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JOURNEY    FROM    CAIRO    TO    SUEZ    AND    MOUNT    SINAI. 

Chap.  I.  —  Preparations  for  our  departure. 

ALTHOUGH  the  chief  objeft  of  our  voyage  was  to  vifit  Arabia,  we  were 
uinvillingly  detained  in  Egypt  for  nearly  a  year.  Several  circumflances  obliged 
us  to  this  invokintary  delay. 

On  account  of  the  pretended  liinftity  of  the  Pilgrims,  Chriftians  are  prohibited  from 
travelling  to  Arabia  by  land,  with  the  caravan  for  Mecca.  They  are  under  a  neceflity, 
therefore,  of  waiting  till  the  feafon  when  the  Red  Sea  becomes  navigable,  and  vefTels  fail 
from  the  harbour  of  Suez  for  Jidda. 

While  we  waited  thefe  opportunities,  we  found  it  equally  impoffible  to  vifit  mount 
Sinai,  or  Jibbcl-cl-Mokatteb,  the  celebrated  hill  of  inscriptions,  both  of  which  we  de- 
figned  to  examine.  The  Egyptians  had  been  at  war,  during  all  the  lad  year,  with  a 
fmall  tribe  of  Arabs  who  dwelt  in  the  em-jrons  of  Tor,  which  rendered  fucTi  a  journey 
impradicable  before  the  return  of  the  caravan  from  Mecca,  the  conducl:or  of  which 
had  been  rommiilioned  to  negotiate  a  peace  with  the  offended  Arabs. 

This  Ikirmilhing  war  had  arifen  from  the  intemperate  rapacity  of  the  Arabs,  who 
gain  their  livelihood  by  hiring  out  camels,  and  carrying  goods  between  Suez  and 
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Cairo.  A  number  of  veflels  laden  with  corn,  are  fent  every  year  from  Egj^pt  to 
Mecca.  One  of  thefe  vcfTels  had  anchored  near  Tor,  to  take  in  water,  which  is  better 
and  cheaper  there  than  at  Suez  ;  and  the  captain  had  made  his  whole  crew  go  on 
fhore.  The  Arabs  could  not  refill  fuch  a  temptation  ;  but  feized  the  Captain  and  the 
"  fdilors,  and  plundered  the  vefl'el.  While  this  fupply  of  provifions  lafted,  they  gave 
themfelves  little  concern  about  the  refcntment  of  the  Egyptians.  But,  when  they  had 
ufed  all  the  corn,  and  durfl:  no  longer  go  to  Cairo,  for  fear  of  having  their  camels 
taken  from  them,  and  being  otherwife  puniflied,  they  found  themfelves  much  at  a  lofs 
for  the  means  of  fubfiftence.  They  began,  therefore,  to  pillage  the  caravans  which 
go  and  come  regularly  between  Suez  and  Cairo.  They  had  even  the  confidence  to 
reprefent  to  Government,  that  they  would  continue  to  rob  the  caravans,  till  an  amnefly 
fhould  be  granted  them  for  what  was  part,  and  fecurity  given  that  they  and  their  camels 
might  come  and  go  in  fafety. 

So  feeble  is  the  authority  of  the  Sultan  who  calls  himfelf  fovereign  of  Egypt,  that  an 
handful  of  raggamuffins  ventured  to  brave  the  pride  of  the  Ottoman  throne,  and 
came  off  with  impunity.  To  reftore  peace  and  fecurity,  the  regency  at  Cairo  found 
themfelves  obliged  to  empower  the  Emir  Hadgi  to  make  the  concelTion  which  the 
Arabs  required.  The  ti-eaty  was  accordingly  concluded  at  a  place  where  the  caravan 
halted  on  their  return  from  Mecca. 

As  foon  as  we  received  notice  of  this  event  by  the  difcharge  of  a  camion  upon  the 
arrival  of  a  courier  with  the  news,  we  immediately  prepared  to  fet  out.  Preparations 
for  fuch  a  journey  as  that  which  we  propofed  to  make,  would  not  occafion  much 
trouble  in  Europe  ;  but  in  the  Eaft,  make  a  very  ferious  and  difficult  concern.  They 
merit  a  place  here  :  for  an  account  of  them  may  contribute  to  the  fuller  reprefenta- 
tion  of  the  manners  of  the  Eaft,  and  will  fliew  what  a  variety  of  means  muft  there  be 
employed  to  obtain  the  common  conveniences  of  life. 

A  traveller,  although  he  knov/  a  little  of  the  language,  cannot  want  fervants,  who 
muft  have  been  previoufly  in  thofe  parts  which  he  means  to  vifit.  With  fuch,  we  were 
ill  provided.  Our  Swedifli  fervant  was  as  much  a  ftranger  as  we  ourfelves  ;  we  had  a 
Greek  cook  who  had  hved  long  enough  in  Cairo,  but  had  never  been  out  of  Egypt ; 
an  interpreter  to  aflift  our  phyfician  in  his  practice,  who  had  a  renegado  Greek,  and 
had  never  travelled  before ;  and  a  young  Jew  of  Sana,  who  had  before  travelled  the 
lame  road  upon  which  we  were  entering,  but  was  regarded  with  fovereign  contempt  by 
the  Mahometans,  on  account  of  the  nation  to  which  he  belonged.  None  of  thefe  could 
be  of  much  fervice  to  us,  in  our  intercourfe  with  the  Arabs. 

We  had  fo  much  the  more  occafion  to  fupply  ourfelves  carefully  with  provifions 
and  articles  of  furniture ;  fome  of  which  might  be  ufed  with  advantage  in  Europe, 
in  military  expeditions.  In  the  defarts  through  which  we  were  to  travel,  a  tent  and 
beds  were  indifpenfably  neceflary.  We  had  a  neat  collection  of  kitchen  utenfils 
made  of  copper,  and  tinned  without  and  within.  Inftead  of  glafles  which  are  fo 
liable  to  be  broken,  we  ufed  alfo  copper  bowls  completely  tinned.  A  bottle  of  thick 
leather  ferted  us  as  a  caraffe.  Our  butter  we  put  up  in  a  leathern  jar.  In  a  wooden 
box,  covered  with  leather,  and  parted  out  into  flielves,  we  ftored  our  fpiceries  of  all 
forts  ;  and  in  another  fimilar  box,  we  laid  our  candles  ;  in  the  lid  of  the  latter,  we 
fixed  an  iron  focket  which  ferved  us  for  a  candleftick.  We  had  large  lanthorns  of 
folded  linen,  with  the  lid  and  bottom  of  white  iron.  For  a  table,  with  table  linen,  we 
had  a  round  piece  of  leather,  with  iron  rings  at  certain  diftances  round  it,  through 
which  cords  were  paffed,  after  our  meals,  and  the  table  hung  in  the  form  of  a  purfe, 
upon  one  of  our  camels.    But  we  imprudently  put  our  wine  into  great  flafks,  called 
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in  the  Eaft  Damasjanes,  and  large  enough  each  of  them  to  contain  twenty  ordinary- 
bottles.  Thefe  vales  are  very  liable  to  be  broken  by  the  jolting  of  the  camels,  as  we 
found  by  the  lofs  of  a  part  of  our  wine.  It  is  much  better  to  put  your  wine,  when  you 
arc  to  carry  it  upon  camels,  into  goat's  Ikin  bottles.  This  fpecies  of  veffels  may,  at 
fir  ft,  appear  litlle  fuitable  for  the  purpofe ;  but  they  communicate  no  bad  tafte  to 
the  liquor,  if  the  fkins  have  been  properly  drefled.  The  fame  veffels  anfwer  beft 
to  carrv  the  ftore  of  water  that  is  requifite  in  travelling  through  dry  and  defart 
countries. 

My  companions  hired  horfes.  But  I,  out  of  curiofity,  preferred  a  dromedary,  and 
found  no  re;ifon  to  repent  of  my  choice.  On  a  camel,  the  faddle  is  always  open 
above,  that  it  may  not  hurt  the  bunch  of  the  animal ;  but  a  dromedary's  faddle  is 
made  like  a  horfe's,  and  covers  the  bunch.  The  dromedary,  as  well  as  the  camel, 
kneels  to  receive  a  load,  or  a  rider  on  his  back.  At  a  certain  fignal,  he  droops  his 
head  and  neck,  fo  that  one  can  alight  and  remount  whenever  there  is  occafion,  with- 
out making  the  animal  flop.  I  fpread  my  bed  clothes  upon  my  faddle,  and  was  thus 
enabled  to  change  my  pofture,  and  to  feat  myfelf  fo  as  to  avoid  the  dired:  impulfe  of  the 
fun's  rays.  A  dromedary  walks  w^ith  long  and  regular  fteps,  and  the  rider,  of  confe- 
quence,  feels  the  motion  no  otherwife  than  if  he  were  rocked  in  a  cradle.  When  my 
companions,  who  rode  on  horfeback,  were  weary  and  faint  by  the  fatigue  of  riding, 
and  by  the  exceffive  heat,  I  found  myfelf  as  little  fatigued  as  if  I  had  fitten  all  day  at  my 
eafe,  in  a  chaife. 

Chap.  II  —  Voyage  from  Cairo  to  Suez. 

THE  caravan  with  which  we  had  defigned  to  travel,  waited  a  long  while  for  the 
conclufion  of  peace  between  the  governors  of  Egypt  and  the  Arabs  of  Tor.  A 
difcharge  of  cannons,  on  the  27th  of  Auguft  1762,  gave  us  notice  of  the  return  of 
the  caravan  from  Mecca,  and  by  confequence  of  the  conclufion  of  a  peace,  which  would 
render  the  road  fecure,  by  which  we  were  to  travel.  We  went  immediately  to  find 
the  Schiech  from  whom  we  had  hired  our  beafts  for  the  journey.  He  had  pitched  his 
tent  near  the  village  of  Seriagus,  where  he,  with  his  party,  lay  encamped,  till  we  fhould 
find  it  proper  to  fet  out.     But  no  body  muft  ftir  on  that  day. 

When  large  caravans  pafs  through  the  territories  of  the  independent  Arabs,  they 
have  at  their  head  a  Caravan-Bafchi,  whofe  bufincfs  is  to  guide  the  caravan,  and  to 
treat  with  the  princes  who  may  exaft  duties  for  the  liberty  of  palfmg  through  their 
dominions.  This  chief  regulates  the  departure  of  the  caravan,  its  joumies,  and  the 
times  at  which  it  is  to  reft.  But  fmall  caravans,  fuch  as  ours,  whofe  expeditions  are 
fhort,  have  no  fuch  guide.  The  chief  merchant  in  the  party  always  halts  and  proceeds 
as  he  pleafes,  and  the  reft  follow  his  example.  When  none  of  the  merchants  in  the 
company  is  confidcrable  enough  to  have  this  influence,  the  Arab  who  has  moft  beafts 
of  burden,  regulates  the  reft.  We  did  not  know  the  precife  time  at  which  we  were 
fet  out,  till  the  28th  of  Auguft,  when  we  faw  troops  of  paffengers  begin  to  move. 

Our  caravan  had  no  very  formidable  afpeft.  Being  in  halte  to  fet  out  from  Cairo, 
before  the  great  caravan,  which  goes  always  to  Suez,  immediately  after  the  departure 
of  the  veffels,  we  had  not  more  than  forty  camels,  which  were  loaded  with  com  and 
materials  for  building.  Three  of  our  camels  were  employed  in  carrying  an  anchor. 
I  have  already  had  occafion  to  remark,  that  carriages  arc  unknown  in  Egypt  and 
Arabia. 

We  could  not  have  been  very  formidable  to  any  that  might  have  been  difpofed  to 
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attack  us.  Our  camel  drivers,  who  were  but  few,  carried  Jjroken  guns,  and  rufly  or 
pointlcis  fabros.  A  few  Schiechs,  indeed,  to  whom  the  moft  of  our  camels  belonged, 
carried  complete  armour,  and  rode  upon  dromedaries.  But  we  could  not  trull  to  them 
for  defence;  for  no  Arab  will  willin;j;ly  rilk  his  life  to  fave  a  Turk.  It  was  our  part, 
therefore,  to  keep  in  the  middle  of  the  caravan,  and  on  no  account  to  leave  them,  or 
encamp  apart,  unlefs  we  wiflied  to  be  plundered.  In  fomc  places,  where  the  danger 
was  lead:,  my  comrade  and  I  ventured  to  go  before  the  main  body  of  the  caravan,  to 
reft  and  enjoy  purer  air  for  a  little. 

Leaving  Scriagus  on  the  evening  of  the  28th  of  Auguft,  we  paffed  near  by  a  large 
village,  called  Hanfke,  after  which  we  returned  into  the  great  road,  and  about  eleven 
at  night  encamped  in  a  place  named  El  Firn  bebad  The  great  road  confiftsof  a  num- 
ber of  parallel  patlis  formed  by  camels  who  travel  in  files,  jufl  as  they  pleafe.  Two 
miles  from  Cairo,  we  faw  a  fquare  area  inclofed  within  a  wall,  feveral  feet  high,  in  which 
the  principal  inhabitants  of  Cairo  alfcmble  to  receive  the  Emir  Iladgi,  at  his  return  fi'om 
Mecca.  From  this  place  to  Adgerud,  within  four  leagues  of  Suez,  the  country  is  abfo- 
lutely  a  defart ;  for  the  fpacc  of  three  and  twenty  leagues,  neither  houfes,  water,  nor  the 
fmalleft  fpot  of  verdure  being  to  be  feen. 

On  the  morning  of  the  29th,  we  decamped  early,  after  talcing  a  very  flight  refreOi- 
ment.  We  travelled  onwards,  thirteen  leagues,  croffed  the  mountain  of  Webbe  ;  and 
about  funfet,  encamped  near  the  hill  of  Taja.  The  great  caravan  from  Mecca  had  pailed 
on  the  preceding  night ;  but  they  travelling  farthar  than  we  to  the  fouth,  we  had,  in 
confequence  of  this,  failed  to  meet  them. 

On  the  30th  of  Auguft,  likewife,  we  fet  out  early,  and  proceeded  to  Adgerud,  where 
travellers  are  induced  to  halt,  by  finding  water  fit  for  drinkmg.  Adgerud  is  a  fmall 
caflle,  that  has  been  built  by  the  Turks  for  the  protection  of  the  road,  and  the  prefer- 
vation  of  the  wells  between  Suez  and  the  entrance  into  the  defart.  Although  built  only 
about  the  end  of  the  fixteenth  century,  it  is  now  ruinous.  Within  three  hours,  we 
reached  Bir  Suez,  where  are  two  deep  wells,  furroimded  with  walls,  and  fliut  up  with 
ftrong  gates,  to  exclude  the  Arabs  from  the  water.  This  water,  althou;^h  bad,  and 
almoii  unfit  for  human  ufe,  is  however  precious  to  the  inhabitants  of  Suez,  as  it  ferves 
for  their  cattle.  It  is  drawn  from  the  wells  in  leathern  buckets.  Bir  Suez  being  only 
a  league  from  Suez,  we  reached  that  city  in  good  time.  By  my  obfervations,  it  is  thirty- 
two  ordinary  leagues,  or  tliree  and  twenty  German  miles  from  Cairo. 

Caravans  ufed  formerly  to  travel  by  Koflum,  a  city  that  ftood  farther  to  the  north  of 
the  Arabic  gulf,  and  of  which  confiderable  ruins  ftill  remain.  In  former  times,  fliips 
entered  the  harbour  of  this  city,  which  was  famous  among  the  Arabians.  But  the 
■waters  of  the  Red  Sea  having  here  fubfided  within  their  ancient  limits,  this  harbour  was 
of  neceflity  dcferted,  and  that  of  Suez  conftruded.  It  appears,  from  the  relations 
of  the  earlier  travellers,  that  the  city  of  Suez  w^as  not  in  exiftence  in  the  end  of  the 
fifteenth  century.  It  is  firfl  mentioned  in  the  beginning  of  the  fixteenth  century,  and. 
Suez  is  therefore  to  be  confidered  as  a  city  of  modern  origin. 

Chap.  III.  —  Of  the  City  of  Suez. 

THE  dity  of  Suez  ftands  upon  the  weftern  fide,  but  not  juft  upon  the  weflern  extre- 
mity of  the  Arabic  gulf.  It  is  not  furrounded  with  walls  ;  but  the  houfes  are  built  fo 
clofely  together, that  there  are  only  two  paflages  into  the  city ,of  which  thatneareft  the  fea  is 
open,  the  other  fliut  by  a  very  inifufficient  gate.     The  houfes  are  very  forry  ftruclures ; 
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the  kans  being  the  only  folid  buildings  in  the  city.     Hardly  any  part  now  remains  of 
the  cafllc  which  the  Turks  built  upon  the  ruins  of  the  ancient  Kolfum. 

It  is  very  thinly  inhabited.  Among  its  inhabitants  are  feme  Greeks,  and  a  few  fa- 
milies of  Copts.  But,  about  the  time  of  the  departure  of  the  fleet,  it  is  crowded 
with  ftrangers. 

The  ground  lying  around  it  is  all  one  bed  of  rock,  flightly  covered  with  fand.  Scarce 
a  plant  is  to  be  feen  any  where  in  the  neighbourhood.  Trees,  gardens,  meadows,  and 
fields,  are  entirely  unknown  at  Suez.  Fifli  is  the  only  article  of  provifions  plentiful 
here.  All  other  nec^flaries  of  life,  for  both  men  and  the  domefl;ic  animals,  are  brought 
from  afar  ;  from  Cairo,  which  is  three  days  journey  diftant  from  Suez  ;  Mount  Sinai, 
at  the  diftance  of  fix  days  journey  ;  or  GhafTo,  at  the  diftance  of  feven. 

At  Suez,  there  is  not  a  fmglc  fpring  of  water.  That  at  Bir  Saez  is,  as  I  have  already 
obiervcd,  fcarcely  good  enough  for  cattle  ;  but  it  is  drawn  to  Suez  twice  a-day  for  their 
ufe.  The  water  of  tlie  pretended  wells  of  Mofes  is  flill  worfe  ;  and  be^des,  thefe  wells 
lie  at  a  league  and  a  hulPs  diftance,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  gulf.  The  only  water  fit 
for  drinking  that  is  to  be  had  here,  comes  from  the  wells  of  Naba,  upon  the  other  fide 
of  the  gulf,  and  more  than  two  leagues  diftant  from  Suez.  The  Arabs  are  the  carriers; 
and  they  fell  this  wat«r  at  the  rate  of  nine  French  fols  a  fliin  ;  but,  though  reputed  the 
beft,  it  is  ftill  very  bad. 

Ship-building  is  the  chief  employment  of  the  inhabitants  of  Suez  :  Although  wood, 
.  and  iron,  and  all  the  other  materials,  are  to  be  brought  from  Cairo  upon  camels,  and 
are  of  confcquencevery  dear.  I  know  not  the  preche  number  of  velfcls  annually  em- 
ployed in  the  navigation  between  this  port  and  Jidda  :  I  was  informed  that  four  or  five 
•are  freighted  by  the  Sultan  with  corn  for  Mecca  and  Medina,  which  they  convey  to 
Jidda  and  Jambo ;  and  that  fourteen  others  fcrve  to  carry  paffengers  between  Jidda  and 
Suez.  The  Ihips  built  at  Suez  have  a  very  aukward  rudder,  made  of  a  large  beam, 
the  ufe  of  which  is  dangerous  and  inconvenient.  I  faw  a  vefTel  in  this  harbour  of  a 
dilferent  conftruftion,  which  had  been  built  at  Surat.  So  durable  was  the  wood  of 
which  it  was  formed,  that,  although  it  had  been  in  conftant  ufe  for  twenty  years,  it  was 
ftill  in  a  pcrfcftly  found  ftate. 

The  governor  of  Suez  was  a  bey  from  Cairo  ;  and  he  kept  a  very  numerous  houfe- 
hold.  This  employment  placed  him  in  a  fort  of  honourable  exile  ;  and  being  therefore 
very  defirous  of  returning  to  the  capital,  he  liitened  eagerly  to  any  prediftions  refpeding 
the  period  of  his  return  thither.  He  allured  us,  that  a  learned  Mulfulman  had  foretold 
the  time  when  he  was  t.>  be  recalled  ;  and  he  wiflied  us  to  confultthe  unknown  infcrip- 
tions  in  the  defart,  and  fee  whether  they  might  not  confirm  the  predidlion  of  the 
prophetic  Mulfulman.  We  cxcufed  ourfelvcs,  as  ignorant  of  the  fublime  fcience 
which  unveils  futurity.  1  his  Bey  was  a  Mahometan  by  birth,  and  the  fon  of  a  fugac 
merchant. 

Chap.  IV.  —  Particulars  concerning  the  Arabs  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Suez.. 

THE  Arabs  who  I've  about  Tor,  upon  the  other  fide  of  the  gulf,  are  little  afr;ud  of 
■  the  Turkifli  governor  of  Suez.  When  diflatisfied  with  him,  or  with  the  inhabitants  of 
the  city,  they  threaten  to  bring  no  more  water,  and  forbid  them  to  come  near  the  wells 
of  Naba.  Thefe  threats,  if  carried  into  execution,  would  reduce  the  city  to  the  lail 
extremities ;  and  all  means  are,  therefore,  ufed  to  pacif\-  them.  TIk-v  might  eafily  ruia 
this  city,  if  they  could  refolvo  to  give  up  the  profits  which  they  derive  from  the  carriage 
of  goods  upon  their  camels  from  Cairo  to  Suez. 

We 
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We  ourfelves  experienced  the  infolence  of  thefe  Arabs.  The  Schiechs,  whom  we  had 
hired  to  condufl  us  to  mount  Sinai,  not  having  fulfilled  thdr  engac;;emcnt.  we  refufed, 
upon  our  return  to  Suez,  to  pay  the  whole  fum  that  had  been  flipulated.  They  threa':- 
ened  to  kill  us  :  We  let  them  Icnow  that  we  were  able  to  defend  ourfelves.  'I'hey  then 
declared  that  they  would  deprive  us  of  the  water  of  theNaba.  Mr.  Von  Haven  replied, 
that  this  was  a  matter  ot  no  confequence  to  Europeans  who  drank  wine ;  an  anfwcr 
which  moved  the  Turks  to  laugh  at  the  expence  of  the  Arabs.  But,  as  their  <ribe 
cfpoufed  their  quarrel,  it  was  ferioufly  feared  that  they  might  execute  what  they  threat- 
ened, and  reduce  the  city  to  diftrefs  for  want  of  water.  Wherefore,  the  governor 
begged  us  to  terminate  the  difference,  and  pay  the  Schiechs  what  they  demanded. 

One  thing  that  we  had  in  view  in  our  journey  was,  to  examine  the  Hill  of  Infcriptions 
in  the  deflirt ;  and  we  were,  therefore,  defirous  of  receiving  all  poflible  information 
concerning  fo  remarkable  a  place.  On  this  occafion  we  difcovered  a  cuftom  of  the 
Arabs  which  deferves  explanauon,  becaufe  it  is  conneded  with  their  manners. 

On  our  arrival  at  Suez,  we  applied  to  fome  Greeks  for  information  concerning  that 
hill.  But  none  of  them  had  ever  heard  of  the  name  of  Jibbel-el-Mokatteb.  They 
direfted  us,  however,  to  a  Schiech  of  the  tribe  of  Said,  who  had  pafl'ed  his  life  in  travel- 
ing between  Suez  and  mount.  Sinai.  That  Schiech  was  equally  a  ftranger  to  the  name 
of  the  Hill  of  Infcriptions.  But,  underftanding  that  we  would  give  a  confiderable 
reward  to  the  perfon  who  fhould  guide  us  thither,  he  returned  next  day  with  another 
Schiech  of  the  tribe  of  Saccaiha,  who  pretended  to  liave  a  particular  knowledge,  not  only 
of  that  mountain,  but  of  all  other  places  in  the  defart  where  infcriptions  were  to  be  met 
with.  By  his  anfwers  to  our  quellions,  however,  we  foon  faw  that  he  knew  as  little  as 
the  former  of  the  place  which  we  wifhed  to  vifit. 

At  laft,  a  Schiech  of  the  tribe  of  Leghat  was  brought  us,  who,  by  his  converfation, 
convinced  us,  that  he  had  feen  ftones  infcribed  with  unknown  characters.  When  he 
learned  that  the  objecl  of  our  curiofity  was  called  Jibbel-el-IVIokatteb,  he  aflured  us  that 
this  was  the  name  of  the  mountain  among  all  the  Arabs  who  knew  it. 

Pleafed  with  finding,  at  length,  an  inhabitant  of  the  defart,  at  leafl,  who  could  guide 
us  to  the  place  where  the  infcriptions  were  to  be  feen ;  we  determined  to  take  him  for 
our  condudor,  efpecially  becaufe  his  abode,  as  he  told  us,  was  near  to  that  mountain. 
But  the  other  two  Schiechs,  who  had  brought  us  the  latter,  warmly  oppofed  our  purpofe, 
and  infilled  upon  accompanying  us,  as  well  as  he.  The  inhabitants  of  Suez  advifed 
us  to  take  them  all  three,  and  told  us,  that  we  could  not  travel  the  defart  in  fafety, 
without  having  guides  from  every  one  of  the  three  tribes  that  inhabited  the  country 
between  Suez  and  mount  Sinai. 

This  advice  referred  to  the  cuflom  above-mentioned,  which  renders  Arab  guides  or 
Ghafirs  neceflary.  Any  perfon,  whether  Chriflian  or  Mahometan,  who  travels  either 
by  fea  or  land  along  the  coaft  of  Arabia  Petraea,  choofes  a  Ghafir,  a  guide,  or  proteftor, 
to  whom  he  makes  prefents,  either  from  time  to  time,  in  the  courfe  of  his  journey,  or  at 
leaft  upon  his  fafe  return.  He  thus  travels  fecure  and  unmolefted.  If  the  veffel  in 
in  which  he  fails,  happens  to  be  fliipwrecked,  it  is  plundered  by  the  Arabs ;  but  his 
Gbafir,  if  prefent,  faves  his  goods  from  pillage.  If  the  perfon  whom  he  names  as  his 
Ghafir  be  abfent,  his  property  is  however  fet  apart.  But  if  he  have  no  Ghafir,  or 
name  a  fictitious  one,  he  is  plundered,  without  regard  to  his  rank  or  character.  The 
Turkifli  merchants,  from  avarice  to  fpare  a  trifling  prefent,  or  from  pride,  to  avoid 
slTociating  with  an  Arab  Schiech,  feldom  take  Ghafirs,  but  they  fuffer  for  the  negledt. 
For  thefe  rights  of  hofpitality  and  friendfhip  are  held  facred  among  thofe  Arabs. 

We  therefore  took  with  us  the  three  Schiechs  to  guide  us  to  mount  Sinai.     They 

fupplied 
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fupplied  US  with  camels  for  ourfelves  and  our  fervants.     To  prevent  difputes,  we  had 
our  contra6:  written  out  by  the  Cadi  of  Suez,  in  the  prefence  of  the  Governor. 

Chap.  V,  —  Journey  fropi  Suez  to  mount  Sinai. 

WE  were  anxious  to  fet  out,  that  we  might  return  to  Suez  before  the  firft  fhlpg 
{hould  fail,  in  the  beginning  of  October.  In  the  fucceeding  months,  the  paiTage  to 
Jidda  becomes  too  dangerous.  But  our  painter,  Mr.Baurenfiend,  had  fallen  ill, 
immediately  after  our  arrival  at  Suez,  from  the  excefllve  fatigues  which  he  had  under- 
gone. Although  his  afTiftance  was  neceflary  in  our  expedition,  yet  Mr.  Von  Haven 
and  I  refolved  to  fet  out  by  ourfelves,  leaving  MefTrs.  Forikal  and  Cramer  at  Suez,  to 
take  care  of  our  fick  friend. 

On  the  6th  of  September  1762,  we  croffed  the  gulph,  and  fet  out  next  morning 
with  our  Arabs.  Befide  the  three  Schiechs  and  their  fervants,  we  were  accompanied 
by  feveral  of  their  friends,  who  had  for  fome  time  carried  water  from  the  wells  of. 
Naba  to  Suez,  and  were  now  going  to  fee  their  friends  in  the  defarts,  hoping  to  live 
at  our  expence  by  the  way.  It  is  a  rule  with  thefe  people,  that  an  Arab  of  diftinction 
travelling,  mull  maintain  a!!  v/ho  choofe  to  accompany  him,  whether  it  be  at  his  own 
defire  or  not.     We,  as  we  i;ved  at  fome  expence,  were  thought  to  be  very  rich. 

The  firil  day  we  a-avel!ed  along  the  coaft  of  the  Arabic  gulf,  through  a  fandy  plain, 
having  a  few  hills  fcattered  ov^r  it.  The  Arabs  call  fuch  plains,  when  they  lie  fome- 
what  low,  Wadi,  or  vallies,  becaufe  water  remains  fta^^nant  in  them,  after  heavy  rains. 
We  refted  under  a  palm  tree,  in  a  place  called  Aijam  Mufa,  Moles'  Fountains.  Thefe 
pretended  fountains,  are  five  holes  in  the  fand,  hi  a  well  of  very  indilferent  water  that 
becomes  turbid,  whenever  jmy  of  it  is  drawn.  As  the  holes  bear  the  name  of  Mofes, 
the  Arabs  afcribe  them  to  the  Jewifh  h  \  ,  '  1 ,  After  a  day's  journey  of  five  German- 
miles  and  a  half,  we  encamped  on  the  fai  >  plain  of  El-Ti.  In  the  evening,  a 
violent  blafl;  of  wind  raifcd  the  fand  about  >.  .  .icli  we  were  not  more  incommoded, 
than  a  fimilar  incident  -via^uld  have  incomnn          ..&  in  Europe. 

The  country  through  which  v/e  pared,  is  niiious  as  the  fcene  of  the  emigration  of 
the  Jews  under  Mofes.  We  were  therefore  dellrous  of  learning  from  the  Arabs,  the 
names  of  all  the  places,  and  of  all  the  mountains,  efpecially  in  our  way.  Mr.  Von 
Haven  who  could  not  refolve  to  make  hinifelf  familiar  with  the  Bedouins,  could  obtain 
nothing  but  vague  and  uncivil  anfwers  from  them,  I  again  fought  to  gain  the  confi- 
dence and  friendfliip  of  one  of  thofe  Arabs,  by  making  him  fome  prefents,  and  caufinor 
him  to  ride  fometimes  behind  me  upon  my  camel.  Fiom  him  1  received  honefl  and 
diflinft  anfwers.  To  the  objects  which  I  pointed  out  to  him,  he  gave  the  fame  names 
coming  as  going.  I  likewife  mealured  the  diftances  of  places,  by  counting  the  fteps 
of  the  camel,  and  comparing  the  number  with  the  time  in  which  they  were  travelled 
by  my  watch.  By  means  of  a  compafs,  I  diltinguiilied  likewife  the  dircdions  of  the 
road.  None  of  the  Arabs  underftood  the  nature  of  this  inftrument.  It  is  plainly, 
therefore,  an  idle  tale,  that  they  follow  the  direction  of  the  compafs  in  travelling  through 
their  defarts. 

On  the  8th  of  September,  we  travelled  through  the  plain  of  Girdan.  We  faw,  on 
our  way,  an  enormous  rnais  of  rock,  that  had  fallen  from  a  neighbouring  mountain. 
We  entered  next  the  valley  of  Girondel,  and,  after  proceeding  five  miles  and  a  half 
fiirther,  found  ourfelves  in  the  vicinity  of  Jibbel  Ilaminem  Faurum.  Next  day,  fending 
our  fervants  forward,  we  ourfelves  flayed  to  examine  thefe  environs.  In  the  rainy 
feafon  a  confiderable  torrent  runs  through  the  valley  of  Girondel.     It  was  at  this  time 
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dry ;  yet,  by  digging  in  the  bed  to  the  depth  of  two  feet,  we  found  better  water 
than  that  which  is  ufed  at  Suez.  This  valley  not  being  deficient  in  \\ater,  has  in  it 
fevcral  trees,  and  even  groves  that  appear  fingularly  ilriking  to  travellers  irom  Cairo, 
who  have  feen  no  fimilar  appearance  in  the  previous  part  of  their  journey. 

Hammam  Faraun  is  the  name  of  a  hot  fpring  which  rifes  by  two  apertures  out  of  a 
rock,  at  the  foot  of  a  high  mountain.  It  is  ufed  in  baths  by  the  neighbouring  fick,  who 
commonly  ilay  forty'days  for  a  cure,  during  which  their  only  food  is  but  a  fruit  called 
Ladid^,  which  grows  here.  An  extenfive  burying  place  near  the  baths,  fuggefted 
doubts  in  my  mind  of  the  beneficial  eftefts  ol  this  regimen.  The  tradition  that  the 
Jews  paffed  this  way,  and  that  Pharaoh's  army  was  drowned  here,  has  occafioned  this 
place  to  receive  the  name  of  Birket-el-Faraun.  The  Arabs  imagine  that  Pharaoh  is 
doing  penance  at  the  bottom  of  this  well,  and  vomits  up  the  fulphureous  vapour  with 
which  the  water  is  impregnated. 

This  eaftern  fide  of  the  Arabic  gulph  is  tolerably  level  and  uniform.  But  the 
oppofite  fide  is  one  range  of  lofty  mountains ;  broken,  however,  and  divided  by  two 
vales,  by  one  of  which  we  mull  pafs  in  travelling  from  Egypt  to  the  fliore  of  the 
Red  Sea. 

We  turned  by  degrees  towards  the  north  eaft,  in  purfuing  the  direft  road  to  mount 
Sinai,  and  at  length  entered  a  narrow  vale,  which  appeared  to  have  been  cut  by  the 
torrents  in  the  rock.  The  mountains  which  rofe  upon  every  fide  of  us,  in  uninterrupted 
chains,  weremafles  of  a  fort  of  limeftone  intermingled  with  veins  of  granite.  In  feveral 
places  through  them,  I  difcovered  a  quantity  of  petrified  fliells,  of  a  fpecies  which  is  to  be 
found  with  the  living  fliell-fifli  in  it,  in  the  Arabic  gulf.  One  of  thofe  hills  is  entirely 
covered  with  flints.  The  granite  becomes  more  and  more  plentiful  as  we  approadi 
mount  Sinai. 

Our  road  lay  often  along  the  brink  of  precipices,  commonly  through  fliony  glynns,and 
fometimes  through  wide  vallies,  watered  and  fertile.  Such  were  Ufaitu,  El  Hamer,  and 
Warfim.  We  parted  alfo  in  our  way,  by  Nafbe,  the  feat  of  fome  Bedouins  of 
th'.s  country.  As  v/ater  was  fometimes  at  a  diilance  from  the  places  where  we 
encamped,  our  fervants  were  obliged  to  go  to  bring  it.  We  could  have  wifiied  to 
accompany  them,  in  order  to  fee  a  little  of  the  country ;  but  our  guides  would  not 
always  permit  us. 

After  pafling  througli  the  valley  of  Warfan,  we  turned  a  little  out  of  the  highway,  and 
in  the  fame  evening  reached  the  abode  of  our  chief  of  the  tribe  of  Leghat.  As  it  could 
not  be  far  from  Jibbel  el  Mokatteb,  I  began  to  hope  that  I  might  take  this  opportunity 
of  gomg  thither.  But  the  converfation  of  the  Schiech  made  me  foon  give  up  that  hope. 
In  my  defcription  of  this  mountain,  which  I  did  not  fee  dll  my  return,  the  reader  will  find 
an  account  ot  what  happened  to  me  upon  this  occafion. 

The  Schiech  had  given  notice  of  his  arrival  to  feveral  of  his  friends,  who,  to  the  number 
often  or  twelve,  came  to  fee  him.  I  left  him  to  entertain  his  guefts,  and  in  the  mean 
time  ranged  over  feveral  hills  in  the  neighbourhood.  I  faw  by  accident,  in  a  fequeftered 
fpot,  a  wretched  tent,  the  dwelling  of  our  Schiech,  in  which  were  his  wife  and  filler,  bufy 
grinding  corn.  One  of  the  women  came  out  of  the  tent,  to  preferit  me  with  a  bit  of  gum, 
and  did  not  refufe  a  fmall  piece  of  money  in  return.  At  a  little  farther  diflance,  I  met  the 
Schiech's  fon,  who  was  tending  goats,  and  converfed  with  him  for  a  confiderable  time.  I 
was  furprifed  at  the  fenfe,  gravity,  and  afTurance  of  the  child,  who  feemed  to  be  in  no 
degree  embarrafled  by  the  prefcnce  of  a  flranger.  He  invited  me  very  Icndly  to  the 
houfe  to  drink  fome  excellent  water  which  had  been  di-awn  on  that  fame  day  from  the 
well.     I  had  here  an  opportunity  of  remarking  the  relation  between  language  and 

manners. 
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manners.  A  tent,  of  which  the  original  Arabic  name  is  Cheime,  is  however,  called  by 
thefe  Bedouins,  Beit,  which  fignifies  houfe  •,  becaufe  they  have  no  other  houfes  than 
tents. 

Moil  of  our  Schiech's  friends  were  diflinguiflied  by  the  fame  title  of  Schiech,  although 
nowife  fuperior  in  their  air  or  drefs,  to  the  vulgar  Arabs.  I  hence  fuppofed  the  title  to 
mean  no  more  among  the  Arabs,  than  Mailer,  or  Sir,  with  us. 

Being  determined  to  proceed  on  to  mount  Sinai,  we  fct  out  from  the  dwelling  of  our 
Schiech  of  Beni  Leghat,  on  the  1 2th  of  September,  The  country  became  more  moun- 
tainous, as  we  advanced.  Yet  we  paflTed  through  fome  pleafant  vallies  ;  fuch  were  thofe 
of  Chamela,  Dahur,  Barak,  and  Genna.  Before  reaching  the  vale  of  Ifraitu,  which, 
although  furrounded  with  rocky  and  precipitous  mountains,  difplays  fohie  rich  and 
cheerful  profpedls,  we  were  obliged  to  go  over  another  lofty  and  almoft  inacccflible  hill. 

In  this  vale  we  m.et  an  Arabian  lady  attended  by  a  fervant.  In  refpeQ:  to  our  Schiech, 
file  quitted  the  road,  alighted  from  her  camel,  and  paffed  us  on  foot.  Another  woman 
veiled,  and  walking  on  foot,  who  happened  to  meet  us  in  fo  narrow  a  part  of  the  valley 
^of  Genna,  that  flie  could  not  avoid  us,  fat  down  as  we  palled,  and  turned  her  back  upon 
us.  I  gave  her  the  falutation  of  peace ;  but  my  condudors  told  me,  that  flie  had  turned 
her  back  in  refped  to  us  as  ftrangers,  and  that  I  had  done  wrong  in  fainting  her. 

At  the  diftance  of  nearly  ieven  German  miles  from  the  dwelling  of  our  Shiech  of  the 
tribe  of  Leghat,  we  found  the  abode  of  our  other  Schiech  of  the  tribe  of  Said.  The  latter 
was  as  little  willing  as  the  former  had  been,  to  pafs  fo  near  his  family  v.ithout  feeing 
them.  We  were  again  therefore  obliged  to  leave  the  highv.ay,  and  to  follow  our 
conduftor  half  a  league  out  of  the  road.  The  Arabs  fet  up  our  tents  near  a  tree,  in  the 
valley  of  Faran,  and  left  us  to  amufe  ourfelves  there,  in  the  beft  manner  we  could,  till 
they  went  to  fee  their  friends  in  gardens  of  date  trees,  fcattered  over  the  valley.  We 
were  at  no  great  diflance  from  our  Schiech's  camp,  which  confided  of  nine  or  ten  tents. 
We  were  informed  that  the  ruins  of  an  ancient  city  were  to  be  feen  in  the  neighbourhood. 
But,  when  the  Arabs  found  us  curious  to  vifit  it,  they  left  us  and  would  give  us  no 
farther  account  of  it. 

The  famous  valley  of  Faran,  in  which  we  now  were,  has  retained  its  name  unchanged 
fince  the  days  of  Mofes,  being  ftill  called  Wadi  Faran,  The  Valley  of  Faran.  Its  length 
is  equal  to  r»  ji.iurney  o(  a  day  and  a  half,  extending  from  the  foot  of  mount  Sinai  to  the 
Arabic  Gulph.  In  (he  rainy  feafon  it  is  filled  with  water  ;  and  the  inhabitants  are  then 
obliged  to  rotire  up  the  hills:  it  was  dry,  however,  when  we  palled  through  it.  That 
part  of  it  which  we  faw  was  far  from  being  fertile,  but  fer\'ed  as  a  pafture  to  goats, 
camels,  and  afles.  The  other  part  is  laid  to  be  very  fertile ;  and  the  Arabs  told  us,  that 
in  the  diftrids  to  which  our  Ghafirs  had  gone,  were  many  orchards  of  date  trees,  which 
produced  fruit  enough  to  fullain  fome  thoufimds  of  people.  Fruit  muft,  indeed,  be  very 
plenteous  there ;  for  the  Arabs  of  the  valley  bring  every  year  to  Cairo  an  altonllhing 
quantity  of  dates,  raifins.  pears,  apples,  and  other  fruits,  all  of  excellent  quality. 

Son\e  Arabs,  who  cimie  to  fee  us,  olfcred  us  frelh  dates  which  were  yellow,  but 
fcarccly  ripe.  The  chief  of  our  Schiech's  wives  (for  he  had  two),  came  likewife  to  fee 
us,  and  prefented  us  with  fome  eggs  and'a  chicken.  The  two  \vives  of  our  Schiech 
prefided  over  two  different  departments  of  his  ail'airs.  One  was  placed  at  fome  diflance 
from  where  our  tents  happened  to  be  pitched,  in  order  to  manage  a  garden  of  date  trees. 
The  oihei'was  our  neighbour,  and  fupcrintcnded  the  cattle  and  the  fervants.  The  latter 
would  not  enter  our  tents,  but  fat  down  near  enough  by  to  convcrfe  with  us.  She 
complained  of  her  hufband,  who  negleded  her,  flie  laid,  for  her  rival,  and  fpent  all  his 
time  in  drawing  water  in  Egypt,  or  in  carrying  articles  of  merchandize  from  one  place 
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to  another.  Our  law,  by  which  every  man  is  confined  to  one  wife,  appeared  to  her 
admirable.  This  was  the  firfl  opportunity  I  had  of  converfing,  without  reltraint,  with  a 
Mahometan  female. 

We  left  this  place  on  the  i4.th  of  September,  and,  after  travelling  tv/o  miles  farther, 
in  the  valley  of  Faran,  arrived  at  the  foot  of  Tibbel  MvA'd.  Up  this  mountain  we  afcended 
a  mile  and  a  half,  and  encamped  near  a  large  mafs  of  ftone,  which  Mofes  is  faid  by  the 
Arabs  to  have  divided  into  two,  as  it  at  prefent  appears,  with  one  blow  of  his  fword. 
Among  thofe  mountains  we  found  feveral  fprings  of  excellent  water,  at  which, 
for  the  firfl:  time  fince  my  arrival  in  Egypt,  I  qualfed  this  precious  liquid  with  real 
fatisfadion. 

Chap.  VI.  —  Of  Mount  Sinai,  and  the  Convent  of  St-  Catharine. 

THE  Arabs  call  Jibbel  Mufa,  The  Mount  of  Mofes,  all  that  range  of  mountains  which 
rifes  at  the  interior  extremity  of  the  valley  of  Faran  ;  and  to  that  part  of  the  range  on 
which  the  convent  of  St.  Catharine  ftands,  they  give  the  name  of  Tur  S;na.  This  fimilarity 
of  name,  owing,  moil  probably,  to  tradition,  affords  ground  for  prefumption,  that  the 
hill  v/hich  we  had  now  reached  was  the  Sinai  of  the  Jews,  on  which  Mofes  received  the 
law.  It  is,  indeed,  not  eafy  to  comprehend  how  fuch  a  multitude  of  people  as  the  Jews, 
who  accompanied  Mofes  out  of  Egypt,  could  encamp  in  thofe  narrow  gullies,  amidft 
frightful  and  precipitous  rocks.  But,  perhaps,  there  are  plains,  that  we  know  not  of,  on 
the  other  fide  of  the  mountain. 

Two  German  miles  and  a  half  up  the  mountain,  ftands  the  convent  of  St. Catharine. 
The  body  of  this  monaftery  is  a  building  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet  in  length,  and 
almoft  as  many  in  breadth.  Before  it  ftands  another  fmall  building,  in  which  is  the  only 
gate  of  the  convent,  which  remains  always  fliut,  except  when  the  bifliop  is  here.  At  other 
times,  whatever  is  introduced  within  the  convent,  whether  men  or  provifions,  is  drawn  up 
by  the  roof  in  a  bafl^et,  and  v.'ith  a  cord  and  a  pulley.  The  whole  building  is  of  hewn 
ftone  ;  whichyn  fuch  a  defart,  muft  have  coft  prodigious  expence  and  pains. 

Before  the  convent  is  a  large  garden,  planted  with  excellent  fruit  trees.  The  Arabs 
told  us,  that  the  monks  enter  it  by  a  fubterraneous  paffage. 

Thcfe  Greek  ecclefiaftics  are  not  allowed  to  receive  an  European  without  an  order 
from  the  bifliop  of  Mount  Sinai,  who  refides  ordinarily  at  Cairo,  He  had  promifed  us  a 
letter,  but  had  fet  out,  without  our  lir.ov\'ledgc,  to  Conftantinople.  By  the  favour  of  the 
Englifh  ambaffador  at  Conftantinople,  we  had  obtained  another  letter  from  a  depoftd. 
patriarch,  who  had  refided  three  years  in  the  convent  of  St.  Catharine.  Believing  that 
this  letter  might  beiiifficicnt  to  gain  us  admittance,  we  prefented  it  to  thofe  clergymen, 
through  a  ftuall  chink  in  the  wall.  They  took  fome  time  to  confider,  and,  after  making 
us  wait  long,  let  us  know  that  they  could  not  receive  us,  as  we  had  not  a  letter  from 
their  bifliop. 

During  this  parley,  many  Arabs,  who  had  obferved  us  from  the  neighbouring  hills, 
gathered  roimd  us.  They  are  paid  a  certain  fum  for  every  ftranger  that  is  received  into 
the  convent.  When  the  bilhop  happens  to  be  prefent,  the  ^^ate  is  opened,  and  the  convent 
muft  entertain  all  the  Arabs  who  come  in  then.  This  cuftom  is  very  burthenfome  to 
thofe  poor  monks,  who  have  nothing  but  alms  to  live  upon  ;  and  have  their  provifions, 
■which  the)'  are  obliged  to  bring  from  Caii-o,  often  llolen  by  the  way.  The  Arabs  are  in 
general  very  cungerous  neighbours.  They  often  fire  upon  the  convent  from  the  adjacent 
rocks.  TI:ey  fe:ze  the  monks  whenever  they  happen  to  find  them  v/ithout  the  walls  of 
the  monaftery,  and  refufe  tg  releafe  them,  without  a  confiderable  ranfom.     We  wimeffed 
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fh?  infolcnco  of  one  of  thofe  Bedouins,  who  uttered  a  thoufand  abufes  againfl:  the 
inhiibitanis  of  the  convent,  becaufc  they  would  not  give  him  bread  at  the  very  inftaut  when 
he  atked  it  in  a  roguifli  counterfeit  tone  of  diftrefs. 

Tli.it  we  might  not  occafion  uneafmefs  to  thofe  monks,  we  retired,  and  encamped  at  a 
quarter  of  a  league  diftance  from  the  monaflcry.  As  a  recompence  for  our  difcretion, 
they  immediately  fent  us  a  prefent  of  fruits.  Grapes  could  not  but  be  delicious  to  perfons 
like  us,  who  had  travelled  fo  long  in  parched  and  uncultivated  regions. 

I  wifhed  to  chufe  from  among  the  Arabs  who  had  gathered  about  us,  a  guide  to  conduft 
me  to  Sinai.  This,  however,  cur  Ghafirs  would  not  permit ;  which  occafioned  a  quarrel 
among  them  and  the  other  Arabs.  Next  day,  however,  our  Schiechs  brought  me  an 
Arab,  whom  they  qualilied  with  the  title  of  Scliiech  of  Mount  Sinai,  to  procure  him  fome 
profit  from  us,  by  the  right  which  he  then  arrogated  to  himfelf  of  attending  ftrangers 
who  came  to  vifit  the  mountain. 

Under  the  conduft  of  this  newly  created  Lord  of  Sinai,  with  our  Schiechs,  I  attempted, 
on  this  fame  day,  to  clamber  to  the  fummit  of  that  mountain.  It  is  fo  fteep,  that  Mofes 
cannot  have  afccnded  on  the  fide  which  I  viewed.  The  Greeks  have  cut  a  iliglit  of  Heps 
up  the  rock.  Pococke  reckons  three  thoufand  of  thefe  fteps  to  the  top  of  the  mountain, 
or  rather  bare,  pointed  rock. 

Five  hundred  fteps  above  the  convent  we  found  a  charming  fpring,  which,  by  a  little 
p;uns,  might  be  improved  into  a  very  agreeable  fpot.  A  thoufand  fteps  higher  ftands  a 
chapel  dedicated  to  the  Bleffed  Virgin  ;  and  five  hundred  above  this,  two  other  chapels, 
fituated  in  a  plain,  which  the  traveller  enters  by  two  fmall  gates  of  malbn  w(  rk.  Upon 
this  plain  are  two  trees,  under  which,  at  high  feftivals,  the  Arabs  are  regaled  at  the  expence 
of  the  Greeks.  My  Mahometan  guides,  imitating  the  pra(5tices  v.'hich  they  hadfeenthe 
pilgrims  obferve,  killed  the  images,  and  repeated  their  prayers  in  the  chapels.  They  would 
accompany  me  no  farther  ;  but  maintained  this  to  be  the  higheft  accefnble  peak  of  the 
mountain  ;  whereas,  according  to  Pococke,  I  had  yet  a  thoufand  fteps  to  afccnd.  I  was 
therefore  obliged  to  return,  and  content  myfelf  with  viewing  the  l.ill  of  St. Catharine  at 
a  diftance. 

Chap.  VII.  —  Our  return  from  Mount  Simi.         «• 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  1 5th  of  September,  we  defcendcd  Jibbel  Mufa,  and  pafled  the 
night  at  the  bottom  of  that  clilfy  mountain,  at  the  opening  into  the  valley  of  Faran.  Next 
day,  after  advancing  three  miles  through  the  vale,  we  halted  near  the  dwelling  of  our 
Schiech  of  the  tribe  of  Said. 

Our  Ghafirs  left  us  again,  and  went  to  fee  their  friends  in  the  gardens  of  date  trees. 
Buring  their  abfence  we  met  v/ith  a  young  Arab,  riding  on  a  dromedary,  who  had  made 
hinifelt  drunk  in  one  of  thofe  gardens.  Underftanding  that  we  were  Europeans  and 
("hrlftians,  he  began  to  pour  out  ahufive  language  againft  us,  much  in  the  fame  ftrain  in 
which  aji  infolent  and  ill  bred  youn-g  man  in  Europe  might  perhaps  wantonly  abufe  a 
Jew.  From  this  incident,  we  judged  that  the  Bedouins  ufe  wine.  We  could  not  help 
remarking  at  the  fame  time,  that  th.o  law  of  Mahomet,  with  great  wifdom,  forbids  the 
uie  of  ftrong  liquors,  as  they  have  fuch  tendency  to  warm  the  pafiious,  which,  with  the 
inhab  tants  of  hot  climates-,  have  naturally  but  too  much  violence.  In  the  cities,  indeed, 
many  of  the  Mahometans  are  in  the  habit  of  getting  drunk.  But,  either  for  fhame  or  for 
fear  of  punifliment,  they  never  appear  drunk  in  public  ;  and  take  this  vicious  indulgence 
only  in  private,  in  their  own  huufcs.  ]'".xcept  that  young  man,  I  never  faw  another 
Mahometan  brutally  drunk  in  all  my  travels. 
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'  Our  Ghafirs  returned,  and  wc  continued  our  journey  on  tho  aoth  of  the 
month.  Next  day  I  advanced  before  my  fellow  travellers,  on  purpofe  again  to  view 
the  mountain,  of  which  I  (hall  fpeak,  when  I  come  to  defcrlbe  the  Egyptian  place 
of  burial. 

On  the  day  following,  we  had  an  opportunity  of  feeing  a  part  of  the  road  which  we 
had  paffed  by  night,  when  travelling  to  Jibbel  Mufa.  In  this  place,  near  a  defile, 
named  Om-er-ridg-lein,  I  found  fome  infcriplions  in  unknown  characters,  which  had 
been  mentioned  to  me  at  Cairo.  They  are  coarfely  engraven,  apparently  with  fome 
pointed  inltrument  of  iron  in  the  rock,  without  order  or  regularity.  Our  Arabs  thought 
the  time  loft  which  I  fpent  in  copying  thofe  infcriptions.  They  were  not  very  wrong ; 
but  I  fliall  fpeak  my  fentiments  on  this  head,  when  I  give  an  account  of  Jibbel-el- 
ISIokkateb. 

On  the  25th  of  September,  we  arrived  again  at  Suez.  Mr.  Baurenfeind  was  much 
recovered.  Before  we  could  reach  the  city  we  had  to  crofs  the  fame  arm  of  the  fea 
over  which  we  had  been  ferried  when  we  fet  out  on  our  journey  ;  but  we  could  find 
no  boat  on  the  eaftern  fide.  Perceiving,  however,  that  the  tide  was  ebbing,  we  ven- 
tured to  ford  this  part  of  the  gulf.  We  fucceeded  happily  a  little  north  from  the 
ruins  of  Kolfum.  Our  camels  walked  fteadily  ;  and  the  Arabs  who  waded  were  only 
in  water  to  the  knees.  This  was  perhaps  the  lirft  time  that  any  Europeans  attempted 
to  pafs  here  in  this  manner.  This  attempt  fhewed  us  that  the  waters  in  the  gulf  are 
much  influenced  by  the  tides,  and  convinced  us  that  in  the  ebb,  the  Red  Sea  may  be 
fafely  paffed  on  foot. 

After  my  return  to  Suez,  I  was  defirous  to  examine  alfo  the  wcftern  fide  of  the 
gulf,  and  the  adjoining  hills.  I  could  prevail  with  no  perfon  to  accompany  me  in  fo 
dangerous  an  expedition,  for,  at  the  fmalleft  diftance  from  the  city,  the  paffenger  is  in 
no  lefs  danger  of  being  robbed,  than  in  the  defart.  At  length,  however,  an  Arab 
undertook  to  be  my  guide.  But  he  trembled  at  the  fight  of  every  human  being  that 
we  met ;  and  indeed  thofe  whom  we  met  feemed  to  be  no  lefs  afraid  of  us.  Thus 
teazed  and  vexed  as  I  was,  I  could  make  but  few  interefting  obfervations  in  thefe  petty 
excurfions. 

I  now,  for  the  firft  time,  obferved  an  appearance  with  which  I  was  Angularly  ftruck, 
but  which  became  afterwards  fimiliar  to  me.  An  Arab,  whom  I  faw  approaching  at 
a  diftance,  upan  a  camel,  appeared  to  move  through  the  air,  with  the  gigantic  bulk  of 
a  tower  ;  although  he  was  travelling  along  the  fand  like  ourfelves.  Several  travellers 
mention  this  error  of  vifion,  which  is  owing  to  a  peculiar  refraftion  produced  in  thefe 
torrid  climates,  by  vapours  differing  greatly  in  their  nature,  from  thofe  which  fill  the 
air  in  temperate  regions. 

1  could  learn  nothing  certain  concerning  the  canal  which  is  faid  to  have  joined  the 
Nile  with  the  Arabic  Gulf  No  Arab  would  conduct  me  into  that  part  of  the  country 
through  which  it  is  probable  that  the  canal  might  pafs ;  becaufe  the  tribe  who  inhabit 
it  were  at  variance  with  the  inhabitants  of  Suez.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  Suez,  I 
could  find  no  trace  of  any  canal ;  unlefs  the  valley  of  Mofljciba,  between  Bir  Suez  and 
the  city,  may  be  regarded  as  fuch.  After  the  rains,  a  confiderable  quantity  of  water 
remains  ftagnate  in  this  vale,  which  the  inhabitants  draw  for  ufe  j  and  when  the  waters 
arc  gone  off,  it  is  foon  covered  with  grafs. 
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Chap.  VIII.  —  Of  the  Mountain  of  Infcriptions,  and  of  an  Egyptian  Burying-place. 

SINCE  Mr.  Clayton,  bifhop  of  Clogher,  publiOied  the  narrative  of  the  fuperior  of  a 
convent  of  Francifcans  at  Cairo,  we  have  heard  much  talk  in  Europe  of  a  difcoverv 
made  by  that  monk,  of  a  mountain  covered  wholly  with  infcriptions  in  unknown  cha- 
rafters.  It  was  imagined  that  thofe  infcriptions  might  fumifh  fome  teftimony  concerning 
the  ancient  refidence  of  the  Jews  in  that  country:  and,  in  this  expeftation,  the  bifliop 
of  Clogher  offered  five  hundred  pounds  fterling,  to  defray  the  expences  of  his  journey, 
to  any  man  of  letters  who  v\'ould  undertake  to  copy  them. 

But  the  marvellous  part  of  this  difcovery  by  degrees  difappeared ;  and  the  fanguine 
hopes  v/hich  had  been  built  upon  it  vaniflied.  Several  travellers  had  before  obfen'ed, 
upon  the  way  to  mount  Sinai,  fome  rocks  infcribed  with  ftrange  charafters  ;  even  in  the 
third  century,  thefe  infcriptions  had  been  mentioned  by  a  Greek  author.  Momonys 
had  formerly  copied  fome  of  them,  Pococke  and  Montague  had  copied  others,  and  had 
communicated  them  to  feveral  men  of  letters.  They  were  judged  to  be  neither  Jewilh 
nor  Arabic,  from  the  appearance  ot  fome  coarfe  pieces  of  fculpture  that  accompanied 
them.  Some  confidered  them  as  a  mixture  of  Coptic  and  Arabic  characters.  At  laft, 
a  perfon,  who  was  very  well  verfed  in  Oriental  literature,  conjedurcd  that  they  might 
be  Phoenician ;  an  opinion  which  is  the  more  probable,  ?s  the  Phcenicians  had,  at  a 
very  remote  period,  fetlleaicnts  upon  the  eaflern  coaft  of  the  Arabic  Gulph. 

As  little  were,  the  learned  agreed  concerning  the  purport  of  thofe  infcriptions,  and 
the  information  which  they  might  aiford.  Thofe  who  examined  them  the  moll  accu- 
rately, concluded  from  their  pofition,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  were  engraven, 
that  they  related  nothing  more  than  the  names  of  travellers,  and  the  dates  of  their 
journies.  In  the  fame  place  are  (till  to  be  feen  a  vaft  number  of  ill-engraven  infcriptions 
in  Greek  and  Arabic,  of  the  names  of  perfons  who  have  fought  by  this  means  to  tranfmit 
the  memory  of  their  exiftence  to  future  times. 

That  I  might  be  enabled  to  guefs  for  myfelf,  I  copied  a  good  number  of  thofe  infcrip- 
tions in  unknown  charadcrs,  which  we  found  engraven  upon  the  rocks  on  the  way  to 
mouiit  Sinai,  and  fome  of  them  upon  the  mountain.  I  have  in  m^poflefiion  a  copy 
of  another  infcription,  the  characters  of  which  differ  from  thofe  which  I  copied  myfelf. 
It  was  copied  by  M'*.  Donati,  a  learned  traveller,  whofe  papers  will  be  loft,  as  he  himfelf 
hjis  not  returned  to  Europe.  The  place  where  thefe  infcriptions  are  mofl  numerous,  is 
in  the  narrow  pafs  of  Om-er-ridftein,  which  I  have  already  mentioned.  The  pretended 
Jibbel-el-Mckatteb  m.^y  poffibly  be  in  its  neighbourhood. 

After  examining  the  fituations  and  the  engraving  of  thefe  infcriptions,  I  incline  to  the 
opinion  of  thofe  who  think  them  of  little  importance.  They  fecm  to  have  been  executed 
at  idle  hours  by  travellers  who  were  fatisfied  with  cutting  the  unpolifhed  rock  with  any 
pointed  inflrumcnt  ;  adding  to  th_ir  names,  and  the  date  of  their  journies,  fome  rude 
figures,  which  befpeak  the  hand  of  a  people  but  little  ikillcd  in  the  arts.  When  fuch 
infcriptions  are  executed  with  the  defign  of  tranfmitting  to  pofterity  thememor)-  of  fuch 
events  as  might  afford  inftrudlive  leflbns,  greater  care  is  generally  taken  in  the  preparation 
of  the  Hones,  and  the  infcriptions  are  engraven  with  more  regularity,  as  I  Ihall  have 
occafion    o  obfcive.  when  I  come  to  fpeak  of  the  ruins  of  Perfepolis. 

Althuugh  convinced  that  the  wonderful  part  of  the  fl;ory  of  that  mountain  was  perfectly 
imaginary,  we  took  paijis  at  Cairo  to  inform  ourfelves  particuUu-ly  concerning  its 
fituation  ;  and  as  I  have  before  mentioned,  we  found  a  Schiech  of  the  tribe  of  Leghat, 
who  pretended  to  know  the  famous  JibbeI-el-j\'Iokatteb,  iuid  proinifed  to  conduft  us 
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thither.  We  IkiJ  been  direded  to  examine  thofc  cuiiofities  ;  and  we  were  eager  to  fee 
them,  even  for  our  ovn  gratification. 

Arriving  on  the  evening  of  the  icth  of  Soptemhcr  at  our  Rchiech's  dwelling,  he 
conduded  us  next  day,  v.'ith  our  other  Ghafirs,  to  that  hill,  which  he  had  told  us  lay 
in  his  neighbourhood.  We  climbed  up  it  by  a  (teep  and  rugged  path,  and  inflead  of 
infcriptioris,  were  furprifed  to  find  on  the  fuminit  an  Egyptian  cemetery.  We  gave  this 
name  to  the  place,  altiiough  we  had  feen  nothing  of  the  fame  kind  in  Egypt,  where  :;ll 
iuch  monuments  are  now  funk  in  the  fand.  But  a  flight  acquaintance  with  the  Egyptian 
prchitecture  and  hieroglyphics,  and  with  the  antiquities  difcovered  by  Norden  in  tipper 
Egypt,  may  enable  any  perfon  to  fee  that  the  ruins  on  the  top  of  Jibbel-cl-Mokatteb 
can  be  no  other  than  Egyptian. 

It  is  covered  with  flones  of  from  five  to  fevcn  feet  in  length,  infcribed  with  hierogly- 
phics, and  f(~.me  of  them  Handing  on  end,  while  others  are  lying  flat.  The  more  carefully 
they  are  examined,  fo  much  the  more  certainly  do  they  appear  to  be  fepulchral  (tones, 
having  epitaphs  infcribed  upon  them.  In  the  middle  of  thefe  ftones  is  a  building,  of 
■which  only  the  walls  now  remain ;  and  within  it  are  likewife  a  great  many  of  the  fepul- 
chral itones.  At  one  end  of  the  building  feems  to  have  been  a  fnvall  chamber,  of 
which  the  roof  iiill  remains.  It  is  fupported  upon  fquare  pillars ;  and  thefe,  as  well 
as  the  walls  of  the  chamber,  are  covered  over  with  hieroglyphic  infcriptions.  Through 
the  whole  building  are  various  bufls,  executed  in  the  manner  of  the  ancient  Egyptians. 
The  fepulchral  flones  and  the  buds,  are  of  hard  and  fine  grained  fand  flone.  The 
Egyptians  are  known  to  have  ufed  granite,  or  lome  fimilar  fpecics  of  (tone,  in  all  their 
works  of  fculpture  or  architecture. 

The  Arabs  futfered  us  to  examine  thofe  curiofities  at  our  leifure,  and  to  note  down 
upon  the  fpot,  forne  particulars  relative  to  them.  But  when  I  began  to  copy  fome  of 
the  hieroglyphics,  they  gathered  all  about  me,  and  told  me,  that  the  Schiech  of  the 
mountain  would  not  permit  this  to  be  done.  That  pretended  Schiech  was  an  Arab  of 
their  acquaintance,  whom  they  had  agreed  to  honour  with  the  title,  and  invert  with 
the  power,  on  purpofe  to  draw  money  from  us.  The  lord  of  Jibbel-el-Mokatteb  who 
had  waited  our  ''pproach  upon  the  top  of  the  hill,  came  up  upon  this  and  told  us,  that 
he  would  not  for  an  hundred  crowns  fuffer  us  to  copy  the  leaft  thing,  or  permit  Chrif- 
tians  to  carry  away  any  treafures  that  were  hidden  in  his  territories.  The  Arabs  believe, 
cr  pretend  at  lead  to  believe,  that  the  Europeans  are  in  pofleffion  of  fecrets  by  which 
they  can  make  any  hidden  treafure  arifeout  of  the  earth,  and  can  convey  it  away  through 
the  air,  if  they  are  only  permitted  to  copy  any  infcription  indicating  its  fituation.  Upon 
this  fancy,  they  raifed  a  claim  of  either  fliaring  with  us  in  the  treafures  which  might 
tie  found,  or  receiving  an  hundred  crowns  for  their  permiffion  to  Uo  to  fearch  for 
them. 

Defpairing  of  being  able  to  bring  thofe  felfifli  mortals  to  rcafon,  I  fecretly  promifed 
four  crowns  to  one  of  our  Ghafirs,  who  had  always  (hewn  himfelf  honeft  and  obliging, 
if  he  would  accompany  me  by  ourfelves  to  that  place,  upon  my  return  from  mount 
Sinai,  and  give  me  time  to  copy  what  I  pleafed.  I  have  already  obferved,  that  this 
Arab  kept  his  word,  and  I  effected  my  purpofe.  The  hieroglyphics  which  1  copied  were 
as  well  executed  as  any  I  had  feen  in  Egypt.  One  thing  in  which  they  diifer,  is  in 
exliibiting  the  goat,  an  anima!  common  through  this  country  ;  whereas  in  Egypt  the 
goat  never  apperrs  as  an  hieroglyphic  fymbol,  but  the  covv^  frequently.  Thefe  mo- 
numents may  therefore  be  fuppofed  to  be  the  work,  not  of  perfons  aftually  inha- 
biting Egypt,  but  of  an  Egyptian  colony,  or  of  fome  people  who  had  adopted  the 
arts  and  manners  of  Egypt.     The  Arabs,  who  had  in  thofe  early  ages  conquered 
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Eg^'pt  under  their  fhcphcrd  b'ngs,  might  bring  with  them  v;hc>n  expelled  from  the 
fcene  of  their  conquefls,  the  arts  and  manners  which  they  had  learned  Irom  the  con- 
quered people. 

Whether  this  conjcdure  be  rejedled  or  admitted,  it  dill  remains  a  difficulry  how  to 
account  for  the  fituation  of  this  cemetery,  which  mud  have  bebnged  to  an  opulent 
city,  where  the  arts  were  flourifhing,  at  fuch  a  diftance  from  the  fcenes  of  cidtivation 
in  the  middle  of  a  defart,  and  on  thefummit  of  a  precipitous  mountain.  This  country 
is  indeed  more  populous  than  it  feenis  at  firft  to  be,  for  the  Arabs  ftudioufly  conduct 
travellers  by  roads  palling  at  a  diflance  from  their  dwellings.  But,  it  is  impoffible  to 
conceive,  how  a  populous  and  opulent  city  could  fpring  up  in  the  niidft  of  fuch  a  defart. 
It  is  more  probable,  that  the  inhabitants  of  lome  maritime  city  upon  the  coaft  of  the 
Arabic  Gulph,  have  been  induced  by  a  veneration  for  the  mountain,  founded  upon 
fome  fiipcrftitious  fentiments,  to  convey  their  dead  to  this  diftance,  that  they  might  be 
interred  in  facred  ground. 

Chap.  IX.  —  Of  fome  Cuftoms  of  the  Arabs  in  the  Defart. 

THE  Arabs,  as  is  well  known,  are  divided  into  tribes.  Speaking  of  thefe,  they  fay. 
Belli,  which  fign  fies  the  fons  of  fome  perfon ;  thus  Beni  Leghat  means  the  tribe  of 
Leghat.  Thefe  fmal!  tribes  have  each  its  Schiech,  who  is  commonly  dependant  on  the 
Grand  Schiech  of  fome  more  potent  tribe. 

In  our  way  to  mount  Sinai,  we  pafled  through  the  territories  of  Beni  Leghat,  Beni 
Saualha,  and  Beni  Said.  Thefe  three  tribes  are  particularly  conne£t?d  with  tl  e  convent 
of  St.  Catharine,  pretending  to  be  its  protestors,  although  in  reality  its  oppreffors.  The 
tribe  of  Beni  Said,  who  are  the  more  immediate  neighbours  of  the  convent,  have 
a  very  bad  charaflcr.     They  are  originally  from  Upper  Egypt. 

Thefi  Arabs,  although  fcattered  in  feparate  families  over  the  country,  feem  to  be 
fond  of  fociety,  and  vifit  one  anoiiicr  frequently.  A  fort  of  politenefs  too  prevails 
among  them,  but  it  is  too  ceremonious.  ^V'e  witneded  the  etiquette  of  their  vilits.  at 
the  dwelling  of  our  Schiech  of  the  tribe  of  Leghat.  His  friends  having  had  notice  of  h.'s 
return,  came  to  pay  their  compliments  to  \m\\  upon  the  occafion.  We  had  likewife  our 
fliare  in  their  polite  attentions,  for  they  congratulated  us  upon  our  travelling  thrcug!-:  the 
defart,  without  meeting  with  any  unfortunate  accident.  W^hen  they  falute  they  join 
hands,  embrace,  and  alk  one  another  in  a  tone  of  tendcrneis  ;  "  How  art  thou  '  is  all 
well  ?"  When  a  Schiech  enters  a  comp;my,  all  rife,  and  the  Schiech  goes  round  to 
embrace  every  one  in  his  turn. 

Some  travellers  have  frncied,  that  a  part  of  their  politenefs  upon  fuch  occaficns, 
confifls  in  mutual  enquiries  after  the  health  of  their  camels  and  oth^r  dometticanimids. 
But  fuch  enquiries  are  rather  taken  ill.  Although,  as  it  is  natural  for  two  men  of  the 
fame  profellion  when  they  meet,  to  con  vor  fe  ccnccming  thi.ir  affairs;  fo  two  Bedouins, 
whofe  fole  employment  is  to  manage  their  cattle,  will  naturally  queS.ion  one  another 
upon  that  hc.id,  jull  as  our  pealants  talk  of  their  fields  and  meadows. 

Their  way  of  living  is  nearly  the  fame  as  that  of  the  other  wandering  Arabs  of  the 
Kurdes,  and  of  the  Turcomanns.  Thty  lodge  in.  tents  made  of  ■  coarfo  iluft",  either 
black  or  flriped  black  and  white,  which  is  manufatturcd  by  the  women  of  goat's  hair. 
The  tent  coiifdts  of  three  apartments,  of  which  one  is  for  the  men,  another  fur  the 
women,  and  the  third  for  the  cattle.  Thofe  who  are  too  poor  to  have  a  tent,  coinrive 
however,  to  flieltcr  thcmfelvcs  from  the  inclemencies  of  the  wcriiher,  either  with  a  piece 
of  cloth  Itrctched  upon  poles,  or  by  reiirinv;  to  the  ci.viiics  of  the  rocks.     As  the  iliatie 
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-of  trees  is  exceedingly  agreeable  in  fuch  torrid  regions,  the  Bedouins  are  at  great  pains 
in  feeking  out  fliaded  fituations  to  encamp  in. 

The  furniture  corrcfponds  to  the  fimplicir)-  of  the  dwelling  ;  the  chief  article  is  a 
large  llraw  mat,  which  ferves  equally  for  a  feat,  a  table,  and  a  bed  ;  the  kitchen  uten- 
fils  are  merely  a  few  pots,  a  few  plates,  and  a  few  cups  of  tinned  copper.  Their  clothes, 
with  all  their  valuable  moveables,  are  put  up  in  leathern  bags,  which  are  hung  within 
the  tent.  Their  butter  is  put  into  a  leathern  bag,  and  the  water  which  they  ufe,  is 
preferved  in  goat  fkins.  The  hearth  for  the  kitchen  fire  is  placed  any  whfre,  and  with- 
out much  trouble ;  it  confiRs  of  a  hole  made  in  the  ground,  and  laid  with  ftones. 
Inflead  of  an  oven,  they  ufe  an  u'on  plate,  in  preparing  their  bread,  which  is  made  into 
fniall  cakes.     They  know  no  mills  but  fuch  as  are  moved  with  the  hands. 

Their  food  is  equally  fimplc.  They  are  fond  of  newly  baken  bread,  and  in  their 
excurfions  through  the  defert,  they  are  particularly  careful  to  carry  with  them  fufficient 
fupplies  of  meal.  .  The  only  other  victuals  which  they  ufe,  are  dates,  milk,  cheefe,  and 
lioney.  Onoccafions  of  feftivals,  indeed,  a  goat  is  killed  and  roafted.  Although  poor, 
and  mucli  inclined  to  live  at  the  expence  of  Grangers,  they  are,  however,  hofpitabJe 
among  themfelves,  and  often  invite  one  another  to  fliare  their  meals.  Our  Schiechs 
never  accepted  a  treat  from  any  of  their  friends,  without  ftriving  to  repay  it. 

The  Arabs  of  the  defart  are  drefl'ed  much  like  their  brethren  in  Egypt.  The  only 
difference  is,  that  the  former  wear  flioes  of  undreffed  leather,  and  of  a  peculiar  fhape. 
]\Iany  of  them,  however,  walk  with  bare  feet  upon  the  fcorching  fand,  which  renders 
their  {kin  at  length  infenfible.  They  arm  themfelves  too  like  the  Egyptian  Arab, 
riding  upon  camels,  as  thofe  upon  horfes,  and  bearing  a  lance,  a  fabre,  and  fometimes 
a  gun. 

The  drefs  of  the  females  in  the  defart,  although  Ampler  than  that  worn  by  the  ordi- 
nary women  in  Egypt,  is  in  reality,  however,  the  very  fame.  The  wife  of  one  of  our 
Schiechs  wore  an  uncommon  piece  of  drefs  ;  brafs  rings  of  an  enormous  fize  in  her  ears. 
Thefe  women  living  remote  from  the  world,  and  being  wholly  occupied  in  the  manage- 
ment of  their  domeftic  afiairs,  appear  to  be,  fiom  thefe  circumftances,  lefs  fliy  and 
fcrupulous  than  the  other  women  of  the  Eall.  They  make  lefs  difficulty  of  converfmg 
with  a  Aranger,  or  expofmg  their  face  unveiled  before  him. 

It  is  commonly  known,  that  the  Mahometans  are  permitted  to  have  four  wives.  The 
Bedouins  who  are  poor,  and  cannot  eafily  find  the  means  of  fubfiftence,  content  them- 
felves with  one  for  the  moft  part.  Thofe  who- are  in  the  eafieft  circumftances,  and  who 
hnve  two  wives,  feem  to  have  married  fo  many,  chiefly  that  they  might  fuperintend 
their  concerns  in  two  diiierent  places.  The  conducl  of  our  ydiiech  of  Beni  Said,  as 
as  well  as  his  converfation,  led  us  to  make  this  refleftion.  The  difagreement  that  fub- 
fifted  between  his  two  wives  afforded  an  inftance  of  fome  of  the  inconveniences  that 
attend  polygamy. 

VOYAGE  FROM   SUEZ  TO  JIDDA  AND   LOHEIA. 

Chap.  X.  —  Departure  from  Suez. 

DURING  our  abfence  feveral  fmall  caravans  had  fucceffively  arrived  at  Suez,  and 
thearrh'pl  of  the  great  caravan  from  Cairo,  followed  foon  after  our  return  from  mount 
Sinai.  Aichou^h  from  pirates,  properly  fo  called,  there  is  little  to  be Teared  in  the 
Arabic  Gulph,  yet  fo  unlkilflil  are  the  mariners  in  thefe  latitudes,  that  they  dare  not 
'•'  ',Titure  lo  any  diftance  from  the  coalls.     This  timorous  mode  of  failing  might  cxpofe 

a  fmgle 


TRAVELS    lil    ARABIA,    BY    CARSTEN    NIEBUHR.  fjr 

»  fmgle  veffel  to  the  robbery  of  the  Arabs,  to  avoid  which,  thefe  fhips  fail  in  little 
fleets  ;  four  always  fetting  out  together,  that  they  may  join  to  defend  themfelves. 

After  the  arrival  of  the  caravans,  Suez  feemed  more  populous  than  Cairo  ;  and  as 
fuch  a  multitude  could  not  long  find  fubfiftence  there,  all  were  eager  to  fet  out  without 
delay.  We  were  recommended  to  the  mailer  of  two  fliips  that  were  to  make  the  voyage. 
Although  now  accuftomed  to  live  with  the  Mahometans,  yet  in  our  padlige  to  Jidda, 
we  fullered  a  degree  of  uneafinefs  wliich  we  had  not  felt  upon  occafious  of  greater 
danger.  Soma  'Greeks  had  hinted  to  us,  that  the  Muffuhnans  thought  Chriflians 
unworthy  of  making  this  voysge  in  the  company  of  the  pilgrims  who  were  journeying 
to  the  holy  city  ;  and  that  upon  this  account  vve  fhould  not  go  abroad  with  Ihoes  upon 
our  feet.  Some  of  the  pilgrims,  indeed,  feemed  to  look  upon  us  little  lefs  unfavourably 
than  a  Capuchin  going  to  Jerufalem  would  regard  a  Proteftant.  But  to  be  obliged  to 
walk  without  ihoes  upon  the  deck  was  not  an  humiliadng  diftindion,  confined  to 
Chriflians  ;  it  was  a  reftraint  to  which  all  on  board  were  fubjeded.  Nobody  in  thofe 
vefl'els  but  mufl  walk  upon  deck  without  flioes. 

To  avoid  the  company  of  the  Mahometans,  we  had  hired  an  apartment  which  we 
thought  the  bell.  In  a  chamber  oppofite  to  ours  lodged  a  rich  black  eunuch,  who  was 
going  to  Mecca  ;  and  ufelels  as  it  could  not  but  be  to  him,  was  accompanied  v.iih  his 
feraglio  like  a  Turkilh  lord.  In  a  large  apartment  under  ours  were  forty  women  and 
Haves,  with  their  children,  whofe  crying  and  noife  gave  us  no  little  difturbance.  Every 
one  of  the  other  pailengers  had  hired  a  place  upon  the  deck,  where  he  remained  with 
his  bales  and  p.ircels  around  him,  having  only  afmrdl  fpace  vacant  in  the  middle  where 
he  might  drefs  his  viduals,  fit,  and  fleep.  Our  Greek  failors,  who  were  very  unfl-Jlful, 
were  perplexed  by  thefe  incumbrances,  and  could  not  go  about  to  manage  the  velfel, 
without  trampling  upon  the  goods  of  the  merchants,  which  produced  endlds  difputes. 

Our  vefl'el,  although  large  enough  to  have  carried  at  lead  forty  guns,  was  very  deeply 
laden.  Bclides  her  own  freight,  (he  towed  after  her  three  large  Ihallops  and  one  fmall  ; 
the  three  larger  fdled  with  paifengers,  horfcs,  Iheep,  and  even  women  of  pleafure. 

The  mailer,  an  honed  merchant  from  Cairo,  whofe  name  was  Schorcibc,  would  not 
have  been  diftinguiflied  among  the  feamen  of  Europe.  He  took  upon  himfelf  the  talk 
of  pilot  to  the  veilel ;  but  was  indeed  a  very  unfkilful  pilot.  Between  the  two  compafles, 
Aviiere  European  navigators  fet  a  light,  he  had  placed  a  large  magnet  to  reflorc  imper- 
ceptibly, as  he  faid,  their  magnetic  virtue  to  the  needles.  It  was  with  difficulty  that  I 
pcrfuaded  him  to  remove  it. 

With  fuch  feamen,  however,  we  were  obliged  to  fail,  although  they  durfl:  not  venture 
out  into  the  open  fca,  but  coalied  round  the  Ihorcs  at  the  rifk  of  being  dallied  in  pieces 
upon  jutting  rocks,  or  llranded  upon  banks  of  coral.  We  had  paid  the  mailer  for 
our  paflhge  immediately  after  agreeing  for  it.  But  according  to  the  cuflom  of  the 
country,  we  were  obliged  to  give  an  acknowledgement  to  the  failors  before  going 
on  board,  which,  in  other  places,  is  not  expected  till  paifengers  are  leaving  the 
velTel. 

To  avoid  any  difagreeuble  rencounters  with  the  other  p-.ilTengers,  we  had  taken  care 
to  go  firfl  on  board.  We  had  yet  feveral  days  to  w.iit  till  the  governor  fliould  infpeA 
the  Ihips,  to  fee  whether  they  were  not  overladen.  This  duty  he  never  fails  to  perform, 
for  a  fum  of  money  is  payable  to  him  from  each  veAel  upon  the  occafion,  which  con- 
flitutes  a  part  of  his  revenue. 

At  length,  after  all  thefe  delays,  the  four  fliips  weighed  anchor  about  midnight  on  the 

loth  of  Oiflober.     The  fide  upon  which  we  palfed  would  have  been  dangerous,  if  the 

wind  had  not  been  favourable  ;  for  it  is  covered  all  over  with  coral  rocjis.     The  fliips 
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cad  anciior  every  night,  and  we  had  then  liberty  to  go  on  fliore,  if  we  chofeto  run  tlie 
hazard,  in  order  to  lee  any  objcd  of  curiofity. 

Chap,  ll.—  0/t/je  Harbour  of  Tor. 

THE  harbour  In  which  we  happened  to  cart:  anchor,  was  once  a  place  of  fomc  con- 
fiJeration  ;  but  the  fmall  fort  of  Kalhi  and  Tor  is  now  ruinous,  and  without  agarrifon. 
In  its  neighbourhood,  however,  are  fome  remarkable  villages,  the  inhabitants  oi  which, 
as  of  all  this  barren  coafl,  live  by  fiihing. 

The  inhabitants  of  Beled-eu-Nailara  are  Greek  Chrlftlans.  In  the  neiglibourhood 
is  a  convent,  but  only  a  fingle  ecclefiaflic  in  it.  At  Bir  is  a  well,  the  water  ol  which  is 
better  than  that  at  Naba,  but  not  equal  to  what  the  Arabs  bring  upon  camels  from  the 
hills.  All  the  pilots  who  fail  between  Suez  and  Jidda  live  in  the  village  of  Jebil.  Each 
of  thefe  pilots  receives  five  hundred  crowns  for  the  voyage  ;  imd  gains  fomething  bcfides 
in  the  courfe  of  it,  by  inftrucling  young  perfons  who  accompany  him,  to  learn  his  art, 
which  confilts  merely  in  diftinguifhing  where  the  fand  banks  and  beds  of  coral  lie. 

Mr.  Forfkal  went  on  fliore  to  vifit  the  pretended  Valley  of  Elim.  The  ecclefiaftic 
belonging  to  the  Greek  convent  fcnt  a  guide  to  conduft  him  tliitlier.  He  found  it 
overgrown  with  date  trees.  As  he  did  not  immediately  return,  a  report  arofe  in  the 
veiTel  that  he  had  been  detained  by  the  Arabs,  for  attempting  to  take  draughts  of  their 
hills.  Son\e  merchants,  who  were  alfo  janiflaries,  fet  inihintly  out,  to  relieve  and  bring 
him  back.  Happily,  the  report  turned  out  to  have  been  falfe,  and  Mr.  Forlkal  returned 
without  having  met  with  any  unpleafant  accident. 

In  this  place  we  had  an  opportunity  of  feeing  that  whole  range  of  mountains  which 
terminates  with  Jibbel  Mufa,  and  forms  a  mafs,  of  which  the  mountain  of  St.Catharine's 
is  the  highefl  peak.  One  of  thofe  mountains  rifcs  near  Tor.  We  had  a  diftincl  view 
of  St.  Catharine's,  and  perceived  how  high  it  towers  above  Sinai.  This  vail  pile  of 
mountains  fills  the  whole  trad  between  the  two  arms  of  the  Arabic  gulf.  Near  the 
fliore,  thofe  mountains  fink  into  fmall  hills,  which  flope  into  fandy  plains. 

Chap.  XII. —  Voyage  from  Tor  to  Jidda. 

WE  continued  till  we  had  failed  as  fiir  as  Ras  Mahoranied,  to  call  anchor  every  night. 
But  between  that  cape  and  the  coaft  of  Arabia,  we  had  to  crofs  the  Red  Sea  at  its  full 
breadth.  The  Europeans  think  this  the  fafcll  route,  as  there  is  not  through  the  whole 
one  rock  on  which  a  ihip  can  be  wrecked.  But  the  Turks  think  themfelves  undone, 
whenever  they  lofe  fight  of  land. 

So  many  misfortunes  happen,  indeed,  from  the  ignorance  of  their  feamen,  that  they 
have  rcafon  for  their  fears.  Out  of  four  veflels  that  had  fet  out  rather  too  late  in  the 
foregoing  year,  two  hud  pcriflied  in  thefe  latitudes.  Some  perfons  who  had  made  the 
voyage  in  thofe  vellels,  narrated  to  us  the  particulars  of  that  event,  which  afforded  no 
bad  fpecimen  of  the  nautical  ikill  of  the  Turks.  When  the  ftorm  arofe,  all  the  failors 
and  palTengers  leaped  into  the  boats,  and  betook  tliemfelves  to  the  fliore.  The  two 
ftiips  being  thus  abandoned  to  the  ftorm,  one  was  dafhed  againll  a  rock,  and  the  other 
fank.  The  mailer  of  the  third  cut  away  the  cords  of  his  boats,  for  which  the  pafTengers 
threatened  to  cut  him  in  pieces.  But  by  explaining  to  them  their  danger,  and  pro- 
mifing  to  extricate  them,  if  they  fliould  not  perplex  and  impede  him,  he  prevailed  upon 
them  to  aflift  him  in  faving  the  fliip. 

In  our  pafTage,  we  found  ourfelves  in  danger  of  a  worfe  misfortune  than  fnipwreck. 

The 
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The  females,  who  were  lodged  under  us,  more  than  once  fufFered  linen,  which  they 
were  drying,  to  catch  fire,  in  confequence  of  which  the  veffel  muft  have  been  burnt, 
if  ve  had  not  been  aluimed  by  tlieir  fcreams,  and  haftened  to  their  afliftance.  The 
feccnd  time  when  this  happened,  our  captain  was  enraged,  and  fent  down  an  inferior 
officer  into  the  feraglio,  to  beat  the  women  for  their  careleflnefs.  The  infliftion  of  tliis 
punifhment  produced,  at  firft,  no  fmall  noife  among  them  ;  but  it  was  followed  by 
four  and  twenty  hours  of  a  fweet  filence.  Thofe  women  were,  indeed,  extremely 
troublefome  and  indifcreet.  Hearing  their  voices  fo  very  near  us,  I  was  tempted  to 
look  tlirough  a  chink,  and  faw  three  or  four  of  them  naked  and  bathing. 

Nothing  remarkable  appeared  upon  the  track  by  which  we  failed,  unlefs  a  few  fmall 
and  defart  iflands,and  the  fummits  of  fome  diftant  hills.  The  laft  objedts  that  remained 
wilhin  our  view,  upon  the  coad  of  Egypt,  were  the  famous  mountains  of  emeralds, 
called  by  the  Arai:;s  Jibbel  Sumrud. 

On  the  1 7th  of  Obober,  an  eclipfe  of  the  fun  happened,  vi'hich  had  been  foretold  to 
our  captam  by  Mr.  Forikal.  I  fliewed  this  phtenomenon  through  glaifes  to  the  captain 
and  :he  principal  merchants,  with  which  they  were  much  pleafed;  for,  among  the 
Mahometans,  a  perfon  who  can  predicl  an  eclipfe,  palTes  for  an  univerfal  fcholar,  and 
efpecially  for  a  very  fl<.;lful  phyfician.  Mr.  Forikal  was  confulted  by  feveral  of  the  paf- 
fengers,  who  fancied  themfelves  fick  upon  a  fudden.  He  mentioned  fome  harmlefs 
medicines  to  them,  and  recommended  exercife  and  a  peculiar  regimen.  At  length, 
one  of  the  pilgrims,  complaining  that  he  could  not  fee  by  night,  my  friend  advifcd  him 
to  light  a  candle.  This  humorous  prefcription  did  him  better  fervice  than  the  mofh 
profound  (kill  in  medicine  could  have  done  :  Thofe  MuiTulmans  were  pleafed  to  find 
him  thus  accommodate  himfelf  to  tlieir  manners,  and  became  very  fond  of  him. 

When  we  came  near  to  the  fmall  ifle  of  KaiTani,  the  Turks  began  to  exprefs  their 
joy  at  having  efcaped  the  dangers  of  fuch  a  paflage,  and  having  fo  nearly  reached  the 
coart  of  Arabia.  Cannons  and  mufkets  were  fired  ;  the  fliip  and  the  boats  were 
illuminatetl  with  lamps  and  lantliorns  ;  and  all  was  exultation  and  jollitv.  The  failors 
went  round  with  a  box,  afking  a  dole  from  the  paffengers  ;  every  one  gave  fome 
trifle  ;  and  they  then  threw  into  the  fea,— not  the  mrney, — but  the  box  in  whkh  they 
had  collecled  it. 

Continuing  our  courfe,we  incurred  confiderable danger, in  doubling  a  cape  furroimded 
•  with  banks  of  coral,  becaufe  our  pilot  was  drunk,  lie  had  frequently  afked  us  for 
brandy,  on  pretence  that  he  could  not  fee  the  hills,  or  the  outline  of  the  coaft,  unlefs 
his  fight  were  cleared  by  the  drinldng  of  a  little  flrong  liquor.  We  had  rcfufed  him,  lor 
fear  of  giving  offence  to  the  other  Mufiulmans  ;  but  we  foon  faw  that  they  arc  not  fo 
fcrupulous,  for  the  captain  fent  to  us  every  morning  for  a  quarter  of  a  bottle  of  brandy 
to  his  pilot.  The  Greek  merchants  might  perhaps  liave  made  him  drunk,  by  adding 
to  the  dofe  which  he  received  daily  from  us. 

We  arrivetl  foon  after  at  Jambo,  a  walled  towTi  near  the  fea,  and  having  a  fafo 
harbour.  Not  having  feen  a  fingle  houfe,  fince  we  had  left  Tor,  we  felt  no  Imall 
pleafure  at  the  fight  of  Jambo. 

Such  as  meant  to  take  Medina  on  their  way  to  Mecca,  went  on  fliore  here.  Throe 
of  our  party  alfo  landed,  and  took  their  fabrcs  in  their  hands,  like  the  other  paiTengers. 
An  inhabitant  of  Jambo,  fuppoling  them  Turks,  gave  them  the  falutation  of  peace, 
Salam  Alicuni,  and  entered  familiarly  into  converfalion  with  them.  But  learning  that 
they  were  I'^ranks,  he  became  vexed  at  having  profaJied  his  form  of  lalutation,  by 
addrefhng  it  to  Chrillians,  and  pafiionately  railed  at  the  infolcnt  audacity  of  thefe 
jnfidele,  who  dared  to  wear  arm§  in  Arabia.     But  the  other  Arabs  not  feconding  his 
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complaint,  my  fellow  ti'avellers  came  on  board,  without  meeting  with  any  other  unplea- 
fant  accident. 

After  flopping  for  one  day  in  tliis  harbour,  we  proceeded  upon  our  voyage,  retiring 
by  degrees  from  the  coafl,  near  which  many  beds  of  coral  rocks  were  fcattered.  ■  Wc-. 
had  an  opportunity  of  feeing  the  town  of  Maftura,  which  {lands  at  the  foot  of  a  hill  of 
the  fame  name.  We  doubled  Cape  Wardan  ;  and  anchored  nearRabogh,  a  permanenf 
habitation  of  a  body  of  Arabs,  who  lived  there  in  tents.  We  purchafed  from  them  a 
plentiful  (lock  of  provifions. 

Pilgrims,  in  their  firil  journey  to  Mecca,  are  obliged  to  affume  the  Ihhram  immedi- 
ately after  pculing  Cape  Wardan,  if  the  flate  of  their  health  permit.  This  is  a  piece  of 
linen,  which  is  wrapped  round  the  loins.  The  refl  of  the  body  is  naked  ;  and  in  this 
flate  they  proceed  through  the  refl  of  the  pilgrimage,  till  they  have  vifited  the  Kaaba. 
The  only  other  garment  they  are  fuffered  to  wear,  is  a  linen  cloth  upon  the  fhoulders, 
which  hangs  down  in  the  fafhion  of  a  fcarf.  But  many,  under  pretext  of  indifpofition, 
retain  their  ordinary  drefs.  Others,  more  devout,  ailumed  the  Ihhram,  although  they 
had  been  formerly  at  Mecca  ;  fo  that  by  the  evening,  we  faw  mofl  of  thofe  Mull'ulmans 
drelied  in  a  garb  different  from  what  they  had  worn  in  the  morning. 

It  may  feem  ftrange,  that  Mahomet  fhould  have  enjoined  the  obfervance  of  flrippingy 
which  is  fo  injurious  to  the  health  of  the  pilgrims.  But  this  law  was  inflituted  at  a 
time  when  his  followers  were  all  Arabs,  and  there  was  little  probability  that  his  religion 
would  be  propagated  in  more  northern  regions.  His  defign  was  to  make  the  pilgrims 
appear  with  due  humility,  and  in  the  common  drefs  of  the  Arabs.  Thofe  Unens  are 
ftiil  the  only  drefs  worn  by  the  inhabitants  of  this  province.  But  the  Turks,  who  are 
accuftomed  to  wear  warm  clothes,  and  even  furred  cloaks,  find  it  extremely  uncom- 
fortable to  change  thefe  for  the  Ihhram.  Superflition  maintains  local  cufloms  and 
inditutions,  even  after  circumftances  have  fo  changed,  as  to  make  them  counteraft  the 
purpofes  for  which  they  were  originally  intended.  The  members  of  feveral  religious 
orders  retain,  in  cold  countries,  the  common  drefs  of  the  warm  countries  in  which 
their  orders  were  inflituted.  In  a  chilHng  climate  we  fee  them  repair,  in  the  middle 
of  winter,  to  damp  icy  churches,  becaufe  the  primitive  Chriflians,  in  the  mild  climate 
of  Af!a,allembled  through  the  whole  year,  in  fuch  buildings, which  were  there  agreeable 
by  their  coolnefs. 

At  length,  on  the  29th  of  October,  we  arrived  in  the  harbour  of  Jidda.  The  fame 
reafon  which  had  induced  us  to  enter  the  fliip  before  the  other  paffengers,  difpofed  us 
to  remdn  in  it  till  they  had  all  gone  on  fliorCr-  Every  one  was  to  get  away  with  his  goods 
as  loon  as  poffible,  and  to  conceal  them  as  much  as  he  could  from  the  officers  of  the 
cufloms.  They  were  particularly  at  pains  to  conceal  their  ready  money,  which  pays 
two  and  a  half  per  cent,  of  duty.  One  of  the  paffengers  failed  in  the  attempt  to  fecrete 
his  money;  for  his  purfe  burfl  as  he  entered  the  boat,  and  his  crowns  fell  into  the  fea. 
Thofe  who  defraud  the  cufloms,  fuffer  no  confifcation  of  their  goods  upon  deteflion  ; 
they  are  only  laughed  at.  In  feveral  places  in  Turkey,  thofe  detefted  in  thefe  praftices 
are  compelled  to  pay  the  duties  double. 

All  who  had  been  this  way  in  the  former  year,  and  were  now  returning  from  the- 
city,  complained  bitterly  of  the  harfhnefs  with  which  they  had  been  treated  by  the 
cullomhoufe  officers.  We  were  therefore  ptrplexed  about  our  ready  money,  not  that 
we  were  unwilling  to  pay  the  duties,  but  we  were  afraid  of  being  plundered  by  the 
Arabs.  As  tlie  Mahometans  are  unacquainted  with  the  ufe  of  letters  of  exchange,  we 
had  been  obliged  to  carry  with  us  in  Venetian  fequins,  the  whole  fum  that  we  intended 
to  expend  on  our  journey.     After  various  thoughts,  we  refolved  to  put  our  money  in 
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ftie  bottom  of  our  medicine  cheft,  referving  only  two  hundred  fequins,  where  we 
expeftcd  the  officers  of  the  cuftoms  to  fearch.  Our  ftratagem  fucceeded  ;  and  no 
perfon  offered  to  move  our  medicines. 

The  other  three  veffels  which  had  fet  out  with  us  from  Suez,  did  not  reach  Jidda 
till  a  confiderable  time  after  our  arrival.  One  of  them,  by  the  ignorance  of  the  failors, 
had  been  in  great  danger  in  the  courfe  of  the  pafl'age.  She  wa^s  even  overturned  in  the 
road,  the  failors  ha\ing,  in  order  to  gratify  the  impatience  of  the  merchants,  in 
difcharging  the  cargo,  placed  too  great  a  weight  of  goods  upon  the  ftern  of  the  fhip. 
She  was  again  raifed  upon  her  keel,  but  a  great  part  of  the  goods  had  fallen  into 
the  fea,  and  were  much  damaged ;  a  new  inftance  this,  of  tlie  uiiikilfulnefs  of  the- 
Turkifh  feamen. 

Chap.  XIII.  —  Of  Jidda,  and  its  Vicinity^ 

WE  entered  this  city  under  ftrong  apprehenfions  of  ill  treatment  from  its  inhabitants. 
Recollefting  with  what  contempt  Chriftians  are  regarded  at  Cairo,  and  how  our 
companions  had  been  infulted  by  the  Arab  at  Jambo  ;  we  feared  that  we  might 
experience  flill  more  of  the  inhofpitable  infolcnce  of  the  Mullulmans,  as  we  approached 
nearer  to  their  holy  cities.  But  we  found  ourfelves  agreeably  dilappointed.  The 
inhabitants  of  Jidda,  who  are  much  accuffomed  to  Chriftian  merchants  in  the  European 
drefs,  were  not  llruck  with  any  thing  ff  range  in  our  appearance,  and  did  not  feem"  to 
take  much  notice  of  us.  We  went  freely  to  the  coifee-houfes  and  markets,  without 
fuffering  any  infults.  But  we  imderftood  that  none,  except  MufTulmans,  are  permitted 
to  pafs  through  the  gate  that  opens  towards  iNIecca,  or  even  to  approach  it ;  aud  kept 
therefore  carefully  at  a  diflance  from  that  gate,  left  we  might  be  difcovered. 

Our  letters  of  recommendation  were  of  great  ufe  to  us.  IMr.  Goehler  had  been 
perfonally  acquainted  with  the  Pacha  of  Jidda,  at  Conftantinople,  and  had  accordingly 
recommended  us  to  him.  We  had  letters  from  two  confiderable  merchants  at  Cairo,^ 
to  two  of  the  principal  merchants  in  Jidda.  A  poor  Scheich  had  given  us  one  to  the 
Kiaja,  the  Pacha's  Heutenant  :  a  recommendation  from  which  we  had  not  expetted 
much,  but  which  was,  neverthclefs,  of  more  fervice  to  us  than  all  the  relL 

That  Scheich  was  fecretary  to  one  of  the  principal  members  of  the  academy  of 
Jamea-el-Afliar,  at  Ciiiro.  He  had  been  born  in  European  Turkey,  and  having  ofteii- 
heard  of  the  fuperiority  of  theEuropean  Chriftians  in  matters  of  fciencc,he  camefrequcntly 
to  fee  us,  and  wi\s  eager  to  receive  information  from  us.  He  was  a  truly  worthy  man,, 
perfectly  free  from  fuperllition,  and  a  friend  to  the  whole  human  race.  Rlr.  Forlkal 
and  I  inRructed  him  in  the  elements  of  botany  and  aftronomy.  He,  for  his  part,  was 
very  ufeful  to  us,  exercifing  us  in  the  Arabic  Lmguage,  and  explaining  to  us  many 
things  of  which  we  muft  otherwife  have  remained  ignorant.  In  his  youth,  he  had 
given  the  Kiaja  fome  lefibns.  He  had  v/ritton,  without  our  knowledge  by  the  laft 
caravan,  to  prepoflefs  his  old  friend  in  oiu-  favour  :  and  gave  us,  befulos,  this  letter 
to  him. 

As  we  had  not  time  to  deliver  all  our  letters  with  our  ov/n  hands,  we  fcnt  thofe  to 
the  two  merchants  by  our  fei  vajit,  in  hopes  that  they  might  find  us  lodgings.  But 
when  they  underftood  that  we  were  fo  nrany,  they  excufed  ihemfelves,  alledging  that 
it  was  not  poflible  to  find  a  houfe  large  cnongh.  Had  we  been  fewer,  we  might  have 
taken  chambers  in  the  public  Kan.  Our  Greek  leiviuit,  when  we  wore  thtis  t  a  lofs 
for  lodgings,  applied  to  one  cf  bis  countrymen,  who  was  goMfmith  to  the  Sherrifle  of 
Mecca,  aud  iij  j^reat  credit  with  die  j[rir.cipal  men   in  the  city.    This  goldfrnith 
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informed  hiin,  that  the  Kiaja,  having  had  previous  intimation  of  our  comin;^,  had  given 
him  orders  to  do  us  any  fervice  in  his  pcnvor.  He  even  offered  us  the  ule  of  his  own 
houfe  for  a  night,  and  pronufcd  us  a  whole  lioufc  to  ourfelves,  by  next  day. 

Upon  receiving  this  notice,  we  went  indantly  to  deUver  the  Scheich's  letter  to  the 
Kiaja  ;  who  received  us  with  groat  politencfs.  We  went  afterwards  frequently  to  fee 
him  ;  and  in  our  anfwers  to  his  queltions  concerning  the  cuftoms  and  manners  of 
Europe,  we  communicated  to  him  and  his  friends  more  juft  and  favourable  ideas  of 
the  Europeans,  than  they  feemcd  to  have  before  entertained.  The  Arabs  confider  us 
in  the  fame  light  in  which  we  regard  the  Chinefe.  They  efleeni  thenifelves  the  more 
enlightened  and  ingenious  people  ;  and  think  they  do  us  great  honour,  when  they 
rank  us  in  the  fecond  place.  The  Kiaja  was  {"ond  of  converfmg  about  aftronomy. 
]Mr,  Forfkal,  w^hb  often  vifued  him,  perfuaded  him  to  form  a  garden  for  plants  near 
his  houfe,  and  to  bring  from  the  interior  parts  of  the  country,  the  ihrub  which  produces 
th.e  balm  in  Mecca.  The  Arabs  looked  upon  this  as  a  happy  thought ;  and  the  more 
fo,  becaufe  the  balm  is  not  to  be  obtained  pure  at  Jidda,  but  is  commonly  corrupted 
with  an  intermixture  of  extraneous  fubftances,  before  it  coiiics  there.  ■ 

After  a  few  davs,  we  delivered  our  letter  of  recommendation  to  the  Pacha.  He  had 
alfo  fome  knowledge  of  altronomy,  and  wilhed  to  fee  our  inftruments.  He  thought 
them  better  than  thofe  ufcd  in  the  Eafl,  and  fhev/ed  them  to  a  Scheich,  a  learned  Turk, 
whom  he  hatl  with  him.  The  Pacha  and  tlie  Scheich  fpoke  no  language  but  the 
TurkiOi,  to  which  I  was  a  ftranger.  But  we  had  enough  of  interpreters  ;  and,  among 
others  three  French  and  Italian  renegadoes,  in  the  fervice  of  the  Pacha.  Yet  they 
knew  nut  the  terms  of  fcience,  either  in  their  native  language,  or  in  the  Turkifli.  I 
could  not,  of  confequence,  make  myfelf  well  underftood  by  the  Pacha  ;  and  our 
converfatir-n  upon  thefe  fubjefls  was  not  long  nor  profound.  With  the  Kiaja  I  was 
■obliged  to  fpeak  Arabic,  which.  I  found  not  a  little  dilTicult,  being  ftill  ignorant  of  the 
terms  of  fcience  in  that  language. 

On  the  I  ft  of  November,  after  hiring  a  houfe,  we  made  cur  effects  be  carried  to  the 
cuftomhoui'e,  before  w^e  fliould  remove  them  into  the  city,  and  had  the  pleafure  to 
obferve,  that  we  were  not  the  lefs  kindly  dealt  with  for  beiag  known  to  the  Kiaja. 
That  officer  fat  in  an  elevated  fituation,  with  his  clerks  around  him,  and  directed  the 
goods  of  the  merchants  to  be  examined,  piece  by  piece ;  but  he  w  as  fatisfied  with 
opening  our  trunks,  and  did  not  make  them  be  emptied.  The  officers  of  the  cuftoms 
cxpeft  a  gratuity,  when  they  behave  with  difcretion.  The  Sherriffe's  goldfmith,  who 
liad  taken  upon  himfelf  the  direftion  of  our  txpence,  gave  them  a  trifle  in  our  name 
publicly. 

The  news  of  the  arrival  of  a  party  of  Europeans,  among  whom  was  an  aftronomer, 
foon  reached  Mecca.  The  brother  of  the  reigning  SherrilTe  was  at  that  time  advancing 
■with  an  army  to  attack  the  city.  Vv'ith  the  Mahometans,  an  aftronomer  is  always 
deemed  an  aftrologer.  The  Sherriffe,  therefore,  directed  his  Greek  goldfmith  to 
enquire  of  me,  Whether  he  fiiould  remain  in  poffelTion  of  the  fovereign  power,  or  be 
compelled  to  give  place  to  his  brother  ?  I  cxcufed  myfcif  from  returning  an  anfwer, 
as  being  ignorant  of  future  events,  and  as  cultivating  aftronomy  only  to  improve  the 
art  of  navigatiorL  But  Mr.  Von  Haven  replied,  that,  of  the  two  brothers,  he  who  bore 
the  greateft  refemblance  to  Haftan,  the  founder  of  the  family,  fhould  remain  victorious. 
This  rcfponfe  turned  out  the  more  happily,  that  the  reigning  Sherriffe  was  enabled  to 
maintain  himfelf  upon  the  throne. 

A  nobleman  in  Jidda  afked  me  to  difcover  to  him  the  thief  v/ho  had  ftolen  two 
hundred  fequins  which  he  had  loft.     I  alletlged  the  fame  excufe  as  in  the  former 
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cafe.  He  ihcn  applied  to  a  fiimous  Scheich,  who  was  a  better  aftrologer  than  I.  The 
Scheich  gathered  all  his  fervants,  ranged  them  in  a  line,  and  after  a  long  prayer,  made 
each  of  them  take  into  his  mouth  a  bit  of  folded  paper,  falling  them,  that  they  who 
wereumocent  might  f\v;dl()\v  it  with  fafcty,  but  that  the  guilty  perfon  would  be  choked 
by  it.  They  all  fwallowed  the  paper,  fave  one,wlio,  being  thus  fiirprifed,and  embarraffed, 
confefled  the  theft,  and  made  reflitution. 

He  is  faid  to  have  been  Sultan  El  Guri,  fovereign  of  Egypt,  who  in  the  year  15 14, 
furrounded  Jidda  with  walls,  to  protect  it  from  the  Portuguefe,  then  beginning  to 
become  formidable  on  the  Red  Sea.  Thofe  walls  are  flill  {landing,  but  are  now  fo 
ruinous,  that  a  perfon  may,  in  many  places,  enter  over  them  on  horfeback.  The 
bridge  is  in  an  equally  defencelcfs  ftate;  a  ruinous  battery,  with  one  difmounted  cannon, 
is  all  that  remains  to  flicker  it.  Some  cannons  before  the  palace  of  the  Pacha,  are 
good  for  nothing  but  to  return  the  falute  of  fliips  which  enter  the  harbour.  This  palace 
is  but  an  indilFerent  building,  like  the  houfes  of  the  other  Pachas  through  the  Ottoman 
empire.  In  the  city,  however,  are  feveral  fine  buildings  of  coral  flone.  But  the  other 
houfes  are  flight  wooden  fabrics,  like  the  ordinary  dwellings  of  the  Arabs  through  the 
country. 

The  city  is  entirely  deftitute  of  water.  The  inhabitimts  have  none  to  drink,  but 
what  is  collecled  by  the  Arabs,  in  rcfervoirs  among  the  hills,  and  brought  by  them  from 
thence  upon  camels. 

People  of  diflindion  in  this  place  drefs  nearly  as  the  Turks  in  Cairo.  But  the  poorer 
fort  wear  only  a  fhirt  without  breeches.  The  Bedouins  in  the  neighbourhood  wear 
only  the  Ihhram  upon  their  loir.s.  The  drefs  of  the  women  among  the  lower  ranks 
is  the  fame  which  is  worn  by  the  Arabian  females  in  general  ;  large  drawers,  a  flowing 
fliirt,  and  a  veil.  Many  of  the  poorer  people  are  employed  in  fifhing,  by  which  they 
feem  to  earn  but  a  fcanty  living. 

The  country  lying  immediately  around  this  city  is  fandy  and  barren.  If  we  may 
believe  tradition,  thefe  regions  have  undergone  no  change  fmce  the  creation  ;  for  the 
tomb  of  Eve  is  flill  fhewn  in  a  fpot  at  no  great  diflance  from  the  fea.  But  I  have 
remarked  fome  lure  indications  of  the  fea  having  receded  from  the  furface  ot  the  land 
here  as  well  as  in  other  places.  At  a  certain  dillance  from  the  fhore,  are  hills  entirely 
compofed  of  coral-rock,  and  having  a  perfeft  refemblance  to  the  banks  of  coral  lying 
along  the  coafl. 

As  I  was  walking  by  the  harbour,  I  had  an  opportunity  of  obferving  a  fmgular 
prailice,  which  the  Arabs  ufe  for  taking  up  wild  ducks.  The  perfon  who  is  in  fearch 
cf  the  game,  flrips,  puts  fea  weeds  upon  his  head,  and  approach.es  the  bird.  The 
duck,  not  being  alarmed  at  the  fight  of  the  fea  weeds,  flirs  not  till  the  Arab  feizes  it 
it  by  the  feet. 

Pococke,  and  fome  other  travellers,  were  not  credited,  when  they  fpoke  of  this 
mode  of  taking  wild  fowls  as  pradlifed  in  China.     But  no  faft  can  be  more  certain. 

Chap.  XIV.  — The  Goi€r)wicnt  and  Trade  of  Jidda. 

JIDDA  has  been  always  a  part  of  the  dominions  of  the  Sherriile  of  Mecca.  The 
Turkifh  Sultan  fends,  indeed,  a  Pacha  to  this  city  ;  but  he  is  not  abfolute  fovereign 
of  it.  'Ihe  fupreme  authority  is  fhared  between  the  Sherriffe  and  the  Turkifh  governor. 
The  latter  is  changed  every  year ;  and  accordingly  refufes  fomciimes  to  obey  the 
Pacha }  as  did  tlic  prefont  Kiaja,  in  one  iaflance,  during  our  flay  at  Jidda. 
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The  SlierrifTe  keeps  an  officer,  who  is  called  his  Vifier,  to  reprefent  him  In  this 
city ;  and  on  this  Vifier,  folely,  do  all  fuch  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Jidda,  as  are  the 
Sherrifle's  fubjeds,  depend.  This  officer  is  always  chofen  out  of  the  family  of  the 
Sherriffe,  frcn  among  thofe  who  afpire  to  the  fovercign  power.  A  defcendant  of  a 
noble  Arab  family  would  not  deign  to  compear  before  a  judge  of  a  meaner  birtli. 

The  revenue  arifmg  from  the  cufloms  is  fliared  between  iheSiiltiui  and  the  Sherrlffe  ; 
upon  which  account  the  Kiaja  and  the  Vilier  always  attend  together,  when  goods  are 
examined.  The  dues  of  cuftoni  are  fixed  at  lo  per  cent,  upon  the  value  of  the  goods, 
eftimated  arbitral i!y  by  the  cuftomhoufe  officers;  fo  that  they  may  be  confidered  as 
equal,  in  reality,  to  12  or  15  per  cent.  The  Englifh,  however,  are  particularly 
f^noured,  even  more  than  the  fubjeds  of  the  Sultan:  They  pay  only  8  per  cent,  ind, 
are  fullered  to  difcharge  this  in  goods  ;  whereas  all  others  mufl  produce  money. 

Although  the  trade  of  Jidda  is  fo  confid-^rable,  yet  this  city  is  no  more  than  a  mart 
between  Egypt  and  hidia.  The  fliips  from  Suez  feldom  proceed  farther  than  this  port  j 
and  thofe  from  India  are  not  fuffered  to  advance  to  Suez.  The  mafler  of  a  veflel 
from  Surat  being  driven  one  year  too  tar  north  to  enter  the  harbour  of  Jidda,  proceeded 
to  Suez,  and  there  difcharged  his  cargo.  But  he  was  put  in  prifon  next  year  at  Jidda, 
and  obliged  to  pay  the  whole  dues  that  would  have  been  charged  at  Jidda,  upon  the 
goods  which  he  had  difpofed  of  at  Suez. 

Were  it  not  for  this  advantage,  the  trade  of  Suez  would  be  very  trifling.  The 
circumjacent  country  affords  nothing  but  Taif  almonds  for  an  objed:  of  traffic  ;  of 
thefe,  indeed,  the  Englifli  carry  five  hundred  thoufand  weight  a-year  to  India.  Balm 
of  Mecca  is  alfo  brought  hither  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Medina,  as  an  article  for 
exportadon. 

The  imports  arc  greater,  becanfe  both  Mecca  and  Medina  are  to  be  fupplied  from 
this  market.  Large  quantiues  of  corn,  rice,  lendles,  fugar,  oil,  &c.  are  imported  from 
Egypt,  without  which  this  part  of  Arabia  could  not  poflibly  be  inhabited.  All  goods 
irom  Europe  come  alfo  by  the  way  of  Egypt ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  thofe  which 
are  brought  hither  from  India  pafs  generally  into  Egypt. 

Maillct,  who  refided  long  in  Cairo,  imagined  that  it  might  be  of  advantage  to  the 
nadons  of  Europe,  to  conduct  their  trade  to  India  by  the  way  of  the  Red  Sea.  But  it 
is  doubtful  whether  fliijis  would  be  allowed  to  pafs  the  harbour  of  Jidda.  They 
would  undoubtedly  meet  widi  much  fraud  and  chicanery  at  Suez  ;  for  the  proprietors 
of  the  veiTels  which  trade  at  prefent  betv/ccn  the  two  harbours,  are  the  mofl  refpedable 
nitrchams  in  Cairo.  Befides,  the  exorbitant  duties  which  v/ould  be  exafted,  would 
greatly  curtail  their  profits.  But  European  merchants  would  hardly  be  hindered  to  fettle 
at  Jidda  :  One  Englilhman  has  lived  feveral  years  here. 

A  circumflance  which  mui'l  always  have  an  unfavourable  influence  upon  the  flats 
of  this  trade,  is  the  low  ftate  of  the  finances  of  the  Government  which  prefides  here. 
Condnually  In  want  of  money,  they  often  require  the  merchants  to  advance  fome  part 
of  the  duties  for  the  next  year,  and  promlfe  to  difcount  what  is  thus  advanced,  when 
it  fails  due.  But  thefe  advances,  when  once  obtained,  are  left  to  accumulate  year  after 
year,  and  will  never  be  repaid.  The  Englifh  have  not  yet  fubmitted  to  thefe  im.pofiuons : 
but  their  firm  refufal  continually  embroils  them  with  the  officers  of  Government. 

No  money  Is  coined  In  this  province  ;  the  fpecie  current  here  is  all  foreign,  and  the 
fam*  as  at  Conft;antinople  and  Cairo.  But  the  larger  coins  pafs  at  a  higher  rate  here 
than  in  (^;iiro,  becaufe  fmall  money  is  more  plentiful  here  than  even  where  it  is  coined. 
Pilgrims  bring  this  abundance  of  fmall  money  into  the  country,  to  defray  their  travelling 
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expcnces,  and  the  alms  which  they  are  obliged  to  beftow  on  their  journey,  and  in  the 
Holy  City.  That  fmall  money  is  never  carried  out  of  the  country,  and  the  province  is, 
by  confequence,  abfolutely  overflowed  wdth  it. 

I  have  had  occafion  to  ipeak  of  the  trading  janifTaries.  Thofe  are  properly  merchants, 
•who  have  inrolled  themfelves  among  the  janiijaries,  that  they  might  be  protected  by  the 
privileges  of  that  body  from  the  impofitions  to  which  they  would  otherwife  be  txpofed 
in  conducing  their  traffic  ;  but  they  perform  no  military  duty,  and  receive  no  pay. 
Such  a  janiflary  is  independent  of  the  civil  magiflrate,  and  amenable  to  no  judges  but 
the  officers  of  the  military  body  to  which  he  belongs.  He  enjoys  alfo  an  exemption 
from  the  payment  of  cuftom-houfe  dues,  for  a  trunk  and  two  bafeets,  which  are  allowed 
them  for  the  conveyance  of  their  baggage  and  provifions.  But,  inftead  of  baggage  or 
provifions,  the  trading  janifTaries  take  care  to  fill  the  trunk  and  bafkets  with  their  moft 
precious  goods.  I  have  feen,  likewife,  fome  fhip  captains  and  pilots  who  had  inrolled 
themfelves  among  the  janifTaries,  folely  to  acquire  importance,  and  to  fecure  the 
protection  of  this  powerful  body,  who  are  always  ready  to  fupport  and  defend  a 
brother  janiifary  ;  for  fuch  janillaries  did  not  fhare  the  privileges  of  their  Turkilh 
brethren. 

While  we  were  in  Jidda,  the  janiffary  traders,  refenting  the  ftrictnefs  with  wliich  their 
goods  were  infpeftcd,  threatened  to  defend  themfelves  with  the  help  of  their  fellows, 
from  what  they  called  injuflice.  The  Kiaja  and  Vifier  ordered  ftrong  detachments 
from  the  troops  of  the  Pacha  and  the  Sultan,  to  attend  them  to  the  cuftom  houfe;  and 
the  mutineers  were  thus  repreffed.  But  after  our  departure,  the  janilfaries  affembled  in 
arms ;  upon  which  the  Pacha  direfted  fome  cannons  to  be  pointed  againfl  the  houfe  ia 
which  the  ringleaders  were  affembled,  and  all  became  quiet. 

Chap.  XV.  —  Voyage  from  Jidda  to  Loheia. 

OUR  orders  were  to  proceed  as  direftly  as  pofTible  to  Yemen ;  and  nothing  detained 
us  at  Jidda  but  the  prevalence  of  the  north  wind,  which  kept  back  the  arrival  of  the 
ftiips  going  thither  for  coffee ;  for  there  were  none  elfe  with  which  we  could  continue 
our  voyage  to  the  fouth  of  the  Arabic  Gulph,  At  laft  fome  of  thofe  veflels  arrived 
in  the  beginning  of  December  ;  and  we  were  advifed  to  take  our  paffage  in  a  fhip  from 
Mafkate,  bound  to  Hodeida,  for  a  cargo  of  coffee. 

We  went  in  hafle  to  fee  this  veffel,  but  were  not  a  little  furprifed  to  find  it  more 
like  a  hogfliead  than  a  fliip.  It  was  only  Lvcn  fathoms  long,  by  three  in  breadth.  It 
had  no  deck ;  its  phmks  were  extremely  thin,  and  feemed  to  be  only  nailed  together, 
but  not  pitched.  The  Captain  wore  nothing  but  a  linen  cloth  upon  his  loins ;  and 
his  failors,  who  were  nine  in  number,  and  all  black  flaves  from  Africa  or  Malabar,  had 
nothing  to  cover  their  nakednefs,  but  about  an  hand  breadth  of  linen,  bound  upon 
their  haunches  with  a  cord.  Our  friends  perfuaded  us  not  to  Hickle  at  appearances, 
as  the  Arabs  of  Mafkate  are  efleemed  good  failors,  and  manage  their  fails  like  Euro- 
pean mariners  :  whereas  the  fubjefts  of  the  Imam  are  very  unfkiliul  navigators,  and 
ule  mats  for  fails,  which  it  is  very  difficult  to  manage.  We  took  their  advice  and  agreed 
with  the  mafler  for  our  paffage  to  Hodeida. 

Our  firfl  intention  had  been  to  go  flraight  by  fea  to  Mokha,  as  we  hoped  that  fome 
Englifh  vellel  might  be  found  there.  But  we  were  told,  that  this  paffage  would  be  ex- 
tremely tedious,  and  that  we  might  travel  more  agreeably  by  land,  and  could  meet  with 
no  moleflalion  in  the  dominions  of  the  Imam.  However,  the  dajiger  of  livuig  among 
Arabs,  whom  we  reprcfented  to  ourfclves  fuch  as  thofe  whom  we  had  feen  in  the 
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defart,  ftHI  dwelt  upon  our  imaj^iration.  But  our  friends  again  afTured  us,  that  our 
fears  were  groundlefs  ;  and  we  accordingly  determined  to  land  at  Loheia,  or  rather  at 
Hodeida,  as  we  (liould  thus  begin  the  fooner  to  traverfe  Arabia  the  Happy.  The  Kiaja 
gave  us  Itnors  to  the  Dolas,  or  governors  of  Loheia  and  Hodeida  :  and  the  merchants 
to  whom  V. >.'  had  been  recommended,  gave  us  others  to  fome  of  the  principal  mer- 
chants in  thoTe  two  cities.  The  Pacha  gave  orders  that  our  baggage  Ihould  pafs 
unexamined. 

We  had  freighted  the  vefTel  for  ourfelves  alone :  but  yet  we  found  it  laden  with 
goods.  The  mafler  e>cufed  this,  by  telling  us,  that  thefe  were  abfolutely  necoffary 
for  balhift.  A  fmall  f'pace  was  however  allotted  to  each  of  us,  which  we  found  fpread 
with  a  ftraw  mat,  intended  equally  for  a  feat  and  a  bed,  upon  which  we  might  fleep  if 
we  could.  Bales  of  goods  occupied  every  place  elfe,  except  one  fmall  corner,  which 
ferved  as  a  kitchen.  It  was  impcilible,  therefore,  to  walk  or  take  the  leall  exercife. 
Mr.  Cramer  loft  his  watch  the  hrfl:  night  between  the  boards  and  a  mat  of  branches  of 
trees,  which  was  fpread  all  over  the  bottom  of  the  velTel,  to  keep  the  goods  dry.  It  was 
found  undamaged,  when  we  reached  Loheia ;  a  circumftance  w hich  proves  that  the 
timber  of  thofe  vellels  is  more  clofely  joined  than  one  would  at  firft  imagine. 

We  fet  out  from  Jidda  on  the  13th  of  December,  and  our  Captain  followed  the 
practice  of  calling  anchor  every  night ;  although  the  banks  of  coral  are  Icfs  numerous 
in  the  fouthern  than  in  the  northern  part  of  the  Arabic  Gulph.  If  we  had  fcen 
few  towns  or  villages  beuveen  Suez  and  Jidda,  we  law  no  more  between  Jidda  and 
Loheia. 

Our  voyage  was  uniformly  fafe  and  pleafant.  We  obfei"ved  fome  flying  fiflies, 
which  the  Arabs  call  fea  locufts.  On  the  fixth  day  of  our  voyage,  we  overtook  a 
velTel  belonging  to  Hodeida,  which  had  failed  from  Jidda  three  days  before  us.  This 
was  an  inftance  of  the  flow  failing  of  the  Ihips  of  Yemen,  whofe  mat  fails  receive  fo 
little  wind,  that  often  the  Arabs  can  fcarce  get  out  of  the  harbour.  We  faw  alfo 
ffcveral  fmall  veflels,  which  proceeded  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  fiiew  themfelves  to  be 
managed  by  men  of  much  more  fpirit  than  the  Turkifli  failors. 

After  feven  days  failing  we  anchored  near  Ghunfude,  a  confiderable  city,  but  con- 
fifting  merely  of  huts.  It  belongs  to  the  Sherrifl^e  of  Mecca,  and  is  governed  by  one 
of  his  oflicers,  who  lives  in  a  fmall  ifle,  at  fome  diftance  from  the  city.  He  is  obliged 
to  pafs  diiily  between  the  ifle  and  the  town,  in  order  to  attend  the  receipt  of  the 
cuftoms.  AH  the  fhips  which  are  employed  in  carrying  coff'ee  to  Jidda,  are  obliged 
to  anchor  here,  and  pay  a  duty  to  the  Sherrifte.  They  are  under  no  neceflity  of 
flopping  on  their  return  ;  if  the  crew,  however,  \vifli  to  go  on  fliore,  they  may  obtain 
a  general  permiihon  for  the  payment  of  two  crovms. 

Next  day  after  our  departure  from  Ghunfude,  where  we  (laid  only  one  day,  we 
paflcd  within  fight  of  Hali,  where  the  Sherrifte  of  Mecca  keeps  a  garrifon.  This  city 
is  upon  the  confines  of  his  dominions,  and  upon  the  border  of  the  province  of  Hedjas. 
The  neighbouring  Arabs  belong  to  Yemen. 

As  our  captain  needed  provifions,  we  had  an  early  opportunity  of  forming  ac- 
quaintance with  thofe  independent  Arabs  who  live  between  the  dominions  of  the  two 
Sherrifl^es  of  Mecca  and  Abu-Arifch.  They  are  governed  by  Schiechs  of  their  own, 
and  profefs  a  religion  which  feems  to  have  been  that  of  their  anceflors  before  Maho- 
met arufe.  We  had  heard  it  mentioned,  that  thofe  people  have  a  flrong  inclination 
to  appropriate  the  clothes  of  travellers :  in  imitation  of  our  (hip  captain,  therefore,  we 
dreifed  ourfelves  modeflily  and  fimply,  in  different  fhirts,  and  in  this  guife  went  on 
fliore  unarmed.     Some  men  immediately  advanced  to  meet  us  j  inflead  of  a  turban 
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they  wore  only  a  firing  upon  the  liead,  to  confine  the  hair ;  and  a  cloth  upon  the 
loins  was  all  the  reft  of  their  drefs.  Conceiving  our  behaviour  to  be  expreflive  of  fufpicion 
and  diftruft,  they  tlvrew  down  their  lances,  and  told  us  that  we  had  nothing  to  fear. 

As  we  wifhed  to  purcliafc  provifions,  they  led  us  to  their  tents.  As  we  approached, 
two  women  came  out  to  meet  us,  and  refpedfuUy  kifled  the  arms  of  the  Schiechs,  who 
kilTed  their  heads  in  return.  They  wore  no  veils  upon  their  faces ;  their  eyes  were 
blackened  with  lead  ore ;  and  they  had  black  fpots  imprefled,  as  ornaments  upon 
their  brows,  cheeks,  and  chin.  Thofe  beauties,  whofe  complexion  w;is  a  yellowifh 
brown,  and  who  were  almoft  naked,  immediately  afked  us  for  Kochhtl,  to  blacken 
their  eyes,  and  for  Elheune  to  dye  their  nails  yellow.  We  were  not  a  little  mortified 
that  we  had  forgotten  to  provide  ourfelves  in  thei'e  articles,  by  which  we  might  have 
been  enabled  to  gratify  the  eagernefs  of  thofe  fair  ones  for  drefs,  and  to  fupply  tliem 
with  powerful  aids  to  their  charms.  They  regaled  us  with  milk  and  butter,  v.hich 
had  been  kept  in  goat  (kins,  and  gave  us  bad  bread  to  eat  with  thefe  dainties.  They 
were  not  difpleafed  at  our  paying  them  before  hand.  Although  wanderers  in  the 
defart,  they  feemed  to  us  more  civilized  than  mod  ot  the  other  Bedouin  tribes. 

Next  day,  after  this  interview,  we  halted  near  a  mountain  called  Konembel,  fituated 
in  the  middle  of  the  fea,  and  faid  by  the  Arabs  to  have  been  originally  a  volcano.  It 
may  poflibly  be  the  remains  of  that  burning  illand  which  is  placed  by  Arrian  and 
Ptolemy  in  thefe  latitudes.  We  faw,  likewife,  not  far  off,  the  city  of  Gefan,  fituate 
upon  a  tongue  of  land,  on  the  coaft ;  but  we  did  not  venture  to  approach  it  ;  for  the 
Sherrifle  to  whom  it  belongs  bears  the  character  of  being  inhofpirable  to  ftrangers. 

On  the  29th  of  December,  we  arrived  in  the  harbour  of  Loheia,  and  caft  anchor 
within  a  league  of  the  town. 


ROUTE    FROM    LOHEIA    TO    BEIT    EL    FAKIH. 

Chap.  XVI.  —  Of  our  Slay  at  Loheia. 

BETWEEN  Suez  and  Loheia,  we  had  heard  much  of  the  independent  Schiechs, 
Avho  are  unwilling  to  fuffer  ftrangers  to  enter  their  dominions.  From  this  circumftance 
we  could  not  readily  credit  what  was  told  us  concerning  the  eafe  and  fecurity  with 
which  we  might  travel  through  the  territories  of  the  Imam  of  Sana.  It  was  for  this 
reafon  that  we  had  wiftied  to  go  ftraight  by  fea  to  Mokha ;  although  we  had  been 
often  enough  oppofcd  by  contrary  winds,  to  make  us  weary  of  this  mode  of  travel- 
ling. Two  merchants  of  Mokha,  who  had  fet  out  with  us,  determined,  however,  to 
continue  tlicir  journey  by  land.  We  thought  it  might  be  proper  to  accompany  them 
into  the  city,  where  we  might  learn  from  the  governor,  whether  we  could  be  fafe  to 
travel  by  land  between  Loheia  and  Mokha. 

Dola,  or  Emir,  is  the  title  which  the  Arabs  give  to  the  governor  of  cities.  He  of 
Loheia  was  an  Emir,  and  his  name  was  Farhan.  He  was  a  native  of  Africa,  and 
entirely  black  ;  but  had  been  brought  into  Arabia  in  his  youth,  and  fold  to  a  man 
of  rank,  who  was  fince  dead,  ;;ficr  having  occupied  one  of  the  firft  offices  in  the  fcrvice 
ot  the  Imam.  He  had  given  young  Farlum  a  good  education,  and  had  obtained  for 
him  a  fmall  office,  in  whicji  he  gave  fo  much  fatisfatlion,  that  his  merit  foon  raifcd 
him  to  be  Dola  of  a  confidcrable  city.  We  found  him  to  poffefs  the  dignified  polile- 
nefs  of  a  nobleman,  the  ftrid  integrity,  and  the  candid  benevolence  of  a  true  friend  to 
jnankind. 

E  2  We 
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We  explained  to  him  our  fituation  ;  aiid  told  him  that  we  v/ere  Europeans,  and 
wlfhod  to  go  by  Ilodeida  to  Mokha,  where  we  hoped  to  find  fome  Englilh  fhips,  in 
which  wc  might  take  our  paffage  to  India  ;  but,  being  ftrangers  to  the  country  through 
which  we  were  to  travel,  had  brought  a  letter  to  him  from  the  Kiaja  of  Jidda,  and 
iuiothcr  from  one  of  the  principal  merchants  in  Jidda  to  Mjechfen-el-Makkawifch,  the 
chief  merchant  in  Loheia.  The  Emir  had  known  a  good  many  Europeans,  or  Franks, 
at  Mokha,  but  had  never  before  fecn  any  arrayed  in  the  garb  of  the  Eaft,  which  is, 
however,  univerfally  worn  by  the  Oriental  Chrifliaiis.  We  knew  that  the  Mulfulmans 
regard  Chriftians  with  greater  eftecm  than  thofe  of  any  other  religious  community, 
except  their  own.  When  we  were  afked,  therefore,  by  Emir  Farhan,  whether  we 
were  Franks  or  Nazarites,  we  replied  that  we  were  both  ;  fearing  that  he  might,  per- 
haps, take  the  Europeans  for  Pagans.  Machfen,  the  merchant  was  then  fu  k ;  but 
the  Emir  fent  for  his  clerk,  to  receive  the  letter  in  our  hands^  addreffed  to  him. 

Hitherto  this  governor  had  knovm  no  Europeans  but  India  merchants.  He  was 
furpriled  when  he  underftood  from  die  letters,  that  one  of  us  was  aphyfician  ;  another 
in  fearch  of  plants  ;  and  a  third,  an  obferver  of  flars.  Struck  with  this  fingularity, 
and  fuppofmg  that  we  might  not  be  in  very  great  hafle,  he  propofed  to  us  to  ffay  fome- 
time  at  Loheia,  offering  to  fend  us  to  Mokha  upon  his  own  camels.  Mrschfcn,  the 
merchant,  who  needed  a  phyfician,  carneflly  invited  us,  at  the  fame  time,  to  take  up 
our  U)dgings  in  one  of  his  houfes. 

We  were  delighted  thus  to  find  the  Arabs  more  civilized  the  further  v.e  pro- 
ceeded from  Egypt,  and  to  meet  with  fo  polite  a  reception  among  the  people  who 
were  the  objeft  of  our  enquiries.  We  were  flill  more  delighted  that  the  people  themfjlves 
contributed  to  afi'crd  us  opportunities  of  traverfing  their  country  unfufpected.  To 
hide  our  joy  at  the  propofal,  we  expreffed  our  fears  of  danger  in  travelling  fo  near 
the  feat  of  the  war  between  the  Schiechs  of  Mekkrami  and  the  Sherriffe  of  Abu-Arifch. 
But  the  Emir  alfured  us,  that  we  fhould  be  fafe  from  all  danger  at  Loheia,  and  might 
travel  in  fall  fccurity  through  the  whole  territories  of  his  mailer  the  Imam. 

We  no  longer  heiitated  to  quit  the  velTel.  The  captain  not  having  taken  the  pre- 
caution to  exach  payment  of  our  paffagc,  when  we  came  firfl  on  board,  now  applied 
to  the  governor,  begging  him  to  compel  us  to  pay  in  full  for  our  paflage  to  Hodeida. 
The  Emir  generoufly  replied,  that  he  would  pay  his  demand  from  his  own  purfe,  if  we 
refufed  ;  and  the  merchant  Ma^chien  made  the  fame  promife.  We  did  not  put  the 
generofity  of  our  Arabian  friends  to  the  trial  ;  but  felt  ourfelves  deeply  indebted  to  them 
for  their  fervices. 

When  we  fpoke  of  the  conveyance  of  our  baggage  to  the  fliore,  the  Emir  fent  his 
own  boat  for  it ;  and,  to  fpare  us  all  trouble,  directed  the  merchant's  clerk  to  fatisfy 
the  officers  of  the  cuftoms.  In  the  evening  he  fent  us  an  excellent  fheep,  as  a  prefent 
of  welcome,  and  accompanied  it  with  a  letter,  in  which  he  called  us  his  guefts,  and 
aifured  us  of  his  friendfhip.  His  boat  having  only  mat  fails,  moved  fo  flowly  that 
we  could  not  bring  all  our  efFefts  on  fnore.  The  Emir,  underflanding  that  we  were 
uneafy  upon  this  head,  immediately  fent  fome  foldiers  to  guard  our  baggage. 

We  pafled  the  night  on  the  fhore,  whither  our  good  friend  Mjechfen,  who  very 
naturally  fuppofed  that  our  cooking  utenfils  mufl  be  yet  in  confufion,  fent  us  an  ex- 
cellent fupper.  Nothing  was  wanting  but  \vine  ;  and  our  ftock  of  bad  brandy,  which 
we  had  brought  from  Jidda,  was  by  this  time  finifhed.  We  might  have  fupplied 
ourfelves  with  wine,  and  other  liquors,  from  the  Jews  of  Sana,  who  manufacture  large 
quantiues  of  thofe  articles  ;  but  we  Ihould  have  been  obliged  to  carry  them  in  copper 
velTek,  which  would  have  rendered  them  noxious  tti  the  health.     They  offered  us  a 
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fort  of  bowzn,  which  we  found  naufeous.  We  were,  therefore,  obliged  to  content 
ourfelves  with  the  profpect  of  living  without  ftrong  liquor  of  any  kind  for  fome  months. 

Our  trunks  were  carried  next  day  to  tiie  cuftoni-houfe  ;  they  were  opened  ;  and  we 
were  afraid  that  they  might  be  ftrlftly  exaniined.  But  the  cuftom-houfe  officers  behaved 
with  great  civility.  We  had  remarked,  that  the  Emir's  attention  was  fixed  upon  our 
inftruments  folely,  and  that  he  feemed  anxious  to  underftand  the  ufes  of  them :  We 
therefore  explained  to  him  whatever  he  wifhed  to  know.  Mr.Forfkal  fhewed  him  fome 
fmall  objecls  through  a  microfcope  ;  and  he  was  mofl  agreeably  furprifed  to  fee  minute 
infefls  magnified  to  fo  large  a  fizc. 

The  houfe  affigncd  us  for  a  lodging  was  built  in  the  Eaflern  fafhion,  wth  a  fquare 
court  in  the  middle.  There  v.as  not  one  well  furniflied  room  in  it;  yet  it  confifted 
of  feveral  dlltiiift  apartments,  into  which  the  entrance  was  through  an  open  gallery, 
which  extended  all  around  it.  This  lodging  was  far  from  being  elegant,  in  comparifon 
with  the  fplcndid  inns  in  luirope  ;  but  in  Arabia  it  was  both  elegant  and  commodious. 
At  firll  our  court  was  conltantly  filled  with  crowds  of  people  curious  to  fee  us.  This. 
we  found  troublefome ;  and  therefore  hired  a  porter  who  fufiered  none  to  enter  but 
perfons  who  had  bufinefs  to  tranfact  \\ith  us. 

Chap.  XVII.  —  Of  the  City  of  Loheia. 

THE  city  of  Loheia  has  flood  only  for  thefe  three  centuries.  Its  founder  and  patroa 
was  a  Mahometan  faint,  called  Schiech  Soelei,  who  built  a  hut  on  the  fliore  where 
Loheia  now  Hands,  and  fpent  there  the  reft  of  his  days  as  a  hermit.  After  his  death, 
a  Kabbet,  or  houle  of  prayer,  was  railed  over  the  tomb ;  and  it  was  afterwards  by 
degrees  cmbelliflied  and  endowed.  Some  devout  pei-fons  imagining  that  it  would  be  a 
great  hajipinefs  to  them  to  live  near  the  remains  of  fo  holy  a  perfon,  built  huts  for 
themfelves  about  his  tomb.  Nearly  at  the  fame  time  the  harbour  of  Marabea,  a. 
neighbouring  city  in  which  a  governor  refided,  was  filled  up.  The  inhabitants  upon 
this  deferted  their  city,  and  fettled  at  Loheia,  whither  the  feat  of  government  was  alfo 
transferred. 

I  remarked  upon  this  occafion,  that  the  Sunnites,  the  prevalent  feci  in  this  province, 
although  forbidden  by  the  Koran  to  pay  any  acts  of  worfliip  to  created  beings,  yet 
regard  their  faints  with  very  fingular  veneration.  In  this  part  of  Arabia,  the  polterity 
of  the  faints  are  treated  with  as  much  refpeft  as  is  fliewn  to  the  pofterity  of  Mahomet 
at  Mecca.  Every  perfon  who  can  number  a  reputed  faint  among  his  anceflors,  is  dig- 
nified with  the  title  of  Schiech,  and  confidered  as  an  ecclefialtic  by  birth.  Families 
thus  find  it  their  interefl  to  eftablilh,  by  every  poffible  means,  the  fanctity  of  the  perfoii 
to  wliom  they  owe  their  origin,  and  to  maintain  the  authenticity  of  the  miracles  afcribed 
to  him.  In  this  manner  is  iuperlHtion  daily  extending  its  iniluencc  among  the  Maho- 
metans, and  feigned  miracles  are  conlhmtiy  multiplying. 

The  territory  ot  Loheia  is  arid  and  barren.  The  harbour  is  fo  inditierent  that  even 
the  finalleil  vefleis  are  obliged  to  anchor  at  a  diftance  from  the  city  ;  and,  when  the 
tide  is  at  ebb,  laden  boats  cannot  approach  near  it.  Notwithllanding  tliis  difadvantage 
a  confiderable  trade  in  coffee  is  carried  on  from  Loheia  ;  the  coilee  is  brought  from  the 
neighbouring  hills,  and  ex'pofed  in  one  large  heap  for  falc.  This  coifee  is  wot  reputed 
to  be  fo  good  as  that  which  comes  from  Beit-el-Fakih,  and  is  (hipped  at  iNlokha  and 
Hodeida.  But  coffee  is  to  be  purchafed  here  upon  more  reafonablo  terms ;  and  the 
carnage  to  Jidda  cofts  iefs.  On  this  account  feveral  merchants  from  Cairo  live  at 
Loheia,  a;ul  others  come  annually  hither  to  make  purchafes  of  coffee.  la  this  city  are 
alfo  forty  poor  Banians,  employed  in  different  trades. 

Loheia' 
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Lohela,  althou;j;h  without  walls,  is  not  entirely  defencelefs.  Twelve  towers,  guarded 
by  Ibldiers,  fland  at  equal  diftances  round  it.  'I'hefe  towers  refemble  thofe  in  fome 
of  the  imperial  cities  of  Gonnany  ;  the  height  of  its  gates  renders  it  neccilary  to  climb 
up  to  them  upon  ladders.  In  Turkey,  and  even  in  Europe,  it  would  ha\'c  been  dan- 
gerous to  approach  near  fuch  fortifications,  in  order  to  examine  them.  But  the  Arab 
guards  fat  fmoking  their  pipes  and  drinking  Kifcher,  and  gave  me  no  interruption  in 
my  walks  about  them.  Some  of  the  officers  even  invited  me  to  fit  down  and  partake 
of  their  refrefhments.  They  put  many  queflions  to  me  concerning  the  military  (kill 
of  the  Europeans,  and  fecmedtobe  furprifed  at  \\hat  I  told  them.  I  Ihewed  them  our 
invention  for  writing  without  ink,  and  in  their  prefence,  drew  with  a  pencil  the  lines 
and  angles  necefiary  for  laying  down  the  plan  of  the  city,  while  they  had  no  fufpicion 
of  my  purpofe,  but  called  on  their  comrades  from  the  neighbouring  towers  to  fee  my 
exhibition. 

Only  one  of  thofe  towers,  and  that  newly  built  by  Emir  Farhan,  is  fuch  as  to  admit  of 
being  defended  by  cannons.  The  reft  are  fo  ill  built,  that  the  Arabs  of  Hafchid,  fome 
time  fince,  made  their  way  through  them,  and  fet  fire  to  the  city.  The  inhabitants  are 
fenfible  of  the  weaknefs  of  their  fortifications.  After  our  departure,  upon  fome  hun- 
<ireds  of  thofe  Arabs  advancing  through  the  province  towards  the  fhore,  many  of  the 
inhabitants  left  Loheia,  and  took  re*\ige  in  a  fmall  ifland,  carrying  with  them  their  moft 
precious  effects.  But  their  terror  proved  to  have  been  premature  ;  for  Emir  Farhan 
no  fooner  put  his  troops  in  motion,  than  thofe  contemptible  enemies  retreated. 

Several  of  the  houfes  in  Loheia  are  built  of  ftone  ;  but  the  greater  part  are  huts  con- 
ftrufted  in  that  falliion  which  is  common  among  the  Arabs.  The  walls  are  of  mud 
mixed  with  dung  ;  and  the  roof  is  thatched  with  a  fort  of  grafs  which  is  very  common 
here.  Round  the  walls  within  are  a  range  of  beds  made  of  ftraw,  on  which,  notwith- 
flanding  their  fimplicity,  a  perfon  may  either  fit  or  lie  commodiouily  enough.  Such  a 
houfe  is  not  large  enough  to  be  divided  into  feparate  apartments ;  it  has  feldom  win- 
dows, and  its  door  is  only  a  ftraw  n  at-.  When  an  Arab  has  a  family  and  cattle,  he 
builds  for  their  accoiiiinodation  feviral  fuch  hutf,  and  inclofes  the  whole  with  a  ftrong 
wooden  fence.  The  population  of  the  cities  of  /\j-abia,  therefore,  cannot  be  propor- 
tionate to  their  extent. 

Lime  is  prepared  in  the  neighbourhood  of  this  city,  by  the  calcination  of  coral  from 
the  fea  in  the  open  air,  and  without  a  furnace.  In  the  larger  maifes,  when  they  were 
broken,  we  often  faw  oblong  flielLs,  with  the  animal  ftill  alive  within  them.  Thefefeas 
abound  in  beautiful  fliells  and  uncommon  fiflies. 

The  water  at  Loheia  is  very  bad  and  is  brought  from  a  diftance.  The  common 
people  drink  from  a  well  which  is  a  league  from  the  city.  The  beft  water,  which  how- 
ever cannot  be  praifed  as  good,  comes  from  two  leagues  and  a  half's  diftance.  As 
wheeled  carriages  are  unknown  here,  this  water  is  carried  upon  camels  or  affes ;  not 
in  fkins  as  in  Egypt  and  Turkey,  but  in  earthen  jars,  a  number  of  which  han;:;  upon 
each  fide  of  a  camel.  Within  two  leagues  of  the  city  is  a  fmall  hill  which  aftuids  con- 
fiderable  quantities  of  mineral  fait. 

Chap.  XVIII.  —  Of  the  Inhabitants  of  Loheia. 

FROM  all  that  we  faw  and  from  all  that  befel  us  in  this  city,  we  judged  the  inha- 
bitants to  be  curious,  mtelligcnt,  and  polifhed  in  their  manners.  All  were  eager  to  fee 
the  Europeans  and  the  wonders  which  they  performed.     After  we  had  employed  a 
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porter,  thofe  who  had  no  other  pretext  upon  whicli  they  might  obtain  admiffion  to  us 
pretended  to  confult  our  phyfician.  One  aflvcd  him  to  feel  his  pulfe,  and  to  tell  him 
•what  medicines  or  regimen  he  ftood  in  need  of;  wliile  another  enquired  how  it  came 
that  he  could  not  Heep  ? 

We  had  one  opportunity  of  learning  their  ideas  of  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from 
medicine.  Mr.  Cramer  had  given  a  fcribe  a  vomit  which  operated  with  extreme 
violence.  The  Arabs  being  flruck  at  its  wonderful  effects,  refulved  all  to  take  the  fame 
excellent  remedy ;  and  the  reputation  of  our  friend's  {kill  thus  became  very  high  among 
them.  The  Emir  Bahr,  or  infpcdtor  of  the  port,  fent  one  day  for  him  ;  and  as  he  did 
not  go  immediately  the  Emir  foon  after  fent  a  faddled  horfe  to  our  gate.  Mr.  Cramer, 
fuppofing  that  this  horfe  was  intended  to  bear  him  to  the  Emir,  was  going  to  mount  him, 
when  he  was  told  that  this  was  the  patient  lie  was  to  cure.  We  luckily  found  out 
another  phyficiaa  in  our  party.  Our  Swediih  fervant  had  ferved  among  the  hufl'ar 
troops  in  his  native  country,  and  in  that  fervice  had  learned  fome  knowledge  of  the 
difeafes  of  horfes.  He  offered  to  cure  the  Emir's  horfe  and  fucceeded.  The  cure  ren- 
dered him  famous :  and  he  was  often  fent  for  afterwards  to  human  patients. 
The  Arabian  phyficians  extend  their  care  equally  to  men  and  horfes,  and  even  other 
creatures. 

When  we  fhewed  our  microfcopes  to  Emir  Farhan  at  the  cuftomhoufe,  the  other 
Arabs  were  all  aftonilhed  as  well  as  he,  to  fee  the  fize  of  the  infefts  fo  much  magnified. 
A  fervant  who  faw  one  of  thofe  magnified  infects,  faid  that  they  were  the  growth  of 
Europe,  and  that  thofe  of  Arabia,  wore  in  comparifon  exceedingly  diminutive.  But 
nothing  furprifed  the  people  of  dii'Jndlon  more  than  when  they  fajv  through  a  tele- 
fcope  a  woman  walking  ;  they  could  not  conceive  how  it  happened,  that  although  flie 
appeared  topfy  turvy,  yet  her  under  garments  did  not  turn  about  her  ears,  and  exclaimed 
repeatedly,  Allah  Akbar,  God  is  Great. 

I'he  children  obferving  that  we  gathered  infects,  brought  great  numbers,  which  they 
afked  us  to  buy.  Thofe  who  were  grovi'n  up  Ihewed  alfo  many  indications  of  a  tmn  for 
induflry,  which,  if  properly  direfted  and  encouraged,  might  render  this  people  a  coni- 
mcrcial  nation. 

Two  Arabs  came  one  day  to  fee  us  eat.  The  one  was  a  young  nobleman  of  Sana, 
who  had  received  a  good  education  ;  the  other,  a  man  of  fome  confequcnce  from  the 
province  of  Hachtan,  where  few  flrangers  are  ever  feen,  and  the  grcateft  fimplicity  of 
manners  ftill  prevails.  When  we  invited  them  to  ,dine  with  us,  the  latter  earneflly 
replied,  "  God  preferve  me  from  eatmg  with  infidels  who  believe  not  in  God."  When 
I  aflved  him  fome  particulars  concerning  his  country,  he  replied,  "  What  is  my  country 
to  you  ?  Do  you  want  to  conquer  it  ?"  He  was  altonifhed  at  every  thing  he  faw,  our 
fpoons,  our  plaf-s,  our  forks.  He  alked  fomefimple  queltions  which  excited  laughter. 
He  then  went  out  in  a  paflion,  and  his  companion  from  Sana  had  fome  difficulty  to 
perfuade  him  back.  When  he  came  back  he  faw  whole  fowls  before  us,  which  fur- 
prifed that  fober  Arab  not  a  little,  as  he  imagined  we  had  eaten  too  much  before.  When 
at  lad,  he  faw  Mr. Von  Haven  about  to  carve  one  of  thefe  fowls,  he  Itepped  for\\'ard, 
and  feized  him  by  the  arm,  faying,  with  a  peevilh  tone,  "  What,  w;lt  thou  eat  (till  ?" 
He  then  w  out  out  in  a  rage,  and  would  not  return.  The  young  man  from  Sana  apolo- 
gized for  him,  and  begged  us  to  excui'e  the  fimplicity  of  his  countryman. 

Mr.  Baurenfeind  and  I  fometimes  diverted  ourfelves  with  playir.-  on  the  violin,  which 
led  iuch  as  liappened  to  overhear  us,  to  think  us  nui.cians.  A  r.cli  merchiuit  fent  foe 
us  to  come  w  ith  our  inftruments  to  his  houle.  We  reaifed,  becaufo  the  Arabs  look 
with  cojitempt  upon  mulicians  by  proi'eflion.     The  merchuiit  bcmjj  old  ajid  uot  able 
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to  walk  fo  far,  mounted  an  afs,  and  came  with  two  fervants  fupporting  him  to  our  houfo, 
in  order  to  gratify  his  curiofuy  by  feeing  and  hearing  us.  He  was  very  polite,  and 
allured  us  that  he  had  no  averiicn  to  Chrillians ;  for  that  a  diverfity  of  religion  was 
tolerated  by  God,  t!:ie  Creator  of  all.  After  fome  converfation,  he  expreffed  a  wilh  to 
fee  our  violins,  and  hear  us  play  upon  them.  We  played  fome  folemn  tunes,  which  are 
more  to  the  tafte  of  the  Orientals,  than  our  gayer  mufic.  He  feemed  to  be  pleafed  and 
offered  each  of  us  half  a  crown  at  parting.  The  Arabs  refufe  no  prefents,  however 
fmall,  and  he  was  not  a  little  furprifed  when  we  declined  accepting  his  money;  efpecially 
as  he  could  not  conceive  what  inducements  any  perfon  could  have  to  learn  mufic  if  not 
to  gain  by  it. 

This  merchant  was  one  of  thofe  few  who  wear  their  beards  dyed  red ;  a  cuftom 
which  feems  to  be  difapp roved  by  the  more  judicious  Arabs.  His  reafon  to  us  was, 
that  a  red  beard  was  handfomcr  than  a  white  one  ;  but  others  told  us,  that  he  had  the 
weaknefs  to  think  to  conceal  his  age  by  this  filly  difguife.  He  told  us  that  he  was  about 
feventy  years  of  age  ;  but  his  acquaintance  affirmed  that  he  was  not  under  ninety.  We 
had  obferved  of  the  Mulfulmans  in  general,  however,  that  they  feldom  know  their  own 
age  exattly.  They  reckon  by  the  moll  remarkable  incidents  in  their  lives,  and  fay,  I 
was  a  child  when  fuch  an  event  happened,  or  when  fuch  a  one  was  governor  of  the 
province  or  city. 

This  merchant  often  afterwards  invited  us  to  his  houfe,  and  became  at  length  fo  fami- 
liar as  to  entertain  us  with  a  detail  of  his  adventures.  If  we  might  believe  his  ftory,  he 
had  enjoyed,  one  after  another,  near  an  hundred  young  and  beautiful  female  flaves,  all 
of  whom  he  had  fold,  given  in  marriage,  or  reftored  to  liberty,  after  keeping  them  for 
fome  time.  He  had  Hill  two  of  thefe  ;  and  he  would  die  content,  he  faid,  if  he  could 
only  forget  the  frailty  of  old  age  now  and  then  in  their  company  ;  he  offered  to  make 
our  phylician  a  confiderable  prefent,  if  he  could  reftore  him  fo  much  of  the  vigour  of 
youth  as  might  qualify  him  for  this  enjoyment.  Another  merchant  who  was  fifty  years 
of  age,  had  promifed  our  phyfician  an  hundred  crowns,  if  he  would  give  him  fome 
remedies  to  fit  h'-^  for  the  enjoyment  of  fome  young  and  beautiful  female  flaves  whom 
he  had  in  a  hou.  _.^  Mecca.  But  he  was  fo  exhaufted  by  excelhve  indulgence,  that 
neither  Mr.  Cramer's  prefcription,  nor  yet  thofe  of  the  furgeons  of  fome  Englifh  fliips 
whom  he  had  before  confulted,  could  reltore  him  to  his  genial  vigour. 

The  women  of  Loheia  wear  large  veils  in  the  ftreet  which  cover  their  countenances  fo 
entirely,  that  only  orie  of  their  eyes  can  be  difcovered,  and  that  but  imperfedlly.  Yet 
they  make  no  difficulty  of  unveiling  before  ftrangers  as  they  pafs,  efpecially  it  they  hap- 
pen to  think  themfelves  pretty,  and  are  fure  that  they  are  not  obferved  by  any  of  their 
countrymen.  Mr.  Baurenfeind  made  a  drawing  of  one  of  thofe  females.  Her  brow, 
cheeks,  and  chin,  were  ornamented  with  black  fpots,  imprefled  into  the  ffiin,  and  (he  had 
alfo  her  eyes  artificially  blackened. 

Chap.  XIX.  —  Departure  from  Loheia. 

AFTER  examining  all  that  feemed  worthy  of  notice  in  this  city  and  its  neighbour- 
hood, we  became  defirous  to  proceed  on  our  journey,  and  to  vifit  the  other  parts  of 
Yemen.  It  was  requifite,  however,  that  we  fliould  allign  a  reafon  to  our  friend  Farhan 
for  our  earneftneis  to  depart.  By  good  fortune  we  learned  that  an  Englilh  vefiel  was 
arrived  at  Mokha  :  but  this  veflel,  the  Emir  well  knew,  was  not  to  fail  from  that  harbour 
till  June.  We  told  him,  therefore,  that  we  had  fome  immediate  bufinefs  to  tranfack 
with  our  countrymen  that  were  newly  arrived ;  upon  which  account  we  meant  to  fet 
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out  for  Beit  el  Fakih,  and  after  refling  there  a  fhort  time,  to  continue  our  journey  to 
Mokha.  He  anfwered,  that  we  were  furely  diifatisfied  with  our  entertainment  at  Loheia, 
otherwife  we  would  not  thinlc  of  leaving  it  fj  foon  ;  and  yet  no  governor  could  take 
more  concern  to  ferve  us  than  he.  After  convincing  him  that  we  were  actually  under 
a  neceflity  of  fetting  out  for  Mokha,  we  prepared  for  our  departure. 

We  had  made  a  large  colledion  of  natural  curiofities,  the  carriage  of  which  by  land 
would  have  cod  a  great  expcnce.  We  refolved,  therefore,  to  fend  our  trunks,  and  all 
the  bag?;age  we  were  not  likely  to  need,  to  Beit  el  Fakih.  The  governor  did  us  the 
kindnefs  of  fending  by  the  fame  conveyance,  a  letter  to  the  Dola  of  Mokha,  in  which 
he  afked  him  to  fuffer  our  efteds  to  remain  untouched  at  the  cuftom-houfe,  till  we 
ourfelves  fliould  arrive. 

When  we  fent  to  take  leave  of  our  friend  Emir  Farhan  he  was  indifpofed,  and  we 
could  not  fee  him.  But  when  he  heard  that  we  had  determiiied  to  fet  out,  he  defired 
that  we  would  come  to  him  very  late  in  the  evening.  We  found  him  in  company  with 
feveral  Arabs  ;  before  him  lay  an  Englifli  telefcope  which  I  had  lent  him,  a  piece  of  filk 
(luff,  and  a  parcel  of  crowns.  He  would  return  me  my  telefcope,  but  I  infilled  that  he 
fiiouid  keep  it ;  which,  after  long  refufal,  he  at  laft,  with  vifible  fatisfaftion,  confented 
to  do.  The  piece  of  fdk,  with  twenty  crowns,  were  a  prefent  intended  for  our  phyfician; 
and  the  red  of  the  crowns  he  prelled  us  to  accept,  in  order  to  pay  the  hire  for  our  affes 
and  camels.  He  and  his  company  tedified  the  Itronged  furprife,  when  they  faw  us  rcfufe 
the  money  thus  offered  us  ;  for  indead  of  refufing,  Turkiih  travellers  are  ready  to  de- 
mand fuch  gratuities. 

We  were  unwilling  to  be  burthenfome  to  the  Arabs,  and  would  therefore  accept  of 
nothing  from  them,  without  making  a  recompenfe.  We  made  the  Emir  a  prefent  of  a 
watch,  which,  having  never  before  had  one  of  his  own,  he  knew  not  how  to  manage. 
A  merchant  from  Cairo,  who  was  fettled  at  Loheia,  promifed  to  wind  it  up  every  day. 
We  parted  with  fmcere  regret  from  this  good  governor. 

We  hired  camels  for  our  baggage,  and  horfes  for  ourfelves.  hi  Arabia,  Chridians 
are  not  prohibited  the  ufe  of  horfes  ;  but  thefe  can  rarely  be  had  for  hire.  The  ufual 
mode  of  travelling  here  is  upon  alfes  ;  which  in  this  province  are  large,  drong,  fpirited, 
and  walk  with  a  pace  not  the  molt  pleafant  to  the  rider. 

Travelling  being  as  little  expofed  to  danger  in  Yemen  as  in  any  other  country  in 
the  world,  wo  did  not  need  to  wait  for  the  fetting  out  of  any  caravan.  We  therefore 
fet  out  from  l.oheia  alone  on  the  20th  of  February,  fending  the  camels  before,  and  fol- 
lowing them  ourfelves  within  a  few  hours  upon  our  afles. 

Chap.  XX.  —  Route  by  Tehama. 

THE  territory  of  Yemen  is  naturally  divided  into  two  didind  provinces.  Tliat  part 
which  borders  on  the  Arabic  gulf  is  a  fandy  plain,  which,  as  it  fpreads  backward,  rids 
by  a  grailual  afcent  into  hills,  and  terminates  in  a  lofty  range  of  mountains.  The  plain 
is  called  'I'ehama.     We  had  to  crofs  it  on  our  way  to  Beit  el  Fakih. 

In  the  hrd  day  of  our  journey  we  travelled  through  a  parched  and  barren  trL'cf  of 
country,  along  an  arm  of  the  lea  which  penetrates  a  confiderable  way  into  the  land. 
We  reded  in  a  coifce-houfe  fituate  near  a  village.  Mokeya  is  the  name  given  by  the 
Arabs  to  luch  coOee-houies  which  iland  in  the  open  country,  and  arc  iiucndcd,  like  our 
inns,  for  the  acconunodation  of  travellers.  They  are  mere  huts,  and  are  fcarcely  fur- 
nhlu'd  with  a  Serir,  or  long  feat  of  draw  ropes  ;  nor  do  they  afford  any  refrefliment  but 
Kilcher,  a  hot  iniulion  of  coffee  beans.     This  drink  is  ferved  out  in  coarfc  eartlien  cups; 
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but  pcrfons  of  diftin£Vion  carrv  always  porcelain  cups  in  tlieir  bapgace.  FrcHi  vater 
is  didribured  gratis.  Tlie  malier  of  the  coffse-lioul'e  lives  commonly  in  fonic  neigh- 
bouring village,  whence  he  comes  every  day  to  wait  for  paiTengeis. 

After  a  journey  of  fix  German  miles,  we  arrived  by  mJd.i!,;ht  at  a  large  city,  in  which 
a  Sub-Dola  refides,  with  a  few  foldiers.  Emir  Farhan  had  givvn  us  a  letter  to  the 
deputy  governor,  with  an  order  to  the  inhabitants  to  iupply  us  with  a  flieep,  which, 
however,  we  did  not  choofe  to  accept.  But  we  came  afterwards  to  underitnnd,  that  the 
inhabitants  had  been  obliged  to  pay  a  funi  of  money  equivalent  to  tliC  value  of  tl'C 
flieep,  which  had  been  fliared  between  the  Sub-Dola  and  a  fervant  of  the  Emir's,  who 
accompanied  us  upon  bufsnofs  of  his  own.  In  the  other  villages  through  which  we 
pafled,  therefore,  we  made  no  difficulty  of  accepting  the  fhecp  which  tiie  Emir  had 
ordered  us. 

Through  the  whole  coimtry,  we  found  writer  fcarcc  juid  bad.  But  we  met  with  m:iny 
large  villages,  lefs  diftant  from  one  another  than  we  fliould  have  exps-tled  in  fo  barrea 
a  plain.  Menegre  is  one  of  thofo  villages  of  which  we  were  led  to  take  I'.uiicular  notice, 
by  fmding  in  it  the  firft  Manfale  that  we  faw.  A  Manfale  is  a  hnufe  hi  which  travellers 
are  received  and  entertained  gratis,  if  thev  will  be  content  with  fucli  treatn;ent  <";s  is 
ufucil  in  the  country  ;  they  are  all  lodged  in  one  common  apartnienr.  which  is  furniflied 
with  a  Serir,  and  are  ferved  with  Kifcher,  hot  millet  bread,  camels  milk,  and  butter. 
"When  the  mafter  of  this  Manfale  underitood  that  fome  European  guells  were  arrived, 
he  came  to  fee  wliether  his  fervants  treated  us  properly  ;  and  was  going  to  kill  a  Iheep 
for  our  entertainment,  if  we  had  (layed  longer.  He  caufed  wheat  bread  to  i)..-  baked  for  ^ 
us,  which  is  in  this  province  very  rare ;  and  made  them  bring  cow  milk,  wl.en  he  faw 
us  naufeate  the  vifcidity  of  the  camel's  milk.  Our  Arabian  fervants  let  us  kiiow,  that 
he  might  be  difobliged,  if  we  fliould  offer  anv  compenl'ation  for  his  kind  hofpitality  ; 
hut  the  attendant  who  ferved  us  with  thofe  things,  took  an  opportunity  in  a  place  where 
he  could  not  be  feen  by  his  mafter,  to  afl^  a  fmall  gratuity. 

At  Dahhi,  a  large  village,  where  is  a  mofque,  the  tomb  of  a  faint,  and  feveral  houfes 
built  of  ftone,  we  ftayed  a  whole  day.  Near  this  we  faw  a  tannery,  and  a  manufadture 
of  earthen  ware,  which  is  prepared  in  the  open  air,  and  without  a  furnace.  We  fav/ 
likewife,  indigo  manufatlured  here  ;  it  is  fold  at  a  cheap  rate,  but  is  of  a  bad  quality. 
Much  of  this  dying  ftuff  is  ufed  here  ;  for  the  women,  among  the  commonalty,  wear 
blue  fhirts  and  drawers. 

From  this  village  there  is  a  direct  road  leading  to  Beit  el  Fakih.  But  the  tract  of 
country  through  which  it  paffes  is  extremely  arid,  and  almoft  uninhabited,  and  affords 
fcarcely  any  water.  We  therefore  preferred  a  longer  road  nearer  the  mountains,  and 
found  reafon  to  be  pleaded  with  our  choice ;  for  we  met  with  feveral  fniall  vvoods,  a 
number  of  villages  flcirted  with  bullies,  and  many  wells,  which  were  from  an  hundred 
and  fixty,  to  an  hundred  and  feventy  feet  deep  ;  but  happily  for  both  men  and  beafts, 
dug  in  Hoping  ground,  for  as  the  water  is  to  be  raifed  by  a  cord  dragging  a  leathern 
bucket,  this  is  more  eafily  accompHflied  in  a  going  down  hill,  than  if  the  ground  were 
barely  level,  or  an  ;dcent  were  to  be  climbed. 

We  paffed  two  large  v.ilages  under  the  jurifditlion  of  the  governor  of  Beit  el  Faldh  ; 
but  in  neither  of  thefe  did  any  thing  remarkable  offer  itfelf  to  our  obfervation.  But  in 
two  places  upon  this  journey,  we  faw  fpofs  fcattered  with  fmall  villages,  bearing  all  the 
fame  name,  from  which  we  were  led  to  think,  that  fome  fmall  detached  tribes  might 
have  fettled  each  in  a  particular  diftrifl:  of  this  province.  We  paffed  alfo  two  of  thofe 
vallies  fo  common  in  Arabia,  which  when  heavy  rains  fall,  are  filled  with  water,  and 
are  then  called  wadi  or  rivers,  although  perfectly  dry  at  other  times  of  the  year. 

After 
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r  reflinj:^  a  night  in  one  of  thofe  wretched  cofTee-houfes,  we  arrived  in  the  morning 
!  qth  of  February  at  Beit  el  Fakih,  and  had  our  trunks  fent  immediately  to  the 
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cuftom  houfe  ;  but  they  were  not  infpefted  till  noon,  and  then  in  the  prefence  of  the 
Dola.  We,  in  the  mean  time,  delivered  letters  of  recommendation  from  Maxhfen  of 
Loheia  to  Ambar  Seif,  one  of  the  principal  merchants  in  Beit  el  Fakih.  This  Avorthy 
man  received  us  in  a  very  obliging  manner,  hired  us  a  houfe,  faw  our  effects  carried 
thither,  and  invited  us  to  dine  with  him,  till  we  could  liave  matters  put  into  order  in 
our  own  habitation. 

Chap.  TlX.  —  Ofihe  City  of  Beit  el  Fakih. 

THIS  city  is  Htuated  on  a  plain,  which,  although  far  from  being  naturally  fertile,  is 
however,  carefully  cultivated.  The  houfes  join  not  one  to  another,  but  are  built  feparate. 
Many  are  of  flone,  and  the  mode  of  building  is  every  day  improving ;  many,  however, 
are  flill  in  that  ftyle  of  architcfture  which  I  had  occafion  to  remark  when  fpeaking  of 
Loheia.  In  the  city  of  Beit  el  Fakih  is  a  citadel,  which  is  thought  of  theutmofl  impor- 
tance in  a  country  where  armies  are  v/ithout  artillery. 

The  houfe  which  we  occupied  was  a  building  of  ftcne  ;  but  the  proprietor  had  been 
diflodged  by  a  fpccies  of  ants  named  by  the  Arabs,  Ard.  Thefe  ants,  which  are  well 
known  to  naturalifts,  form  covert  ways,  through  which  they  introduce  themfelves  into 
houfes,  where  they  dedroy  equally  clothes  and  provifions  of  all  kinds.  They  arc  not 
lefs  troublefome  in  gardens,  where  they  alfo  form  their  covert  ways  between  the  root 
and  the  top  of  trees,  wafting  the  fap,  and  devouring  the  buds  and  the  extremities  of  the 
branches.  Our  chambers  were  full  of  them  ;  we  took  the  meafures  which  are  ordhiarily 
employed  to  quit  ouri'elves  of  them,  deftro)ing  their  cells  and  paffages  feveral  times 
fuccellively.  The  infe£t  indeed  reftores  thefe  M'ith  amazing  rapidity,  efpecially  in  the 
dark  ;  but  it  at  length  yields.  On  our  vay  hither  we  had  obferved  a  number  of  bufhes 
covered  with  earth,  in  which  were  a  vaft  quantity  of  galleries  formed  by  thofe  little! 
animals.     The  fhrub  which  they  had  attacked'  in  this  manner  was  always  withered. 

The  city  of  Beit  el  Fakih  is  not  of  ancient  origin.  It  has  exiftcd  only  for  fome 
centuries  ;  and  like  Loheia,  owes  its  rife  to  a  faint  called  Achmed  ibn  Mufa,  from  v.  horn 
it  has  derived  its  name  ;  Beit  el  Fakih  meaning  the  houfe  or  dwelling  of  the  fage.  The 
tomb  of*  that  faint  is  fhewn  without  the  city  upon  a  fandy  hill,  where  a  fine  mofque  has 
been  reared.  At  firft,  fome  devout  perfons  built  themielvcs  cottages  round  the  tomb. 
The  harbour  of  Ghalefl'^a  was  about  the  fame  time  choked  up  ;  and  the  inhabitants 
of  that  city,  for  the  convenience  of  trade,  then  removed  all  their  effects  to  the  vicinity 
of  this  tomb,  and  fettled  about  it.  When  it  had  thus  become  a  confiderable  city,  the 
lord  of  the  territory  built  a  citadel  for  its  defence,  in  a  place  where  water  had  been 
found.  The  city  is  now  nearer  the  tomb ;  and  the  vicinity  of  the  tomb  is  almoft 
deforted. 

Thar  faint  was  a  great  worker  of  miracles.  The  following  is  the  mofl  wonderful 
which  he  performed.  A  Turkifh  Pacha,  who  had  been  for  twenty  years  a  captive  in 
Spain,  where  he  was  bound  with  malfy  and  ponderous  chains  to  two  large  (tones,  had 
long  invoked  in  vain,  the  aid  of  feveral  different  faints.  At  laft,  he  bethought  him  of  the 
great  .ichmed,  and  invoked  him  alfo  in  his  turn.  The  faint  Ilretched  out  his  hand  from 
his  tomb  ;  and  at  that  very  inftant,  the  Pacha  arrived  from  Spain,  bearing  with  him  his 
ftones  and  chains.  The  miracle  took  place  on  the  evening  of  the  anniverlary  feftival  of 
the  fcunt,  in  the  prefence  of  many  witnefl'es.  Such  a  miracle,  of  fo  late  a  date,  ;uul 
performed  fo  publicly,  they  confider  as  proved  by  the  moil  unexceptionable  evidence. 
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So  modern  a  city  cannot  contain  many  antiquities  of  an  intereftinp;  nature.  Yet  I 
copied  here  an  ancient  Kulic  inl'cription,  in  tlie  prefence  of  many  fpeftators,  none  of 
whom  fufpefted  me,  as  the  Egyptians  had  done,  of  any  intention  to  fcek  out  and  pilfer 
their  treafures.  They  were  all  very  obliging,  and  efpeciallv  ilie  Sciicichs  or  learned 
Arabs,  who  feemed  pleafcd  that  (Irangers  ihould  (hew  a  defire  lo  acquire  their  language. 
In  this  city  as  well  as  in  Loheia,  I  obtained  much  information  from  a  clafs  of  Arab  literati, 
who  come  much  about  us.  Thefc  are  denominated  Fakih,  and  no  where  through  Arabia 
do  their  circumflances  appear  to  correfpond  to  their  merit. 

The  city  of  Beit  el  Fakih  is  in  a  favourable  fituation  for  trade  ;  being  only  half  a 
day's  journey  from  the  hills  in  which  the  coiFee  grows,  and  but  a  few  days  journey  from 
the  harbours  of  Loheia,  Hodeida,  and  iVIokha,  from  which  this  commodity  is  exported  ; 
it  naturally  becomes  the  mod  confiderable  mart  for  it.  This  trade  brings  Jiither  mer- 
chants from  Egypt,  Syria,  Barbary,  Perfia,  Habbefch,  India,  and  often  from  Europe. 
Here  are  alfo,  as  in  all  the  other  great  towns  in  Arabia,  a  number  of  Banians,  all  of 
them  natives  of  Diu,  who  are  allowed  the  free  exercife  of  their  religion.  Yet  they 
dare  not  bring  their  women  hither,  nor  burn  their  dead  ;  and  thefe  prohibitions  in- 
duce them  to  return  to  their  native  country,  as  foon  as  they  have  accumulated  a  little, 
fortune. 

Beit  el  Fakih  is  the  refidence  of  a  Dola,  whofe  jurifdiftion  extends  over  a  large 
diftrift.  This  Dola  feemed  to  take  little  concern  about  us  ;  and  his  indifference  left  us 
more  at  liberty  than  we  had  been  at  Loheia.  Emir  Farhan,  having  underfl:ood  that 
Mr.  Forfkal  rambled  out  through  the  neighbourhood  by  himfelf,  thought  that  he  might 
fall  into  fome  mifliap,  by  expofmg  himfelf  fo  carelefsly,  and  therefore  would  not  fuffer 
us  to  go  out  of  Loheia,  without  having  one  of  his  foldiers  to  accompany  us.  This  kind 
of  affiduity  proved  troublefome  to  us  ;  as  we  did  not  wifli  to  have  a  witnefs  to  overhear 
all  our  enquiries,  and  fpy  all  our  operations.  Befides,  we  found  the  inhabitants  of 
Yemen  in  fuch  a  ftate  of  civilization,  that  we  could  travel  among  them  with  the 
fame  fafety  as  in  Europe.  The  Dola  of  Beit  el  Fakih  did  us  a  real  favour  by 
neglefting  us,  and  fullering  us  to  travel  about  the  country,  unincumbered  with 
attendants. 


iXCURSIONS  THROUGH  THE   COUNTRY    ABOUT   BEIT    El.  FAKIH. 

Chap.  XXIL  —  Journey  to  Ghalefka. 

IN  order  that  we  might  avail  ourfelves  of  the  liberty  which  we  enjoyed  at  Beit  el 
Fakih,  I,  for  my  part,  purpofed  to  vifit  fome  places  which  are  now  ruinous,  but  were 
once  famous,  and  are  mentioned  by  Abulfeda.  I  hoped  that  I  might  difcover  fome 
infcripdons  tending  to  explain  what  changes  the  manners  and  language  of  this  province 
had  undergone  ;  I  accompliihed,  at  leafl:  in  part,  what  I  defired. 

As  I  was  convinced  that  I  might  travel  in  fafety  through  all  Tehama,  I  i-efolved  to 
go  by  Ghalefka,  and  to  perform  this  expedition  in  as  fimple  a  guife  as  pofTible,  and 
without  any  appearance  of  iplendour  or  opulence  that  might  prove  a  temptadon  to 
robbers.  I  hired  an  afs ;  and  its  owner  agreed  to  follow  me  as  my  fervant  on  foot. 
A  turban,  a  great  coat  wanting  the  fleeves,  a  (hirt,  linen  drawers,  and  a  pair  of  flippers, 
were  all  the  drefs  that  I  wore.  It  being  the  fafliion  of  the  country  to  wear  arms  in 
travelling,  I  carried  a  Hibre  and  two  piftols  hung  by  my  girdle.  A  piece  of  an  old  carpet 
was  my  faddle,  and  ferved  me  likewife  for  a  feat,  a  table,  and  various  other  purpofes. 
To  cover  me  at  night,  I  had  the  linen  cloak  which  the  Arabs  wrap  about  their  flioulders, 
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to  fhelter  them  from  the  fun  and  rain.  A  bucket  of  water,  an  article  of  indifpenfable 
necelfity  to  a  traveller  in  thefe  arid  regions,  hung  by  my  faddle.  I  had  for  fome  time 
endeavoured  to  fuit  myfelf  to  the  Arabian  manner  of  living,  and  now  could  fpare  many 
conveniences  to  which  I  had  been  accuftomed  in  Europe,  and  could  content  myfelt  with 
bad  bread,  the  only  article  to  be  obtained  in  mofl  of  the  urns. 

On  the  7th  of  JVIarch,  I  fet  out  from  Beit  el  Fakih  ;  and  before  I  had  travelled  a 
mile,  faw  feveral  villages  ;  but  upon  all  the  reft  of  the  way  to  Ghalenca,  which  is  four 
miles  and  a  half,  I  faw  not  a  fmgle  tlwelling,  nor  any  mark  of  human  indulf  ry,  but  a 
few  wells.  For  the  two  lall  miles,  the  way  lies  through  fo  fandy  a  tracl:,  that  my  guide 
often  loft  himfelf;  fuch  are  the  continual  changes  which  the  wind  produces  on  the 
fcenery,  by  demolifhing  the  hillocks,  carrying  the  fand  about,  and  forming  others.  We 
were  even  obliged  to  turn  feveral  times  out  of  what  v/e  knew  to  be  the  true  direction, 
in  order  to  avoid  being  buried  in  fome  of  thofe  hillocks  wliich  were  then  forming. 
Ghalefka  is  at  the  fame  diftance  from  Zebid  as  from  Beit  el  Fakih. 

Ghalcfka  was  once  a  famous  city  ;  and  the  fea  port  town  of  Zebid  was  then  in  an 
equally  flourifhing  condition.  That  harbour  is  now  filled  up,  fo  that  no  fliip,  of  how- 
ever imall  burden,  can  enter  it  ;  not  only  has  the  fea  receded,  while  the  banks  of  coral 
have  been  augmented,  but  a  quantity  of  fand  has  been  here  accumulated  by  the  winds, 
which  aclually  rifes  into  a  hill  of  confidcrable  height.  The  ruins  of  a  mofque  are  flill 
to  be  feen  here,  which  was  dedicated  to  a  faint,  who,  by  his  prayers,  obtained -from 
Heaven  an  excellent  fpring  of  water,  for  which  the  inhabitants  believe  that  thev  ought 
fUll  to  be  grateful  to  him.  About  a  fcore  of  cottages  now  hold  all  the  inhabitants  of 
this  once  tlourilhing  city  ;  and  dates,  with  the  milk  and  fiefli  of  a  few  flieep,  are  all  the 
provifions  they  have. 

The  fea  affords  them  no  fiih,  nor  any  thing  elfe  but  fait ;  of  which  every  perfon 
may  have  as  much  as  he  pleafes,  upon  paying  a  fmall  fee  to  the  Dola  of  Beit  el  Fakih's 
fecretary. 

In  a  burying  place  near  this  poor  village,  I  found  two  ftones  bearing  Kufic  infcriptions ; 
one  of  them  was  large,  and  flood  on  end  ;  the  other  lay  flat  upon  a  tomb,  and  was  but 
fmall.  The  inhabitants  could  not  comprehend  for  what  reafon  I  was  fo  eager  to  Copy 
the  infcriptions  from  the  larger  flone  ;  but  when  I  returned  next  day  to  do  the  fame  for 
that  upon  the  fmaller  ftone,  I  found  it  to  have  been  carried  away  in  the  night.  I  ap- 
plied to  the  Hakim  or  judge  of  the  village,  and  oifered  him  atritieif  he  could  procure 
me  another  fight  of  it.  He  led  me  through  many  turnings  and  windings  to  a  poor  hut, 
in  which  was  the  tomb  of  another  faint ;  and  we  there  found  the  Hone  that  I  was  in 
fearch  of;  by  his  account  of  the  matter,  it  had  not  been  hidden  by  the  inhabitants,  but 
the  faint  had  brought  it  hither  himfelf.  Notwithftanding  the  faint's  care  of  it,  the  Ha- 
kim offered  me  this  flone  with  me  to  Beit  el  Fakih,  if  I  would  be  at  the  expence  of 
having  it  conveyed. 

Chap.  XXIII.  —  Rtturn  to  Beit  cl  Fakih  by  the  way  of  Hodeida. 

I  SET  out  next  day  from  Ghalefka,  with  my  afs  and  his  owner.  The  road  lies,  for 
the  greater  part  of  it,  along  the  fhore,  through  a  fandy  ;md  barren  country.  The  only 
vegetables  by  wiiich  it  is  enlivened,  are  a  few  liate  trees.  A  number  of  colTee-houfcs, 
however,  and  one  village  occur  here  to  the  traveller.  At  fome  diilance  from  the  village, 
are  a  lew  houfes  fcattered  among  groves  of  date  trees,  but  which  are  inhabited  only  in 
the  fealon  when  the  dates  are  gathered.  I  arrived  the  fame  evening  at  Hodeida,  which 
is  about  five  Gcrniiui  miles  diiUuu  from  Ghalefka. 
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The  harbour  of  Hodeida  is  fomewhat  better  than  that  of  Loheia.  Yet  large  vefTcls 
cannot  enter  it.  The  Dola  of  Hodeida  is  accountable  only  to  the  Imam.  But  his 
jurifdiction  is  confined  to  this  city.  His  revenues  confift,  in  part,  of  the  duties  upon 
coffee  exported,  'i  he  manfion  of  the  Dola,  the  cuftom-houfe,  and  the  houfes  of  the 
principal  merchants,  are  ilone  buildings,  'i  he  reft  of  the  town  confifts  of  huts  built  in 
the  ordinary  ftyle.  Near  the  fea,  ftands  a  fmall  citadel,  which  could  not  prove  a  very 
flrong  defence.  This  city  has  alfo  its  patron  faint,  Sheich  Sddik,  who  is  honoured 
with  due  veneration. 

At  Hodeida,  I  found  my  friends  Von  Haven  and  Cramer,  who  had  come  hither  to 
deliver  two  letters  of  recommendation  from  our  friends  in  Jidda  to  the  Dola,  and  an 
eminent  merchant  in  this  place.  They  had  been  received,  lodged,  and  treated  in  the 
kindeft  manner.  But  I,  not  being  difpofcd  to  lofe  my  time  in  vifits,  returned  on  the 
next  day,  which  was  the  9th  of  March,  to  Beit  el  Fakih. 

In  this  feafon  of  the  year,  night  is  always  preferred  for  travelling  through  Tehama. 
I  fliould  not  have  had  it  in  my  power,  therefore,  to  diftinguifli  fuch  objcfts  as  de- 
ferved  notice,  if  I  had  not  chofen  to  depart  from  the  prevalent  cuihom,  and  to  expoie 
myielf  to  the  torrid  heat  of  the  day. 

On  the  road,  are  a  number  of  coffee-huts,  but  very  few  villages.  A  mile  and  a 
half  from  Hodeida,  there  is  a  well  of  excellent  water,  which  is  carried  to  that  city  for 
the  ufe  of  the  inhabitants  ;  the  water  which  they  have  nearer,  being  very  bad.  As  I 
approached  Beit  el  Fakih,  I  pafied  through  forne  paltry  villages ;  and  arrived  at 
my  place  of  deftination,  on  the  fame  day  upon  which  I  had  fet  out.  The  diflance 
between  Beit  el  Fakih  and  Hodeida,  is,  by  my  eftimation,  feven  German  miles ;  and 
this  journey  I  performed  in  one  <}ay,  under  the  moft  fcorching  heat,  and  upon  a 
hired  afs. 

Chap.  XXIV.  —  Journey  to  Zebid. 

HAVING  found  the  Arabs  very  civil,  and  having  met  with  no  difagreeable  acci- 
dent in  my  firft  excurfion,  I  was  impatient  to  fet  out  again.  I  accordingly  departed 
for  Zebid  on  the  iith  of  March,  to  fee  the  remains  of  that  famous  city,  which  was 
once  thf  capital  of  Tehama  ;  and  to  inveftigate  fom.e  ancient  infcriptions  which  were 
faid  to  be  concealed  at  Tahaste,  a  fmall  town  in  that  neighbourhood.  An  Arab  who 
was  learned,  but  poor,  accompanied  me  in  this  expedition,  and  was  glad  of  the  op- 
portunity of  vifiting  an  old  friend  at  Zebid,  without  expence.  I  was  no  lefs  pleafed  to 
have  him  for  the  companion  of  my  journey,  as  his  converfation  was  very  entertaining. 

After  palling  by  feveral  coffee-houies,  and  through  fome  fmall  hamlets,  we  came  to 
a  large  village  called  El  Mahad,  ilafiding  in  a  be.tUtiful  valley  which  receives  the  waters 
that  fall  from  Mount  Rema.  In  the  rainy  feafon,  thefe  waters  form  a  river  which 
fpreads  into  feveral  branches,  and  fertilizes  the  adjacent  lands.  A  large  quantity  of 
inciigo  grows  in  this  valley.  In  this  neighbouri'-ood,  too,  there  flood  anciently  a  con- 
fider;ble  city,  called  alfo  El  Mahad ;  but  of  it  no  velHge  now  remains. 

Near  Zebid  are  fome  heaps  of  ftcnes,  which  are  faid  to  be  part  of  the  ruins  of 
another  large  and  ancient  city,  that  was  called  El  Haad.  1  arrived  early  in  the  morn- 
ing at  ZeVid;  having  travelled  in  a  li;ort  time  five  German  miles,  which  is  the  computed 
diflance  between  tl:-is  town  anu  Beii  el  Fakih. 

Zebid  is  hmate  near  the  laigelt  and  moil  fertile  valley  in  all  Tehama.  It  was  dry 
%vheu  I  vifited  it ;  but,  ixi  the  rainy  feafon,  a  laige  river  runs  through  it,  and  being,  like 
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the  Nile,  conducted  by  canals  through  the  neighbouring  fields,  communicates  to  them 
an  high  degree  of  fertility. 

Zebid  was  oncj  the  place  of  a  fnvereign's  refidence,  and  the  mod  commeicial  city 
in  all  Tehama.  Bu^,  fmce  the  harbour  of  Gl  alefka  was  choked  up,  its  trade  has  been 
transferred  to  Belt  cl  Fakih  and  Mokha-,  and  this  city  now  retains  nothing  but  the  fhadow 
of  its  former  fpleudour.  Viewed  from  adiftancc.  It  app.^ars  to  f  ime  advantage,  by  means  of 
the  mv'fques  and  kubbets,  of  wi.ich  it  is  full.  Several  of  thefc  mofques  were  ercfted  by 
different  Pachas  who  refided  here,  during  the  Hiort  period  while  this  part  of  Arabia  was 
in  the  pofleflion  of  the  Ottoman  Porte.  But  Zebid  pays  dear  for  its  exterior  magni- 
ficence ;  its  inhabitants  are  impoveri^ed  by  the  numerous  clergy  belonging  to  thofe 
pious  foundations,  by  whom  the  wealth  of  tliis  place  is  almoft  wholly  cngrofled.  I  was 
told,  as  a  matter  of  ccrtainf\',  that  if  the  whole  revenue  of  the  f  rritory  be  confideled  as 
divldetl  into  five  parts,  the  clergy  receive  thi'ec  of  thefe,  tl'e  Imam  one  for  the  taxes, 
and  the  inliabitants  have  only  one-fifth  remaining  for  their  maintenance. 

The  Turks  have  left  here  one  ufeful  monument  of  their  power  ;  an  aqueduct,  which 
conveyed  water  from  the  hills  into  the  city.  But  this  work  has  been  fo  neglected, 
that  only  its  ruins  now  remain,  and  the  inhabitants  are  obliged  to  content  themfelves 
with  water  from  their  draw-wells  ;  which  is  foitunately  not  bad,  and  in  luch  plenty  as 
to  water  many  line  gardens  that  are  to  be  ke-:\  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  city. 

Abulfeda  afcribes  eight  gates  to  Zebid  ;  but  of  thefe,'  only  five  are  now  (landing:, 
and  the  river  is  gradu.i.ily  breaking  down  a  part  of  them.  The  walls  of  the  Old  City 
are  dcniohfhed,  i.nd  the  very  ruins  are  fold  by  poor  people,  whogather  out  the  ftones, 
and  fell  them  for  building  new  houfes.  The  prefent  buildings  occupy  about  one  half 
of  the  ancient  extent  of  the  city. 

Zebid  is  (lill  diftinguifhed  for  an  academy,  in  which  the  youth  of  Tehama,  and  of 
a  part  of  Yemen,  ftudy  fuch  fciences  as  are  cultivated  among  the  MufTuhnans.  This 
is,  befides,  the  feat  of  a  Dola,  a  Mufti,  and  a  Cadi,  of  the  feft  of  Schaffey  ;  and  of  two 
other  Cadis  of  the  feet  of  Zeidi,  to  which  the  Imam  and  the  greater  part  of  his  fubjects 
profefs  to  belong. 

In  the  inn  I  met  with  the  vaineft  and  moft  foolifhly  loquacious  man  I  had  yet  feen 
among  the  Arabs.  He  was  a  Sherriffe,  or  nobleman  of  the  firft  rank,  but,  being 
poor  and  beggarly,  travelled  about  the  country,  living  at  the  expence  of  the  more 
opulent  profeiVors  of  his  religion.  Having  been  in  Egypt,  Syria,  and  even  in  Abyilinia^ 
he  boafted,  that  he  coidd  fpeak  feveral  foreign  languages,  although  all  that  he  knew  of 
thefe  was  a  few  proverbs.  I  wilhed  to  obt;iin  fome  information  from  him  concerning 
tfie  countries  through  which  he  had  travelled  ;  but  he  could  tell  nothing  but  the 
names  of  a  vaft  number  of  Schiechs,  Pachas,  and  Dolas,  by  all  of  whom  lie  pretended 
to  have  been  received  with  the  honours  due  to  a  defcendent  of  Mahomet.  He  dif- 
gulted  and  fickened  me  v.'irh  cverlalling  babbling;  about  his  genealogy  and  high  birth. 
He  looked  with  difdain  upon  the  Turkilh  Sherriffes,  and  the  Arabiim  Seids,  becaufe 
tliey  connedted  themfelves  in  marriage  with  llrange  women.  No  perfon  in  his  family, 
lie  faid,  had  ever  married  a  vulgar  wench.  He  gave  the  name  of  Sherriffa,  to  a 
poor  woman  who  made  coffee  for  us,  this  being  the  title  by  which  ladies  of  the  i.ighell 
quality  are  diftinguiflied  ;  and  harangued  long  upon  her  pure  iuid  illuilrious  genealogy. 
H  s  Ton,  a  boy  of  ten  years,  who  aited  as  his  fervanr,  never  received  another  name 
i  om  him  tha;i  Sherriffe  Achmet.  The  father  had  hired  only  one  Serir  for  his  foil 
and  hiinfelf  together  ;  whereas  every  other  traveller,  who  is  not  abfoiutely  mendicant,, 
hires  here  a  feparate  couch,  juft  as  fcparate  rooms  are  occupied  by  dillerent  travellers 
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in  the  inns  of  Europe!  With  all  thofe  airs  of  greatnefs,  he  often  abufed  his  fon,  and 
called  him  Ka;lb  ibn  Kitlb,  dog  fon  of  a  dog. 

When  I  had  finilhed  my  refearches  at  Zebid,  we  fet  out  on  the  12th  of  March; 
and,  after  a  ride  of  two  German  miles,  reached  Tahcete,  which  was  once  a  town  of 
fome  niagnirude,  but  has  ncnv  dwindled  to  a  fmall  village.  The  road  leads  flill 
through  Wadi  Zebid,  the  vale  or  the  bed  of  the  river;  in  which  the  fields  had  a 
beautiful  and  rich  appearance,  wherever  they  had  not  been  encroached  upon  and 
ravaged  by  the  torrents.  Much  indigo  is  raifed  here  ;  I  counted  more  than  lix  hun- 
dred large  veflels,  in  which  this  coloiirhig  matter  is  prepared  for  fale. 

In  this  village  are  alio  leveral  moi'ques  and  houies  of  prayer,  reared  over  the  tombs 
of  faints  or  opulent  perfons.  Ton  HalTan  is  the  chief  of  the  faints.  His  tomb  is 
always  illuminated  by  night  with  lam])s  ;  and  one  of  his  defcendants  keeps  a  Manfale, 
or  houfe  of  liofpitable  entertainment,  in  the  village.  I  lodged  in  a  common  inn  ;  but 
the  mafter  of  the  Manfale  came  to  invite  me  to  his  houfe,  and  wiien  he  found  me  un- 
willing to  remove,  fent  me  a  good  fupper.  I  had  been  told  that  the  mailers  of  Manfales 
accept  no  money  ;  but  he  of  Tahaete  did  not  refufe  a  fmall  gratuity. 

Finding  nothing  remarkable  in  this  village,  we  let  out  upon  the  13th  of  March  for 
Beit  el  Fakih.  I  faw  no  houfes  by  the  way  except  the  populous  village  of  Murra, 
fituate  in  the  beautiful  vale  of  El  Mahad.  In  this  village  are  many  Kubbets,  and  a 
large  Manfale,  in  which  thirty  or  forty  people  are  daily  entertained. 

Chap.  XXV.  —  Journey  to  Kahhme. 

BEING  now  ftill  more  fatisfied  by  experience  of  the  eafe  and  fecurity  with  which 
a  perfon  might  travel  through  Yemen  ;  I  immediately  prepared  for  another  excurfion. 
The  approach  of  Ramadan,  which  was  this  year  to  begin  on  the  i6th  of  March,  gave 
me  fome  concern. 

I  was  afraid  that  the  MuiTulmans,  who  lived  fo  near  the  Holy  City,  might  be  ftill 
more  rigid  obfervers  of  this  fait,  than  their  brethren  who  were  placed  at  a  great  dif- 
tance.  The  Egyptian  Arabs,  who  had  been  in  company  with  us  in  the  preceding 
Ramadan,  kept  the  faft  as  religioufly,  while  we  were  travelling,  as  they  could  have  done 
at  home.  Through  the  whole  day  they  would  eat  or  drink  nothing  ;  and  they  were 
difpleafed  to  fee  us  take  the  fmalleit  refrellunent.  I  ihould  not  have  liked  to  fuffer 
the  fame  inconveniences  here.  But  I  was  not  a  little  furprized  to  find  that  the  Arabs 
of  Yemen  were  lefs  fcrupulous,  and  upon  a  journey,  continued  to  take  the  ufual  re- 
freOmients,  without  mortifying  themfelves  with  abftinence  ;  but  intending,  as  they  faid, 
to  keep  Lent  for  as  many  days  next  month.  But  it  is  probable,  that  they  would  not 
always  recollecT:  the  number  of  days  very  accurately. 

After  being  thus  fatisfied  that,  although  it  was  Ramadan,  I  might  ftill  eat  as  ufual, 
I  fet  out  upon  the  19th,  accompanied  only  by  the  owner  of  the  afs  upon  which  I 
rode,  for  Kahhme,  where  I  expecled  to  find  fome  remains  of  antiquity  in  the  ruins 
of  the  city  Lelue.  I  palfed  by  fome  villages  ;  and,  nearer  the  mountains,  villages  are 
indeed  more  numerous.  The  moft  confiderable  of  thofe  which  I  paifed  was  El  Achfa, 
famous  for  the  tomb  of  a  faint,  named  Schiech  el  Achfa,  fon  to  the  holy  Achmet  ibn 
Mufa,  whom  I  have  before  mentioned  as  the  patron  of  Beit  el  Fakih.  I  alfj  crofted 
a  vale,  through  which  runs  a  river  which  joins  the  river  of  Rema.  In  the  rainy  feafon, 
the  latter  holds  its  courfetothe  fea,  and  enters  it  nearSchurem. 

I  went,  immediately  after  my  arrival  at  Kahhme,  to  fearch  for  the  antiquities  of  Lelue. 

But 
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But  I  found  only  a  large  burying  place,  filled  \vith  pentagonal  ftones,  each  eight 
inches  in  diameter,  and  four  or  five  feet  long.  When  1  faw  thofe  flones,  fo  uniformly 
of  this  regular  figure,  I  was  at  firft  inclined  to  think,  that  they  might  liave  received 
it  from  tlie  hand  of  art.  But  I  foon  perceived  a  hill  in  the  neighbourhood  wholly 
compofed  of  pentagonal  ftones,  where  thofe  people  had  found  the  feemingly  artifical 
ornaments  of  their  burying  pk'.ce.  The  rocks  of  that  hill  are  a  pile  of  vertical  columns, 
of  the  figure  and  thicknefs  above  mentioned,  rifing  one  over  another,  as  v/ell  as 
fpreading  for  fome  extent,  in  a  parallel  body,  and  feemingly  joined  by  a  fort  of  flight 
cement.  I  faw  fome  other  piles  of  rocks  of  the  fame  fort,  in  other  places  through 
Arabia.  After  my  return  to  Europe  I  found,  in  a  manufcript  written  by  Mr.  Kajnig, 
that  this  learned  Dane  had  difcovered  in  Iceland,  mountains  confiding  of  fimilar  pen- 
tagonal columns,  arranged  in  a  vertical  pofition,  each  column  three  ells  in  height,  and 
half  an  ell  thick.     Thefe  ftones  are  called  by  naluralifts,  Bafidtes. 

After  examining  the  few  curiofities  which  Kahhme  afforded,  I  returned  to  Beit  el 
Fakih,  purpofing  foon  to  fet  out  on  fome  new  excurfions. 

Chap.  XXVI.  —  Journey  to  Coffee-Mountains. 

DURING  my  abfence,  Mr.  Forfkal  had  not  been  idle  upon  the  hills  where  the  coffee 
is  produced,  whither  he  had  gone  to  profecute  his  botanical  refearches.  His  defcrip- 
tion  of  that  part  of  the  country  had  already  induced  Meflrs.  Cramer  and  Baurenfeind 
to  follow  him  :  I  alfo  refolved  to  join  my  comrades,  that  I  might  breathe  cooler  air, 
and  drink  better  water.  The  fpace  I  had  to  travel  was  only  half  a  day's  journey  ;  and, 
in  the  courfe  of  this,  I  met  with  nothing  remarkable. 

I  foon  came  within  fight  of  the  fmall  town  of  Hadie,  fituate  upon  one  of  the  fore- 
mofl  eminences.  The  roads  are  very  bad :  A  caufeway  was,  indeed,  formed  by  the 
Turks ;  but  it  has  been  fuffered  to  fail  away,  without  receiving  any  rep;urs.  My 
friends,  whom  I  had  expected  to  find  in  this  town,  were  in  the  gardens  upon  the  hill.  1 
came  up  with  them,  after  travelling  two  hours  longer,  near  Bulgofa,  one  of  thofe  villages 
whofc  inhabitants  fulfill  upon  the  profits  which  their  crops  of  coffee  afford.  Neither 
affes  nor  mul'<§  can  be  tiled  here  :  the  hills  are  to  be  climbed  by  narrow  and  fteep 
p.iths  :  yet,  in  compi.riion  with  the  parched  plains  of  Tehama,  the  fcenery  feemed  to  me 
charming,  as  it  w;'S  covered  with  gardens  and  plantations  of  cotlee  trees. 

In  t>  <■  neighbourhood  of  Kahhme  I  had  feen  only  one  finall  btifaltic  hill  ;  but  here, 
vhole  mc  untains  were  compofed  chiefly  of  thofe  columns.  Such  detached  rocks 
formed  grand  objcds  in  the  landfcapc,  efpecially  where  cafcades  of  water  were  feen  to 
rufli  from  their  fummits.  The  cafcades,  in  fuch  infiances,  had  the  appearance  of  be- 
ing fupp<rted  by  rows  of  artificiul  pillars.  Thefe  baialtes  are  of  great  utility  to  the 
inhabitants  :  the  columns,  which  are  eafily  feparated,  ferve  as  ileps  where  the  aflent 
is  mofl  difficult  ;  and  as  materials  for  walls  to  fupport  the  plantations  of  coffee  trees, 
upon  the  deep  declivities  of  the  mountains. 

The  tree  which  aflbrds  the  coffee  is  well  known  in  Europe ;  fo  that  I  need  not  here 
defcribe  it  particulurly.  The  coffee  trees  were  all  in  flower  at  Bulgofa,  and  exhaled  an 
exquifitely  agreeable  perfume.  They  are  planted  upon  terraces,  in  the  form  of  aix 
amphitheatre.  Mofl  of  them  are  only  watered  by  the  rains  that  full ;  but  fome,  indeed, 
from  large  refervoirs  upon  the  heights  ;  in  which  fpring  water  is  collefted,  in  order  to 
be  fi-r'.nkled  upon  the  terraces ;  wlierc  the  trees  grow  fo  thick  together,  that  the  rays 
of  the  fun  Coll  hardly  enter  among  their  branches.  We  were  told,  that  thofe  trees 
thus  artificially  watered,  yielded  ripe  fruit  twice  in  the  year :  but  the  fruit  becomes 
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not  fully  ripe  the  fccond  time  :  and  the  coffee  of  the  fecond  crop  is  always  inferior  in 
quality  to  that  of  the  firfl. 

Stones  being  more  comm.on  in  this  part  of  the  country,  than  at  Tehama,  the  houfes, 
as  well  of  the  villages  as  thofe  which  are  fcattcred  fohtarily  over  the  hills,  are  built 
ot  this  material.  Although  not  to  be  compared  with  the  houfes  in  Europe  for  commo- 
dioufnefs  or  elegance,  yet  they  have  a  good  appearance ;  efpecially  fuch  of  them  as 
ftand  upon  the  heights,  with  beautiful  gardens,  and  trees,  arranged  in  the  form  of  an 
amphitheatre  around  them. 

Even  at  Bulgofa,  we  were  greatly  above  the  level  of  the  plain  from  which  we  had 
afcended  ;  yet,  fcarcely  had  we  climbed  half  the  afcent  to  Kufma,  where  the  Dola  of 
this  diftrict  dwells,  upon  the  loftielb  peak  of  this  range  of  mountains.  Enchanting  land- 
fcapes  there  meet  the  eye  upon  all  fides. 

We  paffed  the  night  at  Bulgofa.  Several  of  the  men  of  the  village  came  to  fee  us; 
and,  after  they  retired,  we  had  a  vifit  from  our  hoftefs,  with  feme  young  women  ac- 
companying her,  who  were  all  very  defirous  to  fee  the  Europeans.  They  feemed  Icfs 
fhy  than  the  women  in  the  cities  :  their  faces  were  unveiled  ;  and  they  talked  freely  with 
us :  as  the  air  is  frelher  and  cooler  upon  thefe  hills,  the  women  have  here  a  finer  and 
fairer  complexion  than  in  the  plain.  Mr.  Baurenfeind  drew  a  portrait  of  a  young  girl 
who  was  going  to  draw  water,  and  was  dreffed  in  a  fhirt  of  linen,  chequered  blue  and 
white.  The  top  and  the  middle  of  the  fliirt,  as  well  as  the  lower  part  of  her  drawers, 
were  embroidered  with  needle-work  of  different  colours. 

On  the  I  oth  of  March,  we  returned  downwards  as  far  as  Hadie  ;  a  place  well  known 
to  the  Europeans  ;  who  come  hither  from  Beit  el  Faldh,  to  pafs  fome  time  occafionally 
in  this  little  town,  where  the  air  is  cool,  and  the  water  frefli  and  pure.  It  is,  however, 
but  ill  built,  and  has  nothing  elfe  of  confequence,  except  its  trade  in  coffee,  which  the 
inhabitants  of  the  hills  bring  down  upon  certain  days  of  the  week.  After  the  duties 
are  paid  to  the  Dola,  the  coffee  is  packed  up  and  conveyed  upon  camels,  either  to  Beit 
el  Fakih  or  directly  to  Hodeida, 

We  enjoyed  a  fingular  and  beautiful  profpeft  from  the  houfe  of  the  Sub-Dola  at 
Hadie,  and  returned  in  the  evening  to  Beit  el  Faldh,  by  the  fame  way  by  which  we  had 
gone,  in  our  journey  up  the  mountains. 

JOURNEY    THROUGH    THE    MOUNTAINOUS    PART    OF    YEMEN. 

Chap.  XXVII.  —  Departure  from  Beit  el  Fakih. 

WE  met  with  lefs  difficulty  in  the  profecution  of  our  refearches  at  Beit  el  Fakih, 
than  any  where  elfe  through  Yemen.  The  inhabitants  of  that  city  were  no  ft  rangers 
to  European  manners,  and  knew  that  we  could  not,  like  them,  reff  conftantly  in  one 
place.  They  were  therefore  nowife  furprized  at  our  excurfions,  but  were  fully  fatis- 
fied  when  we  told  them,  that  the  exercife  was  neceffary  for  our  health. 

Our  friends,  whom  Mr.  Forfkal  and  I  confulted  upon  the  fubjecl  of  our  expeditions^ 
could  not  comprehend  why  we  chofe  to  travel  about  in  the  feafon  when  the  heats 
were  mofl  intenfe  ;  while  they  who  were  accuftomed  to  the  climate  never  went  with- 
out doors  when  they  could  avoid  it.  Believing,  that  we  had  come  into  Arabia,  only 
to  find  an  opportunity  of  a  paffige  to  India,-  they  advifed  us  to  take  no  fatigue,  but 
to  attend  to  our  health.  At  length,  when  they  faw  us  perfifl:  in  neglecliug  their  advice, 
and  obferveJ,  that  we  lived  at  a  confiderable  expence,  without  feeking  to  gain  by. 
trade ;  they  began  to  imagine  that  we  had  the  art  of  making  gold,  and  that  ]\lr.  For- 
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{kal,  In  his  excurfions  upon  the  mountains,  was  feeldng  plants  which  might  be  neceTar^ 
in  this  great  work.  My  aftronomlcal  obfervations  again  acquired  me  the  reputation  of 
a  magician. 

Happily  for  us,  thefe  flirewd  conjedtures  were  confined  to  the  fmall  circle  of  our  ac- 
quaintance. 1  he  Dola  feemed  to  have  abfolutely  forgotten  lis,  and  had  as  yet  n\ade 
no  enquiry  concerning  our  purpofe  in  vifiting  his  dominion.  I  was  defirous,  there- 
fore, to  avail  niyfelf  of  this  Ihort  period  of  liberty,  and  to  penetrate  into  the  interior 
parts  of  Yemen,  after  rambling  through  the  environs  of  Beit  el  Falcih  in  Tehama.  The 
ibuthcrn  part  of  tlie  mountains  I  expefted  to  fee,  in  a  journey  which  we  purpofcd  to 
make  from  Mokha  to  S..11  ?. ;  at  prefeat,  therefore,  I  determined  to  vifit  Udden  and  T  aa"S. 
But  I  found  that  the  fituation  of  thefe  towns  had  been  reprefented  to  me  as  more 
northcin  than  it  really  was. 

Through  all  Tehama,  travelling  is  equally  fafe  by  night  as  by  day.  Still,  however, 
I  feared  that  it  might  be  dangerous  to  travel  alone  in  a  mountainous  country,  in  foli- 
tary  roads,  where  difagreeable  accidents  might  befal  one  by  day  not  lefs  than  by 
m'ght.  Befid  -s,  I  could  not  fpeak  the  language  of  the  Highlanders,  which  diticrs 
confiderably  from  that  of  the  inhal)Itants  of  the  phiin.  For  all  thefe  reafons  I  was 
induced  to  beg  Mr.  Forfkal,  who  had  learned  fomething  of  the  language  of  the  High- 
lands, upon  the  coflee  mountains,  to  accompany  me  in  my  intended  expedition.  My 
friend  agreed,  in  the  hope  of  finding  new  matter  for  his  botanical  refearches. 

The  preparations  for  our  journey  were  eafily  made.  We  hired  i\Vo  ail'es,  and  the 
owner  attended  us  on  foot,  as  our  guide,  our  fervaut,  and  occafionally  our  interpreter. 
We  had  already  larfye  beards  in  the  Arab  fafliion ;  and  thefe,  wi;h  our  long  robes, 
gave  us  a  very  oriental  appearance.  'I'o  difguife  ourfelves  ftill  more,  each  of  us  aflumed 
an  Arabic  name  ;  and,  under  thefe  prelenfions,  our  real  condition  was  fo  perfectly 
concealed,  that  even  the  owner  of  the  affes  thought  us  Chriftians  of  theEaft  ;  and  had 
no  fufpicion  that  we  were  Europearis.  In  this  garb,  and  attended  by  the  afs-hirer,  we 
fet  out  on  the  26th  of  March,  from  Beit  el  Faldh. 

Chap.  XXVlll  — Route  by  Udden. 

WF,  pafled  through  feveral  villages  in  eroding  the  plain,  and,  after  a  journey  of  five 
German  miles  and  a  half,  reached  Robo,  where  is  a  weekly  Suk  or  market.  Here  we 
lay  the  firft  night. 

Next  day,  after  advancing  a  mile  farther,  we  entered  upon  the  mountains.  Near 
the  firft  village  we  obferved  a  running  ftream,  the  firft  we  Hiw  in  Arabia.  T''l  it 
enters  Tehama,  this  river  is  called  Wadi  Zebid.  Its  channel  lies  very  broad  ;  but  as 
no  rain  had  for  a  long  time  fallen,  the  ftream  covered  the  breadth  of  twenty  or  four 
and  twenty  feet.  In  tliis  place  it  runs  with  a  confiderable  current ;  but  in  1  ehama  it 
fpreads  into  a  fliallow  lake,  and  is  loft  among  the  lands. 

The  fame  day  we  pad'ed  near  Mount  Sullam,  w  here,  from  the  account  given  bv  an 
Arab  who  lived  in  the  country,  I  had  been  led  to  expcft  that  1  fliould  fmd  hieroglvphics 
or  infcri]nions  cut  upon  the  rock.  But  I  found  only  fome  figures  which  liad  been 
imprelled  at  an  idle  hour  by  fome  ftjepherd,  and  wtj  as  coarfely  executed  asthofeupon 
Mount  Sinai.     We  lay  at  Machfa. 

The  road  by  which  we  travelled  is  not  much  frequented  by  travellers.  The  ways 
are  very  bad  and  unfafe,  and  fcarce  a  houfe  r.ppea's,  upon  any  hand.  "Within  thefe  few 
years,  however,  they  have  become  lefs  dangerous  than  they  were  be. ere.  The  lo;  I 
of  Udden  has  placed  fome  foldicrs  with  a  Sub-Dola,  at  Machlli,'  who  is  refponfible  for 
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the  thefts  or  robberies  that  happen  in  his  diftrift.     This  regulation  of  the  police  ha« 
difpcrfed  the  robbers. 

Machfais  one  of  the  villages  in  which  \?eekly  fairs  are  held.  The  houfes  are  ftill  more 
vn-etched  here  than  in  Tehama.  They  have  no  walls,  and  confift  merely  of  a  few  poles 
laid  together,  and  covered  with  reeds.  We  could  fcarcely  lodge  in  one  of  thofe  huts ; 
fo  fmall  were  they  that  a  perfon  could  not  ftand  llraight  in  the  middle  ;  and  two  perfons 
lying  together  upon  the  floor  occupied  the  whole  area  of  the  houfe.  It  would  not  have 
held  a  fuigle  Serir.  The  inhabitants  fit  and  fleep  upon  the  bare  ground.  The  air  being 
colder  in  this  part  of  the  country  than  in  Tehama,  the  people  here  put  a  bag  upon  their 
bodies  when  they  go  to  fleep,  and  are  warmed  by  their  natural  perfpiration.  In  none  of 
the  inns  could  we  find  any  other  fort  of  food  but  coarfe  Durra  bread,  made  of  millet 
with  camel's  milk  ;  but  the  water  is  every  where  delicious. 

On  the  28th  of  March,  we  pafled  by  winding  roads  through  a  diftri£t  in  which  the 
lands  I  egan  to  appear  more  fertile  and  better  cultivated.  The  houfes  are  here  much 
more  commodious,  being  built  of  ftone,  and  flat-roofed.  Yet  the  houfes  of  the  peafanta 
are  here  too,  without  walls,  unlefs  we  give  the  name  to  dry  flones  piled  one  upon  another, 
and  having  no  mortar  to  cement  them.     The  roofs  are  covered  with  earth. 

We  palted  through  a  village  in  which  was  a  fiiir ;  a  circumftance  which  made  us  haftere 
forward,  as  we  were  defirous  to  avoid  the  crowd.  Near  this  place,  at  the  foot  of  a  high 
hill,  we  obferved  a  fort  of  gliftering  micaceous  fand.  The  people  of  the  country  have 
been  led,  from  the  appearance  of  this  fand,  to  fancy  that  the  hill  affords  gold.  On  the 
heights  we  faw  the  tombs  of  feveral  faints  too  ;  and  near  one  of  thofe  tombs  a  wooden 
tiough,  into  which  fome  devout  perfons  are  conftantly  pouring  water  for  the  ufe  of  the 
cattle  which  pafs.  We  lay  in  a  coffee-hut,  near  a  village  which  is  inhabited  only  for 
one  day  in  the  week,  namely  the  market  day ;  fo  that  we  found  no  inhabitant  there, 
when  we  paffed,  except  our  landlord. 

The  inhabitants  of  thofe  parts  had  been  long  looking  impatiently  for  rain.  In  order 
that  they  might  make  the  mofl  of  it  when  it  fliould  fall,  the  peafants  had  raifed  dykes 
along  the  heights,  to  direfl:  the  courfe  of  the  waters  upon  their  fields.  The  fields  lay 
favourably  for  receiving  it,  being  formed  into  terraces,  and  thefe  fupported  by  walls, 
with  ditches  to  preferve  what  water  may  be  ncceffary  to  fupport  vegetation.  If  this  praftice 
merit  approbation,  yet  we  cannot  avoid  condemning  the  unfkilful  expedient  which  thofe 
Highlanders  employ  for  felling  trees:  they  fct  fire  to  the  root,  and  keep  it  burning  till 
the  tree  fall  of  itfelf. 

Next  day  we  came  to  a  fmall  river  which  runs  into  the  Zebid,  and  croffed  it  into  feveral 
rivulets,  which  feem  to  be  numerous  in  this  part  of  the  country.  Here,  for  the  firfl:  time 
iince  our  departure  from  Beit  el  Fakih,  we  faw  plantations  of  coffee  trees,  along  the  fides 
of  the  road.  We  now  drew  nearer  to  the  river  Zebid,  of  which  a  branch  at  this  time 
was  dry,  and  having  Its  channel  filled  with  reeds  growing  to  the  height  of  twenty  feet, 
ferved  as  a  line  of  road,  which  was  agreeably  fhaded  by  the  reeds.  In  the  evening  we 
arrived  at  Udden. 

The  town  of  Udden  is  fmall  and  unprotefted.     It  contains  three  hundred  houfes,  all 
>  of  ftone.     The  Imam  keeps  no  Dola  here.     An  hereditary  Schiech,  who  is  a  vaffal  of 
the  Imam's,  is  the  governor.     The  Schiech  refides  in  a  palace,  ftanding  upon  a  high  hill 
without  the  city. 

Except  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  Udden,  the  whole  trad  of  country  through 
which  we  travelled  in  this  excurfion  is  thinly  peopled.  But  the  territory  of  the  town  i& 
fo  much  the  more  populous,  on  account  of  the  abundant  prgduce  of  its  coffee  trees,  which 
is  efteemed  the  very  bed  coffee  in  all  Arabia. 
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Chap.  XXIX.  —  From  Udden  to  Dsjobla. 

LEAVING  Udden  on  the  30th  of  March,  we  proceeded  through  a  country  which  we 
found  every  where  more  populous.  Near  a  village  we  faw  a  plain  planted  witli  very 
indifferent  fugar  canes. 

Half  the  way  lay  over  a  very  fteep  mountain  ;  and  had  been  formerly  paved  ;  but  had 
now  been  long  left  without  repairs.  On  this  mountain  I  faw  a  new  inftance  of  the  care 
with  which  the  Arabians  provide  for  the  accommodation  of  travellers.  Here,  for  the  firfl; 
rime,  we  found  a  Madgil,  or  refcrvoir  of  excellent  frefh  water,  for  the  ufe  of  paffengers. 
Such  refervoirs  are  of  mafon  work,  of  a  conical  figure,  and  befide  a  refervoir,  a  vafe 
always  (lands  for  drawing  the  water.  The  traveller  will  do  well,  however,  to  carry 
with  him  a  cup  of  his  own ;  and  ftill  better,  if,  with  the  cup  he  have  alfo  a  bucket. 
Through  all  the  fertile  parts  of  Yemen  we  found  many  of  thofe  Madgils  by  the  fides  of 
the  highways. 

As  ftorms  are  pretty  frequent  among  thefe  mountains,  fome  fmall  vaulted  houfes 
have  been  built  upon  that  over  which  we  pafTed,  to  fhelter  travellers  when  furprifed 
by  any  fudden  blaft. 

The  thermometer  which  we  had  with  us,  compared  with  that  which  Mr.Baurenfeind 
at  the  fame  time  ufed  in  Beit  el  Fakih,  fliewed  the  great  difference  between  the  tem- 
perature of  the  air  upon  the  hills,  and  that  of  the  plain.  The  drefs  of  the  inhabitants 
affords  the  Htme  indication  in  a  fimpler  and  more  natural  manner ;  while  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Tehama  went  almoft  naked,  thofe  of  the  mountains  wore  warm  flieep  flvins. 

As  we  advanced  on  our  journey  wc  faw  feveral  villages  fituate  in  a  cultivated  traft. 
The  fides  of  the  hills  were  covered  with  rye,  and  had  an  agreeable  afped.  This  part 
of  the  country,  although  in  other  refpeiSs  very  fertile,  produces  no  coffee. 

The  Arabs  of  Yemen,  and  efpecially  the  Highlanders,  often  fl:op  ff;rangers,  to  aflc 
whence  they  come,  and  whither  they  are  going.  Thefe  queflions  are  fuggeflcd  merely 
by  curiofity  ;  and  it  would  be  indifcreet  therefore  to  refufe  to  anfwer.  We  told  them 
commonly  that  we  came  from  Efcliam,  the  north  ;  which  led  them  to  imagine  that  we 
were  Turks  from  Syria.  When  afked  whether  we  were  Turks,  we  replied  that  we 
were  Naff"ara  ;  and  they  then  fiippofed  us  Greeks  or  Armenians.  We  concealed  our 
country  left  we  fliouid  have  expofed  ourfelves  ftill  more  to  the  impertinence  of  their 
curiofity.  The  miffrefs  of  the  coffee-houfe  fuppofed  us  to  be  Turkifh  clergymen,  and 
reconunended  herfelf  to  our  prayers.  At  Dsjobla  a  m;m  faluted  me  by  the  name  of 
Hadsji  Achmed;  taking  me  for  an  old  acquaintance. 

Through  the  whole  of  this  journey  we  were  not  once  teafed  for  paffports,  or  required 
to  pay  duties  of  any  fort,  nor  fubjeded  to  any  of  thofe  difficulties,  which,  even  in 
Europe,  are  fo  generally  troublefome  to  travellers.  Although  it  was  in  Ramadan,  we 
ftill  found  our  ordinary  food,  even  in  the  moft  folitary  colfee-houfes ;  and  in  the 
towns  gave  no  offence  when  we  purchafed  thofe  articles  which  we  preferred,  in 
open  day. 

The  town  of  Dsjobla  is  the  capital  of  a  diftrift,  and  the  feat  of  a  Dola.  It  ffands 
upon  the  brink  of  a  fteep  precipice,  and  feems  to  contain  about  fix  hundred  houfes,  of 
a  confiderable  height  and  a  good  appearance.  Its  ftreets  are  paved;  a  cafe  uncommon 
in  Arabia.  The  Jews  dwell  here  and  through  all  Yemen,  in  a  feparate  quarter  with- 
out the  city. 

This  place  has  been  celebrated  for  ages  ;  and  yet  I  couUl  difcover  no  remark.'.ble 
infcripiiuu  about  it.     I  was  Ihewu  the  ruins  of  ibnie  inofques  ;  but  thefe  did  not  appear 
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to  me  very  ancient.  The  tov/n  has  neither  a  caftle  nor  walls.  At  fome  dlftance  Is  a 
place  inclofed  with  walk,  where  a  Turkilli  Pacha  has  been  interred  :  and  this  proves 
that  the  conquifts  of  the  Ottoman  Porte  have  been  extended  even  over  thole  moun- 
tainous regions. 

Chap.  XXX.  — Route  from  Dsjohla  by  Tas  to  Has. 

■  ON  the  31(1  of  March  we  continued  our  journey  by  windinj  paths,  over  a  trafl  of 
rountry  diverfified  by  many  inequalities  of  furi;  ^e.  We  lay  in  a  very  large  Simfera, 
(the  Arabic  name  for  Kan  or  Karavanferai,)  fituat^^  on  the  fide  of  a  lofty  hill. 

From  this  Kan  we  took  a  guide  t' .  condufl:  us  r  \  .^r  a  contiguous  mountain,  which  was 
much  higher,  and  on  which  we  had  been  told  th;.:  ve  (hould  fee  an  old  Arabic  caltle. 
On  tlie  fummit  of  this  mountain  we  accordingly  found  the  ruins  of  a  confiderahlc 
building  of  hewn  (tone,  the  walls  of  which  were  f  anked  with  towers.  Here  are  ftill 
two  refervoirs  hi  folid  mafon-work.  The  whole  lirufture  appears  to  be  of  great 
antiquity;  the  Arabs  afcribe  it  to  one  Affane  Jcehhe.i.  The  word  Jcehheli  fignifies  an 
.unlettered  perfon  ;  and  by  this  appellation  the  Arabs  diftinguifli  their  own  Pagan 
anceftors  from  other  idolaters,  whom  they  call  Kafr,  or  inhdcls.  1  found  no  infcription 
about  this  caftle.  From  this  eminence  a  noble  prufpedt  opens,  of  towns  and  villag-es 
fpreading  over  the  country  to  a  confiderable  diftance. 

From  the  Simfera,  where  we  had  flept,  wc  proceeded  down  the  hill  by  the  highway 
which  paffes  between  Mokha  and  Sana.  The  road  is  paved  and  not  at  all  incommo- 
dious to  the  traveller,  akhough  it  winds  around  the  fteep  declivity  of  a  hill.  We  then 
crofTed  a  pretty  large  plain,  and  palled  near  by  a  great  number  of  villages,  coflce-huts 
and  Madgils. 

We  lay  in  one  of  the  huts,  which  was  fo  ill  provided  in  viftuals,  that  we  could 
procure  nothing  for  fupper  but  a  fmall  portion  of  bad  bread.  The  landlord  had  even 
difficulty  in  gathering  fome  forage  to  feed  our  affes.  Early  next  day  we  came  within 
fight  of  the  citadel  of  Ttes,  but  it  was  noon  before  we  reached  or  faw  the  city. 

Not  wifhing  to  be  known,  and  intending  to  fee  Tecs  again  on  our  journey  to  Sana, 
we  did  not  enter  the  city,  but  continued  our  progrefs  towards  Tehama.  We  foon  left 
the  great  road  from  Mokha,  and  turning  welcward,  travelled  along  flony  and  irregular 
paths  without  feeing  any  thing  remarkable. 

Next  day,  the  3d  of  April,  we  continued  our  journey  through  a  thinly  inhabited  and 
unfertile  region.  We  were  furprifed  at  the  quantides  of  flones  which  lay  over  the 
arable  lands.  Some  of  the  inhabitants  think  them  neceflary  to  prevent  the  lands  from 
being  parched  by  the  fim,  but  they  rather  mark  negligence  in  the  hulbandmen  ;  and, 
indeed,  to  fuch  a  degree  is  every  exertion  of  indultry  that  might  contribute  to  furnifh 
the  neceflaries  of  life  relaxed  here,  that  we  fhould  fcarcely  have  found  food  in  this  diftrift, 
if  we  had  not  taken  the  precaution  to  bring  with  us  eggs  and  bread. 

We  then  croffed  a  plain  covered  with  date  trees  ;  but  foon  after  regaining  the  moun- 
tains, we  entered  the  territory  of  Ibn  Aklan,  where  the  fields,  though  lefs  ftony, 
appeared  to  be  equally  ill  cultivated.  The  terrace  walls  were  generally  in  a  burftiiig 
broken  condidon.  Tliis  defolation  is  the  confequence  of  a  war  between  the  Imam  of 
Sana,  and  the  independent  Schiech  of  the  family  of  Aklan,  to  whom  ihis  diftrift  ap- 
pertains. But,  in  the  ifliie  of  the  war,  the  Schiech  was  obliged  to  acknowledge  the 
ibvereign  autl  ority  of  the  Imam,  and  now  no  longer  maintains  troops. 

Proce3d:Ti;  on  our  wav  to  Tehama  we  faw  feveral  villages,  and  croITed  fome  fmall 
rivers.     We  paiTed  the  night  in  a  detached  coffee-hut :  and  even  the  mafler  of  it  left 
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US  by  night,  and  retired  to  a  neighbourin'T  village.  When  alone,  we  could  not  help 
congratulating  one  another  on  being  thus  I'ar  returned  in  fafety  from  a  journey  among 
thoie  Arabian  mountains,  which  would  not  have  been  without  danger,  even  in  the  beft 
regulated  ftates  in  Europe. 

On  the  4th  of  April  we  travelled  along  bad  roads,  among  hills,  and  crofied  feveral 
times  over  the  Wadi  Suradsji,  a  conliderably  large  rapid  river,  even  at  that  time, 
althougli  no  rain  had  fallen  for  a  long  while.  We  faw  no  village  near,  but  feveral 
coircc-huts. 

In  this  defart  tracl,  upon  the  confines  of  the  Tehama,  Mr.Forfkal  was  much  rejoiced 
to  difcover  the  tree  which  affords  the  balm  of  Mecca.  The  plant  which  he  found  was 
pretty  large  and  in  llower.  Here  was  nothing  to  hinder  my  friend  from  examining  and 
making  a  defcription  of  it.  This  tree  grows  in  many  places  through  Yemen.  But  the 
inhabitants,  who  call  it  Abu  Scham,  the  fweet  fmelling  tree,  know  no  other  ufe  for  \t 
but  to  perfume  their  apartments,  by  burning  the  wood.  Many  branches  of  the  fpeci- 
men  which  we  found  had  been  torn  off  for  this  purpofe. 

Continuing  our  journey,  we  pafled  through  feveral  fmall  rivers,  which  appeared  all 
to  empty  themfelves  into  one  large  river.  To  the  fouth,  we  had  a  view  of  a  large  chain 
of  mountains  ;  but  the  only  habitations  that  we  faw  in  this  hilly  region  were  a  few  inns. 
We  came  at  length  to  a  large  village  containing  many  Kubbets,  and  at  no  great  diftance 
from  Hses,  where  we  arrived  this  evening. 

The  city  of  Hges,  twelve  miles  dillant  from  Ttes,  and  fituate  in  the  Tehama,  is  fmall 
and  ill  built.  However,  it  is  the  capital  of  the  dillricf ,  and  thg  feat  of  a  Dola,  who 
occupies  a  fmall  fortrefs.  A  confiderable  quantity  of  earthen  ware  is  manufactured 
here,  elpecially  coarfe  drinking  cups.  This  diftrid  is  but  of  narrow  extent,  being 
bounded  on  one  fide  by  Zcbid,  and  on  the  other  by  the  territories  of  the  Schicch  of 
Ibn  Aklan. 

Chap.  XXXI.  —  Return  to  Beit  el  Fakib. 

"WE  left  Ha:s  on  the  5th  of  April,  and  after  paning  feveral  villages  and  coffee-hut", 
arrived  on  the  fame  evening  at  Zebid.  We  paf  ed  without  wetting  our  feet  over  the 
river  Suradsji,  which  we  had  lately  feen  fo  large  among  the  hills.  But  as  we  proceeded 
throu;.^h  the  beautiful  and  cultivated  plains  which  it  watered,  we  perceived  both  the 
CHufe  of  its  diminution,  and  the  effects  which  it  produced. 

Our  way  from  Zebid  to  Beit  el  Fakih  was  the  fame  tliat  I  have  already  defcribed..  We 
arrived  at  the  latter  city  on  the  6th  of  April. 

Upon  leaving  the  mountains  we  felt  the  heat  exceffive.  We  halted  to  reft  ourfelves 
at  an  inn  in  a  village  between  Hies  and  Zcbid.  There  we  were  refrcfhed  by  an  agree- 
able breeze,  although  all  was  calm  and  torrid  without,  for  the  vails  were  built  of  loofe 
ftones,  the  many  chinks  among  which  naturally  admitted  a  current  of  air.  We  found 
this  coolnefs  a  great  refrclhment  amidft  the  burning  heat  which  prevailed  all  around, 
I  was  fo  imprudent  as  to  fit  down  on  the  ground,  without  wrapping  myfelf  in  my  large' 
cloak,  and  being  faint  from  the  heat  and  the  fatigues  of  my  jmirney,  1  fell  adce,'.  Aiv 
imprudence  colt  me  dear  ;  I  was  in  a  violent  fever  before  we  reached  Zebid,  which,, 
continuing  after  my  return  to  Beit  el  Fakih,  rendered  me  unable  to  take  aiiy' 
fatigue. 

On  our  arrival  in  this  city,  upon  the  6th  of  April,  we  found  Mr.  Vrm  Haven  likewife 
indiCpofed.  i  e  had  bee  a!ta-kcd  with  a  fcurvy,  and  was  weary  of  t!  e  mod;-  of  ifc 
to  wliich  we  were  here  confined.     We  had  Ion;:  wanted  wine  aud  brandy;  w<*  were' 
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.diffuaded  from  cofTee,  as  beino;  of  a  heating  quality.  Kifcher,  although  efteemed 
Avholefomc,  is  but  an  infipid  drink;  and  through  all  Tehama  the  water  is  very  bad. 
Our  cook  could  prepare  us  no  fuch  fimple  dilhes  of  food  as  thofe  ufed  by  the  Arabs, 
a  nation  diflinguiflied  for  temperance.  Upon  this  account  v.e  daily  ate  anim;il  food, 
although  our  friends,  who  knew  the  climate  better,  had  advifed  us  to  abltain  from  it. 
Our  perfifting  in  this,  doubtlefs,  greatly  injured  our  health,  and  was,  in  a  particular 
manner,  .hurtful  to  Mr.  Von  Haven,  who,  except  to  fit  down  at  a  table,  never  rofe  from 
his  fopha. 

The  firil  day  of  Bairam  happened  this  year  to  be  the  1 4th  of  April.  On  this  day  the 
Dola  proceeded  out  of  the  city  with  a  multitude  of  attendants,  to  perform  prayers  in  a 
large  inclofed  fquare  area,  in  the  open  air.  This  feftival  lafts  three  days,  duriiig  which 
the  Arabs  indulge  in  feftive  amufement,  and  begin  no  piece  of  work,  nor  enter  upon 
any  journey. 

On  the  17th  of  April,  we  faw  an  inftance  at  Beit  el  Fakih,  of  the  coolnefs  of  temper 
and  firmnefs  of  mind,  by  which  the  Arab  character  is  dittinguifhed.  The  fouthern 
end  of  a  houfe  caught  fire ;  and  as  the  wind  blew  flrong  from  the  fouth,  a  great  part 
of  the  city  was  foon  burnt  down.  The  inhabitants,  however,  retained  their  uiual  tran- 
quillity. No  cries  nor  complaints  were  heard  in  the  flreets,  and  w'len  adilreffed  with 
exprefTions  of  condolence  upon  their  misfortune,  they  would  calmly  reply,  "  It  is  the 
will  of  God."  We  occupied  a  houfe  with  Hone  walls  in  that  part  of  the  town  which 
was  fpared  by  the  flames;  we  went  upon  the  roof,  and  faw  the  roofs  of  the  otlier  houfes 
crowded  with  people,  who  were  beholding  the  conflagration  with  the  utmofl;  indiffer- 
ence. A  poor  fcholar,  who  ufed  often  to  vifit  us,  came,  after  removing  his  effeds  to 
a  place  of  fecur'ty,  to  fee  us,  and  with  an  air  of  indifl'erence,  marked  the  inft;uit  when 
the  flames  reached  his  own  houfe.  When  fuch  an  accident  happens,  indeed,  an  Arab 
does  not  lofe  much  ;  as  the  fire  approaches  he  removes  his  goods,  and  takes  refuge, 
either  in  a  diflFerent  quarter  of  the  city,  or  in  the  open  country.  He  thus  lofes  nothing 
but  his  paltry  hut,  which  is  rebuilt  eafily,  and  at  a  fmall  expence. 

JOURJJEY  FROM    BEIT    EL    FAKIH    TO    MOKHA. 

Chap.  XXXII.  —  Route  to  Mokha. 

AS  foon  as  Mr.  Von  Haven  and  I  were  fufficiently  recovered  to  bear  the  fatigues  of 
travelling,  it  was  refolved  that  our  whole  party  ihouid  leave  Beit  el  Fakih.  We  fet 
out,  therefore,  on  the  20th  of  April,  and  took  the  road  to  Zebid,  where  I  had  already 
been. 

In  Tehama,  it  has  been  obferved,  people  generally  travel  by  night,  rather  than  in 
the  day.  But  if  we  had  regulated  our  journies  in  this  manner,  Mr.  Forflcal  could  not 
have  continued  to  examine  and  coUeft  plants,  nor  could  I  have  furveyed  the  tace  of 
the  country.  He  and  I,  therefore,  refolved  to  proceed  forward  by  day,  taking  the 
owner  of  our  afies  to  attend  us,  and  to  leave  the  rell  of  our  party,  with  the  fcrvants 
and  the  baggage,  to  come  up  by  night. 

In  confequence  of  this  arrangement,  we  fet  out  alone  next  morning,  and  pafllcd 
through  the  plains  contiguous  to  the  river  Zebid,  and  by  the  canals  which  are  fupplied 
from  it.  This  beauuful  trad:  of  country  is  about  two  miles  in  breadth.  The  pe  dants 
were  bufy  in  culiivating  the  fields,  and  railing  earthen  dykes  about  them  to  retain  tiie 
water  for  a  certain  time,  after  wliich  it  would  be  conveyed  into  other  fields,  to  water 
and  feruiize  them  in  like  nianiicr.     From  thefe  fields  to  Mokha,  hardly  any  villages 
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are  to  be  feon.  I'he  whole  intervening  country  is  dry,  fandy,  and  covered  with  that 
coarfe  fpecies  of  grafs  with  which  the  houfes  are  thatched  here.  On  thefe  fandy  plains 
the  heat  is  exceflive :  we  were  overjoyed  w'henever  we  could  fhelter  ourfelves  for  a 
little  ill  any  paltry  coifee-hut. 

On  the  fecond  and  third  days  of  our  journey,  we  favv'  nothing  but  coffee-huts,  till  we 
at  laft  arrived  in  the  large  village  of  Maufchid.  We  were  there  alarmed  v/ith  an  account 
of  a  (kirmifhing  war  between  two  families,  in  which  a  man  had  been  killed  on  the  da 
preceding.  But  they  afiured  us  that  fuch  private  quarrels  never  interrupt  the  public 
tranquillity.  When  an  Arab  happens  to  be  killed,  his  family  may  compromife  with 
the  murderer  for  a  fum  of  money,  or  may  demand  of  the  magiftrate  to  put  him  to 
death  ;  or  if  unwilling  to  receive  fatisfiidlion  in  either  of  thefe  ways,  may  declare  a  refo- 
lution  of  taking  vengeance  thcmfclves  upon  the  perfon  of  the  affaflin,  or  upon  his 
relations.  A  pcafant  of  Maufchid  had  been  flain  fome  years  before,  by  a  man  belong- 
ing to  another  village;  and  the  family  of  the  deceafed  had  detenniped  to  inflicl:  perfonal 
vengeance.  Unfortunately,  the  man  who  had  been  newly  {lain  in  the  conteft  was  of 
the  fame  family  with  him  whofe  death  had  given  rife  to  it,  fo  that  there  were  now  tv^o 
deaths  to  revenge  in  a  fet  combat.  Next  day  w-e  met  in  a  coffee-hut  a  man  belonging 
to  the  vittoridus  party,  who  was  armed  with  a  large  club,  and  told  us,  that  he  was 
eager  to  fight,  as  it  was  an  affair  of  honour.  The  only  thing  that  he  regretted  was, 
that  his  family  was  to  fuffer  death  for  two  perfons  in  whole  life  they  had  no  fort  of 
interefl. 

In  that  fame  village  a  Sub-Dola  refides,  with  a  few  foldiers  from  the  troops  of  the 
Dola  of  Hoes.  Here,  as  at  Zebid,  a  tax  was  demanded  for  each  of  our  camels,  from 
which  I  prefume  that  thefe  duties  are  to  be  paid  upon  entering  the  territories  under 
the  jurifdidion  of  each  fcparate  Dola.  By  our  agreement  witli  the  camel  driver,  he 
was  obliged  to  difcharge  all  demands  of  this  nature.  But  he  contrived  to  fhift  this 
payment  by  entering  into  a  fecret  underftanding  with  the  officers  who  were  to  receive 
it.  •  I'hey  told  us,  that  we  muff  either  pay  it  ourfelves,  or  fuffer  them  to  open  and 
infpeft  our  baggage.  However,  on  our  threatening  to  complain  to  the  judge  of  the 
place,  they  delifted  from  their  infolent  pretenfions.  Thus,  the  effahlinimcnt  of  cuftoms 
and  cuflom-houfe  officers,  is  every  where  a  fource  of  endlefs  villanies  and  vexations. 

We  paffed  through  two  other  villages,  and  feveral  more  coffee-huts.  We  faw,  near 
the  road,  a  fait  work,  from  which  fait  is  carried  to  the  mountains  upon  camels.  The 
whole  of  this  way  is  over  fands. 

Chap.  XXXIU.  —  Arrival  at  Mokha. 

AFTER  a  difagreeable  enough  journey  from  Beit  el  Fakih,  we  entered  this  city  on 
the  23d  of  April.  All  who  travel  by  land  to  Mokha,  are  obliged  to  enter  by  the  fame 
gate ;  and  Kuropeans  are  under  the  humiliating  ncceOity  of  alighthig  from  their  aflcs 
and  proceeding  to  their  lodgii.gs  on  foot.  We  therefore  alighted  wh.ile  our  baggage 
was  infpecled.  Thofc  who  examined  that,  afkcd  neither  our  names  nor  our  paffpor.s, 
but  diredcd  us  to  a  Kan,  where  Turks  lodge,  and  where,  as  they  fuppofed,  we  might 
poffibly  find  fome  of  our  countrymen. 

At  the  time  of  our  arrival  there  was  an  F-ngllOi  merchant  from  Bi^inibay  in  the  city. 
We  were  unwilling  to  addrefs  ourlehes  to  him,  left  he  might  think  us  vagrants  of 
fufpicious  charafter.  Befides,  we  had  letters  of  recommendation  from  our  friends  at 
Jidda,  Loheia,  and  Beit  el  Fakih,  to  the  Dola,  to  the  Englilh  interpreter,  a  Banian  in 
great  credit,   and  to   a  merchaut  of  the  city,  whofe  name  was  Seid  Salck.     Having 
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obfertcd  that  the  Muflulmans  treated  thofe  Pagans  from  India,  commonly  in  a  very 
contemptuous  manner,  we  were  in  no  hafte  to  begin  acquaintance  with  the  Banian, 
whom  we  found  afterwards  to  be  a  very  worthy  man.  We  were  already  acquainted 
with  Scid  Salek's  Ion  lunael,  who  had  been  our  companion  in  the  paflage  from  Jidda 
to  Loheia,  and  had  made  advances  to  obtain  our  friendfhip.  This  Ihnael,  befides,  had 
early  prepoflefled  us  in  his  favour,  by  fpeaking  Dutch  tolerably  well.  We  unluckily,, 
therefore,  addrefled  ourfelves  to  him  in  preference  to  every  other  perfon. 

Tiiefe  two,  the  father  and  fon,  wore  accuflomed  to  attach  thomfelves  to  ftrangcre 
with  difhonefl  views  ;  and  the  fon  had  ftudied  fome  of  the  languages  of  Europe,  in  or- 
der that  he  might  be  the  better  able  to  accomplifli  his  knaviih  purpoies.  They  had 
enticed  a  Dutch  veifel  from  Batavia  to  Mokha,  the  mafter  of  which  falling,  without 
refource,  into  their  hands,  was  cruelly  duped  and  plundered.  By  their  intrigues  they 
had  kept  every  other  merchant  at  a  diftance ;  fo  that,  with  refpeft  to  the  fale  of  the 
cargo,  he  was  abiblutely  at  their  mercy.  They  had  hoped  to  make  their  gain  of  us  in 
the  fame  manner ;  and  when  they  faw  their  hopes  of  this  fruftrated,  laboured,  out  of 
fpite,  to  do  us  every  ill  office  in  their  power. 

We  paid  our  first  vifit  to  li'mael.  He  received  us  feemingly  with  great  kindnefs, 
treated  us  with  punch,  and  invited  a  renegado  from  India,  who  was  fettled  as  a  mer. 
chant  at  Mokha,  to  keep  us  company.  This  renegado  was  a  deep  drinker,  and 
endeavoured,  but  wit'. out  fuccefs,  to  make  us  drunk.  Ifmael  advifed  us  to  refumeour 
European  drefs,  and  not  to  difcover  our  knowledge  of  Arabic,  left  we  fhould  be  taken 
for  renegadoes.  He  endeavoured  to  diffuade  from  our  intended  journey  to  Sana ; 
telling  us,  that  thofe  highlanders  were  a  favage,  inhofpitable  race,  and  the  Imam  treated 
all  ftrangers  who  had  the  misfortune  not  to  be  Muffuhnans,  in  the  moft  abufive 
manner.  He  was  alfo  careful  to  prepoffefs  us  againft  the  people  of  Mokha,  who,  by  his 
account,  entert;iined  inveterate  hatred  againft  tlie  Europeans  ;  but  encouraged  us,  by 
ciTer.ng  the  powerful  prote£lion  of  his  father,  to  ward  off  every  danger  or  morti- 
fication, that  we  might  have  to  fear.  In  fliort,  his  whole  converfation  was  of  fuch  a 
nature,  that  I  could  not  help  perceiving  from  it,  that  travellers  muft  be  grofsly  impofed 
upon,  whenever  they  truft  creduloufly  to  the  relations  they  receive  from  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  country  through  which  they  travel.  Had  we  not  known  Arabic,  we  might 
have  returned  into  Europe  with  very  falfe  impreiiions  of  every  thing  in  Arabia. 

The  only  piece  of  fervice  that  this  man  did  us,  was,  in  immediately  hiring  for  us  % 
houfe  that  was  large  enough  to  lodge  us  all. 

Chap.  XXXIV.  —  Difagreeable  Incidents  at  Mokha. 

FROM  what  happened  to  us  firft,  after  our  arrival  in  this  city,  we  found  reafon  to 
fufpect  that  Ifmael  had  fecretly  inftigaied  the  under-officers  of  the  cuftoms  to  harafs 
and  opprefs  us,  in  order  that  we  might  thus  be  forced  to  throw  ourfelves  into  a  blind 
and  implicit  dependence  upon  him.  Our  baggage  was  carried  ftraight  to  thecuftom- 
houfe,  v/here  was  the  Dola  in  perfon.  We  begged  that  thofe  articles,  which  we 
needed  for  immediate  ufe,  might  firft  be  infpefted  :  but  the  officers  would  begin  with 
examining  our  chefts  of  natural  curiofities,  which  we  had  fent  by  fea  from  Loheia, 
and  which  had  been  kept  here  unopened  ever  fmce  the  arrival  of  the  veffel  by  which 
they  had  been  Lrought.  In  one  of  the  chefts  were  fifhes  from  the  Arabic  Gulphj^ 
preferved  in  fpirit  of  wine,  and  inclofed  in  a  fmall  barrel.  We  begged  the  officers  of 
the  cuftoms  not  to  open  the  barrel ;  for  that  the  fiflies  fmelled  difagreeably.  They, 
howe\'er,  not  only  opened  it,  but  fearched  it  with  a  pointed  inftrument  of  iron,  and  at 
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length  emptied  it  entirely  of  the  contents.  The  Arabs,  who  have  a  violent  aveiT!oii  to 
ftrong  hquors,  were  much  prepoiTcflfed  againfl  us,  when  they  felt  the  fmell  of  the 
fpirituous  liquor ;  and  were  no  lefs  difpleafed  to  find  the  factor  of  the  dead  fiflies  fpreud 
through  the  whole  cuftom-houfe. 

We  infilled  that  they  Ihould,  at  Icafl,  let  us  have  our  beds.  But,  without  lillening 
to  our  requeft,  they  continued  to  tofs  over  and  examine  our  chcfts,  which  contained 
fpecimens  of  fhells,  at  the  rilk  of  breaking  them.  The  Arabs  could  not  comprehend, 
how  a  man  of  fenfe  could  colled:  fuch  trifles,  without  fome  interefled  views,  and 
they  accordingly  accufed  us  of  intending  to  abufe  the  Dola,  by  producing  only  articles 
of  trifling  value,  to  amufe  his  people,  while  we  concealed  our  more  precious  eft'eds. 

At  laft,  appeared  a  veflel  in  which  Mr.  Forfl^al  had  preferved  fome  ferpents  in  fpirit 
of  wine.  At  fight  of  this  the  Arabs  were  terrified.  A  perfon  who  was  fervant  to  the 
Dola,  obferved  that  thole  Franks  had  come  hither  to  poifon  the  MufTulmans,  and  that 
it  was  in  order  to  their  fucccfs  in  this,  that  one  of  them  pretended  to  be  a  phyfician. 
The  Dola,  who  was  a  mild  old  man,  and  till  now  did  not  feem  to  have  conceived  any 
prejudice  againfl  us,  became  fuddenly  in  a  paflion  when  this  idea  was  fuggefted,  and 
fwore,  by  God,  that  we  Ihould  not  remain  a  fingle  night  in  the  city.  The  reader  will 
readily  conceive,  how  the  infolence  of  the  people  of  the  cuftom-houfe,  and  of  the  at- 
tending mob,  would  naturally  rife  upon  this.  The  cuftom-houfe  was  abruptly  fl^.ut, 
and  we  could  obtain  none  of  our  goods  from  it. 

While  we  were  in  the  cuftom-houfe  a  fervant  came  to  tell  us,  that  our  books  and 
other  things  had  been  all  thrown  out  of  the  windows  of  the  houfe  which  we  had  hi'"ed, 
and  the  door  fliut  againft  lis.  We  went  to  fee  what  might  be  the  reafon  of  that  out- 
rage, but  could  find  neither  Ifmael  nor  his  father.  One  of  the  citizens,  who  was  a 
friend  of  Ifmael's,  attacked  us  Avith  abufive  language.  No  perfon  would  afford  us 
lodgings ;  but  every  one  looked  upon  us  as  vagrants,  who  would  inftantly  be  driven 
out  of  the  city  in  difgrace.  At  leiigth,  one  of  the  citizens  exprefl'ed  hinifelf  willing  to 
receive  us  into  his  houfe,  if  he  were  fure  that  government  would  not  punifli  h'm  for 
it.  We  led  him  to  the  Cadi,  who  aflTured  him,  that  he  fliould  rilk  nothing  by  lodging 
us.  In  Turkey,  the  Cadies  are  reputed  very  corrupt  and  felfifh  y  but  in  Yem.en, 
we  found  them  perfons  of  great  worth  and  hitegrity,  earneft  to  do  prompt  and  candid 
juftice.  The  Englifli  merchant  whom  I  mentioned  above,  was  Mr.  Fr;mcis  Scott.  He 
had  heard  of  our  difticulties  and  perplexity ;  and,  although  we  had  not  yet  vifited 
him,  gave  us  an  invitation  to  dinner,  which  we  accepted  with  thegreateft  pleafure.  He 
expreflcd  a  warm  defire  to  ferve  us  ;  and  we  now  perceived  how  fooliflily  we  had  afted 
in  not  applying  at  firft  to  him  and  his  Banian  interpreter.  However,  we  durft  not  break 
off  abruptly  with  Ifmael  and  his  father. 

When  we  could  not  obtain  any  of  our  things  from  the  cuftom-houf?,  Kmael  advifed 
us  to  oiler  the  Bola  a  prefent  of  fifty  ducats  ;  and  hinted  that  he  Ihould  be  the  bearer 
ofthe  prefcnt,  for  that  the  Dola  would  not  condefcend  to  fpeak  with  Chriftians.  We 
had  no  intention  of  making  fo  large  a  prefent,  ftill  lefs  of  intrufting  him  with  it.  But 
after  various  refleclions,  we  at  laft  refolved  to  facrifice  thole  fifty  ducats  upon  the  occa- 
fion ;  and  it  was  agreed  that  I  ftiould  wait  upon  the  Dola  with  this  prefent,  next  day. 
On  my  way,  however,  I  learned,  that  the  Dola  having  been  exerciling  his  troops,  had 
received  a  wound  in  the  foot.  Upon  receiving  this  information,  I  returned  home ; 
hoping  that  our  phyfician  would  be  lent  for,  and  tha:  we  might  thus  avoid  the  cxpence 
of  the  prefent. 

But  as  Mr.  Cramer  was  not  called  by  the  Dola,  and  our  cftccls  ftill  remained  at  the 
cuftom-houfe,  we  underftood  that  a  confiderable  prefent  was  cxpeiSed  from  us.     Mr. 
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Forlkal  had  hitherto  been  always  refufcd  admiifion  by  the  fervants  of  the  Dola,  upon 
pretence,  that  their  niafter  \vould  not  treat  with  us  otherwife  than  through  the  medium 
of  Ifmael  and  his  father  ;  yet  he  now  undertook  to  make  a  new  attempt  to  obtain  an 
audience.  Wiien  he  had  explained  the  purpofe  of  his  vifit,  he  was  admitted,  and  fo 
qracloufly  received,  that  the  Dola  kindly  cliid  him  for  not  applying  dircclly  to  himfclf 
at  the  firll;.  Next  day,  he,  in  his  turn,  fent  us  a  prefent  of  four  lambs,  and  two  fmall  bags 
of  rice  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  gave  orders  that  our  eftefts  iliould  be  delivered  to  us,\vitiiout 
being  more  particularly  examined. 

Chap.  XXXV.  —  Our  Stay  at  Mohha  conUnued ;  and  the  Death  of  Mr.  Von  Haven. 

THE  Dola,  when  he  received  his  wound,  had  been  advifed  by  the  principal  perfons- 
about  him,  to  fend  for  the  European  phyficlan.  But  he  was  afraid  that  Mr.  Cramer 
might,  in  revenge  for  the  ill  treatment  which  we  had  fuffered,  adminiller  to  him  im- 
proper medicines,  or  might  apply  heating  drugs,  which  the  Arabs  think  very  dangerouai 
But  the  Cadi  repreferted  to  him  that  no  perfon  had  yet  complained  of  us ;  and  that  it 
was  no  way  ftrange  that  a  phyficlan  fnould  have  dead  ferpents  in  his  polfeflion,  thefe 
being  ufed  as  ingredients  in  feme  medical  compofitions.  The  Europeans,  he  hirther 
told  him,  ought  not  to  be  defpLfed  or  flighted  for  colledling  fliells  or  infects,  of  which 
the  Arabs  knew  not  the  ufe. 

Thefe  reprefentations,  and  the  alarming  ftate  of  the  wound,  which  was  becoming 
worfe,  in  the  hands  of  four  or  five  empirics,  induced  the  Dola  to  fend,  on  the  4th  of 
INIay,  to  enquire  whether  we  were  fill)  angry  with  him,  or  If  our  phyficlan  would  under- 
take to  cure  him.  We  were  all  overjoyed  to  hear  that  the  prejudices  which  the  gover- 
nor had  conceived  agamft  us  were  fo  perfectly  removed  ;  and  Mr.  Cramer  gladly 
oflfered  his  fervlces.  No  fooner  had  our  anfwer  been  carried  to  the  Dola,  than  he  fent 
one  of  his  fervants  with  a  mule  for  Mr.  Cramer.  Europeans,  when  they  pals  before 
the  Dola's  palace,  are  ufually  obliged  to  alight  and  walk,  if  they  happen  to  be  n-,ountcd  ; 
but,  to  evince  to  the  people  the  entire  reconciliation  that  had  taken  place  between  the 
Dola  and  us,  Mr.  Cramer  was  permitted  to  pafs  through  this  forbidden  ground,  and 
even  to  enter  the  court  of  the  palace  without  difmounting. 

We  had,  after  this,  frequent  opportunities  of  feeing  the  Dola,  and  teftifying  our 
friendfhip  to  him.  Mr.  Forfkal  one  day  related  to  him,  how  we  had  been  infulted  and 
turned  out  by  the  owner  of  our  firft  lodging.  The  Dola  promlfed  him  fatlsfatllon,  and 
made  the  perfon  of  whom  he  complained,  be  caft,  that  very  night,  into  prifon.  Umael, 
enraged  to  fee  his  friend  punlfhed  for  an  aft  of  infolence  which  he  himfelf  had  prompted, 
threatened  us  with  a  mob,  by  which  we  might  be  torn  to  pieces.  Mr.  Forlkal,  although 
regardlefs  of  his  threats,  waited  on  the  Dola,  and  entreated  him  to  liberate  the  prifoner, 
and  only  recommend  to  him  to  be  more  civil  to  llrangers  in  future. 

This  change  In  our  fituation,  rendered  Mokha  much  lefs  unpleafant  to  us  than  It 
had  been  at  firft.  But  difeafe  began  now  to  fall  feverely  upon  us  ;  I  had  been  at- 
tacked, foon  after  our  arrival  here,  with  a  violent  dyfentery,  from  wliich,  however,  I 
recovered,  after  fifteen  days  illnefs.  Mr.  Von  Haven,  who  had  been  ill  at  Beit  el  Fakih, 
became  much  worfe  here.  After  walking  out  in  the  cool  of  the  evening,  he  was 
tolerably  well  through  the  night ;  but  the  heats  of  the  day  he  was  quite  unable  to 
bear.  At  laft,  he  ventured  to  lie  for  feveral  nights  fucceffively  upon  the  roof  of  the 
houfe,  In  the  open  air,  and  with  his  face  uncovered.  On  the  night  of  the  24th  of 
May  he  caught  cold,  and  was  fo  111  in  the  mommg,  that  it  was  neceifary  for  two  fer\'ants 
to  carry  him  down  into  his  apartment.     His  fever  was  become  doubly  violent,  and 

9  he 
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he  was  delirious  by  the  evening.  He  then  funk  into  a  deep  lethargy,  and  expired  in 
the  night. 

He  had  pait'  more  attention  than  any  other  of  us,  to  oriental  literature.  The  public 
have  loit,  by  his  death,  fome  very  interefling  difcoveries,  and  fome  curious  collections 
-of  this  fort,  which  h.-  had  made. 

The  cullom  of  interring  tlie  dead  in  a  coffin  is  unknown  in  Arabia.  We  had  one 
made,  however,  for  our  deccafed  friend,  in  order  to  preferve  his  remains  from  any 
accident.  Tlie  captain  of  an  Englifh  fl.ip  lent  us  fix  of  his  failors  to  bear  the  body  to  the 
European  burying  place.  All  the  Engllfli  in  Mokha  attended  at  the  funeral ;  and  the 
obfequies  were  performed  with  more  decency,  and  with  lefs  interruption,  than  thofe  of 
a  Conful  at  Cairo,  wliich  v/ere  diflurbed  by  the  crowding  of  the  people  to  witnefs  the 
folemnity,  and  by  the  robbery  of  the  audacious  Bedouins.  On  this  occafion,  the  Arabs 
of  Yemen  fliewed  therafelves  reafonable  and  humane. 

Chap.  XXXVI.  —  We  leave  Mokha. 

AFTER  the  death  of  Mr.  Von  Haven,  we  began  to  think  ferioufly  of  leaving  Mokha, 
and  making  a  tour  into  the  interior  parts  of  Yemen.  We  were  divided  in  opinion, 
with  regard  to  the  plan  upon  which  we  ought  to  regulate  our  fubfequent  proceedings-; 
fome  being  difpofed  to  remain  another  year  in  Arabia,  while  the  reft  were  defirous  of 
returning  immediately  to  Europe.  But  we  all  agreed  to  fet  out  without  farther  delay, 
upon  our  journey  to  Sana. 

iVIr.  Forflfal  and  I  had  many  feveral  excurfions  in  a  very  fimple  guife,  and  almoft 
without  attendants.  But  as  our  whcile  party  were  now  to  travel  all  together,  we  could 
not  well  go  w'thout  a  cert;iin  train  to  accompany  us.  We  could  not,  however,  travel 
in  this  ftyle  without  pcrmiifion  from  the  Dola,  which  would  not  be  eafdy  obtained  ;  as 
it  could  not  be  thought,  that  he  would  willingly  fuffer  his  phyfician  to  leave  him  before 
his  wound  were  healed.  We,  neverthelefs,  ventured  to  make  the  requeft  ;  but  the 
Dola  refufed  us  upon  a  fair  pretext.  He  told  us,  that  he  muft  firft  write  to  Sana,  to 
know  whether  the  Imam  would  receive  us,  and  that  we  could  not  leave  Mokha  till  the 
Imam  h  id  returned  an  anfwer. 

When  thus  refufed  permiilion  to  proceed  to  Sana,  we  begged  that  we  might,  at  leaf!:, 
be  allowed  to  remove  to  Taxi,  in  tlie  mean  tinif,  for  the  fake  of  our  health.  Even 
this  was  rt'tufed  us.  We  then  propofed  to  the  Dola,  to  leave  our  phyfician  behind. 
But  the  Arabs,  feared  that  the  feparation  from  his  friends  niight  fecretly  diftrefs  Mr. 
Cramer,  fo  as  to  render  him  more  negligent  of  his  patient's  cure. 

When  we  complained  of  tliefe  reftrainis  to  the  principal  men  of  the  city,  thcv  ob- 
ferved,  that  it  was  hard  to  conceive  what  rendered  us  fo  impatient  to  depart ;  for  that 
by  going  to  the  Highlands,  we  fhould  tmly  endanger  our  health  more,  as  thofe  who 
went  thiiher  from  the  burning  fiuids  of  IVhama,  were  commonly  attacked  with  a  violent 
fever,  immediately  upon  their  arrival. 

At  length,  when  we  were  much  at  a  lofs  how  to  proceed,  a  furgical  empiric  luckily 
came  in,  to  free  us  from  our  perplexity.  He  pr.  mifed  to  cure  the  Dola's  wound  within 
.eight  days;  and  our  phyficiiui  was  immediatelv  difmifled.  We,  at  the  fame  time,  ob- 
tained permillion  to  let  out  For  Taocs,  ami  w ;  re  favoured  with  a  letter  of  recommen- 
dation lo  the  Dola  of  ihat  city.  Mr.  Cramer  received  for  his  fee,  a  mule  with  a  faddle 
and  bridle,  and  India  ftuti"  for  a  fuit  of  cloihes  in  the  Arab  fafliion.  As  an  additional 
'proof  ot  his  fricndfhip,  the  Dula  lent  one  ol  his  fervants  to  attend  us.  We  fliould  have 
been  well  pleaied  to  c-\cuic  this  iiiiliuicc  of  liis  atteaiio;i  j    for  his  fervaat  was  only  a 
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fj>y,  under  a  more  honourable  name,  to  watch  over  our  conduQ:,  and  lander  us  from 
goln-y  farth'.  r  Luan  Taoes. 

Not  wifliing  to  run  any  rifc  of  lofing  our  ready  money,  ve  put  it  all  into  the 
hands  of  the  Eni;lifli  interpreter,  who  gave  us  bills  upon  his  countrymen,  the  Ba- 
nians at  Taous  and  Sana.  This  was  the  firfl  time  we  could  get  bills  of  exchange  in 
the  Eaft. 

JOURNEY    FROM    MOKHA    TO    TRACES. 

Chap.  XXXVII.  —  Our  Progrcfs  to  Taacs. 

LEAVING  Mokha  with  pleafure,  as  our  flay  in  it  had  been  not  a  little  difagree- 
able,  we  proceeded,  on  the  9th  of  June,  through  a  dry  and  defart  country,  and,  after 
advancing  four  miles,  reached  Mufa,  a  village  fituate  jull:  upon  the  confines  of  the 
Highlands.  This  village  is  known  to  the  Europeans,  who  fometinies  come  hither 
in  parties  for  pleafure.  But  the  buildings  are  wretched,  and  the  heat  is  as  op- 
preflive  here  as  at  Mokha.  The  water  is,  however,  good,  and  the  richer  inha- 
bitants of  Mokha  fend  hither  for  it ;  as  that  in  the  wells  immediately  around  the  city 
is  very  bad. 

Next  day  we  travelled  along  the  channel  of  a  large  river,  which,  in  the  rainy  feafon, 
difembogues  itfelf  into  the  fea,  near  Mokha  ;  but  is  commonly  lofl  at  no  great  diftance 
from  its  head  in  the  fands  of  Tehama.  We  palled  through  feveral  villages  ;  and  near 
"the  lad  of  thefe  remarked  a  fmall  houfe,  at  which  duties  are  paid  for  all  goods  fent 
to  the  independent  country  of  Jafa :  goods  pafling  into  the  Itates  of  the  Imam  pay 
no  fuch  duties. 

I  fliall  hereafter  have  occafion  to  fpeak  of  Schiech  Schacdeli,  the  famous  faint  of 
Mokha.  We  happened  to  meet  with  one  of  his  defcendants,  a  good-natured  ideot. 
Some  young  perfon  in  our  party  addrelfed  him,  and  bandied  jokes  and  raillery  with 
him.  They  did  not,  indeed,  abufe  him,  but  as  little  did  they  Ihew  him  refped.  They 
called  him  Schiech,  in  regard  to  his  birth,  but  paid  him  no  other  honour.  In  this 
inftance,  the  Arabs  difcover  more  good  fenfe  than  the  Turks,  and  efpecially  than  the 
Egyptians,  who  treat  all  ideots  as  Schiechs,  honour  them  through  Ufe,  and  regard  them 
as  faints  after  their  death. 

In  the  hilly  country  the  roadi  are  too  bad  for  travelling  by  night.  We  faw,  as  we 
proceeded,  a  large  village,  and  near  it,  the  fertile  hills  of  Hammara,  which  belong  to 
Schiech  Ibn  Aklan  ;  but  the  inhabitants  of  the  village  are  not  fubjeft  to  his  authority. 
They  had  lately  flain  two  men,  and  when  the  Schiech  fent  troops  to  chaftife  them,  they 
retreated  to  the  fummits  of  the  hills.  We  happened,  fortunately,  to  enter  one  of  the 
large  inns,  called  by  the  Arabians  Mattrach  ;  for,  early  in  the  afternoon,  a  violent  florm 
arofe,  and  fuch  a  quantity  of  rain  fell,  that  all  the  highways  were  flooded,  and  it  became 
impoflible  for  us  to  continue  our  journey. 

On  the  1 2th  of  June,  after  pafling  through  feveral  villages,  and  crofllng  fome  fertile 
fields,  we  arrived  at  Dorebat,  a  town  ten  miles  difl:ant  from  Mokha.  It  is  the  capital  of 
the  territories  of  Schiech  Ibn  Aklan,  who  refides  here.  Its  fituation,  on  the  fummit  of 
a  hill,  renders  it  naturally  ftrong.  At  the  foot  of  the  hill  ftands  a  town,  the  public 
prifon  in  which  is  faid  to  be  the  mofl:  difmal  in  Yemen.  Before  the  door  of  the  jjrifon 
in  Dorebat,  we  faw  perfons  who  had  been  guilty  only  of  very  trivial  faults,  confined,  a 
number  of  them  together,  by  one  chain,  in  the  open  air.  Near  them  flood  a  guard  of 
foldiers  of  the  Imam's,  whom  the  Schiech  is  obliged  to  maintain. 

Continuing 
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Continuing  our  journey  from  Dorebat,  we  found  on  our  way,  a  number  of  fine 
villages,  and  many  coffee  huts,  and  Madgils,  or  refervoirs  for  water,  in  a  columnar 
form.  A  violent  ftorm  again  compelled  us  to  halt.  Next  day  we  faw  from  a  hill  the  caflle 
ofTaces,  ftill  at  a  diftance.     Early  on  the  13th  we  reached  the  city. 

Immediately  after  our  arrival,  we  fent  our  letter  from  the  Dola  at  Mokha,  to  the  Dola 
of  Tao^s,  who  ftraightway  required  us  to  wait  upon  him  at  his  houfe.  lie  feemed  to 
be  in  a  very  good  humour,  and  made  us  an  offer  of  Kifcher,  pipes,  and  Kaad,  (the 
buds  of  a  certain  tree  which  the  Arabs  chew,  as  the  Indians  do  Betel ;)  but  we  did  not 
relilh  this  drug.  He  related  to  us,  how  that  a  report  had  been  fpread  at  Taoes,  of  our 
having  brought  feveral  cheifs  full  of  ferpents  to  Mokha.  He  made  us  be  conduded 
into  a  houfe,  the  proprietor  of  which  he  had  lately  imprifoned  ;  and  fent  us,  in  a  pre- 
fent,  two  lambs,  with  a  fmall  quantity  of  meal.  We,  in  our  turn,  offered  him  a  piece 
of  India  fluff 

Next  day,  we  delivered  our  other  letters  of  recommendation  from  our  friends  at 
Mokha  :  of  thofe,  one  was  addreffed  to  Bafkateb,  the  firft  fecretary  ;  another  to  the 
fteward  of  the  houfehold,  Achmed  ;  a  third  to  one  Sejid,  a  man  of  diftinction  ;  and  a 
fourth  to  a  Banian.  We  were  well  received  every  where.  The  Dola  of  Mokha's 
fervant  had  the  prefumption  to  attend  us  on  all  our  vifits,  and  impofed  his  company 
upon  us  in  like  manner,  when  we  received  the  vifits  of  others.  We  could  not  imagine 
whether  this  were  done  out  of  vanity,  or  in  order  to  keep  a  ftrict  eye  on  all  our 
motions. 

We  found  the  temperature  of  this  country  to  agree  entirely  with  our  conflitutions. 
Inftead  of  the  oppreffive  heats  under  which  we  had  fainted  at  Mokha,  we  had  here 
almoft  every  evening  refrefhing  rains. 

Chap.  XXX VIH.  —  Of  the  City  of  Taas. 

THIS  city  ftands  at  the  foot  of  the  fertile  hill  of  Sabber.  It  is  encompafled  with  a 
xvall,  between  fixteen  and  thirty  feet  thick,  and  flanked  with  feveral  towers.  The  for- 
trefs  of  Kahhre  ftands  in  the  circuit  of  the  wall  ;  its  walls  are  faced  with  burnt  bricks, 
but  within  confill  of  bricks,  which,  inltead  of  being  burnt,  have  been  only  dried  in  the  fun. 

This  city  has  only  two  gates  ;  and  each  of  thefe  is  after  the  Arabic  fafhion,  fortified 
with  tliree  towers.  Only  two  of  them  are  in  a  condition  to  bear  cannons.  The  garri- 
fon  confided  at  this  time  of  fix  hundred  men.  I'hele  works  lie  fo  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  neighbouring  heights,  that  they  would  afford  no  defence  againfl  any  but  an 
army  of  Arabs,  who  are  Ifrangers,  in  a  manner,  to  the  ufe  of  artillery. 

The  faint  who  has  been  a^lumtd  as  the  patron  of  the  city  of  Taa's,  is  the  famous 
Ifmael  Mulk,  who,  according  to  tradition,  was  once  king  of  this  country.  His  remains 
are  buried  in  a  mofque  which  bears  his  name.  But  none  have  luen  permitted  to  ap- 
proach his  tomb,  fince  once  that  tlie  faint  thought  proper  to  perfurjn  a  miracle  which 
gave  diffatisfaftion  to  the  rulers.  This  marvellous  event  was  related  to  us  with  the  fol- 
lowing circumftancts  :  Two  hcggnrs  had  afked  ch;.rity  from  the  Dola  ofTaofS;  hut  only 
one  oi  thefe  had  tailed  of  his  bounty.  The  other  went,  upon  this,  to  the  ti  mb  of 
Ifmael  Mulk  to  implore  his  aid.  Ilmael,  who,  when  ahvc,  had  been  very  charitable, 
ftretched  his  hand  out  of  the  tomb,  and  gave  the  beggar  a  ktter,  containing  an  ord'>r 
on  the  Dola  to  pay  the  beggar  an  huntired  crowns.  Upon  cx-iiinn^nfj  this  order,  v^.th 
the  f^reatelt  care,  it  was  found  that  Ifmael  Mulk  had  written  it  with  his  own  hand,  .iid 
fcalcd  it  with  his  feal.  The  governor  could  not  roluit-  p.;y  ;"  I't ;  but,  to  avoid  ali  I'ub- 
fequent  trouble  from  fuch  bills  of  exchange,  he  had  a  w«tii  built,  iacloling  iJie  toiiib. 

Near 
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Near  the  mofque  of  Ifinael  Mulk  is  a  garden,  which  was  poflefled  by  Ifchia  his  fon. 
In  it  there  was  fliown  to  me  a  hirge  bafon,  and  a  hydraulic  machine,  which  in  its  time 
muft  have  been  an  ornament  of  no  fmall  coniequence  ;  but  all  is  now  in  a  ftate  of  decay, 
and  almofi;  ruinous. 

In  the  fame  cit)',  and  in  its  neighbourhood,  are  many  deferted  and  ruinous  mofques  • 
one  of  tl'.em,  in  a  ftylc  of  architefture  unufual  in  this  country,  fliould  feem  to  have 
been  built  by  foine  l"ujkifli  Pacha.  The  devout  founders  ot  tliefe  mofques,  if  they 
intended  thereby  to  tranfmit  their  memory  to  poflerity,  have  failed  of  their  purpofe. 
'I'heir  names  Lav^  been  forgotten,  as  the  mofques  have  funk  into  ruins. 

The  lall  lords  of  Taa's  have  made  a  more  judicious  choice  of  buildings  to  diftinguifli 
themfelves  by.  They  have  erefted  noble  palaces  for  themfelves  and  their  poflerity,  and 
were  content  with  a  fmall  Kubbet  fur  their  oratory  and  burial-place :  thus,  have  they 
ipared  the  buds  which  mult  otherwifc  have  been  appropriated  to  the  maintenance  of 
ihe  clergy  of  an  ufelefs  mofque  ;  their  palaces  are  flill  ftanding,  and  are  the  ornaments 
of  the  city,  wliich  indeed  does  not  pollefs  many  other  fine  buildings.  Since  the  lad 
war  many  of  the  houfes  have  remained  ruinous,  and  fome  of  the  fquares  have  even  been 
converted  into  fields  and  meadows. 

The  ruins  of  two  ancient  cities  are  ftill  to  be  feen  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Taoes. 
One  of  them  is  Thobad,  which  is  fituate  near  Mount  Sabber.  Some  parts  of  its 
walls,  with  a  large  mofque  belonging  to  it,  are  ftill  ftanding.  The  other  is  Oddena, 
which  ftands  at  no  great  diftance  from  Thobad,  upon  the  fummit  of  Mount  Sabber, 
over  againfl  Kahhre.  The  latter  wns  the  place  of  the  refidencc  of  the  kings  of  this 
country  ;  its  only  remains  are  the  ruins  of  fbme  mofques,  Ifmael  Mulk,  having  built 
his  tomb  at  the  foot  of  the  rock  of  Kahhre,  fome  of  his  devout  fubjects  chofc  to  live 
near  their  faint  ;  others  following  their  example,  Oddena  was  thus  abandoned,  and 
Taoes  built.  So,  this  city,  like  Loheia,  Beit  el  Fakih,  and  Mokha,  owes  its  rife  to  a, 
faint. 

Chap.  XXXIX.  —  Late  Revolutions  ofTaais. 

SO  modern  a  city  cannot  make  a  great  figure  in  the  hiflory  of  Yemen.  However, 
in  thefe  late  years,  fume  revolutions  have  taken  place,  which  deferve  to  be  briefly 
mentioned,  as  they  may  fei"ve  to  give  an  idea  of  the  power  of  the  Imam,  and  of  the 
jnanner  in  which  the  Arabians  go  to  war. 

Imam  El  Manfor  Hoffein  had  committed  the  government  of  Taoes  to  his  brother 
Achmcd,  who,  when  afterwards  recalled,  refuied  to  obey.  With  a  force  of  two  thou- 
fand  men,  whom  he  kept  in  pay,  he  flood  out  for  twelve  years,  againfl  all  that  the 
Imam  could  fend  to  reduce  hmi  to  his  duty.  Achmed  had  money  coined  in  his  own 
name,  levied  taxes  upon  goods  carried  between  Mokha  and  Sana,  and  conduded  him- 
felf  in  all  refpefts  as  if  he  had  been  fovereign  of  the  country.  Yet,  he  alTumed  not 
the  title  of  Imam,  or  King,  but  contented  himfelf  with  that  of  Sidi,  which  is  common  to 
all  the  princes  of  the  blood-royal. 

Sidi  Achmed  dying,  left  fix  fons.  The  eldefl  of  whom,  Abdulla,  fucceeded  him, 
and  lived  on  fair  terms  with  the  Imam.  Abdulla  dying  in  1759,  left  the  fuccefTion  to 
h's  only  fon  Abdul  Kerim,  a  boy  thirteen  years  of  age.  Three  of  the  young  prince's 
yncles,  Ali,  Jachia,  and  Machfer  confpired  to  dethrone  him.  One  of  the  confpirators 
feized  the  fortrefs  of  Kahhre,  and  each  of  the  other  two  made  himfeif  mafler  of  a 
gate  with  fome  adjoining  towers.  But,  as  the  revenues  of  thefe  i;^:te  princes  were  very 
fenty,  they  could  neither  keep  many  foldiers  on  foot,  nor  even  purchafe  provifions. 

They 
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They  were  partlcuhxrly  in  want  of  powder  ;  and  whenever  one  of  them  could  procure? 
a  few  pounds  of  ammunition,  he  never  ceafed  tiring  upon  his  brothers,  till  tlic  whole  was 
er>:haufted.     But  they  never  came  to  a  fair  combat. 

In  thefe  circuniftances,  young  Abdul  Kerini  wrote  to  his  uncle,  the  reigning  Imam, 
begging  his  affiftance,  and  intreating  him  to  fupport  him  in  the  pod'eflion  of  his  do- 
minions. The  Imam  having  long  wifliod  to  take  part  in  the  quarrel,  fcnt  an  army  to 
reduce  the  rebels.  But  the  Nakib  or  General,  El  Mas,  who  com.manded  this  army, 
having  no  artillery,  had  no  other  expedient  but  to  fire  with  mufquct  fliot,  from  a  mofque 
without  the  wall,  by  which  he  could  make  no  advancement  in  the  fiege. 

The  Imam  had  for  feveral  years  had  a  dangerous  enemy  in  a  Schiech  named  Ab- 
durrah,  who  had  occupied  the  territory  of  Hodsjerie.  During  the  blockade  of  Taces, 
this  Schiech  approached  Mokiia,  and  the  Imam  then  found  it  neceffary  to  feek  a  recon- 
ciliation with  his  enemy.  Peace  was  made,  through'  the  intermediation  of  the  generals, 
on  condition  that  the  Schiech  fiiould  lend  afliftance  to  accomplifh  the  conquefl  of  Taces. 
But  his  troops  being  deftitute  of  cannons,  were  as  little  in  a  condition  as  thofe  of  the 
Imam  to  ftorm  the  tower.  Yet  the  fhrcwdnefs  of  Abdurrah  fuggefteda  flratagem.  He 
promifed  a  thoufand  crovms  to  twelve  of  the  befieged  foldiers,  who  were  polled  in  a 
tower,  if  they  would  permit  his  troops  to  enter.  By  this  means,  the  city  was  taken  ia 
the  end  of  the  year  1760,  and  facked. 

After  the  conqueft  of  *f  aces,  the  Imam  gave  the  family  of  Sidi  Achmed,  with  Schiech. 
Abdurrah,  a  friendly  invitation  to  vifit  him  at  Saiia.  The  latter  was  at  firfl  unwilling 
to  put  himfelf  in  tlie  power  of  his  old  enemy  ;  but  the  Imam  impowcred  his  generals 
to  pledge  his  faith  for  the  Schiech's  fecurity  ;  and  he  was  accordingly  taken  in  the. 
fnare.  The  Imam  treated  this  hero  with  the  blacked  perfidy,  and  put  him  to  an  igno- 
minious death.  He  returned  the  fervices  of  his  generals  with  bafe  ingratitude,  and 
refufed  to  reinftate  Abdul  Kerim  in  his  father's  principality.  I  faw  the  young  prince 
going  to  the  mofque  at  Sana  ;  having  a  parafol  carried  over  him,  like  the  otiier  princes 
of  the  blood  royal.  His  two  uncles,  Sidi  Jachia,  and  Sidi  Machfar,  were  call:  into  con- 
finement as  rebels :  the  third,  Sidi  Ali,  happening  luckily  to  be  father-in-law  to  the 
reigning  Imam,  profcrved  his  liberty,  and  lives  privately  at  Sana.  After  thefe  events, 
the  Imam  fent  a  Dola  to  Taa-s  ;  and  it  is  now  under  the  fame  government  as  the  other 
cities  in  his  dominions. 

Chap.  XL.  —  S(i7y  at  Tacts. 

THE  Dola  who  governed  this  city  when  we  vifited  it,  had  been  an  officer  in  the 
Imam's  army,  and  had  rifen  rapidly  to  the  rank  of  Nakib,  without  owing  his  fortune  to 
his  birth,  as  molt  of  thefe  governors  do.  His  government  was  very  extenfive,  com- 
prehending both  Mount  Sabber  and  the  territory  of  Hodsjerie,  in  which  are  a  number 
of  Schiechs,  whofe  families  have,  for  thefe  feveral  centuries,  poffeffed  fmall,  and  almolt 
independent  lordlhips.  They  pay  taxes  to  the  Imam,  but  value  themfelves  much  on  their 
nobility  of  defcent,  and  treat  their  governors  with  contempt.  Our  Dola  had  alrcidy 
had  feveral  diiferences  with  thofe  haughty  nobles,who  refufed  fubmiilion  to  his  authority. 
He  had  put  one  of  the  mutinous  Schiechs  in  prifon,  and  had  detained  a  female  flave 
v.hojn  the  Arab  was  carrying  away  with  him.  An  order  from  the  Imam,  however, 
obliged  him  to  fet  both  at  liberty  ;  but  he  remained  in  indignation  againit  thofeSchiechs 
in  general.  He  feized  the  firft  occafion  that  oflcred,  and  fent  out  half  a  dozen  foldiers 
among  them,  who,  according  to  their  mafter's  orders,  conducted  themfelves  with  great 
infolence  towards  thofe  highlanders.  The  Schiechs  could  not  bear  fuch  iafuits  ;  but 
vot.  X.  1  made 
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made  an  infurreflion,  and  mnfacred  xhrm  all.  Since  that  period,  nobody  from  Taoss 
has  ventured^o  vific  th'?  hirMa.ids  \v  tUout  expofinnj  his  Wh  to  extreme  danger.  It 
was  even  faid,  that  the  Schiechs  would  never  be  quiet  till  thj  Imam  Ihould  recal  the 
Dola. 

The  exuberant  fertility  of  Mount  Sabber  aTords,  according  to  the  accounts  of  tlie 
Arabs,  plants  of  every  fpecies  that  is  to  be  found  any  wliere  elfe  through  the  world. 
Mr.  FornvHi  had  this  mountain  daily  before  his  eyes  ;  but,  to  his  infinite  mortification, 
could  not  obtain  permillion  to  botanize  upon  ;t.  He  propofed  to  bring  aSchiech  from 
the  mountairis  at  his  own  expence,  under  whofe  protetlion  he  might  go  out  upon  his 
herborizing  expeditions  wirf.out  danger.  But  the  Dola  put  a  negative  upon  all  his 
propofals,  and  would  only  fu'FT  him  to  t.ike  a  fliort  ramble  over  Mount  Saurek.  My 
friend  fet  out  on  the  20th  of  June,  and  returned  on  the  2 2d,  having  found  the  Villages 
in  that  din:ri6t  defeited,  in  coiifequence  of  the  intolerable  exaftions  of  the  Uol.i,  which 
had  forced  the  inhabitants  to  retire  and  fettle  elfewhere.  In  fo  wretched  a  country, 
Mr.  Forlkal  could  neither  find  provifions,  nor  ti-avel  about  in  fafety. 

We  had  occafion  to  obferve  the  negligence  with  which  the  Arabs  obferve  the  phafes 
of  the  moon,  or  rather  their  ignorance  ot  aftronomy.  When  the  pilgrims  arrive  on 
mount  Haraphat,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Mecca,  all  the  Moflems  celebrate  a  fe(liv:il, 
called  Arafa  or  Korban,  for  which  an  iramenfe  quantity  of  camels,  oxen,  and  flieep 
are  lulled.  Every  body  believed  that  this  feflival  was  to  begin  on  the  22d  of  June; 
and,  as  it  lafls  three  days,  during  which  no  provifions  are  brought  in  from  the  country, 
all  had  provided  fheep,  fugar,  and  flour  for  their  entertainment  during  that  time. 
Meanwhile,  a  courier  arrived  from  Sana,  with  information  that  the  new  moon  had  ap- 
peared a  day  fooner  than  flie  was  expefted,  and  that  the  fealt  mult  be  celebrated  on 
the  2  2d  of  June. 

On  the  day  appointed,  the  fignal  was  given,  by  firing  a  few  fhots  of  a  cannon.  The 
Dola,  with  a  numerous  company,  went  in  proceflion  to  a  fquare  without  the  city,  where 
upon  folemn  occafions,  prayers  were  uf"ual!y  ofl'ered  up  in  the  open  air.  Returning 
thence,  he  went  to  the  parade,  where  the  principal  inhabitants  of  the  city  were  engaged 
in  the  exercife  of  the  Dsjerid. 

The  Dola,  flriving  to  fltew  his  addrefs,  was  thrown  from  his  horfe.  However, 
all  returned  home,  made  good  cheer,  chewed  Kaad,  and  1  urned  fpices  in  their  houfes. 

In  order  to  make  the  moft  of  our  ftay  at  Taces,  I  wiflicd  to  make  fome  excurfions 
through  the  irtterior  country,  but  durfl  not  attempt  them,  on  account  of  the  prev.iiling 
difturbances.  I  was  at  laft  difpofed  to  content  myfelr  with  copying  an  iii!cj  pnon  in  the 
fortrefs ;  and  Mr.  Forfkal  refumed  his  intention  of  fending  ibr  a  Schiech  from  mount 
Sabber.  The  Dola  agreed  to  our  wifhes  ;  but  at  midnight,  he  fent  to  tell  us,  that  he 
had  received  a  letter  from  the  Dola  of  Iv/I>^kha,  requiring  us  to  rclura  immediately  to 
the  latter  city.  We  fufpefted  this  letter  to  be  a  pretence,  and  refufed  to  be  gone.  Early 
in  the  morning,  however,  camels  were  fent  to  carry  us  away,  but  we  fent  them  back. 
With  Turks  we  durft  not  have  done  fo  much. 

We  could  not  comprehend  what  were  the  Dola's  views,  unlefs,  perhaps,  he  might, 
like  theDola  of  Mokha,  intend  to  extort  fome  confiderable  prcfent  from  us.  Into  ♦hefe 
views  we  had  no  difpofition  to  enter,  and  therefore  fought  a  private  audience  of  hi'n,  in 
hopes  of  bringing  him  to  reafon.  Our  fervant  was  feveral  times  fent  back  under  diffe- 
rent pretexts.  At  laft,  Mr.  Forfkal  obtained  accefs  to  the  Dola,  and  begged  of  him  only 
to  permit  us  to  wait  till  we  fliould  receive  the  Imam's  anfwer,  without  meniionhig  our 
little  fchemes.  But  the  governor  cut  him  fhort,  (iiying  ;  Since  you  would  not  credit  my 
fei'vants,  I  myfelf  order  you  to  be  gone  to  Mokha  to-morrow.. 

7  Chap. 
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Chap.  XLI.  —  Departure  from  Taas  to  Sana. 

SEEING  no  means  to  elude  the  Dola's  orders,  we  had  already  packed  up  our  goods, 
when  a  favourable  change  fuddenly  took  place  upon  our  circumftances.  A  letter  was 
brought  us  by  exprefs  from  the  Dola  of  Mokha,  and  in  it  were  three  others  ;  one  to 
the  Imam,  another  to  his  Vizier,  and  a  third  to  the  Doia  of  Taoes.  He  informed  us, 
that  the  Imam  gave  us  permillion  to  go  to  Sana,  and  wifhed  us  to  carry  our  curiofities 
with  us.  He  acquainted  the  Dola  of  Taoes  with  their  mafter's  orders,  and  begged  him 
to  favour  our  departure  to  Sana.  Mr.  Forfi^al  went  inftantly  with  this  -letter  to  the 
governor,  but  could  not  obtain  accefs  to  him,  and  was  obliged  to  give  it  to  his  fervant. 

We  now  thought  our  affairs  in  a  good  train,  and  would  even  have  fet  out  without 
troubling  the  Dola  farther,  if  we  could  have  obtained  camels  without  his  interpofition 
on  our  behalf.  Thofe  who  hire  thefe  cattle  are  uruted  in  a  fort  of  corporation  ;  and 
travellers  are  obliged  to  apply  to  the  head  of  the  company,  who  has  recourfe  upon 
the  owners  of  the  camels,  and  makes  them  furnilh,  in  turn,  the  number  which  may  be 
wanted.  Unluckily  the  Dola  himfelfwasat  the  head  of  this  company,  and  was  obliged 
to  furnifh  camels  in  his  turn.  We  let  liim  know  that  we  were  about  to  depart.  He 
anfwered  that  camels  were  ready  to  convey  us  back  to  Mokha,  but  that  the  orders 
refpefting  our  journey  to  Sana  regarded  only  the  Dola  of  Mokha. 

in  the  perplexity  to  which  we  were  reduced  by  this  conduO:  of  the  Dola's,  we  knew 
not  what  to  do.  Several  inliances  of  the  equity  and  generofity  of  the  Cadi  were  in  the 
mean  time  related  to  us,  in  which  he  had  brought  the  Governor  to  reafon  in  cafes  fimilar 
to  ours.  We  made  our  complaints  therefore  to  that  judge,  and  fliewed  him  our  letters 
from  Mokha.  He  thought  the  Dola's  condud  very  unreafonable,  and  immediately 
wrote  to  him  to  beware  of  doing  any  thing  in  contradiftion  to  the  orders  of  the  Imam. 
The  Dola  replied,  that  he  did  not  liinder  our  journey  to  Sana,  but  afked  us  to  flay  one 
day,  till  he  (hould  write  his  letters  to  court  upon  the  occafion.  We  offered  to  ftay 
two  or  three  days.  Notwithftanding  this,  the  Dola's  fervants  came  next  morning, 
and  ordered  us  in  his  name,  to  depart  to  Mokha.  We  had  again  recourfe  to  the  Cadi; 
who  being  previoufly  informed  of  all  that  had  happened,  had  in  the  morning,  written 
to  the  Dola,  that  he  fhould  not  act  in  a  harfh  or  interefted  manner  with  us ;  for  we 
were  Grangers.  The  Bafkateb  told  us  in  the  evening,  that  the  Dola  was  forry  that  his 
fervants  had  come  to  us  with  a  meffage  in  his  name,  which  he  had  given  them  no  orders 
to  deliver.     But  upon  this  head  we  knew  fufficiently  what  to  think. 

The  Dola  of  Mokha's  fervant  could  not  now  be  of  farther  ufeto  us  ;  we  difmifTed 
him  therefore  with  a  handfome  reward.  But  as  we  Hill  wanted  a  guide  who  knew 
the  interior  parts  of  Yemen,  we  begged  the  Cadi  to  dired  us  to  fuch  a  one ;  and  he 
politely  fent  us  an  Arab,  who  afterwards  accompanied  us  to  Mokha,  and  with  whom 
we  were  perfedly  fatisfied.  The  Dola  (hewed  likcwife  a  difpofition  to  make  amends  by 
kindnefs  tor  the  trouble  he  had  given  us,  and  ordered  one  of  his  fervants  to  accompany 
us  on  our  journey.  This  man  had  the  addrefs  to  ftipulate  before  hand,  in  theprelence 
of  feveral  perfons  of  diftindion,  for  the  wages  which  we  were  to  pay  him. 

The  Cadi  unafked,  had  the  generofity  to  give  us  a  letter  of  recommendation  to  the 
Imam's  vizier,  in  which  he  told  him,  that  he  fhould  beware  of  believing  any  thing  that 
might  be  related  to  him,  to  the  difad vantage  of  thefe  Franks.  We  could  have  wifhed 
to  make  the  judge  a  prefent  of  a  watch  ;  his  probity  and  beneficence  having  infpired  us 
with  the  highefl  veneration  for  his  charader,  and  the  livelitfl  gratitude  for  his  favours. 
But  we  were  informed  that  he  would  accept  no  fuch  thing,  loft  he  might  appear  to  have 
interefted  views  in  taking  part  with  us. 

1  i  We 
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We  could  not  fee  the  Dola  before  our  departure.  He  avoided  receiving  our  vifit 
under  pretence  of  illnefs.  Our  friends  however  aflured  us,  that  he  was  fallen  ferioufly 
ill,  in  confequence  of  the  uneafmefs  which  our  obftinate  refinance  to  his  will  had  given 
him.  Our  firmnefs  was,  indeed,  faid  to  have  made  him  contemptible  in  the  eyes  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  city. 

His  conduft  had  occafioned  us  no  lefs  vexation.  I  even  blame  the  uncafincfs  with 
which  Mr.  Forfkal  was  at  that  time  agitated,  as  the  firft  occafioa  of  the  illnefs,  which, 
foon  after  hurried  my  friend  to  the  grave. 

JOUR'NEY   TO  SANA. 

Chap.XLII.  —  Route  from  Taas  to  Jer'nn. 

FROM  Taocs  we  fet  out  on  the  28th  of  June,  and  for  the  two  firft  days,  found  no- 
human  habitations  43n  our  way,  except  fome  paltry  coffee  huts,  a  few  villages,  and  a. 
fmall  town  ;  and  mofl  of  the  viilagcs  are  falling  into  ruins.  The  country  is  uncultivated, 
and  almoil  defolate  ;  which  feems  to  be  owing  to  the  late  wais  for  the  fuccefli6a,to  the? 
throne  of  Taoes. 

On  the  third  day  we  reached  Mharras,  which  I  had  formerly  travelled  over  in  on& 
of  my  previous  excurfions.     A  violent  ftorm  furprifed  us,  and  gave  us  an  opportunity 
of  remarking  how  the  torrents  rufhing  upon  fuch  occafions  from  the  hills,  produce  the- 
gullies,  one  of  which  we  paffed  on  an  arch  of  folid  flone. 

The  great  inns  which  are  fcattered  over  the  country  from  the  Tehama  thus  far,  are 
called  Mattrach.  Thefe  are  private  houfes,  the  mafters  of  which  furnifh  travellers  with 
their  meeds,  which  arc  commonly  very  indifferent.  Between  Mharras  and  Sana,  almoft 
ai  every  half  day's  journey,  ftands  a  large  Simfera  of  burnt  bricks.  Thefe  edifices, 
like  the  caravanferais  in  Turkey,  have  been  built  by  wealthy  perfonsfor  the  acccommo- 
dation  of  travellers,  and  afford  fafe  lodging,  but  no  other  fort  of  food  than  coffee,  rice, 
bread,  and  butter.     The  traveller  muft  bring  his  other  provifions  with  him. 

On  the  firft  of  July,  having  croffed  mount  Mharras  upon  a  paved  road,  we  entered 
a  more  fertile  country,  and  after  paffmg  feveral  villages  and  a  number  of  Madgils, 
arrived  at  Abb.  This  city  ftands  on  the  height  of  a  hill,  is  furrounded  by  a  ftrong 
wall,  and  contains  800  houfes,  moft  of  which  are  in  a  good  fafiiion  of  building.  Its 
ftreets  are  paved,  and  it  has  a  good  many  fmall  mofques.  Befide  one  of  thefe  is  a 
large  refervoir,  which  receives  water  by  an  aqueduft,  and  fupplies  all  the  houfes  in 
the  city. 

At  a  fmall  diftance,  between  Abb  and  Dsjobla  are  two  rivulets,  one  of  which  run- 
ning weftward,  is  increafed  into  the  river  Zebid  ;  and  the  other  running  fouthward  from 
Meidam,  a  river  which  difembogues  itfelf  into  the  fea  near  Aiden.  The  different  courfes 
of  thefe  rivers,  two  of  the  moft  confiderable  in  the  country,  and  the  circumftance  of 
their  taking  their  rife  here,  feem  to  indicate  this  as  the  moft  elevated  fpot  in  the  moun- 
tainous part  of  the  bnam's  dominions.  The  height  of  mount  Sumara,  which  we  paffed 
oil  the  day  following,  is  another  proof  of  this. 

We  travelled  down  mount  Abb,  along  good  paved  roads,  and  then  croffed  a  country 
of  a  varied  furface,  having  villages,  Madgils,  and  houfes  for  the  proteftion  of  travellers, 
fcattered  over  it.  No  remarkable  place  was  to  be  feen  except  the  city  of  Muchoder, 
{landing  on  a  hill,  and  the  feat  of  a  Dola. 

After  fpending  the  night  in  a  Simfera,  we  began  to  afcend  mount  Sumara,  a  hill 
much  higher  than  Mharras,  byways  which  had  been  rendered  acceffibleto  camels  by 

being 
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bemg  p.ived,  and  carried  in  a  winding  direftion  round  thofe  places,  which  were  too 
Itecp  for  direct  accefs.  Half  way  up  the  hill  is  the  village  of  Menfil^in  whicii  is  a 
fuperb  Simlera,  built  all  of  hewn  ftone.  We  obtained  a  convenient  apartment  upon 
tlie  roof,  of  which  Mr.  Forflial,  who  was  now  extremely  v.q^t,  flood  very  n^uch 
in  need. 

Here  we  remained  during  the  next  day,  and  would  gladly  have  ftaid  till  our  friend 
had  been  fomewhat  better  ;  but  our  camel  drivers  could  not  here  find  food  fitting  for 
their  cattle.  They  propofed  to  us  to  proceed  to  Jerim,  a  city  at  a  fmall  diflance, 
and  promifed  that  our  fick  friend  fhould  be  borne  by  men  over  the  rugged  roads  of 
mount  Sumara. 

We  were  perfuaded,  and  fet  forward  on  the  5th  of  July.  I  went  before,  to  enjoy 
the  frefh  air  ;  a  piece  of  inexcufable  imprudence  in  places  of  fo  keen  a  temperature.  I 
foon  felt  myfelf  affected  with  a  fevere  rheum,  vomitings,  and  excefTive  thirft,  which  I 
could  not  have  quenched  on  that  defart  mountain,  if  I  had  not  fortunately  met  with  a 
pcafant  who  permitted  me  to  drink  out  of  his  pitcher  of  water.  I  faw  nothing  in  this 
part  of  our  journey,  which  feemed  worthy  of  attention,  except  a  ruinous  caitlc,  the 
property  of  the  family  of  Halfan,  and  ftanding  on  the  very  peak  of  mount  Sumara.  In 
this  neighbourhood  are  two  tribes  of  wandering  Arabs,  who  are  now  fettled  in  villagesi 
There  are  no  more  Bedouins  in  the  Imam's  dominions. 

The  Arabs  could  not  be  perfuaded  to  carry  a  Chriflian  ;  and  Mr.  Forfkal  Avas  there- 
fore placed  in  his  bed  upon  a  camel.  Although  we  had  proceeded  flowly,  he  was  in  a 
deplorable  condition,  by  the  time  we  reached  Jerim.  We  now  found,  that  ahhough 
we  had  accuflomed  ourielves  to  live  like  the  inhabitants  of  the  country,  yet  there  were 
certain  conveniences,   which  in  cafe  of  illnefs,  we  could  not  well  want. 

Chap.  XLIH.  —  0/  the  City  of  Jerim. 

WE  lodged  in  a  public  inn.  But  the  crowd  of  fpeclators  w-hom  cuvlofity  brought 
together,  to  fee  the  Europeans,  becoming  extremely  ti'oublefome,  we  hired  a  more  quiet 
apartment  in  the  city,  where  we  might  live  undiflurbcd  till  our  fellow  traveller  fliould 
recover  his  health.  It  was  impoilible  to  find  perions  who  would  carry  our  fick  friend. 
Our  Mahometan  fervant  refufed  to  affift  us  in  removing  Mr.  Forfkal  from  the  one-houfe 
to  the  other  ;  antl  we  were  obliged  to  carry  him  ourfelves. 

Jerim  is  but  a  fmall  town,  yet  the  feat  of  a  Dola,  wlio  refides  in  a  caflle  fituate  on 
a  rock.  The  houfes  are  built  of  flone,  and  of  bricks  which  have  been  dried  in  the  fun. 
I  faw  nothing  farther  remarkable  about  this  town. 

At  two  miles  diftance  from  Jerim,  according  to  the  tradition  of  the  Arabs,  flood 
once  a  famous  city,  Dhatar,  very  little  of  the  ruins  of  which  now  remain.  The  fn-ft 
magidrate  of  Jerim,  however,  told  me,  that  a  large  flone  is  flill  to  be  feen  there,  with 
an  infcription,  which  neither  Jews  nor  Mahometans  can  explain.  This  was  probably 
the  fituation  of  the  city  of  J'aphar,  which  ancient  hillorians  mention  as  the  feat  of  the 
Hamjarincs.  If  any  Hamjarine  infcripticm  fhall  ever  be  difcovercd,  it  will  prob;.i  ly  be 
among  tliele  ruins.  The  Arabs  maintain  that  Dhafar  was  the  feat  of  Saad-el-Kammei, 
a  famous  hero,  king  of  all  Arabia,  who  lived  eighteen  hundred  vearsago. 

On  the  ealt  fide  of  mount  Sumara,  we  found  the  climate  very  d.tl"erent  from  what  it 
vasonthe  well  fide.  It  had  rained  al;noll  every  day  of  our  jouri:;y  fn  m  Taa-s  to- 
Meniil ;  and  the  earth  was  covered  with  a  charming  vertiure.  At  J'.rm,  on  the  con- 
trary, no  rain  had  hWow  for  three  montlis,  alth(ai;^ii  diflant  thunder  had  been  heard 
alraofl  every  day.     In  this  want  of  rain,  tiic  loculls  iiad  multiplied  prodijiiouily,  and  had. 
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eaten  up  almoft  all  the  produQions  of  the  earth.  The  inhabitants  of  Jerim  refolved  ta 
put  up  public  prayers  for  rain,  on  the  eijjhth  of  July ;  and  for  that  purpofc  repaired 
in  proceflion  to  a  place  without  the  city,  where  fuch  folemnities  were  ulually  performed. 
The  Company,  who  -yvalked  in  proceflion,  conlifted  of  a  number  of  clergymen  in  a  drefs 
expreflivc  of  humility.  Two  venerable  Schcichs  walked  at  their  head,  bearing  open 
calkets  full  of  books.  As  they  proceeded,  all  fang  and  repeated  Ihort  prayers.  Hardly 
Wiis  this  ceremony  over,  when  on  the  very  fame  evening,  a  llorm  arofe,  with  hail  and 
a  very  iieavy  rain.  The  rains  became  afterwards  more  frequent.  Between  the  tropics 
they  fall  at  regular  periods,  on  the  diiferent  fides  of  the  great  ranges  of  hills. 

In  all  the  markets,  locufts  were  fold  at  a  low  price ;  for  fo  prodigioufly  numerous 
•were  they  in  a  phiin  near  Jerim,  that  they  might  be  taken  by  handfuls.  We  faw  a  pea- 
fant  having  a  fack  full  of  them,  which  he  was  going  to  dry  and  lay  up  for  winter  pro- 
vifions.  Whenever  it  ceafed  rainii'g  for  an  hour  or  two  on  the  other  fide  of  mount 
Sumara,  legions  of  thefe  infefts  ufed  to  come  over  to  Jerim,  We  faw  the  peafants 
of  Menfil  purfuing  them,  in  order  to  preferve  their  fields  from  abfolute  defolation. 

In  the  ftreets  of  Jerim,  we  faw  a  bridegroom  proceeding  to  the  bath  in  ceremony. 
Two  boys  went  before,  dancing  to  the  mufic  of  a  timbrel ;  a  crowd  followed,  confifting 
of  jierfons  of  all  ages,  who  fhot  piftols  in  the  air  as  they  went  on  ;  the  bridegroom  with 
his  friends  clofed  the  proceffion.  At  night,  a  number  of  flambeaux  were  lighted  up, 
and  formed  a  pretty  enough  illumination. 

We  were  one  day  entertained  by  two  gladiators,  who,  for  a  few  pieces  of  fmall 
money,  exhibited  their  addrefs  in  the  ftreets.  They  wore  malks ;  the  lirfl;  I  had  feen 
in  the  eaft,  and  were  armed  with  a  buckler  and  a  poignard.  They  did  not  fight  to 
wound  one  another  ;  the  perfeftion  of  their  art  confifted  in  their  leaping,  and  in  feveral 
agile  turns  of  the  body. 

Being  ever  unwilling  to  mingle  with  crowds,  I  had  not  yet  feen  any  of  the  markets 
in  Arabia,  although  thefe  are  reforted  to  as  places  of  amufement  by  the  inhabitants  of 
the  country.  To  divert  mylelf  a  Httle,  I  went  to  the  market  at  Jerim.  A  great  many 
people  were  m.et  in  it,  who  were  chiefly  peafants  that  had  come  to  fell  their  different 
articles.  I  faw  no  fhops  furnifhed  with  goods  of  any  confiderable  value.  Many  tailors, 
fhoemakers,  blackfrniths,  and  other  ai'dfans,  fat  alc-ng  the  ftreets,  behind  low  walls,  and 
wrought  at  their  trades  in  the  open  air.  1  faw  alio  furgeons,  who  drew  blood  with  a 
common  knife,  and  then  dreffed  the  woimd  with  pieces  of  liartfhorn  cut  off  at  the  root 
of  the  horn. 

Chap.  XLIV.  —  Death  of  Mr.  Forjhal 

ON  the  firft  days  after  our  arrival  at  Jerim,  Mr.  Forfkal's  illnefs  feemed  to  decreafe. 
But  it  ibon  after  returned  with  fuch  violence  that  we  defpaired  of  his  recovery.  On 
the  evening  of  the  tenth  of  July,  he  funk  into  a  deep  lethargy,  in  which  ftate  he  con- 
tinued dll  his  death,  the  next  morning.  We  were  deeply  aSecVed  at  his  lofs.  In  con- 
ftquence  of  his  bot.mical  excurfions,  he  had  learned  more  than  any  of  us,  of  the  Arabic 
tongue,  and  its  diiferent  dialefts.  Fadgue,  or  the  want  of  conveniences,  never  dif- 
couraged  him  ;  he  could  accommodate  himfelf  to  the  manners  of  the  people  of  the 
country,  without  doing  which,  indeed,  no  one  can  hope  to  travel  with  advantage 
through  Arabia.  In  fhort,  he  feemed  formed  by  nature  for  fuch  an  expedition  as  that 
in  which  we  were  engaged. 

Ic  was  neceffary  for  us  to  notify  the  death  of  our  companion  to  government.  To 
this  end,  we  fent  tlie  Dola  of  Taoes's  fervant  to  the  Dola  and  the  Cadi  of  Jerim.    The 
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latter  politely  Jirefled  us  to  an  Arab,  who  could  fell  us  a  place,  where  we  might  inter 
our  deceufed  friend.  The  bargain  which  we  (truck  with  this  man  did  not  take  effect  ; 
for  the  place  being  near  a  canal  intended  for  the  watering  of  the  meadows,  the  pc'Tef- 
fors  of  thefe  had  threatened  our  Arab  with  an  adtion  at  law,  if  the  water  fhould  fail  on 
account  of  the  Chriftian's  body.  We  foon  after  obtained  a  different  place  for  the 
fame  price. 

The  Dola  then  cxprefTed  a  wifli  to  confer  with  fome  one  ox  our  number.  He  informed 
me,  that  in  quality  of  governor,  he  had  a  right  to  the  perfonal  efiecls  of  all  Jews  and 
Banians  who  died  wltliin  his  dominions.  I  anfwered,  that  the  deceafed  was  neither  a 
Jew  nor  a  Banian,  but  an  European  ;  and  that  the  Dola  of  Mokha  liad  laid  no  clami  ro 
the  effeds  of  one  of  my  companions,  who  died  in  that  city.  The  Dola's  fon  then  explained' 
to  me  his  fathe-'s  intentions,  who  expected  to  receive  at  leaff  a  confiderable  prefcnt.  I 
told  him  that  Europeans  were  accuitomed  to  pay  nothing  v/ithout  receiving  a  written 
ftatement  of  what  he  required,  we  fhould  then  fee  what  we  could  do.  After  this,  the 
Dola,  who  knew  that  we  were  going  to  Sana,  and  probably  feared  that  we  might  com- 
plain of  him  there,  left  us  at  peace. 

Our  greateft  dilFiculty  now  was  to  find  perfons  to  bear  the  body  to  the  grave  ;  and 
this,  even  although  we  promifed  to  pay  very  liberally  for  the  fervice.  At  Lift  we  pre- 
vailed with  fix  men  to  convey  it  to  the  burying  place  at  midnight.  They  performed  the 
taflt,  but  ran  and  hid  themfelves  in  the  belt  manner  they  could,  all  the  way  ;  fo  great 
is  the  averfion  of  thofe  people  to  touch  a  Chriffian. 

We  refolvcd  to  bury  our  deceafed  friend  in  a  coffin  ;  but  we  l;ad  done  better  to  have 
followed  the  Arabian  mode,  and  wrapped  him  fimply  in  a  fear  clcth.  The  coffm  made 
the  people  fufpcct  that  we  Europeans  buried  riches  with  the  bodies  of  rur  dead.  At 
Sana,  we  learned  that  Mr.  Forilial's  body  had  been  taken  up  by  ni;ht,  and  that  the 
grave  clothes  had  been  fnatched  away,  after  the  coffin  was  opened.  The  Dola  obliged 
the  Jews  to  bury  it  ag<un,  and  left  them  the  coffin  for  their  pains. 

Chap.  XLV.  —  Route  from  Jerim  to  Sana. 

AFTER  the  burial  of  our  friend,  we  had  nothing  to  detain  us  from  continuing  our 
journey.  On  the  1 3th  of  July,  we  left  Jerim,  and  ;ifter  proceeding  for  four  miles  along 
rugo;ed  roads,  ;.nd  through  a  barre.i  countrv,  arrived  on  the  lame  day  at  Damar. 
Through  this  trart  of  road,  the  people  who  fell  Kilcher  are  in  fo  wretched  a  condition, 
that  they  live  in  poor  huts,  and  lie  on  the  groimd. 

As  we  had  lived  fo  long  at  J,>rim,  the  inhabitants  of  Damar  had  previous  notice  of 
our  :'pproach.  Europeans  feldom  pafs  this  way  ;  and  the  people  of  this  place  being 
therefore  very  curious  to  fee  us,  came  out  and  met  us  half  a  league  from  the  city.  As 
we  drew  nearer,  the  crowd  became  more  numerous  ;  and  therefore,  to  avoid  being 
tcized  and  diltuibcd  by  them,  we  would  not  enter  an  inn,  but  hired  an  emjny  houfo. 
This  precaution  little  availed  us  ;  for  the  crowd  furrounded  us  in  fuch  a  manner,  that 
we  could  not_  enter  our  lodging.  Mr.  Cramer  being  mounted  on  his  mule,  forced  his 
way  ;  but  then  they  exclaimed  againft  the  iniblence  of  the  iuiidels,  ar.d  bt-gan  to  throw 
Itones  in  at  our  windows.  We  thought  of  alking  a  guard  from  the  D>t!a,  but  weie 
told  that  he  had  only  thirty  foldicrs  in  all,  and  w;is  afraid  of  the  mob  liiiuiell.  At  lalt, 
the  hrlt  magillratc  coming  ro  confult  our  phyfici;m,  advifed  us  to  lak^Mio  notice  cf  the 
petulance  of  the  Qudents,  who  threw  Itones  that  they  might  draw  us  to  die  windows. 
The  tumult  ibon  coaled,  and  the  mob  difp?rfed. 

The  city  of  Damar  Itands  hi  a  fcriile  pi.an'.     It  is  the  capital  of  a  province,  and  is 
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governed  by  a  Dola,  who  refidcs  in  a  large  caftle.  It  has  a  famous  univerfity,  m  viiich 
to  the  number  of  five  hundred  Iludents  are  commonly  employed  in  their  lludics.  It  ie 
without  walls  ;  its  buildings  are  good,  and  it  is  very  large,  contain  mg  no  fewer  thaa 
■five  tlioufand  houfcs.  'J'he  JeAvs  live  in  a  detached  village ;  but  the  Buuians  are  permitted 
-to  live  in  the  town  among  the  MuiTulmans. 

In  no  other  city  had  our  phyfician  i^etter  pra£l:ice.  As  he  was  unv  illing  to  go  out 
on  account  of  the  mob,  the  fick  were  brought  to  him  in  their  beds  ;  and -an  inhabitant 
of  this  town  accompanied  us  to  Sana,  purely  that  he  might  have  an  opportunity  of 
confulting  our  phyfician  by  the  way,  and  in  that  city. 

Near  Damar  is  a  mountain  containing  a  mine  of  native  fulphur.  In  another  hill, 
fomcwhat  farther  dillant,  thofe  fine  carnelians  arc  found,  which  are  fo  much  cfteemed 
in  Arabia. 

Our  European  fervant  falling  ill,  we  left  him  at  Damar,  to  follow  us  by  fliort  journies. 
At  his  arrival,  he  complained  that  nobody  would  give  him  lodging  by  the  way.  The 
Arabs  were  afraid  that  he  might  die  in  their  houfes,  and  that  they  might  be  obliged  to 
take  the  expence  and  pains  of  burying  him. 

On  the  fourteenth  of  July  we  crollcd  a  plain  encompafled  v.  ith  bare  and  arid  hills. 
Near  the  road  and  withhi  a  mile  of  Damar,  is  the  fmall  town  of  Mauahhel,  in  which 
the  Imam  dwelled  whom  the  Author  of  the  voyage  to  Arabia  Felix  faw  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  prefeut  century.  The  road  becomes  very  rugged  ;  and  the  country  appears 
marihy  and  ill  cultivated  towards  Suradge.  From  Suradge  to  Sana,  the  villages  arc 
all  furrounded  with  orchards  and  vineyards.  We  were  here  overtaken  by  a  ftorm  of 
hail,  accompanied  with  peals  of  thunder ;  but  no  Madgils  were  nigh,  to  flielter  the 
traveller. 

Next  day  we  had  flill  worfe  roads  to  travel ;  which  feemed  furprifing  fo  near  the 
capital.  We  faw  Hodafa,  which  Hands  on  a  fteep  infulated  rock,  and  in  which  is  faid 
to  be  a  curious  infcription,  upon  an  old  wall.  This  infcription  was  mentioned  to  me 
at  Taoes  ;  and  I  was  informed  by  a  Jew  at  Sana,  that  the  charaders  refemble  neither 
the  Arabic  nor  the  Hebrew.  I  fufpeft  them  to  be  Hamjarene,  and  am  forry  that  I  had 
it  not  in  my  power  to  examine  them. 

After  pafling  through  feveral  paltry  villages,  we  at  length  reached  Seijan,  a  village, 
W'hich,  together  with  Suradge,  belongs  to  the  princes  of  the  blood  ;  we  obferved  in  it 
a  good  many  ruinous  houfcs.  As  there  falls  not  enough  of  rain  here,  large  refervoirs 
have  been  formed  at  the  foot  of  the  hills,  and  from  thefe  the  water  is  diltributed  through 
the  country  at  a  confiderable  expence  and  trouble. 

Hoping  to  enter  Sana  on  the  i6th  of  July,  we  put  on  our  Turkilh  drefles  in  the 
morning  ;  their  appearance  being  fomewhat  better  than  that  of  the  Arabic  garb  we  had 
worn  in  the  courfe  of  our  journey.  Along  a  ftone  bridge,  we  paffed  a  fmall  river,  the 
water  of  which  is  not  far  below,  loft  among  the  fand  ;  and  we  halted  near  the  village  of 
Hadde,  where  the  Imam  has  an  orchard,  at  a  mile's  diftance  from  Sana. 

OUR    STAY    AT    SANA,    IN    THE    IMAm's    COURT. 

Chap.  XLVI.  —  Our  arrival  at  Sana. 

ON  the  morning  of  the  1 6th  of  July  we  had  fent  our  fervant  forward,  with  a  letter, 
addrelled  to  Fakih  Achmcd,  the  Imam's  vizier,  announcing  to  him  our  arrival.  But 
that  nobleman,  having  already  heard  of  our  near  approach,  had  fent  one  of  his  prin- 
cipal focretaries  to  meet  us,  and  bid  us  welcome.     This  deputy  informed  us,  that  we 
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had  been  long  expefted  at  the  court  of  Sana,  and  that  the  Imam  had  hired  an  elegant 
country  houfe  for  us,  in  the  fuburb  of  Bir  el  AiVab. 

We  lenrned  that  tlie  Vizier  had  likewife  a  villa  there.  "When  we  arrived  near  this 
place,  the  fecrctary  afkcd  us  to  alight.  We  fuppofed  upon  this,  that  we  v.ere  to  be 
immediately  introduced  to  the  Vizier ;  but  we  only  faw  our  fecretary  and  our  MufTul- 
man  fervants  proceed  on  their  afTes,  while  we  were  obliged  to  march  on  foot,  a  long 
way,  before  we  reached  our  lodging.  This  humiliating  ceremony  was  what  we  had 
not  expeded  to  be  fubjected  to  among  the  Arabs,  who  value  themfelves  upon  theif 
politenefs.  , 

In  our  villa  we  found  very  good  rooms,  but  thofe  perfeftly  naked  and  uifurniflied. 
We  were  here  as  ill  accommodated  as  we  had  been  in  Yemen,  and  more  fo  than  we 
could  have  been  in  a  caravanfcra,  where  we  would  at  lead  have  found  food.  Here  we 
were  obliged  to  fall  till  we  could  have  victuals  brought  from  the  city.  Befide  our 
houfe  was  an  orchard,  in  which  the  trees  appeared  to  have  grown  of  themfelves,  without 
receiving  any  culture. 

Next  morning  the  Imam  fent  us  a  prcfent,  confiding  of  five  fheep,  with  wood,  rice, 
lights,  and  fpices.  The  bearer  of  this  prefent  had  at  the  fame  time  orders  to  let  us 
know,  that  the  Imam  was  forry  that  he  could  not  fee  us  for  thefe  two  days  yet,  he  being 
at  prefent  employed  in  paying  off  his  mercenary  troops.  This  delay  we  would  have 
regarded  with  indifference,  had  we  not  been  at  the  fame  time  enjoined  to  keep  within 
doors,  till  we  fliould  obtain  our  firfl  audience  of  his  Highnefs.  We  could  have  wiflicd 
to  make  the  mod  of  our  ftay  here. 

They  had  however  forgotten  to  warn  us,  that  the  etiquette  of  this  court  likewife  pro- 
hibited flrimgers  from  receiving  vifits  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  country,  till  the)'  fhould 
fird  appear  there.  We  had  an  acquaintance  at  Sana,  a  Jew,  who  had  made  the  voyage 
from  Cairo  to  Loheia,  in  our  company.  The  Jew,  although  belonging  to  one  of  the 
richeft  and  mod  refpeftable  families  of  his  nation,  had  entered  into  our  fervice.  for  the 
courfe  of  that  voyage,  either  that  he  might  travel  in  the  greater  fecu!'ity,  or  to  fpare 
the  expence.  "  Accordingly,  he  no  fooner  heard  of  our  arrival,  than  he  came  to  pay  us 
a  vifit,  and  next  day  brought  one  of  the  greated  adrologers  in  his  nation  to  fee  us. 
While  thefe  men  were  in  our  company,  the  fecretary  of  Vizier  Fakih  Achmed  h;  p- 
pened  to  come  in.  The  two  Jews  rofe  before  him,  in  tedimony  of  refpecl:.  Bui.  the 
fecrctary,  angry  that  they  fliould  have  prefumed  to  violate  the  etiquette,  drove  them 
out  of  the  houfe,  and  ordered  our  fervants  to  admit  no  perfon  to  vifit  us,  till  we  fliould 
fird  have  waited  on  his  mader. 

Chap.  XLVII.  —  Our  audience  of  the  Imam. 

ON  the  19th  of  July,  the  fecretary  of  the  Vizier  Fakih  Aehmed,  came  to  condud 
us  to  an  audience  of  the  Imam,  in  his  palace  of  Budan  el  Metwokkcl.  We  had  expeded 
that  we  fliould  be  introduced  privately  to  an  audience  of  this  monarch,  or  at  lead  in 
prefence  only  of  a  few  of  his  principal  courtiers.  We  were  furprifed  therefore  to  fee 
every  thing  prepared  for  an  occafion  of  great  ceremony.  The  court  of  the  palace  was 
fo  full  of  horfes,  officers,  and  others,  that  we  flioukl  fcarcely  have  made  our  way 
through  the  crowd,  if  the  Nakib  Gheir  Alia,  who  had  been  a  flave,  but  was  now 
mader  of  the  horfe,  had  not  come,  with  a  great  daff  in  his  hand,  to  cpon  a  paflage 
for  us. 

Tile  hall  of  aodience  was  a  fpacious  fquare  chamber  having  an  arched  roof.  In  the 
middle  was  a  large  bafon,  with  iomejets  d'eau,  rifing  fourteen  feet  in  height.  Behind 
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the  bafoil,  and  near  the  throne,  were  two  large  benches,  each  a  foot  and  a  half  high  ; 
upon  the  throne  was  a  i'paoe  covered  with  filken  llufl',  on  wliich,  as  well  as  on  both 
fides  of  it,  lay  large  cufliions.  The  Imam  fat  between  the  cufliions,  with  his  legs  crollcd 
in  the  eaftern  falhion ;  his  gown  was  of  a  bright  green  colour,  and  had  large  fleeves. 
On  each  fide  of  his  breaft  was  a  rich  filleting  of  gold  lace,  and  on  his  head  he  wore  a 
great  wiiiie  turban.  His  fons  fat  on  his  right  hand,  and  his  brothers  on  the  left.  Oppolite 
to  them,  upon  the  highefl:  of  the  two  benches,  fat  the  Vizier  ;  and  our  place  was  on  the 
lower  bench.     On  the  two  fides  of  the  hall,  fat  many  of  the  piinc'pal  men  about  court. 

We  were  firft  led  up  to  the  Imam,  and  were  permitted  to  kifs  both  the  back  and  the 
palm  of  his  hand,  as  well  as  the  hem  of  his  robe.  It  is  an  extraordinary  favour,  when 
the  Mahometan  princes  permit  any  perfon  to  Idfs  the  palm  of  the  hand.  There  was  a 
folemn  filence  through  the  whole  hall.  As  each  of  us  touched  the  Imam's  hand,  a 
herald  flill  proclaimed  ;  "  God  preferve  the  Imam  !"  All  who  were  prefent  repeated 
thofe  words  aloud  after  him.  I  was  tliinking  at  the  time,  how  I  fliould  pay  my  com- 
pUments  in  Arabic,  and  was  not  a  little  diflurbed  by  this  noify  ceremony  ;  but  I  had 
afterwards  time  to  recolleft  myfelf. 

As  the  language  fpoken  at  the  court  of  Sana  differs  greatly  from  that  of  Tehama, 
the  only  dialei!:!:  of  the  Arabic  tongue  with  wliich  we  were  familiarly  acquainted,  or 
could  fpeak  tolerably,  we  had  brought  our  fervant  whom  we  had  hired  in  Mokha,  to 
be  our  interpreter.  The  Vizier  who  had  refided  long  in  Tehama,  did  the  fame  fervice 
for  the  Imam.  Our  converfation,  confequently,  could  not  be  either  very  long,  or  very 
interefting.  We  did  not  think  proper  to  mention  the  true  reafons  of  our  expedition 
through  Arabia  ;  but  told  the  Imam,  that  uifliing  to  travel  by  the  fliortcft  way  to  the 
Danifh  colonies  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  we  had  heard  fo  much  of  the  plenty  and  fecurity 
which  prevailed  through  the  dominions  of  the  Imam,  that  we  had  refolved  to  fee  them 
with  our  own  eyes,  that  we  might  defcribe  them  to  our  countrymen.  The  Imam 
told  us,  we  were  welcome  into  his  dominions,  and  might  flay  as  long  as  we  pleafed.  After 
repeating  the  ceremony  of  kiffing  the  Imam's  hands,  and  hearing  the  repeated  accla- 
mations of  the  fpectators,  we  now  retired  in  the  fame  order  in  which  we  had  come  in. 

The  Imam  fent  us,  after  our.return  home,  to  each  afmall  purfe,  containing  ninety- 
nine  Komaifis,  two  and  thirty  of  which  make  a  crown.  This  piece  of  civility  might 
perhaps  appear  no  compliment  to  a  traveller's  delicacy.  But,  when  it  is  confidered 
that  a  ftranger,  unacquainted  with  the  value  of  the  money  of  the  country,  obliged  to 
pay  every  day  for  his  provifions,  is  in  danger  of  being  impofed  upon  by  the  money 
changers,  this  care  of  providing  us  with  fmall  money  will  appear  to  have  been  fufSciently 
©bliging.  We  therefore  accepted  the  prefent,  although  we  had  refolved  not  to  be  in 
any  degree  chargeable  to  the  Arabs. 

Chap.  XLVIII.  —Vi/Ii  to  Vizier  Fakih  Acbmed. 

IN  Turkey  no  perfon  is  admitted  to  an  audience  of  the  Sultan,  till  after  he  has  vifited' 
the  Vizier.  The  cuftom  in  Yemen  is  direftly  contrary.  After  being  honoured  with 
an  audienc©  of  the  Imam  in  the  morning,  we  were  invited  to  wait  on  Fakih  Achmed' 
in  the  afternoon,  at  his  country  feat,  near  Bir  el  AfTab.  We  were  at  the  fame  time 
defired  to  bring  with  us  thofe  curiofities  which  we  had  fhewn  to  Emir  Farhan  at  Loheia, 
and  to  feveral  Arabs  of  didindion  in  other  cities.  Thofe  rarides  were  only  microfcopes, 
telefcopes,  profpeft  glaffes,  thermometers,  maps,  and  other  fuch  things.  I  did  not 
chufe  to  produce  my  mathematical  inflruments,  left  perhaps  fome  Scheich  might  per- 
fuade  the  Vizier  to  alk  them  for  his  ufe, 
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The  Vizier  received  us  with  great  politenels,  and  expreffed  himfelf  highly  pleafed 
with  what  we  fliewed  him.  He  put  various  queflions  to  us,  from  which  he  appeared 
to  poirds  confiderable  knowledge,  and  to  have  ftudied  the  fciences  with  a  degree  of 
care  far  from  common  among  his  countrymen,  liy  means  of  Turldih,  Perfian,  and 
Indian  merchants,  he  had  acquired  tolerably  correft  notions  of  geography.  The  Ara- 
bians imagine  that  Europe  lies  fouth  from  them,  becaufe  the  Franks  whom  they  fee, 
come  from  India.  But  the  Fakih  knew  very  well  the  fuuation  of  the  different  ftates 
of  Europe,  with  their  refpefiiive  powers  and  forces  both  by  fea  and  land.  Nor  could 
more  be  expected  from  an  Arabian  who  had  never  feen  a  map. 

In  the  narratives  of  many  voyages,  we  had  read,  that  in  the  Eafl  an  inferior  might 
not  approach  before  a  fuperior,  without  bringing  a  prefent  in  his  hand.  Befides,  we 
were  defirous  of  returning  the  marks  of  politenefs  which  had  been  (hewn  us,  and  of 
exprelling  our  gratitude  for  the  entertainment  we  had  received. 

For  thefe  reafons,  we  refolved  to  take  this  opportunity  of  offering  our  prefent  to  the 
Imam  and  the  Fakih  ;  fent  to  the  latter  fome  pieces  of  mechanifm,  fuch  as  watches, 
and  fome  other  inftruments  little  known  among  the  Arabs.  We  foon  after  learned, 
that  this  was  more  than  had  been  expefted  at  our  hands,  fince,  not  being  merchants, 
we  had  no  favour  to  a(k.  All  had,  however,  been  very  gracioufly  accepted.  The 
Turks  regard  the  prefents  of  the  Europeans  as  a  tribute  ;  but  at  the  court  of  Sana  they 
appear  to  be  confidered  in  a  different  light. 

The  Vizier's  country  houfe  was  not  large.  It  was  entirely  open,  upon  one  fide.  A 
number  of  fruit  trees  grew  in  the  garden.  In  the  midft  of  it  was  3.  Jet  d'l'au,  fimilar 
to  that  which  we  had  feen  in  the  Imam's  hall  of  audience.  The  water  was  put  in 
motion,  by  being  raifed  in  a  refervoir,  by  an  afs  and  a  man  who  led  him.  Thisyt't 
c/'eau  was  no  ornament  ;  but  it  cooled  the  air  ;  a  thing  very  agreeable  in  hot  countries. 
We  faw  others  of  the  fame  fort,  in  the  gardens  of  all  the  principal  inhabitants  of  Saaa. 

Chap,  XLIX.—  Of  the  city  of  Sam. 

THE  city  of  Sana  is  fituate  at  the  foot  of  mount  Nikkum,  on  which  are  dill  to  be 
feen  the  ruins  of  a  caflle,  which  the  Arabs  fuppofe  to  have  been  built  by  Shem.  Near 
this  mountain  Hands  the  caflle  ;  a  rivulet  rifes  upon  the  other  fide  ;  and  near  it,  is  the 
Bulhm  el  Metwokkel,  a  fpacious  garden,  which  was  laid  out  by  Imam  Metwokkel,  and 
has  been  embelliflied  with  a  fine  garden,  by  the  reigning  Imam.  The  walls  of  the  city, 
which  are  built  of  bricks,  exclude  this  garden,  which  is  cnclofed  within  a  wall  of  its 
own.  The  city  properly  fo  called,  is  not  very  cxtenfivc  j  one  may  walk  round  it  all  in 
an  hour. 

I  fliould  have  wiflicd  to  make  an  accurate  ground  plan  of  this  city.  But,  wherever 
I  went,  the  mob  crowded  upon  mc  fo,  that  a  furvey  was  abfolutely  impoffible.  The 
city  gates  are  feven.  Here  are  a  number  of  mofques,  fome  of  which  have  been  built 
by  Turkifh  Pachas.  Sana  has  the  ajipeanmce  of  being  more  populous  than  it  adually  is  ; 
fcr  gardens  occupy  a  part  of  the  fpace  within  the  walls.  In  Sana,  are  only  twelve  public 
baths;  but  many  noble  palaces,  three  of  the  moft  fplendid  of  which  have  been  built 
by  the  reigning  Imam.  The  palace  of  the  late  Imam  El  Manzor,  with  fome  others^ 
belong  to  the  I'oyal  family,  V\'ho  are  very  numerous. 

The  Arabian  palaces  are  built  in  a  flyle  of  architefture  different  from  ours.  The 
materials  arc,  however,  burnt  bricks,  and  fometimespvcn  hewn  Hones  ;  biit  the  houfes 
of  the  common  people  are  of  bricks  which  have  been  dried  in  the  fun,  I  faw  no  glafu 
windows,  except  in  one  palace,  near  die  citadel.     The  reft  of  tlic  houfes  have,  inftead 
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of  windows,  merely  fhutters,  which  are  opened  in  fair  weather,  and  fliut  when  it  is 
foul.  In  the  laft  cafe,  the  houfe  is  lighted  by  a  round  wicket,  fitted  with  a  piece  of 
Mufcovy  glafs  ;  fome  of  the  Arabians  ufc  fmall  panes  of  ftaincd  glafs  from  Venice. 

At  Sana,  and  in  the  other  cities  of  the  Eafl:,  are  great  Simferas  or  caravanferas  for 
merchants  and  travellers.  Each  different  commodity  is  fold  in  a  feparate  market.  In 
the  market  for  bread,  none  but  women  are  to  be  feen ;  and  their  little  fliops  are  por- 
table. The  feveral  clafles  of  mechanics  work  in  the  fame  manner,  in  particular  quar- 
ters in  the  open  ftreet.  'Writers  go  about  with  their  deiks,  and  make  out  briefs,  copy- 
books, and  initrufu  fcholars  in  the  art  of  writing,  all  at  the  fame  lime.  There  is  one 
market,  where  old  clothes  are  taken  in  exchange  for  new. 

Wood  for  the  carpenter's  purpofes  is  in  general  extremely  dear  thj'ough  all  Yemen  ; 
and  wood  for  the  fire  at  Sana  is  no  lefs  fo.  All  the  hills  near  the  city  are  bleak  and 
bare,  and  wood  is  therefore  to  be  brought  hither  from  the  diftance  of  three  days  jour- 
ney ;  and  a  camel's  burthen  commonly  cofts  two  crowns.  This  fcarcity  of  wood  is 
particularly  fupplied  by  the  ufe  of  a  little  pit  coal.  I  have  feen  peats  burnt  here,  but 
thefe  fo  bad,  that  ftraw  muft  be  intermixed  to  make  them  burn. 

Fruits  are,  however,  very  plenteous  at  Sana.  Here  are  more  than  twenty  different 
fpecies  of  grapes,  which,  as  they  do  not  all  ripen  at  the  fame  time,  condnue  to  afford 
a  delicious  i-efreflmient  for  feveral  months.  The  Arabs  likewife  preferve  grapes,  by 
hanging  them  up  in  their  cellars,  and  eat  them  almoll  through  the  whole  year.  The 
Jews  make  a  little  wine,  and  might  make  more,  if  the  Arabs  were  not  fuch  enemies 
to  flrong  liquors.  A  Jew  convided  of  conveying  wine  into  an  Arab's  houfe  is  feverely 
punifhed  ;  nay,  the  Jews  muft  even  ufe  great  caution,  in  buying  and  felling  it  among 
themfelves.  Great  quanddes  of  grapes  are  dried  here  ;  and  the  exportation  of  raifins 
from  Sana  is  confiderable.  One  fort  of  thefe  grapes  are  without  flones,  and  contains 
only  a  foft  grain,  the  prefence  of  which  is  not  perceptible  in  eating  the  raifin. 

In  the  caiUc,  which  ftands  on  a  hill,  are  two  palaces.  I  faw  about  it  fome  ruins  of 
old  buildings,  but,  notwithilanding  the  antiquity  of  the  place,  no  remarkable  infcrip- 
tions.  There  is  the  mint,  and  a  range  of  priibns  for  perfons  of  different  ranks.  The 
reigning  Imam  refides  in  the  city  ;  but  feveral  princes  of  the  blood  royal  live  in  the 
caftle.  I  was  conducted  to  a  battery,  as  the  moll  elevated  place  about  thefe  buildings  ; 
and  there  I  met  with  what  I  had  no  expectadon  of,  a  German  mortar,  with  this  infcrip- 
tion,  Jorg  Selos  Gofmick,  15 13.  I  faw  alfo,  upon  the  fame  battery,  feven  iron  can- 
nons, partly  buried  in  the  fand,  and  partly  fet  upon  broken  carriages.  Thefe  feven 
fmall  cannons,  with  fix  others,  near  the  gates,  which  are  fired  to  announce  the  return 
of  the  different  feftivals,  are  all  the  artillery  of  the  capital  of  Yemen. 

Chap.  L.  —  Of  the  Country  around  Sana. 

THE  fuburb  of  Bir  el  Afiab  is  nearly  adjoining  to  the  city  upon  the  eaft  fide. .  The 
houfes  of  this  village  are  fcattered  through  the  gardens,  along  the  bank  of  a  fmall 
nver.  Two  leagues  northward  from  Sana  is  a  plain,  named  Rodda,  which  is  over- 
fpread  with  gardens,  and  watered  by  a  number  of  rivulets.  This  place  bears  a  great 
refemblance  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Damafcus.  But  Sana,  which  fome  ancient 
authors  compare  to  Damafcus,  ftands  on  a  rifing  ground,  with  nothing  like  florid  vege- 
tation about  It.  After  long  rains,  indeed,  a  fmall  rivulet  runs  through  the  city  ;  but 
all  the  ground  is  dry,  through  the  reft  of  the  year.  However,  by  aqueducts  from 
mount  Nikkum,  the  town  and  caftle  of  Sana  are,  at  all  times,  fupplied  with  abundance 
•of  excellent  firelh  water. 
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Jews  are  not  permitted  to  live  in  the  city  of  Sana.  They  live  by  themfelves  in  ^ 
village,  named  Kaa  el  Ihud,  fituate  near  Bir  el  Afiab,  Their  number  amounts  to  two 
thoufand.  But,  in  Yemen,  they  are  treated  even  more  contemptuoufly  than  in  Turl^ey. 
Yet,  the  bed  artifans  in  Arabia  are  Jews  ;  efpecially  potters  and  goldfmiths,  who  come 
to  the  city,  to  work  in  their  little  fhops  by  day,  and  in  the  evening  retire  to  their 
village. 

Thofe  Jews  carry  on  a  confiderable  trade.  One  of  the  mofl:  eminent  merchants 
among  them,  named  Orceki,  gained  the  favour  of  two  fucceffive  Imam's,  and  was  for 
thirteen  years,  in  the  reign  of  El  Manfor,  and  for  fifteen  yeai's  under  the  prefent  Imam, 
comptroller  of  the  cuftoms  and  of  the  royal  buildings  and  gardens  ;  one  of  the  moll 
honourable  offices  at  the  court  of  Sana.  Two  years  before  our  arrival  here,  he  had 
fallen  into  difgrace,  and  was  not  only  imprifoned,  but  obliged  to  pay  a  fine  of  50,000 
crowns.  Fifteen  days  before  we  arrived  at  Sana,  the  Imam  had  let  him  at  liberty.  He 
was  a  venerable  old  man,  of  great  knowledge  ;  and  although  he  had  received  the  Imam's 
perniiirion,  had  never  chofen  to  affume  any  other  drels  than  that  commonly  worn 
among  his  countrymen.  The  young.  Jew,  who  had  been  our  fervant,  was  one  of  his 
relations,  and  had  mentioned  us  fo  favourably  to  him,  that  he  conceived  a  defire  to 
fee  us.  But  we  durft  not  hold  frequent  intercourfe  with  a  man  fo  newly  releafed  out 
of  prifon. 

rhe  difgrace  of  Orceki  had  drawn  a  degree  of  perfecution  upon  the  refc  of  the  Jews. 
At  that  period,  the  government  ordered  fourteen  fynagogues,  v%hich  the  Jews  had  at 
Sana,  to  be  demolilhed.  In  their  village  are  as  handfome  houfes  as  the  befl:  in  Sana. 
Of  thofe  houfes  likewife  all  above  the  height  of  fourteen  fathoms  was  demolifiied,  and 
the  Jews  were  forbidden  to  raife  any  of  their  buildings  above  this  height  in  future.  All 
th.e  (lone  pitchers  in  which  the  inhabitants  of  the  village  had  ufed  to  keep  their  wines 
were  broken.     In  fhort,  the  poor  Jews  fiiffered  mortifications  of  all  forts. 

The  Banians,  in  Sana,  are  reckoned  to  be  about  125.  They  pay  300  cro%vns- a 
month  for  permiflion  to  live  in  the  city  :  Whereas  the  populous  village  of  Kaa  el  Ihud 
pays  only  1 25  crowns  a  month.  The  heirs  of  a  deceafed  Banian  are  obliged  to  pay 
from  40  to  50  crowns.  And,  if  the  defunct  leaves  no  near  relations  in  Yemen,  his 
whole  property  devolves  to  the  Imam.  The  Banians  told  us,  that  two  men  of  their 
nation  had  been  dragged  to  prifon  two  months  before,  and  before  they  could  obtain 
their  liberty,  were  forced  to  yield  up  1500  crowns  of  an  inheritance  which  had.  fallen 
to  them  in  India,  and  of  which  they  had  touched  no  part  in  Arabia. 

Chap.  LI.  —  The  Pomp  of  the  hnani's  Return  from  the  Mofque. 

IT  is  well  known,  that  the  Turkifh  Sultan  goes  every  Friday  to  the  mofqiie.     The- 
Imam  obferves  the  fame  pious  cullom  with  the  fame  exaiSlnefs,  and  goes   and  comes- 
upon  the  occafion  in  a  very  pompous  manner.     We  Hwy  him  only  returning  from  the 
mofque,  when  his  train  is  laid  to  be  fwelled  by  all  thofe  who  have  performed  their  devo- 
tions at  other  mofques.     The  better  to  difplay  his  magnificence,  he  makes  a  long  cir- 
cuitous progrcls  at  his  return. 

The  Imam,  upon  the  occafion  when  we  faw  him,  came  out  of  the  principal  mofque, 
and  pafied  out  by  one  gate  of  the  city,  that  he  might  come  in  by  another,  with  fome 
hundreds  of  foldiers,  marching  in  proceflion  before  him. — Over  him,  and  the  princes 
of  his  numerous  family,  Medallas,  or  large  parafols  were  borne  ;  a  diilinrtion  peculias-ly 
appropriated  to  the  ibvereign  and  the  princes  of  the  blood  royal.  Wc  were  told,  that 
in  other  p;u  ts  of  Yemen,  ail  the  independent  nob.lity,  fuch  as  the  Shcrrifl'c  of  Abu 

Aril'ch,, 
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Arifch,  the  Schiechs  of  Jafa,  and  of  HafcliiJ-u-Bekil,  conllautly  difplay  this  mark  of 
their  independence. 

Befide  the  princes  of  the  blood,  there  were  in  this  proceflion  at  leafl  fix  hundred 
noblemen,  ecclefiaftics  and  officers,  civil  and  military,  all  fuperbly  mounted  upon 
liorfcs  ;  and  a  vail:  crowd  of  people  followed  on  foot.  On  each  fide  of  the  Imam  was 
borne  a  (landard,  having  upon  it  a  fmall  filver  box  tilled  with  amulets,  whofc  cflicacy 
'was  imagined  to  render  him  invincible.  This  proceflion  was,  in  fhort,  magnificent, 
■but  diforderly.  The  riders  paced  or  galloped,  at  pleafure,  and  all  M'ent  on  in  con- 
fufion. 

Near  a  gate  were  ftationed  fome  pairs  of  camels  bearing  carriages,  in  which  fome 
of  the  Iniani's  wives  often  ride  upon  fuch  occafions  :  but  the  carriages  were  at  this 
time  empty,  and  fcrved  only  to  fill  up  the  procelFion.  Behind  the  camels,  which" bore 
thefe,  were  twelve  others,  bearing  nothing  but  fome  fmall  flags,  fixed,  by  way  of  orna- 
ment, to  their  faddles. 

The  foldiers  fired  a  few  rounds  without  the  gate,  but  not  lefs  awkwardly  than  in 
the  other  cities  of  Yemen.  In  their  evolutions  before  the  palace,  they  fhewed  no 
greater  dexterity  than  the  provincial  troops  wliich  we  had  feen  perform  their  exercifes 
under  the  DolaS.     The  city  gates  were  fliut  during  divine  fervice. 

Chap.  LII.  —  Our  Audie7ice  of  taking  Leave. 

THE  favourable  reception  we  had  met  with  at  Sana,  which  was  above  our  expec- 
tations, might  have  tempted  us  to  flay  longer.  Many  of  the  principal  men  about 
the  Imam's  court  urged  us  to  fpend  another  year  in  Yemen.  But  we  had  lofl:  two 
of  our  companions,  who  could  have  availed  themfelves  more  than  we  of  a  continued 
flay  in  Arabia.  Some  inflances,  too,  of  the  Imam's  avarice,  which  had  come  to  our 
knowledge,  added  to  what  we  had  experienced  in  thofe  cafes  in  which  we  had  been 
embroiled  with  the  Dolas,  imprefi'ed  us  with  a  degree  of  diflrufl,  and  made  us  fear 
that  our  prefent  good  treatment  might  end  in  a  very  diflerent  manner.  We  had> 
befides,  found  the  climate  hurtful  to  our  conftitutions,  and  our  health  was  much  injured 
by  the  changing  temperature  of  the  atmofphere.  We  therefore  began  to  think  feri* 
oufly  of  failing  for  India  with  the  Englifli,  that  we  might  fave  our  lives  and  papers. 

We  had  permiffion  to  leave  Sana  whenever  we  fliould  think  proper  ;  but  it  was 
required  that  we  fliould  take  a  formal  leave  of  the  Imam,  and  fliew  him  the  curiofities 
Avhich  the  Vizier  had  feen  ;  a  circumflance  which  obliged  us  to  defer  our  journey  for 
fome  days. 

We  were  fcnt  for  to  Court  on  the  23d  of  July,  and  conducted  into  the  fame  hall  in 
Vrhich  the  Imam  had  received  us  at  our  former  audience.  Upon  this  fecond  occafion, 
every  thing  palled  very  quietly.  The  Imam  fat  on  the  lowefl  bench  befide  the  throne* 
upon  a  chair  wrought  of  reeds.  We  kiffed  the  hem  of  his  robe,  and  both  fides  of 
his  hand.  Nobody  was  prefent  but  the  Vizier,  the  fecretary,  by  whom  we  had  been 
conducted  into  the  prefence,  and  fix  or  feven  flaves  or  fervants.  None  of  our  fervants 
were  permitted  to  accompany  us ;  as  the  Vizier  thought  us  qualified  to  exprefs  our- 
felves  in  the  language  of  the  country.  All  that  we  fliewed  the  Imam  feemed  to  pleafe 
him  highly ;  and  both  he  and  his  minifter  put  many  queftions  to  us  concerning  the 
manners,  trade,  and  learning  of  the  Europeans.  A  fmall  chefl  of  medicines,  which 
the  Imam  had  received  from  an  Englifiiman,  was  then  brought  in.  Mr.  Cramer  was 
afked  to  explain  the  virtues  of  thofe  drugs  ;  and  the  Imam  caufed  what  he  faid,  concern- 
ing their  nature,  to  be  taken  down  in  writing, 

I  had 
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I  had  been  indifpofed  when  I  came  out  to  \vuit  on  the  Imam  ;  and,  in  confequence 
of  Handing  fo  long,  I  felt  myfelf  fo  weak  that  I  was  obliged  to  afk  permiffion  to  retire. 
Before  the  door  I  found  fome  of  the  firft  officers  in  ihe  court,  fitting  on  piles,  of  Hones 
along  the  wall. 

The  Great  Chamberlain,  Gheir  Allah,  with  whom  I  had  often  had  occafion  to  fpeak, 
immediately  made  me  an  offer  of  his  feat,  and  gathered  ilones  to  make  himfelf  another. 
In  this  company  I  was  again  addrefled  with  a  number  of  queRions  concerning  the 
manners  and  cuftoms  of  Europe.  Thofe  Arabs  flrongly  difapproved  of  our  praftice 
of  drinking  fpirituous  liquors.  But  when  I  allured  them  that  the  Chriftians  were  for- 
bidden to  indulge  in  drunkennefs,  and  that  no  fenfible  European  drank  more  wne- 
than  was  good  for  his  health,  they  allowed  the  cuftom  to  be  rational.  They  even 
acknowledged  that  it  was  abfurd  to  abftain  entirely  from  the  ufe  of  a  liquor  of  wliich 
they  had  fuch  abimdance,  and  which,  on  many  occafions,  might  prove  falutary  as  a 
remedy. 

I  returned  into  the  hall ;  and,  rjtcr  Mr.  Cramer  had  finifhed  his  account  of  the 
drugs,  and"  we  had  anfwered  various  other  quellions,  we  took  our  leave  with  the 
fame  ceremonies  which  we  had  cblerved  at  entering.  In  the  afternoon  we  went  to 
take  leave  of  Vizier  Fakih  Achmed,  and  fome  other  perfons  of  diflinftion. 

Cha?.  LIII.  —  Our  Departiire.froin  Sana. 

WE  had,  indeed,  good  roafons  to  induce  us  to  return  to  Mokha,  by  the  fame  way 
by  which  wc  had  come.  It  is  better  frequented;  and  upon  it  1  fliould  have  had  an 
opportunity  of  copying  the  infcriptions  of  v\'hich  the  Arabs  had  fpokcn  to  me:  But 
I  had  been  fo  often  deceived  already  by  Itories  of  pretended  antiquities,  that  to  the 
uncertain  hopes  which  thofe  infcriptions  held  out  to  me,  I  preferred  the  certain  advan- 
tage of  furveying  imother  part  of  Yemen,  and  of  leeing  the  Tehama  in  the  rainy  feafon. 
We  acquainted  the  Viiiier,  therefore,  that  we  wiflied  to  travel  by  Mofhak  to  Beit  el 
Fa':ih.  He  not  only  approved  of  our  intention,  but  told  us,  that  the  Imam  would- 
fupply  us  with  camels  and  aifes  for  our  journey. 

On  the  25th  of  July,  the  Imam  fent  each  of  us  a  complete  fuit  of  clothes,  with  a 
letter  to  the  Dola  of  Mokha,  to  pay  us  two  hundred  crowns,  as  a  farewell  prefent.  We 
were  at  firfl  afraid  that  this  prince  might  fuppofe  us  to  have  come,  like  the  Turks,  to 
draw  money  from  him,  or  that  we  had  made  our  prefents  with  intereRed  views.  But, 
after  reflefting  that  we  had  been  obliged  to  ranibm  ourfelvcs,  in  a  manner,  at  Mokha, 
we  refolved  to  accept  that  letter  of  credit.  When  we  alterv/ards  prefcnted  it  to  the 
Dola  he  fent  us  to  receive  the  money  from  his  Saraf,  or  banker,  who  paid  us  by  inflal- 
ments,  but  never  without  an  air  of  diltatisfacVion. 

We  c^uld  hardly  think  the  Vizier  ferious  in  his  offer,  when  he  told  us  tliat  the 
Imam  would  furnilh  us  with  beafts  of  burthen.  We  were  even  afraid  that  this  might 
be  an  arrangement  to  delay  our  journey,  and  would  rather  have  hired  camels  at  our 
own  cxpence.  We  thereupon  came  to  an  explanation  with  the  fecretary,  whofe 
anfwers  led  us  to  fufpect  an  intereflcd  undcrflanding  between  him,  and  the  Arabian 
camel-hirer,  or  pofl-mafler. 

We  therefore  ventured  to  addrcfs  the  Vizier  again.  He  fhewed  furprife  at  our 
perplexity  ;  becaufe  he  had  delivered  to  the  fecretary  a  written  order,  figned,  by  the 
Imam's  own  hand,  in  which  he  was  direftcd  to  furnifli  us  with  ciunels  and  affes  for 
our  whole  journey,  and  with  a  fhcep  for  our  provilions.  The  fecretary,  on  account 
of  our  impatience  to  depart,  had  not  had  time  to  bargain  fur  a  ihare  of  the  profits 

with- 


72  TRAVELS    IN    ARABIA,    BY    CARSTEN    NIEBUHR. 

with  the  camel- drivers,  and  was  obr,:;ed  to  deliver  up  the  v.ritten  order,  with  fome 
pieces  of  ftulF  which  the  Imam  had  lent  us  for  clothes  to  our  fervanls.  He  gave  us 
alfo  notice,  that  fome  other  preferils  were  intended  us,  which  c(  add  not  be  rendy  till 
after  a  certain  number  of  hours.  We  fct  out  without  them,  and  the  fecrelary,  probably, 
kept  them  to  himfelf. 

The  drefs  wluch  1  received  frpm  the  Imam  was  exactly  like  that  worn  by  the 
Arabs  of  dillinclion  through  Yemen.  They  wear  the  fliirt  over  wide  drawers  of  cotton- 
cloth.  The  Jambeay  a  fort  of  crooked  cutlafs,  hangs  by  a  broad  girdle ;  and  a  vefl 
with  ftrait  fleeves  is  covered  by  a  flowing  gown.  I'hc  Arabs  are  (lr;uigers  to  the  ufe 
of  fcockings.    The  only  thing  they  wear  o!i  their  feet  is  a  fort  of  half-boots,  or  flippers. 

The  Turks  appear  to  abufe  the  generous  hofpiiality  with  which  the  Imam  treats 
ftrangers  travelling  through  his  dominions.  Poor  pilgrims  of  that  nation  often  come 
from  Jidda,  are  entertained  for  months  at  Sana,  and  then  aflv  money  to  defray  the 
expences  of  their  journey  home.  The  Imam  even  orders  a  fum  of  money  to  be  paid 
them  in  fome  of  his  fea-port  towns,  that  they  may  return  no  more  to  be  farther 
chargeable  to  fo  hofpitable  a  people. 

Within  a  fhort  time  after  our  arrival,  a  Turk,  who  had  attended  his  mafter,  an 
Egyptian  nobleman,  to  Mecca,  came  by  the  way  of  Jidda  and  Hodeida  to  S;\na,  in  hopes 
of  obtaining  inftantly  one  of  the  firfl  pofl:s  In  the  Imam's  army:  for  the  Turks  have  fo 
high  an  idea  of  their  military  .ents,  that  they  fuppofe  it  >vould  be  too  great  a  happi- 
nefs  to  the  Arabs  to  be  able  ro  engage  a  Turkilh  officer  in  their  fervice.  But  the 
Imam,  after  entertaining  this  man  fome  time  at  Sana,  fent  him  to  Hodeida,  and  ordered 
him  a  fum  of  money  fufficient  to  carry  him  to  Bafra.  On  my  return  from  India,  I 
met  with  this  fame  Turk,  who  had  performed  the  voyage  in  a  veffel  belonging  to 
Mafl-^at,  and  had  found  it  tiot  more  dangerous  than  the  paffage  between  Jidda  and 
Hodeida, 
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Chap.  LIV.  — Route  from  Sana  to  Belt  el  Fakih. 

ON  the  sCth  of  July,  the  day  of  our  departure  from  Sana,  w_^  made  a  fhort  flage 
along  a  bad  road  among  bare  hills,  with  few  villages  interfperfeJ  over  t'.em.  Next 
day  the  road  was  ftill  \Yorfe,  lying  over  rocky  mountains.  This  was  the  moft  rugged 
road  I  faw  in  all  Yemen.  The  hills  were  bleak  and  wild,  and  the  deep  vallies  among 
them  contained  only  a  few  wretched  hamlets. 

On  the  aSlh  of  July,  we  proceeded  down  fleep  declivities.  But  the  hills  began  now 
to  difplay  a  fmall  fhare  of  verdure  :  And  we  here  met  with  feveral  camels,  loaded  with 
very  bad  wood,  for  Sana.  The  towns  were  poor  and  thinly  fcattered.  In  the  evening, 
we  were  attacked  by  legions  of  locufts :  but  thefe  were  foon  driven  away  by  a  violent 
ftorm  of  wind,  accompanied  by  heavy  rain. 

We  travelled  this  day  onward  to  Mofhak,  a  fmall  town  fituate  on  the  fummit  of  a 
precipitous  liill.  The  houfes  in  which  travellers  lodge  ftand  at  the  foot  of  the  hill. 
We  prefented  the  Imam's  written  order  to  the  Dola  of  this  city,  who  accordingly  fur- 
-niflied  us  with  came's,  provender,  a  gdod  meal  for  our  fervants,  a  fheep  for  our  own 
fupi^er,  and  rven  paid  for  our  lodging.  The  revenue  of  Iviofliak,  and  the  territory  an- 
nexed to  ii,  is  enjoyed  by  one  of  the  Imam's  fons. 

Our  next  dcy'SjO.rney  was  upon  a  ftill  more  difagreeable  road.  Nothing  can  be 
worfe,  indeed,  iLaa  the  roaas  between  Mofhak  and'Sehan.     Upon  the  hill  we  found 
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fix  large  refervoirs,  in  which  rain  water  is  collected.  It  becomes  putrid,  after  (landing 
for  fome  time,  and  is  then  very  difagreeable.  In  this  country  the  Arabs  believe  they 
have  moft  to  fear  from  the  worm  in  the  nerves.  If  it  be  fo,  the  caufe  mull  lie  hi  their 
drinking  that  putrid  water. 

Leaving  Sehan  on  the  30th  of  July,  we  continued  our  journey  upon  fomev/hat  better 
roads  which  winded  round  the  hills.  Upon  Harras,  one  of  thofe  hills,  we  came  to  a 
defile  fo  narrow  that  a  fingle  camel  could  hardly  pafs.  On  either  fide  are  deep  rocks ; 
and  rain,  which  had  fallen  on  the  preceding  day,  had  broken  a  gap  eight  feet  deep, 
precifely  in  the  narrowefl  part  of  this  road,  and  made  it  abfolutely  impaffable.  There' 
was  no  other  paflage  j  and  all  our  Arabs  were  of  opinion,  that  we  ihoiild  return  Itraight 
to  Sana,  and  take  the  road  by  Taces :  but  we  were  unwilling  to  turn  fo  far  about,  and 
therefore  refolved  to  fill  up  the  gap  with  Hones.  Our  Arabs  laughed  to  hear  us  pro- 
pofe  an  undertaking  which  diey  fuppofed  would  give  us  work  for  feveral  days.  But 
we  began  to  gather  Hones,  and  by  promifes  prevailed  with  them  to  aflifl  us.  Three 
hours  of  hard  work  completed  our  caufeway,  and  we  paffed  fafe  over.  The  Arabs 
maintained,  that,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  the  firll  Dola  of  Yemen  would  rather  have  returned  to 
Sana,  than  have  undertaken  what  we  had  accompliflied.  This  gave  no  favourable  im- 
preflion  of  the  fpirit  or  induilry  of  the  nation. 

On  our  way,  we  met  with  a  wandering  family,  the  firfl  of  this  character  that  I  faw 
in  Yemen.  They  had  no  tents,  but  lived  under  trees  with  their  affes,  (heep,  dogs,  and 
fowls.  I  forgot  to  afk  the  name  of  this  horde.  But  their  mode  of  life  is  perfectly 
like  that  ot  our  European  gypfies.  They  are  confined  to  no  place,  but  go  about  the 
villages  begging  and  lleaUng  ;  and  the  poor  peafants  often  give  them  fomething  volun- 
tarily, to  remove  them  from  their  neighbourhood.  A  young  girl  of  this  company  came 
to  aik  alms  from  us :  Her  face  was  uncovered. 

At  a  fmall  diilance  from  the  d;mgerous  pafs  above  mentioned,  we  faw  the  firft 
plantation  of  coflee  trees.  We  had  fecn  none  of  thcfe  fince  our  excurfions  in  the 
juonth  of  May ;  but  this  produftion  does  not  appear  to  enrich  thofe  by  whom  it  is 
here  cultivated.  The  villages  in  the  coflee-country  are  declining  into  a  flate  of  wretched 
poverty  :  the  houfes  confifl  of  dry  walls,  covered  with  reeds,  and  refemble  thofe  of  the 
hills  about  Beit  el  Fakih  and  Dsjobla.  The  river  Sehan  was  fo  fvvolnthat  we  had  diffi- 
culty of  pafling  it  with  our  alTes. 

We  fpent  the  night  at  Samfur,  a  poor  village,  where  I  lofl  my  compafs.  In  the 
morning,  we  found  ourfelves  obliged  to  pafs  more  than  a  dozen  of  times  in  the  fpace  of 
a  mile,  over  the  river  Sehan,  which  runs  with  a  meandering  courfe,  among  rocks,  and 
with  a  very  rapid  current.  This  country  being  very  poor,  the  roads  are  not  exceedingly 
fate,  and  we  were  therefore  obliged  to  travel  flowly,  without  going  bifore  our  baggage. 
We  faw  here  many  flirubs  of  the  fpecies  which  affords  the  balfam  of  Mecca  ;  but  the 
inhabitants  of  the  country  know  not  their  value,  and  therefore  neglect  to  cultivate 
them. 

In  the  cofTee-houfe  of  Til  we  met  with  feveral  pilgrims  returning  from  Mecca  ; 
among  others  an  Arab  from  Doan,  a  city  five-and-twenty  days  journey  call  from  Sana, 
and  twelve  days  journey  from  Kerchin ;  confequcntly,  in  a  country  entirely  unknown 
to  Europeans  :  I  was  vexed  at  the  fliort  time  of  our  interview  ;  and  the  great  dillerence 
between  the  dialed  which  he  fpoke  and  that  of  Tehama,  which  difqualified  me  from 
obtaining  from  him  more  particular  information  concerning  his  country. 

From  this  inn  the  country  improves.  It  is  covered  with  verdure.  In  the  valley 
are  a  number  of  rivulets,  which  difcharge  themfclves  into  the  river  Sehan  }  and  a  great 
many  villages  are  fcattcred  over  the  hills. 

VOL.  X.  14  _  We 
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We  faw  a  rivulet  which  lofes  itfelf  under  ground,  and  appears  again  at  a  confider- 
able  diftaiKe.  After  leaving  the  hills,  it  difappears  entirely,  and  its  waters  are  dif- 
pcrfed  over  the  plains  of  the  Tehama.  The  arable  grounds  among  thefe  hills  are 
iown  only  with  durra,  a  fort  of  coarfe  millet,  of  which  the  poorer  people  make  their 
bread.     The  peafants  cut  out  feats  in  the  trees,  and  fit  in  thefe  to  watch  their  fields. 

The  rockfron  the  confines  of  the  Tehama  are  bafiiltic,  likethofeof  thccoliee-country 
near  Beit  el  Faldh.  We  came  yet  to  another  rivulet  which  lofcs  itfelf  in  the  fanes  of 
the  Tehama.  At  lafl  we  reached  the  plain,  and  arrived  at  Beit  el  Fakih  in  the  evening 
of  the  ifl  of  Auguft. 

Chap.  LV.  —  Route  from  Belt  el  Fakih  to  Mokba. 

THE  greater  part  of  this  city  having  been  burnt  down  in  the  month  of  April  laft, 
we  had  cxpefted  to  find  it  defolate.  We  were,  therefore,  greatly  furprifed  to  fee  all 
the  houfes,  or  rather  huts,  rebuilt.  Several  edifices  of  ftone,  fitter  to  refill  the  force 
of  fire,  had  likewile  been  raifed. 

We  fent  notice  to  the  Dola  of  our  arrival,  and  defired  him  to  have  camels  in  readi- 
nefs,  on  whicii  we  might  continue  our  journey.     Our  Arabian  fervinits  vou'd   have, 
demanded  provifions  from  him,  that  they  might  make  merry,  and  flievv  thf  people  in 
what  an  honourable  manner  they  v/ere  received. 

I  fliall  now  only  mention  ibme  changes  produced  by  the  rains  upon  this  part  of  the 
country.  Indeed,  as  we  had  already  feen  the  face  of  the  country,  we  prefcned  travelling 
by  night  at  this  time,  to  avoid  fuffering  from  the  torrid  heats  of  the  day. 

Having  fet  out  from  Beit  el  Fakih  on  the  evening  of  the  2d   of  Au^nifl,  we  met 
with  two  men,  on  our  way  to  Zebid,  who  were  leading  aflVs  loaded  chiellv  with  filver,, 
which  had  been  received  by  the  merchants  from  Egypt,  for  coffee,  and  wiucti  they  were 
fending  to  Mokha,  to  purchafe  India  goods.     This   mode  of  carrying  money  .about,- 
was  a  proof  to  us,  that  m  this  province  there  were  no  fears  from  robbers. 

On  the  3d  of  Auguft,  the  Dola  of  Zebid  was  obliged  to  iurnifh  us  with  provifions 
and  camels.  We  had  expeGed  to  find  the  river  Zebid  confiderably  fwoln  ;  but  near 
the  city  its  channel  was  entirely  dry;  the  waters  havmg  been  turned  ofl",  to  over- 
flow a  great  extent  of  the  adiacent  fields,  which  were  furrounded  by  dykes.  It  fhould 
feem  that  the  waters  are  not  fullered  to  run  in  the  channel  of  the  river,  till  after  they 
have  been  plentifully  diftributed  over  the  country.  The  peafants  conftrufl  their  dykes 
in  a  very  fimple  manner.  After  plow'ng  up  a  field,  they  yoke  a  plank  of  wood  to 
two  oxen,  lead  thefe  over  the  field,  till  tlae  plank  is  loaded  with  earth,  empty  it  upon^ 
the  line  where  the  dyke  is  to  be  drawn,  and  repeat  this  till  it  is  formed.  We  ftopped 
to  reft  for  a  few  hours  at  Maufchid,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  of  Auguft  arrived 
at  jVIokha. 

We  had  been  extremely  earneft  to  return  to  this  city,  left  the  Englifli  ftiip,  in  which 
we  intended  to  fail  for  India,  might  be  gone  before  our  arrival.  But  feveral  circum- 
.ftances  happened  to  detain  that  velfel  fome  time  longer  at  Mokha ;  and  we  foon  felt- 
that  we  had  travelled  too  haftily  in  that  fultry  climate.  I  fell  ill  on  the  8th  of  Auguft  ; 
Mr.Baurenfeind  was  confined  to  his  bed  within  a  few  days  after ;  and  in  a  Ihort  time 
Mr.  Cramer  likewife,  and  all  our  Eu/opean  fervants.  We  fortunately  found  our  friend, 
Mr.  Scott  ftill  here,  who  kindly  fupplied  us  with  European  refrelhments,  which  did  us 
more  fervice  than  we  could  have  received  from  the  ufe  of  the  beft  medicines.  But 
all  his  friendly  cares  coidd  not  remove  the  lurl-dng  diftemper,  which  foon  afterwards 
broke  out  with  renewed  violence,  and  deprived  me  of  all  my  remaining  fellow-travellers  ; 
as  I  Iliall  relate  in  the  proper  place^ 
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Chap.  LVI.  —  0///;r  nVj  ofMokba. 

THIS  city  flands  in  a  very  dry  and  barren  fituntion.  Its  fortifications  are  the  walk 
which  furround  it,  fome  towers  on  the  way  to  Mula,  which  are  dignified  with  the 
rame  of  caftles,  and  two  other  caftles  of  the  fame  fort,  upon  the  two  arms  of  the 
harbour.  The  greatefl  of  thefe  two  cafUcs  is  called  Kalla  Tejar,  and  the  fmalleft,  Kalla 
Abdurrah,  from  the  names  of  two  faints,  buried  in  thefe  two  places.  They  are  pro- 
vided with  fome  few  pieces  of  cannon. 

.  I'he  houfes  in  the  city  are  built  of  ftonc ;  and  fome  are  handfome,  in  the  ftyle  of  thofc 
of  the  fuburb  of  Sana.  However,  there  are  others,  both  within  and  without  the  walls, 
no  better  than  the  huts  common  through  all  the  Tehama.  In  the  environs  of  this  cit)" 
are  abundance  of  date  trees,  and  maiiy  agreeable  gardens. 

Mokha  is  not  an  ancient  city.  It  was  buiit  about  four  centuries  fmce.  It,  like 
many  other  cities  in  the  Tehama,  owes  its  origin  to  a  faint,  the  celebrated  Scheich 
Scha:deli.  This  Schejch  acquired  at  that  period  fo  great  a  reputation,  that  perfons 
eagerly  reforted  from  the  mofl  diftant  countries  to  receive  his  inftrudions.  Some  of 
his  devout  difciples  built  huts  round  his  hermitage,  which  flood  on  the  fea  fide.  A 
fmall  village  arole  on  this  fpot,  and  was  by  degrees  enlarged  into  a  city.  Hitherto  its 
hillory  refemblcs  that  of  the  other  cities  in  the  Tehama.  But,  the  rife  of  Mokha  was 
attended  with  many  peculiar  circumftances,  which  deferve  to  be  mentioned,  as  they 
are  related  by  the  Arabs ;  whofe  accounts  feem  to  be  founded  in  truth  although  dafhecl 
with  a  little  of  the  marvellous,  in  the  ufual  tafte  of  the  Arabian  nation. 

A  fliip  bound  from  India  to  Jidda,  call  anchor,  one  day,  about  four  hundred  years 
fmce,  in  thefe  latitudes.  The  crew  obferving  a  hut  in  the  defart,  had  the  curiofity  to 
go  and  fee  it.  The  Schiech  gave  thofc  ftrangers  a  kind  reception,  and  regaled  thenx 
\vith  coffee,  of  which  he  was  very  fond  himfelf,  and  to  which  he  afcribed  great  virtues. 
The  Indians,  who  were  unacquainted  with  the  ufe  of  cofl'ee,  thought  that  this  hot  liquid 
might  cure  the  mailer  of  their  fhip,  who  was  ill.  Schsedeli  aflured  them,  that,  not 
only  fliould  he  be  cured  by  the  efficacy  of  his  prayers,  and  of  the  coffee,  but  that  if 
they  would  land  their  cargo  there,  they  might  difpofc  of  it  to  confiderable  advantage. 
Alluming  at  the  fame  time  the  air  and  tone  of  a  prophet,  he  told  them  that  a  ciiy  fliould 
one  day  be  built  upon  that  fpot,  which  was  to  become  an  eminent  mart  of  the  Indian 
trade. 

The  merchant  to  whom  the  veffcl  belonged,  being  flruck  with  this  fingular  language, 
went  on  fliore,  to  fee  and  convcrfe  with  this  extraordinary  man.  He  drank  the  coffee 
prefcribed  by  the  prophet,  and  found  himfelf  better.  On  the  fame  day  a  great  number 
of  Arabs  came  to  hear  the  preacher  in  his  hermitage.  Among  them  were  feveral 
merchants,  who  purchafed  the  whole  cargo.  The  Indian  returned  home  well  ploafed, 
and  fprend  the  fame  of  the  holy  Scha:deli,  ib  that  the  place  was  foon  frequented  by  many 
of  his  countrymen. 

An  elegant  mofque  was  raifed  upon  the  tomb  of  Scheich  Schxdeli,  v.hich  flands 
without  thi>  walls  of  the  prefent  city.  The  well  from  which  the  common  people  dravr 
water  for  drinking,  and  one  of  the  city  gates,  bear  his  name.  His  defcendants  are  held 
in  fionour,  and  enjoy  the  titk  of  Scheich.  The  people  fwcar  by  him.  The  name  of 
Sdiard'-li  will  be  remembered  as  long  as  Mokha  flands. 

Befiues,  Schfedeli  is  not  only  the  patron  of  Mokha ;  but  all  the  Muffulmans  wlio 
drink  coftet  mention  him  every  monu'ng  in  their  Pratha,  or  prayer,  and  efteeui  Iiim  alfo 
as  their  patron.    Th.ey  invoke  him  not,  but  thank  God  for  ha>ing  taught  raaiikijud  the 
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ufe  of  cofToc,  through  the  mediation  of  Schcedeli,  and  implore  tlie  favour  of  heaven  oa 
the  Schcichs,  his  defcendants. 

A  merchant  of  Mecca  made  an  obfervation  upon  thofe  faints,  which  I  was  furprlfed 
to  hear  from  a  Maliomctan.  The  vui,cfar,  faid  he,  muft  always  have  a  vifible  objeft  to 
fear  iuid  honour.  Thus,  at  Mecca,  oaths,  inflcad  oi  being  addrelfed  to  God,  are  pro- 
nounced in  the  name  of  Mahomet.  At  Mokha,  I  would  not  truft  a  man  who  fhould  take 
God  to  witnefs  the  truth  of  any  thing  he  happened  to  affert :  but  I  might  much  more 
fafely  depend  upon  him  who  fhould  fwear  by  Scheich  Sch^edeli,  whofe  mofque  and  tomb 
are  before  their  eves. 

Mckha  was  the  lafl  city  in  Yemen  of  which  the  Turks  retained  poffefTion.  It  is  faid 
that  the  Arabs  did  not  conquer,  but  buy  it.  Since  the  Turks  were  dii'poflefled,  it  has 
never  had  another  mafter  than  the  Imam. 

ADola  having  enriched  himfelfin  his  government,  had  fortified  the  city,  and  drawn 
a  trench  round  it,  which  is  now  filled  up.  He  was  fufpecled  of  an  intention  to  make 
himfelf  independent ;  but  his  views  were  fruftratcd,  and  himfelf  call  into  prifon.  From 
that  time,  a  Dola  hi\s  never  been  continued  above  three  years  in  this  lucrative  govern- 
ment. After  the  monfoon  feaion,  the  Dola  of  Mokha  is  every  year  obliged  to  give  an 
account  of  his  adminiftration,  and  is  then  either  confirmed  in  his  employment,  or  inltantly 
recalled  to  Sana. 

I  know  not  whether  the  Chriftians  of  the  Eaft  have  ever  fettled  at  Mokha.  A  good 
many  Jews  live  here,  in  a  feparate  village,  as  in  the  other  cities  of  Yemen.  Here  are 
nearly  feven  hundred  Banians,  Rajaputs,  and  other  Indians,  fome  of  whom  are  mer- 
chants, and  others  earn  their  livelihood  by  exercifmg  different  merchanic  arts.  When 
they  have  made  a  fmall  fortune,  they  commonly  return  home  to  India ;  and  on  this 
account  are  alw-ays  looked  upon  as  ftrangers. 

Chap.  LVII.  —  Bombardment  of  Mokha  by  the  French. 

I  COULD  learn  nothing  of  the  hiftory  of  this  city,  except  one  event,  which  happened 
five  and  twenty  years  fince.  I  relate  the  circumftances  of  this  tranfadlion,  as  they  were 
recounted  to  me  by  the  Arabs ;  for  they  will  ferve  to  give  an  idea  of  the  power  and 
policy  of  the  Imam. 

The  Dola  of  Mokha  often  purchafes  out  of  the  fliips  from  India,  goods,  of  which 
the  value  amounts  to  more  than  the  fum  due  for  cuftom-houfe  duties  and  other  taxes. 
He  takes  thofe  goods  upon  the  Imam's  account,  and  always  promifes  to  dedufl:  the 
debt  out  of  the  duties  wluch  may  become  due  next  year.  But  he  continues  year  after 
year  to  take  new  goods  to  account,  and  the  debt  is  thus  increafed,  and  ftill  remains  un- 
paid. By  dealing  for  fome  time  in  this  manner,  the  French  Eaft  India  Company  at 
length  found  the  Imam  82,000  croNvns  in  their  debt. 

This  Company  became  at  laft  anxious  to  obtain  payment  of  fo  confiderable  a  debt, 
without  lofmg,  however,  their  trade  with  Mokha;  and  therefore,  in  the  year  1738, 
fent  a  man  of  war  to  efcort  their  merchant  {hips.  The  captain,  upon  his  arrival,  ac- 
quainted the  Dola,  that  they  were  come  to  fell  their  cargo,  but  would  not  land  or  fend 
their  goods  on  fiiore,  till  his  debt  to  them  fhould  be  difcharged.  The  Dola  ftrove  to 
amm'e  them  witli  fine  fpeeches,  and  to  perfuade  them  to  land  their  goods.  But  the 
Prencn,  to  fiiew  what  they  could  do,  rendered  the  caftle  unfit  for  defence,  by  a  f  w 
difchiirges  of  their  great  guns,  before  the  Arabs  were  aware  that  they  intended  real 
hoflilitjes. 

After 
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After  this  exploit,  the  conferences  were  renewed.  The  Dola  ftill  excufed  liimfelf, 
and  faid  that  he  had  no  money,  and  no  orders  from  the  Iroam  to  pay  the  debt,  but  afked 
fifteen  days  refpite,  till  he  fhould  receive  orders  from  Sana.  Fifteen  days  expired,  and 
no  orders  were  received.  The  French  then  difcharged  a  bomb  upon  the  Dola's  houfe,. 
by  which  an  Arab  was  killed.  But  this  producing  no  decifive  eftefts,  fome  other  bombs 
were  thrown  upon  the  mofque,  upon  a  Friday,  while  the  Dola  was  within,  and  by  thefe 
•were  feveral  pcrfons  killed. 

The  citizens,  of  whom  a  good  numbor  had  by  this  time  loft  their  life  for  their 
fovereign's  debt,  now  loft  patience,  and  obliged  the  governor  to  take  meafures  to 
fatisfy  his  creditors.  A  treaty  was  accordingly  concluded  ;  and  the  French  landed  their 
goods,  and  continued  their  trade  as  before.  Of  all  their  crew,  they  loft  only  one  man, 
who  had  happened  to  fall  afleep  before  the  door  of  his  lodging  in  the  town.  An  Arabian 
foldier  ftabbed  him  in  revenge  for  the  death  of  a  relation  of  his,  who  had  been  killed  by 
a  bomb-fliot. 

The  Dola  was  unable  to  make  farther  refiftance  ;  and  had  undoubtedly  done  all  that 
was  in  his  power  to  ferve  his  mafter.  The  Imam  was,  however,  diffatisfied,  recalled 
him,  and  confifcated  his  palace  at  Sana.  A  merchant  of  Mokha,  who  had  advanced  a 
large  fum  to  fatisfy  the  demands  of  the  French,  had  not  received  payment,  even  at  the- 
time  when  we  were  there. 

Several  of  the  Arabs  ftill  recollect  this  little  affair  with  pleafure,  and  remember, 
with  a  degree  of  gaiety,  thofe  pots  of  fire,  as  they  called  them  to  me,  which  purfued 
their  Dola  backwards  and  forwards,  wherever  he  went.  Since  that  time  the  Arabs  have- 
entertained  a  high  opinion  of  the  military  talents  of  the  Europeans.  In  any  Turkifti 
city,  no  Chriftians,  of  whatever  nation,  could  have  been  fafe  from  the  fury  of  the  popu- 
lace during  fucli  hoftilities.  But,  at  Mokha,  the  Englilli  and  Dutch  remained  in  perfed 
fecurity  during  this  war  with  the  French. 

Chap.  LVIII.  ^0///;^  Trade  of  Mokha. 

SEVERAL  nations  formerly  traded  to  this  port,  which  now  frequent  it  no  more. 
The  Poriujuefe,  who  were,  two  centuries  ago,  very  powerful  on  the  Arabic  Gulph, 
have  li.ng  fince  ceafed  to  fend  fliips  hither.  The  Dutch  rarely  appear  here  ;  and  the 
French  ncv.^r  in  time  of  war,  although  they  ftill  continue  to  rent  warehoufes  here. 
Th.e  Englifli  at  prefent  engrofs,  almoft  exclufively,  the  trade  of  this  place.  Their  Eaft 
India  Company,  indeed,  fend  only  one  veffel  hither  in  two  years,  to  take  in  a  cargo  of 
coflee.  But  the  trade  is  lb  much  the  more  advantageous  to  private  merchants  fettled 
in  India.  In  this  year  there  had  come  five  Englifti  (hips  from  different  ports  in  India, 
not  to  mepticn  tlirce  others  which  proceeded  llraight  to  Jidda.  Since  the  time  wiiea 
an  ]'",nglilh  m.crchant  rcfident  at  Mokha,  was  maltreated  by  the  populace  in  theabfence 
of  the  fliips,  the  Englivh  Iiave  always  returned  with  their  vellels  to  India,  and  left  the 
management  of  their  aftairs,  during  their  ahfence,  to  a  Banian. 

Since  the  trade  of  Mokha  is  _fo  confiderable,  the  culloms  cannot  but  afl'i^rd  a  large 
revenue  to  the  Im.un.  The  Turks,  Arabs,  and  Indians  are  obliged  to  carry  their  goads 
ftraight  t<i  the  cuftom-houfc,  to  be  there  infpec'ted,  and  to  pay  eight  or  ten  per  cent, 
upon  their  value,  at  the  arbitrary  eftimation  of  the  cuftom-houfe  officers.  All  Europeans 
erijoy  the  privilege  of  having  their  goods  infpeded  hi  their  owii  warehoufes,  and  of 
p.iying<mly  three  per  cent,  upon  their  value.  Since  the  Englifli  have  become  fo  power- 
ful m  Bengal,  and  have  imported  thole  goods  which  were  formerly  furnilheu  by  the 
Lidians,  they  have  been  req^uircd  to  pay  ojily  three  per  cent.     But  the  government 
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continue  to  dbferve  their  treaties,  and  yet  to  maintain  their  ancient  rights,  by  making 
the  merchants  in  Mokha  pay  Hkewife  five  per  cent,  on  all  Indian  goods  which  they 
puichafe. 

Befides  the  duties  payable  at  the  cuftom-houfe,  fhips  pay  another  duty  under  the 
name  of  anchorage,  which  amounts  to  fome  hundreds  of  crowns,  and  is  reguhited  not 
by  the  tonnage  of  the  veflel,  but  by  the  number  of  its  maits.  On  the  other  hand,  a 
merchant,  wlio  lades  a  large  European  fliip  whh  coftee  in  this  port,  receives  from  the 
Dola  a  premium  of  four  hundred  crowns. 

According  to  the  obfervation  of  the  Arabians,  the  monfoons  are  regular  in'thefe  lati- 
tudes. The  north  wind  blows  for  fix  months,  and  the  fouth  wind  for  other  fix  months. 
It  is  not  to  be  fu])pofed,  however,  thnt  thcfe  are  the  only  winds  known  here.  During- 
the  month  of  Auguft,  efpecially,  the  wind  blows  from  all  the  points  in  the  horizon. 
An  Englifli  fhip  bound  for  Jidda  was  obliged  to  return  to  Mokha,  and  to  wait  there  fome 
months  for  a  favourable  wind. 

The  Arabs  have  fcarcely  any  article  for  exportation,  except  coffee,  of  which  the 
Indians  are  not  very  fond.  The  Englifli  fliips  mufl:  return  empty  to  India,  if  they  did 
not  gain  confiderably  by  carrying  monev,  with  which  the  Arabian  merchant.?  entruft 
them.  Thefe  merchants  had  freighted  one  Englifli  veflel  from  Jidda,  with  a  million 
of  crowns  ;  and  that  on  board  which  we  failed,  had  250,000  crowns  of  theirs  in  fpecie. 

Thefe  funis  are  almofl  always  in  European  coins,  Venetian  ducat?,  or  German 
coins.  It  may  be  fuppofed  that  other  Englifli  and  Indian  veflels  carry  alfo  confider- 
able  funis  from  Jidda  and  Mokha.  The  fliips  which  fail  from  Bafra  to  India,  are 
in  the  fame  manner  freighted  with  money  which  has  paflTed  from  Europe  througli 
Turkey.  When  to  this  we  add  the  quantity  of  fpecie  carried  diredly  to  India  and 
China  by  the  nations  of  Europe,  it  appears  that  Europe  mud  have  been  long  fmce 
exhaufled  of  gold  and  filver,  were  it  not  for  thetreafures  imported  from  America. 

When  a  foreign  vell'el  arrives  in  the  road  of  Mokha,  it  muft  not  falute  with  guns, 
but  only  hoifl:  a  flag.  The  Dola  then  fends  out  a  boat  to  examine  it,  and  learn  the 
purpofe  of  its  approach.  If  any  difficulties  are  raifed,  the  captain  needs  only  fay,  that 
he  will  proceed  to  Hodeida  or  Loheia.  The  Dola,  unwilling  to  lofe  the  prefents  which 
he  receives  from  every  fliip,  is  foon  brought  by  this  means  to  hear  reafon. 

It  would  riot  be  difficult  for  any  other  nation  to  obtain  the  fame  privileges  which  the 
Englifli  prefently  enjoy  at  Mokha,  But  the  trade  on  the  coafl:s  of  the  Red  Sea  can  be 
advantageous  to  no  nadon  who  have  not  fetdements  in  India.  The  Arabians  make  no 
ufe  of  the  productions  of  Europe.  It  would  be  neceiUiry,  therefore,  to  fupply  them 
with  India  goods,  and  to  take  coftee  in  return,  which  can  be  bought  cheaper  from 
fhips  which  take  it  in  merely  to  avoid  returning  empty.  There  is,  indeed,  a  great 
quandty  of  iron  fold  in  Arabia,  which  the  Englifli  purchafe  chiefly  from  the 'Danes.  It 
is,  therefore,  probable,  that  the  latter  nation  might  find  their  intcreft  in  a  direct  trade 
with  the  goods  of  Denmark,  and  our  colonies  between  Tranquebar  and  Mokha. 

It  will  not  be  aniifs  to  add  one  flight  obfervauon  concerning  the  brokers  of  different 
nations.  A  flranger  cannot  be  too  much  on  his  guard  againfl  Mahometan  brokers. 
He  will  find  his  account  in  addrefllng  himfelf  rather  to  the  Banians,  among  whom  are 
many  confiderable  merchants,  very  honcft  men.  Through  all  the  coimtries  in  the 
Eafl:,  Mahometan  merchants  have  the  knavery  to  feek  to  irritate  the  Chriftians,  when, 
after  having  duped  them,  they  fear  their  refentment :  and  then  when  any  term  of  re- 
proach is  uttered  by  the  ftrangers,  in  the  heat  of  pafllon,  the  rafcally  Muffulmans  make 
a  great  noiie,  mider  pretence  that  their  religion  is  abuled,  and  threaten  to  complain  to 
the  magiflrates.  Several  Europeans-have  been  obliged  to  pay  confiderable  fums  by  thefe 
^its  of  knaves  who  had  previoufly  cheated  them. 

OF 
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Chap.  LIX.  —  Cofjceniing  the  Dcfcription  of  Arabia. 

RIAN,  even  In  fociety,  where  civizilation  has  bsen  carried  perhaps  to  excefs,  where 
art  extinguiflics  or  difguifes  the  fcntiments  of  nature,  never  forgets  his  original  defli- 
nation.  He  is  ftill  fond  even  of  the  very  fliadow  of  that  Hberty,  independence,  and 
firaplicity,  which  he  has  loft  by  refinenu^nt,  although  they  are  fo  congenial  to  his 
cxilk'nce.  He  is  charmed  to  meet  with  thcfe  again,  even  in  the  illufions  of  pailoral 
poetry.. 

We  are  no  Icfs  fond  of  tracing  thefe  native  features  of  the  liuman  mind,  where  they 
are  to  be  difcovered  in  tlie  records  of  remote  ages,  in  which  the  natur.d  minners  of  man- 
kind appear  undifguifed  by  atiedhition,  and  not  yet  altered  by  the  progress  of  arts  or 
pcKcy.  Even  without  adverung  to  the  caufes  of  the  pleafure  which  we  feel,  we  are 
:;lw:iys  pleafod  to  find  fome  faint  traces  even  of  our  natural  and  primary  rights,  and  of 
the  h;)ppi;iefs  to  which  we  were  originally  deftined. 

If  any  people  in  the  world  afford  in  their  hiftory  an  inflancc  of  high  antiquity,  and 
of  great  hmpiicity  of  manners,  the  Arabs  furcly  do.  Coming  among  them,  one  can 
hardly  help  fancying  one's  felf  fuddenly  carried  backwards  to  the  ages  which  fucceeded 
immediately  after  tJie  flood.  We  are  here  tempted  to  imagine  ourfelves  among  the 
old  patriarchs,  with  whofe  adventures  we  have  been  fo  much  amufed  in  our  infant  days.- 
Tiie  language,which  has  been  fpoken  for  time  immemorial,  and  which  fo  nearly  refembles 
that  which  we  have  been  accuftomed  to  regard  as  of  the  moft  diffant  antiquity,  completes 
the  iliufion  which  the  analogy  of  manners  began. 

The  country  in  which  this  nation  inhabit,  aftbrds  many  objefts  of  curiofity,  no  lefs 
lingular  and  intcrefting.  Interfected  by  fandy  defarts,  and  vafl  ranges  of  mountains, 
it  prefents  on  one  fide  nothing  but  defblation  in  its  moft  frightful  forni,  while  the  otiier 
is  adorned  with  all  the  beauties  of  the  moft  fertile  regions.  Such  is  its  pofition,  that 
it  enjoys,  at  once,  all  the  advantges  of  hot  and  of  temperate  climates.  The  peculiar 
produdions  of  regions,  the  molt  diftant  from  one  another,  arc  produced  here  in  equal 
perfection.  Having  never  been  conquered,  Arabia  has  fcarccly  known  any  changes, 
but  thof'e  produced  bv  the  hand  of  nature  ;.  it  bears  none  of  the  impreflions  of  human 
fury,  whicli  appear  in  fo  many  other  places. 

With  all  thefe  circumftances,  fo  naturally  calculated  to  engage  curiofity,  Arabia  has 
been  hitherto  but  very  little  known.  The  ancients,  who  made  their  difcoveries  of' 
countries,  by  conquering  them,  remained  ignorant  of  the  ftate  and  hiltory  of  a  region 
into  which  their  arms  could  never  penetrate.  What  Greek  and  l.atin  authors  men- 
tion concerning  Arabia,  proves,  by  its  obfcurity,  their  ignorance  of  almoft  every  thing 
relpecting  the  Arabs.  Prejudices  relative  to  the  inconveniences  and  dangers  of 
travelling  in  Arabia,  have  hitherto  kept  the  moderns  in  equal  ignorance.  I  fhall  have- 
occafion  to  remark,  that  our  beft  books  of  geography  abound  with  capital  errors 
upon  this  head  \  as,  for  inftance,  concerning  tlie  fubjectioii  of  the  Arabs  to  the  Turks 
and  Perfians. 

For  thefe  reafons,  I  have  refolved  to  give  a  more  minute  and  circumfLmtinl  defcrip- 
tion  of  a  country,  and  a  people,  which   d<'ferve  to  be  better  known  than  they  are  at 
pref'ent.     In  the  courfe  of  the  former  part  of  my  travels,  1  have   nieinioned  in  part 
wliat  I  fiiw  myfelf.     But,  as  during  fb  Ihort  a  ftay  in  Arabia,  1  had  time  to  travel  over- 
only  a  few  of  the  provinces  of  that  widely  txtcnded  country,  1  fought  information- 
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♦concerning  the  reft,  from  different  honeft  and  intelligent  Arabs.  This  information  I 
■was  mofl  fuccefsful  in  obtaining  among  the  men  of  letters  and  the  merchants  ;  perfons 
in  public  offices  were  more  entirely  engroffed  with  their  own  affairs,  and  generally  of 
a  more  refervcd  character. 

This  mode  of  obtaining  my  information  appeared  to  carry  with  it  feveral  peculiar 
advantages  ;  and  it  will  be  of  no  Icfs  utility,  that  I  diftinguifh  in  tliis  manner  between 
what  I  obferved  myfelf,  and  what  I  was  informed  of  by  others.  The  reader  will  thus 
be  enabled  to  difcern  between  what  I  mention  barely  upon  the  authority  of  my  own 
obfervation,  and  what  I  relate  upon  the  concurrent  evidence  of  many  of  the  mofl  en- 
lightened perfons  in  the  nation.  I  fliall  find  many  more  favourable  opportunities  of 
introducing  certain  particulars  which  I  could  not  otherwife  have  inferted  in  the  account 
of  my  travels,  without  interrupting  too  frequently  the  progrefs  of  the  narrative.  The 
reader  will  alio  be  better  entertained,  when  prcfented  with  a  fketch,  exhibiting  the  fea- 
tures no  lefs  of  the  country,  than  of  the  people  inhabiting  it. 

I  fliould  have  willied  to  add  a  brief  compend  of  the  hiftory  of  this  fingular  nation ; 
but  this  I  found  impofiible.  In  the  Eaft  there  are  are  no  libraries,  and  no  men  of 
deep  erudition,  refources  which  a  traveller  might  find  with  great  facility  in  Europe. 
Yet  there  are  ancient  Arabic  hiftorians  ;  but  the  copies  of  their  works  are  very  rare, 
as  I  learned  at  Kahira  and  Mokha.  It  would  be  of  confequcnce,  however,  to  examine 
thofe  authors,  who  are  ftill  unknown  in  Europe.  The  fearch,  I  am  perfuaded,  could 
hardly  prove  fruitlefs.  Thofe  works  would  throw  new  liglit  on  feveral  epochs  in  the 
hiftory  of  ancient  nations. 

Chap.LX.  —  Of  the  Extent  and  the  Divi/ions  of  Arabia. 

ARABIA,  properly  fo  called,  is  that  great  peninfula  formed  by  the.  Arabic  Gulph, 
the  Indian  Ocean,  and  the  Perfian  Gulph.  The  ancients  appear  to  have  comprehended 
under  the  name  of  Arabia,  the  wliole  trad  lying  between  thofe  feas,  and  a  line  drawn, 
from  the  point  of  the  Perfian  to  that  of  the  Arabic  Gulph.  This  line,  however,  was 
•not  the  real  boundary  of  the  country,  but  merely  fancied  fuch  by  ignorance. 

Whatever  may  be  thought  of  the  limits  alligned  to  this  country  by  the  ancients,  a 
much  wider  extent  muft,  at  any  rate,  be  allowed  to  prefent  Arabia.  In  confequence 
of  the  conquefts  and  fettlements  of  the  Arabs  in  Syria  and  Paleftine,  the  dcfarts  of 
thefe  countries  are  now  to  be  regarded  as  part  of  Arabia,  which  may  thus  be  con- 
fidered  as  being  bounded  on  one  fide  by  the  river  Euphrates,  and  on  the  other  by 
the  ifthmus  of  Suez. 

Yet,  we  are  not  to  confider  all  thofe  countries  in  which  this  people  have  ever  made 
conquefts,  or  eftabhftied  colonies,  as  forming  a  part  of  Arabia.  Of  all  nations,' the 
Arabs  have  fpread  fartheft  over  the  world  ;  and  in  all  their  wanderings,  they  have, 
better  than  any  other  nation,  preferved  their  language,  manners,  and  peculiar  cuftoms. 
From  eaft  to  weft,  from  the  banks  of  the  Senegal  to  the  Indus,  are  colonies  of  Arabs 
to  be  met  with  •,  and  between  north  and  fouth,  they  are  fcattered  from  Euphrates  to 
the  ifland  of  Madagafcar.  The  Tartar  hordes  have  not  occupied  fo  wide  an  extent 
of  the  globe. 

The  Senegal  in  Africa  is  known  to  feparate  the  negroes  from  thofe  people  who  are 
only  diftinguiftied  by  a  dark  complexion.  On  its  bank  are  fome  tribes  of  wandering 
Arabs,  who  live  in  tents.  The  mountainous  parts  of  Morocco,  and  the  republics  of 
Barbary,  contain  many  other  tribes  of  the  fame  nation,  who,  it  fliould  feem,  fpread 
through  Africa  in  the  progrefs  of  the  conquefts  of  the  Caliphs.     Thofe  tribes  are  all 
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governed  by  chiefs  of  their  own  ;  they  fpeak  Arabic,  and  in  their  manners  refemble 
the  reft  or  the  Arabian  nation.  They  are  to  be  regarded  rather  as  allies  than 
fubjeds  of  the  governments  of  the  dilferent  countries  in  which  they  have  eftabliflied 
themfelves. 

On  the  eaftern  coaft  of  Africa,  the  Arabs  have  fpread  themfelves  as  far  as  Mofam- 
bique.  At  Icaft,  the  fovereigns  of  feveral  kingdoms  upon  that  coafl  were  anciently 
Arabs.  The  fame  nation  made  themfelves  likewife  mafters  of  the  ifles  of  Comorra, 
and  of  part  of  the  ifle  of  Madagafca/-,  in  which  Arab  colonies  ftill  remain. 

As  I  could  learn  nothing  very  particular  concerning  the  Arab  tribes,  difperfed  through 
Africa,  I  fliall  not  pretend  to  fpeak  of  them  ;  nor  do  I  need  to  fay  any  thing  more  of 
the  Egyptian  Arabs,  after  what  I  have  already  mentioned  concerning  them,  in  the  account 
of  my  travels  in  that  country. 

I  (hall  likewife  pafs  on,  without  noticing  the  pretended  Arabian  colonies  in  Habbefch, 
or  examining  the  opinion,  which  reprefents  the  Abyflinians  as  originally  iprung  from 
the  inhabitants  of  Arabia.  This  notion,  which  has  been  advanced  by  fome  learned 
men,  depends  on  probabilities  fo  flender  and  fo  uncertain,  that  to  enter  into  a  particular 
dilcuflion  of  them,  would  be  taking  more  piiins  about  ihem  than  they  are  worth. 

But  I  cannot  pafs,  in  equal  filence,  over  the  more  coniiderable  colonies,  which, 
although  they  are  alfo  fettled  without  the  limits  of  Arabia,  are,  however,  nearer  to  it.  I 
mean  the  Arabs  upon  the  fouthern  coaft  of  Perfia,  who  are  commonly  in  alliance  with, 
and  fometimcs  fubjeft  to,  the  neighbouring  Schiechs.  A  variety  of  circumftances 
concur  to  indicate,  that  thefe  tribes  were  fettled  along  the  Perfian  Gulph,  before  the 
conquefts  of  the  Caliphs,  and  have  ever  preferved  their  independence.  It  is  ridiculous 
in  our  geographers,  to  reprcfent  a  part  of  Ai'abia  as  fubjeft  to  the  Kings  of  Perfia  ; 
when,  fo  far  from  this,  the  Perfian  monarchs  have  never  been  mafters  of  the  fea 
coaft  of  their  own  donnnions,  but  have  patiently  fuftered  it  to  remain  in  the  poffeflion  of 
the  Arabians. 

In  order  to  proceed  upon  the  moft  natural  plan  in  the  geographical  delineation  of 
this  country,  I  ftiall  follow  that  divifion  of  Arabia  which  is  in  ufe  among  the  inhabit- 
ants.    They  divide  their  country  into  fix  great  provinces ;  Hedjas,   lying    along  the 
Arabic  Gulph,  between  Mount  Sinai  and  Yemen,  and  extending  inland  fo  far  back 
as  to  the  confines  of  Nedsjed  ;  Yemen,  a  province  ftretching  from  the  border  of 
Hedjas,  along  the  Arabic  Gulph  and  the  Indian  Ocean,  to  Hadramaut,  and  bounded 
on  the  north  by  Nedsjed  ;  tladramaut,  on   the  Indian   Ocean,   conterminous  with 
Yemen  on  one  fide,  and  with  Oman  on  the  other,  bounded  northwards  by  Nedsjed  ; 
Oman,  lying  alio  on  the  ftiore  of  the  Indian  Ocean,  and  encompalTed  by  the  provinces 
of  Hadramaut,  Lachfa,   and  Nedsjed  ;     Lachfa,    or  Hadzjar,    extemling   along  the 
Perfian  Gulph,  and  having  Nedsjed  for  its  interior  boundary  ;  Nedsjed,  comprehend- 
ing all  the  interior  country,  and  bounded  by  the  other  five  provinces ;    its  northern 
limits  are  the  territories  occupied  by  the  Arabs  in  the  defart  of  Syria.     Thefe  terri- 
tories may  indeed  be  reckoned  a  fcventh  province  ;  and  to  them  may  alfo  be  added 
the  defcrlption  of  the  Arabian  ellablidnnents  on  the  fouthern  coaft  of  Perfia. 

The  two  provinces  of  Yemen  and  Hadramaut. were  formerly  knowai  by  the  name 
of  Arabia  the  Happy.  But,  as  no  fiich  name  is  ufed  among  the  Arabs,  I  have  not 
thought  of  attending  to  this  arbitrary  divifion  of  the  country. 
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CiiAP.  LXI.  —  Of  the  Revolutions  of  Arabia. 

ALL  Lhat  is  known  concerning  the  earlieft  period  of  the  liiflory  of  this  country, 
is,  that  it  was  governed  in  thofe  days  by  potent  monarchs,  called  Tobba.  This  is 
thought  to  have  been  a  title  common  to  all  thofe  Princes,  as  the  name  of  Pharaoh  was 
to  the  ancient  Sovereigns  of  Egypt. 

There  cxifts,  however,  a  pretty  diftinct  tradition  among  the  learned  Arabs,  with 
refpect  to  thole  ancient  Kings,  which  deferves  to  be  taken  notice  of.  They  pretend 
to  know,  from  ancient  monuments,  that  Tobba  was  the  family  name  of  thofe 
Sovereigns ;  that  they  came  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Samarcand  ;  were  worfliippirs 
of  fire  ;  and  conquered  and  civilized  Arabia.  This  tradition  accords  with  tl.e 
plaufiblc  hypothefis  of  an  ingenious  writer,  who  derives  the  knowledge  and  civiliza- 
tion of  the  people  of  the  fouth,  from  a  nation  who  once  flourilhed  in  that  part  of 
Tartaiy  in  which  Samarcand  is  fituate. 

One  thing  I  had  occafion  to  cbfcrve  myfelf,  which  feems  to  me  to  make  in  favour 
of  the  fame  hypothefis.  A  Dutch  renegado,  who  had  travelled  feveral  times  over 
Arabia,  fhewed  me,  at  Rlokha,  a  copy  of  an  infcription,  in  rtrange  and  unknown 
characters,  which  he  had  found  in  a  province  remote  from  the  fea  coaiL  I  was  then 
in  ill  health,  and  neglecled  to  copy  it.  But  the  uncommon  form  of  the  characters, 
which  confided  entirely  of  ftraight  lines,  made  fuch  an  impreilion  upon  my  memory, 
that,  on  my  return,  I  diftinguifhed  the  infcriptions  at  Perfepolis  to  be  in  the  time 
alphabet.  A  tradition  prevails  through  Perfia,  that  the  conqueror  who  founded  Perfe- 
polis was  originally  from  the  vicinity  of  Samarcand  ;  lb  that  both  the  Arabians  and 
the  Perfians  would  appear  to  have  had  Sovereigns  from  the  fame  nation,  who  fpoke 
the  fame  language,  or  at  leafl  employed  the  fame  charaders  in  writing. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  origin  of  thofe  conquerors,  many  circumftances  con- 
cur to  prove,  that,  in  remote  times,  the  Arabians  acted  an  important  pan  on  the  theatre 
of  human  affairs ;  although  the  memory  of  the  revolutions  which  took  place  among 
them  has  not  been  handed  down  to  poiterity.  There  can  be  no  doubt  of  their  having 
conquered  Egypt  at  a  time  previous  to  the  commencement  of  Grecian  hillory.  What 
Greek  hiflorians  fay  of  the  fhepherd-kings  of  Egypt,  can  be  referred  to  none  but  the 
Arabs.  The  famous  republic  of  robbers  mufl  undoubtedly  have  been  a  tribe  of  this 
nation,  who,  after  the  expulfion  of  their  countrymen,  maintained  themfelves  for  feveral 
ages  in  a  diflrift  in  Lower  Egypt. 

It  is  certain  that  mod  of  the  nations  fo  frequently  mentioned  in  the  hiftory  of  the 
Jews,  muft  have  been  Arab  tribes,  who  went  often  to  war  with  thofe  turbulent  neigh- 
bours, and  fometimcs  fubdued  them.  It  may  even  be  conjectured,  that  the  Jews 
themfelves  were  originally  Arabs,  defcended  from  fome  branch  of  thofe  far  fpread 
tribes. 

Thofe  events,  in  the  fate  of  this  nation,  which  took  place  in  the  time  of  the  Peruanr, 
Greeks,  Romans,  and  Parthians,  are  all  unknown  to  us  ;  except  Ibme  faint  and  unfuc- 
cefsful  attempts  which  thefe  conquerors  made  to  reduce  the  Arabians  imder  fubjection. 
They  fucceeded  only  againfl  a  few  tribes,  fettled  in  the  cities  on  the  Arabic  Gulf,  or  in 
the  vicinity  of  Syria  ;  and  even  here  their  power  was  extremely  tranficnt. 

Arabia  feems  to  have  been  a  rich  and  powerful  country  in  the  time  of  the  ancient 
Egyptians.  The  averfion  of  thefe  laft  for  the  fea,  left  to  the  Arabs  the  whole  com- 
merce with  India  by  the  Arabic  Gulf.  That  trade,  when  once  brought  within  this 
channel,  continued  to  flow  through  it,  under  the  Ptolemies,  the  Romans,  the  Greek 
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Emperors,  and  the  Caliphs  of  Egypt.  But  the  difcovery  of  a  new  line  of  communica- 
tion with  India,  deprived  Arabia  of  the  advantages  of  this  traffic,  and  produced  the  rapid 
decline  of  many  flourifliing  cities. 

It  mult  have  been  during  the  more  fplendid  ages  of  the  exiftence  of  this  nation,  that 
the  Hamjare  Kings  reigned  over  a  great  part  of  Arabia.  The  hiflory  of  thofe 
Princes  is  fo  involved  in  obfcurity,  that  we  are  ignorant  even  of  their  origin,  and  know 
not  to  what  nation  they  properly  belonged.     .But  they  were  probably  indigenous. 

Neither  do  we  know  in  what  period  to  place  the  Abyflinian  invafion,  of  which  fome 
authors  fpeak.  That  people  mufl:  have  attacked  the  Arabs,  on  purpoie  to  convert  them 
to  Chriftianity.  It  is  even  pretended  that,  after  fubduing  a  part  of  Arabia,  they  accom- 
plifhed  the  purpofe  of  their  enterprife,  and  a  great  part  of  the  Arabs  became  Chrirtians. 
But  the  circumflances  of  this  event  are  fo  vague,  and  have  fo  fabulous  an  air,  that  we 
will  be  in  the  right  to  doubt  if  it  ever  took  place  ;  or  at  lealt,  if  it  was  produced  by  the 
caufes  to  which  it  has  been  afcribed. 

A  revolution,  of  the  reality  of  which  we  are  more  certain,  and  which  involved  in  it 
more  important  confequences,  was  that  which  Mahomet  eftefted  in  the  religion  and 
the  political  date  of  his  country.  This  fortunate  ufurper,  with  the  anus  of  his  country- 
nien,  fpread  his  conquelts  over  diftant  regions.  His  fucceflbrs,  for  a  while,  profecuted 
the  career  of  conquclt  with  the  fame  fuccefs.  But  neither  he,  nor  the  Caliphs,  could 
ever  entirely  fubdue  their  own  nation.  Many  chiefs  in  the  interior  parts  of  the  country, 
Hill  maintained  their  independence,  without  refpecling  the  Caliph  in  any  other  light 
than  as  the  head  of  their  religion.  The  authority  of  the  Caliphs  was  merely  fpiritual, 
except  in  their  dominions  over  a  part  of  the  coaft,  where  they  were  acknowledged  as 
Sovereigns. 

After  the  ruui  of  the  power  of  the  Caliphate  by  the  Turks,  Arabia  fliook  off  the 
yoke  to  which  it  had  been  in  part  fubje£ted,  and  came  to  be  governed,  as  formerly, 
by  a  number  of  chieis,  more  or  lefs  powerful,  defcended  from  different  indigenous 
families. 

No  neighbouring  power  ever  attempted  to  fubdue  this  country,  till  the  Fortuguefc 
penetrated  to  India,  and  made  their  appearance  in  the  Red  Sea.  Then,  in  the  beginning 
of  the  fixteenth  century.  Sultan  El  Gury,  defirous  to  rid  himielf  of  thole  new  coiners, 
whom  he  viewed  as  dangerous,  fitted  out  a  fleet  to  expel  the  Portugucfc.  That  fleet, 
availing  themfelves  of  the  opportunity,  fcized  almofl;  all  the  fea-pnrt  towns  of  Arabia. 
But,  when  the  dynafty  of  the  Mamalukes  was  terminated  by  the  Turks,  thefe  cities  fell 
agiiin  into  the  hands  of  their  natural  Sovereigns. 

The  Turks  continued  the  war  with  the  Portuguefe,  in  ortler  to  fecure  Egypt,  their 
new  conquell.  Soliman  Pacha,  at  the  head  of  a  powerful  fleet,  after  the  example  of  the 
iaft  Sultan  of  the  Mamalukes,  ieized  all  the  towns  upon  the  Arabic  Gulf.  His  fucceffors 
puihed  their  conquelts  Hill  farther,  and  fubducd  great  part  of  Yemen,  penetrating  back- 
wards to  the  highlands ;  fo  that  Arabia  became  alinoft  entirely  a  province  of  the  Sultan 
of  Conflantinople,  and  was  governed  by  Pachas,  like  the  other  provinces  of  the 
Ottoman  empire. 

In  the  interior  parts,  however,  there  dill  were  independent  Princes  and  Scliieclis, 
who  had  never  been  fubdued,  but  continued  to  harafs  the  Turks,  and  to  drive  them 
towards  the  coafls.  Alter  various  reiterated  eflorts,  a  Prince  of  the  family  now  reign- 
ing at  Sana,  at  length  fucceeded,  about  the  middle  of  the  lafi:  century,  and  obliged 
the  Turkifli  nation  to  evacuate  all  the  places  upon  the  Arabian  coaft,  which  they  had 
occupied  for  more  than  a  century.  The  Turks  now  poiVefs  nothing  in  this  country 
but  a  precarious  authority  in  the  city  of  Jidda  :  And  it  is  therefore  ablurd  to  reckon 
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Arabia  amonj!;  the  Ottoman  provinces,  fince  it  is  properly  to  be  confidered  as  inde- 
pendent of  all  foreign  powers. 

A  people,  who  like  the  AraKs^  have  fo  long  detached  thcmfolves  fi-om  the  reft  of  the 
world,  cannot  nnderfjjo  any  very  important  revolutions,  that  may  dcferve  to  be  comme- 
morated in  hiltory.  The  events  which  take  place  anionj  them,  are  only  petty  wars 
and  trifling  conquefts,  v^^orthy  of  their  poor  chiefs,  and  narrow  divifions  of  territory.  I 
lliall  not  notice  them,  therefore,  unlefs  when  in  the  Jefcription  of  any  province,  I'ome 
event  comes  into  view,  that  is  remarkable  either  for  its  fmgularity,  or  for  its  influence 
upon  the  affairs  of  other  nations. 

Chap.  LXII.  —  Of  the  Government  uf  the  Arabs. 

THE  moil  natural  authority  is  that  of  a  father  over  his  family,  as  obedience  is  here 
founded  upon  the  opinion  of  benevolence  in  the  ruler.  When  the  mournful  furvivors 
of  the  human  race  fettled  themfelves  anew,  after  the  awful  revolution  by  which  the  globe 
was  for  a  time  uiveiled  ot  its  beauty,  and  depopulated  ;  every  family  fubmittcJ  readily  to 
the  guidance  and  diretlioa  of  him  to  whom  they  owed  their  exiflence. 

As  ihofe  families  multiplied,  the  younger  branches  flill  retained  fome  rcfpecl  for  the 
eldeft  branch.  Of  all  the  progeny,  it  was  efteemed  the  neareft  to  the  parent  ftem.  And, 
although  the  fubdivifions  became  more  and  more  numerous,  they  (till  regarded  them- 
felves as  compofmg  but  one  body,  in  remembrance  of  their  common  origin.  Such  an 
aflemblage  of  families,  all  fprung  from  the  fame  ftock,  forms  what  we  call  a  tribe.  It 
was,  in  this  manner,  eafy  for  the  reprefentative  of  the  eldeft  branch  to  retain  fomewhat 
of  the  primary  paternal  authority  over  the  whole  tribe  to  which  he  belonged. 

Sometimes,  when  a  family  became  too  num.erous,  it  divided  from  the  reft  with  which 
it  was  connecled,  and  formed  a  new  tribe.  Upon  other  occafions,  when  foveral  tribes 
found  themlelves  feparately  too  weak  to  refift  a  common  eneray,  they  would  combme, 
and  acknowledge  one  common  chief.  And  fomeflmes  it  would  happen,  that  a  numerous 
tribe  might  force  fome  others  that  were  weaker,  to  unite  themfelves  to,  and  be- 
come dependent  upon  it ;  but  feldom  has  this  dependence  degenerated  into  flavifli 
fubjedion. 

This  primitive  form  of  government,  which  has  ever  fubfifted  without  alteration  among 
the  Arabs,  proves  the  antiquity  of  this  people,  and  renders  their  prefent  ftate  more  inte- 
refting  than  it  would  otherwife  be.  Among  the  Bedouins  it  is  preferved  in  all  its  purity. 
In  other  parts  of  Arabia  it  has  fuffered  fome  changes,  but  yet  is  not  materially  altered. 
I  ftiall  have  occafion  to  take  notice  of  thefe,  fuch  as  they  are,  when  I  come  to  defcnbe 
each  particular  province  by  itfelf.  For  the  prefent,  I  ftiall  content  myfelf  with  making 
fome  general  refleftions  upon  the  fpirit  of  the  Arabian  government. 

The  Bedouins,  or  paftoral  Arabs,  who  live  in  tents,  have  many  Schiechs,  each  of  whom 
governs  his  family  with  power  almoft  abfolute.  All  the  Schiechs,  however,  who  belong 
to  the  fame  tribe,  acknowledge  a  common  chief,  who  is  called  Schech  es  Scheuch, 
Schiech  of  Schiechs,  or  Schech  el  Kbir,  and  whofe  authority  is  limited  by  cuftom.  The 
dignity  of  Grand  Schiech  is  hereditary  in  a  certain  family  ;  but  the  inferior  Schiechs, 
upon  the  death  of  a  Grand  Schiech,  choofe  the  fucceflbr  out  of  his  family,  without  regard 
to  age  or  lineal  fucceffion,  or  any  other  confideration,  except  fuperiority  of  abilities. 
This  right  of  eleftion,  with  their  other  privileges,  obliges  the  Grand  Schiech  to  treat  the 
inferior  Schiechs  rather  as  aftociates  than  as  fubjefts,  fharing  with  them  his  fovereign 
authority.  The  fpirit  of  liberty,  with  which  this  warlike  nation  are  animated,  renders 
them  incapaUe  of  fervitude. 

This 
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This  fpirit  is  lefs  fenfibly  felt  among  thofe  who  live  in  towns,  or  are  employed  in 
hufbandry.  It  was  eafier  to  reduce  them  under  fubjeftion.  lu  the  fertile  diflrifts  o£ 
this  country,  there  have  always  been  monarchies,  more  or  lefs  extenfivc,  formed,  either 
by  conquefi:,  or  by  religious  prejudices.  Such  are  the  prefent  dominions  ot  the  Sher- 
riffc  of  Mecca,  of  the  Imams  of  Sana  and  Mafkat,  and  of  fome  princes  in  the  province  of 
Hadraniaut.  However,  as  thcfe  countries  are  interfecled  by  large  ranges  of  mountains, 
the  mountains  are  occupied  by  independent  Schiechs. 

But,  although  fo  many  independent  chieftains  have  their  domains  interfperfed  through 
the  territories  of  thofe  fevcral  fovereigns,  yet  nothing  of  the  feudal  form  of  government 
appears  here.  The  Schiechs  pofitfs  no  fiefs  ;  they  have  only  a  fort  of  property  in  the 
perfons  of  the  people  of  their  feveral  tribes.  Even  thofe  who  feem  to  be  tributary 
lubjefts  to  the  princes  within  whofe  dominions  they  dwell,  are  not  aclually  fo.  They 
remain  independent  ;  and  the  tribute  which  they  pay  is  nothing  but  a  tithe  for  the  ufc 
of  the  land  of  which  they  are  in  fome  fort  farmers.  Such  are  the  Sctiechs  fettled  in 
Syria,  Egypt,  aod  over  all  Mount  Atlas. 

A  nation  of  this  charaftcr  cannot  readily  fmk  into  a  fervile  fiibjection  to  arbitrary 
power.  Defpotifm  would  never  have  been  known,  even  in  the  ilighteft  degree,  in 
Arabia,  had  it  net  been  for  tlicocracy,  the  ufual  fource  of  it.  The  Imams  being  reputed 
fucceffors  of  Mahomet,  and  his  defcendants,  and  being  acknowledged  both  as  temporal 
and  fpiritual  heads  within  their  dominions,  have  thus  found  means  to  abufe  the  fimpli- 
city  of  their  fubjcdts,  and  to  enlarge  their  authority.  Neverthelefs,  the  genius  of  the 
people,  their  cultoms,  and  even  their  religion,  are  all  inimical  to  the  progrefs  of  def- 
potifm, and  concur  to  chock  the  Imams  in  the  exercife  of  their  power. 

The  idea  of  forming  republican  governments  feems  never  to  have  occurred  to  the 
Ar  bians.  This  form  is  not  a  necellary  confequence  of  the  primitive  condition  of  man- 
kind. It  mud  have  originated  among  people  whofe  patience  was  exhauiled  by 
the  outrages  of  arbitrary  power  ;  or  fometimes,  perhaps,  from  the  fortuitous  concourfe 
of  perfons  not  connected  by  the  ties  of  family  relation.  The  united  ftates  of  Hafchidu 
Bekil  arc  not  fo  much  a  federative  republic,  as  an  afibciation  of  fevcral  petty  princes, 
for  the  purpofe  oi  mutual  defence  againft  their  common  enemies.  Their  government 
refcmbles  that  of  the  German  empire,  not  the  States  of  Switzerland,  or  the  United 
Provinces.  Concerning  the  pretended  republic  of  Brava,  upon  the  caftern  coaft  of 
Africa,  little  certain  is  knowai.  There  is  ground  for  thinking  that  it  likcwife  is  merely 
a  confederation  among  the  Arabian  Schiechs  in  that  country. 

The  colony  of  Jews,  who  occupy  a  diltrid  in  the  province  of  Hedjas,  are  governed 
by  a  hereditary  independent  Schiech.  Having  been  for  ages  divided  from  their  covmtry- 
men,  they  have  adopted  that  form  of  government  which  they  faw  prevalent  among  their 
immediate  neighbours. 

This  multiplicity  of  petty  fovereigns  occafions  feveral  inconveniences  to  the  people  in 
general.  Wars  cannot  but  fiequently  arife  among  dates  whofe  territories  are  fo  inter- 
mingled together,  and  whole  fovereigns  have  fuch  a  variety  of  jarring  intcrclls  to 
manage.  But,  happily,  thefe  quarrels  arc  fcarcely  ever  produdtive  of  very  fatal  con- 
fequences.  An  army  of  a  thoufand  Arabs  will  take  to  flight,  and  think  themfclves 
routed,  if  they  lofo  but  feven  or  eight  of  their  number.  Thus,  are  thefe  contells  termi- 
nated as  eafdy  as  excited. 

No  doubt  fuch  a  multitude  of  nobles  and  petty  princes,  whofe  numbers  are  continually 
incrcafed  by  polygamy,  nuifl  have  an  unfavourable  intluence  upon  the  general  happhiefs 
of  the  people.     It  flrikcs  one  with  furprile,  to  fee  the  Arabs,  in  a  country  fo  rich  and 
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fertile,  uncomfortably  lodged,  indifferently  fed,  ill  clothed,  and  dellitute  of  almoft  all 
the  conveniences  of  life.     But  the  caufes  fully  account  for  the  effecls. 

The  poverty  of  the  wandering  Arabs  is  plainly  voluntary.  They  prefer  liberty  to 
wealth,  paftoral  fimplicity  to  a  life  of  conilraint  and  toil,  wnich  might  procure  them  a 
greater  variety  of  gratifications.  Thofe  Uving  in  cities,  or  employed  in  the  cultivation 
of  the  land,  are  kept  in  poverty,  by  the  exorbitancy  of  the  taxes  exadled  from  them.  The 
whole  fubftanceof  the  people  is  confumed  in  the  fupport  of  their  numerous  princes  and 
priefts.  The  inflance  of  the  territory  of  Zebid,  which  I  adduced  in  my  account  of  that 
dt)'',  fhews  that  the  hufbandman  cannot  bear  fuch  cxcefllve  impofts  without  being  re- 
duced to  mifery. 

One  general  caufe  of  the  impoverifliment  of  Arabia  is,  no  doubt,  its  having  ceafed  to 
be  the  channel  of  the  trade  with  India,  fmce  the  difcovery  of  the  paflage  by  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope.  Yet,  if  the  lands  were  better  cultivated,  this  country  might,  without  the 
aid  of  foreign  trade,  afford  fufficient  refources  to  fupply  all  its  inhabitants  with  abun- 
dance of  the  neceffaries  and  common  conveniences  of  life. 

OF    THE    PROVINCE    OF    HKDJAS. 

Chap.  LXIII.  —  Of  the  general  Appearance  of  ibis  Province,  and  of  fame  of  the  Towns 

in  it. 

HEDJAS  is  bounded  on  the  eaft  fide  by  Nejed  ;  on  the  north  by  the  defart  of 
Sinai ;  on  the  fouth  by  Yemen  ;  and  on  the  weft;  by  the  Arabic  Gulf.  Its  interior 
limits  I  cannot  pretend  to  know  diftiindtly,  having  fecn  only  the  fea  coall :  whatever  I 
may  mention  concerning  the  other  parts,  is  entirely  from  hearfay. 

By  what  I  have  heard,  this  diftirid  bears  an  entire  refemblance  to  Yemen.  From  the 
fea  fhore,  a  plain,  varying  in  breadth,  ftretches  backwards  to  the  bottom  of  a  chain  of 
mountains,  running  in  a  direction  parallel  to  the  Red  Sea.  This  plain,  like  Tehama, 
is  entirely  fandy  and  barren,  with  the  exception  only  of  the  openings  of  the  valleys, 
which  may  be  watered  by  torrents  from  the  mountains. 

The  highlands  of  Hedjas  produce  abundance  of  fruits,  and  other  commodities  of 
various  kinds  :  Yet  I  have  not  heard  coffee  mentioned  among  their  produftions.  Balm 
of  Mecca  comes  from  thofe  lofty  regions,  and  chiefly  from  the  extenfive  mountain  of 
Safra,  which  is  a  three  days  journey  dift;ant  from  the  Arabic  Gulf. 

This  barren  plain  cannot  be  populous.  1  have  mentioned  already,  that  I  could  fee  no 
towns  or  villages  in  my  paffage  from  Suez  to  Loheia.  I  have  defcribed  Jambo, 
Jidda,  and  Ghunfude,  the  only  towns  or  harbours  on  all  this  extenfive  coaft:. 
The  other  villages,  that  may  be  thinly  fcattered  here  and  there,  are  too  few  and  too 
paltry  to  merit  notice. 

In  the  interior  parts  of  this  country,  I  could  difcover  no  confiderable  city,  except  Taaif, 
fituate  upon  a  lofty  mountain,  in  fo  agreeable  a  country,  that  the  Arabs  compare  its 
environs  to  thofe  of  Damafcus  and  Sana.  This  city  fupplies  Jidda  and  Mecca  with  ex- 
cellent fruits,  particularly  raifins,  and  carries  on  a  confiderable  trade  in  almonds,  which 
grow  in  great  plenty  in  its  territories. 

There  are  fome  towns,  of  no  great  confequence,  belonging  to  the  Schiech  of  the  tribe 
of  Harb.  I  was  alfo  told  of  a  charming  valley,  called  Wadi  Fatima,  between  Mecca  and 
Medina,  which  Mahomet  gave  for  dowry  to  his  favourite  daughter  Fatima,  and  which  is 
prefently  poffeffed  by  the  Dani  Barkad,  a  younger  branch  of  the  reigning  family  of 
Mecca,  and  confequently  defcendants  from  that  princefs. 

The 
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The  curiofities  of  Mecca  and  Medina,  the  two  capitals  of  Hedjas,  are  fo  numerous, 
that  each  of  thefe  cities  mull  be  confidered  in  a  chapter  by  itfelf. 

Chap.  LXIV.  —  Of  the  Power  of  the  Turks  in  Hedjas. 

THK  grand  fignior  llyles  himfelf  fovereign  of  Hedjas  ;  and  our  geographers,  upon 
die  faith  of  that  empty  title,  reprei'ent  this  part  of  Arabia  as  a  province  of  the  Turkifh 
empire.  But,  the  authority  of  the  Sultan  is  here  nothing  but  a  mere  fhadow,  which 
the  yVrabs  would  long  fmce  have  annihilated,  if  they  had  not  found  their  intereft  in 
prcferving  it. 

Notwithflimding  the  lofty  pretenfions  of  the  grand  fignior,  his  power  in  Arabia  con- 
fifls  folcly  in  a  few  flender  prerogatives.  He  fends  yearly  caravans  to  Mecca,  with 
troops  to  proteft  them,  that  are  often  obliged  to  make  their  way  by  force  of  arms. 
Like  any  other  powerful  fovereign,  when  he  choofes  to  opprefs  a  weak  neighbour,  he 
can  depofe  the  reigning  Sherriffe,  and  exalt  another,  while  his  caravan  lords  it  at 
Mecca.  He  fends  a  Pacha  to  Jidda,  who  (hares  the  government  of  this  city  with  the 
Sherifte,  but  who  dares  neither  go  to  the  feat  of  his  government,  nor  return  from  it, 
unlefs  when  he  can  be  proteded  by  the  great  caravan.  LalHy,  the  Arabs  fuffer  the 
Turkilh  fovereign  to  m'aintain,  for  the  fecurity  ot  the  pilgrims,  and  in  order  to  guard 
the  wells,  ^a  few  janizaries,  cooped  up  in  fome  wretched  towers. 

The  revenues  which  he  draws  from  this  pretended  province  are  proportionate  to  his 
power  in  it.  The  Sultan  divides  with  the  Sherriffe  the  duties  paid  at  the  cuftom-houfe 
of  Jidda.  But,  the  revenue  thus  obtained,  is  not  fufficient  to  defray  the  expences  of 
the  Pacha's  houfehold.  A  Turk,  therefore,  thinks  himfelf  difgraced  when  nominated 
to  this  fine  government,  and  is  unhappy  till  he  be  recalled. 

If  the  Arabs  did  not  receive,  every  year,  large  fums  of  money,  and  other  advantages 
of  all  forts  from  the  Sultan,  they  would  long  fmce  have  expelled  this  handful  of  Turks 
from  their  country.  The  Sultan  allows  large  penfions  to  all  the  Sherriffes,  and  to  the 
principal  nobility  of  Hedjas,  as  guardians  of  the  facred  family.  With  thefe  penfions, 
and  the  freight  of  four  or  five  large  veflels,  which  he  fends  every  year  to  Jidda,  laden 
with  provifions,  he  fupports  almolt  all  the  inhabitants  of  Mecca  and  Medina.  During 
the  whole  time,  while  the  pilgrims  remain  in  the  city  of  Mecca,  as  much  water  as  two 
thoufand  camels  can  bear  is  daily  diikibuted  gratis ;  not  to  ipeak  of  the  vaft  num- 
ber of  prefents  with  which  he  adorns  the  Kaba,  and  gratifies  the  defcendants  of 
Mahomet. 

The  principal  Arabs  likewife  gain  by  the  many  pious  foundations  cllabliflied  by  the 
Sultans,  or  by  opulent  private  perfons  among  the  Turks,  at  diilerent  holy  places, 
"i'hrough  all  the  cities  of  the  Ottoman  empire  are  kan.s,  baths,  and  houfes  belonging 
to  the  Kaba.  Some  perfons,  to  fecure  their  property,  after  their  deceafe,  from  the 
rapacity  of  defpotifm,  bequeath  it,  failing  their  own  family,  to  the  mofque  at  Mecca. 
The  revenues  of  this  mofque,  and  of  the  Kaba,  are  Ihared  between  the  Sherriffe  and 
the  chief  nobility  of  Hedjas.  Thefe  Arabs  would  therefore  endanger  their  hicome,  if 
they  offered  to  break  off  an  apparent  dependence,  which  flatters  the  Sultan's  vanity, 
without  alletting  their  liberty. 

The  Sultan  no  longer  commands  refped  upon  the  Arabic  Gulf.  Poffelling  only 
a  precarious  authority  over  Kgypt,  and  having  but  a  poor  navy,  he  cannot  hinder  the 
Arabs  from  plundering-  'furkifh  lliips,  wliencver  thefe  approach  fo  near  to  the  Ihores 
as  to  fall  into  their  hands,  nor  yet  jninilh  fuch  ads  of  infolent  j^iracy. 

Chap... 
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Chap.  LXV.—Oftbe  Sberriffe  of  Mecca. 

SHERRIFFE,  as  I  have  already  had  cccafion  to  remark,  is  the  title  of  the  dcfcend- 
ants  of  Mahomet  by  Haflaa  ibn  Ali.  Although  this  branch  of  the  polterity  of  Maho- 
met have  never  attained  to  the  dignities  of  Caliph  or  hnani,  they,  however,  appear  to 
have  alwavs  enjoved  the  fovereignty  over  mod  of  the. cities  in  fledjas. 

The  deicendants  ofHafl'an  ibn  Ali  are  now  divided  into  fcveral  branches,  of  which 
the  family  of  Ah  Bunemi,  confiding  at  Icaft  of  three  hundred  individuals,  enjoy  the  fole 
right  to  the  throne  of  Mecca.  The  Ah  Bunemi  are,  again,  fubdivided  into  two  fabor- 
dinate  branches,  Darii  Sajid,  and  Darii  Barkad ;  of  whom  fometimes  the  one,  fome- 
times  the  other,  have  given  fovereigns  to  Mecca  and  Medina,  when  thefe  M'ere  feparate 
ftates. 

Not  only  is  the  Turkifli  Sultaii  indifferent  about  the  order  ef  fucceffio'.  in  his  family, 
but  he  feems  even  to  foment  the  dilVentions  which  arile  among  thera,  aiid  favours  the 
Itrongefl:,  merely  that  he  may  weaken  them  all.  As  the  order  of  fucceflion  is  not 
determinately  fixed,  and  the  Sherriflfes  may  all  afpire  alike  to  the  fovereign  power,  this 
uncertainty  of  right,  aided  by  the  intrigues  of  the  Turkifli  ofF.cers,  occafions  frequent 
revolutions.  The  grand  Sherriffe  is  feldom  able  to  maintiiin  himfelf  on  the  throne ; 
and  it  flill  feldomer  happens  that  his  reign  is  not  diiturbed  by  the  revolt  of  his  ncareft 
relations.  There  have  been  iuftances  of  a  nephew  fucceeding  iiis  uncle,  an  uncle  fuc- 
ceeding  his  nephew ;  and  fometimes  of  a  perfon,  from  a  remote  branch,  coming  in  the 
room  of  the  reigning  prince  of  the  ancient  houfe. 

When  I  was  in  Arabia,  in  1763,  the  reigning  Sherriffe  Mefad  had  fitten  fourteen 
years  on  the  throne,  and  duruig  all  that  period,  had  been  conlinuallv  at  war  v/ith  the 
neighbouring  Arabs,  and  with  his  owTi  nearefl  relations  fometimes.  A  few  years  before, 
the  Pacha  of  Syria  had  depofed  him,  and  raifed  his  younger  brother  to  tlie  fovereiga 
dignity  in  his  flead.  But,  after  the  departure  of  the  caravan,  Jafar,  the  new 
Sherriffe,  not  being  able  to  maintain  himfelf  on  the  throne,  was  obliged  to  refign  the 
fovereignty  again  to  Mefad.  Achmet,  the  fecond  brother  of  the  Sherriffe,  who  was 
much  beloved  by  the  Arabs,  threatened  to  attack  Mecca  while  we  were  at  Jidda.  We 
were  foon  after  informed  of  the  termination  of  the  quarrel,  and  of  Achmet's  return  to 
~Mecca,  where  he  continued  to  Uve  peaceably  in  a  private  character. 

Thefe  examples  fhew,  that  the  MufTulmans  obferve  not  the  law  which  forbids  them 
to  bear  arms  againft  their  holy  places.  An  Egyptian  Bey  even  prefumed,  a  few  years 
fmce,  to  plant  fome  fraall  cannons  within  the  compafs  oi  the  Kaba,  upon  a  fmail  tower, 
from  which  he  fired  over  that  facred  manfion,  upon  the  palace  of  Sherriffe  Mefad,  with 
whom  he  was  at  variance. 

The  dominions  of  the  Sherriffe  comprehend  the  cities  of  Mecca,  Medina,  Jambo, 
Taaii,  Sadie,  Ghunfude,  Hali,  and  thirteen  others  lefs  confiderable,  all  fituatein  Hedjas. 
Near  Taaif  is  the  lofty  mountain  of  Gazvan,  which,  according  to  Arabian  authors,  is 
covered  with  fnow  and  frofl  in  the  midll  of  fumin^^r.  As  thefe  dominions  are  neither 
opulent  nor  extenfive,  the  revenue  of  their  Sovereign  cannot  be  confiderable. 

He  finds  a  rich  refource,  however,  on  the  imports  levied  on  pilgrims,  and  in  the 
gratuities  offered  him  by  MuHulman  mnnarchs.  Every  pilgrim  pays  a  tax  of  from  ten 
to  an  hundred  crowns,  in  proportion  to  his  ability.  The  great  Mogul  remits  annually 
fixty  thoufand  roupees  to  the  Sherrifle,  by  an  atlignment  upon  the  government  of  Surar. 
liideed,  fince  the  Englifh  made  themielves  mailers  of  this  city,  and  the  territory 
belout^'ag  to  it,  the  Nabob  of  Surat  has  no  longer  been  able  to  pay  the  fum.     The 
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Sherriffe  once  demanded  it  of  the  Englifli,  as  the  pofTeflbrs  of  Surat;  and,  till  ihey 
ihould  fatlsfy  him,  forbade  their  captains  to  leave  the  port  of  Jidda.  But  the  Enghfh 
difregarding  this  prohibition,  the  Sherriiie  complained  to  the  Ottoman  Porte,  and  they 
communicated  his  complaints  to  the  Englifli  ambaflador.  He  at  the  fame  time  opened 
a  negociation  with  the  nominal  Nabob,  who  refides  in  Surat.  But  thefe  fteps  proved 
all  fruitlefs  ;  and  the  Sovereign  of  Mecca'  feems  not  likely  to  be  ever  more  benefited  by 
the  contribution  from  India. 

The  power  of  the  Sherriffe  extends  not  to  fpiritual  matters.  Thefe  are  entirely 
managed  by  the  heads  of  the  clergy,  of  different  fefts,  who  are  refident  at  Mecca. 
Rigid  Muffulmans,  fuch  as  the  Turks,  are  not  very  favourable  in  their  fentiments  of 
the  Sherriffes,  but  fufped  their  orthodoxy,  and  look  upon  them  as  fecrctly  attached  to 
the  tolerant  fed  of  the  Zeidi. 

Chap.  LXVl.  —  Of  the  City  of  Mecca. 

THIS  city  is  fituate  in  a  dry  and  barren  trad  of  country,  a  full  day's  journey  from 
Jidda.  A  few  leagues  beyond  it,  nearer  the  highlands,  however,  abundance  of  excel- 
lent fruits  is  to  be  found.  In  the  fummer  months,  the  heat  is  exceffive  at  Mecca  ;  and 
to  avoid  and  moderate  it  as  much  as  poffible,  the  inhabitants  carefully  fliut  their  win- 
dows and  water  the  ftreets.  There  have  been  inftances  of  perfons  fuffocated  in  the 
middle  of  the  ftreets  by  the  burning  wind  called  Samoum  or  Samiel. 

As  a  great  part  of  the  firft  nobility  in  Hedjas  Uve  at  Mecca,  the  buildings  are  better 
here  than  in  any  other  city  in  Arabia.  Among  its  elegant  edifices  the  moft  remarkable 
is  the  famous  K.aba,  or  houfe  of  God,  which  was  held  in  high  veneration  by  the  Arabians, 
even  before  the  days  of  Mahomet. 

My  curiofity  would  have  led  me  to  fee  this  facred  and  fingular  ftruClure  ;  but  no 
Chriftian  dares  enter  Mecca.  Not  that  there  is  any  fuch  exprefs  prohibition  in  the 
laws  of  Mahomet,  or  that  liberal  minded  Mahometans  could  be  offended ;  but  the 
prejudices  of  the  people  in  general,  with  refpeft  to  the  fanctity  of  the  place,  make  them 
think  that  it  would  be  profaned  by  the  feet  of  infidel  Chriftians.  They  even  perfuade 
themfelves,  that  Chrifl:i;ms  are  reftraincd  from  approaching  it  by  a  fupernatural  power. 
They  tell  of  an  infidel,  who  audacioufly  advanced  within  fight  of  Mecca,  but  was  there 
attacked  by  all  the  dogs  of  the  city,  and  was  fo  ftruck  with  the  miracle,  and  with  the 
auguft  afpedt  of  the  Kaba,  that  he  immediately  became  INIuffuIman. 

There  is  therefore  ground  for  the  prefumption,  that  all  the  Chriftians  of  Europe, 
who  defcribe  Mecca  as  eye  witneffes,  have  been  renegadocs  who  have  efcapcd  from 
Turkey.  A  recent  example  confirms  this  fufpicion.  Upon  a  promife  of  being  fuffered 
to  adhere  to  his  religion,  a  French  furgeon  was  prevailed  with  to  attend  the  Emir  Hadgi 
to  Mecca,  in  the  quality  of  his  phyfician.  But  he  had  not  proceeded  fiir,  when  he  was 
forced  to  fubmit  to  circumcifion,  and  then  fuffered  to  continue  his  journey. 

Although  the  Mahometans  permit  not  Europeans  to  vifit  Mecca,  they  make  no  dif- 
ficulty of  defcribing  the  Kaba  to  them.  I  even  obtained  at  Kahira  a  drawing  of  that 
holy  place,  which  I  had  afterwards  an  opportunity  of  correfting,  from  another  draught 
by  a  Turkifti  painter.  This  painter  gained  his  livelihood  by  making  fuch  draughts  of 
the  Kaba,  and  felling  them  to  pilgrims. 

To  judge  from  thofe  defigns,  and  from  the  relations  of  many  Muffulmans  of  fuf- 
ficient  veracity,  the  Kaba  muft  be  an  awkward  (hapelefs  building  ;  a  fort  of  fquare  tower 
it  is,  covered  on  the  top  with  a  piece  of  black  gold  erabroidertd  filk  ftuff.     This  ftufF 
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Is  wrought  at  Kahira,  and  c'lrntred  every  year  at  the  expcnce  of  the  Turkiih  Suhan. 
The  gutters  upon  this  building  ^rf  of  puro  gold. 

What  feenis  to  be  moft  magnihcent  about  this  facred  edifice,  is  the  arcades  around 
the  fquare  in  -wliich  the  Knba  Ibnd^.  They  fpenk,  in  terms  of  high  admiration,  of  a 
valt  number  of  lamps  and  candle! ticks  of  gold  and  Idver,  with  which  thole  arcades 
;u-e  illuminated.  However,  even  by  thefe  accounts,  in  which  the  truth  is  apparently 
exaggerated,  tlie  riches  of  the  Kaba  are  far  from  equal  in  value  to  what  is  difplayed  in 
feme  Catholic  churches  in  FAirope. 

In  the  Kaba  is  particularly  one  fingular  relic,  which  is  regarded  w  irh  extreme  vene- 
ration. This  is  the  famous  black  ilone,  faid  to  hive  been  brought  by  the  an^^cl  Gabriel 
in  order  to  the  conilruction  of  that  edihce.  The  (lone,  according  to  the  account  of 
the  clergy,  was  at  firll,  of  a  bright  wiiite  colour,  fo  as  even  to  dazzle  the  eyes  at  the 
diftance  of  four  days  journey  ;  but  it  wept  ib  long  and  fo  abundantly  for  tlie  fms  of 
mankind,  that  it  became  at  length  opaque,  and  at  lafl  abiolutely  black.  This  Rone,  of 
fo  companionate  a  charaQer,  every  Muifulman  nmfl  kifs,  or  at  leaft  touch,  every  time 
he  goes  round  the  Kaba.  Neither  the  ft  one  of  Abraham,  nor  that  of  Ifmael,  receives  the 
fame  honours  ;  pilgrims  are  not  obliged  either  to  vifit  or  to  kifs  them. 

The  Arabs  venei>ite  the  Kaba,  as  having  been  bu'lt  by  Alnaham,  and  having  been  his 
houfe  of  prayer.  Within  the  fame  inclofure  is  the  well  of  Zemzem,  valued  for  the 
excellence  of  its  water,  and  no  lefs  for  its  miraculous  origin.  Hagar,  when  baniflied  by 
her  mafter,  fet  little  Ifmael  down  here,  while  fhe  fliould  find  fome  water  to  quench  his 
third:.  Returning,  after  an  uniuccefsful  fearch,  fhe  was  furprifed  to  fee  a  fpring 
burfting  up  from  the  ground  between  the  child's  legs.  That  fpring  is  the  prefent  well 
of  Zemzem. 

Another  ornament  of  the  Kaba,  is  a  row  of  metal  pillars  furrounding  it.  Thefe  pil- 
lars are  joined  by  chains,  on  which  hang  a  vaft  number  of  filver  lamps.  The  porticos 
or  arcades  above  mentioned  are  defigned  to  proted  the  pilgrims  from  the  torrid  heat  of 
the  day.  They  anfwer  likewifc  another  purpofe ;  for  the  merchants,  of  whom  great 
numbers  accompany  the  caravans,  expofe  their  wares  for  fale  under  thofe  arcades. 

The  Mahometans  have  fuch  high  ideas  of  the  fanftity  of  Mecca,  that  they  fuppofe  it 
to  extend  even  to  the  environs  of  the  city.  Its  territory  is  reputed  facred  to  a  certain 
diftance  round,  which  is  indicated  by  marks  fet  for  this  purpofe.  Every  caravan  find 
one  of  thofe  marks  on  their  way,  which  warns  the  pilgrims  to  put  on  the  modeft  garb 
which  it  becomes  them  to  wear  on  that  facred  ground. 

Chap.  LXVII.  —  Of  the  Pilgrimage  of  the  Miijfiilmatis. 

EVERY  MuiTulman,  it  is  vv'ell  known,  is  obliged,  once  m  his  life,  to  vifit  Mecca,  and 
perform  ads  of  devotion  in  the  facred  places.  If  this  law  were  ftriclly  obferved,  the 
concourfe  of  pilgrims  would  be  inmenfe  ;  nor  could  the  city  contain  fuch  crowds  from 
every  country  in  which  the  Mahometan  reli';ion  has  been  introduced.  It  may  be 
prefumed,  therefore,  that  none  but  fuch  as  are  more  than  ordinarily  devout  difcharge 
this  duty. 

Thofe,  indeed,  whofe  circum Ranees  do  not  admit  of  their  undertaking  fo  diRant  a 
journey,  are  allowed  to  hire  a  perfon  lo  p-rform  it  for  them.  But  a  pilgrim,  in  this 
charrfter,  can  adt  for  no  more  than  one  perfon  at  the  fame  time ;  and,  to  prevent 
impoRur-,  he  muR  bring  back  a  formal  atteRation  from  an  Im-m  in  Mecca,  bearing, 
that  he  has  adually  performed  the  appointed  devotional  exercifwS  in  the  holy  placef=, 
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in  the  name  of  fuch  a  perfon,  living  or  dead  ;  for,  even  after  the  death  of  a  man,  who, 
during  his  life,  negleded  the  fulfilling  of  this  point  of  the  law,  the  duty  may  ftill  be  dif- 
charged  in  his  name,  and  for  his  benefit.  I  have  fometimcs  met  with  pilgrims  by  pro- 
feflion,  who  had  been  ill  paid  by  their  employers,  and  were  obliged  to  alk  alms. 

Few  as  the  caravans  are,  in  proportion  to  the  numbers  of  the  Mulfulmans,  even  thofe 
few  are  compofed,  in  great  part,  of  perfons  who  go  upon  other  motives  than  devotion ; 
fuch  as  merchants,  who  think  this  the  fafeft  opportunity  for  the  conveyance  of  their 
goods,  and  the  moft  favourable  for  the  fale  of  them  ; — purveyors  of  all  forts,  who 
furnifh  the  pilgrims  with  neceflaries  ;  and  foldiers,  paid  by  the  caravan  for  cfcorting 
them.  From  tliis  it  happens,  that  many  perfons  have  fecn  Mecca  fcveral  times,  with- 
out ever  vifiting  it  upon  any  but  views  of  interefl:. 

The  mofl;  confiderable  of  thefe  caravans  is  that  of  Syria,  commanded  by  the  Pacha 
of  Damafcus.  At  a  certain  diftance  from  Mecca,  it  joins  that  from  Egypt,  whicii  is 
the  fccond  in  numbers,  and  is  conduced  by  a  Bey,  who  takes  the  title  of  Emir  Hadgi. 
A  third  comes  from  Yemen;  and  a  fourth,  ftill  fmaller  in  number,  from  the  country  of 
Eachfa.  A  few  pilgrims  come  by  the  Red  Sea,  and  from  the  Arabian  fettlements  on  the 
coafl:  of  Africa.  The  Perfians  join  that  which  is  from  Bagdad,  and  is  conducted  by  the 
Pacha.     His  port  is  lucrative  ;   for  he  fqueezes  large  fums  from  the  Perfian  heretics. 

When  giving  an  account  of  what  I  faw  on  board  our  veflel,  in  the  pafiage  between 
Suez  and  Jidda,  I  had  occafion  to  fpeak  of  the  Ihhram,  and  of  the  place  where  pilgrims 
are  obliged  to  aflume  that  garb  of  humility.  I  may  add,  that  they  mud  proceed  with- 
out delay  to  Mecca,  as  foon  as  they  arrive  oh  the  border  of  the  facred  territory.  A 
Greek  renegado,  who  had  come  in  our  company  from  Suez,  was  difpofed  to  reft  for 
fome  time  at  Jidda ;  but  the  reproaches  which  he  found  thrown  out  upon  him,  for  fuch 
an  inftance  of  indifference  about  the  objett  of  his  journey,  obliged  him  to  fet  off  for 
Mecca  fooner  than  was  favourable  to  the  ftate  of  his  bufinefs  in  Jidda. 

Befides,  it  is  truly  advantageous  to  a  pilgrim  to  hafte  forward  to  the  holy  places.  If 
he  has  not  been  prcfent  from  the  conunenccment,  at  the  celebration  of  all  the  cere- 
monies, and  performed  every  appointed  act  of  devotion,  he  cannot  obtain  the  title  of 
Hadgi;  an  honour  much  coveted  by  the  Turks,  becaufe  it  confers  fubftantial  privileges, 
and  commands  refpect  to  thofe  who  bear  it.  The  rarity  of  this  title  in  Mahometan 
countries,  is  a  proof  how  negligently  the  law  enjoining  pilgrimage  is  obferved. 

A  fimilar  cuftom  prevails  among  the  Chriftians  in  the  eaft,  who  alfo  make  much  ado 
about  the  title  of  Hadgi  or  Mokdafi,  which  they  gave  to  pilgrims  of  their  conununion. 
In  order  to  acquire  this  title,  it  is  not  enough  for  a  perfon  to  go  in  pilgrimage  to  Jeru- 
falem  ;  he  mull  fpend  the  feafon  of  the  paflbver  in  that  city,  and  affift  at  all  the 
ceremonies  in  the  holy  weeks. 

Chap.  EX  VIII.  —  Of  the  City  of  Medina. 

ABOUT  a  day's  journey  diftant  from  the  port  of  Jambo  ftands  Medina,  a  ciiv  of 
moderate  extent,  furrounded  with  indifferent  walls,  and  fituate  in  a  fandv  plain.  It  be- 
longs to  the  Sherriffe  ot  Mecca,  but  has  of  late  been  governed  liy  a  fovercign  of  its  own, 
of  the  family  of  Darii  Barkad.  At  this  prefent  time,  the  Sherriffe  rules  it  by  a  Vizir, 
V  ho  muft  he  of  the  royal  family. 

Before  the  days  of  Mahomet,  this  city  was  called  Jathreb.  But  it  was  called  Medinet 
en  Nelibi,  the  City  of  the  Prophet ;  from  the  period  at  which  Mahomet,  upon  his 
expulfionout  of  Mecca  by  the  Koreifchltes,  took  refuge  hero,  and  continued  to  make  it 
the  place  of  his  rcfidence  for  the  reft  of  liis  life. 
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The  tomb  of  Mahomet  at  Medina  is  held  in  refpeft  by  the  Muffulmans  ;  but  they  are 
not  obliged  to  vifit  it  in  order  to  the  performance  of  any  devotional  exercifes  ;  only,  as 
the  caravans  from  Syria  neceflarily  pafs  near  by  Medina,  in  their  return  from  Mecc-i, 
they  turn  afide  to  behold  the  Prophet's  tomb. 

I  alfo  obtained  from  a  Turk  a  drawing  of  the  mofque  in  which  the  tomb  Rands.  It 
is  fituate  in  a  corner  of  the  great  fquare  ;  whereas  the  Kaba  is  in  the  middle  of  thefquare 
at  Mecca.  For  fear  that  the  people  might  fuperflitioufly  offer  worfhip  to  the  afhes  of 
the  Prophet,  the  tomb  is  inclofed  within  iron  rails,  and  is  only  to  be  fcen  by  looking 
through  thefe.  It  is  of  plain  mafon-work,  in  the  form  of  a  chefl  ;  and  this  is  all  the 
monument.  I  could  never  learn  the  origin  of  the  ridiculous  ftory,  which  has  been 
circulated  in  Europe,  concerning  vaft  magnets  faid  to  fupport  the  coffin  of  Mahomet  in 
the  air. 

This  tomb  is  placed  between  two  other  tombs,  in  which  refl  the  afhes  of  tlie  two  firfl 
Caliphs.  Although  not  more  magnificent  than  the  tombs  of  the  fovmders  of  moft  other 
mofques,  the  building  that  covers  it  is  hung  with  a  piece  of  filk  fluff  embroidered  with 
gold,  which  is  renewed  every  feven  years  by  the  Pacha  of  Damafcus. 

This  building  is  guarded  by  forty  eunuchs,  chiefly  for  the  fecurity  of  the  treafurc 
which  is  faid  to  be  kept  in  it.  This  treafure  confifls  chiefly  of  precious  flones,  the  offer- 
ings of  rich  MufTulmans.  But  there  was  evidently  fuch  a  mixture  of  fable  in  the  account 
I  received  of  it,  that  I  knew  not  what  to  think.  Several  refpeftable  Mahometans  ferioufly 
afTured  me,  that  the  philofopher's  flone,  or  a  large  quantity  of  powder  for  converting 
other  metals  into  fine  gold,  was  one  of  the  mofl  valuable  ardcles  of  that  treafure.  An 
eminent  Arabian  merchant  informed  me,  that  the  guard  was  pofled  for  no  other  purpofe 
but  to  keep  off  the  populace,  who  had  begun  to  throw  dirt  upon  the  tomb,  which  they 
afterwards  fcraped  off,  and  preferved  as  a  fort  of  relic. 

Chap.  LXIX.  —  Of  the  independent  Schiechs^  Arab  and  Jewijh. 

THE  highlands  of  Hedjas  are  pofTefTed  by  a  number  of  independent  fovereign  Schiechs- 
The  moft  powerfud  of  thefe  is  the  Schiech  of  the  tribe  of  Harb,  who  can  bring  two 
thoufand  men  into  the  field.     He  refides  in  the  city  of  Makfchousj^  and  his  domains, 
contain  feveral  cities,  and  a  number  of  villages. 

During  the  months  favourable  for  pafturage,  the  mofl  diftinguifhed  perfons  of  this 
tribe  live  in  tents  ;  in  the  reft  of  the  year,  they  inhabit  the  towns  and  villages.  The 
lower  clafs  live,  commonly  through  the  whole  year,  in  huts  thatched  with  grafs.  This 
principality  is  fituate  upon  the  mountains  between  Mecca  and  Medina. 

I  could  not  learn  either  the  names  or  the  fituation  of  the  territories  of  the  other  inde- 
pendent Schiechsin  this  province.  What  I  know  is,  that  they  all  live  with  their  fubjects 
in  towns  and  villages,  through  the  whole  year,  and  have  for  their  places  of  defence  fome 
caftleB  built  upon  precipitous  rocks.  They  fometimes  join  their  neighbours  to  attack 
the  Turkifh  caravans  ;  but  thefe  never  pafs  through  their  dominions. 

The  chief  of  the  tribe  of  Harb  is  the  perfon  who  chiefly  haraffes  the  caravans,  and 
lays  them  under  contribution.  Unlefs  the  Syrians  and  Eg)'ptians  pay  the  tribute  he 
demands,  for  permifTion  to  pafs  through  his  territories,  he  mufters  up  an  army  of  his 
own  fubjefts  and  his  neighbours,  all  of  whom  are  very  willing  to  pillage  a  caravauj 

The  moft  remarkable,  and  the  leaft  known  of  thofc  highland  communities,  is  that 
which  the  Jews  have  formed  upoH  the  mountains  lying  to  the  north  eaft  of  Medina. 
That  traft  of  country  is  called  Kheibar  ;  and  the  Jews  inhabiting  it  are  known  in  Arabia 
by  the  name  of  Beni  Kheibar.     They  have  independeat  Schiechs  of  their  own,  and  are 

divided 
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divided  into  three  tribes  ;  Bern  Miflead,  Beni  Schahan,  Beni  Anaefle.  .So  odious  are 
they  to  the  Mahometans,  who  accufe  them  of  pillaging  the  caravans,  that,  in  Syria,  the 
greateft  aflront  which  can  be  offered  a  man  is  to  call  him  Beni  Kheibar.  Thofe  robberies 
feem,  however,  to  be  unjuftly  imputed  to  them.  Some  Mahometans,  whom  I  cculd 
credit,  affured  me,  that  the  Jews  indeed  furniflied  auxiliaries  to  the  Arab  army,  wiiich 
had  lately  pillaged  the  caravan  from  Damafcus  ;  but,  that  the  authors  of  that  enterprife 
were,  the  Schiech  of  the  tribe  of  Harb  in  Hedjas,  and  he  of  the  tribe  of  Anaeffe 
in  Nejed. 

It  does  not  appear  that  the  Jews  of  Kheibar  keep  up  any  intercourfe  with  their  brethren 
who  are  difperled  over  Afia.  When  I  afked  the  Jews  in  Syria  concerning  them,  they 
told  me,  that  thofe  falfe  brethren  durfl;  not  claim  their  fellowfliip,  for  that  they  did  not 
obferve  the  law.  The  Beni  Kheibar  muft  therefore  be  of  the  fed  of  the  Karaites,., 
who  are  not  numerous,  and  are  much  difperfed  ;  and,  by  the  other  Jews,  who  are  in 
general  attached  to  the  fed  of  the  Pharifees,  are  ftill  more  detefled  than  the  Chriftians- 
or  Mahometans. 

The  name  of  Anaeffe  is  not  unlike  Hanaffi,  the  name  of  a  tribe  of  whom  Benjamin 
de  Tudela  fpeaks  as  being  his  countrymen.  It  alfo  has  a  confiderable  refemblance  to 
Baruc  Anzab,  a  race  of  Jews  who  gave  much  trouble  to  Mahomet  and  the  firfl  Caliphs. 
It  {hould  feem,  therefore,  that  this  branch  ot  the  Jews  muil  have  fubfilled  here  for  more 
than  twelve  centuries.  Barthema  was  the  firft  modern  that  made  mention  of  this  little 
ftate  of  independent  Jews,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Medina. 

The  circumflances  of  this  fettlement  have,  perhaps,  given  rife  to  the  fable  of  the  Sab- 
batical River.  Thefe  Jews  cannot  accompany  a  caravan,  becaufc  their  religion  permits 
them  not  to  travel  on  the  Sabbath.  Yet  the  country  which  they  inhabit  is  furrounded 
by  fuch  vaft  and  fandy  defarts,  that,  unlefs  with  a  caravan,  fo  feq^ueftered  a  tract  camiot 
be  fafely  either  entered  or  left.. 


05    YEMEN    IN    GENERAL.. 

Chap.  LXX.  —  Of  the  Boundaries  and  Subdivifwns  ofTemen. 

THIS  great  province,  comprehending  the  finefl:  and  mofl:  fertile  part  of  Arabia,  is 
furrounded  by  the  Arabic  Gulph,  and  by  the  provinces  of  Hadiamaut,  Nejed,  and 
Hedjas. 

Yemen  is  naturally  divided  into  two  parts,  differing  greatly  in  foil  and  climate.  That 
bordering  on  the  Arabic  Gulph  is  a  dry  and  fandy  plain,  nearly  two  days  journey  in 
breadth,  and  is  fcorched  by  the  mod  torrid  heats.  The  other,  extending  immediately 
beyond  this,  is  a  high-lying  country,  full  of  precipitous,  yet  fertile  hills,  and  enjoying  a 
much  more  temperate  air.  But,  thefe  circumflances  will  fall  properly  within  the  na- 
tural hiflory  of  Arabia  ;  and  I  am  here  fpeaking  only  of  its  political  divifions. 

Yemen  is,  like  the  reft  of  Arabia,  parcelled  out  among  a  number  of  different  fove- 
reigns  in  unequal  portions.  Some  of  them  are  princes  of  confiderable  power  j  but 
many  are  petty  Schiechs,  who  are,  however,  perfedly  independent. 

The  moft  confiderable  of  thofe  princes  is  the  Imam,  who  refides  at  Sana.  Having 
travelled  through  a  part  of  his  dominions,  and  by  confequence  acquired  particular 
knowledge  of  them,  I  ftiall  defcribe  them  in  a  feparate  article,  and  the  rather,  as  they 
extend  through  the  greater  part  of  Yemen.  At  prefent,  I  proceed  to  give  an  abftrad  of 
what  I  could  learn  conceriiing  the  reft  of  this  province.. 

The 
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The  indepeiulcnt  dates  of  Yemen,  bcfi  Je  the  dominions  of  the  Imam,  are,  as  I  learned 
from  perions  who  were  the  mofl  likely  to  be  accurately  informed, 

1 .  The  territory  of  Aden,  which  has  been  for  feme  time  governed  by  a  particular 
prince ; 

2.  The  principality  of  Kaukeban,  poflefled  by  a  Sejid  ; 

3.  Kobail,  or  Hai"chid-u-Bekil,  in  which  are  many  Schiechs,  united  in  a  fort  of  con- 
federation ; 

4.  The  principality  of  Abu  Arifch,  belonging  to  a  Sherriffe  ; 

5.  A  large  diilrict  between  Abu  Arifch  and  Hedjas,  inhabited  by  free  Bedouins  ; 

6.  The- territory  of  Khaulan,  under  the  dominion  of  its  own  Schiech  ; 

7.  The  territory  of  Sahan,  comprehending  the  principality  of  Saade,  which  belongs 
to  a  vSejid,  with  the  domains  of  fome  independent  Schiechs  ; 

8.  Nedsjeran  ; 

9.  Katchtan  ; 

10.  Nehhm  ; 

11.  Eafl;  Khaulan,  confiftingof  four  fmall  fovereignties,  under  the  government  of  as 
many  independent  Schiechs  ; 

12.  The  vafl;  country  of  Dsjof  or  Mareb,  governed  by  a  Sherriffe,  and  fome  inde- 
pendent Schiechs ; 

13.  The  territory  of  Jafa,  in  which  are  at  lead  three  independent  Schiechs. 

There  are  poflibly  feveral  other  fovereign  dates  in  Yemen,  which  might  be  too  fmall 
to  come  to  my  knowledge.  A  traveller,  who  fliould  only  ftop  a  fliort  time  on  his  way, 
could  not  readily  learn  the  names  of  all  the  petty  German  baronies.  What  I  know  cer- 
tainly, however,  as  having  witneffed  driking  enough  inllances  of  it,  is,  that  thofe  endlefs 
fubdivifions  of  territory,  among  fuch  a  multitude  of  petty  fovereigns,  are,  in  a  great 
meafure,  the  caufe  of  the  date  of  decline  in  which  Arabia  at  prefent  appears  :  fuch  a 
colle£tion  of  jarring  intereds  is  naturally  fatal  to  trade  and  indudry. 

Chap.  LXXI.  —  Of  the  Principality  of  Aden. 

THIS  fmall  date  is  bounded  on  the  fouth  by  the  Indian  Ocean;  on  the  wed  and  north 
by  the  dominions  of  the  Imam;  and  on  the  ead  by  the  country  of  Jafa.  It  formerly 
belonged  to  the  Imam;  but,  in  1730,  the  inhabitants  expelled  the  Imam's  governor, 
and  eleftcd  a  Schiech,  who  is  perfedly  independent. 

Aden,  an  ancient  and  celebrated  city,  gives  its  name  to  this  principality.  It  has  dill 
a  good  harbour,  although  much  declined  from  what  it  once  was.  Its  trade  is  now  tri- 
fling ;  for  the  fovereign  is  never  at  peace  with  his  neighbours.  Coffee  from  Jafa  is  the 
only  article  for  export  which  this  city  affords. 

Among  a  number  of  cities,  and  a  good  many  cadles  of  no  great  drength,  belonging 
to  this  fmall  date,  the  only  place  that  is  flill  in  any  degree  conliderable,  is  Lahadsje,  the 
feat  of  the  prefent  Schiech  Abd  ul  Kerim  el  Foddeli.  This  town  was  befieged  by  the 
famous  Abd  Urrab,  from  whom  it  fullered  confiderabiy.  Foddeli  is  a  narrow  diftrict, 
containing  a  city  and  feveral  villages,  known  from  its  having  been  the  original  feat  of 
the  reigning  family. 

'  Chap.  LXXII.  —  Of  the  Principality  of  Kaukeban. 

THE  country  bearing  this  name,  is  furrounded  almod  on  all  hands  by  the  dominions  of 
the  Imam  of  Sana  ;  only,  on  one  fide,  meeting  the  territory  of  the  confederated  Schiechs 
of  Hafchid-u-Bckil.     The  reigning  family  are  defcendaiits  from  Mahomet,  by  Hadi, 

Imam 
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Imam  of  Saade.  They,  for  feveral  ages,  poffefTed  confiderable  dominions  in  Yemen  ; 
and  retained  the  t'tle  of  Imam,  even  during  the  usurpation  of  the  Turks.  But  when 
this  nation  was  driven  out  of  Yemen  by  Khailem  el  Kebir,  that  illufbious  family  were 
obliged  to  yield  up  their  title  of  Imam  to  the  new  Arabian  conqueror,  and  to  content 
themfelves  with  that  of  Sidi  or  Scjid.  However,  they  ftill  retain  fovereign  authority- 
over  3  confiderable  territoiy. 

A  feries  of  thofe  fovereigns  was  communicated  to  me  ;  but  I  could  not  find  m.eans 
to  fatisfy  myfelf  of  its  authenticity.  The  reigning  prince,  in  1763,  was  Sejid  Achmet. 
He  had  feveral  fons  and  brothe-rs,  and  a  good  many  nephews. 

He  refides  at  Kaukeban,  a  fmail  unfordfied  town,  but  fituate  on  the  fummit  of  an 
almofl;  inaccefTible  mountain.  The  auut  of  the  reigning  prince  has  made  a  caufeway  be 
formed,  by  which  loaded  camels  can  now  advance  up  to  the  city. 

In  the  different  diflrifts  into  which  this  country  is  divided,  are  a  good  many  towTis 
and  villages,  mod  of  which  have  ca!!  les  or  c'tadels  upon  adjoining  hills.  Thefe  are  not 
uuueceflary  precautions  for  the  defence  of  thoib  petty  princes,  againfl  fo  pov/erful  a 
neigh.bour  as  the  Imam  of  Sana. 

Wad:  Laa  is  a  valley  ferule  in  coffee,  which  l.)elon.^sto  Sejid  Ibrahim,  brother  to  the 
reigning  Imam.     In  its  neighbourhood  are  Ibme  hot  mineral  fprings. 

Chap.  LXXIII.  —  Of  the  allied  Princes  of  Hafchid-u-Bckif. 

'IHE  cxtenfive  country  of  Hafchid-u-Bekil,  poflefled  by  a  number  of  confederated 
Schiechs,  is  properly  named  Bellad  el  Kobail,  the  country  of  the  highlanders  :  but  the 
other,  expreflive  of  the  confederacy,  is  the  name  by  which  it  is  more  commonly  known. 
It  extends  northward  as  far  as  to  the  Defart  of  Amofia  ;  on  the  foutli  and  the  eafl,  it  is 
bound'jd  by  the  dominions  of  the  Imam,  and  the  principality  of  Kaukeban;  weflward, 
it  meets  the  fovereign  ftate  of  Abu  Arifch.  The  republican  fpirit  prevails  fo  little 
through  Afia,  that  thefe  ftates  may  be  regarded  as  a  fmgulai-  political  phenomenon  in. 
the  eaft. 

This  highland  country  contains  many  Schiechs,  defcended  from  very  ancient  noble 
families,  each  of  whom  rules  within  his  own  domains  as  a  fovereign  prince.  Thefe 
Schiechs,  finding  themfelves  unable  to  make  feparately  any  fuccefsful  refiftance  to  a 
powerful  neighbour,  have  combined,  in  order  to  defend  themfelves  by  the  common 
force. 

It  \s  not  eafy,  even  in  Europe,  to  obtain  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  principles  of 
any  political  conflitution  ;  but  among  the  miftruftful,  fufpicious  inhabitants  of  the  eaft, 
fuch  a  thing  is  alir.olt  impoflible.  I  could  not  loam  upon  what  laws  nnd  conditions  the 
confederation  of  llafchid-u-Bekil  is  maintained.  All  I  know  is,  that  tlicy  choofe  a 
certain  number  of  chiefs,  and,  in  war,  fo  many  generals,  to  command  their  united  forces. 

Thefe  allied  princes,  and  their  fubjecls,  are  much  better  loldiers,  and  more  inclined 
to  war,  than  the  reft  of  the  Arabians.  The  Imam  of  Sana,  and  the  Sherriile  of  Mecca, 
entertain  each  feveral  regiments  of  thofe  highlanders,  and  pay  them  better  than  their 
other  troops.  They  muft  have  officers  of  their  own  nation  ;  and  the  Shiochs  ufually 
both  raife  the  reginc-nts,  and  nominate  the  officers.  For  this  reifon,  the  Imam  fears 
to  quarrel  with  the  confederates.  W^hen  they  go  to  war  with  the  Sovereign  of  Sana, 
their  countrymen  in  h  s  forvice  deferr  and  join  tlicni. 

A  tradition  which  fubfifts  concerning  their  conmion  origin,  may  have  been  the  caufe 
wh  ch  firft  gave  rife  to  the  confederation  among  thofe  Schiechs,  and  which  has  difpofed 
them  to  malntaiji  it  hitherto,     liafchid  aiid  Bekil,  whole  names  the  confederates  have 

alVumed^ 
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aflrmeJ,  were,  by  this  tradition,  brothers,  fons  of  one  Babrofcham,  by  a  prlncefs  called 
Nedsjema.  Babrofcham,  who  was  born  of  honourable  parents  in  Natolia,  after  fome 
romantic  adventures,  carried  off  that  princcfs,  who  was  daughter  to  the  King  of  Bithynia, 
and  fought  refuge  upon  thefc  mountains  of  Yemen  ;  where,  through  his  fons,  Hafchid 
and  Bekil,  he  became  the  anceflor  of  all  the  Shiechs  of  Bellad  el  Kobail  j  and  they 
accordingly  look  all  up  to  him  as  their  common  parent. 

It  is  certain,  however,  that  in  this  cotntry  are  Shiechs,  v.-hofe  families  can  be  traced 
farther  back  than  the  date  of  this  tale.  In  the  difi:ri£t  of  Kheivan,  and  in  the  city  of 
Beit  il  Toba,  refides  the  chief  of  the  family  of  Toba,  a  defcendant  from  the  ancient 
Arabian  raonarchs  of  this  name. 

I  was  told  of  fifty  of  thefe  independent  Schiechs,  fome  of  whom  poffefs  domains 
In  the  midft  of  the  Imam's  territories.     It  is  needlefs  to  put  dov/n  their  names. 

The  country  inhabited  by  thefe  confederates  is  of  various  degrees  of  fertility.  Some 
valleys,  which  produce  fruits  in  great  abundance,  are  interlperfed  among  the  hills  ; 
and  even  the  higher  grounds  are  cultivated  and  fertile. 

A  number  of  caftles  aie  fcattered  upon  the  heights ;  but  few  confiderable  villages 
are  to  be  feen.  The  town  of  Kheivan,  in  the  diftrift  of  the  fame  name,  is  remarkable 
■for  having  been  the  feat,  firft  of  the  Hamjare  Monarchs,  and  afterwards  of  the  Imams. 
Ruins  of  a  very  ancient  palace  are  (till  to  be  feen  there. 

In  fome  other  fmall  villages  are  feveral  monuments,  from  which  it  appears,  that 
before  the  Turkifh  conqueft,  a  great  part  of  Bellad  el  Kobail  was  under  the  dominion 
of  the  ancient  Imams. 

Chap.  LXTIY.— -Of  the  Principality  of  Abu  Arifch,  and  the  neighbouring  Bedouins. 

THE  principality  of  Abu  Arifch,  which  is  alfo  named  after  its  capital,  is  properly  a 
part  of  Tehama.  It  flretches  along  the  Arabic  Gulph,  northward  from  Loheya,  for 
the  fpace  of  two  degrees.  Like  the  reft  of  the  Tehama,  it  is  every  where  dry  and 
barren,  except  only  where  watered  by  the  rivers  from  the  mountainous  parts  of  Yemen. 

This  country  was,  not  long  fmce,  within  the  Imam's  dominions.  The  fovereigns 
of  Sana  ufually  entruft  the  government  of  their  provinces  to  none  but  perfons  of  mean 
birth ;  often  to  ilaves,  who  may  be  lefs  likely  than  the  Arab  nobles  to  afpire  at  inde- 
pendence. But  a  late  Imam  imprudently  appointed  a  Sherriffe,  named  Achmed,  to  the 
government  of  Abu  Arifch.  The  confequence  was,  that  this  Sherriffe  revolted  againft 
his  fovereign  ;  thus  juftifying  the  faying  among  the  Arabs,  that  the  pofterity  of 
Mahomet  have  all  a  thirft  for  fovereign  power. 

His  fon  Mahommed,  the  reigning  Sherriffe  of  Abu  Arifch,  has  hitherto  withflood 
all  the  efforts  of  the  Imam  to  reduce  him  to  his  obedience.  The  confederates  of  Haf- 
chid-u-Bekil  have  been  repeatedly  excited,  by  prefents  from  the  Imam,  to  attack  the 
Sherrifie ;  but  their  attacks  have  been  made  without  any  regular  concerted  plan  of 
conqueft.  Shiech  Mecrami  of  Nedsjeran  likewife  penetrated  into  this  country,  with  a 
Jmall  army,  in  two  fuccelTive  winters.  To  expel  this  enemy,  the  Sherriffe  levied  fix 
hundred  men  in  the  country  of  Hafchid-u-Bekil,  and  gave  him  battle  in  January  1763. 
The  Sherriffe  was  defeated,  with  the  lofs  of  fix  or  feven  men,  upon  which  he  fhut 
Jhimfelf  up  in  defpair,  in  his  palace.  But  Schiech  Mecrami  did  not  avail  himfelf  of  his 
viftory  -,  for  learning  that  the  Shiech  of  Kachtan  had  entered  Nedsjeran  in  his  abfence, 
he  haftened  home  to  the  defence  of  his  own  dominions. 

The  remarkable  places  in  the  piincipality  of  Abu  Arifch,  are  the  capital,  known  by 
the  fame  name,  which  is  encompafled  with  walls,  and  is  the  feat  of  the  Sherriffe  ;  and 
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the  town  and  harbour  of  Gezan,  a  day's  journey  from  Abu  Arifch.  This  province  of 
Gezan,  fituate  upon  the  Arabic  Gulph,  and  in  a  fertile  country,  carries  on  a  confi- 
derable  trade  in  fenna  ;  great  plenty  of  which  grows  in  the  circumjacent  territory  ;  and 
in  coffee,  which  is  brought  hither  from  the  mountains  of  Hafchid-u-Beldl.  It  has  a 
trade  likewife  with  the  ports  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  Arabic  Gulph  ;  but  has  no 
intercourfe  with  the  fubjccls  of  the  Imam.  A  few  towns,  and  feveral  large  villages, 
form  the  reft  of  this  principality. 

l"he  plain  extended  along  the  Arabic  Gulph,  for  the  fpace  of  a  degree,  from  the 
borders  of  Abu  Arifch  to  Hedjas,  is  occupied  by  a  tribe  of  free  Arabs,  called  Beni 
Halal.  Thefe  Bedouins  live  in  tents,  under  the  government  of  Shicchs.  They  are 
poor,  and  addicted  to  robbery,  as  I  have  already  obferved  in  the  account  of  our  journey 
from  Jidda  to  Loheia.  But  they  value  themfelves  on  their  courage,  and  glory  in 
bearing  pain  without  fhrinking. 

Thefe  Bedouins,  when  afked  what  religion  they  are  of,  call  themfelves  MufTulmans. 
But  their  neighbours,  not  crediting  this  account,  call  them  infidels,  and  accufe  them 
of  profefling  a  peculiar  religion,  the  followers  of  which  are  called  Mafaliks.  It  appears, 
indeed,  that  they  depart  widely,  in  feveral  points,  from  pure  Mahometifm  ;  their  cir- 
cumcifion  at  lead  is  totally  different.  It  may  be  thought,  that  thefe  wandering  Arabs, 
having  never  been  fubdued,  by  either  Mahomet  or  his  fucceflbrs,  have  retained  fome 
part  of  their  ancient  religion.  The  Muffulmans  confider  the  Bedouins,  in  general,  as 
fcarccly  orthodox,  and  reproach   them  as  not  being  true  believers. 

Thefe  Arabs  of  Beni  Halal  inhabit  a  barren  territory.  They  are  poor,  and  live  upon 
the  fcanty  produce  of  their  flocks. 

Chap.  LXXV.  —  Of  the  Territories  of  Scihan  and  Khaulan. 

THE  Arabs  call  the  mountainous  tracl  between  Hafchid-u-Bekil  and  Hedjas,  Sahan. 
This  tra£t  of  country  is  of  confiderable  extent,  and  produces  abundance  of  excellent 
fruits  of  all  kinds,  but  efpecially  grapes.  Iron  mines  have  alfo  been  difcovered  in  it, 
but  for  want  of  wood  have  not  been  wrought.  From  this  circumftance,  the  iron  in 
Yemen  is  both  dear  and  bad. 

Tlie  inhabitants  of  this  country,  efpecially  the  highlanders,  who  have  little  inter- 
courfe witli  ftrangers,  are  faid  to  fpeak  the  bcft  Arabic,  correfponding  more  entirely 
than  that  fpoken  any  where  elfe  with  the  language  of  the  Alcoran ;  although  at  the 
fame  time,  they  are  almofl:  abfolutcly  ftrangers  to  the  book. 

Thefe  people  differ  effcntially  in  their  manners  from  the  Arabs  in  the  cities  of  Yemen. 
They  feldom  take  more  than  one  wife  each.  Their  women  are  not  permitted  to  marry 
till  they  have  completed  their  fifteenth  year  ;  whereas  in  the  dominions  of  the  Imam, 
girls  are  married  at  the  age  of  nine  or  ten.  They  live  upon  meat,  honev,  milk,  and 
ibme  vegetables.  Their  country  aft'ords  plenty  of  thefe  articles.  By  this  fimple  mode 
of  living,  they  commonly  attain  to  a  verv  advanced  age,  retaining  the  perfect  ufe  of 
their  fight  to  the  lalt.  They  are  very  hofpiiable,  and  yet  rob  with  no  iefs  rapacitv,  when 
they  meet  with  travellers  not  embodied  in  a  caravan,  than  the  Bedouins  of  the  defart. 

In  this  country  are  many  independent  lordfliips.  The  principal  of  thefe  Is  Saade, 
In  the  poffeffion  of  Prince  Khaffem,  a  defcendant  from  Imam  Iladi,  of  the  fame  (lock 
as  the  prefent  royal  families  of  Kaukeban  and  Sana.  This  Prince  takes  alfo  the  title 
of  Imam  ;  but  his  principality  is  fo  fmall,  that  he  can  hardly  defend  himfelfagainft  the 
Schiechs  of  the  neighbouring  mountains. 
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At  Saade,  his  capital,  and  the  place  of  his  refidence,  is  a  cuftom  houfe,  which  bring?) 
him  a  confiderable  revenue.  All  goods  from  the  dominions  of  the  Imam  mud  pafs  this 
way  to  Nedsjcraii,  Kachtan,  or  Mecca  ;  and  high  duties  arc  exacted.  In  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  this  city  is  a  high  hill,  famous  as  being  the  pod  upon  which  a  prince  of  this 
ftate  fuftained  a  feven  years  fiege  by  the  Turks. 

A  part  of  the  great  defart  of  Amafia  lies  between  Saade  and  Hafchid-u-Bekil.  In 
the  middle  of  that  defart  is  Birket  Soidan,  the  only  place  where  travellers  can  halt  for 
refrefhment. 

The  fmall  dillricl:  of  Khaiilan,  which  comes  to  be  here  taken  notice  of,  and  which 
is  to  be  carefully  diflinguilhcd  from  that  of  the  fame  name  near  Sana,  lies  among  the 
mountains  weftward  from  Saade,  upon  the  road  from  Sana  to  Mecca,  four  days  journey 
from  Hali,  the  extreme  cify  upon  that  fide  of  the  Sherrifte's  territory.  It  has  likewife 
an  independent  Schicch.     This  is  all  that  I  could  learn  concerning  it. 

Chap.  LXXVI.  — Of  the  Principalities  of  Nedsjeran  and  Kachtan. 

NEDS JE RAN  is  fituate  in  a  pleafant  and  well  watered  country,  three  days  journey 
north-eafl  from  Saade.  This  narrow  territory  is  fertile  in  corn  and  fruits,  efpccially  in 
dates.  It  aiibrds  excellent  paiturage;  and  its  horfes  and  camels  are  in  high  requed 
through  all  Arabia. 

Its  prefent  Schiech,  whofe  name  is  Mecrami,  has  gained  a  very  high  reputation.  He 
is  faid  not  to  be  of  the  dock  of  the  ancient  nobility.  In  his  youth,  he  travelled  through 
all  Arabia,  Perfia,  and  India.  After  his  return,  the  Imam  of  Saade  intruded  him  with 
the  government  of  the  province  of  Nedsjeran.  But  fcarce  had  Mecrami  been  invcded 
m  this  office,  when  he  threw  off  his  allegiance. 

The  new  Schiech  of  Nedsjeran  has  made  himfelf  formidable  by  his  genius  and  valour, 
not  merely  to  his  neighbours,  but  even  to  didant  princes.  Not  long  fince,  he  intro- 
duced his  troops,  by  fmall  detachments,  into  the  territory  of  Hafchid-u-Bekil ;  pene- 
trated into  the  dominions  of  the  Imam  ;  and  made  himfelf  mader  of  tiie  province  of 
Safan.  In  January  1763,  as  has  already  been  mentioned,  he  defeated  the  Sfterriffe  of 
Abu  Arifch.  In  the  end  of  the  fame  year,  he  had  traverfed  all  Ai-abia  with  his  army, 
and  entered  the  province  of  Lachfa.  In  Europe,  it  would  be  impoflible  to  condud  an 
army,  in  fo  diort  a  time,  through  fuch  an  extent  of  drange  and  defart  countries.  But 
an  army  of  Arabs  are  not  incumbered  with  artillery,  tents,  or  ammunition.  The 
fcanty  provifions  which  they  need  are  borne  by  camels ;  and  the  foldiers,  being  ligkt 
armed,  and  almoft  naked,  fear  no  fatigue. 

Schiech  Mecrami  enjoys  through  Arabia  the  reputation,  no  lefs  of  a  profound  theo- 
logian, than  of  a  valiant  warrior.  His  religious  opinions  differ  effendally  from  thofe  of 
the  dauding  fects  among  the  Muffulmans.  He  honours  Mahomet  as  thf  Propiict  of 
God,  but  looks  with  little  refpecl  on  his  fucceflbrs  and  commentators.  Rome  of  the 
more  fenfible  Arabs  fay,  that  this  Schiech  has  found  means  to  avail  Iiimfeu  o'^  tieaven, 
even  in  this  life  ;  for,  to  ufe  their  expreffions,  he  fells  paradife  by  the  yard  ;  and  affigns 
more  or  lefs  honourable  places  in  that  manfion,  according  to  the  fums  paid  him.  Sim- 
ple fuperditious  perfons  aftually  purchafe  aflignmnits  upon  heaven,  from  him  and  his 
procurators,  and  hope  to  profit  by  them.  A  Perfian,  of  the  province  of  Kirman  too, 
has  lately  begun  to  iffue  fimilar  bills  upon  heaven,  and  has  gained  conuderubly  by  the 
traffic.  The  people  of  theead  appear  to  approach  daily  nearer  to  the  ingenious  inven- 
tion of  the  Europeans  in  thefe  matters. 
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The  knowledge  of  many  fecrets,  and,  among  others,  of  one  for  obtaining  rain  when 
he  pleafes,  is  likewife  afcribed  to  this  Schiech.  "When  the  country  fuft'ers  by  drought, 
he  appoints  a  fa(i:,  and  after  it  a  public  proccflion,  in  which  all  muft  alfifl,  with  an  air 
of  humility,  without  their  turbans,  and  in  a  garb  fuitably  mean.  Some  Arabs  of  dif- 
tinclion  affured  me,  that  this  never  fails  to  procilre  an  iuunediate  fall  of  rain. 

The  capital  of  this  fmall  kingdom  is  Nedsjeran,  an  ancient  city,  famous  in  Arabian 
hiffory.     The  other  towns  in  ir  are  places  of  little  confequence. 

The  fmall  diftricl:  of  Kachtan  lies  among  the  mountains,  three  days  journey  north- 
ward from  Nedsjeran.  At  Loheia,  1  faw  a  perfon  of  dilHnftion  from  that  ^country, 
who  had  been  at  Sana  with  horfes  for  the  Imam.  He  became  fufpicious  of  my  inten- 
tions, when  I  put  fome  queftions  to  him  refpeding  his  country,  and  would  give  me  no 
information.  All  that  I  could  learn  concerning  Kachtan  was,  that  it  is  governed  by  a 
peculiar  Schiech. 

Chap.  LXXVII.  —  Of  the  Principalities  of  Nehhm  and  Khaulan. 

NEHIIM  is  a  fmall  diftrift  between  Dsjof  and  Hafchid-u-Bekil.  The  prefen' 
Schiech,  who  is  of  a  warlike  character,  and  often  troublefome  to  the  Imam,  is  an  inde- 
pendent prince.  He  poflefl'es  a  few  fmall  inconfiderable  towns,  with  a  fertile  mountain, 
on  which  are  many  villages.  The  inhabitants  of  Deiban  are  free  ;  but  they  always  join 
the  Schiech  ot  Nehhm  in  his  wars  with  the  Imam. 

The  fmall  dillrict  of  Khaulan,  which  is  different  from  that  of  the  fame  name  of  which 
fome  account  has  already  been  given,  lies  a  few  leagues  fouth-eaft  from  Sana.  It  is 
governed  by  an  independent  Schiech,  the  reprefentative  of  a  very  ancient  family. 
Schiech  Rajech  Khaulani,  who  reigned  in  1763,  dwelled  at  Sana,  being  general  of  the 
Imam's  troops.  His  ordinary  place  of  refidence  is  at  Beit  Rodsje,  a  fmall  town  in  his 
own  dominions. 

In  this  principality  is  the  fmall  city  of  Tanaiem,  famous  among  the  Jews  of  Arabia, 
who  had  anciently  their  chief  feat,  with  many  fpacious  fynagogues  in  it.  At  prefent 
it  is  almoil:  defolate  ;  and  few  Jews  are  among  its  inhabitants.  IJeit  el  Kibfi  is  a  village 
inhabited  folely  by  Sherritlbs,  one  of  whom  muft  always  be  at  the  head  of  the  caravan 
which  goes  annually  from  Sana  to  Mecca.  This  caravan  confifts  of  about  three  thou- 
fand  perfons,  and  is  forty-five  days  upon  the  road,  although  the  whole  length  of  the 
journey  be  not  more  than  an  hundred  German  miles,  at  leaft  if  it  could  be  travelled 
in  a  ftraight  line. 

Several  places,  which  once  pertained  to  the  prince  of  Khaulan,  have  been  by  degrees 
annexed  to  the  dominions  of  the  Imam. 

Chap.  LXXVIII.  —  Of  the  Country  of  Dsjof 

THIS  great  province  of  Yemen  extends  fouthward  from  Nedsjeran  to  Hadramaut, 
and  caftward  from  Hafchid-u-Bekil  to  the  Defart,  by  which  Yemen  is  fcparatcd  from 
Oman.  It  is  lull  ol  fandy  and  defart  plains.  In  fevcral  places,  however,  the  inha- 
bitants \vant  neither  cheefe  nor  durra,  nor  any  other  of  the  neceflaries  of  life.  The 
horles  and  camels  of  Dsjof  are  greatly  in  requeft  in  the  Imam's  dominions. 

The  country  of  Dsjof  is  divided  into  Beilad  el  Bedoui,  that  diftricl  which  is  occupied 
by  wandering  Arabs  ;  Bellad  es  Saladin,  the  highland  diftricf,  governed  by  independent 
chiefs,  wlio  ti.ke  the  title  of  Sultan  ;  and  Bellad  cs  Scheraf,  the  diftricl  iii  which  the 
fupreine  power  is  pollelfed  by  Shcrriflls. 
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The  wandering  Arabs  in  this  country  are  of  a  martial  character.  In  their  military 
expeditions  they  ride  upon  horfes  or  camels.  Their  arms  are  a  lance,  a  fabre,  and 
fometimcs  a  match-firelock.  Sometimes  they  put  on  coats  of  mail,  a  piece  of  dcfenilve 
armour  which  the  other  Arabs  have  ceafed  to  wear.  They  are  not  a  little  troublo- 
fonie  to  their  nei,^hbou^s,  who  are  fettled  in  villages, — plundering  them,  and  often 
carrying  off  their  young  women.  But  neither  thefe,  nor  any  other  of  the  Bedouins, 
are  ferocioufly  cruel ;  they  only  rob  ftrangers,  but  never  kill  them.  Thefe  Bedouins 
of  Dsjof  are  faid  to  have  uncommon  talents  for  poetry,  and  to  excel  all  the  other  Arabs 
in  t>iis  elegant  art. 

In  the  dillrid  of  Bellad  es  Saladin  are  many  petty  fovereigns.  Of  thefe,  none  was 
named  to  me  but  the  Sultan  of  Baham.  The  title  of  Sultan  is  no  where  ufed  in 
Arabia,  except  in  Dsjof  and  Jafa.  It  feems  to  be  applied  to  diftinguifli  the  Schiechs  of 
tJie  Highlanders  from  thofc  of  the  Bedouins. 

The  moft  confiderable  princes  in  the  diftrifb  of  Bellad  es  Scheraf,  are  the  three  Sher- 
riffes  of  Mareb,  Harib,  and  Rachvan.  But  the  firfl:,  although  chief  of  the  defcendants 
of  Mahumct  in  this  country,  polfeffes  only  the  town  of  Mareb,  with  fome  adjacent 
villages. 

Mareb,  though  confifting  only  of  about  three  hundred  poor  houfes,  is  the  capital 
of  the  province.  It  is  fituate  fixteen  leagues  north-eafl  from  Sana.  It  was  known  to 
the  ancients  as  the  capital  of  the  Sabgeans,  by  the  name  of  Mariaba.  It  is  not  certain 
whether  it  was  ever  called  Saba.  In  its  neighbourhood  are  fome  ruins,  which  are  pre- 
tended to  be  the  remains  of  the  palace  of  Queen  Balkis.  But  there  is  no  mfcription  to 
confirm  or  refute  this  affertion. 

The  Sabceans  had  a  refervoir  or  bafon  for  water,  which  was  anciently  famous,  and 
which  I  often  heard  talked  of  in  Arabia  ;  but  nobody  could  give  me  an  exaft  defcription 
of  it,  except  one  man  of  rank,  who  had  been  born  at  Mareb,  and  had  always  lived 
there.  He  told  me,  that  the  famous  refervoir,  called  by  the  Arabs  Sitte  Mareb,  was 
a  narrow  valley  between  two  ranges  of  hills,  and  a  day's  journey  in  length.  Six  or 
feven  fmall  rivers  meet  in  that  valley,  holding  their  courfe  fouth  and  fouth-weft,  and 
advancing  from  the  territories  of  the  Imam.  Some  of  thefe  rivers  contain  fifhes,  and 
their  waters  flow  through  the  whole  year  ;  others  are  dry,  except  in  the  rainy  feafon. 
The  two  ranges  of  hills  which  confine  this  valley,  approach  fo  near  to  each  other  upon 
the  caftem  end,  that  the  intermediate  fpace  may  be  crqffed  in  five  or  fix  minutes.  To 
confine  the  v^'aters  in  the  rainy  feafon,  the  entrance  into  the  valley  was  here  (hut  up  by 
a  high  and  thick  wall ;  and,  as  outlets,  through  which  the  water  thus  collefted  might 
be  conveyed,  in  the  feafon  of  drought,  to  water  the  neighbouring  fields, — three  large 
flood-gates  were  formed  in  the  wall,  one  above  another.  The  wall  was  fifty  feet  high, 
and  biiiit  of  large  hewn  ftones.  Its  ruins  are  ftill  to  be  feen.  But  the  waters,  which 
it  uled  formerly  to  confine,  are  now  loll  among  the  fands,  after  running  only  a  fhort 
way. 

Thus,  was  there  nothing  incredibly  wonderful  in  the  true  account  of  the  Sabfeaii 
refervoir.  Similar,  although  much  fmaller  refervoirs,  are  formed  at  the  roots  of  the 
mountains  in  many  places  through  Yemen.  Near  Confliantinople  is  a  vale,  the  entrance 
into  which  is  llkewife  fliut  up  by  a  v/all  to  confine  the  water,  which  is  conveyed  thence 
in  aqueducts  into  the  capital  of  the  Ottoman  empire. 

The  tradition,  that  the  city  of  Mareb  was  deftroyed  by  a  deluge,  occafioned  by  the 
fudden  burfling  of  the  wall,  has  entirely  the  air  of  a  popular  fable.  It  feems  more 
probable,  that  the  wall,  being  neglecled,  fell  gradually  into  difrepair,  when  the  king- 
-dom  of  the  Sabteans  declined.     But  the  ruin  of  the  wall  proved  fatal  to  the  city  in  a 
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different  way.  The  neighbouring  fields,  when  no  longer  watered  from  the  refervoir, 
became  wafte  and  barren ;  and  the  city  was  thus  left  without  means  of  fubfiftence. 
Bcfidcs,  Mareb  is  not  fo  fituate  that  it  could  fuller  an  inundation  in  confequence  of  the 
demolition  of  the  wall.  It  Hands  upon  a  fmall  eminence,  at  a  league's  diltancefrom  it, 
upon  the  water  fide. 

The  fertility  of  the  diftrid  might  be  renewed  by  the  reparation  of  this  work.  But 
fuch  undertakings  can  be  executed  only  by  opulent  fovereigns.  IMariaba  was  the  feat 
of  a  powerful  prince,  who  reigned  over  Yemen  and  Hadramaut.  Mareb  is  but  the 
abode  of  a  poor  Sherrifl'e,  who  can  fcarcely  withftand  the  encroachments  of  feeble 
neighbours. 

The  only  other  place  in  the  country  of  Dsjof,  that  I  heard  of  as  remarkable, 
is  Kafler  el  Nat,  a  citadel  which  ftands  upon  a  lofty  hill,  and  was  built  by  the  Ham- 
jare  Princes. 

Chap.  LXXIX.  —  0/  the  Country  of  Jafa. 

THIS  territory  is  furrounded  by  Aden,  fome  part  of  the  Imam's  dominions,  and 
the  extenfive  province  of  Hadramaut.  It  is  fertile,  and  abounds  particularly  in  coilee 
and  cattle. 

It  was  formerly  under  the  dominion  of  the  Imam  ;  but,  in  the  end  of  the  lall  cen- 
tury, the  inhabitants  revolted,  and  made  themfelves  independent.  They  are  governed 
at  prefent  by  three  fovereign  princes,  who  have  conquered  alfo  a  part  of  the  province 
of  Hadramaut.  Thofe  princes  are,  i .  The  Sultan  of  Reffes,  who  refides  at  Medsjeba  ; 
2.  The  Sultan  of  Mofeka,  who  takes  his  title  from  the  place  of  his  refidence  j  3.  The 
Sultan  of  Kara,  who  refides  in  a  caflle  upon  the  mountain  of  Kara. 

One  of  thcfe  Sultans  of  Jafa  likewife  pofleifes  Schtehhr,  a  fea  port  town,  from  which 
incenfe,  but  inferior  in  quality  to  that  of  India,  is  exported.  Nobody  could  inform 
me  concerning  the  interior  parts  of  this  diftrid  of  Scha:hhr. 

BcUad  Schafel,  and  Ed  Dahla,  are  the  dominions  of  two  petty  Schiechs.  Medina 
el  Asfal,  is  a  city  famous  for  the  tombs  of  various  faints.  The  inhabitants  are  confc- 
quently  Sunnites. 

OF  THE  DOMINIONS  OF    THE  IMAM  OF  SANA. 

Chap.  LXXX.  —  Of  the  Extent  and  Dhifon  of  the  hnam^s  Dominions.' 

SPEAKING  of  Yemen  in  general,  I  unavoidably  gave  fome  account  of  that  part  of 
this  province  which  is  fubjed  to  the  Imam.  The  fame  intermixture  of  fertile  and  barrerk 
territory,  and  the  fame  productions,  appear  every  where  tlirough  the  whole  province. 
The  Imam,  however,  fct>His  to  be  mailer  of  the  richefi,  the  molt  agreeable,  and  the 
molt  interelUng  part  of  this  trad  of  country. 

It  would  not  be  cafy  to  explain  diltindlv  the  extent  and  limits  of  this  fovereign's 
territories,  as  thoy  are  fo  intcrfcded  by  the  domains  of  a  number  of  petty  princes.  On 
the  north  fide  they  meet  the  territory  of  liafchid-u-Bekil ;  weftward  they  are  bounded 
by  the  principality  of  Abu  Arifch  and  tlie  Arabic  Gulph  ;  to  the  foutli  by  the  princi- 
pality of  Aden  ;  and  on  the  eafi  by  the  territories  of  D.sjof  and  Jafa. 

Ihe  general  divifiou  of  Yemen  into  Tehama,  the  Lowlamis,  and  Djelial,  the 
Highlands,  obtains  in  the  Imam's  dominions,  as  well  as  elfewhere.  llpnn  this  grand 
divifion  depends  the  fubdivilion   of   tlie  kingdom  of  Sana   iuto  thirty  governments 

or 
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or  countries.  Teliama  contains  f«  of  thefe  governments,  and  the  highland  country 
twenty-four. 

I'hcfe  fmall  governments  are  not  all  alike  populous  or  remarkable.  It  would  be  a 
tedious  and  fupcrtluous  labour,  therefore,  to  enumerate  the  names  of  all  the  towns  and 
villages  contained  in  them.  I  Ihall  content  myfelf  with  taking  notice  of  the  principal 
oi  thole,  after  1  have  given  fome  general  account  of  the  fovcrcign  of  thefe  dominions, 
and  ol  the  nature  ot  his  government. 

As  there  are,  in  the  territory  of  the  Imam,  many  Schiechs  difperfed  among  the 
mountains,  who  acknowledge  not  his  authority,  and  are  but  in  a  very  flight  degree 
dependent  upon  him,  I  fhall  be  more  careful  to  take  notice  of  thefe  independent  lords, 
than  of  the  petty  towns  and  villages.  The  reader  will  be  more  entertained  by  an  account 
of  the  political  conlfitution  under  which  this  fmgular  people  are  united,  than  he  could 
poflibly  be  by  a  lilt  of  Arabic  names. 

Chap.  LXXXI.  —  Origin  and  Hilary  cf  the  Imams. 

IN  the  abftrad  of  the  revolutions  of  Arabia,  I  have  briefly  mentioned  that  by  which 
the  expulfion  of  the  Turks  was  accompliflied.  I'his  event  took  place  in  1630;  and, 
from  this  period,  are  we  to  date  the  elevation  of  the  prefent  royal  family  of  S  ma. 
Their  great  ancellor  is  Khaflem  Abu  Mahomed,  who  was  the  chief  author  of  that 
revolution. 

Khafl"em  was  defcended  from  Mahomet  by  Imam  Hadi,  who  is  buried  at  Saade,  where 
his  pofterity  ftill  reign.  From  him  are  fprung  both  the  Imams  of  Saade,  and  the  princes 
ot  Kaukeban,  whom  the  Turks  could  never  fubdue.  Khaflem  lived  as  a  private  perfon, 
upon  the  revenue  of  an  efliate  which  had  been  left  him  by  his  anceftors,  upon  the  moun- 
tain of  Schaehara,  north  eaft  from  Loheia.  Although  but  a  private  individual,  he  enjoyed 
the  friendfliip  of  the  independent  Schiechs  in  the  highlands  ;  and,  feeing  the  Turks  to 
be  odious  to  his  countrymen,  he,  with  the  aid  of  thofe  Schiechs,  attacked  the  Pachas, 
and,  by  degrees,  expelled  them  out  of  the  cities  of  Yemen.  Thus  attaining  the  dignity 
of  a  Sovereign  Prince,  and  afluming  the  title  of  Sejid  KhaflTem,  he  fliill  continued,  how- 
ever, to  refide  upon  the  mountains  of  Schrehara,  and  died  there,  after  a  reign  of  nine 
years.  The  gratitude  of  the  nation  honoured  him  wath  the  epithet  Great ;  and  he  has 
accordingly  been  denominated  Khaflem  el  Kebir,  or  Khaflem  the  Great. 

After  this  revolution,  the  ancient  royal  family  of  Kaukeban,  being  obliged  to  yield  its 
prerogatives  to  the  fkimily  of  Khafl;em,'  the  eldefl:  fon  of  Khaflem  alTumed  the  title  of 
Imam,  and  the  name  of  Metwokkel  Allah.  The  Imam  is  properly  the  clergyman 
who  fays  public  prayers  in  the  mofques.  The  royal  fucceflbrs  of  Mahomet  have 
continued  the  praftice  of  performing  thefe  religious  fervices,  in  proof  that  they 
enjoy  fpiritual,  no  lefs  than  temporal,  power.  Various  Arabian  Princes,  who  dare  not 
afliuTie  the  title  of  Caliph,  content  themfelves  with  that  of  Imam,  or  Emir  el  Mumenim, 
Prince  of  the  Faithful.  All  thofe  fovereigns,  thus  inverted  with  fpiritual  authority, 
whether  Caliphs  or  Imams,  obferve  the  ancient  cuftom  of  changing  their  name,  hke 
the  Popes  in  Chriftendom,  when  they  mount  the  throne.  This  change  feems  to  indi- 
cate, that  the  whole  character  of  the  man  is  entirely  altered,  upon  his  being  invefled 
with  an  employment,  which  imprefles  a  degree  of  fandity  upon  the  character. 

Imam  Metwokkel  Allah  proceeded  to  deliver  his  country  from  the  Turks,  who  do 
not  appear  to  have  made  any  very  vigorous  efforts  to  maintain  themfelves  in  lb  remote 
a  conquefl:,  by  which  they  were  rather  lofers  than  gainers.  The  Arabs  honour  that 
Imam  as  a  faint :  To  fpare  the  public  revenue,  he,  like  many  other  Mahometan  mc 

2  narchs, 
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narchs,  earned  his  livelihood  by  his  labour,  employing  himfelf  in  maldng  caps.  He 
had  only  one  wife,  and  flie  contented  herfelfwith  one  houfehold  fervant.  Metwokkel 
i\iiah  refided  at  Doran,  and  reigned  thirty  years. 

His  fon  Mejid  Billah  lucceeded  him  ;  was  no  lefs  fcrupulous  than  his  father  with 
refpect  to  the  revenues  of  the  (late  ;  and  reigned  feven  years. 

Ills  fucceflbr  uas  his  coufm  IVIahadi  Achmet,  who,  after  reigning  likewife  feven  years, 
notwithftanding  his  devout  turn  of  mind,  extending  by  his  conquelts  the  limits  of  the 
kingdom,  was  lucceeded  by 

His  nephew  Mejid  Billah.  He  was  proclaimed  Imam  by  the  name  of  IVIahadi  Hadi. 
This  prince  had  reigned  ordy  two  years,  when  Mahadi  Mahomed,  fon  of  Imam  INIahadi 
Achmet,  dethroned  him,  and  aOumed  his  place. 

This  Imam  Mahadi  Mahomed  refided  at  Mouahheb,  and  reigned  thirty  years.  The 
French  vifited  his  court  in  1707  :  an  account  of  the  circumftances  of  which  vifit  has 
been  publifhed  by  La  Roque.  Hamilton  fpeaks  alfo  of  this  prince,  and  fays,  that  he 
was  eighty  years  of  age  in  the  year  17 14.  Mahadi  Mahomed  was  continually  at  war 
with  the  confederates  of  H.tfchid-u-Bekil.  In  the  beginning  of  this  conteft,  he  put  his 
nephew  Khaffem  at  the  head  of  his  army,  and  he  proved  victorious  ;  but  the  Imam 
ungratefully  lliut  up  the  fuccefsful  general  in  the  citadel  of  Damar.  At  a  fubfequent 
period,  the  Imam's  fon  bjir.g  u'^feated  by  the  confederates,  that  prince  was  obliged  to 
releafe  Khafl'tm,  and  intruft  him  again  with  the  command  of  his  forces.  Khaffem  was 
again  victorious  ;  but,  before  he  could  return  to  his  uncle's  court,  another  perfon,  of 
the  fame  family,  from  Schiehara,  had  pofl'efied  himfeh"  of  the  throne,  ailuming  the  name 
of  El  Nafer.  How  ver,  the  ulurper  had  fcarcely  enjoyed  the  fupreme  power  two  years, 
when  Kh-.iiiem  expelled  him,  and  afcended  the  throne  under  the  name  of  El 
Mtiwokkel. 

Imam  El  Metwokkel  chofe  Sana  for  the  place  of  his  refidence,  and  there  reigned  in 
tranquility  for  ten  years. 

Alter  his  death.  El  Manfor,  his  fon,  afcended  the  throne.  But  hardly  was  he  feated 
upon  it,  when  a  nephew  of  Mahadi  Mahomed,  with  the  airdtance  of  the  prince  of 
Kaukeban,  made  himfelf  mafter  of  ail  the  country  except  Sana.  El  Manfor,  however, 
found  means  to  feize  the  perlbns  of  the  ufurper  and  his  protector,  and  call  them  both 
into  confinement.  He,  with  thr-  fame  good  fortune  reprelfed  the  rebellion  of  another 
of  his  coufins,  and  of  one  of  ins  brothers  ;  and  fhut  thefe  alfo  up  for  the  reft  of  life. 
He  reigned  one  and  twenty  years. 

Chap.  LXXXII.  —  Of  El  Mahadi^  the  reigning  Imam. 

IMAM  El  Manfor  left  feverai  fons,  the  eldeft  of  whom,  Ali,  had  naturally  the  befl: 
right  to  fucceed  him.  His  mother  was  the  firft  wife  that  his  father  had  married,  and 
daughter  to  the  prince  of  Kaukeban  :  confequently  he  was  lineally  dufcended  from 
Mahomet,  both  by  father  and  mother.  But,  the  jrincefs,  who  was  living  at  Sana  in 
1763,  had  not  influence  or  addrufs  enough  to  fecurethe  fucceilion  to  her  fon,  although 
it  was  the  general  wifh  of  the  country  that  he  fliould  he  fovereign. 

A  fon,  who  was  named  Abbas,  had  been  born  to  El  Manfor  by  a  negrefs  flave.  This 
woman  artfully  concealed  her  niafler's  death,  till  the  Kadi  Jachja,  one  of  El  Manfor's 
principal  mlnilters,  had  time  to  fecurc  the  troops,  and  the  governors  of  the  provinces, 
in  the  intereft  of  her  Ion  Abbas,  whom  fhe  then  made  to  be  proclaimed  Imam,  by  the 
name  of  El  Mahadi.  Prince  Ali  was  thrown  into  confinement,  in  which  he  died  in  the 
year  1759. 

In 
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In  the  beginning  of  E!  Mahadi's  reign,  the  prince  of  Kaukeban  repeatedly  difputcj 
with  him  the  title  of  Imam.  But,  being  twice  defeated,  and  his  beard  being  burnt  in 
the  fccond  engagement  by  tlie  accidental  explofion  of  his  magazine  of  powder,  he 
renounced  his  pretenfions  to  the  character  of  Imam,  and  made  peace  with  the  Monarch 
of  Sana. 

In  tlie  vear  1750,  an  army  of  three  thoufand  Arabs  from  Nehhm  and  Deiban  ad- 
vanced nearly  to  Sana ;  but  they  were  routed  and  difperfed  by  the  Imam.  Seven  years 
after,  the  confederates  of  Hafchid-u-Bekil  attacked  the  Imam,  and  routed  his  forces. 
But  in  the  year  following,  1758,  the  Imam's  general  furprifed  and  routed  the 
allies. 

Imam  El  Mahadi  Abbas  was  five  and  forty  years  of  age,  and  had  reigned  feventecn 
years,  in  1763.  He  was  of  a  dark  complexion,  like  his  anceftors  by  the  mother's  fide, 
and  did  not  at  all  refemble  the  other  defcendants  of  Mahomet.  Had  it  not  been  for 
fome  negro  traits,  his  countenance  might  have  been  thought  a  good  one.  He  had 
twenty  brothers,  of  whom  fome  that  I  faw  were  black  as  ebony,  flat-nofed,  and  thick- 
lipped,  like  the  Caffres  of  the  fouih  of  Africa.  He  had  married  the  daughter  of  a 
relation,  one  of  the  pretenders  to  the  crown  of  Taoes  ;  and,  befide  her,  feveral  other 
free  women ;  but  he  kept  fewer  female  flaves  than  his  father  had.  El  Manfor  had 
more  than  two  hundred  of  thefe  in  his  haram. 

The  reigning  Imam  had  a  number  of  fons ;  but  only  four  of  them  were  fo  much 
grown  up  as  to  be  permitted  to  appear  in  public.  His  relations,  who  are  numerous, 
live  all  at  Sana  ;  and  fome  of  them  are  very  well  provided  for.  He  has  feveral  uncles; 
but  he  leaves  all  his  relations  in  private  ftations,  employing  none  of  them  in  any 
public  office. 

On  his  acceffion  to  the  throne,  he  continued  Kadi  Jachja,  to  whom  he  owed  his  ad- 
vancement, for  fome  time  in  the  pod  of  Prime  Minifter.  But  findmg  that  his  fubjeds 
were  difcontented  with  the  adminiftration  of  Jachja,  and  flill  regretted  Ali,  who,  before 
his  death,  had  written  an  afleding  letter  to  his  brother;  the  Imam  facrificcd  his  minifter 
to  the  public  hatred,  depofing  him,  confifcating  his  effeds,  and  throwing  him  and 
his  confidential  fervant  into  prifon.  The  degraded  minifter  was  reftored  to  liberty 
foon  after  our  arrival  at  Sana.  But  inftead  of  reftoring  his  effects,  the  Imam  only 
allowed  him  a  fmall  penfion,  which  was  fcarcely  enough  to  make  him  live. 

Chap.  LXXXllL  —  Hi/lory  ofSchiech  Abd  Urrab. 

OF  the  enemies  of  whom  Imam  El  Mahadi  had  to  contend,  the  moft  formidable, 
both  by  genius  and  courage,  was  Schioch  Abd  Urrab  of  Hodsjerie.  When  fpeaking 
of  the  fiege  of  TacES,  I  mentioned  by  the  way  fomething  of  the  adventures  of  this 
Schiech,  who  is  regarded  as  a  hero  among  his  countrymen.  I  found  his  hiftory  inte- 
refting,  and  ftiall  now  enter  into  it  more  at  length,  becaufe  it  involves  feveral  particulars 
jlluftrative  of  the  principles  of  the  Imam's  government,  and  of  the  general  manners  of 
the  Arabs. 

Abd  Urrab,  fon  to  a  Nakib  or  General,  who  was  governor  of  a  fmall  province,  fuc- 
ceeded  bis  father  in  tlie  government.  The  Imam,  pleai'ed  with  his  fervices,  conferred 
on  him  the  government  of  Kataba,  which  was  more  confiderable  ;  and  at  the  fame  time 
intrufted  him  with  a  commillion  to  demolifh  the  caftles  of  fome  neighbouring  lords. 
The  zeal  v/ith  which  he  carried  this  order  into  execution,  raifed  him  many  enemies  among 
the  nobility;  the  moft  bitter  of  whom  was  a  Nakib,  of  the  ancient  family  of  Wadei, 
who,  among  others,  had  loft  his  caftle. 

,  .  This 
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This  Nakib  prepoflefled  the  Imam  againfl:  Abd  Urrab,  by  accufmg  him  of  rebellion  ; 
and  obtained  three  thoufand  men  to  reduce  him  to  obedience.  With  this  army,  he  be- 
fie,G;ed  the  pretended  rebel  for  eleven  months  in  Kataba,  the  capital  of  the  diftricl  under 
this  government.  When  Abd  Urrab  could  no  longer  hold  out,  he  fallied  forth  with 
fix  hundred  men,  made  his  way  through  the  midfl  of  the  enemy,  and  retired  to  the 
diftrict  of  Hodsjerie,  where  his  friends  opened  to  him  the  gates  of  their  fortrefles,  and 
acknowledged  him  their  Schiecli,  Another  army,  fent  by  the  Imam  to  befiege  him  here, 
was  as  unfuccefstul  as  the  firfl. 

As  yet,  the  new  Schiech  had  only  fliood  upon  the  defenfive  ;  but,  beginning  now  to 
feel  his  ftrength,  he  attacked  the  dominions  of  the  Imam,  made  himfelf  mailer  of  various 
places,  and  levied  heavy  contributions.  The  Imam,  unable  to  reduce  him  to 
obedience,  entered  into  an  alliance  againfl  him  with  the  prince  of  Aden.  Abd  Urrab 
upon  this  entered  Aden,  befieged  the  fovcreign  in  his  capital,  and  forced  a  large  fum 
of  money  from  him.     The  Imam  on  this  occafion  entirely  abandoned  his  ally. 

In  the  account  of  the  fiegeofTaces,  I  liave  already  related  in  what  manner  the  Imam 
concluded  a  peace  with  the  Schiech,  and  how  the  latter  took  that  city.  The  conditions, 
I  may  here  add,  were,  that  the  Imam  fliould  treat  the  Schiech  as  a  friend,  acknowledge 
him  Schiech  of  Hodsjerie,  and  renounce  all  his  own  pretenfions  to  the  fovereignty  of  that 
province.  This  engagement  the  Imam  not  only  confirmed  with  feven  oaths;  but, 
according  to  a  prevalent  cuflom  in  the  Eafl,  fent  to  the  Schiech  the  copy  of  the  Koran 
upon  which  he  had  fworn,  and  the  rofary  which  he  ufed  at  prayers,  as  pledges  of  his 
fincerity.  IMoreover,  his  two  generals.  El  Mas,  and  Achmed  el  Hamer,  alfo  bound 
themfelves  that  the  Imam  fliould  abide  by  his  promife. 

l"rufl;ing  to  fo  many  oaths,  to  thofe  pledges  of  faith,  and  to  the  alTurances  of  the  two 
generals,  Abd  Urrab  yielded  to  the  prelTing  invitations  of  the  Imam,  and  repaired  to  his 
court.  By  the  way  he  was  treated  with  the  highefl:  marks  of  refpeft.  The  inhabitants 
of  Sana  went  out  to  meet,  and  gaze  upon  him,  as  a  hero.  His  valour,  his  addrefs,  his 
noble  exploits,  were  generally  talked  of  with  pafTionate  admiration. 

It  is  not  known  whether  the  Imam  had  any  previous  intention  of  deflroying  him,  or 
became  jealous  of  thofe  praifes,  and  began  to  fear  that  a  party  might  be  formed,  even  in 
his  own  capital,  in  behalf  of  the  rebel.  However  it  might  be,  the  Schiech,  foon  after 
his  arrival,  was  feized,  bedaubed  on  the  face  and  hands  with  red  paint,  and,  in  this  con- 
dition, placed  on  a  camel,  with  his  face  to  the  tail,  and  conduced  through  the  flreets. 
His  filler,  who  was  at  this  time  in  Sana,  feeing  her  brother  thus  maltreated,  fprang  from 
the  roof  of  a  houfe,  and  fell  dead  at  his  feet.  After  being  led  about  in  this  plight,  and 
Hill  farther  abufed  with  blows,  the  Schiech  was  thrown  upon  a  dunghill,  and  at  the  end 
of  three  days  beheaded. 

This  perfidious  a£l  of  the  Imam  moved  the  indignation  of  his  fubjcds.  The  two 
generals,  who  had  pledged  themfelves  for  the  fafety  of  Abd  Urrab,  were  particularly 
enraged.  The  firlt,  Nakib  El  Mas,  was  commander  of  the  national  troops;  the  other, 
Nakib  Achmed  el  Hamer,  commanded  the  mercenaries  from  Hafchid-u-Bekil,  and  his 
brother  Khaflem  was  general  of  the  confeder.ites.  Thefetwo  confiderate  pcrfons  thought 
that  it  became  them  to  fliew  their  refentment. 

El  Hamer,  therefore,  reproached  the  Imam  for  hLs  perfidious  cruelty,  but  was  imme- 
diately call  into  prifon.  El  Mas,  now  more  enraged  th;m  ever,  formed  a  party  to 
dethrone  the  Imam  ;  but  the  prince  preventing  him,  made  coflee  to  be  given  jiim,  upon 
a  friendly  vifit ;  by  the  effects  of  which  the  Nakib  died  before  he  could  leave  the 
palace. 
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As  foon  as  KhafTem  received  notice  of  the  imprifonment  of  his  brother  El  Ilamer,  he 
attacked  the  Imam's  dominions  with  the  forces  of  the  confederates  ;  but  happening  to 
lofe  his  fon  in  n  fkirmirii,  he  retreated  home.  l"he  Imam,  fearing  new  itiovemcnts  on 
the  part  of  the  allies  of  Hafchid-u-BcIdl,  fct  T^'akib  El  Hamer  at' liberty,  hy  beheading 
him  in  prifon.  Since  that  time,  the  allies  have  never  ceafcd  avenging;  his  death,  by 
inroads  upi  I,  the  dominions  of  the  Imam  ;  in  which  they  burnt  feveral  cities,  foon  aftei- 
our  arrival  in  Aral-)ia. 

The  condudl  of  the  Imam,  in  refpect  to  this  unfortunate  Schiech  of  Hodsjerie,  has 
rendered  him  odious  to  his  neipuhbours  and  fubjecls,  and  may  probably  occafion  his  de- 
pofition  from  tke  throne,  and  premature  death. 

Chap.  LXXXIV.  — Of  the  Conjfitution  avd  Government  of  the  Dominions  of  Sana. 

THE  throne  of  Yemen  's  hereditary.  If  gc-rcrally  aporoved  of  by  the  fubjects,  the 
eldeft  legitimate  fon  of  an  Imam  is  his  rightful  fucreiTor.  But,  the  revolutions  which  I 
have  briefly  narrated,  fliew,  that  this  order  of  fuccefllon  is  often  violated.  In  the  dcfpotic 
governments  oftheEad,  indeed,  no  order  can  be  clofcly  obfcrved,  bccaufe  there  are  no 
fundamental  laws.  The  praftice  of  polygamy  has  alfo  a  tendency  to  confound  the  order 
offucceflionin  Afia,  as  it  often  happens,  that  brothers,  by  difterent  mothers,  found  their 
pretenfions  to  fucceed  their  father  upon  grounds  equally  falfe,  or  equally  fpecious.  The 
blind  preference  of  a  father,  funk  into  dotage,  or  the  intrigues  of  a  favourite,  in  fuch 
cafes,  determine  the  difference. 

The  Imam  is  an  abfolute  prince,  and  the  more  fo  for  uniting  in  his  own  perfon  fupreme 
authority,  both  fpiritual  and  temporal  over  his  fubjefts.  His  jurifdiiSlion  in  ecclefiaflical 
matters,  however,  extends  not  over  the  dominions  of  other  fovereigns  of  the  fame  fetl. 
Thefe  ftates  have  each  a  Mufti  or  Kadi  for  its  fpi.  'tual  ufc. 

Although  the  Imam  be  abfolute,  he  is  checked  in  the  exercife  of  bis  authority  by  the 
fupreme  tribunal  of  Sana,  of  which  he  is  only  prefident.  This  tribur.r.l,  cnufling  of  a 
certain  number  of  Kadis,  pofU'O^T  the  fole  power  of  life  and  death.  T'.e  iniam  may  not 
order  any  of  his  fubjefts  for  execution,  but  fuch  as  have  been  condemned  in  confequence 
of  a  criminal  profecution  before  this  Court.  The  Kadis  are  ^--encndly  efleemed  to  he 
perfons  of  incorruptible  integrity,  of  blamelefs  lives,  and  devoted  to  the  faithful  difcharge 
of  their  duties.  They  are  not  changed  here  fo  often  as  in  Turkey,  but  hold  their  offices 
ufually  for  life. 

Yet,  when  one  of  thefe  Monarchs  is  difpofed  to  abufe  his  authority,  he  can  break 
through  any  reltraints  impofed  upon  him  ly  this  tribunal.  The  affeffors  are  nominated 
by  the  Imam,  and  removeable  at  his  pie;-.  .-^  He  has  it  thus  in  his  power  to  extort 
their  fuffragos  by  threatening  them  witr.  . :  ^grace.  But  the  fcvereigns  of  Sana  have 
never  found  their  advantage  in  having  novirfe  to  violent  meafures.  Acts  of  tyranny 
have  commonly  ended  in  the  depolition  ov  'J.e  Prince  who  hazarded  them.  This  fate 
feenis  to  await  the  prefent  Imam,  whofe  cruc'iy  and  extordon  have  nearly  wearied  out 
the  patience  of  his  fubjefts. 

At  the  Imam's  court,  pu:  I'c  ofHces  are  lany,  and  titles  of  honour  few.  The  f;rft 
minifter  has  no  other  title  L-  Fakih  ;  an  appellation  fo  vague,  that  his  fecretaries,  and 
men  of  learning  who  think  liumfelves  m  a.iy  degree  above  the  vulgar,  alTume  it  as  well 
as  the  minifter.  The  other  miniflers,  the  lecretiry  of  ftate,  the  fuperintendent  of  pious 
eftablilhmcnts,  the  fuivjyor-general  of  public  buildings,  the  iiifpeftor  of  the  camels,  and, 
by  confequence,  all  thofe  who  occupy  tl.e  firft  employments,  are,  in  the  fame  manner, 
cnly  Fakihs,  without  any  other  title  of  honour  to  diltinguilh  them. 
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Every  petty  diftricl  in  the  dominions  of  the  Imam  has  its  governor.  If  not  a  prince, 
or  one  of  the  higher  nobility,  this  governor  is  called  Wali  and  Dola  ;  or  foinetimcs 
Emir,  when  he  happens  to  be  a  peifon  of  low  birth.  I  have  already  remarked,  that  the 
fovereigns  of  Sana  find  it  generally  the  beft:  policy  to  confer  thofe  governments  upon 
men  who  have  rifen  merely  by  perfonal  merit,  rather  than  upon  their  nobles. 

A  Dola  in  Yemen  is  much  fuch  another  as  a  Pacha  in  Turkey,  only  ading  upon  a 
narrower  flage.  He  commands  the  forces  ilationed  in  his  province,  regulates  the  poHce, 
and  collects  the  taxes.  From  lucrative  governments,  the  Dolas  are  recalled  every  two 
or  three  yesls,  to  prevent  their  accumulating  too  much  wealth.  When  the  Imam  con- 
tinues  a  Dola  in  his  office,  he  fends  him  a  horfe,  a  fabre,  and  robes.  All  are  obliged  to 
render  an  account,  from  time  to  time,  of  their  adminiftration ;  and,  when  guilty  of 
high  mifdeameanors,  or  convifted  of  malverfations  in  office,  they  are  puiiiilied  by 
imprifonment,  or  by  confifcation  of  their  property,  but  feldom  capitally.  Sometimes  a 
Dola,  who  has  been  thus  difgraced,  is  raifed  from  prifon  to  an  office  of  greater  confe- 
quence  than  that  of  v/hich  he  was  diverted.  This  cuftom  marks  the  charadter  of 
defpotifm,  where  honour,  and  degradation  by  punlfhment,  of  confequence,  are  utterly 
unknown. 

In  every  little  town,  a  Sub-dola,  with  a  fmall  garrifon,  confiding  fometimes  of  only 
five  or  fix  foldiers,  refide,  to  maintain  order.  The  chief  of  a  large  village  is- a  Schicchi 
he  of  a  fmall  one,  a  Hakim. 

The  Dolas  of  confiderable  governments  are  attended  by  a  Bafkateb  or  comptroller, 
whofe  bufinefs  is  to  keep  a  ftrid  eye  upon  their  conduft,  and  to  inform  the  Imam  of 
what  is  going  forward.  This  fpy  often  fucceeds  the  Governor  who  has  been  removed 
upon  his  reprefentation  ;  but  another  Bafkateb  is,  at  the  fame  time,  fent  to  dcv  for  him 
what  he  did  for  his  predecelTor. 

Every  city  in  which  a  Dola  refides  has  alfo  a  Kadi,  dependent  on  the  chief  Kadi  of 
Sana.  The  Kadi  is  fole  judge  in  civil  and-ecclefia(lical  affairs  ;  nor  may  the  Dola  interfere 
to  contradid  his  fentcnces,  or  render  them  inefficacious.  The  Kadis  in  the  provinces, 
no  lefs  than  in  the  capital,  are  in  high  reputation  for  wifdom  and  Integrity. 

In  the  fea  port  towns,  the  Emir  Bahrr,  who  is  infpedor  of  the  port,  enjoys  the 
chief  authority  under  the  Dola.  In  other  towns,  the  chief  magiflrate  is  denominated 
Schicch  el  Belled.  He  it  is  who  levies  the  taxes,  and  determines  what  each  individual 
mufl  pay.  The  Emir  es  Souk  regulates  fales  and  markets.  In  Yemen  the  poft  of 
keeper  of  the  prifon  is  honourable,  and  an  objeft  of  ambition. 

Chap.  LXXXV.  —  Of  the  Revenues  of  the  Imam. 

IT  is  no  doubt  difficult  for  a  traveller  to  gain  any  tolerably  accurate  knowledge  of 
the  public  revenue  of  a  Itate  in  which  he  fpends  only  a  fliort  time.  In  Arabia  it  is 
peculiarly  difficult  ;  as  he  miift  here  be  very  cautious  in  putting  queftlons,  that  he  may 
not  render  himfcif  fufpected  among  a  nation  of  whom  fo  few  have  any  knowledge  of 
public  affiiirs. 

I,  however,  had  the  advantage  of  confulting  upon  this  head  a  man  \fho  had  held 
enipjnyinents,  in  which  he  could  not  avoid  making  himfelf  acquainted  with  (he  ftate  of 
the  Imam's  finances.  This  perfon  was  Oraeki,  the  Jew,  furveyor  general  of  the  l)uildings, 
who  had  been  the  favourite  of  two  fucceffive  Imams,  and  of  whofe  adventures  I  hav* 
givt-n  fome  account  in  the  narrative  of  our  journey  to  Sana. 

By  this  Jew's  calculation,  the  revenues  of  Imam  El  Mahadi  Mahomed  amounted  to 
830,000  crowns  in  die  month.     But  the  reigning  family  having  lofl  a  number  of  pro. 
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vincos,  Kataba,  Aden,  Ahu  Arifch,  and  Taoes,  with  part  of  Bellad  Anes,  and  Harras, 
and  having  beftowed  the  diftricts  of  Ofab  and  Mechader  in  fief.  El  Maiifor's  monthly 
income  was  thus  reduced  to  300,000  crowns.  The  prefent  Imam  had  recovered  fome 
of  the  difmembered  territories,  and  had  acquired  others  wliich  had  never  before  be- 
longed to  the  empire.  His  revenue  might  therefore  be  nearly  500,000  crowns  a 
month. 

But  from  this  I  cannot  make  an  eflimate  of  the  Imam's  wealth  ;  for  Oracki,  the  Jew, 
could  give  me  no  information  concerning  his  expenditure.  In  the  provinces,  I  was 
told,  every  DoUi  pays  the  troops  belonging  to  his  government ;  defrays  the  charges  of 
the  police  ;  and,  after  deduding  all  that  the  public  expences  require,  remits  the  furplus 
to  the  Imam, 

This  revenue  arifes  from  a  land  and  a  poll  tax  of  long  ftanding,  and  from  duties 
payable  upon  articles  of  merchandife.  Coffee  atfords  a  very  confiderable  tax.  Before 
it  can  be  put  a  board  a  fhip  for  exportation,  the  Imam  muft  receive  a  fourth  part  of 
the  price  for  which  it  was  fold.  It  is  remarkable,  that  Pliny  even  mentions  it  as  an 
old  cuftom,  for  the  Arabs  to  grant  their  princes  a  fourth  of  the  value  of  their 
produftions. 

Chap.  LXXXVI.  -^  Of  the  Military  Force  of  Sana. 

THE  Imam  keeps  up  a  body  of  regular  troops ;  but  their  precife  number  I  could 
not  learn.  According  to  common  opinion,  it  coulifts  ordinarily  of  four  tlioufand  in- 
fantry, raifed  chiefly  in  Hafchid-u-Bekil,  and  of  one  thoufand  cavalry. 

The  principal  commanding  officers  of  this  army  were  the  four  Schiechs  of  Hamdan» 
Wada,  Sefian,  and  Khaulan.  Befide  thefe  four  general  officers  of  high  birth,  many 
Nakibs  or  officers  of  inferior  defcent,  fome  of  whom  had  even  been  flaves  in  their 
youth,were  alfo  in  the  army.  Nakib  is  the  highelt  title  tliat  tlie  Imam  can  confei".  Schiech 
is  a  title  that  can  only  come  by  defcent,  and  is  peculiar  to  fovereign  princes  and  inde- 
pendent lords. 

In  time  of  peace,  a  foldier  ferving  in  the  cavalry  has  nothing  to  do  but  to  take  care 
of  his  horfe,  and  attend  the  Imam  or  Dola  to  tlie  mofque,  according  as  he  happens  to 
be  quartered  at  Sana,  or  in  one  of  the  provinces.  The  Arabs  are  extremely  attentive 
to  the  breeding  and  management  of  their  horfes.  Each  horfe  is  under  the  care  of  a 
particular  groom.  Their  heads  are  left  at  liberty  ;  but,  to  hinder  them  from  kicking, 
they  are  confined  almofl  clofe  to  the  ground  by  the  legs.  After  conducing  their 
mailer  home  from  the  mofque,  the  cavalry  perform  their  exercife,  which  confifts 
merely  in  riding  after  one  another  at  full  gallop  with  their  lances  couched.  As  the 
nights  are  very  cold  in  Yemen,  cloths  are  always  put  upon  the  horfes,  except  when 
they  are  ridden. 

Moft  of  thofe  who  ferve  in  the  cavalry  have  likewife  civil  employments,  in  which 
they  occupy  themfelves  in  time  of  peace.  I'heir  arms  are  lances  and  fabres.  Some 
carry  piftols  in  the  holders  of  the  faddle.  They  know  nothing  of  the  ufe  of  uniforms  j 
every  one  drefles  after  his  own  fancy. 

The  infantry  in  the  garrifons  are  equally  unemployed  ;  they  never  (land  as  fentinels 
but  at  the  gates  of  cities.  The  Dola  is  attended  by  foot  guards  likewife  to  the  mofque  ; 
they  march  in  rank  and  file.  Four  men  in  arms  leap  before  them  wiih  antic  geflures. 
On  his  return  from  the  mofque,  they  falute  him  with  fome  irregular  difcharges  of  muf- 
quetry.     This  too  is  all  the  exercife  ufed  by  the  infantry. 

I  They 
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They  are  ftill  more  fuitably  clothed  than  the  cavalry.  The  greater  part  wear  nothing 
but  a  piece  of  linen  about  their  loins,  and  a  handkerchief  upon  their  heads.  Some  are  a 
little  better  drefled,  with  a  blue  cap  of  linen  and  a  Ihirt. 

The  Arabs  have  a  fnigular  way  of  difplaying  their  courage  in  engagements,  not 
unlike  the  devotement  to  the  infernal  gods  among  the  ancients.  A  foldier,  willing  to 
fignalize  his  attachment  to  his  mafter,  binds  his  leg  to  his  thigh,  and  continues  to  fire 
away  upon  the  enemy,  till  either  they  be  routed,  or  he  himfelf  be  flain  upon  the  field 
of  battle.  I  could  take  this  only  for  a  fable  when  it  was  firfl:  told  me ;  but  I  was  after- 
wards convinced  of  its  truth,  by  a  late  inftance  in  the  cafe  of  a  Schiech  of  Hafchid-u- 
Bekil,  in  the  Imam's  fervice,  who  devoted  himfelf  in  this  manner,  in  a  battle  againft 
his  own  countrymen.  Six  flaves  charged  mufkets  for  him,  which  he  continued  to  fire 
upon  the  enemy,  till  being  at  lad  deferted  by  the  Imam's  troops,  and  even  by  his  own 
fervants,  he  was  cut  in  pieces. 

Thofe  armies  ufe  no  artillery.  The  Arabs  know  not  how  to  manage  cannons.  In 
fome  towns  they  have  renegadoes  or  vagabond  Turks  for  gunners,  little  lefs  ignorant 
than  themfelves. 

The  Imam,  as  he  has  no  dread  of  enemies  or  corfairs  upon  the  Arabic  Gulph,  needs 
not  to  keep  up  a  naval  force.  His  fubjefts  are  in  general  unfkilled  in  navigation,  as 
I  have  had  Occafion  to  remark.  The  fidiermen  only  difcover  fome  degree  of  courage 
and  dexterity,  venturing  far  out  at  fea  in  fmall  canoes,  fcarcely  furniflied  with  oars. 

Chap.  LXXXVII.  —  Of  the  Arts  and  Commerce  of  Icemen. 

NOTWITHSTANDING  the  natural  abilities  of  the  Arabs,  the  arts  receive  no  en- 
couragement, and  are  totally  neglefted  in  the  the  Imam's  dominions,  and  no  lefs 
throughout  the  neighbouring  countries.  Books  are  fcarce  in  Arabia,  becaufe  the 
Arabs  have  a  dillike  of  printed  characlers.  Their  intricate  alphabetical  writing  is  beft 
performed  with  the  hand  ;  they  can  hardly  read  books  from  our  prefles.  It  was  for 
this  reafon,  that  the  attempt  of  Ibrahim  EiTendi  to  introduce  printing  at  Conltan- 
tinople  failed  ot  fuccefs,  and  the  renegado  \v;is  ruined  by  the  projeft.  The  Hebrew 
charafters,  indeed,  are  much  eafier  cafl,  and  therefore  the  Jcwiih  prefles  at  Conftanti- 
noplc,  Smyrna,  and  Salonica,  may  poflibly  maintain  their  ground. 

The  devotees  among  the  MulTulmans,  and  chiefly  the  fed  of  the  Simnites,  have  a 
fttong  abhorrence  againfl  images  ;  in  confequence  of  which  there  is  neither  painter  nor 
fculptor  in  Yemen  ;  but  a  great  many  infcriptions  are  engraven. 

The  I'urks  have  fome  muficians ;  but  the  Arabs  never  apply  to  mufic  as  a  feparate 
art.     In  Yemen,  I  never  heard  any  mufical  inltrument  but  the  drum  and  the  pipe. 

Much  gold  and  filver  work  is  ]>repared  here  ;  but  the  workers  in  thefe  precious  metals 
are  all  Jews  and  Banians.     Ail  the  current  coin  too  is  llruck  by  Jews. 

All  Arabian  workmen  fit  while  they  work  ;  a  habit  not  confident  with  very  great 
aOivity.  In  walking,  they  have  their  feet  always  bare  ;  as  the  wearing  of  their  fandals 
would  be  troublefome.  Many  work  with  their  feet,  with  little  lefs  dexterity  than  with 
their  hands. 

The  mills  in  Yemen  are  of  a  very  fimple  conftruftion.  But  I  faw  in  Tehama  an 
oil-prefs  wrought  by  an  ox  ;  and  it  is  fiirprifing,  that  the  fame  mode  of  operation  has 
never  yet  been  employed  in  the  corn  mills. 

'I'he  manufai^lures  of  a  people  of  fo  little  induftry  cannot  but  be  very  trifling.  No 
fobres  are  maiiviladiirod  in  Yemen,  nor  any  ed;^ed  vv^eapon,  except  a  fort  of  crooked 
knives  called  Jambea.  The  making  of  match-firelocks  has  been  attempted  here  within 
thefe  few  years  5  it  fuccecds  but  iiiiliHcrently.     It  is  only  of  late  that  ghifs  works  have 
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been  eftabliflied  at  Mokha.  Some  coarfe  cloth  is  manufadured  here ;  but  not  fa 
much  as  is  required  for  the  ufe  of  the  country.  Broad  cloths  are  neither  made  nor 
■worn  here.  The  Englhh  brought  fome  goods  of  this  fort  to  Mokha,  but  were  obliged 
to  carry  them  back  to  India  untold. 

A  country  which  affords  fo  few  articles  for  fale,  cannot  have  a  great  trade.  Coffee 
is  ahnofl  the  fole  article  exported  from  Yemen  ;  a  valuable  commodity,  in  exchange 
for  which  many  of  thofe  things  which  this  country  needs  from  abroad  may  well  be 
obtained. 

I  have  mentioned  the  imports  in  my  account  of  the  trade  of  Mokha.  All  the  com- 
merce of  Yemen  is  carried  on  by  this  port,  except  only  that  fome  fnvdl  quantities  of 
coffee  are  exported  by  Loheia  and  Hodeida.  What  has  been  faid,  therefore,  of  the 
trade  of  Mokha,  may  be  confidered  as  relating  to  the  trade  of  all  Yemen. 

Chap.  LXXXVIII.  —  Of  the  Principal  Towns  in  the  Imam's  Dominions. 

IN  the  travels  of  our  whole  party,  and  in  my  own  feparate  cxcurfions,  I  traverfed 
a  great  part  of  the  Imam's  dominions,  which  I  have  occafionally  defcribed  in  the  courfe 
of  my  narrative.  I  am  now,  therefore,  only  to  fpeak  of  fome  places  more  remote  from 
the  coaft,  which  I  had  not  occafion  to  vifit  myfelf,  and  which  yet  feem  to  deferve  notice. 
I  fhall  mention  nothing  but  what  I  learned  from  perfons  who  had  full  accefs  to  certain 
information. 

I  have  already  given  a  general  defcription  of  Tehama,  that  vafl  plain  through  which 
I  travelled  from  one  end  of  it  to  the  other.  I  have,  therefore,  nothing  to  add  to  what 
has  been  faid  concerning  the  governments  of  Mokha,  Haes,  Jebid,  Beit  el  Fakih,  Ho- 
deida, and  Loheia. 

In  the  highlands  I  faw  and  have  defcribed  the  governments  of  Sana,  Damar,  Jerim, 
Mechader,  Dsjobla,  Tax,  Bellad  Aklan,  Udden,  Harras,  and  Mofhak.  The  following 
are  the  other  towns  and  diflrids,  which  I  know  only  by  hearfay. 

Doran,  in  which  feveral  Imams  refide,  is  a  very  ancient  city,  fituate  on  the  declivity 
of  a  mountain,  not  far  from  the  roads  between  Sana  and  Damar.  The  diftrifl:  is  under 
the  government  of  a  paiticular  Schiech,  as  is  aifo  Dsjebbel  Scherki,  a  great  mountain  in 
its  vicinity. 

Kataba  is  a  city  governed  by  a  Dola,  and  defended  by  a  ftrong  citadel,  lying  in  a  fertile 
country,  through  which  paffes  a  fine  river,  whofe  waters  are  difcharged  into  the  fea  at 
Aden.  In  this  diflrift  is  a  range  of  wild  and  lofty  mountains,  bordering  on  the  territories 
of  the  Imam. 

Hodsjerie  was  originally  a  diftrifl  and  government  belonging  to  Sana  ;  became  after- 
wards the  domain  of  the  famous  Schiech  Abd  Urrab  ;  but  is  now  reunited  to  the  do- 
minions of  the  Imam.  It  contains  Dimlu,  a  ftrong  city,  upon  a  mountain,  which  Abul- 
feda  calls  the  King's  Treafury  ;  and  Mukatera,  a  fortrefsfaid  to  be  impregnable,  which 
ftands  upon  a  lofty  and  precipitous  hill,  accellible  only  by  one  narrow  path,  which  is- 
(hut  up  by  a  gate ;  but  fertile  on  the  fummit  in  corn,  and  plentifully  fupplied  with 
water. 

Ofab  is  a  diftrid  held  in  fief  from  the  Imam  by  one  of  his  relations.  In  it  are  a  fmall 
village,  and  three  ftrong  caftles,  upon  hills. 

Kufma  is  a  fmall  town,  ftanding  upon  a  high  hill.  Its  confines  I  had  occafion  to 
fee,  where  it  meets  Tehama.  The  mountains  in  it  produce  coffee,  and  extend  far 
through  the  interior  country.  They  are  free  Arabs  who  inhabit  them.  Dsjebi,  a 
town,  with  a  diftrid  of  confiderable  extent,  in  which  are  a  number  of  independent 

Schiechs, 
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Schiechs,  lies  farther  northward.  Thefe  two  diflrifts  form  together  the  country  of 
Rema  ;  the  merchants  of  which  are  often  mentioned  in  ancient  hiflory.  It  is  a  fertile 
tract  of  country,  abounding  chiefly  in  grapes  acd  coffee. 

Homran  is  an  ancient  city,  with  a  ruinous  citadel.  In  a  hill,  in  its  vicinity,  there  are 
faid  to  oe  three  hundred  and  fixty  refervoirs  for  water  cut  in  the  rock.  The  diftricl 
in  which  it  lies,  approaches  near  to  the  road  between  Sana  and  Beit  el  Fakih.  Burra,  a 
large  and  fertile  mountain,  is  comprehended  in  it. 

In  the  province  of  Hofaifch,  extended  over  the  mountains  of  Melhan,  (lands  Seiekin, 
Vi  town  of  confiderable  fize. 

Manacha  is  alio  a  confiderable  town,  and  famous  for  its  fairs.  It  is  the  k''X  oftht 
Dola  of  Harras.  In  the  heart  of  his  government  lies  the  didrict  of  Safan,  In  which 
Schiech  Mecrami  has  an  alnioft  impregnable  caitle,  which  he  took,  feme  years  fmce, 
by  iurprile. 

Nortli  weft  from  Sana  is  a  mountainous  and  cxtenfive  trad  of  country,  which  is  con- 
fidered  as  belonging  to  the  Imam.  But  many  Schiechs  are  in  it,  who  acknowledge  not 
this  Pruice  for  their  Sovereign.  He  poffelles,  however,  a  number  of  towns  in  it,  and 
governs  thefe  by  Dolas,  whofe  authority  is  commonly  confmed  within  the  walls  of  the 
places  of  their  reudence.     Such  are  the  following  : 

Tulla,  a  liiong  town,  with  a  citadel,  in  wluch  a  Dola  refides,  whofe  jurifdI£lion  extends 
over  another  fmall  town  with  a  citadel.  Ihe  reft  of  the  environs  belongs  to  Schiechs. 
In  this  diftrid:  is  Schhashhava,  a  large  mountain,  on  which  are  more  than  three  hundred 
villages,  umlcr  tlie  dominion  of  various  Schieclis  ;  famous,  too,  as  having  been  the  feat 
of  Khail'em,  the  tuunder  of  the  reigning  iamilv. 

Khamir,  a  hjrtified  town,  htuatc  in  the  middle  of  the  territories  of  the  confederates 
of  Ilafchid-u-Bekil. —  It  coft  the  Imam  no  fmall  trouble  to  retain  polleffion  of  this 
town. 

Medem,  the  capital  of  Hamdan,  in  which  the  Schiech  has  a  palace.  This  principality 
is  two  days  journey  in  length,  and  one  in  breadth.  It  is  reckoned  among  the  dominions 
of  Sana,  becaufe  the  reigning  chief  has  been  made  to  acknowledge  himielf  the  Imam's 
vaflal. 

Amran,  a  town  with  a  citadel  in  a  fertile  country,  which  once  belonged  to  the  allies 
of  Hafchid-u-BckjI.  Saad  el  Kliammel,  one  of  the  moft  ancient  and  famous  kings  of 
Yemen,  is  interred  in  this  diftrid. 

Chap.  LXXXIX.  —  Of  the  Princes  and  Schiechs  wit  bin  the  Dominions  0/  the  Imam. 

ONE  of  the  moll  fmgular  and  curious  fads  in  the  hiftory  of  Arabia,  is,  its  having 
always  been,  even  from  the  moft  remote  antiquity,  parcelled  out  among  fuch  a  number 
of  potty  princes  and  independent  lords.  The  hiftory  of  Arabia  exhibits,  through  its 
whole  courfe,  nearly  the  fame  political  arrangements  which  appear  to  have  prevailed 
in  Europe,  for  fome  centuries,  in  the  middle  age  ;  with  this  difference  only,  that 
the  Schiechs  have  feldom  been  in  a  ftatc  of  vallalage,  and  never  knew  the  feudal 
government. 

The  nature  and  local  circumftances  of  Arabia  are  favourable  to  the  fpirit  of  inde- 
pendence, which  diftinguifhes  its  inliabitants  from  other  nations.  Their  defarts  and 
mountains  have  always  i'ecured  them  from  the  encroaclunents  of  conqueft.  Thofe  in- 
habiting the  plains  have  indeed  been  fubdued  ;  but  their  fervitude  has  been  only  tem- 
porary ;  and  the  only  foreign  powers  to  whofe  arms  they  have  \  ielded,  have  been  thofe 
bordering  on  the  two  guiphs  between  which  this  country  lies. 

Independent 


112  TRAVELS    IM    ARABIA,   BY    CARSTEN    NIEBUHR. 

Independent  Schiechs  are  therefore  to  be  found  among  the  Bedouins,  or  wandering; 
Arabs,  who  cfcape  oppreOion  in  confequence  of  the  barrennefs  of  their  lands,  and  of 
the  facihty  with  whicli  they  retire  into  the  defarts,  whither  no  armies  can  follow  them  ; 
and  among  the  Kobails,  or  Arabian  Highlanders,  who  inhabit  wild  and  lofty  chains  of 
mountains,  yet  of  fulHcient  fertility  to  afford  fubfUlence  to  a  frugal  race,  blocked  up  by 
their  enemies  in  this  retreat. 

Of  the  latter  are  the  Schiechs  eflablifhed  within  the  Imam's  dominions.  The  hills 
which  thev  occupy  are  high  and  precipitous,  yet  cultivated  up  to  tl.eir  loftieft  peaks, 
and  abounding  in  produftions  of  various  forts.  Thefe  hills  are  very  difficult  of  accefs ; 
and  the  paffes  through  the  valleys  are  ufually  barred,  either  by  fortifications,  or  by 
caflles  upon  infulated  rocks.  A  circumftance,  to  fliew  with  what  eafe  the  Schiechs  de- 
fend themfelves,  is,  that  the  Imams,  although  they  had  little  difficulty  in  expelling 
the  Turks  from  the  low  country,  have  never  been  able,  with  all  their  efforts,  to  reduce 
thofcHighlanders,  except  only  a  fmall  number  who  have  been  brought  to  recognize  their 
territorial  fuperiority. 

I  could  not  learn  the  names,  either  of  all  thofe  Schiechs,  or  of  their  dominions.  From 
the  few,  however,  that  came  to  my  knowledge,  one  may  conceive  how  numerous  they 
are  ;  fince  the  domains  of  fo  many  are  intermixed  through  territories  of  no  greater 
extent  than  thofe  of  the  Imam  of  Sana. 

There  is  not  one  independent  Schiech  in  the  Tehama.  But  not  far  from  the 
royal  refidence,  in  the  province  of  Siuia,  is  a  tribe  of  Bedouins,  denominated  Beni 
Dabbean. 

In  the  government  of  Bellad  Anes  are  two  Schiechs  of  eminence,  the  Schiech  of 
Bellad  Anes,  and  of  the  mountains  of  Scherki. 

The  lofty  and  extenfive  mountain  of  Sumara  belongs  in  part  to  Schiech  Wadey, 
and  partly  to  the  Schiech  of  Beni  HalTan  :  thefe  are  both  vaifals  to  the  Imam.  But 
the  town  ofHofaech,  in  the  vicinity  of  this  mountain,  is  ruled  by  an  independent 
Schiech. 

The  famous  hill  ofSabbar,  which  I  mentioned  in  my  account  ofTaoes,  is  faid  to  be 
parcelled  out  among  more  than  a  hundred  free  and  hereditary  Schiechs,  perfeftly  in- 
dependent of  the  Imam,  although  furrounded  on  all  hands  by  his  territories.  This 
fertile  mountain  confifts  of  a  chain  of  hills  of  various  heights. 

In  the  government  of  Hodsjerie  are  the  Schiechs  of  Manfora  and  Afics.  The  diftrift 
of  Beni  Jufof,  and  the  hill  of  Habbefchi,  contain  alfo  a  good  number  of  hereditary 
independent  lords.  \ 

I  have  already  fpokenof  the  prince  of  Beni  Aklan,  who  refidcs  at  Dorebat,  and  of 
the  independent  Schiechs  who  poflefs  mount  Kamara,  lying  within  this  principality.  In 
giving  an  account  of  my  excurfion  through  the  highlands  of  Yemen,  in  company  with 
Air.  For(kal,  I  at  the  fame  time  mentioned  the  prince  of  Uddcn,  and  his  dominions.  In 
nobility  of  family,  and  dignity  of  rank,  thefe  two  princes  are  inferior  to  none  in 
Arabia. 

The  prince  of  Ofab  is  of  the  Imam's  family,  and  a  vaffal  to  that  prince  ;  his  princi- 
pality being  a  territory  that  has  been  detached  from  the  dominions  of  Sana. 

Ill  r.o  diftrift  are  there  a  greater  number  of  confidcrable  Schiechs  than  in  Kufma,  the 
moft  weffern  range  of  the  coffee  mountains.  This  diflirift,  confiding  entirely  of  pre- 
cipitous hills,  planted  with  coffee  trees  to  the  very  fummits,  is  naturally  populous,  in 
confequence  of  affording  fo  profitable  a  produce  as  coffee,  in  fuch  abundance.  Hence 
it  IS,  that  thofe  gentry  are  here  fo  rich  and  numerous.  I  was  told  of  more  than  thirty, 
who  draw  large  revenues  from  the  markets  within  their  dominions,  at  which  an  aftonifh- 

ing 
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ing  quantity  of  coffee  is  fold.  Thefe  Schiechs  are  all  independent,  and  refide  in  fortified 
callles  upon  the  mountains. 

The  government  of  Dsjebi  being,  with  refpefV  to  external  appearance,  foil,  and  pro- 
ductions, pr'.'cifely  of  the  fame  charader  as  Kufma,  is,  like  it,  full  of  Schiechs  of 
eminence.  I  learned  the  names  of  a  dozen  of  them.  They  live  in  the  fame  ftyle  as 
the  others. 

On  Mount  Harras,  a  large  hill,  fertile  in  vii-'es,  are  likewife  fome  caftles,  belonging 
to  independent  lords.     This,  among  other  diltricls,  was  fcizcd  by  Schiech  Mecrami. 

fn  the  territories  which  have  been  conquered  by  the  Imanis  from  the  allies  of  Haf- 
chid-u-Bekil,  are  dill  many  free  domains.  About  ten  or  a  dozen  of  the  molt  eminent 
Schiechs,  are  the  Schiechs  Beni  Afchiab,  Shemfan,  and  Marani.  Near  TuUa,  fi  alfo 
Sejid  Machfen  of  Hadsje,  a  principality  anciently  held  under  the  reigning  family. 

The  mountain  Scha;hara,  with  its  three  hundred  villages,  is  fhared  out  among  a 
great  many  Schiechs,  moft  of  whom  were  related  to  the  royal  family  before  its  elevation 
to  the  throne  of  S;ma. 

The  prince  of  Hamdan  is  diflinguiflied  for  his  power,  and  the  antiquity  of  his  family; 
he  being  defcended  from  the  tribe  of  Hamdan,  which  was  known  long  before  the  days 
of  Maliomct.  Yet,  with  thefe  advantages,  he  has  been  reduced  to  a  itate  of  vaffalage, 
probably  becaufe  his  country  was  too  plain  and  too  narrow  for  defence  againft  an  enemy. 
In  this  principality  is  Muakeb,  a  city^  of  a  fmgular  conftruftion ;  its  houfes  are  all  cut  out 
in  the  natural  rock. 

From  this  detail,  it  appears,  that  the'ftate  of  Yemen  is  not  unlike  to  that  of  Germany. 
The  Arabs  want  only  a  head  ;  they  have  princes,  a  body  of  nobility,  and  an  ariflocratic 
league.  But  their  conftitution  is  not  of  recent  origin;  nor  did  it  take  its  rife  in  the 
forelts.  It  is  as  ancient  as  fociety  itfelf,  and  will  probably  lafl  while  the  country  endures 
in  which  nature  has  ellablifhed  it. 


OF    THE    PROVINCE    OF    HADRAMAUT. 

Chap.  XC.  —  Of  the  general  Chara^a;  and  of  the  Commerce  of  this  Province. 

HADRAMAUT  is  bounded  on  the  weft  by  Yemen,  on  the  fouth-eaft  by  the  ocean, 
on  the  nortii-e.ill:  by  Oman,  and  on  the  north  by  a  great  defart.  It  comprehends  a  wide 
extent  of  country,  efpecially  if,  with  the  Arabians,  we  include  in  it  the  diltrift  of  Mahhra. 
Mahhra  feems  to  be  like  Tehama,  a  fandy  plain,  extending  in  breadth,  from  the  fliorcs 
of  the  ocean  backward  to  where  the  hill  country  commences.  Thefe  plains  have  pro- 
bably been  once  covered  by  the  fca. 

Such  being  the  (late  of  the  coaft,  and  of  the  Higlilands,  Hadramaut,  like  Yemen, 
exhibits  gre;  t  diverfities  of  foil  and  furfacc.  Some  parts  of  it  are  dry  and  defart ;  but 
the  hills  are  extremely  fertile,  and  are  interfected  by  well  watered  vales. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  province,  too,  are  divided,  like  thofe  of  Yemen,  into  Arabs 
fettled  in  towns,  wandering  Bedouins,  and  Kobails  or  Highlanders.  A  native  of  Ha- 
dramaut,  with  whom  I  had  opportunities  of  converfing,  defcribed  his  country  as  the 
feat  ot  fciv^ice  and  religion.  The  other  Arabs  are  lefe  favourable  in  their  accounts, 
and  not  without  reafon,  if  one  may  judge  from  the  coarfenefs  of  the  dialed  fpoken  in 
this  province.  It  differs  fo  confidcrably  from  that  of  Yemen,  that  I  needed  an  inter- 
preter to  affift  me  in  converfmg  with  the  pcrfon  who  entertained  me  with  the  above 
pompous  eulogium  of  his  coimtrv.  The  religion  of  his  countrymen  mull  be  a  tiffue  of 
fant'.ftic  pieces  of  fuperftition  ;  for  the  Sunnitcs  are  the  prevalent  fed  among  them. 

VOL.  X.  Q  Arabia 
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Arabia  the  Happy,  comprchendinsf,  as  I  have  above  re'r.arked,  the  two  provmces  of 
Yemen  anu  Hiuuaniaut,  enjoyed,  ia  the  remoteft  times,  a  very  extcnfivii  commerce. 
Its  exports  c.nil'ifLed  not  only  in  its  own  produtlions,  but  in  thofe  of  India  likewife, 
which  were  brought  into  its  harbours,  upon  the  fhores  of  the  ocean,  by  veflels  from 
India.  As  the  navigation  of  the  Arabic  Gulph  was  always  reckoned  dangerous,  thofe 
articles  of  merchandize  were  conveyed  by  land  into  Egvpt  and  Syria.  The  caravans 
were  a  il  urce  of  wealth  to  the  whole  nation ;  the  inhabitants  of  the  towns  gained 
bv  purchafes  and  fales,  and  the  Bedouins  b\  hiring  out  their  cameb.  There  is, 
therefore,  the  greateii:  truth  in  the  accounts  of  the  ;mcients,  which  defcribes  fo 
pompoufly  the  opulence  of  the  Happy  Arabia,  although  its  prefent  flate  be  fiir  from 
riouriming. 

Since  the  Europeans  have  difcovered  a  diiferent  route  to  India,  the  trade  of  South 
Arabia  has  necefl'arily  declined.  To  Yemen  the  lofs  is  made  up  by  the  exportation  of 
fuch  immenfe  quantities  of  coffee  ;  a  traffic  begun  two  centuries  ago,  and  Itill  increaf- 
ing  :  but  Hadramaut,  producing  little  coffee,  has  no  fuch  refource,  and  is  therefore  not 
likely  to  recover  fuddenly  from  the  dilhdvantagcs  which  it  has  fuffered  by  the  lofs  of  its 
Indian  trade. 

Yet  this  province  ftill  carries  on  fome  trade  m  its  native  productions ;  for  thefe, 
fhips  from  Maikat  vilit  its  harbours  upon  the  ocean.  The  little  coffee  which  it  affords, 
incenfe,  gum  Arabic,  dragon's  blood,  myrrh,  and  aloes,  are  the  articles  of  this  trade. 
The  incenfe  of  Arabia  is  not  of  the  very  bell  quality  ;  but  the  aloes  of  Soccatra,  an 
ifle  belonging  to  the  princes  of  Hadramaut,  has  been  always  in  the  very  higheft 
eftimation. 

The  inhabitants  of  Hadramaut  have  likewife  fome  trivial  manufactures.  Yemen  is 
furnilhed  from  this  province  with  coarfe  cloths,  carpets,  and  the  knives  called  Jambea, 
which  are  hung  from  the  girdle.  But  the  inhabitants  of  Hadramaut  being  averfe  to  a 
maritime  life,  the  trade  from  their  fea  ports  is  all  carried  on  in  foreign  bottoms. 

Chap.  XCI.  —  Of  the  Principal  Towns  in  Hadramaut. 

THERE  are  in  Hadramaut  a  good  many  confiderable  to'wns,  which  were  known  to 
the  ancients,  perhaps  better  than  they  are  at  prefent.  NoUvithitanding  the  pains  which 
I  took,  I  could  learn  the  names  only  of  a  few  of  thofe  places.  What  I  know  of  the  reft, 
I  had  from  fome  perfons  not  very  well  acquainted  vvdtli  the  prefent  ftate  of  Hadramaut. 
I  Ihall  repeat  what  was  told  me  concerning  fome  of  thofe  cities. 

Schibam,  ?.  large  city,  and  the  feat  of  a  powerful  prince,  is  eight  days  journey  diftant 
from  Sana,  and  ten  from  Mareb.  An  Arabian  from  Mareb  informed  me,  that  he  had 
not  found  a  fingle  village  in  Dsjof,  on  his  way  from  his  native  city ;  but  that,  as  he 
travelled  through  Hadramaut,  he  had  been  in  feveral  confiderable  towns.  Schibam 
feems  to  be  the  Saba  of  the  ancients,  from  which  the  Sabaeaus  were  denominated.  This 
people  occupied  the  fouthem  parts  of  Arabia,  before  Mareb  became  the  capital  of  their 
empT.e. 

i)oan,  in  which  a  Schiech  refides,  is  five  and  twenty  days  journey  eaflward  from 
Sana,  and  eleven  from  Kefchim.  An  inhabitant  of  Doan,  whom  I  met  with  in  Yemen, 
told  m?,  that  it  was  a^larger  and  more  elegant  city  than  Sana. 

Dafar  is  a  well  known  fea  port  town,  from  which  incenfe,  called  in  Arabia  Oliban  or 
libon,  is  oxponed.  This  incenfe  is  not  nearly  fo  good  as  that  of  India.  The  Arabians 
are  blamed  for  leliing  both  dieir  incenfe  and  tJaeir  gmn  without  purifying  them.    T-his 

neglect 
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negleft  occafions  a  deterioration  in  the  quality,  and  a  reduftion  in  the  price.  A  Schiech 
likewife  refides  in  Dafar. 

Kefchini  is  a  fea  port  town,  and  the  feat  of  a  fovereign  prince.  Its  inhabitants  are 
faid  to  be  highly  civilized,  and  to  receive  all  ftrangers  hofpitably.  The  Englifh  fome- 
times  vifit  this  harbour. 

Merbat  and  Hafek  arc  two  cities,  known  only  for  the  traffic  which  their  inhabitants 
carr)'  on  in  incenfe  produced  in  that  neighbourhood.  The  quantity  of  this  incenfe  is  not 
fo  confiderable  as  that  which  cOmes  from  Dafar ;  but  it  is  better  in  quality  than  that 
from  Schashhr.  The  great  confumption  of  incenfe  in  the  Indian  temples,  and  even  in 
private  houfes,  through  fome  countries  in  the  Eaft,  is  what  chiefly  occafions  the  demand 
for  this  article.     It  is  not  ufed  in  the  mofques.  • 

Ainad  is  a  confiderable  tov/n,  thirteen  days  journey  from  Kefchim,  and  feven  from 
Scha:hhr.  An  inhabitant  of  this  town,  whom  I  faw  in  Mafkat,  told  me,  what  divers 
other  Arabians  confirmed,  that  the  tomb  of  the  ancient  prophet  Kachtan  or  Jaktan, 
mentioned  in  the  Koran,  ftands  within  a  day's  journey  of  Ainad.  Even  before  the  davs 
of  Mahomet,  pilgrims  ufed  to  vifit  this  tomb.  The  inhabitants  of  Hadramaut  flill  affemble 
at  a  certain  time  to  perform  their  devotions  there.  A  famous  fair  is  held  at  it.  It  is 
remarked,  that  all  pilgrimages  to  one  place,  for  fo  many  centuries,  owe  their  continued 
exiftence  to  cominerce. 

This  fame  Arab  from  Ainad  named  to  m,e  more  than  a  fcore  of  cities,  in  the  interior 
parts  of  the  province,  which  he  had  vifited.  As  I  know  nothing  of  them  but  their 
names,  I  fhall  not  fet  down  the  bare  lift. 

There  are  alfo  feyeral  fea  ports,  concerning  which  I  could  obtain  no  particular  in- 
formation. What  was  particularly  ftriking  in  the  lilts  of  names  mentioned  to  me,  was 
the  remarkable  refemblance  of  the  names  of  many  of  the  prefent  cities  in  Hadramaut,  to 
thofe  of  the  cities  of  Arabia  fpoken  of  by  the  moft  ancient  hiftorians.  Many  of  thefe 
eftablilhments,  in  this  province,  niuft  have  exifted  in  the  fame  ftate  from  the  moft  re- 
mote antiquity. 

Thefe  obfervations  lead  me  to  think,  that  a  journey  through  this  province  might 
prove  at  leaft  no  lefs  interefting  than  our  journey  through  Yemen.  The  difficulties  at- 
tending fuch  an  expedition,  could  not  be  greater  than  thofe  which  we  had  to  ftruggle 
with.  1  was  acquainted  with  a  Turk,  who  related  to  me  with  what  eafe  and  fafety  he  had 
vilited  the  feveral  fea  port  towns  in  South  Arabia.  The  inhabitants  of  that  coaft,  re- 
membering the  wealth  which  ftrangers  ufed  to  bring  thither  in  former  times,  and  long 
accuftomed  to  receive  them  well,  would  undoubtedly  give  Europeans  a  favourable  re- 
ception at  prefent. 

Chap.  XCII.  —  Of  the  Sovereign  Princes  in  Hadramaut. 

THE  Bedouins,  and  inhabitants  of  the  hills,  have  here,  as  well  as  through  the  reft 
of  Arabia,  a  number  of  independent  Schiechs  ;  but,  not  knowing  particulars,  I  can  fay 
nothing  of  them. 

The  coarts,  and  the  adjacent  country,  ,Tre  fliared  among  fovereigns  of  higher  dignity, 
whom  travellers  have  called  Kings,  although  they  take  only  the  title  of  Schiech  or 
Sultan.     TheSchiech  of  Schibam  I  have  already  mentioned  as  one  of  the  moft  powerftil, 

Dnan  belongs  to  a  Schiech,  whom  I  believe  to  be  a  defcendant  of  Mahomet,  and  of 
the  family  of  the  Imams;  ior  he  who  reigned  in  1763  was  called  Sejid  Ifii  el  Amudi. 
In  a  neighbouring  city,  are  the  tombs  of  all  the  princes  of  the  illuftrious  houfe  of 
Amudi. 

Q  2  Tlie 
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The  Schiech  of  Dafar  is  alio  a  Sovereign  Prince  ;  but  I  know  not  either  his  ;iame, 
or  the  extent  of  his  power. 

He  of  Kefcljiin,  called  by  feme  travellers,  King  of  Fartak,  is  the  moll  powerful. 
His  dominions  comprehend  a  conndorable  number  of  cities,  among  which  is  that  of 
Fartak  ;  and  hence  the  fancied  kingdom  of  Fart.'.k,  rcprefented  in  various  maps.  One 
of  the  princes  of  Kelchim  may  have,  fome  time  or  other,  refided  in  that  city,  and  may 
thus  have  given  rife  to  the  idea  of  a  Sovereign  of  Fartak.  Befide  his  poffeflions  on  the 
continent,  the  Schiech  of  Kefcliim  is  likewife  Lord  of  the  ifland  of  Soccatra,  or  Socca- 
tora,  famous  for  its  aloes.  The  prefumptive  heir  to  the  reigning  Sciiiech  is  always 
.  governor  of  this  ifland,  which  feems  to  have  belonged  to  thei'e  Arabian  Princes  from 
time*immeniorial.  Arrian  relates  that,  in  the  period  concerning  which  he  writes,  it 
was  iubjedt  to  the  Sovereigns  of  the  incenfe, country.  The  firft  I'ortuguefe  who  vifited 
Arabia  found  the  Prince  of  Kefchim  ftill  in  the  undillurbed  poflelfion  of  this  part  of  the 
ancient  dominions  of  his  family. 

The  principality  of  Ainad  mufl  beextenfive,  if  the  account  may  be  credited,  which  I 
received  from  a  native  of  a  city  of  the  fame  name.  But  I  have  reid"on  to  fulpeft,  that 
the  Sovereign  of  Ainad  is  one  of  thofe  Sultans  of  Jafa  who  have  conquered  fome  terri- 
tories in  Hadramaut. 

There  are  probably  ftill  other  fovereign  ftates  in  this  widely  extended  province.  But 
I  had  not  opportunities  of  acquiring  farther  knowledge  of  a  cdlintry,  which,  for  many 
reafons,  deferves  to  be  better  known. 

OF    THE    PROVINCE    OF    OMAN. 

Chap.  XCIII. — Of  Oman  in  general. 

THE  province  of  Oman  is  bounded  on  the  eaft  by  the  ocean  ;  on  the  north  by 
ihc  Perfian  Culph  ;  on  the  weft  and  the  fouth  by  extenfive  defarts.  I  vifited  no  part  of 
it,  but  tl>e  environs  of  Mafkat ;  and,  therefore,  do  not  fpeak  concerning  it  from  peifonal 
obfervation. 

It  is  pofl'efled  by  a  number  of  petty  Sovereigns,  the  moft  confiderable  of  whom  is  the 
Imam  of  Oman  or  Mall^at.  I'he  Princes  of  Dsjau,  Gabria,  Gafar,  Rank,  Gabbi, 
Dahhara,  Makaniat,  and  Seer,  have  the  title  of  Schiech. 

The  whole  weftern  fide  of  Oman  is  one  fimdy  plain,  a  day's  journey  in  length,  and 
extending  from  the  village  of  Sib  to  tlie  town  of  Sohar.  The  Imam's  territories  are 
mountainous  to  the  very  brink  of  the  fliore.  The  rivers  continue  to  flow  throughout 
the  year,  all,  except  that  near  which  Sohar  ftands,  which,  traverfing  an  arid  plain,  lofes 
itfelf  among  the  fands,  and  reaches  the  fea  only  in  the  rainy  feafon. 

The  country  affords  plenty  of  cheefe,  barlev,  lentiles,  with  feveral  different  forts  of 
grapes.  Of  dates  fuch  abundance  is  here  produced,  as  to  yield  an  annual  exportation 
of  feveral  fliips  lading;  and  there  is  variety  of  other  fruits,  and  of  pulfe.  Here  are  alfo 
lead  and  copper  mines.  Fiflies  are  fo  plentiful  upon  the  coaft,  and  fo  eafily  caught,  as  to 
be  ufed  not  only  for  feeding  cows,  afles,  and  other  domeftic  animals,  but  even  as  manure 
to  the  fields- 

The  inhabitants  are  of  different  fefts  in  religion,  and  mutually  regard  one  another  as 
heretics.  The  fubjefts  of  the  Imam  follow  one  MulTulmau  dotlor  j  thofe  of  the  Schiechs 
anotl^er. 
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Chap.  XCIV.  —  0/the  Territories  of  the  Imam  of  Oman,  or  Mafkat. 

THE  territory  pofTefied  by  the  Imam  of  Oman  is  pretty  extenfive,  and  contains  a 
good  many  towns,  mofl:  of  which  are  but  little  known.  I  (hall  mention  only  fome  few 
particulars,  which  I  learned  concerning  the  more  remarkable  among  them. 

Roftak,  a  ci:y  at  fome  diftance  from  the  fea,  is  the  feat  of  the  Sovereign.  In  its  nelj^h- 
bourhood  is  Dsjebbel  Akdar,  the  liigheft  and  largeft  mountain  inCinan,  and  diil:ingui(hed 
for  its  fertility  in  fruits,  efpecially  grapes.  Sohar  is  an  ancient  and  celeb/ated  city,  but 
greatly  decayed. 

South  from  Roftak,  ftands  Kalbat,  an  ancient  city,  which  was  once  in  a  flcdfifliing 
condition. 

'  TJ]e  Imam  of  Oman  poffeffes  alfo  Kiloa  and  Sinsjibar,  upon  the  eaflern  coaft  of  Africa, 
which  were,  not  long  fmce,  conquered  by  one  of  his  anceftors. 

Tlie  molt  impoitant  and  bcft  known  city  in  the  dominions  of  this  Imam  is  Mafkat ; 
in  confequence  of  which,  he  is,  by  many  travellers,  called  King  of  Mafkat.  It  ftands 
at  one  end  of  a  beautiful  plain,  befide  a  fmali  gulph,  encompafled  with  fteep  rocks, 
formuig  an  excellent  harbour,  in  which  the  largeft  veflels  may  find  flicker.  This 
harbour  is  likewife  pi'otected  by  forts ;  and  the  city  thus  fortified  both  by  art  imd 
nature. 

Arrian  calls  it  Mofca,  and  Tpeaks  of  it  as  being,  even  then,  a  great  emporium  of  the 
trade  of  Arabia,  Perfia,  and  India.  iVIafkat  has  ever  enjoyed  this  advantage,  and  even 
at  prefent  poffeires  a  conftderable  trade.  I  he  Portuguefe  made  themfelves  mafters  of 
it  in  1508.  Two  churches,  one  of  which  is  now  a  magazine,  and  the  other  the  houfe 
of  the  VVali  or  Governor,  ftill  remain  to  fliew  that  they  were  once  eftablifticd  here.  An 
hundred  and  fifty  years  after  their  conqueft  of  Mafkat,  the  Portuguefe  were  driven  hence 
by  the  Arabs,  through  the  treacherous  aid  of  a  Banian,  who  had  been  robbed  of  his 
daughter  by  the  Portuguefe  governor. 

In  no  other  M.ihometan  city  are  the  Banians  fo  numerous  as  in  Mafkat ;  their  number 
in  this  city  amounts  to  no  fewer  than  twelve  hundred.  They  are  permitted  to  live  agree- 
ably to  their  own  laws,  to  bring  their  wives  hither,  to  fet  up  idols  in  their  chambers,  and 
to  burn  their  dead.  If  a  Banian  intrigues  here  with^a  Muflulman  woman,  government 
does  not  treat  him  with  the  fame  feverity  as  he  would  meet  with  elfewhere. 

With  rofpect  to  the  Imam's  revenue,  I  could  learn  nothing,  but  that  the  duties  levied 
upon  merchant  goods  amount  to  about  100,000  rupees.  At  Malkat,  Europeans  pay  five 
per  cent,  upon  imports;  Miihometans  fix  and  a  half;  and  Jews  and  Banians  feven  per 
cent.  The  Imam's  natural  fubjefts  pay  fix  per  cent,  in  kind,  upon  dates  exported^, 
vhich  are  the  principal  article  that  the  country  affords. 

Chap.  XCV. —  Of  the  RevoTutions  of  Oman. 

TIIF.RE  are  in  Oman  three  very  ancient  and  illuftrious  families  ;  thofe  of  Gafari, 
Hamani,  and  Arrabi.  I"he  latter  pretends  to  be  defcendud  from  the  Rorcifch  of 
Mecca,  who  were  famous  before  the  days  of  Mahomet.  However  this  may  be,  the 
family  of  Arrabi  have  long  reigned  at  Mafkat,  but  are  not  at  prefent  in  pofl'eflion  of 
the  Uipreme  power.  Tiie events  which  degraded  them  from  the  throne  are  connected 
with  the  hiftory  of  Nadir  Schah,  the  lafi  Monarcli  of  Perfia.     Lu  order  to  convey 
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diftinft  ideas  of  them,  it  will  be  necelTary  to  go  back  to  fome  things  that  happened  In 
the  laft  century. 

Imam  INIalek,  of  the  houfe  of  Arrabi,  was  mafler  of  all  Oman,  and  added  to  his 
dominions,  by  conqueft,  Kunk,  Kifchme,  Hormus,  and  Baharein.  His  fon  dill  extended 
thefe  conquers,  making  himfelf  mafler  of  Kiloa  and  Sinsjibar,  in  Africa.  But,  in 
the  reign  of  his  grandion  Ben  Seif,  the  new  Monarch  of  Perfia,  Schah  Nadir  fent 
an  army  to  conquer  Oman.  The  Perfians  loft  many  of  tlicir  number  among  the 
hills,  and  were  repulfed.  Ben  Seif  accordingly  continued  to  occupy  the  throne  till 
his  death. 

Upon  his  deceafe,  Mohammed  Gafari,  prince  of  Gabrin,  made  himfelf  mafler  of  the 
greater  part  of  Oman,  and  aflumed  the  title  of  Imam.  His  fon  El  Nafer  proved  un- 
able to  maintain  the  conquefts  of  his  father.  Seif  el  Afdi,  fon  to  the  laft  Imam  of  the 
family  of  Ai-rabi,  made  himfelf  be  proclaimed  Imam,  and  forced  Nafer  to  content  him- 
felf with  his  patrimony,  the  principality  of  Gabrin. 

Imam  Seit  el  Afdi  was  an  indolent  voluptuous  prince.  Not  content  with  a  nume- 
rous Haram,  he  would  occafionally  attempt  the  chaftity  of  his  fubjefts  daughters.  He 
additted  himfelf  to  the  ufe  of  wine  and  ftrong  liquors.  He  neglected  his  affairs  ;  and, 
not  paying  his  foldiers,  who  were  Caifre  flaves,  fuflered  them  to  harafs  and  pillage  his 
fubjefts.  This  conduct  rendered  him  fo  odious,  that  Sultan  Murfched,  one  of  his  rela- 
tions, eafily  procured  himfelf  to  be  proclaimed  Imam,  and  took  polfefllon  of  almoft  all 
Oman. 

Mafl-;at  ftill  remained  in  allegiance  to  Imam  Seif;  and  he  mauUained  himfelf  in  it, 
by  means  of  four  fhips  of  war,  and  of  the  profits  of  its  trade.  But,  becoming  yet  more 
odious  to  the  few  fubjefts  who  Hill  obeyed  him,  by  perfeverance  in  his  imprudent 
conduct,  he  foon  found  it  impoflible  to  ftand  out  longer.  In  this  extremity,  he 
refolved  rather  to  yield  up  his  dominions  to  the  Perfians,  than  to  his  relation  Imam 
Murfched. 

Sailiop-  \o  Perfia,  with  fome  veffels  which  ftill  remained  to  him,  he  obtained  from 
i^n-  Schah  a  fleet,  under  the  conini?.r.d  cf  Mii-za  Tosld  Khan,  Governor  of  Schiraz. 
The  Perfian  Admiral,  upon  arriving  at  Oman,  made  Imam  Seif  drunk,  and  fcized 
Mafkat,  with  its  citadels.  Seif  not  knowing  well  what  to  do,  purfued  his  rival  Murfched 
with  the  Perfum  forces,  till  Murfched,  reduced  to  delpair  by  the  lofs  of  his  friends,  died 
Jby  a  voluntary  death.  Imam  Seif  died  himfelf  foon  after,  at  Roftak,  oppreffed  with  the 
mortification  of  finding  himfelf  duped  by  the  Perfians. 

Toeki  Khan,  on  his  return  to  Schiraz,  revolted  againft  Nadir  Schah,  and  fought  to 
eftablifii  himfelf  in  the  fovereignty  of  Farfiftan.  It  is  well  known,  how  that  the  Perfian 
Monarch  quafjied  tlils  rebellion,  and  puniftied  lis  author.  But  thefe  difturbanccs  with- 
drew the  attention  of  the  Perfians  from  the  affairs  of  Arabia,  and  made  them  negled  to 
keep  up  the  garrifon  in  Mafkat. 

Chap.  XCVI.  —  0/the  reigning  Imam. 

AT  the  period  of  Taki  Khan's  expedition  into  Oman,  there  was  at  Sohar  a  governor 
■of  the  name  of  xVchmed  ben  Sajid,  a  native  of  a  fmall  town  within  the  Imam's  dominions. 
This  Achmed,  being  a  man  of  ability  and  enterprife,  and  feeing  that,  after  the  death  of 
the  two  Imams,  he  Ihould  be  under  a  necefTity  of  fubniitting  to  fuch  potent  enemies  as 
the  Perfians,  made  his  pesce  with  the  invaders,  and  managed  matters  fo  well,  that  Toeki 
Khan  confirmed  him  in  his  government. 

6  During 
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Dunng  the  civil  wars  in  Perfia,  a  prince  of  Rank,  of  the  houfe  of  ^A.rrabi,  the  pn'nce 
of  Seer,  and  a  nobleman  namod  Bel  Anab,  had  fliared  among  thenifelves  the  fpofls  of 
the  Icdl  Imam.     Bel  Arrab  had  even  allumed  the  title.  -  ' 

Achmed,  feizing  the  Perfian  officers  in  Mafeatby  furprife,  forced  the  garrifon  to  fur- 
render,  and  made  himfelf  mailer  of  the  city,  without  any  cffufion  of  blood.  Gaining  to 
his  interefl  the  firfl  Kadi,  who  ofliciates  as  IVIuid  in  Oman,  he  obtained  from  him  a  deci- 
fion,  that  he,  as  the  deliverer  of  his  country,  deferved  to  be  raifed  to  the  dignity  of  its 
Sovereign.  In  virtue  of  this  decifion,  Achmed  was  proclaimed  at  M'afkat,  Imam  ofOman. 

As  loon  as  Imam  Bel  Arrab  heard  this  news,  he  prepared  to  attack  his  rival  with  an 
army  of  four  or  five  thoufand  men.  Achmed,  too  weak  for  refiftance,  retired  into  a 
fb'.trefs  among  the  hills,  in  which  he  w^s  in\efled  l^y  his  enemy,  and  v/ould  have  been 
obliged  to  furrenucr  himfelf,  had  he  not  happily  efcaped  in  the  difguife  of  a  camel 
driver.  Being  beloved  in  his  former  government,  he  found  means  to  afl'cmble  fom.e 
hundreds  of  men,  and  with  thefe  marched  againlt  Bel  Arrab,  whofe  army  was  ftill 
encamped  among  the  hills.  He  divided  his  little  troop  into  detachments,  who  feized 
the  paiies  of  the  valleys,  and  founded  their  trumpets.  Bel  Arrab,  fuppofmg  himfelf  to 
be  circumvented  by  a  flrong  army,  was  ftruck  with  a  panic,  fied,  and  was  flain  in  his 
flight  by  a  fon  of  Achmed. 

After  the  defeat  and  death  of  Bel  Arrab,  no  pcrfon  gave  Imam  Achmed  ben  Sajid 
any  further  dillurbance  in  the  poflelTion  of  the  throne  of  Omam,  except  a  fon  of 
Imam  Murfched,  who  has* made  fome  unfuccefsful  efforts  to  deprive  him  of  the  fovereign 
authority.  Notwithflanding  thefe  attempts,  the  reigning  Imam  has  yiefded  up  to  his 
rival  the  town  of  Nahhel,  with  the  territory  belonging  to  it.  A  brother  and  two  fons 
of  the  Lift  Imam,  of  the  ancient  family,  are  Itill  living,  ^l  a  private  llation  irtdeed,  but 
in  circumftances  fo  opulent,  that  they  maintain  three  or  four  hundred  flaves.  The 
reigning  Imam  has  married  the  daughter  of  one  of  ihofe  princes  ;  thus  connecting  his 
own  family  with  the  moft  illuftrious  pcrfons  in  his  dominions.  It  may  be  prefumed, 
therefore,  that  the  reigning  family,  although  but  newly  royal,  may  continue  to  keep 
pollellion  of  the  throne. 

In  1765,  Imam  Achmed  had  reigned  fixteen  years,  to  the  full  fatisfaflion  of  his 
fubjeds.  He  faw  juftice  promptly  and  uprightly  adminiftered,  without  partiality  to 
rank  or  religion.  I'lieft  was  fcarce  ever  heard  of.  At  Mafkat  goods  renuu'ned  fafely 
in  the  flrcets  by  night ;  and  few  were  at  the  pains  to  bolt  their  doors.  The  reigning 
Imam's  troops  confiiT:  chiefly  of  Caffre  flaves,  who  are  well  paid,  armed  with  match- 
firelocks,  and  ftridly  dilciplincd.  Imam  Self's  flaves  and  foldiers  were  very  thievifli ; 
ftrangers  had  moft  to  fear  from  them  who  were  guardians  of  the  public  fecurity. 

To  eke  out  his  fcanty  revenue,  the  Prince  iloes  not  difdain  to  deal  himfelf  in  trade. 
He  keeps  four  Ihips  of  war,  and  a  number  of  fmall  veffels,  which,  in  dme  of  peace,  he 
employs  in  the  conveyance  of  goods,  chiefly  to  and  from  the  ealtern  coaft  of  Africa, 
where  he  poffedes  ftill  Kiloa  and  Sinjibar.  Some  other  ftiips  are  kept  to  guard  the 
coaft  ;  but  this  they  do  fo  negligently,  or  fearfully,  that  pirates  venture  into  the  very 
road  of  Malkat. 

The  inhabitants  of  Oman,  although  not  fond  of  fea  fights,  are  neverthelcfs  the  beft 
mariners  in  all  Arabia,  'iliey  have  feveral  good  harbouis,  and  employ  many  final! 
veilels  in  the  navigation  between  Jidda  and  Bafra.  To  this  laft  town  there  come  an- 
nually fifty  fuch  vell'els,  called  Tra.'nkis  ;  the  ftrudure  of  which  I  defcribed  in  the 
accourt  of  our  paffage  fn)m  Jidda  to  Loheia.  They  arefewed  togetlier  without  nails, 
the  planks  being  bound  wi'.h  cords. 

Two  numenuis  tribes  of  Arabs  are  chiefly  employed  in  carrving  coffee  b\  fea.  One 
of  thefe  uibcs  once  dwelled  on  the  fliores  of  the  Pcrfiau  C^ulph  j  but,  being  harafied 
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liy   turbulent   neighbours,  at  lengtli  fought  refuge  in  the  domiuions  of  the  linam 
oi'  Oraam. 

Chap.  XCVII.  —  Of  the  Principality  of  Seer. 

THIS  petty  fovereignty  extends  from  Cape  Muflendom  along  the  Perfian  Gulph. 
The  Pernans  call  it  the  country  ofDsjulfiir,  another  cape  near  MuiTcndom.  The 
Europeans  alfo  have  thys  learned  to  call  thefe  people  the  Arabs  of  Dsjulfar. 

The  other  Arabs  call  it  Seer,  from  the  town  of  the  fame  name,  which  has  a  good 
harbour,  and  is  the  feat  of  the  Schiech.  He  formerly  poffefTed,  and  indeed  dill  retjiins, 
the  iile  of  Scharedsje,  with  fome  confiderable  places  upon  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  Guiph, 
among  which  are  Kunk  and  Lund?j\ 

This  country  not  long  fince  acknowledged  the  fovcreign  authority  of  the  Imam  ;  but  it 
has  withdrawn  itfelf  from  this  condinon  of  dependence  ;  and  the  Schiech  often  goes  to 
war  with  his  old  mafters.  Yet  he  is  not  ftrong  enough  to  defend  himfelf  without 
afiillance ;  and  therefore  takes  care  to  live  in  a  good  underftanding  with  the  other 
independent  Schiechs,  efpecially  with  the  Schiech  of  Dsjau,  whofe  dominions  lie  wefl- 
■ward  from  Oman. 

The  prince  of  Seer  makes  fome  figure  among  the  maritime  powers  in  thefe  parts. 
His  navy  is  one  of  the  moft  confiderable  in  the  Perfian  Gulph.  His  fubjcds  are  much 
employed  in  navigadon,  and  carry  on  a  pretty  extenfive  trade. 

OF    THE    PROVINCES    OF    LACHSA   AND    NEDSJED. 

Chap.  XCVIII.  —  OfLachfa  in  particular. 

THIS  country  is  bounded  towards  the  eafl:  by  the  Perfian  Gulph,  towards  the  fouth 
by  Oman,  weftward  by  the  province  of  Nedsjed,  and  northward  by  the  territories  of 
the  wandering  Arabs  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bafra. 

It  is  alfo  denominated  Hadsjar,  and  fometimes  Bahhrein.  The  latter  of  th.efe  names, 
in  flrift  propriety,  belongs  only  to  the  ifland  of  Aual,  and  the  fmall  ifles  depending 
upon  it. 

Lachfa  aifords  no  great  variety  of  produftions.  Its  afles  and  camels  are  efleemed  to 
be  of  an  excellent  breed;  and,  of  the  latter,  fome  thoufands  are  annually  l(.!d  into 
Syria.  In  the  interior  parts  of  this  province,  the  inhabitants  live  mucIV  upon  dates : 
Upon  the  coafts,  pearl-lifhing  is  followed  with  advantage ;  and  there  is  a  confiderable 
trade  in  foreign  commodities. 

With  refpecl  to  religion,  the  inhabitants  of  Lachfa  are  divided.  Tliofe  living  in  the 
towns  are  Shiites  ;  but  the  peafants  are,  like  the  Bedouins,  Sunnites.  Here  are  alio 
Jews,  and  a  great  many  Sabsans,  or  Chriflians  of  St.  John. 

This  country  was  once  a  province  of  the  Ottoman  empire.  The  Arabs  have  long 
fmce,  however,  fhaken  off  the  Ottoman  yoke.  Many  Turks,  dcfcended  from  the 
ancient  Pachas,  ftill  remain  in  the  province,  and  enjoy  confiderable  eftates,  but  have  no 
fliare  in  the  government. 

The  province  of  Lachfa  belongs  in  fovereignty  at  prefent  to  the  Schiech  of  the  Ara- 
bian tribe  of  Beni  Khaled.  The  reigning  Schiech,  in  1765,  was  Arar.  The  tribe  of 
Beni  Khaled  is  one  of  the  mod  powerful  in  Arabia.  They  are  fo  far  fpread  through 
the  deiart,  as  often  to  harafs  the  caravans  pafling  between  Bagdad  and  Kaleb.  The 
greater  part  of  Lachfa  is  inhabited  by  Bedouins,  and  other  p«tty  tribes  ;  but  thefe  all 


acknowledge  the  dominio»  of  th«  Schiech  of  Beni  Khaled. 
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I  coukl  learn  nothinpj  concerning  the  cities  in  the  interior  parts  of  this  province. 
Laclifa,  the  feat  of  the  reigning  Schiech,  is  probably  a  large  city,  containing  confiderable 
buildings. 

Katif,  a  town  of  feme  magnitude,  ftands  upon  the  coafl,  at  the  diflance  of  about  five 
German  miles  from  the  ifle  of  Bahhrein.  The  inhabitants  earn  their  fubfiftence  by  the 
pearl  fifliery.  When  any  are  too  poor  to  fifli  at  their  own  rilk  and  expence,  they  hire 
their  labour  to  ftranger  adventurers,  who  refort  hither  in  the  hotter  months  of  the 
year,  the  feafon  for  tlie  fifliing.  The  air  of  this  country  is,  however,  believed  to  be 
very  infalutary  in  fummer.  The  ruins  of  an  old  Portuguefe  fortrefs  are  flill  to  be  feen 
near  this  place. 

Koueit  or  Grasn,  as  it  is  called  by  the  Perfians  and  Europeans,  is  a  fea  port  town, 
three  days  journey  from  Zobejer,  or  old  Bafra.  The  inhabitants  live  by  tie  fifliery  of 
pearls  and  of  fiflies.  They  are  faid  to  employ  in  this  fpecies  of  naval  induftry  more  than 
eight  hundred  boats.  In  the  lavourable  lealbn  of  the  year,  this  town  is  left  alnioft  defo- 
late,  every  body  going  out  either  to  the  fifliing,  or  upon  fome  trading  adventure.  Graen 
is  governed  by  a  particular  Schiech,  of  the  tribe  of  Othema,  who  is  a  vaflal  to  the 
Schiech  of  Lachfa,  but  fomctinn^s  afpires  at  independence.  In  fuch  cafes,  when  the 
Schiech  of  Lachfa  advances  with  his  army,  the  citizens  of  Gr^n  retreat,  with  their 
effedls,  into  the  little  ifland  of  Feludsje.  Near  Green  are  the  remains  of  another 
Portuguefe  fortrefs. 

Between  the  territories  of  the  Schiech  of  Lachfa,  and  the  dominions  of  the  fovereign 
of  Oman,  aje  a  numerous  tribe,  denominated  Al  Mullllim,  and  pofTsffing  fcveral 
confiderable  towns,  the  names  of  which  are  unknown  to  me. 

Chap.  XCIX.  —  Of  the  Province  ofNedsjed. 

THIS  province  is  of  vafl:  extent.  It  comprehends  all  the  interior  parts  of  Arabia, 
lying  between  the  provinces  which  I  have  above  briefly  defcribed,  and  the  defart  of 
Syria.  The  foil  is  various  ;  among  the  hills  fertile,  and  bearing  abundance  of  fruits, 
efpccially  dates  ;  but,  being  bounded  by  arid  trads  of  country,  its  rivers  are  only  fliort 
flreams,  which,  after  pafTing  through  the  valleys,  have  their  waters  abforbed  in  the  fandy 
plains,  before  they  can  reach  the  ocean.  Upon  this  account,  the  inhabitants  are,  in 
niany  places,  obliged  to  dig  deep  wells ;  and  cultivation  is  there  difficult,  or  almoll 
impoffible. 

The  Bedouins  inhabit  a  great  part  of  this  province.  The  remainder  is  mountainous, 
full  of  Cities  and  villages,  and  parcelled  out  among  fo  many  petty  fovereigns,  that  almoll 
eviM-y  liule  town  has  its  own  Schiech.  Formerly  when  the  power  of  the  Siierriffes  was 
at  its  height,  many  of  thefe  Schiechs,  who  were  fituute  in  tlie  vicinity  of  Hedjas,  were 
ol  li,^;cd  to  i>?y  tribute  to  the  Sherriffe  of  INTtcca.     At  prefent  they  pay  nothing. 

1  hf  hihabitants  of  this  vail  country  rcfemble  the  other  Arabs  in  their  moral'qualities; 
they  are  at  once  robbers  and  hofpitable.  Ali  thofe  petty  foY«rdgns  are  fo  numerous  in 
^'■dsjtd,  it  is  impollible  for  any  traveller  to  pais  fafely  through  this  country  ;  the  firfl 
Sciiiych  whofp  icrritoiv  le  enters,  will  be  lure  to  rob  him,  if  it  were  only' to  prevent 
a  neighbour  with  whom  he  is  at  war  from  profiting  by  tliis  acl  of  rapacity,  if  he  himfclf 
i.culd  ablhiM  from  it.  The  caravan,  indeed,  travels  lafe  between  Oman  and  Mecca, 
lKv..i!.e  It  CO  nis  of  beggars  frrm  whom  nothing  is  to  be  gained.  Bui  the  Schiechs  of 
iNeu;jed  levy  1  contribution  upon  the  caravan  from  Bigdad,  on  its  wav  to  Mecca,  in 
the  fame  maimer  as  the  Scliiechs  of  Hedjas  levy  contribmions  unon  thofe  from  Syria 
^^"^•^-  R  '  -  and 
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and  Egypt.  I  have,  however,  learned  that  the  inhabitants  of  Nedsjed  carry  on  a  confi- 
derable  trade  among  themfelves,  and  with  their  immediate  neigbhours  ;  and  it  is  there- 
fore not  iniprobable  that  an  European  might  travel  in  fafety,  even  through  this  remote 
part  of  Arabia. 

The  people  appear  to  be  of  a  very  warlike  charafler,  and  are  almofl:  conRantly  in 
arms.  It  is  faid  that  none  of  their  young  men  is  fuflered  to  marry  till  after  he  has 
performed  fome  gallant  aftion. 

Nedsjed  is  divided  into  two  wide  diftrifts  ;  El  Arad,  which  joins  Oman  ;  and  El 
Kherdsje,  ftretching  to  the  confines  of  Yemen.  Several  of  the  towns  in  El  Arad  were 
named  to  me  ;  among  others,  El  Aijsene,  the  birth  place  of  the  new  prophet  Abd  ul 
Wahheb,  of  whom  I  fliall  fhortly  fpeak. 

In  the  diflrict  of  El  Kherdsje,  extending  northward  from  Hedjas  to  the  dcfart,  is  the 
city  of  Imam,  famous,  even  before  the  davs  of  Mahomet,  for  being  the  native  city  of 
Mofeilama,  who  fet  himfelf  up  for  a  prophet.  This  diftricl  contains  alfo  many  other 
cities. 

North  from  Nedsjed,  and  about  ten  davs  journey  from  Bagdad,  is  the  famous 
mountain  of  Schamer,  of  confiderable  extent  and  fertility.  Between  this  moun- 
tain and  Syria  is  a  hilly  tra£l  of  country,  denominated  Dsjof  al  Sirhan,  populous  and 
cultivated. 

Chap.  C.  —  Of  the  new  Religion  of  a  Part  of  Nedsjed. 

IN  this  province  are  Sabasans,  or  Chriftians  of  St,  John,  and  a  few  Jews.  Its  other 
inhabitants  are  all  Mahometans,  and  were  once  rigid  Sunnites.  Some  time  fmce,  a 
new  religion  fprang  up  in  the  diflrict  of  El  Ared.  It  has  already  produced  a  revolution 
in  the  government  of  Arabia,  and  will  probably  hereafter  influence  the  flate  of  this 
country  ftill  farther. 

The  founder  of  this  religion  was  one  Abd  ul  Wahheb,  a  native  of  Aijrene,  a  town  in 
the  diflrict  of  El  Ared.  This  man,  in  his  youth,  firfl  fiudied  at  home  thole  fciences- 
which  are  chiefly  cultivated  in  Arabia  ;  he  afterwards  fpent  fome  time  at  Bafra,  and 
made  feveral  journies  to  Bagdad,  and  through  Perfia. 

After  his  return  to  his  native  place,  he  began  to  propagate  his  opinioixs  among  his 
countrymen,  and  fucceeded  in  converting  feveral  independent  Schiechs,  whofe  fubjefts 
confequently  became  followers  of  this  new  prophet. 

Thefe  Schiechs,  who  had  hitherto  been  almod  confliantly  at  war  among  themfelves, 
we^-e  now  reconciled  by  the  mediation  of  Abd  ul  Wahheb,  and  agreed  to  undertake 
nothing  in  future  without  confulting  their  apon:le.  By  this  aflTociation,  the  balance  of 
power  m  Nedsjed  was  deflroyed  :  Thofe  petty  Schiechs,  who  could  maintain  their  inde- 
pendence againfl  any  of  the  members  of  the  league  feparately,  were  unable  to  refill  the 
whole  afting  together.  Wars  alfo  became,  from  the  fame  caufes,  more  keen  and  fre- 
quent, religion  now  intermingling  itfelf  with  other  grounds  of  difputc. 

Abd  ul  Wahheb  having  thus  reduced  great  part  of  El  Ared,  the  Schiechs  who  were  | 
worfted,  called  in  to  their  aflifliance  Arar,  Schiech  of  Lachfa.  That  prince,  from 
motives  as  well  of  policy  as  of  religion,  complied  with  their  requefl,  and  fent  an  army 
into  El  Ared.  This  army  being  defeated  by  Abd  ul  Wahheb,  Schiech  Arar  marched 
thither  himfelf,  at  the  head  of  four  thoufand  men,  witli  a  train  of  artillery,  confifling  of 
three  old  pieces  of  cannon  and  a  mortar.  He  laid  fiege  to  a  fortrefs  Handing  on  a  hill  ; 
but  as  he  could  make  no  ufe  of  his  artillery,  he  was  compelled,  after  fufferjng   fome- 

tofles,  to  return  to  Lachfa. 

I  have 
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I  have  already  given  fome  account  of  the  adventures  of  Schiech  MecramI  of  Neds- 
jeran  ;  and  I  at  the  fame  time  mentioned  that  he  was  in  fome  fort  the  head  of  a  parti- 
cuhxr  fed.  An  Arabian  of  Lachfa  told  me,  that  there  was  a  great  fimilarlty  between 
the  principles  of  Abd  ul  Wahheb,  and  thofe  of  Schiech  Mecrami.  It  feems  to  be  fo. 
At  lealt  thofe  two  innovators  in  religion  muft  have  been  good  friends  ;  otherwife 
Schiech  Mecrami  could  not  have  pafled  through  Nedsjed  with  a  fmall  army,  to  attack 
the  potent  chief  of  Lachfa,  as  he  did  in  1 764.  It  {hould  feem,  that  he  had  joined  Abd 
ul  Wahheb,  or  rather  his  fon  Mahomet,  who  had  by  this  time  fucceeded  his  father,  in 
order  to  reduce  the  Sunnite  Schiechs.  I  was  even  told,  that  thefe  two  afting  in  con- 
cert, had  fubdued  many  of  their  neighbours.  The  reft  wrote  to  all  the  Arabs  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Bafra,  during  the  time  of  my  ftay  in  that  city,  begging  their 
afli  fiance. 

After  the  death  of  Abd  ul  Wahheb,  his  fon  retained  the  fame  authority,  and  con- 
tinued to  profecute  his  views.  He  fuftains  the  fupreme  ecclefiaftical  charafter  in  El 
Ared.  The  hereditary  Schiechs  of  the  fmall  ilates  in  that  country,  which  were  once 
independent,  do  indeed  ftill  retain  a  nominal  authority ;  but  Mahommed  is,  in  fact, 
fovereign  of  the  whole.  He  exaiHis  a  tribute,  under  the  name  of  Sikka,  or  aid,  for  the 
purpofe  of  carrying  on  the  war  againft  the  infidels. 

The  Sunnites  complain  of  his  perfecution.  But,  more  probably,  this  bigotted  and 
fuperlHtious  fefl:  hate  and  calumniate  Mahomet  for  his  innovations  in  religion.  How- 
ever the  matter  be,  certain  it  is,  that  fuch  of  the  inhabitants  of  Nedsjed  as  are  unwiU 
ling  to  embrace  the  new  religion  are  retiring  to  other  parts  of  the  country.  Zobejer, 
the  ancient  Bafra,  which  had  decayed  to  Uttle  better  than  a  hamlet,  has  been  peopled 
by  thefe  refugees,  and  is  now  a  large  town. 

As  I  had  no  opportunity  of  becoming  acquainted  with  any  of  the  difciples  of  this 
new  religion,  I  can  fay  nothing  pofitive  with  refpeft  to  its  tenets.  I  had  a  converfation 
upon  this  head,  indeed,  with  an  Arabian  Schiech,  who  had  been  accuflomed  from  his 
youth  to  travel  with  merchants  through  all  Arabia,  and  had  vifited  the  principal  cities 
in  Nedsjed.  This  Bedouin  Schiech,  who  appeared  to  be  an  intelligent  man,  gave  me 
the  following  account  of  the  religion  in  qucition. 

Abd  ul  Wahheb  taught,  that  God  is  the  only  proper  objed  of  worfliip  and  invo- 
cation, as  the  creator  and  governor  of  the  world.  He  forbade  the  invocation  of  faints, 
and  the  very  mentioning  of  Mahomet,  or  any  other  prophet,  in  prayer,  as  pradices 
favouring  of  idolatry.  He  confidered  Mahomet,  Jefus  Chrift,  Mofes,  and  many  others, 
refpeded  by  the  Sunnites  in  the  charaiSler  of  prophets,  as  merely  great  men,  whofe 
hiilory  might  be  read  with  improvement ;  denying,  that  any  book  had  ever  been 
written  by  divine  infpiration,  or  brought  down  from  heaven  by  the  angel  Gabriel.  He 
forbade,  as  a  crime  againft  Providence,  the  making  of  vows,  in  the  manner  of  the  Sun- 
nites, to  obtain  dehverance  from  danger. 

This  account  of  the  Schiech  does  not  entirely  accord  with  what  was  told  me  by  fome 
Sunnites,  of  the  dodrines  of  Abd  ul  Wahheb.  But,  upon  this  head,  it  would  be 
unfair  to  give  credit  to  the  difciples  of  a  fupcrftitious  feci:,  whofe  falfe  opinions  are  all 
combated  by  the  new  religion. 

The  Mufiuhnan  religion,  as  profefll-d  by  the  Sunnites,  is  furely  far  different  from 
what  it  was  inftiiutcd  by  Mahomet.  This  fed  follow  the  authority  of  fome  commen- 
tators, who  explain  the  Alcoran  by  their  own  whijnfies,  and  exalt  their  private  opinions 
into  doctrines  of  the  Mahometan  fyftem.  It  acknowledges  a  long  train  of  faints,  who 
are  myokeu  m  cafes  of  necertity,  and  to  whom  many  abfurd  miracles  are  afcribed,  and 
thefe  laid  to  have  been  wrought  in  favour  of  perfons  who  addFeftod  themfelves  to  the 
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fiiints,  in  preference  to  God.  It  gfvcs  faith  to  the  virtues  of  amulets,  and  the  efficacy 
of  foolifli  vows.  In  (hort,  it  has  gradually  adopted  many  pieces  of  fuperftition,  which 
are  condemned  in  the  Alcoran,  and  juflified  only  by  the  firr.ined  interpretations  of  the 
dotlors.  Other  fefts,  fuch  for  inftancc,  as  that  of  the  Zeidites,  have  corrupted  the 
religion  of  Mahomet  lefs  ;  although  even  among  them  it  is  far  from  remaining  in  its 
original  purity. 

The  new  religion  of  Abd  ul  Wahheb  deferves  therefore  to  be  regarded  as  a  refor- 
mation of  Mahometifm,  reducing  it  back  to  its  original  funplicity.  He  has  gone  farther 
perhaps,  than  fome  other  reformers  ;  but  an  Arab  can  hardly  be  expeftcd  to  aft  in 
fuch  matters  with  a  delicate  hand.  Experience  will  here  fliew,  whether  a  religion,  fo 
flripped  of  every  thing  that  might  fcrve  to  ftrike  the  fenfes,  can  maintain  its  ground 
among  fo  rude  and  ignorant  a  people  as  the  Arabs. 

The  impofture  of  Schiech  Mecrami  is  nowife  inconfulent  with  the  fpirit  of  refor- 
mation. The  Schiech,  taldng  advantage  of  the  rudenefs  of  his  countrymen,  has 
impreifed  them  with  a  fanatical  idea  of  the  efficacy  of  his  prayers,"  giving  out,  that  he 
obtains  in  this  way  whatever  he  afks  from  God.  This  confidence  in  the  power  of  prayer 
is  not  inconfiflent  with  fimplicity  of  doftrine.  We  have  among  ourfelves  initances, 
that  are  apt  to  feize  upon  the  mind,  in  an  age  illuminated  by  fcience,  and  profefTmg 
the  pureft  of  religions. 

OF    THE    INDEPENDENT    ARABIAN    STATES    UPON    THE    SEA-COAST  OF    PERSIA. 

Chap.  CI.  —  Of  the  Arabs  inhabiting  around  the  Per/tan  Gulph.  « 

OUR  geographers  are  wrong,  as  I  have  elfewhere  remarked,  in  reprefenting  a  part 
of  Arabia  as  fubje£t  to  the  monarchs  of  Perfia.  So  far  is  it  from  being  fo,  that,  on 
the  contrary,  the  Arabs  poffcfs  all  the  fea-coart:  of  the  Perfian  empire,  from  the  mouths 
of  the  Euphrates,  nearly  to  thofe  of  the  Indus. 

Thefe  fettlements  upon  the  coaft  of  Perfia  belong  not,  indeed,  to  Arabia  properly 
fo  called.  But,  fmce  they  are  independent  of  Perfia,  and  ufe  the  fame  language,  and 
exhibit  the  fame  manners,  as  the  native  inhabitants  of  Arabia,  I  (hall  here  fubjoin  a  brief 
account  of  them. 

It  is  irnpoflible  to  afcertain  the  period  at  which  the  Arabians  formed  their  fettlements 
upon  this  coaft.  Tradition  affirms,  that  they  have  been  eftabliflicd  here  for  many  cen- 
turies. From  a  variety  of  hints  in  ancient  hiftory,  it  may  be  prefumed,  that  the  Arabian 
colonies  occupied  their  prefent  fituation  in  the  time  of  the  firft  kings  of  Periia.  There 
is  a  ftriking  analogy  between  the  manners  afcribed  to  the  ancient  Ichthyophagi,  and 
thofe  of  thefe  Arabs. 

They  live  nearly  in  the  fame  manner,  leading  a  feafaring-life,  and  employing  them- 
felves  in  fifliing,  and  in  gathering  pearls.  They  ufe  little  other  food  but  fiffi  and  dates  -^ 
and  they  feed  alfo  their  cattle  upon  fifh. 

They  prize  liberty  as  highly  as  do  their  brethren  in  the  defart.  Almoft  every  dif- 
ferent town  has  its  own  Schiech,  who  receives  hardly  any  revenue  from  his  fubjefts  ; 
but,  if  he  has  no  private  fortune,  muft,  like  his  fubjetls,  fupport  himfelf  by  his  induflry, 
either  in  carrymg  goods,  or  in  fiffiing.  If  the  principal  inhabitants  happen  to  be  difl'a- 
tisfied  with  the  reigning  Schiech,  they  depofe  him,  and  choofe  another  out  of  the 
fame  family. 

Their  arms  are  a  match-firelock,  a  fabre,  and  a  buckler.  All  their  fifhing  boats 
ferve  occafionally  as  Ihips  of  war.     But  a  fleet  like  this,  that  muft  frequently  ftop  to 
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take  fini  for  food,  when  they  fiiould  purfue  the  enemy,  can  never  perform  any  very 
great  exploits.  Their  wars  are  mere  Ikirmiflies  and  inroads,  never  ending  in  any  deci- 
five  adti>in,  but  producing  lading  quarrels,  and  a  ftate  of  continual  hoftility. 

Their  dwellings  are  fo  paltry,  that  an  enemy  would  not  take  the  pains  to  demolifii 
them.  And  as  from  tliis  circumfbnce,  thefe  people  have  nothing  to  lofe  upon  the 
continent,  they  always  betake  themfelves  to  their  boats  at  the  approach  of  an  enemy, 
and  lie  concealed  in  lome  ifle  in  the  Gulph  till  he  have  recreated.  They  are  convinced 
that  the  Periians  will  never  think  of  fettling  on  a  barren  iiiore,  where  they  would  be 
inft'ftcd  by  all  the  Arabs  who  frequent  the  adjacent  feas. 

Thefe  Arabs  are  Sunnites.  They  regard  the  Pcrfians,  who  are  Shiites,  with  abhor- 
rence,  and  Jhun  all  alliance  with  them.^  The  mutual  hatred  of  the  two  fects,  was  even 
one  caufe  of  the  failure  of  Nadir  Schah's  attempt  to  fubdue  thefe  Arabs.  In  the  pro- 
fecution  of  this  objeft,  the  ufurpcr  had,  at  immcnfe  expence,  equipped  a  fleet  of 
twenty-five  large  fliips  upon  the  Perfian  Gulph.  But  as  he  had  no  Perfian  failors,  he 
was  obliged  to  take  Indians,  who  were  Sunnites.  Theie  refufmg  to  fight  againft  their 
brethren  of  the  fame  orthodox  faith,  maflacrcd  their  Schiite  officers,  and  carried  off 
the  fliips.  Towards  the  end  of  his  life.  Nadir  Schah  was  meditating  to  feize  thefe 
Arabs,  to  tranfport  them  to  the  fliores  of  the  Cafpian  Sea,  and  fettle  a  colony  of  Per- 
fians  in  their  room.  His  tragical  death  prevented  the  execution  of  this  project ;  and 
the  diiUirbanccs  in  Perfia  have  ever  fmce  prevented  all  encroachments  from  that  quarter 
upon  the  liberty  of  thefe  Arabs. 

Their  government  and  prefent  political  fituation  feem  to-  me  to  bear  a  great  rcfem- 
blance  to  thofe  of  ancient  Greece.  Hoftile  engagements  are  continually  a  fighting,  and 
important  revolutions  happening  upon  the  Perfian  Gulph  ;  but  the  Arabs  have  no 
hiltorian  to  fprcad  their  fame  beyond  their  own  narrow  confines. 

Chap.  CII.  —  Of  Places fubjcSl  io  the  Dominion  of  Perfia. 

TME  Kings  of  Perfia,  although  not  mafters  oFthefe  coafls,  yet  retained  fome  places 
upon  them.  In  later  times,  the  Perfian  governors  of  thefe  places  have  fhaken  off  their 
allegiance,  and  have,  in  fome  meafure,  ereded  them  into  independent  fovereigmies. 
The  chief  of  thefe  are  Gambron  and  Hormus. 

Gambron,  a  fea-port  town  in  the  province  of  I.ariftan,  belonged  anciently  to  the 
Perfian  monarch.  After  the  death  of  Nadir  Schah,  a  Perfian  named  Nafer  Khan,  made 
himfelf  mafler  of  the  province,  and  by  confequence,  of  the  city.  He  aclaiowledges 
himfelf  vaffal  to  Vakeel  Kerim  Khan  of  Schiraz,  yet  pays  no  tribute,  and  refpetis  not 
the  Vakeel's  authority,  unlefs  when  he  comes  with  liis  army  to  compel  him. 

The  city  of  Gambron,  which  has  been  alfo  called  Bender  Abbas,  was  famous 
through  all  the  lalt  century,  and  in  the  beginning  of  the  prefent,  as  the  port  of  Schiraz, 
and  of  all  the  fouth  of  Perfia.  Its  trade  was,  at  that  time,  very  extenfive.  At  prefent 
it  is  very  low  ;  nor  is  there  a  fingle  European  counting-houfe  in  the  city.  This  decline 
has  been  occafioncd  by  the  domefUc  diffurbances  in  Perfia,  and  the  wars  and  liifputes 
between  the  French  and  the  Plnglifh.  The  Dutch  for  a  while  continued  to  carry  on  a 
petty  trade  here.  But  fince  they  formed  a  fettlement  in  the  ille  of  Karek,  they  have 
entirely  dcferted  Gambron.  - 

The  ille  of  Grmus,  fo  celebrated  of  old,  now  retains  nothing  of  its  ancient  fplen- 
dour.  It  belongs  at  prefent  to  Mulla  Ali  Schah,  a  Perfian,  who  made  himfelf  mafler 
cf  it  immediately  after  the  death  of  Nadir  Schah,  whofc  admiral  he  had  been.     This 
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prince  of  Ormiis  pofTefles  likewlfc  a  part  of  the  ifle  of  KiHime,  the  other  part  being 
fubjeft  to  the  prince  of  Seer. 

South  from  Lariflan  is  Rlinau,  a  confidprable  inland  town,  fix  leagues  didant  from 
the  fea  fliore.  The  inhabitants  of  the  diflricl  in  which  it  lies  are  Shiites,  and  are  chiefly 
employed  in  agriculture ;  from  thefe  circumftances^  they  are  fometimes  induced  to 
acknowledge  the  authority  of  the  Khan  of  Lauriltan. 

A  tribe  of 'Arabs,  denominated  Belludge,  inhabit  between  Minau  and  Cape  Jafke. 
They  are  mailers  of  a  good  many  veflels,  and  carry  on  a  coafiderable  trade  with  Bafra, 
upon  the  Arabic  Gulph,  and  even  venture  as  far  as  to  the  coafts  of  India.  Thefe  Arabs 
are  Sunnites  ;  and  unity  of  religious  fentiments  has  occafioned  their  joining  the  party  of 
the  Afghans  in  the  late  revolutions  of  Pcrfia. 

Some  geographers  reprefent  thefe  Belludge  as  inhabiting  all  along  the  Perfian  coaft, 
to  the  mouths  of  the  Indus,  and  have  defcribed  them  as  a  warlike  people,  addicted  to 
piracy.  I  know  not  whether  they  are  to  be  confidered  as  independent,  or  as  tributary 
to  Perfia.  More  probably,  they  acknowledge  no  fovereign  authority  but  that  of  their 
own  Schiechs.  Some  narratives  of  travels,  performed  in  the  lafl  centurv,  relate  the 
extraordinary  adventures  of  a  Prince  of  Jafke,  who  withflood  the  power  of  Schah  Abbas, 
till  he  was,  at  length  taken  oft'  by  treachery.  His  widow  continued  to  refill  the  Perfian 
king,  and  performed  deeds  worthy  of  the  heroines  in  the  ages  of  chivalry.  But,  it 
is  to  a  Schiech  of  the  Belludge  that  the  flory  is  properly  to  be  referred. 

The  country  from  Bender  Abbas,  northward  to  Delam,  refembles  the  Tehama 
in  Arabia  ;  it  is  an  arid  plain,  and  is  called  by  the  Perfians  Kermefir,  or  the  hot 
country.  In  this  diftricl  I  know  no  place  but  Khamir,  a  cafUe  fituate  upon  a  preci- 
pitous rock,  which,  with  a  fmall  tracl  adjoining,  is  the  property  of  a  particular 
Schiech.  Ships  come  hither  for  cargoes  of  fulphur,  of  which  there  is  abundance  in  the 
neighbourhood. 

Chap.  CIII.  —  Of  the  Territories  of  the  Tribe  of  Houle. 

THIS  numerous  tribe  are  mailers  of  all  the  coafl  from  Bender  Abbas  to  Cape  Ber- 
diilan,  and  poflefs  all  the  ports  in  this  extent  of  coaft.  One  part  of  the  traft  is  parched 
and  barren  ;  but  a  range  of  hills,  like  Dahr  Afban,  extend  nearly  to  the  fea,  and  afford 
wood,  which  is  cut  down  and  exported  by  the  inhabitants. 

Notwith (landing  thefe  natural  advantages,  the  Arabs  of  Houle  do  not  cultivate  their 
lands,  but  live  by  hunting  and  fifliing.  They  are  Sunnites  ;  and  are  elleemed  among 
their  neighbours  for  valour.  If  their  forces  could  be  brought  to  ad  in  combination, 
they  might  eafily  conquer  all  the  cities  upon  the  Perfian  Gulph  ;  but  almofl  every  city 
is  fubjecl  to  a  particular  Schiech  ;  and,  although  thefe  Schiechs  are  all  defcendants  from 
the  fame  family,  they  choofe  rather  to  remain  petty  and  poor,  than  to  raife  themfelves 
to  a  more  opulent  and  refpe£table  condition,  by  fubmitting  to  acl  in  concert,  under  the 
direftion  of  one  Grand  Schiech. 

The  following  are  the  Schiechs  or  Princes  of  the  tribe  of  Houle  : 

The  Schiech  of  Seer,  whom  1  mentioned  in  the  defcription  of  Oman  ;  but  who, 
being  originally  from  this  country,  and  of  the  tribe  of  Houle,  pofleffes,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Gambron,  the  cities  of  Kunk,  Lundsje,  and  Ras  Heti.  His  fubjefts  export 
wood  for  fuel  and  charcoal. 

The  Schiechs  of  Mogho  and  Tsjaerack.  The  inhabitants  of  the  latter  of  thefe  diftrids 
alfo  export  wood  j  and  are  faid  to  be  the  bravell  of  all  the  tribe  of  Houle. 

9  Laftly, 
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Laftly,  the  Schiechs  of  Nachelo,  Nabend,  Aaloe,  Tashhrie,  Schilu,  and  Konkoun. 
The  inhabitants  of  Nachelo  are  efleemed  to  be  very  (kilful  divers.  In  the  city  of  Kon- 
koun, the  inhabitants  of  which  are  of  a  more  pacific  character  than  the  other  branches 
of  the  tribe  of  Houle,  both  Jews  and  Banians  refide. 

Perfians,  who  have  no  ihips,  but  live  by  hufbandry,  occupy  the  tract  between  the 
principality  of  Abu  Schscrr  and  Cape  Berdiflan. 

Chap.  CIV.  —  Of  the  Principalities  of  Abu  Schabhr  and  Bender  Rigk. 

ABU  Schsehhr,  the  capital  of  the  independent  ftate  of  the  fame  name,  pofleflcs  a 
commodious  harbour,  in  which  fliips  can  come  up  clofe  to  the  houfes.  This  circum- 
ftancc  induced  N?dir  Schah  to  ftation  a  fleet  here,  of  which  fome  remains  are  to  be 
ftill  fcen.  Since  that  time,  this  citv  has  been  better  known,  and  more'  confidcrable. 
It  is  at  prefent  the  fea-port  town  of  Schiraz  ;  and  the  Englifh,  the  only  European  nation 
who  conthme  to  trade  with  Perfia,  have  a  faflory  here. 

The  Arabs  inhabiting  the  diftrict  of  Abu  Schshhr  are  not  of  the  tribe  of  Houle. 
There  are  among  them  three  eminent  families  ;  the  two  firft  of  which  have  been,  from 
time  immemorial,  fettled  in  this  country.  The  third,  named  Matarifch,  came  lately 
from  Oman,  where  they  were  employed  in  fifliing,  entered  into  alliance  with  the  other 
two,  and  found  means  to  uiurp  the  fovereign  authority,  which  they  have  now  held 
forfeveral  years. 

The  prefent  Schiech,  Nafer,  of  the  family  of  Matarifch,  poflefles  like^\^fe  the  ifle  of 
Bahhrein,  upon  the  coaii  of  Arabia,  by  which  he  is  enabled  to  keep  on  foot  fome 
ihipping.  He  alfo  has  confiderable  domains  in  Kermefir,  which  he  holds  from  Kerim 
Khan,  with  whom  Nafer's  children  are  placed  as  hoftages  for  their  father's  fidelity. 
It  is  a  happy  circumflance  for  Schiraz,  that  the  Prince  of  Abu  Schjehhr  can  thus  be 
retained  in  the  interefts  of  Perfia  by  means  of  his  poiTeffions  in  Kermefir. 

Schiech  Nafer  was  a  Sunnite  ;  but  in  hopes  of  being  appointed  admiral  of  the  Per- 
fian  fleet,  he  became  a  Shiite,  and  married  a  Perfian  lady.  Thefe  tvvo  fleps  have 
proved  very  injurious  to  him  and  his  family.  He  is  odious  to  his  fubjefts  and  neigh- 
bours ;  and  his  children  are  no  longer  counted  among  the  Arabian  nt^bility. 

Bender  Rigk,  the  feat  of  the  prince  of  this  name,  is  a  city  encompalVetl  with  walls 
in  an  indifferent  ftate,  and  lies  north  from  Abu  Schiehhr.  The  petty  ftate,  of  w  Inch 
this  js  the  capital  city,  comprehends  feveral  other  places  in  Kermelir,  which  render  its 
fovereign  in  fome  rneafure  dependent  upon  Kerim  Khan.  The  Arabs  of  this  princi- 
pality lu-e  chiefly  addicted  to  a  fea-faring  life  ;  the  Perfians  inhabiting  its  back  parts  are 
huft)andmen. 

The  reigning  family  of  Bender  Rigk  are  of  the  Arabian  tribe  of  Benl  Saab,  and  are 
originally  from  Oman  ;  but  the  grandfather  of  the  prefent  prince,  having  become  a 
Shiite,  and  married  a  Perfian  lady,  this  family  are  no  longer  counted  by  the  Arabs 
among  their  genuine  nobility. 

Tlie  reigning  Prince  of  Bender  Rigk,  Mir  Mahenna,  is  diftinguiflied  through  this 
country  for  his  vices  and  cruelties,  as  one  of  the  moft  execrable  tyrants  that  ever 
exifted.  He  made  fervants  murder  his  f  ither  in  his  own  prefence,  becaufe  the  old 
man  had  a  preililection  for  his  eldeft  fon.  He  killed  his  mother,  becaufe  fhe  reproached 
him  h)r  his  crimes.  Ilecaufed  his  brother,  and  fixteen  of  his  other  relations,  to  be 
allairinaled,  that  he  might  eftablifli  hiiiifelf  in  unqueftioned  polTetlion  of  the  throne. 
He  drowned  two  of  his  fifters,  becaufe  a  neighbouring  prince  had  alkcd  one  of  ibem 
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in  marriage.  He  expofes  all  the  female  children  that  liappen  to  be  born  to  liim.  In 
1765,  t^is  deteflable  moiiflcT  was  under  the  age  of  thirty  years. 

Mir  M  ihenna  had  fallen  twice  into  the  hands  of  Kerim  Khan.  From  his  fir fl  cap- 
tivity he  made  his  efcape,  upon  a  defeat  which  the  governor  of  Perfia  fuftered.  He 
obtained  his  liberty  the  fecond  time,  by  the  good  offices  of  liis  fifler.  who  was  married 
to  a  Perfnin  officer.  Upon  returning  into  his  own  dominions,  he  immediately  began 
to  pillage  the  caravans  which  travelled  betweeji  Schiraz  and  Abu  Schaehhr,  and  to  prattife 
piracy.  Kerim  Khan  prepared  to  chaftife  him,  and  befieged  his  capital,  but  without 
fucccfs. 

In  the  year  1765,  the  fame  Kerim  Khan  fent  to  demand  payment  of  the  tribute-due 
for  his  poffeffions  in  Kermefir  ;  but  Mir  Mahenna  maltreated  the  officer  who  was  fent 
on  the  errajul,  and  caufcd  his  beard  to  be  fiiaven.  Kerim  Khan  then  fent  a  ftrong 
army  againft  him,  which  conquered  Bender  Rigk,  and  all  his  territories.  Mir  Mahenna 
had,  however,  prudently  retired,  before  it  was  too  late,  W'ith  his  troops,  and  a  part  of 
his  fubjetls,  into  a  defart  ifle  called  Khoueri,  where  he  waited  till  the  Perfian  army 
fhould  retire  from  his  country.  After  they  were  gone,  he  returned  out  of  the  ifland, 
expelled  the  garrifon  from  Bender  Rigk,  and  recovered  pofieffion  of  his  dominions. 

The  tyrant  had  abandoned  himfelf  to  drunkeimefs  ;  and  had  begun  to  exercife  his 
cruelties  upon  his  troops  to  fuch  excefs,  as  to  cut  off  the  nofes  and  ears  of  fome  of 
the  principal  officers  ;  yet  his  foldiers  were  ftill  fo  fteadily  attached  to  him,  that,  even 
in  the  period  of  his  exile,  he  took  the  ifle  of  Karek  from  the  Dutch.  A  band  of  robbers 
never  abandon  then-  chief,  while  he  continues  to  fliare  the  plunder  among  them. 

Chap.  CV.  —  Of  the  Tribe  of  Kiab,  and  their  Shiech  Soliman. 

THE  Arabian  tribe  of  Kiab,  or  as  the  Perfians  pronounce  it,  Tsjab,  inhabit  the 
farthell  point  upon  the  fide  of  the  Perfian  Gulph.  They  were  in  fmall  confideration 
before  the  reign  of  their  prefent  Schiech  Sohnian,  whofe  fame  hath  even  reached 
Europe,  in  confequence  of  a  quarrel  he  had  with  the  Engliffi,  in  which  he  took  fome 
of  their  fliips. 

This  Schiech  took  advantage  of  the  troubles  of  Pcrfia,  and  of  the  defeds  in  the 
government  of  Bafra.  He  began  with  fubduing  his  petty  independent  neighbours  ;  after 
which  he  made  himfelf  mafter  of  feveral  large  diftriGs  in  Perfia,  and  promifed  tribute 
to  the  Khans  who  were  contending  for  the  throne  of  that  diftrafted  empire.  None  of 
them  ever  attempted  to  exaft  tribute  but  Kerim,  and  he  contented  him.'elf  with  a  fmall 
fum.  Soliman  then  extended  his  conquefls  lovvards  Bafra.  He  cultivated  thefriend- 
Ihip  of  the  Ajals,  the  chief  people  of  that  country  ;  and  at  laft  made  himfelf  mafter 
of  all  the  ifles  between  the  mouths  of  the  Euphrates,  commonly  called  the  country  of 
Schat  el  Arrab. 

Having  puflied  his  conquers  to  the  navigable  rivers,  he  endeavoured  to  form  a 
naval  force.  He  built  his  fiiif  veffiil  in  1758  ;  and  in  1765  he  had  ten  large,  and 
feven  fmall  fliips. 

In  the  fame  year,  1765,  Kerim  Khan  fent  a  force  againft  him,  too  powerful  for  h:m 
to  refift.  He  then  iranfported  his  treafures  and  troops  from  ifle  to  ille,  till  he  had 
carried  them  to  the  weft  of  Schat  el  Arrab.  The  Perfians  could  not  purfue  him  for 
want  of  fhips,  and  were  therefore  obliged  to  retire.  The  Pacha  of  Bagdad  then 
ordered  his  forces  to  attack  Soliman  ;  but  he  retreated  among  the  ifles,  and  ei'caped  the 
Turks  now,  as  he  had  before  avoided  the  Perfums. 

10  The 
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The  territory  of  the  tribe  of  Kiab  extends  from  the  defart  of  Arabia  to  the  country 
of  Hindean,  and  northward  to  the  principality  of  Havifa.  It  is  watered  by  fevcral 
rivers,  large  and  fmall.  It  abounds  in  dates,  rice,  grain,  and  pafture.  Its  principal 
cities  are  Damek,  lying  within  Perfia,  Hafar,  and  Ghoban,  the  feat  of  a  Schiech,  near 
cue  of  the  mouths  of  the  Euphrates. 

Chap.  CVI.  —  Offomt  other  independent  States. 

HINDIAN,  north  from  Bender  Rigk,  and  bordering  on  the  pofleffions  of  the  tribe 
of  Kiab,  is  a  fmall  diftrift,  fubjcfl:  to  a  particular  fovereign.  The  Arabs  who  inhabit 
it  live  upon  the  produce  of  their  lands  and  their  cattle. 

Havifa,  a  city  and  diftrift  in  the  back  parts  of  the  country  bordering  on  the  Perfian 
Gulph,  belongs  to  a  defccndant  from  Mahomet.  This  prince  is  named  Maula,  and 
enjoys  the  privilege  of  coining  money. 

Upon  the  eaftern  coafl  of  the  Perfian  Gulph  are  many  ifles,  and  mofl  of  them 
inhabited.  Except  Ormus,  none  of  them  conftitutes  an  independent  ftate.  The 
different  princes  on  the  continent  poflefs  the  ifles  adjoining  to  their  refpeclive  dominions. 
On  the  weftern  fide  of  the  Gulph  is  an  ifle,  or  rather  a  duller  of  ifles,  known  to 
the  Europeans  by  the  name  of  Bahhrein.  The  Arabs  call  the  largeil  of  thefe  ifles 
Aval ;  and  each  of  the  fmaller  has  its  particular  name.  As  this  ifle  is  famous  for  the 
pearl  fifliery,  and  has  undergone  many  revolutions,  and  often  changed  its  mafter,  I 
mufl;  fay  a  few  words  of  it. 

Bahhrein  is  a  fortified  city,  upon  the  ifle,  known  either  by  the  fame  name,  or  by  the 
name  of  Aval.  In  this  ifle  were  once  three  hundred  and  fixty  towns  and  villages.  At 
prefent  it  contains,  bcfidc  the  capital,  only  fixty  wretched  villages.  A  long  fcries  of 
wars  have  ruined  the  others. 

This  ifle  produces  great  abundance  of  dates.  But  its  chief  dependence  is  upon  the 
pearl  fifliery,  as  the  befl:  pearls  are  found  here  in  great  abundance.  The  duties 
upon  the  two  articles  of  dates  and  pearls  affords  its  Sovereign  a  lack  of  rupees, 
or  300,000  French  livres.  Out  of  this  revenue  he  is  obliged  to  maintain  a  garrifon  in 
the  city. 

Bahhrein  belonged  once  to  the  Portuguefe,  When  they  were  driven  out  of  the 
Perfian  Gulph,  it  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Schiech  of  Lachla,  but  was  taken  from  him 
by  rhePerfians.  The  Imam  of  Oman  then  made  himfclf  mafter  of  it,  but  gave  it  up 
again  to  the  Perfian  monarch  for  a  fum  of  money.  After  fome  time,  during  the  inroad 
t)f  the  Afghans,  the  Perfian  governor  gave  it  up  to  the  Schiech  of  Nabend,  of  the  tribe 
of  Houlc.  Another  Ploulite,  the  Schiech  of  Techhrie,  expelled  him  of  Nabend.  Nadir 
Schah's  admiral  then  feized  it ;  but,  after  his  departure,  the  Schiech  of  Tcehhrie 
recovered  ir.  During  the  late  troubles  in  Pcrfia,  the  Schiech  of  Afloe  made  himfelf 
mafter  of  this  ifle,  but  was  immediately  difpofleffed  by  the  prince  of  Abu  Schsehhr  ami 
Bender  Rigk,  who  conquered  it  together.  The  firft  of  thefe  princes  drove  out  the 
fecond,  and  was  in  his  turn  expelled  by  the  Beni  Houle.  In  1765,  it  had  returned! 
again  into  the  poifeflion  of  the  Schiech  of  Abu  Schivhhr,  and  he  was  thenfole  monarch 
of  the  ifle  of  Bahhrein. 

From  this  narrative,  the  reader  may  form  an  idea  of  the  continual  revolutions  which 
rake  place  among  this  multitude  of  petty  princes.  At  Bafra  I  learned  fome  particulars 
concerning  their  complicated  quarrels,  which  1  could  not  -well  comprehend  :  I  was  told, 
that  every  Arab  prhicc  was  always  at  open  var  vith  two  or  three  others  of  his  owa 
nation. 
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The  navigation  is  continually  difturbed  and  interrupted  by  thefe  ftrong  quarrels. 
On  board  any  Arabian  veflel,  paflengers  are  always  in  danger  of  falling  into  the  hands 
of  one  enemy  or  another.  It  is  only  on  board  an  European  fliip,  which  the  Arabian 
fmall  craft  daie  not  attack,  that  one  can  perform  this  voyage  in  fafet)'. 

Chap.  CVII.  —  Of  ihe  IJle  of  Karek. 

THIS  iile,  which  lies  on  the  cafl:  coaft  of  the  Perfian  Gulph,  between  Abu  S<-''a:hhr 
and  Bender  Rigk,  contains  only  a  fingle  village  ;  but  the  aqueducls  cut  in  the  rocks, 
which  flill  remain,  fliew  it  to  have  been  once  more  populous  in  proportion  to  its  extent, 
which  is  about  five  leagues  in  circumference. 

Karek  has  become  famous,  in  confequcnce  of  the  fettlemcnt  lately  formed  upon  it 
by  the  Dutch,  and  fince  given  up  by  them.  As  this  event  has  made  fome  noife  in  the 
world,  I  fhall  give  a  brief  account  of  it. 

The  Dutch  carried  on  a  great  trade  to  Bafra,  and  had  for  the  principal  director  of 
their  faQory  there  a  Baron  Kniphaufen,  w-ho  was  much  refpeded  in  that  city.  This 
German  having  embroiled  himfelf  with  the  Governor,  in  confequence  of  fome  afl'air 
of  gallantry,  was  call  in  prifon,  and  might  have  loft  his  head,  had  he  not  paid  a  large 
fum  of  money  for  his  liberty.  Before  he  failed  for  Batavia,  he  obtamed  from  the 
faftory  at  Bafra  a  written  atteftation  of  the  innocence  of  his  condud  ;  and  the  Dutch 
Eaft  India  Company  approved  of  all  he  had  done. 

In  confequence  of  his  difference  with  the  Governor  of  Bafra,  Mr.  Kniphaufen  had 
agreed  with  Mir  Nafer,  prince  of  Bender  Rigk,  to  whom  K.irck  belonged,  that  the 
Dutch  fliould,  for  a  certain,  annual  rent,  be  allowed  to  feat  their  factory  there.  The 
government  at  Batavia  rehflied  the  projeft,  which  was,  in  fad,  a  very  wife  one,  and 
fent  the  Baron,  with  two  great  Ihips,  to  carry  it  into  execution. 

Upon  arriving  at  Karek,  he  feized  fome  fliips  from  Bafra,  and  detained  them,  till  he 
received  reftitution  of  the  fum  which  he  had  paid  for  his  liberty.  .  He  built  a  large- 
fquare  magazine  upon  the  ifland,  and  raifed,  by  degrees,  four  towers  at  its  corners, 
each  of  which  he  furnifhed  wifh  fix  cannons.  Mir  Nafer,  dilfatisfied  at  the  ereclion 
of  thefe  fortifications,  attacked  the  Dutch,  who  attacked  him  in  his  turn,  but  could  not 
follow  him  into  his  faftnefles.  This  petty  war  proved,  however,  very  expenfive  to  the 
Company. 

Baron  Kniphaufen,  after  governing  Karek  with  fovereign  authority  for  five  years, 
was  fucceeded  by  Mr.  Vanderhulft,  who  having  been  previoufly  employed  at  Bafra, 
and  knowing  the  Arabs,  thought  it  his  duty  to  profecute,  with  Mir  Mahenna,  the  new 
prince  of  Bender  Rigk,  the  war  which  had  been  waged  againft  his  father.  Mir  Ma- , 
henna,  by  a  ftratagem,  feized  two  armed  veffels  belonging  to  the  Dutch,  and  unfuc- 
cefsfully  attempted  a  dcfccnt  upon  the  ifland.  Mr.  Vanderhulft  then  enlarged  his  for- ; 
tifications,  and  formed  the  plan  of  a  town,  which  was  foon  peopled  with  Perfians 
and  Arabs. 

This  fettlement  might  be  lucrative  to  the  officers  employed  about  it ;  but  the  expences 
of  the  war  and  the  garrifons  confumed  the  Company's  profits,  and  they  determined  to 
abandon  it ;  but  the  profped  of  an  advantageous  trade  with  Perfia  induced  them  to  hold  , 
it  fome  time  longer.     The  new  governor,  iNIr.Bufchmann,  therefore,  concluded  a  peace 
with  Mir  Mahenna ;  after  which  the  trade  met  with  no  interruption. 

His  fucceflbr,  Mr.  Van  Houting,  although  in  other  refpeds  a  man  of  merit,  did  not 
condud  himfelf  fo  prudently,  being  a  ftranger_to  the  genius  and  temper  of  the  Arabs, 
and  having  no  experienced  officers  under  him.     He  was  not  careful  to  obferve  a  neu- 
trality 
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nrality  in  tlie  quarrels  between  the  prince  of  Abu  Schajhhr  and  Mir  Mahenna  ;  but,  in 
concert  with  the  former,  attacked  the  latter  in  his  retreat  in  the  inand>  of  Khouerl. 
Mir  Mahenna  allowed  his  enemies  to  approach ;  and,  when  he  faw  them  in  fecurity, 
fell  upon  them  with  his  cavalry,  and  entirely  difcomfited  the  troops  of  the  Dutch,  and 
•of  Abu  Schiehhr. 

Emboldened  by  this  fuccefs,  Mir  Mahenna  made  a  defcent  upon  the  ifle  of  Karek, 
and  beficged  the  town.  Mr. Van  Houting  fullered  himfelf  to  be  outwitted  by  a  Pcrfian, 
by  whom  he  was  perfuaded  to  permit  Mir  Mahenna  to  enter  the  fort  with  a  fmall 
retinue,  in  order  to  agree  upon  terms  for  an  accommodation.  The  Arab  then  made 
the  Dutch  garrifon  prifoners,  and  fent  them  to  Batavia.  This  event  happened  In  the 
end  of  December  1765. 

It  is  not  probable  that  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company  wll!  put  themfelves  to  the 
trouble  of  expelling  the  conqueror,  and  renewing  their  eitablifliment  on  the  Ifle  of  Karek. 

OF    THE    BEDOUINS,    OR    WANDERING    ARABS. 

Chap.  CVIII.  —  Peculiarities  in  the  Manners  of  the  Bedouins. 

THE  Arabs  fettled  in  cities,  and  efpecially  thofe  in  the  fea  port  towns,  have  loft 
fomewhat  of  their  diflinftive  national  manners,  by  their  intercourfe  with  ftrangers  ;  but 
the  Bedouins,  who  live  In  tents,  and  In  feparate  tribes,  have  ftlll  retained  the  cuftoms 
ajid  manners  of  their  earlleft  ancellors.  They  are  the  genuine  Arabs,  and  exhibit,  in 
the  aggregate,  all  thofe  charafterlftlcs  which  are  diftributed  refpedively  among  the  other 
branches  of  their  nation. 

I  have  repeatedly  noticed  the  different  acceptations  in  which  the  word  Schech  or 
Schlech  is  ufed.  Among  the  Bedoifins  It  belongs  to  every  noble,  whether  of  the  higheft 
or  the  lowed  order.  Their  nobles  are  very  numerous,  ai\d  compofe  in  a  manner  the 
whole  nation  ;  the  plebeians  are  Invariably  aftuated  and  guided  by  the  Schiechs,  who 
fuperintend  and  direct  In  every  tranfadlon. 

The  Schiechs,  and  their  fubjefts,  are  born  to  the  life  of  fliepherds  and  foldlcrs.  The 
greater  tribes  rear  many  camels,  which  they  either  fell  lo  their  neighbours,  or  employ 
them  in  the  carriage  of  goods,  or  in  military  expeditions.  The  petty  tribes  keep 
flocks  of  flieep.  Among  thofe  tribes  which  apply  to  agriculture,  the  Schiechs  at  leaft 
live  always  in  tents,  and  leave  the  culture  of  their  grounds  to  their  fubjects,  vvhofe 
dwellings  are  wretched  huts. 

It  Is  the  difference  in  their  ways  of  living  that  conftitutcs  the  great  dlftlncllons  which 
charaderlfe  the  dillercnt  tribes.  The  genuine  Arabs  difduin  huibandry,  as  an  employ- 
ment by  which  they  would  be  degraded.  They  maintain  no  domeftic  animals  but  ilieep 
and  camels,  except  perhaps  horfes.  Thofe  tiibcs  which  are  of  a  pure  Arab  race  live  on 
the  ilclh  of  their  buffaloes,  cows,  and  horfes,  and  on  the  produce  of  fome  little  plough- 
ing. 'Tile  former  tribes,  didinguiflieJ  as  noble  by  their  poffeffion  of  camels,  arc  deno- 
minatcd  Abu  el  Aba;ir  ;  and  the  fecond  Moxdan.  I'he  latter  are  eiteemed  a  middle 
rlafs,  between  genuine  Arabs  imd  peaiants.  I  have  heard  fome  tribes  mentioned  ccn- 
temptuoully,  bocaufe  thoy  kept  bulialoes  and  cows.  The  Moaidan  traniport  their 
dwellings  irom  one  country  to  another,  according  as  pafturage  f.tils  them;  fo  that  a 
village  often  arifes  fiiddenly  in  a  lituatlon  where,  on  the  day  before,  not  a  hut  was  to 
be  feen. 

1  he  genuine  Bedouins,  living  always  In  the  open  air,  have  a  very  acute  fmell. 
"Ihey  dliliko  cities,  on  account  of  the  fatid  exhalations  produceil  about  them.     They 
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cannot  conceive  how  people,  who  regard  cleanlinefs,  can  bear  to  breathe  fo  impure  air. 
I  have  been  aflured,  by  perfons  of  undoubted  veracity,  that  feme  Bedouins,  if  carried 
to  the  fpot^'om  which  a  camel  has  v/itndered  aflray,  will  follow  the  animal  by  fmcUing 
its  track,  and  diftingiiifh  the  marks  of  its  footflops,  by  the  i^une  means,  from  thole  of 
any  other  hearts  that  may  have  travelled  the  fame  way.  Thole  Arabs,  who  wander  in 
the  defart,  will  hve  five  days  without  drinking,  and  difcover  a  pit  of  water  by  exanuning 
the  foil  and  phints  in  its  environs.  They  arc  faid  to  be  addicted  to  robbery  ;  and  the 
accufation  is  not  entirely  unfounded  ;  but  may  be  laid  equally  to  the  charge  of  all 
nations  that  lead  an  erratic  life.  The  Schicchs  ride  continually  about  on  their  horfes  or 
dromedaries,  infpe£ting  the  conducl:  of  their  fubjeds,  viuting  their  friends,  or  hunting. 
Traverfing  the  defart,  where  the  horizon  is  wide  as  on  the  ocean,  they  perceive  tra- 
vellers at  a  diflance.  As  travellers  are  feldom  to  be  met  with  in  thofe  wild  trafts,  they 
naturally  draw  nigh  to  thofe  whom  they  difcover,  and  are  tempted  to  pillage  the  ilrangers 
when  they  find  their  own  party  the  flrongeft.  Befides,  travellers  paifing  through  thefe 
defarts  go  generally  in  caravans ;  and  a  fingle  perfon,  or  a  fmall  party,  has  a  fmgular 
and  fufpicious  appearance,  which  is  a  temptation  to  the  Bedouins. 

In  Arabia,  as  in  all  other  thinly  inhabited  countries,  robbery  is  pra£tifed  ;  but  the 
Arabian  robbers  are  not  cruel,  and  do  not  murder  thofe  whom  they  rob,  unlcfs  when 
travellers  Hand  upon  the  defenfive,  and  happen  to  kill  a  Bedouin,  whofe  death  the  others 
zu'e  eager  to  revenge.  Upon  all  other  occalions  they  aft  in  a  manner  confident  with 
their  natural  hofpitahty.  Upon  this  head  1  have  heard  fome  anecdotes,  which  it  may 
not  be  amifs  to  introduce  here. 

A  Mufd  of  Bagdad,  returning  from  Mecca,  was  robbed  in  Nedsjed.  He  entered 
anto  a  written  agreement  with  the  robbers,  who  engaged  to  condudl  him  fafe  and  found 
to  Bagdad  for  a  certain  fum,  payable  at  his  own  houfe.  They  delivered  him  to  the 
Bext  tribe,  thofe  to  a  third  j  and  he  was  thus  conveyed  from  tribe  to  tribe,  till  he  arrived 
iafe  at  home. 

An  European,  belonging  to  a  caravan  which  was  plundered,  had  been  infefted  with 
the  plague  upon  his  journey.  The  Arabs,  feeing  him  too  weak  to  follow  his  compa- 
nions, took  him  with  themfelves,  lodged  him  without  their  camp,  attended  him  till  he 
was  cured,  and  then  fent  him  to  Bafra. 

An  Englifhman,  who  was  travelling  exprefs  to  India,  and  could  not  wait  for  the 
departure  of  a  caravan,  hired  two  Arabs  at  Bagdad,  who  were  to  accompany  him  to 
Bafra.  By  the  way  he  was  attacked  by  fome  Schiechs,  againft  whom  he  at  firfl  defended 
himielf  with  his  piitols  ;  but,  being  hard  prefled  by  their  lances,  was  forced  to  furrender. 
The  Arabs,  upon  whom  he  had  fired,  beat  him  till  he  could  not  walk.  They  then 
carried  him  to  their  camp,  entertained  him  for  fome  time,  and  at  laft  conducted  him 
fafe  to  Bafra,  When  Mr.  Forikal  was  robbed  by  the  Arabs  in  Egypt,  a  peafant,  who 
accompanied  him,  was  beaten  by  the  robbers,  becaufe  he  had  piftols,  although  he  had 
made  no  attempt  to  defend  himfelf  with  ihem. 

The  pillaging  of  the  caravans  is  not  always  owing  merely  to  the  propenfity  which 
the  Arab:ans  have  to  robbery.  Their  pillaging  expeditions  are  commonly  confidered 
by  themfelves  as  lawful  hoftilities  againft  enemies  who  would  defraud  the  nation  of  their 
dues,  or  againft  rival  tribes,  who  have  undertaken  to  proteft  thofe  illegal  traders. 

In  one  of  thofe  expeditions,  a  few  years  fmce,  undertaken  againft  the  Pacha  of  Da- 
jcaafcus,  who  was  conductor  of  the  Syrian  caravan  to  Mecca,  the  tribe  of  Ancefe, 
which  gained  the  vidory,  fhewed  inftances  of  their  ignorance,  and  of  the  fnn- 
plicity  of  their  manners.     Thofe  who   happened  to  take  goods  of  value  kjiew  not 

their 
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their  worth,  but  exchanged  them  for  trifles.  One  of  thofe  Arabs  having  obtained  for 
his  {hare  a  bag  of  pearls,  thought  them  rice,  which  he  had  heard  to  be  gogd  food,  and 
gave  tliem  to  his  wife  to  boil,  who,  when  ihe  found  that  no  boiling  could  foften  them, 
threw  them  away  as  ufclefs. 

Chap.  CIX.  —  Of  the  political  Conjlitution  of  the  wandering  Arabs. 

TREATING  of  the  government  of  the  Arabs  in  general,  I  faid  a  fsw  words  occa- 
fionally  concerning  that  of  the  Bedouins.     To  avoid  unneceffary  repetition,  I  fhall  add 
Iiere   only  a  few  particulars  concerning  chiefly  tiicii-  polidcal  interefts,  in  refpedl  to  the  - 
neighbouring  nations. 

Tlie  dignity  of  Schiech  is  hereditary,  but  is  not  confined  to  the  order  of  primoge- 
niture. The  petty  Schiechs,  who  form  the  hereditary  nobility,  chooie  the  grand  Schiech 
out  of  the  reigning  family,  without  regarding  whether  he  be  more  nearly  or  more 
difbmtly  related  to  his  predecsflbr. 

Little  wr  no  revenue  is  paid  to  the  grand  Schiech  ;  and  the  other  Schiechs  are  rather 
his  equals  than  his  fubjects.  If  diflatisfied  with  his  government,  they  depofe  him,  or 
go  away  with  their  cattle,  and  join  another  tribe.  Thefe  emigrations,  which  happen 
prett)-  frequently,  have  reduced  fome  tribes,  which  were  once  potent,  to  a  low  and 
inconfiderahle  Itate ;  and  liave  greatly  augmented  the  numbers  and  power  of  fome 
petty  tribes. 

Porfonal  flavery  is  eftabliflied  among  the  Bedouins  ;  but  none  of  them  are  afcripii 
glebcE.  A  peafaut,  when  dilTutisfied  with  his  mailer,  may  quit  his  fetvice,  and  remove 
any  where  elfe. 

The  Bedouins,  who  live  in  tents  in  the  defart,  have  never  been  fubdued  by  any 
conqueror  ;  but  fuch  of  them  as  have  been  enticed,  by  the  profpect  of  an  eafier  way  of 
life,  to  fettle  near  towns,  and  in  fertile  provinces,  are  now,  in  fome  meafure,  dependent 
on  the  Sovereigns  of  thofe  provinces. 

Such  are  the  Arabs  in  the  different  parts  of  the  Ottoman  Empire.  Some  of  them 
pay  a  rent  or  tribute  for  the  towns  or  pafturages  which  they  occupy.  Others  frequent 
tlie  banks  of  the  Euphrates,  only  in  one  feafon  of  the  year  ;  and,  in  winter,  return  ta 
the  defart.     Thefe  lail  acknowledge  no  dependence  on  the  Porte. 

Neither  are,  properly  fpeaking,  fubjeft  to  the  Turks  ;  to  wh^m,  on  the  contrary,  they 
would  be  dangerous  neighbours,  if  the  Pachas  did  not  find  means  to  fow  diflenfions 
among  the  tribes  and  great  families,  when  there  are  more  than  one  pretender  to  tlie 
dignity  of  Schiech  of  Schiechs. 

The  policy  of  tlie  Turks  occafions  frequent  wars  among  the  Bedouins  •,  but  thefe  are 
neither  long  nor  bloody. 

Whenever  the  Turks  interfere  in  their  quarrels,  all  the  tribes  combine  to  repulfe 
the  common  enemy  of  the  whole  nation. 

Every  Grand  Schiech  jultly  confiders  himfelf  r.s  ablblute  lord  of  his  whole  territo- 
ries; and  accordingly  exatts  the  fame  duties  upon  goods  carried  through  his  dominions 
as  are  levied  by  other  princes.  Tiie  Europeans  are  wrong  in  fuppofing  the  iums  paid 
by  travellers  to  the  Grand  Schiech  to  be  merely  a  ranfom  to  redeem  them  from 
pillage. 

The  Turks,  who  fend  caravans  through  the  defart  to  Mecca,  have  fubmitted  to  the 
payment  of  thefe  duties.  They  pay  a  certain  fum  annually  to  the  tribes  who  live  near 
the  road  to  Mecca;  in  return  Vor  which,  the  Arabs  keep  the  wells  open,  permit  the 
pailageofmerchaiidife,  and  efcort  the  caravans. 
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If  the  Bedouins  fometimes  pillage  thofe  caravans,  the  haughty  perfidious  conduft  of 
the  Turkifli  oflicers  is  always  the  firil  caufe  of  fuch  hoflilities.  Thofe  infolent  Turks 
look  upon  all  the  Arabs  as  rebels  ;  tiiat  is,  in  the  modern  fignification  of  this  word,  as 
a  people  who,  although  weak,  have  the  audacity  to  withftand  the  opprefiion  of  their 
flronger  neighbours.  In  confequence  of  this  felhfh  reafoning,  they  violate  their  engage- 
ments ;  and  the  Arabs  take  their  revenge  by  pillaging  the  caravans. 

The  femous  Ali  Bey,  when  he  conducted  the  Egyptian  caravan  to  Mecca,  would  not 
pay  ail  the  duties  on  his  way  to  Mecca,  but  promifed  to  pay  the  reft  on  his  return,  and 
forgot  his  promife.  On  the  year  following,  the  Arabs  afTembled  in  greater  numbers, 
and  obliged  the  captain  of  the  caravan  to  pay  for  himfelf  and  Ali  Bey  both.  Th<? 
Turks  exclaimed  againft  this  as  an  aft  of  robbery  ;  yet  the  Arabs  had  only  done  them- 
lelves  juftice. 

The  conduct  of  Abdalla,  Pacha  ofDamafcus,  who  commanded  the  Syrian  caravani'n 
I  756,  was  ftill  more  odious.  When  the  Schiechs  of  the  tribe  of  Harb  came  to  meet 
him,  to  receive  the  ftipulated  toll,  he  gave  them  a  friendly  invitation  to  vifit  him  ;  but, 
infhead  of  paying  the  toll,  cut  oit'  their  heads,  and  fent  them  to  Conflantinople,  as  a 
proof  of  his  victory  over  the  rebel  Arabs.  The  ftroke  which  thofe  fuffered  by  the 
death  of  their  chiefs  hindered  them  from  attempting  any  thing  in  revenge,  on  either  that 
or  the  following  year  :  the  caravans  travelled  in  triumph  to  Mecca  ;  and  the  Turks 
boafted  of  the  valour  and  prudence  of  Abdalla  Pacha.  But,  in  the  third  year,  the 
Arabs  avenged  tlie  flaughtered  Schiechs,  and,  with  an  army  of  eighty  thoufand  men, 
raifed  out  of  all  tlic  tribes,  routed  the  Turks,  and  pillaged  the  caravan.  The  tribe  of 
Anjcfe,  under  the  command  of  their  Schiech,  dilfinguiflied  themfelves  particularly  in 
this  expedition. 

There  is  a  certain  fubordination  among  the  tribes.  The  petty  tribes,  being  unable 
to  defend  themfelves,  place  themfelves  under  the  protection  of  the  greater,  and  are 
governed  by  their  laws.  Thus  are  powerful  tribes  formed  by  the  union  of  feveral 
fmall  tribes. 

The  Arabian  nation  are  much  more  numerous,  and  wider  fpread,  than  they  are 
generally  fuppoled  to  be.  They  occupy  countries,  once  cultivated  and  populous, 
whofe  ancient  inhabitants  have  difappeared.  The  period  at  which  thefe  Arabian  fettle- 
ments  were  formed,  cannot  now  be  afcertained  ;  nor  is  it  known  whether  they  may  not 
have  been  anterior  to  the  reign  of  the  Caliphs.  The  ancients  did  not  diftinguifh  accu- 
rately between  diil'erent  nations.  The  kings  of  Palmyra,  who  have  been  fuppofed  to 
be  Jews,  were  more  probably  Arabs. 

Chap.  CX.  —  Of  the  Bedouins  en  the  Confines  of  the  Defart. 

THE  moft  ancient  and  powerful  tribes  of  this  people  are  thofe  which  eafily  retire 
into  the  defart  when  attacked  by  a  foreign  enemy.  Thefe  too  have  prefer ved  the 
rational  character  in  its  greatefl  purity,  and  have  maintained  their  liberty  unimpaired. 
Of  this  number  are  the  following  tribes,  of  whom  I  (liali  mention  fuch  particulars  as 
have  come  to  nry  knowledge. 

"i  he  Belli  Khalcd  are  one  of  the  moft  powerful  tribes  in  all  Arabia,  on  account  of 
their  conquefls,  their  wealth,  and  the  number  of  other  tribes  fubjett  to  them.  From 
the  defart  of  Nedsjed,  they  have  advanced  to  the  fea,  and  have  conquered  the  coimtry 
of  Lachfa,  as  I  mentioned  in  the  proper  place.  The  Schiech  of  this  tribe  does  not  live 
always  in  the  city  of  Lachfa,  but  fometimes  in  tents  in  the  defart. 
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The  tribe  of  Kiab,  who  inhabit  north  from  the  Perfian  Gulph,  and  of  whom  I  have 
already  fpok.cn,  rarelv  encamp ;  thev  have  poflbflions  in  the  provhice  of  Sufiftan,  in' 
Perfia. 

In  this  province  of  Sufiflan,  near  tlie  principality  of  Havifa,  and  in  the  neighbour- 
hoo'l  of  the  city  of  Schufler,  are  five  different  confiderable  tribes  of  independent 
Bedouins.  From  the  exiltence  of  tliefe  eilablifliments,  I  fhould  judge  the  authority 
of  the  Perfians  in  tliis  counti'y  to  be  precarious,  and  Sufiftan  to  be  interfperfed  with 
defarts. 

Ber.i  Lam,  are  a  great  tribe  between  Korne  and  Bagdad,  upon  tiie  banks  of  the 
Tigris,  the  Arabic  name  of  which  river,  in  conftant  ufe  among  the  inhabitants  of  the 
country,  is  Didsjele.  They  receive  duties  upon  goods  carried  between  Bafra  and  Bag- 
dad. Thefe  Arabs  fometimes  pillage  caravans.  The  Pacha  of  Bagdad  then  fends" 
troops  againft  them,  and  fometimes  chaftifes  them  by  beheading  their  chiefs.  But  the 
fuccelfors  of  the  Schiechs,  who  have  been  beheaded,  are  always  as  great  enemies  to 
tLe'l'urks,  and  as  zealous  to  maintain  their  liberty  as  theii^  predecelTors  have  been. 

Montcfidfi,  or  Montefik,  are  the  moft  powerful  tribe  north  from  the  deiart,  whether 
in  reipetl  to  the  extent  of  their  territories,  or  the  great  number  of  the  fubaltern  tribes 
who  acknowledge  their  authority.  They  poflefs  all  the  country  upon  both  fides  of  the 
Euphrates,  from  Korne  to  Ardje. 

In  fummer,  when  the  grafsinthe  defart  is  in  a  manner  burnt  up,  the  reigning  Schiech 
refidcs  at  Nahhr  el  Antar,  a  town  upon  the  banks  of  the  Euphrates.  In  winter,  they 
drive  their  cattle  to  feed  in  the  deiart,  and  encamp  in  tents.  The  inhabitants  of  the 
villages,  who  apply  to  agriculture,  and  are  for  this  realon  held  in  contempt  by  the 
Bedouins,  pav  a  tribute.  They  are  poor  as  muft  naturally  be  the  conditicm  of  the  fub- 
jefts  of  thofe  Schiechs  who  five  comiortably  themfelves,  but  are  not  difpofed  to  fuller 
their  peafantry  to  grow  rich. 

I'he  Arabs  of  this  tribe  often  plunder  travellers  going  betv.'een  Helle  and  Bafra. 
The  Pacha  of  Bagdad  commonly  chaltiles  them  ;  fometimes  even  dcpofcs  the  reigning 
Schiech,  and  advances  another  prince  of  the  fame  family  in  his  room.  Thefe  Arabs 
fubmit  to  this  flight  degree  of  dependence  on  the  Turks,  becaufe  they  are  unwilling  to 
lol'e  their  eltabliflimcnts  on  the  fertile  banks  of  the  Euphrates.  In  the  late  troubles  of 
thefe  provinces  of  the  Ottomim  empire,  frequent  notice  was  takencf  this  tribe,  and  they 
uded  no  unimportant  part. 

The  tribe  derive  their  name  from  one  Montefik,  who  came  from  I^cdjas,  and  was- 
defcended  fiom  a  family  who  were  illuftrious  before  the  days  of  Mahomet.  One  thing 
certain  is,  that  the  defcendants  of  this  Montefik  have  been  fovereigns  in  this  count ry^- 
from  time  immemorial.  They  are  divided  into  niiuiy  branches;  and  in  my  time  the 
reigning  family  confilled  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  perfons,  all  of  whom  might  afpii--e  to- 
the  fupreme  power. 

In  1 7O5,  the  reigning  Schiech,  who  was  not  of  theeldeft  branch,  was  named  Abdallah. 
The  other  princes  of  his  family  enjoyed,  at,  the  fame  time,  a  certain  fhare  of  authoritv  ; 
each  having  his  own  fubjeifts,  with  whom,  in  time  of  war,  they  all  join  the  troops- 
ol  the  Schiech  of  Schiechs ;  in  fome  dillricls  they  levy  taxes  and  cuftoms  upon  their 
own  account. 

There  were  named  to  me  more  than  a  fcore  of  inferior  tribes,  who  live  all  in  fubjec- 
tinn  to  that  of  Montefik,  which,  of  itfelf  is  not  txtrcmely  numerous.  Among  thefe 
lubordinate  tribes,  are  fome  who  have  others  again  flill  lefs  confiderable,  dependent 
upon  them.    The  Arabs  call  thofe  dependent  tribes  El  ^\j'aye. 

All 
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All  thefe  tribes  upon  the  confines  of  the  defart,  uhofe  names  I  have  mentioned,  are 
genuine  Arabs,  who  breed  (heep  and  camels,  and  live  in  tents.  But  this  defcription  is, 
•with  more  peculiar  propriety,  applicable  to  the  reigning  tribes  ;  for,  I  believe,  that  fome 
of  the  inferior  tribes  have  lofl;  their  nobility,  by  intei'mixing  the  pradlice  of  agriculture 
with  the  habits  of  pailoral  life. 

Chap.  CXI.  —  Of  the  Bedouhu  of  Mefopotamia. 

THE  rich  plains  of  Mefopotamia  and  Affyria,  Vvhich  were  once  cultivated  by  a  popu-« 
lous  nation,  and  watered  by  furprifmg  efforts  of  human  induflry,  arc  now  inhabited,  or 
rather  ravaged,  by  wandering  Arabs.  As  long  as  thefe  fertile  provinces  fhall  remain 
under  the  government,  or  rather  anarchy  of  the  Turks,  they  mull  continue  defarts,  in 
which  nature  dies  for  want  of  the  foflering  care  of  man.  A  hereditary  fovereign< 
fcated  at  Bagdad,  and  none  elfe,  might  reflore  this  country  to  its  once  flourifliing  (tate. 

The  Pachas  not  knowing  how  to  improve  the  value  of  thefe  depopulated  diitrifts,  and 
not  being  able  to  drive  away  the  Arabs,  permit  them,  for  an  annual  rent,  to  cultivate 
thofe  lands,  or  feed  their  flocks  upon  them.  But  that  people  are  paflionately  fond  of 
liberty,  and  (hew  by  their  conduct:,  that  they  confider  not  themfelves  asfubjed  to  the 
Turkifli  yoke.  The  frequent  wars,  in  which  feveral  of  the  tribes  are  engaged  with  the 
Pacha  of  Bagdad,  although  viewed  as  rebellion  by  the  Ottoman  officers,  are  proofe  of 
tlie  independence  of  the  Arabs. 

So  rich  a  trad  of  country,  naturally  invites  its  inhabitants  to  cultivate  it.  The 
lands  between  the  Tigris  and  the  Euphrates  are  interfered  by  numerous  canals,  and  are 
inhabited  only  by  tribes  pradlifing  agricxilture,  or  Mosedan.    Such  are  the 

Belli  Hashkem,  a  tribe  fituate  eaflward  from  the  Euphrates,  whofe  prefent  Schiech 
is  named  Fontil,  and  who  rules  feveral  petty  tribes  of  hulbandmen. 

Khafaal,  a  powerful  tribe  of  hufbandmen,  likewife  on  the  eafl  fide  of  the  Euphrates. 
They  have  a  great  many  petty  tribes  of  Aral:>s,  who  live  in  villages,  fubjed:  to  them. 
One  of  thefe  petty  tribes  comprehends  five  and  twenty  inferior  tribes,  and  two  others 
forty  each.  The  tribes  which  praftife  hufbandry  appear  therefore  to  be  lefs  numerous 
than  the  Bedouins,  who  often  unite  into  very  large  bodies.  The  tribe  of  Khafaal  can 
mufler  two  thoufand  cavalry,  and  a  proportionate  number  of  infantry.  The  Pacha  of 
Bagdad  has  lately  made  war  on  thefe  people,  with  various  fuccefs.  Thefe  Arabs  are 
Shiites ;  and  this  is  one  motive  more  to  fet  them  at  variance  with  the  Turks.  The 
reigning  Schiech  is  named  Haraoud,  and  levies  cuftoms  from  velfels  coming  up  the 
Euphrates. 

Ail  the  Arabs  within  the  territories  of  the  government  of  Bagdad  are  not  hufband- 
men. South  from  that  city  are  fome  Bedouins,  who  breed  camels.  Of  thefe  are  the 
tribes  of  Beni  Temim,  and  Dafafa,  as  well  as  fome  other  tribes  between  Bagdad  and 
Moful.  The  tribe  of  Al  Tobad  have  become  very  confiderable,  through  the  favour  of 
the  Pacha  of  Bagdad,  one  of  whofe  principal  officers  was  a  near  relation  to  the  reigning 
Schiech.  All  that  traci  of  country  between  Bagdad  and  Moful  is  poffefled  by 
hordes  of  Bedouins  ;  one  of  which,  occupying  the  range  of  hills  adjacent  to  the  Tigris, 
lately  made  an  attack  upon  the  troops  of  the  Pachaj  and  another  denominated  Al  Bu- 
hamdan,  pillaged  a  caravan  when  I  was  in  Moful. 

Thay  are  a  great  and  powerful  tribe  of  Bedouins  between  Mordun  and  Moful.  The 
reigning  Schiech,  who  is  of  the  family  of  Salie,  for  a  fmall  annual  tribute,  pofTefTes  the 
large  and  fertile  plain  of  Affyria.    Were  it  not  for  the  ufual  Turkifh  pohcy  of  fowing 
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diflcnfion  among  the  nelglibours,  the  Pachas  would  find  it  impoflible  to  maintain  any 
ihadow  of  authority  over  this  tribe.  But,  the  Pacha  of  Bagdad  fends  tlie  Togk,  or 
horfe's  tail,  fometimes  to  one  Schiech,  fometimes  to  another;  and  thus  is  a  conflant 
rivalry  kept  up  among  them,  which  weakens  their  common  ftrength.  Tjiis  horfe's  tail 
is  not  merely  an  enfign  of  empty  honour.  It  confers  tlie  dignity  of  Beg,  with  the  right 
to  the  pofl'ellion  of  the  plain,  which  is  held  to  be  with  the  Turks.  The  depofed  Beg 
quits  his  place  of  refidence  between  Moful  and  NifTibin,  and  retires  with  his  partifans 
to  the  banks  of  the  river  Khabour,  and  tiiere  waits  an  opportunity  to  fupplant  his 
rival. 

All  travellers  complain  of  the  robberies  of  thefe  Bedouins  of  AfTyria.  The  refllefs- 
ncfs  and  thievilh  diipofition  of  thefe  people  feem  to  increafe  the  farther  they  recede 
from  their  native  defarts,  and  approach  thecourUry  inhabited  by  the  plundering  Kurdes 
or  'I'urcomans. 

I  was  told  often  wandering  tribes,  Arak  Arabi.  The  moft  confiderabie  encamps  in 
the  environs  of  Hclle  ;  its  name  is  Solscd  ;  and  its  branches  are  fpread  even  inio  the 
governments  of  Aleppo  and  Damafcus. 

An  Arabian  Schiech,  with  whom  I  was  acquainted  at  Aleppo,  gave  me  the  names  of 
eight  tribes  of  Bedouins  who  live  towards  the  head  of  the  Euphrates,  in  diftrifls  com- 
prehended within  the  government  of  the  Pacha  of  Orfa.  But,  aS  he  could  give  me  no 
farther  information  concerning  thefe  tribes,  I  pafs  them  by  in  filence. 

Chap.  CTil.— Of  the  Bedouins  of  Syria. 

THF,  Pachas  of  this  province  have  as  much  to  do  with  the  wandering  Arabs,  as  the 
Turkilli  governors  on  the  Pe.han  frontier.  It  :s  of  gre^^t  conlequence  to  the  cities  of 
Aleppo  and  Damafcus,  that  th.eir  caravans,  travelling  to  Bagdad  or  Bafra,  be  fuffered 
to  pafs  in  fafeiy  throu;;h  thedefart.  Without  efcorting  them  with  an  army,  the  Pachas 
could  notprc.tect  tb.em  from  infult  and  pdlage,  did  they  not  artfully  contrive  to  employ 
one  tribe  of  Arabs  againil  the  reft. 

With  this  view,  the  Pacha  gives  the  title  of  Emir  to  the  mofl  powerful  Schiech  in  the 
neighbourhood.  This  Emir  is  obliged  to  guide  the  caravans,  to  keep  the  oilier  Arabs  in 
awe,  and  to  levy  the  dues  from  thofe  who  feed  their  cattle  on  the  Pacha's  grounds.  As 
payment  for'his  trouble,  and  to  reimburfe  his  expences,  he  receives  a  certain  fum  yearly. 
But  the  Arabs  having  little  confidence  in  Turkifli  promifes,  the  Pacha  fellies  upon  the 
Emir  a  number  of  villages,  the  revenues  of  which  make  up  the  fUpulated  fum.  Thefe 
villages  were  miferable  enough  before,  but  have  been  abfolutely  ruined  by  the  precarious 
government  of  the  Arabs. 

Upon  a  calculation  of  the  fcanty  revenue  which  the  Porte  derive  from  this  part  of 
their  dominions,  and  the  trivial  n?nts  paid  by  the  Arabs  for  the  liberty  of  ravaging 
whole  provinces  ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  a  comparative  eilimate  of  tlie  funis  cxpiiidcd 
in  maintaining  that  vagabond  race  in  a  fpecious  fubjeftion ;  it  is  plain,  that  they  are 
lofcrs  by  the  fhadow  of  auihority  which  they  pretend  to  have  over  the  Arabs;  but 
Ottoman  vanity  is  pleafed  with  the  vain  fancy  of  pofielling  immenfe  territories,  from 
■which  the  Sultan  derives  no  revenue,  and  in  which  his  orders  are  not  refpc«fted. 

The  moft  powerful  tritie  near  Aleppo,  are  the  Mauali,  wliofe  reigning  Schiech  is  of 
the  family  of  El  Burifche.  The  Paclias  put  fometimes  one,  fometimes  another,  of  the 
Schiechs  of  this  family  in  poffeflion  of  the  villages  and  revenues  belonging  to  the  dignity 
of  Emir.  lie  whom  they  depofe,  retires  commonly  with  his  party  to  the  banks  of  the 
Euphrates,  and  there  awaits  an  opporiunily  to  foften  the  new  Pacha  by  prclents,  otid 
recover  his  place.     A  few  years  fmce  an  Emir,  forefecing  that  he  was  to  be  depoltd^ 
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plundered  a  caravan,  carried  away  30,000  head  of  cattle  from  the  paftures  about  Aleppo, 
and  conveyed  his  booty  to  a  place  of  fafety  near  the  Euphrates.  Some  time  after,  he 
furprifed  and  pillaged  the  city  of  Haems.  It  was  fuppofed,  when  I  was  in  Aleppo, 
that  the  Pacha  would  be  obliged  to  recal  and  reinflate  him  in  the  office  of  Emir. 

A  nephew  of  the  Emir,  or  reigning  Schiech  of  the  tribe  of  Mauali,  named  to  me 
fifteen  confiderable  tribes  who  inhabit  the  neighbourhood  of  Aleppo.  Another  Schiech, 
a  great  traveller,  mentioned  five  others,  fomewhat  farther  dillant,  and  near  the  road 
from  Aleppo  to  Bafra.  All  thefe  Bedouins  pay  each  a  trifle  to  the  Emir,  for  liberty  to 
hire  out  or  fell  their  camels,  and  to  feed  their  cattle  through  the  country,  'ihe 
neighbouring  tribes  in  the  Defart  of  Salt,  who  are  fiibjeft  to  the  Pacha,  pay  fomething 
to  a  farmer  (of  the  tax)  for  liberty  to  gather  the  fait  formed  in  that  defart. 

I  was  furprifed  to  fee  among  thofe  tribes  the  tribes  of  Thay  and  Soba:d,  which  mufl 
of  confequcnce  be  fpread  very  widely  over  the  country.  The  tribe  of  Rabea  boafts  of  its 
antiquity,  and  pretends  to  have  come  from  Yemen  to  fettle  in  the  nortli,  at  the  time  when 
the  d)'ke  of  the  refervoir  of  the  Sabaeans  at  Mareb  was  broken  down. 

As  my  (lay  at  Damafcus  was  very  fhort,  I  could  not  acquire  enough  of  information  con- 
cerning the  Bedouins  in  the  government  of  Damafcus  or  Scham.  1  learned  only  the  names 
of  a  dozen  of  their  tribes,  one  of  which  named  Abu  Salibe,  confifts,  as  1  was  told,  folely 
of  Chriflians.  Another,  Beni  Hamjar,  pretend  that  they  are  defcended  from  the  old 
Arabian  kings  of  this  name. 

Several  circumftances  lead  me  to  prefume,  that,  of  the  other  nations  in  Syria,  Kurdes, 
Drufes,  Metuaeli,  Naifaries,  and  Tfchinganes,  fome  are  of  Arabian  anceftry. 

The  tribe  of  Anasfe  are  efteemed  to  be  the  greateft  tribe  in  the  defart  of  Syria. 
They  have  even  fpread  into  Nedsjed,  where  they  are  reckoned  the  moft  numerous  tribe 
in  the  heart  of  Arabia.  The  caravans  of  Turkifh  pilgrims  pay  them  a  confiderable  duty 
for  their  free  paffage  through  the  country.  This  tribe  too,  when  diflatisfied,  plunder  the 
caravans.  They  often  make  war  on  the  Pacha  of  Damafcus.  They  lately  routed  and 
killed  the  Pacha  of  Ghaffa  in  his  own  government. 

In  my  time,  the  departure  of  a  caravan  from  Bagdad  was  retarded  by  news  received 
of  thofe  Arabs  being  on  ill  terms  with  the  Pacha  of  Damafcus.  Two  Turkifh  lords, 
who  were  very  much  beloved  in  Arabia,  rcfolving  to  attend  the  caravan,  the  merchants 
ventured  to  pack  up  and  fend  off  their  goods.  But,  I  not  choofmg,  after  fo  many 
dangers,  to  expofe  myfelf  anew  and  unnecclfarily,  took  the  road  from  Bagdad  to  Moful, 
and  entrulled  a  trunk  to  an  Arab,  a  camel  driver  in  that  caravan,  diredting  him  to 
deliver  it  to  a  certain  man  at  Aleppo.  Within  a  day's  journey  of  Damafcus,  the  whole 
caravan  were  plundered  by  the  tribe  of  Ansefe.  The  trunk  was  opened.  The  Bedouins 
took  what  they  chofe,  but  left  me  my  books,  papers,  a  box  of  medals,  and  two 
watches.  >  The  camel  driver  collected  the  broken  pieces  of  my  trunk,  and  brought  the 
whole  honeflly  to  Aleppo.  Thus  had  I,  at  the  fame  time,  a  proof  of  Arabian  rapacity 
and  Arabian  integrity. 

Chap.  CXIII.  —  Of  the  Bedouins  of  Arabia  Petraa,  and  Pakfline. 

THE  name  of  Arabia  Petrssa  is  ufed  in  a  vague  manner  by  our  geographers.  It 
feems  to  be  a  denomination  given  to  thofe  countries  which  are  moflly  defart,  between 
Egypt,  Syria,  and  Arabia  properly  fo  called.  It  would  be  difficult  to  determine  exaQly 
the  limits  of  thofe  countries,  which  are  little  known,  and  but  thinly  inhabited ;  the 
inhabitants  of  which  wander  among  dry  finds  and  rocks,  feeking  here  and  there  a 
few  fpots  which  afibrd  {ora.Q  fcanty"  food  for  their  caitle.  None  but  13edouins  haunt 
thcfe  defarts. 

In 
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In  the  account  of  my  journey  to  Mount  Sinai,  I  fpoke  of  three  tribes  whom  I  found 
fettled  by  the  highway.  Thofe  are  no  doubt  of  that  clafs  which  acknowledge  the  fupe- 
riority  of  a  greater  tribe.  On  the  other  fide  of  that  chain  of  mountains,  and  in  the  en- 
virons of  Akaba,  there  mufl:  be  other  tribes  ;  but  the  names  of  thefe  1  know  not. 

I  have  already  mentioned  the  great  tribe  of  Harb,  who  hve  to  the  north  of  Hedjas. 
In  this  province  are  alfo  the  ancient  tribes  of  Beni  Ottseba,  Hodeil,  Jom,  and  others, 
which  the  inhabitants  of  Mecca  call  bands  of  robbers,  feemingiy  for  no  other  reafon, 
but  that  their  Sherrifle  has  frequent  quarrels  with  thofe  Bedouins. 

There  are  alfo  feveral  confiderable  tribes  upon  the  confines  of  Ncdsjed,  and  the  great 
defart.  The  tribe  of  Beni  Temim,  among  thefe,  were  famous  m  the  days  of  the  fuc- 
cefl'ors  of  Mahomet,  for  a  prophetefs  named  Sedsjay,  who  did  honour  to  the  tribe. 
Schiech  Dahher,  Mafter  of  Acca,  and  the  greater  part  of  Paleftine,  is  alfo  an  Arab  ;  but 
I  know  not  to  what  tribe  he  belongs. 

I  could  learn  nothing  of  conlequence  concerning  the  Arabs  of  Paleftine.  They  feem 
to  be  poor  neglefted  hordes,  who  inhabit  that  barren  and  difmal  country. 

I  was  told  of  the  tribe  of  Dsjoerhamie,  between  Rama  and  Jerufalem.  The  European 
monks,  who  are  now  the  only  pilgrims  that  vifit  the  Holy  Land,  defcribe  thofe  Arabs 
as  devils  ipcarnate,  and  complain  dolefully  of  their  cruelty  to  the  poor  Chrillians. 
Thofe  lamentations,  and  the  fupcrftitious  pity  of  good  fouls  in  Europe,  procure 
large  alms  to  the  convent  of  Francifcans  at  Jerufalem.  The  exaggerated  relations  of 
the  fufterings  of  the  pilgrims,  from  thofe  inhuman  Bedouins,  will  therefore  be  continued 
as  long  as  the  can  ferve  the  purpofe  for  which  they  are  intended. 

It  mud  be  confefled,  however,  that  this  tribe  of  Dsjoerhamie  form,  in  one  inflance,  a 
remarkable  exception  from  the  ordinary  national  charafter  of  the  Arabs,  who,  in  general, 
never  maltreat  a  ftranger,  unlefs  they  have  firil  received  provocation.  But,  thofe 
Arabs  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Jerufalem  have  a  rooted  averfion  to  the  monks  ;  in 
other  refpecls,  they  are  honeft  enough  people. 

They  convey  every  year,  from  Jafa  to  Jerufalem,  money  and  goodsj  fent  to  the 
monks  from  Europe,  to  a  confiderable  amount,  without  ever  touching  or  embezzling 
thp  fmalleft  article.  They  know  that  the  fupcrior  of  the  convent  at  Jerufalem  pays  the 
travelling  expences  of  the  pilgrims,  and  that  they  are  poor  monks,  who  have  nothing  to 
lofe.  Yet  they  wait  to  intercept  thofe  indigent  caravans,  not  to  pillage  them,  but  that 
they  may  have  the  pleafure  of  venting  their  hatred  againil  the  monks. 

It  would  be  a  grofs  miftake,  therefore,  if  any  European  Ihould  fancy  that  he  might 
travel  fafely  through  Judea,  in  confequence  of  putting  himfelf  under  the  protedion  of 
the  monks.  A  young  Frenchman  had  a  trial  of  this  when  I  was  in  that  country. 
Palling  the  river  Jordan,  he  was  fevercly  beaten  by  the  Bedouins,  folely  for  being  found 
in  company  with  the  monks,  which  made  the  Arabs  view  him  in  a  fufpicious  light. 

OF    THE    RELIGION    AND    CHARACTER    OF    THE    ARABS. 

Chap.  CXIV.  —  Of  the  different  Se^s  of  Mahomet ivis  in  Arabia. 

IT  might  be  expected  that  the  Mahometan  religion  fliould  be  prefervcd  in  its  highcft 
purity  in  7\rabia,  which  was  its  cradle;  and  that  no  contrariety  of  opinions,  or  diverfity 
of  feds,  fliould  have  arifen  there.  An  old  tradition  records  a  faying  of  INIahomet's, 
from  which  he  appears  to  have  forcfeen  that  it  was  hnpoifible  for  his  followers  to 
remain  in  perpetual  harmony  of  dodrinc  and  worfliip.  He  is  faid  to  have  predideJ 
I  that  his  new  religion  Ihould  be  divided  into  fevciuy  dilfcreiit  feds,  as  the  Chriftians  of 
i  his  time  were. 

T  2  Thia 
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This  prediftion  is  in  part  accompli Ihcd  ;  for  there  are  at  prefcnt  feveral  Mahometan 
leCis  in  Arabia. 

The  doftrincs  and  rites  of  the  INIufluhnan  religion  are  in  general  fufficiently  known. 
I  fhali  fatisty  myfclf  with  mentioning  feme  remarkable  peculiarities  which  difting'jifli 
the  fcQs  eftiibliihed  in  Arabia,  and  which  have  an  intUicnce  on  the  moral  charafter  or 
political  date  of  the  nation. 

The  mod  confidorable  fefts  among  the  Arabian  Mahometans,  are, 

1.  That  of  Scinni,  to  which  the  Turks  alfo  belong.  This  forms  the  moft  numerous 
feft  in  Arabia ;  its  opinions  being  profelfed  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  holy  cities  of 
Mecca  and  Medina,  and  by  the  Sherriffes  of  thofc  cities  who  are  reputed  the  fucceflbrs 
of  Mahomet. 

2.  The  feft  of  Schya,  of  which  the  whole  Perfian  nation  profefs  themfelves.  In 
the  eaftern  parts  of  Arabia  arc  fomc  difciples  of  this  fed  ;  and  it  prevails  all  along 
the  borders  of  the  Perfian  Gulph.  The  Metaueli,  or  Mut-Ali,  in  Syria,  are  like- 
wife  Shiites. 

3.  The  fecSl  of  Zc-idi,  which  prevails  in  Yemen,  and  of  which  the  Imam  of  Sana  is 
a  follower. 

4.  The  feet  of  Beiafi,  Beiadi,  or  Abadi,  is  the  principal  fed  in  Oman.  It  is  faid  to 
owe  its  origin  to  the  enemies  of  the  Caliph  Ali,  two  of  whom  went  into  Oman  after  a 
defeat,  which  only  nine  of  them  had  furvived. 

5.  The  feet  of  Mefl'alich,  of  which  I  have  already  taken  notice  in  defcribing  tlie  Be- 
douins fettled  between  the  provinces  of  Hedjas  and  Yemen.  I  fufpeft  this  rather  to  be 
a  different  religion,  than  a  feet  of  the  Muffulman. 

6.  The  fe£t  of  Mecrami  and  Abd  ul  Wahheb  ;  I  have  already  given  my  opinion  of 
this  little  known  feft  in  the  defcription  of  Nedsjeran  and  Nedsjed. 

7.  The  fedl:  of  Dsjcdsja!,  of  which  the  inhabitants  of  Mecran,  a  maritime  province  of 
Perfia,  are  followers. 

8.  Laftly,  the  feds  of  Schabreari  and  Merdinar,  of  which  are  the  Belludsje,  Arabian 
tribes  on  the  confines  of  the  province  of  Mecran,  as  I  have  above  obferved. 

All  thefe  different  feSs  acknowledge  Mahomet  their  prophet,  and  regard  the 
Koran  as  their  code  of  civil  and  ecclefiaftical  laws.  However,  they  mutually  treat  each 
other  as  Chauaredsjj  or  Rafidi,  that  is  to  fay,  heretics. 

The  Sunnites  allow  only  the  four  fefts,  which  ihey  confider  as  orthodox  ;  thofe  of 
Shafei,  Hanefi,  Maleki,  and  Hanbali,  to  have  houfcs  of  prayer  about  the  Kaba.  'Ihe  Zei- 
dites,  however,  to  make  themfelves  amends  for  the  exclufion  they  fuft'er,  have  reared 
for  themfelves  an  invifible  houfe  of  prayer  in  the  air,immediately  over  theKaba,by  which 
means  they  are,  in  their  own  opinion,  put  into  poneffiou  of  thefe  facred  places.  Notwith- 
ftandiug  tl.efe  lofty  pretenlions,  every  pilgrim  of  this  feft  is  obliged  to  pay  a  high  capi- 
tation to  the  .Sherriff"e,wl-.o  has,  for  thefe  feveral  years,  made  the  Shiites  likewifepay  dear 
for  pcrmifl'cn  to  vifit  Mecca. 

The  Zeiditts  feem  to  be  lefs  rigid  and  fuperftitious  than  the  Sunnites,  who  are  mucli 
addidted  to  the  worfhip  of  faints,  and  believe  in  the  moll  ridiculous  miracles.  The 
former  trouble  not  themfelves  wth  the  controverfy  about  Mahoniet's  fucceilors, 
which  has  occafioned  the  fchifm  between  the  Sunnites  and '  the  Shiites.  Nor  are  they 
fo  rigid  and  exaO:  in  rei'pecl  to  pr:  yers  and  other  ceremonies;  they  make  no  mention 
of  faints  ;  and  the  Imam  ot  Sana,  who  is  aZeidite,  fuffers  ufelefs  mofques  to  fall  into 
ruins,  and  lometimcs  evea  demoLlhes  them,  to  the  great  offence  of  his  Sunnite  fubjects 
in  the  Tehama.. 

All 
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All  thefe  feds  venerate  the  c'efcendants  of  Miihomct,  except  the  Belafi,  who  treat 
them  with  no  fjreater  relpedl  than  other  Arabs,  and  beheve  all  the  families  in  the  nation 
to  have  the  fame  rii^iit  to  the  fovereign  power. 

For  this  reafon,  the  l-*rince  of  Maikat,  who  is  of  the  fed  of  Beiafi,  takes  the  title  of 
Imam,  although  not  dtfccnded  from  Malioniet.  This  feci  abfh.in,  not  only  from 
ftruni;-  liquors,  like  the  other  iVIuflulmans,  but  even  fi-om  tobacco  and  coffee  ;  although, 
out  of  holpitality,  thcfe  are  offered  to  itrangers  in  Oman.  The  Beiafi  pique  themfelves 
on  great  aufterity  of  manners,  and  fimplicity  in  their  mode  of  living.  Even  the  moil 
opulent  among  them  avoid  every  thing  like  magnificence  in  their  drefs,  houfes,  and 
mofques.  The  prince  adminifters  jufiice  in  perfon,  and  permits  all  his  fubjeds  to  be 
feated  in  his  prefcnce.  It  was  in  confequence  of  this  feverity  of  manners,  that  the  lad 
Imam,  who  was  a  tyrannical  and  voluptuous  prince,  became  odious  to  his  fubjecls.  In 
the  defcriptioii  of  Oman,  I  have  taken  notice  of  the  revolution  by  which  that  prince  was 
driven  from  the  throne. " 

At  Maikat,  I  received  an  account  of  the  miraculous  origin  of  the  fed  of  Dsjedsjaf, 
in  the  province  of  Mecran.  Its  firfl  author  was  a  venerable  old  man,  who  was 
found  by  fome  wood-cutters  fliut  up  in  the  middle  of  a  tree,  and  havin^a  book  in  his 
hand.  Each  fed,  indeed,  tells  ridiculous  florics  of  the  other-  fed  to  bring  them 
into  contempt. 

I  faw  or  heard  of  no  convents  of  monks  among  the  Zeidites  in  Yemen,  or  among  the 
Beiafi  in  Oman.  The  Sunnites,  and  among  them  the  Turks  efpccially,  are  known  to 
have  a  great  number  of  religious  orders,  the  members  of  which  are  dift inguifhed  by 
the  names  of  Dervifes  and  Santons,  and  difcriminated  from  one  another  by  diverfities 
of  drefs  and  manners.  At  Mokha  were  beggars,  who  fang  through  the  flreets,  called 
Dervifes ;  as  well  as  fome  other  poor  creatures,  who,  for  any  trifle,  were  ready  to  read 
the  palfages  of  the  Koran  infcribed  on  the  tombftones.  As  the  Zeidites  and  Beiafi 
are  not  worfhippers  of  faints,  they  cannot  have  Dervifes  and  Santons ;  who,  on  the 
other  hand,  are  very  numerous  in  Egypt,  where  they  perform  many  extravagant  • 
fooleries. 

The  Turks  and  Perfians  have  been  almofl  conflantly  at  war  ;  and  their  refpedive 
Princes  have  generally  contrived  to  reprefent  to  their  fubjeds  difputes  which  originated 
from  their  ambition,  as  prompted  by  religious  confiderations.  This  is  the  reafon  of 
the  violent  hatred  with  which  the  Shiitos  and  Sunnites  are  animated  againfl  one  another. 
In  Turkey  and  Perfia,  Chrillians  are  permitted  to  build  churches,  and  the  Jews,  fyna- 
gogues  ;  but  in  Perfia,  no  Sunnite  mofque  is  allowed ;  and  the  Turks  tolerate  the 
Shiites  in  the  cxercife  of  no  othor  part  of  their  worfhip,  except  their  pilgrimage  to 
their  Proplict's  tomb  in  the  vicinity  of  Bagdad  ;  and  for  this  perniillion  they  pay 
very  dear  to  the  Ottoman  Porte.  In  Yemen,  the  Sunnites  and  Zeidites  live  liappily 
together  ;  lor  the  latter,  who  arc  the  more  tolerant  of  the  two,  are  the  predoniin.mt 
fed. 

The  MufTulmans  in  general  do  not  perfecute  men  of  other  religions,  when  they 
have  notliiiig  to  fear  from  them,  unlel's  in  the  cafe  of  an  intcrcourfe  of  gallantry  with 
<  Mahometan  woman.  A  Chriliian,  convided  ofblafphemy,  would  alfo  be  m  danger 
of  lofuig  his  life.  In  fuch  a  cafe,  it  is  true,  a  Mahometan  would  as  little  bi'  Ipared. 
While  1  was  at  Bagdad,  a  Janilliiry  urged  a  citizen  for  a  debt;  tlie  latter  always  an- 
Iwe/  ■  w'.th  a  devout  air,  that  he  Ihould  remember  God  and  the  Piophet,  and  wait 
patiently  for  payment,  without  putting  himlelf  in  a  paflion.  The  Janilfary  was  at  laft 
provoked  to  utter  a  blafphcmous  exprcffiun  ;  the  artful  ciiizea  atteilcd  witneflcs  j  and 
10  the 
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the  JanifTary  was   accordingly  convlded,  expelled  out   of  his  corps,  and  next  day 
hanged. 

All  the  MulTulman  fefts  are  not  alike  abhorrers  of  images.  In  Oman,  the  Banians 
are  allowed  to  fct  up  their  images  openly  in  their  apartments.  The  Sunnites  even 
appear  to  have  loft  fomewhat  of  their  averfion  for  thefe  material  reprefentations  of 
Deity.  Thofe  in  India  keep  paintings  ;  and  I  even  faw  two  of  thefe  in  a  villa  ot  the 
Sultan's  near  Conftantinople.  At  Kahira  I  found  prints,  and  a  plaller  bull,  in  the  houfe 
of  a  learned  Sunnite. 

Chap.  CXV.  —  Of  the  other  Religions  tolerated  in  Arabia, 

THROUGH  all  Arabia  are  Jevi^s,  who  are  held  in  much  greater  contempt  than  the 
Chriftians.  I  have  already  mentioned  the  Jewifli  tribes  fettled  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Kheibar,  where  they  are  not  barely  tolerated,  but  have  the  fovereign  authority  in  their 
own  hands. 

The  Jews,  difperfed  through  different  cities,  have  fynagogues,  and  enjoy  a  great  deal 
of  freedom,  ^'hey  are  fond  of  living  together,  and  commonly  form  a  village  near 
every  principal  town.  In  Oman  they  are  flill  better  treated,  and  permitted  to  wear  the 
drefs  of  Mahometans. 

The  Chriftians  were  once  numerous  in  Arabia.  I  know  of  no  Chriftian  church 
remaining  at  prefent  in  all  this  country.  In  the  province  of  Lachfa  are  many  Sabceans, 
or  Chriftians  of  St.  John.  But,  the  Chriftianity  of  this  feet  feems  to  be  a  confufed 
medley  of  the  opinions  and  ceremonies  of  feveral  different  religions. 

Banians  from  India  are  fettled  in  great  numbers  in  the  commercial  cities.  At  Mokha 
they  fuffer  many  mortifications.  But,  at  Mafkat,  among  the  tolerant  feet  of  the  Beiafi, 
they  are  permitted  to  obferve  the  laws,  and  cultivate  the  worfliip  of  their  own  religion 
without  difturb^mce.  In  Perfia  there  are  alio  fome  of  thefe  Indians ;  but  the  Turks, 
who  are  auftere  Sunnites,  fuffer  none  of  them  in  their  provinces. 

I  never  faw  that  the  Arabs  have  any  hatred  for  thofe  of  a  diflFerent  religion.  They, 
however,  regard  them  with  much  the  fame  contempt  with  which  the  Chriftians  look 
upon  the  Jews  in  Europe.  Among  the  Arabs  this  contempt  is  regulated.  It  falls 
heavieft  upon  the  Banians  ;  next  after  them,  upon  the  Jews  ;  and,  leail  of  all,  upon  the 
Chriftians,  who,  in  return,  exprefs  the  leaft  averfion  for  the  Mufl"ulmans  A  Mahome- 
tan, who  marries  a  Chriftian  or  Jewifh  woman,  dpes  not  oblige  her  to  apoftatize  from 
her  religion  ;  but  the  feme  man  would  not  marry  a  Banian  female,  becaufe  this  Indian 
feft  are  fuppofed  to  be  ftrangers  to  the  knowledge  of  God,  having  no  book  of  divine 
authority.  The  Mahometans  in  India  appear  to  be  even  more  tolerant  than  thofe  of 
Arabia.  They  live  in  a  good  under ftanding  with  the  Banians,  and  treat  them  with  lefs 
contempt  than  their  Arabian  brethren. 

This  progrefs  towards  general  toleration  preferves  the  Arabs  from  th.e  rage  of  mak- 
ing profelytes.  They  feek  neither  to  entice  nor  conftrain  any  perfon,  except  fome- 
times  their  young  flaves,  whom  they  compel  to  embrace  Mahometanifm  :  but,  when  a 
profelyte  voluntarily  prefents  liinifelf,  they  are,  by  the  laws  of  their  religion,  obliged  to 
receive  him,  and  e\en  to  provide  for  his  maintenance.  The  converts  who  moft  com- 
monly oflFer  themfelves  are  deferters  from  the  crews  of  European  fhips,  who  take  this 
fliift  to  efcape  punifhment.  As  they  are  known  to  be  moftly  very  bad  fubjefts, 
government  allows  them  but  a  very  fcanty  penfion,  fcarcely  fufliclent  for  their  main- 
tenance.   They  are  not  confined,  either  from  intercourfe  with  Chriftians,  or  from  taking 
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voyages  into  diflant  countries.    We  had  in  our  fervice  in  Arabia  a  French  renegado, 
Avho,  when  he  left  us,  went  to  India. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  remark,  in  this  place,  that  the  Indians  are  ftill  lefs  anxious 
about  making  converts  than  the  Arabs.  I'he  Bramins,  Rajaputs,  and  Banians,  receive 
nobody  into  their  communion,  but,  on  the  contrary,  expel  all  of  their  members  who 
render  themfelves  obnoxious  by  irregularity  of  life,  and  by  this  means  afford  profelytes 
to  the  Chriftians.  Tims,  the  European  milhonaries,  who  run  fo  indecently  through 
the  Eafl,  and  profane  the  lacrament  of  baptifm,  by  calling  it  at  the  head  of  every  one, 
have  little  reafon  to  boaft  of  the  converfions  they  effect,  efpecially  as  they  ufe  fo  mucla 
importunity  to  accomplifli  them. 

Chap.  CXVI.  —  Of  the  Charaacr  of  the  Arabs. 

CLIMATE,  government,  and  education,  are  undoubtedly,  the  great  agents  which 
form  and  modify  the  characters  of  nations.  To  the  firfl:  of  thefe  the  Arabs  owe  their 
vivacity,  and  their  difpofition  to  indolence ;  the  fecond  increafcs  their  lazineft,  and 
gives  them  a  fpirit  of  duplicity ;  the  third  is  the  caufe  of  that  formal  gravity  which 
influences  the  faculties  of  their  mind,  as  well  as  their  carriage  and  exterior  afpeft. 

No  two  things  can  differ  more  than  the  education  of  the  Arabs  from  that  of  the 
Europeans.  The  former  ftrive  as  much  to  haften  the  age  of  maturity,  as  the  latter  to 
retard  it.  The  Arabs  are  never  children  ;  but  many  Europeans  continue  children  all 
their  life. 

In  Arabia,  boys  remain  in  the  Haram,  among  the  women,  till  the  age  of  five  or  fix, 
and  during  this  time  follow  the  childifh  amufements  fuitable  to  their  years ;  but,  as 
foon  as  they  are  removed  from  that  fccne  of  frivohty,  they  are  accuftomed  to  think 
and  fpeak  with  gravity,  and  to  pafs  whole  days  together  in  their  father's  company,  at 
leaft  if  he  is  not  in  a  condition  to  retain  a  preceptor,  who  may  form  them.  As  mufic 
and  dancing  are  efteenied  indecent  among  the  Arabs,  women  are  alfo  excluded  from 
all  aflcmblies,  and  the  ufe  of  ftrong  drink  is  forbidden.  The  Arabian  youth  are 
Itrangers  to  the  pretended  pleafures  which  are  fo  eagerly  purfued  by  the  youth  of 
Europe.  The  young  Arabs,  in  confequcnce  of  being  always  under  the  eyes  of  perfons 
advanced  to  maturity,  become  penfivc  and  ferious,  even  in  infancy. 

Yet,  under  this  air  of  gravity  and  recolleftion,  the  nation  have  in  reality  a  great 
degree  of  vivacity  in  their  hearts,  which  varies  through  the  different  provinces.  The 
inhabitants  of  Yemen,  living  in  a  mild  climate,  and  an  agreeable  air,  have  more  anima- 
tion in  their  character  than  thofe  of  Hedjas  and  Arabia  Petrasa,  whofe  imagination 
receives  a  more  gloomy  call  from  the  continual  profpedt  of  barren  defarts  and  bare 
rocks.  I  have  leen  young  Arabs  in  Yemen  dance  and  leap,  with  arms  in  their  hands, 
to  the  found  of  fmall  drums;  yet,  even  the  inhabitants  of  the  defart,  fhew  greater 
vivacity  than  the  Turks.  As  for  the  melancholy  Egyptians,  I  never  faw  themdiicover 
any  mark  of  genuine  joy,  even  at  their  fcflivals,  however  fplendid. 

This  vivacity  in  the  Arabians  makes  them  fond  of  company,  and  of  large  alTemblies, 
notwithltanding  their  feeming  ferioulhefs.  They  frequent  public  coflee-houfcs,  and 
markets,  which  are  fo  numerous  through  Yemen,  that  every  village,  of  any  confiderable 
magnitude,  has  a  weekly  market.  When  the  villages  lie  at  too  great  a  diitance,  the 
country  people  meet  in  the  open  fields,  fome  to  buy  or  fell,  and  others  to  converfe,  or 
amufe  themfelves  as  fpedators  of  the  bufy  fcene.  Artifans  travel  through  the  whole 
week  from  town  to  town,  and  work  at  tlicir  trade  in  the  dill'erciit  markets.     From  this 
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fondnefs  of  theirs  for  fociety,  it  may  be  inferred,  that  the  nation  are  more  civilized  than 
they  are  commonly  fuppofed  to  be. 

Several  travellers  accufe  them  of  being  cheats,  thieves,  and  hypocrites.  An  arbi- 
trary government,  which  impoveriflies  its  fuljetts  by  extortion,  can  have  no  favourable 
influence,  indeed,  upon  tl:e  probity  of  the  nation ;  yet,  I  can  lay,  from  my  own  ex- 
perience, that  the  accufations  laid  againft  tlieni  have  been  exaggerated  above  the  fads. 
The  Arabs  themfelves  allow  that  their  countrymen  are  nor  all  honed  men.  I  h  ve 
heard  them  praile  the  fidelity  with  v.hich  tiie  Europeans  iulfil  their  promifcs,  and  exprefs 
bigh  indignation  againll  the  knavery  of  their  own  nation,  as  a  dilgrace  to  the  Muflful- 
man  name. 

Chap.  CXVII.  — Of  the  Vengeance  of  the  Arabs, 

A  LIVELY,  animated  people,  of  quick  and  violent  paffions,  are  raturally  led  to 
carry  the  deli  re  of  vengeance  for  injuries  to  its  highefl  excefs.  Th."  ^  n  iftive  ipirit 
of  the  Arabs,  which  is  common  to  them  with  the  other  inhabitants  of  hot  climates,  varies, 
however,  witlTthe  varying  modifications  ot  the  national  charafter. 

The  Arabs  are  not  quarrelfome  ;  but,  when  any  difpute  happ  ns  to  r  rife  among 
them,  they  make  a  great  deal  of  noife.  I  have  feen  fome  of  them,  however,  who, 
although  armed  with  poignards,  and  ready  to  (lab  one  another,  were  eafily  appcafs  A 
reconciliation  was  inilantly  effefted,  if  any  inditlerent  perfon  but  fai  to  them.  Think 
of  God  and  his  Prophet.  When  the  conteft  could  not  be  fettled  at  once,  umpires  were 
chofen,  to  whofe  decilion  t'ey  fubmitted. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  Eall,  in  general,  flrive  to  mafter  their  anger.  A  boatman 
from  Maikat  complained  to  the  governor  of  the  city  of  a  merchant  who  would  not 
pay  a  freight  due  for  the  carriage  of  his  goods.  The  governor  always  put  oil  hearing 
him,  till  fome  other  time.  At  lad  the  plaintifT  told  his  cafe  coolly,  and  the  governor 
immediately  did  him  juftice,  faying,  1  refufed  to  hear  you  before,  becaufe  you  were  in- 
toxicated with  anger,  the  molt  dangerous  of  all  intoxications. 

Notwithflanding  this  coolnefs,  on  which  the  people  of  the  Eafl:  pique  themfelves,  the 
Arabs  fliew  great  fenfibility  to  every  thing  that  can  be  conftrued  into  an  injury.  If  one 
man  fhould  happen  to  fpit  befide  another,  the  latter  will  not  fail  to  avenge  himfelf  of 
the  imaginary  infult.  In  a  caravan  I  once  faw  an  Arab  highly  offended  at  a  man,  who, 
in  fpitting,  accidentally  befpattered  his  beard  with  fome  fmall  part  of  the  fpittle.  It 
was  with  diiiiculty  that  he  could  be  appeafed  by  him,  who,  he  imagined,  had  offended 
him,evcn  although  he  humbly  afked  pardon,  and  kifled  his  beard  in  token  of  fubmiflion. 
Thev  are  lefs  ready  to  be  offended  by  reproachiul  language,  which  is,  befides,  more  in 
ufe  with  the  lower  people  than  among  the  higher  clafles. 

But  the  moft  irritable  of  all  men  are  the  noble  Bedouins,  who,  in  their  martial  fpirit, 
feem  to  carry  thofe  fame  prejudices  farther  than  even  the  barbarous  warriors  who  iflued 
from  the  North,  and  over-ran  Europe.  Bedouin  honour  is  Hill  more  delicate  than  ours, 
and  requires  even  a  greater  number  of  victims  to  be  facrificed  to  it.  If  one  Schiech 
fays  to  another,  with  a  ferious  air,  '  Thy  bonnet  is  dirty,'  or,  '  The  wrong  fide  of  thy 
turban  is  out,'  nothing  but  blood  can  wafh  away  the  reproach  ;  and  not  merely  the 
blood  of  the  offender,  but  that  alfo  of  all  the  males  of  his  family. 

At.Biirra  I  heard  the  ffory  of  an  adventure,  which  had  happened  about  a  dozen  of 
years  fince,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  that  city,  and  which  may  afford  an  idea  of  the 
excefs  to  which  the  fpirit  of  revenge  often  rifes  aniong  this  nation.     A  man  of  eminence, 
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belonging  to  the  tribe  of  Montefidfi,  had  given  his  daughter  in  marriage  to  an  Arab 
of  the  tribe  of  Korne.  Shortly  after  tlie  marriage,  a  Schicch  of  an  inferior  tribe  alked 
him,  in  a  coftee-houfe.  Whether  he  were  father  to  the  handfome  young  wife  of  fuch 
a  one,  whom  he  named  ?  The  father,  fuppofmg  his  daughter's  honour  ruined,  immedi- 
ately left  the  company  to  ftab  her.  At  his  return  from  the  execution  of  this  inhuman 
deed,  he  who  had  fo  indifcreetly  put  the  queftion  was  gone.  Breathing  nothing  now. 
but  vengeance,  he  fought  him  every  where  ;  and  not  finding  him,  killed  in  the  mean 
time  feveral  of  his  relations,  without  fparing  even  his  cattle  or  fervants.  The  offender 
offered  the  governor  of  Korne  a  great  fum  if  he  would  rid  him  of  lb  furious  an  adver- 
fary.  The  governor  fent  for  him  who  had  been  offended,  and  endeavoured  by  threats, 
and  a  fliew  of  the  apparatus  of  punifliment,  to  force  him  to  a  reconciliation  ;  but  the 
vengeful  Arab  would  rather  meet  death  than  forego  his  revenge.  Then  the  governor, 
to  preferve  a  man  of  fuch  high  honour,  foothed  him  to  an  agreement,  by  which  the  firfl 
aggreffor  gave  his  daughter,  with  a  handfome  portion,  in  marriage  to  him  whom  he  had 
offended.     But  the  father-in-law  durR  never  after  appear  before  his  fon-in-!aw. 

The  thirit  for  vengeance  difcovers  itfelf  likewife  in  the  peculiar  manner  in  which 
murder  is  profecuted  here.  In  the  high  country  of  Yemen,  the  fupreme  court  of 
Sana  commonly  profecutes  murders  in  the  mode  ulual  in  other  countries  ;  but,  in 
feveral  diftrifts  in  Arabia,  the  relations  of  the  decealbd  have  leave  either  to  accept  a 
compofition  in  money,  or  to  require  the  murderer  to  furrender  himfelf  to  juflice,  or 
even  to  wreak  their  vengeance  upon  his  whole  family.  In  many  places  it  is  reckoned 
unlawful  to  take  money  for  the  fliedding  of  blood,  which,  by  the  laws  of  Arabian 
honour,  can  be  expiated  only  by  blood.  They  think  httle  of  making  an  affadin  be 
punifhed,  or  even  put  to  death,  by  the  hand  of  juflice  ;  for  this  wouW  be  to  deliver  a 
family  from  an  unworthy  m.cmber,  who  deferved  no  fuch  favour  at  their  hands. 

For  thefe  reafbns,  the  Arabs  rather  revenge  themfelvcs,  as  law  allows,  upon  the 
family  of  the  murderer,  and  feek  an  opportunity  of  flaying  its  head,  or  molt  confider- 
able  pcrfon,  whom  they  regard  as  being  properly  the  perfon  guilty  of  the  crime,  as  it 
muil  have  been  committed  through  his  negligence  in  watching  over  the  condufl:  of 
thofe  under  his  infpeftion.  In  the  mean  time,  the  judges  feize  the  murderer,  and 
detain  him  till  he  has  paid  a  fine  of  two  hundred  crowns.  Had  it  not  been  for  this 
fine,  fo  abfurd  a  law  muft  have  been  long  fmce  repealed.  From  this  time  the  two 
families  are  in  continual  fears,  till  fome  one  other  of  the  murderer's  family  be  flain. 
No  reconciliation  can  take  place  between  them,  and  the  quarrel  is  flill  occafionally  re- 
newed. There  have  been  inflances  of  fuch  family  feuds  lading  forty  years.  If,  in  the 
conteft,  a  man  of  the  murdered  perfon's  family  happens  to  fall,  there  can  be  no  peace 
till  two  others  of  the  murderer's  family  have  been  ilain. 

This  detedable  cullom  is  fo  exprefsly  forbidden  in  the  Koran,  that  1  fliould  not 
have  been  pcrfuaded  of  its  exiftence,  had  1  not  feen  inflances  of  it.  Men,  indeed,  aft 
every  where  in  direft  contradiftion  to  the  principles  of  religion  ;  and  this  fpccies  of 
revenge  is  not  merely  impious,  but  even  abiiiru  and  inhuman.  An  Arabian  of  diltinc- 
tion,  who  often  vifited  us  at  Lohcia,  always  wore,  even  when  he  was  in  company,  both 
his  poignard  and  a  fmall  lance.  I'he  reafon  of  this,  he  told  us,  was,  that  a  man  of  his 
family  had  been  murdered,  and  he  was  obliged  to  avenge  the  murder  upon  a  man  of 
the  inimical  family,  who  was  then  adually  in  the  city,  and  carried  jurt;  fuch  another 
hmce.  He  acknowledged  to  us,  that  the  fear  of  meeting  his  enemy,  and  fighting 
with  him,  often  dillurbed  his  fleep.  In  the  narrative  of  my  journey  from  Beit  el  Fakih 
to  Mokha,  I  have  related  an  inflance  of  a  family  feud  of  this  kind,  in  the  country  through 
which  we  palieil. 

VOL.  X.  V  Among 
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Among  the  Bedouins  in  the  Eafl  of  Arabia,  every  family  ftrive  to  right  themfelvis, 
whenever  they  think  that  they  have  fuftered  an  injury.  When  the  two  hoftile  famihes 
happen  to  belong  to  two  powerful  rival  tribes,  formal  wars  fometimes  follow  in  coufe- 
quence  of  fuch  accidental  quarrels  :  but,  on  the  other  hand,  the  public  peace  is  not  at 
all  interrupted  by  a  private  feud,  when  the  pcrfons  at  variance  belong  to  two  petty 
tribes,  both  fubject  to  the  fame  great  tribe.  Laftly,  when  the  two  contending  parties 
are  fubjects  of  the  fame  Schiech,  and  are,  of  coufequence,  held  to  be  of  the  fame 
family,  the  Schiech  and  the  principal  fubjectsjoin  to  reconcile  the  parties,  and  to  punifli 
the  murderer. 

The  tribes  upon  the  confines  of  Oman,  and  the  {hores  of  the  Perfian  Gulph,  are 
alfo  acquainted  with  thefe  family  wars,  and  more  harafled  even  than  the  Arabians  by 
them.  A  great  part  of  thefe  tribes  earn  their  fubfiflence  by  carrying  coifce  from 
Yemen  to  the  Perfian  Gulph,  and  by  the  pearl  fiihery ;  and,  from  this  circumllancc, 
parties  at  variaiice  have  more  frequent  opportunities  of  meeting  and  fighting  at  fea. 
Weak  tribes  arc  thus  often  obliged  to  quit  their  way  of  life,  and  fall  into  obfcurity  an  d 
niifery. 

Chap.  CXVIII.  —  Of  the  Arabian  Nobility. 

THE  Arabs  are  accufed  of  being  vain,  full  of  prejudices  with  refpeS:  to  birth,  and 
ridiculoudy  attentive  to  records  of  genealogy,  which  they  keep  even  for  tlieir  horfes. 
This  reproach  cannot  aft'ed  the  great  body  of  the  nation,  who  know  not  their  family 
names,  and  take  not  the  trouble  of  keeping  a  regifter  of  births.  Mofl  of  thofe,  even 
ill  the  middle  Itarion  of  life,  know  not  who  were  their  grandfathers,  and  would  often 
be  as  nmch  at  a  lofs  to  know  their  fatliers,  if  it  were  not  regulated  by  cuftom,  that  the 
fori  fliall  join  his  father's  name  with  his  own. 

All  thofe  petty  princes  who  govern  in  Arabia  are,  undoubtedly,  very  proud  of  their 
birth,  and  with  fome  reafon,  fmce  their  families  have,  from  time  immemorial,  enjoyed 
independence  and  fovereign  power.  The  nobility,  who  are  free,  or  dependent  only  on 
the  chiefs  of  their  tribes,  are  equally  fo.  They  enjoy  privileges  which  the  traditional 
hiflory  of  the  nation  reprefcnts  as  having  always  belonged  to  certain  families.  The 
Schiechs  are  excufable,  therefore,  although  they  value  themfelves  upon  advantages  which 
are  peculiarly  theirs. 

What  adds  to  the  high  conceit  the  Bedouin  Schiechs  have  of  their  nobility,  is  its 
being  incommunicable,  and  not  to  he  conferred  by  any  fovereign  prince,  or  even  by  the 
Caliplis.  As  it  is  founded  en  the  cuitoms  of  a  paftoral  people,  who  know  no  diftinc- 
lion  of  rank,  but  that  of  the  heads  of  families,  no  fovereign  can  augment  the  number 
of  thefe  chiefs.  Nobles  can  be  created  only  in  countries  where  the  nobility  form  a 
diftinct  clafs,  enjoying  certain  civil  privileges,  which  may  be  equally  conferred  on  others. 
The  Bedouin  nobility  may  be  compared  to  the  chiefs  of  the  clans  among  the  Scotch 
highlanders,  who  are  in  a  very  fimilar  condition  with  refped  to  their  honours  and 
authority. 

The  defcendants  of  Mahomet  hold,  with  fome  reafon,  the  firfl;  rank  among  the  great 
families  in  Arabia.  Mahomet  was  fprung  from  one  of  the  nobleft  families  in  the  country, 
and  rofe  to  the  rank  of  a  potent  prince.  His  firft  profeihon  of  a  dealer  in  camels,  proves 
liim  to  have  been  a  Schiech  of  the  genuine  and  pure  nobility  of  his  nation.  It  may  be 
inferred,  however,  from  the  fmgular  veneration  in  which  his  family  are  held,  that  reli- 
gious opinions  have  contributed  to  gain  them  the  pre-eminence  which  they  hold,  above 
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even  the  mofl:  ancient  fovereign  houfes.     A  feft  naturally  refpeft  the  pofterity  of  their 
founder,  as  a  race  bearing  an  indelible  character  of  ianciity. 

Thcfe  defcendants  of  Mahomet  have  received  dilFerent  titles.  In  Arabia  they  are 
called  Shcrrities,  or  Sejids ;  in  the  Mahometan  countries  fituate  northward,  SherriQes, 
or  ]uiiirs  ;  and  in  the  Arabian  colonies  in  the  Ealii,  fimply  Sejids.  The  Prince  of 
Havifa,  on  the  frontiers  of  Perlia,  takes  the  title  of  Maula,  which  has,  I  believe,  been 
alfumed  by  the  Emperor  of  Morocco.  In  fome  countries,  this  family  are  diftinguifhed 
by  a  green  turban.  Nay,  on  the  coafl;  of  Arabia,  fliips  hoiit  a  green  flag,  when  fitted 
out  by  a  Sejid.  Yet  the  green  turban  is  not  invariably  a  diftinctive  mark  ot  a  de- 
fcendant  of  Mahomet.  Beggars  fometimes  wear  turbans  of  this  colour ;  and  one  of 
our  fervants  did  the  fame,  and  was  blamed  by  nobody. 

The  Sherriffes  of  Hedjas  are  efteemed  the  noblell  of  Mahomet's  defcendants,  be- 
caufe  they  have  made  fewer  intermarriages  with  ftrangers  than  the  reft  of  the  Prophet's 
pollerity.  In  that  province  they  are  treated  with  almoft  incredible  refpefl:.  A  SherrilTe 
may  enter  into  the  midfl  of  a  fray,  without  the  fmallefl;  fear  of  being  intentionally  hurt 
or  killed.  He  needs  not  fhut  his  doors  againft  thieves.  In  the  Ottoman  provinces,  the 
family  of  the  Prophet  are  lefs  regarded.  In  my  time,  a  Sejid,  who  had  been  guilty  of 
divers  crimes,  and  although  warned  and  reproved  by  an  indulgent  governor,  had  not 
correfted  hin  bad  habits,  was  condemned  to  fuffer  capital  punifliment. 

Having  heard  a  dillindion  frequently  made  between  a  Sherrifle  and  a  Sejid,  I  made 
inquiry  into  its  nature,  I  learned  that  Sherriffes  are  conflantly  devoted  to  a  military 
life,  and  are  defcended  from  Haffan  ;  but  that  the  Sejids  are  the  polf  erity  of  HolTein, 
and  follow  the  purfuifs  of  trade  and  fcience,  although  they  have  fometimes  rifen  to  fove- 
reign  power  in  fome  parts  of  Arabia. 

There  are,  in  all  Mahometan  countries,  an  aflonifhing  number  of  Sherriffes.  I  faw 
whole  villages  peopled  with  this  family  folely.  To  thofe  who  know  not  in  what  manner 
this  title  is  tianfmitted,  the  numbers  of  thofe  v/ho  enjoy  this  high  rank  mull  undoubtedly 
appear  furprifing  ;  but  polygamy  naturally  multiplies  families,  till  many  of  their  branches 
fink  into  the  mofl  wretched  mifery.  In  my  account  of  Jebid,  I  have  mentioned  my  ac- 
quaintance with  a  Sherriffe  in  that  city,  who  was  in  extreme  poverty.  A  peculiar 
curtom  tends  to  the  farther  increafe  of  the  race  of  Sherrifles.  The  fon  of  a  woman  of 
the  family  of  Mahomet  is  efteemed  a  Sherriffe,  and  tranfmits  the  honour  to  all  his 
pofterity.  I  travelled  through  Natolia  with  a  Turk,  who  was  called  fnnply  Achnted,  and 
wore  the  common  turban,  while  his  fon  was  honoured  with  a  green  turban,  and 
with  the  title  of  Sherrifle,  becaufe  his  mother  was  a  Sherrifia.  Other  fimilar  inflances 
came  within  my  knowledge  in  the  provinces  of  Turkey;  and,  from  various  circumflances, 
I  was  led  to  infer,  that  many  pcrfbns  enjoy  this  title  who  are  not  at  all  connected  with 
the  Prophet's  family.  The  genuine  Sherrifles,''  to  ftrengthcn  their  party  againft  the 
Caliphs,  have  acknowledged  kindred  with  various  powerful  families  who  were  entirely 
ilningers  to  them. 

In  Turkey,  where  the  Sherrifii's  nre  not  numerous,  they  enjoy  various  privileges, 
and,  among  others,  thvt  of  being  fubjeci\,in  every  confiderable  town,  not  to  the  Pacha, 
but  to  a  man  of  their  own  family,  who  is  denominated  Nakib,  or  general  of  the  Sherriffes. 
The  Turkilh  government  fcems,  however,  to  bo  ful'picious  of  their  ambition,  and  never 
entrufts  them  with  any  public  ofhce.  Thcv  are  connnonly  called  Emirs ;  an  indeter- 
minate title,  which  is  beftowed  eqiially  upon  perfons  of  thtj  highefl  quality,  and  upon 
fubordinate  officers. 

Of  all  the  titles  in  ufe  among  the  y\rabian  nobility,  the  mofl  ancient  and  moft  com- 
mon is  that  of  Schicch.    The  Arabian  language,  which  is  in  other  refpecls  fo  rich,  is 
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however,  poor  in  terms  expreflive  of  the  diftinftions  of  rank.  The  word  Schicch  has, 
in  confequence  of  this  circumftance,  various  fignifications.  Sometimes  it  is  the  title  of 
a  prince  or  noble  ;  at  other  times,  it  is  given  to  a  profefTor  in  an  academy,  to  a  man 
belonging  to  a  mofque,  to  the  defcendant  of  a  faint,  to  the  mayor  of  a  town,  and  in 
Oman,  even  to  the  chief  of  the  Jewifli  fynagogue.  Although  tnus  feemingly  profti- 
tuted,  yet  is  not  this  title  defpifed  by  the  great.  A  Schiech  of  an  ancient  Arabian 
family  would  not  change  the  name  for  that  of  Sultan,  which  has  been  afTumcd  by 
fonie  petty  princes  in  the  highlands  of  Hadramaut  and  Jafa. 

The  Schiechs  of  illuftrious  families  among  the  Bedouins  have  reafon  for  confidering 
their  genealogy  as  a  matter  of  fome  confequence.  Some  of  them  are  defcended  from 
anceftors,  who  were  princes  before  the  days  of  Mahomet,  and  thefirft  Caliphs.  As  it 
would  be  difficult,  among  a  people  who  have  no  public  regiflers  or  hiiforians,  to  make 
out  regular  tables  of  genealogy  reaching  farther  than  ten  centuries  backwards,  the 
Arabians  have  contrived  a  compendious  mode  of  verifying  their  lines  of  defcent.  From 
among  their  later  anceftors,  they  feleJl  fome  illuftrious  man  from  whom  thev  are 
univerfally  allowed  to  be  defcended.  This  great  man,  again,  is  as  univcrfally  allowM 
to  be  defcended  from  fome  other  great  man ;  and  thus  they  proceed  backwards  to  the 
founder  cf  the  family.  The  Sherriffcs  and  Scjids,  by  the  fame  expedient,  prove  the 
origin  of  their  family  to  have  been  with  Mahomet,  and  thus  abbreviate  their  genealogy, 
^vithout  rendering  it  doubtful. 

Befide  thefe  Schieclis  and  princes  there  are  at  Mecca,  fome  flimilies  not  lefs  con- 
cerned to  preferve  their  genealogies,  with  all  poffible  exactitude.  Thefe  are  the  families 
defcended  from  the  tribe  of  Koraifch,  which  have  held  certain  employments,  by  here- 
ditary right,  fmce  the  days  of  Mahomet  and  his  firft  fucceflbrs.  Their  employments 
are,  ift.  The  office  of  keeper  of  the  key  of  the  Kaba,  which  was  conferred  by  Maho- 
met on  the  family  of  Othman  Ihn  Taslha  :  2d,  That  of  Mufti  of  the  fefl:  of  Schafei : 
3d,  That  of  Mufd  of  the  fed  of  Hanbah :  and  laftly.  That  of  a  learned  Schiech  to  attend 
in  the  holy  mofque. 

There  are  alfo  in  Mecca,  twelve  other  families,  defcended  from  the  illuftrious  tribe 
of  Koraifch.  If  any  where  in  the  world,  a  faithful  lift  of  genealogy,  for  more  than 
ten  centuries,  may  be  found,  it  is  certainly  among  thefe  families  of  Koraifchites,  who 
are  conftantly  obliged  to  prove  the  genuinenefs  of  their  defcent,  in  order  to  preferve- 
their  envied  privileges. 

I  never  heard  the  diftindion  between  the  genuine  and  naturalized  Arabs  formally 
exphxined.  Such  a  diftinftlon  is  made,  however,  for  the  Bedouins  value  themfelvea. 
fo  much  on  the  purity  of  their  defcent,  that  they  look  very  contemptuoufly  on  the 
Arabs  who  live  in  cities,  as  a  race  debafcd  by  their  intermixfure  with  other  nations. 
No  Schiech  will  marry  the  daughter  of  a  citizen,  unlefs  he  happen  to  be  driven  by 
poverty  to  contrafl:  fo  unequal  an  alliance.  At  Bagdad  I  faw  a  Schiech  of  eminence  from 
the  delart,  who,  from  motives  of  this  nature,  had  married  the  daughter  of  the  Mufti 
of  that  city. 

The  Arabs  feem  ftill  to  have  a  vanity  in  the  ufe  of  thofe  long  names  which  are  fo 
difgufting  in  their  hiftory  ;  but  this  length  of  names  and  titles  is  occafioned  by  the' 
difficulty  of  diftinguifliing  individuals  among  a  nation  who  know  not  the  ufe  of  family 
namos.  Thus  an  Arab  named  Ali,  if  his  father's  name  was  Mohammed,  takes  the 
name  of  Ali  Ibn  Moliammed  ;  if  from  Bafra,  he  adds  the  name  of  his  country,  el  Bafri  ;. 
and,  if  a  man  of  letters,  the  name  of  his  fed,  as  Schafei ;  and  his  name  at  length  will 
thus  be,  Ali  Ibn  Mohammed  el  Bafri  el  Schafei ;  fo  that  he  cannot  be  confounded 
with  any  other  of  his   cou:;ttryaien.     An  illuilricus   mau  never   takes  thefe    long  | 
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names  in  his  life-time,  but  has    all  this  pomp  of  epilhets  conferred  on  him    after 
his  death. 

Some  men,  whofe  fathers  have  not  been  much  known,  adjoin  to  their  own  names 
that  of  their  eldelt  fon.  A  Turk  of  the  name  of  Salech,  who  furniflied  me  for  hire 
with  mules  to  perform  the  journey  from  Aleppo  to  Konie,  called  himfelf  Fatime  Ugli, 
the  fon  of  Fatime.  I  afked  feveral  Turks,  if  ii  were  common  among  them  to  take  the 
name  of  the  mother.  They  replied,  that  there  were  fome  inllances  of  it,  but  that  no 
man  in  his  fenfes  would  name  himfelf  after  a  woman. 

OF    THE     MANNERS  AND    USAGES    OF   THE   ARABIANS, 

Chap.  CXIX.  —  Of  Marriage  among  the  Arabians. 

THE  Europeans  are  miftaken  fn  thinking  the  ftate  of  marriage  fo  different  among 
the  Muilulmans  from  what  it  is  with  Chrillian  nations.  I  could  not  difcern  any  fuch 
difference  in  Arabia.  The  women  of  that  country  feem  to  be  as  free  and  happy  as  thofe 
of  Europe  can  poflibly  be. 

Polygamy  is  permitted,  indeed,  among  Mahometans,  and  the  delicacy  of  our  ladies 
is  Ihocked  at  this  idea  ;  but  the  Arabians  rarely  avail  themfelves  of  the  privilege  of 
marrying  four  lawful  wives,  and  entertiiining  at  the  fame  time  any  number  of  female 
flaves.  None  but  rich  voluptuaries  marry  fo  many  wives,  and  their  conduct  is  blamed 
by  all  fober  men.  Men  of  fenfe,  indeed,  think  this  privilege  rather  troublefome  than 
convenient.  A  hufband  is,  by  law,  obliged  to  treat  his  wives  fuitably  to  their  con- 
dition, and  to  difpenfe  his  favours  among  them  with  perfect  equality  ;  but  thefe  are 
duties  not  a  little  difagreeable  to  mod  Muffulmans  ;  and  fuch  modes  of  luxury  are 
too  expenfive  to  the  Arabians,  who  are  feldom  in  eafy  circumftances.  I  muff,  how- 
ever, except  one  cafe  ;  for  it  fometimes  happens  that  a  man  marries  a  number  of 
wives  in  the  way  of  a  commercial  fpeculation.  I  knew  a  Mullah,  in  a  town  near 
the  Euphrates,  who  had  married  four  wives,  and  was  fupported  by  tlie  profits  of 
their  labour. 

Divorce,  the  idea  of  which  is  alfo  regarded  as  horrid  by  the  fair  fex  in  Europe,  i& 
not  nearly  fo  common  as  is  imagined  in  the  Eafl.  The  Arabians  never  exercife  the 
right  of  repudiating  a  wife,  unlefs  urged  by  the  flrongell:  realbns  :  becaufe  this  is  con- 
fidered  a  difhonourable  ftep,  by  perfbns  who  value  tlu-ir  reputation,  and  tiirows  dif- 
grace  on  the  woman  and  her  relations.  Wives  are  entitled  to  demand  a  divorce 
when  they  think  themfelves  ill  ufed  by  their  hufbands.  Only  profligate  and 
imprudent  men,  who  have  married  without  confidcration,  will  divorce  their  wives  for 
flight  caufes. 

An  Arabian,  in  moderate  circumflaiices,  feldom  marries  more  than  one  wife.  And 
even  the  mofl  confiderahlc  perfons  in  the  nation  are  often  contented  with  one  for  life. 
Rich  men,  who  are  in  a  condition  to  maintain  as  many  wives  as  they  pleafe,  have  often 
Cdiifcffed  to  me,  that  although  they  had  begun  to  live  with  ftveral  wives,  they  had  at 
lalt  found  that  they  could  be  Iiappy  only  with  one. 

The  Arabian  women  enjoy  a  gieat  deal  of  liberty,  and  often  a  great  deal  of  power,  in 
their  families.  They  continue  miltrefles  of  their  dowries,  and  of  the  annual  income 
which  thefe  aflord,  during  their  marriage  ;  and,  in  the  cafe  of  divorce,  all  their  own 
property  is  referved  to  them.  Hence  it  happens,  that  when  a  man  in  narrow  circuin- 
ft mcos  marries  a  woman  of  forimie,  he  is  entirely  dependeiit  on  his  wife,  and  dares 
not  divorce  her. 
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It  Is  abfurd  to  fay,  as  fomc  travellers  have,  that  the  Mahometan  wives  are  all  flaves, 
and  fo  entirely  the  property  of  their  hufbands,  that  they  are  even  inherited  by  his 
heirs.  In  this  reprefentation,  flaves  piirchafed  with  money  have  been  confounded  with 
women  of  tree  eltate,  who  difpofe  of  tliemfelves  in  theEaft  juft  as  in  Europe. 

The  opinion,  that  women  are  flaves  in  Arabia,  feems  to  Jiave  arifen  from  the  miftaken 
notion,  that  fathers  there  fell  their  daughters  to  the  higheft  bidder.  It  many  times 
happens,  no  doubt,  that  a  poor  man  who  has  an  handfomc  daughter,  is  pleafed  to  match 
her  with  a  rich  man,  from  whom  he  may  receive  occafional  prefents.  And  rich 
voluptuaries,  who  choofe  to  marry  more  wives  than  one,  are  obliged  to  take  young  ■ 
women  of  low  condition,  who  -jse  compelled  by  intereiled  parents,  or  feduced  by 
fplendour,  to  accept  a  hufband  who  alTociates  them  with  other  wives,  and  at  length, 
divorces  them. 

Inftead  of  felling  his  daughter,  every  man,  in  tolerably  eafy  circumflanccs,  flrives  to 
give  her  a  dowry,  which  may  continue  her  own  property.  The  marriage  is  made  out 
by  the  Cadi,  and  figned  in  his  prefence ;  and  in  it  not  only  is  her  dowry  fecured  to  the 
wife,  but  alfo  a  feparate  maintenance,  in  cafe  of  a  divorce.  The  rich  often  give  their 
daughters,  in  preference,  to  poor  men,  and  confider  their  children  as  more  likely  to  be- 
happy,  when  thus  fettled,  than  if  they  were  married  to  rich  men.  The  wife  is  then 
miftrefs  of  all  the  property,  and  even  of  the  houfe  of  her  hufband,  and  is  not  in  danger 
of  being  fent  away. 

Many  ridiculous  ftorles  have  been  told  of  the  marks  of  virginity  which  an  Arab 
expects  when  he  marries  a  young  woman.  But  mod  of  thefe  flories  greatlv  exaggerate 
the  truth,  I'he  Bedouins,  and  the  highlanders  of  Yemen,  a  rude  imd  almoll  favage 
race,  do  indeed  regard  the  want  of  thofe  marks  as  a  proof  of  diflionour,  and  think  them- 
felves  obliged  to  fend  a  woman  back  to  her  relations,  when  her  chaility  cannot  be  thus 
evinced.  But  the  inhabitants  of  the  towns,  being  more  civilized,  never  concern  them- 
felves  about  fuch  a  trifle  ;  only,  in  cafe  of  fuch  an  accident,  a  fon-in-law  forces  an  addi- 
tion to  the  dowry  from  his  father-in-law,  by  threatening  to  fend  his  daughter  home 
again,  although  he  never  actually  does  fo.  At  Bafra  I  heard  of  a  Angle  inllance  of 
divorce  upon  tliis  ground,  and  the  man  was  of  the  lowed  clafs  of  the  people. ' 

Many  luperflitious  obfervances,  refpefting  marriage,  Itill  prevail  in  Arabia.  The 
Arabs  Hill  believe  in  the  virtue  of  enchantments,  and  in  the  art  of  tying  and  untying 
the  knots  of  fate.  The  miferable  victim  of  this  diabolical  art  addrefl^es  ibme  phvfician, 
or  fome  old  woman  ;  for  the  old  women  are  always  ikilled  in  forcery.  The  Chriliians  of 
the  Er.ft:  have  a  (till  more  certain  remedy  again fl:  the  effects  of  witchcraft.  They  fay 
mafles  for  the  perfon  alHidted  ;  and  when,  at  lafl,  the  imagination  of  the  poor  patient 
has  had  time  to  recover,  the  honour  of  the  cure  is  always  afcribed  to  the  powerful 
influence  of  the  malTes. 

We  imagine  in  Europe,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  Eafl;  keep  eunuchs  for  the 
guardians  of  their  harams ;  yet  eunuchs  are  not  com.mon  through  the  Eall,  and  in 
Arabia  there  are  none.  The  Turkifli  Monarch  keeps  more  eunuchs  in  his  feraglio  at 
Conitantinoplfi  than  are  in  all  the  rell  of  his  dominions.  The  Pacha  of  Aleppo  had 
two,  and  he  of  Moful  one,  whom  he  kept,  becaufe  he  had  belonged  to  his  fiather.  It  is 
wrong,  therefore,  to  reg-ard  Arabia  as  the  feat  of  eunuchifm.  They  are  brought  from 
Upper  Egypt,  but  are  mollly  natives  of  the  interior  and  little  known  provinces  of 
Africa.  The  Arabians  abhor  the  cruel  operation  which  is  requifite  to  render  a  man  a 
fit  guardian  of  the  chaftity  of  a  haram. 

Eunuchs  born  in  a  climate  which  has  a  tendency  to  inflame  the  blood,  are  not  abfo- 
jutely  void  of  all  paffion  for  the  fair  fex.     On  the  fea,  bLtweea  Suez  and  Jedda,  I  met 
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With  a  eunuch  who  travelled  with  his  feraglio  ;  and  at  Bafra  I  heard  of  another  rich 
eunuch,  who  kept  female  flaves  for  his  private  amufement. 

Much  has  been  faid  in  Europe  concerning  the  origin  of  the  pra£lice  of  polygamy,  fo 
generally  prevalent  through  the  Ealt.  Suppofing  that  the  plurality  of  wives  is  not  barely 
allowed  by  law,  but  takes  place  in  faft,  fome  of  our  philofophers  have  imagined,  that, 
in  hot  countries,  more  women  than  men  are  born  ;  but  I  have  already  flated,  that  fome 
nations  avail  not  themfelves  of  the  permilFion  given  by  the  Mullulman  law  for  one  man 
to  marry  feveral  wives.  It  would  be  unfair  to  judge  of  the  manners  of  a  whole  people 
by  the  faftidious  luxury  of  the  great.  It  is  vanity  that  fills  feraglios,  and  that  chiefly 
with  flaves,  mofl  of  whom  are  only  flaves  to  a  few  favourite  women.  The  number  of 
female  fervants  in  Europe,  who  are,  in  the  fame  manner,  condemned  in  a  great  meafure 
to  celibacy,  is  equal  or  fuperior  to  that  of  thofe  who  are  confined  in  the  harams  of 
the  Eaft. 

It  is  true,  that  European  clergymen  and  phyficians  fettled,  in  the  Eaft  haveprefumed' 
that  rather  more  girls  than  boys  are  born  here.  I  obtained  fijme  lifts  of  Chriftian  bap- 
tifms  in  the  Eall;  but  fome  of  thofe  were  filled  with  inconfiftencies;  and,  in  the  others, 
thv!  number  by  which  the  females  born  exceeded  the  males  was  indeed  very  trifling. . 
I  have  reafon,  therefore,  to  conclude,  that  the  proportion  between  the  male  and  the 
female  births  is  the  fame  here  as  elfewhere.  This  proportion  varies  fometimes  in 
Europe,  as  is  proved  by  a  recent  inftance  of  a  town  in  England,  in  which,  for  fome 
part  of  this  century,  more  girls  than  boys  have  been  born. 

There  are,  it  muff  be  allowed,  a  good  many  Mahometans,  who  marry  more  wives 
than  one,  and  at  the  fame  time  keej)  female  flaves  ;  but  to  fupply  thefe  mens  harams  a 
furplus  of  females  is  not  necclTary.  Different  accidents  carry  off  a  number  of  men, 
and  thofe  accidents  are  fuch  as  the  women  are  not  expofed  to.  In  the  Eaft,  women  are 
more  impatient  for  marriage  than  in  Europe.  According  to  the  ideas  of  Eaftern  man- 
ners, nothing  is  more  difgraceful  to  a  woman  than  to  remain  barren.  Confcience  obliges 
the  women  of  thofe  regions  to  defire  that  they  may  become  mothers.  A  woman  will, 
therefore,  rather  marry  a  poor  man,  or  become  fecond  wife  to  a  man  already  married, 
than  remain  in  a  ftate  of  celibacy.  I  have  mentioned  the  inftance  of  the  poor  Mullah, ^ 
who  married  four  wives,  and  lived  by  the  profits  of  their  labour.  The  men  are  equally 
difpofed  to  marry,  becaufe  their  wives,  inftead  of  being  expenfive,  are  rather  profitable 
to  them.  Nothing  is  more  rarely  to  be  met  with  in  the  Eaft,  than  a  woman  unmarried 
after  a  certain  time  of  life. 

The  Shiites  are,  by  their  law,  permitted  to  live  for  a  certain  time,  by  agreement,  but 
without  a  formal  marriage,  with  a  free  Mahometan  woman.  The  Perfians  frequently 
avail  themfelves  of  this  permiflion  ;  but  the  more  rigid  Sunnites  think  this  an  illicit 
connection,  and  do  not  tolerate  it.  In  Turkey,  a  man  who  (liould  cohabit  with  a  free 
woman,  without  being  married  to  her,  would  he  punilhed  by  law. 

Chap.  CXX.  — O/ibe  domcjl'ic  Life  of  the  Arabs. 

ARABIA  aff"ords  no  elegant  or  fplendid  apartments  for  the  admiration  of  the  tra- 
veller. The  houfes  are  Built  of  ftone,  and  have  always  terrace  roofs.  Thofe  occupied 
by  the  lower  people  are  fmall  huts,  having  a  round  roof,  and  covered  with  a  certain 
herb.  The  huts  of  the  Arabs  on  the  banks  of  the  Euphrates  are  formed  of  branches  of 
the  date  tree,  and  have  a  round  roof  covered  with  rufli  mats.  'l"he  tents  of  the  Bedouins 
are  like  thofe  of  the  Kurdes  and  Turcomans.  They  have  the  alpect  of  a  tattered  hut. 
1  have  formerly  remarked,  that  they  arc  formed  of  coarfe  ftufl's  prepared  by  the  women. 
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The  palaces  and  houfes  of  Arabians  of  rank  difplay  no  exterior  magnificence.  Orna- 
ments are  not  to  be  expetled  in  the  apartments  of  men  who  are  ftrangers  to  all  luxury, 
except  what  confifts  in  the  number  and  the  value  of  the  horfes,  fervants,  and  arms 
which  they  keep.  The  poor  fpread  tl'.eir  floors  with  ftraw  mats,  and  the  rich  with  fine 
carpets.  No  perfon  even  enters  a  room,  without  having  firfl  put  oft"  his  fhoes.  A 
Frenchman  boafts  of  having  maintained  the  honour  of  his  nation,  by  wearing  his  flioes 
in  the  governor  of  Mecca's  hall  of  audience.  It  is  juft  fuch  another  boall,  as  if  an 
Arabian  envoy  fliould  vaunt  of  trampling  on  the  chairs  of  an  European  Lord. 

The  men  of  every  family  always  occupy  the  fore  part  of  the  houfe,  and  the  women 
the  back  part.  If  the  apartments  of  the  men  are  phiin,  thole  of  the  women  are,  on 
the  contrary,  mofl  ftudioufiy  fet  off  with  decorations.  Of  this  I  faw  a  fpecimen  in  a 
haram,  which  was  nearly  finifiied  for  a  man  of  rank.  One  room  in  it  was  wholly 
covered  over  with  mirrors ;  the  roof,  the  walls,  the  doors,  tlie  pillars,  prefented  all  fo 
many  looking  glafles.     The  floor  was  to  be  fet  with  fofas,  and  Ipread  with  carpets. 

Arabians,  in  circumflances  which  admit  not  of  their  having  feparate  apartments  for 
the  females  of  the  family,  are  careful,  whenever  they  carry  a  ftranger  into  the  houfe, 
to  enter  before  before  him,  and  cry  Tarik,  retire.  Upon  this  notice,  given  by  the 
mailer  of  the  houfe,  the  women  inflantly  difappear,  and  even  his  very  bell  friends  fee 
not  one  of  them.  A  man  mufl,  indeed,  deny  himfelf  this  fight ;  for  it  is  reckoned 
highly  impolite  to  falutea  woman,  or  even  to  look  her  ftedfafl^ly  in  the  face.  To  avoid 
receiving  llrangers  in  their  houfes,  fliopkeepers  and  artifans  expofe  their  wares,  and 
follow  their  refpeclive  trades,  in  the  open  ftreets. 

The  retired  life  of  the  women  difpofes  them  to  behave  refpedfully  to  the  other  fex. 
I  met  a  Bedouin  lady,  who,  purely  out  of  refpeft,  left  the  road,  and  turned  her 
back  upon  me  ;  and  I  faw  her  do  the  fame  to  other  men.  I  feveral  times  have  feen 
women  kifs  the  hands  of  a  man  of  diftinftion,  or  kneel  to  kils  his  feet. 

The  great  often  have  in  their  halls  bafons  -wkh  jets  d'eatt,  to  cool  the  air.  I  have 
mentioned  that  which  we  faw  in  the  Imam  of  Sana's  hall  of  audience.  The  edges  of 
the  bafon  were  coated  with  marble,  and  the  reft  of  the  floor  was  covered  with  rich 
carpets. 

As  the  people  of  the  Eaft  wifli  to  keep  their  floors  very  clean,  they  fpit  very  little, 
although  they  fmoke  a  great  deal.  Yet  to  fpit  is  not  reckoned  a  piece  of  impolitenefs. 
I  have  feen  fome  perfons  of  rank  ufe  a  fpitting-box,  and  others  fpit  on  the  bottom  of 
the  wall,  behind  the  cufhions  on  which  they  fat. 

As  the  floors  are  fpread  with  carpets,  and  cufhions  are  laid  round  the  walls,  one  can- 
not fit  down,  without  inconvenience,  on  the  ground  ;  and  the  ufe  of  chairs  is  unknown 
in  the  Eaft.  The  Arabians  praclife  feveral  different  modes  of  fitting.  When  they  wifh 
to  be  very  much  at  their  eafe,  they  crofs  their  legs  under  the  body.  I  found,  indeed, 
by  experience,  that  this  mode  of  fitting  is  the  moft  commodious  for  people  who  wear 
long  clothes,  and  wide  breeches,  without  any  confining  ligatures.  It  feems  to  afford 
better  reft,  after  fadgue,  than  our  pofture  of  fitring  upon  chairs.  In  prefence  of  fupe- 
riors,  an  Arab  fits  with  his  two  knees  touching  each  other,  and  with  the  weight  of 
the  body  refting  upon  the  heels.  As  in  this  pofition  a  perfon  occupies  leis  room  than 
in  the  other,  this  h  the  pofture  in  which  they  ufually  place  themfelves  at  table.  I  often 
tried  it,  but  found  it  extremely  uneafy,  and  could  never  accuflom  myfelf  to  it.  In 
many  parts  of  Arabia,  there  are  long,  low  chairs,  made  of  ftraw  mats ;  but  they  fit 
crofs-legged  on  them,  as  well  as  on  the  carpets. 

The  life  which  the  /\j:abians  lead  in  their  houfes,  is  fo  vacant  and  unvaried,  that 
they  cannot  help  feeling   it  irkfome.     Their  natural  vivacity  prompts  them  to  feek 
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amufements  out  of  doors.  They  frequent  coffee-houfes  and  markets,  and  are  fond 
of  aflembling  in  public  meetings  as  often  as  poflible.  Yet  they  have  not  the  fame 
means  of  diverfion  as  other  nations.  What  I  liave  formerly  faid  concerning  the  amufe- 
ments of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Eafl,  rcfpeds  the  Arabians  only  in  part.  They  are  often 
obliged  to  take  up  with  fedentary  and  doniellic  amufements,  which  to  Europeans  appear 
very  infipid. 

It  is,  no  doul)t,  to  divert  the  tsedium  of  a  fedentary  life,  that  the  people  of  the  Eafl; 
make  fo  much  ufe  of  tobacco.  The  Arabians,  notwithftanding  the  natural  drynefs  of 
their  conftitution,  and  the  warmth  of  their  climate,  fmoke  ftill  more  than  the  inhabitants 
of  the  northern  provinces  of  Afia.  They  ufe  the  long  Perfian  pipe,  which  I  have 
already  defcribed.  A  cuftom  peculiar  to  Arabia  is,  that  perfons  of  opulence  and  fafliion 
carry  always  about  them  a  box  filled  with  odoriferous  wood.  They  put  a  bit  of  this 
wood  into  any  perfon's  pipe,  to  whom  they  wifli  to  exprefs  particular  refpeft  ;  and  it  com. 
municates  to  the  tobacco  a  fragrant  fmeli,  and  a  very  agreeable  tafte. 

I  never  faw  the  Arabians  ufe  opium,  like  the  Turks  and  the  Perfians.  Infliead  of  taking 
this  gratification,  they  conflantly  chew  Kaad.  This  is  the  buds  of  a  certain  tree,  which 
are  brought  in  fmall  boxes  from  the  hills  of  Yemen.  Perfons  who  have  good  teeth 
chew  thefe  buds  jufl  as  they  come  from  the  tree ;  for  the  ufe  of  old  men  it  is  firfl 
brayed  in  a  mortar.  It  feems  to  be  from  fafliion  merely  that  thefe  buds  are  chewed  ; 
for  they  have  a  difagreeable  tafte;  nor  could  we  accultom  ourlelves  to  them.  I  found 
likewife  that  Kaad  has  a  parching  effcQ:  upon  the  conilitution,  and  is  unfavourable 
to  fleep. 

The  lower  people  are  fond  of  raifing  their  fpirits  to  a  fl:ate  of  intoxication.  As  they 
have  no  ftrong  drink,  they, for  this  purpofe,  fmoke  Hafchifch,  which  is  the  dried  leaves 
of  a  fort  of  hemp.  This  fmoke  exalts  their  courage,  and  throws  them  into  a  fl:ate  in 
which  delightful  vifions  dance  before  the  imagination.  One  of  our  Arabian  fervants, 
after  fmoking  Hafchifch,  met  with  four  foldiers  in  the  fl:reet,  and  attacked  the  whole 
party.  One  of  the  foldiers  gave  him  a  found  beating,  and  brought  him  home  to  us. 
Notwithftanding  his  niiihap,  he  would  not  make  himfelf  eafy,  but  ftill  imagined,  fuch 
was  the  efteft  of  his  intoxication,  that  he  was  a  match  for  any  four  men. 

Chap.  CXXI.  —  Of  the  Food  of  the  Arabians^  and  their  Manner  of  Eating. 

AS  the  people  of  the  Eaft  fquat  themfelves  upon  the  ground  when  they  fit,  fo  their 
manner  of  eating  at  meals  is  conformable  to  this  way  of  fitting.  They  fpread  a  large 
cloth  in  the  middle  of  the  room,  put  upon  this  cloth  a  fmall  table  only  one  foot  high, 
and  upon  the  table  a  large  round  plate  of  tinned  copper.  Upon  this  are  fet  diiferenr 
copper  diflies,  neatly  tinned  within  and  without.  Inftead  of  table  napkins, 
Arabians  of  rank  ufe  a  long  linen  cloth,  which  thofe  at  table  put  under  their  knees. 
"Where  this  linen  cloth  is  wanting,  every  one  ufcs  a  finall  handkerchief  of  his  own. 
They  ufe  no  knives  nor  forks.  The  Turks  have  fometimes  wooden  or  horn  fpoons  j 
but  the  Arabians  ufe  their  fingers  with  great  dexterity,  and  eat  all  diflies  with  the 
hand. 

Were  v/e  to  judge  them  by  the  ftandard  of  our  own  manners,  the  people  of  the  Eaft 
behave  very  indecently  at  an  European  table.  I  could  not  help  being  much  ftruck  by 
the  behaviour  of  the  firft  lurk  I  faw  cat,  who  was  the  comptroller  of  the  cuftoms  of 
the  Dartl.uielles,  in  company  with  whom  I  happened  to  fup  at  the  French  Conful's 
table.  'I'hat  Turk  tore  his  meat  in  pieces  with  his  fingers,  and  wiped  them  with 
iiis  napkin.     My  furprifc  at  this  mode  of  eating  ceafed  when  I  became  more  familiar 
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with  the  manners  nf  tli'ile  ]n'(ip!e.  They  know  ncn  the  ufc  of  table  napkins,  and  fup- 
pole  them  to  be  h;indkerchieis,  Avith  Avhich  ihey  are  to  wipe  theniillves.  Thov  are 
miioh  at  a  lofs  when  a  piece  of  meat  is  to  be  cut  ;  for  they  think  it  indecent  to  make 
life  ot  the  left  hand  in  cuttinj^  it,  as  with  it  thev  perform  tlieir  ablutions.  They  manage 
l)etter  wheii  the  meats  are,  after  tlieir  own  fafhion,  cut  into  final!  bits,  before  being  fet 
down  on  the  table.  \Ve,  Kuropeans,  were  at  i\r(\  fliockeJ  to  fee  fo  many  hands  in  the 
difh  together.  Rut,  as  the  Mahometans  are  obliged,  by  the  laws  of  their  relieion,  to 
pay  the  lUmoft  attenticm  to  perlonal  cleanlinefs,  and  are  habituare^  to  it,  there  is  in 
reality  little  dillerence  in  point  of  delicacy,  bet\yeen  their  mode  of  eating  and  ours. 

The  more  eminent  Schicchsin  the  defart  eat  of  nothing  but  Pilau,  or  boiled  rice.  It 
is  ferved  up  in  a  very  large  wooden  plate.  The  company  fit  ilov.  ri  and  eat,  one  after 
another,  till  the  whole  contents  of  the  plate  be  cxhaufted,  Cir  they  are  fatislied.  In  tiie 
houfes  of  perfons  of  diftincfion  in  the  towns,  feveral  of  thcfc  pl'tes  arc  fet,  one  upon 
another,  in  a  pyramidical  form.  When  the  malters  rife,  the  feryants  fit  down  at  the 
fame  table,  and  eat  up  wliat  remains. 

The  meal  was  ferved  up  in  a  diUerent  ftyle  at  Merdin,  where  I  dined  with,  fifteen 
of  the  Waiwode's  ofllcers.  A  fervant  ftood  in  the  middle  ot  the  company,  to  fet 
down  and  remove  the  diflies  which  Averc  brought  in  by  the  other  i'rrvants.  Hardly 
was  a  plate  fet  down  upon  the  table,  when  fixteen  hands  were  thrud  into  it,  all  amnce, 
and  foon  emptied  it  of  its  contents,  efpecially  when  this  was  pa(lr\-,  which  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  I'.art:,  whofe  drink  is  water,  are  pailionately  fond  of.  They  eat  with 
amazing  quicknefs  in  the  PZaft.  At  IMerdan  we  emptied  more  than  fourteen  plates 
^yithin  lefs  than  twenty  minutes. 

The  MulTulmans  in  general,  and  particularly  the  Arabs,  repeat  always  a  fliort  prayer 
before  fitting  down  to  a  meal,  "  In  the  name  of  the  moll  merciful  God."  When  any 
one  has  done  eating,  he  rifes,  without  waiting  for  the  reft,  and  fays,  "  God  bepraifed." 
They  drink  little  while  they  eat  ;  but,  as  they  rife  from  the  table  after  wafhing,  they 
drink  fome  cold  water,  and  a  cup  of  coH'ee. 

The  Arabians,  in  the  eaftern  ]iari  of  this  country,  are  not  lefs  fond  than  the  Turks 
of  cotlee,  which  they  alfo  call  Kaliwe.  They  prepare  it  in  the  manner  which  we  have 
adopted  from  them.  The  only  difterence  between  their  mode  of  preparing  it  and 
ours,  is,  that  they,  inftead  of  grinding  their  coffee-beans,  pound  them  in  a  mortar.  We 
carried  a  coffee-mill  with  us  into  Arabia,  but  foon  found  the  talte  of  the  pounded  coffee 
much  fuperior  to  that  of  the  ground,  and  lift  oil  ufing  our  mill.  1  he  pounding  feems 
better  to  exprefs  the  oily  parts  of  the  bean,  which  give  the  coffee  its  peculiar  relilh. 
The  people  of  the  Eaft  always  drink  their  coffee  without  either  milk  or  fugar. 

It  is  odd  enough  that,  in  Yemen,  the  proper  country  of  which  the  coffee  plant  is  a 
native,  there  fhould  be  fo  little  coffee  drank.  It  is  there  called  Bunn,  and  isfuppofed 
to  have  heating  effects  upon  the  blood.  The  favourite  drink  of  the  Arabians  of  this 
province  is  prepared  from  the  hufl^s  of  coffee-beans,  fliglnly  roafted,  and  pounded.  It 
is  called  Kaliwe,  or  more  commonly  Kifcher.  It  taftes  like  tea,  and  is  thought  refrefli- 
ing.  People  of  diflindion  drink  it  out  of  porcelain  cups,  and  the  lower  fort  out  of  cups 
of  coarfe  earthern  ware. 

Although  the  Mulfulmans  are  forbidden  theufenf  all  intoxicating  liquors,  yet  many 
of  them  are  paffionately  fond  of  tliefe,  and  drink  them  privately,  and  at  night  in  their 
ov/n  houfes.  Our  phyfician  h\\,  in  the  houfe  of  a  rich  merchant  at  Loheia,  all  the 
neceffary  inftruments  for  diftilling  brandy.  On  the  frontiers  of  Arabia,  where  there  are 
Chrifiiims,  both  wine  and  fpirituous  liquors  are  to  be  found  ;  but  in  Ariibia,  none  of 
fhefe  are  to  he  obtained,  except  from  the  Jews  of  Sana,  who  have  great  plenty,  and  that 
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ot'exccikm  quality.  They  fupply  their  countrymen;  but  laving  no  caflc?,  they  are 
obliged  to  carry  their  wine  and  brandy  in  copper  veffels,  which  renders  the  ule  of  them 
dan'j^erous  to  the  health.  The  Englifli,  too,  Ibmetimes  bring  arrack  from  India 
to  Mokha. 

At  Loheia,  we  bought  a  fort  of  wine,  prepared  fron*  an  infufion  of  dry  grapes  ia 
water,  in  a  pot  wliich  is  buried  in  the  ground,  to  make  the  liquor  ierment.  Wc  had 
aifo  offered  to  us  a  thick,  white  liquor,  called  Bufa,  which  is  prepared  from  meal  mixed 
with  water,  and  brought  into  a  (late  of  fermentation.  It  is  ufed  at  Bafra,  and  is  llill 
more  common  in  Armenia,  where  the  inhabitants  keep  it  in  large  earthen  pots,  half 
buried  in  t!ie  ground,  and  draw  it  out  for  ufc  by  die  infertion  of  reeds.  A  proof  of 
thepermanency  of  national  cuftom  is,  that  Xeuophon  found  this  fame  liquor  ided  in 
Armenia,  and  preferved  in  this  very  maimer. 

The  Arabians  are,  in  general,  a  fober  frugal  nation,  which  is  probably  the  caufc  of 
their  leannefs,  and  feemingly  ftinted  growth.  Their  ufual  articles  of  food  are  rice, 
pulfe,  milk,  buttci',  and  Keimak,  or  whipped  cream.  They  are  not  withcmt  animal 
iood  ;  but  tliey  feldom  eat  of  it ;  for  it  is  thought  very  unwholefome  in  thefe  hot 
countries.  Mutton  is  the  mofl:  common  fpecies  of  animal  food  ufed  here  ;  and  on  it 
the  Arabian.;  of  the  defart  chiefly  live.  As  the  caftration  of  animals,  though  not  for- 
bidden by  the  IVIulVuIman  law,  is  little  practifed  here,  wether  mutton  is  never  ufed  by 
the  Arabians. 

I'he  common  people  in  Arabia  have  little  other  food,  but  bad  bread  made  of  Durra, 
a  fort  of  coarfe  millet,  by  kneading  it  with  camel's  milk,  oil,  butter,  or  greafc.  I  could 
not  eat  of  this  bread  at  firlt,  and  would  have  preferred  to  it  the  worll  bread  I  had  ever 
eaten  in  Europe  ;  but  the  people  of  the  country,  being  accuftomed  to  it,  prefer  it  to 
barley  bread,  which  they  think  too  light. 

Tile  modes  of  baking  bread  are  different  in  different  places  of  Arabia.  In  the  fliip 
ill  which  V  e  failed  from  Jidda  to  Loheia,  there  was  a  failor,  whofe  talk  every  afternoon 
was  to  prepare  Durra  for  next  day'^  bread.  lie  broke  and  bruifed  the  grain  between 
two  ftones,  one  of  which  was  convex,  the  other  concave.  Of  the  meal  thus  prepared, 
he  formed  dough,  and  then  divided  it  into  fniall  cakes.  In  the  mean  time,  the  oven 
was  heated  ;  but  it  was  fimply  an  earthern  pot  glazed ;  and  a  fire  of  charcoal  was 
kindled  up  within  it.  When  the  oven  was  fufficiently  heated,  the  cakes  were  laid 
againCt  the  fides  of  the  pot,  without  removing  the  coals,  and  in  a  few  moments  the  bread 
was  taken  up  half-roa(ted,  and  was  eaten  luit. 

The  Arabians  of  the  defart  ufc  a  heated  plate  of  iron,  qf  a  griiliron,  in  preparing 
their  cakes.  When  they  have  no  gridiron,  thcv  roll  their  dough  into  balls,  and  put 
it  cither  among  live  coals,  or  into  a  fire  of  camels  dung,  where  they  cover  it  till  it  is 
penetrated  by  the  heat.  They  then  remove  the  allies,  and  eat  the  bread,  while  it  is 
fcarcely  dry,  and  flill  hot.  In  the  towns,  the  Arabians  have  ovens  like  ours  ;  their 
bread  is  of  barley-meal,  and  of  the  form  and  thicknefs  of  our  pancakes  ;  but  they 
never  give  it  enough  of  the  tire. 

It  is  fmgular  that  the  y^rabs,  who  are  no  (trangers  to  the  invention  of  mills,  fhould 
ftill  continue  the  old  and  troublefome  practice  of  bruifmg  their  grain  with  (tones,  without 
m;iclii.'jry.  Bur  1  fufpecl  that  they  liiul  bread  made  of  meal  prepared  in  this  wav  to 
talle  more  agreeably  than  that  which  is  made  of  meal  that  has  been  ground  in  a  mill. 
The  negroes  of  certain  countries  in  Airica,  are  faid  to  prefer  the  mode  of  bruifmg 
their  niiiize  upon  a  flone,  «vcn  after  they  have  lived  long  among  Europeans. 

X  2  Chap. 
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Chap.  CXXIT.  —  Of  the  Dnfs  and  Fajhions  of  the  Arabians. 

WHEN  fpeaking  of  the  drefs  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Eafl:  in  general,  I  communi- 
cnted  feme  idea  of  the  drcfles  ufcd  by  the  Arabians.  I  dcfcribed  the  drefs  of  people  of 
diftinftion  in  Yemen,  when  I  had  occafion  to  mention  the  drefs  of  ceremony  with  wliich 
I  was  favoured  by  the  Imam  of  Sana.  But  there  is  a  great  vai'iety  in  the  national  dreflcs 
of  the  Arabians,  and  various  fafliions  prevail  among  them,  which  1  muft  not  leave 
unnoticed. 

Nothing  can  be  more  inconvenient  or  expenfive  than  the  head-drefs  worn  by  Ai-a- 
bians  of  fafliion.  They  wear  fifteen  caps,  one  over  another,  fome  of  which  are  indeed 
of  linen,  but  the  reft  of  thick  cloth  or  cotton.  That  which  covers  all  the  reft  is  ufually 
richly  embroidered  with  gold,  and  has  always  fome  fentence  of  the  Koran  embroidered 
upon  it.  Over  all  thefe  caps  they  wrap  a  large  piece  of  mufiin,  called  a  Safch,  ornamented 
at  the  ends,  which  flow  loofe  upon  the  flioulders,  with  lilk  or  golden  fringes.  As  it 
muft  be  very  difagreeable,  in  a  hot  country,  to  have  the  head  always  loaded  in  this 
manner,  the  Arabians,  when  in  their  own  houfes,  or  with  intimate  friends,  lay  afide 
this  ufelefs  weight,  all  to  one  or  two  of  the  caps.  But  before  perfons  whom  they  are 
obliged  to  treat  with  ceremony  or  refped,  they  dare  not  appear  without  their  turbans. 
Thole  who  defire  to  pafs  for  men  of  learning,  difcover  their  pretenfions  by  the  bulk  of 
their  turbans. 

-  -Arabians  of  rank  wear  one  piece  of  drefs,  which  is  not  in  ufe  among  the  other  inha- 
bitants of  the  Eaft.  This  is  a  piece  of  fme  linen  upon  the  flioulder,  which  feems  to 
have  been  originally  intended  to  Ihelter  the  wearer  from  the  fun  and  rain,  but  is  now 
merely  ornamental. 

The  common  clafs  of  Arabs  wear  only  two  caps,  with  the  Safch  carelefsly  bound  on 
the  head.  Some  have  drawers  and  a  ftiirt ;  but  the  greater  number  have  only  a  piece 
of  linen  about  their  loins,  a  large  girdle  with  the  Jambca,  and  a  piece  of  cloth  upon  the 
flioulders  ;  in  other  refpefts  they  are  naked,  having  neither  fliocs  nor  ftockings.  In  the 
highlands,  where  the  cUmate  is  colder,  the  people  wear  fliecp  fkins.  The  fcanty  clothes 
which  they  wear  through  the  day,  are  alfo  their  covering  by  night  ;  the  cloth  fwaddled 
about  the  waift  ferves  for  a  mattrafs  ;  and  the  linen  garment  worn  about  the  loins  is 
a  fheet  to  cover  the  Arab  while  he  fleeps.  The  highlanders,  to  fecure  themfelves  from 
being  infefted  by  infefts,  deep  in  facks. 

Perfons  in  a  middle  rank  of  life  wcar,inftead  of  fhoes,fandals, being  merely  fingle  foles, 
or  fometimes  thin  pieces  o'T  wood,  bound  upon  the  foot  with  a  ftrap  of  drefted  leather. 
People  of  better  fortune  ufe  flippers,  like  thofe  worn  through  the  reft  of  the  Eaft  ;  and 
this  is  alfo  the  drefs  for  the  feet  worn  by  the  women. 

The  ordinary  drefs  of  the  Arabs  is  indeed  fimple  enough  ;  but  they  have  alfo  a  fort 
of  great  coat,  without  fleevcs,  called  Abba,  which  is  fmipler  ftill.  I  was  acquainted 
with  a  blind  tailor  at  Bafra,  who  earned  his  bread  by  making  Abbas ;  fo  that  they 
cannot  be  of  a  very  nice  fhape,  or  made  of  many  pieces.  In  Yemen  they  are  worn  only 
by  travellers ;  but  in  the  province  of  Lachfa,  the  Abba  is  a  piece  of  drefs  commonly 
ufed  by  both  fexes. 

In  feveral  places  in  Ai-abia,  the  men  wear  no  drawers  ;  but  thefe  with  a  large  fliirt 
are  all  the  drefs  ufed  by  the  lower  women.  In  the  Tehama,  women  of  this  clafs  wrap 
^i  linen  cloth  about  their  loins  in  the  manner  of  drawers.  The  women  of  Hedsjas  veil 
their  faces,  like  thofe  of  Egypt,  with  a  narrow  piece  of  linen,  which  leaves  both  the 
eyes  vmcovered.     lu  Yemen,  they  v/ear  a  larger  veil,  which  covers  the  face  fo  entirely, 
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that  thf  eyes  can  hardly  be  difcerned.  At  Sana  and  Mokha,  they  cover  the  face  with 
a  gauze  veil,  which  is  often  embroidered  with  gold.  They  wear  all  rinps  on  their 
fingers,  arms,  nofe,  and  ears.  They  flain  their  nails  red,  and  their  hands  and  feet  of  a 
brownilTi  yellow  colour,  with  the  juice  of  the  plant  Elhenne.  The  circle  of  the  eyes, 
and  even  the  eye-lafhes,  they  paint  black,  with  a  preparation  of  lead  ore  called  Kochhel. 
The  men  fometinies  imitate  this  mode  of  painting  the  eyes  with  Kochhel ;  but  perfons 
of  fenfe  laugh  at  fo  effeminate  a  practice. 

This  mode  of  ftaining  the  (kin  of  a  brown  colour,  is  pofTibly  ufed  by  the  women  of 
the  low  country,  in  confequence  of  the  natural  fallownels  of  their  complexion.  I'hey 
fancy,  that,  when  the  whole  body  is  brown,  the  peculiar  darknefs  of  the  countenance 
will  efcape  obfervation.  I  conjecture  this  much  concerning  the  women,  from  the  prac- 
tice of  the  men  ;  they  going  almofl  naked,  rub  the  body  all  over  with  Elhenne,  and 
thus  become  entirely  brown. 

Tlie  women  of  Yemen  alfo  make  black  punctures  in  their  face  to  improve  their 
beauty.  I'heir  natural  complexion  is  a  deep  yellow  ;  but,  among  the  hills,  are  perfons 
of  fair  complexion  and  fine  faces,  and  there  even  among  the  peasantry.  In  the  towns, 
thefe  women,  who  think  themfelves  handfome,  lift  up  their  veils  to  lliew  their  beauty, 
whenever  they  think  they  can  do  it  unobferved. 

Fafhion  fliews  its  influence,  in  a  particular  manner,  in  the  modes  in  which  the  hair 
and  beard  are  worn  in  Arabia.  In  the  Imam  of  Sana's  dominions,  ail  men,  of  whatever 
ftation,  lliave  their  heads.  In  other  parts  of  Yemen,  all  men,  even  the  Schiechs,  pre- 
ferve  their  hair,  wrap  it  in  n  handkerchief,  and  knot  it  up  behind  ;  caps  and  turbans 
are  not  in  ufe  there.  Some  of  the  highlanders  keep  their  hair  long  and  loofe,  and  bind 
the  head  with  fmall  cords. 

Every  body,  without  exception,  wears  the  beard  of  its  natural  length  ;  but  the  Arabs 
keep  their  muftachios  very  fhort.  In  the  highlands  of  Yemen,  where  few  ftrangers 
are  ever  feen,  it  is  difgracelul  to  appear  without  a  beard.  Our  fervant  wore  only  his 
muftachios  ;  and  thofe  good  highlanders  fancied  that  we  had  fhaven  him  by  way  of 
punilhment  for  fome  fault. 

The  Twrks,  on  the  contrary,  (have  their  beards,  and  keep  only  their  muftachios  long. 
Among  this  nation,  the  beard  is  an  enfign  of  honour  and  dignity  ;  and  therefore  the 
flavcs  and  domeftic  ftvvants  of  great  men  are  obliged  to  keep  themfelves  clofe  fliaven. 
The  Perliiuis  wear  long  mudachios,  and  clip  their  beards  in  an  aukward  enough  fafluon. 
The  Kurdes  Ihave  their  beards,  but  preferve  their  muftachios,  with  a  lift  of  hair  upon 
each  cheek. 

The  Arabians  have  all  black  beards.  Some  old  men,  when  their  beards  are  whitened 
by  time,  dye  them  red  ;  but  this  praftice  is  generally  difapproved.  The  Perfians 
blacken  their  beards,  although  naturally  black,  and  continue  to  do  fo,  till  a  very 
advanced  age.  Turkidi  gravity  could  not  endure  the  ufe  of  this  fafhion  of  ornament. 
Some  young  noblemen  are  indeed  beginning  to  imitate  tliis  Perfian  mode,  in  order  to 
difgiiife  the  whitenefs  of  their  beards  ;  for  this  colour  of  their  hair  is  more  common  in 
Turkey  than  in  the  fouthcrn  regions  of  Afia.  A  white  beard  is  thought  by  the  Turks  to 
be  very  unbecoming  for  a  man  of  rank. 

"When Turks,  who  have  had  themfelves  fliaven  in  their  youth, determine  upon  fuflering 
their  beards  to  grow,  they  obferve  the  ceremony  of  pronouncing  a  Fatha,  which  is  con- 
fidered  as  a  vcnv  to  prtferve  their  hair  untouched  by  a  razor  through  the  reft  of 
life.  The  Mahometans  perhaps  fancy,  as  fome  travellers  have  reprefenteil,  that  angels 
occupy  their  beards.  It  is  at  leaft  certain,  that  a  man  who  cuts  his  beard,  after  having 
pnce  determined  to  preferve  it  long,  is  feverely  puniihed  for  the  breach  of  liis  vow.     At 
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Bafra,  he  would  be  condemncil  to  receive  three  hundred  blows  with  a  rtick,  but  miglit 
indeed,  for  a  round  fum  efcape  the  puniflimcnt.  An  inhabitant  of  that  city,  who  had, 
twelve  years  before  I  vifited  it,  fnaven  hiiiifelf  in  a  drunken  fit,  fled  to  India,  and  durd 
never  return,  for  fear  of  rlie  dil".;race,  and  the  puiiilhuienr,  which  he  had  nieriteil  both 
by  his  (having  and  his  drunkcnncfs. 

The  Jews,  through  all  the  F.aft,  prcfervc  their  beards  from  their  youth.  They  wear 
the  beard  not  in  the  fame  form  as  the  MulVuInians  and  Chriftians,  ihaving  none  of  it 
about  the  temples  and  the  ears.  To  diftinguifh  themlelves  (lili  more  from  the  reft  of 
mankind,  they  retain  two  tufts  of  hair  hanging  over  their  eyes.  I'liefe  Jews  of  iVrabia 
refcmble  thofe  of  Poland  ;  only  they  have  a  more  decent  and  lefs  beggarly  afpecf. 
They  dare  not  wear  the  turban,  but  are  obliged  to  content  themfelvcs  with  a  fmall 
bonnet.  Neither  are  thcv  fuft'ercd  to  drefs  hi  any  colour  but  blue  ;  all  their  clothes 
are  of  blue  cloth.     They  are  all'n  lorbidden  the  ufe  of  the  Jambea. 

As  there  are  many  Banians  i'etiled  in  Arabia,  I  fhall  add  a  few  words  refpecting  their 
■drefs.  It  confilts  of  a  turban  of  a  particular  form,  a  piece  of  linen  upon  the  Ihoulders, 
another  piece  of  linen  fixed  by  a  firing  about  their  loins,  and  flippers.  Some  alfb  wear 
over  thei'e  pieces  of  drefs  a  long  wliite  robe,  wliich  plaits  upon  the  haunches,  and  fits 
<lofe  upon  the  body  and  the  arms.  Thefe  hidians  ul'ed  to  drefs  entirely  in  white  ;  but 
they  received  fome  years  fmce,  an  order  from  Sana,  enjoining  them  to  wear  red  clothes. 
To  obtain  a  difponi'ation  iVom  this  change  of  drefs,  they  paid  a  confiderable  fum  to  the 
•Imam,  and  the  order  was  revoked.  They  were  loon  after  enjoined,  by  another  edict, 
■to  wear  a  red,  inlfead  of  a  white  turban  ;  But  not  chooling  to  buy  off  in  this  inftance, 
they  obeyed^  and  now  wear  a  red  turban,  with  the  reft  of  their  drefs  white. 

Chap.  CXXIII.  —  Arabian  PoHtenefs. 

IN  Yemen,  Oman,  and  Perfia,  an  European  is  treated  with  as  much  civility  as  a 
IVIahometan  would  find  in  Europe.  Some  travellers  complain  of  the  rude  manners  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Eall ;  but  it  muH:  be  allowed  that  the  Europeans  often  involve 
themfelves  in  embarraffments  in  thefe  countries,  by  being  the  firit  to  exprels  contempt 
or  averfion  for  the  jMuflulmans.  A  proof  of  the  defire  of  thefe  governments  to  obtain 
the  friendfhip  of  Europeans,  is  their  exading  eafier  duties  of  cullom  from  them  than 
from  other  nations,  as  I  had  occafion  to  remark,  both  in  Perfia,  and  throughout  all 
Arabia. 

In  Turkey  they  are  lefs  kindly  treated.  A  comparifon  of  the  manners  of  the 
Turks  with  thofe  of  the  Arabians,  will  beft  prove  the  fuperior  politeneit;  of  the  latter 
nation. 

The  Turks  in  general  hate  Europeans ;  probably  from  an  indiftinct  remembrance 
■of  the  bloody  wars  which  they  have  at  different  times  waged  with  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Weft.  Children  are,  with  them,  as  much  terrified  at  the  name  of  European  as  with 
us  at  the  name  of  Turk.  Turks,  in  the  fervice  of  Europeans,  confider  their  mafters 
lis  indebted  to  them  for  protection,  yet  are  defpifed  bv  their  countrymen  for  eating  the 
bread  of  Chriltians,  and'at  Conftantinople  are  nicknamed  fwine-herds.  The  Europeans 
are  held  in  particular  abhorrence  at  Damietta,  Damafcus,  and  Kahira.  The  Arabiar» 
having  never  had  any  quarrels  with  the  inhabitants  of  Europe,  have  not  the  fame 
reafons  for  viewing  them  with  averfion. 

Neither  are  the  Chriftians  of  the  Eaft  treated  equally  well  in  all  the  different  parts 
of  Afia.  The  Armenians  and  Georgians  are  not  ill  looked  upon  in  Perfia  ;  and  may 
afpire  to  the  firft  pofts  in  the  army,  without  changing  their  reUgion.     I  was  myfelf 
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acqiiaintod  at  Shiraz  with  a  Ki;an,  and  feveral  ofTlcers,  who  were  Ch.iiflians,  and  nafivcs 
lit  (^L-orgia.  The  Turks  again  i.uniit  no  Chriftian  folJicrs  into  their  arniit?,  and  regard 
their  Ciiriftian  fellow  fubjeC;s  with  the  mofl  infolent  contempt. 

In  Arabia,  the  Chriftian.s  are  called  NafTara  or  Nufrani.     As  they  arc  incapable  of 
anv  honourable  office  in  this  country,  the  moll  relpeftable  amc'ng  t!:em  are  merchants. 
The  Arabians,  for  this  reafon,  give  every   ChrifHan  ot  a  decent  appearance  the  title 
cither  of  Chauadsje,  or  ofBarfagan,   two  appellations  both  fignifying  merchant.     A 
Chrillian  of  more  ordinary  drefs  and  equipage  is  called  Malhin,  or  maR<^r,  as  they  fup- 
pofe  fuch  a  one  to  be  an  artifan.     1  had  affumcd  the  name  of  Abdallaii,  and  was  ac- 
cordingly called  in  Arabia  Chauadsje  Abdalla,  and  in  Perfia  Abdalla  Aga.     In  Natolia, 
where  the  Turkifh   language  prevails,  and  civility  feems  to   be  unknown,  the  Turks 
call  the  Chridians  of  the  Eafl;  Dsjaurler,  a  term  extremely  contemptuous.     A  Turk,. 
who  had  hired  me   his  mules  for  the  journey  between  Aleppo  and  Konie,  and  was' 
conieqncntly   in  m.y  fervice,  never  gave  me  another  name   than  D?jaur.      I  told   him,, 
indeed,  that  I  was  not  a  Dsjaur,  but  a  Frank;  and  he  afterwards  gave  me  the  name  of 
Frank  or  Abdallah. 

Tile  behaviour  of  the  Turks  to  th.e  Chriilians  correfponds  to  the  reproachful  language 
in  which  they  addrefs  them.  In  the  Turkifh  empire  Chriftiaas  are  obliged  to  wear  a 
badge,  which  marks  thdr  fervile  condition,  and  to  pay  a  poll  tax.  In  Conftantinople, 
Chriilians,  as  they  pafs,  are  required  either  to  fweep  the  fireets,  and  remove  thelilth, 
or  to  pav  money,  that  they  may  be  excufed.  Thefe  vexatious  impofitions  are  not 
warranted  by  the  government  ;  but  fo  abject  is  the  conditicn  of  the  Chriftians,  that 
they  dare  not  complain  of  an  injury  fu  Me  red  from  a  Mahometan.  They  are  in  danger 
of  being  infulted  if  they  appear  in  the  Iheets  on  days  of  public  feffivity.  I  fhal!  mention 
one  inlfance,  out  of  many,  which  I  witned'ed,  of  the  infolence  of  the  Turks.  In  Natolia, 
wc  met  in  the  high  wav  with  a  Turk,  who  being  about  to  mount  his  horfe,  compelled 
an  honeit  (»reek  merchant  to  alight  from  his  nmle,  and  hold  the  ftirrup  to  him.  An 
Arab  would  bluih  for  fuch  rudeneis.  A  Schiech,  from  whom  we  had  hired  camels, 
ufed  often  to  prel'ent  his  back  for  a  flep  by  which  I  might  mount  my  dromedary. 

I  know  enough  of  the  Chriilians  of  the  Eaft,  to  induce  me  to  believe  that  their  o^m 
eondud  otten  draws  upon  them  the  contempt  of  the  Turks  ;  at  lealt,  the  Greek  mer- 
chants whom  I  faw  in  Natolia  were  mean,  flattering,  babbling  creatures ;  qualities 
whicli  could  not  but  render  them  contemptible  to  a  haughty  and  ferious  nation.  They 
would  eagerly  run  to  hold  the  Itirrup,  not  only  to  a  Turk,  but  even  to  their  own 
Katerdsjis  or  horfe-hirers,  with  whom  they  condefcend  to  cultivate  a  fliameful  familiarity. 
A  Turk,  who  was  fervant  to  two  Greeks,  called  his  mailers  Dsjaurlers,  and  they  him 
Bekir  Aga,  or  Mr.  Htkir.  In  the  prefence  of  the  Turks,  they  called  themfeiv'.s 
Dsjaurlers,  and  give  the  Turks  the  pompous  titles  of  Balcham,  Effendum,  Sultanum, 
?>;c.  exclufivelv  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  in  the  abfence  of  the  Turks,  they  difcovor  an 
infull'erable  degree  of  vanity,  and  the  iofteit  names  they  give  them  are  Kafr  and  Kopek. 
The  Armenians  indeed  are  of  a  ditlerent  charafter.  They  are  grave  and  fincerc,  be- 
have with  a  degree  of  dignitv,  and  know  better  iiow  to  command  the  efleem  of  the- 
Turks,  who  treat  them  better  than  the  Greeks.  They  fometimes,  or  indeed  pretty  olten, 
hear  themfelves  called  infidels  ;  but  this  reproacli  they  laugh  at,  and  confidently  name 
themfelves  Chriilians,  by  which  means  they  come  to  receive  the  fame  name  from  the 
Mahometans. 

In  Arabia  and  Pcrfia,  the  Jews  are  held  at  leall  as  much  in  contempt  as  in  Europe.". 
In  'furkey  they  are  very  numerous,  and  praclife  all  diticrent  trades.  Among  thole  of 
idiem  who  are  employe J  in  couunerce,  are  foinc  rich  bankers,  who  often  rife  into  credit 
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■with  people  in  power,  and  aftbrd  proteftion  to  their  brethren.  The  Arabians  call 
them  Jehudi.  In  Turkey,  where  they  are  infulted  alike  by  the  Muflulmans  and  the 
Chriflians,  they  receive  the  denomination  of  Tfchefied,  which  is  ftill  more  opprobrious 
than  that  of  Dsjaur. 

The  chief  part  of  Arabian  politenefs  is  hofpitality ;  a  virtue  which  is  hereditary  to 
the  nation,  and  which  they  ftill  exercife  in  its  primitive  fimplicity.  An  ambaflador  fent 
to  any  prince  or  Schiech  has  his  expences  defrayed,  and  receives  prefents,  according  to 
the  cuftom  of  the  Eaft.  A  traveller  of  any  diftinclion,  who  Ihould  go  to  fee  any  great 
Schiech  in  the  defart,  would  receive  the  fame  treatment.  I  have  fpokcn  occafionally 
of  the  Kans  and  Manfales,  or  houfcs  of  hofpitable  entertainment,  in  which  I  was  re- 
ceived on  my  travels.  What  appears  to  diftinguilh  the  Arabians  from  the  other  inha- 
bitants of  the  Eaft,  is,  that  they  exercife  hofpitality  to  all,  without  refpeft  of  rank  or 
rehgion. 

The  Arabians  invite  all  who  come  in  while  they  are  at  table,  to  eat  with  them,  whe- 
ther great  or  fmall,  Mahometans  or  Chriflians.  In  the  caravans,  I  have  often  had  the 
pleafure  of  feeing  a  poor  Muleteer  prefs  paflengers  to  fhare  his  meals,  and,  with  an 
air  of  fatisfaftion,  di  (tribute  his  little  ftore  of  bread  and  dates  to  whofoever  would  ac- 
cept any  part  of  it  from  him.  I  have,  on  the  other  hand,  been  fhocked  at  the  beha- 
viour even  of  rich  Turks,  who  retired  to  a  corner  to  eat  by  themfelves,  that  they  might 
avoid  a(king  any  one  to  partake  of  their  fare. 

When  a  Bedouin  Schiech  eats  bread  with  ftrangers,  they  may  truft  his  fidelity,  and 
depend  upon  his  proteftion.  A  traveller  will  always  do  well  to  take  an  early  oppor- 
tunity of  fecuring  the  friendfliip  of  his  guide  by  a  meal.  When  two  Arabians  falutc  each 
other,  he  who  fpeaks  firft  lays  his  right  hand  on  his  heart,  and  fays,  "  Salam  alcikum," 
*'  peace  be  with  you  ;"  the  other  replies,  "  Aleikum  effdam  ;"  or,  "  with  you  be  peace." 
Old  perfons  commonly  add  their  bleffing,  or  rather  "  the  mercy  and  bleiling  of  God." 
The  Mahometans  of  Egypt  and  Syria  never  falute  the  Chriftians  in  thefe  words  ;  but 
concent  tliemfelves  with  faying  to  them,  "  Sebachel  chair,"  "  good  day  ;"  or,  "  Sahlieb 
falamat,"  "friend,  how  art  thou  ?"  In  Yemen,  this  diftinclion  is  not  obfervcd.  The 
inhabitants  of  the  highlands  of  Yemen  ufe  a  form  of  falutation,  of  which  I  could  never 
learn  the  meaning. 

I  long  imagined  that  the  ufe  of  a  peculiar  form  of  falutation  to  Chriftians  was  owing 
to  the  orthodox  zeal  of  the  Mahometans  ;  but  I  have  fmce  underftood,  that  it  is  rather 
owing  to  a  fuperftitious  averfion  in  the  oriental  Chriftians  for  the  MuiTulman  form  of 
falutation.  They  would  not  fuffer  me  to  ufe  thofe  words,  and  would  not  reply  in  them 
to  fome  Turks  who  miftook  them  for  men  of  their  own  nation  j  a  circun\ftance 
which  eafily  happens,  as  Chriftians  fometimes  ufe  the  white  turban  to  procure  refpecl, 
and  to  make  robbers  fuppofe  them  Turks. 

Two  Arabs  of  the  defart  meeting,  ftiake  hands  more  than  ten  times.  Each  IdfTes 
his  own  hand,  and  ftill  repeats  the  queftion,  "  How  art  thou  r"  In  Yemen,  perfons 
who  value  themfelves  on  their  good  breeding,  ufe  many  compliments.  Each  does  as 
if  he  wifhed  the  other's  hand,  and  draws  back  his  own  to  avoid  receiving  the  fame 
honour.  At  length,  to  end  the  conteft,  the  cldeft  of  the  two  fufters  the  other  to  kifs 
his  fingers.  People  of  rank  embrace  their  equals  ;  and  all  treat  one  another  with  a 
degree  of  politenefs  that  furprifes  ftrangers. 

At  vifits,  they  obferve  nearly  the  fame  cuftoms  as  the  other  inhabitants  of  the  Eaft. 
When  the  vifit  is  an  ordinary  and  familiar  one,  pipes  of  Kircher  and  Kaad  are  always 
prefented  ;  on  a  vifit  of  ceremony,  rofe  vt'ater  and  perfumes  sre  added.  When  it  is 
linxe  for  the  viCtor  to  retire,  a  fervant  comes  in  with  a  flafk  of  rofe  water  and  belprinkles 
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the  company,  another  perfumes  the  beard  of  the  vlfitor,  and  the  wide  fleeves  of  his 
gown.  When  we  firft  faw  the  ceremony  ufed,  which  was  at  Ralchid,  we  were  a  good 
deal  furprifed  to  £ee  a  fervant  fit  down  befide  us,  and  caft  water  upon  our  faces. 

Chap.  CXXIV,  —  Of  fame  peculiar  Ciifloms. 

IN  hot  countries,  cleanhnefs  is  indlfpenfably  neceffary  to  health.  The  common 
people,  who  reafon  little,  might  forget  or  negletl  a  care  fo  neceffary  to  their  welfare. 
For  this  reafon,  as  it  would  feem,  have  the  founders  of  feveral  feds  enjoined  puritica- 
tions  and  ablutions  as  a  religious  duty. 

The  Arabians  are  obliged  to  be  extreme  cleanly  by  the  laws  equally  of  their  climate 
and  their  religion  ;  and  they  obfervc  thofe  precepts  with  the  moft  fcrupulous  exafti- 
tude.  They  not  only  wafli,  bathe,  and  pair  their  nails  very  often,  but  cut  away  al[ 
hairs  from  the  body  j  and  pluck  them  from  thofe  parts  upon  which  the  razor  cannot 
be  employed,  that  not  the  Lad  impurity  may  remain  upon  them.  Thofe  are  held  in 
contempt  who  exercife  uncleanly  trades,  fuch  as  the  fervants  at  the  public  baths,  barbers, 
cooks,  tanners,  &c.  This  contempt,  however,  falls  upon  the  employment,  without 
operating  to  the  exclufion  of  the  perfon  exercifuig  it  from  fociety. 

Much  has  been  faid  concerning  the  origin  of  the  cuflom  of  circumcifing  infants, 
which  feems  at  firft  view,  fo  abfurd.  Some  have  referred  it  to  men's  difpofition,  to 
offer  to  the  Deity  a  part  of  what  they  hold  deareft,  and  value  as  moft  precious.  But 
this  feems  to  be  an  awkward  attempt  at  plealantry,  and  befides,  is  not  true ;  otherwife, 
circumcifion  would  be  pradtifed  among  all  nations, in  all  climates,  and  would  be  regarded 
as  a  religious  ceremony  ;  whereas  it  fubfifts  only  in  hot  countries,  and  there  not  as  a 
religious  inftitution,  but  as  an  old  cullom. 

It  is  true  that  feveral  nations,  in  hot  climates,  do  not  practife  it,  fuch  as  the  Perfians, 
the  Indians,  and  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  Africa  ;  but  there  are  others  who  obferve 
it,  although  not  enjoined  by  the  precepts  of  their  religion.  Such  are  the  Chriftians  of 
Abyffinia,  and  many  of  the  idolatrous  people  of  Africa.  The  Mahometans  do  not  con- 
fider  circumcifion  as  a  religious  duty,  but  merely  as  a  laudable  cuflom  of  their  anceflors, 
worthy  of  being  kept  up.  None  but  the  fuperftitious  Jews  appear  to  attach  ideas  of 
religious  fandity  to  an  obfcrvance  which  is  purely  civil. 

I'he  cuftom  of  circumcifnig  infants  certainly  owes  its  origin  to  the  phyfical  nature 
of  thefe  climates.     There  are  fome  corporeal  defeds  and  infirmities  more  common  in 
fome  countries  than  in  others,  which  this  pradice  has  a  tendency  to  remedy ;  and, 
where  thefe  prevail,  circumcifion  is  ufed.    Notliing  is  more  elfedual  in  preventing  thofe 
difeafes,  which,  in  hot  countries,  are  liable  to  attack  certain  parts,  than  the  keeping  of 
thofe  parts  very  clean  by  frequent  ablution.     Circumcifion  renders  this  ablution   ne- 
ceffary, and  reminds  thofe,  who  might  otherwife  negled  it,  of  its  utility.     Legiflators 
have  accoj;dingIy  thought  it  their  duty  to  make  people  takefuitable  precautions  for  theprc- 
i'crvation  of  health,  by  giving  tliis  ufeful  cuftom  the  fandion  of  laws  civil  and  rehgious. 
This  conjodure  will  ap])ear  the  more  probable,  wlien  it  is  confidered  that  the  pradice 
I   of  circumcifmg  girls  is  generally  in  the  fame  countries  in  which  boys  are  circumcifed.  In 
I   Dman,  on  the  fhorcs  of  the  Perfian  C.ulph,  among  the  Chriftiiuis  of  Abyffinia,  and  in 
1   ^'-gyPN  ^mong  the  Arabs  and  Copts,  this  latter  cuRom  is  prevalent.     ^Vt  Bafra  and 
I   Bagdad,  all  the  women  of  Arabian  blood  circumcife  their  daughters  as  well  as   their 
fons.     At  Kahira,  the  women  who  perform  this  operation   are  as  well   known  as  mid- 
wives.     They  are  openly  called  into  houfcs  from  the  ftreets,  williout  any  fccrct  being 
made  of  the  mtention  with  which  they  ai-e  invited. 
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In  Egypt,  wc  mentioned  to  a  nobleman,  who  had  invited  us  to  his  country  feat,  our 
curiofity  to  know  in  what  manner  girls  were  circumcifed.  He  immediately  made  a 
young  Arabian  girl,  who  had  been  circumcifed,  and  was  then  eighteen  years  of  age,  to 
be  called  in,  and  allowed  us  to  examine,  in  the  prefence  of  his  fervants,  what  changes 
had  been  produced  by  the  operation,  upon  the  parts,  and  even  to  make  a  drawing  of 
them.  I  was  convinced,  that  it  is  alfo  out  of  cleanlinefs,  and  to  render  ablution  eafier, 
that  the  practice  of  circumcifing  women  has  been  firft  adopted.  No  law  has  appointed 
it,  any  more  than  that  of  boys  ;  it  is  a  ufage,  not  a  religious  duty. 
■  The  corruption  of  dead  bodies  has  the  moft  deftruftive  effefts  upon  the  health  in  hot 
countries  ;  more  fo  than  in  more  temperate  climates.  It  was  therefore  neceflary  to  fe- 
cure  the  inhabitants  from  its  noxious  influence,  by  increafing,  through  religious  motives, 
their  natural  averfion  for  dead  carcafes.  Mahomet,  and  fome  other  founders  of  feds, 
have  for  this  reafon  affixed  ideas  of  fpiritual  impurity  to  the  aft  of  touching  a  dead 
body.  Some  Muflulmans  require  great  purification  to  cleanfe  a  man  thus  defiled,  and 
feparate  him  for  fome  time  from  fociety.  The  Arabians  are  lefs  rigid  ;  when  a  perfon 
of  this  nation  has  had  the  misfortune  to  touch  a  carcafe,  he  wafhes  himfelf  carefully, 
and,  when  no  mark  of  external  impurity  remains,  he  then  returns  to  the  ordinary  inter- 
courfe  of  life. 

A  frugal  nation,  who  regard  even  fobriety  as  a  virtue,  muft  naturally  affix  ideas  of 
Ihame  to  every  thing  that  indicates  any  degree  of  intemperance.  The  Arabians  are 
greatly  fhocked  when  that  accident  happens  to  a  man,  which  is  the  natural  confequence 
of  the  fulnefs  of  the  inteflines  after  too  copious  a  meal,  and  of  the  indigeftion  of  windy 
articles  of  diet.  The  CheYalier  D'Arvieux  has  been  blamed  as  guilty  of  exaggeration 
in  what  he  fays  concerning  the  delicacy  of  the  Arabs  upon  this  fcore ;  but  I  have  found 
all  that  he  fays  of  the  manners  and  ufages  of  this  nation  to  be  flriftly  true.  I  am, 
therefore,  inclined  to  believe  equally  what  he  relates  concerning  things  which  I  could 
not  obferve  or  verify  myfelf.  It  fliould  feem  that  the  Arabs  are  not  all  equally  fhocked 
at  fuch  an  involuntary  accident.  Yet,  a  Bedouin,  guilty  of  fuch  a  piece  of  indecency, 
would  be  defpifed  by  his  countrymen.  The  inflance  of  an  Arab  of  the  tribe  of  Belludsje 
was  mentioned  to  me,  who,  for  a  reafon  of  this  fort,  was  obliged  to  leave  his  country, 
and  never  durfl  return. 

The  ignorance  of  the  Arabians  fubjefts  them  to  all  the  illufions  of  fupcrftition.  They 
wear  almoft  all  amulets  upon  their  arms ;  on  their  fingers  they  have  ordinary  rings. 
Their  religion  is  faid  to  oblige  them  to  take  off  their  rings,  which  are  of  gold,  or 
fet  with  precious  ftones,  whenever  they  fay  tlicir  prayers,  which,  if  this  precaution 
were  neglefted,  would  be  of  no  efficacy.  They  feem  to  think,  that,  in  order  to  be 
heard,  they  mull  appear  before  the  Deity  in  the  utmoft  humiliation  and  abafement. 

OF    THE    LANGUAGE    AND    SCIENCES    OF    THE    ARABIANS. 

Chap.  CXXV.  —  Of  the  Language  and  Writing  of  the  Arabia7is. 

THE  Arabian  language,  one  of  the  moft  ancient  and  general  in  the  world,  has  had 
the  fate  of  other  living  languages,  which  have  been  fpoken  through  many  ages,  and  by 
the  inhabitants  of  different  provinces  and  countries  remote  from  one  another.  It  has 
gradually  undergone  fuch  an  alteration,  that  the  Arabic  fpoken  and  written  by  Mahomet 
may  now  be  regarded  as  a  dead  language. 

From  religious  prejudices,  perhaps  theMuffulmans  in  general  believe,  and  the  Arabians 
aflert,  the  language  of  the  Koran,  and  confequently  the  dialed  fpoken  at  Mecca  in  the 
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days  of  Mahomet,  to  be  the  pureft  and  moft  perfeft  of  all.  That  diale£t,  however, 
differs  fo  widely  from  the  modern  language  of  Arabia,  that  it  is  now  taught  and  (tudied 
in  the  college  of  Mecca  jufl  as  the  Latin  is  at  Rome.  The  fame  is  done  through 
Yemen ;  and  is  fo  much  the  more  neceffary,  becaufe  the  dialed  of  that  province, 
which  differed  from  Mecca  eleven  centuries  fmce,  has  fuffered  new  and  very  confider- 
able  changes  fince  that  period.  The  dialed  of  the  highlands  of  Yemen  is  faid  to  have 
the  ftrongeft  analogy  to  the  language  of  the  Koran  ;  for  thofe  highlanders  have 
little  intercourfe  with  ftrangers.  The  old  Arabic  language  is,  through  all  the  Eall,  jufl 
likeLatin  in  Europe,  a  learned  tongue,  to  be  acquired  only  in  colleges,  or  by  the  perufal 
of  the  belt  authors. 

There  is,  perhaps,  no  other  language  diverfified  by  fo  many  dialeds  as  that  of  Arabia. 
The  nation,  having  extended  their  conquefts,  and  fent  out  colonies  through  great  part 
of  Afia,  and  almoft  over  the  whole  coalls  of  Africa ;  the  different  people  conquered 
by  them  have  been  obliged  to  fpeak  the  language  of  their  new  mafters  and  neigh- 
bours ;  but  thofe  people  retained  at  the  fame  time  terms  and  phrafes  of  their  former 
language,  which  have  debafed  the  purity  of  the  Arabic,  and  formed  a  diverfity  of 
dialefts, 

Thefe  different  dialeds  in  Arabia  bear  a  confiderable  refemblance  to  thofe  of  Italy ; 
beyond  the  confines  of  Arabia,  their  reciprocal  relations  to  each  other  are  the  fame  as 
thofe  of  the  languages  of  Provence,  Spain,  and  Portugal,  and  all  the  others  derived 
from  the  Latin.  Even  in  the  narrow  extent  of  the  Imam  of  Sana's  dominions,  this 
diverfity  of  dialects  is  very  confiderable.  Not  onl)  does  the  language  of  the  Tehama 
differ  from  that  fpoken  in  the  highlands  ;  but,  even  in  the  fame  parts  of  the  country, 
people  of  rank  ufe  words  and  phrafes  entirely  unknown  to  the  reft  of  the  people. 
Thefe  dialeds  of  Yemen  differ  fUU  more  widely  from  thofe  ufed  by  the  Bedouins  in  the 
defart,  than  from  one  another. 

The  pronunciation  of  one  province  differs  equally  from  that  of  other  provinces. 
Letters  and  founds  are  often  changed  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  produce  an  entire  alteration 
upon  the  words.  I  found  the  pronunciation  of  the  Southern  Arabs  more  foft,  and 
better  adapted  to  European  organs,  than  that  of  the  inhabitants  of  Egypt  and  Syria. 

A  fimilar  diverfity  of  dialeds  didinguiffies  the  Turkifh  language.  The  Turks  of 
Bafra  cannot  underftand  thofe  of  Conftantinople,  and  are  no  better  underllood  thein- 
felves  by  the  Turcomans  of  Perfia. 

Although  the  Arabian  conquerors  have  introduced  and  eftabliflied  their  language  in 
the  countries  which  they  conquered,  yet  their  fubjeds  have  not  always  left  off  the  ufe 
of  their  mother  tongue.  In  Syria  and  Paleftine,  indeed,  no  language  is  to  be  heard  but 
the  Arabic  ;  and  yet  the  Syriac  is  not  abfolutely  a  dead  language,  but  is  (till  fpoken  iu 
Jeveral  villages  in  the  Pachalic  of  Damafcus.  In  many  places,  in  the  neighbourhcM^d 
of  Merdin  and  Moful,  the  ChrifUans  (till  fpeak  the  Chaldean  language  ;  and  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  villages  who  do  not  frequent  towns,  never  hear  any  other  than  their 
mother  tongue.  The  Chriftians  born  in  the  cities  of  Merden  and  Moful,  although  they 
fpeak  Arabic,  write  in  the  Chaldean  charaders,  jull  as  the  Maronites  write  theii- Arabic 
in  Syriac  letters,  and  the  Greeks  the  Turkifli  in  Greek  letters. 

Many  people  living  under  the  dominion  of  the  Arabians  and  Turks  have  loft  the 
ufe  of  their  mother  tongue.  The  Greeks  and  Armenians,  fettled  in  Egypt  and  Syria, 
fpeak  Arabic  ;  and  the  fervices  of  their  public  worfliip  are  performed  in  two  languages 
at  once.  In  Natolia,  thefe  nations  fpeak  their  own  languages  in  feveral  different  dialetts. 
The  Turkifli  officers  fometjmes  extend  their  defpotifm  to  the  language  of  their  fuhjeds. 
A  Pacha  of  Kayfar,  who  could  not  endure  to  hear  the  Greek  language  fjwken,  for. 

Y  2  bade 
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bade  the  Greeks  in  his  Pachalic,  under  pain  of  death,  to  ufe  any  language  but  th^ 
Turkifli.  Since  that  prohibition  was  iffued,  the  ChrilUans  of  Kayfar  and  Angora  have 
conrtnued  to  fpeak  the  Turkifli,  and  at  prefent  do  not  even  underftand  their  original 
languages. 

'J'he  Kurdes,  who  arc  nearly  independent,  have  prcfervcd  their  ancient  language,  of 
which  there  are  in  Kurdiftan  three  principal  dialefts.  I  was  informed  that  the  Sabasans, 
who  are  commonly  called  Chriftians  of  St.  John,  ftill  fpeak  and  write  their  ancient 
language.  The  moft  learned  of  the  few  of  this  fe£t,  who  are  fettled  in  Bafra,  was  a 
farrier  ;  him  I  prevailed  wilh  to  write  me  out  the  characters  of  his  language;  but  he 
wrote  them  fo  indiftindlly,  that  I  could  form  no  idea  of  his  alphabet. 

I  was  not  fortunate  enough  to  difcover  any  Hamjarine  infcriptions  in  Arabia,  although 
I  had  learnt  thj\t  there  were  fuch  in  feveral  places  written  in  abfolutely  unknown 
characters.  I  ha\c  already  fpoken,  in  the  proper  place,  of  an  infcription,  probably  ftill 
more  ancient,  which  was  fliown  me  by  a  Dutch  renegado,  and  of  which  the  charafters 
bore  a  great  refemblance  to  thofe  of  the  infcriptions  among  the  ruins  of  PerfepoHs, 
A  Maronite  of  Mount  Libanus  related  to  me,  that  grottos  and  ruins  were  to  be  feen 
upon  a  hill  in  his  country,  on  which  were  unlaiown  infcriptions,  moft  probably 
Phoenician. 

The  Arabic  charader,  which  was  anciently  in  ufe,  but  is  now  entirely  loft,  was  the 
Kufic.  It  feems  to  have  been  the  alphabet  of  the  Arabians  of  Mecca  ;  for  the  Koran 
was  originally  written  in  Kufic  charafters.  The  inhabitants  of  Yemen  have  always 
ufed  a  different  alphabet,  and  therefore  could  not  read  the  Koran,  when  it  was  firft 
publifhed  after  the  death  of  Mahomet.  In  Yemen,  I  copied  fome  infcriptions  in  Kufic 
charafters,  which  had  been  engraven  in  the  tv/elfth  century.  Thefe  charaders  being 
in  fome  degree  of  a  fquare  form,  are  ftill  ufed  in  infcriptions. 

I  had  flattered  myfelf,  that  I  might  obtain  fome  light  from  medals  concerning  the 
ancient  v/ritten  characters  of  this  nation  ;  but  medals  are  extremely  rare  in  Arabia  ; 
when  found,  they  are  commonly  fold  to  the  goldfmiths,  and  immediately  melted  down. 
In  Kurdiftan,  a  great  quantity  of  Grecian,  Roman,  and  Perfian  medals,  have  been  dug 
up,  and  of  them  better  care  is  taken  ;  in  places  remote  from  great  towns,  they  are  ufed 
as  current  money. 

The  invention  of  the  m.odern  characters,  which  are  very  diflTerent  from  the  Kufic, 
is  afcribed  to  a  vizier.  The  Arabians,  Perfians,  and  Turks,  write  Arabic  in  fets  of 
charafters  differing  in  feveral  particulars  from  one  another.  They  have  alfo  modes  of 
writing  for  diiFercnt  forms  of  bufinefs,  each  of  which  has  its  particular  name. 

The  hand-writing  of  the  Arabians  in  the  common  bufinefs  of  life  is  not  legiblo. 
The  orientals,  however,  value  themfelves  on  their  writing,  and  have  carried  the  art  of 
making  beautiful  written  characters  to  high  perfettion.  But  the  Arabians  value 
chiefly  a  fpecies  of  elegance,  which  confifts  in  their  manner  of  joining  their  letters,  the 
want  of  which  makes  themfelves  diflike  the  ftyle  in  which  Arabic  books  are  printed 
in  Europe. 

They  fign  their  letters  with  a  fort  of  cypher,  to  prevent  the  pofiTibility  of  counter- 
feiting their  fignature  ;  at  Icaft,  the  great  and  the  learned  do  fo.  1  heir  letters,  folded, 
are  an  inch  in  breadth,  and  their  leaves  are  pafted  together  at  one  end.  They  cannot. 
feal  them ;  for  wax  is  fo  foft  in  hot  countries  that  it  cannot  retain  an  impreffioa.. 


Chap. 
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Chap.  CXXVI.  —  Of  the  Education  and  Schools  of  the  Arabians. 

THE  monarchs  of  the  Eafl  do  not  take  the  fame  care,  or  lay  out  the  fame  expence, 
for  the  encouragement  of  fcience  as  the  fovereigns  of  Europe.  In  Arabia,  therefore, 
are  neither  numerous  academies,  nor  men  of  profound  learning. 

Yet  the  Arabian  youth  are  not  entirely  neglefted.  In  the  cities,  many  of  the  lowed 
of  the  people  are  taught  both  to  read  and  write  ;  the  fame  qualifications  are  alfo  com- 
mon among  the  Schiechs  of  the  defart,  and  in  Egypt.  Perfons  of  diflinttion  retain 
preceptors  in  their  families  to  inftruct  their  children  ;md  young  flaves  ;  for  they  bring 
up  fuch  of  their  young  flaves  as  appear  to  poflefs  natural  abilities,  like  children  of 
the  family. 

In  almoft  every  mofque  is  a  fchool,  denominated  Moeddraffe,  having  a  foundation 
for  the  fupport  of  teachers,  and  the  entertainment  and  inflruction  of  poor  fcholars. 
In  great  towns  are  likewife  other  fchools,  to  which  people  of  middle  rank  fend  their 
children  to  receive  religious  inftrudion,  and  to  learn  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic. 
I  have  often  feen  fchools  of  this  fort  in  the  market  place ;  they  are  open  like  fhops 
towards  the  flreet.  The  noife  and  appearance  of  pallengers  does  not  feem  to  divert  the 
attention  of  the  fcholars,  who  fit  before  a  fmall  deik,  and  read  their  leffous  aloud, 
balancing  themfclves  conllantly  in  their  feats  ;  to  fuch  a  degree  does  motion  appear 
neceffary  to  roufe  and  keep  up  the  attention  of  the  inhabitants  of  hot  countries.  No 
girls  attend  theie  fchools  ;  they  are  privately  taught  by  women^ 

Befide  thefe  fmall  fchools,  there  are  fome  more  confiderable  feminaries  of  education 
in  fome  great  towns  in  Arabia.  Thefe  are  colleges  in  which  the  fciences  of  aftronomy, 
allrology,  philofophy,  and  medicine  are  taught ;  in  thefe  the  Arabians,  although  pof- 
feffed  of  natural  abilities,  have,  for  want  of  good  books  and  mafters,  made  but  little 
progrefs.  In  the  dominions  of  the  Imam,  there  have  long  been  two  famous  academies  ; 
one  at  Zebid  for  Sunnites,  and  the  other  at  Damar  for  the  Zeidites.  When  I  palled 
through  thefe  two  cities,  I  happened  to  neglefl:  making  myfelf  acquainted  with  the 
profeffors,  or  acquiring  any  knowledge  of  their  fyflem  of  inftrudion.  I  luppofe, 
nowever,  that  the  fame  ftudies  are  cultivated  in  thefe  tvv'o  academies  as  in  that  of 
Dsjamea  el  Afhar  at  Kahira. 

The  interpretation  of  the  Koran,  and  the  fludy  of  the  ancient  hiftory  of  tbc  Ma- 
hometans,  are  the  principal  employments  of  men  of  letters  among  the  Arabians.  Thefe 
ftudies  take  up  much  time ;  for  the  lludent  muft  not  only  acquire  the  ancient  Arabic, 
but  alfo  make  himfelf  familiar  with  all  the  commentators  on  the  Koran,  the  number 
of  whom  is  very  confiderable. 

I  was  informed,  that  all  men  of  letters  untlergo  a  public  examination,  before  they 
can  be  promoted  to  any  employment,  civil  or  ecclcfiallical.  Yet  thofe  examinations 
are  furely  conduced  with  partiality ;  for  many  perfons,  indifferently  qualified,  rile  to 
confiderable  offices,  while  men  of  merit  are  olten  obliged  to  a£t  as  traufcribcrs  or 
ichoolmalters. 

Chap.  CXXVII.  —  Of  Arabian  Poetry  and  Eloquence. 

THE  Arabians  have  been  always  accounted  admirers  of  poetry.  Their  early  hiftory 
records  niany  inltances  of  the  eftimation  in  which  they  held  this  art,  even  before 
the  days  of  Maho^iet,  and  of  the  glory  which  any  family  acquired  that  produced 
a  poet. 
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The  Arabians  have  no  great  poets  among  them  at  prefent,  although  they  flill  cul- 
tivate poetry,  and  foinetinics  reward  thofe  who  excel  in  it.  The  belt  poets  are  among 
the  Bedouins  of  Dsjof.  A  Schiech  of  that  country  was,  a  few  years  fince,  imprifoned 
at  Sana.  The  Schiech,  obferving  a  bird  upon  the  roof  of  a  houfe,  recolleded  the 
opinion  of  thofe  pious  Muflulmans,  who  think  it  a  meritorious  aftion  to  deliver  a  bird 
from  a  cage.  I  le  thought  that  he  himfelf  had  as  good  a  right  to  liberty  as  any  bird, 
and  exprelTed  this  idea  in  a  poem,  which  his  guards  got  by  heart,  and  which  becoming 
generally  kno-^^-n,  at  length  reached  the  Monarch's  ears,  who  was  fo  pleafed  with  it,  that 
he  fct  the  Schiech  at  liberty,  although  he  had  been  guilty  of  various  afts  of  robbery. 

The  Arabians  often  fing  the  exploits  of  their  Schiechs.  Not  long  fince,  the  tribe  of 
Khafael  having  obtained  a  viiflory  over  the  Pacha  of  Bagdad,  made  a  fong,  in  which 
the  adions  of  every  one  of  their  chiefs  were  celebrated.  But  the  tribe  of  Khafael 
being  beaten  next  year  by  the  Pacha,  a  poet  of  Bagdad  made  a  parody  of  the  Arabian 
fong,  in  which  he  extolled  the  valour  of  the  Pacha  and  his  officers.  In  my  time,  the 
fong  of  the  Arabians  Itill  continued  to  be  fung  at  Bagdad,  and  among  the  Bedouins. 
When  AlTad,  Pacha  of  Damafcus,  who  had  long  commanded  the  caravans,  and  was 
beloved  by  the  Arabians,  was  affaflinated  by  order  of  the  Sultan,  the  Bedouins  made 
an  elegy  on  his  death,  and  fang  it  openly  in  the  towns  of  Syria.  That  piece  is  in  the 
form  of  a  dialogue  between  fome  Arabians,  the  daughter  of  the  Schiech  of  the  tribe  of 
Harb,  and  the  lieutenant  of  the  aiTaflinated  Pacha. 

A  Maronite  informed  me,  that  the  poets  of  Syria  fent  their  compofitions  to  the  academy 
of  Dsjamea  el  Afliar,  at  Kahira  ;  and  did  not  fing  them  publicly  till  they  had  received 
the  approbation  of  that  academy. 

In  a  country  like  Arabia,  where  occafions  of  fpeaking  in  public  feldom  occur,  elo- 
fjuence  is  an  ufelefs  accomplifliment,  and  therefore  cannot  be  much  cultivated.  The 
Arabians  fay,  however,  that  they  hear  great  orators  in  their  mofques.  As  Euro- 
peans are  not  admitted  to  hear  thofe  fermons,  I  never  had  an  opportunity  to  fatisfj 
myfelf  in  refpeft  to  the  truth  of  this  account  of  the  facred  eloquence  of  Arabia. 

The  only  theatres  for  the  exercife  of  profane  eloquence  are  the  coifee-houfes  in  Arabia, 
Egypt,  and  Syria.  Thofe  cofFee-houfes  are  commonly  large  halls,  which  have  their 
floors  fpread  with  ftraw  mats,  and  are  illuminated  at  night  by  a  multitude  of  lamps.  The 
guefts  are  lerved  with  pipes,  and  a  cup  of  coftee.  As  the  Arabians  never  engage  in  any 
t^ame,  and  fit  flill  without  entering  into  converfation  with  one  another,  they  would  find 
their  evenings  extremely  irkfome,  if  readers  and  orators  did  not  attend  in  the  coftee- 
houfes  to  amufe  them.     Thefe  are  commonly  Mullachs,  or  poor  fcholars. 

Such  of  them  as  are  content  with  the  praife  of  reading  or  repeating  the  works  of  others, 
feleQ  chofen  paflages  from  fome  favourite  authors,  fuch  as,  among  the  Arabians,  the 
hiftory  of  Autar,  an  Arabian  hero  who  lived  before  Mahomet ;  the  adventures  of  Ruftan 
Sal,  a  Perfian  hero  ;  orBeber,  king  of  Egypt;  the  hiftory  ot  theAyubites,  anciently 
fovereigns  of  Arabia ;  and  the  life  of  Bahluldan,  a  buffoon  in  the  court  of  Haroun  el 
Rafchid.     The  lea.ft  of  thefe  books  contains  fome  good  morality. 

Thofe  Mullachs  who  afpire  to  the  praife  of  invention  make  tales  and  fables,  wliich 
they  walk  about  and  recite  ;  or  afluming  oratorical  confequence,  deliver  difcourfes 
upon  any  fubjeds  they  choofe.  When  the  orator  has  ended,  he  obtains  a  voluntary 
contribution  from  his  hearers.  This,  although  but  a  very  moderate  reward,  encou- 
rages thofe  poor  Mullachs  to  learn  to  recite  gracefully,  or  to  compofe  tales  and  fpeeches 
with  fome  fuccefs.  At  Aleppo,  I  heard  of  a  man  of  diftinftion  who  ftudied  for  his  own 
pleafure,  yet  had  gone  the  round  of  all  the  cofl'ee-houfes  in  the  city  to  pronounce  moral 
/liirangues. 

Ar 
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At  Conftantinople,  afTemblies  in  the  coffee-houfes  are,  for  political  reafons,  prohi- 
bited ;  and  the  decodion  of  coffee  is  fold  only  in  the  fhops.  The  Turks,  an  ignorant. 
grave,  and  filent  nation,  are  indeed  not  fond  of  public  orators,  and  have  no  relifli  for 
an  amufement,  fo  delightful  to  the  Arabians,  who  have  greater  fenfibility  for  the  beauties 
of  poetry  and  eloquence. 

Chap.  CXXVIII.  —  Of  the  Ajlronomy  of  the  Arabians. 

THE  modes  of  the  divifion  of  time  in  ufe  among  the  Arabians  fliow  how  little  prd- 
grefs  this  nation  have  made  in  aftronomy.  They  know  indeed,  a  little  of  its  ele- 
ments ;  but  this,  it  (hould  feem,  rather  from  tradition,  than  from  any  obfervations  of 
their  own. 

The  Arabian  day  confifts  of  twenty-four  hours,  and  lafls  from  fun-fetting  to  fun- 
fetting.  Their  hours  are  therefore  of  uncertain  duration,  and  vary  with  the  length  of 
the  natural  day,  or  the  time  during  which  the  fun  is  above  the  horizon.  As  they  are 
ftrangers  to  the  ufe  of  watches,  none  of  them  has  any  precife  idea  of  the  duration  of 
their  hours,  but,  like  the  peafants  of  Europe,  they  diftinguifli  the  different  parts  of  the 
day  by  vague,  uncertain  denominations,  which  only  approach  near  the  truth. 

Their  year  confifts  of  twelve  lunar  months.  They  begin  the  month  with  the  new 
moon  ;  and,  when  the  fky  is  fo  clouded  that  they  cannot  fee  her  rife,  then  they  mak« 
no  difficulty  of  beginning  the  month  a  day  or  two  later.  Thus  all  their  months  go  the 
the  round  of  the  feafons  ;  and  this  divifion  of  the  year  marks  out  no  period  for  the 
labours  of  hufbandry,  or  any  of  the  other  employments  of  civil  life.  To  obviate  this 
inconvenience,  the  learned  reckon  by  other  months  correfponding  to  the  courfe  of  the 
folar  year,  and  confifting  of  the  fame  number  of  days  as  ours. 

In  Arabia,  as  in  other  Mahometan  countries,  two  great  feftivals  are  annually  cele- 
brated ;  that  of  offerings,  called  Arafa  or  Corban,  and  that  of  Beiram,  immediately 
after  Ramadan.  The  reckoning  by  lunar  months  occafions  thefe  feftivals  alfo  to  cir- 
culate through  the  whole  year.  When  the  faft  of  Ramadan  falls  in  Summer,  it  is 
extremely  diftreffmg  ;  for  the  people,  hcwevcr,  employed  in  labour,  dare  tafle  nothing 
even  in  the  longeft  days  of  the  year,  till  the  fun  is  down. 

At  Conftantinople,  the  Sultan's  aftronomer  compofes  every  year  a  portable  almanac, 
of  which  there  are  at  leaft  feveral  copies  made.  But,  in  Egypt  and  Arabia,  this  mode 
of  acquainting  the  people  with  the  return  of  the  feftivals,  and  the  progrefs  of  the  fea- 
fons, has  not  been  thought  of;  and  io  ignorant  are  they  on  this  head,  that  the  fame 
feftival  is  fometimcs  two  days  earlier,  and  fometimes  as  much  later  than  the  juft  time, 
and  often  on  different  days  at  dift"er»nt  places.  A  cloud  hiding  the  new  moon  from 
one  city,  while  fhc  is  feen  by  another,  will  be  fufficient  to  produce  thefe  irregularities. 

It  is  not  for  want  of  a  paflion  for  aftronomy  that  the  Arabians  have  made  fo  little 
progrefs  in  this  fcience.  But  they  want  books  and  inftruments.  1  found  fome  of  the 
nobles  curious  to  fee,  and  to  affift  at  aftronomical  obfervations  ;  and  fume  of  their  learned 
men  paffed  whole  nights  with  me  in  examining  the  heavens.  They  have  the  work  of 
Abdarachman  es  Sofi  upon  the  conflellations,  and  the  tables  of  Ulugh  Beigh,  by  which 
fome  aftronomers  in  the  great  towns  are  enabled  to  calculate  eclipfcs.  I'heir  inftru- 
ments are  a  celeftial  globe  of  copper,  beftudded  with  golden  ftars,  which  they  well 
know  how  to  ufe  ;  an  aftrolabe  of  brafs,  and  a  quadrant  of  wood,  to  take  altitudes,  and 
to  determine  the  hour  for  prayer. 

I  was  told  that  th«  Perfians,  but  particularly  the  Brachmans,  were  more  fkilful  aftro- 
nomers than  the  Arabians  j  yet,  to  judge  from  the  iiiftrumciits  and  convcrfation  of  a 
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Perfian  aftrolopjcr  \fhom  I  met  with  at  Surat,  and  of  a  Braclinian  with  wliom  I  wa? 
acquainted  at  Bombay,  thefc  two  nations  are  equally  unfkiltul  as  the  inhabitants  of 
jArabia.  In  making  calculations,  the  Perfian  ufed  the  tables  of  Ulugli  Beigh,  and  the 
Brachman  a  book  which  he  called  Grola  G-o,  and  its  author  Gunnls.  Ti)e  Indian's 
inilruincnts  were  a  bowl  of  copper,  having  a  hole  in  the  bottom,  fet  in  water,  which 
ferved  him  for  a  pendulum,  with  an  indiflerent  folar  circle. 

It  is  known  to  the  aflrologers,  and  to  all  men  of  fcnfc  in  Arabia,  that  eclipfes  are 
owing  to  the  interception  of  the  light  of  one  heavenly  body  by  the  interpofition  of 
unother.  But  the  people  IHll  maintain  the  fuperflitious  opinion,  that  a  huge  fifh  pur- 
fues  the  planet  which  is  cclipfed.  To  chafe  away  the  filh,  women  and  children  get 
\ipon  the  roofs  of  the  houfes,  and  make  a  noife  during  the  eclipfe  by  beating  upon 
brazen  kettles  and  bafons.  The  rife  of  this  cuftom  is  referred  to  an  Arabian  aftronomer, 
who  perfuaded  the  people  of  this  fable,  that  they  might  make  a  noife  great  enough  to 
reach  the  ears  of  the  CaHph  of  Perfia,  who  had  refufed  to  credit  that  altronomer's  pre- 
diction of  the  eclipfe. 

The  Arabians  leem  to  ftudy  aflronomy  folely  with  a  view  to  their  fuccefs  in  the  cul- 
tivation of  adrology,  a  fcience  highly  efteemed  and  very  lucrative  in  the  eaft.  AVhen 
I  told  the  firfl  aftronomer  in  Kahira  of  the  contempt  in  which  we  hold  aftrology  in 
Europe,  he  replied,  that  it  was  a  divine  fcience,  the  depths  of  which  man  could  not 
fathom.  He  at  the  fame  time  acknowledged  to  me  the  uncertainty  of  his  calculations  ; 
but,  added  he,  people  defire  only  to  know  what  my  books  fay  of  their  alFairs,  and  that 
I  honeflly  tell  them. 

The  Koran  exprefsly  forbids  all  Moflems  to  pry  into  futurity  by  any  form  of  divi- 
nation; and  the  molt  famous  commentators  for  this  reafon  reprefent  the  ftudy  of 
albology  as  criminal.  But,  notwithllanding  the  decilion  of  ihofe  dotlors,  the  Maho- 
metans are  all  much  attached  to  this  fcience  ;  the  Shiites,  however,  more  than  the 
Sunnitcs.  The  former  feci:  carry  this  fuperftition  to  fuch  a  length,  as  never  to  con- 
clude a  bargain  without  trying  fortune,  at  lealt  by  counting  the  buttons  on  their  clothes, 
or  the  beads  of  their  rofaries.  The  Perfians  are  not  all  alike  weak  in  this  refpect.  It 
is  faid  that  Kerim  Khan,  in  compliance  with  the  popular  error,  undertakes  nothing  of 
confequence,  without  firft  confulting  the  aftrologers  ;  but  he  previoufly  informs  them 
of. his  defigns,  and  dictates  the  anfwers  wliich  they  are  to  return. 

Chap.  CXXIX.  —  Of  the  Difeafes  and  Medicine  of  the  Arabians. 

A  REGULAR  and  temperate  life  preferves  the  body  from  the  attacks  of  difeafe. 
The  Arabians,  accordingly,  are  feldom  fick,  and  hardly  ever  have  recourfe  to  phy- 
ficians  and  medicines.  When  forced  by  extreme  illnefs  to  call  in  a  phyfician,  they 
reward  him  poorly,  and  hardly  pay  for  the  value  of  his  medicines.  When  the  fick 
peribn  dies,  tJie  phyfician  has  no  reward  to  hope  for  ;  if  he  recovers,  he  foon  forgets 
the  fervices  he  has  received.  This  ingratitude  of  their  patients  has  taught  them  to  ufe 
artifices  often  diihonefl  and  difgraccful,  in  order  to  obtain  payment  from  the  patient 
before-hand. 

In  Arabia,  therefore,  we  cannot  expect  to  find  great  phyficians.  Thofe  who  there 
practife  the  art  of  medicine,  know  little  more  than  the  technical  terms,  fuch  as  they 
tind  them  in  the  books  of  Avicenna,  and  fome  httle  matters  about  the  ufe  of  fimples. 
All  the  phyficians  whom  I  knew  in  Yemen  acted  at  the  fame  time  as  chemifts,  apothe- 
caries, lutgeons,  and  horfe  doctors  ;  and  vet,  by  the  pratlice  of  all  thefe  arts  together, 
could  hardly  earn  a  livelihood. 
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The  Arabians  have  many  family  noflrums,  which  they  apply  with  much  fuccefs.  A 
peafant  from  the  highlands  extracted,  by  incifion,  a  la£teous  juice  from  a  fpongy  tree, 
and  by  fwailowing  drops  of  it,  which  he  knew  to  be  a  poifon,  if  taken  in  greater  quan- 
tity, gave  himfeli  a  purge. 

The  Bedouin  heals  wounds  which  have  been  made  with  clear  arms,  by  applying  to 
them  raw  flefh  from  a  camel  newly  killed.  A  man  on  board  the  Arabian  veflel  in 
which  we  failed  from  Jiddn  to  Loheia  complained  of  a  colic,  upon  which  his  mailer  put 
an  iron  in  the  fire,  and  applied  it  hot  to  him  till  his  pains  ceafed. 

In  Yemen,  the  anointing  of  the  body  is  believed  to  ftrcngthen  and  protect  it  from 
the  heat  of  the  fun,  winch  the  inhabitants  of  this  province,  as  they  wear  fo  little  clothing, 
are  very  liable  to  fuffer.  Oil,  by  clofing  up  the  pores  of  the  Ikin,  is  fuppofed  to  pre- 
vent that  too  copious  tranfpiration  which  enfeebles  the  frame.  Perhaps  too  thefe  Ara- 
bians think  a  gliltering  Ikin  a  beauty.  When  the  intenfe  heat  comes  in,  they  always 
anoint  tlicir  bodies  with  bad  oil.  At  Sana,  all  the  Jews,  and  many  of  the  Mahometans, 
have  their  bodies  anointed,  whenever  they  find  themfelves  indifpofed.  The  extreme 
unftion  of  the  Chriflians  in  the  Eaft  does  not  afleft  the  health  ;  for  they  are  obliged  to 
pay  their  patriarch  fo  dear  a  price  for  the  pretended  holy  oil,  that  out  of  frugality,  the 
point  of  a  filver  needle  only  is  dipped  in  the  oil,  and  what  adheres  to  it  dropped  upon 
the  dying  perfon. 

It  was  formerly  imagined  that  the  Arabians  would  rather  die  than  endure  the  admi- 
niflration  of  a  glyfter  ;  but  our  phyfician  prevailed  with  feveral  perfons  of  diftinftlon 
at  Cairo  to  take  this  remedy.  Every  one  was  fliocked,  however,  when  he  propofed  it 
for  a  woman.  Bleeding  is  feldom  employed  in  Arabia  ;  yet,  a  Banian  bled  one  of  us 
with  great  dexterity  at  IVIokha.  In  Yemen,  it  is  pretty  frequently  ufed.  At  Bafra,  the 
lower  people,  efpcciaily  porters,  fcarify  their  legs,  in  the  idea  that  this  pradice  has  a 
tendency  to  improve  their  flrength. 

Tooth-achs  are  Icfs  conunon  in  Arabia  than  in  Europe,  becaufe  the  inhabitants  wafh 
the  mouth,  after  eating,  more  carefully  than  we.  In  the  towns,  however,  this  diforder 
is  not  unknown,  and  is  alcribed  to  the  infedlious  fmell  with  which  the  air  is  tiunted 
from  the  common  fewers.  At  Bafra,  where  thefe  are  not  carefully  cleanfed,  the  teeth 
of  the  uihabitants  are  very  much  fpoiled  ;  and  1  have  feen  a  barber  flopped  in  the  ftreet, 
by  a  perfon  in  pain,  to  draw  out  his  teeth  publicly.  Thefe  tooth-achs  are  not  owing  to 
the  ule  of  coffee,  for  they  were  common  in  Egypt  before  this  beverage  was  drank 
there.  A  MuUih  told  me  that  an  Arabian  had  been  cured  of  a  tooth-ach  by  introducing 
into  a  hollow  the  fmoke  of  a  certain  plant,  which  had  brought  feveral  fmall  worms  out 
of  that  tooth. 

A  difeafe  very  common  in  Yemen  is  the  attack  of  the  Guinea-worm,  or  the  Vena 
Medinenfis,  as  it  is  called  hy  the  phyficians  of  Europe.  This  difeafe  is  fuppofed  to  be 
occaiioned  by  the  ufe  of  the  putrid  waters,  which  people  are  obliged  to  druik  in  feveral 
parts  of  Yemen  ;  and  for  this  reafon  the  Arabians  always  pafs  water,  with  the  nature 
of  which  they  are  unacquainted,  through  a  linen  cloth,  before  drinking  it.  When  one 
unfortunately  fwallows  any  of  the  eggs  of  this  infecl,  no  immediate  confequonce  fol- 
lows ;  but  after  a  confiderable  time  the  worm  begins  to  fliew  itfelf  through  the  (kin. 
Our  phyfician,  Mr.  Cramer,  was  within  a  few  days  of  his  death,  attacked  by  five  ot 
thefe  worms  at  once,  aUliough  this  was  more  tluui  iive  months  after  we  had  left  Arabia. 
In  the  ifle  of  Karek,  I  faw  a  French  officer,  named  Le  Page,  who,  after  a  long  and 
difficuh  journey,  performed  on  foot,  and  in  an  Indian  drcfs  between  Pondicherry 
and  Surat,  through  the  heat  of  India,  was  bufy  cxirading  a  worm  out  of  his  body. 
He  fuppofed  that  he  had  got  it  by  drinking  bad  water  iu  the  country  of  the  Marattas. 
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TJiis  diforder  is  not  dangerous,  if  the  perfon  affected  can  extraft  the  worm  without 
breaking  it.  With  this  view,  it  is  rolled  on  a  fmall  bit  of  wood,  as  it  comes  out  of  the 
(kin.  It  is  Jlender  as  a  thread,  and  two  or  three  feet  long.  It  gives  no  pain  as  it  makes 
its  way  out  of  the  body,  unlefs  what  may  be  occafioned  by  the  care  which  mud  be 
taken  of  it  for  fonie  weeks.  If  unluckily  it  is  broken,  it  then  returns  into  the  body, 
and  the  mofl;  difagreeable  confequcnces  enfue,  palfy,  a  gangrene,  and  fometimes  death. 

As  venomous  ferpents  are  very  common  in  hot,  dry  countries,  it  often  happens, 
that  they  bite  people  who  have  occafion  to  be  much  in  the  open  fields.  The  Arabians 
would  not,  for  any  compcnfation,  teach  us  the  fccret  by  which  they  cure  their  bites, 
and  prevent  the  eftefts  of  the  poifon.  But,  a  Schiech  at  Bafra,  who  was  celebrated 
for  his  fkill  in  the  occult  fciences,  informed  me,  that  he  ufed  to  fcarify  the  wound, 
and  then  rubbed  it  to  his  mouth,  and  iucked  the  poifon  without  danger  to  himfelf, 
and  with  the  happicft  fuccefs.  This  mode  of  cure  is  not  unlike  that  of  the  Hottentots, 
who  apply  bruifed  dices  of  a  fort  of  white  onion  to  wounds  of  this  fort.  Over  all  the 
Eafl,  the  power  of  fympathy  in  curing  difeafes  is  firmly  believed.  Some  inflances  were 
mentioned  to  me  of  perfons  who  had  healed  others  bitten  by  ferpents,  at  a  diftance, 
wthout  feeing  them,  or  applying  any  remedies  to  them. 

Befides,  the  ferpents  of  Afia  are  not  all  alike  dangerous.  Some  are  harmlefs  and 
familiar,  take  refuge  in  the  walls  of  houfes,  and  are  efteemed  agreeable  guefts  by  the 
inhabitants.  The  failors  brought  a  ferpent  of  this  charafter  on  board  our  fhip,  after 
it  had  been  inadvertently  carried  out,  left  its  abfence  might  prove  unlucky  to 
the  velfel. 

The  leprofy  feems  to  have  been  always  an  endemic  difeafe  in  Arabia ;  for  there  is 
one  fpecies  of  leprofy  which  authors  diliinguifh  by  the  charafter  of  Arabian.  Three 
different  varieties  of  tins  difeafe  are  known  here  at  prefent  •,  of  which  two,  named  Bohak 
and  Barras,  are  rather  difgufting  than  dangerous ;  but  the  third,  called  Juddam,  is 
very  malignant,  and  apparently  infectious.  This  latter  exhibits  the  fame  fymptoms 
which  the  Englifh  phyficlan  Hillary  afcribes  to  what  he  calls  the  leprofy  of  the  joints. 

The  Turks,  from  a  mifconception  of  the  doftrine  of  predeftination,  ufe  no  precau- 
tions againft  the  plague  ;  but  the  Arabians,  although  true  Muffulmans,  are  more  care- 
ful in  refpe£t  to  the  leprofy.  The  lafi:  prince  of  Abu  Scha;hhr  ufed  to  fend  to  the 
ifle  of  Bahhrein  all  who  were  attacked  with  the  leprofy,  or  with  venereal  complaints. 
At  Bafra,  lepers  are  fliut  up  in  a  houfe  by  themfelves  ;  and  there  is  a  quarter  in  Bagdad 
furrounded  with  walls,  and  full  of  barracks,  to  which  lepers  are  carried  by  force,  if  they 
retire  not  thither  voluntarily  ;  but  government  does  not  feem  to  provide  with  any  care 
for  the  maintenance  of  thole  lepers.  They  come  out  every  Friday  to  the  market  place 
to  alk  alms. 

It  is  faid,  that  thefe  wretched  creatures  are  much  inclined  to  footh  their  mifery  in  the 
enjoyments  of  love.  !^Jot  many  years  fiuce,  a  leper  employed  a  cruel  ftratagem  in 
order  to  obtain  a  woman  with  whom  he  was  in  love.  He  wore  a  fine  {hirt  i^or  a  few 
days,  and  then  caufed  it  to  be  privately  fold,  for  a  trifling  price,  to  the  objeft  of  his 
paiiion.  When  he  knew  that  the  hprofy  had  made  its  appearance  upon  her,  he  informed 
againft  her,  and  procured  her  to  be  Ihut  up  with  himfelf  in  the  barracks. 

At  Bombay,  the  leprofy  is  not  uncommon  among  the  lower  people ;  but  it  feems  not 
to  be  of  a  dangerous  nature  ;  for  there  lepers  arc  permitted  to  work  in  company  with 
perfons  not  aifeded  with  the  difeafe.  In  India,  as  in  Arabia,  the  leprofy  is  thought  to 
be  occafioned  chiefly  by  the  unwholefome  food,  efpecially  putrid  fifli,  ufed  by  the  people. 
Mr.  Forfkal  has  left  a  defcription  of  the  different  varieties  of  the  leprofy,  which  muft  be 
valuable  to  phyfjcians. 
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I  could  learn  nothing  concerning  the  origin  of  the  plague.  It  is  at  leafl;  not  owing 
to  the  putrefadion  of  the  waters  at  Cairo.  The  Chriflians  who  live  on  the  banks  of 
tiie  great  canal  are  never  annoyed  by  it.  Whatever  has  been  faid  concerning  certain 
difeaies  preferving  thofe  who  are  affeded  by  them  from  the  contagion  of  the  plague, 
is  founded  on  prejudices  which  have  been  refuted  by  experience,  and  particularly  by 
the  obfervations  of  Dr.  Ruffel,  a  (kilful  phyfician  at  Aleppo. 

Inoculation  for  the  fmall  pox  has  been  in  ufe  from  time  immemorial  among  the 
Bedouins.  Mothers  perform  this  operation  on  their  children,  opening  the  (kin  of  the 
arm  with  the  prickle  of  a  thorn.  An  Arabian  of  the  ifle  of  Lam,  fituate  on  the  fouth 
eaft  coafl  of  Africa,  informed  me  at  Bombay,  that  inoculation  had  been  known  and 
praftifed  in  his  country  for  feveral  ages. 

Chap.  CXXX.  —  Of  the  Occult  Sciences  of  the  Arabians. 

To  fpeak  of  the  occult  fcienceo  of  any  people,  is  to  defcribe  their  ignorance,  weak- 
nefs  of  underftanding,  and  wildnefs  of  imagination.  Such  a  defcription  would  be  too 
humiliating  to  human  pride,  did  it  not  at  the  fame  time  afford  us  confolation,  by  (hew- 
ing from  what  endlefs  abfurdities  we  are  faved  by  the  (tudy  of  found  philofophy, 
particularly  of  phyfics. 

Thofe  pretended  occult  fciences  are  in  high  eftimation  among  the  Arabians.  None 
dare  praftife  them,  unlefs  previouHy  authorifed  by  a  mafler  in  the  art,  after  ferving  a 
fort  of  apprenticelhip  ;  or,  as  the  Arabians  fay,  without  having  for  fome  time  fpread 
the  carpet  for  prayer  before  the  feet  of  a  famous  mafter.  A  certain  proof  of  their 
veneration  for  thefe  fciences,  is,  that  one  of  the  firft  men  in  Mecca,  and  of  the  higheft 
nobility  in  Arabia,  Schiech  Mohammed  el  Dsjanadsjeni,  is  now  the  mod  celebrated 
mader  of  the  fcience  of  Ifm  Allah. 

This  fcience  of  Km  Allah,  or  of  the  name  of  God,  is  the  moft  fublime  of  all  j 
for  God  is  the  lock,  as  Mahomet  is  the  key  ;  and  confequently  none  but  Mufl'ulmans 
can  acquire  it.  It  enables  its  poflelfor  to  difcover  what  is  pafilng  in  the  mod  didant 
countries,  to  make  himfelf  familiar  with  genii,  and  to  oblige  them  to  obey  his  plcafure  ; 
to  difpofe  of  the  winds  and  feafons  as  he  choofes  ;  and  to  cure  the  bites  of  ferpcnts,  and 
many  other  difeaies  or  infirmities.  Perlbns  who  have  advanced  far  in  the  dudy  of  this 
fcience,  have  attained,  as  there  are  indances  to  prove,  to  a  facility  of  performing  their 
prayers  at  noon,  in  the  Kaba  at  Mecca,  without  going  out  of  their  own  houfes  in  Bagdad 
or  Aden  for  the  red  of  the  day.  A  merchant  of  Mecca,  who  had  dudied  this  fcience 
in  that  city,  under  the  famous  Dsjanadsjeni,  affured  me,  that  he  had  himfelf,  when  in 
danger  of  perilhing  at  fea,  fixed  to  the  mad  a  billet  written  by  the  rules  of  art,  vhich 
indantly  calmed  the  dorm.  The  art  of  difcovering  hidden  treafure  belongs  alio  to  this. 
fcience,  in  which  the  Magrebins  or  Arabians  of  Barbary  are  known  to  excel. 

The  art  of  procuring  fublime  vifions  is  not  unknown  to  thefe  Arabians  ;  they  ufe  the 
fame  means  which  are  emj^loyod  by  the  devotees  of  certain  focieties  in  Europe.  They 
fiiut  themfelves  up  for  a  long  time  without  eating  or  drinking,  in  a  dark  place,  and 
continue  to  repeat  their  prayers  aloud  till  they  faint  away.  After  recovering  Irom  the 
fwoon,  and  leaving  the  cave,  they  relate  what  they  have  ieen  in  their  trance,  'i'he  com- 
mon pretences  are,  that  they  have  beheld  God  in  his  glory,  angels,  and  fpirits  of  all 
forts,  heaven  and  hell. 

The  fecond  of  thefe  fciences,  called  Simia,  is  not  of  fo  exalted  a  nature,  but  has  fome- 
thing  human  in  it.  It  only  teaches  juggling  tricks.  Although  the  mod  fenfible  of  the 
Mahometan  clergy  difapprove  of  this  fcience,  fomc  orders  of  dervifes,  however,  apply 
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to  it,  and  pra£life  it,  as  they  fay,  to  prove  the  truth  of  their  reh'gion,  and  the  fan(ftity  of 
the  founder  of  their  order.  Thefe  pretended  miracles  are  no  where  oftener  performed 
than  at  B;ifra,  where  I  have  fcen  a  company  of  dervifes,  of  the  order  of  Bed-reddin,  walk 
all  day  about  in  the  ftrects,  leaplnjr,  dancing,  beating  the  drum,  and  making  gefti- 
culations  with  fliarp  pointed  irons,  which  they  fcemcd  to  (Irike  into  their  eyes. 

In  the  fame  city,  I  was  prefent  at  a  ft (Hval  which  the  dervifes  of  this  order  celebrate 
every  year  in  honour  of  the  birth  of  Mahomet.  'I'he  fcene  was  in  the  open  air,  and  in 
the  court  of  the  mofque,  which  was  illuminated  with  only  three  lamps.  Several  Mullahs 
and  dervifes  began  with  finging  fome  paffages  out  of  the  Koran.  They  conunucd  to 
fing,  with  the  accompaniment  of  fome  drums  ;  and,  during  the  mufic,  the  other  dervifes 
arol'e,  took  the  fharp  pointed  irons,  and  did  as  if  they  were  piercing  their  bodies,  and 
even  driving  the  irons  with  mallets  into  their  flefh.  Next  appeared  the  principal  aclor, 
who,  affuming  an  airof  infpiration,  directed  the  mufic  to  proceed,  and  to  be  raifed  to 
higher  animation,  in  order  to  airift  his  enthufiafm,  or  rather  to  ftun  the  cars  of  the 
fpeftators.  In  his  extacy,  he  threw  up  his  turban  in  the  air,  loofcncd  his  hair  ;  for  this 
order  of  dervifes  wear  their  hair  ;  and  pierced  his  body  with  five  lances  :  then  mounting 
upon  a  low  building,  upon  which  a  pole,  fixteen  feet  long,  and  Ihod  with  a  fliarp  iron 
point,  had  been  fet  up,  he  impaled  himfelf  upon  the  pole,  and  was  carried  in  this  con- 
dition through  the  fquare. 

It  was  an  affefting  fight,  to  fee  a  lean  man,  with  a  long  beard,  and  difhevelled  hair, 
wounded  all  over  with  fpikes,  and  then  carried  about  fpitted  upon  a  polo.  ,  I  faid,  as  I 
went  away,  to  a  Mullah  of  my  acquaintance,  that  the  dervife  performed  his  tricks  by 
means  of  a  broad  belt  which  he  carried  in  his  long  wide  drawers.  The  Mullah  replied, 
that  he  had  fufpected  fome  fuch  art,  bur  avoided  mentioning  his  fufpicions,  left  he 
might  draw  upon  himfelf  the  enmity  of  the  order  of  Bed-reddin  ;  for  that  one  of  his 
brethren  had  experienced  great  pcrfecution  from  thofe  dervifes,  in  confequence  ofpre- 
fuming  to  hint  his  doubts  of  the  reality  of  their  miracles. 

Underftanding  that  the  impaled  dervife  went  alfo  about,  exhibiting  in  private  houfes 
for  money,  I  offered  him  two  ducats,  if  he  would  come  and  fhew  me  what  he  could  do. 
He  accepted  my  offer,  came,  and  began  with  a  long  harangue  on  the  dignity  of  his 
order,  and  its  founder,  who  had  ti  anfmitted  to  his  difciples  the  gift  of  working  miracles. 
After  this  he  prayed,  and  pufhed  the  fpikes  with  violence  into  his  head  and  body.  I 
examined  the  places  into  which  the  points  had  feemed  to  enter,  and  found  the  fkin 
flightly  torn,  but  without  effufion  of  blood.  I,  hov/ever,  thought  that  he  had  fulfered 
enough  for  two  ducats,  and  difmiffed  him. 

The  fcience  of  Kurra  teaches  to  compofe  billets,  which  fecure  the  wearer  from  the 
power  of  enchantment,  and  from  accidents  of  all  forts.  Thofe  billets  are  ir.cl"fed  in 
fniail  purfes  of  (kin,  and  worn  on  the  head,  the  arm,  or  the  breaft.  They  are  l;kewife 
bound  upon  the  necks  of  horfes  and  affes,  to  give  them  an  appetite  for  their  food,  or  to 
tame  them  when  unmanageable.  In  the  citadel  of  Diarbekir,  a  billet  of  this  fort  put  an 
end  to  a  troublefome  croaking  of  frogs.  A  man  of  eminence  in  Aleppo  diftributes  every 
year,  gratis,  billets  for  freeing  houfes  from  flies.  The  efficacy  of  thefe  billets  depends 
on  the  day,  the  hour,  and  the  pardcular  condition  of  the  meffenger  w  ho  is  fent  to  afk 
for  them.  Old  women  continue  to  ufe  them,  however  often  they  fail,  being  fimple 
enough  to  fuppofe  always  that  fome  of  the  condidons  requifite  to  the  efficacy  of  the 
billets  Iiave  been  wanting  when  they  have  been  unfuccefsful.  Thefe  billets  are  not  the 
worfe  for  being  written  by  a  Jew  or  a  Chriftian.  Being  thought  an  aftrologer,  I  was 
often  alked  for  fuch.     Thefe  billets  are  at  leaft  no  worfe  than  thofe  for  making  hens 
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lay,  which  were  publicly  fold  by  a  Jefuit,  in  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century,  and 
among  enlightened  nniions. 

The  fcience  of  R:unle  is  properly  the  art  of  fortune-telling.  Jews,  as  well  as  MufTul- 
mans,  deal  in  it.  When  a  man  falls  fick,  his  friends,  in  order  to  learn  whether  he  will 
recover,  fend  to  confult  a  Mullah,  who  returns  an  anfwer,  after  examining  his  book,  and 
receives  for  his  pains  a  cock  or  a  flieep. 

The  Sunnite  clergy  condemn  the  praftice  of  thefe  two  laft  fciences  ;  yet  they  are 
tolerated,  becauf:  they  afford  a  liveUhood  to  a  great  number  of  poor  fcribes.  As  the 
Arabians  are  in  general  covetous,  men  of  wealth  and  diftindtion  too  often  pradife  thefe 
low  arts  for  gaining  money. 

A  fcience  truly  occult,  and  which  every  Arabian  of  worth  muft  hold  in  abhorrence, 
is  what  they  call  Sihhr,  or  pure  open  forcery.  The  end  of  this  fcience  is  rather  to  do 
mifchief  to  another  perfon  than  to  do  good  to  the  perfon  who  pradifes  it.  It  is  fome- 
times  employed,  however,  to  feduce  a  wife  from  the  arms  of  her  hufband  into  thofe  of 
a  ftranger.  All  that  is  rcquifue  for  this  is  to  fix  a  certain  billet  on  her  door.  The 
inhabitants  of  Oman  arc  pecuUarly  (killed  in  this  execrable  fcience  :  yet  they  are 
certainly  inferior  to  our  European  forcerers  ;  for  they  know  nothing  of  the  art  of  riding 
through  the  air  on  a  broomfiick,  or  of  nofturnal  alfembHes  under  the  prefidency  of 
the  devil. 

I  found  in  Arabia  more  votarie?  than  I  expefted  of  an  occult  fcience  of  a  different  fort, 
the  purfuit  of  the  philofopher's  (lone.  The  Arabians  are  fo  pafTionately  addifted  to 
this  fcience,  which  is  the  object  of  their  higheft  wifhes,  and  mod  eager  refearches,  that 
they  often  ruin  their  fortunes  by  it,  as  the  alciiymiits  of  Europe  have  been  accuftomed 
to  do.  They  fuppofe  the  fecret  of  making  gold  to  be  known  in  Europe,  efpecially  among 
the  Venetians.  They  have  books  in  their  own  language  which  treat  of  that  fcience, 
and  infpire  them  with  wild  hopes.  It  (hould  fcem,  that  the  idea  of  the  philofopher's 
ftone  is  originally  oriental,  and  has  been  brought  weftward,  like  many  other  foolifti 
fables. 

At  Beit  el  Fakih,  we  became  acquainted  with  two  alchymifts,  who  wrought  each  by 
the  precepts  of  a  particular  book.  The  one,  who  was  an  amiable,  and,  in  all  other 
refptcts,  a  fenfible  man,  was  fure  of  fuccefs,  as  he  imagined,  if  he  could  find  a  certain 
lierb,  which  he  believed  to  grow  on  the  hills  of  Yemen.  As  he  fuppofcd  us  to  be  like- 
wife  alchymifts,  and  to  have  come  on  purpofe  to  feek  that  wonderful  herb,  he  cultivated 
the  intimacy  of  Mr.  Forlkal,  and  was  of  great  ufe  to  him  in  his  botanical  excurfions  ; 
but  the  poor  man,  who  has  already  wafted  all  his  own  fubftance,  and  was  then  working- 
at  the  expence  of  a  rich  nobleman,  was  not  fortunate  enough  to  find  the  herb  he  (ought. 
There  is  (aid  to  be  an  herb  on  mount  Libanus  which  communicates  a  yellow  golden 
hue  to  the  teeth  of  the  goats  which  graze  upon  it.  The  obfervation  of  tiiis  fa^t  n;ay 
perhaps  have  given  rile  to  the  opuiion  of  the  efficacy  of  an  herb  in  promoting  the 
great  work. 

The  other  of  thefe  Arabian  alcl;yraifts  was  a  fort  of  phyfician,  fo  poor  that  he  had 
not  wherewith  to  buy  a  glafs  alembic.     He  believed  that  he  (hould  fuccced  in  making 
gold  if  lie  could  difcovor  the  meaning  of  a  particular  term  in  his  book.     Knowing  tliat 
Mr.  Von  Haven  was  a  liiiguift,  lie  applied  to.  him  for  the  explanation  of  a  barbai'ous- 
U'Wn  which  nobodv  could  underftand.. 
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AGRICULTURE    OF    THE    ARABIANS. 

Chap.  CXXXI.  —  JVr/;%  of  the  Soil. 

A  TRAVELLER,  who  is  obliged  to  fpend  the  greateft  part  of  his  time  in  towns, 
and  has  only  a  tranfient  view  of"  the  country,  cannot  acquire  jufl:  ideas  of  the  fertility 
of  the  lands,  or  the  modes  of  cultivation.  I  neglected  no  opportunity  that  offered  of 
obtaining  information,  concerning  the  (late  of  agriculture  in  the  Eall,  from  fuch  per- 
fons  as  I  underftood  to  be  bell  qualified  to  give  it.  I  !hall  here  fet  down  what  came  to 
my  knowledge  concerning  the  fertility  of  Arabia  Proper,  and  of  ihufc  other  countries 
hi  which  the  Arabians  have  fettlements. 

The  mod  fertile  foil  I  heard  of  is  in  Egypt,  and  in  the  lands  lying  immediately 
around  Alexandria.  By  the  accounts  of  the  European  merchants  in  that  city,  wheat 
yields  an  hundred  fold  increafe  ;  but  the  peafants  told  Mr.  Forfkal,  that  their  mod 
plenteous  wheat  harvefts  afforded  no  greater  returns  than  from  thirty  to  feventy  fold, 
and,  in  feme  places,  from  fifteen  to  twenty  fold.  It  is  at  lead  certain,  that  the  lands  of 
Egypt,  although  watered  by  the  Nile,  afford  in  all  other  pLices  only  an  increafe  of 
tenfold.     Granger  never  met  with  a  greater  produce  than  tliis  lad. 

In  Mefopotamia,  in  the  vicinity  of  Kelle,  Bagdad,  and  Bafra,  where  the  lands  are 
watered  by  the  Euphrates  and  the  Tigris,  it  is  th(3ught  a  fmgularly  ^ood  crop  when  the 
increafe  is  twenty-fold  ;  nobody  remembers  having  feen  thirty  fold  produced. 

In  the  plains  of  Affyria,  at  Erbil,  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Moful,  the  cultivated 
grounds  yield  only  a  return  of  ten  or  fifteen  to  one.  But  corn  of  thefe  countries, 
which  are  watered  folely  by  rain,  is  of  a  better  quality,  and  produces  more  meal  than 
what  grows  upon  fields  artificially  watered.  Fifteen  fold  is  better  in  Affyria  than 
twenty  fold  in  Mefopotamia.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  Diarbekir,  the  ordinary  wheat 
crop  is  from  four  to  fifteen  fold. 

An  inhabitant  of  Merdan  affured  me  that  he  reaped  fifty  for  one  in  barley  ;  a 
return  which  he  himfelf  confidered  as  extraordinary  ;  the  ufual  increafe  being  only 
from  feven  to  fifteen.  Upon  more  particular  inquiry  refpecting  this  fa£l,  I  learned 
that  there  were  in  this  country  two  different  forts  of  barley,  the  common  and  black 
barley.  The  latter  ferves  bed  for  the  ufe  of  cattle,  and  yields  fifty  fold;  while  the 
increafe  of  the  common  barley  never  exceeds  fifteen  fold.  There  are  likewife  two  forts 
of  wheat,  one  of  which  yields  a  larger  return  than  the  other,  and  yet  is  feldomer 
fown,  becaufe  it  exhauds  the  ground  more. 

In  Syria,  near  Aleppo,  nobody  could  recolleft  more  than  one  harved  that  had 
yielded  above  twenty  to  one.  The  peafants  between  Saide  and  Damafcus,  and 
thofe  about  Bethlehem,  had  never,  in  their  bed  years  even,  reaped  more  than  from 
twelve  to  fifteen  fold  increafe. 

In  Arabia,  in  the  environs  of  Mafkat,  wheat  yields  ten  to  one.  In  the  province 
of  Yemen,  agriculture  feems  to  be  farther  advanced  than  in  the  other  parts  of  the 
Ead.  I  was  affured,  that,  in  the  bed  cultivated  didricls,  wheat  yields  an  increafe 
of  fifty  fold ;  durra,  in  the  highlands,  an  hundred  and  forty ;  and  in  the  Tehama, 
fi-om  two  hundred  even  to  four  hundred.  The  latter  produtt  may  appear  incredible  j 
but  by  their  mode  of  fowing  and  watering  this  grain,  the  inhabitants  of  the  Tehama 
reap  three  fucceffive  crops  from  the  fame  field,  in  the  fame  year.  Durra  is,  in  general, 
the  mod  produftive  grain.  Granger  fays,  that,  on  the  banks  of  the  Nile,  it  yields 
fifty  to  one. 

Thefe 
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Thefe  particulars  may  afford  fome  general  idea  of  the  productive  powers  of  land  in 
the  Eafl.  The  ancients,  and  fome  modern  travellers,  with  a  view,  it  fliould  feem,  to 
garniih  their  works  with  wonders,  have  related  things  abfolutely  incredible  of  the  ferti- 
lity of  thefe  regions.  Their  calculations  have  either  been  intentionally  enhu-ged  beyond 
tlie  truth,  or  the  natives  have  impofed  upon  them. 

Yet  it  is  not  impofllble  to  bring  their  accounts  within  the  bounds  of  probability.  It  is 
a  vague  way  of  eitiniiiiing  the  fertility  of  any  foil,  to  fay  that  the  produce  is  in  fuch  a 
proportion  to  the  feed.  Skilful  modes  of  tilling  and  fowing  may  give  a  great  faving  of 
feed,  as  I  ihall  foon  have  occafion  to  remark,  when  fpeaking  of  the  agriculture  of  the 
peafrnts  of  Yemen.  It,  then,  a  piece  of  ground,  where  one  half  of  the  feed  has  been 
loft  through  the  unfkilfulnefs  of  the  fower,  yet  produces  ten  fold  in  the  crop,  another 
piece  of  ground,  of  the  fame  degree  of  fertilirv,  and  fown  with  only  half  the  quantity 
of  feed,  will  yield  twent)-  for  one,  and  will  confequentlv  feem,  upon  a  hafly  confideration, 
to  be  twice  as  fertile.  This  circumftance  does  not  appear  to  have  been  duly  attended  to, 
by  either  the  ancients  or  tlie  moderns,  in  their  accounts  of  the  fertility  of  diflant 
countries. 

Neither  do  they  ftate  what  fort  of  grain  they  allude  to  in  their  calculations  of  the 
produce  of  the  lands.  We  have  feen  that  there  is  a  great  dilfemice  between  the  increafe* 
of  wheat  and  that  of  durra.  The  latter  grain,  a  fort  of  coarfe  millet,  knov^ni  in  Den- 
mark by  the  name  of  Sargo,  has  been  found  in  Europe  to  be  friendly  to  the  fertility  of 
the  lands  on  which  it  is  (own  ;  but  being  of  httle  value,  in  comparifon  with  our  other 
grains,  it  is  now  ver)-  feldom  fown.  In  the  Eaft,  it  appears  to  have  been  in  ufe  from 
time  immemorial.  The  Arabians  ufe  it  as  their  chief  article  of  food.  It  is  fown  in 
Eg^-pt,  Mefopotamia,  and  Affyria.  The  peafants  of  Syria  and  Palefline  fell  their  wheat, 
and  live  upon  durra.  It  fhould  feem,  therefore,  that  what  fome  authors  have  related' 
conceming  the  aftonifliing  fertility  of  fome  countries  in  the  Eaft,  is  to  be  underftood  of 
this  durra. 

Chap.  CXXXII.  —  Of  the  Modes  cf  Ploughing  and  Sowing. 

TIIE  foil  not  being  every  where  alike  good,  and  the  cb'mate  varying  greatly  through 
the  countries  of  the  Eafl,  the  modes  of  cultivation  here  praftiled  are  alfo  confiderably 
diverlirted.  In  Egpyt,  Affyria,  IMefopotamia,  and  Sviia,  agriculture  is  very  much 
neglecied  ;  and  thele  provinces  are  fo  thhily  inhabited,  that  much  valuable  land  is 
fuffered  to  lie  wafte. 

In  Arabia,  the  government  of  which  is  lefs  inaufpicious  to  agricultural  induftry, 
hufbandry  is  in  a  more  profperous  condition.  Yet  the  inllruments  of  hulbandry  are, 
even  here,  coarfe  and  ill  made.  The  plough  ufed  is  of  a  very  f.mple  Ihufture,  is 
drawTi  by  oxen,  and  is  dragged  over  the  ground  in  every  diredion,  till  the  foil  feems 
to  befuilicicntly  broken  and  loofened  for  the  reception  of  the  feed.  In  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Bagdad,  I  faw  afles  yoked  in  the  plough  with  oxen  ;  and  near  Mofu!,  nvo  mules. 
In  cultivating  their  gardens,  and  fuch  fptUs  in  their  helds  as  are  net  acccilible  to  the 
plough,  the  Arabians  ufe  a  fort  of  lioe,  and  in  digging  very  deep,  a  large  ciow,  managed 
by  two  nun,  one  of  whom  prelles  it  in  the  ground,  and  the  other  draws  it  towards- 
himfolf  with  cords.  ^ 

In  many  parts  in  Yemen,  whole  fields  are  cultivated  like  a  garden.  Agriculture  is 
in  fuch  places,  however,  a  very  laborious  talk,  for  much  care  is  requifitein  watering  the 
grounds.  In  the  highland  part  of  this  province,  the  fields  arc  often  tormed  into 
terraces,  and  watered  iu  the  rainy  fealbn  by  canals  from  the  hills.     The  iuliabitacts  of 

the 
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the  plain  are  obliged  to  encompafs  their  fields  with  dykes,  in  order  that  the  water  may 
remain  for  fome  time  upon  the  furface  of  the  ground.  I  have  already  defcribed  both 
thcfe  modes  of  watering  the  fields,  in  the  narrative  of  my  journies  to.Zebid,  and  in  the 
higldands. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  upper  parts  of  Yemen  coiled  the  water  ncceflary  for  their 
fields  in  dams  formed  at  the  foot  of  the  hills.  Befide  private  dams,  there  are  likcwife 
very  large  public  refervoirs,  formed  by  carrying  a  wall  between  two  hills.  In  the  plain 
of  Damar,  the  fields  are  watered  out  of  very  deep  draw-wells,  from  which  the  water  is 
drawn  by  flrength  of  arm.  It  is  furprifing  that  the  Ar?bians  adopt  not  the  hydraulic 
maclniies  which  are  ufed  by  their  neighbours  in  Egypt,  and  in  India. 

I  law  them  fow  in  the  highlands  of  Yemen.  A  peafant  bearing  a  fackful  of  lentiles, 
dropped  them  here  and  there  in  the  furrows,  jufl;  as  we  fow  peas  in  our  gardens  ;  and, 
as  he  went  on,  covered  the  feed  by  pufiiing  in  the  mould  with  his  i'eet  from  both  fides. 
In  other  places,  the  fower  followed  the  ploughman,  and  caft  the  feed  into  the  furrow, 
which  the  other  returning  covered  up  with  his  plough.  Both  thefe  modes  of  fowing 
are  exceedingly  troublefome  ;  for  the  fower  niufl;  make  as  many  turns  backwards  and 
forwards  as  there  are  furrows ;  but  there  is  a  faving  in  the  quantity  of  the  feed,  no 
part  of  which  can  be  withered  by  the  winds,  or  pecked  up  by  birds.  In  Arabia  in 
general,  only  a  fmall  quantity  of  feed  is  ufed ;  the  peafant,  trufling  to  the  regularity 
of  the  feafons,  docs  not  expofe  his  grain  to  perifli  in  the  ground,  by  fowing  it  at  an 
improper  time.  This  is  another  proof  of  the  fallacious  nature  of  inferences  con- 
cerning the  fertility  of  ground,  deduced  from  the  proportion  between  the  feed  and 
the  increafe. 

In  forae  diftrifts  in  Yemen,  maize  and  durra  are  planted  with  the  hand.  I  faw  like- 
wife,  in  the  highlands,  between  Mofhak  and  Sehan,  fome  fields  in  which  thofe  grains 
grew  in  rows,  like  our  cabbages  in  Europe.  They  were  the  fined:  fields  I  ever  faw 
in  my  fife.  The  ftalks  were  all  of  the  fame  height,  and  every  plant  was  thriving  and 
luxuriant.  In  adjoining  fields  were  fome  unpromifing  enough  crops  of  the  fame 
grain,  which  is  a  proof  that  the  Arabian  peafants  are  not  all  alike  induftrious.  The 
corn-fields  in  the  places  about  Beit  el  Fakih  were  alfo  full  of  cockle  weeds,  and 
irregularly  fown. 

Near  mount  Mharras  I  faw  a  peafant  draw  furrows  with  a  fmall  plough  between 
ftraight  rows  of  corn,  of  which  the  ftalks  were  from  nine  to  ten  inches  high.  His 
oxen  were  fo  yoked,  that  they  pafled  between  the  rows  without  treading  down  any  of 
the  plants.  The  intention  of  this  piece  of  labour  was  to  deftroy  weeds,  to  cover  the 
roots  oi  the  plants  with  earth,  and  to  open  the  foil  for  the  reception  of  moifture. 
The  weeds  which  ftill  remained  were  pulled  up  with  the  hand,  and  given  to  cattle. 
Thus,  the  hufbandry  of  Tull  and  Du  Hamel,  although  novel  in  Europe,  is  very 
old  in  Arabia. 

For  the  prefervation  of  the  grain,  care  muft  be  taken  to  drive  away  birds,  and  the 
deftructive  animals.  To  this  end,  the  peafants  watch  their  fields  by  turns.  In 
the  highlands,  he  who  watches  feats  himfelf  on  a  tree  ;  in  the  Tehama,  on  a  fort  of 
fcaffold,  having  a  roof  raifed  pver  it. 

Chap.  CXXXm.  — Of  the  HarveJ}. 

THE  beginning  of  the  harveft  varies  greatly  through  Arabia,  not  onlybyreafon 
of  the  differences  of  the  latitude  of  places,  but  chiefly  in  confequence  of  the  diverfities 
of  their  fituations  as   to   high  and   low,  and   the   diflerent  times  in  the  feafon  at 

which 
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which  it  becomes  convenient  to  water  them  refpeSively.  Even  within  the  narrow  ex- 
tent of  the  Imam  of  Sana's  dominions,  there  are  great  dift'erences  in  this  refpeft.  At 
Sana,  their  barley  was  cut  down  on  the  1 5th  of  July,  wliile  at  Chamis,  nearer  the 
mountains,  the  lentiles  were  then  but  a  fowing.  In  the  plain  of  Beit  el  Fakih,  the 
durra  was  feven  feet  high  on  the  firft  days  of  Auguft  ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  the  fields 
were  ploughed  and  watered  for  a  fecond  feed  in  the  valley  of  Zebid,  which  is  only  a  very 
fhort  day's  journey  from  Beit  el  Fakih. 

At  Maflcat,  wheat  and  barley  are  fown  in  December,  and  reaped  about  the  end  of 
March  ;  but  durra  is  fown  in  Auguft,  and  reaped  in  the  end  of  the  month  of  November. 
The  date  trees  are  fecundated  in  the  month  of  December ;  and,  as  Oman  produces 
feveral  forts  of  this  fruit  which  ripen  fucceifively,  the  inhabitants  have  frefli  dates  during 
the  three  months  of  February,  March,  and  April. 

In  Egypt,  the  lands  adjoining  to  the  canals  are  fowTi  in  October,  and  the  corn  is  ripe  in 
the  end  oIFebruary.  Landswhich  cannotbe  watered  from  theNile  are  fown  iuNovembcr; 
and  in  the  laft  cafe,  the  wheat  is  ripe  in  February,  and  the  barley  in  March.  At  Moful, 
the  barley  may  be  cut  in  the  beginning  of  the  month  of  May,  and  the  wheat  within  forty- 
days  after.   All  ditierent  grains  are  ripe  at  Bagdad  twenty-four  days  fooner  than  at  Moful. 

The  Arabians  pull  up  their  ripe  corn  by  the  roots,  but  cut  with  a  fickle  green  corn, 
grafs,  and  whatever  they  intend  as  forage  for  their  cattle.  The  Indians  ufe  the  fame 
inftrunient  in  cutting  their  rice,  and  pruning  their  cocoa  trees.  Both  nations  have  a' 
very  fimple  mode  of  fliarpening  their  fickles.  They  pour  water  among  a  quantity  of 
fand,  and  rub  the  blade  with  this  fand  till  it  is  fulhciently  fliarpened. 

In  threflung  their  corn,  the  Arabians  lay  the  flieavcs  down  in  a  certain  order,  and 
then  lead  over  them  two  oxen  dragging  a  large  ftone.  I'his  mode  of  feparating  the  ears 
from  the  draw  is  not  unlike  that  of  Egypt,  of  which  I  have  fpoken  in  my  defcription  of 
the  manners  of  that  country. 

In  Syria,  the  (heaves  are  fpread  in  the  open  fields  ;  and  oxen  drag  over  them  a  plank 
loaded  with  ftones. 

The  Arabians  being  lefs  fuperftitious  than  the  Jews,  make  no  fcruple  of  fowing  a 
field  with  a  mixture  of  JiiTerent  grains,  whenever  they  fuppofe  that  tliis  may  be  done 
with  advantage. 

Chap.  CXXXIV.  —  Of  the  Domejlk  AnimaU. 

In  Arabia  are  abundance  of  all  the  domeftic  animals  common  in  hot  countries. 
The  Arabians  breed  horfes,  mules,  aiTes,  camels,  dromedaries,  cows,  buffaloes,  fheep, 
and  goats.  In  the  fertile  provinces,  wild  fowls  are  fo  plentiful  that  they  are  fold  at  a 
trifling  pw-ice. 

Of  all  their  domeftic  animals,  it  is  well  known  that  the  Arabians  put  the  grcatefl 
value  on  their  horfes.  Of  thefc  they  have  two  great  branches,  the  Kadifchi,  whofe 
defcent  is  unknown,  and  the  Kochlani,  of  whom  a  written  genealogy  has  been  kept  for 
two  thoufand  years.  The  Kadifchi  are  in  no  better  eflimation  than  our  European 
horfes,  and  are  ufualiy  cmjiloycd  in  bearing  burthens,  and  in  ordinary  labour. 

The  Kochlani  are  referved  for  riding  folely.  They  are  highly  efteemed,  and  oon- 
fequently  are  very  dear.  They  are  faid  to  derive  their  origin  from  King  Solomon's 
ftuds.  However  this  may  be,  they  are  fit  to  bear  the  greateft  fatigues,  and  can  pafs 
whole  days  without  food.  They  are  alfo  laid  to  fliow  uncommon  courage  againft  an 
enemy.  It  is  even  aflferted,  that  when  a  horfe  of  this  race  finds  himfclf  wounded,  and 
unable  to  bear  his  rider  much  longer,  he  retires  from  the  fray,  and  conveys  him  to  a 
place  of  fecurity.     If  the  rider  falls  upon  the  ground,  li'S   horfe  remains  l*fide  him, 
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and  neighs  till  afllflance  is  brought.  The  Kochlani  are  neither  large  nor  handfome,  but 
amazingly  fwift :  it  is  not  for  their  figure,  but  lor  their  velocity, and  other  good  qualities, 
that  the  Arabians  efteem  them. 

Thefe  Kochlani  are  bred  chiefly  by  the  Bedouins  fettled  between  Bafra,  Mcrdin,  and 
Syria,  in  which  countries  the  nobility  never  choofe  to  ride  horfes  of  any  other  race. 
The  whole  race  is  divided  into  feveral  tatnilies,  each  of  which  has  its  proper  name  : 
that  of  Dsjulfa  feems  to  be  the  moil  numerous.  Satne  of  thefe  families  have  a  higher 
reputation  than  others,  on  account  of  their  more  ancient  and  uncontaminated  nobility. 
Although  it  is  known  by  experience,  that  the  Kochlani  are  often  inferior  to  the 
Kadifchi,  yet  the  mares  at  leaft,  of  the  former,  are  always  preferred,  in  the  hopes  of  a 
fine  progeny. 

The  Arabians  have  indeed  no  tables  of  genealogy  to  prove  the  defcent  of  their 
Kochlani :  yet  they  are  fure  of  the  legitimacy  of  the  progeny ;  for  a  mare  of  this  race 
is  never  covered  unlefs  in  the  prefence  of  witnefTes,  who  mufl:  be  Arabians.  This 
people  do  not  indeed  always  flickle  at  perjury  ;  but  in  a  cafe  of  fuch  ferious  import- 
ance, they  are  careful  to  deal  confcientiouily.  There  is  no  inftance  of  falfe  teftimony 
given  in  refpedl  to  the  defcent  of  a  horfe.  Every  Arabian  is  perfuaded  that  himfelf  and 
his  whole  family  would  be  ruined,  if  he  Ihould  prevaricate  in  giving  his  oath  in  an 
affair  of  fuch  confequence. 

A  ChrhUan,  having  a  Kochlani  mare,  whon\  he  \viihes  to  have  covered  liy  a  ftallion 
of  the  fame  race,  is  obliged  to  employ  an  Arabian  witnefs,  who  mufl  watch  the  m^ire 
twenty  days,  to  be  fure  that  fhe  hiis  been  defiled  by  the  embraces  of  no  common 
horfe.  During  all  this  time,  flie  mufl  not  fee  either  horfe  or  afs,  even  at  a  diflance. 
When  the  mare  produces  her  foal,  the  fame  Arabian  mufl  be  prefent ;  and,  within 
the  firfl  feven  days,  a  notorial  certificate  of  the  legitimate  birth  of  the  foal  is  made. 
If  there  happens  to  be  a  crofTmg  of  the  two  breeds,  the  foal,  whether  the  father  or  the 
mother  be  Kochlani,  is  always  efleemed  Kadifchi. 

The  Arabians  make  no  fcruple  of  felling  their  Kochlani  flalllons  like  other  horfes  ; 
but  they  are  unwilling  to  part  with  their  mares  for  money.  When  not  in  a  condition 
to  fupport  them,  they  difpofe  of  them  to  others,  on  the  terms  of  having  a  fliare  in  the 
foals,  or  of  being  at  liberty  to  recover  them  after  a  certain  time. 

Thefe  Kochlani  are  much  like  the  old  Arabian  nobility,  the  dignity  of  whofe  birth  is 
held  in  no  eflimation  unlefs  in  their  own  country.  Thefe  horfes  are  little  valued  by 
the  Turks.  Their  country  being  more  fertile,  better  watered,  and  lefs  level,  fwift 
horfes  are  lefs  neceffary  to  them  than  to  the  Arabians.  They  prefer  large  horfes,  who 
have  a  flately  appearance  when  fumptuoufly  harncried.  It  Ihould  feem  that  there  are 
alfo  Kochlani  in  Hedsjas,  and  in  the  country  of  Dsjof ;  but  I  doubt  if  they  be  in  efli- 
mation in  the  dominions  of  the  Imam,  where  the  horfes  of  men  of  rank  appeared  to 
me  too  handfome  to  be  Kochlani.  The  Englifh,  however,  fometimes  purchafe  thefe 
horfes  at  the  price  of  800  or  1000  crowns  each.  An  Englifh  merchant  was  offered  at 
Bengal  twice  the  purchafe  money  for  one  of  thefe  horfes  ;  buc  he  lent  him  to  England, 
where  he  hoped  that  he  would  draw  four  times  the  original  price. 

There  are  two  forts  of  afT-s  in  Arabia ;  the  fmalier  or  lazy  afs,  as  littre 
elteemed  here  as  in  Europe ;  and  a  large  and  high  fpirited  breed,  who  are  highly 
valued.  Thefe  latter  are  fold  at  a  Jijgh  price.  I  thought  them  fitter  for  a  journey 
than  horfes  arc. 

I  have  rcafon  to  believe,  that  in  Arabia  are  feveral  forts  of  camels.  Thofe  in  the 
dominions  of  the  Imam  are  of  a  moderate  fize,  and  a  light  brown  colour.  Thofe 
from  Nedsjeran  are  large,  lubbardly,  and  of  a  dark  brown  colour.     The  dromedaries 
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of  Egypt  and  Arabia  have  only  one  bunch  upon  the  back ;  and,  by  fuch  as  have  not 
often  leen  them,  can  be  diflinguifhed  from  camels  only  by  an  air  of  lighlnefs,  which 
makes  them  feem  fitter  for  running.  I  never  but  once  faw  dromedaries  with  two 
bunches,  and  that  was  in  a  town  in  Natolia,  to  which  thofe  I  faw  had  been  brought  from 
the  Crimea ;  but  they  were  fo  large  and  lubbardly,  that  they  feemed  to  me  rather  camels 
of  a  particular  fpecies,  than  dromedaries. 

Buft'aloes  are  to  be  found  in  all  the  marfhy  countries  of  the  Eaff,  and  on  the  banks 
of  the  rivers.  They  are  even  more  numerous  than  the  commen  horned  cattle.  I  have 
feen  animals  of  this  fpecies  in  Egypt,  at  Bombay,  near  the  Euphrates,  the  Tigris,  the 
Orontes,  &c.  The  female  buffalo  yields  more  milk  than  the  common  cow  ;  and  the 
male  is  as  fit  for  the  yoke  as  our  oxen.  His  flefli  is  indeed  inferior  to  that  of  the  ox, 
being  hard  and  ill  talted.  European  merchants  are  however  obliged  to  ufe  it  in  the 
countries  where  thofe  animals  are  numerous.  I  believe  that  1  have  often  eaten  the 
flefli  of  a  young  buffalo  without  diftinguifhing  it  by  the  tafle  or  appearance  from  our 
beef.  The  Arabians  have  a  mode  of  forcing  the  female  buffalo  to  yield  more  milk 
than  (he  voluntarily  does,  which  the  ancient  Scythians  alfo  pradlifed  with  their  mares. 
While  one  milks  the  cow,  another  tickles  her. 

The  oxen  and  cows  of  Arabia  have  upon  the  fhoulder,  immediately  above  the  fore- 
legs, a  lump  or  bunch  of  fat ;  the  bunch  of  the  camel  grows  larger,  or  diiiiiniflies, 
as  the  animal  becomes  fatter  or  leaner.  I  could  obtain  no  particular  information  con- 
cerning the  inllinct  alcribed  to  thefe  oxen,  of  forming  into  circular  bodies,  to  defend 
themfelves  againft  beafts  of  prey.  The  flory  is  fo  much  the  lefs  probable,  bccaufe  the 
cattle  of  Arabia  are  diftinguifhed  by  remarkably  fmall  horns. 

The  Arabians  have  no  meadows  which  might  afford  grafs  for  the  feeding  of  thefe 
domellic  aiiimals.  The  country  is  too  much  parched  for  the  grafs  to  become  luxuri- 
ant enough  to  be  ufed  as  hay.  Straw,  barley,  and  bexins,  are  the  articles  of  food  upon 
which  they  nourifii  their  cattle.  The  only  herb  they  fow  exprefsly  for  this  purpofe  is 
a  fort  of  bean  or  phafecltts  ;  the  Egyptians,  whofe  country  is  better  watered,  fow  trefoil 
for  the  fame  ufe.  The  camel  eats  the  mofl;  ftunted  and  withered  roots.  In  Arabia, 
however,  he  lives  chiefly  on  herbs  of  the  gourd  fpecies,  which  abound  in  the  drieft 
countries. 


NATURAL    HISTORY   OF    ARABIA. 

Chap.  CXXXV.  — General  Reflexions  on  the  Natural  Hi/lory  of  Arabia. 

ONE  principal  objeft  which  it  became  our  party  of  travellers  to  keep  in  view,  was 
undoubtedly  the  examination  of  the  natural  produftions  of  the  country  through  which 
we  travelled.  Every  member  of  our  company  iiaving  had  his  particular  tafl<  afligned 
to  him,  the  invefl:igjrtion  of  fubjecls  of  natural  hiffory  was  particularly  appropriated  to 
the  late  Mr.  Forflcal.  His  well  known  activity,  abilities,  and  ardour  for  the  cultivation 
of  fcicnce,  afforded  the  public  room  to  expctl:  from  him  numerous  difcoverics  in  the 
natural  hiilory,  as  well  of  Egypt,  as  of  Arabia  ;  countries  which  he  had  time  to  examine 
before  his  premature  death.  But,  our  hopes  have  been  in  part  difappointed,  by  the 
concurrence  of  different  unfavourable  circumfl;ances,  which  it  may  be  proper  to  give 
an  account  of  here,  both  in  excufe  for  the  dclicicncy  of  tiiis  article,  and  as  an  encou- 
ragement to  future  travellers  to  perfed  what  was  fo  fuccefsfully  begun  by  our  deccafcd 
friend. 

A  a  t  The 
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The  time  prefcribed  for  our  continuance  in  the  Eafl  was  fliort  in  the  whole ;  and 
an  unforefcen  delay  in  Iv^ypt  iarther  abridged  that  portion  of  it  which  we  had 
dcftincd  to  be  fpent  in  Arabia.  In  conlequencc  of  this  circumflance,  we  had  no  more 
time  for  examining  the  natural  hillory  of  Arabia  than  the  llx  months  between  the  end 
of  December  1762,  and  the  beginning  of  June  1763,  at  the  lad  of  which  periods 
Mr.  Forfkal  died.  Hence  many  objcQs  could  be  only  curforily  obferved.  Bclides, 
tlic  frequent  indifpgfition  of  fome  or  other  of  our  party  obliged  us  often  to  feparate; 
and  a  rcafon  of  this  nature  hindered  Mr.  Forfkal  from  feeing  Mount  Sinai,  and  the  pro- 
dudions  o^  that  part  of  Arabia  Petrnsa. 

Tire  climate  and  foil  of  feveral  of  the  countries  which  we  vifited  are  lefs  favourable 
than  is  coinmonlyiuppofed,for  the  increafe  of  vegetables  and  animals.  The  foil  of  Arabia, 
is,  through  a  great  part  of  that  country,  dry  and  fundy,  produces  no  plants,  and  is 
therefore  ur.fit  lor  the  nourilljment  of  animals.  Here  the  naturalilt  finds  but  few 
objects  to  oblerve  ;  and  of  fuch  a  country  the  natural  hiflory  can  never  be  exten'lve. 
In  Arabia,  likewife,  the  heat  of  the  fun  is  fo  intenfe,  that  the  flowers  no  fooner  blow 
than  they  are  withered  ;  and  if  tile  botanift,  attentive  to  a  number  of  plants  at  once, 
miflcs  tlie  precife  moment  when  any  one  which  is  new  to  him  is  in  flower,  he  can  have 
no  fubfequent  opportunity  of  examining  it  till  the  eniuing  feafon. 

This  inconvenience  might  be  avoided  by  obferving  the  plants  in  gardens.  But  there 
is,  perhaps,  no  country  in  tiie  world  where  gardening  is  fo  much  negledetl  as  in  Arabia, 
There  is  hardly  a  fmgle  fmall  garden  in  the  neighbourhood  even  of  the  greatelf  towns. 
At  Beit  el  Fakih  there  is  only  one,  which  was  formed  by  an  old  Dola.  The  Arabians, 
a  fimplc  frugal  race,  content  themfelves  with  the  plainefl  food,  without  taking  pains 
to  furnifli  themfelves  with  a  variety  of  diflies.  What  feems  to  give  them  an  averfion 
for  the  culture  of  gardens  is  the  long  droughts,  which  laft  fometimes  for  more  than  a 
year,  and  deftroy  every  fprout  of  vegetation,  together  with  the  ravages  of  the  grafs- 
hoppers,  which  complete  the  devaftation  of  the  fields.  The  Banians,  being  by  their 
religion  confmed  to  a  vegetable  diet,  plant  great  quantities  of  pulfe  ;  but  thefe  are 
nioitly  of  fpecies  that  are  natives  of  India,  and  by  confequence  already  known  to 
botanifts. 

Befide  thefe  phyfical  obftacles  to  the  inveftigation  of  the  natural  hillory  of  the  Eafl, 
there  is  another  arifmg  from  the  moral  charadler  of  the  people  who  inhabit  thefe 
regions.  The  Arabians,  an  ignorant,  covetous,  and  jealous  race,  cannot  comprehend 
how  the  Europeans  fliould  be  prompted  by  mere  curiofity  to  expofe  themfelves  to  fo 
much  danger  and  fatigue.  They  ai'cribe  to  them  a  motive  of  intereft,  the  defire  of 
difcovering  hidden  treafures,  with  great  fkill  in  the  fcarch.  The  idea  generally  pre- 
valent among  them,  of  the  wealth  of  travellers,  makes  a  curious  pcrfon  run  a  great 
rifk  of  being  plundered  by  vagabond  robbers.  Mr.  Forfkal,  efcapmg  once  vvidi  difli- 
culty  out  of  the  clutches  of  a  band  of  thefe  robbers  in  Egypt,  and  being  once  plundered 
by  another  party,  was  obliged  to  ceafe  from  his  fcientific  excurfions.  He  found  means, 
indeed,  to  have  plants  gathered  for  him,  by  an  Arabian,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Kahira.  But  the  naturahit  makes  his  obfervations  befl  upon  living  plants,  in  their 
native  fituaiions. 

Our  friend  was  luckier,  in  this  refpeft,  in  Yemen,  where  the  fafety  of  a  ftranger  is 
better  fccm-ed  by  the  laws,  and  the  manners  of  the  people  of  the  country.  The  Arabians 
in  Yemen  were  fo  far  from  offering  him  any  interruptions  in  his  purfuits,  that  both 
men  and  women,  of  all  ranks  and  ages,  appeared  to  take  pleafure  in  bringing,  pointing 
out,  and  naming  to  him  all  their  indigenous  plants.     A  peoplfe  living  the   lii'e  of 

fhepherds. 
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fiiepherds,  and  oF  hufbandmen,  like  the  Arabians,  who  fpcnd  almofl  all  their  time  in 
the  open  fields,  naturally  acquire  a  tafte  for  botany,  and  a  degree  of  (kill  in  its  re- 
fearches.  But,  in  order  to  obtain  the  aid,  and  even  the  friendfhip  of  thefe  good 
people,  he  v/as  obliged  to  conform  to  their  manners,  and  to  content  himfelf  with 
their  fcanty  cheer.  A  life  of  fuch  abPunencc  and  fatigue,  too  fevere  for  a  perfon 
brought  up  in  European  habits,  undoubtedly  contributed  to  fhorten  the  days  of  our 
friend. 

In  fpitc  of  all  thefe  obilacles,  Mr.  Forfkal's  ardent  induftry  was  fuccefsful  beyond 
our  hopes.  It  is  inconceivable  in  v.-hat  a  fiiort  time  he  difcovered  and  made  dei'crip- 
tions  of  full  three  hundred  fpccies  in  the  animal  kingdom,  and  of  rQore  than  eight 
hundred  in  the  vegetable.  This  number  might  have  been  yet  more  confiderable, 
h  id  he  not  laid  it  down  as  a  rule  to  himfelf,  to  defcribe  nothing  which  he  had  not  ex- 
amined with  the  moft  fcrupulous  exadnefs.  For  this  reafon  had  he  put  oiT,  till  he  fhould 
be  at  more  leifure,  the  examination  of  a  large  colledion  of  infe<fls  and  fhells.  With  the 
fame  intention,  he  had  preferved  in  fpirit  of  wine,  a  great  many  fifhes  and  amphibious- 
animals.  But  the  re.:der  will  recoiled  the  fate  of  this  colledion,  when  our  goods  were- 
iiifpeded  at  the  cuftom  houfe  at  Mokha,  as  above  related. 

After  my  return  to  Europe,  I  was  intrufted  with  the  tafli  of  publishing  my  friend's 
poftliumous  papers.  1  then  difcovered  a  new  lofs  which  natural  hiftory  had  fuffered 
by  his  death.  He  had  been  accufiomed  to  write  down  his  obfervations  on  fmall  de- 
tached pieces  of  paper,  which  could  not  eafily  be  preferved  together.  It  is  true,  I 
found  i8co  of  thefe  billets,  which  I  endeavoured  to  reduce  into  order.  But  I  could' 
not  help  inferring  from  the  chalms  here  and  there,  that  many  of  them  were  loft. 
Whether  it  be  or  be  not  fo,  I  have,  however,  prefented  to  the  public  all  that  I  could 
recover,  in  two  Latin  \vorks,  intituled,  Defcriptiones  Animalium,  4to,  Hafnice,  1775  ; 
and  Flora  Arabica,  4to,  ib.  1775. 

Thefe  two  works,  written  in  Latin,  and  in  the  manner  and  arrangement  of  Linnseu?, 
are  intended  particularly  for  the  ufe  of  the  learned  naturalill.  To  gratify  readers  of 
all  clafll'S,  I  (hall  here  infert  the  moft  curious  particulars  of  the  information  contained' 
in  thofe  works,  and  fuch  as  will  ferveto  give  thebeft  ideas  of  the  prcdudions,  common 
or  peculiar,  of  the  countries  which  we  traverfed.  Although  natural  hiftory  was  not 
my  province,  1  had  occafion  to  cbferve  tranficntly  many  things  refpeding  it.  1  fhall, 
therefore,  intermingle  my  own  remarks,  without  diftiiiguifhing  them  as  fuch  ;  lor  the 
greater  part  of  the  whole  is  Mr.  Forlkal's. 

Chap.  CXXXVI.  —  Climaie  arJ  Soil  of  Arabia. 

A  COUNTRY,  fuch  as  Arabia,  extending  from  the  30"  to  the  13°  degree  of 
northern  latiiuilc,  and,  by  confcquence,  fituate  partly  between  the  tropics,  will  be  na- 
turally  fuppofed  lubjed  to  a  very  hot  climate.  In  fome  provinces  of  Arabia,  the  heat- 
is  fxceflive.  But,  in  this  country,  as  in  moft  others,  the  varying  degrees  of  elevation, 
the  relative  fituations  of  places,  iuid  the  nature  of  the  foil,  occafion  confidcraMe  varie- 
ties of  tcn.perature. 

Before  u  perfon  can  undcrftand  thefe  varieties,  it  is  neceflary  that  he  niouUI  have 
ajuft  idea  of  the  phyfical  circumftances  of  Arabia.  This  country  miiy  be  ccnfidcred 
as  a  pile  of  mountains,  encircled  with  a  belt  of  flat,  dry,  and  fandy  ground,  'iowariis 
the  north  and  continent,  this  belt  is  formed  by  the  dcfarts  of  Syria,  r.nd  Arabia  Petra-a. 
The  pluiiis  called  Tehama  by  the  Arabians,  and  extending  from  thcfcu-ftiore  to  the  hill?,. 
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bound  Arabia  on  thofe  fides  on  whicli  it  is  wafhed  by  the  waters  of  the  Red  Sea,  of  th^ 
Eaitern  Ocean,  and  of  t!ie  Perfian  Gulph. 

In  thefe  defarts,  diverfified  here  and  there  ordy  by  bare  rocks,  and  in  thefe  flat  plains, 
there  is  nothing  to  foften  tlie  force  of  the  fun's  rays,  but  all  vegetables  are  burnt  uj), 
and  the  foil  is  every  where  reduced  to  fund.  The  drought  is  fo  extreme,  that  v/hole 
years  will  pafs  without  rain  ;  and  the  torrents  which  fall  from  the  hills  are  lofl  among 
the  fands  long  before  they  can  reach  the  fea.  Were  it  not  for  thefe  river-v.aters,  which 
being  fwelled  in  the  r;uny  feafon,  are  drained  ofl'  to  fertilize  the  lands,  the  hufbandman 
would  be  unable  to  raife  even  thofe  fcanty  crops  which  his  harvefts  at  prefent  afford. 
By  obfervations  made  with  good  thermometers,  we  found,  that  in  thefe  plains,  as,  for 
initance,  at  Loheia,  Mokha,  and  Mafkat,  the  heats  were  as  intenfe  as  in  any  other  hot 
country  whatever. 

In  the  interior  country,  the  temperature  of  the  atmofphere  is  very  different.  The 
great  ranges  of  lofty  mountains  attract  v:.  pours  ;  and  thefe  falling  down  in  plenteous 
rains  cool  the  air,  and  quicken  vegetation.  The  cold  occafioned  by  the  height  of  the 
country,  produces  falls  of  fnow  ;  but  this  never  lies  long  upon  the  ground.  While  the 
inhabitants  of  the  plain  fuffer  by  heat,  thofe  of  the  hills  are  obliged  to  wrap  themfelves 
in  pellices.  We  were  affured  that  there  was  ice  on  fome  of  the  hills,  and  that,  at  Sana, 
which  lies  araono-  the  hills  in  the  interior  country,  there  was  fometimes  froft. 

The  pofition  of  thefe  mountains,  in  the  middle  of  a  peninfula,  occafions  Hkewife  an- 
other phenomenon  that  is  equally  obfervable  in  the  peninfula  formed  by  the  Ganges, 
which  is  in  the  fame  manner  interfered  by  mountains.  The  rainy  feafons,  which  are 
regular  in  the  countries  between  the  tropics,  are,  by  this  peculiarity  of  fituation,  diver- 
f!fied  here.  Weflward,  in  Yemen,  the  rainv  feafon  is  of  great  fervice  to  the  country  ; 
for  it  comes  on  in  the  month  of  June,  and  terminates  in  the  middle  of  September ;  in 
which  montlis  the  heats  are  moll  violent,  and  the  earth  and  its  inhabitants  in  the  greateft 
need  of  fuch  refrefliment.  In  the  eaftern  part  of  thefe  mountains,  on  the  fide  of 
Mafkat,  thofe  rains  h\\  between  the  middle  of  the  month  of  November  and  the  middle 
of  February.  In,  Hadramaut  and  Oman,  to  the  fouth,  the  rainy  feafon  lafts  from  the 
middle  of  February  to  the  middle  of  April.  It  fhould  feem,  therefore,  that  the  rains 
make  the  tour  of  the  peninfula  every  feafon,  as  impelled  by  the  prevalent  winds.  In 
the  Tehama  of  Yemen,  we  heard  alfo  of  a  i-ain  in  fpring,  the  period  of  which  is  uncertain, 
but  on  whicli  the  fuccefs  of  the  harvefls  depends. 

Theft  regular  rains  render  the  vallies  lying  among  the  mountains  fertile  and  de- 
lightful. The  Highlanders,  who  breathe  a  fine  frefli  air,  are  handfome,  healthy,  and 
brave.  Another  advantage  which  the  Arabians  owe  to  the  fituadon  of  their  country, 
is,  that  it  affords  them  at  the  fante  time  the  productions  of  different  climates.  In  the 
plains,  feveral  vegetables  tranfplanted  from  India  thrive  well  enough,  and  many  of  the 
am'mals  of  hot  countries  multiply  there.  The  mountains  produce  the  plants  and  ani- 
mals of  temperate  climates.  Arabia  may  thus  be  regarded  as  an  affemblage  of  different 
climates,  the  refpeftive  advantages  of  which  are  all  to  be  found  in4;he  traft  lying  between 
the  Red  Sea  and  the  Perfian  Gulph. 

The  nature  of  the  winds  differs,  in  Arabia,  with  the  point  of  the  compafs  from  which 
they  blow,  and  the  trad  over  which  they  refpeftively  pafs.  The  fame  wind  is,  in  diffe- 
rent places,  dry  or'moift,  according  as  it  b'ows  over  the  ocean,  or  over  defarts.  On 
the  Ihores  of  the  Perfian  Gulph,  the  fouth-eaft  wind  is  accompanied  with  a  degree  of 
moiflure,  which  when  the  heat  is  intenfe,  occafions  violent  fweatings  ;  the  north-weft, 
paffmg  over  the  great  defart,  is  more  torrid,  but  lefs  difagreeable ;  this  lall:  wind  heats 
jiietals  in  the  fhade,  as  if  they  were  expofed  to  the  fun  j  and  its  heat,  fuddenly  added 
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to  that  of  the  atmofphcrc,  often  fufFocates  men  and  other  animals.  The  Arabians, 
when  ih^Y  travel,  carry  v.ith  them  garlic  and  dried  grapes,  for  the  purpofe  of  reviving 
fuch  perfons  as  may  fall  down  fainting,  from  the  effedl:  of  thefe  hot  blafts. 

Notwithflnntling-  its  torrid  qualities,  this  hor(h-v/efl  wind  ferves  to  cool  their  liquors 
for  the  Arabians,  in  the  middle  of  Summer.  In  order  to  this,  they  put  their  water  into 
bardaks,  or  unglazed  pots,  made  of  a  fort  of  porous  earth ;  and  then,  having  thefe 
pots  in  a  place  cxpofed  to  the  current  of  this  hot  Vvind,  the  water  is  thus  rendered  very 
cool ;  a  circumihince  well  known  in  hot  countries,  and  at  prefent  afcribed  by  naturalilts 
to  the  eft'eds  of  fuJden  evaporation. 

Another  wind,  of  a  more  dangerous  nature,  is  the  famous  Sam,  Smum,  or  San'id, 
which  feklom  blows  w'thin  Arabia,  but  frequently  upon  its  iron  tiers.  This  wind  pie- 
vails  only  on  the  confines  of  the  great  defart,  where  the  agitation  of  the  air  forms  a 
current  for  the  vapours  which  are  raifed  by  the  heat  of  the  fun  from  that  parched  ter- 
ritory. I  he  places  the  mofl:  expofed  to  this  dcftrudlive  wind,  are  the  banks  of  tlie 
Euphrates,  and  fometimes  the  environs  of  Mecca,  when  the  northwind  blows  from 
the  defart.  It  is  not  unknown  in  Perfia,  on  the  bordei's  of  thofearid  plains  ;  and  it  is 
faid  to  have  been  felt  in  fome  places  in  Spain,  near  the  vaft  trads  of  defart  fands  which 
deform  that  fine  kingdom.  The  effects  of  the  Snium  are  inftrjit  fuffocaticn  to  everV 
living  creature  that  happens  to  be  within  the  fphereof  its  aftivity,  and  immediate  putre- 
faction of  the  carcafcs  of  the  dead.  As  a  fimilar  rapidity  ol  putrefattion  has  been 
obferved  to  take  place  upon  bodies  deprived  of  life  by  thunder,  or  by  the  eledi'ic  fliock, 
it  has  been  conjcclured,  that  electrical  matter  which  is  very  generally  diffufed  through 
nature,  might  be  the  caufe  of  the  peculiarly  noxious  quahties  of  this  wind.  The  Ara- 
bians difcern  the  approach  of  the  Smum  by  an  unufual  rednefs  in  the  air  ;  and  they 
fay  that  they  feel  a  fmell  of  fulphur  as  it  pafl'es.  However  this  may  be,  the  only  means 
by  which  any  pcrfon  can  preferve  himfelf  from  fuffering  from  the  noxious  blails,  is,  by 
throwing  himfelf  down  with  his  face  upon  the  earth,  till  this  whirlwind  of  poifonous 
exhalations  has  blown  over  ;  which  always  moves  at  a  certain  height  in  the  atmof- 
phcre.  Inftinct:  even  teaches  the  brutes  to  incline  their  herds  to  the  ground  on  thefe 
occafions. 

The  other  meteors  of  Arabia  are  common  to  it  with  all  other  hot  countries.  A 
dear  Iky,  feklom  obfcured  by  clouds,  renders  llorms  very  imfrequent  in  the  *5lains. 
The  air  difchargcs  its  eleftric  matter  in  globes  of  fire,  and  by  the  phenomena  called  fhoot- 
ing  ftars,  which  are  not  unfrcqucnt,  and  of  confiderable  bulk.  In  the  moll  arid  tradts,. 
near  the  fea,  the  dews  are  fmgularly  copious.  But,  notwithftanding  this  humidity,  the 
air  is  fo  pure,  that  the  inhabitants  fleep  in  the  open  air ;  I  never  llept  founder  than 
where  I  fouml  my  bed  all  wet  with  dew  in  the  morning.  There  are,  however,  places 
where  one  dares  not  fiecp  in  the  open  air  for  fear  of  being  ftruck  with  a  palfy.  Bv  long 
txperience  the  inhabilants  of  thofe  parts  have  learned  what  precautions  to  take,  and  thefe 
are  always  peculiarly  neceffary  to  an  European  unaccullomed  to  the  cHmate. 

Arabia  enjoys  the  profpeit  of  almofl  conitant  verdure.  Not  but  that  mofl;  of  the 
trees  Hied  their  leaves,  and  the  ;uniual  plants  wither  and  are  re-produced.  But,  the 
interval  between  the  fall  of  the  leaf  in  one  year,  and  tlie  re-produfl:ion  of  new  leaves 
for  the  next,  is  fo  (hort,  that  the  change  is  hardly  obfervable.  Continual  verdure  is 
peculiar  to  thofe  countries  in  which  there  are  no  frolls,  but  a  rainy  fcafon  inftead  of 
our  winter. 

From  the  fingular  local  fituation  of  Arabia,  the  inequalities  in  the  nature  of  its  lands 
may,  without  farther-  information,  be  inferred.     Thefe  inequalities  are  indeed  very  re- 
markable.    Ou  one  fide  are  frightiul  deiarts,  and  on  the  other  fertile  and  delight- 
ful. 
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ful  Vci1'>s.     The  fandy  belt  which  encircles  this  peninfula  is  almoft  entirely  barren,  and 
pvefents  one  unvaried  jjitture  of  deiblalion. 

This  belt,  denominated  Tehama,  as  has  been  fevcral  times  mentioned,  begins  at 
Suez,  and  extends  round  (ho  whole  peninfula,  to  the  mouth  of  the  Euphrates.  Its 
breadth  varies  ;  it  is,  however,  for  the  men;  part,  about  two  days  journey  from  the  fea- 
•{horeto  the  rife  of  the  hills  ;  at  leaft  this  is  the  breadth  of  the  plain  adjacent  to  the  Red 
Sea.  It  bears  every  mark  of  having  been  anciently  a  part  of  the  bed  of  the  fea.  Its 
bottom  foil  is  a  greyifh  clay,  with  a  large  proportion  of  fand,  and  having  marine  exuvia: 
interfpcrfed  to  a  great  didance  from  the  fea-fhore.  It  contains  large  flrara  of  fait,  which 
jn  foine  places  even  rife  up  into  hills.  Its  regular  inclination  towards  the  fea  indicates 
that  it  has  emerged  gradually.  The  fmall  eminences  upon  the  confines  of  this  plain  are 
compofed  of  calcareous  (tones,  having  a  blackifli  appearance,  and  feeming  as  if  they 
were  burnt  by  the  fun.  The  adjoining  hills  contain  fchiftus  and  bafaltes  ;  in  this  dif- 
fering greatly  from  the  ftrata  of  the  hills  on  the  oppofite  coaft  of  Egypt,  and  from  thofe 
of  Arabia  Pctrtea,  which  are  chiefly  made  up  of  granite. 

The  fea,  no  doubt,  flill  continues  to  recede ;  and  the  Tehama  is  on  that  fide  gradu- 
ally extending  its  limits.  The  banks  of  coral  are  ftill  increafmg,  and  coming  nearer 
to  the  fiiore,  fo  as  to  render  the  navigation  of  the  gulph  every  day  more  and  more 
xlangerous.  The  fand  accumulated  by  the  billows  gradually  fills  up  tlie  intermediate 
fpace,  and  joins  thefe  beds  of  coral  to  the  continent,  as  appears  from  fome  recent  in- 
fiances.  Hi(tory  alfo  records  proofs  of  this  gradual  receflion  of  the  waters  ;  and  men- 
tions, as  fea-ports,  feveral  places  which  are  at  prefent  inland,  without  noticing  the  pre- 
Jent  maritime  towns,  which  mufl  undoubtedly  be  of  later  origin  than  the  formation  of 
■the  land  on  which  they  Hand. 

Such  a  conqueft  over  the  watery  element  promifes,  however,  little  advantage  to  man. 
Thefe  newly  formed  lands  are  ungrateful  and  barren.  Nor  can  any  better  be  fanguinely 
hoped  of  the  future  ;  fince  the  territory  of  the  Tehama  has  remained  for  fo  many  ages 
unchanged  n  its  nature.  Mr.  Forlkal  fancied  that  he  could  diftinguifh  a  fimilarity 
betAveen  the  foil  of  Hedsj.is  and  that  of  Egypt,  from  which  he  inferred,  that  the  llerility 
of  the  former  was  owing  to  the  want  of  water.  But  he  was  certainly  miftaken  ;  for  the 
fcil  of  Egypt  is  formed  of  the  fediment  of  the  Nile,  but  that  of  Hedsjas  of  the  remains 
of  the  bed  of  the  fea.  The  calcareous  ilone  of  the  hills  of  this  latter  province  is,  how- 
ever, decompofed  into  a  blackifh  earth,  which  in  time  becomes  fit  to  beai-  fome  coarfe 
vegetables. 

In  the  Highlands  of  Arabia,  there  are  as  great  diverfities  of  foil  as  in  mofl  other 
cultivated  countries.  The  mofl  general  charafter  of  the  foil  on  thefe  fchiflous  hills  is 
clay  mixed  with  fand.  But  the  figure  of  the  hills  is  unfavourable  to  their  fertility. 
They  are  commonly  fo  craggy  and  precipitous,  as  to  afford  neither  room  nor  foil  for 
vegetable  productions,  the  good  earth  being  continually  waflied  away  by  the  waters. 
Thefe  circumflances  have  likewife  the  effeft  of  rendering  the  cuhure  of  fuch  places  ex- 
tremely difficult  and  expenfive.  Terraces  are  necelfary  to  be  formed  ;  of  which  indeed 
the  comlruft-ion  is  fometimes  facilitated  by  the  piles  of  bafaltes  naturally  caft  into  regular 
pentagonal  figures,  which  are  broken,  from  time  to  time,  from  the  rocks,  and  ferve  as 
materials  for  the  walls. 

Arabia  is  a  country  intereding  in  many  refpects  ;  but  is,  in  general,  neither  rich  nor 
fertile.  The  laborious  life,  and  indifferent  fate  of  its  inhabitants,  are  fufiBcient  proofs  of 
this  truth.  If  it  was  called  Happy  by  the  ancients,  it  was  only  by  the  value  and  the 
novelty,  not  by  the  abundance  of  its  produdions,  that  it  could  merit  this  name. 

Chap* 
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Chap.  CXXXVII. — Arabian  Quadrupeds. 

SPEAKING  of  the  agriculture  of  the  Arabians,  I  had  occafion  to  mention  their 
domeftic  animals.  Of  thofe,  fome  appear  to  be  originally  natives  of  the  country,  for 
they  are  not  common  through  the  other  regions  of  the  eafi: ;  they  retain  their  primary 
inftincls  in  higher  perfection,  and  are  more  eminently  diftinguifhed  by  llreugth  and 
beauty  here  than  elfewhere.  Such  are  the  horfe,  the  afs,  the  camel,  and  perhaps  too 
the  ox.  The  camel,  by  its  power  of  enduring  thirft,  and  its  containing  a  rel'ervoir  for 
water  in  its  bowels,  feems  naturally  delfined  for  an  inhabitant  of  the  defart.  Its  hoof 
is  formed  to  tread  on  burning  fands  ;  and  the  cartilaginous  texture  of  its  mouth  enables 
it  to  feed  on  the  hard  and  prickly  plants  of  thofe  parched  plains. 

The  afs,  efpccially,  feems  to  be  a  native  of  Arabia.  Here  are  a  fpecies  of  affcs,  which, 
in  beauty,  vigour,  and  fpirit,  are  no  contemptible  rivals  to  the  horfe.  The  inhabitants 
fpeak  like-wife  of  a  wild  animal,  called  Djaear,  of  the  fame  fize  and  fhape  as  the  afs,  the 
flelh  of  which  is  excellent  food. 

This  animal  is  probably  a  wild  afs,  who,  in  confequence  of  living  in  a  ftate  of 
independence,  acquires  fome  varieties  of  form,  which  tie  Arabs,  in  their  unlkilfulnefe 
in  natural  hiflory,  miflake  for  the  charafteriftics  of  a  diiferent  animal. 

The  Arabians  give  the  name  of  Bakar  Uafch  to  an  animal  which  we  did  not  fee, 
but  of  which  their  vague  defcription  can  be  referred  only  to  the  wild  ox.  They 
fpeak  of  another  animal  of  the  form  of  an  ox,  which  is  defUtute  of  horns,  and  feeds 
only  by  night. 

On  the  lofty  hills  of  Arabia  Petrsea,  are  rock-goats.  The  plains  are  ftocked  with 
gazelles  ;  and  this  beautiful  creature  is  fo  common,  that  the  Arabian  poets  draw  from 
it  many  of  their  allufions  and  fimilitudes.  The  hare  is  not  a  common  animal  here,  and 
is  to  be  fecn  only  in  fome  mountainous  parts.  In  the  fandy  tracks  are  numbers  of 
thofe  little  animals  called  Jerboa's,  Pharaoh's  rats,  whofe  flefli  the  Arabians  eat  with- 
out any  diflike.  The  peculiarity  in  the  (Irufture  of  the  hinder  feet  of  thefe  animals, 
and  their  manner  of  leaping,  which  have  induced  our  naturalifts  to  give  the  fpecies  the 
name  of  Mus  Jaculus,  are  well  known. 

In  the  forefts,  in  the  fouth  of  Arabia,  are  monkies  without  tails,  whofe  back  parts 
are  bare  and  red.  I  faw  thefe  animals  in  troops  of  fome  hundreds.  Other  travellers 
have  met  with  them  in  tlioufands  on  the  hills  of  Aden.  Thcie  creatures  are  docile, 
and  eafily  learn  any  trick  which  is  attempted  to  be  taught  them.  On  this  account 
numbers  of  them  are  exported  to  Egypt,  where  jugglers  exhibit  them  to  the  people. 

Of  carnivorous  animals,  tlie  niofl  hideous  and  formidable  is  the  Hyrcna,  who  attacks 
men  and  bealls  with  the  fame  ferocity.  This  fierce  and  folitary  animal  inhabits  the 
caverns  of  the  deiart  mountains  of  Arabia  Petrtea,  and  is  alfo  common  round  the 
Ihores  of  the  Perlian  Gulph.  Tlie  hy;i:na  marches  out  only  at  night,  in  that  feafon 
when  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  fleep  in  the  open  air,  and  often  carries  off  children 
ironi  befide  their  parents. 

As  the  domcdic  animals  on  the  fouthern  coafl;  of  the  Perfian  Gulph  are  chiefly  fed 
upon  fiflics,  the  hya;na  is  fometimes  obliged  to  content  himfelf  with  the  fame  food.  On 
my  return  into  Europe,  I  iiuv  in  Denmark  one  of  thefe  animals  alive,  in  the  king's  col- 
ledion  of  wild  animals. 

The  leopard,  reckoned  by  Mr.  Forfkai  among  the  carnivorous  animals,  is  perhaps 
the  fame  as  the  par.t'icr,  (Keh's  pardus,  Linna-;i)  ;  the  more  probably  fo,  as  he  gives  it 
the  Arabic  name  of  the  p.mther,  Nemer.     However,  the  ounc£  or  fmall  panther,  hameJ 
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in  Arabic  Fath,  is  ftlll  more  common  than  the  large  one ;  neither  is  it  regarded  with 
any  fort  of  terror  in  Arabia,  where  it  carries  away  cats  and  dogs,  but  never  ventures 
to  attaclc  men. 

Wild  boars,  wolves,  and  foxes,  are  to  be  found  in  Arabia  ;  but  the  mofl  common 
carnivorous  animal  is  a  fort  of  wild  dog,  more  like  the  tox  than  tlie  houfchold  dog, 
and  named  by  the  Turks  Tfchakal,  by  the  Arabians  El  Vavi,  This  animal,  ct)mmon 
through  all  the  countries  of  the  Ead,  is  ib  well  known,  that  1  need  not  here  add  any 
thing  concerning  its  figure  and  manners. 

Mr.  Forikal  names  fevcral  other  animals  of  which  he  knew  nothing,  except  what  he 
gathered  from  the  indiftincl  accounts  of  the  natives ;  and  fome  others  of  which  he 
could  only  learn  the  Arabian  names.  As  fuch  flight  notices  cannot  enlarge  the  know- 
ledge of  nature,  I  fliall  not  repeat  them  here.  The  mofl;  fmgulur  of  thofe  animals, 
which  we  knew  only  by  hearfav,  is  one  faid  to  refcmble  a  cat,  to  live  upon  the  hills, 
to  feed  on  grafs,  and  to  be  a  mod  delicate  article  ot  food. 

Chap.  CXXXVIII.  — 0/  the  Birds  of  Arabia. 

IF  we  had  opportumties  of  examining  but  few  quadrupeds,  we  were  not  more  for- 
tunate in  refped  to  birds.  Not  that  Arabia  is  deficient  in  variety  of  fpecies ;  on  tiie 
contrary,  its  productions  are  fuflicient  to  nourifli  a  prodigious  number  ;  but  a  traveller 
han.ening  through  a  country,  has  it  flill  lefs  in  his  power  to  acquaint  himlelf  with  the 
inhabitants  of  the  air  than  with  thofe  of  the  earth.  One  c;umot  fee  many  birds,  or 
obferve  them  at  leifure,  unlefs  among  people  who  arc  fond  of  fowling,  and  who,  as 
they  feek  for  game  and  fell  it,  bring  to  the  curious  fuch  birds  as  they  have  caught 
or  killed,  and  are  able  to  give  fome  account  of  their  refpeftive  names  and  inftintts. 

In  Arabia  we  had  no  fuch  advantage.  The  Arabians  defpife  the  ufe  of  wild  fowl, 
and  regard  neither  the  amufemcnt  nor  the  exercife  of  fowling.  I  thought  that  I  could 
difcern  two  caufes  of  their  averfion  for  a  diverfion  which  the  fava^es  of  the  north 
purfue  with  extreme  fondnofs.  A  people  who  are  naturally  fobcr  and  frugal,  and  live 
in  a  climate  where  the  ufe  of  animal  food  is  injurious  to  health,  cannot  be  fond  of 
game.  The  precepts  of  the  MufTulman  religion  muil  alfo  difguft  the  Arabians  at  the 
purfuit  of  wild  animals,  efpecially  of  birds.  A  hunter  lofes  his  labour,  and  his  prey 
becomes  impure,  if  he  has  but  neglefted  the  repetition  of  one  fhort  prayer  when  he 
killed  the  animal  ;  if  it  has  not  loit  the  jufl;  quantity  of  bK)od  required  by  the  law  ; 
if  the  bird  ilruggled  with  any  remains  of  life  alter  it  \\  as  Ihot ;  or  it  it  fell  upon  a  place 
which  was  either  inhabited  or  in  any  manner  defiled.  We  faw  no  other  birds,  there- 
fore, than  thofc  which  we  killed  ourfelves,  or  thofe  which  we  could  obferve  while  they 
were  at  libertv. 

In  the  fertile  countries  of  Arabia,  tame  fowls  are  very  plentiful,  and  all  forts  of 
poultry  are  bred  in  great  abundance.  The  pintando  is  not  domeftic  ;  but  thefe  birds 
inhabit  the  woods  in  fuch  numbers,  that  children  kill  them  with  itones,  and  then  col- 
led them  to  be  fold  in  the  towns.  The  pheafant  is  likewife  a  native  of  Arabia,  and  is 
found  in  great  plenty,  in  the  forefls  of  Yemen,  as  well  as  the  wood-pigeon,  and  feveral 
other  varieties  of  the  pigeon  fpecies.  In  the  plains  of  the  fame  province,  the  grey 
partridge,  the  common  lark,  and  a  fort  of  white  crane,  having  the  under  part  of  the  belly 
of  a  beautiful  red,  are  alio  to  be  feen  here. 

So  dry  a  country  as  Arabia  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  afford  a  great  variety  of  water 
fowls.  However,  in  places  where  there  was  water,  we  found  a  beautiful  variety  of  the 
plover,  and  fometimes  ftorks.     Sea-fowls,  which  live  upon  fiih,  are  numerous  on  the 
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coadsofthe  Red  Sea,  bccaufethis  gulph  is  very  deep,  andcopioufly  florcd  with  fifties. 
Befide  feme  fort  of  fea-maws,  we  faw  in  an  ifle  of  the  Red  Sea  pelicans,  who  had  built 
nefts  and  laid  eggs  as  large  as  thofe  of  the  goofe. 

The  dofarts  of  Arabia  are  not  without  oftriches,  which  are  called  by  the  inhabitants 
Thar  Edsjainmel,  the  camel  bird.  I  did  not  underlland  that  the  Arabians  take  this 
bird  young,  and  tame  it.  One  which  I  faw  at  Loheiawas  from  Ahvffinia.  A  beautiful 
lapwing,  called  by  the  Arabians  Hudhud,  is  alfo  common  on  the  Ihores  of  the  Perfian 
Gulph.  Some  Arabians  have  been  perfuaded,  by  a  fabulous  tradition,  that  the  language 
of  this  bird  may  be  underltood. 

F.agles,  falcons,  fparrow-hawks,  and  the  Egyptian  vulture,  (Vultur  Petenoptcrus,iin- 
na:i),  are  birds  of  prey  to  be  met  with  in  Arabia.  The  lalt  of  thcfe  is  very  fcrviceable 
in  the  country  ;  clearing  the  earth  of  all  carcafcs,  which  corrupt  very  rapidly,  and  are 
very  noiiome  in  hot  countries.  He  alfo  deftroys  the  held  mice,  which  multiply  fo 
prodigioufly  in  fome  provinces,  that,  were  it  not  for  this  aflllfance,  the  peafant  might 
ceafe  from  the  culture  of  the  fields  as  abfc^lutely  vain.  'I'heir  performance  of  thofe 
important  fervices  induced  the  ancient  Egyptians  to  pay  thofe  birds  divine  honours ; 
and  even  at  prefent  it  is  held  unlawful  to  kill  them,  in  all  the  countries  which 
they  frequent. 

In  feveral  countries  in  the  eaft,  as  alfo  in  Arabia,  there  is  another  bird,  not  lefs  bene- 
ficial to  the  inhabitants.  It*is  thought  to  be  a  native  of  Korafan,  for  it  comes  annually 
into  Arabia,  in  purfuit  of  the  fwarnis  of  loculls,  of  which  it  deftroys  Incredible  num- 
bers. It  is  called  Samarman  or  Samarmog.  Mr.  Forlkal  ranks  it  among  the  thruflies, 
and  calls  it  Turdus  Seleucus.  The  fervices  done  by  this  bird,  in  countries  expofed  to 
the  ravages  of  thofe  infects,  have  given  rife  to  feveral  ridiculous  and  fuperllitious  prac- 
tices in  Syria.  It  is  thought  to  be  attraded  from  Korafan  by  water,  which  is,  for  this 
end,  brought  from  a  dilhmce  with  great  ceremony,  and  preferved  in  a  ftone  refervoir 
on  the  top  of  the  tower  of  a  mofque.  When  this  water  fails,  the  inhabitants  of  Moful 
Jire  in  defpair.  But  as  this  bird's  inftincts  prompt  it  not  only  to  feed  on  locufts,  but 
to  kill  as  many  of  them  as  pollible,  it  naturally  follows  thefe  infeds  in  the  courfe  of 
their  palfage. 

We  heard  much  talk  of  two  fpecies  of  birds,  which  are  highly  valued  by  the  Ara- 
bians, and  are  called  Salva  and  Sumana.  We  could  difcover  nothing  concerning  the 
generic  charader  of  the  latter ;  but  we  heard  enough  of  the  Salva  to  enable  us  to 
underlland  that  it  is  the  rail,  a  bird  of  palfage  which  frequents  a  fmall  dillricl  in 
Arabia.  As  to  quails,  we  received  no  evidence  of  their  being  birds  of  palTage ; 
nor  is  it  probable  that  this  bird  (liould  traverfe  defarts  where  no  fubfiltence  is  to  be 
found. 

The  Arabians  like-wife  named  to  Mr.  Forlkal  feveral  other  birds,  which  he  never 
could  fee,  and  confequently  could  not  afcertain  their  genus,  fuch  as  the  Achjal,  famous 
for  two  beautiful  feathers,  with  which  the  Highlanders  adorn  their  bonnets,  and  to 
preferve  which  uninjured,  the  bird,  it  feems,  leaves  a  hole  in  its  neft.  Another,  the 
Thacr  el  Hind,  rare  and  remarkable  for  its  gilded  plumage,  is  fold  very  dear  in  Arabia. 
Its  name  feems  to  indicate  that  it  is  a  bird  of  paflage,  which  is  fuppofed  to  coine 
from  India. 

Chap.  CXXXIX.  —  Of  Amphibious  Animals  and  Fifties. 

In  the  Arabian  feas  we  never  met  with  the  fea  tortoife ;  the  land  tortoife  is  more 
common  j  the  pcafants  brijig  the  latter,  by  cart-loads,  to  the  inaikcls  of  feveral  towns 
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in  the  eafl.     The  eaftern  Chriftians  eat  thefe  animals  in  Lent,  and  drink  their  blood 
with  ^reat  relifli. 

We  Hwv  feveral  forts  of  lizards,  of  which  the  only  dangerous  one  was  that  called  by 
the  Egyptians  Gecko.  It  is  faid  that  the  faliva  of  t^jis  creature,  fulling  upon  victuals, 
infects  the  perfons  who  eat  them  with  the  leprofy. 

There  are  in  Arabia  feveral  forts  of  ferpents,  the  bite  of  which  is  often  mortal.  But 
the  innocent  are  as  numerous  as  the  dangerous  ferpents.  Of  fome  the  bite  occafions 
only  a  difagreeable  itchuig,  which  the  Arabians  cure  by  applying  the  leaves  of  the 
caper-tree  to  the  wound.  In  general,  life  is  endangered  only  by  the  bite  of  fuch  fer- 
pents as  have  a  dillinct  row  of  teeth  larger  than  the  refl  of  the  teeth.  The  Arabians 
in  Egypt  are  acquainted  with  this  law  in  the  flrudture  of  reptiles,  and  play  fafely  with 
ferpents,  after  pulling  out  the  long  teeth,  which  ferves  to  conduct  the  poifon.  In 
Arabia,  the  only  ferpent  that  is  truly  formidable  is  that  called  Baetan,  a  fmall  flender 
creature,  fpotted  black  and  white  ;  its  bite  is  inltant  death,  and  the  dead  body  is  fwelled 
by  the  poifon  in  a  very  extraordinary  mimner. 

Mr.  Forfkal  difcovered  in  the  Red  Sea  feveral  forts  of  ray  fiflies  which  are  unknown 
in  Europe.  That  fea  is  in  general  ftorcd  with  a  great  variety  of  fiflies ;  and  I  was 
told  by  my  friend,  that  in  the  fiiort  paflage  between  Suez  and  Jidda,  he  obferved  more 
than  a  hundred  new  fpecies,  only  a  part  of  which  he  could  rank  among  the  known 
genera.  He  was  obliged  to  form  four  new  genera,  which  he  named  Salaria,  Scarus, 
Signanus,  and  Acanthurus.  A  new  torpedo  which  he  met  with,  appeared  fo  different 
from  that  already  known,  that  he  was  induced  to  clafs  it  as  a  particular  genus. 

Among  the  new  fpecies  are  fome  belonging  to  genera  which  are  found  alfo  in  our 
feas  ;  fuch  are  feveral  cod-fifhes  hitherto  unknown  ;  new  fpecies  of  mackerels,  mullets, 
fcari,  perches,  &c.  Others  of  thefe  fpecies  belong  to  genera  peculiar  to  the  feas  adja- 
cent to  hot  countries,  fuch  as  the  Cha;todon  and  the  Sciaena. 

In  our  paflage  over  the  Red  Sea,  we  faw  troops  of  flying  fifhes,  which  rofe  from 
time  to  time  above  the  furface  of  the  water  •,  but  we  difcovered  no  flying  ferpent  in 
the  courfe  of  our  voyage ;  although  the  Arabians  give  this  name  to  a  ferpent,  which 
fhould  rather  be  called  the  leaper.  This  ferpent  fixes  himfelf  by  the  tail  to  a  low  branch 
of  a  tree,  and  then  giving  himfelf  an  impetus,  by  means  of  his  elaftic  tail,  fprings  from 
branch  to  branch  fucceflively,  till  he  reaches  the  top. 

The  Arabians  inhabiting  the  fliores  of  the  Red  Sea  live  almofl:  entirely  on  fiflies,  as 
I  have  already  had  occafion  to  mention,  and  even  fudain  their  cattle  with  the  fame 
food.  Although  fiflies  are  fo  plentiful,  yet  a  living  fifh  is  feldom  to  be  feen  among 
them.  For  feiir  of  violating  fome  precept  of  the  MuiVulman  law,  the  fiflierman  kill  all 
their  fiflies  before  they  bring  them  on  fliore. 

Chap.  CIL.—Infcas  and  Shells. 

THE  locufls  have  a  great  influence  on  the  condition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Arabia, 
and  of  feveral  other  countries  in  the  Eafl: ;  and,  therefore,  J  fliall  fpeak  of  this  infeft  at 
a  length  which  others  do  not  merit.  We,  however,  did  not  find  the  numbers  fo  great 
3S  they  are  commonly  fuppofed  to  be  in  JLurope. 

In  Egypt  I  faw  once  only  a  cloud  of  locufl;s,  which  was  brought  byafouth  wind 
from  the  dcfiits  of  Lybia  ;  the  locults  fell  in  prodigious  quanuties  on  the  roofs  of  the 
houfes,  and  in  the  ftreets  of  Kahira.  I  faw  no  more  of  them,  till  at  Jidda,  in  November 
1 762,  a  large  cloud  of  locufl:s  was  driven  over  the  city  by  a  wefl:  wind.  The  cloud  came 
from  the  other  fide  of  the  Arabic  Gulph  ;  and,  therefore,  many  of  the  infeds  mufl: 
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have  been  drowned  in  their  paflage.  In  the  month  of  July  following,  we  found  a  fmall 
quantity  near  mount  Samara,  which  feemed  to  have  fpent  thefeafon  in  Arabia.  Thefe 
fwarms  often  crofs  the  Red  Sea  a  fecond  time,  and  return  to  Egypt,  the  upper  part  of 
which  adjoining  to  the  defarts  of  Lybia,  feems  to  be  the  cradle  of  thefe  animals.  I  faw 
clouds  of  them  in  Perfia,  and  Syria  ;  where,  in  the  quarter  of  Moful,  I  found  nefts  of 
thefe  infers,  which  a  careful  police  might  in  a  great  degree  deftroy.  Small  locufts,  of 
the  fize  of  a  fly,  grow  with  amazing  rapidity,  and  attain  their  natural  fize  within  a 
few  days. 

There  are  undoubtedly  various  fpecies  of  this  infect,  which  have  not  as  yet  been 
fufficiently  difcriminated.  Mr.  Forfkal  calls  the  locuft  which  infeRs  Arabia,  Gryllus 
Gregarius,  and  thinks  it  to  be  ditferent  from  that  which  is  called  by  Linnrcus  Gryllus 
Migratorius,  and  which  is  a  native  of  the  defarts  of  Tartary,  from  which  it  paffes  through 
the  neighbouring  countries,  into  Poland  and  Germany.  'I'he  Gryllus  Gregarius  merita 
this  denomination  ;  for  the  locufts  of  this  fpecies  appear  to  act  in  concert,  and  to  live 
and  travel  in  fociety.  Thofe  which  remain  after  the  departure  of  the  great  body  are 
only  irregular  ftragglers. 

The  Arabians  diflinguifii  feveral  feparate  fpecies  of  this  infeft,  to  which  they  give 
particular  names.  But  thefe  names  are  not  expreffive  of  any  qualities  in  the  nature  of 
the  animal  ;  as  they  refpecl  only  the  delicacy  afcribed  to  its  fleih.  They  give  the  name 
Muken  to  the  red  locull;,  which  is  elleemed  fatter  and  more  fucculent  than  any  of  the 
others  ;  they  likewife  eat  the  light  locufl; ;  but  abftain  from  another,  called  Dubbe, 
becaufe  it  has  a  tendency  to  produce  diarrhoea. 

All  Arabians,  whether  living  in  their  native  country,  or  in  Perfia,  Syria,  and  Afria,  are 
accuflomed  to  eat  locufts.  The  Turks,  on  the  contrary,  have  an  averfion  for  this  fort 
of  food.  It  the  Europeans  expreis  any  thing  of  the  fame  averfion,  the  Arabians  then 
remind  us  of  our  fondnefs  for  oyfters,  crabs,  and  lobflers.  A  German,  who  had  long 
refided  in  Barbary,  afliired  us,  that  the  flefh  of  this  infecl  tailed  like  the  fmall  fardine  of 
the  Baltic  Sea,  which  is  dried  in  fome  towns  of  IloUfein. 

We  faw  locufts  caught,  and  put  into  bags,  or  on  firings,  to  be  dried,  in  feveral  parts 
of  Arabia.  In  Barbary,  they  are  boiled,  and  then  dried  upon  the  roofs  of  the  houfes. 
The  Bedouins  of  Egvpt  roail  them  alive,  and  devour  them  with  the  utmoll  voracity. 
We  faw  no  inftance  of  unwholefomenefs  in  this  article  of  food  ;  Mr.  Forfkal  was  indeed 
told,  that  it  had  a  tendency  to  thicken  the  blood,  and  to  bring  on  melancholy  habits. 
The  Jews  in  Arabia  are  convinced,  that  the  fowls,  of  which  the  Ifraelites  ate  lb  largely 
in  the  defart,  were  only  clouds  of  locufts, — and  laugh  at  our  tranflators,  who  have 
fuppofed  that  they  found  quails  where  quails  never  were. 

The  fwarms  of  thefe  infeds  darken  the  air,  and  appear  at  a  diftance  like  clouds  of 
fmoke.  The  nolle  they  make  in  flying  is  frightful  and  ilunning,  hkethat  of  a  water- 
fall. When  fuch  a  fwarm  falls  upon  a  held,  it  is  wafted  and  defpoikd  of  its  verdure. 
The  pulfe  and  date  trees  fuller  grcaily  from  the  locufts  ;  but  corn,  either  ripe  or  neaily 
fo,  is  too  hard  lor  their  ufe,  and  they  are  obliged  to  fpare  it. 

A  fmall  infed  named  Arda,  of  the  hulk  of  a  grain  of  barley  (Termes  fatale,  Linn.)  is 
another  fcourge  of  Arabia,  and  of  hot  countries  in  general.  On  account  of  fume  general 
refemblancc,  many  travellers  reprelent  this  infect  as  an  ant,  and  fpeak  of  it  under  this 
name,  lis  initind  difpofesit  to  travel  only  by  night,  through  a  fort  of  galleries,  which 
it  forms  as  it  proceeds,  of  fat  earth.  After  reaching  the  end  of  its  journey,  it  corrodes 
and  deflroys  t-very  thing,  victuals,  clothes,  and  furnilure.  Wc  found  an  army  ot  thefe 
in  our  chamber,  for  tlie  tirit  time,  nt  Beit  el  Fakiii.  We  inimeduilely  demolilhed  the 
galleries  which  they  Lad  ionned  ;  but  lljev,  without  beinj  difcuura;^ed,  or  terrified  at 
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our  prefence,  renewed  their  work  in  the  night,  with  fingular  obftinacy,  fo  that  we  had 
much  ado  to  rid  ourfelves  of  them.      They  live  and  work  together  like  ants. 

The  arda  is  alfo  deflruftive  to  trees,  the  fwcetnefs  of  whole  leaves  and  fruits  gratifies 
its  tafle.  Tlicfe  inl'eds  fix  upon  trees  of  this  charafter,  and  extend  their  gal Icrics  from 
the  root  to  the  top.  The  inhabitants  of  the  country  have  no  other  means  of  prefcrving 
their  gardens  from  utter  ruin,  except  to  furround  the  trees  with  Iheep'sdung,  the  fmell 
of  which  the  arda  cannot  endure. 

There  are  in  Arabia  many  ants,  but  moft:  of  them  are  harmlefs  as  ours.  From  among 
thefe,  however,  are  to  be  excepted  two  fpecies,  one  of  which  becomes  troublefome  by 
the  voracity  with  which  it  attacks  victuals,  unlefs  driven  away  by  the  odour  of  camphor  ; 
the  other's  bite  is  little  lefs  painful  than  that  of  the  fcorpion  ;  but  neither  is  it  more 
deadly. 

A  fort  of  fcolopendra  likewife  torments  tlie  inhabitants  of  this  country,  and  affedls 
thofe  on  whom  it  fixes  with  burning  pains.  This  infcft  fixes  all  its  feet  in  the  flclh,  fo 
that  it  is  impollilile  to  rid  one's  lelf  of  it  otherwiie  than  by  fuccelhvely  burning  all  the 
parts  aifeded  with  a  hot  iron.  The  cuttle  filh  is  dangerous  to  fwimmers  and  divers, 
of  whom  it  lays  liold  with  its  long  claws.  Thefe  do  not  wound,  but  produce  fwelling, 
internal  pains,  and  often  an  incipient  paralyfis. 

Among  the  Tenebriones  is  one  fpecies  which  deftroys  reeds.  Probably  this  fmall 
jnfcft  attacks  likewife  the  llalks  of  corn,  in  which  is  obferved  a  farina,  which  fcrves  to 
diffufe  the  eggs  of  tl.is  infect  through  houfes.  This  little  animal  is  therefore  one  of  the 
moft  troublefome  infedts  in  the  country.  The  women  of  Arabia  and  Turkey  make  ufe 
of  another  tenebrio,  which  's  found  among  the  filth  of  gardens.  As  plumpnefs  is  thought 
a  beauty  in  the  Kalt,  the  women,  in  order  to  obtain  this  beauty,  fwallow,  every  morning 
and  every  evening,  three  of  thofe  infects  fried  in  butter.  The  Red  Sea  is  full  of  marine 
infeits  ;  Priapi,  Salha,  Fiftulares,  Medufa,  i^c.  Mr.  Forlknl  became  more  and  more 
convinced,  in  the  courfe  of  his  obfervations,  that  the  immenfe  numbers  of  thele  animals 
contribute  to  produce  the  refulgence  which  is  perceived  at  night  in  fea  water.  I'his 
infect  feemsto  be  an  animated  phofphoric  body. 

We  obferved  a  great  manv  crabs,  fome  of  which  were  fpecies  peculiar  to  the  Arabic 
Gulph.  The  fliells  are  not  lefs  numerous  ;  and  fome  of  them  of  rare  fpecies.  The 
moil  beautiful  is  a  Pinna,  the  colours  of  which  are  fuperb  ;  but  this  ihell  is  very  brittle. 
The  inhabitants  avail  not  themfe!ve.s  of  this  plenty  of  marine  produftions,  which  might 
aiiord  them  excellent  food.  Mulfuimans  in  general  eat  very  little  tiih,  and  appear  to 
have  a  particular  averfion  for  crabs  and  Ihell  filh.  On  the  contrary,  the  oriental 
Chriflians,  who  are  confined  to  long  and  rigid  falls,  make  up  to  themfelves  for  their 
abllinence  from  flefli,  by  the  frequent  ufe  of  fuch  meats  as  thefe.  At  Suez,  the  Copts 
live  almolt  entirely  on  fliell  fifh. 

I  have  already  had  occafion  to  fpcak,  in  the  courfe  of  my  travels,  of  the  aflonifhing 
niafs  of  works  formed  by  marine  infeCts  ;  namely,  the  immenfe  banks  of  coral  border- 
ing, and  almoll  filling  up  the  Arabic  Gulph.  Great  part  of  the  houfes  in  the  Tehama 
are  ol  coral  rock.  Mr.  Forikal  ufed  to  look  upon  every  Arabic  houfe  as  a  cabinet  of 
natural  hiltory,  as  rich  in  corals  as  anv  fuch  cabinet  in  Europe.  The  reader  may 
therefore  conceive  with  himfelf  w  hat  a  variety  of  madrepores  and  millepores  are  to  be 
met  with  in  thefe  leas.  Some  are  fo  curious  as  to  tempt  us  conftantly  to  take  fpecimens 
of  them  ;  but  then  their  bulk  renders  it  impofiible  to  carry  thefe  away.  Thefe  coral 
rocks,  rifing  fometimes  ten  fathoms  above  the  furface  of  the  fea,  are  foft  under  the 
waters  ;  And  hence,  being  eafily  wrought,  they  are  preferred  to  all  other  ftones  for  the 
purpofes  of  building. 

Chap. 
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Chap.  CXLI.  —  The  Common  and  Rare  Plants. 

ARABIA,  by  its  fituation,  as  has  been  already  remarked,  partakes  of  the  advan^ 
tages  equally  of  hot  and  of  temperate  climates.  In  the  higher  parts  of  this  country, 
therefore,  are  found  plants  common  to  it  with  the  northern  parts  of  Europe  and  Afia. 
The  plains,  on  the  contrary,  produce  vegetables  which  are  to  be  met  with  in  India  and 
in  Africa.  It  is,  however,  probable,  that  many  of  thefe  laft  plants  had  been  introduced 
into  Arabia  by  the  Banians  from  their  ancient  country. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that,  where  there  are  in  Europe  various  fpecies  of  any  genus 
of  plants,  the  fpccies  of  the  fame  genus  to  be  found  in  Arabia  are  almofl  all  new,  and 
have  accordingly  been  defcribed  by  Mr.  Forfkal  for  the  firft  time.  The  cafe  is  not  the 
fame  in  refpecl  to  the  plants  common  to  Arabia  with  India  ;  moft  of  thefe  are  equally 
to  be  found  in  both  countries.  The  indigenous  plants  of  Arabia  have  been  hitherto  fo 
little  known,  that  Mr.  Forfkal  was  obliged  to  form  no  fewer  than  thirty  new 
genera;  not  to  fpeak  of  the  doubtful  fpecies,  which  he  durft  hardly  arrange  under 
known  genera. 

Of  the  800  plants  defcribed  by  my  late  friend,  I  fliall  content  myfclf  with  fpeaking 
of  afmall  number  remarkable  for  their  novelty  or  utility.  The  firlt  place  is,  no  doubt, 
due  to  thofe  which  are  ufed  for  food.  I  have  already  had  occafion  to  name  fome  of 
them  in  my  account  of  the  Arabian  agriculture.  The  Arabians  cultivate  wheat,  barley, 
and  durra,  (Holcus  Einn.)  The  latter  grain,  forgo,  or  great  millet,  fccms  to  be  a 
native  of  Arabia,  for  feveral  wild  fpecies  of  it  are  here  to  be  found,  on  which  the  birds 
feed.  1  hat  which  is  cultivated,  in  order  to  attain  full  maturity,  requires  confiderable 
warmth,  and  upon  a  good  foil  grows  to  a  great  height. 

The  Arabians  cultivate  feveral  pot  herbs,  of  the  lame  nature  as  ours  ;  fuch  as  lettuces, 
of  which  there  is  alfo  a  wild  fort  which  is  not  ufed ;  fpinnach  ;  the  carrot  (Daucus, 
Einn.)  ;  a  very  delicate  fort  of  purflain  with  fharp  leaves;  a  fort  of  raddifli,  of  which 
only  the  leaves  are  eaten  ;  water  creifes ;  and  above  all,  great  variety  of  gourds, 
cucumbers,  pumpkins,  and  melons.  Of  pumpkins  and  melons,  feveral  forts  grow 
naturally  in  the  woods,  and  ferve  for  feeding  camels.  But  the  proper  melons  are 
planted  in  the  fields,  where  a  great  variety  of  them  is  to  be  found,  and  in  fuch  abundance, 
that  the  Arabians  of  all  ranks  ufe  them,  for  fome  part  of  the  year,  as  their  principal 
article  of  food.  They  afford  a  very  agreeable  liquor.  When  the  fruit  is  nearly  ripe, 
a  hole  is  pierced  into  the  pulp  ;  this  hole  is  then  (lopped  with  wax,  and  the  melon  left 
upon  the  llalk  ;  within  a  few  days  the  pulp  is,  in  confequence  of  this  procefs,  converted 
into  a  delicious  liquor. 

The  pot  herbs  which  arc  natives  of  India,  but  are  now  cultivated  or  naturalifed  in 
Arabia,  are, — Sida,  rcfembling  our  mallows ;  Hibifcus,  refembling  mallows  alfo,  but 
of  which  only  one  fpecies  is  proper  to  be  eaten  ;  Juflia;a,  nearly  like  the  Eyfimachia  ; 
Acanthus,  a  beautiful  fpecies  ;  and  Bunias,  fomewhat  like  our  cabbages ;  the  leaves 
of  thefe  plants  are  boiled.  There  are  other  Indian  plants  whofe  leaves  the  Arabians 
eat  raw,  and  by  way  of  fallad,  fuch  as  Cleomc,  not  unlike  muflard  ;  Stapelia,  and  Do- 
lichos,  a  fort  of  bean,  of  which  I  ffiali  hereafter  have  occafion  to  fpeak. 

'l"here  are  alfo  fome  leguminous  vegetable-;  peculiar  to  the  country,  which  require  no 
culture.  Such  are  Corchorus,  and  the  plant  like  our  mallows ;  Sivlanthus,  a  new 
plant  like  the  Salix  Calaf,  the  leaves  of  which,  when  boiled,  have  a  ple.\fing  acid  taflc  ; 
laltly,  the  celebrated  Colocafia,  (Arcem  Colocafia,  Einn.),  of  i\hich  the  Egyptians 
have  always  made  great  ufe,  and  which  grows  in  abundance  in  all  marlliy  places  in 
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Nor  is  tlicre  in  Arabia  any  v\-ant  of  vegetables  didinpuiflied  by  t'\c  beauty  of  their 
flowers,  and  tlieir  fragrant  fmcll.  The  odoriferous  herbs,  of  which  wc  have  alfo  fpecies, 
are  lavender,  marjorum,  the  Uly,  and  foine  pinlcs.  But  the  nioft  fragrant,  and  thofe 
which  produce  the  fincft  flowers,  are  plants  common  to  Arabia  and  India.  Thofe  valued 
for  their  perfume  are  Ocymum,  the  mod  beautiful  fpecies  of  the  bafilic  ;  Imula,  a  very 
odoriferous  fort  of  clicampane,  a  native  of  India  ;  Cacalia,  from  the  heart  of  Africa  ; 
and  Dianthera,  a  plant  as  yet  but  little  known,  of  which  Mr,  Forn;al  difcovered  eight 
fpecies.  In  the  fandy  defarts  grows  a  plant  of  a  new  genus,  named  Moicharia,  by  my 
'friend,  on  account  of  its  mulky  fmell.  The  plants  of  Indian  origin  which  afford  the 
fined  flowers,  are,  Ipomrea,  a  plant  like  the  rope  weed ;  Pancraticum,  called  by  us  the 
fea  dafl'odil,  a  flower  of  the  pureft  white  colour  ;  and  llibifcus,  a  fpecies  different  from 
the  leguminous  Hibifcus,  a  flower  of  the  brightefl  red  colour,  and  Angularly  large.  Thefe 
flowers,  agreeable  by  their  form  or  perfume,  are  far  from  being  indifierent  objccT:s  to  the 
Arabian  peafantry,  who  retain  the  ancient  cufl.om  of  crowning  themfelves  with  flowers  on 
days  of  joy  and  feftivity. 

Various  Arabian  plants  are  ufed  as  materials  for  the  arts,  and  for  purpofes  of  economy. 
An  ill  looking  herb,  like  orache,  and  which  Mr.  Forfkal  ranked  as  a  diflinct  genus,  by 
the  name  of  Sua;da,  affords  abundance  of  an  alkaline  fait,  excellent  for  whitening 
linen,  and  ufed  by  the  common  people,  inflead  of  foap,  which  is  very  dear  in  Arabia. 
Of  a  particular  fort  of  rufli,  the  Arabians  work  carpets  fo  fine,  that  the  exportation  of 
them  to  other  countries,  and  even  as  far  as  Conftantinople,  forms  a  confiderable  branch 
of  trade  to  the  people  who  live  on  the  borders  of  the  Red  Sea.  Two  plants,  natives  of 
India,  and  of  the  interior  parts  of  Africa,  which  have  become  very  common  in  Arabia, 
namely,  Dolchis  and  Glycyne,  and  refembling  French  beans,  produce  fuch  beautiful 
beans  that  they  are  ftrung  into  necklaces  and  bracelets,  which  are  highly  efteemed. 
The  bean  of  the  Glycyne  is  generally  known  by  the  name  of  the  black  bean  of  Abyffmia. 
The  indigo  flirub  (Indigofero,  Linn.)  is  cultivated  through  all  Arabia,  blue  being  the 
favourite  colour  of  the  xVrabians.  Several  wild  fpecies  of  this  plant  grow  very  gene- 
rally over  the  country.  We  were  told,  that,  in  a  fcarcity  of  this  plant,  the  Arabians 
knew  how  to  extract  indigo  from  a  fpecies  of  Polygala.  The  common  Kali  (Salfola, 
Linn.)  grows  in  great  plenty  along  the  Arabic  Gulph,  and  in  theiflcs.  Were  the  Ara- 
bians  capable  of  induftry,  they  might  make  fugar  for  themfelves,  as  the  cane  grows  in 
their  country  in  its  full  perfection  ;  they  content  themfelves  with  eating  it  raw  without 
even  fqueezing  out  the  juice. 

Through  alniofl;  all  Arabia,  a  fort  of  Panis  (Panicum,  Linn.)  or  bulrufli  (Scirpus, 
Linn.)  is  ufed  for  covering  the  roofs  of  the  houfes.  Thefe  flend.er  coverings  are  fuffi. 
cient  in  countries  where  riiins  are  unfrequent. 

Gne  plant,  although  not  a  native  of  Arabia,  merits  notice  in  this  place,  on  account . 
of  the  difcoverv  made  by  Mr.  Forfl-^al  of  an  economical  fecret  amone;  the  Arabians  in 
■'■'5)P5'  '"  ^y'llv;ll  u  IS  concerned.  That  country,  in  which  the  water  is  generally  bad, 
has,  from  time  immemorial,  ufed  for  drinking  a  fort  of  beer  different  in  its  nature  from 
that  ufed  in  tl'.e  north.  They  told  us  they  could  neither  brew  this  beer,  rior  give  it 
an  agreeable  tan:e,  without  the  ufe  of  a  grey  herb,  called  Schasbe,  an  inf'ufion  of  which 
was  mixed  with  a  certain  quantity  of  meal,  in  order  to  form  leaven  for  the  fermentation 
both  of  bread  and  beer.  Upon  feeing  a  fpecimen  of  that  herb,  my  friend  and  I  per- 
ceived it  to  be  the  Lichen  of  the  plum  tree,  a  native  of  the  ifles  of  the  Arcliipelago, 
whence  ft veral  fliip-ladin;.;s  of  it  are  annually  brought  to  Alexandria. 

Mccdcws  are  rare,  end  not  rich  ir  he  t  countries;  in  Arabia,  therefore,  there  are  net 
many  pldi.is  for  forage.     Horned  cattle  are  not  common  here,  and  are  ill  fed,  and  their 
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flefli  is  confequently  ill  tafted.  Animals  of  a  nature  fuitablc  to  the  climate,  fuch  as 
camels  and  alTes,  are,  as  I  have  already  mentioned,  content  with  the  dritft  and  hardefl 
fare.  We  have  feen  camels  eat  of  a  fpecics  of  Euphorbia,  after  it  had  received  feme 
Kttle  preparation  in  a  hole  dug  in  the  earth.  This  animal  alfo  browfes  on  the  dry  and 
prickly  herbs  and  Jhrubs  of  the  defart,  fuch  as  the  Zygophyllum,  Hcdvrarum,  Colulea, 
Sec.  The  Mefembryanthcma,  fuccuient  herbs,  afford  another  refource  to  the  animals 
of  the  fandy  plains.  The  Bedouins  likewife  prepare,  of  the  grain  of  a  fpecics  of 
Mefembryanthemum,  a  fort  of  bread,  which  they  eat  as  readily  as  wheat  broad.  The 
afs  eats  even  a  fpecies  of  Scorfoner-j,  fo  rough  and  bitter,  that  even  the  camel 
refufes  it. 

All  fimple  nations  ufe  for  remedies  vegetables,  of  the  virtues  of  which  they  have 
a  traditionary  knowledge.  The  Arabians  have  alfo  medicines  of  this  kind,  v.hich  they 
have  ufed  fro:n  time  immemorial,  with  a  degree  of  fuccefs  of  which  indeed  a  Itrangcr 
can  never  be  abfolutely  certain.  I  need  fay  nothing  of  plants  fo  well  known  as  aloes 
and  euphorbia.  In  Ajabia,  the  dilTerent  fpecies  of  the  latter  of  thefe  plants  are  fo 
numerous,  that  Arabia  may  certainly  be  regarded  as  its  native  country.  In  hot  countries 
counter  poifons  are  highly  efteemed,  on  account  of  the  number  of  venomous  hearts 
with  which  fuch  countries  are  infcRed.  By  long  experience,  the  inhabitants  of  thofe 
f  oimtries  have  learned  what  plants  are  falutary  to  man,  and  noxious  to  the  venomous 
animals.  The  Arabians,  however,  apj)€ar  to  be  ignorant  of  the  virtues  of  the  Ophiorr- 
lii7:a,  which  is  very  common  on  their  hills.  But  they  value  highly  the  Ariftolochia 
femper  virens,  which  they  confidcr  not  oidy  as  a  remedy,  but  as  a  prefervativc  too, 
againll  the  bite  of  ferpents.  In  their  opinion,  a  man  who,  for  forty  days,  drinks  the 
dccoftion  of  this  herb,  is  in  no  future  danger  of  being  bitten  by  thofe  venomous  animals. 
Although  the  grounds  of  this  opinion  do  not  fully  appear,  yet  it  feems  probable,  that 
the  jugglers,  who  expofe  themfelves  fo  daringly  to  be  bitten  by  ferpents,  have  fome 
fecret  by  which  they  preferve  themfelves  from  fuiTering  by  their  bites.  The  prickly 
caper  tree  is  alfo  efteemed  an  excellent  antidote  againft  poifons  of  all  kinds. 

Among  the  new  genera  of  plants  difcovered  by  Mr.  Forlkal,  feveral  are  particularly 
curious  ;  Caydbeja,  called  by  Sir  Charles  Linnaeus,  Foril:alea,  in  honour  of  my  deceafcJ 
friend,  grows  in  the  drieft  places  of  the  country.  It  has  fmall  feelers,  with  which  it 
fixes  itfelf  fo  tenacioufly  upon  ftufls  and  other  fmooth  bodies,  that  it  is  torn  in  pieces 
before  it  can  be  removed.  The  \'olutella  is  a  very  extraordinary  plant ;  being  properly 
a  long  (lender  thread,  without  root  or  leaves,  which  intwines  itfelt  about  trees.  It  bears, 
however,  a  fort  of  flower,  and  berries,  which  are  eaten  by  children.  The  Polycophalos, 
which  refembles  the  thidle,  has  at  a  diflancc  the  appearance  of  a  loofe  heap  of  balls, 
each  of  which  inclofes  a  parcel  of  flowers.  The  Nerium  obefum,  a  fort  of  laurel-rofe. 
Is  remarkable  for  a  fingular  bulb,  clofe  to  the  earth,  and  of  the  fize  of  a  man's  head, 
which  forms  all  its  trunk,  and  out  of  which  the  branches  fpring. 

Reeds  arc  fo  common  about  the  Arabic  Gulph,  as  to  have  procured  the  Gulph  the 
name  of  Jam  Suf,  or  the  fea  of  reeds,  from  the  ancients.  One  fpecies  of  this  vegetable 
is  particidarly  worthy  of  notice.  It  grows  with  a  vigorous  vegetation,  and  in  great 
abundance,  in  the  bath-w-atcrs,  in  the  diftrict  of  Ghobeybe,  where  it  rifes  to  the  height 
of  twenty-four  feet.  Thefe  long  foiid  reeds  are  an  article  of  commerce.  'I'hey  are 
exported  to  Yemen,  and  there  ufed  in  the  ceilings  of  houfes.  In  the  fame  dillrid  of 
jGhobeybe,  nearly  oppofite  to  Suez,  we  were  furprifed  to  fee  a  Conferva  growing  in 
the  bottom  of  the  htn  baths  of  llammani  Faraon,  the  heat  of  which  was  at  49  degree* 
in  Reaumer's  thermometer. 
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Chap.  CXLII.  —  Of  Trees  and  Shrubs. 

THE  fandy  plains  of  Arabia  are  almoft  deftitute  of  trees  ;  only  a  few  palms  are 
fcattered  here  and  there.  Forefls  are  to  be  fccn  only  in  the  Highland  provinces,  where- 
tJie  hills  retain  enough  of  earth  for  vegetation  ;  Ijut  even  in  the  Hij^hlands  are  rare. 
The  trees  in  thofe  forefts  arc  either  abfolutely  unknown,  or  at  leafl  different  from  our 
European  trees  of  the  fame  genera  or  fpccics.  The  principal  of  them  are  the  follow- 
ing, of  which  I  fliall  have  occafion  tn  fpeak  fomewhat  more  at  length  :  Sceura,  Tomex, 
Catha,  Cynanchum,  Masru,  Baska,  Haledi,  and  feveral  fpeciesof  the  fig-tree  unknown 
anion  ST  us. 

o 

The  Arabians  cultivate  feveral  of  our  fruit  trees.  They  have  pomegranate,  almond, 
apricot,  pear,  and  apple  trees.  Here  is  a  fpecies  of  pr?ar  tree,  and  a  corneil  tree  which 
aie  peculiar  to  Arabia.  The  Arabians  likewife  eat  the  fruit  of  feveral  of  our  flirubs, 
fuch  as  the  Afclepias  and  the  Rhamnus. 

Although  the  Mahometans  drink  no  wine,  the  Arabians  however,  plant  the  vine, 
and  have  a  great  variety  of  grapes.  They  dry  a  fmall  fort  of  grape,  called  Kifchmifch, 
which  has  no  ftone,  but  cnly  foft,  and  almoft  hnpalpable  feeds ;  and  of  tliele  grapes 
they  fell  a  quantity  to  their  neighbours.  They  aUo  make  from  nunt  a  iyrup,  named 
Dub,  which  they  find  a  pretty  lucrative  article  of  commerce. 

Several  forts  of  lemons  and  oranges  are  found  in  Arabia.  If  an  inference  may  be 
drawn  from  the  names  which  the  Arabians  have  given  them,  one  Ihould  fuppofe  that 
they  have  had  an  orange  tree  from  Portugal,  and  two  lemon  trees  from  Italy.  From 
common  oranges,  cut  through  the  middle  wliile  they  are  green,  dried  in  the  air,  and 
fleeped  for  forty  days  in  oil,  is  prepared  an  effence  famous  among  old  women  for  reftor- 
ing  a  frefh  black  colour  to  grey  hairs. 

The  Banians  have  transported  various  fruit-trees  from  India,  which  are  now  natura- 
lized in  Arabia  ;  fuch  are  the  Bannana-tree  (MufaLinn.) ;  the  Mangouflan  (IMangifera 
Linn.);  the  Papaya  (Carica  Papaya  Linn.)  ;  and  the  Ciffus  Linn.  Arabia  produces  the 
date  tree  ;  but  their  other  palms,  and  ei'pecially  the  Cocos,  feem  to  be  from  India. 

The  Indian  fig-tree,  (Ficus  varta),  although  now  very  common  in  Arabia,  is  per- 
haps not  a  native  of  this  country.  The  fingular  property  which  this  tree  poneffes,  of 
fpreading  itfelf,  by  means  of  filaments  fhooting  from  its  branches,  which,  when  they 
reach  the  ground,  take  root  and  form  new  trunks,  is  well  known.  Mr.  Forikal  faw  a 
dozen  fpecies  of  indigenous  fig-trees  in  Arabia,  which  are  not  mentioned  by  Linnaeus. 
Their  fruit  is  far  from  delicate  ;  feldom  eatable.  The  bark  of  one  fpecies  is  ufed  in 
tanning  leather.  Of  another  the  leaves  are  fo  rough,  that  they  are  ufetl  for  cleaning 
and  polifiiing  iron.     The  reft  are  only  fo  many  of  the  ufclefs  trees  of  the  foreft. 

The  tamarind,  which,  in  Arabia,  as  well  as  in  India,  is  equally  ufeful  and  agreeable. 
It  has  a  pulp  of  a  vineous  tafte,  of  which  a  wholefome  refrefliing  liquor  is  prepared. 
Its  fhade  Ihclters  houfes  from  the  torrid  heat  of  the  fun,  and  its  fine  figure  greatly 
-adorns  the  fcenery  of  the  country.  The  inhabitants  are  alfo  fond  of  raifing  over  their 
houfes  the  fliade  of  the  Indian  fig-tree. 

Arabia  appears  to  be  very  rich  in  indigenous  trees,  the  number  of  which  is  more 
than  proportionate  to  its  peculiar  herbaceous  plants.  But  great  trees  are  not  eafily 
removed  h-om  one  place  to  anotiier  ;  and  thofe  of  the  forefts,  in  the  back  parts  of  the 
country,  are  feldomer  feen  by  travellers  than  the  other  vegetables.  Hence,  it  is  no 
wonder  that  we  have  been  hitlierto  fo  ignorant  concerning  the  trees  of  Arabia.  More 
tlian  half  the  uew  genera  cla'TcJ  by  Mr.  Forfkal  comprehend  trees  only.     My  friend 
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h\v  likcwlfc  other  eighteen  trees,  the  genera  of  which  he  had  no  opportunity  of  afcer- 
taining ;  not  to  mention  a  great  many  others,  of  which  he  could  learn  only  the  Arabic 
name. 

Catha  is  one  of  thofe  new  genera  peculiar  to  Arabia.  This  tree,  which  is  improve- 
able  by  culture,  is  commonly  planted  among  the  colTce-flirubs  on  the  hills  where  thefe 
grow.  The  Arabians  are  accuftomed  conflantly  to  chew  the  buds  of  this  tree,  which 
they  call  Kaad ;  they  are  as  much  addided  to  this  praftice,  as  the  Indians  to  that  of 
chewing  betel.  To  their  kaad  they  afcribe  the  virtues  of  alTilling  digeftion,  and  of  for- 
tifying  the  conftitution  againft  infedious  diflempers.  Yet  its  infipid  tafte  gives  no  indi- 
cation of  extraordinary  virtues.  The  only  effects  we  felt  from  the  ufe  of  thofe  buds 
were  the  hinderance  and  the  interruption  of  our  ileep. 

Elcaya  and  Keura,  two  trees  famous  for  their  perfume,  are  not  known,  but  form 
two  new  genera.  The  former  is  common  on  the  hills  of  Yemen  ;  and  the  women, 
fteep  its  fruit  in  water,  which  they  ufe  for  walhing  and  perfuming  the  head.  The  fecond 
bears  fome  refemblance  to  the  palm-tree,  and  produces  ilowers  of  a  rich  and  delicious 
fmell.  Thefe  flowers  are  fold  at  an  high  price,  as  the  Keura  is  rather  a  fcarce  plant. 
But  one  little  knot,  if  preferved  in  a  cool  place,  will  long  continue  to  diffufe  its  odours 
through  a  whole  apartment. 

Children  eat  the  fruit,  which  is  infipid  enough,  of  a  large  tree  called  Oncoba,  and 
a  tall  fhrub  named  Maerua.  Both  thefe  too,  are  new  fpecics  difcovered  by  Mr.  ForfkaL 
Such  is  alio  the  Chadara,  a  large  tree,  and  the  Antura,  a  tree  of  a  fmaller  fize  j 
neither  of  which  has  any  thing  remarkable  to  diftinguifh  it,  except  its  wood  and  its 
novelty.  Culhamia,  a  large  tree,  alfo  unknown  to  the  botanifts,  has  nothing  but 
its  ufe  to  recommend  it.  Cadaba  and  Masfa  are  flirubs  which  have  nothing  parti- 
cular about  them,  and  might  be  paffed  over  in  filence,  had  not  Mr.  Forlkal  taken 
notice  of  them. 

Several  fhrubs  which  are  indigenous  in  Arabia  are  of  fome  ufe  to  the  inhabitants. 
The  fruit  of  a  new  genus,  named  Sodada,  is  eaten  ;  from  the  berry  of  another  new 
Ihrub,  called  Cebatha,  is  extraded  a  very  ftrong  fpecies  of  brajidy,  the  acid  tafte  of 
which  is  improved  by  a  mixture  of  fugar.  A  fort  of  that  falfc  phafeolus,  Dolichos, 
which  I  have  mentioned  in  fpeaking  of  the  plants,  grows  up  to  a  bufliy  fhrub,  lb  as  to 
form  hedges  in  a  fhort  time,  which  are  almoft  impenetrable.  Cynanchum,  a  new  genus, 
;s  a  (hnib,  of  which  the  wood  called  by  the  Arabians  March,  is  ufed  for  fuel,  as  it  has 
all  the  lightnefs  and  combuflibility  of  tinder. 

An  Arabian  tree,  famous  from  the  moll  remote  antiquity,  and  neverthclefs  but  little 
known,  is  that  from  which  the  bnlfam  of  Mecca  is  obtained.  We  found  one  of  thefe 
trees  in  the  open  fields ;  and  under  its  Ihade  Mr.  Forfkal  wrote  the  firll  botanical 
defcription  of  the  fpecies.  He  at  the  fame  time  named  it,  as  a  new  fpecies,  Amyris ; 
;i  name  which  has  fmcc  been  adopted  by  other  botanifis.  The  tree  has  not  a  beautiful 
apjiearance  ;  and,  what  is  furprifing,  its  qualities  are  not  known  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Y''emen,  in  which  we  met  with  it.  They  cnly  burn  its  wood  as  a  perRime.  I'he  wood 
of  a  fort  of  Amyris,  tailed  K;d"al,  is  exported  to  Egypt,  and  there  ufed  to  communi- 
cate an  agreeable  odour  to  pots  boiled  upon  it,  as  fuel,  which  afteds  a!fo  the  liquors 
contained  in  tliem.  The  Arabians,  in  the  remoter  parts  of  the  province  of  Hcdsjas, 
feem  to  be  better  informed  ;  for  they  colled  the  balfam,  and  bring  it  to  Mecca,  whence 
it  is  difiributed  through  the  Turkilh  empire,  where  it  is  in  high  eflimation.  Even  at 
Mecca  it  is  ditlicult  to  obtain  any  of  this  balfam  in  its  original  purity.  America  pro- 
duces alfo  fome  trees  of  die  genus  of  Amyris,  fo  that  tlic  value  of  the  ballaui-  ot  ^Jecca 
may  fall  in  time. 
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We  could  learn  nothing  of  tiic  tree  from  which  incenfe  diflils  ;  and  Mr.  Forfkal  does 
not  mention  it.  I  know  tliat  it  is  to  be  found  in  a  part  of  Hadramaut,  where  it  is 
called  Oliban.  But  the  Arabians  liold  their  own  incenfe  in  no  ellimation,  and  make 
uTe  only  of  that  which  conies  from  India.  Probably  Arabian  incenfe  was  fo  called  among 
the  ancients,  becaufe  the  Arabians  traded  in  it,  and  conveyed  it  fi cmi  India  to  the  ports 
of  Egypt  and  Syria. 

Senna  (CafEa  Senna  Linn.)  is  a  flirub  of  which  the  favourite  feat  feemsto  be  Upper 
Ec^pt,  and  that  part  of  Arabia  which  lies  oppoiite  to  Upper  Egypt,  on  tlie  other  fide 
of  the  Arabic  Gulph.  As  there  are  fevcral  fpecies  of  Caflia,  it  feems  probable  that 
the  fenna  imported  into  Europe  is  not  all  the  produce  of  the  fame  flirub.  The  differently 
figured  leaves  indicate  as  much.  That  which  we  call  fenna  of  Alexandria  grows  in 
great  abundance  in  the  territory  of  Abu  Arifch.  llie  Arabians  fell  it  at  Mecca  and 
Jidda;  whence  it  paffes,  by  the  way  of  Suez  and  Kahira,  to  Alexandria.  Senna,  and 
other  forts  of  caffia,  are  much  ufed  in  Arabia  in  vaiious  difeafcs.  Callia  Fiftula,  or 
black  callia,  mixed  with  a  little  rhubarb,  is  the  belt  remedy  known  to  the  Arabian 
phyficians  for  the  cure  of  the  Cholera  Morbus,  and  of  diarrhoeas,  which  are  in  hot 
countries  peculiarly  dangerous. 

I  have  already  had  occafion  to  fpeak  of  the  coffee-tree,  which  furniflies  the  Arabians 
with  their  bell  article  for  exportation.  This  fhrub,  which  is  at  prefent  reared  in  many 
green  houfes  in  Europe,  is  too  well  known  to  need  a  defcription  here.  The  Arabians- 
fay  that  it  is  a  native  of  Abyflinia  ;  and  feveral  travellers  affirm  that  they  have  feen  it 
in  great  plenty  in  that  country,  where  it  produces  berries  not  inferior  in  goodnefs  to 
the  coffee  of  Yemen.  What  renders  this  relation  the  more  probable  is,  that  the  fruit 
of  the  wild  coffee-trees  is  in  Arabia  fo  bad  as  to  be  unfit  for  ufe.  However  this  may 
be,  it  is  at  leaft  certain  that  this  ihrub  thrives  onlv  on  hills,  and  in  places  which  are 
cool,  and  not  deftitute  of  moifture.  For  this  reafon,  the  inhabitants  of  the  Highlands 
plant  other  trees  among  their  coffee-plants,  in  order  to  (hade  them  ;  and,  in  the  time 
of  the  intenfe  heats,  water  them.  It  ihould  fcem  then  that  the  Europeans  are  miilaken, 
in  fuppofing  that  this  flirub  (hould  be  planted  in  a  dry  foil,  under  a  torrid  iky,  and 
in  the  hottell  chmates.  This  millake  may  be  fufpefted  to  be  the  reafon  of  the  bad 
c]uali*y  o.f  the  American  coffee.  In  the  account  of  my  journey  through  Yemen,  I 
Lave  mentioned  the  countries  where  the  bell  coffee  is  to  be  found  ;  and  have  at 
the  fame  time  fpoken  of  the  extcnfive  trade  which  the  Arabians  carry  on  in  this, 
commodity. 

Their  profits  are  lefs  confiderable  from  the  cotton-tree,  of  which  they  have  two 
fpecies  ;  that  which  grows  to  a  flirub  ;  and  another  which  bears  red  flowers.  Almoft 
all  the  inhabitants  of  Arabia  are  clothed  in  cotton  cloth  from  India. 

Arabia,  as  well  as  Egypt,  produces  the  celebrated  Alhenna  (Laufonia  inermis  Linn.) 
the  leaves  of  which,  pulverifed  and  wrought  into  a  pafte,  form  a  cofmetic  which  is  in 
high  repute  through  the  eail.  The  wonie:i  of  tliofe  countries,  with  this  drug,  flain. 
their  hands  and  feet,  or  at  leail  the  nails  of  thefe,  of  a  red  colour  ;  which  is  yellowifli, 
or  deeper,  according  to  the  manner  in  which  the  powder  is  applied.  They  think  their 
charms  improved  by  this  painting  ;  and,  indeed,  it  may  by  contrafl:,  render  the  black 
and  yellow  of  their  complexion  lefs  difagrccable  than  they  would  otherwife  be.  This 
llirub,  in  its  fize  and  character,  has  a  refemblance  to  our  privets. 

'1  he  feniitive  plant,  of  the  genus  Mimofa,  is  well  known.  In  Arabia  are  feveral 
fpecies  of  this  genus,  all  either  trees  or  flirubs,  which  ferve  the  inhabitants  both  for  ufe 
and  pleafure.     One  of  thefe  trees  droops  its  branches  whenever  any  perfon  approaches 
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it,  feeming  as  if  it  faluted  thofe  who  retire  under  its  (hade.  This  mute  hofpitalitv  has 
fo  endeared  this  tree  to  the  Arabians,  that  the  injuring  or  cutting  of  it  down  is  ftrictly 
prohibited.  Another  of  theft;(Mimora  Selaml  produces  fplendid  tio\vers,  of  a  beautiful 
xed  colour,  with  which  the  Arabians  crown  their  heads  on  their  days  of  feftivity  The 
flowers  of  another  (Mimofa  Lebbex)  are  no  lefs  remarkable  for  a  fine  fiiky  tuft,  formed 
by  their  piftils.  Tlie  leaves  of  another  (Mimofa  Orfasta)  preferve  camel's  milk  from 
becoming  four,  fo  that  it  retains  all  its  fweetnefs  for  feveral  days.  1  he  fmoke  of  the 
timber  of  this  fame  tree  expels  a  worm,  which  fixes  itfelf  in  the  flc^i  of  the  human 
neck,  and  produces  .pileptic  fits.  This  fpeciesof  the  Mimofa  is  difperfed  through  Afia, 
Africa,  and  America  ;  it  is  well  known  that  the  fenfitive  plant  was  brought  into  Europe 
from  tiie  latter  of  the  fe  continents. 

At  Beit  el  Fakih,  Mr.  Forfkal  found  fome  fine  trees,  which  were  the  ornament  of 
the  place  ;  but  he  could  not  learn  either  their  name  or  their  country.  He  fufpects 
them  to  iiavt-  been  brought  from  India  by  the  Bramins.  But,  as  their  charafteriflics 
were  Jifr'='rent  from  thofe  of  any  other  known  fpccies,  he  has  claffed  them  in  two  new 
genera,  u;;  Jcr  the  names  of  Hyperanthera  and  Binectarium.  Thofe  trees  were  large, 
of  a  majeiHc  form,  and  covered  with  beautiful  flowers.  The  Cilfus,  perhaps  another 
native  of  India,  is  at  prefent  common  in  Arabia,  where  it  has  been  naturalized,  as 
well  as  the  Tomex,  a  great  tree,  the  properties  of  which  we  are  unacquainted  with. 
The  Ciflus  is  valued  as  one  of  the  beft  counterpoifons  ;  and  is  on  this  account  hekl  in 
high  eftimation  ;  it  is  the  Ciffus  Ilia  Linn.  A  fpecies  of  Glycyrrhiza,  or  liquorice- flirub, 
is  common  in  Arabia  and  India. 

Arabia  docs  not  produce  many  poilbnous  vegetables ;  yet  here  is  found  a  very  dan- 
gerous flirub  of  a  new  genus,  called  by  Mr.  Forlkal  Adenia.  The  buds  of  this  fhrub 
are  one  of  the  moft  violent  poifons,  if  dried,  and  given  in  drink  as  a  powder  ;  they 
have  the  fuddcn  effect  to  fvvell  the  body  in  an  extraordinary  manner.  A  fort  of  caper- 
tree  (Capparis  fpinofa  Linn.)  is  the  only  remedy  againft  the  effects  of  this  poifon.  I"hi3 
latter  fhrub  is  fo  common  in  Arabia,  that  the  antidote  is  alwavs  to  be  found  befide 
the  poifon. 

Mr.  Forfkal  likewife  enumerates  other  eighteen  trees  which  he  faw,  and  which  are 
indigenous  in  Arabia  ;  but  their  genera  he  could  not  determine.  Of  the  moft  part  he 
learned  the  Arabic  names,  and  of  a  few,  fome  of  the  properties.  In  Yemen  he  faw 
two  trees,  one  of  which  was  like  the  lemon,  the  other  like  the  apple  tree  ;  but  the 
inhabitants  themfelves  knov/  neither  their  names  nor  qualities.  Noemam,  a  tree  from 
the  coffee  mountains,  is  often  confounded  with  the  callia  tree.  Ba.>ka  and  Anas  are 
trees  very  common  in  the  Highlands,  the  juice  of  which  is  cnulfic  and  poifonous. 
Schamama  bears  a  fruit  which  taffes  and  fmells  like  a  lemon.  Gharib  Elbseke  is  a  tree 
on  the  hills  in  the  territory  of  Abu  Arifch,  from  which  dillils  an  agreeable  juice,  which 
affords  pleafant  morfels  to  the  birds.  Segleg,  another  tree  of  Abu  Arifch,  bears  leaves 
from  which  there  is  a  juice  cxpreffed  which  pafles  for  an  excellent  remedy  in  cafes  of 
weaknds  of  fight.  Sym  el  llorat,  or  the  poilbii  of  fifhes,  is  the  fruit  of  an  unknown 
tree  in  Arabia  Felix  ;  from  which  great  quantities  of  it  are  exported  by  the  ports  of  the 
Red  Sea.  It  is  ufed  in  fifhing.  Fifhes  are  fond  of  it,  and  fwallow  it  eagerly  ;  after 
vhich  they  float  in  a  flate  of  feeming  intoxication  on  the  furface  of  the  water.  This 
feems  to  be  a  fort  of  nux  vomica ;  which  is  alfo  obtained  from  the  weflcrn  coalfs 
oi  India. 

We  neglefted  to  inform  ourfelves,  in  Arabia,  concerning  the  produff  ion  of  manna  ; 
and  what  we  learned  from  a  monk,  in  a  convent  near  Suez,  was  a  monallic  legend, 
not  worth  repetition.     The  tree  from  which  ii:anna  is  obtaijied  in  Mefopotainia,  by  the 
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fliaking  of  its  branches,  is  an  oak,  as  I  have  been  credibly  informed  by  feveral  dilTorcnt 
perfons.  This  manna  is  white  and  faccharine.  But,  at  Bafra,  I  had  a  fpecimen  llicwn 
me  of  the  manna  Tarandjubin,  which  is  gathered  in  Perfia,  from  a  prickly  flirub  ;  it, 
as  well  as  the  former,  is  in  round  grains  ;  but  thefe  are  yellowifh.  As  Arabia  Pctrnea 
abounds  in  prickly  flirubs,  pofllbly  this  manna  may  be  found  alfo  there ;  although  in 
thofe  defart  places  it  cannot  be  very  plentiful.  Both  thefe  forts  of  manna  are  ufed  as 
fugar,  in  feveral  diflics  of  meat,  efpccially  paftry.  They  are  nourifliing,  and,  when  newly 
gathered,  have  no  purgative  qualities. 

The  cedar  grows  not  in  Arabia,  but  feems  to  be  a  tree  peculiar  to  Mount  Libanus. 
The  Arabians  have  little  wood  fit  for  building  ;  their  trees  are  mollly  of  a  light,  porous 
texture.  Sceura,  a  new  genus  defcribed  by  Mr.  Forlkal,  a  tree  that  grows  on  the  fea- 
Ihore,  is  fo  foft  a  wood,  that  no  ule  can  be  made  of  it. 

Chap.  CXLIIT.  —  The  Minerals  of  Arabia. 

IN  the  account  of  my  journey,  and  in  fpeaking  of  the  foil  of  Arabia,  I  have  already 
had  fome  occafion  to  mentbn  the  nature  of  thofe  (tones  of  which  the  hills  are  here 
compofed.  I  have  likewife  fpoken  of  the  maffes  of  bafaltes  between  Hadie  and  Kachma, 
from  the  upper  parts  of  which  pentagonal  fragments  are  from  time  to  time  detached, 
and  darted  down  into  the  vallics. 

Befide  calcareous,  vitriliable,  and  fand  fhones,  we  faw  alfo  a  ferruginous  fpar,  mixed 
with  brown  or  white  felenite,  almoft  tranfparent.  We  found  likewife,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Loheia,  a  blueifh  gypfum,  a  greyifli  fchiftus,  and  fplicric  marcaflitcs,  in  beds 
of  grit-ftone  ;  from  which  ftones  are  hewn  for  building.  Arabia  affords,  however,  ftones 
of  greater  value.  The  onyx  is  common  in  Yemen ;  and  we  faw  even  quantities  of 
thefe  Hones  on  the  road  between  Taoes  and  Mount  Sumara.  In  a  hill  near  the  town 
of  Damar  is  found  the  ftone  Ayek  Jemani,  which  is  in  the  highcil  eftimation  among 
the  Arabians.  It  is  of  a  dark  red,  or  rather  a  light  brown  colour,  and  feems  to  be  a 
fort  of  cornelian.  The  Arabians  fet  it  in  rings  or  bracelets,  and  afcribe  to  it  the  virtue 
of  flopping  the  bleeding  of  wounds  when  inllantly  applied.  Among  the  ftones  of 
Mokha,  which  are,  properly  fpeaking,  Indian  cornelians,  brought  from  Surat  to  Arabia 
and  Europe,  pieces  are  often  found  which  bear  a  perfect  refemblance  to  this  Ayek 
Jemani. 

I  could  learn  nothing  of  the  precious  ftones,  properly  fo  called,  which  are  fuppofed 
to  be  found  in  Arabia.  It  does  not  feem  even  probable  that  emeralds  were  ever  found 
here.  The  hill  which  has  been  denominated  the  hill  of  emeralds  is  in  Egypt,  on  the 
oppotite  fide  of  the  Arabic  Gulph,  and  forms  a  part  of  that  large  chitin  of  mountains 
which  arc  compofed  chiefly  of  granite. 

We  faw  two  little  hills,  confifting  almoft  entirely  of  fofiile  fiilt ;  one  near  Loheia, 
and  the  other  in  the  neighbourhood  ofliodeida.  Thofe  maffes  of  fait  are  piled  up  in 
large  tranfpai-ent  ftrata,  and  inclofed  in  a  crult  of  calcareous  ftone.  The  Arabians 
formerly  dug  up  this  fait,  but  the  galleries  of  the  mines  have  funk  down,  and  it  is 
now  nc'iletted.  We  were  told,  however,  th.at  foreifrn  veffels  fometimes  come  to 
lade  with  this  fait,  from  the  hill  near  the  ifle  of  Kameran,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Hodeida. 

Arabia  does  not  appear  to  be  rich  in  metals.  The  old  Greek  and  Latin  writers  go 
even  fo  far  as  to  aflert  that  it  is  abfolutely  deftitute  of  iron.  This  is  not  true ;  for 
grains  of  iron  are  to  be  fecn  among  the  fands  whicli  are  vvpflied  down  by  the  rains. 
Magnets  are  commonly  to  be  met  with  in  the  province  of  Kufma  j  and  at  Saade  are 
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iron  mines,  which  are  v/rought  at  prefent.  It  mud,  ho\vevcr,  be  confefled  that  tlie 
iron  of  Yemen  is  coarfe  and  brittle  ;  difadvantages  in  it  which  cannot  be  remedied. 
Bofides,  the  fcarcity  of  wood  makes  this  iron  dearer  than  that  which  is  brought  from 
diftant  countries.  For  this  reafon,  iron  is  a  commodity  which  ftrangers  can  always  dif- 
pofe  of  to  advantage  in  the  ports  of  the  Red  Sea. 

In  Oi.ian  are  many  very  rich  1  jad  mines.  As  this  metal  is  more  cafily  fufible,  the 
inhabitants  of  this  province  export  great  plenty  of  it.  This  trade  is  carried  on  from  the 
harbour  of  Mafkat. 

As  the  ancients  honoured  one  part  of  Arabia  with  the  title  of  Happy,  it  fliould  feem 
that  they  mull  have  afcribed  to  it  ail  ijoflible  advantages.  The  Greeks  and  Latins 
acordingly  make  ample  mention  of  the  immcnfe  quantity  of  gold  which  this  country 
produced.  In  remote  times  poflibly,  when  the  Arabians  were  the  fadors  of  the  trade 
to  India,  much  of  this  precious  metal  might  pafs  through  Arabia  into  Europe ;  but 
that  gold  was  probably  the  produce  of  the  mines  of  India.  At  prefent,  at  leall;,  there 
is  no  gold  mine  in  Arabia.  The  rivulets  bring  down  no  grains  ol  this  metal  from  the 
hills ;  nor  does  the  fand  fliew  any  marks  of  fo  rich  an  intermixture.  A  philofopher 
of  Loheia  ftrove  to  perfuade  us,  that  he  himfelf,  and  nobody  elfe,  was  acquainted  with 
fome  mines  in  the  country  ;  but  he  v/as  a  babbler  to  whole  ftories  we  could  not  give  the 
fii'j;hten:  credit. 

All  the  gold  now  circulating  in  Arabia  is  from  Abyflinia  or  Europe,  and  is  received 
in  payment  either  for  coffee,  or  for  India  goods,  which  are  ibid  at  Jidda  or  Mokha.  The 
Imam  of  Sana,  v/hcn  he  wilhed,  fome  time  lince,  to  itrike  a  little  gold  coin,  was 
obliged  to  melt  dovim  foreign  money  for  the  purpofe.  The  gold  which  pafl'cs  from 
Europe  into  Arabia,  confdts  ahnofl:  altogether  of  Venetian  fequins.  On  this  account 
fome  Arabians  afked,  if  the  Venetians  were  the  only  nation  in  Europe  who  had  gold 
mines.  Others  fancied  that  the  Venetians  were  in  poffeffion  of  the  philofopher's  ftone. 

Thefe  prejudices  and  popular  rumours  ferve  to  keep  up  the  old  partiality  ot  the 
Arabians  for  the  puriuit  of  the  art  of  tranfmuting  other  fubltances  into  gold.  An 
Arabian  no  fooner  meets  v/ith  an  obfcure  book  upon  this  fubject,  by  fome  pre- 
tended adept,  than  he  fets  him.felf  to  chemical  proceifes,  which  he  purfucs  as  far 
as  the  circumftances  of  his  country  will  permit.  I  have  already  given  the  flory  of 
.two  alchymifts  of  Beit  ^IFiikih  who  had  ruined  themfelves  by  refearches  into  the  art 
cif  making  gold.  This  tafle  is  very  general  in  Arabia;  mod  of  thofe  alchymical  en- 
thufiafts  think  themfelves  fure  of  fuccefs,  if  they  could  but  iind  out  the  herb  which 
pkbi  the  teeth,  and  gives  a  yellow  colour  to  the  flelh  of  the  ihecp  that  eat  it.  Even 
the  oil  of  this  plant  mult  be  of  a  golden  colour.  It  is  called  Hafchifchet  ed  dab.  I 
was  allured  that  it  is  common  in  the  vales  of  IMount  Libanus,  and  is  alfo  to  be  foimd  on 
the  high  hills  of  Yemen. 

VOYAGE    FROM     MOKHA    TO    BOMBAY. 

CiiAP.  CXLIV.  —  Departure  from  Mokha. 

THE  vefltl  belonging  to  IVIr.  Scott,  with  whom  we  were  to  take  our  padiige  for 
Bombay,  having  been  detained  for  a  confiderablc  time  at  Mokha,  we  could  not  leave 
the  city' till  the  23d  of  Augufl:  1763.  Although  MelTrs.  Cramer  and  Baurenfiind  were 
at  that  time  very  ill,  they,  however,  determined  n(  t  to  lofe  the  opportunity  of  leaving 
Arabia,  As  to  myfelf,  Iny  health  was  fo  far  re  eflablilhcd,  that  I  could  lixfely  venture 
upon  the  voyage  to  India. 

The 
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The  famous  ftrcight  of  Babcl-Mandel,  x^-hcre  the  Arabi<m  Gulph  joins  the  oc*an> 
and  where  we  arrived  on  tlie  fecond  day  of  our  voyage,  may  be  about  ten  German 
miles  in  breadth.  It  ii;  intcTf]jerfed  with  fmall  ifles,  of  which  that  ncareft  Africa  is 
called  Perim,  and  forms  with  the  African  continent  a  ciianncl,  through  which  fliips 
ufually  pafs,  notwi'hflanding  the  rapid  current  which  prevails  in  it.  In  the  fea,  be- 
tween Arabia  and  India,  there  is  generally  a  rapid  current  driving  to  the  eaft:,  with  fo 
much  violence,  that  it  is  impolFible  to  reckon  the  rate  at  which  a  (liip  runs  in  pafling 
here.  In  this  lea  we  met  likewife  with  north  winds,  fo  cold  that  we  were  obliged  to  put 
on  warmer  clothes. 

In  this  firll  part  of  our  voyage,  Mr.  Cramer's  health  fecmed  to  recover  daily  ;  but 
Mr.  Baureni^eind  grew  worfc  and  worfe.  He  funk  into  a  deep  lethargy,  and  died  on 
the  29th  of  Auguit.  The  defigns  of  this  artift,  of  which  1  have  publifl^ed  a  part,  luffi- 
ci/jnlly  befpeak  his  praife. 

Next  day  after  Mr.  Baurenfeind,  died  alfo  our  forvant,  ri?rggreen,a  Swede,  who  had 
made  feveral  campaigns  in  the  fervice  of  a  Colont-1  of  Hudars.  This  man,  who  was 
naturally  robull:,  and  had  been  inured  to  fatigue,  had  at  firft  laughed  at  the  idea  of  the 
hardfhips  of  a  voyage  to  Arabia  ;  but  he  funk  under  them  at  lalt,  as  well  as  Mr.  Cramer» 
as  I  Ihail  hereafter  relate. 

This  melancholy  fate  of  my  fellow-travellers  leads  me  to  recollect  the  fimilar  end  of 
two  learned  travell  is  into  the  ead,  which  deferves  to  be  made  known.  The  one  was 
Mr.Donatijwhowas  at  the  head  of  a  ibciety  of  learned  ltalians,fent  by  the  king  of  Sardinia 
to  travel  in  Afia.  Soon  after  their  arrival  in  Egypt,  this  fociety  quarrelled  among 
themfelves,  Mr.  Donati's  companions  returned  to  Italy,  and  he  proceeded  alone  on  the 
journey,  attended  only  by  a  young  iiUerpreter  from  Kahira,  and  an  Italian  fervant.  He 
went  by  Damafcus  to  Bal'ra,  in  order  to  find  an  opportunity  of  palling  on  to  India.  But, 
being  naturally  impatient,  and  weary  of  waiting  for  an  European  velTel,  he  embarked 
on  board  a  fmall  o])en  ft  iff,  in  which  he  purpofed  to  proceed  to  Mangalore,  on  the 
coart  of  Malabar.  The  fatigue  was  too  much  for  him  ;  and  he  died  on  board  this  veiTel, 
three  days  before  it  reached  India.  Before  his  death  ho  gave  money  to  his  fervants  to 
carry  them  home;  but  tliis  the  Italian  lohng  all  at  play,  in  defpair,  turned  Muflulman 
at  Mafkat. 

Mr.  Donati  was  well  qualified  to  make  the  mofl  of  fuch  a  journey  as  that  he  had 
undertaken.  His  knowledge  was  very  extenfive  ;  and  he  pofletred  all  the  requifite 
firmnefs  and  adivity  of  fpirit.  He  was  farther  polTeffed  of  a  flill  more  neceffary  quality, 
courage,  which  danger  could  not  fubdue,  and  of  which  he  gave  frequent  proofs 
in  Egypt,  when  attacked  by  the  Arabians,  who,  at  lad,  learned  to  refpeft  his 
intrepidity. 

This  philofopher  had  taken,  although  in  vain,  all  poflible  precautions  to  make  his 
papers  and  the  curiofities  which  he  had  collected  in  Egypt  and  Syria  reach  the  Sardinian 
court.  He  had  intruftcd  to  the  Ajabs,  wdth  whom  he  failed,  all  his  effefts,  begging 
them,  before  his  death,  to  convey  the  whole  to  the  viceroy  of  Goa,  who  would 
not  fail  to  forward  them  to  the  court  of  Turin.  I  met  with  one  of  thofe  men 
in  India,  who  told  me  that  they  had  faithfully  difcharged  their  commiflion,  and 
that  the  whole  of  Mr.  Donati's  efFe£ts  were  in  the  hands  of  the  Portuguefe  viceroy. 
In  1772,  however,  nothing  had  been  obt;uned  from  him  ;  and  I  know  not  if  any 
part  of  the  deceafed  traveller's  effects  has  been  yet  received  in  Italy.  It  was  in 
176-^  that  the  Arabs,  on  board  whofe  vefTel  Mr.  Donati  died,  were  on  the  coaft 
of  Malabar. 

The 
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The  Other  learned  traveller  to  whom  I  have  alluded,  was  a  French  phyfician  named 
Simon,  Wi.-ll  fkilled  in  natural  hiftory,  and  a  confiderable  proficient  in  albonomy.  He 
arrived  long  before  us  in  Syria,  and  was  well  receiv.'d  by  his  countrymen  at  Aleppo. 
Not  finding  leilure  enough  vviiile  he  was  among  thoie  Europeans,  to  prolecute  his  re- 
fearches,  he  went  to  Diarbekir,  in  the  hope  of  being  there  left  at  hberty  for  his  in- 
quiries, la  that  city  he  lodged  with  the  capuchins,  the  only  Europeans  in  the  place; 
but,  difgulled  by  the  mummeries  and  ridiculous  oblervances'  of  thofe  monks,  he,  in  a 
fit  of  defpiir,  refolved  to  become  Mufflilman. 

Although  the  Turks  make  much  of  an  European  phyfician,  Mr.  Simon  faw  himfelf 
negleftcd  as  foon  as  he  had  made  profeiTion  of  Mahometifm ;  juft  as  if  he  had  lolt 
his  ikill  in  his  profellion,  with  the  change  of  his  religion.  Becoming  weary  of  Diarbekir 
he  retired  to  Bagdad,  and  there  lived  by  the  fale  of  drugs,  and  the  practice  of  medicine! 
Still  retaining,  however,  his  taile  for  natural  hiftory,  he  continued  to  botanize  in  tlie 
adjacent  country  with  great  adivity.  A  Porr;an  Khan  in  the  neighbourhood,  whom 
he  had  refufed  to  vifil,  had  him  carried  off,  when  he  was  out  upon  one  of  his  botanical 
excurfions,  and  compelled  him  by  tlie  baltinado  to  prefcribe  for  him.  Mr.  Simon 
not  fucceeding  in  the  cure  of  the  Khnn,  was  again  baftinadoed,  and  imprifoned.  The 
fucceflbr  of  the  deceafed  Khan  being  likewife  fick,  and  learning  that  the  prifoner  was  an 
European  phyfician,  took  him  out  from  confinement,  and  entruilcd  his  healtii  to 
his  care,  ami  was  fortunately  cured  by  Mr.  Simon's  Ikill.  But  this  fuccefs  proved  only 
a  fource  of  new  misfortunes  to  the  ill-fated  philofopher.  His  new  mafter  refufed  him 
permillion  to  return  to  Bagdad,  and  carried  him  witii  him  in  all  his  campain-ns,  in  the 
late  civil  war  inPerfia.  In  one  of  thofe  expeditions,  an  enemy  furprifed  iheKlian,  and 
Mr.  Simon  was  flain  on  that  occafion,  with  his  mafter,  and  their  whole  party. 

The  palTiige  between  Arabia  and  India  was  formerly  thought  very  dangerous.  Ships 
were  carried  on  by  fo  rapid  a  current,  that  they  could  neither  keep  their  reckoning,  nor 
diftinguifli  the  coaft  during  the  rainy  feafon  :  feveral  were  conlequently  lofl  on  the  low 
coafts  of  Malabar.  Thele  misfortunes  have  ceafed  to  take  place,  fince  an  obfvirvatioa 
was  made,  which  has  been  thought  new,  although  Arrian  fpeaks  of  it  as  beiu"-  known 
to  the  ancients :  in  the  Indian  ocean,  at  a  certain  diflance  from  land,  a  great  many 
water  ferpents,  from  12  to  13  inches  in  length,  are  to  be  feen  rifing  above  the  furface 
of  the  water.  When  tliefe  ferpents  are  feen,  they  are  an  indication  that  the  coaft  is 
exadly  two  degrees  diftant. 

We  faw  fume  of  thefe  ferpents,  for  the  firft  time,  on  the  evening  of  the  gth  of 
September  J  on  the  nth  we  landed  in  the  harbour  of  Bombay;  and  on  the  15th 
entered  the  city. 

Chap.  CXLV.  —  Ofi/je  IJle  and  the  City  of  Bombay. 

THE  ifle  of  Bombay  is  two  German  miles  in  length,  by  rather  more  than  half  a  mile 
in  breadth.  A  narrow  chanu'l  divides  it  from  another  fmall  ille  of  little  value,  called 
by  the  Englifti  Old  Woman's  Itland.  Bombay  produces  nothijig  but  cocoas  and  rice  j 
and  im  the  fhore  a  confiderable  quantity  of  fait  is  colle.ted.  The  inhabitants  are  obliged 
to  bring  their  provifions  frt)m  the  continent,  or  from  Salfet,  a  large  and  fertile  in.uid 
not  far  from  Bombay,  and  belonging  to  the  Marattas.  Since  I  left  ludia,  the  Englifti 
have  made  an  attempt  upon  Salfet,  which  is  indeed  very  much  in  their  power,  and 
the  public  papers  fay  that  they  have  been  luccefsful.  I  know  not  whether  tliey  may 
be  able  to  maintain  themfelves  in  it  againft  the  Marattas,  wliofc  armic*  are  very 
numerous. 

VOL.  X.  DO  The 
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The  fea  breezes,  and  the  frequent  rains,  cool  the  atmofphere,  and  render  the  climate 
of  this  ifland  temperate.  Its  air  was  formerly  unhealthy  and  dangerous,  but  has  be- 
come  pure  fmce  the  Englilh  drained  the  marfhes,  in  the  city  and  its  environs.  Still, 
however,  many  Europeans  die  fuddcnly  here ;  but  they  are  new-comers,  who  fhorten 
their  days  by  a  mode  of  life  uni'uitable  to  the  climate  ;  eating  great  quantities  of  beef 
and  pork,  which  the  Indian  Legiflator  had  wifely  forbidden,  and  drinking  copioufly  of 
the  Itrong  wines  of  Portugal  in  the  hotteft  feafon.  They  likewife  perfill  obfUnately  in 
wearing  the  European  drefs,  which  by  its  ligatures  impedes  the  free  circulation  of  the 
blood,  and  by  confining  the  limbs  renders  the  heat  more  intolerable.  The  Orientals 
again  live  to  a  great  age,  and  are  little  fubject  to  difeafes,  becaufe  they  keep  the  body  at 
eafe  in  wide  flowing  robes,  abftain  froni  animal  food  and  ftrong  liquors,  and  eat  their 
principal  meal  in  the  evening  after  funfet. 

The  city  of  B-jmbay,  fituate  in  the  northern  part  of  the  ifland,  is  a  quarter  of  a  Ger- 
man mile  in  length  ;  but  narrow.  It  is  defended  by  an  indifferent  citadel  towards  the 
fea,  and  at  the  middle  of  the  city.  On  the  land  fide  its  fortifications  are  very  good. 
During  the  war  the  Eaft  India  Company  expended  no  lefs  than  900,000  French  livres 
a-year,  in  the  conftrudtion  of  new  works  for  its  defence  j  and,  although  thefe  works 
are  no  longer  carried  on  with  the  fame  aftivity,  yet  the  fortifications  of  Bombay  are 
ftill  continued,  fo  that  it  muft  be  in  a  fhort  time  the  mofl  confiderable  fortrefs  in  India. 
Befides  the  town,  there  are  in  the  ifland  fome  fmall  forts  funicient  to  protect  it  from 
any  irruption  of  the  Indians. 

In  this  city  are  feveral  handfome  buildings  ;  among  which  are  the  Direftor's  palace, 
and  a  large  and  elegant  church  near  it.  The  houfes  are  not  flat  roofed  here,  as  through 
the  refl;  of  the  eafl:,  but  are  covered  with  tiles  in  the  European  fafliion.  The  Englifli 
have  glafs  windows.  The  other  inhabitants  of  the  ifland  have  their  windows  of  fmall 
pieces  of  tranfparent  fliells  framed  in  wood,  which  renders  the  apartments  very  dark. 
In  the  eaft  it  is  the  fafliion  to  live  during  the  dry  feafon  in  chambers  open  on  one  fide. 
The  houfes  of  Bombay  are  in  general  neither  fplendid  nor  commodious  in  any  great 
degree. 

The  harbour  is  fpacious,  jfnd  fheltered  from  all  winds.  A  valuable  work,  which  has 
been  conftrufted  at  the  Company's  expence,  is,  two  bafons,  hewn  out  in  the  rock,  in 
which  two  fliips  may  be  at  once  careened.  A  third  is  now  preparing.  This  work, 
which  has  been  very  expenfive,  likewife  brings  in  a  confiderable  annual  return. 
Strangers  pay  very  dear  for  liberty  to  careen  in  thefe  bafons.  While  I  was  there  I  faw 
a  fhip  of  war  belonging  to  the  Imam  of  Sana,  whicla  he  had  fent  to  Bombay,  folcly  on 
purpofe  that  it  might  be  refitted. 

Chap.  CXLVI.  —  Of  the  Inhah'itanii  of  Bombay. 

THE  toleration  which  the  Englifli  grant  to  all  religions  has  rendered  this  ifland  very 
populous.  During  thefe  hundred  years,  for  which  it  has  been  in  the  pofleflion  of  the 
Company,  the  number  of  its  inhabitants  has  greatly  increafed  ;  fo  that  they  are  wovt 
reckoned  at  140,000  fouls,  although  within  thefe  twenty  years  they  did  not  amount 
to  70,000. 

Of  thefe  the  Europeans  are  naturally  the  leaft  numerous  clafs  ;  and  this  the  rather 
as  they  do  not  marry,  and  their  numbers  confequcnily  do  not  multiply.  The  otha: 
inhabitants  are  Portuguefe,  or  Indian  Catholics ;  Hindoos,  the  original  pofleflbrs  of 
the  country;  Perfians  fromKerman;  Mahometans  of  different  feds  ;  and  in  the  laft 
place  fome  Oriental  Chriftians.     My  journey  to  Surai  will  aifgrd  jije  occaiion  to  fpeak 

more 
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more  at  length  of  the  Hindoos  and  Perfians,  who  chiefly  inhabit  the  invirons  of  this 
city  ;  adding  the  obfervations  I  alfo  made  on  thefe  people  at  Surat. 

The  Englifli,  as  I  have  mentioned,  have  an  handfome  church  at  Bombay,  but  only 
one  Engllfh  clergyman  to  perform  the  fervice  of  religion  in  it ;  and,  if  he  (hould  die, 
the  congregation  would  be  abfolutely  deprived  of  a  paftor;  for  the  Company  have 
no  chaplains  in  their  Ihips,  and  entertain  no  clergy  in  their  fettlements  on  the 
coaft.  Wherefore,  when  a  child  is  to  be  baptized,  which  is  not  often,  as  the  Enghflj 
rarely  marry  in  India,  a  Danilh  miflionary  is  fent  for,  to  admlnifter  the  facrament  of 
baptifm. 

The  Catholics,  a  fcanty  remainder  of  the  Portuguefe,  and  a  great  number  of  In- 
dians, their  converts,  are  much  more  numerous  than  the  Proteftants.  They  have 
abundance  of  priefts,  as  well  Europeans  as  Indians,  w^ho  attend  their  ftudies  at  Goa. 
To  fupcrintend  this  herd,  the  Pope  named  fome  years  ago  a  bifhop  of  Bombay,  but  the 
governor  of  the  ifland  fent  him  away,  declaring  that  they  needed  not  Cathohc  priefts  of 
fo  high  a  rank.  The  Catholic  churches  are  decent  buildings,  and  are  fumptuoufly 
ornamented  within.  The  Jews  had  once  a  college  and  a  church  in  the  middle  of  this 
iiland.  Their  college  is  at  prefent  the  country  houfe  of  the  Englifli  governor.  And  the 
old  church  has  been  converted  into  a  fuite  of  aflembly  rooms. 

All  religions,  as  I  have  already  remarked,  are  here  indulged  in  the  free  exercife  of 
their  public  w^orlhip,  not  only  in  their  churches,  but  openly,  in  feftivals  and  procefhons, 
and  none  takes  offence  at  another.  Yet  Governm^nit  allows  not  the  Catholic  priefts  to 
give  a  loofe  to  their  zeal  for  making  profelytes.  AVhen  any  perfon  choofes  to  become 
Catholic,  the  reafons  muft  be  laid  before  government,  and  if  they  are  judged  valid,  he 
is  then  allowed  to  profefs  his  converfion.  The  priefts  complain  of  the  difficulty  ol  ob- 
taining this  permiflion.  They,  however,  have  confiderable  fuccefs  in  converfion  among 
the  flaves,  who,  being  ftruck  with  the  pomp  of  the  Romifli  worfhip,  and  proud  of  wear- 
ing the  image  of  a  faint  upon  their  breafts,  choofe  rather  to  frequent  the  Catholic 
churches  than  any  others,  and  perfuade  their  countrymen,  as  they  fucceflively  arrive, 
to  follow  their  example.  I  had  purch;dcd  a  young  Catholic  negro  at  Bombay,  who 
was  alio  born  of  Chriftian  parents,  and  intended  to  bring  him  with  me  into  Europe; 
but,  fearing  afterwards  that  the  Muft'ulmans  in  Perfia  and  Turkey  might  give  me  trouble, 
and  pretend  that  I  was  carrying  away  a  Mahometan  boy,  in  order  to  make  him  a 
Chriitian,  I  gave  him  away  before  my  departure  from  India. 

Chap.  CXLVII.  —  Of  the  Government   and  Power    of  the  Englif}   on  the   Coaft  of 

Malabar. 

THE  Englifli  Eaft  IndiaCompany  govern  their  fettlements  in  a  mode  of  admiiiiftration 
different  from  that  of  the  Portuguefe  and  Dutch.  Thefe  laft  nations  intruft  the  difpof;d 
of  all  places  to  the  power  of  a  fmgle  governor  ;  the  Portuguefe  to  the  viceroy  of  Goa ; 
the  Dutch  to  the  governor-general  of  Batavia.  The  conquefts  of  the  Englilh  are,  on 
the  contrary,  all  divided  into  four  independent  governments,  each  of  which  receives  its 
orders  immediately  from  the  Court  of  Directors  at  London.  The  feats  of  thefe  four 
governments  are,  Bombay  for  the  coaft  of  Malabar,  Madras  for  the  Corom:mdel  coaft, 
Calcutta  for  Bengal,  and  Bcncoolen  for  the  iffand  of  Sumatra. 

Although  independent  of  one  another,  the  feveral  Englifli  governors  are,  however, 
obliged  to  lend  one  another  mutual  aid  in  extraordinary  exigencies.  On  a  late  occafion, 
news  being  received  at  Bombay  of  an  infurrection,  the  council  of  Bombay,  without 
waiting  for  orders  from  the  Court  of  Diredorsin  London,  fent  troops  aiid  artillery  to 
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Calcutta.  Thefe  different  eftablifliments  are  all  governed  in  the  fame  manner.  All 
procefll'S  between  fubjefts  of  the  Company  are  determined  by  the  law  of  England. 

The  council  or  regency  of  Bombay  confift  of  a  governor,  with  the  title  of  prefidcnt, 
and  twelve  counfellors,  who  are  all  tncrchants,  except  tlie  commander  of  the  troops, 
who  held  lately  the  rank  of  major.  The  Company  have  of  late  made  fome  changes 
upon  this  arrangement.  The  prefident  mull  be  a  military  man  ;  the  comm.inder  of 
the  troops  is  a  brigadier,  and  has  a  voice  in  the  council ;  and  the  director  of  the  naval 
affairs  has  a  place  among  the  twelve  counfellors  who  were  formerly  all  merchants.  The 
other  fervants  of  the  Company  arc  factors  and  writers  of  dificrcnt  ranks.  Thefe  rife 
from  lower  to  higher  places  in  the  order  of  feniority, — even  to  the  ver^'  firlf  offices, 
that  only  excepted  of  prefident;  M'ho  is  nominated  by  the  Court  of  Dirr'Ci>jrs  in  London, 
The  ferv.mts  of  the  Company  are  fometimes  transferred  from  one  department  to  an- 
other. Mr.  Spencer,  a  very  intelligent  man,  who  was  a  counfellor  at  Bombay  when  I 
was  there,  was  foon  after  transferred  to  the  place  cf  firft  prefident  at  C  alcutta. 

The  prefident  of  the  council  of  Bombay  is  obliged  to  rcfiile  in  theiiland  ;  as  are  alfo 
thofe  counfellors  who  hold  the  ofiices  of  treafurer  and  infpeftor  of  the  Company's  Itores. 
The  ether  counfellors  are  fent  out  to  manage  the  ct>ncerns  of  the  Company's  tr:ide  in 
the  eftablilhments  dependent  on  the  government  of  Bombay.  In  my  time,  the  direftors 
of  the  trade  at  Surat,  Tellicherry,  Anjengo,  and  Bafra,  were  members  of  the  council. 
In  three  of  thefe  places,  the  Company  have  forts  ia  which  they  keep  up  garrifons  of 
fufBcient  ftrength.  Since  I  left  that  country,  the  Fuglifh  have  conquered  Baradfch,  a 
great  town,  north  from  Surat,  which  was  fubject  to  a  Nabob  of  its  own,  and  was 
formerly  the  feat  of  a  Dutch  fadtory.  A  counfellor  from  Bombay  now  refides  as  director 
in  this  city. 

Fadors  are  fent  to  the  inferior  fettlements ;  fuch  as,  in  the  province  of  Scindi,  the 
great  ciiy  of  Tatta,  the  feat  of  the  foveicign  of  the  country  ;  L;er  Bunder  ;  and  Schah 
Bunder.  Tlie  Company  have  likewif^  fadors  at  Abu  Sclitehr,  Cambay,  Onor,  Calicut, 
and  even  in  the  fort  of  Vidoria.  Tiiis  fort  Hands  on  a  great  river,  which  holds  its 
courfe  through  the  interior  country,  even  to  as  great  diltance^is  Puna,  the  feat  of  the 
chief  of  the  Mahrattas.  The  Engiilh  acquired  this  place,  wiih  fome  adjacent  villages, 
from  the  Mahrattas,  in  exchange  for  Geri,  a  fortrefs  once  belonging  to  the  famous 
Angria,  of  which  they  had  taken  poiftflion.  The  Company  expected,  that,  by  means 
of  this  river,  they  might  extend  their  trade  through  the  country  of  the  Mahrattas; 
This  projed  hviving,  however,  failed,  they  avail  thcnifelves  of  the  fort,  and  purchafe 
butcher  meats  from  the  Mahometans  in  the  neighbourhood,  as  the  Hindoos  about  Bonv 
bay  will  not  fell  their  cattle  for  fiaughter. 

Ic  is  for  the  benefit  or.  the  Company  to  fend  its  fervants  fucceiTively  to  different 
places,  before  they  are  advanced  to  the  firft  employments.  Fadors  thus  gain  a  kiiow- 
ledge  of  the  affairs  of  all  the  different  fettlements  fubjed  to  the  government,  of  which 
they  are  afterwards  to  be  counfellors.  The  Company,  however,  allows  but  very  mo- 
derate falaries  to  its  fadors  and  diredors.  But  they  are  permitted  to  trade  on  their 
own  account  in  India  only  from  Delegoa  near  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  to  China,  and 
northward,  as  far  as  Jidda  and  Bafia.  By  mear.s  of  this  extenfive  trade  chiefly,  do  the 
Dircdors  acquire  that  wealth  whicais  tlie  i'-ftoniriunent  and  envy  of  their  countrymen  in 
FAUope. 

Thefe  advantages  for  the  acquifition  of  wealth  in  trade,  are  referved  for  the  Englifh 
exclufively.  The  Company  admit  flrangers  into  none  but  the  military  department  of 
their  fervice.  In  it  they  muft  enter  the  loweft  rank  ;  but  advancement  is  pretty  r;.pid  ; 
for  their  mode  of  life  cuts  off  the  officers  very  faft.     At  Bombay,  I  faw  officers  from 
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various  nations  ;  chiefly  however  Germans  and  Swifs.  The  troops  are  well  paid  ;  but 
I  could  not  think  the  fervice  agreeable  ;  lor  the  writers,  who  are  more  direclly  in  the 
career  of  advancement,  look  upon  the  foldiers  witli  that  contempt,  which  monied  men 
commonly  think  themfelves  entitled  to  fhew  for  perfons  who  are  in  their  pay. 

In  the  government  of  which  Bombay  is  the  centre,  the  Company  maintain  fevcntecn 
companies  of  regular  troops,  confiiling  each  of  about  an  hundred  and  twenty  nicn,  with 
three  companies  of  artillery.  The  foldiers  are  moflly  Europeans,  except  fome  Topafes, 
or  Catholic  Indians,  drefled  in  the  European  faflii^  n.  At  Bombay  there  is  alfo  a  body 
of  three  tl.oufund  Sep('ys,  or  Indian  foldiers.  Pagan  and  Mahometan,  who  wear  their  own 
original  drefs,  and  are  commanded  by  their  own  officers.  Each  company  of  this  corps 
has  i'n  inferior  European  officer  to  teach  the  Sepoys  their  exercife  ;  for,  when  com- 
manded by  Europeans,  they  form  good  troops.  At  Surat,  the  Company  have  in  their 
pay  a  fmall  coips  of  Arabs  from  the  Perilan  Gulph,  who  are  in  fuch  high  reputation 
in  Ii;i);a  ior  their  courage,  that  every  Rajah  defires  to  have  fome  in  his  fervice. 

The  artillery  ot  Jb  jmbay  is  in  very  good  condition,  owing  to  the  care  of  a  Swede, 
whom  the  En't,lifh  fe:ii  out  m  1752,  .iiidwho  brought  with  him  a  company  of  gunners, 
whom  he  liad  raifed  in  Germany.  Bombay  was  thus  furnilhed  with  a  good  number 
oi  able  workmen,  chiefly  malons  and  carpenters.  Thofe  Germans  likewife  engaged 
many  of  their  countryman  to  leave  the  Dutch,  and  enter  into  the  Englifh  fervice. 

The  wliole  coafl  from  Bombay  to  Bafra  is  inhabited  by  people  addicled  to  piracy,  fuch 
as  the  Malays,  the  Si-ageries,  the  Kulis,  the  Arabs,  with  other  petty  nations.  It  might 
be  eafy  for  the  English  to  exterminate  thefe  pirates;  as  they  fliewed  in  1765,  by  pof- 
feiling  themfelvos  of  the  territory  of  the  Malayans ;  which,  however,  they  foon  after 
ceded  to  the  Indians  for  a  round  fum  of  money.  But  it  is  the  Company's  intereil  to 
leave  thofe  plunderers  to'  fcour  the  feas,  and  hinder  other  nations  from  failing  in  the 
fame  latitudes.  The  Englilh  are  therefore  content  with  proteSing  their  own  trade ; 
for  which  )>urpofe  they  maintain  in  the  government  of  Bombay  eight  or  ten  fmall  fhips 
of  war,  with  a  number  of  armed  barks.  The  Indians  dare  not  travel  from  one  port  to 
another,  otherwife  than  in  caravans,  and  under  the  protection  of  an  Englifh  veflel,  tor 
which  they  are  obliged  to  pay  very  dear. 

The  Company  hnd  it  not  neceffary  to  pay  their  court  in  a  particular  manner  to  any 
nation  in  thefe  latitudes,  except  the  Mahrattas,  who  are  mailers  of  the  coafl  and  of 
the  ifles  about  Bombay,  and  by  confequence  in  fome  meafure  mailers  of  the  fubfifl- 
ence  of  this  fetdement  The  marine  force  of  the  Mahrattas  is  not  formidable  ;  but  they 
can  bring  80,000  cavalry  into  the  field.  This  refidue  of  tlie  old  Indians,  rttired 
among  the  hills,  ilili  retain  power  which  renders  them  formidable  to  the  Moguls.  The 
j.eai  Aiirengzebe,  to  ket-p  peace  with  the  Mahrattas,  granted  them  a  fourth  of  tl;e 
cuitonis  paid  by  feveral  provinces  ;  a  revenue  which  they  have  found  means  to  enlarge 
i'.iiLc  the  rife  of  the  laft  troubles  in  Indoflan.  They  ventured  to  attack  the  Englifh, 
in  a  time  of  peace,  and  in  1765  took  a  man  of  war  pertaining  to  that  na.ion.  The 
Com{>^:iy,  inflead  of  revenging  this  inlult,  thought  it  more  prudent  to  fettle  the  affair 
amici-bly.  Tlie  fovereign  of  die  Mahrattas,  who  is  a  Bramin,  as  are  alfo  his  principal 
oflcers,  refides  at  Puna,  a  great  town  in  the  interior  countiy.  He  farms  out  li.'j;  pro- 
vinces to  the  Bramins,  who  again  employ  undcr-fiu-mers  of  the'r  own  ca't.  Accord- 
ing to  accounts,  the  government  of  this  nation  is  good,  i.lthough  arbitrary.  JulUce  is 
impartially  adminilfered  ;  agriculture  and  nianufuchires  fiourilh  ;  and  the  countiy  is 
Very  populous.  The  Mahrattas,  altiiough  thoy  tlius  praftile  juffice  among  thentfetves, 
are,  however,  guilty  of  great  barbarities  iu  ti.uir  ire-juent  iucurfions  into  the  neigb- 
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boHring  provinces  under  the  government  of  Mahometans.  They  pillage  and  lay  wafle  all 
before  them  in  the  mofl:  cruel  manner. 

Chap.  CXLVIII.  —  0/ihe  Trade  of  Bombay. 

THE  permiflion  which  the  Company's  fervants  enjoy  of  trading  on  their  own  ac- 
count, appears  to  many  perfons  to  be  injurious  to  the  interefts  of  the  Company.  It 
mud  be  cpnF.'lfed  that  this  private  trade  is  liable  to  abufes,  and  may  on  certain  occafions 
prove  hurtful  to  that  of  the  Company.  Yet,  judging  upon  the  whole,  I  am  induced 
to  think  it  advantageous  alike  to  the  mafters  and  to  the  fervants.  A  liberty  of  trading 
on  their  own  account  infpires  fadors  with  fpirit  and  aftivity,  and  affords  them  means 
of  acquiring  fuller  information  concerning  various  branches  of  commerce.  Thus  is  the 
trade  in  general  benefited,  and  bufinefs  extended. 

A  recent  inflance  will  fhew  both  the  good  and  the  bad  fide  of  this  account.  In  tlie 
firfl  part  of  my  work,  I  have  mentioned  the  privilege  the  Englifli  enjoy  at  Jidda,  of 
paying  lower  duties  than  anv  other  nation.  Since  tlie  extenfion  of  their  conquefts  in 
India,  they  have  engrofled  almofl  the  whole  trade  of  the  Red  Sea;  io  that  few  fliips  from 
other  nations  now  reforting  to  Jidda,  the  cuftoms  of  that  city  have  confiderabiy  declined. 
The  Turks  and  Arabs,  not  daring  to  raife  thofe  duties,  in  violation  of  the  tenor  of 
their  treaties  with  the  Englifli,  contrived  to  make  the  purchafer  of  goods  imported  by 
Ihips  from  Bombay  pay  a  fecond  duty.  This  falling  ultimately  upon  the  Englifh  mer- 
chants, the  Company  complained,  but  could  obtain  no  redrefs.  They  then  threatened 
to  forfake  the  harbour  of  Jidda,  and  to  fend  their  fliips  ftraight  to  Sue;^.  The  Turks 
and  Arabs,  confidering  the  navigation  of  the  Arabian  Gulph  as  the  mofl;  dangerous  in  the 
world,  paid  no  attention  to  thofe  menaces. 

At  laft,  Mr.  Molford,  an  able  feaman,  determined  to  accomplifli  them.  To  this  end, 
it  was  neceflary  to  obtain  the  confent  of  the  regency  of  Cairo,  and  alTurance  of  good 
treatment  at  Suez.  Ali  Bey,  who  was  then  mafter  of  Egypt,  giving  himfelf  no  concern 
about  the  interefl;  of  the  Pacha  of  Jidda,  or  of  the  Sherriffeof  Mecca,  offered  theEngliih 
the  moft  advantageous  conditions;  hoping  to  derive  great  profits  from  the  Indian  trade 
running  in  this  new  channel.  Since  Mr.  Ilolford,  in  1773,  niade  a  fuccefsful  voyage  up 
the  Arabic  Gulph,  and  conducted  the  firft  Englifh  fliips  ilraight  to  Suez,  feveral  vefTels 
have  every  year  failed  from  India  for  this  port.  In  1776,  five  of  thofe  Englifli  fliips 
entered  the  harbour  of  Suez.  The  pafl"age  has  been  found  fo  fliort  and  convenient, 
that  the  regency  of  Bombay  now  fend  their  couriers  by  the  way  of  Suez  to  England. 
In  this  way,  they  receive  anfwers  to  their  difpatches  within  the  fame  length  of  time 
which  was  formerly  confumed  in  the  conveyance  of  their  packets  to  London, 

But,  this  change  in  the  conduct  of  this  trade,  is  not  yet  of  long  ftanding.  By  the 
diminudon  of  the  cxpences  of  freight  which  it  produced,  the  Englifh  reduced  the  prices 
of  India  goods  fo  confiderably,  through  all  the  Levant,  that  the  Company  no  longer 
found  fale  for  thofe  fluffs  which  they  had  been  accuftomed  to  fend  from  London  to  the 
Levant.  They  have,  therefore,  prohibited  their  factors  from  trading,  on  their  own  ac- 
count, from  India  Itraight  to  Suez.  But,  as  this  trade  has  been  once  opened,  the 
Company  might  fend  their  own  fhips  to  Eg)'-pt.  The  only  confideration  to  hinder 
them,  is,  that  of  the  inftability  of  the  government  of  Cairo,  and  the  frequent  difturbances 
which  render  Egypt  unfafe  for  the  merchant. 

All  the  EngUfli  fliips  for  India  fail  to  one  of  the  four  principal  fettlements.  Thofe 
which  fail  for  Bombay  are  commonly  five  months  in  their  paflage.     In  one  inflance, 
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the  voyage  Is  known  to  have  been  performed  in  three  months  and  eighteen  days.  Few 
of  thoie  fliips,  of  which  there  arrive  commonly  four  in  the  year,  return  to  Europe  im- 
mediately after  difcharging  their  cargoes.  They,  for  the  mofl  part,  make  firft  fome 
voyaige  to  a  difi'erent  fettlement,  as  far  often  as  China,  by  which  they  gain  confiderable 
freights,  when  the  governor  favours  them  fo  far  as  to  grant  them  his  ptTmiflion.  Each 
of  thcfe  fliips  was  formerly  to  take  out  40,000  crowns ;  but,  fmce  the  Company  have 
acquired  fuch  an  extent  of  territory  in  India,  they  have  no  neceffity  to  fend  ready  money 
from  London  to  their  fettlements. 

The  principal  article  with  which  the  fhips  from  India  are  freighted,  is  cloth  of  all 
forts,  which  is  fold  moftly  at  Bafra,  and  in  Perfia.  The  others  are  cochineal,  ivory, 
iron,  copper,  guns,  arms,  &c.  The  crew  of  thefe  fhips  carry  out  likeMifc,  each  man, 
a  parcel  of  goods,  on  his  own  account.  A  great  part  of  the  cargoes  of  thele  fhips  is 
publicly  fold,  foon  after  they  are  unladen.  The  Indian  merchants  gather  in  to  the 
fale  ;  and  the  goods  are  difpofed  of  by  auction,  to  the  highefl  bidder.  The  remainder 
are  carried  to  the  dependent  fettlements. 

The  fliips  return  to  Europe,  laden  with  pepper  from  Malabar,  faltpetre  from  Scindi, 
and  fluffs  from  Surat.  The  crews  carry  home  parcels  of  perfumes,  gums,  and  fpiceries 
of  different  forts,  the  produce  of  India. 

Chap.  CXLIX.  —  Antiquities  of  the  IJle  Elcphanta. 

'nilS  fmall  ifle,  fituate  near  Bombay,  belongs  to  the  Mahrattas,  and  is  inhabited  by 
an  hundred  poor  Indian  families.  Its  proper  name  is  Gall  Pouri.  The  Europeans 
call  it  Elephanta,  from  the  flatue  of  an  elephant  formed  of  black  fl;one,  which  ftands 
in  this  Ifland,  in  the  open  plain,  near  the  fhorc.  This  ifland  being  of  fmall  importance, 
the  Mahrattas  take  no  care  of  it  ;  and  the  Englifh  are  at  liberty  to  vifit  it  without 
paflports,  which  are  requifite,  when  they  go  to  the  ifle  of  Salfet. 

Several  travellers  mention  the  ifle  of  Elephanta,  and  the  Indian  temple  in  It  ;  but 
this  only  In  a  tranfient  manner,  and  without  feeming  to  have  known  all  the  importance 
of  thofe  remains  of  remote  antiquity.  To  me  the  temple  appeared  fo  remarkable, 
that  I  vlfited  the  Ifland  three  difi'erent  times,  in  order  to  draw,  and  defcrlbe  its 
-curlofities. 

It  Is  an  hundred  and  twenty  feet  long,  and  the  fame  in  breadth,  without  including 
the  meafurement  of  the  chapels  and  the  adjacent  clambers.  Its  height  within  Is  nearly 
fifteen  feet,  although  the  floor  has  been  greatly  r.iifed  by  the  accefllon  of  dull,  and  of  the 
fediment  of  the  water  which  falls  into  it  in  the  rainy  feafon.  The  whole  of  this  vafl 
ftrufture,  fituate  in  a  hill  of  confiderable  height.  Is  cut  out  in  the  folid  rock.  The 
pillars  fupporting  the  roof  are  alfo  parts  of  the  rock  which  have  been  left  {landing 
by  the  architect.  They  are  of  an  uncommon  order  ;  but  have  an  agreeable  enough 
etfea. 

1  he  walls  of  this  temple  are  ornamented  with  figures  In  bas-relief,  fo  prominent,  that 
they  are  joined  to  the  rock  only  by  the  back-  Many  of  thefe  figures  are  of  a  coloifal 
fize ;  being  Ibme  10,  fome  12,  and  fome  even  14  feet  high.  Neither  In  defign,  nor 
in  execution.  Indeed,  can  thefe  bas-reliefs  be  compiu^ed  with  the  works  of  the  Grecian 
fculptors.  But  they  are  greatly  fuperior  In  ele;j;ance  to  the  remains  of  the  ancient 
Egyptian  fculpturo.  They  are  alfo  finer  than  the  bas-reliefs  from  the  ruins  of  Per- 
fepolis.  No  doubt,  tJien,  but  the  arts  were  cultivated  by  the  ancient  Indians  with  better 

fucceis  than  is  coaimonly  fuppofed. 

Probably 


2o8  TRAVrLS    m    ARABIA,    BY    CARSTEN    NIEBUHR. 

Prob.ib!)'  thcfe  figures  mark  events  relative  to  the  mythnlofry  and  fabulous  hiftory  of 
the  Indians,  for  thev  feem  to  be  reprefentativc  of  gods  :ind  heroes.  But,  to  be  able  to 
uiidcriland  them,  we  ihoi'.Id  kno'.v  more  than  we  at  prefent  do  of  the  manners  and  re- 
ligion of  this  ancient  nauon.  The  modern  Indians  are  fo  ignorant,  that  I  could  obtain 
from  them  no  inforroaticMi  concerning  thofe  antiquities.  One  man  who  pretended  to 
explain  the  charader  of  one  of  the  brgeft  ftatucs,  allured  me  that  it  was  Kaun,  one 
of  their  ancient  fabulous  princes,  famous  for  his  cruelties  committed  upon  his  fifter'.'^ 
children.  The  (btiie,  whxh  is  in  other  refpedts  well  formed,  has  eight  arms  ;  an  em- 
blem of  power,  which  the  Indians  give  to  their  allegorical  figures. 

I  have  given  defigns  of  thefe  allegorical  figures  (in  the  larger  works),  which  will 
make  them  better  undcrftood  than  dry  defcription  can.  There  are,  liowever,  fomc 
particulars  about  them,  which  prove  the  ftability  of  the  manners  of  the  Indians,  and 
afford  points  for  the  compariion  of  ancient  with  modern  cuftoms.  None  of  thefe  figures 
has  a  beard  ;  and  all  of  them  very  fcanty  whilkers.  At  prefent,  the  young  Indians  wear 
all  whilkers ;  and  fuch  as  are  advanced  in  life  leave  commonly  the  whole  beard  to 
grow.  The  lips  of  thefe  figures  are  always  thick ;  and  their  ears  are  lengthened 
out  by  large  pendents ;  ornaments  which  they  almoil  all  wear.  Several  of  them 
wear  a  fniall  cord,  in  the  falhion  of  a  fcarf ;  a  mode  now  prevalent  among  the 
Bramins. 

One  woman  has  but  a  fingle  bread  ;  from  which  it  fliould  foem,  that  the  ftory  of 
the  Amazons  was  not  unknowTi  to  the  old  Indians.  Several  fipures,  as  well  mafculine 
as  remjnne,  have  one  arm  leaning  on  the  head  of  a  male,  or  a  female  dwarf;  from 
which  it  fhould  feem  that  thefe  monfters  of  the  human  fpecies  have  always  been  an 
object  of  luxury  and  magnificence  among  the  tallelefs  great.  Several  of  thefe  figures 
have  hiiir  on  the  head,  which  feems  not  to  be  of  its  native  growth,  but  is  perfeftly 
like  a  wig ;  fo  that  this  covering  for  the  head  appears  to  be  of  very  ancient  invention. 
The  female  bofom  is  always  perfectly  round  ;  from  which  it  feems  that  the  Indian 
fa/liion  cf  wearing  thin  wooden  cafes  upon  the  brealls  is  alfo  verv  ancient.  One 
woman  too  appears  bearing  her  child  in  the  fame  attitude  which  is  ftill  in  ufe  among 
the  Indians,  and  which  forms  thofe  children  to  Hand  firmly  upon  their  feet  and 
legs. 

The  head  drefs  of  thefe  female  figures  is  commonly  an  high-crowned  bonnet.  I 
have,  however,  obferved  alfo  a  turban.  Some  are  bare-headed,  and  have  their  hair 
at  Icafl  well  combed,  if  it  is  not  rather  a  periwig  they  wear.  Several  are  naked.  The 
drcls  of  others  is  more  nearly  like  that  of  the  moderns.  Some  of  the  women  wear  a 
cap.  In  many  places  the  handkerchief,  ftill  ufed  through  all  India,  is  obfervable  in  the 
hands  of  the  inferior  fi:jur<^s. 

In  fevei  al  parts  of  thcfe  bas-reliefs  appears  the  famous  Cobra  de  Capello,  a  fort  of 
ferpe".t,  which  the  human  figures  treat  with  great  familiarity.  Thefe  ferpents  :u-e  ftill 
very  ccmmon  in  the  ille  of  Elephanta,  the  inhabitants  of  which  are  not  afra:d  of  them, 
but  fay  that  th.-y  are  friendly  to  man,  and  do  no  harm,  unlefs  when  intentionally  pro- 
voked.    Certain  it  is,  however,  that  their  bite  is  mortal. 

On  each  fide  of  this  temple  is  a  chapel,  nine  feet  high,  confequently  lower  than  the 
principal  building.  The  walls  of  thefe  chapels  are  alfo  covered  with  bas-rehef  figures, 
on  a  fmall  >r  foale  than  thofe  upon  the  widls  of  the  temple.  Beliind  the  chapels  are 
three  chambers,  tiie  walls  of  which  difplay  no  fculptures  ;  their  ufes  I  could  not 
conj'-d'ire. 

Tl< ;  fmalleft  of  the  chapels,  having  no  fculptured  figure,  but  that  of  the  God  Ooimis, 
is  full  in  a  uate  of  neat  prefervaiion,  which  muft  be  owing  to  the  care^  of  t:  e  prefent 
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inhabitants,  whom  I  faw  repair  thither  to  perform  their  devotions.  Before  the  entrance 
into  this  chapel,  I  found  a  pile  of  fhapelefs  ftones,  newly  bedaubed  with  red  paint.  I 
fhould  fuppofe  that  the  modern  Indians  no  longer  adore  their  ancient  Gods,  but  have 
adopted  new  objefts  of  worfliip,  whom  they  reprefent  by  ftones  painted  red,  for  want 
of  more  artificial  ftatues.  In  many  places  through  India,  indeed,  may  be  feen  fimilar 
piles  of  red  ftones,  which  are  held  in  high  veneration  among  a  people  who  have  now 
almoft  entirely  loft  all  knowledge  of  the  fine  arts. 

The  reft  of  the  temple  being  perfectly  neglefted,  is  new  the  haunt  of  ferpents  and 
beafts  of  prey.  One  dares  not  enter  it  without  firft  making  feveral  difcharges  of  fire 
arms,  to  expel  thofe  creatures.  Even  after  ufing  this  precaution,  a  Dutchman  was 
once  in  great  danger  from  fwarms  of  wafps  of  a  peculiar  fpecies,  which  he  had 
roufed  from  their  nefts  with  his  gun.  In  the  hot  feafon  horned  cattle  refort  to  the 
lower  chambers  of  the  temple,  to  drink  of  the  water  which  is  depofited  there  during 
the  rains. 

As  little  is  there  any  hope  of  obtaining  any  information  from  the  prefent  inhabitants 
of  the  idand,  concerning  the  period  when  this  temple  was  built.  Thofe  good  folks 
relate  with  fimplicity,  that  a  number  of  ftrangers  came  one  night  into  the  ifland,  and 
reared  this  edifice  before  the  return  of  day-light.  Men  feem  fond  of  the  marvellous  in 
India,  as  elfewhere. 

On  a  hill,  at  a  fmall  diftance,  there  is  faid  to  be  another  temple.  Bat,  to  it,  there  is 
no  open  road  ;  and,  as  the  grafs  was  at  that  time  very  tall,  my  guides  would  not  ac- 
company me  thither,  for  fear  of  ferpents  and  wild  animals. 

Befides,  this  is  not  the  only  old  temple  remaining  in  India.  I  have  already  men- 
tioned thofe  in  the  ifle  of  Salfet,  three  of  which  ftanding  at  Kanari,  Ponlfer,  and  Mon- 
pefer,  have  been  defcribed  by  M.  Anquetil.  I  have  already  mentioned,  that  accefs  into 
this  ifland  cannot  be  obtained  without  a  paflport  from  the  Mahratta  governor  at  Tana, 
or  perhaps  from  the  fovereign.  Such  a  paflport  I  durft  not  aik,  for  the  purpofe  of 
gratifying  my  curiofity  as  to  the  temples  ;  as  the  Mahrattas  had  lately  feized  a  vefl'el, 
;uid  were  not,  even  then,  in  a  good  underftanding  with  the  Knglifli. 

Freyer  has  defcribed  the  temple  of  Dunganes,  and  Thevenot  that  of  Iloura,  both 
hewn  out  in  the  folid  rock,  like  that  of  Elephanta.  Near  Fort  Victoria  is  another 
very  large  temple,  hewn  out  alfo  in  folid  rock,  and  divided  into  twenty-five  feparate 
chambers.  One  perfcftly  like  this  is  to  be  found  in  the  vicinity  of  the  town  of 
Tcridfchanapalli. 

Thefe  monuments  of  the  ancient  fplendor  of  the  Indians  deferve,  upon  feveral  ac- 
counts, the  attention  of  our  men  of  karning.  We  go  to  fee  p}Tamids  nowife  v. orthy 
f>f  comparifon  with  thefe  pagodas.  It  would  require  more  labour  and  ikill  to  cut  out 
fuch  fpacious  apartments  in  rocks,  and  to  ornament  them  with  fuch  large  and  beautiful 
pieces  of  fculpturc,  than  to  raifc  thofe  huge  piles  of  foft,  calcareous  ftones,  which  the 
builder  found  ready  at  his  hand.  The  pyramids  appear  to  have  been  reared  by  the  toil 
of  barbarous  flavery  ;  the  temples  of  India  are  the  works  of  a  magnificent  and  en- 
lightened people. 

The  Indians  are,  befides,  the  moft  ancient  of  the  nations  whofe  hiftory  is  known, 
and  havebeft  retained  their  ancient  ufages  and  opinions.  We  know  that  the  inhabit- 
ants of  other  countries  in  the  eaft,  the  Greeks,  and  perhaps  too  the  Egyptians,  drew 
the  firft  clenients  of  their  knowledge  from  India.  It  may  farihtn-  be  prolumed,  that 
the  examination  of  Indian  antiquities  would  throw  new  light  on  thofe  opinions  and 
modes  of  worfliip  which  wcrc  by  degrees  ditfufed  through  other  parts  ot  the  ealt,  and 
VTJL.  X.  E  E  fprcod 
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fpread  at  lafl;  into  Europe.  Thefe  difcovcries,  again,  would  throw  new  light  on  the 
antiquities  of  other  nations. 

Thefc  hopes  are  the  more  plaufible,  as  thr  Indians  have  ftill  books  which  were  written 
in  the  moil  remote  limes,  and  of  which  the  language  is  at  prefent  underflood.  The 
books  might  explain  the  monuments  ;  and  the  monuments  again  might  fcrve  as  a  com- 
mentary upon  thofc  books,  and  the  hiftory  of  the  nation. 

It  were  to  be  wiflied,  that  fome  enlightened  fcholars  would  undertake  a  voyage  into 
India,  for  the  purpofe  of  inveftigatijig  its  antiquities.  But,  fuch  an  undertaking  is  more 
than  can  be  expcSed  from  any  private  perfun,  and  might  be  worthy  of  the  patronage  of 
a  prince  or  a  nation.  The  Portuguefc,  who  were  for  two  centuries  mailers  of  Salfet,  muft 
have  been  well  acquainted  with  tliefe  temples,  for  they  converted  that  of  Kanari  into  a 
church.  But,  inftead  of  feeking  to  make  thofe  monuments  known  to  other  nations, 
they  fought  to  conceal  them,  and  covered  the  fineft  of  the  bas-reliefs  with  plaftcr.  The 
r.nglifli,  although  they  have  been  fettled  at  Bombay  for  thefe  hundred  years  now, 
have  ftill  neglected  thefe  refearches.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  that  they  will  at  length 
think  of  meriting  the  gratitude  of  the  public,  by  bringing  thofe  hidden  curiofities  to 
light,  which  lie  in  the  extcnfive  conquells  on  the  continent,  now  polleffed  by  that 
nation. 


VOYAGE    TO    SURAT. 

Chap.  C.L.  —  Occafion  of  this  Voyage,  and  Departure  from  Bombay. 

THE  reader  will  recollect,  that  Mr.  Cramer  and  I  were  both  fick  when  we  arrived  at 
Bombay  in  September  176;^.  Our  intenticn  was  to  return  into  Europe  through 
Turkey,  and  to  take  our  pailage  on  board  a  Ihip  of  the  Company's  which  was  to  fail 
tirom  Bafra  the  begirming  of  the  next  year ;  but,  the  flate  of  our  health  would  not 
allow  u?  to  take  that  opportunity.  Mr.  Cramer,  finking  at  length  under  his  complaints, 
died  at  Bombay,  on  the  icth  of  February  1764,  in  fpite  of  the  cares  of  a  l"kilful  Englifh 
phyfician. 

Being  now  the  fole  furvivor  of  all  our  party,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  attend  to  my 
own  preiorvation,  and  to  provide  for  the  fafe  conveyance  of  our  papers  to  Europe,  as 
I  feared  that  thefe  would  be  loft,  if  I  alfo  Ihould  die  by  the  way.  Forefeeing  that  I 
fhould  have  to  undergo  the  fame  fatigues  in  pafling  through  Turkey,  which  I  had 
already  encountered  in  Arabia,  and  which  the  weak  ftate  of  my  health  was  unfit  to  bear, 
I  relolved  to  fet  out  ftraight  for  London,  by  the  firft  Ihip  which  fliould  fail  for  Europe. 
In  the  mean  time,  to  gratify  my  curiofity  "with  a  fight  of  Surat,  I  took  the  opportunity 
of  going  on  board  an  Englilh  fhip  bound  on  a  voyage  to  that  port. 

We  failed  from  Bombay  on  the  24th  of  March  1764,  and  were  obliged  to  flop  at 
Mabim,  a  fmall  town  in  the  northern  part  of  the  ille,  where  a  member  of  the  Council 
of  Bombay  conftantly  refides.  An  incident  which  took  place  at  this  time  may  fcrve  as 
an  inftance  of  the  military  fpirit  and  fkill  of  the  Portuguefe.  Proud  of  their  ancient 
conqucfls,  they  fcorn  to  make  peace  with  any  of  the  Indian  nations,  all  of  whom  they 
regard  as  rebels.  Being  thus  in  terms  of  continual  hoftility  with  their  neighbours,  they 
dare  not  fail  thofe  feas  without  an  cfcort.  A  ihiall  fleet  of  merchant  fliips  bound 
from  Goa  to  Diu,  under  the  proteftion  of  two  frigates,  was  feen,  one  evening,  off" 
Bombay.  In  the  night  we  heard  a  brifk  firing  of  guns,  and  imagined  that  the  Portu- 
guefe were  engaged  with  the  Mahrattas.     But,  in  the  morning,  it  appeared  that  rV>'^ir 
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exploits  had  ended  merely  in  the  deftruction  of  a  quantity  of  bamboos,  from  30  ti  .■fo 
feet  high,  which  the  fifliermcn  had  fet  up  in  a  land  bank  for  the  purpofes  of  their  fifiiin'o;. 
Thofe  valiant  Portuguefe  had  taken  the  bamboos  for  the  mails  of  an  hoftile  (leet.  To 
Crown  tfceir  glory,  the  admiral  found  himfelf  compelled  by  the  governor  of  Bombay  tp 
pay  damages  to  the  filhermen. 

On  the  26th  of  March  we  arrived  in  the  road  of  Surat,  at  the  diftance  of  three 
German  miles  from  the  city.  We  went  on  fliore  at  Domus,  a  village  diftinguiflicd  by 
the  refidciice  of  fome  priefis,  and  by  a  vaft  Indian  fig-tree,  which  is  held  in  high  vene- 
ration. Of  this  tree  (the  Ficus  vafia  of  Linna:us),  1  have  already  fpoken  in  giving  the 
natural  hiftory  of  Arabia.  To  the  dcfcription  above  given  of  it,  I  may  here  add,  that 
it  grows  to  a  great  age  ;  the  new  flioots  from  the  branches  of  the  primary  Item  continu- 
ing to  noutifli  the  top  of  the  tree,  even  after  the  parent  flock  is  entirely  decayed. 

At  Domus  we  took  a  Kakkre,  the  carriage  common  in  the  country,  which  is  neither 
more  nor  lefs  than  a  covered  cart,  dravni  by  two  oxen,  which  arc  driven  by  a  peafant 
feated  on  the  pole.  I  had  here  an  inflance  of  the  great  drynefs  of  this  country,  for 
the  movement  of  our  light  carriage  raifed  a  cloud  of  dull  about  us.  I  never  fuf- 
lered  fo  much  from  the  dull,  even  in  caravans  of  fome  hundreds  of  camels,  horfes, 
and  mules. 

Chap.  CLI.  —  Of  the  City  of  Surat,  and  its  Environs, 

THIS  city  Hands  in  a  large  and  fertile  plain,  on  the  banks  of  a  confidorable  river, 
named  Tappi.  On  the  land  fide,  it  is  encompaifed  with  two  brick  walls,  which  divide 
it  into  the  inner  and  the  outer  town.  The  citadel  Hands  within  the  inner,  on  the  fhorc 
of  the  Tappi,  and  is  divided  by  trenches  from  the  town.  One  may  walk  round  the 
outer  wall  in  two  hours  and  an  half;  the  fpace  which  it  enclofes  is  chiefly  occupied  by 
gardens,  having  but  a  very  few  houfes. 

The  larger  houfes  are  flat-roofed  here,  as  through  the  refl  of  the  call,  witli  courts 
before  them.  The  houfes  of  the  common  peciple  are  high-roofed.  Although  Surat 
has  been  long  under  the  dominion  of  the  Mahometan  Moguls,  yet  here  is  no  hand- 
fome  mofque  with  towers,  as  among  the  Turks  and  Arabians.  The  fquarcs  of  this  city 
are  large,  and  the  ftreets  fpacious,but  not  paved  ;  fo  that  the  dull  is  infuficrable.  Tach 
llreet  has  gates  of  its  own,  with  which  it  is  fliut  up  in  times  of  turbulence  ;  and  the'e 
arc  as  frequent  here  as  at  Cairo. 

At  Surat  provifions  are  plenteous  and  cheap ;  the  air,  too,  's  wholefome,  notwith- 
Aanding  the  warmth  of  th  ■  climate.  I  here  obferved  Farcnheit's  thermometer  at  08' 
in  the  month  ofMarch,  while  the  wind  blew  from  llie  north.  In  the  month  oi  Mav 
ll  e  thermometer  flood  at  93"  at  Bombay,  which  lies  two  degrees  farther  to  the 
fouth.  • 

One  thing  unfavourable  for  Surat,  is,  that  fliips  cannot  enter  tiie  harbour,  bccauli^ 
the  Tappi  is  full  of  fand  banks.  This  river  is  too  low  in  the  dry  feafon  ;  ;uid  in  tIk; 
rains  fwells  too  fuddenly,  to  fuch  height  as  to  overflow  all  the  neighbourhood.  Were 
rhc  river  confined  by  dikes,  the  (Iream  which,  during  the  rains,  often  rifcs  eight  .iiul 
twenty  feet  above  its  ordinary  level,  would  carry  away  all  the  fand,  and  thus  clearing 
the  channel,  would  aflord  fliips  accef;-.  to  the  very  walls.  But  the  dcfpotic  govern- 
ments of  Afia  neglcrt  c\  ery  thing  that  might  contribute  to  the  general  good  of  tin  ir 
fuhjefts. 

General  toleration  and  entire  lib(  rty  are  enj<iyed  in  this  city  by  all  religious  protc- 
lions;  ami  its  inhabitants  arc  accordingly  very  numerous.     The  Europeans  refiding 
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here  eftimate  the  population  of  the  city  at  a  million  of  fouls.     But  this  calculation  is 
evidently  above  the  truth, — by  two  thirds,  I  have  reafon  to  believe. 

One  tiling  fmgiilar  in  Surat  is,  tliat  here  is  no  hofp'tal  for  human  beings,  but  an 
extenfivc  cflabliflimcnt  of  this  nature  for  fick.  or  maimed  animals.  Wiien  the  Euro- 
peans turn  out  an  old  horfe,  or  any  other  domeftic  animal,  to  pcrifii,  as  ufelcfs,  the- 
ludians  voluntarily  aflume  the  care  of  it,  and  place  it  in  this  houfe,  which  is  full  a[' 
infirm,  decrcpid  co\\s,  flicep,  rabbits,  hens,  pigeons,  &c.  1  faw  in  it  a  great  tortoifc, 
which  was  blind  and  hclplefs,  and,  as  I  was  told,  125  years  of  age.  The  charitable. 
Indians  keep  a  phyfician  of  purpofe  for  thefe  animals. 

The  environs  of  Surat  are  not  without  gardens,  which  are  the  property  cither 
of  Europeans,  or  of  natives  of  the  country.  The  fined  of  thofe  belonging  to 
Europeans,  is  the  property  of  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company.  Its  afped  is  rich 
and  charming. 

To  get  an  idea  of  the  charaiEter  of  an  Indian  garden,  I  went  to  fee  one  which  was 
formed  by  a  late  Nabob,  at  the  expencc  of  500,000  rupees.  This  garden  is  of  a  confi- 
derable  extent,  but  has  not  the  leafl:  appearance  of  regularity  in  the  defign,  and  has 
in  it  nothing  in  the  fafliion  of  our  gardens,  but  a  few  ponds  and  fountains  :  the  reft  is 
a  confufcd  medley  of  buildings  and  fmall  orchards.  Among  the  buildings  is  one  of 
great  dimenfions,  having  baths  and  faloons,  and  ornamented  with  the  magnificence  of 
India,  which  bears  no  refemblance  to  ours.  The  other  buildings  are  harams  for  the 
Nabob's  wives,  entirely  feparate  from  each  other,  fo  that  each  lady  can  hold  her  little 
court  apart.  Every  haram  has  fome  one  good  apartment ;  but  all  the  reft  of  it  confills 
of  very  narrow  chambers  for  the  flaves.  What  ftruck  me  particularly  in  this  garden, 
was  the  paflage  from  one  fuite  of  rooms  to  another,  by  paths  fo  narrow,  fo  winding,  and 
fo  blocked  up  by  doors,  as  to  aJford  a  ftrong  infLmce  of  the  diftruft  with  which  the 
unfortunate  great  in  defpotic  countries  regard  all  about  them  ;  fo  that  they  are  never 
free  from  anxiety,  and  are  obliged  to  ftand  continually  on  their  guard  agiiinil 
furprife. 

1  fhould  have  wiflied  to  draw  a  plan  of  Surat.  But  I  foon  found  that  the  Euro- 
peans in  India  would  not  leave  me  fo  much  at  liberty,  in  this  refped,  as  th.e  Turks  and 
Arabians  had  done.  The  climate  of  hot  countries,  and  the  nature  of  the  government 
of  fettlements  fo  diftant  from  the  mother  country,  feem  to  alter  the  national  charader 
of  the  people  of  Europe.  The  Englifli  government  of  Surat  would  not  allow  a 
Frenchman  to  live  in  a  high  apartment  from  which  he  had  a  view  of  the  citadel. 
At  Mokha,  I  was  told  of  an  Arabian  merchant  who  had  languifhed  fome  years  in 
the  prifons  of  Batavia,  for  having  had  the  curiofity  to  meafure  the  dimenfions  of  a 
cannon. 

Chap.  ClAl.  ^— Of  the  Inhabitants  0/ ^urat,  and  fome  peculiar  Ciijloms. 

A  GREAT  commercial  city  mufl  be  peopled  by  men  of  different  nations.  The 
principal  inhabitants  of  Surat  are  Mahometans,  and  moftly  ftrangers,  although  em- 
ployed in  the  fervice  of  the  government.  They  are  equally  zealous  in  the  ol>fervance 
of  their  law  as  the  Turks  and  Arabians.  Although  of  the  feci  of  the  Sunnites,  they 
tolerate  the  Shiites,  and  even  permit  then  to  celebrate  the  feflival  of  liafl'ein.  They 
make  no  fcruple  of  drinking  wine  publicly,  or  of  lending  money  upon  intereil. 

All  people  of  diflindion  in  Surat,  and  through  the  reft  of  India,  fpeak  and  write 
fhe  Pcrfian  language.  Hence  has  this  language  been  received  at  the  courts,  and 
the  knowledge  of  it  is  very  ufeful  for  the  difpatch  of  bufuiefs.     In  trade,   corrupt 
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P-^'tu-ntofe  is  the  language  ufed ;  and  this  is  in  India  what  the  Lingua  Franca  ;o  ui 
the  Lvva'^t. 

Ihe  RIu.Tulmans  of  Surat  bring  about  them  a  great  many  Faldrs  of  their  own. 
relif^ion,  who  are  the  n-ioft  infolent  beggars  in  the  world.  Thofe  Fakirs  will  often  fit 
down  before  a  houfc,  and  continue  there  till  the  owner  pay  the  fum  they  afk,  or  make 
a  comnofition  with  them.  As  the  police  interferes  not  to  check  thefe  infolent  mendi- 
cants, people  muft  be  content  with  gettino;  quit  of  them  at  any  price. 

At  Surat,  I  had  occafion  to  witnefs  the  Muifulman  procellion  at  the  feflival  of 
Bairam.  The  counfellor  from  Bombay,  wr.o  refides  in  the  citadel  of  Surat,  and 
rcprcfents  a  Nabob,  is  obliged  to  announce  this  ceremony  by  a  difcharge  of  cannons, 
and  to  aflill  at  it  in  perfon.  It  is  a  llrange  fight,  to  fee  an  Engliih  merchant  in  the 
European  dreis,  attended  by  a  party  of  Britifli  foldiers,  and  with  the  train  of  an 
Indian  prince,  conduft  and  regulate  a  religious  feflival  of  the  Mahometans.  The 
Englilh  director  made  the  Indians  fenfible  of  his  importance  upon  this  occafion,  by 
refufing  to  difcharge  his  cannons  in  the  night  ;  a  favour  requefted  of  him  by  the 
Nabob  of  the  city,  in  order  to  give  the  people  timely  warning  of  the  approach  of  the 
feftival. 

In  tills  proceflion  there  was  nothing  remarkable,  except  the  numbers  of  kakkris, 
palanquins,  and  horfes,  a  few  cannons,  a  great  deal  of  martial  mafic,  and  the  Nabob's 
foldiers.  The  governor  rode  upon  an  elephant,  on  the  back  of  which  he  fat  on  a 
fort  of  throne,  railed  upon  four  pillars.  This  elephant  was,  like  raoll  of  the  horfes 
and  oxen  which  drew  the  kakkris,  painted  red. 

Kakkris,  the  carriages  moll  common  through  India,  are  of  a  very  fimple  conftruc- 
tlon,  run  upon  two  wheels,  and  are  drawn  by  oxen  :  the  driver  fits  on  a  large  pole, 
confiding  of  feveral  bamboos.  It  is  not  in  any  ornaments  about  thefe  vehicles,  but 
in  the  cattle  which  draw  them,  that  the  objeft  of  pride  and  expence  to  the  Indian  lies  ; 
a  pair  of  white  oxen  for  one  of  thefe  carriages  will  coft  600  rupees.  Thefe  oxen 
have  the  points  of  their  horns  ornamented  with  filver  ;  their  pace  is  quick,  but  lefs  fo 
than  that  of  horfes. 

The  citizens  of  Surat  difplay  their  magnificence  likewife  in  their  palanquins.  A 
palanquin  is  known  to  be  a  fort  of  couch  fufpended  from  a  bamboo,  and  borne  by 
four  men.  The  traveller  reclines  in  this  vehicle,  and  is  fhaded  from  the  fun  by  a 
curt;  in.  A  palanquin,  completely  ornamented  with  filver,  covered  with  rich  ftufls, 
and  fufpended  upon  a  handfome  bamboo  properly  bent,  will  coft  above  200  pounds 
fterling.  1  he  bamboo  only  of  the  governor  of  13nmbay's  palanquin,  exclufive  of  the 
other  ornaments,  colt  125  pounds  fterling.  The  bearers  of  the  palanquins  are  Indian, 
fervants,  who  wear  no  clothes,  except  a  fmall  linen  cloth  about  their  loins,  with  clofe 
ilat  bonnets  on  their  lieads,  as  liveries,  and  are  commonly  employed  in  keeping  the 
rooms  clean  within  the  houfes.  The  European  ladies  are  at  tirlt  (hocked  at  the  in- 
decency of  being  carried  by  naked  men,  but  foon  learn  to  accuftom  themfelves  to  it. 
The  palanquins  of  the  Mahometan  ladies  arc  incommodious  wooden  boxes,  entirely 
clofe,  and  lixed  upon  a  Uraight  pole. 

The  Hindoos,  the  aboriginal  inl-abitants  of  the  country,  of  whom  I  fliall  fooa 
fpeak  more  at  length,  compofe  the  inoft  confiderable  part  of  the  population  ot  Surat. 
They  are  almoll  all  of  tlie  caft  of  ihe  Banians  ;  and  hence  their  Ikili  and  dexterity  in 
matters  of  calculation  and  economy  often  raiii  them  to  pi  ices  of  confiderable  truft, 
in  the  collection  of  the  taxes  and  cuftoms  for  the  Maliometans.  Thefe  Bani.uis, 
being  born  to  trade,  have  engroifed  tlie  commerce  of  India  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  all 
foreign  nations  arc  obliged  lo  employ  them  as  brokers ;  in  which  employment  they 
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give  better  fatisfaclion  than  the  Jews  in  Turkey.  Europeans  have  never  found  reafon 
to  reprnt  the  intruding  even  of  their  whole  fortune  to  the  Banians,  who  continu?  to 
jvive  aftonifliiniT  proofs  of  their  probity  and  fidelity.  Some  of  tliem  are  very  rich  ; 
but  they  live  ail  in  a  flyle  of  moderate  fimplicity,  wearing  for  drefs  only  a  plain  robe 
of  white  cotton. 

At  Surat  are  numbers  of  Perfees  or  Perfians,  who  are  fkilful  merchants,  induftrious 
artiHms,  and  good  fervants.  In  the  fame  city  are  alfo  Armenians,  Georgians,  and 
Jews  ;  but  of  none  of  thefe  any  confiderable  number.  The  Indian  Catholics,  com- 
monly called  Portuguefe,  from  their  fpeaking  the  India  dialeft  of  the  Portuguefe 
language,  are  numerous  here.  At  Surat  the  day  s  reckoned  from  funfet  to  funfet, 
and  is  divided  not  into  24  hours,  but  into  60  garris.  Here  are  no  clocks  ;  the  progrefs 
of  the  day  is  meafured  by  different  means.  In  a  ccnfpicuous  fituation,  a  man  Itands 
to  put  a  cup  of  copper,  pierced  with  a  hole  in  the  I  ottom,  from  time  to  time  under 
water  ;  every  time  the  cup  fmks,  a  garri  is  counter",  and  the  man  announces  its  lapfe 
bv  ftriking  the  number  which  it  makes  upon  a  plaie  of  metal  that  founds  like  a  clock. 
Kach  garri  confifts  of  24  of  our  minutes.  In  the  houfes  of  th^  great,  too,  where 
clocks  and  watches  are  not  wanting,  this  old  fafliion  of  meafuring  ti:ne  is  flill  kept  up. 

Chap.  CLIII.  —  Of  the  Government  of  Surat,  and  the  Revolutions  it  has  undergone. 

SURAT,  and  the  great  diftritl  of  which  it  is  the  capital,  belonged  for  a  long  time 
to  the  great  Mogul,  who,  to  keep  fo  diftant  a  province  the  more  etfeftually  in  obe- 
dience, put  it  under  the  government  of  two  Nabobs  independent  on  one  another. 
The  one  refided  in  the  city,  and  was  properly  the  governor  of  the  province.  The 
other  had  the  command  of  the  citadel,  and  enjoyed  the  title  of  adniiral,  with  a  fmall 
reventie  appropriated  to  the  maintenance  of  a  fmall  fleet,  for  the  defence  of  tiie  coaft 
againii  pirates. 

After  Shah  Nadir's  expedition  into  Indoftan,  the  diflant  Nabobs  of  this  vaft  empire 
aimed  all  at  independence,  and  left  the  Mogul  nothing  but  a  ihadow  of  au  '■  ority, 
r.ikiii.rr  him  only  for  form's  fake  to  confirm  them  in  their  places.  Teg  beg  Khan, 
Nabob  of  Surat,  a  rich  and  powerful  man,  folLiwed  this  example,  ?nd  procured  his 
brother  to  be  declared  Nabob  of  the  citadel.  The  two  brothers  then  looked  upon  tae 
whole  province  as  their  patrimony,  and  acquired  immenfe  wealth. 

Teg  beg  Khan  dying  in  1 746,  without  children,  left  his  fortune  to  his  relations,  by 
which  ffveral  of  them  were  railed  to  a  condition  which  enabled  them  to  afpire  to  the 
;;overnment  of  the  city.  His  brother  died  on  the  following  year ;  and  his  widow,  a 
v.oman  extremely  rich  and  ambitious,  drove  to  make  her  lbn-in-Ia\v  Nabob  at  once  of 
the  town  and  of  the  citadel. 

The  contelt  of  the  different  competitors  for  the  fupreme  authority  produced  a  civil 
war  in  the  town  of  Surat,  like  that  which  ariles  from  time  to  time  among  the  Begs 
of  Cairo,  and  of  which  we  in  Europe  can  form  no  idea.  Each  of  the  rivals  raifed  as 
many  troops  as  he  poffibly  could  ;  with  thefe  he  cantoned  and  intrenched  himfelf  in 
liis  houfes  and  gardens,  and  from  time  to  time  endeavoured  to  furprize  or  drive  away 
his  opponents.  During  thefe  hoftile  operations,  which  were  not  attended  with  great 
flaughter,  the  inhabitants  were  content  with  fliutting  the  gates  nearelt  to  tl  e  fcene  of 
aclion,  and  continued  to  go  about  their  ordinary  affairs,  without  fear  of  being  pillaged. 
Nay,  they  were  fure  of  receiving  compenfatlon  whenever  any  caJual  injury  was 
done  to  any  perfon  through  means  of  the  difturbances.  Hence  trade  fuffered  no 
hitcrruption. 
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Some  of  the  rival  candidates  imprudently  called  in  the  Mahrattas  ;  and  they,  without 
doing  any  thinij  for  any  party,  made  the  victors  pay  for  their  afllftance,  although  tluy 
had  apparently  favoured  the  vanquifhed.  Since  that  time,  the  Mahrattas  hav?  en- 
joyed a  third  pirt  of  the  amount  of  the  cuftoms  of  Surat ;  and  one  of  their  officers 
conftantly  attends  to  receive  tliis  tribute. 

I'he  Englifli  and  Dutch  had  always  kept  their  faftories  in  a  Hate  of  defence,  an '  on 
the  occafion  of  the  difturbances,  they  increafed  their  military  preparatiorip.  The 
nobles  of  the  country  then  had  recourfe  to  thofe  powerlul  traders.  Each  of  the  two 
European  nations  took  part  with  one  of  the  competitors,  furnifhed  him  with  ammu- 
nition, intrenched  themfelves  in  their  factories,  and  fought  againft  each  other,  although 
not  openly  at  war.  The  Nabob,  protected  by  the  Englifh,  was  at  lafh  expelled  from 
the  city.  But,  in  1758,  he  returned  ;  and  his  mother-in-law,  the  rich  widow  above 
mentioned,  made  (o  good  an  ufe  of  her  treafures,  that  the  Nabob  for  whom  he  had 
been  expelled  was  obliged  to  yield  to  him  the  government  of  the  city. 

When  tiie  Englifh  faw  the  ciry  in  the  hands  of  their  creature,  they  began  to  think 
ferioufly  of  gaining  poileffion  of  the  citadel.  The  council  of  Bombay,  in  1759,  fent 
Mr.  Spencer,  one  of  their  number,  a  man  of  abilities,  and  beloved  by  the  Indians,  to 
Surat,  with  a  confiderabl'.'  force.  The  Nabob  opened  the  gates  of  the  city  to  the 
Englifh,  and  allowed  them  to  lay  fiege  to  the  citadel  undiflurbed.  It  was  taken  in  a 
few  days.  To  avoid  giving  offence  to  the  Indians,  the  EngUlh  declared,  that  they 
made  the  conqueil  in  the  name  of  the  great  Mogul,  and  waved  his  flag  from  the  m  alls 
of  the  citadel. 

ThLs  expedition  thus  accomplifhed,  Mr.  Spencer  fent  a  long  reprefentation  to  the 
court  of  Delhi,  in  which  he  flated  tiie  reafons  wliich  had  induced  the  merchants  of 
Surat  to  put  themfelves  under  the  protedion  of  the  Englilli,  and  to  expel  the  ufurper 
Nabob  from  the  citadel.  He  afferted,  that  thofe  petty  tyrants  had  fuffered  the  fleet 
necelfarv  for  the  protection  of  the  trade  to  fall  into  a  flate  of  decay,  and  that  none 
but  the  Englifh  could  reftore  it.  He  oflered,  at  the  fame  time,  that  if  the  Mogul 
would  grant  to  the  Company  the  pofl  of  Admiral,  with  the  revenues  aimexed  to  it, 
they  would  maintain  a  fleet  which  fliould  give  full  fecurity  to  trade.  Thefe  fafts  were 
atteited,  and  the  propofals  feconded  by  the  principal  inhabitants  of  Surat,  who  figned 
the  mem>»ial.  'I  he  great  Mogul,  who  in  his  prefcnt  wcaknefs  durfl  not  fend  a 
governor  to  the  province,  but  confulered  it  as  loft,  readily  granted  the  Company'^s 
rcquelt  ;  and  a  member  of  the  council  of  Bombay  now  difcharges  the  ofTjce  of  Nabob 
and  Admiral  at  Surat.  Upon  this  title,  the  Company  enjoy  a  third  of  the  revenue 
from  the  culloms  of  this  city,  with  other  funds  of  income  flill  more  confidcrable  ;. 
which  enables  them  to  keep  on  fool  a  body  of  troops,  with  fome  fmall  fliips  of  war. 

'i"he  Englilh  arc,  at  prelent,  the  actual  Ibvereigris  of  Surat.  They  keep  the  Nabob 
of  the  city  in  a  ftate  of  abfblute  dependence  ;  allowing  him  only  an  income  on  which 
he  may  live  fuitably  to  his  dignity.  '1  ho  Indians  are  in  part  content  with  their  new 
mailers.  The  merchants  are  no  longer  in  danger  of  the  avaricious  extortions  of  the 
Nabobs  ;  yet  they  complain  of  the  feltiih  fpirit'  of  thofe  mailers.  The  hulians  dare 
not  fail  without  a  palTport  from  the  admiral.  When  the  EngUlh  wifli  to  fond  goods  to 
any  port,  the  Indians  arc  denied  pafiports  to  that  ptut  till  the  feafon  of  the  monfoon  is 
over ;  whereas  the  Englilh  are  favoured,  lo  that  they  have  all  the  time  ncceflary  to 
pro-oicnpy  the  market."  Of  tin's  I  have  fecn  in  fiances ;  which,  il"  frequently  repeated, 
mult  undoubtedly  ruin  the  trade  of  the  natives. 

Ch.\?. 
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Chap.  CLIV.  —  Trade  of  Surat. 

THE  great  trade  carried  on  at  Surat  renders  this  city  the  flore-houfe  of  the  mon; 
precious  produftions  of  Indoftan.  Hither  is  brought  from  the  interior  parts  of  the 
empire  an  immenfe  quantity  of  goods,  which  the  merchants  carry  in  their  Hiips  to  the 
Arabic  Gulph,  the  Perfian  Gulph,  the  coaft  of  Malabar,  the  coaft  of  Coromandel,  and 
even  to  China.     The  provinces  near  this  city  are  full  of  manufactures  of  all  forts. 

Ship-building  is  a  branch  of  the  bufinefs  carried  on  here.  In  this  art,  indeed,  the 
Indians  are  fervile  imitators  of  the  Europeans,  but  they  have  in  great  plenty,  and  at  a 
low  price,  that  excellent  wood  called  Tsek,  which  is  not  liable  to  be  attacked  by 
worms,  and  is  fo  lafting,  that  at  Surat  there  are  to  be  feen  fliips  90  years  old,  which 
are  ftill  in  a  condition  to  fail  the  fea. 

Of  foreign  nations,  the  Dutch  havq  next,  after  the  Engllfh,  the  mofl:  confiderable 
eflabiifhment  at  Surat.  They  have  here  a  direftor,  feveral  merchants,  a  number  of 
writers  and  fervants,  and  a  few  foldiers.  Their  trade  has,  however,  declined  till  it 
has  become  trifling.  The  affairs  of  this  nation  in  India  feem  to  be  rather  in  diforder, 
fmce  the  Englifh  obtained  poflelTion  of  the  citadel.  The  Nabob  of  the  city  has 
obliged  the  Dutch  to  pay  him  90,000  rupees,  and  fend  away  the  cannons  of  their 
faftory. 

The  affairs  of  the  French  are  yet  in  a  worfe  ftate.  Since  the  lofs  of  Pondicherry, 
their  direftor  has  been  fo  neglefted,  that  he  can  hardly  find  credit  for  the  means  of  a 
fcanty  fubfiftence.  This  nation  are  here  in  no  eflimation,  but  what  is  paid  to  their 
capuchin  friars,  who  are  generally  beloved  and  refpeded  at  Surat.  Thefe  good  regular 
clergy  have  done  effentiul  fervice  to  th.e  public,  by  keeping  a  regifler  of  all  events  that 
have  happened  in  Indoflan,  from  1676  to  the  preient  time. 

Such  nearly  is  alfo  the  condition  of  the  Portuguefe  in  India.  In  my  time,  they  had 
a  Jefuit  of  Hamburgh  for  their  diredtor.  I  have  been  told,  however,  that,  fmce  I 
left  Surat,  they  have  raifed  their  trade,  by  fending  thither  a  direftor  of  their  own 
nation  who  was  born  at  Goa. 

There  fometimes  arrive  at  Surat  fhips  belonging  to  nations  who  have  no  permanent 
effablifhment  in  that  city.  A  Danifli  velTel  put  in  here  while  the  citadel  w'j  befieged, 
and  was  favoured  with  the  proteftion  of  the  Englifh,  to  whom  the  captain  did  good 
fervice  upon  the  occafion.  In  confequence  of  the  favour  which  he  thus  obtained,  he 
accompliflied  his  bufinefs  in  a  manner  very  much  to  his  advantage.  A  Swede,  who 
came  hither  fome  years  after,  was  lefs  fortunate,  although  the  Nabob  had,  for  the 
payment  of  a  moderate  duty,  allowed  him  freedom  of  trade.  Selling  his  iron  and 
copper  at  a  lower  rate  than  the  Englifh,  he  foon  difpofed  of  his  whole  cargo  advan- 
tageoufly  as  he  thought  But,  when  he  was  preparing  to  depart,  the  Nabob  demanded 
from  him  an  extraordinary  duty  of  ioo,oco  rupees,  and  put  him  under  arreft  till  it 
v/as  paid.  The  Swede  not  daring  to  apply  to  the  Englifh,  with  whom  he  fufpefted 
his  mifchance  to  originate,  directed  his  fhip  to  fail  for  China,  and  remained  under 
arrefl.  At  laff  he  compounded  with  the  Nabob,  who  for  20,000  rupees  fet  him  at 
liberty.     Such  treatment  muff  deter  other  nations  from  trying  their  fortune  at  Surat. 

In  all  appearance,  the  Englifh  muff  fhortly  engrofs  the  whole  trade  of  this  city. 
Being  at  once  fovereigns  and  rich  merchants,  they  have  every  means  in  their  power 
by  which  foreign  nations  can  be  excluded,  or  the  Indians  rcftrained  from  this  j^urce 
of  opulence. 

Chap. 
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Chap.  CLV.  —  Manners  of  the  Hindoos. 

THE  Hindoos  arc  the  primary  inhabitants  of  the  vafl  empire  of  Indoftan.  Having 
lived  among  thefe  people  at  Bombay  and  Surat,  I  fhail  here  bring  together  fome  ob- 
fervations  which  I  made  upon  the  Hindoos  in  thofe  two  cities,  and  alfo  upon  the  Perfees, 
a  ftranger  colony  fettled  in  this  part  of  India. 

This  people,  perhaps  the  earliefl;  civilized  nation  in  the  world,  are  mild,  laborious, 
and  naturally  virtuous  in  their  difpofitions.  All  who  have  opportunities  of  obferving 
the  lives  of  the  Hindoos,  admire  their  patience,  probity,  and  benevolence  ;  but  they 
are  at  the  fame  time  the  mofl;  unfocial  people  in  the  world.  By  their  manners  and 
rehgious  principles,  the  Hindoos  detach  themfelves  not  only  from  other  nations,  v/hom 
they  confider  as  impure  races  ;  but  even  the  different  calls  or  tribes  of  themfelves  have 
little  mutual  intercourfe.  No  Hindoo  will  eat  with  a  flranger ;  nor  any  Hindoo  of  a 
fuperior  call:  with  another  of  a  caft  that  is  inferior.  A  poor  fervant,  if  a  Bramin, 
would  think  himfelf  diflionoured  by  fitting  down  at  table  with  a  Rajaput  or  Banian, 
although  his  mailer. 

It  is  generally  known,  that  the  Indians  are  diflributed  into  a  number  of  tribes  or 
calls.  As  far  as  1  could  learn  there  are  four  principal  calls;  the  Bramins,  or  priefts ; 
the  Rajaputs,  or  men  of  the  fword ;  the  Banians,  or  merchants ;  and  that  of  the 
artifans  and  labourers.  Thefe  four  general  calls  are  fubdivided  into  more  than  80 
others,  each  of  wliich  has  its  own  ceremonies,  and  patron  deities,  as  I  have  been 
affured  by  feveral  perfons. 

Thofe  permanent  divifions  have  led  fome  travellers  into  the  miflake  th.at  the  fon  was 
always  obliged  to  embrace  his  father's  profeffion.  The  fon  may  not  quit  his  native 
call,  but  may  choofe  among  the  employments  which  are  praftifed  by  that  call. 
There  are  Bramins  who  hold  fovereign  authority  ;  as,  for  inftance,  the  prince  of  the 
Mahrattas.  Thefe  fame  Bramins  become  magillrates  under  the  government  of  Raja- 
put princes,  and  farmers  of  the  revenue  under  the  Mahometans.  I  have  been  ac- 
quainted with  Bramins  who  were  merchants,  and  with  Rajaputs  and  Banians  who 
were  artifans. 

This  liberty  is  the  more  neceflary,  as  it  is  impoflible  for  a  Hindoo  to  be  received 
from  an  inferior  into  a  fuperior  call.  I  was  told  of  a  fingular  inllance  ot  fuch  a  pro- 
motion ;  but  even  it  I  will  not  warrant  as  true.  A  Rajaput  fovereign  defiring  to  be 
admitted  into  the  call  of  the  Bramins,  the  prieds,  after  a  long  rcfufal,  at  length  granted 
his  rtqueft,  en  the  condidon  of  his  fetting  up  in  the  temple  the  flatue  of  a  cow,  of 
fuch  a  fize,  that  a  man  might  enter  it  behind,  and  go  out  by  its  mouth.  The  fovereign, 
after  pafiing  fc\  Lxal  times  through  this  golden  cow,  was  fuppofed  to  be  regenerated, 
and  received  into  the  call  of  the  Bramins. 

This  cuftom  hinders  llrangers  from  being  naturalized  among  the  Hindoos,  or  em- 
bracing their  religion  ;  and  there  is  no  people  lefs  inclined  to  make  profclytes.  But  it 
is  their  rigorous  obiervation  of  their  ancient  laws  of  ftparation  which  has  reduced  thclc 
people  to  their  prcfent  humiliated  ilate.  If,  at  the  time  of  the  conqueft,  the  Hindoos 
had  fullered  the  Tartars  to  incorporate  with  the  vanquilhed  nation  ;  the  conquerors 
mud  have  adopted  the  manners  and  the  religion  of  their  new  iubjecls.  Their  conduct 
in  China  gives  probability  to  this  idea.  But  tlie  Hindoos  e.xpreiling  fo  great  an  avet- 
fion  for  their  new  mailers,  made  them  prefer  Mahonietifm,  and  forced  tl;<.iii  to  bring 
in  from  time  to  time  foreign  Mahometans,   to  govern  the  conquered  people.      Since 

vol..  X.  F  F  that 
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that  period,  the  Hindoos  have  been  an  abjecl  herd  of  flaves,  fubjecl   to  tlic  vexatious 
opprellion  of  a  defpot,  who  returns  the  contempt  which  they  have  expreffed  for  him. 

The  power  of  the  Mahometans  indeed  becomes  daily  Icfs  ;  and  there  are  at  prefent 
feme  Hindoo  princes  who  may  rellore  the  nation  to  its  ancient  iplendour.  The 
Mahrattas  have  fuccefsfully  begun  a  project  which  has  this  afpecl.  It  is  the  exorbitant 
power  of  the  F.ngiifli  that  at  prefent  retards  the  progrcflive  improvement  of  tlie 
Hindoos.  But,  when  this  cololVal  ftatue,  whofe  feet  are  of  clay,  and  which  has 
been  raifed  by  conquering  merchants,  {hall  be  broken  in  pieces,  an  event  which 
may  fall  out  fooner  than  is  fuppofed,  then  (hall  Indoftan  become  again  a  flourifhing 
country. 

In  almofl  all  the  circumflances  of  their  mode  of  life,  the  Hindoos  diflinguifh  them- 
felves  from  the  refl  of  mankind.  1'hcir  ufual  diet  confifts  of  rice,  milk,  and  fruits. 
The  law,  however,  which  forbids  them  to  cat  animal  food,  feems  to  have  been  rather 
fuggefled  by  the  climate,  than  by  religious  confideration.  The  Rajaputs  eat  mutton, 
as  well  as  the  flefli  of  fome  other  animals  ;  but  all  the  carts  alike  refpefl;  the  cow,  and 
abftain  from  eating  beef.  None  of  the  calls  arc  fo  much  flraitencd  in  refpeft  to  food 
as  the  Bramins  ;  they  deny  themfelves  the  ui'e  of  molt  leguminous  vegetables  which 
are  eaten  by  the  other  Hindoos  ;  nor  will  they  eat  of  any  difli  that  has  not  been  dreffcd 
by  a  man  of  their  own  caft,  or  drink  water  which  a  Bramin  has  not  drawn.  They 
obferve  frequent  fafts,  infomuch  that  I  was  told  by  a  Bramin,  that  it  was  almofl;  im- 
poffible  for  any  perfon  to  confine  himfelf  to  a  itrift  obedience  to  the  precepts  ot  their 
religion  in  refpe(il  to  regimen. 

Thefe  priefts  alfo  impofe  upon  the  people  a  multiplicity  of  minute  obfervances  in 
their  eating,  which  are  all  founded  on  the  chimerical  notion  of  the  pofljbility  of  con- 
tradling  pollution  by  communication  in  this  way.  The  Hindoos  in  common  are  averfe 
to  ufe  the  Amie  difli  with  a  ibanger,  or  with  a  man  of  a  different  caft.  They  will 
rather  ufe  broad  leaves  for  plates,  and  drink  out  of  the  hollow  of  the  hand. 

All  the  parts  of  the  Hindoo  drefs  differ  in  form  from  thofe  ufed  among  the  Turks 
and  Arabians.  Merchants,  however,  wear  a  turban,  the  cap,  and  a  long  robe  of  white 
cotton  cloth.  Their  flippers  are  fitted  with  metal  clafps.  The  lower  people  go  naked; 
wearing  only  a  piece  of  linen  round  the  loins,  and  a  turban  on  the  head.  Under  rain 
the  peafants  put  on  a  hood,  which  is  formed  of  the  leaves  of  the  palm  tree.  This 
cuftom  of  India  has  been  already  mentioned  by  Herodotus. 

The  drefs  of  the  ordinary  women  confifts  of  a  large  linen  cloth,  ftriped  red,  which 
they  wrap  about  the  loins,  and  another  ftill  larger,  which  they  fold  round  the  body 
and  bring  over  the  head.  They  wear  all  two  wooden  cafes  upon  their  breafts ;  which 
hinders  the  neck  from  being  ever  drawn  down  among  the  Hindoo  as  among  the  Ma- 
hometan women.  Thefe  good  Hindoo  females  are  very  induftrious.  At  Bombay,  I 
faw  women  earn  a  livelihood  by  the  hardeft  labour,  who  yet  wore  rings  in  their  nofc, 
and  in  their  ears,  on  their  fingers,  on  their  arms,  and  on  their  feet.  But  thefe  were 
ornaments  of  luxury  which  defcend  from  generation  to  generation. 

The  Hindoos  ftill  retain  the  pradice  of  burning  their  dead.  But  the  European  and 
Mahometan  governments  prohibit,  and  the  Mahrattas  fcldom  allow  the  living  wife  to 
burn  herfelf  on  the  funeral  pile  of  her  deceafcd  hulband.  A  Bramin  told  me,  that 
his  family  had  been  highly  diftinguifhed,  by  his  grandmother  having,  in  honour  of 
her  virtue,  obtained  permiffion  to  burn  herfelf  with  her  huft}and.. 
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Chap;  CLVI.  —  0/  the  Religion  of  the  Hindoos. 

AN  European  wifliing  to  acquire  a  knowledge  of  the  religion  of  thefe  people,  can- 
not gain  much  information  from  the  Bramins,  who  never  fludy  any  of  our  languages. 
I  was  acquainted  with  fome  Banians  who  fpoke  Enghfli,  and  from  them  I  received 
fome  knowledge  on  this  head. 

They  all  unanimoufly  affured  me,  that  the  moft  fenfible  and  enlightened  of  the 
Hindoos  acknowledged  and  worfliipped  only  one  Supreme  Being.  But  the  Bramins 
have  found  out  inferior  deities,  accommodated  to  the  weak  conceptions  of  the  people, 
who  could  not  comprehend  abflraft  ideas,  if  they  were  not  reprefented  by  images. 
They  agreed  too,  that  the  Bramins  had,  for  their  own  purpofes,  clogged,  by  degrees, 
the  original  fnnplicity  of  their  religion,  with  abfurd  fables,  and  ridiculous  pieces  of 
fuperitition.  I  mentioned  their  pailionate  veneration  for  the  cow,  and  their  various 
reprefentations  of  her.  As  to  this,  they  replied,  that  in  thofe  images  they  revered  only 
the  divine  goodnefs,  which  had  given  man  an  animal  fo  gentle,  and  of  fuch  indifpenfible 
utility. 

I  could  learn  nothing  concerning  their  inferior  deities,  whom  they  feem  to  revere 
rather  as  faints  and  patrons.  A  Banian  compared  their  three  principal  deities,  Brama, 
Viflnou,  and  Mcdco,  to  the  ChrifUan  Trinity. 

The  Hindoos  believe  all  in  the  doftrines  of  the  metempfycofis,  and  of  the  purifica- 
tion ot  fouls  by  their  paflage  through  feveral  different  bodies.  This  doftrine  is  not, 
however,  the  only  caufe  of  their  abftinence  from  every  thing  that  has  life  m  it.  In 
hot  countries,  the  flefh  of  animals  in  general,  and  of  the  ox  in  particular,  is  thought 
very  unwholefome  food.  The  Rajaputs  eat  flefli,  and  the  Mahrattas  furnifli  the 
Europeans  whom  they  take  prifoners  in  war,  with  animal  food,  without  fcruple.  It 
might  be  fuppofed,  that  the  fmgular  charity  of  the  Indians  for  animals  takes  its  origin 
from  this  opinion. 

The  precept  of  purification  with  water  is  rigidly  obferved  through  all  India.  At 
Surat,  I  faw  every  morning  crowds  of  women  and  young  girls  going  out  to  bathe  in 
the  Tappi.  They  gave  their  clothes  to  fome  Bramins  who  fat  on  the  banks,  and,  after 
wafliing,  changed  their  wet  clothes  for  thofe  dry  drelfes,  with  fuch  dexterity,  that  not 
the  fnralleft  part  of  the  body  could  be  feen.  The  Bramins  then  made  a  red  mark  on 
the  brow  of  each,  and,  after  a  fhort  prayer,  they  returned  all  to  town. 

This  daily  fanctification  feems  to  be  the  chief  employment  of  the  Bramins.  They 
are  alfo  called  in,  on  the  occaiion  of  the  birth  of  a  child  ;  they  tie  round  his  arm  a 
fmall  cord,  vihich  he  wears  through  life  as  a  mark  of  his  extraftion.  They  affill  alfo 
at  nuptials  ;  but  onlv  by  fixing  the  hour  which  is  favourable  tor  the  contraft,  not  by 
pronouncing  any  nuptial  benediction. 

The  Hindoo  fcftivals  are  fufliciently  numerous,  and  are  partly  civil,  partly  religious. 
They  celebrate  the  return  of  the  new  year  with  illuminations,  and  rejoicings  of  all 
forts.  The  teiUval  of  the  cocoa-nut  feems  to  have  originated  with  the  molt  remote 
antiquity.  At  another  feltival,  in  commemoration  of  a  certain  hero,  they  bedaub  one 
another  with  red  paint,  to  reprefent  the  hero  returning  from  battle,  covered  over  with 
blood. 

They  have  likewife  two  orders  of  Fakirs  or  mendicant  pilgrims,  the  Bargais  and 
the  Gufl'eins,  who  travel  about  armed,  and  in  troops  of  fome  thoufands.  Thefe  two 
orders  are  fworn  enemies  ;  and  whenever  they  meet,  bloody  combats  uifue.  •    During 
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my  ftay  at  Sural,  a  little  army  of  thefe  Fakirs  encamped  near  the  city.  The  go- 
vernment did  not  like  their  vifit ;  and  would  permit  them  to  enter  only  in  fmall 
numbers. 

The  ftories  of  the  ridiculous  penitence  of  the  Fakirs  are  well  known.  Their  fanta- 
cifm  has  not  yet  become  cold ;  and  there  died  lately  at  Surat  one  of  thefe  madmen, 
who  had  lived  fliut  up  in  a  cage  for  twenty  years,  with  his  arms  conftantly  railed 
above  his  head. 

Chap.  CLVIL  — 0/  the  Perfees. 

AT  Bombay,  at  Su^at,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  thefe  cities,  is  a  colony  of  ancient 
Perfians,  who  took  refuge  in  India,  when  their  country  was  conquered  by  the  Ma- 
hometan Arabs,  eleven  centuries  fmce.  They  are  called  Perfees.  Being  beloved  by 
the  Hindoos,  they  multiply  exceedingly ;  whereas  their  countrymen  in  the  province 
of  Keman,  are  vilibly  diminifhing  under  the  yoke  of  the  Modem  Perfians. 

They  are  a  gentle,  quiet,  and  induflrious  race.  They  live  in  great  harmony  among 
themfelves,  make  common  contributions  for  the  aid  of  their  poor,  and  fuifer  none  of 
their  number  to  afk  alms  from  people  of  a  different  religion.  They  are  equally  ready 
to  employ  their  money  and  credit  to  fcreen  a  brother  of  their  fraternity  from  the 
abufes  of  juftice.  When  a  Perfee  behaves  ill,  he  is  expelled  from  their  conmiunion. 
They  apply  to  trade,  and  exercife  all  forts  of  profeflions. 

The  Perfees  have  as  little  knowledge  of  circumcifion  as  the  Hindoos.  Among  them 
a  man  marries  only  one  wife,  nor  ever  takes  a  fecond,  unlefs  when  the  firfl  happens 
to  be  barren.  They  give  their  children  in  marriage  at  fix  years  of  age ;  but  the 
young  couple  continue  to  live  feparate  in  the  houfes  of  their  parents,  till  they  attain  the 
age  of  puberty.  Their  drefs  is  the  fame  as  that  of  the  Hindoos,  except  that  they 
wear  under  each  ear  a  tuft  of  hair,  like  the  modern  Perfians.  They  are  much 
adJided  to  aflrology,  although  very  little  (killed  in  aftronomy. 

They  retain  the  fmgular  cuflom  of  expofing  their  dead  to  be  eaten  by  birdi  of  prey, 
inftead  of  interring  or  burning  them.  I  faw  on  a  hill  at  Bombay  a  round  tower,  co- 
vered with  planks  of  wood,  on  which  the  Perfees  lay  out  their  dead  bodies.  When, 
the  flefh  is  devoured,  they  remove  the  bones  into  two  chambers  at  the  bottom  of  the 
tower. 

The  Perfees,  followers  of  the  religion  of  Zerdufi  or  Zoroafter,  adore  one  God  only. 
Eternal  and  Almighty.  They  pay,  however,  a  certain  worfliip  to  the  fun,  the  moon, 
the  liars,  and  to  fire,  as  vifible  images  of  the  invifible  divinity.  Their  veneration  for 
the  element  of  fire  induces  them  to  keep  a  facred  fire  conftantly  burning,  which  they 
feed  with  odoriferous  wood,  both  in  the  temples,  and  in  the  houfes  of  private  perfons, 
who  are  in  eafy  circumftances.  In  one  of  their  temples  at  Bombay,  I  faw  a  fire  which 
had  burnt  unextinguifhcd  for  two  cer.turies.  They  never  blow  out  a  light,  led  their 
breath  fhould  foil  the  purity  of  the  fire. 

The  religion  (  f  the  Perfees  enjoins  puilfications  as  ftridly  as  that  of  the  Hindoos. 
Thedifciples  or  Zerdulf  are  not,  however,  obliged  to  abftain  from  animal  food.  They 
have  accnftomed  themfelves  to  refrain  from  the  ficlh  of  the  ox,  becaufe  their  anceflors 
promifed  the  Indian  prince  \/'.io  received  them  into  his  dominions  never  to  kill  h.orned 
cattle.  This  promife  they  continue  to  obferv.-  under  the  dominion  of  Chriftians  and 
Mahometans.  The  horfe  is  by  them  confidered  as  the  moft  impure  of  all  animals, 
and  tej^arded  with  extreme  averfion. 

Their 
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Tlieir  fefllvals,  denominated  Ghumbars,  which  return  frequently,  and  laft  upon  each 
occafion  five  days,  are  all  commemorations  of  fome  part  of  the  work,  of  Creation. 
They  celebrate  them  not  with  fplendour,  or  with  any  particular  ceremonies  ;  but  onlv 
drefs  better  during  thofe  five  days,  perform  fome  afts  of  devotion  in  their  houfes,  and 
vifit  their  friends. 

Not  having  had  opportunity  to  make  any  continued  train  of  obfcn'ations  on  the 
manners  and  religion  of  the  Perfecs,  1  mull  refer  the  reader  to  the  memoirs  fubjoined 
by  Mr.  Anquetil  du  Perron  to  his  tranflation  of  the  Zendavella,  or  facred  book  of 
Zoroafter.  It  is  well  known  that  this  learned  Frenchman  went  to  India  of  purpofe  to 
ftudy  the  language  and  religion  of  the  Perfees. 

The  diverfity  of  opinions  and  manners  among  the  inhabitants  of  India  is  inconvenient 
for  Europeans,  who  cannot  have  countrymen  of  their  own  for  fervants  ;  which  is  the 
cafe  with  almofl  all  foreign  merchants.  An  European,  who  has  none  but  natives  of 
the  country  in  his  fervice,  if  he  ftiould  wifh  to  eat  a  hare  and  bacon,  would  find  it  no 
eafy  matter  to  procure  thcfe  diflies.  l"he  Hindoo  would  not  bring  them  to  him,  for 
he  dares  not  touch  a  dead  body  ;  nor  tlie  Perfee,  becaufe  the  liare  i3  an  ujiclean 
animal ;  nor  yet  the  Mulfulman,  for  he  dares  not  touch  fucli  dilhes^ 
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INTELLECTUAL  c omplcclions  have  no  dcfire  fo  ftrong,  as  that  of  knowledge  j 
■^  nor  is  any  knowledge  unto  man  fo  certain  and  pertinent,  as  that  of  human  affairs  : 
this  experience  advances  bed,  in  obferving  of  people  whofe  inftitutions  mud  differ 
from  ours  ;  for  cultoms  conformable  to  our  own,  or  to  fuch  wherewith  we  arc 
already  acquainted,  do  but  repeat  our  old  obfcrvations,  with  little  acquiff  of  new : 
fo  my  former  time  fpent  in  viewing  Italy,  France,  and  fome  little  of  Spain,  being 
countries  of  Chriltian  inftitution,  did  but  reprefent,  inafeveral  drefs,  the  effeft  of  what 
I  knew  before. 

Then  feeing  the  cufloms  of  men  are  much  fwayed  by  their  natural  difpofitions, 
which  are  originally  infpired  and  compofed  by  the  climate  whofe  air  and  influence 
they  receive,  it  feems  natural,  that  to  our  north-weft  part  of  the  world,  no  people 
fhould  be  more  avcrfe,  and  ftrange  of  behaviour,  than  thole  of  the  fourh-eaft.  More- 
over, thofe  parts  being  now  poffeffed  by  the  Turks,  who  are  the  only  modern  people 
great  in  adlion,  and  whofe  empire  hath  fo  fuddenly  invaded  the  world,  and  fixed  itfelf 
on  fuch  firm  foundations  as  no  other  ever  did  ;  I  was  of  opinion,  that  he  who  would 
behold  thefe  times  in  their  greateft  glory,  could  not  find  a  better  fcene  than  Turkey. 
Thefe  confiderations  fent  me  thither,  where  my  general  purpofe  gave  me  four  par- 
ticular cares ;  firft,  to  obferve  the  religion,  manners,  and  policy  of  the  Turks,  not 
perfectly  (which  were  a  talk  for  an  inhabitant  rather  than  a  paffenger),  but  fo  far 
forth,  as  nught  fatisfy  this  fcruple  (to  wit),  whether  to  an  unpartial  conceit,  the  Turkifh 
way  appear  abfolutcly  barbarous,  as  we  are  given  to  underftand,  or  rather  another 
kind  of  civility,  different  from  ours,  but  no  lefs  pretending  ;  fecondly,  in  fome  meafure 
to  acquaint  myfelf  with  thofe  other  fefts  which  live  under  the  Turks,  as  Greeks,  Ar- 
menians, Freinks,  and  Zinganaes,  but  efpecially  the  Jews,  a  race  from  all  others  fo 
averfe  both  in  nature  and  inftitution,  as  glorying  to  fingle  itfelf  out  of  the  reft  of 
mankind,  remains  obftinate,  contemptible,  and  infamous  ;  thirdly,  to  fee  the  Turkifli 
army,  then  going  againft  Poland,  and  therein  to  note,  whether  their  military  difcipline 
incline  to  ours,  or  elfe  be  of  a  new  mould,  though  not  without  fome  touch  from  the 
countries  they  have  fubdued  ;  and  whether  it  be  of  a  frame  apt  to  confront  the  Chrif- 
tians,  or  not.  The  laft  and  choice  piece  of  my  intent,  was  to  view  Grand  Cairo,  and 
that  for  t^vo  caufes  ;  hrft,  it  being  clearly  the  greateft  concourfe  of  manldnd  in  thefe 
times,  and  perhaps  that  ever  was ;  there  muft  needs  be  fome  proportionable  fpirit  in 
the  government ;  for  fuch  vaft  multitudes,  and  thofe  of  wits  fo  deeply  malicious,  would 
foon  breed  confufion,  famine,  and  utter  defolation,  if  in  the  Turkifli  dominauon  there 
were  nothing  but  fottifli  fenfuaUty,  as  moft  Chriftians  conceive.  Lallly,  becaufe  Egypt 
is  held  to  have  been  the  fountain  of  all  fcience  and  civil  arts,  therefore  I  did  hope  to 
find  fome  fpark  of  thofe  cinders  not  yet  put  out  j  or  dfe  in  the  extreme  contrary,  I 
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fhould  receive  an  impreflion  as  important,  from  the  ocular  view  of  fo  great  a  revolution  ; 
for  above  all  other  fenfes,  the  eye  having-  tlie  moll  immediate  and  quick  commerce 
with  the  foul,  gives  it  a  more  fmart  touch  than  the  reil;,  leaving  in  the  fancy  Ibmewhat 
unutterable  ;  fo  that  an  eye-witnefs  of  things  conceives  them  with  an  imagination  more 
compleat,  ftrong,  and  intuitive,  than  he  can  either  apprehend,  or  deliver  by  way  of  re- 
lation ;  for  relations  aie  not  only  in  great  part  falfe,  out  of  the  relator's  miiinformation, 
vanity,  or  interell ;  but  which  is  unavoidable,  their  choice  and  frame  agrees  more  na- 
turally with  his  judgment,  whole  ilTue  they  are,  than  witli  his  readers  ;  lb  as  the  reader 
is  like  one  fealted  with  dilhes  fitter  for  another  niiui's  ilomach  than  his  own  ;  but  a 
traveller  takes  with  his  eye  and  ear,  only  fuch  occurrences  into  obfervation,  as  his  own 
apprehenfion  afteas ;  and  througli  that  iympathy  can  digeft  them  into  an  experience 
more  natural  for  himfelf,  than  he  could  have  done  the  notes  of  another  ;  wherefore  I 
defning  fomewhat  to  inform  myfelf  of  the  Turkifh  nation,  would  not  fit  down  with  a 
book-knowledge  thereof,  but  rather  (through  all  the  hazard  and  endurance  of  travel) 
receive  it  from  mine  own  eye,  not  dazzled  with  any  affection,  prejudice,  or  mill  of 
education,  which  pre-occupate  the  mind,  and  delude  it  with  partial  ideas,  as  with  a 
falfe  glais,  rcprefenting  the  object  in  colours  and  proportions  untrue  ;  for  the  juft 
cenfure  ot  things  is  to  be  drawn  from  their  end  whereto  they  are  aimed,  without  re- 
quiring them  to  our  cufloms  and  ordinances,  or  other  impertinent  refpecls,  which 
they  acknowledge  not  for  their  touch-ftone  ;  wherefore  he  who  paffes  through  the 
feveral  educations  of  men,  mult  not  try  them  by  his  own,  but  weaning  his  mind  from 
all  former  habit  of  opinion,  (liould,  as  it  were  putting  off  the  old  man,  come  freOi  nnd 
fmcere  to  confider  them.  This  preparation  was  the  caufe  why  the  fuperflition,  policy, 
entertainments,  diet,  lodging,  and  other  manners  of  the  Turks,  never  provoked  me 
fo  far,  as  ufually  they  do  thofe  who  catechize  the  world  by  their  own  home  ;  and  this 
alfo  bars  thefe  obfervations  from  appearing  be)ond  my  own  clofet ;  for  to  a  mind 
poflefl'ed  with  any  fet  dodtrine,  their  unconformity  muft  needs  make  them  feem  un- 
found  and  extravagant,  nor  can  they  comply  to  a  rule  by  which  they  were  not  made. 
Neverthelcfs,  ccnfidcring  that  experience,  forgotten  as  if  it  never  had  been,  nnd  know- 
ing how  much  I  ventured  for  it,  as  little  as  it  is,  I  could  not  but  efteem  it  worth  retain- 
ing in  my  own  memory,  though  not  transferring  to  others.  Hereupon  I  have  in  thefe 
lines  regiftered  to  myfelf  whaifoever  moll  took  me  in  my  journey  from  Venice  into 
Turkey. 

Firll,  I  agreed  with  a  JanifTary  at  Venice,  to  find  me  diet,  horfe,  coach,  paffage,  and 
all  other  ufual  charges,  as  far  as  Conilantinople  ;  then  upon  the  7th  of  May  1634,  I 
embarked  on  a  Venetian  galley  with  a  caravan  of  Turks  and  Jews  bound  for  the  Levant, 
not  having  any  Chriflians  with  them  befides  myfelf :  this  occafion  was  right  to  my  pur- 
pofc,  for'the  familiarity  of  bed,  board,  and  palfage  together,  is  more  opportune  to  dif- 
clofe  the  cuftoms  of  men,  than  a  much  longer  habitation  in  cities,  where  fociety  is  not 
fo  linked,  and  behaviour  more  perfonate,  than  in  travel,  whofe  common  futlerings 
endear  men,  laying  them  open  and  obnoxious  to  one  another.  The  not  having  any 
other  Chriftian  in  the  caravan,  gave  me  two  notable  advantages;  firlt,  that  no  other 
man's  errors  could  draw  either  hatred  or  engagement  upon  me  ;  then  1  had  a  freedom 
of  complying  upon  occafion  of  qucltions  by  them  made,  whereby  I  became  all  things 
to  all  men,  which  let  iiu-  into  the  l)realls  of  many. 

The  galley  lying  that  day  and  night  in  port  at  Lio,  fet  fail  the  next  inorn,  and  in 
twenty-four  hours  arrived  at  Rovinio,  a  Venetian  city  in  lllria.     It  fbnds  in  a  creek  of 
the  Adriatic,  upon  a  hill  promontory,   whicli  hath  two  thirds  walhed  by  the  fea ;  the 
Couth  ealt  fide  joined  to  the  comiucut,  the  foil  rocky  and  barren,  as  ail  that  fide  along. 
10  the- 
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the  gulph.  It  is  an  hundred  miles  from  Venice,  and  therefore  being  fo  far  within  the 
gulph,  is  not  fortihed  as  againft  much  danger,  yet  hath  it  a  pretty  wall,  and  fortrcfs, 
-with  a  fmall  garrifon.  From  thence  we  came  to  Zara.  This  city  ftands  in  Dalmatia, 
and  of  all  others  within  the  gulph,  is,  by  reafon  of  the  fnuation,  moll:  apt  to  com- 
mand the  whole  Adriatic,  and  therefore  has  formerly  been  attempted  by  the  Turk  ; 
wherefore  the  Venetians  have  fortified  it  extraordinarily,  and  now,  though  in  times 
of  firm  peace,  keep  it  with  ftrong  companies  both  of  horfe  and  foot.  The  general  of 
the  horlc  came  in  another  galley  with  us  ;  he  was  firft  welcomed  with  a  volley  of  great 
and  fmall  (hot  from  the  walls  ;  then  by  three  nobles  therein,  feveral  officers  command- 
ing, he  was  accompanied  to  the  town  hall,  where  his  brief  patent  once  read,  he  had 
the  ftatf  and  precedency  of  his  prcdeceflbr.  After  a  day's  view  of  this  place,  we 
failed  to  Spalatro,  a  city  of  Sclavonia,  kept  by  the  Venetians  as  the  only  emporium, 
plied  fuccellively  with  two  gallies,  which  carry  between  Venice  and  that  place  fuch 
merchandize  as  are  tranfported  into  Turkey,  or  from  thence  brought  in.  It  (lands  in 
a  moft  pleafant  valley  on  the  fouth  fide  of  great  mountains.  In  the  wall,  towards  the 
fea,  appears  a  great  remainder  of  a  gallery  in  Dioclefian's  palace  :  fouthward  of  the  town 
is  the  fea,  which  makes  an  open  port  capable  of  holding  ten  or  twelve  gallies  :  without 
is  an  unfecure  bay  for  great  (liips,  at  the  entrance  above  half  a  mile  broad  ;  yet  not  fo 
renowned  for  the  (kill  of  Octavius,  who  chained  it  up  when  he  befieged  Salonas,  as 
for  the  fierce  refolution  of  Vultcius  and  his  company  there  taken.  In  this  town  the 
Venetians  allow  the  great  Turk  to  take  cudom  of  the  merchandize  ;  whereupon  there 
refides  his  Emir  or  treafurer,  who  pays  him  thirty-five  thoufand  dollars  a  year,  as  him- 
felf  and  others  told  me.  There  are  high  walls  and  ftrong  companies  to  guard  this 
city,  yet  I  heard  their  chief  fafety  to  be  in  having  fo  unufeful  and  finall  an  haven  ; 
wherefore  the  Turkefteems  Spalatro  in  effeft  but  as  a  land  town,  nor  fo  much  worth  as 
his  pri  fent  cuftom,  and  fo  covets  it  not  like  Sara  ;  for  if  he  did,  he  has  a  terrible  -advan- 
rage  upon  it,  having  taken  from  the  Venetians  ClylTi,  not  above  four  miles  off,  which  is 
the  ftriMigelt  land  fortrefs  that  I  ever  beheld. 

Ar  Spalatro  having  ftaid  three  days,  our  caravan  was  fumi(hed  with  horfes  ;  the  firft 
journi-y  we  began  about  fun-fet ;  our  lodging,  two  miles  off,  we  pitched  upon  a  little 
hill  grown  over  with  juniper,  once  the  feat  of  Salouce,  a  city  famous  for  their  bravery 
aiainft  OSavius :  there  is  not  now  fo  much  as  a  ruin  left,  excepting  a  poor  piece  of 
Dioclefian's  aqueducl.  Hence  we  paiTed  the  hills  of  Dogliana,  far  higher  than  the 
Alps,  and  fo  fteep,  as  in  our  defcent  for  three  days  together,  it  was  a  greater  precipice, 
than  is  of  Kalf  a  day's  coming  down  from  mount  Cenis  into  Piemont.  Having  for 
the  moft  part  rode  thus  nine  days,  we  came  into  a  fpacicus  and  fruitful  plain,  which 
at  the  weft,  where  we  entered,  at  leaft  ten  miles  over,  is  on  the  north  and  fouth  fides 
rmmured  with  ridges  of  eafy  and  pleafant  hills,  ftill  by  degrees  ftreightning  the  plain, 
till  after  fix  or  feven  miles  riding  it  grows  not  above  a  mile  broad  ;  there  we  found 
fhe  city  Saraih,  which  extends  from  the  one  fide  to  the  other,  and  takes  up  part  of 
both  afcents.  At  the  eaft  end  ftands  a  caftle  upon  a  fteep  rock,  commanding  the  town 
and  paflage  eaftward  :  this  is  the  metropolis  of  the  kingdom  of  Bofnah ;  it  is  but 
mearvly  built,  and  not  great,  reckoning  about  fourfcore  mefchetees,  and  twenty  thou- 
fand  houfes. 

In  my  three  days  abode,  the  moft  notable  things  I  found,  was  the  goodnefs  of  the 
water,  and  vaft,  aTmoft  giant-iike,  ftature  of  the  men,  which,  with  their  bordering  upon 
Germany,  made  me  fuppofe  them  to  be  the  offsprmg  of  thofe  old  Germans  noted  by 
C.cefaT  and  Tacitus  for  their  huge  fiz:e,  which  in  other  places  is  now  degenerate  into 
the  ordinary  proportions  of  men.    Hence  at  ouf  departur-e  we  went  along  with  fhe 
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bafhaw  of  Bofnah,  his  troops  going  for  the  war  of  Poland  ;  they  were,  of  horfe  and 
foot,  between  fix  or  feven  thoufand,  but  went  fcattcring ;  the  bufliaw  not  yet  in  peVfon, 
and  the  taking  leave  of  their  friends,  fpirited  many  with  drink,  difcontent,  and  info- 
Icncy,  which  made  them  fitter  company  for  the  devil  than  for  a  Chriftian :  myfclf, 
after  many  launces  and  knives  threatened  upon  me,  was  invaded  by  a  drunken  JanilTary, 
whofe  iron  mace,  entangled  in  his  other  furniture,  gave  me  time  to  flee  among  the 
rocks,  whereby  I  efcaped  untouched.  Thus  we  marched  ten  days  through  a  hilly 
country,  cold,  not  inhabited,  and  in  a  manner  a  continued  wood,  moft  of  pine  trees. 
At  length  we  reached  Valliovah,  a  pretty  little  town  upon  the  confines  of  Hungary  ; 
where  the  camp  flaying  fome  days,  we  left  them  behind,  and  being  to  pafs  a  wood  near 
the  Chriftian  country,  doubting  it  to  be  (as  confines  are)  full  of  thieves,  we  divided 
our  caravan  of  fix  fcore  horfe  in  two  parts  ;  half  with  the  perfons,  and  goods  of  leaft 
cfteem,  we  fent  a  day  before  the  reft,  that  fo  the  thieves,  having  a  booty,  might  be 
gone  before  we  came,  which  happened  accordingly ;  they  were  robbed  ;  one  thief, 
and  two  of  ours  flain  ;  fome  hundred  dollars  worth  of  goods  loft.  The  next  day  we 
paifed,  and  found  fixteen  thieves  in  a  narrow  paflage,  before  whom  we  fet  a  good 
guard  of  harquebuzes  and  piftols,  till  the  weaker  fort  pafled  by ;  fo  in  three  days  we 
came  fafe  to  Belgrada. 

This    city,  anciently  called  Taurunum,  or  Alba  Gra;ca,  was  the  metropolis  of 
Hungary,  till  won  by  fultan  Soliman  the  fecond,  in  the  year  1525.     It  is  one  of  the 
moft  pleafant,  ftately,  and  conmiodious  fituations  that  I  have  feen  ;  it  ftaiids  moft  in  a 
bottom,  encompafled  eaftward  by  gentle  and  pleafant  afcents,  employed  in  orchards  or 
vines ;  fouthward  is  an  eafy  hill,  part  pofleifed  with  buildings,  the  reft  a   burying- 
place  of  well  nigh  three  miles  in  compafs,  fo  full  of  graves  as  one  can  be  by  another  ; 
the  weft  end  yields  a  right  magnificent  afpett,  by  reaibn  of  an  t  luinency  of  land  jetting 
out  further  than  the  reft,  and  bearing  a  goodly  ftrong  caftle,  whofe  walls  are  two  miles 
about,  excellently  fortified  with  a  dry  ditch  and  out  works.     This  caftle  on  the  weft 
fide  is  waflud  by  the  great  river  Sava,  which  on  the  north  of  the  city  lofes   itfelt  in 
the  Danubius,   of  old  called  Ifter,  now  Duny,   and  is  held  the  greateft  river  in  the 
world,  deep  and  dangerous  for  navigation,  runs  eaftward  into  the  luixine  or  Black  Sea, 
in  its  paftage  receiving  fifty  and  odd  rivers,  moft  of  them  navigable.     Two  rarities,  I 
was  told  of  this   river,  and  with   my  own  experience   found   true ;  one  was,  that  ar 
mid-day  and  mid-night,  the  ftream  runs  (lower  by  much  than  at  other  times ;  this  they 
find  by  the  noife  of  tiiofe  boat-mills,  whereof  there  are  about  twenty,  like  thofe  upon 
the  Rhoane  at  Lions ;  their  clackers  beat  much  flower  at  thofe  times  than  elfe,  which 
argues  like  ditlcrence  in  the  motion  of  the  wheel,  and  by  confequence  of  the  ftream  ; 
the  caufe  is  neither  any  reflux,  nor  ftop  of  current  by  wind  or  otherwife,  for  there  is 
no  encreale  of  water  obferved.     The  other  wonder  is,  that  where  thofe  two  great  cur- 
rents meet,  their  waters  mingle  no   more  tlian  water  and  oil ;  not  that  either  float*; 
above  other,  but  join  unmixed  ;  fo  that  near  the  middle  of  the  river,  1  have  gone  in  a 
boat,  and  tailed  of  the  Danuby  as  clear  and  pure  as  a  well ;  then  putting  my  hand  not 
an  inch  further,  I  have  taken  of  the  Sava  as  troubled  as  a  ftreet  channel,  tafting  tho 
gravel  in  my  teeth  ;  yet  did  it  not  taflc  untlious,  as  I  expeded,  but  hath  fome  other 
fecret  ground  of  the  antipathy,  which  though  not  eafily  found  out,  is  very  efledual  ; 
for  they  run  thus  threefcore  miles  together,  and  for  a  day's  journey   1  liave  been  an 
eye  witnefs  thereof. 

The  caftle  is  excellently  furnilhed  with  artillery,  and  at  the  entrance  there  ftnnd.s  an 
arfenal  with  fome  forty  or  fifty  fair  brafs  pieces,  moft  bearing  the  arms  and  inloripiJon 
of  Ferdinand  the  emperor.     That  which  to  me  feemeJ   ftrangeft  in  this  caftle  (ior  I 
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had  free  liberty  to  pry  up  ;ind  dowTi)  was  a  round  tower  called  the  Zindana,  a  cruelty 
not  by  them  devifcd,  and  feldom  practifed  ;  it  is  like  old  Rome's  Gemoniae :  the 
tower  is  large  and  round,  but  within  fevered  into  many  fquarcs  of  long  beams,  fet  on 
end  about  four  feet  afunder ;  each  beam  was  fluck  frequently  with  great  flefh  hooks  ; 
the  pcrfon  condemned  was  naked,  lot  fall  amongft  thofe  hooks,  which  gave  him  a 
quick  or  lafting  mifery,  as  he  chanced  to  light ;  then  at  the  bottom  the  Hver  is  let  in 
by  grates,  whereby  all  putrefaction  was  waflied  away.  Within  this  great  caftle  is 
another  little  one,  with  works  of  its  own  ;  I  had  like  to  have  mifcarried  with  approach- 
ing the  entrance,  but  the  rude  noife,  and  worfe  looks  of  the  guard,  gave  me  a  timely 
apprchcnfion  with  fudden  paiTage,  and  humiliation,  to  fweeten  them,  and  get  off ; 
for,  as  I  alter  learned,  there  is  kept  great  part  of  the  Grand  Seignior's  treafure,  to  be 
ready  when  he  wars  on  that  fide  the  empire  :  it  is  death  for  any  Turk  or  Chri(b!an  to 
enter  ;  antl  the  captain  is  never  to  go  forth  without  particular  licenfe  from  the  empe- 
ror. Here  the  baihaw  of  Temefuar,  joining  the  people  of  Buda,  and  his  own  with 
thofe  of  Belgrade  and  Bofnah,  they  were  held  encamped  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the 
town,  yet  not  fo  feverely,  but  the  Spahies,  JanilTaries,  and  Venturiers,  had  leave  to  go 
before  to  the  general  rendezvous,  as  they  pleafed,  though  mod  of  them  (laid  to  at- 
tend the  balhaws  ;  they  there  cxpefted  Murath  bafliaw  ;  he,  five  days  after  our  arrival, 
came  in  with  few  foot,  but  four  thoufand  horfe,  of  the  Spahy  Timariot's  ;  fuch  brave 
horfes,  and  men  fo  dexterous  in  the  ufe  of  the  launce,  I  had  not  feen.  Tlien  was 
made  public  proclamation  to  hang  all  fuch  Janillaries  as  fliould  be  found  behmd  thefe 
forces.  With  them  the  next  day  we  fet  forward  for  Sophia,  which  in  twelve  days 
we  reached.  The  bafhaws  did  not  go  all  in  company,  hut  fetting  forth  about  an  hour 
one  after  another,  drew  out  their  troops  in  length  without  confulion,  not  in  much  exact 
order  of  file  and  rank,  as  near  no  enemy.  In  this  and  our  former  march,  I  much 
admired  that  we  had  a  caravan  loaded  with  clothes,  filks,  tiffucs,  and  other  rich  com- 
modities, were  fo  fafe,  not  only  in  the  mam  army,  but  in  flraggling  troops,  amongft 
whom  we  often  wandered,  by  reafon  of  recovering  the  Jews  fabbath  ;  but  I  found  the 
caufe  to  be  the  cruelty  of  juftice ;  for  thieves  upon  the  way  are  empaled  without 
delay,  or  mercy ;  and  there  was  a  Saniack,  with  two  hundred  horfe,  who  did  nothing 
but  coaft  up  and  down  the  country,  and  every  man  who  could  not  give  a  fair  ac- 
count of  his  being  where  he  found  him,  was  prefentlv  ftrangled,  though  not  known 
to  have  oftcnded  ;  for  their  juilice,  althougl)  not  fo  raih  as  we  fuppofe,  yet  will  rather 
cut  oft  two  innocent  men,  than  let  one  offender  efcape ;  for  in  the  execution  of  an 
innocent,  they  think  if  he  be  held  guilt)'^,  the  example  works  as  well  as  if  he  were 
guilty  indeed  ;  and  where  a  conftant  denial  malces  the  iaft  doubted,  in  that  execution, 
the  refentment  fo  violent  terrifies  the  more :  therefore  to  prevent  diforders  fometimes, 
in  the  beginnings  of  war,  colourable  puniihmcnts  are  ufed,  where  juft  ones  are  want- 
ing. This  fpeedy  and  remorfelefs  feverity  makes  that  when  their  great  armies  lie 
about  any  towTi  or  pais,  no  man  is  endamaged  or  troubled  to  fccure  his  goods ;  in 
which  refped  it  pretends  more  effeft  upon  a  bad  age  than  our  Chiriftian  compaffion, 
which  is  fo  eafily  abufed,  as  we  cannot  raife  two  or  three  companies  of  foldiers,  but 
they  pilfer  and  rifle  wherefoever  they  pafs ;  wherein  the  want  of  cruelty  upon  delin- 
quents, caufes  much  more  oppreflion  of  the  innocent,  which  is  the  greateft  cruelty  of 
all.  Yet  without  their  army  there  want  not  fcandals,  for  in  the  way  we  paiTed  by  a 
Palanga,  which  is  a  village  fortified  with  mud  v.'alls  againft  thieves,  where  we  found 
a  fmall  caravan  to  have  been  affaulted  the  day  before,  and  divers  remaining  fore 
wounded  ;  for  through  all  '1  urkey,  efpecially  in  defart  places,  there  are  many  moun^ 
taineers,  or  outlaws,  like  the  Wild  Irifli,  who  live  upon  fpoil,  and  are  not  held  members 
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of  the  ftate,  but  enemies,  and  ufed  accordingly.     In  all  our  march,  though  I  could 
not  perceive  much  difcipline,  as  not  near  an  adverfe  party,  yet  I  wondered  to  fee  fuch 
a  multitude  fo  clear  of  confufion,  violence,  want,  ficknefs,  or  any  other  diforder ; 
and,  though  we  were  almofl  three  fcore  thoufand,  and  fometimes  found  not  a  town 
in  feven  or  eight  days,  yet  was  there  fuch  plenty  of  good  biiket,  rice,  and  mutton,  as 
wherefoever  I  pafled  up  and  down  to  view  the  vSpahies  and  others  in  their  tents,  they 
would  often  make  me  fit  and  eat  vith  them  very  plentifully  and  well.      The  feveral 
courts  ot  the  bafhaws  were  ferved  in  great  ftate,  each  of  them  having  three  or  four 
fcore  camels,  befides  fix  or  feven  fcore   carts  to  carry  the  baggage ;  and  when  the 
bafhaw  himfelf  took  horfe,  he  had  five  or  fix  coaches,  covered  with  cloth  of  gold  or 
rich  tapeftry,  to  carry  his  wives ;  fome  had  with  them  twelve  or  fixteen,  the  leaft  ten  ; 
who,  when  they  entered  the  coach,  there  were  men  fet  on  each  fide,  holding  up  a 
row  ot  tapeftry  to  cover  them  from  being  feen  by  the  people,  although   they  were 
after  the  Turkifti  manner  muffled,  that  nothing  but  the  eye  could  appear.      Befides 
thefe  wives  each  baftiaw  hath  as  many,  or  likely  more,  Catamites,  which  are  their 
ferious  loves  ;  for  their  wives  are  ufed  (as  the  Turks  themfelves  told  me),  but  to  drcfs 
their  meat,  to  laundrefs,  and  for  reputation.     The  boys,  likely  of  twelve  or  fourteen 
years  old,  fome  of  them  not  above  nine  or  ten,  are  ufually  clad  in  velvet  or  fcarlet, 
wi'.h  gilt  fcymeters,  and  bravely  mounted,  with  fumptuous  furniture  ;  to  each  of  them 
a  f.'ldier  appointed,  who  walks  by  his  bridle  for  his  fafet)'.     When  they  are  all  in  order, 
tJiere  are  excellent  ftierbets  given  to  anv  who  will  drink  ;  then  the  baftiaw  takes  horfe, 
before  whom  ride  a  dozen  or  more  ;  who  with  ugly  drums,  brafs  difties,  and  wind-in- 
ftruments,  noife  along  moft  part  of  the  journey.      Before  all  thefe  go   ofiicers,  who 
pitch   his  tent  where   he  fliall  dine  or  lodge ;  when   meat  is  ferved  up,  efpecially  at 
night,  all   the  people  give  three  great  fliouts.       Thefe  are  the  chief  ceremonies  I 
remember. 

That  which  fecured  and  emboldened  my  enquirv  and  paflhge  thefe  twelve  days 
march,  was  an  accident  the  firft  night,  which  was  tlius :  the  canip  being  pitched  on 
the  ftiore  of  Danubius,  I  went  (but  timoroufly)  to  view  the  fervice  about  Murath 
bafliaw's  court,  where  owq  of  his  favourite  boys  efjnnng  me  to  be  a  ftrangcr,  gave  me 
a  cup  of  ftierbet ;  1,  in  thanks,  and  to  make  friends  in  court,  prefentcd  him  with  a 
pocket  looking-glafs,  in  a  little  ivory  cafe,  with  a  comb,  fuch  as  arc  fold  at  Weftminfter- 
hall  for  four  or  five  ftiiliings  a  piece.  The  youth,  much  taken  therewith,  ran  and 
fliewed  it  to  the  bafliaw,  who  prefently  fent  for  me,  and  making  me  fit  and  drink 
coffee  in  his  prefencc,  called  for  one  that  fpoke  Italian  ;  then  demanding  of  my  con- 
dition, purpcjfe,  country,  and  many  other  particulars,  it  was  my  fortune  to  hit  hi^ 
humour  fo  right,  as  at  laft  he  aft:od,  if  my  law  did  permit  me  to  fer\  e  under  them 
going  againil  the  Polack,  who  is  a  Chriftian ;  promifing,  with  his  hand  upon  his 
breaft,  that  if  i  would,  1  ftiould  be  enrolled  of  his  companies,  furnidied  with  a  good 
horfe,  and  of  other  ni'celfaries  be  provided  with  the  reft  of  his  houfhold.  1  humbly 
thanked  him  for  his  fovour,  and  told  him,  that  to  an  Englifliman  It  was  laAvtul  fo 
ferve  under  any  who  wore  in  league  with  our  king,  and  that  our  king  had  not  only  a 
league  with  the  Gr;uid  Seignior,  but  continually  held  an  amballador  at  his  court, 
pfteeming  him  the  greateft  monarch  in  the  world ;  fo  that  my  fervice  there,  efpecially 
if  I  behaved  myfeif  not  unworthy  of  my  nation,  would  be  exceedingly  well  received 
in  England  ;  and  the  Polack,  though  in  name  a  Chriftian,  yet  of  a  left,  which  for 
idolatry,  and  many  other  points,  we  much  abhorred  ;  ■wherefore  the  F.njlifti  had  of 
late  helped  the  Mufcoviie  againft  him,  and  would  be  forwarder  under  the  Turks, 
whom  we  act  only  honoured  for  their  glorious  aclions  in  the  world,  but  alfo  lov?d 
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for  the  kind  commerce  of  trade  which  we  find  amongft  them  :  but  as  for  my  prefent 
engagement  to  the  war,  with  much  forrow  I  acknowledged  my  incapacity,  by  reafon  I 
wanted  language,  which  would  not  only  render  me  incapable  of  commands,  and  fo 
unferviceable,  but  alio  endanger  me  in  tumults,  where  1  appearing  a  ftranger,  and 
not  able  to  exprefs  my  atfection,  might  be  miftaken,  and  ufed  accordingly;  where- 
fore I  humbly  entreated  his  highnefs's  leave  to  follow  my  poor  affairs,  with  an  eternal 
obligation  to  blazon  this  honourable  favour  wherefoever  1  came.  He  forthwith  bid 
me  do  as  liked  me  bell  ;  wherewith  I  took  my  leave,  but  had  much  confidence  in  his 
favour,  and  went  often  to  obferve  his  court.  In  this  journey  we  paffed  through  a 
pretty  little  town  called  Niffe,  where  we  (laid  while  the  Jews  kept  their  fabbath. 
Here,  a  little  before  night,  wine  having  poffefled  a  Janizary,  and  one  other  Turk,  who 
rode  in  my  coach,  they  fell  out  with  two  country  fellows,  and  by  violence  took  an  axe 
from  one  of  them,  not  to  rob  him,  but  for  prefent  ufe  thereof  ;  which  being  done, 
I  gave  him  his  axe  again,  as  not  willing,  in  that  place,  to  have  fo  much  as  the  be- 
holder's part  in  a  quarrel.  Thefe  fellows  dogged  us,  the  Janizary  they  miffed,  but  at 
midnight  came  to  our  coach  where  we  flept,  and  opened  the  cover  :  whereat  I  fpeaking 
in  Italian,  they  knew  me ;  wherefore  leaving  me,  they  drew  the  Turk  by  the  neck 
and  flioulders,  and  gave  him  two  blows  with  fcymeters,  one  over  the  arm,  the  other 
upon  the  head,  in  fuch  fort  as  we  left  him  behind  in  great  danger  of  death  :  they  fled, 
I  was  found  there  all  bloody  ;  and  fo  taken,  had  furely  the  next  day  been  executed, 
but  that  within  lefs  than  half  an  hour  the  hurt  perfon,  coming  to  his  fenfes,  cleared 
me,  telling  how  it  came,  and  by  whom. 

Thus  in  twelve  days  we  came  to  Sophia,  the  chief  city  (after  the  Turkifh  divifion)  of 
Bulgary,  but,  according  to  the  other  geography,  it  ilands  in  Macedonia,  upon  the 
confines  of  Theffaly  ;  nor  hath  it  yet  loil  the  old  Grecian  civility,  for  of  all  the  cities 
I  ever  pafled,  cither  in  Chriftendom  or  without,  I  never  faw  any  where  a  ftranger  is 
lefs  troubled  either  with  affronts  or  gaping.  It  ftands  almoil  hi  the  midft  of  a  long 
and  fruitful  valley  ;  on  the  north  fide  about  four  miles  diftant,  runs  a  ridge  of  low 
hills  ;  fouthward,  three  miles  off,  ftands  an  high  and  fteep  mountain,  where  fnow  ap- 
pears all  the  year.  The  Jews  imd  Chriftians  have  here  the  doors  of  their  houfes  little 
above  three  feet  high,  wltich  they  told  me  was,  that  the  Turks  might  not  bring  in  their 
horfes,  who  elfe  would  ufe  them  for  ftables  in  their  travel  ;  which  I  noted  for  a  fign  of 
greater  flavery  than  in  other  places. 

Here  is  the  feat  of  the  Beglerbeg,  or  Viceroy  of  all  Greece,  by  the  Turks  called 
Rumely,  with  many  brave  mefcheetoes,  efpccially  the  great  one  in  the  ntiddle  (ff  the 
town,  and  another  on  the  fouth  fide,  with  a  magnificent  college.  It  hath  many  ftately 
hanes  or  kirevanferahs,  and  exquifite  baths  ;  the  principal  hath  a  hot  fountain.  Here 
the  bufinefs  of  our  caravan  ended,  nor  had  my  Janizary  much  defire  to  take  any  of 
new  ;  for  he  naturally  having  more  of  the  merchant  in  him  than  of  the  foldier,  would 
not  go  further  ior  tear  of  being  forced  to  the  war  ;  wherefore  he  ftaid  twenty  days  at 
Sophia,  till  the  camp  was  removed,  and  the  Grand  Seignior  returned  to  Conftantinople. 
Thus  I  never  faw  the  emperor's  perfon,  nor  the  main  body  of  the  army  ;  only  herein  was 
my  fuccefs  Ihort.  As  foon  as  the  Janizary  thought  the  coaft  clear,  we  went  four  coaches 
in  three  days  to  Potarzecke  ;  the  paffage  is  famous  for  antiquities.  Sixteen  or  eighteen 
miles  eaftward  of  Sophia,  we  paffed  over  the  hill  Rhodope,  where  Orpheus  lamented  his 
Euridice.  It  hath  divers  inequalities  of  ground,  none  very  fteep,  all  covered  with  low 
woods,  now  watched  with  divers,  who  by  reafon  of  the  frequent  robberies  there  com- 
mitted, do  by  little  drums  give  the  inhabitants  warning  of  all  fufpicious  paffengers.  In 
the  loweft  of  thofe  defcents  runs  a  little  brook,  of  which  I  conjedured,  and  a  learned 
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Jew  (to  whom  I  owe  moft  of  my  information)  confirmed,  that  the  old  poets  had  made 
the  river  Strymon,  where  the  difconfolate  Orpheus  was  torn  in  pieces  by  the  Thracian 
dames  ;  for  that  place  hath  ever  been  uncertainly  reckoned  to  Macedonia,  Thrace,  and 
Thcffaly. 

At  iafl  we  came  to  an  high  and-  large-mountain,  of  a  day's  journey  over ;  the  Jew 
held  it  to  be  the  Thermopylic,  a  place  as  floutly  contefted  for  of  old,  as  now  the  Valto- 
linc  with  us  ;  herewith  he  told  me  that  eaftern  cuitom  of  wearing  turbands  came  from 
thence  ;  and  that  how  once  the  barbarous  people  having  the  Grecian  army  at  a  great 
advantage,  there  was  no  other  remedy,  but  that  fome  few  ihould  make  good  that  narrow 
pafl'age,  while  the  main  of  the  army  might  efcape  away  :  there  were  brave  fpirits  who 
undertook  it ;  and  knowing  they  went  to  an  inevitable  death,  they  had  care  of  nothing 
but  fcpulture,  which  of  old  was  much  regarded  ;  wherefore  each  of  them  carried  his 
winding  flieet  wrapped  about  liis  head,  and  then  with  lofs  of  their  own  lives  laved  their 
fellows  ;  whereupon,  for  an  honourable  memorial  of  that  exploit,  the  Levantines  ufed 
to  wrap  white  linen  about  their  heads,  and  the  fafhion  fo  derived  upon  the  Turk. 

This  may  be  the  ftory  of  Leonidas  with  his  three  hundred  Spartans,  but  corrupted  by 
time  and  tradition.  When  I  had  confidered  the  pall'age,  it  feemed  capable  of  his  relation; 
and  this  might  well  be  the  Thtrmopyla.',  if  they  were  fo  near  the  Philippick  fields  ;  for 
befides  his  confellion,  the  tradition  of  divers  there  inhabiting,  and  all  concordance  of 
(lories  alfure  us,  that  the  champaign  between  this  mountain  and  Philippopolis,  oi  about 
forty  or  fifty  miles  hmg,  was  from  that  city  built  by  Philip,  called  Campi  Philipici,  famous 
for  the  Roman  civil  wars,  there  decided  in  two  battles,  the  nrfl  between  Casfar  and 
Pompey,  the  other  between  Auguftus  and  Mark  Anthony,  againil  Brutus  and  CalHus. 
I'he  plain,  but  that  it  is  a  valley,  much  refemblcs  our  downs  ot  Marlborough,  where 
the  Saxons,  as  it  is  thought,  had  a  great  battle ;  for  jull  in  that  manner  there  yet  re- 
mained the  heaps  where  the  ilain  were  buried,  and  good  part  of  the  trenches  :  the  two 
battles  were  fought  lixteen  or  eighteen  miles  afunder,  as  appears  by  the  iepulchres  and 
the  trenches  ;  Caefar's  was  next  the  hill,  the  other  nearer  Philippopolis  ;  which,  for 
want  of  other  authority,  I  conjecl:urcd  thus  :  firit,  in  Cafar's  battle  there  died  but 
fifteen  thoufand  two  hundred,  in  the  other  almoll  twice  as  many ;  this  proportion  is 
made  good  in  the  heaps,  thofe  towards  Philippopolis  being  greater,  and  much  more  in 
number  than  the  other  :  then  Ca;iar  writes,  that  after  Pompey,  and  the  main  of  his 
army  was  Hed,  a  refidue  not  yet  difperfed,  retired  to  a  hill  Us.  miles  oil,  which  had  a 
river  run  under  it ;  this  iquares  right  with  a  hill  on  the  fouth  fide  of  Potarzeeke,  a 
little  town  between  the  two  camps,  and  where  my  two  days  abode  gave  me  leifure  to 
read  C.;el"ars  commentary  thereon,  which  on  purpofe  I  carried  to  confer  upon  the 
place,  for  the  better  imprefiion  ;  this  Potarzeeke,  had  it  not  been  remarkable  for  the 
place,  was  not  worth  mentioning,  for  it  is  but  a  final  1  town,  reckoning  not  above  four 
thoufand  houfes,  hut  is  very  pleaiant  with  hills,  and  a  river  I'outhward. 

Hence  we  pafled  ealtward,  through  the  relt  of  the  plain  along  the  monuments  of 
Brutus  and  Caflius's  defeature.  The  tumuli  are  many,  fome  great,  fome  fmall,  more 
or  lefs  clofe  together,  as  the  flaughter  happened,  and  reach  at  leall  eight  or  nine  miles 
in  length,  extending,  as  it  feems  the  flight  did,  towards  Philippopolis,  now  in  Turkifti 
called  Philibee,  where  in  two  davs  we  arrived. 

A  little  before  the  city,  on  the  north  fide,  we  faw  the  Grand  Seignior's  liable  of 
camels,  where  is  place  and  order  for  five  thoufand  camels,  which  carry  his  provifion 
when  he  wars  on  this  tide  his  empire ;  and  then  the  general  rendezvous  ules  to  be  in 
thele  Philippick  fields,  now  termed  the  jilain  of  Potarzeeke,  through  which  alfo  runs 
the  river  Marilla,  in  fome  places  called  Hcbrus,  (hallow,  but  very  broad :  over  this 
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river,  at  the  north  entry  of  PhyHbee,  is  a  vaft  wooden  bridge,  more  than  a  quarter  of 
a  niile  long  :  through  the  midit  of  this  city,  from  north  to  fouth,  runs  a  ridge  of 
rocky  hills,  partly  taken  up  with  buildings,  the  reH  with  fepultures ;  among  which  1 
found  a  littlo  Greek  chapel,  built  in  the  old  Gentilifmc,  as  a  Greek  told  me,  and  it 
appears  alio  by  the  round  form,  vith  equal  divifion  of  altars;  there  remains  nothing 
remarkable  :  after  five  days  flay,  we  went  four  days  journey  through  many  pretty 
towns  of  Thrace,  till  we  came  to  the  chief  city  thereof,  and  one  of  the  principal  in 
all  Turkey  :  this  is  Adrianople  in  Turkilh  Hcidriancc,  of  Hadrian,  who  repaired  it : 
originally  it  was  (lyled  Orelta;  from  its  founder  ;  for  as  the  Greeks  there  pretend,  it  was 
built  by  Orcfles  fon  to  Agamemnon  :  until  the  conqueil  of  Conftantinople,  it  was  the 
Turks  imperial  feat.  North-call,  north,  and  north  welt,  lie  certain  low  and  eafy  hills, 
amonglt  which  glides  the  little  river  Tuny,  from  the  north  fide  of  the  city  to  the  weft, 
where  meeting  a  branch  of  the  Marifla,  it  pafles  a  mile  or  more  fouth-eaft,  where  joining 
with  the  other  branch,  it  runs  ftately  through  the  adjoining  phiin,  on  which  Xerxes 
firll  muftered  his  vaft  army,  when  he  had  palled  the  Hellefpont. 

This  city,  among  divers  other  names,  hath  been  called  Trimontium,  becaufe  it 
(lands  upon  three  little  liills,  or  rather  one  low  hill  with  three  eminences  ;  the  midft 
is  the  higheil  and  largeft,  upon  the  top  whereof,  as  the  crown  and  glory  of  the  other 
buildings,  ftands  a  ftately  melkeeto  built  by  Sultan  Solyman  the  fecond,  with  four  high 
and  curious  fpircs,  at  each  corner  one,  as  the  manner  of  Turkey  is ;  not  upon  the 
church  like  our  fteeples,  but  from  the  ground ;  each  of  them  hath  three  rounds  on 
the  outfide,  for  the  prieils  walk,  and  at  the  top  a  great  globe  and  half-moon  of  gold  : 
the  body  of  the  mefkecto  like  thofe  of  Conftantinople  (though  far  more  curious)  is  at 
the  bottom  quadrangular,  having  four  ftories  in  heighth ;  the  two  uppermoft  fo  con- 
tracted, as  that  divifion  which  quarters  the  two  loweft  into  tour  angles  a-piece,  cafts 
each  of  them  into  eight ;  at  either  angle  of  the  upper  ftory  is  a  great  round  pyramid  : 
they  fupport  the  root,  in  form  round  and  eminent,  all  covered  with  lead,  upon  the  top 
whereof  is  fet  a  globe  of  gold,  whereon  ftands  a  golden  pillar  and  an  half  moon  :  at  the 
bottom  of  this  building  arc  made  ten  conduits  with  cocks,  on  the  north  fide,  aud  aa 
many  on  the  fouth,  for  people  to  wafli  before  divine  fervice  ;  to  which  ufe  alfo,  on  the 
weft  fide  in  the  churchyard,  are  thirty  or  forty  cocks  under  a  fountain  fo  fumptuous, 
as  excepting  one  at  Palermo,  I  have  not  feen  a  better  in  Chriftcndom  ;  on  the  eaft  fide 
are  the  chief  priefts  lodgings  and  garden  ;  round  the  churchyard  are  cloifters,  baths,  a 
college  with  lodgings  for  priefts,  and  other  neceffary  offices,  all  covered  with  large 
round  tunnels  of  lead.  This  edifice  is  not  great,  but  of  ftructure  fo  neat,  and  that 
fo  advantageous  by  fituation,  as  renders  it  not  only  ftately  and  magnificent,  but  with 
fuch  a  delicacy  as  I  have  not  feen  iii  any  other  place,  no  not  hi  Italy.  Bciidc  this 
melkeeto,  there  is  another  brave  one  with  four  fpires,  built  by  Sultan  Selym,  and  many 
other  of  two  a-piece,  with  fair  colleges,  cloifters,  and  baths,  equal  to  the  monafteries 
of  any  one  city  in  Chriftendom  for  quality,  though  not  in  number  :  it  hath  alfo  many 
fair  himes,  all  covered  in  like  manner,  fo  likewife  are  their  befefteins  or  exchanges, 
whereof  it  hath  four  or  five,  fome  not  much  infenor  to  ours  in  London,  efpecially  one 
which  I  guefled  half  a  mile  in  length,  and  richly  fumiflied  with  wares :  the  chief 
bridges  are  four,  vaft  and  high,  all  of  itone  :  from  the  fouth  bridge  is  the  beft  view  of 
the  city,  where  it  makes  a  gallant  ftiew.  There  yet  remain  the  walls  of  the  old  town, 
which  now  contain  the  fourth  and  worft  part,  inhabited  by  Zinganaes,  Chriftians,  Jews, 
and  others  efteemed  as  refufe  people :  a  little  without  the  city  northward,  ftands  the 
Grand  Seignior's  feraglio,  with  a  park  walled,  fome  three  miles  in  compafs  ;  the  palace 
is  very  low,  all  covered  with  lead  rifmg  up  for  a  flat,  into  a  fharp  round,  and  feems 
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but  like  a  garden-houfe  for  pleafure :  it  is  kept  by  his  Agcmoglans,  to  entertain  not  only 
the  Grand  Seignior,  but,  in  his  abfence,  any  bafliaw  or  other  principal  minifter. 

After  ten  days  flay  at  Adrianople,  we  rode  up  and  down  as  bulincfs  required,  to 
Burgaz,  Cliurlo,  and  divers  other  pretty  towns,  all  of  them  adorned  with  dainty  mef- 
keetoes,  colleges,  hofpitals,  hanes,  and  bridges  :  for  it  is  in  Turkey  as  in  other  king- 
doms, the  nearer  to  the  imperial  city,  the  more  ftately  is  the  country  inhabited :  having 
thus  travelled  fix  days,  we  came  to  Sclibre,  of  old  Selyinbria ;  no  great  town,  but 
bigger  than  the  reft,  and  very  antient ;  the  old  caftle  and  walls  not  quite  demoHflied  : 
it  fiands  upon  the  foutb.  end  of  a  long  but  low  hill  :  the  other  three  points  are  en- 
compaifed  by  fea,  with  a  rocky  and  uuHife  port ;  from  whence  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  bay,  you  may  difcern  a  round  hill,  upon  which  remain  fome  ruins  of  the  old  city 
Heraclea  :  here  we  ftaid  two  days,  then  with  fome  diverfion,  in  three  more  we  reached 
Conflantinople  :  thus  had  we  made  from  Spalatra  fifty-two  days  journey,  and  as  many 
in  feveral  abodes ;  ever  lodging  upon  the  ground,  for  the  moll  part  in  open  fields  ; 
and  pafling  by  land  fifteen  hundred  miles  Englifh  ;  not  in  the  dirett  way,  for  that  had 
been  ihorter,  but  as  led  by  the  bufinefs  of  the  Jews,  who  were  patrons  of  the  caravan  : 
Conftantinople,  by  the  Turks  called  Stambole  (which  as  they  told  me  fignifies  faith 
and  plenty)  hath  an  uncertain  original,  ir.  famous  for  its  ruin  under  the  emperor 
Severus,  and  its  reparation  by  Conftantine :  at  other  times  it  hath  been  lacked,  but 
finally  ann.  1453,  ^^^  by  another  Conftantine,  as  the  former  fon  to  another  Helen ; 
in  this  Icfs  it  may  be  laid  to  gain  ;  for  it  is  fince  at  an  higher  glory  than  it  had  before, 
being  made  head  of  a  far  greater  empire:  of  old  it  was  ever  [waited,  by  the  Thracians 
on  the  one  fide,  and  Grecians  on  the  other ;  but  now  it  commands  over  both  :  I  ftaid 
here  but  five  days,  wherefore  I  had  not  leifurc  for  much  oMervation  ;  in  this  harte, 
I  put  my  thoughts  upon  two  points  ;  firft,  to  view  the  chief  public  figlits,  then  to  con- 
fider  the  judgement  of  thofe  ancient  emperors,  who  fo  often  thought  of  transferring 
the  feat  of  the  empire  from  Rome  thither  :  for  the  firft  ;  the  emperor's  perfon  I  could 
not  fee,  who  was  then  at  Scutari,  which  is  as  it  were  part  of  Conftantinople,  though 
fevered  by  the  mouth  of  the  Black  Sea  a  mile  over.  The  feraglio  I  faw  as  far  as 
ftrangers  ufed  to  do,  having  accefs  only  into  the  fecond  court :  a  building  low,  -and 
outwardly  but  mean  ;  with  a  low  cloifter  of  many  fmall  pillars  :  the  infide  I  law  not ; 
but  an  infinite  fwarm  of  officers  and  attendants  I  found,  with  a  filence  and  reverence  fo 
wonderful,  as  fiiewed  in  what  awe  they  ftand  of  their  fovereign :  a  ftone's  caft  from 
the  outermoft  entrance  Hands  that  famous  old  church  Sanda  Sophfti ;  thence  went  I  to 
ice  the  other  mclkeetoes,  that  of  Mahomet  the  fecond,  who  won  the  town  ;  that  of 
Achmat,  which  is  the  moft  fplendid  of  all  ;  into  that  of  Sultan  Solyman  I  went  to 
view  it  throughout,  but  fountl  it  no  way  equal  to  his  other  at  Adrianople,  which  in  my 
eye  is  much  more  magnificent  tlian  ajiy  of  thofe  at  Conftantinople.  Then  law  I  the 
}-'.g)ptian  obelilk,  the  brazen  pillar'  of  three  (hakes,  the  aqueduc>,  and  many  other 
things,  with  that  horrid  gap  made  by  fire  ann.  1633,  where  they  report  feventy  thou- 
fand  houfes  to  have  periflied.  The  other,  and  chief  part  of  my  contemplation,  confilled 
in  the  fituation  ;  which  (  'all  ])laces  that  I  ever  beheld,  is  the  moft  apt  to  command  the 
world  ;  for  by  land  it  hath  immediate  commerce  with  Greece,  Thrace,  and  from  Scu- 
tari with  Afia:  by  fea  the  Pontus  or  Black  Sea,  and  the  Marmora  or  Hellefpont,  not 
only  furnifli  it  with  infinite  ftore  of  fi(h  in  port,  but  readily  carry  their  commodities 
abroad,  and  bring  others  home  ;  and,  which  is  above  all,  the  mouths  of  both  thofe 
leas  aro  fo  narrow  that  no  patVage  can  be  forced  againft  the  caftles;  fo  as  for  ilrcngth, 
plenty,  and  commodity,  no  place  can  equal  it :  then  it  Hands  almoft  in  the  middle  of 
the  world,  and  therel-^y  capable  of  performing  commands  over  many  countries,  without 
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any  great  prejudice  of  diftance  ;  the  want  whereof  caufed  that  the  authority  of  Rome 
could  never  reach  the  Parthians,  and  hardlv  Germany,  and  raifed  that  maxim  left  by 
Auguftus — Cocrcendo!  imperii  icrminos  :  for  he  who  confiders  the  fudden  accidents  of 
Ibte,  with  the  diflicuities  of  remote  forces,  and  other  difpatciies,  muft  needs  acknow- 
k'dge  the  neceflity  of,  as  it  were,  a   mathematical  correfpondence  from  the  center  to 
the  circumference.     This  perhaps  the  crown  of  Spain  finds  too  true,  whofe  greatnefs 
could  not  clfe,  in  the  ikirts  of  its  empire,  receive  fuch  blows  from  fuch  petty  enemies 
as  it  does.     In  that  I  obfcrvcd  no  more  of  fo  great  a  city,  I  do  not  much  accufe  myfelf; 
for  the  chief  time  I  had  to  view  was  mv  firrt  two  days,  when  I  lodged  with  the  'I'urks 
in  the  hane  of  Mahomet  Bafhaw  ;  afterward  I  fliifted  into  Chriftian  habit,  and  went 
over  to  Galata,  v  here  I  was  very  courteoufly  entertained  in  the  houfe  of  an  Knglifli 
gentleman,  to  whom  I  was  recommended  ;  next,  after  I  had   kiffed  the  hands  ot  the 
right  honourable  Sir  Peter  Weych,  Lord  Amballador  for  his  Majefty  of  England,  I  took 
an  inftant  opportunity  of  palfage  for  P-gypt,  upon  the  Black  Sea  fleet,  which  three  days 
after  departed  for  iUexandria :  here  1  found  the  company  of  a  French  gentleman  and 
a  Flemifli ;  we  embarked  upon  the  admiral's  galleon,  hiring  to  ourfelves  the  gunner's 
room,  of  the  mailers  thereof,  who  were  two  renegadoes  that  fpake  good   Italian. 
Strait  we  fet  fail  forth  of  the  Marmora  down  the  Hellefpont,  in  all  86  veiVels  ;  in  two 
days  arrived  at  Gallipolv,  fo  named  of  the  French,  whofe  fury  hath  many  old  monu- 
ments in  the  Levant ;   here  we  lay  at  anchor  that  night,  flaying  for  fome  commifTions 
which  were  to  come  after,  or  as  I  rather  conjcclured,  for  news  of  the  Rhodian  gallies, 
which  the  next  day  met  us  a  little  below  the  callles,  to  be  our  convoy  againll  piracy 
or  Chriflians.    Some  thirty  miles  beneath  Galiipoly  is  the  ftreighteft  palfage  of  the  Hel- 
lefpont, not  above  half  a  mile  broad  ;  a  place  formerly  famous  for  Xerxes'  bridge,  but 
much  more  glorious  in  the  loves  of  Hero  and  Leander.     Thefe  caftles,  called  the  Dar- 
danelli,  command  the  paffage,  and  are  the  fecurity  of  Conflantinople  on  that  fide :  that 
upon  Europe,  antiently  SeRos,  is  made  with  two  towers,  one  within  the  other;  theinmoft 
highefl,  by  reafon  of  the  rifmg  ground  upon  which  they  Hand,  each  bearing  the  form 
of  three  femicircles,  with  the  out-wall  triangular :  the  other,  upon  the  Afian  Ihore,  is 
far  ftronger.  Handing  on  the  marilh  level  :  it  is  of  form  fquare,  with  four  round  turrets, 
at  each  corner  one  ;  in  the  middle  before  (lands  an  high  fquare  tower  commanding  over 
all.     This  formerly  was  named  Abydos,  not  that  the  buildings  remain   the  fame,  but 
often  re-edified  in  the  fame  place.     We  palfed  fo  leifurely  as  gave  me  time  to  note  the 
artillery,  which  I  found  thin  aloft,  but  plentiful  at  the  bottom  upon  the  ground,  looking 
out  at  feveral  holes  made  in  the  foundation  of  the  walls,  which  flriking  in  a  level,  hits 
a  Ihip  between  wind  and  water,  and  is  a  plantation  much  more  eft'eftual  than  that  above. 
About  fome  forty  miles  fail  forth  of  that  ilrcight,  on  the  Afian  fide,  we  reached  Cape 
Janizar,  antiently  Promontorium  Siga;um,  where  Troy  (lood,  of  which  nothing  remains 
to  be  feen  but  a  piece  of  an  old  wall  fome  forty  or  fifty  paces  long,  hard  by  the  fea,  and 
therefore  faid  by  Virgil  to  have  been  built  by  Neptune.     So  hath  that  famed  town  now 
put  on  immortality,  having  no  exiftence  but  in  poetry ;  whofe  fiftions,  by  complying 
with  the  fancy  of  man,  uphold  themfelves  beyond  the  reaHty  of  their  fubjed.      Befide 
the   conceit   of  fuch  a  ruin,  I  took  care  to  eonfider   the  judgement  of  antiquity  in 
the  fituation,  which  I  find  not  to  have  been  extraordinary,  either  for  pleafure,  commo- 
ditj,  or  ftrength.     The  promontory  makes  an  angle  which  hath  two  fides  encompaffed 
by  fea  ;  from  fouth  well  to  weft,  with  a  compafs  turning  from  weft  to  north  ;  on  the 
other  fide  lies  a  barren  fandy  plain  now  termed  Troade,  which,  fome  fifteen  or  twenty 
miles  from  fea,  is  environed  by  a  ridge  of  hills,  the  moft  eminent  whereof  the  Turks 
at  this  day  call  Ide,  whereby  I  acknowledged  it  for  that  Ida,  where  prince  Paris  retiring 
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from  all  wife  affairs  of  ftate,  and  preferment  of  court,  lived  an  effeminate  and  luxurious 
life ;  which,  clad  in  fable,  fames  him  there  to  have  preferred  Venus  before  Minerva, 
and  Juno  ;  and  to  have  given  her  the  golden  fruit  of  his  youth,  for  which  flie  favoured 
him  in  the  rape  of  Helen ;  but  becaufe  neither  Minerva  nor  Juno  aflilled  that  impreafe, 
therefore  it  proved  both  unwife  and  diflionourable.  About  two  leagues  wellward,  is 
the  little  ifland  Tenedos,  known  for  concealing  the  Grecian  navy  at  the  taking  of  Troy. 
Hence  we  failed  down  the  Archipelago,  through  thofe  iflands  fo  famed  for  antiquities — 
Nullum  fine  nomine  faxum  :  among  them  my  eye  felected  Samos,  Scio,  and  Pathmos  ; 
for  tile  wind  (leering  larboard,  drove  us  within  difcovery  thereof.  Samos  is  the  only 
place  in  the  world  under  whofe  rocks  grow  fponges.  The  people,  from  their  infancy, 
are  bred  up  with  dry  bifcuit,  and  other  extenuating  diet,  to  make  them  extreme  lean  ; 
then  taking  a  fpunge  wet  in  oil,  they  hold  it,  part  in  their  mouths  and  part  without, 
fo  they  go  under  water,  where,  at  firlt  they  cannot  flay  long ;  but,  after  pradice,  fome 
of  the  leanefl;  flay  above  an  hour  and  a  half,  even  till  all  the  oil  of  the  fponge  be 
corrupted  ;  and  by  the  law  of  the  ifland,  none  of  that  trade  is  fuffered  to  marry,  until 
he  have  flayed  half  an  hour  under  water.  Thus,  they  gather  fponges  from  the  bottom 
of  rocks,  more  than  an  hundred  fathom  deep  ;  which,  with  many  flories  of  thefe  iflands, 
was  told  me  by  certain  Greeks  in  our  galleon.  Scio  is  remarkable  for  maffick,  not 
elfewhere  found,  and  there  only  upon  the  fouth  fide  of  the  hill,  which  I  thought  to  be 
as  a  plant  not  enduring  the  cold  winds,  or  contrary  vapours  of  the  north  ;  they  imputed 
it  to  St.  'Theodore's  tears,  when  led  that  way  to  martyrdom.  Yet,  unlefs  he  traverfed 
much  ground,  many  of  thofe  trees  grow  where  he  never  came.  I  applauded  their 
belief,  but  kept  mv  own.  Pathmos  is  renowned  for  many  actions  of  Saint  John  :  I 
fancied  none,  till  the  Greeks  pointed  out  a  rock,  under  which  they  affirmed  to  be  a 
grot,  wherein  he  wrote  his  Apocalypfe.  In  fome  point?,  things  confecrated  are  imitated 
by  the  ordinary  ways  of  men ;  to  inffance,  in  profane  pieces.  Mahomet  was  two 
years  in  a  grot,  writing  his  Alcoran  ;  the  Sybils  moftly  lived  and  prophefied  in  grots, 
as  myfelf  have  feen  her's  at  Cun^ce  ;  as  alfo  the  fludy  and  habitation  of  Virgil,  in  a  grot 
at  mount  Pofilipo.  Many  old  oracles  were  delivered  out  of  caverns  or  grots  ;  in  fome 
the  higheft  fancies  of  men  have  been  produced  in  fuch  places ;  which,  in  thofe  who 
have  no  divine  credit,  I  impute  partly  to  the  privacy  and  afpeft  of  thofe  retreats,  which 
being  gloomy,  ftill,  and  ibleinn,  fettle  and  contract  the  mind  into  profound  fpeculation  j 
but  efpccially  ;o  the  quality  of  the  aii-,  a  thing  of  main  importance  to  diipofe  the  wit. 
The  air  of  thofe  rocky  caverns  is  not  fo  damp  and  earthy  as  that  of  dungeons,  not  fo 
immaterial  or  wafting,  to  unfettle  and  tranfport  the  phantafy,  as  that  above  ground  j 
but  of  a  middle  temper,  wherewith  it  affeds  the  brain  in  fuch  a  fort  as  is  fittefl:  to  exer- 
cife  its  intellectual  faculty,  to  the  height  of  what  its  compofition  bears.  Thus,  after  we 
had  in  eleven  days  palled  the  fouthern,  and  greateff  part  of  Ulyfles's  ten  years  voyage, 
we  came  before  Rhodes,  at  the  eaff:  end  of  the  ifland,  where  we  entered  the  wind-mill 
port,  fo  named  by  reafon  of  many  wind-mills  ffanding  before  it.  Hard  by  there  la 
another  port  more  inward,  for  the  gallics,  and  of  entrance  fo  fhallow,  as  is  not  capable 
of  deep  velfels.  Here  we  flayed  three  days,  which  gave  me  fome  view  of  the  place,  and 
that  fo  much  the  more,  by  being  taken  for  a  fpy  ;  for  in  Rliodos  there  is  no 
pretence  of  merchandize  for  a  chriffian  ;  and  but  that  my  excufe  of  going  upon  a  wager 
into  Egypt  feemed  polfiblc,  I  had  here  been  loft.  Yet,  in  that  fufpicion,  fome  of  them, 
out  of  fuch  bravery  as  I  had  once  before  found  in  their  camp,  ffiowed  mc  the  palace  or 
fortrefs  of  the  grand  maffer  formerly,  wiili  the  out-works,  ;uul  three  great  deep  ditches, 
all  cut  in  the  quick  rock  round  the  caftle,  except  one  part  where  it  joins  with  the  chief 
ftreet.  Then  they  flaewcd  mc  a  high  wuidow  towards  tlic  weft,  telling  mo  this  flory: 
VOL.  X.  ii  n  i'^*'- 
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that  when  Suhau  Solyman  befieged  the  town,  there  ftooil  in  that  window,  tlie  grand 
maflcr,  with  a  nephew  ot"  his,  and  a  cliicf  engineer.  They,  confidering  the  camp,  tiie 
engineer  told  him  thev  were  iiapjjv  that  the  enemy  i^new  not  the  advantage  of  luch  a 
place,  pointing  to  the  fide  of  a  hill,  where  certain  wind-mills  Ihmd  ;  for,  qnoth  he,  it 
they  {lioukl  plant  the  artillery  there,  we  were  loll.  Herewith,  the  young  nephew,  in 
hopes  of  preferment,  took  fecretlv  fome  Tiirkifli  arrows,  and  trom  the  window,  Ihot 
them  into  the  camp,  having  lirll  writ  upon  them  this  difcovery,  and  his  name.  They 
being  found,  the  advice  was  approved,  and  put  in  execution,  which  forced  the 
town  in  three  days  to  furrender.  Solyman,  according  to  the  rule  of  princes,  more 
brave  than  politic,  caufed  the  traitor  to  be  put  to  death.  This  citv,  on  the  ealt  and 
north,  is  enconipalTed  by  fea ;  the  fouth  and  welt  join  bv  land  to  the  reit  of  the  illand. 
It  Hands  upon  a  little  hill,  reaching  to  the  bottom  thereof;  it  is  four  miles  from  the  old 
citv,  which  flood  upon  a  lleep  high  hill,  where  now  remain  jiart  oi  the  walls,  ami  a  po(>r 
viliage. 

I  took  a  boat  to  view  the  place  where  the  Coloffus  flood,  at  the  entrv  of  that  haven. 
There  is  not  leftanv  remainder  of  that  flatue  ;  but  the  rocks  whereon  his  footing  was, 
■are  wide  enough  iov  two  great  lliips  to  pal's  both  together.  Why  the  Cavaliers  did 
transfer  their  feat  from  the  old  city  to  the  new,  I  could  not  learn,  unlefs  it  were  for  the 

f)ort,  which  being  obvious  to  all  comers,  they  had  rather  occupv  it  themfelves  than 
eave  it  to  an  invader.  Within  the  city,  the  arms  of  France  are  very  frequent  ;  the 
Spanifh  and  Imperial  not  in  more  than  two  or  three  places ;  ours  not  at  all  ;  whereby 
I  proportioned  the  old  national  interelt  in  that  order.  The  molt  egregious  momunents 
of  any  one  grand  mafler  is  of  Peter  d'Aubiil'on,  a  Frenchman  there,  governing  alwvc 
two  hundred  years  fince  ;  he,  amongfl  other  notable  works,  built  a  round  tower,  witli 
many  retired  circles  for  combatants.  In  the  w  all  before  the  haven,  to  fcour  the  moiuh 
thereof,  he  made  two  huge  brals  pieces,  fo  large  as  I  never  faw  anv  fix  cannons  w  holt- 
metal  could  make  tlie  lealt  of  them.  In  this  ifland,  the  fun  is  lb  powerful  and  conflant, 
that  it  was  anciently  dedicated  to  Phctbus.  They  have  a  kind  of  grape  as  big  as  a 
damfon,  and  of  that  colour  ;  the  vines,  if  watered,  bear  all  the  year,  both  ripe  grapes, 
half  ripe,  and  knots,  all  together  upon  the  fame  vine  ;  yet,  that  they  may  not  wear  out 
too  foon,  they  ufe  to  forbear  watering  of  them  in  December  and  January,  during  which 
time  they  bear  not,  till  after  a  while  that  thev  are  watered  again.  Upon  my  firit  land- 
ing, I  had  efpied,  among  divers  very  honourable  fepulchres,  one  more  brave  than  the 
rell,  and  new.  I  enquired  whofe  it  was  ;  a  Turk,  not  knowing  whence  I  was,  told  me 
it  was  the  captain  bafhaw,  flainthe  year  before  by  two  Englifh  fliips,  and  therewith  gave 
fuch  a  language  of  our  nation,  and  threatening  all  whom  they  fhould  light  upon,  as 
made  me,  upon  all  demands,  profefs  myfelf  a  Scotchman,  which  being  a  name  unknown 
to  them,  faved  me  ;  nor  did  I  fuppofe  it  any  quitting  of  my  country,  but  rather  a  retreat 
from  one  corner  to  the  other  ;  and  when  they  enquired  more  particularly,  I,  intending 
my  own  fafety  more  than  their  inltruction,  relate<l  the  truth  botli  of  my  king  and 
country,  but  in  the  old  obfolete  Greek  and  Latin  titles,  which  was  as  dark  to  them  as  a 
difcourfe  of  Ifis  and  Ofyris.  Yet,  the  third  day,  in  the  morning,  I,  prving  up  and 
down  alone,  met  a  Turk,  who,  in  Italian,  told  me.  Ah  '  are  you  an  Engliiliman  ;  ami, 
with  a  kind  of  malicious  pofture,  laying  his  forefinger  under  his  eye,  methought  he  had 
the  looks  of  a  defign  :  he  prefently  departed,  I  got  to  my  galleon,  and  liurlt  go  to  land 
no  more.  The  next  morn  we  departed  for  Alexandria,  in  Kgvpt,  accompanied  with 
ten  ordinary  gallies  of  Rhodes,  and  three  old  ones,  which  went  to  be  fold  for  fuel.  The 
weatfier,  although  right  in  flern,  grew  fb  high,  as  the  three  old  gallies  periflied,  two  in 
the  night  with  4II  their  people,  the  third  by  day,  in  our  fight ;  but  defpairing,  bv  times 
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made  up  to  ;i  ;j;allcon,  near  ours,  aiui  laved  fucii  of  her  men  who  were  neither  cliained 
nor  otherwiie  incumbered.  After  three  days  full  fail,  we  arrived  in  port.  Alexandria, 
firll  built  by  Alexander  the  Great,  was,  after,  beautified  by  many,  but  cfpccially  by 
I'ompey;  it  beans  yet  the  monuments  of  its  ancient  plory,  pillars  in  great  number  and 
lizc,  both  above  ground  and  below,  molt  of  porphiry,  and  other  marble  as  firm.  The 
ancient  l-'gvptians  had  a  curtom,  now  not  in  ufe,  that  was,  to  make  as  great  a  part  of 
thehoufe  beneatii  ground  as  above;  that  below  was  the  mofl  coilly,  with  pillars  and 
rich  pavements  for  refrefhment,  being  their  fummer  habitation  ;  the  upper  part  had  the 
larger  pillars  f(ir  (hew,  but  not  tlie  neatell:.  Above  all  the  relt,  there  are  three  far  be- 
\ond  any  that  1  ever  law  cllewhere ;  that  of  Pompe\',  where  his  allies  were  laid,  upon 
the  rocky  fliore  hard-b\-,  where  lie  was  llain  in  a  boat  at  fea  ;  it  is  round,  all  of  one  ftone, 
a  kind  of  reddilh  grev  m,u-bie,  fo  wonderfully  large,  as  made  me  falute  his  memory  with 
tile  poet's  prophetical  hail  —  Tcmplis  ouroquc  fcpultus-i-ilior  umbra  fores.  It  Ihmds  upon 
a  four-fquare  rocky  foundation,  on  the  fouth-lide  of  the  town,  without  the  walls, 
"^Virliin,  on  the  north  towards  the  fea,  are  two  fquare  obelilks,  each  of  one  entire  itone, 
full  ot  Kgyptian  hieroglipliicks,  the  one  Handing,  the  other  fallen.  1  think  either  of 
them  thrice  as  big  as  that  at  Conltantinople,  or  the  other  at  Rome;  and,  therefore, 
left  behind  as  too  heavy  for  tranfportation.  Near  thefe  obelilks  are  the  ruins  ot  Cleo- 
patra's palace,  high  upon  the  fhore,  with  the  private  gate,  whereat  flie  received  her  Mark 
^Vntony  after  their  overthi-ow  at  Adtium.  Two  llones-caft;  further,  upon  another  rock 
over  the  fliore,  is  yet  a  round  tower,  one  part  of  Alexander's  palace,  where  yet,  in  the 
walls,  remahis  a  pallage  of  brick  pipi's,  part  of  a  vendiduft.  Tiie  town  is  now  alniofl 
nothing  but  a  white  Jieap  of  ruins,  elpecially  the  eaft  and  fouth  parts.  The  walls  were 
high,  and  trcquontlv  let  with  fmall  turrets,  but  not  very  llrong,  except  toward  tiie  fea, 
where  they  ftand  U])on  great  fleep  rocks.  The  north  and  weft  are  walhed  by  the  fea, 
whicii  makes  two  ports,  each  in  form  of  a  half-moon  ;  between  them  runs  a  long 
narrow  neck  of  land,  iiiined  once  bv  a  bridge,  but  now  made  firm  land  with  that  then 
an  illand,  called  the  Pharos ;  a  place  which,  in  Oefar's  judgment,  did  command  both 
the  port  and  town  ;  of  which  opinion  the  'J'urks  now  arc  ;  and,  therefore,  contrary  to 
their  ufual  culloni,  they  have  there  built  a  brave  new  callle,  which  anfwers  another  little 
one  on  the  other  point  of  the  haven  :  thefe  command  the  broad  entry  at  leall  a  mile 
and  a  half;  but  liow  it  could  be  done  before  artillery  came  up,  as  Ciefar  aflirms,  I 
wouiier ;  nor  are  the  banks  wider  bv  time,  as  ap|iears  bv  the  walls  and  old  circuit  of 
buildings  upon  tlie  fhore,  on  the  welt-fule  of  the  Pharos  ;  and  under  protedion  thereof, 
is  the  other  port  only  for  gailies,  as  too  full  of  fhelves  and  rocks  for  deep  bottoms. 
I'Vefli  water  is  brought  to  Alexandria  in  a  large  ami  deep  channel  cut  by  men,  alinofl 
fourfcore  miles,  through  the  wildernt^s,  to  the  Nile.  This  channel  is  dry  till  the  river 
overllow  s,  then  it  runs  into  the  citv,  but  fo  low  as  tliev  are  forced  to  get  it  up  by  chained 
buckets,  and  wheels  drawn  with  oxen  ;  fb  it  is  convevcnl  aiul  kept  in  cillerns,  v. hereof 
now  tiiere  remain  but  fix  hundred  of  two  thoufand  at  the  lirll.  'ihe  earth  calf  out  of 
thole  ciflerns,  hath  made  two  fair  mounts,  upon  one  w  hereof  is  let  a  watch-tower,  to  give 
warning  of  lliips.  Upon  the  louth  of  tiie  town  ii^s  that  vail  fandy  plain,  great  part 
taken  up  with  the  fait  lake  Mareotis.  I'.alfward,  not'  far  from  the  fea,  we  rode  through 
a  faiulv  defart,  fome  forty  miles  to  RolVtta.  All  l''.gv])t,  where  the  Nile  arrives  not,  is 
nothing  but  w  hiiilh  land,  bearing  no  grafs,  but  two  little  weeds  called  Suliit  and  Ga/.ull, 
w  liich,  burnt  to  alhes,  ajid  conveyed  to  Venice,  make  the  linell  chrylbil  glalVes  ;  yet  arc 
there  many  fort  of  trees,  nouriflied  by  no  moillure  but  the  night  dew,  whicli  is  abundant, 
for  m  I'.gypt  it  fcarce  rains  once  in  three  or  four  ages.  Above  all,  inlinite  number  ot 
palms  grow  every  where,  w  iili  dates  as  big  as  both  one's  thumbs,      hi  the  plain,  the  wind 
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drives  the  fand  into  folds,  like  fnow  with  us,  fo,  as  if  any  wind  ftir,  no  track  of  man  or 
bealls  lads  a  quarter  of  an  hour  ;  wherefore,  to  direct  paflcngers,  there  are  fet  up  round 
brick  pillars,  iive  or  fix  yards  high,  one  within  a  mile  of  another,  which  put  me  in  mind 
of  tl;c  Ifraelitos  being  guided  forth  of  Egvpt  by  pillars.  Thus,  in  a  day  and  an  half, 
came  we  to  Rofetta,  formerly  Canopus,  a  pretty  little  city.  It  ftands  upon  the  Nile, 
four  miles  from  its  entry  into  the  fea ;  once  it  was  famous  for  all  manner  of  luxury, 
now  it  wants  nothing  thereto  but  art  and  a  foft  government.  Here  we  hired  a  boat 
for  Grand  Cairo,  three  hundred  and  ilxty  miles  off".  In  five  days  we  arrived,  though 
againll  the  ftream,  and  about  the  highefl  of  the  inundation,  for  the  north-weil  wind 
helped  us  well.  All  that  long  way,  we  fcarce  palled  four  miles,  but  we  found  a  pretty 
town  upon  the  banks,  likely  one  of  each  fide  oppofite,  which,  if  Turkifli,  they  were  high 
built,  of  brick  or  other  firm  ftone  ;  but  if  Arabic  and  Egypti;m,  the  houfes  v/ere  moll  of 
mud,  jufl:  in  form  of  beehives.  The  Nile,  at  the  highefl:,  is  ordinarily  near  a  mile  and  a 
quarter  over,  fometimes  making  a  great  plafli  of  profitable  ground.  Much  benefit  of 
the  overflow  is  made  by  ditches,  and  gardens  watered  with  wheels  drawn  bv  oxen.  As 
far  as  the  river  waters,  is  a  black  mould  fo  fruitful,  as  they  do  but  throw  in  the  feed,  and 
have  four  rich  harveflis  in  lefs  than  four  months.  Mofl:  part  of  the  banks  is  fet  with 
daint)-  fugar-canes,  flax,  and  rice.  In  the  way,  the  wind  failing,  our  watermen  drawing 
the  boat  with  ropes  from  land,  there  came  fix  of  the  wild  Arabs,  five  on  horfeback,  one 
on  foot,  each  with  a  lance,  which  they  can  ufe  in  hand,  or  dart  very  dexteroufly.  Our 
boat-men,  rogues  of  the  fame  race,  flood  rdll  that  they  might  take  the  ropes,  whereat 
the  Janiflary,  a  flout  and  honell  Turk,  difcharged  his  harquebuze  at  the  horfemen, 
who,  wheeling  about,  came  fpeedily  again,  where,  finding  two  of  us  with  piflols  guard- 
ing the  ropes,  and  awing  our  boat-men,  they  durft  not  come  on  ;  nor  were  they  fudden 
in  flight,  but  that  the  Janiffary  let  fly  once  more,  and,  as  feemed  to  us,  tufted  through  one 
of  their  turbans;  then  away  they  ran.  Finally,  we  arrived  at  that  part  of  Grand  Cairo 
called  Bulakho,  where  we  got  direftion  to  the  palace  of  a  Venetian  geiuleman,  the  II- 
luflrilhmo  Seignior  Santo  Seghezzi,  whofe  noble  way  of  living  gives  reputation  to  his 
country,  and  protection  to  all  travellers  in  thofe  parts.  Here  my  late  companions  flayed 
but  few  days  ;  for,  overcome  with  heat,  and  fpirited  by  devotion,  they  haflened  to  return 
by  Jcrufalem.  I,  not  fo  impatient  of  the  cUmate,  nor  loving  company  of  Clirillians  in 
Turkey,  and  but  reafonably  afl'efted  to  relics,  left  them,  and  prefumed  to  receive  a  longer 
entertainment ;  whereto  I  found  an  invitation  freely  noble  of  itfelf,  and  with  much  regard 
to  an  honourable  recommendation  of  me,  font  by  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Amballador 
of  Holland,  at  Conflantinople,  Sir  Cornelius  Haga,  who,  having  known  my  kinfinan. 
Sir  James  Blount,  and  fome  others  of  our  name,  was  pleafed,  in  me,  to  honour  their 
memor)'.  Here  my  abode,  in  a  family  which  had  there  been  refident  twenty-five  years, 
informed  me  of  many  things  with  much  certainty.  Firfl,  I  mufl  remember  things  upon 
record  conflantly  renewed  in  ofilce,  as  the  multitude  of  the  mefkectoes,  that  is,  churches 
anil  chapels,  five  and  thirty  thoufand  ;  then  the  noted  flreets,  four  and  twenty  thoufand, 
befides  petty  turnings  and  divifions.  Some  of  thofe  llreets  I  have  found  two  miles  in 
length,  fome  not  a  quarter  fo  long  ;  every  one  of  them  is  locked  up  in  the  night,  with  a 
door  at  each  end,  and  guarded  by  a  muflceteer,  whereby  fire,  robberies,  tumults,  and 
other  diforders  are  prevented. 

With(.ut  the  city,  toward  the  wildemefs,  to  flop  fudden  incurfions  of  the  Arabs  from 
abroad,  there  watch  on  horfeback  four  faniacks,  with  each  of  them  a  thoufand  horfe-men. 
Thus  is  this  city  every  night  in  the  year  guarded  with  eight  and  twent)  thoufand  men. 

Thefe  extravagant  propordons  argued  fuch  a  fize  of  the  main  body,  as  made  me  dcfire 
an  entire  view  thereof,  which  I  got  in  feveral  places,  but  beft  of  all  from  the  top  of  the 
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caflle,  which  is  founded  upon  a  rocky  afcent  on  the  eafl  fide  of  the  city ;  it  is  not  quite 
decayed,  nor  diligenily  kept,  but  held  rather  as  the  bafhaw's  palace,  than  a  fortrefs  ;  nor 
did  I  difcern  any  artillery  therein.  It  was  built  by  the  old  Soldans  and  their  Mamelukes, 
and  that  in  fuch  a  fort  as  teftifies  their  government  to  have  been  tyrannous  and 
Itately.  There  yet  remain  in  one  arched  place,  forty  pillars  of  porphiry,  as  big  as  thofe 
two  of  St.  Mark  at  Venice.  At  the  foot  of  this  hill  is  a  place  about  half  a  mile  long, 
where  they  exercife  their  great  horfe.  Hard  by  Hands  a  little  houfe  and  garden,  all 
under  the  cadle's  view  ;  therein  the  bafliaws  of  Grand  Cairo,  when  depofed,  are  kept, 
until  they  are  either  preferred  or  ftrangled.  So  potent  is  that  office  efleemed,  and  fo 
full  of  ftate  fecrets,  as  may  not  be  left  unnfTured,  but  by  fatisfaclion  or  death.  Beyond 
this  caftle  lies  the  plain  fandy  defart,  which  encompaffcs  the  eaft,  north,  and  north-weft 
of  the  city.  From  the  caflle  to  the  Nile,  about  three  miles  through  Old  Cairo,  extends 
an  aqueduct  far  more  Itately  and  large  than  either  that  of  Conftantinople  or  the  other 
at  Rome.  The  Nile  runs  along  the  fouth  of  the  town  to  the  wefl,  making  at  its  firfl 
arrival,  a  dainty  little  ifland  ;  where,  amongft  many  fine  buildings,  fland  the  Nilofcope, 
which  is  a  little  caftle,  wherein  is  fet  a  pillar,  with  feveral  notes  declaring  the  inundation 
all  over  Egypt,  according  to  each  degree  which  the  water  reaches  upon  the  pillar  ; 
then  they  forefee  the  future  year's  increafe,  and  rate  provifion  accordingly. 

The  day  when  the  flood  begins,  is  conftantly  the  fummer  folftice ;  the  increafe  is 
ufually  between  fourfcore  and  a  hundred  days  ;  then,  fuddcnly  it  abates,  and  by  the  end 
of  November,  is  within  its  narrowefl  banks,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  broad.  The  caufe 
of  this  admirable  inundation  I  am  not  credulous  enough  to  underfland.  The  whole 
circuit  of  the  city  feemed  to  me  between  thirty-five  or  forty  miles.  A  Venetian,  who 
was  with  me,  affirmed  it  to  be  much  more ;  he  proportioned  it  by  Italian  meafure,  I  by 
Engiifli.  This  large  compafs  helps  other  concurrencies  to  juffify  the  Turkifh  re- 
ports, how  that  after  Selim's  firft  entry  of  the  town,  he  fpcnt  four  days  in  combat  before 
he  paffed  quite  thorough.  Thofe  relations  v/hich  reftrain  Cairo,  intend  but  of  one  prin- 
cipal part  thereof,  named  Elkhayre,  firom  the  founder's  habitation  therein ;  according 
to  which  divifion,  that  burgh  is  but  one  of  five  principal,  befide  ten  or  eleven  more  ot 
Icfs  name,  and  all  joined  as  London  and  Weftminfter.  This  city  is  built  after  the  Egyp- 
tian manner,  high  and  of  large  rough  ftone,  part  of  brick,  the  ftreets  narrow.  It  hath 
not  been  yet  above  an  hundred  years  in  the  Turks  pofTeflion,  wherefore  the  old  build-- 
ings  remain  ;  but  as  they  decay,  the  new  begin  to  be  after  the  Turkifh  manner,  poor, 
low,  much  of  mud  and  timber :  yet  of  the  modern  fabrics,  I  muft  except  divers  new 
palaces,  which  I  there  have  feen,  both  of  Turks,  and  fuch  Egyptians  as  moft  engage 
againit  their  own  country,  and  fo  flourifji  in  its  opprelfion.  I  have  often  gone  to  view 
them  ajid  their  entertainments,  fometimes  attending  the  IlluftrifTinio  with  whom  I  lived, 
olherwhilos  accompanied  with  fome  of  his  gentlemen.  The  palaces  I  found  large  and 
high,  no  Hate  or  tiourifh  outwardly  ;  the  firft  court  fpacious,  let  with  f;ur  trees  for  fhade, 
where  were  feveral  beafts  and  rare  birds,  and  wonderful  even  in  thofe  parts ;  the 
inner  court  joined  to  delicious  gardens,  watered  with  fountains  and  rivulets ;  bcfidc  the 
infinite  variety  of  ftraage  plants,  there  wanted  no  fhade  from  trees  of  caflia,  oranges, 
lemons,  figs  of  Ph;!rn;ih,  tamarinds,  palms,  and  others,  amongfl  which  p;ifs  very  fre- 
quently camelions.  The  entry  into  tlie  houfe,  and  all  the  rooms  throughout,  arc  paved 
with  niiiny  fever.il  coloured  m;u-bles,  put  into  line  figures;  lb  likewife  are  the  walls,  but 
in  Mofaic  of  a  lei's  cut;  the  roof  layed  with  thwart  beams,  a  foot  and  a  half  dif- 
taiit,  all  carved,  great,  and  double  gilt ;  the  windows  with  grates  of  iron,  few  with 
glafs,  as  not  deliring  to  keep  out  the  wind,  and  to  avoid  the  glimmering  of  the  fun, 
wliich,  in  thofo  hot  countries,  glalij  would  break,  with  too  much  dazzling  upon  the  eye;. 
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the  floor  is  made  witli  foinc  elevations  a  foot  liigh,  where  tlicy  fit  to  eat  and  drink  ; 
thofe  arc  covered  with  ricli  fapellry  ;  the  lower  pavement  is  to  walk  upon,  where,  in  tlic 
chief  dining  cliamber,  according  to  the  capacity  of  the  room,  is  made  one  or  more  richly 
gilt  fountains  in  the  upper  end  of  the  chamber,  which,  tlirough  fecret  pipes,  fup- 
plies  in  the  middle  ot  tlie  room  a  dainty  pool,  either  round,  iour-fquare,  triangular,  or 
of  other  figure,  as  the  place  requires,  ufually  twenty  or  twenty-four  yards  about, 
and  almort;  two  in  depth,  fo  neatly  kept,  the  water  fo  clear,  as  makes  apparent  the  ex- 
quifite  Mof;uc  at  the  bottom.  Herein  are  preferved  a  kind  of  fifli  of  two  or  three  feet 
long,  like  barbies,  which  have  often  taken  bread  out  of  my  hand,  fucking  it  from  mv 
fingers  at  the  top  of  the  water.  But  tliat  which  lo  me  feemcd  more  magnificent  than  all 
this,  was  my  entertainment.  Entering  one  of  thefe  rooms,  I  faw  at  the  upper  end, 
amongfl  others  fitting  crofs-legged,  the  Lord  of  the  palace,  who,  beckoning  to  me  to 
come,  I  firfl  put  oil"  my  (hoes,  as  the  reft  had  done;  then  bowing  often,  with  my  hand 
upon  my  bread,  came  near  ;  where  he,  making  me  lit  down,  tliere  ;ittended  ten  or 
twelve  handfome  young  pages,  all  clad  in  fcarlet,  with  crooked  daggers  and  fcime- 
tars  richly  gilt.  Four  of  them  came  with  a  flieel  of  tafl'ety,  and  covered  me;  another 
held  a  golden  incenfe  \\  itli  ricit  perfume,  wherewith,  being  a  little  fmoaked,  they  took 
all  away.  Next  came  two  with  fweet  water,  and  befprinkled  me  ;  after  that,  one  brought 
a  porcelain  difli  of  coffee,  wliich,  wlien  I  had  drank,  antither  ferved  up  a  draught  of  excel- 
lent (herbet.  'I'hen  began  our  difcourfe,  wliich  paiied  bv  an  interpreter,  by  realon  of  nry 
ignorance  in  the  Arabic  there  fpoken.  In  their  qucitions  and  replies,  I  noted  the  Egyp- 
tians to  have  a  touch  of  the  merchant  or  Jew,  with  a  fpirit  not  fo  foldier-like  and  open 
as  the  Turks,  but  more  difcerning  and  pertinent.  In  fome  remote  part  ot  the  houfe 
they  have  their  ilables  of  horfes,  iuch  for  ihape,  as  they  fay,  are  not  in  the  world,  and  I 
cafilv  believe  it,  l)ut  unufetul  in  other  countries,  I'jy  reafon  of  their  tender  hoofs 
never  ufed  to  any  ground  but  fand.  They  have  one  fort  of  a  pecidiar  race,  not  a  jot 
outwardlv  different  from  other  horfes,  nor  always  the  handfomell ;  but  they  are  rare  and 
in  fuch  efteem,  as  there  is  an  ofiicer  appointed  to  tee  the  foal  when  any  ot  that  race  is 
foaled,  to  regiller  it,  with  the  colour,  and  to  take  teflimony  of  the  right  brood.  One 
of  thefe  at  three  years  old  is  ordinarily  fold  for  a  thoufand  pieces  of  eight,  fometimcs 
more.  The  reafon  is,  becaufe  they  will  run  without  eating  or  drinking  one  jot  four 
davs  and  nights  together  ;  which  fome  Egyptians,  wound  about  the  body,  and  helped 
with  little  meat,  and  lefs  flecp,  are  able  to  ride.  This  is  of  infinite  conlequence  upon 
ludden  difpatches  to  pafs  the  wildernefs,  where  neither  water  nor  grafs  is  found.  From 
thefe,  perhaps,  grew  the  fable  of  thofe  pardo-cameli,  or  dromedaries  ;  for  feldom  does 
•iny  rarity  of  nature  efcape  tlie  fabulous  attacks  of  fancy.  There  are  many  fpacious 
places  in  the  city,  which  in  the  rivers  overflow,  are  dainty  pools  called  birkhaes,  and  of 
great  refrellunent,  as  alfo  the  calhis,  which  is  a  channel  cut  through  part  ot  the  city, 
from  the  Nile  iiuo  a  plain  on  the  north,  wliere  it  makes  a  fruitful  plafli  of  at  Icaft  ten 
or  twelve  miles  compafs,  affording  alfb  many  rivulets  to  the  gardens.  In  thefe 
birkhaes  and  calhis,  towards  evening,  are  many  hundreds  wafhing  themfelves  ;  in  the 
mean  while,  divers  pafs  up  and  down  with  pipes  and  roguy  fiddles,  in  boats  full  of  truits, 
ilierbets,  and  good  banqueting  flufi'  to  fell.  After  the  rivers  fall,  thofe  places  are 
green  for  a  wfuie,  then  burnt  to  fand.  Notwithflanding  the  exceflive  compafs  of  this 
city,  it  is  populous  beyond  all  proportion  ;  for,  as  we  rode  up  and  down,  the  principal 
ftreets  were  fo  thronged  with  people,  as  the  matters  of  our  affes  went  alwa\s  before, 
fhoving  and  crying  Bdaharack,  that  is,  make  room  ;  fuch  infinite  fwarms  of  Arabs  and 
Indians  flock  to  the  plenty  and  pleafures  of  Grand  Cairo.  So  as  I  there  heard,  from 
divers  honourable  perions,  that  not  long  fince  they  had  a  plague,  which,  in  one  year, 
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fVepf  away  eighteen  hundred  thoufand  and  odd  ;  yet  ^vithin  lefs  than  five  years 
after,  ther»  was  more  throng  of  people  tlian  ever  they  had  known.  All  dilcafes 
there  are  rifer  in  winter,  efpeclally  the  phigue,  which  at  the  fununer  folilice  fud- 
denly  ceafes. 

When  the  wind  fets  fouthward,  (whether  it  be  the  fpices  of  Ethiopia,  or  not,  is 
uncertain),  it  is  as  odoriferous  as  any  Spanifh  glove,  and  fo  hot,  as  when  it  was  held 
long,  it  fo  corrupted  niv  ftomach,  as,  till  the  wind  changed,  no  meat  went  through 
me  lometimcs  nine  or  ten  days  together.  On  the  iouth  end  of  the  citv  is  yet  remain- 
ing the  round  tower,  wherein  Pharaoh's  daughter  lived  when  (he  found  Mofes  in  the 
river,  which  runs  not  above  a  bow's-flioot  oil".  Hard  by  are  Jofeph's  feven  granaries, 
or  rather  fome  of  their  ruined  walls  left,  and  four  of  them  fo  repaired,  as  ferve  to 
keep  the  public  corn.  Three  or  four  miles  out  ot  town  northward,  is  a  placed  called 
Materea,  with  a  tree  of  Pharaoh  figs,  under  which  it  is  reported,  that  the  Virgin  Mary 
reftcil  with  Chrilt:  in  her  lap,  and  walhed  him  in  a  well  thereby,  when  the  fear  of 
I  krod  made  her  Hy  into  Kgypt  :  there  is  in  the  memory  thereof  a  chapel  built  of  no 
Inng  time  ;  I  thought  the  tree  fecmed  the  oldelt  in  the  garden,  and  fo  moft  probablv 
chole  for  the  (lory.  I  afked  my  Janiflary  how  long  thofe  kind  of  fig-trees  ufed  to  laft  ; 
he  told  me  half  an  hundred  years,  or  thereabout  :  yet  I  noted  that  if  this  tree  fhouM 
hiil,  neverthelefs  that  place  hath  many  others  of  the  fame  khid,  ready  to  take  the 
reputation  upon  them  ;  many  rarities  ot  living  creatures  I  law  in  Grand  Cairo ;  but 
the  molt  ingenious  was  a  nell  of  four-legged  ferpents  of  two  feet  long,  black,  and 
ugly,  kept  by  a  French  man,  who  when  he  came  to  hanille  them,  thev  would  not  en. 
dure  him,  but  r;m  and  hid  in  their  hole  ;  then  would  he  take  his  citern,  and  play 
upon  it  ;  they  hearing  the  nuific  came  all  crawling  to  his  feet,  and  began  to  climb 
u[)  him,  till  he  gave  over  playing,  then  away  they  ran.  Nor  is  this  Itranger  in  nature,  to 
lee  fuch  creatures  delight  in  founds  delightful  to  us,  than  to  fee  them  relilh  fuch  meats, 
as  relifli  with  us  :  the  one  argues  a  conformity  to  our  compofition  in  one  of  our  fenfes  ; 
the  other  in  another. 

Twelve  miles  fouth  wefl:  of  the  city,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  river,  ftand  the  three 
(ildelt,  and  yet  molt  entire  jiyramids  :  the  l;u-ge(f  I  entered  into  down  a  defcent,  fome 
thirty  paces,  then  creeping  through  a  pallage  almofl  choaked  up  with  land,  we  found 
a  dark  afccnt  through  a  paffage  between  great  marble  Itones,  without  flairs,  only  a 
little  footing  cut  on  each  fide ;  here  we  paffed  with  every  one  a  candle  in  one  hand, 
and  a  piltol  in  the  other,  for  fear  of  rogues,  who  often  murder,  and  rifle  in  thnl'o 
caverns  :  I  found  two  large  fquare  chambers  in  the  middle,  the  one  empty,  the  other 
had  in  the  midlf  a  fepulture,  open  and  empty  about  a  yard  and  an  half  high,  as  much 
wide,  and  within  not  above  two  yanls  long  :  the  Itone  feems  a  kind  t)f  red  porphiry, 
but  is  not,  for  it  founds  better  than  a  bell :  it  is  fixed  in  the  foundation,  nor  can  ever 
be  born  away,  as  too  big  for  the  paifage.  This  being  the  ancientefl  monument  in  the 
worhl,  encouraged  me  againlf  the  opinion  of  our  decay  in  ilatiu'e  from  our  fore- 
fathers. The  Jews  pretend  thofe  three  pyramids  to  have  been  built  by  Pharaoh,  who 
was  drowned  in  the  Red  Sea  ;  the  little  one  for  an  only  daughter  of  his,  the  greater 
tor  his  wife  ;  but  the  fairelt  intended  for  himfelf,  milled  of  his  body,  loll  in  the  lea.  I 
liifpected  them  to  aifecl  a  glory  in  the  renown  of  their  enemy:  for  Herodotus,  much 
more  authentic,  fathers  the  chief  upon  C'heoj)s,  nor  is  there  any  brick,  whereof  Pharaoh's 
buildings  confillcd. 

'Ihe  form  is  quadrangular,  lelfening  by  equal  degrees,  fViim  almoll  a  quarter  ot  it 
mile  each  flat  at  the  bottom,  unto  a  fquare  at  the  top  a  little  more  than  three  yards 
iingular :  the  ilones  are  excellive  great,  and  as  big  above  as  beneath  ;  all  of  an  even 
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four  fquare  :  that  which  made  the  building  eafy,  and  held  it  fo  long  together,  is  the 
pofturc  of  the  (tones,  not  laid  in  an  even  flat  upon  one  another,  as  in  other  fabrics,  but 
begun  at  the  bafis  upon  firm  rock,  with  the  firll  row  of  ftones  laid  Hoping,  their  out- 
fide  a  foot  higher  than  the  infide  ;  which  continues  the  fame  pofture  to  the  very  top,  and 
makes  the  whole  building  fet  inward,  and  fo  without  mortar  fallen  of  itfclf :  each  upper 
flone  retires  fome  half  a  foot  fliort  of  that  whereon  it  lies ;  this  fliarpcns  the  bulk  by 
juft  degrees  upward,  and  makes  the  outward  afcent  very  eafy  :  but  in  a  country  where 
there  were  any  rain,  it  would  fettle  the  water,  and  decay  the  building. 

There  are  about  fixteen  or  eighteen  other  pyramids,  extending  fouthward,  a  matter 

of  twelve  or  fourteen  miles  :  they  are  faid  to  be  of  kings  far  lefs  antient  than  this,  and  yet 

though  of  the  fame  flone  ruined  extremely,  only  wanting  that  podure  of  the  (tones. 

This  wonderful  pyramid  is  recorded  to  have  been  twenty  years  a  building,  with  three 

hundred  thoufand  men  and  more,  in  continual  employment,  which  if  the  (lone  came 

from  the  Red  Sea,  is  very  credible  ;  but  perhaps  part  was  cut  from  thofe  rocks  under 

the  fand  hard  by  where  it  (lands  :  within  two  bows  (lioot  hereof,  is  a  rock  of  fome  forty 

yards  circumference,  and  twelve  or  fourteen  high,  cut  in  the  form  of  a  man's  head ; 

perhaps  Menmon's,  famous  for  its  founding  at  the  fun-rife.    The  F.g\ptians  and  Jews 

with  us,  told  us  it  gave  oracles  of  old,  and  alfo  that  it  was  hollow  at  the  top  ;  wherein 

they  had  feen  fome  enter,  and  come  out  at  the  pyramid  :  then  I  foon  beUeved  the  oracle, 

and  efteem  all  the  reft  to  have  been  fuch,  rather  than  cither  by  vapour,  though  not 

impofTible,  or  demoniac,  which  requires  too  much  credulity  for  me.    All  that  part  of  the 

plain,  for  bewteen  twenty  or  thirty  miles  in  length,  and  little  lefs  in  breadth,  hath  ever 

been  the  place  of  fepulture  for  thofe  three  cities  where  now  is  Grand  Cairo;  that  is,Baby- 

lon  (not  that  of  Perfia),  Memphis,  and  Cairo  :  the  fouthern  part  belonging  to  Memphis, 

which  was  the  antientell,  and  flood  moft  part  on  that  fide  of  the  Nile :  whofe  bodies 

are  the  bed   mummy,  and  were  buried  before  the  Ifraehtes  departure  ;  one  of  which 

fepultures  being  opened,  I  went  do\\Ti,  tied  by  a  cord,  defcending  as  into  a  well,  ten  or 

twelve  fathom,  leaving  a  Janilfary,  and   two  of  our  company  at  the  top,  to  awe  the 

Arabs,  who  often  leave  flrangcrs  within,  and  return  when  they  are  flai'ved,  to  rifle 

them  ;  the  place  fo  low  as  I  was  fain  to  creep,  and  all  full  of  a  dry  fand,  where  moif- 

ture  never  comes  :  that  preferves  the  bodies,  as  much  as  the  embalming,  infomuch  as 

I  have  feen  fome  of  the  linen,   not  touched  by  the  embalming,  to    remain  perfeft 

white  and  found  ;  fo  many  thoufand  years  will  things  endure,  when  untouched  by 

moifture,  the  fole  caufe  of  putrif  action.     The  bodies  lie,  niofl  of  them  in  the  fand,  fome 

in  an  open  flone,   with  an  hollow  hewed  therein  :  they  are  not  beyond  our  ordinary 

proportions  ;  in  the  pitch  of  the  breafl;,  is  fet  a  little  idol,  the  head  of  human  fliape, 

with  a  prop  under  the  chin  :  they  are  as  big  as  one's  middle  finger,  with  hieroglyphics 

on  the  back,  and   made  of  flone,  or  rather  baked  mortar  ;  their   being   among  the 

dead,  made  me  fuppofe  them  religious  pieces  j  which  with  their  old  hieroglyphics,  in. 

vain  I  fearched  to  interpret. 

Above  all  the  antiquities  of  Egypt,  I  fought  to  underfland  that  admirable  table 
of  Ifis,  not  mentioned  in  Plutarch,  and  flenderly  unfolded  by  Pignoria,  but  com- 
pleatly  exprefTed  in  the  antique  Egyptian  monument  of  brafs,  lately  printed  in  Italy  : 
it  is  thought  under  the  ceremonies  of  Ifis  and  Ofiris,  to  contain  that  three-fold  wifdoni 
of  the  old  Egyptian  kings,  and  prielts ;  the  one  about  the  nature  of  their  Nile,  and  foil ; 
the  other  concerning  the  policy  of  their  flate  :  in  the  third  was  veiled  the  mofl  import- 
ant pieces  of  their  philofophy. 

To  get  information  hereof,  I  followed  the  old  examples,  firfl  ufed  by  Herodotus, 
then  by  Julius  Caefar,  and  after  by  Germanicus  j  which  was  to  enquire  of  priefls,  who, 

if 
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if  any,  were  like  to  know  fomewhat  in  their  own  antiquities :  I  was  helped  hy  an  in- 
terpreter, to  the  fpeech  of  three  Egyptian  prien:s,but  found  them  utterly  ignorant  of  all 
tilings  not  Mahometan  :   nor  can  1  wonder,  for  in  the  courfe  of  viciflitude,  the  Egvp- 
ii;m  I'uperlHtion  as  the  antientclt  in  the  world,  is  likely  to  be  the  molt  clean  loll;  ;  and 
all  fupcrflitions,  being  in  effeft  but  jugglings,  have  the  fateof  fuch  tricks,  that  is,  while 
new  to  be  admired,  but  in  time  to  grow  ridiculous  to  fiich  as  difcern  their  knavery, 
and  fhde  to  thofe  who  do  not  ;  thereupon  the  prieRs,  like  other  imjioftors,  when  their 
tlcvices  began  to  take  but  coklly,  changed  them  :  this  caufed  among  the  heathen  new 
doctrines,  and    ecclefiaftic   ceremonies  in   ieveral  ages  ;   feldom  all  at  a  clap,  but  by 
degrees  as  occafion  offered,  and  the  people's  gull  required  ;  nor  ever  happens  a  more 
iudden  occafion   of  innovation  herein,  than  that   ot  conquefl ;   therefore   whatfoever 
little  memory  of  old  ceremonies,  might  have  been  left  in  Kgvpt,  hath  utterly  perifhed 
in  their  frequent  oppreilions,  efpccially  in  thofe  two  of  late  ages :  this  of  the  Turks, 
and  the  former  of  the  Circalllan  Mamalukes  ;  which  bellde  the  change  of  ceremonv, 
iiave  corrupted  all  the  ingenious  fancies  of  that  nation  into  ignorance  and  malice  :  thus 
is  failed  that  fucceflion  of  knowledge,  \\  hich  by  word  of  mouth  ufeth  to  be  delivered 
from  one  generation  to  another  ;   nor  is  there  any  reparation  made  by  way  of  books  : 
the  main  reafons  why  the  naked  mythological  part  of  the  heathen  religions  was  not 
expreiled  in  writing,  were  two :   firfi,  it  would  have  expoled  them  to  the  expofitions 
of  many  ;  whereby  the  feveral  fancies  and  interefls  ot  men,  either  out  ot  opinion,  or 
defign,  would  have  raifed  pernicious  herefies,  as  appears  in  the  Alcoran  and  Talmud  : 
therefore  Numa  Pompilius,  having  writ  books  of  that  kind,  caufed  them  to  be  buried 
with  him  ;  and  when  (many  ages   after)  they  happened  to  be  found,  the  pra:tor  pro- 
tcfted  to  the  ienate,  that  they  would  deltroy  the  religion,  if  publifhed  ;  whereupon  they 
were  burnt :  the  other  reafon  was,  becauie  the  institutions  of  their  religions  were  ad- 
drefleii,  not  to  the  wife,  who  are  fo  few  as  not  to  be  reckoned  of,  but  to  the  multi- 
tude, which  are  pailionate,  not  judicious  :  \\  herefore  thev  were  not  put  into  a  rational 
way  of  difcourfe,  which  had  ferved   them  up  to  the   underflanding  ;   but  rather  acted 
in  fuch  manner,  as  might  move  the  fenfes,  thereby  raifuig  fuch   pallions  as   were  to 
the  advantage  of  iheir  religion  :  hence  came  the  perfumes,  and  dainty  mufic  in  their 
temples ;   the  fantaftic    veitment    of  their    priefts ;    their  folemn  facrifices,  pictures, 
ftatues,  and  proceflions  ;  which  in  new  fuperftitions,   were  altered,  with  contempt  of 
the  former  ;  yet  in  the  main  point  they  all  agreed  ;  that  was  to  amufe,  and  entertain 
the  imaginative  part  of  the  mind,  befooling  the  intellettual ;   fo  the  ceremonies  re- 
newed not  always  utterly  ditlerent,  nor  the  fame,  but  following  the  flate  reafons,  and 
popular  guft ;  juit  like  the  weeds  of  each  year,  not  ever  of  the  former  kind,   but  ac- 
cording to  the  foil,  and  feafon  :  now  for  thefe  paflions,  thofe  fenfible  folenmitics  were 
excellently  fitted  :  yet  becaufe  there  were  fome  difcerning  fouls  ;  to  engage  them  they 
wiTe  admitted  to  the  infule  of  their  devices,  and  called  Sticris  initiati,  and  fo  were  either 
taken  with  the  myltery,  or  at  leafl,  with  the  favour  to  themfelves,  and  profit  of  the 
republic,  the  latter  fort  in  love  connived  ;  the  others  were  conjured,  as  they  dreaded 
the  revenge  of  the  gods,  never  to  divulge  thofe  myftical  fecrets  ;  which  alio  was,  be- 
caufe they  were  either  cruel,  impure,  and  horrid,  (for  with   inch  humours  they  com- 
plied, as  well  as  with  the  virtuous),  or  that  they  contained  fome  profound  reach  ot 
flate,  or  philofophy  beyond  vulgar  capacity,  which  adores  eafily,  but  pierces  not  ;  and 
that  credulous  reverence  is  much  advanced  by  a  folemn  concealment — Cupidine  humani 
ingcnii,  libcniius  chj'cura  crcduiitur  :  therefore  it  is  not  hypocrify,  but  a  necellary  re^ 
gard  to  the  vain  nature  of  man,  which  forces  mofl  religions  to  mullle  toward  the 
vulgar,  concealing  fome  of  their  infide,  cither  in  hieroglyphics,  fables,  types,  parables, 
VOL.  X.  II  or 
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or  fchool  tlifiincllons,  and  flrange  language ;  all  wliich  do  equally  obfcure  to  popular 
capacity,  and  are  chofcn  according  to  the  genius  of  the  age,  or  doctrine:  hereby  were 
all  fort  of  wits  entertained  with  reverend  fatisfa£tion  ;  the  deeper  in  the  kernel,  the 
ftallower  in  the  fliell :  thus  is  all  light  of  Egypt's  old  devotion  almofl:  quite  extinft  : 
now  as  for  the  juflicc,  and  government,  it  is  perfectly  Turkifli,  and  therefore  not  to 
be  fet  down  apart ;  only  it  exceeds  all  other  parts  of  Turkey  for  rigour,  and  extor- 
tion ;  the  reafon  is,  bccaufe  the  Turks  well  know  the  Egyptian  nature,  above  all  other 
nations,  to  be  malicious,  treacherous,  and  eifeminate,  and  therefore  dangerous,  not  fit 
for  armies,  or  any  other  truit ;  not  capable  of  being  ruled  by  a  fweet  hand  :  where- 
fore, among  them  are  more  frequent  and  horrid  executions,  than  in  the  reft  of  Turkey, 
as  empaling,  gauncliiag,  fiaying  alive,  cutting  olf  by  the  wailt  with  a  red  hot  iron, 
anointing  with  honey  in  the  fun,  hanging  by  the  foot,  planung  in  burning  lime,  and 
the  like.  In  my  two  months  ftay,  1  faw  divers  fearful  examples,  efpecially  two  ;  one 
at  Grand  Cairo,  of  a  fellow,  who  in  malice  fired  his  neighbour's  houle  :  he  was  firft 
flayed  alive,  v.'ith  fuch  art,  as  he  was  more  than  three  hours  a  dying  ;  then  was  his  (kin 
Huffed  with  chaff,  and  born  ftradling  upon  an  afs  up  and  down  the  town. 

The  other  was  of  three  Arabs,  who  robbed  in  tlie  wildernefs  between  Roffetto  raid 
Alexandria  ;  they  were  taken  at  a  place  called  Maidyah,  where  at  my  return  I  law 
them  executed  in  this  manner :  they  were  laid  naked  upon  the  ground,  their  faces 
downward,  their  hands  and  legs  tied  abroad  to  flakes ;  then  came  the  hangman,  who 
putting  their  own  half-pikes  in  at  the  fundament,  did  with  a  beetle,  drive  them  up 
leifurely,  till  they  came  out  at  the  head,  or  flioulder  ;  two  of  them  died  fuddenly,  but 
the  third  whom  the  pike  had  not  touched  either  in  the  heart,  or  brain,  would  iiave 
lived  longer,  had  not  the  ftanders  by  dafiied  out  his  brains.  Then  were  they  tied 
upright  to  flakes  driven  in  the  highway,  and  fo  left.  Now  the  Turk,  to  break  the 
fpirits  of  this  people  the  more,  oppreffcs  tliem  with  a  heavier  poverty  than  any  of  his 
other  Mahometan  fubjedls  ;  and  therefore,  if  there  be  one  Vizier  more  ravenous  than 
other,  he  fends  him  thither,  and  connives  at  all  his  extortions,  though  afterwards, 
accordmg  to  the  Turkifli  polity,  he  knows  how  to  fqueeze  him  into  the  treafury  ;  fo 
fatisfying  the  people,  the  prince  dr;uns  them,  and  they  difcern  him  no  otherwife  than 
as  their  revenger. 

This  Vizier  Bafliaw  who  now  governs,  carried  with  him  from  Conflantinople  a 
fliip  laden  with  tin  :  at  l:is  arrival,  he  took  a  catalogue  of  all  wealthy  perfons  ;  then  to 
every  man,  excepting  fuch  as  were  engaged  in  favour  of  the  (late,  he  fent  a  piece  of 
tin,  more  or  lefs,  according  to  the  ability  of  the  perfon,  and  demanded  of  each  fo  ex- 
ceifive  a  price,  as  generally  it  was  not  worth  the  fifth  part  of  what  they  paid.  It  is 
the  cuflom  of  the  Ottoman  crown,  to  preferve  the  old  liberties  to  all  countries  who 
come  in  voluntarily  ;  which  in  Scio,  and  other  iflands  of  the  arches  it  hath,  for  examples 
fake,  maintained  very  honourably,  till  jufl  caufe  was  (liewn  to  the  contrary  :  but 
thofe  whom  thty  take  by  conquefl,  they  ufe  as  a  booty, without  pretending  any  humanity, 
more  than  what  is  for  the  profit  of  the  conqueror ;  which  mofl  conquerors  do  in 
effeft,  although  not  being  fo  abfolute  as  the  Grand  Seignior,  they  are  feign  to  give  the 
world  more  fatisfadion  in  the  poor  counterfeits  of  juflice,  zeal,  clemency,  public  good, 
and  the  like.  The  Egyptians,  under  their  Circaffian  Mamalukes,  were  defended 
againfl  Sultan  Selim,  like  a  flock  of  (heep  kept'  by  fierce  maftiffs  from  the  wolf : 
wherefore  his  bloody  vittory  made  him  rage  the  more  ;  fo  that  after  he  had  (lain  all 
the  Circaflians,  and  topped  the  reft,  he  was  not  like  Pharaoh  content  with  the  fifth 
part,  but  took  all,  leaving  no  man  owner  of  a  foot  of  ground,  and  divided  the  land 
into  farms.     The  leaft  fai'm  pays  one  purfe,  fome  two  or  three  according  to  its  pro- 

1  o  portion  ; 
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portion ;  each  purfe  is  eight  hundred  pieces  of  eight :  the  fixed  rent  the  Bafhaw  muft 
conflantly  make  good  to  the  crown ;  he  every  year  phiccs  or  difpiaces  the  farmers, 
as  they  out-vie  one  another  in  gift  to  him :  the  fet  rent  never  alters,  and  is  eighteen 
hundred  thoufand  zeccheens  yearly  :  a  zeccheen  Turkifh  I  value  at  nine  Ihiilings 
fterling. 

This  is  proportioned  into  three  equal  portions  ;  one  is  fet  out  to  furnifli  the  annual 
pilgrimage  to  P^^ecca ;  the  fecond  pays  the  foldiery,  with  all  other  offices,  and  public 
fervices  for  that  kingdom  ;  the  laft  third  goes  clear  into  the  exchequer.  Thefe  farms 
are  moil  in  the  hands  of  Egyptians ;  befides  which,  there  want  not  Tiniars,  that  is 
Feudes  given  to  Turkifli  horfemen  with  obligation  of  fervice  in  war,  and  to  awe  both 
neighbours  and  fubjccls. 

When  Selim  had  conquered  this  kingdom,  he  boafted  he  had  taken  a  farm  to  feed 
his  Agemoglans  ;  wherein  his  judgment  was  the  fame  with  the  Romans,  who  efteemed 
it  the  granary  of  their  republic  ;  wherefore  the  Turk,  at  this  day  employs  the  Egyp- 
tians rather  that  way,  than  to  arms ;   for  he  hath  of  thofe  enrolled  foldiers  but  four- 
teen thoufand,  and  when  any  of  thofe  die,  he  continues  the  pay  to  his  wife  and  chil- 
dren :    whereby,  without  fcandal,  the  nation  is  made  effeminate  and  difarmed  ;  which 
is  the  maxim  he  holds  upon  that  falfe  and  dangerous  people  :   he  uled,  till  within  thefe 
fifteen  or  twenty  years,  to  make  (as  in  his  other  kingdoms)  moft  of  their  judges  of 
the  natives  ;  but  they,  according  to   that  climate,  were  found  damnably  corrupt  and 
dil'aiicclionate  to  the  Turkifli  affairs  ;    wherefore  now  having  made  fure  of  that  country, 
he  hath,  without  any  further  refpefl:  of  them,  made  a  decree,  that  none  Ihall  be  ca- 
pablc  of  being  a  judge  amongfl  them,  but  a  natural  born  'lurk,  whereby  the  juftice  is 
excellently  reformed  ;   efpecially  towards  ilrangers,  who  before  had  no  proteftion  befide 
poverty,  to  fave  them  from  falfe  witnefs,  which  fhared  them  as  a  booty  between  the 
judge  and  the  accufers.     Having  thus,  at  Grand  Cairo,  enquired  of  fuch  points  as  are 
peculiar  to  that  kingdom,  I  thought  of  my  departure,  which  I  purpofed  to  direft  in 
iearch  of  fome  further  antiquity.     Firft,  I  afked  for  the  famous  old  temple  of  Vulcan, 
but  could  not  hear  of  any  remainder  of  it,  nor  any  acknowledgment  of  Jupiter  Ammon, 
who  gave  oracles  in  the  well  of  Egypt.     Then  I  defired  to  view  the  paifage  of  Mofes 
into  the  Red  Sea,  not  above  three  days  off;  but  the  Jews  told  me  that  the  precife  place 
is  not  now  knov.  n  withhi   lefs  than   the  ipace  of  a  day's   journey  along  the   fliore  ; 
wherefore  I  left  that  as  too  uncertain  for  any  obfervation,  and  went  by  Camel  two 
days  journey  ibuth  ealt,  to  fee  certain  great  ruins  about  fifteen  miles  from  the  river.    I 
had  hoped  they  might  have  proved  the  remainder  of  the  labyrinth,  or  pyramids  built 
by  the  twelve  kings  in  the  lake  of  Maoris ;  but  I  rather,   by  the  pillars  and  turrets, 
gueffed  them  to  have  been  fome  regal  palace.     In  our  going  thither,  there  happened 
a  little  whirlwind  which  drove  the  fand  fo  upon  us,  as  we  were  almoft  lolt ;  tor  divers 
times  paifengers  therewith  overwhelmed,  man  and  beaft  are  not  found,  till  many  ages 
after,  when  another  wind  difcovers  them.     Our  only  remedy  was  to  turn  our  camel's 
buttocks  to  the  wind,  till  the  place  where  they  ftodd  was  become  ^  pit,  as  deep  as  they 
could  well  get  out  of;  then  removing  a  little  forward  made  another  ftand,  till  we 
grew    again    environed,   in   this  manner  palling  out  an  hour,  till  the  viiul  ceafed. 
This  fright   made  us    return   nearer  the  Nile,  where  I  faw  two   crocodiles  running 
together,  in  a   muddy  place,    the  one  about  four  feet  long,  the  other   not  above 
two. 

At  my  coming  back,  I  began  to  think  of  going  down  to  Alexandria,  and  from 
thence  by  fea  to  Joppa,  purpoiing  to  return  home  by  Jerufaleni,  w  hich  by  land  is  jull 
fifteen  days  journey  on  this  fide  of  Grand  Cairo  :  then  I  took  my  leave  of  the  Illuftrililmo 
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Seignior  Sando  Seghezzi,  whofe  ufage  of  me  all  this  while,  and  now  at  my  departure; 
was  fo  honourable  as  might  ferve  for  a  pattern  to  each  noble  fpirit. 

It  being  now  forward  in  November,  with  the  water's  abatement  began  Egypt's  fpring  ; 
all  the  banks  lb  green,  fragrant  and  delicious,  as  if  a  new  paradife  were  up.  The  river 
fiirunk  generally  into  little  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile  broad,  which  caufed  one  un- 
pleafing  fpeftaclc  ;  that  was,  of  many  wild  Arabs,  often  ten  or  twelve  together,  fwimming 
acrofs  to  rob  villages  and  paflengcrs.  They  firfl  wrap  their  thin  blue  coat  about  their 
head,  then  tie  their  lance  to  their  fide,  fo  fwim  over  the  river  naked,  which  I  had  alfo 
feen  at  my  going  up,  when  the  flood  was  nigh  a  mile  and  a  quarter  over,  but  not  fo  fre- 
quent. My  two  Janizaries,  with  their  harquebuzes,  and  I  with  a  piftol,  awed  them,  that 
they  durfl  not  alTault  thu  boat ;  nor  were  they  able  to  ufe  the  launce  fwimming,  more 
than  with  one  hand,  and  that  but  weakly.  In  thefe  four  days  paflage  to  Rofletto,  I  en- 
quired of  the  Delta,  and  the  Nile's  feven  flreams.  The  Delta  is  fo  named,  from 
the  form  of  that  letter,  and  is  all  that  part  of  F.gvpt  which  lies  between  the  two  branches 
of  Rofletto  and  Damiata  ;  the  firll  parting  of  which  ftreams  is  about  twenty  miles  below 
Grand  Cairo.  Part  of  this  Delta,  I  had  often  heard  by  fome  of  the  learned  Jews,  to 
have  been  the  land  of  Gofhen. 

Nile  had  of  old  feven  ftreams,  five  natural,  and  two  cut  by  labour,  to  ferve  only  in 
the  overflow  ;  there  now  remain  only  three,  one  artificial,  which,  in  the  inundation, 
ferves  Alexandria.  The  two  natural  ones  are  that  of  Peluflum,  now  called  Damiata, 
and  the  other  of  Canopus,  now  Rofletto.  This  latter  is,  of  late,  fo  choaked,  that,  at  the 
entrance  into  the  fea,  fhips  are  feign  to  imload,  and  after  a  fmall  paffage,  to  load  again. 
Another  hath  quite  furred  up  within  lefs  than  thirty  years,  whereof  there  are  three 
caufes  doubted,  firft,  the  gravel  born  down  in  the  flood,  for  then  the  water  is  as  gravelly 
as  a  puddle  in  the  high  way  ;  fecondly,  the  fand  blown  therein,  by  the  wind  from  the 
banks.  If  it  be  either  of  thefe,  it  may  alter  the  courfe  of  the  river,  as,  in  part,  it  hath 
done  formerly,  which  might  be  the  ruin  of  the  cities,  but  not  of  the  kingdom.  The  third 
reafon  is,  fome  defect  or  diverfion  from  above  towards  the  fountain,  that  would  be  the 
deflruction  of  all,  but  is  not  generally  believed  ;  yet,  methinks,  might  well  be  fufpecled, 
becaufe,  though  fb  many  ftreams  are  Ifoppcd,  the  refl  run  not  higher  than  before  ; 
which,  they  fay,  the  many  ditches  made  of  late  ages,  are  the  caufe  of.  The  water 
taftes  jufl  like  new  milk,  but  fornewhat  nitrous,  and  if  drank  as  in  the  river,  troubled, 
it  caufes,  in  ftrangcrs,  a  fiux  ;  which,  to  prevent,  they  take  a  gallon  or  more  of  that 
water,  and  if  they  have  not  time  to  let  it  fettle,  they  caft  therein  three  or  four  bruifed 
almonds,  which,  in  lefs  than  an  hour,  clarifies  it  like  chriftal ;  which  effeft  they  have 
upon  no  other  water,  and  tlierein  is  fhewn  the  perfection  of  that. 

At  lafl  arrived  at  Roffetto,  and  fo  by  mule  palled  to  Alexandria,  I  purpofed  from 
thence  to  take  a  voyage  for  Joppa  ;  which  palfage  I  rather  chofe  than  the  other  of  Da- 
miata, much  nearer,  but  more  infefted  with  pirates.  Here,  one  day,  I  went  to  view  the 
port  of  gailies,  but  was  feverely  prohibited.  Tf'is  feeming  contrary  to  the  ufual  freedom 
of  Turkey,  made  me  fufpect  fome  notable  defect  in  that  harbour,  which  might  hereafter 
be  made  ufe  of;  w'hcreupon  I  went  the  next  day  fecretly,  unto  a  high  decayed  piece  of 
a  turret,  upon  the  wall  over  that  haven,  to  take  a  confidcrate  view  thereof.  My  accefs 
was  efpied,  and  I  was  dogged  by  an  Egyptian,  one,  as  I  think,  of  the  garrifon  hard  by, 
whofe  violence  produced  an  accident  that  made  me  forget  all  my  other  defigns,  and  fly 
for  fafety  of  my  life,  unto  a  little  French  bark,  which  1  knew  was  thaf  dpy  to  depart  for 
Sicily.  We  had  not  fiiiled  above  five  or  fix  leagues,  but  we  fuv  a  fpeftacle  ot  a  ftrain 
beyond  the  fpirit  of  thefe  times.  It  was  thus  :  a  Maltefe  gave  chace  to  a  Greek  veflel, 
in  fearch  of  Turks,  or  Turkifli  goods ;  the  Greek  laden  with  Turkifli  goods,  made  up 
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to  US,  who,  carrying  no  flag,  he  judged  us  to  be  Turks ;  but  when  at  hand,  we  ap- 
peared Chriftians,  and  from  us  no  help  to  be  had,  he  yielded.  In  the  veflel  were  four 
Turks  ;  three  fuiiered  themPlves  to  be  taken  prifoaers,  the  fourth,  we  all  looking  on, 
ran  up  to  the  flern,  where  taking  a  piece  of  cord,  he  tied  his  feet  and  one  of  his  hands 
together,  then  threw  himfelf  headlong  into  the  fea ;  in  which  refolute  end,  he  fhewed 
by  what  a  fliort  palfage  many  a  years  mifery  niav  be  prevented,  where  other  reafons, 
or  fear  mailed  in  them,  enthral  not. 

Our  bark  had  twice  before  been  taken  by  the  Turks,  and  ranfomed.  This  voyage 
met  none,  nor  any  notable  danger,  exccptin  (  one  llorm,  wherein  we  had  like  to  have 
fpiit  upon  the  rocks  of  Candy.  Finally,  after  twelve  days,  we  came  to  Siragofla  in 
Sicilv,  from  whence  we  went  to  Melliiia,  and  fo  to  Palermo  ;  whofe  delicacies,  with  my 
noble  entertainment  in  the  houfe  of  a  French  gentleman  there,  conful  general  for  his 
nation,  flayed  me  to  take  a  leifureable  view  of  that  kingdom,  whofe  cullonis  and  govern- 
ment are  fo  perfectly  Spanifli,  as  need  not  be  fet  down  apart  ;  efpecially,  this  me- 
morial, having  not  undertaken  anv  thing  beyond  theaifalrs  of  Turkey,  muft  not  meddle 
with  thofe  of  Chriilenilom  ;  only  I  may  upon  this  country,  remember  an  item  given 
me  by  a  very  underltantiing  Turk.  In  one  part  of  the  Archipelago,  our  captain,  who 
went  admiral  to  the  whole  armado,  caufed  many  of  the  galleons  to  be  linked  with 
cables  :  this  I  knew  dangerous  an.  ^ng  fo  many  iflands,  and  at  length  we  began  to  fall 
foul  one  upon  another :  whereupon  I  alked  the  Turk  wliy  we  rode  fo  linked ;  he  re- 
plied, for  to  be  ready  altogether,  if  we  light  upon  the  Maltefi.  With  that,  under  colour 
of  magnifying  them,  I  defired  to  h^arn  how  they  underflood  Malta,  and  fo  told  him,  I 
wondered  they  would  fuller  fuch  a  fpot  of  earth  to  trouble  them,  and  not  rather  deftroy 
it,  when  they  had  fome  fpare  time  from  greater  enter^rizes.  He  anfwered,  that  they 
would  no  more  attempt  Malta,  but  rather  Sicily,  which  had  better  landmg,  and  was  abler 
to  maintain  an  army  ;  and  whof ;  people  having  fullered  under  the  French  and  Spaniard 
exrremely,  and  finding  no  hopes  in  any  other  Chriilian  prince,  are  not  much  ayerfe  to 
the  Turkifli  government.  Then,  quuth  he,  if  Sicily  were  ours,  Malta  muft  come  in  with- 
rut  blows,  as  vidualled  from  Sicily,  and  be  no  way  able  to  fubfilt,  when  we  were  on 
both  fides  of  it.  This  difcourfe  1  could  never  efleem  to  the  full,  till  I  had  been  in  Sicily, 
and  principally  once,  when  I  heard  fome  of  them  not  flick  to  fiiy,  that  the  Greeks 
lived  happier  under  the  Turks,  than  they  under  the  Spaniards.  Yet  I  mufl  note  alfo, 
that  of  all  the  Chriflian  Itates,  the  Turks  are  the  word  provided  to  deal  with  the  Spanifh  ; 
for,  of  all  others,  that  moft  fubfifls  on  the  fortrefles,  which  would  prove  hard  knots  to 
the  Turk,  whofe  nature  and  military  orders  arc  not  in  any  one  point  fo  much  defeaive 
as  in  that  of  fiege.  From  Palermo  I  rode  to  Trapany,  from  thence  I  embarked  for 
Naples,  whofe  rarities  entertained  me  fome  days  ;  then  went  I  by  Rome  ;  lo  by  Florence 
and  Bologna  to  Venice;  where  I  arrived  the  eleventh  month  after  my  departure 
from  thence  ;  having  in  that  time,  according  to  the  moft  received  divilions  of  Turkey, 
been  in  nine  kingdoms  thereof,  and  palled  fi.x  thoukuid  nnles  aitd  upward,  moil  p;u:t 
by  land. 

Thus  I  have  fet  down  fuch  obfervatlons  as  were  of  local  pafl'age,  and  naturally  l)orn 
along  with  the  places  whereon  I  took  tliem.  Now  follow  the  more  abflrad  and  general, 
concerning  the  inflitutions  of  the  whole  empire ;  wherein  I  take  but  the  accounts  of  a 
reckoning  made  in  halle,  and  therefore  fubjed  to  the  difadvantage  of  a  hafly  view,  that 
is,  to  overflip  many  things,  and  to  fee  the  rell  but  fuperficially ;  yet,  ufualiy  quick 
glances  take  in  the  mod  eminent  pieces  ;  amongft  which  there  are  knne  like  the  dye  ot 
icarlet,  better  difccrned  by  a  pafTing  eye  than  a  fixed  one.     Of  this  nature  1  efleem  th^ 
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moral  points  of  behaviour  ;  a  new  comer  apprehends  them  with  a  judgment  frefli  and 
fmcere,  which  further  familiarity  corrupts  \vith  affection  or  hatred,  according  as  it  meets 
a  difpofition  conform  or  contrary.  The  niofl  important  parts  of  all  ftates  are  four; 
arms,  religion,  juftice,  and  moral  cufloms.  In  treating  of  thefe,  moll  men  fct  dowu 
what  they  fliould  be,  and  ufcd  to  regulate  that  by  their  owai  fdly  education,  and  received 
opinions  guided  by  fublimilies,  and  imaginary  moralities.  This  I  leave  to  Utopians, 
who,  doating  on  their  phantafHc  fuppofals,  fhcw  their  oami  capacity  or  hypocrify,  and 
no  more.  I,  in  remembering  the  Turkiih  inititutions,  will  only  rcgiller  what  1  found 
them,  nor  cenfure  them  by  any  rule,  but  that  of  more  or  Icfs  fufficiency  to  their  aim, 
which  I  fuppofc  the  empire's  advancement.  Firft,  then,  I  note  their  arms,  becaufe  in  the 
fway  of  men's  affairs  it  is  found — Omnia  effe  glcidii  pcdiffcqua  ;  jn  that  fear,  as  the  ftrongeil 
of  our  paffions,  awes  all  the  reft.  Their  infantry  confdts  of  two  forts  :  lirit,  fuch  as  are 
levied  upon  particular  cities,  they  are  more  or  lefs,  according  to  occafion  ;  the  ability 
of  the  town,  and  diftance  fiOiU  whence  fummoned.  Many  of  them  are  Chriftians, 
and  are  fent  forth  much  better  furniftied  with  cloaths,  than  with  us  ;  each  town  in  fe- 
veral  colours,  and  their  arms  fufficient.  They  are  lodged  and  exercifed  without  the 
city,  almoft  a  month  before  they  begin  to  march.  The  other  part  and  chief  ftrength  is 
of  the  Janizaries,  whofe  number,  at  my  being  in  Turkey,  were  four  and  forty  thoufand; 
which,  as  it  fails,  they  ufed  to  fupply  upon  occafion,  but  never  exceed.  The  manner  is 
to  reinforce  thefe  hands  thus  ;  ever  now  and  then  there  are  fent  out  oflicers  into  divers, 
provinces,  efpecially  the  northern,  who,  out  of  all  the  Chriftian  children,  tVom  the  age 
of  ten  to  eighteen,  or  twenty,  chufe  without  ftint  or  exception,  fuch  as  they  think  fit, 
and  carry  them  to  Conftantinople.  Thefe  they  call  Agemoglans  ;  then,  after  fonie  ob- 
fervation  of  their  perfons,  thofe  of  moft  promifing  parts  are  felccled  for  the  Grand 
Seignior's  feraglios,  either  that  of  Conftantinople  or  his  other  of  Adrianople,  where  they 
are  taught  to  read  and  write,  to  underftand  Arabic,  to  ufe  their  bow,  with  other  wea- 
pons. Then  cull  they  out  the  choiceft  fparks  ;  who,  as  their  capacities  grow  approved, 
are  inftrudlcd  in  ftate  affairs,  and  by  degrees,  taken  into  the  higheft  preferments: 
thefe  are  called  Ichoglans.  The  worft,  and  of  leaft  quality,  are  affigned  to  the  drudgery 
of  the  houfliold,  to  the  gardens,  and  other  bafe  offices:  fome  are  made  mariners,  and 
galeots.  The  general  fort,  neither  rare  nor  contemptible,  are,  by  the  Aga  of  the  Jani- 
zaries, diftributed  abroad,  where,  without  charge  to  the  prince,  they  earn  their  living 
by  hard  labour,  till  the  age  of  two  and  twenty  ;  then  fo  inured  to  endurance  befitting  a 
foldier,  they  arc  brought  back,  tauglu  their  arms,  and  prepared  for  fervice :  thefe  are 
enrolled  Janizaries.  This  choice  and  education  of  perfons,  apt  to  each  ufe,  muft  needs 
make  it  excellently  performed,  as  being  more  natural  than  the  courfe  of  Chriftendom, 
where  princes  put  arms  into  the  hands  of  men,  neither  by  fpirit  or  education, 
martial,  and  entruft  their  chief  employments  with  refpefl:  of  birth,  riches,  or  friends ; 
which,  to  the  femce  intended,  are  quahties  not  fo  proper  as  thofe  perfonal  abilities  which 
prevail  in  the  Turkifh  eleftion.  Thefe,  though  the  fons  of  Chrillians,  hate  that  name 
above  all  others,  and  are  found,  as  I  have  feen  fome  of  them,  without  any  natural  affec- 
tion to  their  parents,  as  it  weretrani'planted,  acknowledging  themfelves  the  creatures  of 
the  Ottoman  family ;  fo  much  are  the  prefent  engagements  of  life  too  ftrong  for  all 
former  ties  of  blood.  Their  pay  is  perpetual,  both  in  peace  and  war,  more  or  lefs  accord- 
ing to  perfonal  merit,  which  excites  to  notable  attempts.  Other  preferment  they  re- 
ceive none,  unlefs  it  bea  Timarre  ;  for  if  any  of  them  fhould  be  in  honour,  he  might  be 
too  much  regarded  by  his  fellows,  whom  the  prince  will  not  permit  to  acknowledge  any 
befides  himfelf  j  for  which  refpett  this  empeior,  at  Adrianople,  as  it  were  in  face  of  the 
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army,  caufeJ  a  great  perfon  once  of  this  order,  to  be  ftrangled,  and  proclaimed  traitor, 
when  I  was  in  Hungary;  whereat  I  heard  many  of  the  Janizaries  fpeak  infolently  in  pub- 
he,  yet  durft  they  do  no  more,  finding  this  prince's  fpirit  too  great  for  them. 

They  are  never  caft  off;  for  when  old  or  maimed,  they  are  kept  in  garrifon.  This 
company  was  held  devifed  in  imitation  of  the  Roman  Praetorian  Cohorts,  or  rather  of 
the  Macedonian  Phalanx,  and  hath  performed  as  bravely  as  either,  but  is  now  in  great 
part  corrupt ;  for,  contrary  to  their  primitive  iuiUtutions,  many  of  them  marry,  others 
ioUow  merchandize.  And  whereas,  heretoi'ore,  they  were  all  chofen  out  of  the  fons  of 
Chriftians,  whereby  that  caufe  was  kept  under,  and  the  Turkifh  fo  much  increafed,  now 
the  Chriitians  are  permitted,  for  money,  to  excufe  their  children,  and  the  Turks  to 
prefer  theirs.  Some  hold  this  an  error,  a  pernicious  one,  as  leflening  that  due  propor- 
tion which  fliould  be  maintained  between  the  compellers  and  the  compelled.  The  Turks 
rather  think  the  Cliriftians  now  not  fo  ilrong  as  heretofore,  and  therefore  not  to  need 
the  former  diminution.  Experience  made  me  of  this  opinion,  confidering  that  it  is  many 
years  fmce  moll  of  his  Chriftian  countries  were  taken  in,  and  how  every  age  dyes  them 
of  a  more  deep  Mahometan  than  other ;  but  fiiould  he  win  any  Chriilian  province  anew, 
he  would  not  fpare,  in  this  way,  to  exhaud  it,  till  it  were  fulliciently  enervated.  The 
mortalell  corruption  of  this  order  hath  happened  of  late  years ;  that  is,  knowing  their 
own  Itrength,  and  grown  fancy  with  familiarity  at  court,  they  proceeded  to  fuch  info- 
lencvas  hath  llcHicd  them  in  the  blood  of  their  Sovereign  Sultan  Ofman ;  and  in  Muf- 
tapha,  they  have  learnt  that  damnable  fecret  of  making  and  unmaking  their  king  at 
pleafure ;  whereby  the  foundation  of  all  monaixhy,  that  is,  the  due  awe  towards  the 
blood  royal,  is  fo  irreparably  decayed  in  them  as,  like  the  lolt  ftate  of  imiocence,  can 
never  be  rellored. 

This  requires  an  erection  of  new  bands,  never  tainted,  to  fupplant  thefe  Janizaries, 
who  elfe  will  grow  to  fuch  a  military  anarchy  as  did  the  Pnetorians  of  Rome  in  their 
empire,  till  they  reduced  it  to  nothing.  Wherefore  fome  think,  that  the  expedition 
wherein  the  Grand  Seignior  hath  now  engaged  his  perfon  againft  Perfia,  is  defigned  with 
a  rcfolution  to  fpend  the  Janizaries  very  freely. 

The  cavalry  is  made  up  of  two  forts  ;  firfl:,  of  Spahyglans,  to  the  number  of  two  and 
thirty  thoufand  :  thefe  are  continually  near  the  court ;  out  of  them  are  chofe  troops  to 
guard  his  royal  perfon  upon  all  removes  :  they  ufed  not  to  go  to  war  except,  he  went 
himfelf,  but  of  late  they  are  often  fent  with  the  Grand  Vizier.  The  other  fort  of  Spahies 
are  termed  Spahy-Timariots,  from  certain  'i'imars  or  Feuds,  given  them  tor  term  ot  life, 
with  obligation  to  ferve  on  horfoback,  well  accoutered,  wherefoever  they  fliall  be  fum- 
moned.  This  is  not  much  unlike  our  old  tenures  of  knight-fcn'ice  or  efcuage,  but  not 
hereditary.  According  to  the  value  of  the  Timar,  the  Timaiiot  is  to  come  in  with  one, 
two,  three,  or  more  horfes.  1  have  ken  many  bnng  in  live  or  fix.  This  reafon,  till  I 
was  informed  of,  I  wondered  to  fee  Cavaliers  carry  to  the  war  fuch  fuperfiuous 
retinue,  as  frequentlv  to  have  men  riding  after  them,  fome  bearing  a  coat,  fome  a  fiddle, 
many  nothing.  Theie  Spahi-Timariots,  belides  their  fervice  in  war,  have  another  ufe 
no  lefs  importafnt ;  that  is,  to  awe  the  provinces  wherein  they  live,  and  caufe  them  to  be 
well  cultivated  ;  w  herefore,  in  all  exjieditions,  many  are  left  at  home.  They  are  bravely 
horfed,  managing  their  lance  and  bow  with  much  dexterity.  Their  number  is  uncer- 
tain, as  ever  multiplying,  either  upon  better  population  of  old  poireflions  or  conquelt  of 
new  ;  fo  both  peace  and  war  increafe  them.  Nothing  but  the  lofs  ot  a  province  doth  di- 
minitli  them,  for  their  death  is  but  the  preterment  of  new  defervers. 

At  tins  time  the  owners  of  the  Timars  are  about  three  hundred  thoufand,  whcretu 
adding  their  companions,  which  they  are  obliged  and  never  fail  to  brhig  in,  they  make 

in 
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n  all  abofve  feven  hundred  thoufand ;  which  number  was  told  mc,  with  many  other  of 
their  notes,  bv  fonie  of  the  Tiiiiaridts  in  the  army ;  where,  though  Iield  a  fpv,  they 
fcorned  to  alllict  me,  but  rather  chufing  to  glorify  their  (late  in  my  relation  at  home, 
informed  me  of  all,  and  much  againft  my  will,  forced  me  in  their  prefence  to  write 
it  down,  which  I  did  in  Italian,  and  in  terms  fo  refpective,  as  when  the  interjireter  ex- 
pounded,  they  received  me  exceeding  kindly,  making  me  eat,  drink,  and  lodge  in  their 
tents  all  night.  Befides  the  Spahies,  there  are  another  fort  of  horfemen,  who  are  volun- 
teers, ferving  at  their  own  charge  :  they  are  of  three  forts  ;  fome  come  in  hopes  of  pre- 
fent  booty,  others  to  merit  a  Timar,  the  third  in  mere  devotion  to  gain  paradife,  by 
dying  for  the  Mahometan  caufe. 

The  firll,  of  all  others  the  bafeft,  mixed  of  Turks  and  Chriftlans,  ufually  go  before 
the  armv  to  fpy  and  pillage.  Thev,  having  rather  the  fpirits  of  freebotners  than  of  fol- 
diers,  would  never  fland  one  flroke  of  an  encounter,  but  that  the  defperate  bravery  of 
their  companies  does  often  engage  them  irrevocably.  Tiie  fccond  fort  are  forward 
enough,  efpecially  where  the  fervice  is  eminent.  The  third  are  the  inofl  refblute  troops 
of  the  army ;  they  come  like  fo  many  Decii,  men  vowed  for  the  public  ;  nor  are  they 
known  ever  to  return  home  unlel's  with  vicliory.  Some  of  them  are  daily  ttien  fingly 
to  invade  a  whole  fquadron ;  others,  after  much  affay  of  valour,  open  their  breads,  and 
ftand  a  volley  of  mufl-cets.  Thefe  men  are  heavy  upon  the  enemy,  for — Vincitur  baud 
gratis  jitgulo  qui  provod^t  hojlcm. 

This  refolution  is  not  the  child  of  reafon  or  honour,  but  bred  by  way  of  religion  ;  for 
Mahomet,  knowing  he  had  not  to  deal  with  a  fcholaflic  and  fpeculative  generation,  but 
with  a  people  rude  and  fenfual,  made  not  his  paradife  to  confilt  in  vilions  and  hallelujahs, 
but  in  delicious  fare,  pleafant  gardens,  and  wenches  with  great  eyes,  who  were  ever 
peculiarly  aflFefted  in  the  Levant.  Now,  to  fuch  as  die  in  wars  for  the  Mahometan  faith, 
he  promifes  that  their  fouls  fliall  fuddenly  have  given  them  young  lufty  bodies,  and  fet 
in  paradife,  eternally  to  enjoy  thofe  pleafures,  notwithltanding  any  former  fins.  To 
thofe  who  die  other  deaths,  he  afligns  a  purgatory  tedious,  and  at  laft,  not  fuch  an  height 
of  pleafure.  It  is  fcarce  credible  what  numbers  thefe  hopes  bring  in  :  I  have  feen  troops 
fometimes  above  an  hundred  together.  So  elfeclual  an  inllrument  of  ftate  is  fuperfti- 
tion,  and  fuch  deep  imprefTions  does  it  make,  when  fitted  to  the  paflions  of  the  fubjeft, 
and  that  ufeful  in  thofe  whom  neither  reafon  nor  honour  could  poffefs.  The  chief 
auxiliaries  of  the  Turks  are  the  Tartars,  who  live  on  this  fide  mount  Taurus  ;  they  are 
by  us  called  the  Petit  Tartars,  to  difHnguifh  them  from  thofe  others  of  Chriem,  who 
have  much  vafler  dominions  beyond  the  mountain,  but  thereby  of  difficult  commerce 
with  thefe  parts  of  the  world. 

The  great  Turk  hath  made  frequent  affinity  and  league  m  ith  thefe  Petit  Tartars,  and 
hath  entailed  the  crown  upon  them,  in  cafe  the  Ottoman  line  fhould  fail ;  not  only  be- 
caufe  when  a  fmall  nation  inherits  a  greater,  the  lelfcr  is  immerfed  in  the  accefs  of  the 
greater,  which,  under  colour  of  lofing  itfelf,  makes  an  acqueft  of  its  inheritor  ;  but  for 
other  regards  peculiar  to  that  nation,  efpecially  for  their  fituation  upon  the  Black  Sea, 
in  fuch  manner  as  they  may  at  pleafure  make  fuddcn  excurfions  to  the  very  point  of 
Confhmtinople  itfelf ;  nor  had  the  Turk  any  remedy,  when  abfent,  in  impreffes  from 
home  ;  wherefore  he  calls  many  ties  upon  them,  and  feldom  goes  to  war  without  fome 
of  their  troops  ;  which,  befide  the  aid  and  reputation  they  aflbrd  him,  are  a  kind  of 
hoflage.  In  this  preparation  againft  Poland,  there  came  down  forty  thoufand  of  them  to 
the  camp,  but  were  marched  forward  with  the  army  before  my  arrival,  fo  that  I  faw  none 
of  them,  fave  fome  few  fick  and  cafhiered  perfons,  who  feemed  more  fallow  and 
ill-favoured  people  than  the  Turks,  not  fo  well  cloathed,  nor  fo  civil ;  and  thofe  Turks 
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who  wifhed  me  well,  forewarned  me  from  going  amongfl;  them,  telling  me  their  liatrcJ 
to  Chriftians  was  fuch,  as  they  would  go  near  to  captive  or  rifle  me.  When  I  entered 
the  fkirts  of  the  empire,  the  fame  of  tlicir  army,  then  marching  for  Poland,  was,  as  fume 
ufes  to  be,  exceflive,  threatening  no  lef:>  than  feven  hundred  tiiouHmd  ;  but  upo;i  nearer 
accefs,  it  fcarce  held  vip  one  hundred  and  fourfcore  thoufand,  reckoning  in  the  Taxtars  ; 
whereupon  I  much  enquired  why  the  'I'urlcifli  armies  were  not  now  fo  numerous  as  m 
former  times.  Among  many  anfwers,  the  wifcft  liit  upon  three  points  :  firft,  tlrat  the 
enemies  now  (excepting  the  Perfian)  were  not  fo  potent  as  lieretofore :  focondly,  expe- 
rience had  taught  thcni,  tiiat  multitudes  over-large  are  neith.er  capable  of  order  nor  pro- 
vifion  ;  wherefore,  to  avoid  confufion  and  famine,  they  bring  no  more  into  the  field 
than  are  ncceflary :  the  third  was,  before  their  dominions  were  enlarged,  they  thought 
it  better  to  employ  their  multitudes  in  new  conquefls  than  to  leave  them  idle,  nccciTitous, 
and  dangerous  at  home ;  but  fince  their  enlarged  territories,  they  are  diftributed  into 
colonies  to  people,  and  manage  them,  which  liiereby  v.iil,  in  time,  become  more  popu- 
lous and  potent  than  ever.  Thus  did  none  of  them  acknowledge  any  diminution  of 
people,  as  is  plainly  fuppofed  by  many  who  never  viewed  their  great  fwarms  and  large 
plantations.  The  Turkifh  arms  differ  much  from  ours ;  their  harquebuze  like  our 
caliver  ;  their  fcimctar,  a  crooked  flat  back-fword  ;  at  fea,  amongfl  rop^^s,  or  on  horfe- 
back,  againfl  armour,  it  excels  a  rapier,  but  in  open  fight  is  much  inferior  ;  it  hath  ever 
been  th.ceafternweajion,  as  likewife  their  iron  mace,  which  they  ufe  both  for  ftroke  and 
hurl :  they  are  adnrirable  with  tliL'ir  bow  and  arrows.  There  i?,  among  other  trophies, 
at  the  caltle-gate  of  Belgrade,  fet  up  a  head-piece,  which  I  hold  petronel  proof,  fhot 
clean  through  both  fides,  (and,  as  they  fav,)  head  and  all,  with  one  of  their  bows  :.  the 
arrow,  as  all  theirs  are,  like  tliofe  little  red  ones  which  our  children  ufe,  1  faw  yet  flicking 
in  the  head-piece.  They  bear  no  weapons  but  in  travel,  then  fome  of  them  feem  like 
a  moving  armory  ;  firft,  the  girdle  fluck  with  three  or  four  piflols  ;  then  on  each,  fide  a 
knife  as  long  as  my  arm,  with  another  of  a  foot  long,  for  ordinary  ufes,  tucked  to  his 
coat ;  an  harquebuze  on  his  fhoulder,  on  his  thigh  a  fcim.e'iar  ;  on  the  one  fide  of  the 
fadille-punimel  a  petronel,  on  the  other  a  flrait  fword,  the  blade  hollow,  long,  and  four- 
fquare  ;  by  that  either  a  little  axe  or  an  Hungarian  mace,  or  both  ;  at  his  back  hang 
bow  and  arrows.  When  he  comes  to  his  lodging,  all  thefe,  with  his  bridle  lull 'of 
brafs  gilt  boffcs,  he  faflens  to  the  tree  or  wall  where  he  refls  ;  after,  upon  the  ground 
fpreads  a  blanket,  whereon  he  firfl  fups,  then  fleeps  in  his  cloaths  with  his  faddle  inflead 
of  a  pillow.  Armour  I  think  they  have  not  fo  plentiful  and  compleat  as  we,  yet  I  know 
not  well,  for  it  was  ever  packed  up  on  liorfe  or  waggon  ;  to  three  horfemcn  was  allowed 
one  waggon.  1  faw  no  mufters  nor  marches  near  an  enemy,  nnd  therefore  have  little 
experience  of  their  difci})line  in  that  point.  They  march  in  rank  and  file  with  wonder- 
ful filence,  which  makes  commands  received  readily  ;  they  are  always  provided  with 
bifcuit,  dried  Hefli,  and  llore  of  rice,  with  a  kind  of  coarfe  butter,  fo  as  in  the  greatefl 
defarts  they  are  in  plenty.  Thus  their  armies  pafs  the  fandy  barren  countries  towards 
Perfia,  with  Icfs  fatigue  than  did  the  Rouums  in  linall  numbers  of  old.  One  notable 
piece  of  their  difcipline  they  told  me,  that  is,  excepting  non<^  but  the  Janizaries  to  cncom- 
pafs  all  their  other  foot  battalions  in  the  rear,  with  the  greatelt  part  of  the  horfe  in  iorm 
of  a  half-hioon.  They  have  orders  not  to  meddle  with  the  enemy,  but  only  to  neccflitate 
their  own  forward,  till  they  have  gone  through  the  oppofite  forces,  and  in  cafeot  flight 
to  hold  thcni  out  to  (laughter  ;  which  done,  tiiemfrlvos  begin  upon  the  enemy.  Thus, 
that  necciiity  which  is  the  motiier  of  all  brave  performances  in  vulgar  fjjirits,  and  which 
the  ancients  fo  much  fought  to  call  upon  the  foMier,  by  hills,  rivers,  and  fuch  fnuations, 
the  Turks  carry  along  in  all  pla;ces,  thereby  forcing  valour  even  out  ot  fear ;  ft)  lerving 
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thcmfelves  effecluallv  of  people  neither  valir.nt  nor  affeftionnto,  and  that  without  'ntrea- 
tios,  donatives,  or  other  incon\cnient  imiul^ence  of  governmoin.  Tints  much  of  their 
hmd  forces.  Th.ir  navies  are  prov'de J  for  the  feas  within  their  own  don^juons  ;  the 
chief  are  the  Black  Sea  and  the  Mediterranean  The  Hellcfpont  I  efloem  but  a  paflage 
from  the  one  to  the  other.  Their  Bofphoran  fleet  trades  into  the  Black  Sea  upon 
feveral  fervices,  as  to  hivade  the  Mufcuvites,  Circafies,  ColTacks,  with  others,  returning 
in  July  or  Auguft,  laden  with  honey,  wax,  and  efpecially  wood  and  fliives,  wliich  it 
tranfports  lo  Alexandria,  buying  tlierewith  flax,  fugar,  (herbets,  rice,  tapeftry,  corn,  and 
othe:-  E:;yptiai\  commodities  ;  witli  whicli,  and  part  of  the  tribute  in  January,  they  re- 
turn for  Conflanlinople  ;  i'o  enjoying  the  trade-winds,  which  in  tliofe  parts  ufually  in 
fummer  fit  northerly,  and  in  winter  foutherly. 

The  other  part  of  their  navy  ferves  upon  the  Mediterranean  ;  it  is  called  the  Barbary 
fleet :  it  is  the  more  warlike,  and  ackno\vled;Tes  the  Grand  Seignior,  but  not  lb  abfolute, 
for  the  gains  of  the  other  fleet  goes  to  his  coffers  ;  but  what  the  Moors  get  is  their  own, 
which  makes  them  more  earnell:  in  piracy,  and  defirous  to  be  held  as  pirates,  to  gain  a 
kind  of  liberty,  and  that  all  Chrillians  may  be  pri/cc,  w'thout  any  impediment  by  leaeue 
at  court.  This  the  Turk  grants  under  their  excufe  of  their  difobedieiice  and  piracy;  he 
infefts  thofe  Chriilians  who,  being  in  league  with  him,  he  ct)uld  by  no  other  pretence 
weaken  ;  and  this  alfo,  in  cafe  of  neceflity,  keeps  him  an  exerciied  fleet  for  war.  T;  at 
this  is  connivance  appears  plain,  for  he  claims  and  protects  their  cities,  though  not  tl'.eir 
perfons  ;  and  thev  never  make  booty  of  Turkifh  goods  or  fubjeft,  though  a  Chriflian  ; 
and  divers  of  them  I  faw  failing  in  the  midfl  of  the  royal  armado  ;  yet  they  counfrfeit 
the  pirate  fo  wejl,  that  the  gallies  and  vefl'cls  of  Algiers  will  not  come  within  the  D.iida- 
nelli;  and  myfclf,  not  then  knowing  this  art,  had  at  Rhodes,  by  a  rafli  mill.ike, 
almoil  loil  my  liberty  ;  where  the  admiral's  galleon  of  Tripoly,  coming  for  frefli 
water,  rode  in  the  mouth  of  the  port  above  three  hours,  without  cafting  anchor,  as  pre- 
tending fear  of  being  within  command  :  this  made  me  judge  it  an  Enghlh  fliip,  as  like- 
wife  the  colours,  which  fo  far  off  I  took  for  the  king's.  Wherefore,  defirous  to  fee  my 
countrymen,  1  liired  a  Greek  boatman  to  carry  me  thither,  wiiere  being  almoil;  arrived, 
I  perceived  my  defperate  error  ;  from  whence  I  was  forced  with  entreaty,  money,  and 
my  dagger  at  his  breait,  to  make  him  row  me  off. 

The  'furks  are  but  ill  provided  with  feamen  ;  for  befides  renegadoes,  they  have  but 
few  ikilful  Tailors,  and  would  have  had  fewer,  but  that,  as  of  old,  the  Carthaginian  hofli- 
lity  cxercifed  the  Romans  at  fea,  who  elfe  had  not  fo  early  learned  navigation,  and  by 
confequence  could  not  fo  foon  have  maftercd  the  world.  Juil  fo  (though  in  a  far  weaker 
manner)  doth  Florence  and  Malta  contefl  with  the  Turk  at  fea,  enough  to  practice  but 
not  defeat  him.  To  which  efl'ect  I  have  heard  fome  of  them  fay,  by  way  of  jeer,  that 
the  Grand  Duke  and  Malta  did  by  the  Grand  Seignior,  like  little  barking  dogs  about  a 
lion,  keep  him  awake  ;  and  it  fometimes  they  ventured  to  give  him  a  nip,  it  did  but  rouze 
him,  without  any  hurt  of  importance :  tor  ought  I  knew,  they  had  realon  ;  for  though 
refiUance  be  neceffary,  yet  when  fo  inl'ufficient  it  is  worfe  than  none. 

Their  terms  of  navigation  are  Italian,  owing  either  to  their  flaves  being  moft  of 
that  nation,  or  that  themfelves,  inlanders  originally,  have  a  language  defeftive  in  mari- 
time affairs.  Their  veffels  are  either  Turkifli  built  or  prizes  ;  their  own  built  they  call 
caramuzals,  rnatiy  whereof  are  great  fliips  ;  all  have  rounds  on  the  outfide  like  ftairs, 
the  Hem  and  fore-caftL-  bulk  four  or  live  Itories  high,  fo  as  I  have  feen  fome  of  them 
carry  leven  or  eight  hundred  paffengers.  That  form  makes  them  flow  of  fail,  unwarhke, 
and  eafily  overfet  by  weather.  Their  gallies  are  light,  of  »n  excellent  nnould,  and 
endure  an  ingh  fea,  especially  thofe  of  Rhodes. 

The 
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The  main  ftrength  of  both  their  fleets,  are  tall  fliips  taken  from  the  Hollanders, 
where  the  cowardiie  of  that  nation  is  made  a  weapon  againd  all  Chriftendom,  arid 
teaches  us  what  a  virtuous  cruelty  it  would  be  to  bar  ranfoin,  or  return  to  all  who 
yield  their  fliips,  upon  what  odds  foever.  All  great  examples  have  a  little  of  the  un- 
jufh  Now  though  thi^  might  feem  hard  meafure  to  fuch  who  yielded  upon  exireme 
odds,  yet  were  it  neither  fo  general  a  mifchief,  nor  fo  important  as  the  contrary  indul- 
gence ;  and  men  would  not  only  become  more  refolute  in  thofe  neceilities,  but  more 
wary  of  going  ill  provided. 

Nothing  makes  the  Hollanders  fo  faint,  as  the  Turkifli  known  decree  of  impunity, 
and  perfonal  liberty  to  fuch  as  furrender  without  difcharge  of  artillery  ;  wherefore 
they  feeing  prefent  fafety  in  yielding,  and  no  future  deftrudliion  at  home,  do  eafily 
give  up  other  men's  goods  for  their  own  fecurity.  Upon  thefe  terms  the  admiral's 
galleon  wherein  I  failed,  a  goodly  veflTel  of  forty  brave  pieces,  had  been  taken,  as  the 
"^Furks  allured  me,  by  two  of  their  polakcrs  of  ten  or  twelve  guns  a  piece.  Our  fliips 
they  do  not  willingly  fct  upon,  not  only  for  tlieir  able  defence,  but  alfo  becaufe  the 
veflel,  which  ufed  to  be  a  confiderable  piece  of  the  booty,  is  to  them  unufeful ;  for 
their  employments  being  piracy,  can  make  little  ufe  of  an  Englifli  bottom,  wliofc 
mould  is  too  flow  for  that  purpofe ;  wherewith  they  aiked  me  how  we  did  in  war  at 
Tea,  where  our  enemies  might  come  on,  or  oft",  at  leifure.  I  replied,  thofe  which  carnc 
into  their  feas,  were  private  merchants  veiTels  of  trade,  flugs  made  only  for  burden  and 
weather  ;  but  for  war  our  king  had  a  ro)al  navy  of  another  frame,  the  bell  for  fail  and 
fight  in  the  world. 

The  flrangefl  thing  I  found  among  the  Turkifli  mariners,  was  their  incredible  civility  : 
1,  who  had  often  proved  the  barbarifm  of  other  nations  at  fea,  and  above  all  others  ot 
our  own,  fuppofed  myfelf  amongll  bears,  till  by  experience  I  found  the  contrary  ;  and 
that  not  only  in  ordinary  civility,  but  with  fo  ready  fervice,  fuch  a  patience,  fo  Iweet 
and  gentle  a  way  generally  through  them  all,  as  made  me  doubt  whether  it  was  a 
dream  or  real.  If  at  any  time  I  Rood  hi  their  way,  or  encumbered  their  ropes,  they 
would  call  me  with  a  Janum,  or  Benum,  terms  of  greatefl:  affection,  and  that  with  an 
incline,  a  voice,  a  gefture  fo  refpeftive,  as  aflfured  me  their  other  words  (which  I  un- 
derftood  not)  were  of  the  fame  drain.  The  captain's  chief  gain  in  this  voyage  is  by 
paflengers ;  yet  if  intereft  fliare  in  this  behaviour,  they  are  not  quite  void  of  it  that 
can  ad  it  fo  well  :  nor  are  they  irreligious,  for  all  the  voyage,  morning  and  evening, 
they  falute  the  fun  with  three  general  fliouts,  and  a  prieft  liiying  a  kind  of  litany, 
every  prayer  ending  with  Macree  kicboon,  that  is,  be  angels  prefent  ;  the  people  anfwer, 
in  manner  of  a  fliout,  Homin,  that  is,  Amen. 

Thus  much  of  the  military  part  of  Turkey ;  to  which  I  add  the  point  of 
fortification  :  herein  their  prt)cccdiiig  is  diredly  contrary  to  the  Spaniards  ;  he  not 
having  multitudes  of  his  own  fufticient  to  plant  colonies,  is  forced  in  all  his 
conqueRs  (if  he  will  have  any  people  to  govern  over)  to  preferve  the  naturals. 
Now  they  not  being  alfured  in  afl'edion,  mull  be  awe3  by  fortrefs,  which  is  a 
way  not  only  unfurc,  but  fo  chargeable,  as  makes  him  g-ain  but  little  by  his 
winnings. 

The  Turk,  on  the  other  fide,  well  florcd  with  people,  firfl  confiders  what  nuui- 
bcr  of  his  own  he  will  aflign  for  Timariots  to  each  province  which  he  takes  ;  then  he 
deltroys  all  its  nobility,  and  fo  far  of  the  vulgar,  till  there  reH  only  fuch  a  proportion 
as  may  till  the  land,  and  be  awed  by  thofe  Timariots,  with  other  forces  ready  ;  that 
remainder  is  kept  to  manure  the  l;md.  This  thus  eftabliflied,  he  needs  not  the  fortrefs 
for  himfelf,  nor  will  he  leave  it  a  refuge  for  enemies  or  rebels :  yet  if  it  be  a  frouticr, 

KK  2  he 
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he  does  not  quite  demolifli  it,  but  keeps  it  in  fuch  cafe  as  may  hold  out  till  he  might 

fend  an  army,  ever  fuppoHng  1-inifelf  mailer  of  the  field  ;   wherefore,  as  it  ftands  in 

more  or  lefs  danger,  lo  it  is  provided.     Thus,  in  Hungary  the  caftle  of  Bclgr;.de  is 

neither  rafed,  nor  carefully  maintained  ;  but  that  of  Buda  is  guarded  with  a  (Irong 

garrifon  :  all  rhofe  within  the  kingdom  are  pulled  down,  fo  it  is  in  his  other  countries. 

His  m.aritime  fortifications,  becaufe  of  ftidden  accefs  by  fail,  arc  held  in  the  rule  of 

frontiers,  and  withal  to  command  the  haven,  yet  is  not  the  care  of  them  fo  diligent  as 

in  ChriRcndom.     They   every  where  gave  me   {rce  accefs,  excepting  I'-gypt,  where 

the  extraordinary  fubtle   malice  of  that  people,  makes   more  vigilance  and    rcllraint 

thiJi  elfewhere.     Now  follows  their  religion,  wherein  I  noted  only  the  pohtic  inftitutions 

thereof:  thefe  obfervations  moving  only  in  that  fphere,  cannot  jar  with  a  higher,  tliough 

the  motion  focm  contrary.     Mahomet,  noting  the  outward  folemnities  wherewith  other 

religions  enteitained  the  minds  of  men,  he  judged  them,  perhaps  in  part  effeminate,  a^ 

thofe  dainty  piQures  and  mufic  in  churclies,  thofe  ilrange  vcftures  and  proceflions  ; 

and  partly  chargeable,  as  tlioie  fhuely  facrifice^',  and  other  folemnities  of  the  heathen, 

and  all  driven  already  to  that  heighth,  as  he  could  not  outgo ;   wherefore  he  refufed 

to  build  his  feet  thereon  ;  nor  did  he  much  affect  to  fupport  it  with  miracles,  whofe 

credit  frequent  impollors  had  rendered  fufpeiited  to  the  world,  but  ratlier  chofe  to 

build  it  upon  the  fword,    which  with    more   affurance  commands  mankind.     Every 

novelty  draws  men  in  for  a  while  ;   but  where  the  gain  is  not  great,  they  foon  grow 

weary,  unlefs  compulfion  hold  them  on  ;  therefore,  in  his  firft  beginnings,  when  he 

was  aiked  what  miracles  he  Iiad  to  prove  his  dodrine,  he,  drawing  forth  his  fcimetar, 

fai  J,  that  God  having  had  his  miracles  fo  long   flighted  by  the   incredulity  of  men, 

would  now  plant  his  laws  with  a  ftrong  hand,  and  no  more  leave  them  to  the  difcre- 

tion  of  ignorant  and  vain  man  ;  and  that  he  had  therefore  f'Ut  him   in  the  power  of 

the  fword,  rather  than  of  miracles.     From  hence  it  is,  that  novvf  their  boys  ride  to  cir- 

cumcifion,  bearing  an  iron  club  in  their  h;mds.     Nevcrthelefs  he  failed  not  to  frame 

his  fed  fo  as  might  take  human  nature ;  not  the  intellectual   part,  for  all   fuperftition 

fubfifts  on  weak  hypothefes,  whofe  plaufible  reafon   may  for  a  while  prevail  in  the 

world,  by  poffeffmg  fome  Ihallow,  raih,  peremptory  brains,  but  cannot  hold  out  long, 

unlefs  it  had  better  root  than  that  of  argument  :   he   therefore  made  it  comply  witli 

the  main  parts  of  our  nature,  hope  and  fear  ;  to  the  one  he  fet  out  a  paradife  ;   to  the 

other,  though  not  a  hell,  yet  a  fhrewd  purgatory.     His  preaching  of  paradife  more 

than  hell,  favours  hope  above  fear,  thereby  filling  the  mind  with  good  courage,  which 

was  much  to  his  military  purpofe  ;  for  he  finding   the  iV.ord  to  be   the  foundation  of 

empires,  and  that  to  manage  the  fword,  the  rude  and  fenfual  are  more  vigorous  than 

wits  foftened  in  a  mild  rational  way  of  civility,  did  'firft  frame  his  inftitutions  to  a  rude, 

infolent  fenfuality  :  after  which  education,  he  fitted  his  future  pjetenccs  juft  unto  fuch 

cap;'cities.     Wherefore  feeing  that  men's  opinions  are  in  great  part  complexional  and 

habitual,  it  is  no  wonder  to  fee  them  taken  with  proinifes,  which  to  us  feem  beaftly 

and  ridiculous.     They  as  much  defpife  ours  ;  and  in  a  more  natural  way  every  thing  is 

received,  not  at  the  rate  of  its  own  worth,  but  as  it  agrees  with  the  receiver's  humour, 

whereby  their  hopes  and  fears,  though  falfe,  prevail  as  ftrongly  as  if  true,  and  ferve 

the  ftate  as  effedualiy,  becaufe,  opinion,  which  moves  all  our  act:ions,  is  governed  by 

the  apparancy  of  things,  not  by  the  reality.     Now,  to  the  intent  that  the  mcft  notable 

fancies  of  men  might  be  entertahied,  there  are  four  feveral  orders  in  their  religion,  all 

very  malicious  againft  Chriftians  :  otherwife  I  had  not  noted  them  vicious,  excepting 

their  profelfed  fodomy,  which  in  the  Levant  is  not  held  a  vice.     Each  order  upholds 

its  reputation  upon  fome  one  peculiar  virtue,  which  alone  it  profelTes,  not  pretending  to 

any 
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any  other.  The  Calenderim,  upon  chaftity,  wearing  an  iron  ring  through  the  fkin  of 
his  y^rd  ;  in  feme  I  have  noted  it  capable  of  being  taken  oft"  with  fmall  difiiculty. 
The  Haggiemlar,  on  mufic  and  Icve-fongs.  1  lie  Torlacchi,  on  revelation  and  enthu- 
fiafni,  to  fortel  and  divert  divine  wrath.  The  ninft  rigid  fpirits  are  the  Dervlflar  like 
Baal's  priefts,  launcing  then.felves  mth  luiives.  Thefe  Derviflar  have  murdered  divers 
baihaws,  and  aifo  attempted  fome  of  the  emperors  in  the  midil  of  tlieir  armies  • 
fo  dangerous  are  violent  fpirits  when  feconded  by  religion,  which  being  the  only 
pretence,  in  its  way  glorified  to  umpire  fovereign  authority,  is  to  be  kept  within 
its  due  limits,  left  inftead  of  co-operating  with  the  flate,  it  grow  abufed  beyond  that 
ul'e. 

All  thefe  feels  are  governed  by  one  head,  called  the  Mufti,  whofe  authority  unites 
and  orders  them,  fupprefling  fucli  difordeis  as  the  fcruples  or  interefi:  of  men  raife. 
This  Mufti  is  created  by  the  euipei  or,  to  whom  he  is   held  ever  fubordinate,  which 
makes   the  Turkifh  theology  excellenrly  to  correfpond   with   the  flate,  as  depending 
thereon  ;  and  fcems  of  reafon  more  politic,  than  if  this  ecclefiaflic  head  were  of  ano- 
ther country,   or  otherv/ife  independent  upon  the  prince ;  whereby  havinc-  interefts 
apart,  he  might  often  make  God  Almighty  feem  to  decree  more  conformable  theretoi. 
than  either  to   the  occafions  of  the  prince  or  commonwealth,  for  all  healhenifli  gods 
are  ufed  like  puppets  ;  they  feem  to  fpeak,  yet  it  is  not  they,  but  the  man  who,  in  a 
concealed  manner,  fpcaks  through  tiiem  what  he  pleafes  :  that  part  is  aded  hv  the 
expounders  of  their  Alcoran  now,' as  of  the  oracles  or  Sybils  books  of  old.     Hereby 
the  Mufti  ferves  to  animate  the  foldiers,  by  colouring  of  public  impreffes  with  divine 
authority,  and  alfo  to  decide  controverfies,  when  tJicy  are  too  unruly  for  any  arbitra- 
ment, not  held  divine;  wherefore  he  frequently  confults  with  the  Grand  Vizier,  who, 
as  the  foul  of  the  flate,  infpires  him  to  the  purpofe  thereof.     Full  of  that  god  he  gives 
his  oracles  ;  they  p?>rs  for  grounded  upon  the  Alcoran,  which  is  given  out  for  the  word 
of  God  ;  it  is  written  in  Arabic  verfe,  in  forn\  of  dialogue,  between  the  angel  Gabriel 
and  their  prophet ;  it  is  prohibited  to  be  tranflated,  which  both   preferves  the  Arabic 
tongue,  and  conceals  religion.     All  fet  texts  are  obnoxious  to  feveral  expofitions,  thence 
grows  diflra^lion  :  fo  hath  this  bred  four  different  fcts  of  Mahometans,  each  interpret- 
ing it  according  to  the  genius  of  its  nation,  the  Tartars  fimply,  the  Moors  and  Arabs 
fuperflitioufly,   the  Pcrfians  ingenuoully,    the  Turks  with  mofl   liberty  ;  each  nation 
fcorns  to  yield  unto  other  in  opinion,  for  honour's  fake,  efpecially  the  Turk  and  Per- 
fian,  who,  intending  tlie  conquell  of  one  another,  do,  after  the  old  cuflom  of  princes, 
difaffeft  their  people  in  religion  towards  the  enemy,  that  they  may  be  more  fierce  and 
obltinate  againll  him.     hi  this  point  the  Turk  grows  difadvantaged,  for  of  Jate  his 
penple  begin  to  be  infeifled  with  Perfianifm.     I  have  heard  many  of  them  in  public  ac- 
knowledge  the  Perfians   better    Mahometans   than    theinfelves ;    which    makes   the 
Turks  much  braver  foldiers  upon  the  Chriitian  than  upon  the  Perfian  :  againll  the  one, 
they  are  carried  by  zeal,  malice,  and  difdaui ;   but  againll  the  other,  only  by  a  national 
emulation.     This  imprelhon  is  made  deeper  by  many  other  circumllances,  infomuch 
as  divers  Janifl'aries  have  told  me,  that  they  go  to  the  wars  of  Perlia  very  unwillingly, 
but  to  thefe  of  Poland  or  Hungary  as  to  paltimes.     One  of  their  priells  told  nie  of 
an  old  prophecy  ihey  have,   Ihat  their  emperor  Ihould  win  the  red  apple,  and  in  the 
feventh  year  after,  if  they  did  not   defend  themfelves  bravelv,  the  Chriilians   (hould 
overcome  them  ;  but  howfoever,  in  the  twelfth,  they  Ihi  uKI  at  rhe  farthell  be  over- 
come by  t!ie  Chriilians.     The  red  apple,  he  laid,  wis  Conllantinople,  though  fome, 
quoth  he,  hold  it  to  be  Rome.     I  holding  fuch  prophecies  rather  cunning  than  true, 
fearched  aft€r  the  plot  thereof}  wherefore  I  iutreatcd  liim  to  tell  me  how  much  time 

was 
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was  contained  in  thofe  years  ;  he  anfwered,  that  each  year  feme  had  limited  by  the 
age  of  Mahomet ;  but,  quoth  he,  in  vain,  for  it  is  prohibited  us  to  fearch  into  the  times 
appointed  :  that  chiufe  ^ave  me  fome  light,  for  I  remembered,  among  other  caufcs  of 
a  ilate's  prefervation,  one  alligns  proximity  of  danger  :  his  reafon  is,  becaufc  appre- 
henfion  of  danger  caufes  vigilance  and  diligence,  whciein  lies  fafety.  Hereupon  this 
prophet,  to  make  the  Turks  vigilant  againil  the  Chriftians,  threatens  them  with  the 
ieventh  year,  yet  not  fo  inevitable,  but  valour  may  refift  ;  and  to  make  every  year 
provided  againft,  as  that,  therefore  it  is  prohibited  to  fix  the  time  determinate :  then 
their  fatal  deftruction,  not  to  pafs  the  twelfth  year,  makes  them  in  the  meanwhile  ufc 
the  Chriftians,  as  their  future  deftroyers,  with  much  hoftility,  as  a  revenge  anticipated  ; 
which  fervcs  right  to  the  piupofe  of  the  ftate.  And  when  all  comes  to  all,  thofe  years 
{as  fuch  prophetical  times  ufc)  are  like  to  prove  very  long  ones. 

Amongft;  other  qualities  whereby  Mahcmetifm  poirefies  the  minds  of  men,  one  is 
its  pleafing  doctrine.  I  rcmimb/er  when  their  prophet  in  the  Alcoran  aiks  the  angel 
concerning  venery,  and  fome  other  delicacies  of  life,  he  tells  him  that  God  did  not 
give  man  fuch  appetites  to  have  them  fruftrated,  but  enjoyed,  as  made  for  the  guft;  of 
man,  not  his  torment,  wherein  his  creator  delights  not.  Thefe  kind  of  opinions  will 
ever  be  welcome  to  flefh  and  blood  ;  when  as  th.e  contrary  over  great  feverity  of  difci- 
pline  would  have  pleafed  none,  but  fome  few  auftere  complexions,  and  to  the  greater 
part  would  have  feemed  but  a  perRrution  of  nature,  or  perhaps  hypocritical,  whofe 
reputation  might  have  foon  been  loit  in  fcandal. 

The  cunning  of  that  feconding  human  inclination,  appears  in  the  different  fuccefs 
of  two  politic  acts  of  the  Alcoran  ;  the  one  permits  polygamy,  to  make  a  numerous 
people,  which  is  the  foundation  of  all  great  empires  ;  the  other  pretending  a  devil  in 
every  grape,  prohibits  wine  :  thereby  it  hardens  the  foldier,  prevents  diforder,  and 
facilitates  public  provifion.  The  firlt,  as  pleafing  to  nature,  is  generally  received ; 
the  other  is  borne  down  by  appetite,  fo  as  more  drink  wine  than  forbear  it.  Thus, 
lie  maintaining  his  inftitutions  by  feconding  of  human  difpofition,  fucceeds  more 
readily  than  thofe  whofe  ordinances,  by  croffing  it,  go  as  it  were  againft  the  grain. 
Now  the  greateft  number  of  men  being  governed  by  paffions,  in  all  people  they  have 
been  entertained,  for  the  prefent  life,  with  juftice  ;  for  the  future,  with  religion  :  yet 
there  were  ever  found  fome  few  intelleftual  complexions,  in  whom  the  underftanding 
prevailed  above  the  paffions.  Thofe  difcerning  wits  could  not  receive  the  grofs  fup- 
pofals  upon  which  the  heathenilh  fuperltitions  relied  ;  wherefore,  to  train  them  in  fuch 
ways  as  -civil  focieties  require,  they  were  inftruited  in  a  feeming  rational  wav,  wherein 
•they  were  amufed  about  an  intelligible  world,  ftored  with  rewards  of  honour,  virtue, 
and  knowledge  ;  with  puniftiments  of  infamy,  vice,  and  ignorance.  Thefe  were  to 
them  inftead  of  Elyfian  fields,  or  infernal  rivers,  and,  as  fome  fcoffers  think,  but  of 
little  better  ailurance,  only  righter  framed  to  fuch  capacities.  By  thefe  fpeculations, 
contemplative  heads,  who  elfe  might  dangeroufly  have  bufied  themfelves  about  ftate 
affairs,  were  finally  moped  and  diverted.  To  which  purpofe  I  have  often  confidered, 
whether  learning  is  ever  like  to  come  in  requeft  among  the  Turks,  and  as  far  as  con- 
jefture  may  venture,  I  doubt  not  thereof,  for  learning  is  not  admitted  in  the  beginning 
of  empires — cmollit  meres,  ncc  finit  eff'e  fcros,  and  fo  weakeneth  the  fword  :  but  when 
once  that  hath  bred  greatnefs  and  floth,  then  with  other  effeminacies  come  in  letters. 
Thus,  in  Rome,  at  thefirft,  philofophcrs  were  baniflied  as  inaftive,  but  upon  the  con- 
quefts  of  Carthage  and  Greece  they  crept  in  ;  and  theTurkifti  empire  cnnfifts  much  of 
thofe  countries,  whofe  air  makes  fpeculative  wits,  and  which  of  old  bred  the  greateft 
divines,  philofophcrs,  and  poets  in  the  world  :  wherefore,  though  for  fome  ages  the 
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I'urkifli  race  may  retain  its  own  proper  fiercenefs,  yet  in  time  tliofc  fubtile  climates 
and  mixture  in  blood  with  the  people  thereof,  will  gentilize  and  infeft  it  with  the  an- 
fient  foftneis  natural  to  thnfe  place's.  I  have  often  fecn  copies  of  love  verfes,  and 
fomc  few  pieces  of  mathematics,  pafs  amongft  them  with  much  applaufe.  1  faw  one 
fi^r  finging,  and  compofmg  of  two  or  three  fonnets,  had  at  a  feaft  in  Belgrade  ar 
Hungary,  a  horfe  given  him  worth  near  tv/enty  po\inds  Englifh  ;  and  in  the  accefs  of 
all  arts,  poets  have  ever  m.ade  the  firit  entry,  as  witli  tiieir  fictions  and  mufic,  aptefl: 
to  charm  favage  brains.  Thus,  Orpheus  in  Greece,  and  our  bards  in  England,  began 
tlie  dance  to  all  otlu'r  fciences.  Statuary  and  painting  can  never  come  into  Turkey, 
by  reafon  of  their  fuporltition,  which  not  oi\ly  abhors  worfliipping  of  fuch  forms,  but 
making  of  them.  As  for  other  learning,  i  is  like  to  infinuate  but  by  degrees,  and 
with  many  ropulfes,  as  a  corruption  moll  pernicious  to  their  religion,  efpecially  the 
fcarching  pans  of  pliilofoph.y,  wh.ich  ftomacli  that  fenfual  paradife,  as  hath  been  noted 
in  Averroes,  Avicenna,  and  others  who  could  not  endure  it :  tl-.ereupon  the  academy, 
whicli  began  to  rife  up  at  Bagadat,  was  fupprelTcd  ;  yet  let  no  man  conclude  that  this 
can  hinder  philofophy,  for  there  can  never  want  wits  able  to  bend  it  to  religion  with 
them,  as  well  as  Plato  w  ith  the  Grecians,  and  Aquinas  with  the  Romanifts. 

N.)w  the  natural  courfe  of  things  much  follows  the  fun,  who  gives  life  to  all ;  where- 
fore th:s  Cyclopa-dia  hath  been  obferved  to  run  from  eaft  to  weft.  Thus,  have  mofl: 
civilities  and  fciences  came,  as  fome  think,  from  the  Indian  gynmofophiits  into  Egypt, 
from  thence  into  Greece,  fo  into  Italy,  and  then  ovur  the  Alps,  into  thefe  faint  north- 
weft  parts  of  the  world,  whence  if  the  Inquifition  hinder  not,  perhaps  they  may  pafs 
into  thofe  new  plantations  welhward,  and  then  return  in  their  old  circle  among  the 
Levantines,  whofes  wits  feem  more  abltrufe,  and  better  fixed  for  contemplation,  but 
ours  more  nimble  and  ready,  fo  as  their  difcourfes  are  more  profound,  ours  more  hiper- 
ficial  ano  plaufible  ;  and  were  I  to  account  for  the  lofs  of  their  antin'^f  authors,  1  fhould 
not  only  accufe  language,  tyranny,  war,  and  ecclefiaftical  interefl  bu  efpecially  this 
different  reliili,  and  llrain  of  our  fancy  from  theirs,  for  I  have  found  u  m  conceits,  as  in 
airs  of  mufic.  In  great  part  that  takes  not  with  them  which  much  aftecls  us  ;  our  very 
reafon  differs.  Before  I  clufe  this  point  of  Turkifh  religion,  I  muft  remember  two 
principal  points  ;  one  is  pred:  ftination,  the  other  purgatory ;  the  firft  not  meant  in 
matters  of  iaivation,  but  of  fortune  antl  fuccefs  in  this  life,  they  peremptorily  allert 
fixed  deftiny,  and  not  avoidable  by  any  aft  of  ours.  I  had  two  notable  examples,  one 
was  at  Rhodes,  where  juft  as  we  entered  the  port,  a  French  lackey  of  our  company 
died  with  a  great  plague  fore,  which  he  hau  catched  of  the  gunner's  mate,  who,  with 
one  running  upon  him,  converfed,  and  tlept  amongft  us.  I  he  reft  wjre  fo  hir  from 
fear  at  his  death,  as  they  fat  prefently  eating  and  drinking  by  him,  and  within  half  an 
hour  after  his  removal,  flept  on  his  blanket,  with  his  cloaths  inftead  of  a  pillow  ;  which 
when  I  advifed  them  not  to  do,  they  pointed  to  their  foreheads,  telhng  me  it  was 
written  there  at  their  birth  when  they  ftiould  die.  They  efcaped,  yet  divers  of  the 
paflengers  died  thereof  before  we  got  to  Egypt.  The  other  was  in  my  paflage  to 
Ailrianople  in 'I'hrace:  myfelf,  the  Janiflary,  and  one  more  being  in  the  coach,  we 
pafted  by  a  man  of  good  quality,  and  a  foldier,  who  lying  along,  with  his  horfe  by  him, 
could  hardly  fpcnk  fo  much  as  to  inireat  us  to  take  him  into  the  coach.  The  J.miU.uy 
made  our  companion  ride  his  horfe,  taking  the  man  in,  whofe  breaft  being  open,  and 
full  of  plague  tokens,  I  would  not  have  h;id  him  received;  but  he  in  lis-c  manner, 
pointing  to  his  own  forehead  and  mine,  told  me  we  could  not  take  hurt,  unlols  it 
were  v. ritten  tliere,  and  that  then  we  could  not  avoid  it.  The  fellow  died  in  tl.e 
night  by  our  lides ;  and  in  our  indemnity  approved  this  conJidence  to  be  liMnetimes 

fortunate,. 
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fortunate,  how  wife  foever ;  doubtlefs  for  the  public  it  caufos  valour,  and  prevents  tla^ 
interruption  if  trade,  wherewith  thcofTicc  of  health  in  Italy  ruins  greater  numbers  daily, 
than  any  plague  ever  did.  I  thought  this  opinion  of  iate  I'.ad  ufually  taken  men  off 
from  all  induftrious  care  of  their  own  fafcty  ;  but  in  dangers  at  fea,  and  other  cafes 
where  diligence  may  evidently  import,  I  have  ftill  found  the  contrary  ;  and  in  fuch  oc- 
currence as  thefe,  where  indullry  is  not  of  manifeft  avail,  this  almrance  docs  not  fo 
much  hurt  in  leaving  vain  care,  as  good  in  itrengthening  the  fpirits,  whofe  decay  yields 
a  man  up  to  all  bad  impreflions.  They  admit  no  hell  for  any  but  ihofe  v/ho  believe 
not  Mahomet ;  their  own  people  they  atfright  with  a  purgatory,  which  holds  but  till 
dooms-day.  It  is  acted  in  the  grave  ;  the  pain  is  inflicted  by  a  bad  angel,  whofe  force 
is  leffened  by  a  good  one,  according  as  the  party's  life  was  led.  To  {lrengthc?ii  this 
good  angel,  they  do  many  works  of  charity.  This  furniOieth  all  Turkey  Vvilh  excel- 
lent bancs,  hofpitals,  and  meikeetoes  ;  this  makes  the  beft  bridges,  and  highways  that 
can  be  imagined,  and  ftores  them  with  fountains  for  the  relief  of  pailengers :  Thefe 
fair  works  fo  caufed,  fecmed  to  me  like  dainty  Iruit  growing  out  of  a  dung-hill ;  but 
the  virtues  of  vulgar  minds  are  of  fo  bafe  a  nature,  as  raufl:  be  manured  with  fooIHii 
hopes  and  fears,  as  being  too  grofs  for  the  finer  nutriment  of  reafon.  Thefe  were 
the  chief  points  I  obferved  in  their  religion  ;  only  the  manner  of  its  exercife  remains, 
which,  in  brief,  is  thus  ;  to  every  mefkeeto  is  adjoined  a  high  llender  fpire  (leeple,  on 
the  outfide  whereof  on  high,  is  made  round  with  a  door  opening  fouth  eafl,  or  eaft, 
as  the  country  lies  towards  Mecca  ;  here  the  prieft  entering,  with  his  hands  bowed  over 
his  ears,  walking  round,  turning  on  the  right  hand,  ^\  ith  a  loud  voice  tells  the  people 
many  times  over,  that  there  is  but  one  God.  'I'his  being  done,  all  the  devouter  fort, 
which  are  not  many,  go  to  church,  and  fay  their  prayers,  and  continually  repeating — 
Alloyb-Valloyh-Hibilloyph,  that  is,  the  feveral  names  of  God.  Their  geftures  are  firft 
fitting  crofs-legged,  wafting  of  the  body  ;  then  proftrating  thcmfelves  twice  on 
their  face,  they  kifs  the  earth  ;  afterward  they  rife,  and  ftand  with  their  hands  bowed 
over  their  ears,  but  never  do  they  kneel,  or  uncover  the  head,  holding  thofe  poftures 
unmanly  ;  fo  difterent  are  the  opinions  of  nations  in  point  of  reverence  and  decency. 
This  fervice  is  performed  five  times  a  day,  firft  at  day-break,  then  at  mid-day,  at  midfl: 
of  the  afternoon,  at  fun-fet,  and  more  than  an  hour  after.  The  firfl;  and  lad  made  a 
fine  {how,  having  all  the  mefkeetoes  hung  full  of  burning  lamps.  This  frequency 
of  prayer  requires  none  to  the  church  but  perfons  at  leifure-,  others  make  their 
houfcs  or  highways  ferve,  and  was  dcvifed  by  Sergius  the  monk,  as  it  is  thought  in 
imitation  of  his  four  times  of  Pater  nojlcr  ;  knowing  that  religion  runs  no  greater 
danger  than  of  oblivion,  and  therefore  fliould  be  often  called  to  mind.  Their  chief 
day  is  Friday,  yet  it  hinders  no  market  for  ought  I  could  fee,  and  feemed  cf  no  more 
regard,  than  a  feint's  day  almoft  worn  out.  They  have  two  folenm  times.  By  ram  and 
Ramdan  ;  they  are  both  Lents,  the  firft  lafts  three  days,  the  other  a  month  ;  their  faft 
is  according  to  the  Jewifh  manner,  not  in  quantity  or  quality  of  meats,  but  in  time ; 
for  all  day  long  they  may  neither  eat,  drink,  nor  ufe  any  fort  of  venery  ;  but  at  the 
appearing  of  the  firft  ftar  they  make  thenifelves  amends  in  gluttonnefs,  drunkenncfs, 
and  luft.  They  have  one  piece  of  divinity,  which  I  wonder  is  not  tranfplanted  to  other 
countries ;  that  is,  a  cuftom  of  the  priefts  to  fell  their  merit ;  fome  more,  fome  lefs, 
according  to  the  fanttimony  of  the  feller,  and  time  limited.  I  once, at  Sophia,  faw  one  fell 
the  virtue  of  two  years  hermitage  for  a  piece  of  blue  cloth  fufficient  for  two  TurkiOi 
coats,  and  a  quantity  of  rice,  about  five  bulhels  Englifli  :  price  enough  confidering  the 
wear  in  itfelf ;  and  yet  not  dear,  if  we  reckon  the  advantages  of  a  religious  reputation. 
Next  their  church,  I  mult  place  the  tribunal,  for  their  judges  are  always  eccleuafticd 
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perfons ;  whereby  both  orders  joined  give  reputation  to  one  another,  and  not  only  re- 
putation, but  maintenance  ;  for  thefe  places  of  judicature  are  the  only  preferment  of  the 
prieftliood,  wherewith  the  priefl  and  judge  being  maintained  in  the  fame  perfon,  two 
gaps  are  flopped  with  one  bufh,  without  caufrng  any  part  of  the  land  to  lie  dead  in 
the  hands  of  the  clergy,  or  otherwife  impoverifhing  the  people  with  tithes.     There  are 
divers  orders  of  judges,  efpecially  two  ;  theCady,  and  over  him  the  Moulacady,  like 
a  lord  chief  juftice  ;  the  fuprcme  head  of  judicature  is  the  Mufti.     In  great  cafes  there 
lies  appeal  ;  but  none  beyond  the  Mufti ;  his  decrees  the  emperor  liimfelf  will  not 
queftion,  for  indeed  they  are  fecretly  guided   by  his  affent,  and  the  Grand  Vizier's. 
Thefe  judges  are  all,  excepting  the  Mufti,  hmited  to  fet  precinds,  and  when  convicted 
of  corruption,  they  are  made  horrid  examples.     The  main  points  wherein  the  Turkifh 
juftice  difiers  from  that  of  other  nations  are  three ;  it  is  more  fevere,  fpecdy,  and  ar- 
bitrary.    They  hold  the  foundation  of  all  empire  to  confift   hi  exaft  obedience,  and 
that  in  exemplary  feverity  ;  which  is  undeniable  in  all  the  world,  but  more  notable  in 
their  ftate,  made  up  of  fevcral  people  different  in  blood,  feci:,  and  intereit,  one  from 
another,  not  linked  in  affetlion,  or  any  common  engagement  towards  the  public  good, 
other  than  what  mere  terror  puts  them  upon ;  a  fweet  hand  were  ineffeftual  upon 
fuch   a  fubjeft,  and   would   foon   find   itfelf  flighted  ;  therefore  the  Turkifh   juftice 
curbs,  and  executes,  without  either  rcmorfe  or  refpefl,  vv'hich   fuccecds   better  than 
ever  the  Romans  did,  with  all  their  milder  arts  of  civility.     Compare  their  conquefls 
with  thofe  made  by  the  Turk,  and  you  will  find  his   to  continue  quiet  and  firm,  theirs 
not  fecure  for  many  ages ;  witnefs  firft  Italy,  then  Greece,  and  France,  always  full  of 
rebellions,  confpiracies  and  new  troubles,  which  were  caufed  by  their  lenity,  that  did 
not  humble  the  conquered  fo  low  as  it  fhould  ;  for  rebellion  is   nothing  but   bold   dif- 
content ;  fo  that  as  there  is  required  difcontent,  fo  mufl  there  be  alfo  fome  ftrength  of 
fpirit,  without  wliich  the  difcontent  cannot  quicken   into  rebellion,  but  faints  into  a 
ftupified  humility.     All  vidory  difgufls  the  fubducd  ;  a  mild  viftor   leaves  that   dif- 
guded  fpirit  for  mifchief,  but  the  remorfclcfs  way  of  the  Turk  mortifies  it,  by  an  op- 
prcflion  which  fecures  him  :  to  this  effeft,  I  have  heard  divers  of  them  boafl,  that  God 
hath  appointed  them  tor  an  iron  rod  over  other  nations  ;  and  in  mofl  parts  of  Turkey, 
efpecially  Sclavonia,  Bofnah,  Hungary,  Macedonia  and  Thrace,  the  fiercefl  people  of 
that  empire,  over  all  public  places  he  fets  a  great  iron  club,  to  intimate  what  they  mufl 
Iruft  to,  nor  does  hefo  much  rely  upon  the  people's  affeftion,  which  would  tie  him  to 
a  refpedHul,  and  lefs  abfolute  domination,  and  then  alfo  be  in  their  power  to  alter,  as 
that  ilrength  which  is  in  his  own  hand  makes  him  more  liimfelf,  and  binds  with  the 
tie  of  fear,  whereunto  human  nature  is  ever   enthralled.     1  he  fccond  point  wherein 
their  jufUce  excels,  is  the  quick  difpatch.     If  the  bufincfs  be  prcfent   matter  of  fact, 
then,  upon  the  leafl  complamt,  the  pTties  and  teflimonies  are  taken,  and  fuddcnly 
brouj.,ht  before  the  judge  by  certain  Janizaries,  who  with  great  flaves  guard  each  ff  reet, 
as  our  night  watchmen  at  London.     The  caufe  is  ever  in  lefs  than  two  hours  difpatchcd, 
execution  infl:!ntly  performed,  unlefs  it  appear  a  caufe  fo  important,  as  is  allowed  an 
appeal  to  the  Moulacady,  where  alfo  it  is  as  fpecdily  decided.     If  it  be  matter  of  title 
or  right,  the  parlies  name  their  witnclTcs,  vho  fliall  prefentiy  be  forced  to  come  in  ; 
for  they  have  no  old  deeds,  or  any  other  reckonings  beyond  the  memory  of  man  ;  in 
fuch  cafes  polleflion  and  modern  right  carries  it,  wnhout  thai*  odious  ccurfe  f  1  looking 
too  far  backward  into  the  times  part.     This  expedition  avoids  confufion,  and  clears  the 
court,  whereby  ir  becomes  fuff;cicnt  for  many  caufes,  and  fo  for  a  great  people.     '^  ow, 
as  for  the  particular  perfon,  though   fomctimcs  he  fccms  diladvantaged  by  the  halle, 
which  may  make  jvidgmcnt  rafh  ;  yet  that  hafle  not  being  paflionatc,  it  happens  not 
vol..  X.  1.  I.  t)ften  ; 
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often ;  nor  then  likely  is  his  damage  therein  worfe  than  with  us,  where  after  the  fuf- 
pence,  delay,  and  charge  of  fuit,  the  ovcrfight  of  a  lawyer  may,  with  error  of  plead- 
ing, lofe  a  good  caufe  :  fo  that  after  a  man  hath  been  miferably  detained  to  fuch  dilad- 
vantage  of  his  other  aftairs,  that  he  had  better  have  lod  his  fuit  at  firft,  then  doth  it 
finally  depend  not  fo  much  on  its  own  bare  right,  as  upon  the  advocate's  fufficieiicy. 
The  laft  notable  point  of  their  judicature  is,  they  have  little  fixed  laws,  and  therewith 
flourifliing,  make  good  that  of  Tacitus — in  pejl'ima  rcpublica  plurimce  leges  ;  yet  they 
pretend  to  judge  by  the  Alcoran  ;  whereby  the  opinion  of  divine  authority  docs  coun- 
tenance thofe  arbitrary  decifions,  which  without  fome  authentic  law  to  jufUfy  them, 
would  hardly  be  endured.  This  Alcoran  is  manifeft ly  no  book  of  particular  law  cafes, 
wherefore  they  pretend  its  fludy  does  not  inform  the  judge  literally,  but  by  way  ofillu- 
jnination,  which  not  being  given  to  fecular  perfons,  does  neatly  put  lofers  oft"  from  re- 
ferring themfclves  to  the  text.  The  juftice  being  arbitrary,  makes  it  in  their  opinion 
the  more  to  the  purpofe  of  the  public  ;  for  the  judges  knowing  themfclves  but  inftru- 
ments  of  Hate,  and  that  in  its  favour  is  their  eftabllfhmcnt,  they  will  ever  judge  by  the 
interell  thereof,  if  not  out  of  honefty,  yet  for  their  own  advancement. 

I  mud  eternally  remember  the  Turkiflijufticc  for  honour  toftrangers,  whereof  I  have 
had  twice  experience;  firft  at  Saraih  in  Bofuah,  where  I  was  forced  tojuftice  bv  a 
Chriftian,  whom  I  had  fore  wounded,  for  threatening  to  buy  me  for  a  llave.  When  the 
caufe  was  declared  by  two  Turks,  my  companions,  the  judge  not  only  freed  me  with 
w  irds  and  gefture  very  refpeftive,  but  fined  my  adverfary  in  forty  dollars,  and  menaced 
him  with  death  if  any  mifchief  were  plotted  againft  me. 

Another  time,  at  Adrianople,  eleven  or  twelve  of  us  fupping  together,  all  Turks  but 
mylelf,  there  was  a  foulack,  who  is  an  officer  very  eminent  about  the  emperor's  perfon ; 
he  got  fo  bcaflly  drunk,  as  in  the  night,  he  having  a  lodging  in  the  top  of  the  hane, 
miflook  himfelf,  tumbled  oil'  to  the  ground,  and  within  few  hours  died.  The  next 
morning  all  the  company  were  imprifoned  but  me,  who  in  the  night  had  efcaped  out  at 
a  decayed  corner  of  the  hane,  and  hid  myfelf  under  a  bridge  without  the  city.  Every 
man  was  fined  as  circumftance  did  cither  excufe  or  aggravate  ;  the  leaft  paid  four 
thoufand  afpers,  fome  twice  as  much.  The  judge,  by  reafon  of  my  flight,  fufpeded 
fome  extraordinary  guilt  in  mc,  and  had  fent  out  Janizaries  for  my  apprehenfion. 

I,  feeing  the  outrageous  drunkenncfs  of  the  Turks,  had   all   my  voyage  pretended 
for  little  lefs  than  a  commandment  in  the  religion  of  my  country,  not  to  drink  above 
three  draughts  at  a  meeting,  whereby  the  refpcct  of  confcience  gave  me   that   privilege 
offobriety,  which  no  other  excufe  could   have  obtained;  wherefore,  when  the  judge 
w;is  by  the  reft  informed  of  my  abftinence,  and  that  I  had  no  hand   in  the  excefs,  he 
called  hack  the  officers,  and  pronounced  me  free  ;  wherein,  whether  he  regarded  me 
as  abftemiouK,  or  as  a  ftranger,  I  could  not  learn.     One  cuftom  in  their  juftice  I  have 
found,  which  confutes  our  vulgar  maxim,  that  fays  no  commerce  can  be  maintained 
without  fidelity  of  oath,  for  all  Turkey  is  but  a  mifcellany  of  people,  whofe  religions 
have  little  effed  upon  the  confcience ;  and  that  drowned  in  faftion  againft  one  ano- 
ther, fome  of  them,  as  the  Zinganaes,  do  not  fo  much  as  pretend  to  any  God  :  in  this 
cafe  an  oath  were  of  too  flender  credit  for  matters   of  importance ;  for  he  who  will 
commit  teftimony  to  oath,  muft  be  lure  to  uphold  in  the  people  an  aweful  and  tender 
fenfe  of  divine  power,  or  elfe  in  trufting  oaths  with  trials,  he  exalts  knavery  in  the 
oppreffion  of  truth  ;  wherefore  they  put  not  the  witneffes  to  oath,  but  examine  them 
apart,  wherein  fome  wife  Daniels  may  have  fuch  art  of  queftions  fo  unexpefled,  and 
of  fuch  fecret  confequence,  as  no  premeditate  agreement  can  prevent :  a  falfe   witnefs 
endufes  what  the  accufed  fhould   have  done,  had  he  been  guilty.     The  word  of  a 
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known  Turk,  upon  the  faith  of  a  Muflehnan,  bears  down  all  other  teftimony,  unkii 
relieved  by  ftrong  circumftances.     Three  women  make  but  one  witnefs. 

When  any  man  dies,  the  land  in  mofl:  parts  of  Turkey  is  in  the  emperor's  ojift,  who 
alfo  Jiath  the  tenth  of  his  moveables,  the  reft  firft  pays  the  widows  their  jointure  a'^reed 
and  inrolled  ;  then  what  remains  is  equally  divided  among  his  children.     The  fon  of 
any  great  commander  neither  inherits   his   father's   dignity,  nor  is  admitted  to  new. 
Thus  are  both  riches  and  honour  hindered  from  continuing  in  a  family,  whereby  none 
hath  any  credit  with  the  people,  but  as  inftruments  to  the  Grand  Seignior,  who  being 
fole  giver  of  all,  every  man  fits  himfelf  to  his  employments,  without  poffibility  of  any 
greatnefs    unferviceable,  independant,  or   dangerous    to   the  crown.     For  place,  the 
right-hand  they  hold  uppermoft  for  the  clergy,  and  the  left  for  a  foldier,  becaufe  it 
gives  a  man  pofVeHion  of  his  companion's  fword.     Thus,  do  both  orders  converfe  with- 
out the  depreflion  of  either.     Upon  this  body  of  their  laws,  I  will  fet  one  note  con- 
cerning their  head.     Every  ftate   is  then  belt  fitted,  when  its  laws  and  governors  fuit 
•with  the  end  whereto  it  is  framed.     A  ftate  ordered  only  to  prefervation,  is  then  happy 
when  its  laws  not  only  bid  peace,  for  that  is  vain,  but  contrive  it,  and  when  the  prince 
is  of  a  peaceable  nature  ;  but  the  Turkifli  empire  is  originally  compofed  to  ampiifv  by 
war,  and  for  that  purpofe  keeps  the  foldiery  in  continual  pav,  wherefore  it  is  belt  fitted 
to  a  prince  of  nature  violent  and  warlike,  of  wliich  ftrain  the  Mahometan  race  ufed  to 
be;  and  wiien  any  of  them  hath  chanced  to  prove  mild,  though  never  fo  juft  and  re- 
ligious, it  hath  been  found  lefs  profitable  and  glorious  to  the  empire,  than  the  violence 
of  the  others,  although  accompanied  with  much  tyranny.     Therefore  the   fuppofed 
errors  of  Sultan  Murat,   now  reigning,   being  manifeftly  thofe  of  a   flout  fpirit,  agree 
with  the  violent  nature  of  the  government,  wherein  they  are  not  fo  pernicious  as  the 
Chriftians  imagine.     To  thefe  better  parts  of  their  juftice,  I  muft  attack  the  main  dif- 
ordcr  wiiich  defames  it,  that  is,  their  infatiable  covetoufnefs,  which,  in  a  moral  or  theo- 
logical way,  this  difcourfe  cannot  lay  hold  on  ;  but  in  civil  refpecfs,  it  is  a  thing  of 
dangerous  effed,  many  times  difappointing  commands  of  greateft  confequcnce.  Charles 
the  eighth  of  France  loft  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  not  fo  much  by  any  other  error,  as 
by  the  covetoufiiefs  of  his  treafurer,  the  cardinal  of  San  Malo,  in  detaining  fuch  dilburfe- 
ments  as  the  king  had  appointed  to  the  provifions  thereof ;  nor  can  there  be  any  greater 
defeat  of  public  defigns,  than  when  the  commands  whereon  they  relv,  are  by  the  ave- 
rice   of  the   inferior  magiftratc   made   fruilratc:  wherefore  I  noted  it  as  a  pernicious 
piece  of  government,  that  after  the  Baflias  had  at  Sophia  made  public  proclamation  to 
hang  all  Janizaries  who  fliould  be  found  behind  them,  yet  did  I  fee  many  very  confi- 
dently ftay  behind,  and  make  their  peace  for  money  with  the  governors  of  provinces. 
Some  told  me,  that  if  it  fhould  come  to  the  emperor's  notice,  he  would  put  thofe  go- 
vernors to  cruel  deaths  ;  and  certainly  fuch  errors  can  have  no  lefs  remedies  :  where-- 
forc  Polybius,  and  others,  as  they  write,  that  the  Africans  were  always  more  covetous 
than  thofe  of  Europe,  fo  alfo  do  they  accufe  them  of  more  crnelty  ;  and  fometimes 
cruelty  is  not  only  the  cure  of  their  avarice,  but  the  cfteifl  of  it,  for  they  gladly  take 
any  colour  for  execution  upon  thofe  whofe  death  aflbrds  a  good  confifciti.  'U.  The  fourth 
point  propofed,  was  their  moral  parts  ;  thofe  1  compare  to  glafles  ;  tl>e  eikicaticn  and 
laws  of  a  country  are  the  mouKls  wherein  thev  are  blown  to  this  or  tliat  ftiape,  but  the 
metal  is  the  fpirit  of  a  man,  therefore  with  that  I  will  begin.     It  hath  been  maintained, 
that   men  are  naturallv   bom,  fome  for  flavery,  others  to   command  ;     divers  com- 
plexions make  men  timid,  ilextrous,  patient,  induftrious,  and  of  other  qualities  right 
for    fervice ;  others  are  naturally  magnanimous,  confiderate,  rapacious,  daring,  and 
peremptory.     No  man  can  fay,  nature  intends  the  one  fort  to  obey,  the  other  to  rule; 
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for  ifjiaturc  hath  intentions,  yet  it  is  vanity  to  argue  them  by  our  model — fjuis  i!li  3i 
fcrrcfis  ?  but  fiire  the  hitter  are  very  prone  to  invade  the  others,  and  they  as  apt  to  bear. 
This  dirTerence  of  fpirit  is  manifeii  fomctimes  in  whole  nations ;  as  to  compare   tlie 
Spanifh  with  the  Sicilian,  the  bravery  of  tlie  one,  and  the  pufilhuumity   of  the  other, 
feeras  naturally   to  mark  out  the  one  for  domination,  the  other  for  bondage.     Thus, 
if  ever  any  race  of  men  were  born  with  fpirits  able  to  be.ir  down  the  world  before  them, 
I  think,  it  to  be  the  Turk ;  he  is  in  his  behaviour  (howfoever  otherwife)  the  right  fon 
ofllhmael;  every  man's  hand  is  againft  him,  and   his  againil  every  man.     Between 
Chridendom  and  Perlia,  he  hath  all  the  world  againfl  him,  he  fi;ill  defigns  one  orbotli 
for  his  tafk,  and  that  not,  as  other  princes,  for  counterpoiie,  with  intent  of  jvaace,  but 
with  a  refolution,  irrevocably  engaged,  to  be  all  or  nothing.     Unto  the   greatnefs  of 
their  empire,  I  do  much  afcribe  the  greatnefs  of  their  fpirit.     No  man  can   expedl   in 
Lucaor  Genoa  fuch  vafl  folid  men  as  in  old  Rome,  for  mighty  empires  exercife  their 
fubjefts  in  mighty  employments,  v/hich.  makes  them  familiar  with  admirable  examples 
and  great  vitlorles,  whereby  their  minds  are  enlarged  ;  whereas  petty  dates,  with  their 
petty  employments,  timid  counfels,  and  iVequcnt  difu[races,  impoverilh,  and  enieeble 
mens  fancies,  rendering  them  pufilianimous,  and  too  llrait  for  great  thoughts.     Now, 
as  all  conliitutions  of  bodies  are  prone  to  feveral  dil'eafes  peculiar  to  their  frame,  fo  have 
the  minds  of  men  to  their  divers  abiliti'^s  fome  proper  way  of  error ;  the  fubtile  ufe  to 
be  malicious,  falfe,  and  fuperltitious ;  the  timid  incline  to  breach  of  promife,  to  bafe 
ways  of  revenge,  and   the  like ;  the  magnanimous  are  apt  to  be  corrupted  with  aa 
haughty  infolencv,  though  in  fome  fort  generous.     This  is  the  TurkiPn  way,  remorfe- 
lefs  to  thofe  who  bear  up,  and  therefore  millakcn  for  bealHy  ;  but  fuch  it  is  not,  tor  it 
conftantly  receives  humiliation  with  much  fweetnefs  :  this  to  their  honour  and  my  fatif-' 
faftion  I  ever  found ;  I  had  almofl  hourly  experience  thereof,  which  my  unfoiled  fuc- 
cefs  makes  me  not  blulh  to  remember;  yet  not  to  weary  my  pen,  1  will  note  only  my 
fecond  day's  journey,  which  in  the  contrary  entertainment  of  myfelf  and  a  Rhagufean, 
gave  me  the  firll  tafte.     I,  clad  in  Turkilh  manner,  rode  with  two  Turks  an  hour  be- 
fore our  caravan  ;  we  found  four  Spahi  Timariots  by  a  river,  where  we  flayed  ;  they 
were  at  dinner,  and,  feeing  by  my  head  I  was  a  Chriitian,  they  called  to  me ;  1  not  un- 
derflanding  what  they  would  have,  flood  flill,  till  they,  menacing  their  weapons,  rofe 
and  came  to   me  with  very  ugly  looks ;  1,  fmiling,  met  them,  and  taking  him  who 
feemed  of  molt  port  by  the  hand,  layed  it  to  my  forehead,  which  with  them  is  the 
greatell  fign  of  love  and  honour  ;   then   often  calling  him  Sultanum,  fpoke  Engliih, 
which  though  uonc  of  the  kindell,  yet  I  gave  it  fuch  a  found,  as,  to  them  who  under- 
itood  no  further,  might  feem  affe^ilionate,  humble,  and  hearty,  which  fo  appeafed 
them,  as  they  made  me  fit  and  eat  together,  and  parted  lovinglv,     Prefently  atier  they 
met  the  caravan,  where  w:is  the  Rhagufean,  a  merchant  of  quality,  who  came  in   at 
Spalatra,  to  go  for  Conftantinople  ;  he  being  cloathed  in  the  Italian  falhion,  and  fpruce, 
they  jollied  him  :  he  not  yet  confulering  how  tlie  place  had  changed  his  condition,  flood 
upon  his  terms,  till  they,  with  their  axes  and  iron  maces,  the  weapons  of  that  country, 
broke  two  of  his  rib;--,  in  which  cafe  we  left  him  behind  half  dead,  either  to  get  back  as 
he  could,  or  be  devoured  of  beafls.     Not  two  hours  after,  I  walking  alone  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  river,  met  fix  or  feven  more,  who  efpying  a  dagger  in  my  pocket,  fnatched 
it  fu Jdenly,  and  fet  it  againfl  my  breail ;  wherewith,  one  of  them  fpeaking  Ifahan,  I 
won  fo  far  upon  them  with  refpetSlful  words,  that  they  had  .me  into  a  houfe,  where  we 
eat,  drank,  and  lodged  together  ;  and  though  fome  got  very  drunk,  none  oflered  me 
any  injury,  but  idndly  advifed  me  to  lay  afide  that  weapon,  and  ufe  fuch  as  the  country 
permitted.     Finally,  after  daily  fuccefs  in  the  like  kind,  I  grew  fo  coiifident  of  the 
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Turkifh  nature,  as  when  lances  or  knives  were  often  fet  agalnft  me,  I  doubted  not  my- 
felf,  unlefs  it  were  by  a  drunkard,  or  a  ibidier  volunteer  ;  for  drink  makes  the  fancy  of 
the  one  uncertain,  and  the  other    going   to    merit  paradife   by  killing  of  Chriftians, 
•was  no  fafe  company  for  me  ;  nor  were  my  ways  being  framed  only  to  receive  infolcncy, 
able  to  entertain  malice,  efpecially  a  malice  engaged  by  religion.     This  haughty  difpo- 
fition  of  others  makes  the  faHiions  of  other  countries  rather  defpifed   than  imitated;  fo 
that  in  all  the  inland  of  Turkey,  where  Chriflian  merchants  ufe  not,  if  I  appeared  in  the 
leaft  part  cloathed  like  a  Ch.riliian,  I  was  tufted  like  an  owl  among  other  birds.     At  firfl 
I  imputed  it  to  barbaiifm,  but  afterwards  lamenting  thereof  to  one  of  the  better  fort,  to 
note  how  they  underRood  it,  he  told  me  they  would  have  no  novelties,  and  therefore 
would  difgrace  all  new  examples.  Then  I  perceived  it  to  be  a  piece  rather  of  inllilution 
than  inciviUty  ;   tor  tl'.ey  dcTiring  perpetual  hoftihty  with  the  Chriftians,  muft  eRrange 
the  people  from  their  cuftoms  as  nmch  as  may  be.     Now  there  is  no  innovation  draws  in 
foreign  manners  falter  than  that  of  apparel  :  befides  that,  it  feems  honourable  for  the 
Turkifli  nation  to  retain  their  ancient  habit  of  cloatiiing  ;  for  as  the  French  court  gives 
this  fide  of  the  world  pattern  of  apparel,  fo  does  the  Turkifh  to  the  Levant;  yet  they 
to  this  day  vary  but  little  from  that  long  and  loofe  manner  of  garment  reported  to  have 
been  ever  ufed  in  theEaft.     Their  houfes  are  generally  matle  of  brick  dried  in  the  fun, 
poor  and  low,  that  they  may  not  be  worth  taking  from  the  child  when  the  father  dies. 
The  public  buildings  are.  large  and  ftately  afar  off,  and  are  alfo  wonderfully  beautified 
by  the  abundance  of  trees  planted  among  the  houfes,  fo  that  each  city  feems  rather  a 
wood  than  a  city  ;  which  befide  the  pieafant  afpect,  flickers  againit  the  fummer's  fun  and 
winter's  wind.     The  flreets  are  not  broad,  but  paved  with  an  high  foot-caufey  on  each 
fide  ;  in  the  middle  is  a  paffage  for  carts  and  horfes :  from  the  caves,  on  both  fides,  is 
made  a  boarded  arch,  not  very  clofe,  yet  much  dcfenfive  againll  fun  and  rain.     Upon 
the  taking  of  any  town,  the  firfl  things  they  ereft  are  public  baths,  which  they  eftablifh 
with  fair  revenues  ;  fo  that  for  lefs  than  two-pence  anv  man  or  woman  may  be  bathed 
with  clean  linen,  and  never  attendant.     It  is  death  for  any  man  to  enter  when  women 
bathe,  which  he  fhall  know  by  a  bar  before  the  door.     He  or  fhe  who  bathe  not  twice  or 
thrice  a  week,  are  held  nafty  :  every  time  they  make  water,  or  other  unclean  exercife 
of  nature,  they  wafh  thofe  parts,  little  regarding  who  ilands  by.     If  a  dog  chance  to 
touch  their  hand,  they  wafii  prefently  :  before  prayer  they  wafh  both  face  and  hands, 
fometimes  the  head  and  privities,     ^iany  of  their  cuftoms  have  been  inEg}'pt  thoufands 
of  years  liefore  Mahometilin  ;  fo  necefl'ary  a  thing  to  prevent  difeales   is  cleanlinefs  in 
hot  countries,  and  to  men  of  grofs  food.     To  this  Herodotus  afcribes  the  old  circum- 
cifion  in  Egypt,  and  fo  do  I  that  of  Mahomet,  who  had  no  diviner  warrant,  and  cared 
not  for  bare  imitation  ;  for  the  authors  of  fuperftition,  wlien  they   find  cuftoms  very 
ufeful,  knowing  that  reafon  fuffices  not  to  hold  them  in  pradice  with  the  vulgar,  they 
plant  them  amon,;(l  their  other  ceremonies,  and  make  them  confcientious,  which  is  the 
only  way  to  put  them  upon  low  capacities.  In  the  ikirts  of  each  town,  near  lome  river,  or 
other  plcafing  profptd,  there  ufed  to  be  round  open  garden-houfes,  where  any  m:iy  fit 
and  pafs  time.  Befides  all  former  refpccts,  there  is  another  feat,  which  furnifhes  Turkey 
with  magnificent  bridges,  hanes,  mef!veetocs,  highways,  and  other  public  ftruclures; 
that  is  tliis:  When  any  provincial  governor  is,  both  for  riches  and  rapine,  notorious, 
he  is  fure  ere  long  to  be  circumvented,  or  elfe  laid  open  to  the  accufer  tor   a  ccnfifca- 
lion  :  he,  to  prevent  this,  hatli  no  fairer  way,  than  for  the  good,  to  make  fome  work 
of  eminent  magnificence,  wherein  he  gains  two  fafe  points  of  reputation,  in  being  held 
pious  and  exhauft  ;  the  one  flops  the  accufer,  the  other  the  cxcheijuer.     Their  diet  is 
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ver}'  full  and  grofs,  they  will  refufe  all  dainties  for  a  piece  of  fat  mutton,  that  they  feeth 
■with  rice,  which  is  the  mofl  general  food  they  ufe  ;  they  call  that  mixture  Pilawe,  over 
it  they  put  milk,  made  thick  and  four,  called  Yugurt ;  with  peas,  rice,  and    mutton, 
they  make  their  pottage  churbah  :  thcfe  are  the  three  ordinary  diflies  in  Turkey  ;  they 
want  not  others,  as  luxury  or  neccflity  require.     Their  mighty  eating  I  impute  to   the 
drinking  of  water,  which  after  a  while  makes  a  good  ilomach,  as  by  experience  I  found. 
They  abhor  blood  and  things  ftrangled,  and  care  little  for  fifli  or  fowl,  but  often  buy 
them  alive  to  let  them  go ;  whereto  they   pretend  no   metempfychofis,  or  any  other 
reafonbut  that  of  natural  compailion  ;  wherein  they  are  fo  good,  as  to  let  fowl  feed  on 
their  granaries,  cfpecially  in  thofe  of  Jofeph,  at  Grand  Cairo  ;  a  place  is  left  open  for 
birds,  and  fome  thoufands  of  rials  yearly  fcored  off  for  the  fame  to  the  Baflia.     Thus,  in 
Turkey  are  all  birds  fo  tame,  never  ufcd  to  violence,  as  I  have  thrown  my  coat  upon 
turtle-doves  in  the  highways,  and  quails  would  ordinarily  hop  upon  our  legs  and  arms 
as  we  flept  in  the  fields.     Every  night  they  fhut  dogs  and  cats  out  of  doors  ;  that  is  a 
piece  of  their  religion,  and  a  cleanly  one  ;  the  dogs  go  mofl  together,  making  a  hideous 
noifc,  and  are  dangerous  by  night   to   thieves   and   drunkards  ;  others  feldom   walk 
among  them  after  it  is  dark.     The  only  beaftly  piece  of  injuflice  I  found  among  the 
Turks,  was  their  confidence  to  catch  or  buy  up  for  a  flc^ve,  any  Chriffian  they  find   in 
the  country  ;  nor  can  he  efcape,  unlefs  where  he  be  a  fettled  known  merchant,  or  go 
with  fome  protector.     I  met  with  many  who  in  fuch  voyages  as  mine  had  fallen  fliort, 
and  prophefied  the  like  to  me.     I  have  divers  times  been  put  to  defend  myfelf  with  my 
knife,  from  being  fhoveu  into  houfes  by  thofe  who  would  have  kept  me  a  flave  ;  and 
fcarce  any  dav  paft,  but  fome  or  other  cheapened  me  with  the  Janizary,  who,  if  he  had 
fold  me,  1  had  no  remedy  befides  what  difdain  of  life  might  have  happened.     This  I 
held  the  worfl  part  of  my  danger,  and  againft  which  there  is  no  preparation  of  afTurance 
but  in  a  final  refolution,  yet  as  much  as  in  nie  lay  I  ufed  two  ways  of  prevention  ;  one 
was,  when   they  queitioned  my  condition  and  defign,  which  was  often,  I  gave  them 
feveral  accounts,  as  I  noted  the  place  and  auditory,  ftill  in  effect  to  fliew  me  born  rich, 
b  It  fa  Icn  to  poverty,  without  any  f^uh  of  mine,  niv  friends  all  dead  ;  and  that  having  no 
abilitv  for  gain,  1  had  wagered  the  fmall  romains  of  my  fortune  upon  a  return  from  Con- 
flantinople  and  Grand   Cairo :  this,  though   far  below  my  fortunes,  yet  paffed  with 
them  for  truth,  and  fuch  a  one  as,  cmbellifiied  with  fit  ci re um fiances,  procured  me 
cfteem  and  compafhon  ;  and  which  was  above  ail,  made  me  appear  unprofitable  to  the 
buyer,  for  they  buy  more  in  hope  of  ranfom  than  lervice,  and  therefore  often  enquired 
where  I  had  any  correfpcndence.     My  other  way  was  to  note  the  territories  adjoining, 
xvith  the  ways  for  flight,  to  fludy  our   company,  and  glviiig  wine  to  fome,  money  to 
others,  I  ever  kept  in  fecret  peulion  fome  of  the  caravan  who  underlrood  the  language, 
and  lold  me  all  that  paffed.     Then  in  each  place  of  abode  I  acquainted  myfelf  witli  fome 
roncgado,  whofe  ilory,  after  he  had  delivered,  I  knew  liow  to  make  him  fo  much  my 
friend,  as  in  cafe  of  danger  would  have  helped  me  to  fly  or  conceal ;  herein  was  the 
moil  expcnce  and  trouble  of  my  voyage.     This  excepted,  the  Turkifli  difpofition  is  ge- 
nerous, loving,  and  honefl ;  fo  far  from  falfilying  his  promife,  as  if  he  do  but  lay  his 
hand  on  his  breafl,  beard,  or  head,  as  they  ufe,  or  chiefly  break  bread  with  me,  -if  I 
had  an  hundred  lives  I  durfl  venture  them  upon  his  word,  efpecially  if  he  be  a  natural 
Turk,  no  Moor,  Arab,  or  Egyptian  :  to  thofe  I  never  committed  myfelf,  till  they  had 
engaged  wife  and  children  for  my  f^ife  delivery.     They  feldom  travel  fingle,  but  wait- 
ing for  a  great  number  bound  for  the  fame  place,  go  and  lodge  together  :  this  fecures 
from  thieves,  unlefs  they  come  in  troops,  and  then  the  governor  fends  againft  them. 
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Though  great  part  of  Turkey  be  but  of  new  plantation,  and  therefore  not  yet  populous, 
neverthelefs,  In  every  place  of  good  pafturage,  there  are  fhepherds,  fome  of  thcin  with 
flocks  of  two  or  three  thoufand,  feeding  from  one  city  to  another,  which  ciiufcs  Inch 
plenty  in  to\m  and  country,  as  for  an  halfpenny,  in  mofl;  towns,  they  fell  as  much 
roafted  mutton  as  one  man  can  eat,  and  for  two  Ihillings  and  three-pence  I  have  feen  a 
life  fat  fiieep  bought  in  places  two  hundred  miles  from  any  city.     In  mod  towns  an  half- 
penny loaf  will  fuffice  two  or  three  men  a  meal.     This  plenty  was  firfl;  caufed  by  depo- 
pulation, but   will   in    time   breed   greater  numbers   of  their  own  race.     The  natural 
'I'urks,  and  the  rencgadocs,  are  not  fubjecl  to  thole  taxes  and  tolls  of  Cluiftendom  ^ 
nor  is  their  quiet  and  plenty  fit  to  be  publifhed  among  the  adjoining  Chriflians,  only 
vineyards,  in  whofe  hand  foever,  pay  to  the  fpahies,  to  the  guardians,  and  others,  be- 
caufe  wine  is  a  prohibited  ware ;  yet  after  all  thole  perfecutions,  it   is  much  ciie.iper 
there  than  in  Chriflendom,  but  not  every  where  to  be  had  ;  for  though  in  that  point 
Mahomet's  wife  order  fuifer  violence,  yet  with  the  better  part  it  prevails,  and  makes 
fome  drink  with  fcruple,  others  with  danger ;  the  bafer  fort,  when  taken  drunk,  are 
often  baftinadoed  on  the  bare  feet  ;  and  I  have  feen  fome,  after  a  fit  of  drunkennefs, 
lie  a  whole  night  crying  and  praying  to  Mahomet  for  interccifion,  that  I  could  not  fleep 
near  them  ;  fo  flrong  is  confcience  even  where  the  foundation  is  but  imaginary.     This 
want  of  wine  hath  devifed  other  drinks  to  their  meat  for  the  better  fort,  as  Ufiiph,  which 
is  water   fodden  with  raifins,  fometimes  with  honey  ;  but  above  the  relt,  they  cfteem 
fherbets  made  with  iugar,  the  juice  of  lemons,  peaches,  apricots,  violets,  or  other  (lowers, 
fruits,  and  plumbs,  as  each  country  affords  :  thefe  are  dried  together  into  a  confiftcnce 
reafonably  hard  and   portable  for  their  ufe  in  war,  or  clfewhere,  mingling  about  a 
fpoonful  with  a  quart  of  water.     They  have  another  drink  not  good  at  meat,  called 
coffee,  made  of  a  berry  as  big  as  a  fmall  bean,  dried  in  a  furnace,  and  beat  to  powder, 
of  a  foot  colour,  in  tafle  a  little  bitterifh  ;  that  they  feeth,  and  drink  hot  as  may  be  en- 
dured :  it  is  good  all  hours  of  the  day,  but  efpecially  morning  and  evening,  when  to 
that  purpofe  they  entertain  themfelves  two  or  three  hours  in  caffee-houfes,  which  in  all 
Turkey  abound  more  th;m  inns  and  alehoufes  with  us.   It  is  thought  to  be  the  old  black 
broth  ufed  fo  much  by  the  Lacedemonians,  and  drieth  ill  humours  in  the  Ifomacii,  com- 
forteth  the  brain,  never  caufeth  drunkennefs,  or   any  other  furfeit,  and  is  a  harmlef-; 
entertainment    of  good-fellowfhip  ;  for    there,  upon   fcaffolds   half  a  yard  high,  and 
covered  with  miits,  they  fit  crofs-legged,  after  the  Turkifli  manner,  many  times  two  or 
three  hundred  together,  talking,  and  likely  with  fome  poor  mufic  palling  up  and  ilown. 
The  mufic  of  Turkey  is  worth  confideration  ;  through  all  thofe  valt  dominions  theru 
runs  one  tunc,  and  for  ought  I  heard,  no  more,  nor  can  every  man  play  that ;  yet 
fcarce  any  but  hath  a  fiddle  with  two  firings,  and  at  fealts,  and   other  meetings,  will 
confidently  play  upon  it,  but  he  knows  not  to  what  tunc,  nor  can  play  the  lame  twice 
over.     Ihis  I  am  certain  of;  for  to  make  experiment,  I  have  ventured  to  play  at  divers 
meetings,  pretending  the  airs  of  my  country,  to  prove  w  hether  they  had  fkill  or  not, 
and  it  took  fo  well,  that  they  have  often  made  me  play  again  :  then  1  found  their  Ikiil 
and  mine  alike,  for  I  never   underftood  the  leaft  touch  of  any  inftrument.     Nothing 
could  more  diiguife  their  genius  unto  me,  who  was  ufed  to  guefs  at  the  fancies  of  men 
by  the  airs  wherewith  I  found  them  moll  taken,  almoft  as  nuich  as  by  their  dilcourfe. 
I  mult  not  forget  to  note  their  jcaloufy,  wherein  a  Turk  exceeds  an  Italian  as  far  as  he 
us;  the  caufe  is  polygamy,  wliich  makes  the  hufband  gu'tiy  of  infuflicient  correfpnn- 
dence,  and  therein  tearful  that  his  wife  may  leek  a  iurtlier  I'atisfaclion  ;  therciore  their 
women  go  mullled  all  but  the  eyes,  nor  are  fuffered  to  go  to  church,  or  fo  much  as 
look  out  at  the  windows  of  tlieir  own  houfes.     The  man  may  divorce  when  he  will, 
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with  redltution  of  jointure,  and  feme  further  fatisfaftion,  as  the  judge  ploafes,  yet  not 
without  fome  reafonablc  pretence  againfl  the  woman.  I  faw  at  Adrianople  a  woman, 
with  many  of  lier  friends,  went  weeping  to  a  judge,  wliere,  in  his  prefence,  flie  took  oil' 
her  flioe,  and  held  it,  the  fole  upward,  but  fpake  nothing.  1  enquired  what  it  meant, 
one  told  nie  it  was  the  ceremony  ufed  when  a  married  woman  complains  that  her  huf- 
band  would  abufc  her  againfl  nature,  which  is  the  onlv  caufe  for  which  they  may  fue 
a  divorce,  as  flie  then  did.  That  delivery,  by  way  of  emblem,  feemed  neat  where  the 
flift  was  too  unclean  for  language.  There  arc  very  few  beggars  in  Turkey,  by  reafon 
of  the  great  plenty  of  victuals  ;  only  one  fort  I  wondered  at,  that  is,  their  Santones,  who 
are  able  cunning  rogues,  much  like  our  Toms  of  Bedlam,  ever  with  fome  fuch  difguife 
to  pretend  a  crazy  brain ;  but  they  acl  in  a  more  grave,  fublime,  and  meek  way  than 
ours.  Why  thefe  are  refpefted,  I  could  never  hear  any  reafon  other  than  compallion  ; 
but  I  obferved  fuch  a  reverence  borne  them  as  made  me  think  it  religious ;  nor  is  it 
ftrange  that  fupcrlUtions  fliould  honour  all  eclipfe  of  underflanding,  whofe  Hght  difco- 
vers  them  too  far.  There  is  no  people  more  courteous  of  falutation  than  tlie  Turks  ;  in 
meeting  upon  the  highway,  one  with  a  ftoop  and  his  hand  upon  his  bread,  bids  falaum 
aleek  ;  the  other,  with  like  obeifance,  replies  aleek  falainn  :  and  when  any  one  comes 
into  company,  the  reft  fahite  him  with  a  Merahbah  Sultanum,  ever  fweetening  their 
converfation  with  fuch  accent  of  pronunciation,  and  fo  much  refpeftive  geftufe  as  favours 
of  a  genteel  genius,  free  from  that  rudenefs  whereof  they  are  accufed.  Their  fepultures 
are  notable  ;  thofe  of  princes  or  great  men  are  covered  over  with  iilk,  or  cloth  of  gold, 
with  a  turbant  at  the  head,  and  fet  under  a  vaulted  arch  fupported  by  four  marble  pil- 
lars, fome  with  a  little  cock  of  fountain-water,  and  lamps  continually  burning. 
They  are  made  near  the  mefkeeto,  efpecialiy  if  they  built  one,  but  never  within  it :  the 
more  ordinary  are  buried  in  fome  pleafant  place  without  the  city,  with  an  high  ftone 
(landing  at  the  head,  and  another  at  the  feet ;  that  at  the  head  had  fometimes  an  epitaph, 
and  if  it  be  a  man  of  quality,  is  made  at  top  in  form  of  a  turbant,  Thofe  who  beflow 
a  marble  flone  over  them,  have  it  in  the  middle  cut  through  about  a  yard  long  and  a  foot 
broad  ;  therein  they  plant  fuch  kind  of  plants  or  Howers  as  endure  green  all  the  year 
long,  which  fecm  to  grow  out  of  the  dead  body,  thinking  thereby  to  reduce  it  again  into 
play,  though  not  in  the  fenfe  of  fenfible  creatures,  yet  of  thofe  vegetables  which  is  the 
next  degree,  and  perhaps  a  preferment  beyond  the  dufl. 

The  Turkifli  nation  cannot  yet  be  generally  abandoned  to  vice,  having  two  fuch  great 
enemies,  the  Chriilian  on  this  fide,  the  Perfian  on  that.  Were  they  once  removed,  it 
would  foon  corrupt,  like  Rome  after  the  fall  of  Carthage  and  Antiochus,  or  worfe  ;  for 
then  it  would  have  a  far  greater  empire  than  ever  the  Roman  was,  nor  is  it  much  left 
already,  nor  wanting  fo  much  in  extent,  as  it  exceeds  in  being  more  abfolute  and  better 
compaft.  It  hath  ever  been,  and  yet  is  the  vanity  of  nations,  to  eftecm  themfelves  civilcr 
and  more  ingenious,  becaufe  more  curious  in  fuperlliiions  than  other  people,  whofe  mo- 
deration, diverfity,  or  difdainof  thofe  follies  they  term  barbarous  and  beaflly  flupidity, 
uncapable  of  fuch  illuminations.  Thus,  of  old  the  Egyptians  dcfpiied  the  Grecians,  they 
the  Romans,  the  Romans  all  the  world  ;  and  at  tliis  day  the  Papifls  us,  the  Jews  them, 
the  Mahometans  all.  After  this  difcourfeof  the  imperial  party,  I  mufl  not  forget  thofe 
other  feds  which  it  hath  in  its  fubjedion  ;  they  are  generally  Chriflians  and  Jews. — 
Chriflian  ftrangers  they  call  Freink,  but  their  own  fubjefts  are  either  I^atines,  Arme- 
nians, Greeks,  or  of  another  fort  whereof  I  hs.ve  feen  infinite  numbers  in  all  that  tradt 
of  Bulgary  and  Servia,  who  are  baptized  only  in  the  name  of  St.  John.  Their  theolo- 
gical difference  I  enquired  not,  but  in  fadiion  I  noted  them  fo  defperately  malicious  to- 
wards one  another,  as  each  loves  the  Turk  better  than  they  do  either  of  the  other,  and 
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ferve  him  for  informers  and  iiiflrumcnts  agamft  one  another.  Tlie  hatred  of  the 
Greek  church  to  t!ie  Romifh  was  the  lofs  of  Belgrade  in  Hungary,  and  is  at  this  day  fo 
implacable,  as  he  who  in  any  Chrifliian  war  upon  the  Turk,  fliould  cxpecl  the  leaft  good 
wifh  from  the  Chrifdans  in  thofe  parts,  would  find  himfelf  utterly  deceived.  I  often  was 
helped  by  Turks  and  reuegadoes  againfl;  the  malice  of  their  Chriftians.  At  Rhodes  they 
iniormed  the  BaHiaw  of  us  for  burying  a  boy  of  our  company,  and  but  for  a  Spanifii 
renegado,  it  had  colt  our  libeity.  The  l.atines  are  Papifts,  but  fo  few  and  dcfpifed  as 
not  to  be  reckoned.  The  Armenians  or  Chaldeans  are  alfo  Chriftians,  but  have  a  deeper 
tincture  of  Mahometanifm  than  the  reft.  The  Greek  church  feems  little  inferior  in 
number  to  the  Roman ;  for  though  the  Catholics  are  thicker  in  France,  Spain,  Ger- 
many, and  Italy,  than  the  others  in  Turkey,  Mufcovy,  and  Perfia,  yet  their  provinces  do 
fo  infinitely  exceed  thofe  in  extent,  as  will  make  the  Greek  church,  though  in  thinner 
plantation^,  more  numerous  than  the  other.  This  proportion  was  affurcd  clear  before 
the  lofs  of  Conftantinople,  which  to  Rome  itfelf,  if  not  confidered  as  a  corrival,  was  a 
deep  blow.  Now  in  all  Turkey  the  number  of  Chriftians  is  wonderfully  abated,  for 
befide  the  flaughter  in  conqueft,  they  are  diiily  diminifhed  by  other  arts.  The  Turk 
takes  a  more  pernicious  way  to  extinguifti  Chriltianity  than  ever  the  Heathen  emperors 
did  ;  their  hot  perfecutions  got  them  the  envy  which  follows  cruelty,  and  made  the  people 
companionate  the  afllicted  caufe,  whereby  commiferation,  which  is  a  ftrong  piece  of 
human  nature,  blew  the  flame  of  zeal,  and  raifed  more  aff^e£tion  to  the  caufe  than  terror 
could  fupprefs  :  thence  came  the  faying,  Sariguis  martyriim  fcmen  ecckftce.  The  Turk 
puts  none  to  death  for  religion,  whereby  none  from  fire  or  gallows  move  compaflion  to 
their  caufe  ;  he  rather  fucks  the  purfe  than  unprofitable  blood,  and  by  perpetual  poverty 
renders  them  low  towards  himfelf,  and  heavy  to  one  another.  He  turns  the  Chriftian 
churches  into  mefkeetoes,  much  fupprefling  the  public  exercife  of  religion,  efpecially  of 
the  Romifti,  though  not  utterly ;  fo  that  each  generation  becomes  lefs  inftructed  than 
other,  infomuch  that  at  this  time,  as  by  trial  I  found,  many  who  profefs  themfelves 
Chriftians  fcarce  know  what  they  mean  by  being  fo.  Finally,  perceiving  themfelves 
poor,  wretched,  taxed,  difgraced,  deprived  of  their  children,  and  fubjeft  to  the  infolencc 
of  every  rafcal,  they  begin  to  confider  and  prefer  this  prefent  world  before  that 
other,  which  they  fo  little  underftand.  This  turns  fo  many  thoufands  to  Mahometanifm, 
and  prevails  with  lefs  fcandal  than  fire  and  fword  would  do,  inafmuch  as  it  goes  lefs 
harfli  with  a  man  to  forget  his  religion  than  to  defy  it ;  for  confcience  wrought  on  by 
education,  holds  the  mind  of  man  as  a  lace  wound  about  the  body.  The  Turkifh  courfc 
unlaces  it  by  degrees,  as  if  it  had  been  wound  up,  fo  bringing  it  oft'  clear ;  but  bloody 
perfecution  ftriving  to  pull  it  away  at  a  fnatch,  is  too  fudden  a  violence,  difordering  and 
entangling  things  fafter  than  they  were.  Thus,  if  we  view  thefe  affairs  no  further  than 
the  eye  of  realbn  can  reach,  he  feems  in  a  probable  way  to  taint  all  the  Chriftians  under 
his  dominions,  but  it  muft  be  the  work  of  time  :  in  the  mean  while  they  ferve  to  fill  his 
cofiers,  and  in  efled  fupply  him  with  Gibeonites  and  hulbandmen  to  till  his  land,  while 
his  Muffelmen  are  referved  to  the  commanding  employment  of  the  fword.  Therefore 
he  doth  not  much  care  for  a  general  convcrfion,  as  appeared  in  Solyman  the  fccond, 
who  feeing  a  company  of  many  thoufands  tall  down  before  him  and  hold  up  the  fore 
finger,  as  their  manner  of  converfion  is,  he  afked  what  moved  them  to  turn  ?  They  re- 
plied, it  was  tobeeafed  of  their  heavy  taxations.  He,  difdaining  that  bafenols,  or  not 
willijig  to  lofe  in  tribute,  for  an  unfound  acceffion  in  religion,  rejected  their  conver- 
fion, and  doubled  their  taxations.  Neverthelefs,  particular  converts,  if  ferious,  volun- 
tary, and  perlons  of  important  condition,  are  received  with  honour  and  large  reward, 
efpecially  ftjangers.  1  faw  at  Belgrade  a  feaft  carried  by  above  threefcore  pcrfons ;  and 
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after  all,  a  horfe  worth  at  leaft  thirty  pounds,  fcnt  from  the  Bafliaw  to  one  of  thefc  at 
the  day  of  his  circumcifion,  and  I  was  told  he  had  near  a  thoufand  dollars  given  him  by 
others  ;  but  he  had  borne  good  oflice  in  Tranfylvania.     I  once  met  at  a  feafl  a  youth, 
whofe  father  was  governor  of  a  neighbouring  town  in  Tranfylvania  ;  fome,  in  a  jelling 
manner,  threatened  circumcifion  to  us  both  :  I,  knowing  their  nitereft  lay  all  towards 
him,  firft  fevered  my  caufe  from  his,  and  then  jelled  myfelf  oft';  but  the  next  day  they 
fent  to  apprehend  him,  and  if  fome  ni  his  countrymen  had  not  helped  him  over  the 
Danubius  by  night,  he  had  been  fliut  up ;  for  befide  the  intercll  of  ftate,  he  was  a 
handfome  youth,  and  his  father  able  to  ranfom  him,  which  are  two  ftrong  motives. — 
Unlefs  it  be  upon  fuch  terms,  there  is  feldom  any  compulfion  of  confcience,  and  then 
not  by  death,  where  no  criminal  offence  gives  occafion.     I  converfed  much  with  rene- 
gadoes,  and  had  good  opportunity  by  their  Italian  tongue  to  found  what  fpirits  they  were 
of,  and  on  what  motives  they  fell  off.     Generally  I  found  them  Atheiils,  who  left  our 
caufe  for  the  Turkifli,  as  the  more  thriving  in  the  world,  and  fuller  of  preferment  ; 
thefe  hate  us  not  otherwife  than  in  fhew,  unlefs  where  they  find  themfelves  abhorred 
for  their  apoftacy :  then  take  heed,  for  in  your  ruin  they  gei  both  revenge  and  repu- 
tation of  zeal.     But  with  a  more  opportune  behaviour,  I  have  won  much  courtefy  from 
them,  and  upon  occafion  put  my  life  at  one  of  their  difcretions,  and  found  him  noble  : 
thefe  are  the  voluntary  renegadoes.     Tha"e  are  another  fort,  whom  iiard  ufage  and  cap- 
tivity brings  in,  rather  than  any  ambition  or  dilguftat  home.  Thefe,  though  neceffitated 
to  hold  on,  yet  they  bear  much  good-will  to  Chriftians,  and  .likely  a  deep  grudge  to  the 
Turks.     I  firft  noted  this  by  an  eunuch  of  the  garrifon  of  Belgrade,  whom  I  had  with 
money  made  my  friend  againft  any  neceffity  of  flight.     I,  going  to  vifit  him  in  his  houfe 
near  the  river  Danubius,  found  him  alone  very  drunk ;  he,  out  of  tiiat  heat  and  expe- 
rience of  my  engagement,  fell  to  rail  againft  the  Turks,  and  withal  ftiewJng  me  how  they 
had  marred  his  game.     Well,  quoth  he,  do  you  fee  that  river  ?  there  feldom  hath  paffed 
a  week  fince  I  have  been  in  this  city  (which  was  half  a  year),  but    fome    night  or 
other  I  have  thrown  fome  of  their  children  therein  ;  and  told  me  that  formerly,  in  other 
places,  he  had  done  many  fuch  fecret  revenges  for  their  gelding  of  h;m.     Before  my 
experience  of  thefe  apoftates,  I  fuppofed  that  their  p;u-:;dife  had  won  many  from  our  fide  j 
but  of  all  that  I  praftifed,  there  was  none  taken  either  with  that,  or  otlier  points  of  their 
doftrine,  but  manifeftly  with  worldly  refpecls  ;  wherefore  feeing  how  many  daily  go 
from  us  to  them,  and  how  few  of  theirs  to  us,  it  appears  of  what  confequence  the  profpe- 
rity  of  a  caufe  is  to  draw  men  unto  it,  and  how  uncertainly  they  judge  of  all  other  merit. 
The  chief  fed  whereof  I  defired  to  bemformed  was  the  Jews,  whofe  modern  condition 
is  mo/e  condemned  than  underftood  by  Chriftian  writers,  and  therefore  h\  them  deli- 
vered with  fuch  a  zealous  ignorance  as  itever  gave  me  fatisfadlion.     Their  primitive  p'-o- 
feflion  was  fnepherds,  whok  innocent  kind  of  life  had  leifure  for  the  ftudy  of  that 
hierarchy,  which  in  after-times  their  fettled  poffeftion  of  Canaan  put  into  aft  ;  but,  as  we 
daily  fee,  neceffity  makes  Ihlfts,  and  nothing  corrupts  clear  wits  more  than  defperate 
fortunes  a.id  >c'.>ign  converfation  ;  fo  it  befel  them  in  their  frequent  captivities,  wherein 
the  mahce  of  their  eftate,  and  corruptions  of  the  Gentiles,  did  extremely  debauch  their 
old  innocence,  and  from  fhepherds  or  tillers  of   land,  turned    them    to  what   they 
now  are,  merchants,  brokers,  and  cheaters.     Hereto  is  added  no  fmall  neceffity  from 
their  religion,  which  as  of  old,  fo  at  this  day,  renders  them  more  generally  odious  than 
any  one  fort  of  men,  whereby  they  are  driven  to  help  theurfelves  by  fhifts  of  wit,  more 
than  others  are ;  and  fo  as  it  were  bandying  their  faction  againft  the  reft  of  mankind, 
they  become  better  ftudied,  r-,d  praclifed  in  malice  and  knavery  than  other  men.  This 
makes  them  thrive  notwithftanding  all  their  oppreffions,  in  fuch  exceffive  riches,  as  by 
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themfelves  I  have  heard  alledged  as  a  teflimony  of  divine  benediction.     They  are  gene- 
rally found  the  mofl  nimble  and  mercurial  wits  in  the  world,  which  in  part  is  defcended 
from  the  original  complexion  of  tlieir  forefathers,  who  gave  notable   teftimonics  of  a 
fubtle  generation,  and  hath  been  much  advantaged  by  their  Mofaical  inftitution  of  diet, 
a  thing  of  no  fmall  effed  to  refine  the  blood  and  fpirits  in  fo  many  defcents.     Yet  above 
all,  I  impute  it  to  this  incelTant  neceility  and  exercil'e  of  wit,  which  ever  keeps  It  up,  with- 
out growing  too  remifs  and  ftupid,  as  ufually  happens  when  men  are  not  quickened  by 
fuch  occafioiis.     Hereupon  it  is  that  every  Vizier  and  Bafliaw  of  ftate  ufes  to  keep  a 
Jew  of  his  private  council,  whofe  malice,  wit,  and  experience  of  Chriflendom,  with  their 
continual  intelligence,  is  thought  to  devife  moll  of  chat  mifchief  which  the  Turk  puts  in 
execution  againft  us.     Neverthelefs,  in  mofl  of  their  converfation,  I  noted  rather  the 
dexterity  of  a  cheater  or  mountebank  thim  any  folid  wifdoni ;  and  fo  in  their  railmgs  at 
Chrifl,  few  invade  him  by  any  ftaid  politic  way  of  atheifm ;  moll  of  them  prophane  him 
with  beaflly  tales  or  fupcrftitious  accounts ;  divers  of  them   read  the  New  Teftament 
malicioudy  to  cavil  and  elude  the  miracles  of  Chrifl,  wickedly  imputing  them  to  con- 
fpiracy  among  the  adlors,  and  partiality  in  the  writers,  as  of  a  legend.     Above  all  places 
in  fcripture  they  abufe  that  where  it  is  faid,  that  when  he  was  to  go  up  to  the  paf*"over, 
but  few  days  before  his  death,  his  kindred  and  thofe  about  him  did  not  yet  believe ; 
whereby  they  (not  knowing  faith  to  be  the  gift  of  grace  rather  than  of  reaibn)  flander 
his  miracles  for  not  being  fo  manifell  as  we  conceive.     Once  at  their  celebration  of  a 
fabbath  at  Nifs  in  Servia,  I  was  walking  with  divers  of  their  Rabbins,  efpecially  one  much 
reverenced  by  the  reft,  who  was  principal  of  the  fynagogue  at  Sophia.     He  would  needs 
urge  a  difcourfe  of  chriflianity  ;  where,  after  his  mahce  had  wearied  itfelf,  I  aiked  him 
whether  it  were  not  an  undeniable  fign  of  divine  aid  to  ourcaufe,  that  with  fuch  a  meek 
humility  as  that  of  Chrifl,  had  raifed  itfelf  overall  the  proudefl  opprefTors.     He  (as  the 
nature  of  poifon  is  to  infeft  things  of  mofl  contrary  condition)  perverting  this  reafon,  re- 
plied, that  Chrifl  came  when  the  world  had  been  tamed  by  the  Romans,  whofe  cruel 
victories  and  heavy  yoke  had  broken  the  fpirits  of  mofl  nations  ;  whereupon  he  would 
not  build  his  religion,  as  the  old  Heathens  had  ever  done,  upon  heroic  brave  ads,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  meek  humility  of  contrite  hearts  ;  which,  being  the  greatefl;  nuniber, 
efpecially  by  that  time  they  came  to  govern,  caufes  it  to  prevail  fo  well.     This  feeming  a 
cold  atheifm,  he  further  made  vain,  with  an  addition  concerning  the  feveral  ages  of  the 
world,  comparing  the  cafe  with  this  microcofm  of  man,  whofe  infancy  is  funple,  youth 
brave,  manhood  firm,  but  his  decaying  age  faints  till  the  end  fliuts  all  up.     Each  ot  thefe 
periods  he  pretended  were  guided  by  fuitable  doctrines,  and    to  the  latter  rejected 
Chriflianity,  whofe  humble  contempt  of  the  world  he  afcribed  to  the  world's  old  age,  a« 
in  man,  grown  weary  of  itfelf.     After  anfwer  hereto,  I  defired  to  underfland  fomewhat 
of  their  Caball,  which  I  had  always  held  the  great  fecret  of  the  Jews ;  I  demanded, 
whether  it  confifled  in  that  arithmetical  fignification  of  letters  as  we  fuppofe,  telling  him 
withall,  that  it  feemed  flrange  how  letters  and  words,  which  were  impofed  differently  by 
the  humour  of  man,  could  touch  upon  the  reality  of  things  in  themfelves,  which  did  not 
acknowledge  our  devices.     He  anfwercd,  that  in  part  the  Caball  did  depend  upon  letters 
and  words,  but  only  Hebrew,  wherein  Adam  named  things  when  he  was  in  the  Hate  of 
iimocence,  and  underflood  their  nature ;  but  in  languages  made  fince  the  fall,  they 
wanted  ti)undation  ;  they,  as  the  iilue  of  confufion,  aifure  nothing  therein.     Thea  he 
added  the  Itory  of  it,  telling  me  that  Caball  fignifies  tradition,  which  was  the  way  whereby 
it  was  transferred  from  one   age  to   another,  and  that  it  was   in  fome   nieafure   a 
reparation  of  our  knowledge  lofl  in  the  fall  of  Adam,  and  again  revealed  from  God  four 
-times  J  lirll  to  Adam,  who  upon  his  ejedion  out  of  paradile,  fituug  vei-y  difconfolate, 
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God,  quoth  he,  fent  the  angel  Ra^rucl  to  comfort  him,  and  finding  his  chief  forrow 
to  be  in  lofmg  the  knowledge  of  that  dependency  and  punftual  commerce  which  th'e 
ere  itures  have  vnih  their  creator,  and  aniont^t  one  another  ;  the  antrcl,  for  his  illumina- 
tion therein,  inflnuT:cd  him  in  the  peculiar  moments  of  time  natural  and  proper  to  each 
palTage,  wherein  things  elfe  impofhblc  might  be  brought  to  pafs  with  felicity.     Ilcreat 
I  told  him,  that  there  was  not  in  our  Bible  any  mention  of  the  angel  Raguel's  comforting 
or  inftrufting  of  Adam:  whereto  he  replied,  like  a  curfed  Jew,  that  the  Popes  had,  not 
only  in  that  place  but  in  many  other,  clipped,  amplified,  and  mifrelated  the  Old  Tefta- 
mcnt,  the  better  to  conform  it  with  their  New,  for  their  civil  and  ecclcfiaRical  inllitutions, 
which  depend  thereon.     The  Caball,  faid  he,  held  in  tradition  many  ages,  till  time, 
with  the  accidents  of  the  flood  and  Babel,,  loft  it.     Then  once  more  Go  J  Jifcovere-.l  it  to 
Mofes  in  the  bufh  :  this  he  proved  out  of  EiUras,  a  book  in  high  efteem  with  them  ^ 
where  in  the  fecond  book  God  is  brought  in,  faying — Enarravi  ei  multa  mirahilia,  £3* 
ojicndi  ei  temporum  fecreta^  ac  fincm,  Isf  prcBcepi  ei  dicens  ba:c  palam  fades  -jcrba  ;  hac 
abfcondes  ;  therefore  Mofes  publifhed  thofe  mirabilia,  the  creation,  the  law,  and  the 
Ifraelites  bringing  forth  of  Egypt :  but  thok—fecreta,  ac  fines  temporum,  he  difclofed  to 
none  befide  his  feventy  rulers  over  Ifrael.     Thefe  traditions  foon  failed  in  the  opprelTions 
under  the  Philiftines  ;  but  the  third  time  God  revealed  it  again,  tliat  was  to  Solomon  in 
a  dream ;  for  it  is  faid  of  Solomon,  that  he  knew — initium,  isf  confummationem,  is" 
medictatem  temporum.     By  tliis  art  he  wrote  many  books  of  all  things,  from  the  cedar  to^ 
the  hyflbp,  witii  divers  others,  all  which  were  lolt  in  the  enfuing  captivity.     Therefore 
the  laft  time  he  pretended  it  reftored  to  Efdras,  whom,  as  himfelf  writes,  God  made  to 
retire  forty  days,  with  five  fcribes,  who  in  that  fpace  wrote  204  books.     The  firft   134 
God  commanded  to  be  public  for  the  reading  of  all,  both  worthy  and  unworthy  :  the 
latter  70  were  to  pafs  private  only  among  the  wife  of  the  people :  thefe  latter  70  they 
pretend  caballafHc,  and  not  yet  all  loft.      When  I  confidered  this  art,  it  put  me  in  mind 
of  what  the  prophet  fays  to  the  church  of  Ifrael — Thy  habitation  is  in  the  midft  of  de- 
ceivers: —for  although  in  things  of  inferior  natures,  as  well  as  in  the  paiTions  of  men,  there 
are  jtiolles  aditus,  £ii'  apta  tcmpora ;  wherein  they  are  better  diipofed  for  this  or  that 
impreflion  than  at  other  times,  yet  do  not  thefe  open  them  farther  than  to  an  agent  that 
comes  opportune,  and  in  a  way  naturally  proper  to  the  pre-difpofition  of  the  fubjecl: : 
thus,  a  fever  is  eaficr  cured  at  one  time  than  at  another,  one  medicine  hits  one  accefs, 
ajiother  the  Jiext.     The  like  may  be  obferved  in  all  things  ;  but  to  extend  this  beyond 
its  due  limits,  and  to  ways  improper,  as  to  wiftiing,  writing,  fpeaking,  and  other  charms, 
which  cannot    reach    the    reality  of  things,  comes  'to    as    profoimd    a    nothing    as 
Hermes's  Sigil,  Paracelfus's  fpell  againft  flies.     Their  great  council  of  Sanhcdrin,  confift- 
ing  of  fevenry-one,  in  imitation  of  Mofes  and  his  feventy  elders,  not  being  able  to  work. 
fuch  wonders,  did  neverthelefs  ftrixe  to  continue  the  reputation  of  the  old  thearchy  ; 
to  that  purpofe  they  glorified  this  device  of  Caball,  whofe  pretence  of  fecret  information 
from  God,  even  in   their  forfaken  times,  ferved  them  as  Numa's  pretended  meetings 
with  the  nymph  Egeria,  Mahomet's  raptures  with  the  angel  Gabriel,  and  the  like,  to 
countenance  their  ordinances  with  divine  repute  among  the  people.     Tliis  device  was 
well  framed  to  take  with  the  Jews,  who  generally  have  light,  aereal,  and  fanatical  brains, 
fpirited  much  like  our  hot  Apocalypfe  men,  or  fierce  expounders  of  Daniel,  apt  to  work 
themfelves  into  the  fool's  paradife  of  a  fublime  dotage.     They  expecl  their  Meftiah  with 
an  unv/earied  aflurance,  and  as  all  prophetical  delays  do  eafily  fitid  excufe,  fo  have  they, 
reftoring  their  hope  with  augmentation  of  glory  in  the  more  perfed  trial.  At  his  coming 
they  exp.^a  a  temporal  kingdom,  whereof  I  heard  them  difcourfe  with  fo  much  zeal, 
as  feemed  to  have  a  touch  of  the  Sadducy,  whofe  appetite  reliflies  a  prefent  fruidon 
I  better 
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better  than  the  ftate  of  refurreftion.    To  difcover  this  fully,  I  told  them,  that  methought 
it  might  feom  to  them  but  jufl:,  that  all  thole  who  had  lived  and  died  conftantly  expeft- 
ing  the  Meflias,  flioukl    not,  by  untimely  dcLith,  lofe  the  fruits  of  their  conftancy, 
but  be  rcflored  to  life  at  his  coming,  to  enjoy  and  make  up  his  kin^:;dom.     This  they 
received  with  much  appl.^ufe,  and,  as  flattery  ufcs  to  be,  ir  was  by  them  held  an  illumi- 
nation, which  they,  embracing  of  me,  fecondcd  with  luch  a  Romanzo  of  their  future 
kingdom,  as  (hewed  a  tlnrft  of  revenging  their  cr.ptivitics,  and  there^vith  to  enjoy  the 
world  in  that  timely  refurredion.     Above  all  bleliings  given  of  God,  they  prefer  that 
of  incrcafe  and  multiply:  to  hold  it  a  bl.fTmg  they  have  i-eafon  ;  but  why  that  fhould 
be  thought  the  greatelt  I  knov/  not,  unlefs  becaufe  of  their   falacity,  ever  noted  for 
projcclijfima  in  lihidincm  geiis,  and  fo  apt  to  grow  like  the  fands  of  thefeain  number  ;  or 
elfe  lor  propagation  of  the  kind,  which  is  the  chief  act  of  thofe  who  confider  thcmfelves 
no  higher  than  as  parts  of  the  world,  and  of  that  taken  in  the  bare  continuance,  without 
any  oi  its  further  operations.     They  may  drink  water  alone,  but  not  wine  mingled  there- 
with, unlefs  ihcy  have  a  difpenfiuion.     That  which  is  pure  wine  they  call  wine  of  the 
law  :  this,  perhajxs,  was  one  among  other  reafons,  why  they  were,  of  old,   miftaken  to 
have  worfliipped  Bacchus.     "When  they  kill  any  living  creature,  they  firfl;  turn  the  face 
of  it  eaftward,  then  faying,  Be  it  fanclified  in  the  name  of  the  great  God,  king  of  heaven 
and  earth,  they  cut  the  throat  with  a  knife,  without  any  gap  in  the  edge  ;  if  that  be  not 
obferved,  they  will  not  cat  of   the  meat,  but    hold    it    utterly  prophane.     IMoft  of 
the   fat  they  call  away,  efpecially  about  the  loin  and  kidneys  :  that  of  each,  mutton 
or  beef,  they  fcarcc  eat  half.     Thcfc,  with   many  other  reilriclions  of  diet,  I  urged  as 
difficulties  of  victualling  their  armies  when  the  Meflias  fliould  come  ;  but  they  readily 
folved  it  with  the  power  of  miracles,  which  Ihall  fave  him  all  lat-.our  and  care.     He  is  ex- 
pected of  the  tribe  of  Judah,  which  was  fettled  in  Portugal,  where  they  boaft,  and  in 
Spain,  to  have  millions  of  their  race,  to  whom  they  give  compleat  difpenfation  to  coun- 
terfeit Chrillianily,  even  to  the  degree  of  prielthood,  and  that  none  are  difcovcred  but 
ioine  hot  fpirits,  whofe  zeal  cannot  temporize.     This  reverence  to  the  Meflias  makes 
them  throughout  tlie  whole  world  breed  their  children  up  in  the  Portugal  fpeech,  and 
make  it  their  domeftic  tongue.     The  Jews  of  Italy,  Germany,  and  the  Levant,  excepting 
the  banditoes  of  Spain,  are  of  Benjamin,  the  other  ten  tribes,  in  the  deilruftion  of  Jero- 
boam's kingdom  by  Salmanafl'cr,  were  led  captives  beyond  the  Euphrates,  whence  they 
never  returned.     In  which  deflruction,  perhaps  worfe  than  this  of  their  brethren,  they 
had  the  happincfs  never  to  perfecutc  Chrill.     Then  I  afked,-  if  they  had  there  degene- 
rated into  the  race  and  Gentilifm  of  the  Heathen,  as  our  Chriitians  have  done  in 
the  Holy  L-and,  whom  now  we  know  not  from  other  Turks  but  by  fome  touch  ot  lan- 
guage.    They,  afhamed  of  fuch  apoftacy,  told  me,  that  thofe  ten  tribes  are  not  found 
any  where,  but  either  fwallowed  like  Goran's  company,  or  as  other  Rabins  write,  blown 
away  with  a  whirl-wind  ;  fo  apt  are  light  wits  to  imagine  God  lefs  glorified  in  his 
own  glorious  ways  of  nature,  becaufe  ordinary,  than  in  the  puffs  of  their  own  vain  de- 
vifed  miracles,  wherein,  while  they  atfed  to  leem  grave  and  profound,  they  become  fond 
and  fliallow,  not  knowing  the  ways  of  that  virtue  which  moveth  all  things.     In  their  di- 
vine lervice  they  make  one  of  the  belt  fort  read  a  chapter  of  Mofes,  then  fome  boy  or 
ral'cal  reads  a  piece  of  the  prophets.     In  the  middle  of  the  fynagogue  is  a  round  place 
vaulted  over,  fupported  by  pillars  ;  therein  fometimesone  of  their  doctors  walks  up  and 
down,  iuid  in  Portugueze,  exalts  the  JMcffias,   comforts   their  captivity,  and  rails  at 
Chriit. 

'Ihey  have  a  cupboard  made  to  reprcfcnt  the  tabernacle,  wherein  they  lay  up  the  tables 
Oi  the  iaw,  which  now  and  theu  they  take  forth  and  kifs.     They  fmg  many  tunes,  but 
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frequently  that  of  Adonai,  which  is  the  ordinary  name  of  God  ;  for  Jehovah  tliey  men- 
tion not  but  upon  high  occufions.     At  circumcifion,  boys  are  fet  to  yaul  out  David's 
Plalms  fo  loud  as  dins  the  infant's  cry.     The  fynagogue  is  hung  round  w  ith  glafs  lamps 
burning  ;  every  man  at  his  entrance  puts  on  a  linen  cope,  firll  killing  it ;  but  elfe  they 
ufe  no  manner  of  reverence  or  fign  of  devotion.     I,  knowing  difcontent  is  apt  to  difcloie 
fecrets,  got  ftrait  accjuaintance  Avitli  one  of  them  who  had  a  great  mind  to  turn  Turk. 
His  chief  fcandal  was,  that  he  had  often  fecn  their  elders  in  the  midlt  of  fervice  fall  toge- 
ther by  the  ears,  and  with  holy  candleflicks,  incenfe-pans,  and  other  confecrated  inftru- 
nients,  break  one  another's  pates.     They  fuller  no  woman  to  enter  the  fynagogue, 
but  appoint  them  a  gallery  witiiout.     I  imputed  it  to  jealouiy,  but  they  told  mo  it  was 
becaufe  women  have  not  fo  divine  a  foul  as  men,  and  are  of  a  lower  creation,  made  only 
for  the  propagation  and  pleafure  of  man.     This  doctrine  humbles  their  wives  below 
that  fierce  behaviour  whereto  competition  and  opinion  of  equality  might  embolden  them. 
When  they  turn  Turk,  which  is  often,  they  mull  firfl  acknowledge  Chrift  fo  tar  as  the 
Turk  doth,  that  is,  for  a  great  prophet,  and  no  more.     They  feldom  turn  Chriftians, 
becaufe  of  images  and  fwine's  flefli,  which  they  hate  worfe  than   the  name  ot  Chrift. 
They  pretend,  but  malicioufly,  that  thofe  few  we  fee  turn  in  Italy  are  not  ot  them,  but 
poor  Chriftians  hired  from  other  cities  to  perfonate  that  part.     There  is  fcarce  any  ieQ. 
fo  poor  fpirited,  but  will  fometimes  pretend  to  a  miracle,  i'o  did  they  ;  for  all  the  voyage 
they  boafted  of  an  apparition  inform  of  an  old  man,  to  this  Grand  Seignior,  whom  he 
admonithed  in  favour  of  the  Jews,  and  then  vanifhed  ;  but  at  Conilautinople,  where  the 
fcene  of  the  fable  lay,  I  could  hear  no  fuch  thing.     If  they  were  all  united,  I  believe 
there  would  fcarce  be  found  any  one  race  of  men  more  numerous  ;   yet  that  they  can 
never  cement  into  a  temporal  government  of  their  own,  I  reckon  two  caufes,  befide  the 
many  difadvantages  in  their  religion :  firft,  the  Jewifti  complexion   is  fo  prodigioufly 
timid  as  cannot  be  capable  of  arms  ;  for   this  reafon  they  are  no  where  made  foldiers 
nor  (laves,  and  in  acknowledging  the  valour  of  David's  worthies,  fo  different  from  the 
modern  Hebrews,  appears  how  much  a  long  thraldom  may  cow  pofterity  beneath  the 
fpirits  of  their  anceftors.     The  other  impediment  is  their  extreme  corrupt  love  to  pri- 
vate intereft,  which  is  notorious  in  the  continual  cheating  and  malice  among  themfelves, 
fo  as  there  would  want  that   juftice  and  refpect  to  common  benefit  without  which 
no  civil  fociety  can  ftand.     Thefe  are  the  chief  notes  which  I  gathered  in  converfing  with 
the  Jews.     Now  there  remains  a  word  or  two  of  the  Zinganaes :  they  are  like  fuch  as 
our  gypfies ;  I   yield  not   to  thofe  who  hold  them  a  peculiar  curfed   ftock  ;  floth  and 
naftinefs  fmgle  them  out  from  other  men,  fo  that  they  are  the  dregs  of  the  people, 
rather  than  of  feveral  defcents.     Wallowing  in  the  dirt  and  fun  makes  them  more 
fwarthy  than  others  ;  they  abound  in  all  cities  of  Turkey,  but  fteal  not  like  ours,  for 
fear  of  the  cruel  feverity.     They  tell  fortunes  as  cheatingly  as  ours,  and  enjoy  as  little  ; 
their  true  ufe  is  for  fordid  offices,  as  broom-men,  fmiths,  coblers,  tinkers,  and  the  like, 
whereby  the  natural  Turk  is  referved  for  more  noble  employments  ;  few  of  them  are 
circumcifed,  none  chriftened  ;  they  wear  their  rags  affededly,  but  wander  not.     Their 
habitations  are  hovels  and  poor  houfes  in  the  fuburbs,  contempt  fecures  them,  and  with 
that  I  leave  them.     By  this  difcourfe  it  appears  that  the  Turkiih  empire  is  in  effeft  di- 
vided into  two  parts,  the  Turks  and  other  fects.     Unto  thefe  are  applied  the  two  p  flions 
of  men,  love  and  fear ;  fo  that  the  government  is  to  keep  the  one  fort  fo  as  they  fhall 
not  defire  mifchief,  and  the  other  not  able  to  etfed  it :  to  the  Turks  it  is  a  fweet  mo- 
narchy, maintaini'ig  them  to  command  the  reft.     To  the  other  feds  it  is  heavy,  holding 
them  diftracted  with  faction  between  themfelves,  difarming,  rifling,  taking  their  goods 
and  children  from  them,  and  awmg  them  with  as  much  ijifolency  as  may  not  quite  make 
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them  run  away.  Neverthelefs,  the  Grand  Seignior  hath  not  the  inconveniency  of  ty- 
rants, which  is  to  fecure  themfelves  againfl:  their  people  by  ftrangers,  who  are  charge- 
able and  perfidious  ;  for  he  without  char.;e  is  held  up  by  phuuations  of  his  own  p^opiey 
who  in  defcent  and  interefl  are  linked  with  him  ;  neither  hath  he  the  uncertainty  of  a 
civil  prince,  who  much  fubfifls  on  fickle  popular  love,  for  he  reigns  by  force,  and  his 
Turks  are  a  number  able  to  make  it  good  ;  wherefore  he  feems  as  abfolute  as  a  tyrant, 
as  happy  as  a  king,  and  more  eltablillicd  tlian  either  ;  yet  hath  he  danger  from  both 
parts  ;  love  makes  men  apt  to  grow  infolent,  therefore  his  governing  multitudes  are  that 
way  dangerous. 

This  hath  fliewed  itfelf  in  the  tumults  of  the  Janizaries,  even  as  deep  as  the  royal 
blood  ;  his  danger  from  the  enthralled  fefts  is  not  fo  great ;  they  are  too  far  ftupified 
and  difunited  for  rebellion,  there  is  more  doubt  of  depopulation  :  yet  to  prevent  that, 
when  any  province  hath  been  overloaden,  lie  reftores  it  with  a  gentle  governor  and  flack 
exactions  ;  and  the  Timariots  themfelves,  that  their  farms  may  be  well  managed,  hold 
up  the  farmers  with  much  care.     There  arc  two  notable  figns  of  this  empire's  (trength  ; 
one  is,  that  moil:  neighbouring  ftates  pay  tribute,  or  frequent  prefenls,  which  is  but  ano- 
ther name  of  tribute:  the  other  is,  that  although  it  be  generally  obfcrved  that  two  or 
three  fuccefTions  of  weak  princes  are  enough  to  ruin  any  monarchy.     This  crown  hath 
now  had  five  weak  princes,  without  any  aftive  one  intervening,  yet  is  it  in  no  part  dcmo- 
iiflied.     This  prefent  emperor,  though  by  reafon  of  his  age,  and  fome  other  diAidvantages 
not  yet  put  into  action,  is  of  a  fpirit  like  to  equal  the  braveft  of  his  prcdecefibrs.     Now, 
as  all  bodies,  though  never  fo  itrong,  arc  fubject  to  blows  from  without,  and  difeafes 
within,  fo  is  this  empire  obnoxious  to  the  Perfian  abroad,  and  errors  of  government  at 
liome  :  one  hath  happened  of  late  years,  which  hath  bred  pernicious  diforders  ;  that  was 
the  mercy  of  Achmat  to  his  brother  Muflapha,  whom  he,  feeing  a  bookifh  man  and 
weak,  did  not  deftroy.     This  was  contrary  to  the  Ottoman  cullom,  and  left  a  fubjefl:  for 
ambition  and  difguit,  which  rather  than  be  without,  would  make  one  of  wax  if  it  were 
pofTible  ;  much  more  dangerous  was  it  to  leave  one  of  colourable  pretext,  where  there 
was  fo  infolent  a  faftion  as   the  Janizaries.     They  forthwith  ierved  their  turn  hereof, 
who  elfe  had  not  been  proviiled  of  a  king,  and  fo  forced   to  endure  Ofman,  lor  fear  of 
deflroying  that  line,  in  whofe  defeft  they  fall  under  the  petit  Tartars,  which  they  abhor. 
This  gave  them  occafion  to  tafle  the  royal  blood,  whofe  reverence  can  never  be  rcftored 
without  abolifliing  tiie  order  of  the  Janizaries,  which  hath  been  the  fword-hand  of  the 
empire.     If  this  difcourfe  might  fpeak  in  a  moral  way,  it  would  title  this  att  of  Achmat 
a  virtue,  a  high  one  ;  but  in  fuch  a  fierce  government,  many  virtues  noble  and  fafe  in  our 
ftates,  are  againft  the  foundation  of  theirs.     'Ihus,  have  I  fet  down  what  I  noted  in  the 
Turkifli  culioms  ;  all  inflruct,  either  as  errors  or  by  imitation  :  nor  is  the  mind  of  man 
a  perfeft  paradife,  unlefs   there  be  planted  in  it  the  tree  of  knowledge  both  of  good 
and  evil. 
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Chap.  I.  —  The  Occafton  of  the  Voyage,  and  of  what  faffed  at  Rome  with  the  Pope. 

A  S  I  taught  philofophy  at  Peruge,  the  capital  city  of  Umbrla,  tlie  F.  Claudius 
■^  Aquaviva,  our  general,  writ  unto  me,  that  according  to  the  refolution  his  holinefs 
had  had  to  fend  a  faithful  perfon  to  the  patriarch  of  the  Maronites,  living  in  Mount 
Libanus  in  Syria,  now  called  Sorie,  I  had  been  chofen  for  that  purpofe  ;  and  if  I  found 
no  repugnance  within  myfelf  to  undertake  that  voyage,  I  fliould  fet  forward  as  foon 
as  poflibly  I  could.  I  was  gone  then  from  Peruge  to  take  the  air,  and  give  fome  re- 
laxation to  my  fpirits,  being  refolved  to  go  vifit  our  Lady  of  Agnes,  and  fome  other  reli- 
gious places  adjacent  to  Peruge. 

At  my  return  I  was  prefented  with  our  general's  letter,  and  when  I  had  finifhed  the 
reading  of  it,  I  rendered  God  thanks  for  his  favours  towards  me  in  the  undertaking  of 
this  voyage,  and  for  the  opportunity  offered  me  to  go  render  my  devoirs  in  perfon  to 
the  glorious  fepulchre  of  his  Son,  and  to  other  facred  places  of  Paleftine,  fmce  they  were 
not  far  diftant  from  the  place  I  was  to  be  fent  unto. 

Whereupon  I  returned  anfwer.  That  notwithftanding  I  found  fome  difficulty  in  the 
undertaking  of  this  voyage,  principally  by  reafon  of  a  long  and  dangerous  navigation, 
as  being  not  well  accuftomed  to  the  fea,  yet  I  would  purfue,  with  all  diligence,  that 
which  was  defired  cf  me,  and  put  myfelf  upon  the  road  as  foon  as  pofTible,  in  order  to 
be  at  Rome  the  15th  of  May  for  to  wait  upon  his  holinefs,  and  receive  his  commands  ; 
which  I  punftually  executed.  For  after  having  taken  leave  of  my  friends  at  Peruge, 
I  took  horfe,  and,  by  way  of  Boligni,  rendered  myfelf  at  Rome  the  day  I  had  appointed, 
about  two  hours  before  fun-fet ;  infomuch,  that  I  had  nothing  to  hinder  my  fetting 
forwards  on  my  journey  but  to  fee  his  holinefs,  for  to  receive  of  him  the  neceflliry  inflruc- 
tions,  and  his  benediction. 

But  as  the  feafl  of  Pentecofl  approached,  and  that  his  holinefs  was  wholjy  taken  up 
with  thoughts  of  the  creation  of  fome  cardinals,  I  was  retarded  fome  days  at  Rome, 
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t*Il  a  bufinefs  fo  important  to  the  church  was  finiflied.  In  the  mean  time,  I  failed 
i:ot  to  confer  with  the  cardinal  Paleofe,  protedlor  of  the  Maronites,  and  with  our  father- 
j^eneral,  who  informed  me  of  the  intentions  of  his  holinefs. 

The  Maronites  had  now  for  a  long  time  part:,  been  ill  reprefented  to  the  pope  and 
cardinals  ;  they  were  alfo  accufed  of  divers  errors,  and  confiderable  herefies :  and 
ihofe  of  that  nation,  which  were  then  at  Rome,  ufed  all  their  efforts  for  to  juftify 
them.  Bi'.t,  as  fome  denied  that  which  others  affirmed,  the  verity  of  their  circumilance 
could  not  be  known  with  any  certainty ;  however,  they  have  been  at  the  expence  of 
founding  of  a  college  for  them  in  this  city,  where  they  are  inflruftcd  with  much  pains 
and  induftry.  They  have  alio  fent,  not  long  fince,  for  a  confulerable  number  of  young 
Maronites,  out  ol  their  country,  the  major  part  of  whom  were  not  yet  of  age  to  (ludy  ; 
which  has  been  very  expenfive,  not  reckoningthe  hazards  they  run,  in  refpecl  of  the 
'J'urks,  and  difpleafure  they  conceived  to  underltand,  that  fome  of  the  young  Maronites, 
lent  back  laft  year,  were  yet  without  employments,  although  they  had  run  through  all 
their  philofophy  and  theology,  and  that  the  inhabitants  flood  in  great  need  of  the 
like  an  ills,  for  the  efhibhfliing  of  religion  in  a  country  where  they  fpared  no  indullry 
to  effect  it. 

All  which  confidcrations  together,  moved  his  holinefs  to  fend  into  thofe  parts  a 
perfon,  who  at  his  return  would  make  him  a  faithful  report  of  the  belief  of  thofe  people; 
"who  fliould  treat  fairly  with  them,  and  put  their  alHiirs  into  that  poflure  he  judged 
convenient,  conformable  to  the  end  propofed  unto  him.  Who  fhould  regulate  alfo 
the  age  and  capacity  of  thofe  that  fhould  be  fent,  for  the  time  to  come,  to  the  college  at 
Rome;  who  Ihould  give  orders  for  thtir  coming  by  fafe  ways  ;  who  fliould  find  pro- 
fitable and  proportionable  employments  for  them  who  were  already  returned,  and  to 
others  that  fhould  return  for  the  future ;  and  for  that  purpofe  he  fhould  eftablilh,  if 
it  were  necefl'ary  here,  pariflies,  wherein  he  might  afTign  them  churches  to  which  they 
Ihould  apply  their  cares. 

The  facred  college  being  augmented  with  fix  cardinals,  by  the  laft  promotion,  I 
prefented  myfelf  on  the  nth  of  June  before  his  holinefs,  who  received  me  kindly: 
after  he  had  given  me  an  account  of  that  which  he  would  have  me  undertake,  I  pro- 
niifed  to  ferve  him  with  all  fidelity  in  every  thing  he  was  pleafed  to  order  me,  and 
prayed  him  to  tell  me  if  he  would  add  any  further  inflruftions.  Moreover,  as  great 
ditliculty  muff  be  rencountered  with  in  the  execution  of  what  he  had  communicated 
unto  me,  particularly  for  to  aflign  employments  unto  them  that  were  already  returned, 
and  that  tiiefe  difficulties  would  not  be  removed  but  by  his  holinefs,  I  fpoke  to  him 
hereof,  to  the  end  that,  thefe  being  furmounted,  the  way  might  remain  free  and  facile, 
for  to  render  the  reft  of  the  defign  fuccefsful.  I  demanded  of  him  likewife,  what 
power  he  was  pleafed  to  give  me  amongfl  the  Levantines,  as  well  to  difcharge  cafes  and 
cenfures,  which  his  holinefs  refcrved  for  himfelf,  as  to  dilpenfe  with  the  irregularities 
I  fhould  rencounter  with  ;  and  as  I  was  to  go  into  a  country  adjacent  to  that  of  the 
land  of  Palefline,  I  intrcated  with  a  profound  refpect,  that  his  hi^lincfs  would  grant 
me  leave  to  go  render  my  devoirs  to  the  fepulchre  of  my  Saviour.  He  gave  me  a 
favourable  audience,  and  when  I  had  done  fpeaking  he  made  me  anfwer :  "  As  for 
the  journey  you  defign  to  make  to  Jerufalem,  we  can  no  lefs  than  bear  you  envy,  and 
if  it  were  in  our  power,  we  would  undertake  it  with  all  our  heart !  go  then,  purfue 
it  with  the  grace  of  God,  and  pray  for  us."  After  I  had  rendered  him  thanks,  I  put 
him  in  mind  of  my  firft  rcqueft,  wherein  I  received  fatisfadion  ;  however,  he  ibimd 
jToine  difficulty  touching  a  kind  of  irregularity  to  be  difpenfed  with,  and  gave  me  orders 
to  treat  about  it  with  the  cardinal  St.  Sevcrine,  grand  penitentiary,  who  made  liim  after- 
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•wards  a  report  thereof,  that  he  might  determine  it  himfclf,  whereupon  I  had  alfo  granted 
me  a  very  large  power,and  without  refervations,as  to  the  matter  of  irregularities.  Finally, 
his  holinefs  had  the  goodnefs  to  grant  me  all  that  I  defired,  in  order  to  facilitate  this 
enterprizc  ;  whereupon  I  took  my  leave  ol  him. 

Chap.  II.  —  Journey  from  Rome  to  Venice,  and  from  thence  to  Candia. 

THE  pope's  brief,  whereof  I  had  oc.rafion,  being  difpatched,  I  departed  from  Rome 
on  the  I  i;th  of  June  for  Peruge,  whore  I  arrived  the  17th  about  noon;  the  father 
Fabio  Bruno,  who  was  to  accompany  me  in  this  vovage,  joined  me  next  day.  On  the 
rpth  we  took  the  way  for  Flore riCc,  and  from  thence,  journeying  along  the  mountains 
we  dilcovered  Bolonia  the  23d,  Ferrara  the  24th,  and  Venice  the  26th.  After  we 
had  travelled  almofl  four  hundred  miles,  I  faw  our  defign  in  a  manner  overthrown, 
for  that  having  imprudently  informed  a  friend  of  this  departure  from  Rome,  who  was 
to  go  to  the  Levant,  my  defign  was  not  only  divulged  at  Venice,  but  came  alfo  to  be 
known  by  fift)'-four  Jews  ;  as  much  as  to  fay,  fo  many  fpies,  fworn  enemies  to  Chrif- 
tians,  who  were  alfo  bound  for  Smyrna,  in  a  new  fliip  named  Mofta.  Befidcs,  our 
fathers  believing  that  it  was  dangerous  for  an  envoy  of  the  pope,  to  pafs  at  fuch  a 
junfture  of  time  into  thofe  places,  where  the  war  was  fo  violent  between  the  Turks  and 
Chriltians,  writ  to  our  general  about  that  matter ;  he  returned  them  anfwer,  that  he 
ferioufly  deliberated  upon  it,  and  that,  jf  there  was  any  danger  in  it,  we  ihould  advance 
no  further.  The  fruit  of  my  miffion  being  no  ways  augmented  fmce  our  arrival,  I 
eagerly  demanded  permiffion  to  continue  my  voyage,  and  to  change  my  fliip,  to  the 
end  1  might  perform  the  thing  more  exactly,  and  with  as  much  fecrecy  as  I  could : 
all  which  I  had  granted  unto  me,  and  received  information,  with  all  diligence  of  what 
was  neceffary  for  that  voyage.  I  changed  my  habit  of  Jefuit  into  that  of  a  Pilgrim, 
and  made  no  fcruple  to  take  the  name  of  Rene  Bucy,  a  Frenchman,  upon  me,  my 
companion  changing  his  for  that  of  Fabio  Daverto,  a  Venetian.  I  took  along  with  me 
a  young  Maronite,  named  Jofeph  Eliam,  for  my  domeftic  and  interpreter ;  never- 
thelefs,  as  our  fhip  protrafted  her  departure,  we  refolved  to  go  for  Padua,  to  pay  a 
vifit  to  fome  of  our  good  friends  there,  and  to  divert  ourfelves  with  their  company  for 
two  or  three  days. 

At  our  return  from  Padua,  we  pafled  to  the  port  of  Malomocco,  which  is  eighteen 
miles  diflant  from  Venice;  it  was  there  we  embarked  merrily  on  the  14th  of  July,  in 
a  fhip  called  the  Torniell,  or  Auguftina.  It  was  a  veflel  of  900  tuns,  well  manned, 
and  had  a  brave  commander :  it  feemed  probable  we  had  no  occafion  to  fear  any 
damage  from  the  fea  or  corfairs.  Neverthelefs,  we  could  not  fail  before  the  17th, 
for  that  the  weather  was  not  aufpicious  unto  us.  The  feamen  carried  us  that  fame 
day  out  of  port,  by  the  means  of  fliallops,  wherein  they  rowed  us ;  but  as  there  is 
nothing  fo  unconltant  as  the  wind,  it  failed  us  forthwith  ;  and  as  we  were  folicitous  to 
repofe  ourfelves,  after  all  the  fatigue  we  had  in  a  feafon  fo  hot,  there  happened  fo 
great  a  calm  that  we  could  not  poilibly  advance  any  more  than  one  hundred  miles  in 
four  days  time.  We  had  afterwards  a  back  wind,  which  helped  us  in  a  fhort  fpace  to 
finifh  our  voyage :  we  difcoyercd  many  iilands  and  rocks  on  caber  fide,  which  we  left 
behind  in  a  moment ;  and  which  rendered  our  paiHige  very  delightful. 

We  difcovered  Iflria  forthwith  upon  the  left,  which  is  under  tlie  dominion  of  the 
ftates  of  Venice,  and  on  the  right  the  high  mountain  of  Arcona,  which  is  on  that  fide 
the  boundary  of  the  ecclefiaftical  eftate.  A  little  further  we  perceived  on  the  left  two 
inhabited  rocks,  the  one  called  Porno,  and  the  other  St.  Madre  ;  the  firlt  is  fubjeil  to 
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none,  the  other  Is  under  the  Venetians.  There  is  alfo  on  the  fame  hand  Buzo  and 
Elifa,  which  are  inhabited  by  Chriftians,  and  belong  to  the  fame  Venetians.  We  dif- 
covered  afterwards  on  the  fame  fide  Gaza,  Arilta,  ^leleda,  which  belonged  to  the  re- 
public of  Ragufa  ;  Cafaro  and  Budua,  fubject  ro  the  Venetians.  And  we  faw  alfo,  at 
a  great  diltance,  the  famous  city  of  Ragufa  ;  further  are  Cluticari,Deleigno,  Durazzo, 
Safamo,  Vallona  and  Cimarra,  governed  and  inhabited  by  the  Turks.  A  little  further 
is  alfo  a  rock  called  Faiio,  uninhabited,  belonging  to  the  figniory  of  Venice ;  as  well 
as  Corfu,  Cefalonia,  Zant,  Strivalli :  all  thefe  places  are  inhabited  by  Chriflian 
Greeks.  A  little  further  we  defcovered  Navarino,  Sapienza,  Cavogallo,  and  Caniata- 
pano,  which  are  fubjett  to  the  Turks  :  and  further  again,  upon  the  left  is  Cerigo,  and 
on  the  right  Cerigofo,  depending  upon  the  Venetians.  Finally,  as  we  continued  to 
look  on  that  fide,  we  difcovered  the  ifland  of  Candia,  which  we  had  longed  to  fee,  and 
w  here  we  arrived  fafe  a  little  while  after. 

Chap.  III.  — Of  the  JJlc  and  City  of  Candia. 

IN  all  the  courfe  of  our  fiiiling,  v^'e  cad  anchor  no  where  but  here,  and  that  we 
were  obliged  to  do,  becaufe  our  (hip  carried  fixty  Venetian  foldiers,  which  were  to  be 
put  there  on  fliore  ;  leaving  therefore  the  cape  St.  John,  or  cape  Lion,  to  the  fouth, 
and  following  the  cape  Spada,  which  is  to  the  north,  fometime  called  Cimario, 
we  anchored  at  Frafhia  on  the  1 3th  of  the  fame  month,  half  an  hour  after  fun-fet, 
being  eight  miles  diflant  from  the  city  of  Candia,  and  as  we  were  obliged  to 
fojourn  there  for  fome  time,  we  went  alhore  next  day  in  a  galley  that  came  to  fetch 
the  foldiers. 

This  ifle,  called  by  the  ancients  Greet,  is  much  famed  for  its  bignefs,  for  it  is  560 
miles  in  circumference,  250  long,  and  60  miles  over  where  it  is  broadell ;  it  is  much 
celebrated  by  the  ancients,  who  believed,  as  did  their  poets,  that  it  was  the  country  of 
the  Gods,  and  that  Jupiter  was  nurfed  up  there  on  Mount  Ida,  not  to  mention  its 
famous  labyrinth,  which  they  hold  to  have  been  near  to  the  antient  city  of  Cortina, 
and  of  the  excellent  laws  of  Rhadamanthus  and  Minos,  who  governed  the  people  after 
Jupiter,  and  founded  the  repubHc  of  Creet. 

This  illand  had  once  an  hundred  cities,  although  Homer  in  his  Odyffey  allows  it 
but  90  ;  there  remain  not  at  this  day  but  four,  which  are  Canea,  Retimo,  Candia  to 
the  weft,  and  Sittia  to  the  eaft  :  Candia  and  Canea  are  the  beft  ;  befides  that,  there  are 
in  it  two  ports,  called  Spina  Longa,  and  Sude,  not  to  fpeak  of  other  places  fit  for 
anchorage. 

The  city  of  Candia  ftands  in  the  middle  of  the  ifland,  a  dozen  miles  diftant  from 
the  grot  of  Minos,  and  very  near  to  Mount  Ida  ;  it  is,  indeed,  a  very  great  and  fpacious 
city,  but  much  ruined  by  earthquakes.  The  houfes  are  almoft  all  built  with  gravel, 
yet  the  buildings  are  not  unhandfome ;  they  have  no  tiles,  but  there,  and  in  all  the 
Levant,  except  at  Antioch,  have  tcrraffes  of  lime,  or  of  fome  other  matter  well  made, 
with  fpouts  on  the  fides  for  to  let  the  water  run  out.  Probably  they  ufe  fuch  fort  of 
buildings,  becaufe  they  are  not  fo  curious  and  induftrious  as  we :  however,  I  believe 
they  cover  their  houfes  in  that  manner  out  of  frugality,  to  the  end  they  may  as  well 
fprcad  cloth  and  linen  there  for  to  be  whitened,  as  to  flecp  in  fummer  nights,  thereon, 
for  the  coolnefs  of  the  air,  when  the  exceflive  heat  hinders  them  to  remain  in  their 
houfes.  When  they  would  repofe  themfelves  upon  the  terrace,  they  fpread  thereon  a 
mat,  and  fometimes  over  that  a  carpet,  and  flecp  in  that  manner  expofed  to  the  air, 
which  is  very  fweet  in  Uiofe  parts,  and  no  ways  injurious  to  health.     The  ufe  alfo  of 
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their  terraces,  might  proceed,  in  that  they  have  feldom  any  rain,  for  there  falls  not 
oftentimes  a  drop  of  water  for  fix  months  together ;  and  I  underflood  that  they  liad 
ro  rain  finco  the  2d  day  of  February,  neither  did  they  expeft  any  till  November, 
The  Itreets  of  that  city  are  ftraight,  but  very  nalty  :  the  republic  of  Venice  kept  a  gar- 
rifon  of  two  thoufand  foldiers  about  it,  part  of  which  were  polled  in  a  citadel  upon 
the  fea  fide,  and  the  reft;  diipofed  in  other  places.  There  is  alfo  feme  garrifoii  in 
Canea.  The  reft  of  the  inhabitants  are  almoft  all  Greeks,  amoni^^ft  whom  there  re- 
main yet  fome  noble  Venetians,  for  that  Boniface,  marquis  of  Montferrat,  having  fold 
them  that  ifland  in  the  year  1 194,  they  tranfported  thither  fome  families  of  thenol  '!  ty, 
and  citizens,  to  inhabit  the  place.  It  was  afterwards  retaken  in  1349:  after  a  revolt, 
and  fmce  that  time  they  have  enjoyed  it  peaceably.  The  country  is  very  mountainous, 
and  ahnoft  barren  ;  one  can  f^e  there  alfo  hut  few  trees  and  herbs,  but  yet  it  follows 
not  but  that  it  hath  plains  of  many  iniles  extent,  fertile  in  grain,  trees  ohves,  oranges, 
lemons,  and  all  other  forts  of  commodities :  moreover,  there  grow  berries  for  to 
dye  cloth  withal,  much  wax  there  is,  and  honey,  cheefe,  and  medicinal  herbs  ;  fo 
that  it  is  very  good  living  tiicre.  There  is  alfo  a  great  quantity  of  excellent  wines, 
whereof  the  moft  eftimable  is  Mulcadine,  infomuch  that  thofe  that  know  it  not, 
take  it  for  Malmfey  ;  but  they  are  miftake:i,  for  it  comes  from  a  little  iiland  that  bears 
the  name  of  it.  The  goodnefs  of  the  wines  of  Candia  renders  the  natives  great  drunkards  ; 
and  it  happens  fomctimes,  that  two  or  three  great  drinkers  will  fet  themfelves  at 
the  head  of  a  tun  of  wine,  from  whence  they  will  not  ftir  till  they  have  emptied  it. 
There  is  no  venomous  animal  to  be  found  in  that  country,  fo  that  they  are  not  afraid 
of  fcorpions,  ferpents,  or  toads  ;  neither  can  you  fee  there  a  wolf,  tiger,  nor  any  other 
the  like  bcaft,  fo  that  they  live  there  in  great  repofe  both  night  and  day.  Perions  of 
approved  faith  have  told  me  a  remarkable  thing  there,  which  hath  alfo  been  written  of 
by  good  authors ;  to  wit,  that  there  is  growing  upwi  m.ount  Ida,  which  hath  been 
fhewed  me  at  a  dillance,  an  herb  whofe  virtue  was  to  cild  the  teeth  of  thofe  animals 
that  eat  of  it :  one  may  believe,  and  with  good  reafon,  that  this  proceeds  from  the 
golden  mines  which  are  in  that  ground.  There  grows  alfo  a  certain  herb  called  Alincos, 
which,  being  bitter,  preventeth  one's  being  hungry  for  a  whole  day  ;  but  that  which  is 
wonderfully  furprizing,  and  beyond  the  force  of  nature,  are  certain  pieces  of  money, 
which  they  call  St.  Helen's,  that  are  found  up  and  down  the  fields,  where  there  is  alio 
braf?,  and  otier  filver.  They  pretend  that  that  faint,  happening  to  be  in  this  country 
without  money,  made  fome  of  brafs,  which  in  paffing  of  them  changed  into  filver  :  this 
money,  they  fay,  hath  the  virtue  to  this  day,  to  cure  the  falling  ficknefs  in  them  that 
hold  it  to  their  hand,  or  apply  it  to  their  flefli. 

The  cuftom  of  the  women  of  this  ifland  is  not  to  go  out  of  their  houfes  in  the  day- 
time ;  no,  not  to  hear  mafs  or  a  fermon  ;  neverthelefs  they  run  in  great  troops  along 
the  ftreets  all  night,  and  for  the  moll  part,  with  men,  enter  into  the  churches  which 
they  leave  open  on  purpofe  for  them.  This  cuftom  is  blame-worthy,  not  only  becaufe 
thefe  women  perform  not  their  duties  towards  God,  hut  alfo,  becaufe  it  is  againft: 
modefty  and  good  manners  ;  for  it  would  be  a  far  more  laudable  thing  for  them  to  go 
civilly  by  day  to  church,  than  tumultuoufly  in  the  night  I'rMfon. 

I  fliould  have  work  to  do  to  reckon  up  all  the  impurities  of  the  prelates,  priefts, 
and  other  ecclefiaftics  of  this  nation  ;  their  feparatiou  from  the  Latin  clurch,  their 
maledictions  and  excommunications  they  fulminate  upon  the  moft  fanftified  days 
againft  it,  when  we  pray  for  their  welfare.  I  fhall  alfo  fay  nothing  of  their  right,  pride, 
obftinacy,  defedion  of  faith  ;  of  the  difficulty  to  treat  with  them,  of  their  enchant- 
ments, fuperflitionsj  horrible  and  continual  blafphemies,  which  cannot  be  heard  with- 
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out  horror.  Finally,  St.  Paul  had  reafon  to  fay,  according  to  one  of  their  own  poets, 
*  Thofe  of  Greet  are  always  liars;  they  are  wicked  bealts,  gluttons,  and  lazy.*  The 
eight  days  I  ftaid  in  this  town  w<iuld  have  been  very  wearifome  unto  me,  becaufc  of 
the  exceilive  and  conthuial  heats,  if  we  had  not  received  fome  relaxation  from  the 
charity  and  agreeable  converfation  of  the  fathers,  Benedelto  Benedetto,  and  Francifco 
Parofchctti,  of  our  fociety,  who  refided  there  at  that  time. 

Chap.  IV.  —  Pajfuge  to  Cyprus  mid  Nico/la,  with  an  Account  of  the  City  ofNicofia,  and 

its  Churches. 

WE  parted  from  Candia,  the  8th  of  Augufl,  two  hours  before  day,  in  a  little  frigate, 
to  go  on  boad  our  fliip,  into  wiiich  we  entered  at  fun-rifrng ;  fome  time  after  we 
weighed  anchor  and  failed.  The  wind  was  favourable  unto  us  in  paffmg  by  the  ifle, 
which  we  left  to  the  right;  then  we  entered  into  the  gulf  of  Settalia,  a  dangerous 
place  for  failing,  and  fo  continuing  our  courfe  through  that  gulf,  we  dilcovered  on  the 
left  Cailb  and  Scarpanto,  which  are  inhabited  by  Greeks  and  Turks,  and  depending 
upon  the  lail.  We  left  alfo  on  the  fame  hand  Rhodes,  and  all  Caramania,  without  yet 
being  able  to  fee  them,  for  we  were  too  far  wide  ;  that  was  alfo  the  reafon,  that,  after  we 
had  run  for  three  days  and  three  nights,  without  the  fight  of  land,  we  arrived  on  the 
1 2th  of  Augu'l  at  Cyprus.  We  anchored  in  tlie  evenhig  at  Lemifo,  where  the  inha- 
bitants, particularly  the  Turks,  made  a  vifit  to  our  flilp ;  we  were  there  three  days  on 
board,  for  that  there  was  noti.ing  in  that  place  worth  the  feeing,  and  no  church  to 
do  our  devotion  in. 

We  parted  about  twelve  on  the  i6th  for  Salina,  whither  a  good  wind  brought  us 
in  a  fliort  time,  and  we  arrived  there  two  hours  before  fun-fetting ;  from  thence  to 
Candia  is  about  600  miles.  Next  day  very  early,  we  wont  afhore,  and  on  directly  to 
Aruique,  which  is  not  pail  a  mile  diftant  ;  it  is  a  monailery  of  religious  Francifcans, 
who  live  there  in  a  fmall  number  for  the  conveniency  of  fome  Italian  merchants.  Our 
fliip  continued  its  courfe  for  Alcxandretta,  which  obliged  us  to  fee  for  another  vefTel 
to  pafs  for  Tripoli  in  Syria,  and  as  we  could  not  obtain  that  prefently,  we  fojourned 
fome  days  in  that  ifle.  That  I  might  lofe  no  time  I  left  my  companion,  who  had  been 
conflantly  indifpofed  fince  we  came  from  Candia,  in  the  hands  of  thefe  good  reHgious  ; 
and  the  Maronite  that  we  brought  along  with  us,  and  I,  accompanied  an  honed  Vene- 
tian merchant,  wh  i  Uved  in  thofe  pans,  and  were  going  to  Nicofia,  anciently  called 
Lcttra,  fince  Lencolto,  and  which  was  fometime  the  archbifhopric  and  n-ctropolis  of 
this  kingdom  ;  it  is  twenty-four  miles  diftant  from  Arnique.  I  undertook  this  journey 
to  inform  myfelf,  as  well  as  polTibly  I  could,  of  the  fpiritual  concerns  of  the  Maronitcs, 
which  are  therein  great  numbers. 

There  ai-e  none  but  1  arks  that  have  liberty  to  enter  thereinto  on  horfeback,  and 
to  all  other  (trong  places  :  as  for  the  Ghriltians,  and  others,  they  are  obliged  to 
alight  at  the  gate,  and,  when  they  are  within,  they  have  power  to  re-mount 
liieir  horfes,  and  ride  to  their  lodjrin  ^s.  The  Turks  have  made  this  order  out  of 
mere  vanity :  I  entered  then  into  the  town,  ajid  that  Venetian  merchant  did  me  the 
favour  to  condud  me  with  him  into  his  lodging ;  having  rcfreflied  myfelf  a  little  after 
tlie  fatigues  of  the  road,  1  went  to  fee  that  winch  was  worth  viewing,  :md  particularly  the 
cl:urchcs. 

Nlcoiia  is  a  large  and  very  fair  city,  built  after  the  eaftcrn  fafliion  ;  but  it  is  ruip.ed 
ir  d  vers  places,  becaufe  of  the  late  wars,  for  the  Turks  have  taken  it  by  force  of  arms 
fiom  the  Veuetians,  tOKCther  with  the  reft  of  the  ifle.     Some  years  ago  it  was  fo,  that 
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God,  by  his  juftice,  was  willing  to  punifh  the  fins  and  fchifni  of  the  Greeks  in  thofe 
places.  They  adored  there  formerly,  with  much  veneration,  the  Holy  Trinity  ;  but 
now,  to  the  o^reat  regret  of  all  good  Chriftians,  you  can  hear  only  the  impious  invoca- 
tion of  the  falfe  prophet  Mahomet.  'I'hey  had  fome  time  there  churches  and  altars 
raifed  to  the  honour  of  good  faints,  but  inllead  of  them  there  is  nothing  now  but  mofques, 
aniongfl  which  (lands  (till  that  grand  and  magnificent  temple  of  St.  Sophia.  There  is 
no  found  of  bells  to  be  heard  in  all  the  Levant,  to  give  notice  of  divine  worfliip,  ac- 
cording to  ancient  cuiloni,  and  of  the  hours  of  the  day,  for  the  fteeples  are  either  ruined, 
or  without  bells  ;  the  Turks  have  taken  them  for  warlike  ufes,  and  made  pieces  of 
artillery  of  them.  Inflead  then  of  the  confufed  and  inanimate  found  of  bells,  they  ai'e 
ferved  with  the  diftind  and  animate  voices  of  men,  who  at  certain  appointed  hours, 
mount  up  to  the  tops  of  the  Iteeples,  to  give  the  inhabitants  notice.  This  manner  of 
obferving  their  hours,  is  in  ufe  in  all  the  Levant. 

There  are  at  Nicofia  four   forts  of  churches,  which  I  have  feen  all  in  particular. 
The  Turkilh  mofques  are  the  mofl  confiderable,  as  well  for  number,  as  for  the  beauty 
■and  grandeur  of  their  buildings  ;  although  Chriftians  are  not  fuftered   to  enter  into 
them,  yet  1  failed  not  to  fee,  through  the  iron  grates,  that  that  which  hath  been  made 
of  the  temple  of  St.  Sophia,  was  the  principal  and  moft  magnificent  of  them  all :  it  is  a 
large  and  fpacious  fabric,  which  has  many  pillars  in  it,  as  may  be  feen  in  moit  of  our 
churches  ;  it  had  no  altars,  images,  nor  paintings,  the  walls  were  only  whitened.     There 
is  at  the  door  of  this  temple  a  delicate  fountain,  which  was  not  there  m  the  time  of 
the  Chriftians  ;  the  Turks  wafli  therein  the  crovms  of  their  heads,  hands,  and  feet,  before 
thcv  enter  into  the  mofque,  at  the  ordinary  hours,  and  particularly  in  the  afternoon, 
at  which  time  thefe  villains  invoke  their  falfe  prophet,and  cry  without  meafure,  "  Halla, 
Halla,  Chibir,  Mehemme  Sur  Halla  ;"  that  is  to  fay,  "  God  is  a  great  God,  Mahomet 
is  the  companion  of  God  ;"  with  many  other  fooleries  and  blafphemies.     Thofe  who 
afTift  not  with  the  reft  at  thefe  public  prayers,  pray  in  particular  in  their  houfes,  if  they 
be  of  quality,  or  in  other  places  where  they  are.     They  roll  themfelves  at  noon-tide 
upon  a  mat  or  carpet.     There  are  alio  other  hours  wherein  they  are  called  to  prayers, 
i.  e.  at  three  o'clock,  an  hour  before  fun-fet,  an  hour  before  day  at  fun-rifmg,  and, 
in  fhort,  feven  times  a  day.     Obferve  their  manner  of  praying,  as  I  myfelf  have  often 
times  feen  them  in  their  private  houfes  :  as  foon  as  ever  they  come  upon  their  mat 
or  carpet,  they  turn  themfelves  round,  then  incline  their  bodies,  touchmg  with   their 
thumbs  that  part  of  the  head  which  is  behind  the  ears,  and  they  rife  themfelves  fome- 
times  all  of  a  fudden,  touching  the  earth  with  their  hands ;  they  fall  fometimcs  upon 
their  knees,   or  rather  ftand  upon  their  heels,  and  beat   the  ground  lightly  with  their 
forehead,  and  having  got  up  again  upon  their  feet,   they  hold  their   hands  modeftly 
upon  their  breaft,  repeating  their  prayers  with  caft  down  looks,  and  fpeak  between  their 
teeth.   They  recite  them  all  along,  inclining  their  bodies  interchangeably  towards  the 
earth,  and  touching  with  their  forehead ;  then  they  rife  up,  and  falling  down  anew,  they 
continue  to  reft  for  fome  time  upon  their  heels  with  their  legs  acrofs. 

The  Greeks  have  another  fort  of  church,  of  which  I  (hall  obferve  only,  that,  if  a 
Latin  prieft  fhould  celebrate  mafs  therein,  they  could  not  believe  that  all  the  water  in 
the  ocean  was  fufficient  to  cleanfe  it,  fo  much  they  wafh  the  altar,  and  all  the  church 
alfo,  from  a  belief  they  have  that  Latin  fervice  renders  it  impure  and  profane.  Their 
ufage  in  the  confecration  of  the  bread,  and  their  other  rights,  are  very  well  known  ; 
they  are  generally  as  great  enemies  to  the  Latins  as  the  Turks.  The  honeft  merchant, 
with  whom  I  lodged,  told  me  that  they  refufed  abfolution  to  one  of  his  domeftics,  a 
Creek  by  lution,  becaufe  he  ferved  a  Frank,  for  fo  they  call  all  thofe  that  follow  the 
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Latin  rites.  It  will  not  be  befides  my  purpofe  to  render  here  an  account  of  another 
of  their  fiiperllitions,  the  matter  happening  to  the  fame  man,  who  being  confefTed  for 
an  ordinary  and  common  fin,  was  by  his  confeifor  refufcd  abfohition,  telling  him  he 
could  not  do  it  without  the  confent  of  feven  other  priefts  ;  this  bufinefs  being  cff'efted 
witli  a  little  money,  ti.ey  flretched  the  penitent  upon  the  ground  as  if  he  had  been 
dead,  and  at  length  granted  him  abfolution  in  reciting  of  certain  prayers  over  him,  they 
made  ufe  of  to  that  purpofe.  They  are  wont  to  denaand  money  for  abfolution,  and 
will  refufe  it  when  they  cannot  obtain  the  fum,  for  they  pretend  they  have  five  or  fix 
crowns  due  to  them  for  abfolving  common  and  ordinary  lins.  The  penance,  they  en- 
join for  very  great  fins,  is  to  forbid  them  to  communicate  for  four  or  five  years  ; 
perhaps  they  may  do  this  out  of  a  contempt  and  averfion  they  may  have  for  the 
Latin  church,  which  orders  it  once  a  year  ;  the  which  is  fo  much  the  more  eafily 
credited,  feeing  they  make  certain  plays,  wherein  is  introduced  a  Latin  perfonage,  to 
whom  are  offered  an  hundred  injuries,  as  dafhing  him  on  the  face,  and  feveral  other 
the  like  outrages. 

The  Latins  have  there  but  a  fmall  church,  or  rather  chapel,  which  is  well  maintained, 
and  has  a  prieft  of  age  and  wealth  for  a  pallor,  but  very  ignorant.  The  Italian  mer- 
chants who  live  there  fupply  them  with  food  and  raiment,  and  furnifh  them  alio  with 
facred  ornaments.  Finally,  the  Maronites  have  their  church  there  alfo,  which  is  in 
fo  poor  a  condition,  that  I  really  pitied  them.  In  order  to  know  what  was  their  right, 
as  that  of  other  places  of  the  ille,  where  they  were  difperfed,  I  addrefled  myfelf  indif- 
ferently to  the  Italians,  Greeks,  and  Maronites ;  I  learned  they  had  all  one  and  the 
fame  right  common  to  all  their  nation,  that  they  all  lived  under  the  fame  patriarch. 
Moreover  that  the  places  where  they  lived  conliited  in  nineteen  villages,  which  are 
Metofic,  Fludi,  Santa  Marina,  Ofomates,  Ganfili,  Carpafia,  Cormachiti,  Primifia,  Ca- 
fapifari,  Vcno,  Cibo,  Jeri  near  Citria,  Crenfada,  Attala,  Clepirio,  Pifcopia,  Galbria, 
Cefalanrifco,  and  Sotta  Crufcida  ;  that  in  every  one  of  thefe  places  they  have  at  leaft 
one  parifli,  and  in  fome  two  or  three,  with  one  prieft,  or  more.  And  I  was  afliired 
that  they  l:ad  eight  churches  at  M.toiic,  and  that  the  prielts  were  very  afliduous  in 
their  duty,  being  not  much  occupied  with  their  own  particulars  concerns.  This  nation 
hath  alio  ordinarily  a  bifliop  in  that  place,  but  he  was  then  dead,  and  they  had  not  yet 
elected  another. 

There  is  in  the  kingdom  a  Greek  bifliop,  who  is  the  general  receiver  of  tlie  tributes 
which  the  others  are  obliged  to  pay  to  the  'I'urks  ;  they  dr;un  each  every  year  of 
feventy  afpers.  The  janiitaries  will  not  fpare  to  bellow  the  baltinado  on  thofe  that  do 
not  pay  ;  and  the  bilhop  is  no  more  exempt  than  the  reft,  purfuajit  to  the  information 
of  the  receiver.  He  requires,  befides,  fifteen  or  twenty  ducats  ot  every  prieft  that  is 
put  into  orders.  See  the  milcrabic  eltate  the  C'.hriftians  are  reduced  to  who  are  fubjeft 
to  the  Turks,  although  there  be  lefs  Turks  there  than  Chriftiiuis  ;  for  of  thirty  thou- 
fand  inhabitants  that  are  in  Nicolia,  and  upwards,  fcarce  are  there  four  or  five  thoufand 
of  them  that  are  Turks,  and  tleri  are  n-t  above  twelve  or  thirteen  thouland  in  all  the 
ifland,  the  greatelt  part  of  whom  are  renegadoes,  who  turn  Mahometans,  to  render 
their  lives  more  eid'y  and  fupporiable  ;  io  -hat  it  feems  an  ealy  matter  to  recover  this 
ille  from  under  the  tyraimy  of  il:(  Turkr.  and  re-ellablilh  it  in  the  Chriili:ui  taith,  for 
the  renegadoes  could  no  fooner  fee  the  Chrillian  foldiers,  but  they  would  throw  off 
their  turbans,  and  put  on  hatsinftead,  and  turn  their  arms  agaijift  tiie  Turks.  But  we 
will  leave  this,  and  return  to  uur  lubjed. 

The  ChrilUiuis,  whether  Greeks  or  Franks,  do  not  wear  a  turban,  nor  fliave  their 
heads,  but  they  cut  theii'  hair  genteelly,  iis  we  do,  and  wear  upon  their  heads  an  hat, 

or 


aSa  A   VOYAOR   TO    MOTTKT    I,1BANU«, 

or  black  bonnet.  They  cloath  themfelves,  neverthelefs,  according  to  the  manner  of 
the  Levantines,  with  a  veft  without  a  colhir,  which  reaches  down  to  the  knees,  with 
large  flccves  reaching  to  the  elbows.  They  gird  themfelves  with  a  linen  cloth,  or 
fome  other  the  like  girdle,  which  comes  three  or  four  turns  about.  Under  this  veil 
they  have  another  garment  over  a  firft,  reaching  from  their  necks  down  to  their  legs  ; 
and  above  all,  another  veil  without  a  girdle,  and  cut  almofl  after  the  fame  fafhion  as 
the  firll  :  rhey  wear  them  ordinarily  of  a  black  or  violet  colour,  or  elfe  of  fome  other 
colour  which  plecfeth  them  bed.  We  will  fpeak  hereafter  more  particularly  of  the  Turks 
and  Maronites,  and  of  their  cultoms;  but  now  it  remains  we  ihould  defcribc  the  nature 
of  their  country. 

Chap.  V.  —  Of  the  IJlc  of  Cyprus. 

THIS  iflc  is,  at  leafl,  four  hundred  and  eighty  miles  about,  eighty  miles  broad,  and 
two  hundred  in  length,  and  hath  two  capes  ;  that  on  the  weft  comprehends  the  cape 
oi  St.  Epiphany,  which  the  ancients  called  Acamante,  and  the  cape  of  Srapano,  or  la 
Pointemeconta,  or  the  cape  Zephiro  ;  the  other  is  called  St.  Andrew,  from  whence  you 
■pafs  into  the  eaft  ;  it  has  no  other  port  on  the  eaft  fide  but  Famaguila  ;  it  is  a  famous 
tov^n,  which  hath  been  built  by  Ptolemy  Philadelphus.  The  great  fliipsare  fafe,  never- 
thelefs, on  the  coalt  of  Raffo,  Simifo,  Salines,  Crafoco,  and  Cerines.  There  are  in 
divers  places  more  capes,  which  are  fomewhat  advanced  into  the  fea,  the  moft  con- 
fiderable  of  which  is  the  cape  of  Cats,  fo  called  from  a  great  number  of  cats  which 
they  breed  there  in  the  monaftcry  of  St.  Nicholas,  where  live  the  religious  order  of 
St.  Bafil ;  they  have  put  in  thefe  cats,  to  deftroy  a  great  number  of  ierpents  which 
bred  there,  and  there  is  a  confiderable  revenue  left  for  that  purpofc. 

This  ifland  had  once  very  many  fair  cities,  but  has  none  now  except  Nicofia  and 
Famagufla,  which  retain  fomewhat  of  their  ancient  grandeur  ;  all  the  relt  are  villages  ; 
there  is  none  of  them  inhabited  by  the  ancient  nobility,  for  they  are  either  entirely 
extind,  or  are  retired  elfewhere,  fmce  the  Turks  have  made  themfelves  mailers  of  it ; 
the  famous  mountain  of  Olympus  is  almoft  in  the  midft,  very  near  Nicofia ;  it  is  very 
high,  and  fifty-four  miles  in  circumference,  and  at  every  four  miles  end  there  is  a  mo- 
naftery  of  thofe  monks,  of  whom  we  fhall  fpeak  hereafter,  with  delicate  fprings,  and 
fruit  in  abundance.  The  air  there  is  very  agreeable,  and  is  never  fo  cold,  in  the  ex- 
tremity of  winter,  that  one  has  need  of  warming,  but  the  heat  is  fo  incommodious, 
both  night  and  day,  that  it  is  impoflible  to  travel  in  the  day-time. 

There  are  every  where  in  this  ifle  fine  fields  filled  with  fruits,  as  well  on  the 
mountains  as  on  the  phiins,  which  renders  the  country  fertile  and  plentiful ;  where- 
fore it  has  been  called  Macaria,  from  a  Greek  word  which  fignifies  Happy.  The  an- 
cients had  reafon  to  fay  it  was  the  country  of  Venus,  and  to  give  Venus  the  name  of 
Cypriana,  and  to  the  ifle  that  of  Cytherea ;  for  it  is  not  only  laid  that  fhe  was  born  at 
Aphrodifium,  and  brought  up  at  Cytherea,  but  that  fhe  reigned  at  Idalium,  called  at 
this  day  Dalli,  twelve  miles  from  Nicofia,  fouthwards.  Hence  it  comes,  that  they  fa- 
crificed  naked  men  and  women  to  Venus  at  Paflb,  which  was  fomedme  built  by  Aga- 
penor,  general  to  the  army  of  Agamemnon,  king  of  Mycenae.  This  abufe  ceafed,  when 
the  temple  was  demolifhed,  at  the  requeft  of  the  apoftle  St.  Barnabas.  There  are  near 
unto  the  cape  of  St.  Epiphany  two  famous  fountains,  one  of  which  is  called  the  Amorous 
Fountain,  becaufe  thofe  who  drink  of  its  water  grow  paflionately  in  love  j  and  the  other 
^uite  contrary,  becaufe  it  extinguilhes  this  paffion  in  a  moment. 

This 
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This  ifle  abounds  in  wheat  as  well  as  wine,  and  other  excellent  viands,  and  fupplieth 
other  countries ;  the  fun  and  foil  render  the  wines  very  ftrong  and  agreeable,  but  after 
they  are  put  into  pitched  veflels,  they  receive  fuch  a  gufl  as  is  not  pleafing  to  thofe  that 
arc  not  accuftomed  thereto,  ncverthelefs  all  agree  they  are  good  for  the  (tomach.  You 
will  find  there  all  manner  of  pulfe  in  abundance  ;  barley,  dates,  mulberries,  oranges, 
lemons,  citrons,  and  all  other  fruits,  except  cherries,  chefnuts,  and  forb-apples.  There 
is  no  w;;nt  of  fugar,  {;ifFron,  coriander,  fcfamum,  lintel-feed,  honey,  and  fometimes 
manna  ;  the  Egyptian  bean,  the  herb  whofe  aflies  ferves  to  make  fous,  and  that  with 
which  they  wafli  camblets  and  other  cloths.  There  may  be  had  rhubarb,  turpentine, 
and  fcammony,  and  other  thhigs  that  are  valuable.  There  are  alfo  veins  of  gold,  copper, 
marchafite,  lattin,  and  of  iron,  roch-alum,  pitch,  rofm,  fulphur,  and  falt-petre ;  and, 
befules,  you  may  have  there  the  berry  wherewith  they  dye  fcarlet ;  as  alfo  coral,  the 
emerald,  chryilal  diamonds,  and  other  precious  Hones. 

T'here  are  no  great  rivers  in  all  the  ifland,  but  only  brooks  and  rivulets.  There  is 
a  little  river  runs  very  near  unto  Nicofia,  wherein  are  a  great  quantity  of  jafpers,  which 
have  the  virtue,  as  is  known,  to  (lop  blood.  Befides,  there  is  fo  great  a  quantit)'  of 
cotton,  that  the  inhabitants  not  only  cloath  themfelves,  and  make  all  forts  of  cloths 
therewith,  but  they  furnifh  alfo  Italy,  and  other  parts  ;  it  is  that  which  makes  their 
principal  revenues.  They  alio  gain  confiderable  profit  by  white  fiiU,  which  they  get 
from  a  fair  fait  pit  of  fweet  water  and  rain.  This  fait  pit  is  at  leafl:  ten  miles  about, 
and  it  is  an  admirable  thing  to  view  all  that  vafl  campaign,  which  appears  as  covered 
with  fnow ;  there  is  in  the  midft  a  pit  that  never  freezeth,  although  all  the  fait  pit  is 
congealed.  There  may  be  feen  alfo  whole  fields,  which  nature  hath  enriched  with 
capers,  without  the  labour  of  cultivating,  and  every  one  has  the  liberty  to  take  as  many 
as  he  pleafes.  Their  mutton  is  very  good  meat,  their  fheep  are  large  and  fat,  and  have 
a  prodigious  tail,  which  yet  is  no  longer  than  thofe  of  our  country,  but  is  at  leafl 
half  a  foot  broad,  and  fo  thick  that  it  appears  round  ;  it  hangs  behind,  and  beats 
always  their  fides  as  they  go  along.  Their  goats  have  ears  hanging  downwards,  and 
three  fingers  in  breadth ;  their  horns  are  a  little  more  elevated  than  ours,  and  their 
forehead  fliorter,  which  gives  them  a  greater  grace  and  hardinefs  ;  they  have  alfo  a 
tuft  of  hair  in  the  niidfl  of  their  forehead.  It  will  be  hard  to  believe  a  thing  I  have 
experimented,  which  is,  that  I  have  not  feen  in  this  kingdom,  nor  any  part  of  the  Levant, 
any  animal,  whether  horfe,  mule,  or  afs,  which  trotting  joulted  his  rider  ;  they  all  go 
lightly  and  eafy,  and  men  are  accuftonied  to  ride  their  horfes  there  without  bridle, 
faddle,  ftirrup,  or  fpurs ;  an  halter  fufHceth  them,  with  a  little  clout  fpread  upon  the 
■back  of  the  beaft.  Finally,  we  may  fay,  that  this  ifle  aboundeth  with  all  delicacies: 
before  they  became  fubjecl  to  the  Turks,  they  lived  fplendidly,  and  in  freedom,  but 
fenfual.  It  produced  formerly  divers  illuflrious  pcrfons,  performing  great  ferviccs  to 
their  country,  and  who  have  been  very  commendable  for  their  knowledge  and  piety, 
viz.  Afclepiadcs,  the  hiftorian  ;  Solon,  one  of  the  feven  fages  of  Greece;  Kvagoras, 
Celobuia,  Kenon  of  Cittia,  author  of  the  feci  of  the  Stoics;  Apollonias,  the  phyfician} 
Xenophon,  the  hiftorian  ;  and  befides  thefe,  the  apoftle  St.  Barnabas,  and  Mark  his 
xoufin  ;  Kpaphroditus,  and  Paul  Sergius ;  Titus,  Nicanor,  Epiphanius,  and  divers 
Others. 

This  kingdom  hath  been  from  time  to  time  fubjecl  to  feveral  mailers ;  it  were  too 
tedious  to  make  a  repetition  of  its  changes  and  revolutions.  Selim,  fultan  of  the  Turks  , 
took  it  by  force  in  the  year  1570,  with  an  army  of  two  hundred  thoufand  men  :  but 
enough  of  Cyprus,  we  pafs  now  into  Syria. 

vou  X.  00  CUAT* 
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Chap.  VI.  — Our  Pajfage  into  Syria  :  of  the  City  of  Tripoli. 

I  LOST  all  the  time  I  had  employed  in  this  ifle,  to  fearch  for  a  conveniency  to  pafs 
into  Syria,  iufomuch  that  I  was  confiraincd  to  go  for  Famagufta,  in  order  to  be  tran- 
I'ported  hither.  We  parted  from  Saline  on  tlie  27th  of  Auguit,  and  having  a  good 
wind  we  made  ready  by  noon,  and  lleercd  our  courfe  for  'Iripoli,  where  we  arrived 
two  days  alter  very  early,  for  this  traverfe  is  not  above  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  j 
but  it  was  more  incommodious  unio  us  than  all  the  rell  of  the  voyage,  becaule  we  were 
on  board  a  very  fmall  vefTel.  We  might  have  gone  oli'  fooner,  had  it  not  been  for 
the  nogled;  of  our  feamen,  wlio  retarded  our  departure,  infomuch  that  we  were  forced 
to  call  anchor  the  fecond  day,  at  feven  or  eight  miles  from  port,  being  haralfed  all 
night  with  a  tempefl ;  and  yet  we  durft  not  fail  for  fear  of  falling  upon  fome  rock,  as 
we  would  unavoidably  have  done,  if  we  had  weighed  anchor  in  the  night  ;  it  is  certain 
it  was  a  dangerous  night,  but  having  got  a  wind  on  break  of  day,  we  arrived  in  a  Ihort 
time  at  the  port  of  Tripoli,  which  is  fortified  with  five  fair  towers,  ranged  on  the  fliore. 
Although  I  was  much  indifpofed,  and  cruel  fea  fick,  having  eat  little  or  nothing  for  ten 
daysjl  found  myfelf  much  recovered  as  foon  as  ever  I  fet  foot  on  land.  Having  caufed  my 
companion  to  be  mounted  on  a  little  afs,  I  was  willing  to  go  on  foot  to  Tripoli,  which 
was  two  miles  diflant  from  the  place  we  were  at ;  the  fun  was  already  far  advanced  in 
the  horizon,  when  I  began  to  fet  forward  on  my  way,  and  its  beams  were  exceeding 
violent  in  that  country,  where  it  is  alfo  hot  all  the  night  ;  however,  I  failed  not  to  divert 
myfelf  to  fee  fifty  or  fixty  camels  pafs  along,  conduced  by  the  Arabs,  who  are  a  black 
and  cruel  nation.  Thefe  camels  carry  allies,  which  they  make  of  a  certain  herb  that  is 
burnt  in  thofe  parts.  They  lay  them  in  great  heaps  in  certain  pits,  wherein  they  are 
hardened,  and  furnilh  hereby  Venice,  and  mofl  part  of  Europe,  with  a  great  quantity  of 
matter  to  make  very  fine  glafles.  I  alfo  took  much  pleafure  to  view  a  green  field,  which 
might  have  been  taken  for  a  green  andfpacious  garden, fo  well  was  it  filled  with  mulberry 
and  orange  trees,  of  an  agreeable  fmell,  not  to  fpeak  of  many  other  fruit  trees,  which  are 
as  common  there  as  elms,  poplars,  cheinut,  and  walnut-trees,  with  us. 
.  Tripoli  is  fituated  on  the  foot  of  a  mountain,  in  fight  of  the  fea ;  there  is  about  it 
a  fortrefs  upon  a  rock,  that  commands  it  entirely.  This  city  abounds  in  many 
things,  and  is  full  of  traffic  ;  its  principal  commodity  is  filk,  fpun  cotton,  raifins,  foap, 
tallow-candles,  which  are  there  made  very  good.  There  are  at  lead  five  hundred  Jews 
in  that  town,  for  the  mofl  part  Spaniards  and  Portuguefe,  crafty  in  the  way  of  trade, 
always  ready  to  cheat  the  Chriftians,  particularly  the  Italian  merchants,  who  are  there 
but  a  few,  fince  the  Venetians  quitted  thofe  parts,  and  fail  for  Scanderoon.  They  have 
no  other  church  here  but  a  little  chapel,  which  is  in  one  of  their  houfes,  and  for  the 
mofl  part  have  no  prieft  to  officiate  therein.  There  you  may  find  abundance  of  Greeks 
and  Miironitcs,  the  firfl  of  which  live  in  the  town,  the  other  lodge  without  in  a  fmall 
village  that  is  about  it.  The  Turks  are  there  in  greater  numbers  than  any  other 
nation,  and  wear  a  white  turban  ;  the  Jews  have  ordinarily  a  red  bonnet  half  a  foot  high, 
flat  and  round ;  the  Italian  Chriftians  and  Greeks  wear  a  hat,  or  black  bonnet ;  the 
Maronitcs  a  flreaked  turban,  or  bonnet,  of  a  different  form  from  that  of  the  Jews.  They 
all  wore  formerly  a  turban  with  this  fole  difierence,  that  the  Turks  had  a  white,  the  Jews 
a  yellow,  and  Chriftians  a  flriped  one ;  but  the  abufe  crept  amongft  the  Jews,  who 
began  to  wear  fuch  great  ones,  as  if  they  feemed  willing  to  cope  in  grandeur  with  the 
great  Ottoman  figniors,  wherefore  it  has  been  fo  ordered,  that  none  but  Turks  fhould 

wear 
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wear  the  turban.  The  Jews,  by  reafon  hereof,  have  difcontinued  it  entirely  ;  the  Chrif- 
tians  have  not  the  right  one,  but  content  thcmfelves  to  have  upon  their  bonnets  fome 
turns  of  a  ftripedcloth,  in  form  of  a  turban.  There  arc  alfo  many  Turks  and  Arabs 
of  mean  condition,  who  do  the  fame  thing  with  white  (luff.  We  lodged  with  a  Ve- 
netian merchant,  who  was  a  rich  man,  and  knew  our  company  in  a  more  particular 
manner  ;  he  received  us  with  much  charity  and  civility  ;  he  put  my  comanion,  who  was 
fick,  upon  a  bed  forthwith,  and  caufcd  him  to  be  ferved  with  every  thing  neceflary  for 
him.  I  went  into  the  cuflom  houfe  to  take  out  that  which  I  had  brought  from  Italy, 
part  whereof  was  to  be  prefentcd  to  the  patriarch  of  the  Maronites,  on  behalf  of  the 
pope,  and  the  reft  to  be  diftributed  amongft  their  churches ;  the  whole  confifted  of 
fome  cafes,  one  whereof  was  filled  with  church  ornaments,  and  a  patriarchal  veft  made 
all  of  cloth  of  gold  and  fdver  of  great  value.  I  did  all  that  ever  I  could  to  haften  my 
journey  to  Mount  Libanus,  for  there  was  but  twenty  miles  from  Tripoli  to  the  place 
where  the  patriarch  made  his  refidence ;  but  I  was  obliged  to  fojourn  there  for  three 
days,  in  which  time  I  obferved  that  oxen  carried  burdens  upon  their  backs  like  camels, 
mules,  and  affes,  as  wood,  or  any  other  neceilary  commodity  ;  infomuch,  that  faying 
feemed  to  me  no  longer  true, 

Optat  Epbippia  bos  piger  :  OpUt  arare  caballus. 

However,  I  know  full  well,  that  they  till  their  ground  with  horfes  in  a  great  part  of 
France,  the  which  they  praclifed  alfo  then  in  Syria,  becaufe  of  a  certain  diftemper 
that  had  almoft  deilroyed  all  their  oxen.  I  was  obliged  to  fluit  myfelf  in  the  houfe 
for  moft  part  of  the  day,  not  daring  to  be  known  in  that  country  ;  neverthelefs  I  was 
very  defirous  to  inform  myfelf  of  their  cuftoms  and  manner  of  living.  I  mounted  in 
the  evening  up  the  terrace,  to  take  the  air,  and  view  the  town  as  well  as  I  could ; 
I  perceived  the  Jewifh  women  upon  the  terraces  of  the  neighbouring  houfes,  and  eafily 
comprehended  by  that,  that  the  place  whereDavid  fawBathlht-ba  was  but  a  terrace  of  the 
fame  faihion  as  that  on  the  top  of  the  houfe,and  there  is  much  appearance  that  thefe  fort 
of  terraces  were  in  ufe  at  that  time.  I  will  fpeak  no  more  of  the  other  particulars  I  ob- 
ferved in  that  city,  both  at  this  time  and  the  other,  Iwas  obliged  to  return  back  this  way, 
for  that  I  am  unwilling  to  interrupt  my  hiftory  of  the  Maronites,  which  ought  fpeedily 
to  follow  ;  but  I  will  firit  exhibit  fomewhat  1  have  feen  and  learnt  of  the  manner  of 
living  of  the  Turks  in  that  country. 

Chap,  VTI.  —  The  Fajhion  of  the  Turks  Habits. 

THE  Turks  fhave  all  their  hair,  yet  there  are  many  of  them  leave  fome  growing  on 
the  crowa  of  their  heads,  which  makes  a  kind  of  a  tuft ;  they  do  not  fhave  their  beards 
at  all,  but  call  off  the  ends  only  of  that  on  the  upper  lip:  long  beards  are  much  in 
efteem  amongft  them,  and  the  longer  and  larger  they  be,  the  more  cftimable  are  they. 
Wherefore  it  is  one  of  the  greateil  menaces  that  can  be  made  to  any  one,  to  threaten 
him  with  the  cutting  oft' of  his  beard,  although  this  threat  is  ordinary  enough  amongft 
them.  They  wear  upon  their  head  a  bonnet,  which  they  call  Takia,  and  which  is 
made  of  cloth  or  filk  intermixed  with  cotton,  and  place  very  neatly  at  the  top  a  long 
and  fine  cloth  of  white  cotton,  which  they  call  Scfta  ;  whereof  they  make  a  great  or 
fmall  turban,  according  to  the  quality  of  the  pcrfon.  Thofe  who  are  above  others,  in 
refpecl:  of  birth  or  dignitv,  can-y  a  great  one  ;  and  there  are  fome  who  have  them  of 
an  exceflivc  bignofs.  Their  ftiifts,  as  well  as  other  vefts,  are  made  without  collars, 
and  for  the  moft  part  of  wlutc  cotton  ;  there  ai'c  fome  vrho  wear  blue  ones,  witli  very 
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wide  flecvcs,  infomuch  that  all  the  arm  feems  almoft  naked.  The  lower  part  of  their 
fhifts  is  not  at  all  wide,  at  leafl  they  feem  as  fewed  together  at  the  end  when  they  wear 
no  drawers,  and  for  that  purpofe  they  make  them  large.  Their  vefls  ordinarily  are  a 
little  longer,  and  liang  down  to  the  ground.  The  vulgar  wear  commonly  white,  or  of 
fome  other  colour,  but  feldom  black  and  green,  perhaps,  becaufe  the  Franks  wear 
ordinarily  black,  and  that  green  is  the  colour  of  them  of  the  race  of  Mahomet,  who, 
they  fay,  ufed  to  be  drelled  in  that  colour.  Hence  it  comes,  that  none  but  thole  of 
his  race  wear  any  green  turban,  or  a  fmall  piece  of  that  colour  faftened  to  the  white. 
The  Chriftians  dare  not  have  their  cloaths,  bonnet,  or  any  other  thing  about  them  of 
that  colour ;  they  have  two  veils,  the  nethermoft  has  a  girdle  to  tie  about  it,  and  the 
upper  is  the  Spain  or  Abb  ;  they  call  it  the  Spain  when  the  cloth  is  made  of  tine  wool, 
and  well  wrought,  as  with  us  in  Italy,  for  they  are  not  fo  induftrious  as  we  in  thofe 
countries.  The  Abb  is  more  flightly  woven,  and  confifls  of  coarfer  wool ;  it  is  ftriped, 
and  divided  with  long  and  broad  black  and  white  ftreaks.  The  girdle  of  the  nether 
vert;  is  made  of  thick  narrow  linen  cloth,  about  three  fingers  broad,  and  long  enough 
to  come  two  or  three  turns  about ;  or  of  a  leathern  firing  :  one  may  fee  fome  ot  thefe 
girdles  made  of  very  fine  filk,  curioufly  wrought.  They  cover  their  legs  with  large 
drawers,  which  are  made  of  fine  linen  cloth,  or  fluff,  and  defcend  down  to  the  feet, 
which  are  naked,  in  flioes  of  black  leather,  or  Spanifh  goat's  leather  of  another  colour, 
particularly  red,  blue,  and  yellow,  to  the  end  they  may  wafli  thcmfelvcs  with  greater 
facility  before  their  prayers.  The  form  of  their  fhoes  differ  not  from  ours,  but  they 
are  not  fo  neat  and  handfome,  and  have  an  higher  inilep ;  there  is  a  little  piece  of 
leather,  two  or  three  fingers  long,  that  ferves  for  a  firing,  faflencd  on  each  fide  to  the 
ears  of  the  flioes,  with  a  button  in  the  middle.  But  the  flippers  are  much  unlike  ours, 
they  wear  them  with  fhoes,  and  without ;  you  cannot  know  them  to  be  flippers,  they 
are  fo  much  like  unto  fhoes,  unlefs  they  cover  lefs  of  the  feet  before,  for  they  do  no 
more  but  hide  the  toes,  and  turn  upwards  very  much  ;  moreover,  their  fides  are  not  fo 
high  as  thofe  of  the  flioes,  and  under  the  fole  they  place,  inftead  of  a  heel,  a  little  piece 
of  iron  in  form  of  a  crefcent,  which  ferves  inflead  of  leather,  and  makes  much  noife 
in  going.  They  wear  no  hats  to  defend  themfelves  from  the  rain,  but  have  a  piece  of 
fluff  extended  over  their  turban,  which  is  done  fo  handfomely,  that  when  it  is  gathered 
at  the  top  and  enlarged  below,  you  would  take  it  for  a  monk's  hood  ;  nevcrthelefs 
they  make  ufe,  againii  the  rain,  of  a  long  cloak  flightly  made  in  the  country,  which 
keeps  out  the  water  very  well ;  it  hangs  down  as  far  as  the  middle  of  their  leg,  and 
together  with  their  hood  upon  the  turban,  ferves  them  not  only  in  travelling,  but  alfb 
in  the  town.  Thofe,  which  have  none  of  this  fort,  wear  a  good  thick  cloth,  which  hath 
long  and  large  fleeves ;  others  are  content  with  their  Abb,  which  alfo  keeps  out  the 
rain. 

The  women  wear  alfo  fhifts,  vefls,  drawers,  fhoes  and  flippers,  only  that  inflead  of 
the  Spain,  or  Abb,  they  have  a  vefl  fomewhat  fliorter  than  that  of  the  men.  They  wear 
upon  their  head  a  toque  of  cloth  or  filk,  ordinarily  red  or  blue,  which  they  adorn  with 
work  of  gold  and  filver ;  their  hair  being  gathered  into  treffes,  hangs  behind  their 
Ihoulders,  bound  with  ribband,  or  fome  other  fluff;  you  cannot  fee  it  curled  at  top 
with  them,  nor  any  the  like  vanity ;  their  countenance  appears  natural,  and  without 
painting ;  they  wear  rings,  pendants  in  their  ears,  bracelets,  wherein  there  is  fome 
medley  or  other,  as  polifhed  iron,  or  pewter,  or  latin,  or  a  good  quantity  of  gold  and 
filver,  according  to  the  quality  of  the  woman  and  her  condition.  'I'hefe  bracelets  are 
three  or  four  fingers  broad,  and  are  not  compofed  of  divers  rings  as  ours,  but  of 
one  plate  of  metal,  with  but  little  form  ;  and  they  not  only  wear  them  about  their  arms, 

2  but 


BV    THE    RliV.  I'ATHER    JEROM    DANDINI.  aSf 

but  alfo  legs,  near  to  their  feet ;  not  that  they  can  be  feen  in  the  ftreets  drefled  in  this 
manner  ;  tor,  when  they  go  out  of  their  houfes,  they  wrap  themfelves  fo  clofe  up  in  a 
linen  or  cotton  cloth,  that  thole  that  look  upon  them  cannot  fee  as  much  as  their  hands, 
although  they  arc  allowed  the  liberty  of  their  arm  and  hand.  Yet  their  faces  are  no 
more  iben,  for  they  are  fo  careful  to  hide  them  with  a  black  and  white  cloth,  that  there 
remains  only  but  a  little  cleft  before  their  eyes  for  them  to  fee  through.  Sometimes  they 
cover  their  faces  widi  black  crape,  very  tranfparent,  through  which  they  can  fee  others, 
without  being  feen  themfelves.  This  is  the  manner  of  the  women's  going  abroad,  be 
they  Jews,  Greeks,  Syrians,  or  Turks,  that  they  may  the  more  conveniently  go  along 
the  flreets.  When  they  be  vet  or  dirty,  they  wear  bufkins  of  Spanifh  goat's  leather, 
which  reach  up  as  far  as  the  knee,  and  fo  tucking  up  their  cloaths  on  each  fide,  they  pafs 
through,  without  being  at  all  wet,  or  bedaubed  with  dirt.  The  Maronites  have  oilier 
cultoms,  of  which  we  fliall  fpeak  hereafter. 

Chap.  YUl.—O/the  Belief  of  the  Turks. 

ONE  need  not  doubt,  but  that  thofe  hearts  which  have  not  the  true  worfliip  of 
God,  nor  the  knowledge  of  his  faith,  have  expelled  virtue  to  replenilh  themfelves  with 
all  manner  of  vice;  it  is  this  which  I  have  manifeftly  known  amongfl;  thefe  nations, 
who  indeed  confefs  that  our  Lord  was  an  holy  man,  and  a  great  prophet,  which  makes 
them  honour  the  place  of  his  birth,  and  burn  lamps  there,  as  may  be  feen  dill  at  Beth- 
lehem, but  they  believe  not  that  he  was  God,  nor  the  Son  of  God  ;  neither  will  they 
believe  he  died  upon  the  crofs,  for  they  fay  he  fubftituted  another  in  his  place,  and  for 
that  purpofe  withdrew  himfelf  from  the  hands  of  the  Jews,  palling  through  a  hole,  or 
large  cranny,  which  was  above  the  place  where  he  was  retired  that  night  to  pray,  and 
that  he  appeared  not  fince  that  time.  They  worlhip  no  other  but  Mahomet,  whom 
they  pretend  to  be  a  greater  prophet ;  and  it  were  fcarce  credible  with  what  devotion 
and  magnificence  they  guard  his  tomb  at  Mecca,  what  expence  they  are  at  to  receive 
them  that  come  to  viat  it,  and  in  what  degree  of  fanctity  they  are  held  who  perform 
this  pilgrimage,  particularly  thofe  who  are  born  by  the  way.  They  bear  all  the  name 
of  Scerif,  which  fignifies  great  faint ;  they  alfo,  as  all  other  nations,  have  pricfts,  which 
they  call  Santons,  taking  for  that  purpofe  the  moH:  zealous  obfcrvers  of  their  law, 
although  the  belt  of  them  are  no  lefs  vicious  than  the  reft.  This  is  the  ceremony 
they  obferve  at  the  creation  of  their  prielt ;  they  caufc  them  to  come  into  the  prefence 
of  the  people,  and  extolling  their  zeal  and  virtue,  they  add,  that  they  have  regard 
thereunto,  anil  fo  make  them  Santons.  Then  all  the  company  prefently  run  to  kifs 
their  hands,  and  fo  after  this  ceremony  they  become  piiefls.  Their  office  is  to  apply 
their  cares  to  the  mofques,  and  there  is  none  but  refpeds  them,  even  to  the  fultan 
himfelf.  Befides  thel'e  Santons,  they  have  alfo  amongit  them  other  inconfidcrable  pcrfons, 
who  appear  all  llalhed,  hacked,  and  half  naked,  carrying  for  the  mofl;  part  a  Hick  in 
their  hands,  to  which  are  faflencd  rags. 

'Ihe  I'urks  have  beads  which  they  tell  over ;  they  carry  them  in  their  hands,  or 
luing  at  their  girdle,  but  they  are  much  dillerent  from  ours,  for  each  bead  of  theirs  is 
of  the  fame  bignefs,  and  have  none  of  that  dillinftion  we  have  of  the  tenth  in  ten 
beads,  although  they  are  compofed  of  fix  tens.  They  have,  moreover,  another  kind  of 
beads,  which  are  divided  into  three  parts  with  finall  threads,  becaufe  this  fort  is  greater 
than  others,  conlllHng  of  an  hundred  grains,  yet  they  employ  no  more  time  than 
we  in  telling  them  over  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  have  fooner  done,  becaufe  they  lay  not 
at  each  bead  a  whole  prayer,  but  tliefe  words,  Stafurla,  i.  e.  "  Prail'c  be  to  God  ;"  or 
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elfc,  Eflebh  L*allah,  Elmayd  L'allah ;  which  fignifies,  "  Praife  to  God,  Glory  to 
God."  They  are  not  fufFered  to  eat  pork,  nor  to  drink  wine.  See  the  reafon  why 
Mahomet  forbad  them  the  ufe  of  pork :  when  he  had  liidtlen  under  ground  fome 
veffels  full  of  water,  to  perform  a  miracle  like  unto  that  of  Mofes,  to  Ihew  thereby 
that  he  was  a  great  prophet,  it  happened  that  this  animal,  which  digs  always  in  the 
earth,  fpoiled  all  this  myflcrv.  As  for  wine  he  forbad  it,  for  that  being  entered  into 
a  village,  accompanied  with  Ibme  foldicrs,  they  prefled  him  to  pay  for  their  drink,  and 
being  drunk, they  would  have  compelled  him  to  grant  them  the  ufe  of  the  women  of  that 
place ;  and  having  refufed  it,  whether  that  he  cdiild  not  or  would  not  grant  it,  they 
thereupon  abufed  him  ;  in  confideration  therefore  of  thefe  two  accidents,  he  forbad 
pork  and  wine  to  his  followers.  Neverthelcfs,  there  are  but  a  few  perfons  of  quality 
that  obferve  this  forbiddance  ;  the  reft  of  the  pe(i])le  covet  it  with  eagernefs,  and  drink 
it  without  water,  which  is  the  reafon  that  you  may  meet  all  day  long  with  drunken 
folks,  but  they  are  not  puniflied.  They  have  flrange  liberty  to  fin,  from  whence  pro- 
ceeds  infinity  of  villainies,  for  that  they  believe,  in  wafliing  their  feet,  they  cleanfe  alfo 
their  fouls  of  all  pollution.  They  acknowledge  no  other  confefiion,  but  a  I'mall  pitcher 
of  water,  which  they  referve  to  that  purpofe  ;  and  they  imagine  they  can  befaved  by  fo 
eafy  a  means.  They  believe  alfo,  that  we  who  are  Chriflians,  can  be  laved  by  our 
law,  but  they  condemn  all  other  religions.  They  have  for  that  eft'ed  a  pleafant  itory, 
faying,  that  at  the  highefl  part  of  the  wall  of  Jerufalem,  oppofite  to  mount  Olivet,  there 
is  a  piece  of  a  pillar  that  (lands  a  little  out  of  the  wall,  where  there  will  be  a  little  gate 
for  an  entrance  into  the  faid  column ;  that  Maliomet  and  Jcfus  Chrift  will  come  to 
univerfal  judgment,  that  the  firft  will  fland  upon  that  pillar,  and  the  other  oppofite  to 
him  on  mount  Olivet ;  that  both  of  them  will  hold  in  their  hand  a  cord,  which  will 
be  extended  over  the  valley  of  Jehofaphat ;  that  all  mud  walk  upon  that  cord,  and 
that  we  and  they  fliall  go  fafely  thereon  into  paradife,  each  being  alliited  by  his  pro- 
phet ;  but  with  this  difference,  that  in  paradife,  where  flow  rivers  of  honey,  they  fliall 
enjoy  all  forts  of  pleafure,  as  well  in  eating  and  drinking,  as  in  the  ufe  of  beautiful 
women  ;  and  inflead  of  that,  we  fhall  ferve  them  with  horfes  and  mules  to  ride  upon. 
And  finally,  that  the  Jews,  and  all  other  fefts,  fhall  fall  under  the  cord  into  hell,  where 
they  lliall  iiiffer  eternal  punifhment. 

Chap.  IX.  —  My  Arrival  at  Mount  Libanus,  and  how  I  was  received  by  the  Patriarch, 
and  of  the  Difficulties  I  found  in  my  Jirji  Conference  with  him. 

I  MUST  now  return  to  my  voyage,  from  whence  I  have  fomewhat  digrelTed.  Find- 
ing myfelt  out  of  the  danger  of  Tripoli,  I  departed  from  thence  on  the  lafl  day  of 
Auguft,  thre«  hours  before  fun-fctting,  and  being  accompanied  with  divers  perfons  of 
that  country  I  was  going  to,  1  mounted  on  a  little  afs  that  went  rarely  well,  and  taking 
our  way  towards  the  mountain,  we  travelled  as  long  as  day  laffed  ;  but  as  foon  as 
night  approached,  we  refted  ourfelves  in  a  village  appertaining  to  the  Maronites,  where 
after  having  made  an  ordinary  repalt,  we  lay  upon  mats  extended  over  a  terrace,  and 
refted  ourfelves  there  for  the  fpace  of  fix  hours  ;  then  journeying  through  rough,  fteep, 
and  uneven  ways,  we  arrived  in  nine  hours  at  a  place  called  Eden,  which  in  the  Hebrew, 
fignifies  "a  place  of  pleafure  and  delight;"  there  we  refreflied  our  beads,  which  were 
wearied.  We  performed  the  refl  of  our  journey  after  the  heat  of  the  day  was  over,  and 
arrived  on  the  firft  of  September,  at  fun-fetting,  at  the  monaflery  of  Caunubin,  where 
refides  the  patriarch  of  the  Maronites,  towards  which  place  his  holinefs  had  fe>nt  me. 
My  arrival  was  as  unawares,  yet  there  were  divers  priefb,  and  fome  other  perfons,  that 
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came  pretty  far  to  meet  me  on  behalf  of  the  patriarch,  who  was  obliged  to  keep  his  bed 
for  a  whole  year  paft,  becaufe  of  his  age  and  infirmity,  I  w-as  conduced  to  the  monaf- 
tery,  where  I  was  received  with  great  demonftrations  of  joy,  and  with  the  found  of  three 
confiderable  bells,  w  hich  they  have  there  by  a  particular  privilege.  I  went  firfl  to  the 
church,  and  afterwards  to  the  patriarch's  houfe  :  I  found  the  church  pretty  enough,  but 
a  httle  dark,  and  ill  ordered.  As  to  the  patriarch,  I  accofled  him  in  a  little  chamber 
which  had  no  hangings,  becaufe  he  made  proteflion  of  amonaflic  life,  and  that  the  infa- 
tiable  avarice  of  the  Turks  fuffercd  him  not  to  be  better  accommodated.  I  found 
him  fitting  upon  his  bed,  with  his  patriarchal  turbant  in  his  hand  ;  and,  after  I  had  made 
him  my  obeifance,  I  prefented  him  with  his  holinefs's  brief,  which  he  very  devoutly 
kilfed,  and  placed  afterwards  upon  his  head,  which  is  a  mark  of  refpedl  in  that  country. 
He  obferved  the  fame  ceremony  when  I  gave  him  the  cardinal  proteftor's,  and  our 
general's  letters ;  he  enquired  after  their  health  with  demonltrations  of  a  grand  affec- 
tion, and  I  entertained  him  with  the  good  intention  of  his  holinefs,  and  the  great  care 
he  took  both  of  his  perfon  and  the  whole  nation.  After  I  had  fpent  fome  time  with  him, 
I  was  conduced  to  fupper.  Next  day,  believing  that  father  Fabio,  whom  I  had  left  fick 
at  Tripoli,  was  fomewhat  recovered  and  could  fit  on  horfeback,  I  fent  a  good  mule  to 
carry  him  very  eafilv  to  the  place  where  I  was.  In  effect,  he  arrived  there  three  days 
after,  but  he  was  fo  weak  ftill  that  he  was  obliged  to  keep  his  bed,  wherein  he  remain- 
ed fifteen  days,  and  indeed  he  never  was  well  fince  that  time. 

I  began,  after  the  fecond  day  of  my  arrival,  to  difcourfe  of  my  affairs  with  the  pa- 
triarch :  I  explained  unto  him  the  delign  of  my  voyage,  with  which  he  tedified  himfelf 
to  be  well  fatistied.  However,  he  could  not  forbear  to  inform  me  of  two  things  which 
much  troubled  him  :  the  firft,  that  his  holinefs  had  fent  him  only  but  a  fimple  brief, 
inftead  of  addreffing  to  him  a  large  and  folemn  bull,  which  might  authenticly  fet  forth 
the  antiquity  of  their  belief,  and  their  re-union  with  the  holy  fee,  as  the  popes  his  pre- 
deceffors  had  done  ;  that  it  would  have  been  great  confolation  to  the  bifhops  and  all  the 
people  that  (liould  fee  it  ;  and  that  he  had  fo  much  the  more  reafon  to  expe(ft  it,  becaufe 
he  had  employed  the  precedent  year  a  perfon  to  his  holinefs,  to  proftrate  himfelf  at  his 
feet,  and  to  render  him  in  his  own  name,  as  well  as  in  the  name  of  all  the  nation,  the 
fubmiffions  that  were  due  unto  him,  as  being  all  his  goi)d  and  faithful  children.  He 
complained  alio,  that  his  holinefs  had  made  him  no  anfwer  to  his  intreaty  of  being  con- 
firmed in  his  ;mcient  title  of  patriarch  of  Antioch. 

After  I  had  heard  thefe  complaints  with  attention,  I  made  him  anfwer  as  I  judged 
molt  proper  ;  after  which  hefecmcd  very  pleafant.  I  propofed  unto  him  afterwards  an 
overture  of  a  fynod,  to  the  end  we  might  know  what  was  then  the  true  eflateof  religion 
in  thole  parts.  1  added,  that  for  that  purpofe  he  needed  only  convocate  the  bifliops, 
which  might,  without  danger,  render  rhemfelvesat  the  place  where  we  then  were.  This 
propofition  gave  him  occafum  to  make  far  greater  complaints  than  before  ;  he  fet  fortJi 
the  reafons  he  had  of  an  heavy  complaining  againfl;  a  fynod  that  had  been  held  fome  years 
before,  where  had  been  prcl'ented  unto  him  and  to  the  bilhop:-.  a  blank  paper  to  fign, 
with  affurance  that  rt  lliould  be  filled  up  with  nothing  but  what  fhould  be  good  and 
profitable  for  the  nation,  and  that,  having  figneil  it  with  much  facility,  they  had  been 
abulVtl ;  for  that  thole  who  required  this  iigned  blank,  were  no  fooner  returned  to 
Tripoli,  than  they  filled  it  up  with  a  great  number  of  errors,  and  conliderable  herefies, 
and  without  giving  information  ht^reof  to  any  one  of  the  fynod,  or  leaving  any  copy 
behind,  they  liad  inoft  malicioully  defamed  them  to  the  pope  and  his  cardinals  ;  that, 
out  of  the  iear  he  had  of  the  like  inconvenience,  he  vigoroully  oppofed  my  requeft  unto 
him.     The  foundation  of  this  complaint  appeared  fo  llrange  to  me  that  1  could  fcarce 

believe 
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believe  it,  but  the  matter  of  fad  being  reported  by  fo  confiderable  a  perfon  that  afTirmed 
it,  and  being  alfo  confirmed  by  all  his  afiiftants,  I  durfl:  not  deny  it ;  I  endeavoureu 
to  excufe  it  as  well  as  I  could,  and  promifed  to  ufe  my  etiorts  to  recall  this  writing,  to  the 
end  1  might  appeafo  his  much  irritated  ipirits.  1  aflured  him  alio,  on  my  part,  that  I 
would  undertake  nothing  without  his  participation  and  confent.  At  laft  he  prefcnted 
another  great  difliculty,  or  part,  of  the  war  that  raged  extremely  between  the  Turks  and 
Chriftians  ;  for  the  fultan  was  in  the  field  in  perfon  with  a  puiflant  army,  which  render- 
ed the  execution  of  a  fynod  exceeding  difficult,  for  it  was  dangerous  to  ademble  the 
principal  perlbns  of  a  nation  to  treat  at  that  conjundlure  with  an  envoy  of  the  pope. 
But  I  fatislied  alfo  the  patriarch  in  this  point,  telling  him  that  means  might  be  found  out 
to  affemble  them  under  other  pretences.  This  good  old  man  then  confented  to  my 
intreaty,  and  writ  to  the  bifhops  to  invite  them  to  a  fynod  ;  but,  as  we  could  get  toge- 
ther but  two,  I  thought  it  convenient  to  remit  that  alfembly  till  another  time.  In  the 
mean  while,  I  made  ufe  of  this  opportunity  to  vifit  the  deacons ;  they  are  but  two  in 
number,  and  perform  the  office  of  fecular  magiflrates  to  govern  the  people,  judging 
their  diflerenccs,  and  treating  with  the'l'urks  about  all  matters  that  regard  the  tributes, 
and  about  every  other  affair  that  occurs.  The  principal  of  thefe  two  is  a  man  of  great 
experience  '.md  penetrating  judgment,  wlio  is  expert  in  war,  and  well  inclined  to  reli- 
gion. He  approved  forthwith  of  my  defign,  and  was  willing  to  take  the  care  upon  him 
to  aflemble  the  bifliops,  and  all  others  whomfoever  I  pleafed,  although  he  was  then  fick 
of  a  fever,  under  which  he  had  labouied  all  the  day.  He  affured  me,  ho  would  render 
himfelf  there,  with,  the  other  deacon,  his  companion,  and  that  he  would  endeavour  I 
Ihould  receive  fatisfaftion  in  whatever  1  propoied  ;  but  I  judged  it  better  to  defer  the 
meeting  till  fuch  time  as  he  was  recovered,  and  that,  in  the  mean  while,  I  might  inform 
myfelf  more  pardcularly  of  all  things. 

Chap.  X.  —  Of  the  Cedars  of  Libanus  snd  the  Holy  River,  and  of  the  Nature  of  th; 

Ground  of  Mount  Libanus. 

I  went  to  fee,  during  that  fpace  of  time,  the  cedar  trees,  which  were  not  very 
far  off;  they  Hand  upon  an  high  and  craggy  mountain,  and  are  called  faints,  becaufe  of 
their  antiquity.  And  the  natives  believe  they  are  (till  the  fame  as  thofe  that  were  in 
Solomon's  time,  which  is  the  reafon  they  vifit  them  with  great  devotion,  efpecially  on 
the  day  of  the  transfiguration  of  our  Lord  ;  at  which  time  they  fay  mafs  molt  folemnly 
at  the  foot  of  a  cedar,  upon  an  homely  altar  of  ftone.  Moreover,  as  thefe  trees  are  but 
a  few  in  number,  they  efteem  it  a  miracle  that  they  cannot  be  reckoned  exatlly.  I 
counted  twenty-three,  and  another  of  my  companions  but  twenty-one  ;  and  there  is  a 
great  deal  of  appearance  that  the  fame  root  fends  forth  in  fome  of  them  two  branches, 
which  are  fometimes  reckoned  for  one,  fometimes  for  two.  They  never  fell  them  to 
make  boards,  but  there  is  an  infinite  number  of  other  trees  for  common  ufes,  growing 
upon  two  other  mountains,  which  are  fituated  in  fuch  a  manner  that,  being  joined  to  the 
former,  they  form  a  kind  of  crofs.  That  which  they  call  the  mountain  of  faints,  forms 
the  top,  and  the  other  two  the  fides.  They  affirm  that  certain  Turks,  who  fed  their 
flocks  thereabouts,  having  been  fo  impious  and  hardy  as  to  cut  down  fome  of  thefe  trees 
they  call  Saints,  were  puniffied  forthwith  with  the  utter  lofs  of  their  beads.  One  may 
alfo  fee  there  the  fpring  of  a  rivulet,  which  the  inhabitants  call  the  Holy  River,  for  that  it 
takes  its  fource  from  the  mountain  whereon  grow  the  cedar-faints  in  a  very  hidden  and 
delicious  place,  and  from  it  defcends  along  the  valley,  running  with  little  murmuring 
ftreams  amongft  flint  fliones. 

I  was 
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I  was  very  much  fatisfied  to  have  feen  the  forefaid  place  ;  and,  in  my  return  to  the 
monallery,  where  refided  the  patriarch,  I  informed  myfelf  of  the  goodncfs  of  the  foil, 
of  the  cuiloms  and  ways  of  living  in  that  country,  as  alfo  of  their  belief;  and  I  endea- 
voured to  obferve  them  as  exactly  as  pollibly  I  could. 

All  the  country  confills  of  llony  and  higli  mountains,  which  extend  from  north  to 
fouth  ;  it  is  alfo  a  good  day's  journey  in  breadth,  and  four  or  five  long  ;  fo  that  in  cir- 
cumference it  may  be  fix  or  feven  hundred  miles.  Yet  thefe  mountains,  by  the  indullry 
and  labour  of  men,  feem  for  the  moil:  part,  like  a  plain,  for  they  gather  the  flones  toge- 
ther in  fome  low  places,  which  are  difperfed  here  and  there,  and  raife  up  high  walls 
therewith  ;  and,  fo  proceeding  on  daily,  ered  others  therewith,  infomuch  that,  by  the 
force  of  levelling  mountains,  and  filling  up  of  tlie  vallies,  they  make  of  a  barren  moun- 
tain a  pleafant  champaign,  which  may  be  eafily  cultivated,  and  fuch  as  is  very  pleafant 
and  agreeable.  This  country  abounds  in  corn,  excellent  wines,  oil,  cotton,  filk, 
honey,  wax,  wood,  favage  and  tame  animals,  and  efpecially  in  goats  :  as  for  finall  ani- 
mals there  are  but  a  few,  becaufe  the  winter  there  is  very  fharp,  and  that  they  have  fiiow 
eontinually.  They  have  a  great  number  of  fheep,  big  and  fat  as  thofe  of  Cyprus.  As 
foon  as  you  pafs  Cyprus  there  are  no  more  hogs  to  be  feen,  becaufe  the  Turks  eat 
none  ;  but,  in  recompence  to  that,  you  fliall  find  a  great  number  of  wild  boars  in  their 
forefts,  as  well  as  bears,  tigers,  and  other  the  like  animals. 

The  reft  of  the  country  is  filled  with  partridges,  which  are  big  as  hens  ;  no  dove- 
houfes  are  to  be  feen  there,  nor  in  all  the  Levant,  but  there  are  abundance  of  pigeons, 
turtle-doves,  black-birds,  gnat-fiiappers,  and  all  forts  of  birds.  There  are  alfo  eagles, 
and  many  fquirrcls  to  be  feen.  They  never  ufe  fpades  to  their  vineyards,  but  they  cul- 
tivate them  with  their  oxen,  for  they  are  planted  with  ftraight  rows  of  trees  far  enough 
one  from  another.  They  ufe  no  props  to  fupport  the  trees,  but  let  them  creep  along  the 
eartl  ;  the  wine  that  is  produced  therefrom  is  delicate  and  exceeding  pleafant;  it  is  a 
verv  furprifing  thing  to  fee  the  bignefs  of  the  grape,  which  is  equal  to  a  prune ; 
and  I  eafily  comprehended  in  feeing  of  them,  why  the  Hebrews  pufhed  forwards  with  fo 
much  paflion  the  conqueftof  the  Land  of  Promife,  after  they  had  kcii  the  grape  which 
the  fpi-.sof  Jofhua  brought  back  from  the  neighbourmg  countries. 

T;  ?fe  mountains  abound,  therefore,  not  only  in  (tones  but  in  all  other  things  necelTary 
to  fupport  life  ;  and  I  doubt  not  but  that  they  are  embo^\ died  with  rich  mines.  There 
is  a  certain  place,  a  little  above  the  monaftery  of  Caunubin,  where  are  found  ftoncs  which 
give  light  like  unto  flambeaux,  which  apparently  difcover  that  they  are  compofed  of 
matter  full  of  fulphur  and  bitumen.  There  may  alfo  be  feen  in  other  places,  ground  fit 
for  the  produdion  of  iron.  As  1  continued  on  my  journey,  the  deacon,  Jofeph  Cater, 
who  was  with  me,  afl'ured  me,  that  it  was  but  very  lately,  at  the  eating  of  a  goat,  he 
found  all  her  teeth  of  a  filver  colour.  This  confirms  that  which  I  obferved  in  Candia  ; 
to  wit,  that  the  animals  that  live  on  Mount  Ida  eat  a  certain  herb  which  renders  their 
teeth  of  a  golden  colour,  which,  according  to  my  Judgment,  cannot  otherwife  proceed 
than  from  the  mines  which  arc  under  ground. 

Chap.  XL  —  Of /be  Cujlom  of  the  Maroniles,  and  cf  their  Manner  of  Living. 

THE  Maronites  will  not  fuffer  the  Turks  to  live  amongft  them,  although  they  be  in 
all  the  reft  of  Syria,  fo  that  you  cannot  fee  one  there  ;  they  are  beholden  for  it  to  the 
great  care  of  their  deacons,  who  fpare  neither  their  purfes  nor  their  lives  to  that  purpofe. 
'rhere  live,  therefore,  upon  their  mountains  no  other  than  the  Chriltians,  which  they  call 
Maronites,  who  have  taken  their  name  from  a  certain  abbot  called  Maron,  whom 
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they  fent  to  Rome  to  the  pope  in  the  time  that  all  the  eafl  was  fcparated  from  the  holy- 
fee,  and  divided  it  into  divers  fects.     This  abbot  returned  from  thence  with  the  title  of 
patriarch  over  them,  who  lived  firm  and  conftant  in  their  faith.     This  fame  perfon  led 
a  religious  life,  fo  that  they  invoke  him  as  fuch  in  their  mafles.     They  do  not  inhabit 
great  cities  and  magnificent  palaces,  but  little  villages,  whereof  there  is  a  great  number, 
and  in  divers  places.     Their  houfes  are  mean  and  little  worth,  not  but  that  they  have 
noble  and   rich  pcrfons  amongft  them,  but  they  are  tyrannized  fo  over  by  the  Turks, 
that  they  are  conitrained  to  fliun  all  manner  of  grandeur  and  oflentation  ;   they  make- 
themfelves  poor,  that  they  may  fhun  ill  treatment,  and  they  affecl  alfo  to  go  meanly  clad. 
Their  habit  differs  not  from  that  of  the  other  Levantines,  which  confifls  of  a  turban 
and  little  vefl;  that  defcends  down  to  the  knees,  or  to  the  middle  of  the  leg,  and  fome- 
times  they  wear  the  Spain  or  Abb  to  cover  it ;  they  go  ordinarily  with  their  legs  naked, 
although  there  be  fome  who  have  drawers   on,  according  to  the  Turkifli  manner,  with 
fhoes.     The  arms  they  ufe  are  the  bow,  harquebus,  fcymetar,  and  dagger  ;  they  are 
very  tall  men,  of  a  natural  fweetnefs,  docible  to  arms,  and  refemble  the  Italians  more  than 
any  other  nation.     They  ufe  no  tables,  nor  ftools  to  fit  on,  but  indead  thereof  fit  down 
crofs-leggcd  upon  mats  or  carpets  fpread  upon  the  ground,  and  there  eat  and  drink. 
Inftead  of  a  table-cloth  they  lay  a  round  piece  of  leather,  and  cover  it  about  with 
bread,  though  there  be  but  two  or  three  to  eat.     They  fit  round,  and  put  the  vicluals 
in  the  middle  ;  they  eat  jufl;  as  the  Turks  do,  making  no  ufe  of  napkins,  knives,  nor  fo 
much  as  forks,  but  have  only  very  pretty  wooden  fpoons ;  and  when  they  drink,  the 
glafs  goes  round.     If  any  one  cats  in  another's  houfe,  it  is  the  mafter  of  the  houfe  that 
waits,  and  ferving  every  one  with  his  glafs,  fo  that  he  has  no  manner  of  repofe  at  the 
table.     They  drink  often  ;  however,  their  glaffes  are  but  fmall.     The  more  they  drink 
the  more  honour  they  think  they  do  to  their  hoft  ;  and  although  the  leather  that  ferves 
for  a  table-cloth  be  taken  up,  yet  they  ceafe  not  to  drink  as  long  as  there  is  any  wine  in 
the  veffel.     Thefe  leathern  table-cloths  are  neatly  folded  up  with  the  drawing  of  a  fmall 
cord  that  is  round  about  them.     If  any  one  comes  in  after  they  are  fet  at  table,  when 
he  has  faluted  the  company,  he  fits  down,  eats  and  drinks  without  any  more  ado,  and 
it  were  a  great  incivility  to  do  otherwife.     They  ufe  no   fheets   to  their  beds  they 
lleep  in,  but  only  cotton  coverlets ;  each  fallens  a  firing  to  the  coverlet,  and  fo  lies 
under  it. 

When  they  make  any  bargain,  they  ufe  great  fimplicity.  for  they  have  no  fcriveners 
to  draw  writings,  but  they  take  one  another's  words,  or  a  fimple  piece  of  paper,  or  elfe 
%-;  trufl  to  the  faith  of  fome  witnefs,  and  ufe  the  fame  manner  at  the  making  of  their  wills. 

.^  They  content  not  themfelves  to  weep  only  for  the  dead,  but  make  hideous  cries  and  la- 

mentations, and  ceafe  not  furioufly  to  agitate  their  bodies  here  and  there.  They  drefs 
no  viftuals  for  fome  time  in  the  houfe  of  the  deceafed,  but  their  relations  and  friends 
fupply  them  j  wherefore,  at  the  ufual  times  of  repaft,  you  fliall  fee  many  women  enter 
with  bafkets  on  their  heads  full  of  victuals,  and  the  men  come  foon  after  to  comfort  the 
relations  of  the  deceafed,  and  to  cat  with  them. 

Thefe  people  let  their  beards  grow,  and  fliave  their  heads,  which  is  the  reafon  that 
they  never  uncover  them,  no  more  than  the  other  nations  of  the  Levant.  They  highly 
refped  their  priefts,  and  when  they  meet  them  they  kifs  their  hand,  and  the  prieft  gives 
them  the  benediction,  forming  the  fign  of  the  crofs,  accompajiied  with  certain  words 
over  them.  If  they  have  a  priefl  at  their  table,  they  make  him  drink  firft  ;  befides,  he 
drinks  alfo  lafl,  in  reciting  cert;un  orifons,  and  no  body  is  fuffered  to  drinli  after  him. 
If  they  mount  on  horfeback  to  go  fome  journey,  they  prefent  themfelves  civilly  to  a 
prieflj  praying  him  to  grant  them  the  benediction,  and  recite  over  them  fome  prayers 

before 
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before  they  fet  forth  on  their  journey.  The  ufe  of  incenfe  is  very  common  amongfl: 
them,  for  they  are  not  only  ferved  therewith  in  the  churches,  but  alfo  at  the  beginning 
and  ending  of  their  repalts,  when  tlicy  crave  a  blefling  upon  their  victuals,  and  reiurn 
God  thiuiks  for  the  fame.  If  at  any  time  a  perfon  of  quality  comes  amoiigfl;  them,  or 
one  of  principal  degree  in  the  church,  a  prieft  goes  before  to  receive  him  with 
incenfe. 

The  Maronite  women  are  civil  and  modeft,  their  manner  of  drefs  differs  not  much 
from  the  Italian,  their  apparel  defcends  to  the  ground,  and  covers  their  breaft  and 
fhoulders  entirely  ;  it  is  very  plain,  being  but  cloth  of  white  cotton,  or  at  befl:  but  of  a 
violet  or  blue  colour,  and  fometimes  a  little  wrought.  They  wear  upon  their  heads  a 
kind  of  linen  veil,  which  covers  all  their  hair  both  before  and  behind.  If  they  meet  by 
chance  with  a  man  they  know  not,  they  fhun  him,  or  cover  their  faces  with  their  veil. 
There  are  many  of  them  who,  like  the  Turkifh  women,  wear  certain  bracelets  upon 
their  arms  and  legs,  and  others  of  the  form  of  a  fillet  at  the  forehead,  with  fmall  pieces 
of  filver.  '1  hey  ufe  not  to  curl  their  hair,  nor  to  paint  their  faces,  neither  can  you  fee 
other  the  like  vanity  amongfl:  them  ;  which  is  fo  much  the  more  commendable  in  them 
as  the  contrary  is  blame-worthy  in  our  European  dames. 

When  they  come  to  church,  they  place  not  themfelves  amongfl  the  men,  nor  yet 
where  they  may  fee  their  faces,  for  all  the  men  fit  at  the  upper  part  of  the  church,  and  ' 
they  flay  near  to  the  door  for  to  get  firfl:  out  as  foon  as  fcrvice  is  done,  to  the  end  they 
may  not  be  feen  of  any.  There  is  no  man  fUrs  from  his  place  till  they  be  all  gone  forth. 
The  country  is  altogether  free  from  debauched  and  common  women,  fo  that  you  can 
hear  there  no  manner  of  difcourfe  of  adulteries,  or  other  the  like  vices,  which  is  a  parti' 
cular  favour  of  God. 

Chap.  XII.  —  Of  their  Sciences  and  Books,  and  of  their  Money  they  pay  to  the  Turks. 

THEIR  priefts  are  as  ignorant  as  the  common  people,  for  they  can  but  only  read  and 
write.     Thofe  amongfl    them  are    efleemed    mofl    learned  who,  befidcs   the  Arab  c 
language,  which  is  the  mother  tongue,  have  fome  knowledge  in  the  Chaldee,  which  '» 
regarded  by  them  as  the  Latin  is  by  us.     There  are  not  above  three  or  tour  who,  being 
returned  from  Rome,  thoroughly  underfland  philofophy  and  theology  ;  but  we  hope  by 
the  help  of  God,  that  there  fliall  be,  for  the  time  to  come,  a  greater  number  of  them, 
of  whom  there  is  great  care  taken  to  have  them  inflrufted  in  the  college  that  has  been 
founded  for  them  at  Rome,  which  is  very  necelTary  for  thofe  parts.     They  have  no  con- 
venience nor  advantage  of  printing,  no  more  than  in  all  the  refl;  of  the  Levant,  which 
might  have  been  of  great  ufe  to  publifh  and  multiply  their  books  ;  however,  I  think  it 
a  great  happinefs  to  this  nation,  and  alfo  to  all  Chriltianily,  for  that,  Bot  having  amongfl 
them  any  knowing  perfons,  the  refl:  of  the  Levant  being  filled  with  Jews,  Turks,  Arme- 
nians,   Nellorians,  Jacobites,   Diofcorians,  Eutychians,  Cophties,   Abyflines,   Greeks, 
Georgians,  Melhitcs,  and  other  feds,  their  wicked  books  would  multiply  too  fall  by  the 
help  of  printing  ;  and  befidcs,  their  good  books  would  have  been  ealily  corrupted,  and 
fluffed  up  with  falfities  and  errors. 

They  write,  therefore,  their  books  in  manufcript,  although  that  is  not  totally  exempt 
from  danger,  for  that  the  tranfcribers  can  add  thereto,  and  change  at  their  pleafure  j 
however,  that  requires  pains  and  much  time,  and  there  being  but  a  few  fcribes  ia  thofe 
parts,  there  is  not  much  reafon  to  fear  it,  and  they  may  always  ealily  remedy  it.  They 
make  ufe  of  certain  canes  to  write  with,  m)t  knowing  the  ule  of  goofe  quills,  and  other 
birds.     They  do  not  read  as  we  do,  from  the  left  to  the  right,  but  quil«  contrary,  from 
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the  right  to  the  left,  after  the  manner  of  the  Jews.  They  begin  alfo  their  books  as  tlicy 
do,  that  is  to  fay,  where  we  end  ;  yet  they  obfcrve  not  altogether  the  manner  of  the 
Jews  writing,  to  wit,  from  right  to  left,  but,  turning  their  paper  fide-ways,  write 
a-crofs. 

One  cannot  imagine  what  vafl;  fums  the  Chriftians  of  mount  Libanus  pay  to  the 
"Turks  ;  bcfides  the  Caragc,  which  is  an  ordinary  tribute,  they  make  daily  new  Avanges, 
and  continual  extortions.     The  Carage  is  great,  for  every  one  pays  feparately  for  his 
goods,  pcrfon,  and  his  religion.    The  fccond  tribute  amounts  to  feventccn  crowns  a  head, 
as  well  for  children  of  nine  or  ten  years  of  age,  as  tor  men.     'I'lie  hrfl  is  a  crown 
for  every  eight  feet  of  land  one  pofleffeth.     The  emir  Elias,  the  governor  of  the  conntry 
for  the  iultan,  fends  to  gather  thcfe  tributes ;  and,  although  the  Grand  Seignior  hath 
fixed  the  fum  he  is  to  collecl  for  all  the  year,  yet  he  ceafcth  not  to  demand  more.    And 
the   receiver  comes  not  hither  fimply  to  take  the  air ;  if  they  do  not  pay,  forthwith 
comes  another  receiver,  who  augments  the  fum  ;  the  which  they  call  the  Carage,  or 
Tribute  of  Solicitation,  and  the  longer  they  retard   the  payment  the  more  the  fum  in- 
creafeth.     Wherefore  it  comes  to  pafs  that,  if  any  one  has  not  his  money  ready,  he  is 
obliged  to  take  it  from  the  Turks  upon  very  great  intcrefl ;  and,  if  he  finds  himfelf  un- 
willing to  accept  of  it  upon  the  conditions,  he  is  conflrained  to  fell  his   land  forthwith 
for  as  much  as  he  can  get  for  it  ;  infomuch  that  it  happens  oftentimes,  that  one  lofeth  a 
great  inheritance,  or  a  tenement  of  four  or  five  thoufand  crowns  value,  for  a  very  i'mall 
matter  ;  nay,  fomctimes  for  a  crown.     The  dead  pay  their  Carage  as  well  as  the  living, 
for,  as  the  Grand  Seignior  efteems  himfelf  abfolute  mailer  of  the  country,  and  of  all  the 
eflates  of  the  inhabitants,  to  whom  he  grants  only  the  ufe  of  them,  he  believes,  that  in 
cafe  of  mortality,  all  their  poflefilons  ought  to  return  to  him,  and  by  confcquence  the 
right  heirs  or  tellators,  if  they  have  a  mind  to  enjoy  them  peaceably,  ought  to  pay  him 
a  certain  fum   proportionable  to  the  eflates  they  inherit.     Some  pay  ten  or  a  dozen 
crowns,  others  forty  or  fifty  ;  and  it  amounts  fometimes  to  an  hundred  or  two  of  crowns, 
or  more.     There  is  a  perion  who  rangeth  the  country  up  and  down  continually,  for  to 
learn  who  are  dead,  to  the  end  he  may  raife  the  tribute.     If  any  one  has  been  lately 
interred  he  foon  perceives  it,  and  caufeth  them  alfo  oftentimes  to  open  the  graves,  to  fee 
if  there  be  any  newly  dead. 

Moreover,  if  any  one  has  bufinefs  neccfiary  to  be  treated  about  with  the  Emir,  be  it 
to  demand  a  favour  or  juflice,  he  concludes  nothing  but  by  the  force  of  money.  No 
perfon  durft  appear  before  this  judge  without  large  fums  and  prefents  ;  he  that  carries 
mofl,  receives  mofl  profit ;  and  it  is  almoft  incredible  how  much  money  he  fqueezeth 
from  thefe  poor  people  in  a  year,  nay  every  day,  fo  infupportable  is  the  tyranny  of  the 
Turks,  and  fo  miferable  is  the  condition  of  them  who  live  under  their  dominion.  The 
\-iolence  is  too  great,  and  I  cannot  believe  it  can  be  endured  any  long  time  ;  many  of 
them  are  already  withdrawn,  and  have  abandoned  their  lands  and  houfes ;  others  depart 
daily,  and  go  into  other  countries,  being  no  longer  able  to  indure  the  grand  impofitions 
wherewith  they  are  furcharged.  They  choofe  rather  to  live  in  the  poverty  and  ;ifllic- 
tjons  of  a  voluntary  banilhment,  than  to  remain  with  their  eflates  in  their  own  country, 
under  fo  infupportable  a  tyranny.  Although  thefe  are  withdrawn,  the  Emir  pretends 
he  will  lofe  upon  that  confideration  none  of  the  ordinary  tribute :  he  is  paid  yearly  by 
the  two  deacons,  two  thoufand  crowns  for  thefe  abandoned  eflates,  part  of  which  they 
pay  out  of  their  own  pockets,  and  the  refl  is  paid  by  the  people,  to  the  end  he  fend  not 
anv  Turks  into  thofr  places  for  to  poffefs  them  ;  but  I  fhall  no  longer  detain  the  reader 
with  the  relation  of  a  thing  fo  fad  and  deplorable, 
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Chap.  XIII.  —  Of  their  Ecclejiqfiics  and  Religious, 

WE  mud  now  begin  to  fpeak  of  the  belief  and  religion  of  thefe  people  ;  and  for 
your  better  underftanding  you  mull  know,  they  have,  as  all  others,  laics,  ecclcfiaftics, 
and  religious  ;  but,  having  fufficiently  fpoken  of  the  laics,  v.e  are  now  to  fay  fomething 
of  the  ecclefiaflics  and  religious. 

The  clergy  have  their  degrees,  as  well  facrcd  as  not  facred :  this  pretty  hierarchy, 
which  has  been  eftablifhed  in  the  church,  is  perfeflly  rcprefentcd  in  the  perfoii  of  the 
patriarch,  who  is  fubjoift  to  the  pope,  and  that  of  divers  bilhops,  and  of  a  good  number 
of  priefts,  who  are  governed  by  the  biihops.  The  patriarch  and  the  bifliops  keep  a  per- 
petual celibate,  and  there  are  none  but  the  monks  that  are  admitted  to  this  dignity,  for 
there  are  none  but  thefe  that  live  unmarried.  If  they  take  any  one  that  has  broken  this 
order,  they  lock  him  up  forthwith  in  a  monaftery,  and  he  eats  no  more  bread. 

There  are  two  forts  of  bilhops  amonglt  them,  one  of  which  are  but  mere  abbots  of 
monafteries,  and  have  no  care  of  fouls  upon  them  ;  they  have  neither  the  mark  nor 
epifcopal  habit,  but  are  drefled  as  other  monks  are,  and  have  only  this  privilege,  that 
they  carry  the  mitre  and  crofs  in  finging  of  mafs.  The  other  have  under  their  govern- 
ments the  greatefl  churches,  and  wear  a  veil  nethermoft  altogether,  according  to  the 
mode  of  the  country,  and  over  that  a  Spain,  or  violet-coloured  cloth,  which  defcends 
dovm  to  the  ground,  with  a  very  great  blue  turban.  The  patriarch  is  clothed  in  the 
fame  manner  as  the  bifliops,  and  it  is  he  alone  that  hath  the  particular  jurifdiction  of  all 
mount  Libanus,  excepting  fome  places  too  remote  from  him,  where  he  placeth  fome 
bifliop  for  that  end  ;  but,  as  he  cannot  always  in  perfon  vifit  fo  great  an  extent  of  land, 
which  is  very  difficult,  he  keeps  by  him  two  or  three  bilhops,  one  of  which  applies  himfelf 
particularly  to  the  adminiflration  of  Caunubin,  where  the  patriarch  refideth,  and  to  col- 
lefl:  the  taxes  and  revenues  of  the  country,  which  amount  to  three  or  four  thoufand 
crowns.  He  fends  the  other  here  and  there  into  diiferent  places,  for  to  vifit  the  churches, 
and  fupply  their  neceflities.  There  are,  moreover,  three  other  bifhops  without  thefe 
mountains,  which  have  alfo  their  jurifdiftion  apart,  but  yet  with  a  dependence  upon  the 
fame  patriarch  ;  one  of  which  refides  at  Damas,  the  other  at  Aleppo,  and  the  third  in 
the  ifle  of  Cyprus.  Every  one  has  the  care  of  the  Maronites,  which  have  a  dependence 
on  him. 

The  other  prieRs,  and  with  much  more  reafon  the  deacons  and  fub-deacons,  can,  at 
lead,  if  tlicy  be  not  monks,  marry  before  they  receive  holy  orders,  which  they  are  the 
rather  constrained  to  do,  becaufe  the  people  look  not  favourably  upon  them  if 
they  be  not  married,  efpecially  fuch  as  arc  young  ;  and  the  bifhops  do  with  great  diffi- 
culty admit  them  into  orders,  if  tiiey  confine  not  themfelves  into  the  monalleries  or  do 
net  marry.  The  deacons,  fub-deacons,  and  the  other  inferior  clerks,  have  no  other  habit 
but  fuch  as  the  laics  wear.  The  priefls  are  not  diflinguiihed  but  by  a  blue  turban, 
which  they  wear  a  little  lefs  than  that  of  the  bifhops  ;  and,  as  to  the  reft,  they  do  no 
way  differ  from  others. 

The  religious  have  none  of  that  difUniStion  of  order  and  profefTion  that  is  ufod  clfe- 
where,  they  are  all  alike :  1  am  perfuaded  that  thefe  monks  are  the  renmants  of  thofc 
ancient  hermits  which  lived  feparate  from  mankind,  and  dwelled  in  great  numbers  in 
the  defarts  of  Syria  and  Paleftine  ;  there  are  excellent  authors  that  have  treated  ot  them, 
and  I  believe  1  have  mylelf  good  proofs  for  to  fupport  that  opinion. 

The  firfl  are  the  places  of  their  abode  ;  for  their  refidence  is  not  in  delicious  plains, 
or  on  pleafant  little  hills,  accommodated  with  agreeable  profpecis,  nor  m  well-peopled 
citiesand  places  frequented  by  men,  but  they  are  retired  to  the  uioll  abitrufe  parts  of 
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thefe  mountains,  fcparated  from  all  commerce,  and  livinjr  under  great  rocks ;  fo  thnt 
they  fecm  to  dwell  in  grots  and  caverns,  fit  rather  for  wild  beafls  than  habitations  for  men. 

Their  poor  and  ordinary  apparel  ferves  for  a  fecond  proof:  they  wear  but  a  pitif j!, 
unvaluable,  ill-fliaped  coat,  wherein  they  wrap  themfelves,  with  a  black  caul  upon  th.-ir 
heads  ;  and  this  veftment  defcends  only  from  the  flioulders  to  the  girdle,  without  any 
thincj  to  cover  their  flioulders  withal ;  neither  is  there  any  other  habit  cut  according  to 
the  fafliion  of  thefe,  that  are  ufed  amongfl;  all  the  community  of  their  religious. 

Their  manner  of  living  furnifhed  us  with  a  third  proof:  they  live  only  upon  that 
•which  the  earth  itfelf  produceth,  and  never  eat  any  fielh,  though  they  be  fick  and  in 
danger  of  death.  As  for  wine,  they  very  rarely  drink  any.  They  have  no  particular 
rules,  nor  written  conflitutions,  for  to  be  obferved  by  every  one,  as  may  be  feen  in  all 
other  religious  houfcs  who  are  eftablifned  to  live  in  community.  Tliey  make  no  exprefs 
profeflion  of  the  three  vows  of  religion  ;  to  wit,  poverty,  chaftity,  and  obedience  j  but, 
when  they  are  received  into  the  monaftery  where  they  make  profefTion,  one  holds  a 
book  in  his  hand  and  reads  only  fomething  that  belongs  to  them,  advertifing  them,  that 
they  ought  to  live  in  continence,  and  adds  many  the  like  things.  Thefe  advertifements 
are  fufiicient  to  make  them  keep  a  perfeft  chaftity.  You  fhall  never  hear  any 
fcandalous  or  ill  report  of  them,  although  they  continually  go  alone  up  and  down,  and 
ftay  oftentimes  many  days  together  out  of  their  monaftery.  They  have  goods  and 
money  of  their  own,  and  can  difpofe  thereof  at  their  death.  If  they  have  no 
longer  a  mind  to  ftay  in  the  monaftery,  they  go  into  anothe)',  without  the  leave 
of  their  fuperiors. 

In  the  fourth  place,  they  are  never  permitted  to  exercife  any  ecclefiaftical  fundion  ; 
they  have  no  fpiritual  exercife  in  common  for  the  good  of  their  neighbour,  and  have  no 
power  either  to  preach  or  confefs,  fo  that  they  are  only  for  themfelves. 

In  the  fifth  place,  they  give  to  their  fuperiors  and  chiefs  the  name  of  Abbot,  as  the 
hermits  did  of  old. 

Finally,  I  (hall  take  for  the  fixth  and  lafl:  proof,  the  name  they  bear  of  the  monks  of 
St.  Anthony  ;  and  it  is  this  that  ought  to  make  fome  imprelTions  upon  the  fpirits  of  thofe 
who  would  fearch  out  the  caufe  why  thofe  religious  are  fo  called. 

Has  this  good  man  ever  founded  any  religious  houfe  for  to  Kve  in  community  ?  Did 
he  not  live  afolitary  and  hermedcal  life  in  the  defarts  of  Egypt,  exercifing  the  funftion. 
of  abbot,  in  regard  to  thofe  that  led  the  fame  life  of  himfelf  ?  There  is,  therefore,  rea- 
fon  to  believe  that  this  was  the  true  original  of  the  monks,  which  are  at  this  day  in 
mount  Libanus,  and  which  are  called  the  monks  of  St.  Anthony.  Many  have  imagined 
that  they  were  reduced  to  that  poverty  they  live  in,  through  the  continual  opprelFion  of 
the  Turks,  who  obliged  them  to  labour  and  culdvate  the  earth  ;  but  I  do  not  doubt  but 
that  was  the  end  of  their  conftitudon,  for  fo  much  as  the  holy  hermits  and  fervants  of 
God,  for  to  fhim  idlenefs,  and  gain  their  living  by  the  indullry  of  their  own  hands, 
accuftomed  themfelves  to  labour  for  a  good  part  of  the  day  ;  thefe  fame  had  many  per- 
fons  under  them,  whom  they  employed  in  the  hardeft  labours,  and  they  contented  them- 
felves to  carry  on  the  fame  and  render  it  lefs  painful.  As  to  their  hofpitality,  the  ufe 
whereof,  perhaps,  they  have  preferved  fince  their  foundation,  they  highly  exercife  it, 
efpecially  in  the  monaftery  of  Caunubin,  where  there  is  kept  an  open  table  for  all  the 
year  round,  admittance  being  never  forbid,  not  only  to  the  Maronites  and  other  Chrif- 
tians,  but  alfo  to  the  Turks,  and  all  comers,  who  are  welcome  to  eat  what  they 
pleafe,  w-hich  is  the  caufe  of  vafl  expence  unto  them ;  for,  as  it  is  the  ordinary  refidence 
of  the  patriarch,  it  is  incredible  what  muldtudes  are  drawn  thither  daily,  either  through 
neceffity,  guriofity,  bufmefs,  or  fome  other  matter, 

8  Chap. 


St   THK    REV.   FATHER   /EROM   DANDINI. 


495 


Chap.  XIV.  —  Of  the  Errors  that  have  been  impofcd  upon  them. 

I  DISCOVERED,  with  much  evidence,  the  abufes  whereof  I  am  about  to  Tpeaky 
and  Ibme  others  of  the  fame  nature,  which  made  me  open  my  eyes,  and  apply  myfelf 
w^ith  all  indullry  to  every  thing  that  might  regard  their  belief,  not  only  becaufe  thefe 
matters  were  of  very  great  importance,  being  the  foundation  of  all  religion,  but  alfc» 
becaufe  I  had  learned  that,  fome  years  pafl,  they  had  been  attributed  unto  them  amongft 
other  errors. 

1.  That  there  was  in  Jefus  Chrift  but  one  nature,  to  wit,  the  divine. 

2.  That  the  Holy  Ghofl:  proceeded  only  from  the  Father. 

3.  That  all  the  Trinity  was  incarnated,  died  on  the  crofs,  and  rofe  again.  And  thofe 
that  attributed  thefe  errors  unto  them,  faid,  that  that  was  the  reafon  why  ihcv  added  to 
the  trifagion,  which  is  fung  by  the  angels,  Q^ui  natus  es  pro  nobis,  qui  cnicijixus  es  pro 
nobis,  qui  Jurre\tjli  isf  afccndijli  in  calwn  pro  nobis  mifcrere  nobis  ;  as  if  tlicy  retained  the 
ancient  errors  condemned  in  the  fifth  council  of  Conftantinople. 

4.  That  an  hufband  might  put  away  his  wile,  and  take  another,  if  llie  comuutted 
adultery,  or  for  other  reafons. 

ij.  That  there  is  no  original  fin. 

6.  That  the  fouls  that  d-parted  from  their  bodies  faw  not  heaven  for  to  be  there  re- 
warded, nor  fell  to  be  there  punilhed,  but  that  they  attended  for  thct  till  the  univcrfal 
judgment :  and  that,  in  the  mean  time,  they  remained  in  a  place  where  there  was  neither 
grief  nor  joy. 

7.  That  it  is  lawful  to  deny  one's  belief  outwardly,  and  alfo  by  words,  provided  it  be 
treafurcd  up  in  the  heart. 

8.  That  the  facrament  of  confirmation  was  not  diftinft  from  baptifm. 
g.  That  they  gave  the  eucliaiill  to  young  children. 

Although  1  ufed  all  my  own  induflry  to  be  informed  of  thefe  errors,  and  ejnployed 
others  for  that  purpofe,  yet  I  could  never  difcover  but  two  of  them,  to  wit,  the  repudia* 
tion  of  their  wives,  and  the  communion  which  they  gave  to  children.  I  am  very  well 
falisfied  that  the  firfl  is  not  an  error,  whereof  the  whole  nation  ought  to  be  accufcd, 
as  if  it  approved  of  this  divorcement,  but  an  accident  that  happened  two  or  three  times, 
which  had  been  fomented  through  the  violence  and  tyranny  of  the  Turks,  \\  ho  favoured 
the  defigns  of  fome  profligates  who  had  put  away  their  wives  to  miu^ry  others  of  whom 
they  were  enamoured.  Thefe  fort  of  people,  being  not  able  to  obtain  the  confent 
of  the  patriarch  to  marry  them,  had  recourfe  to  the  Emir,  who  gave  them,  for  tlieir 
money,  permillion  to  do  it,  giving  them  his  letters  to  the  patriarch  to  excuie  them,  who 
dilfemblcd  his  refontmonts  thereof  upon  jufl:  confiderations.  It  is  certain  that,  the  like 
cafe  happening  at  the  time  of  my  being  there,  the  patriarch  would  no  ways  conlent 
thereto  ;  but,  not  being  able  to  remedy  it,  he  was  obliged  to  p;ds  it  by.  In  regard  to 
the  fecond  error,  it  is  common  to  all,  neither  can  it  be  efleeuied  an  error,  nor  herefy,. 
fuice  the  church  hiilh  heretofore  praC;lifed  the  fame  thing  for  a  long  time.  As  for  the 
other  errors,  I  underllood  very  well  liiat  they  had  been  talfely  charged  with  them  ; 
however,  haviv.g  read  in  one  of  their  books,  1  know  not  what,  concerning  one  will  and 
one  tipcratio.'  in  Jefus  Chrill,  and  lome  other  impure  things,  1  refolvtd  to  put  all  thefe 
articles  feparatoly  into  writing,  and  to  propofe  each  in  particular  to  tlie  fynod,  when  it 
ftould  bo  uiTenibled,  before  it  came  to  the  reformation  of  abufes. 
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Chap.  XV.  —  0/  the  Affmbling  of  a  Synod,  and  of  the  Profejfion  of  Faith  that  a\7; 

mode  there. 

AFTER  I  had  informed  myfelf  of  all  things  as  well  as  pofTibly  I  could,  I  applied  all 
my  cares  to  give  notice  forthwith  of  the  fynod,  for  which  I  had  fuch  a  dcfire,  to  the 
bilhops,  two  deacons,  and  to  the  moll  undcrllaiuling  clergy.  Tiiey  alfeinhled  the  28tli  of 
December,  which  is  the  i8th  according  to  the  computation  of  the  Maronites,  who  have 
not  received  the  reformation  of  the  kalcndar  of  Gregory  XIII,  The  patriarch  then, 
and  thofe  which  were  fummoned,  linding  themfelves  together,  read  publicly  the  pope's 
brief,  which  contained  my  million,  and  the  authority  I  had  from  his  holinefs  ;  and,  as 
every  one  remained  filent,  I  expofed  unto  them  at  large  the  reafons  that  had  moved  me 
to  convocate  this  alTembly.  I  reprefented  unto  them  the  importance  of  it,  and  entertained 
them,  at  the  fame  time,  with  the  great  care  and  aft'edion  his  holinefs  had  towards 
them  ;  then  I  fpokc  a  few  words  to  the  bifhops  in  particular,  touching  their  duty,  and 
the  charge  they  had  of  the  church, 

I  divided  the  matters  to  be  treated  of  into  three  heads  ;  the  firfl:  whereof  related  to 
their  belief ;  the  fecond  to  the  young  Maronites,  that  were  to  be  fent  from  that  country 
to  Rome  ;  and  thirdly,  to  thofe  that  would  be  fent  back  again  from  Rome  unto  them. 
As  I  was  ready  to  open  the  fynod  witii  the  matters  that  regarded  the  belief  and  confor- 
mity of  their  religion  to  the  church  of  Rome,  I  was  interrupted  by  the  patriarch,  who 
teflified  his  having  received  much  difpleafure  about  a  fynod  that  had   been  held  fome 
years  ago  from  Rome,  protefting  that  neither  he  nor  his  predeceflbr  had  done  nor  ap- 
proved of  what  was  tranfaded ;  whereupon   he  detefled  ahd  anathemi/ced  the  errors 
which    had  been  impofed  upon  them   and   the    nation.     He  anathemized  all  thofe 
that  held  them,  or  had  ever  held  them,  alluring  us,  that  he  had  always  followed,  and 
would  dill  for  the  future,  the  church  of  Rome.     To  which  words  the  prime  deacon, 
being  tranfported  with  zeal,  added  thefe,  '  Yes,  we  will  follow,  and  never  feparate  in 
any  part  from  it,  whatever  mifery  may  befall  us.'     Indeed,  I  conceived   much  joy  to 
fee  that  the  beginning  was  accompanied  with  fo  firm  a  refolution,  and  fuch  great  ftead- 
faftnefs  of  fpirit,  fo  that  it  encouraged  me  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  I  believed  I  had  no 
farther  fearch  to  make  to  render  me  certain  of  my  enquiries.     However,  to  be  more 
afTured,  and  alfo  to  juflify  them,  I  applied  myfelf  to  examine  all  the  errors,  one  after 
another,  and  that  every  one  in  particular  fhould  declare  his  belief.     AH,  with  one  con- 
fent  agreed,  without  any  difpute  or  controverfy,  and  made  profefllon  together  of  the 
following  articles. 

I.  That  there  is  in  Jefus  Chrift  but  one  perfon  which  is  divine,  with  two  natures,  two 
wills,  and  two  operations  ;  one  of  which  is  divine,  the  other  human.  It  was  a  great 
comfort  to  me  to  fee  in  all  their  books  very  ample  teftimonies  of  this  truth  ;  I  found 
alfo  particular  works  compofed  upon  this  fubjeft,  which  were  well  handled,  and  filled 
uith  a  great  number  of  authorities  di'awn  from  the  Old  and  New  Tellanient,  as  well  as 
from  the  Latin  and  Greek  fathers. 

n.  That  the  Holy  Ghofl  proceeded  from  the  Father  and  Son,  as  from  the  only  prin- 
ciple ;  that  which  is  read,  not  only  by  them  in  divers  places  of  their  books,  but  alio  fuch 
as  is  rehcarfed  by  them  in  the  creed.  Qui  cji,  patre  &  filio  procedit„ 

lU.  That  the  Son  alone  was  incarnated,  and  not  the  whole  Trinity ;  as  alfo  who  was 
born,  died,  who  rofe  again,  and  who  afcended  into  heaven  ;  and,  for  that  reafon,  they 
took  the  word  Trifagion  two  manner  of  ways,  applying  it  fometimes  to  the  whole  Tri- 
nity, fometimes  to  the  fecond  Perfon  only  ;  but,  when  they  took  it  for  the  firft,  they 
*•  6  added 
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added  it  not  at  all ;  but  when  for  the  fecond,  they  added  it  by  coherence  to  the  in- 
carnation, birth,  death,  and  other  the  like  things,  which  truly  agreed  with  Jefus 
Chrifl. 

IV.  That  it  might  be  judged  by  their  aftions,  that  they  acknowledged  a  place  of 
purgatory,  and  original  fin  ;  that  the  firft  was  fufficiently  fet  forth  by  their  alms 
and  prayers. 

V.  That  the  fecond  proved  itfelf  plainly  by  the  baptifm  they  gave  to  little  infants, 
to  the  end,  that  being  waflied  and  cleimfed  of  their  fins,  they  might  obtain  eternal  life, 
although  they  had  committed  no  acl:ual  fin  that  required  their  being  waflied  and  cleanfed 
by  that  facrament,  knowing  that  8l.  Auguftine  made  often  ufe  of  that  argument,  to  prove 
that  fame  truth  againft  the  Pelagians  of  his  time. 

VI.  That  fouls,  generally  fpeaking,  when  they  depart  from  the  body,  go  ftraight  to 
heaven  to  enjoy  blellbdnefs,  or  to  hell,  to  be  there  eternally  punifhed,  or  for  a  time  to 
purgatory. 

VII.  That  it  is  never  lawful  to  deny  one's  faith  in  words,  as  Jefus  Chrifl  himfelf 
manifeflly  declared  :  '  He  that  denies  me  before  men,  him  w  ill  I  alfo  deny  before  my 
Father  which  is  in  heaven.' 

VIII.  Finally,  that  in  marriage  they  permitted  fometimes  a  feparation  of  living,  but 
that  nothing  but  death  was  able  to  dilTolve  the  bond  of  matrimony,  in  fuch  a  manner, 
as  that  it  w;vs  lawful  for  the  hulband  to  efpoufe  another,  conformable  to  thofe  words  of 
Jefus  Chrift,  which  are  fo  exprelTed :  '  Whofoever  puts  away  his  wife,  and  marries 
another,  commits  adultery.' 

I  failed  not  to  objeft,  and  lay  before  them,  thofe  books  wherein  I  found  fome  errors  : 
they  made  anfwer,  that  they  were  not  their  true  books,  but  that  they  had  been  mali- 
ciouily  contrived  by  the  Jacobins,  and  difperfed  amongft  their  nation;  that  as  to  the  reft, 
their  booke  were  very  different,  and  that  the  pope  had  received  falfe  information  of 
them  ;  which  fatisfied  me  fo  much  the  more,  becaufe  in  their  actions  I  difcovered  that 
it  was  fo  in  effect.  I  faw  in  their  books,  which  they  acknowledged  for  true,  nothing 
but  what  was  catholic ;  and  as  others  have  not  made  that  diftinftion  with  exactnefs 
enough,  one  ought  not  to  be  aftoniflied,  if  they  return  to  Rome  with  fiich  contrary 
informations.  Wherefore  having  received,  by  what  is  here  demonftrated,  and  by  many 
other  enquiries  and  circumftances  tranfafted  in  this  fynod,  plenary  fatisfadion  of  the 
firmnefs  of  their  belief,  we  made  feveral  canons  to  reform  the  abufes  amonglt  them, 
and  to  confirm  the  profeflion  they  made  here  of  their  faith,  and  added  what  other  things 
we  thought  neceffary  to  oblige  them  to  a  firm  conftancy  therein. 

CiiAP.  XVI.  —  Of  the  Maron'iics  that  were  tobcfcnt  to  Rome;  and  of  thofe  that  fhould 
return  from  thence  into  their  own  Country. 

I  WAT)  yet  faid  nothing  of  two  points,  that  belonged  to  my  commiflion ;  the  firft 
hi'.d  regard  to  the  voung  IMaronites,  that  they  fliould  be  fent  to  the  college  at  Rome, 
to  be  inftruded  there ;  and  the  fecond,  to  thofe  who  had  finiflied  their  iludies  there, 
and  fliould  be  fent  back  to  them  to  labour,  and  aflift  their  brethren  in  all  fjiiritual  con- 
cerns. As  to  the  firft,  we  encountered  no  difl^culty  in  it ;  for  fo  foon  as  we  declar*'d 
i>ur  defires,  it  was  unanimoudy  conllnteil  to.  See  what  was  propofed  ;  that  all  thofe 
that  ftiould  be  fent  to  Rome  Ihoidd  not  be  dull  and  llupid,  and  that  they  ihould  at 
leaft  be  able  to  read  and  write,  and  have  fome  knowledge  in  the  rudiments  of  grammar, 
to  the  end  that  they  might  be  focmer  ferviceable  to  their  country  ;  wherefore,  it  was 
neceffary  they  fliould  fend  them  of  the  age  of  fourteen  j  that  tliey  fliould  not  put  them 
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on  the  way  to  Rome,  before  they  had  given  information  hereof  a  year  before ;  that 
thofe  wliom  they  fliould  chul'e  in  one  or  many  places,  according  to  the  convenicncy 
they  found,  fhculd  be  accompanied  in  their  voyage  with  prudent  and  faithful  perfons  ; 
thai;  they  fliould  not  go  afliore  in  the  ide  of  Cyprus,  but  pafs  directly  for  Venice,  from 
whence  they  might  come  to  Rome. 

As  to  the  fecond  article,  we  employed  much  more  time  and  v.ords ;  the  difficulties 
proceeded  as  well  from  the  poverty  of  the  churches,  which  had  no  revenues  to  enter- 
tain the  priefts,  as  from  the  cppreillon  of  the  Turks  ;  wherefore  1  firil  conferred  in 
particular,  then  publicly  with  the  two  deacons :  I  propofed  unto  them,  in  refpect  of 
thofe  who  were  already  come  from  the  college  at  Rome,  or  who  fhould  return  for  the 
future  for  the  cure  of  fouls,  that  they  (l.ould  be  fupplied  from  the  temporalities;  and 
befides,  that  they  fhould  be  exempt  from  the  tribute  which  every  one  pays  for  his  head 
to  the  grand  feignior.  I'hey  returned  me  a  very  civil  and  chrifl'ian  anfwcr,  and  pro- 
mifed  to  do  what  I  propofed  unto  them,  and  at  the  fan\e  time  iiitreated  me,  thai  I 
would  obtain  from  his  holinefs  a  fmall  penfion,  for  the  fubf'flence  of  thefe  labourers  : 
I  afTured  them  I  would  ufe  my  endeavour,  and  with  fo  much  the  more  confidence  ta 
fucceed,  for  that  having  forel'een  their  demand,  I  had  already  entertaLiied  his  holinefs 
therewith,  who  had  in  a  manner  given  me  his  word  for  it. 

I  made  known  unto  them,  on  the  part  of  the  pope,  what  difpleafure  he  had  con- 
ceived, to  fee  at  this  prefent  time  amongft  them  a  fmall  number  of  excellent  labourers, 
recommendable  for  their  doftrine  and  piety,  unemployed  ;  I  then  propofed  employ- 
ments for  them,  and  for  fuch  as  for  the  future  fliould  return  from  Rome  ;  in  the 
mean  time,  as  it  was  neceliary  they  fhould  be  provided  with  good  and  faithful  paflors, 
which  fhould  have  a  perfed;  knowledge  of  the  church  of  Rome,  with  which  tliey  were 
willing  to  keep  an  union,  I  added,  that  thefe  perfons  might  very  ufefully  be  employed 
there,  in  making  the  mofh  capable  of  them  bifhops,  who  fliould  govern  the  people  ; 
which  was  fo  much  the  more  neceffary,  feeing  they  had  then  three  or  four  bifnoprics 
vacant,  to  the  great  prejudice  of  fouls  ;  and  that  of  others  they  might  make  pricfls, 
curates,  and  preachers.  They  had  already  employed  fome  of  them  to  catcchife  children 
and  the  ignorant,  to  read  leilons  of  cafes  of  conlcience  to  the  priefts,  to  correal  their 
fufpefted  and  heretical  books,  and  to  compofe  others  which  fliould  be  proper  and  ne- 
ceflary  for  the  nation.  They  might  alfo  keep  fome  of  them  near  the  patriarch  and 
bifhops,  to  fatisfy  any  dithculties  they  might  encounter,  to  accompany  them  in  their 
vifits,  and  alfo  to  vifit  fome  churches,  or  to  go  ibmetinies  one  way,  ibmetimes  another, 
according  to  the  occafions  they  had  for  them.  Not  to  fpeak  of  other  neceflities,  that 
might  daily  occur,  I  let  them  underftand,  that  they  ought  to  have  recourfe  to  prayer, 
for  to  render  God  thanks  for  fending  of  fuch  labourers  amongft  them,  endowed  with  the 
necciTary  qualifications. 

My  difcourfe  was  fo  evident,  that  they  all  anfwered  with  one  accord,  that  '  it  fhould 
be  done  for  the  future  ;'  the  p;triarch  promifed  it  very  freely  :  and  as  there  was  now 
no  matter  of  importance  undone,  and  it  was  to  be  feared,  left  they  rendered  themfelves 
fufpicious  to  the  Turks,  if  the  fynod  lafted  any  longer,  particularly  becaufe  of  a  great 
concourfe  of  people  that  flocked  thither  daily,  amongil  whom  were  alfo  found  Turks, 
the  afTcmbly  was  difmilfed,  and  every  one  had  the  liberty  to  retire  to  his  own 
habitadon. 


Chap. 
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Chap.  XVII.  —  Of  the  Death  of  the  Patriarch,  and  of  the  Ek£l\on  of  another. 

AS  foon  as  the  fynod  was  diflblved,  and  the  affairs  that  I  treated  with  the  patriarch 
t\ere  tern^iinated,  I  took  iny  leave  of  him,  feeing  nothing  that  might  hinder  and  flop  my 
return  to  Italy  ;  my  defign  neverthely/s  was  not  to  go  thither  fpeedily,  but  firft  to  vilit 
fomc  of  the  principal  monafteries,  and  give  the  bifhops  fome  fatisfaction,  who  lived 
th>erc,  and  entreated  my  company.  I  had  refolved  to  go  from  thence  as  far  as  Daniss, 
for  to  fee  the  bifhops  and  Maronites  of  thofe  parts,  for  I  judged  it  very  dangerous  to 
go  to  Aleppo.  From  Damas  I  was  to  return  to  Cannubin,  to  fee  in  what  manner 
tliey  obfcrvcd  the  order  that  had  been  made,  and  to  depart  from  thence  for  Jerufalem, 
before  my  return  to  Rome.  I  went  therefore  diredly,  with  my  companions  and  fome 
others,  to  the  monaReries  of  Chfaia  and  St.  Anthony  ;  thefs  two  monafleries  are  fo 
near  one  to  anther,  thut  they  fecm  almofl  to  bo  in  the  fame  place :  there  were  in  one 
cif  them  two  nephews  of  the  patriarch,  one  of  whom  was  arclibifhop  and  abbot  of  the 
monaflery,  and  fbffragan  to  the  fame  patriarch ;  in  the  other  he  had  three  other  brothers, 
which  were  all  three  archbifliops.  We  went  from  thence  to  Eden,  which  is  the  mofl 
conliderable  place  of  thefe  mountains ;  we  were  received  there  very  honourably,  and 
with  great  demonflrations  of  joy. 

From  Eden  we  went  to  the  monaflery  of  St.Serglus,  which  is  not  above  a  milediflant 
from  thence.  We  were  always  accompanied  with  better  fort  of  people,  who  walked  on 
foot  before  our  mules,  and  out  of  the  refpedl  they  bore  to  the  pope,  and  in  honour 
to  us,  they  would  fmg  certain  fongs  and  fpiritual  airs,  which  they  ufually  fung  as  they 
marched  before  the  patriarch,  and  other  j)erlbns  of  quality.  Being  arrived  at  the  mo- 
naflery,  we  went  to  falute  the  abbot,  who  was  an  archbifliop,  exceeding  aged :  we 
were  no  fooner  entered  into  the  church,  but  there  came  a  man  with  all  fpeed,  being 
fent  on  purpofe  from  Cannubin,  that  brought  us  the  news,  that  the  patriarch  lav  a 
dying,  and,  if  I  defigned  to  fee  him  alive,  I  fliould  lofe  no  time :  wherefore,  without 
any  further  delay,  \ve  took  our  leave  of  this  good  old  man,  and  returned  with  all  fpeed 
to  Cannubin,  but  it  was  impolTible  for  us  to  arrive  there  until  two  hours  after  his 
death  :  it  was  on  the  fifth  of  Ottober,  according  to  our  calendar,  and,  on  the  twenty- 
fifth  of  September,  by  their  computation  ;  we  found  him  in  the  church  fitting  in  a  chair, 
clad  in  his  facred  habits,  having  the  mitre  on  his  head,  and  patriarchal  crofs  in  his  hand  : 
there  were  abundance  of  his  relations,  both  men  and  women  about  him,  who  wept  and 
beat  their  brcafls,  making  hideous  cries  all  night.  Next  day  came  a  multitude  of 
people  thither,  and  among  the  retl  a  great  number  of  prieRs,  who  afl'embled  to  inter 
him.  The  two  deacons  rendered  themfolves  there  likewife.  They  carried  him  at  noon 
to  the  ufual  burying-place  of  the  patriarchs,  which  wiis  not  above  a  mufquet  fhot  from 
thence,  and  then  hiid  him  in  that  grot,  fitting  in  a  wooden  chair,  according  to  tlieir 
cuRom. 

The  eleflion  of  the  patriarch  that  ought  to  fucceed,  and  govern  all  the  nation  in 
fpiritual  matters,  was  to  be  done  by  the  people,  and  there  is;  a  time  appointed  for  that, 
which  is  the  nineteenth  day  after  the  death  of  the  other ;  the  chiefs  of  that  aflembly 
were  very  urgent  with  me  to  Ray  and  afliR  at  that  cledlion,  affuring  me  they  would 
chule  that  perfon  I  fhould  name ;  but  I  thought  it  more  convenient  to  w  ithdraw,  and 
leave  the  election  entirely  free  to  themfelves.  I  confelV,  indeed,  I  had  regard  to  the 
complaints  that  were  made  of  the  former  patriarchs,  fo:  having  rendered  that  dignity 
as  hereditary  in  their  famil)  ;  as  they  had  already  two  brethren  tiut  had  been  patriarchs, 
the  matter  was  reduced  to  fuch  a  point,  that  the  archbifliop  and  abbot  of  Ciifaia  inufl 
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infallibly  fucceed  his  uncle,  becaufe  of  the  great  places  he  enjoyed,  and  alfo  of  the 
fpiritiial  relation  he  had  to  him  -,  who  had  added  to  the  fiimily  of  the  patriarch  all  the 
nobles  and  perfons  of  quality  of  that  country,  by  holding  of  their  children  to  baptifni : 
moreover,  the  archbilhopric  and  abbey  of  Chfaia  mud  have  been  given  to  his  brother, 
who  would  alfo  be  ]xatriarch  in  his  turn,  and  then  the  nephews  would  tread  in  the 
fame  ileps.  I  failed  not,  therefore,  that  day  to  entertain  the  deacon,  Joleph  Cater, 
herewith,  who  was  a  prudent  and  underflanding  man,  as  I  conferred  with  him  about 
foine  other  matters.  He  had,  indeed,  nothing  to  object  againlt  tiie  perlbn  of  that 
abbot,  except  that  having  always  been  confined  to  a  monaflery,  where  he  had  led  a 
hermitical  life,  it  was  phiin  he  had  but  little  experience,  efpecially  in  things  belonging 
to  a  jjaflor.  I  departed  the  day  following  for  Tripoli,  with  a  defign  to  flay  there 
during  the  eleftion  of  a  new  patriarch,  and  to  return  again  as  foon  as  I  fliould  hear  of  his 
being  eleded. 

The  people  flockcil  thither  from  all  parts,  far  and  near,  infomuch  that  they  amounted 
to  above  the  number  of  two  thoufand  on  the  day  of  election,  to  wit,  the  1 3th  of  October, 
according  to  our  calendar.  The  archbilhop  Jofeph  Rifi,  of  whom  we  have  already 
f])nken,  was  chofcn  by  the  plurality  of  voices  ;  he  elected  for  his  fulFragan,  and  to  vifit 
ail  the  churches  in  that  country,  Mofes  Anifio,  who  was  already  of  the  order  ofprieil- 
hood,  and  was  recommended  unto  him  by  fome  perfons  of  quality  ;  he  confecrated 
him  archbifliop,  and  took  for  his  archpriefl,  to  the  end  he  might  take  care  of  the 
lantl  of  Efdron,  his  country,  John  Bareck,  who  had  been  educated  at  the  college  in 
Rome,  and  whom  the  preceding  patriarch  had  made  priefl:,  according  to  the  right  of 
the  nation.  The  new  patriarch  gave  me  notice  of  the  election,  and  dcfired  me  to  return, 
and  fent  men  and  mules  to  conduft  me.  I  agreed  with  his  requeft,  and  went  with 
fpeed  :  he  teftified,  at  the  fight  of  me,  that  he  was  exceeding  joyful  for  my  return.  I 
treated  with  him  about  no  particular  affairs,  but  was  much  fatisfied  to  hear  him  declare, 
in  generous  terms,  the  good-will  he  had  to  acquit  his  charge  with  fidelity,  and  the 
great  care  he  would  take  of  the  fouls  under  his  conduct.  I  exhorted  him  to  continue, 
and  put  in  execution  fuch  laudable  defigns,  and  fo  took  my  leave  of  him,  in  order  to 
finifh  the  refolutions  I  had  formed  to  go  to  Jerufalem. 

Chap.  XVIII.  —  My  Return  from   Jerufalem  to  Tripoli,  and  thence  to  \Alaxandretta, 

ivitb  an  Accomit  of  Alexandretta. 

AFTER  I  had  fatisfied  the  intentions  of  his  holinefs,  and  had  feen  in  perfon  the 
holy  places  of  the  birth,  life,  death,  and  refurreftion  of  our  Lord,  I  returned  to  Tripoli, 
in  order  to  be  tranfported  to  Italy.  I\Iy  return  was  very  incommodious,  becaufe  of  the 
feafon,  and  of  my  being  embarked  in  the  month  of  December,  in  a  fmall  fhip  which 
let  in  water  on  all  fides,  fo  that  there  was  a  man  always  employed  to  pump  it  out.  This 
traverfe  is  at  leafl  two  hundred  miles,  but  thanks  be  to  God,  we  arrived  fafely  at 
Tripoli  before  Chriffmas,  for  our  confolation,  and  that  of  fome  Chriftian  merchants 
who  lived  there,  and  who  wanted  extremely  fome  fpiritual  fuccour  for  the  duties  of 
that  day. 

After  we  had  fpent  thai  feafl  as  devoutly  as  we  could,  we  had  a  conveniency  to  go 
for  Italy  and  for  Rome.  There  were  in  the  port  of  Tripoli  three  French  barques,  one 
of  which  was  bound  for  INlalta,  and  another  for  Sicily,  whence  it  would  have  been 
eafy  for  us  to  go  to  Naples,  and  from  thence  to  Rome ;  the  defire  we  had  to  fee  thefe 
iilands,  enticed  us  extremely  to  embark  in  one  of  thefe  veffels,  but  by  good  fortune, 
we  could  not  agree  with  the  mafters.     I  fay  by  good  fortune,  for  that  when  we  had 
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arrived  afterwards  at  Iftria,  we  underflood  that  one  of  their  barques  had  been  cart: 
away,  and  the  other  made  a  prize  by  the  EngliOi;  and  thus,  we  had  been  either  lofl  in 
the  fea  or  carried  prilbners  into  Enghtnd,  but  God  preferved  us  from  both.  We  re- 
folved  therefore  to  return  to  Venice,  and  underftanding  tliat  the  flii]),  wherein  we  had 
pafled  the  year  before,  was  ftill  at  Alexandretta,  from  whence  it  would  depaj't  on  the- 
lirlt  fair  weather,  we  were  exceeding  ghid  of  it,  becaufe  it  was  a  great  and  fafe  vefl'el  ;. 
the  only  difliculty  was  to  come  at  it,  which  we  furmounted  by  the  convenicncy  of  the 
third  French  barque,  whereof  we  had  fpokcn,  which  though  but  fmall,  was  good,  and 
well  rigged,  having  alfo  an  able  pilot.  We  then  changed  our  pilgrims  habit,  and 
clad  Ub  Hke  merchants,  having  a  furred  vert;  on,  as  thev  wear  them  in'the  Levant,  and  a 
toque  on  our  heads,  at  the  top  ot  which  was  a  band  of  ffriped  cloth,  which  repre- 
fented  the  form  of  a  turban,  according  to  the  'furkifli  manner.  Having  embarked  in 
this  veflcl,  with  provifions  and  ncceflary  refrefhments,  we  failed  on  the  third  of  January 
about  midnight ;  the  weather  was  very  fair,  but  it  changed  fuddenly,  and  we  were 
furioufly  toffed  with  the  waters  for  three  days  and  three  nights  together.  But  finally, 
approaching  near  Alexandretta,  with  the  help  ot  God,  through  the  gulph  of  Ghiaccia, 
v\e  met  with  our  fliip  on  the  twelfth  of  the  fame  month,  three  hours  before  fun- 
fetting,  we  found  no  great  difliculty  to  agree  for  our  paifage  with  the  mafler,  who 
knew  us. 

Alexandretta,  which  is  alfo  called  Scanderoon,  is  a  very  litrie  place,  wherein  there 
are  not  above  twenty  or  thirty  houfes,  which  ferve  for  fhclter  to  fome  merchants  who 
come  to  that  port,  or  rather  thither  to  traffic  to  Aleppo,  which  is  not  far  off.  The 
houfes  are  built  of  wood,  and  thatched  with  ftraw,  for  there  live  none  there  but  a  few 
merchants,  who  are  entirely  employed  to  trade,  and  voluntarily  fulfer  all  forts  of 
hardfliips,  through  a  defire  they  have  to  gain  wealth.  We  faw  there  oxen  and  buHlers 
carry  burdens  upon  their  backs  as  mules  and  horfes  do  in  Italy.  There  are  camels 
that  continually  carry  merchandize  to  and  from  Aleppo  ;  and  that  which  furprifed  me 
nioft,  was  to  fee  thefc  animals  go  to  the  fea  fide,  to  drink  the  fait  water,  as  we  fee 
other  bealts  drink  frelh.  They  fay  this  was  anciently  the  country  of  the  Amazons. 
We  found  there  two  religious  I'Vancifcans,  who  lived  in  great  poverty,  for  they  had 
no  other  habitation  except  a  little  church  built  of  wood,  which  was  iillcd  with  water 
when  it  rained,  where  there  was  a  plank  for  thefe  wretches  to  eat  their  victuals  upon, 
who  lay  upon  the  boards,  without  any  other  convenicncy.  As  we  were  forced  to  flay 
there  many  days,  we  converfed  much  with  them. 

Chap.  XIX.  —  Of  what  happened  to  its  in  Cyprus. 

AFTER  we  had  (laid,  with  much  inconveniency  in  that  place,  till  the  26th  of 
March,  our  fliip  hoifted  fail  at  midnight,  and  having  mad.e  all  things  ready,. we  Iteercd 
our  courfe  for  Cyprus  ;  we  fuccefslully  approached  Salines  on  the  29th  of  the  fame 
month.  Having  flept  all  night  in  the  fhip,  we  went  afhore  next  day  very  early,  and 
went  to  the  nionadery  of  the  religious  at  Arnique,  where  we  had  already  been  re- 
ceived the  preceding  year  with  much  charity:  thefe  good  religious  redoubled  thcii- 
kindnefs  in  that  place,  where  an  accident  befel  us  ;  for  I,  being  retired  into  a  little 
garden  to  eafe  nature,  at  a  time  when  one  of  the  religious  was  faying  mals,  it  was  no 
fooner  ended,  but  a  Venetian  merchant,  who  came  to  falute  me,  demanded  forthwith, 
if  1  luul  received  his  letter  at  Tripoli ;  and,  as  I  informed  him  I  had  not,  he  changed 
colour,  and  remained  quite  fileut.  His  adion  made  me  judge  there  was  fome  mii- 
chief  bi  the  caie,  and  iiaviji^;  preilcd  him  to  icU  me  whf  he  iilkcd  uic  fucll  u  qucflion, 
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he  freely  anfwereQ,  '  If  you  had  received  my  letter,  I  would  have  been  much  furprifM 
to  have  feen  you  here,  for  I  gave  you  information  to  go  another  way  to  Italy,  becaufe 
of  a  certain  Italian  renegado  that  is  here,  who  hath  been  with  the  Sangiac,  governor 
of  this  iile,   and  entertained   him  with  thefe  words,  '  Are  not  you  a  governor  here  ? 
Why,  therefore,  do  you  fuffer  the  pope  to  fend  hither  his  fpies  from  Rome,  to  go  and 
treat  about  aflairs  with  the  Chriftians  of  Mount  Libanus,  who  have  ad'embled  the  people 
there,  created  new  bifliops,  and  done  other  the  like  things,  wliich  prejudice  your  go- 
vernment.    This  renegado  hath  been  charged  by  the  Sangiac  to  had  you  out,  and  im- 
prifon  you,  to  the  end  you  may  be  brought  before  him,  and  fo  fcnt  forthwith  to  Cor- 
llantinople  to  the  grand  feignior,  who,  without  doubt,  w.-)uld  cauie  you  to  be  impaled.' 
1  thanked  this  friend  as  I  ought,  for  the  care  he  had  taken  of  my  life,  in  giving  me  fuch 
good  information ;  which  I  Ihould  not  have  failed  to  make  ufc  of,  if  I  had  received  it, 
for  I  would  have  gone  another  way.     I  then  took  my  leave  of  my  merchant,  and  after  I 
had  made  afmall  repaft  with  thefe  good  religious,  was  refolved  to  go  on  board,  to  con- 
ceal myfelf  as  well  as  I  could  in  the  fliip  ;  but  when  I  came  to  the  fea  fide,  I  found  it 
fo  tempeftuous,  that  there  was  neither  man  nor  fhallop  to  be  feen  to  put  me  on  board 
the  veifel ;  fo  that  I  was  obliged  to  return  to  the  monailery,  to  attend  theappeafmg  of 
the  fea,  and  placing  all  my  trull  and  hopes  in  God.     Thefe  good  fathers  had  given 
us  the  ufe  of  a  little  chamber  near  the  gate,  with  a  bed  for  us  to  lie  in  ;  for  my  pai-t, 
I  lay  in  a  cheft,  in  my  cloaths  ;  my  deep  was  not  long,  but  was  much  interrupted  with 
the  apprehenfions  I  had,  leit  the  renegado,  who  was  at  Nicofia,  but  a  day's  journey 
from  us,  knowing  that  the  Torniella  v.as  arrived,  Ihould  come  to  enquire  if  we  were  to 
pafs  in  it  into  Italy.     In  effect,  the  thing  happened  as  I  imagined,  for  he  came  to  knock 
at  the  gate  of  the  monaftery  an  hour  before  day  ;  which  when  I  had  heard,  and  at 
the  fame  time  the  noife  of  the  religious  running  to  open  the  door,  I  quickly  got   up, 
and  coming  forth  boldly,  demanded  who  was  there?  lie  made  me  this  anfwcr,  '  It  is 
an  honeft  man,  who  is  come  to  be  informed,  whether  you  are  come  from  the  Ihip  which 
is  in  the  road  ?'  and  having  told  him  no,  he  had  the  curiofity  to  afk  who  was  in  that 
chamber  where  we  lay  ?  they  anfwered  him,  that  they  were  two  Venetian  merchants ; 
whereupon  he  retired  to  a  chamber  near  to  that,  to  repofe  himfelf.     Thefe  good  reli- 
gious did  not  bely  themfelves,  for  we  were  clad  like  merchants.     So  foon  as  1  heard 
thefe  words,  as  I  law  myfelf  expofed  to  the  Turks  and  Greeks,  and  in  a  country  fo  re- 
mote, and  fuch  an  enemy  to  the  Chriftians,  I  awaked  my  companion,  and  made  him 
forthwith  get  up. 

There  was  in  that  place  a  Venetian  merchant,  who,  as  I  had  learned,  often  aflifted 
other  perfons,  and  charitably  delivered  them  from  the  hands  of  the  Turks.  He  was 
then  emplcned  about  loading  a  veflel  with  goods  to  be  fent  for  Venice  ;  as  we  went  out 
of  the  monaftery  we  met  him  coming  to  divine  fervice,  and  I  believed  that  God  had. 
fent  him  on  purpofe  to  relieve  us.  After  I  had  faluted  him,  I  faid,  '  I  know,  Sir, 
that  there  are  many  perfons  obliged  to  you  for  the  good  offices  you  have  rendered 
them,  finding  themfelves  in  the  fame  condition  as  we  are ;  that  is  it  which  makes  me 
believe  that  God  has  fent  you  hither.'  I  fet  forth  unto  him  the  pofture  of  our  affairs, 
and  entreated  his  alTiftance  ;  he  offered  forthwith  to  ufe  all  poffible  means  to  that  end, 
and  returning,  conducted  us  to  his  lodging.  Then  going  out,  and  coming  in  again, 
he  faid,  '  You  are  not  fafe  here,  and  there  is  no  other  remedy  but  to  put  you  aboard, 
and  there  to  ftay  in  your  {hip  without  coming  afhore,  but  wait  for  a  wind  ;  wherefore 
come  along  with  me,  and  I'll  conduct  you  to  your  vefTel.'  We  went  forth  to  the  water- 
fide,  but  the  fea  was  ftill  fo  agitated,  that  we  could  fee  neither  man  nor  boat. 

After  we  had  walked  for  fome  time  upon  the  fhore,  there  ported  by  a  great  number 
of  Turks  and  Greel^s  of  the  country,  and  inade  us  much  afraid  j  for  when  they  came 
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near,  they  looked  upon  us  with  much  earneftnefs.  The  fl-iift"  of  our  merchant  fhip 
came  a  little  after  to  land,  with  two  lufly  leainen,  to  load  and  carry  goods  aboard  ; 
wherefore  we  approached  near  the  water,  and  the  feainen  having  already  come  on 
fliore,  this  good  merchant  told  tiiem,  '  Make  hafle,  ;uid  carry  thefe  two  gentlemen 
forthwith  to  theTorniella.'  We  had  no  fooner  thanked  him,  as  we  were  obliged,  but 
that  tliefc  two  feam.cn  took  and  carried  us  in  tlicir  boat,  and  rowing  with  all  their 
ftrength,  notwiihflanding  the  waves,  which  were  very  high,  they  brought  us  in  a  flicrt 
time  to  our  fhip,  but  it  was  not  witiiout  much  danger.  We  got  into  the  vefi'el,  being  very 
joylul,  ajad  acquainted  thecapmin  with  the  poilui-e  of  our  affairs  ;  and  putting  ourfelves 
under  his  proteftion,  he  received  us  very  civilly,  and  gave  us  aflurance  thereof.  He 
gave  us  alio  his  own  cabin,  with  orders  we  fiiould  not  ftir  out  of  it  all  the  day,  no? 
to  (hew  ourfelves  to  thoio  that  fliould  come  on  board  to  bargain  for  goods.  He  alTurcd 
us,  likewlfe,  upon  his  word,  that  we  had  nutl-.ing  to  do  but  to  repol'e  ourfeives ;  and 
that,  if  we  fliould  be  fearched  for,  he  would  fooner  deliver  them  all  the  freight  than  us. 
This  commander  was  indeed  a  man  of  the  world,  and  loved  to  divert  himfelf ;  but  v/ithal, 
faithful  and  juil  to  his  word.  We  renrained  fo  pent  up  in  that  little  chamber,  as  in  a 
prifon,  for  three  days,  for  the  flaip  v/as  in  the  road  all  that  time,  to  take  in  her  lading. 

Chap.  XX.  — Voyage  from  Cyprus  to  Venice. 

AFTER  we  had  thanked  God  for  his  deliverance  of  us  from  fo  great  a  danger,  we 
failed  upon  break  of  day,  on  the  12th  of  April,  and  made  the  cape  at  fun-fet.  The  hiir 
weather,  and  the  calmnefs  of  the  fea,  made  us  hope  for  an  happy  voyage,  but  on 
St.  Mark's  day  the  waters  were  much  agitated,  when  wepafTed  the  cape  of  St.  Epiphany, 
becauie  the  great  winds  that  (tood  contrary,  that  we  were  very  hard  put  to  it.  The 
27th  of  the  fame  month,  we  lowered  all  the  fails,  and,  guiding  the  (hip  only  at  the  helm 
wit!]  a  great  deal  of  addrefs  and  pains,  we  left  it  to  the  pleafure  and  mercy  ot  the  winds, 
fo  mucli  was  the  fea  agitated  at  that  time  ;  then,  without  ftupping,  we  paifed  by  Cara- 
mania,  Rhodes,  Scarpanto,  theifle  of  Candia,  the  cape  of  St.  John,  Cerigo,  Matapano, 
snd  the  JVIorea,  and  drew  near  Venetique,  to  take  in  refreflnnems,  arid  particuk.rly  water, 
whereof  we  had  great  need.  From  thence  we  failed  for  Zant,  where  the  fliip  flaid  the 
1 9th  of  May,  becaufe  of  a  ditierence  that  arofe  between  the  captain  and  gunner.  I 
believed,  to  avoid  fcandal,  we  ought  to  change  our  (hip.  In  efted,  after  we  had  paid 
the  captain  of  the  Torniella  what  was  due  to  him  for  our  paitag'.',  we  agreed  with  the 
mailer  of  another  veffel  called  the  Stork,  which  was  in  the  port  ready  to  ll.il.  W^e  went 
on  board  it  with  all  we  had,  and  getting  out  of  port  at  midnight,  we  failed  on  the  23d 
of  the  fame  month,  leaviug  Cefalonia  on  the  right.  There  was  great  likelihood  of  i;iir 
weather,  but  on  the  day  after  there  happened  fuch  a  great  blaft  of  wind,  as  tore  off 
the  great  fail  of  the  foremaft  ;  but  that  was  remedied  forthwith,  and,  continuing  our 
courle  we  left,  as  well  upon  the  right  as  left,  Corfu,  the  cape  of  Otranto,  Cii'Kira, 
or  Linguetta,  Sideno,  which  is  the  cape  of  the  gulpli  Dtirazzo,  Cu'ilenovo,  wl;!ch 
beli-riged  fome  time  to  the  Spaniards,  Ragudi,  all  Dalmatia,  Carnero,  and  divors 
other  places.  A  laft  we  arrived  at  lllria  on  the  Sih  of  June,  two  hours  after  dinner 
time,  and  went  afhore  at  Rovigno,  where  we  faw  upon  an  high  hill  tl.e  ciiurch  of 
St.  EupliCmy,  witii  five  or  fix  rocks  about  it.  Our  fliip  was  10  fb'V  f^T  Kune 
time  there,  and  as  we  had  but  an  hundred  miles  to  Venice,  and  we  thuuglu  it 
troublefome  to  flay  there  fo  long,  we  refolved,  with  two  other  merchan'.s,  to  hire  a  little 
barque  to  fmidi  the  reft  of  our  voyage.  This  pitiful  barque  had  but  a  mat  for  all  its 
fails ;  we  run  more  in  dimmer  in  tliis  our  lafl  pailUj^c,  than  wo  had  done  in  all  our  courle, 

for 
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for,  as  we  had  got  half  way,  there  arofe  fuch  a  furious  tempcft,  and  the  wind  (lood  fo 
contrary,  that  out  of  the  fear  that  poffeflbd  us,  we  could  find  no  better  expedient  than 
to  pull  down  the  fail,  or  rather  mat,  which  being  forced  by  the  violence  of  the  wind, 
carried  us  fomctimes  on  one  fide,  and  fometimes  on  another,  and  put  us  in  danger  of 
perilhing.  At  lafl  it  pleafed  God  to  appeafe  the  wind,  and  give  us  fair  weather  ;  where- 
fore, purfuing  our  courfe,  we  palled  by  Paria,  Jefole,  which  was  formerly  deflroyed  bv 
Attila,  INIarzuba,  Burano,  and  Torcello,  and,  on  the  loth  of  the  fame  month,  arrived 
happily  at  Venice,  three  hours  before  fun-fet  ;  but  as  we  were  come  from  the  Levant, 
fufpeck'd  to  be  infected  with  the  plague,  we  were  not  permitted  to  go  afliore.  They  fent 
us  in  our  barque  to  make  the  cullomary  quarantine,  into  a  charmel  tar  remote  trom  the 
city. 

There  were  fome  of  our  friends  that  came  to  vifit  us,  and  make  merrv  with  us  for 
our  happy  return,  and  fent  us  evening  and  morning  every  thing  we  flood  iii  need  of: 
'I'hey  refted  not,  till  they  obtained  of  the  gentlemen  intendants  in  matters  of  health,  per- 
miifion  for  us  to  go  to  our  lodgings,  iniomuch  that  we  made  but  fix  days  of  our  qua- 
r;uuine  ;  and,  being  joyful  for  our  difcharge,  we  laid  afide  our  merchant's  habit,  and 
took  that  of  our  order  again.  After  which,  we  fojourned  for  fome  time  in  Venice,  to 
jefrefli  ourlelves  after  the  tedious  fatigues  of  our  navigation. 

We  parted  from  Venice  the  23d  of  June,  to  go  for  Padua,  and  there  I  faw  again, 
"with  delight,  the  ancient  fchools  where  I  had  fonaetimes  read  public  leclures.  We 
parted  from  thence  the  7th  of  July,  for  Mantua,  and  arrived  there  the  8th,  at  Parma  the 
■1  ith,  Bolonia  the  17th,  Imola  the  21ft,  Forli  the  a2d,Cefene,  my  birth-place,  the  27th, 
and  at  Rimini,  the  1  fl:  of  Augult ;  as  it  was  my  companion's  country,  he  tarried  there 
for  ibme  days,  to  give  fome  confolat ion  to  his  aged  father,  whom  he  had  not  feen  for  a 
longtime,  which  was  the  reafon  we  could  not  get  to  Loretto  till  the  12th  of  the  fame 
month.  We  flaid  there  for  a  few  days,  and  on  the  i6th  fet  forth  for  Peruge,  where 
we  had  many  acquaintance,  and  made  what  hafte  we  could  to  get  thither  the  48th  ;  we 
flaid  there  for  the  reft  of  the  month,  for  our  own  confolation  and  that  of  our  friends. 
We  parted  from  thence  the  firft  of  September,  and  partly  out  of  devotion,  partly  out  of 
curiofity,  went  to  mount  Corano,  were  there  is  a  religious  houfe,  in  which  place  they 
live  in  great  aufterity  ;  thence  to  Alvernia  and  Cumaldoli.  We  employed  feven  days  in 
■■that  progrefs  with  much  fatisfadion,  and  then  returned  to  Peruge,  in  order  to  go  for 
Rome,  where  we  at  laft  arrived  on  the  *i  7th  of  the  fame  month  ;  whither  I  had  no 
iboner  got,  but  I  made  it  my  bufinefs  to  gain  admittance  to  proftratc  myfelf  at  his  holi- 
nefs's  feet,  which  I  foon  effected,  who  welcomed  me  kindly,  and  to  whom  J  gave  a 
particular  account  of  my  negotiation,  wherewith  he  exprcffed  himfelf  to  be  extjemely 
fatisfied. 
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A  JOURNEY  FROM  ALEPPO  TO  JERUSALEM, 

AT  EASTER,  A.D.  1697. 

TO    WHICH    IS   ADDED, 

AN  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  AUTHOR'S  JOURNEY  TO  THE  BANKS  OF 

EUPHRATES  AT  BEER, 

AND  TO  THE  COUNTRY  OF  MESOPOTAMIA. 

By  Henry  Maundrell,  M.  A.  late  Fellow  of  Exeter  College,  Oxford,  and  Chaplain 

to  the  Faclory  at  Aleppo*. 


'T'HERE  being  feveral  gentlemen  of  our  nation  (fourteen  in  number)  determined  for 
"*■  a  vifit  to  the  Holy  Land  at  the  approaching  Eafter,  I  refolved,  though  but  newly 
come  to  Aleppo,  to  make  one  in  the  fame  defign  :  confidering  that  as  it  was  my  purpofe 
to  undertake  this  pilgrimage  fome  time  or  other,  before  my  return  to  England,  fo  I 
could  never  do  it,  either  with  lefs  prejudice  to  my  cure  or  with  greater  pleafure  to  myfelf, 
than  at  this  junfture  ;  having  fo  large  a  part  of  my  congregation  abroad  at  the  fame 
time,  and  in  my  company. 

Purfuant  to  this  refolution,  we  fct  out  from  Aleppo  Friday,  Feb.  26,  1696,  at  three 
m  the  afternoon,  intending  to  make  only  a  fliort  flop  that  evening,  in  order  "to  prove 
how  well  we  were  provided  with  necolfarios  for  our  journey.  Our  quarters  this  firft 
night  wc  took  up  at  the  Honcykane ;  a  place  but  of  indifferent  accommodation,  about 
one  hour  and  a  half  wcfl  of  Aleppo. 

It  muft  here  be  noted  that,  in  travelling  this  country,  a  man  does  not  meet  with  a 
market-town  and  inns,  every  night,  as  in  lingland  :  the  bcfl  reception  you  can  find  here 
is  either  under  your  own  tent,  if  the  fcafon  permit,  or  elfe  in  certain  public  lodgments 
founded  in  charity  for  the  ufe  of  travellers.  Thefe  are  called  by  the  Turks,  kanes,  and 
are  featcd  fometimes  in  the  towns  and  villages;  fometimes  at  convenient  diftances  upon 
the  open  road.  They  are  built  in  fafliion  of  a  cloirter,  encompalTuig  a  court  of  thirty 
or  forty  yards  fquare,  more  or  lefs,  according  to  tlie  meafure  ot  tlie  founder's  abi- 
lity or  charity.  At  thoi'e  places  all  comers  are  free  to  take  Ihelter,  paying  only  a  fmall 
fee  to  the  kane-keeper,  and  very  often  without  tliat  acknowledgenu-iu  ;  but  mult  exjieft 
nothing  here  generally  but  bare  walls :  as  for  other  accommodations,  of  meat,  drink, 
bed,  fire,  provsnder,  with  thefe  it  mull  be  every  one's  care  to  furnilh  himfclf. 

Saturday,  Feb.  27. — From  the  Honcykane  we  parted  very  early  the  next  morning, 
and  proceeding  wellerly  as  the  day  before,  arrived  in  one  hour  and  a  hall  at  Oo-rciu, 

■*  From  thi;  i-ijjliib  Edition.     LoiiJon,  1810,  8vo. 
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an  old'village,  affording  nothing  remarkable  but  tlic  ruins  of  a  finall  cliurch.  From 
Oo-rem  we  came  in  half  an  hour  to  Keffree  ;  and  in  three  quarters  niore  to  Effoyn. 
At  this  lad:  place  we  entered  into  the  plains  of  Kctteen  ;  proceeding  in  which  we  canic  in 
one  hour  to  another  village  called  Legene,  and  half  an  hour  more  to  Hozano,  and  in  a 
g(wd  hour  more  to  Kefteen.  Our  whole  flage  this  day  was  about  five  hours,  our  courfe 
a  little  ioutherly  of  the  weft. 

The  plains  of  Kefteen  are  of  avail  compafs,  extending  to  the  fouthward  beyond  the 
reach  of  the  eye,  and  in  mod  places  very  iruitful  and  well  cultivated.  At  our  lirlt  de- 
fcent  into  them  at  EiToyn,  we  counted  twenty-four  villages,  or  places  at  a  dillance  rc- 
fembling  villages,  within  our  view  from  one  flation.  The  foil  is  of  a  reddifh  colour, 
very  loofe  and  hollow,  and  you  fee  hardly  a  flone  in  it.  Whereas  on  its  weft  fide 
there  runs  along  for  many  miles  together  a  high  ridge  of  hills,  difcovering  nothing  but 
vaft  naked  rocks,  without  the  leaft  fign  of  mould,  or  any  ufeful  production  ;  which 
yields  an  appearance,  as  if  nature  had,  as  it  were,  in  kindneis  to  the  hulbandman,  purged 
the  whole  plain  of  thefe  flones,  and  piled  them  all  up  together  in  that  one  mountain. 
Kefteen  itfelf  is  a  large  plentiful  village,  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  plain  ;  and  the  adjacent 
fields  abounding  with  corn,  give  the  inhabitants  great  advantage  for  breeding  pidgeons  ; 
infomuch,  that  you  find  here  more  dove-cots  than  other  houfes.  We  faw  at  this  place, 
over  the  door  of  a  bagnio,  a  marble  flone,  carved  with  the  fign  of  the  ©  and  the  A-^^x 
il^Tp],  kc.  with  a  date  not  legible.  It  was,  probably,  the  portal  of  fome  church  in 
ancient  times  :  for  I  was  afl'ured  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  village,  that  there  are  many 
ruins  of  churches  aitd  convents  ftill  to  be  feen  in  the  neighbouring  rocky  mountains. 

Sunday,  Feb.  28. — Having  a  long  flage  to  go  this  day,  we  left  Kefteen  very  early; 
and  continuing  flill  in  the  fante  fruitful  plain  abounding  in  corn,  olives,  and  vines,  wfe 
came  in  three  quarters  of  an  hour  to  Harbanoofe  ;  a  fmalL  village  fituated  at  the  extre- 
mity of  the  plain  ;  where,  after  croihng  a  fmall  afcent,  we  came  into  a  very  rich  valley 
called  Rooge.  It  runs  to  the  fouth  farther  than  one  can  difcern,  but  in  breadth,  from 
eafl  to  weft,  it  extends  not  above  an  hour's  riding  ;  and  is  walled  in  (as  it  were)  on  both 
fides,  with  high  rocky  mountains.  Having  travelled  in  this  valley  near  four  hours,  WJt 
came  to  a  large  water  called  the  lake  (or  rather,  according  to  the  oriental  flyle,  the  fea) 
of  Rooge.  I'hrough  the  fkirt  of  this  lake  we  were  obliged  to  pafs,  and  found  it  no 
fmall  trouble  to  get  our  horlbs,  and  much  more  our  loaded  mules  through  the  water 
and  mire.  But  all  the  fea  was  lb  dried  up,  and  the  road  fo  perfedlly  amended  at  our 
return,  that  we  could  not  then  difcern  fo  much  as  where  the  place  was  which  had  given 
fo  great  trouble.  ]'>om  this  lake  we  arrived  in  one  hour  at  Te-ne-ree,  a  place  where 
we  paid  our  firfl  caphar. 

'I'hefe  caphars  are  certain  duties  which  travellers  are  obliged  to  pay,  at  feveral  paffes 
upon  the  road,  to  officers  who  attend  in  their  appointed  flations  to  receive  them.  They 
were  at  firft  levied  by  chriflians,  to  yield  a  recompence  to  the  country  for  maintaining 
the  ways  in  good  repair,  and  fcouring  them  from  Arabs  and  robbers.  The  Tiirks  keep 
up  fo  gainful  an  ufage  flill,  pretending  the  fame  caufes  for  it.  But  under  that  pretence 
they  take  occafion  to  exad  from  pallengers,  efpecially  Franks,  arbitrary  imd  unreafon- 
able  funis ;  and,  inftead  of  being  a  fafeguard,  prove  the  grcateft  rogues  and  robbers 
themfelves. 

At  a  large  hour  beyond  this  caphar,  our  road  led  us  over  the  mountains  on  the  wefl 
fide  of  the  valley  of  Rooge.  We  were  near  an  hour  in  crofiing  them,  after  which  we 
defcended  into  another  valley  running  parallel  to  the  former,  and  parted  from  it  only 
by  the  lall  ridge  of  hills.     At  the  firfl  defcent  into  this  valley  is  a  village  called  Bell- 
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Maez,  from  which  we  came  in  two  hours  to  Shoggle.     Our  courfe  was,  for  the  moft 
part  of  this  day,  wefl-fouth-wefl.     Our  ftagc  in  all,  ten  hours. 

Shoggle  is  a  pretty  large  but  exceeding  filthy  town,  fituated  on  the  river  Orontes ; 
over  which  you  pafs  by  a  bridge  of  thirteen  fmall  arches  to  come  at  the  town.  The 
river  hereabouts  is  of  a  good  breadth,  anil  yet  lb  rapid  that  It  turns  great  wheels,  made 
for  lifting  up  the  water,  by  its  natural  Iwiltnefs,  without  any  torcc  added  to  it,  by  con- 
fining its  itream.  Its  waters  are  turbid,  and  very  unwholefome,  and  its  fifh  worfe,  as 
we  found  by  experience,  there  being  no  perfon  ot  all  our  company  that  had  eaten  of 
them  over  night,  but  found  himfelf  much  indifpofed  tiie  next  morning.  We  lodged 
here  in  a  very  large  and  haiidfome  kane,  far  exceeding  what  is  ufually  feen  hi  this  fort 
of  buildings.  It  was  founded  by  the  fecoml  Cuperli,  and  endowed  with  a  competent 
revenue,  for  fupplying  every  traveller  that  takes  up  his  quarters  in  it,  with  a  competent 
portion  of  bread  and  broth,  and  tlelh,  which  is  always  ready  for  thofe  that  demand  it, 
as  very  few  people  of  the  country  fail  to  do.  There  is  annexed  to  the  kane,  on  its  weft 
fide,  another  quadrangle,  containing  apartments  for  a  certain  number  of  alms-men  ;  the 
charitable  donation  of  the  fame  Cuperli.  The  kane,  we  found  at  our  arrival,  crowded 
with  a  great  number  of  Turkilh  hadgees,  or  pilgrims,  bound  for  Mcccha.  But  never- 
thelefs  we  met  with  a  peaceable  reception  amongll  them,  though  our  faces  were  fet  to  a 
different  place. 

Monday,  March  i. — From  Shoggle  our  road  led  us  at  firfh  wellerly,  in  order  to  our 
eroding  the  mountain  on  that  fide  of  the  valley.  We  arrived  at  the  toot  of  the  afcent 
in  half  an  hour,  but  met  with  Inch  rugged  and  foul  ways  in  the  mountains  that  it  took 
us  up  two  hours  to  get  clear  of  them.  After  which  we  defcended  into  a  third  valley, 
refembling  the  other  two  which  we  had  palled  before.  At  the  firi'l  entrance  into  it,  is  a 
village  called  Be-da-me,  giving  the  fame  name  alio  to  the  valley.  Having  travelled 
about  two  hours  in  this  valley,  we  entered  into  a  woody  mountainous  country,  which 
ends  the  bafhalick  of  Aleppo,  and  begins  that  of  Tripoh.  Our  road  here  was  very 
rocky  and  uneven,  but  yet  the  variety  which  it  ailbrded,  made  fome  amends  for  that  in- 
convenience. Sometimes  it  led  us  under  the  cool  fliade  of  thick  trees ;  fometimes 
through  narrow  vallies,  watered  with  freih  murmuring  torrents,  and  then  for  a  good 
while  together  upon  the  brink  of  a  precipice.  And  in  all  places  it  treated  us  with  the 
profpcct  of  plants  and  flowers  of  divers  kinds  ;  as  myrtles,  oleanders,  cyclamens,  anemo- 
nies,  tulips,  marygolds,  and  feveral  other  forts  of  aromatic  herbs,  fiaving  ipent  about 
two  hours  in  this  manner,  we  defcended  into  a  low  valley,  at  tlie  bottom  ot  which  is  a 
fiflure  into  the  earth  of  a  great  depth  ;  but  withal  fo  narrow,  that  it  is  not  difcernible  to 
the  eye  till  you  arrive  jull  upon  it,  though,  to  the  ear,  a  notice  of  it  is  given  at  a  great 
diflance,  by  reafon  of  the  noife  of  a  dream  running  down  into  it  from  the  hills.  We 
could  not  guefs  it  to  be  lefs  than  thirty  yards  deep  ;  but  it  is  (o  narrow  that  a  finall  arch, 
not  four  yards  over,  lands  you  on  its  other  fide.  They  call  it  the  Sheck's  Wile  ;  a  name 
given  it  from  a  woman  of  that  quality  who  fell  into  it,  and,  I  need  not  add,  nerilhed. 
The  depth  of  the  channel,  and  the  noiie  of  the  water,  are  fo  extraordinary,  that  one 
cannot  pafs  over  it  without  fomething  of  horror.  The  fides  of  this  filfure  are  firm  and 
folid  rock,  perpendicular  and  i'mooth,  only  feeming  to  lie  in  a  wavy  iorm  all  down,  as  it 
were  to  comply  with  the  motion  of  the  water.  I'rom  which  obfervation  we  were  led  to 
conjecture,  that  the  (Iream,  by  a  long  and  perpetual  current,  had,  as  it  were,  fawn  its 
own  channel  down  into  this  unufiial  deepnefs  :  to  which  etied  the  water's  being  penned 
up  in  fo  luirrow  a  paifage,  ami  its  Imrliug  down  Uones  along  w  ith  it  by  its  rapidity,  may 
have  not  a  little  contributed. 
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From  hence,  continuing  our  couife  through  a  road  rcfembling  that  before  defcribed, 
wc  arrived  in  one  hcnir  at  a  fmall  even  part  of  ground  called  Iladyar  ib  Suhane,  or  the 
Sultan's  Stone.  And  here  \vc  took  up  our  quarters  this  night  under  our  tents.  Our 
road  this  day  pointed  for  the  mofl  part  fouth-weft,  and  tlie  whole  of  our  ftage  was 
nbi'Ut  feven  hours  and  a  half. 

Tuefday,  March  2. — We  were  glad  to  part  very  early  this  morning  from  our  cam- 
pagnia  lodging ;  the  weather  being  yet  too  moifl:  and  cold  for  fuch  difcipline.  Con- 
tinuing our  journey  through  woods  and  niounfiins,  as  the  day  bctorc,  w(.'  arrived  in 
about  one  hour  ?.t  the  caphar  of  Crufia,  whicli  is  demanded  near  a  kane  of  that  name  ;  a 
kane  they  call  it,  though  it  be  in  truth  nothing  elfe  but  a  cold  comfortlefs  ruin  on  the 
top  of  a  hill  by  the  way  fide. 

From  hence,  in  about  another  hour,  we  arrived  at  the  foot  of  a  mountain  called 
Occaby  ;  or,  as  the  word  denotes,  difficult,  and  indeed  we  found  its  afcent  fully  anfwer- 
able  to  its  name.  The  moiflure  and  flipperinefs  of  the  way  at  this  time,  added  to  the 
l^eepnefs  of  it,  greatly  increafed  our  labour  in  afcending  it,  infomuch  that  we  were  a 
full  hour  in  gaining  the  top  of  the  hill.  Here  we  found  no  more  woods  or  hills,  but  a 
fine  country,  well  cultivated  and  planted  with  filk  gardens  ;  through  which,  leaving  on 
the  right  hand  a  village  called  Citte  Galle,  inhabited  folely  by  Maronites,  we  came  in  one 
hour  to  Bellulca.  Here  we  repaired  to  a  place  which  is  both  the  kane  of  the 
village  and  the  aga's  houfe ;  and  refolving,  by  reafon  of  the  rains  which  fell  very  plen- 
tifully, to  make  this  our  lodging,  we  went  to  vifit  the  aga  with  a  fmall  prefent  in  our 
hands,  in  order  to  procure  ourfelves  a  civil  reception.  But  we  found  little  recompence 
from  his  'I'urkifli  gratitude,  for  after  all  our  refped  to  him,  it  was  not  without  much 
importunity  that  we  obtained  to  have  the  ufe  of  a  dry  part  of  the  houfe  ;  the  place  where 
we  were  at  firfl;  lodged  lying  open  to  tlie  wind  and  the  beating  in  of  the  rain.  Our 
whole  ftage  this  day  was  not  much  above  four  hours  ;  our  courfe  about  fouth-weft. 

Being  informed  that  here  were  feveral  Chrillian  inhabitants  in  this  place,  we  went  to 
vifit  their  church,  ^^  Inch  we  found  fo  poor  and  pitiful  a  ftrufture,  that  here  chriftianity 
feemed  to  be  brought  to  its  humbleft  itate,  and  Chriil  to  be  laid  again  in  a  manger.  It 
was  only  a  room  of  about  four  or  five  yards  fquare,  walled  with  dirt,  having 
nothing  but  the  uneven  ground  for  its  pavement;  and  for  its  ceiling  only  fomc  rude 
traves  laid  athwart  it,  and  covered  with  bufhes  to  keep  out  the  weather.  On  the  cafl 
fide  was  an  altar,  built  of  the  fame  materials  with  the  wall,  only  it  was  paved  at  top  with 
pot-fherds  and  dates,  to  give  it  the  face  of  a  table.  In  the  middle  of  the  altar  ftood  a 
fmall  crofs,  compofed  of  two  laths  nailed  together  in  the  middle,  on  each  fide  of  which 
enfign  were  faflened  to  the  wall  two  or  three  old  prints,  reprefenting  our  blefled  Lord 
and  the  bleffed  Virgin,  &c.  the  venerable  prefents  of  fome  itinerant  fri urs  that  had  pafled 
this  way.  On  the  fouth  fide  was  a  piece  of  plank  fupported  by  a  polt,  which  we  under- 
ftood  was  the  reading  defk,  juft  by  which  was  a  little  hole,  commodioufly  broke 
through  the  wall  to  give  light  to  the  reader.  A  very  mean  habitation  this  for 
the  God  of  Heaven  !  But  yet  held  in  great  efteem  and  reverence  by  the  poor  people  ; 
who  not  only  come  with  all  devotion  hither  themfelves,  but  alfo  depofit  here  whatever 
is  moft  valuable  to  them,  in  order  to  derive  upon  it  a  bleffing.  When  we  were  there  the 
whole  room  was  hanged  about  with  bags  of  filk-worms'  eggs ;  to  the  end  that  by 
remaining  in  fo  holy  a  place,  they  might  attraft  a  benediftion,  and  a  virtue  of 
increafing. 

Wednefday,  March  3. — The  next  morning  flattered  us  with  the  hopes  of  a  fair  day 
after  die  great  rains,  which  had  fallen  for  near  eight  hours  together.    We  therefore 
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ventured  to  leave  Bellulca,  with  no  great  thanks  to  it  for  our  entertainment.  But  we 
had  not  gone  fiir  before  we  began  to  wifli  that  we  had  kept  our  former  accommodation, 
bad  as  it  was ;  for  the  rains  began  to  break  out  afrefh  with  greater  fury  than  before  ; 
nor  had  we  more  comfort  under  foot,  the  road  being  very  deep  and  full  of  floughs. 
However,  we  rcfolved  to  go  forward  in  hopes  of  a  better  time,  and  in  four  hours  (very 
long  ones  in  fuch  uncomfortable  circumftances)  we  arrived  at  Sholfatia,  a  poor  village 
fituate  upon  a  fmall  river  which  we  were  obliged  to  pafs.  A  river  we  might  call  it  now, 
it  being  fwollen  fo  high  by  the  late  rains  that  it  was  impaffable ;  though,  at  other  times, 
it  be  but  a  finail  brook,  and,  in  the  fummer,  perfectly  dry. 

Here,  inllead  of  mending  our  condition  as  we  expected,  we  began  to  drink  more 
deeply  of  the  bitter  cup  of  pilgrims,  being  brought  to  fuch  a  ftrait  that  we  knew  not 
which  way  to  turn  ourfelves.  For  (as  I  faid)  the  ftream  was  not  fordable,  fo  that  there 
was  no  going  forward  ;  and,  as  for  facing  about  and  returning  to  the  place  from  whence 
we  came,  that  was  a  thing  we  were  very  averfe  to ;  well  knowing,  by  that  morn- 
ing's experience,  the  badnefs  of  the  road,  and  likewife  having  reafon  to  expect  but  a 
cold  welcome  at  our  journey's  end.  As  for  lodging  in  the  village,  thai  was  a  thing  not 
to  be  indured,  for  the  houfcs  were  all  filled  with  dirt  and  naltinefs,  being  inhabited 
promifcuoufly  by  the  villagers  and  their  cattle.  As  for  lying  in  the  campagnia, 
the  rain  was  fo  vehement  we  could  not  do^that,  without  an  evident  danger  both  to 
ourfelves  and  horfes. 

But  whilft  we  were  at  this  non-plus,  not  knowing  which  courfe  to  take,  the  rain 
abated,  and  fo  we  refolved  to  pitch  in  the  open  field,  though  thoroughly  foaked  with  the 
wet,  eftoeming  this,  however,  the  leaft  evil.  Accordingly,  we  betook  ourfelves  to  a 
fmall  afcentby  the  water's  fide,  intending  there,  under  our  tents,  to  wait  the  falling  of 
the  ftream. 

We  had  not  enjoyed  this  cefTation  of  rain  long,  when  it  began  to  pour  down  afrefli, 
with  terrible  lightning  and  thunder  ;  and  now  our  care  was  renewed,  and  we  kn<w'  not 
well  which  to  be  molt  concerned  for.     Whether  ourfelves,  who  enjoyed  the  miicrable 
comfort  of  a  dropping  tent  over  us,  or  for  our  fervants  and  horfes,  which  had  nothing 
but  their  own  cloaths  to  protect  them.     At   laft,  there  being  a  fmall  fheck's  houfe,  or 
burying-place,  hard  by,  we  comforted  ourfelves  w  ith  hopes  that  we  might  take  fanctuary 
there.     The  only  difficulty  was,  how  to  get  admillion  into  fo    reverenced  a  place, 
the  Turks  being  generally  men  of  greater  zeal  than  mercy.     To  negotiate  this  atlair 
we  fent  a  'J'urk  (whom  we  had  taken  with  us  for  fuch  occafions)  into  the  village,  order- 
ing  him  to  try  firft  by  fair  means  t )  gain  admittance,  and,  if  that  tailed,  to  threaten  that 
we  would  enter  by  force.     But  the  religion  of  this  place  was  of  that  kind  which  fuper- 
fedes  inllead  of  improving  humanity.     The  people  abfolutely  denied  us  the  finail  cha- 
rity we  demanded,  and  fer.t  us  word  they  would  die  upon  our  fwords  before  thc-y  would 
y'cld  to  have  their  faith  defiled  ;  adding  farther,  that  it  was  their  faith  to   be  true  to 
Hamtt  and  Aly,  but  to  hate  and  renounce  Omar  and  Abu  Beker  ;  and  that  this  principle 
they  were  refolved  to  ftand  by.     We  told  them  we  had  as  bad  an  opinion  of  Omar  and 
Abu  Beker  as  they  could  have ;  that  we  delired  only  a  little  flielter  from  the  prcJent 
rain,  and  had  no  intention  to  defile  their  faith.     And  thus  with  good  words  we  brought 
them  to  confeat,  that  we  might  fecure  our  baggage  in  the  iheck's   houfe ;  but  as  for 
ouri'elves  and  arms  it  was  our  irreverfible  fei\tence  to  be  excluded  out  of  the  hallowed 
walls.     We  were  glad,  however,  to  get  the  mercilefs  doors  open  upon  any  terms ;  not 
doubting  but  we  fliould  be  able  to  make  our  advantage  of  it  afterwards  according  to  our 
dcfire  ;  which  we  adtually  did  ;  for  when  it  grew  dark,  and  the  villagers  were  gone  to 
ilcep,  we  all  got  into  the  place  of  refuge-,  and  there  palled  a  melancholy  night  amcuig  the 
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tombs :  thus  efcaping,  however,  the  greater  evil  of  the  rain,  which  fell  all  night  In 
great  abundance. 

Being  now  crept  into  the  infiJe  of  the  fhcck's  houfc,  I  mufl:  not  omit,  in  requital  for 
our  lodgings,  to  give  fome  account  of  the  nature  of  fuch  ftruclures.  They  are  Hone 
fabricks,  gencrallv  fix  or  eight  yards  fquare  (more  or  lefs),  and  roofed  with  a  cupola, 
creeled  over  the  graves  of  fome  eminent  Ihecks,  that  is,  fuch  perfons  as  by  their  long 
beards,  prayers  of  the  fame  flandard,  and  a  kind  of  pharifaical  fupcrcilioufnefs  (which 
are  tlie  great  virtnes  of  the  mahometan  religion),  have  purchafed  to  themfelves  the 
reputation  of  learning  and  faints. 

Of  thefe  buildings  there  are  many  fcattered  up  and  down  the  country  (for  you  will 
fintl  among  the  Turks  far  more  dead  faints  than  living  ones).  They  are  fituated  com- 
monly, though  not  always,  upon  the  molt  eminent  and  conJpicuous  afcents.  Mo  theie 
oratories  the  people  repair  with  their  vows  and  prayers  in  their  ieveral  dirtrefles,  much 
after  the  fame  manner  as  the  Romaniils  do  to  the  flirines  of  their  faints.  Only  in  this 
refped  the  practice  of  the  Turks  feems  to  be  more  orthodox,  in  regard  that  though 
they  make  their  faint's  flirine  the  houfe  of  prayer,  yet  they  always  make  God  alone,  and 
not  the  faint,  the  object  of  their  addrefles. 

Thurfday,  March  4. — To  revive  us  after  the  heavinefs  of  the  laft  night,  we  had  the 
confolation  to  be  informed  this  morning,  that  the  river  was  fordable  at  a  place  a  little 
farther  down  the  ftream  ;  and,  upon  experiment,  we  found  it  true  as  was  reported.  Glad 
of  this  difcovery,  we  made  the  bed  difpatch  we  could  to  get  clear  of  this  inhofpitable 
place ;  and,  according  to  our  defires,  foon  arrived  with  all  our  baggage  on  the  other  fide 
of  the  river. 

From  hence,  afcending  gently  for  about  half  an  hour,  we  came  to  the  foot  of  a  very 
flcep  hill,  which,  when  we  had  reached  its  top,  prefented  us  with  the  firft  profpedl  of 
the  ocean.  We  had  in  view  likewife,  at  about  two  hours  diftance  to  the  wcftward,  the 
city  Latichea,  fituate  on  a  flat  fruitful  ground  clofe  to  the  fea ;  a  city  firfl  built  by 
Seieucus  Nicator,  and  by  him  called  in  honour  of  his  mother,  AaoSi/.ttx,  which  name  it 
retains  with  a  very  little  corruption  of  it  at  this  day.  It  was  anciently  a  place  of  great 
magnificence,  but  in  the  general  calamity  which  befel  this  country,  it  was  reduced  to  a 
very  low  condition,  and  fo  remained  for  a  long  time ;  but  of  late  years  it  has  been 
encouraged  to  hold  up  its  head  again,  and  is  rebuilt,  and  become  one  of  the  mod 
flourifhing  places  upon  the  coaft ;  being  cherifhed  and  put  in  a  way  of  trade  by 
Coplan  Aga,  a  man  of  great  wealth  and  authority  in  thefe  parts,  and  much  addifted  to 
merchandize. 

From  the  hill  which  we  laft  afcended,  we  had  a  fmall  defcent  into  a  fpacious  plain,  along 
which  we  travelled  fouthward,  keeping  the  fea  on  the  right  hand,  and  a  ridge  of  moun- 
tains on  the  left.  Having  gone  about  one  hour  and  a  half  in  this  plain,  we  difcerncd  on  the 
left  hand,  not  far  from  the  road,  two  ancient  tombs.  They  were  chefts  of  ftone  two 
yards  and  a  half  long  each.  Their  cavities  were  covered  over  with  large  tables  of  flone, 
that  had  been  lifted  afide,  probably  in  hopes  of  treafure.  The  chefts  were  carved  on  the 
outfide  with  ox-heads,  and  wreaths  hanging  between  them,  after  the  manner  of  adorning 
heathen  altars.  They  had  likewife  at  firft  infcriptions  graven  on  them  ;  but  thefe  were 
fo  eaten  out  that  one  could  not  difcover  fo  much  as  the  fpecics  of  the  characters.  Here 
were  alfo  feveral  foundations  of  buildings ;  but  whether  there  were  ever  any  place  of 
aiote  fituated  hereabouts,  or  what  it  might  be,  I  cannot  refolve. 

Above  an  hour  from  thefe  tombs  we  came  to  another  flream,  which  flopped  our 
march  again.  Thefe  mountain  rivers  are  ordinarily  very  inconfiderable,  but  they  are 
apt  to  fwcll  upon  fudden  rains,  to  the  dcftru(Sion  of  many  a  pafTenger,  who  will  be  fo 
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hardy  as  to  venture  unadvlfedly  over  them.  We  took  a  more  fuccefsful  care  at  this 
place ;  for  marching  about  an  hour  higher  'up  by  the  fide  of  the  flream,  we  found  a 
place  where  the  waters  by  dilating  were  become  fliallower,  and  there  we  got  a  fafe 
paffage  to  the  other  fide.  From  hence  we  bent  our  courfe  to  recover  our  former  road 
again,  but  we  had  not  gone  far  before  t'ucre  began  a  very  violent  dorm  of  hail,  followed 
by  a  hard  and  continued  rain,  which  forced  us  to  make  the  befl;  of  our  way  to  Jebilce, 
leaving  our  baggage  to  follow  us  at  leifure. 

Our  whole  ftage  this  day  was  about  fix  hours,  pointing  for  the  firfl;  hour  weft,  and  for 
the  rcuiaiuing  part  near  fouth,  having  the  fea  on  the  right  hand,  and  a  ridge  of  moun- 
tains at  about  two  hours  diftance  on  the  left.  And  in  this  ftate  our  road  continued  for 
feveral  days  after,  wir'iout  any  difference,  fave  only  that  the  mountains  at  fome  places 
approach  nearer  the  fea  ;  at  other,  retire  farther  off.  Thel'e  mountains  go  under  dif- 
ferent names  in  feveral  places,  as  they  run  along  upon  the  coalt,  and  are  inhabited  by 
rude  people  of  feveral  denominations.  In  that  part  of  them  above  Jebilee,  there  dwell 
a  people  called  by  the  Turks,  Neceres,  of  a  very  ffrange  and  fingular  character  ;  for  it 
is  their  principle  to  adhere  to  no  certain  religion  ;  but  camelion  like,  they  put  on  the 
colour  of  religion,  whatever  it  be,  which  is  reflected  upon  them  from  the  perfons  with 
whom  they  happen  to  converfe.  With  Chriffians  they  profefs  themfelves  Chriftians ; 
with  Turks  they  are  good  Muffulmans ;  with  Jews  they  pafs  for  Jews ;  being  fuch 
Proteus's  in  religion  that  no  body  was  ever  able  to  difcover  what  fliape  or  itandard  their 
consciences  arc  really  of  All  that  is  certain  concerning  them  is,  that  they  make  very 
Jr.uch  and  good  wine,  and  are  great  drinkers. 

Friday,  March  5. — This  whole  day  we  fpent  at  Jebilee,  to  recruit  ourfelves  after  our 
late  fatigues  ;  having  the  convenience  of  a  new  kane  to  lodge  in,  built  at  the  north 
entrance  into  the  city  by  Offan,  the  prefent  bafliaw  of  Tripoli. 

Jebilee  is  feated  clofe  by  the  fea,  having  a  vafl:  and  very  fruitful  plain  flretching  round 
about  it,  on  its  other  fides.  It  makes  a  very  mean  figure  at  prefent,  though  it  ftill  retains 
the  diRinclion  of  a  city,  and  difcovers  evident  footffeps  of  a  better  condition  in  firmer 
times.  Its  ancient  nanie,  from  \vhich  alio  it  derives  its  prefent,  was  Gabala  ;  umler 
w  hich  name  it  occurs  in  Strabo,  and  other  old  geographers.  In  the  time  ot  the  Greek 
emperors,  it  was  dignified  with  a  bifiiop's  fee,  in  which  fometime  fat  Scveriaii,  the  grand 
adverfary  and  arch-confpirator  againll  St.  Chryfoflom. 

The  mofl  remarkable  things  that  appear  here  at  this  day,  are  a  mofquc  and  an  alms- 
houfe  jufl  by  it,  both  built  by  fultan  Ibrahim.  In  the  former  his  IkhIv  is  depofited,  and 
we  were  admitted  to  fee  his  tomb,  though  held  by  the  Turks  in  great  veneration.  We 
found  it  only  a  great  wooden  chelt,  erected  over  his  grave,  and  covered  with  a  carpet  of 
painted  calico,  extending  on  all  fides  down  to  the  ground.  It  was  alfo  tricked  up  wiih 
a  great  many  long  ropes  of  wooden  beads  hanging  upon  it,  and  Ibmewhat  relembliiig 
the  furniture  of  a  button-maker's  (hop.  This  is  the  Turks  ufual  way  of  adorning  the 
tombs  of  their  holy  men,  as  1  have  feen  in  feveral  other  inftances  ;  the  long  firings  of 
beads  palfing  in  this  country  for  marks  of  great  devotion  and  gravity.  In  this  mofque 
wc  faw  feveral  large  incenfe  pots,  candlefticks  for  altars,  and  other  church  furniture, 
being  the  fpoils  of  C'.hriitian  churches  at  the  taking  of  Cyprus.  Clofe  by  the  mofquc  is 
A  very  beautiful  bagnio,  and  a  finall  grove  of  orange  trees,  under  tlie  Ihade  of  which 
travellers  are  wont  to  pitch  their  tents  in  the  fummer  time. 

The  Turks  that  were  our  conductors  into  the  mofque,  entertained  us  with  a  long 
rtory  of  this  fultan  Ibrahim  who  lies  there  interred  ;  efpecially  touching  his  mortification, 
and  renouncing  the  world.  They  reported,  thai  having  divedeil  himfelf  of  his  royalty, 
he  retired  liither,  and  lived  twenty  years  hi  a  grotto  by  the  lea  fide,  dedicating  himlelt 
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wlioUy  to  poverty  and  devotion  ;  and  m  order  to  confirm  the  truth  of  their  relation, 
they  pretended  to  carry  us  to  tlie  very  cell  where  he  abode.  Being  come  to  the  place, 
we  found  there  a  multitude  of  fepulchres  hewn  into  the  rocks  by  the  fea  fide,  accord- 
ing to  the  ancient  manner  of  burying  in  this  country  ;  and  amongfl:  thcfe  they  lliewed 
one,  which  they  averred  to  be  the  very  place  In  which  the  devout  fultan  exercifed  his 
twenty  years'  difcipline  ;  and  to  add  a  little  probability  to  the  ftory,  they  fliewed,  at  a 
fmall  diflance,  another  grotto,  twice  as  large  as  any  of  its  fellows,  and  uncovered  at 
the  top,  which  had  thfee  niches  or  praying  places  hewn  in  its  fouth  fide.  This  they 
Tvould  have  to  be  fultan  Ibrahim's  oratory  ;  it  being  the  manner  of  the  Turks  always  j 
to  make  fuch  niches  in  their  mofques,  and  other  places  of  devotion,  to  denote  the 
fuuthern  quarter  of  the  world ;  for  that  way  the  Muflulmans  are  obliged  to  fet  their 
faces  when  they  pray,  in  reverence  to  the  tomb  of  their  prophet.  Thefe  niches  are 
always  formed  exadly  refembluig  thofe  ufually  made  for  flatues,  both  in  their  fize, 
fabric,  and  every  circumitance.  I  have  fometimes  refleded,  for  what  reafon  the  Turks 
(hould  appoint  fuch  marks  to  direft  their  faces  toward  in  prayer.  And  if  I  may  be 
allowed  to  conjecture,  I  believe  they  did  it  at  firft  in  teftimony  of  their  iconoclaftic 
principle  ;  and  to  cxprefs  to  them  both  the  reality  of  the  divine  prefence  there,  and  at 
the  fame  time  alfo  its  invifibility.  The  relaters  of  this  ftory  of  fultan  Ibrahim,  were 
doubtlefs  fully  perfuaded  of  the  truth  of  it  themfelves.  But  we  could  not  tell  what 
conjeftures  to  make  of  it,  having  never  met  with  any  account  of  fuch  a  fultan,  but  only 
•  from  this  rude  tradition. 

From  thefe  Mahometan  fanctuaries,  our  guide  pretended  to  carry  us  to  a  chriftlan 
church,  about  two  furlongs  out  of  town  on  the  fouth  fide.  When  we  came  to  it,  we 
found  it  nothing  but  a  fmall  grotto  in  a  rock  by  the  fea  fliore,  open  on  the  fide  to- 
wards the  fea ;  and  having  a  rude  pile  of  ftones  Ci-edted  in  it  for  an  altar.  In  our 
return  from  this  poor  chapel,  we  met  with  the  pcrfon  who  wiis  the  curate  of  it.  He 
told  us,  that  himfelf  and  feme  few  other  chridians  of  the  Greek  communion,  were 
wont  to  afi'erable  in  this  humble  cell  for  divine  fervice,  being  not  permitted  to  have 
any  place  of  worfhip  within  the  town. 

Jebilee  feems  to  have  had  ancientlv  fome  convenience  for  fhjpping,  I'here  is  ftill 
to  be  feen  a  ridge  compofed  of  huge  fquare  fton^^;■^,  running  a  little  way  into  the  fea ; 
which  appears  to  have  been  formerly  continued  farther  on,  and  %o  have  made  a  mole. 
Near  this  place  we  faw  a  great  many  pillars  of  grarite,  fome  by  the  water  fide,  others 
tumbled  into  the  water.  There  were  others  in  a  g;!rden  clofe  by,  together  vidth  capitals 
of  white  marble  finely  carved ;  which  teftify  in  fome  meafure  the  ancient  fplendor  of 
this  city. 

But  the  moft  confiderable  antiquity  in  Jebilee,  and  greateft  monument  of  its  former 
eminency,  is  the  remains  of  a  noble  theatre  juft  at  the  north  gate  of  the  city.     It 
paffes  amongft  the  Turks  for  an  old  caftle ;  which  (according  to  the  Afiatic  way  of     i 
enlarging),    they  report  to   have  been   of  fo   prodigious  a  height,  when  in  its  per-      1 
fed:   llate,  that    a  horfeman   might  have  rid,  about  fun-rifing,  a  full  hour    in    the 
fliade  of  it. 

As  for  what  remains  of  this  mighty  Babel,  it  is  no  more  than  twenty  feet  high. 
The  flat  fide  of  it  has  been  blown  up  with  gun-powder  by  the  Turks  ;  and  from  hence 
(as  they  related)  was  taken  a  great  quantity  of  marble,  which  we  faw  ufed  in  adorning 
their  bagnio  and  moique  before  mentioned.  All  of  it  tiiat  is  now  ftanding  is  a  femi- 
circle.  It  extends  from  corner  to  corner  juft  a  hundred  yards.  In  this  femi-circular 
part  is  a  range  of  feveiiteen  round  windows  juft  above  the  ground,  and  between  the 
windows  all  round  were  raifed,  on  high  pedeftals,  large  maity  pillars,  ftanding  as  but- 
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trcfTes  agalnR  the  wall,  both  for  '^he  flrcngth  and  ornament  of  the  fabric  j  but  thefe 
fupporters  are  at  prefeni  mod  of  tfiein  broken  down. 

Within  is  a  very  large  arena,  but  the  juft  ineafure  of  it  could  not  be  taken,  by  reafon 
of  the  houfes  with  which  the  Turks  have  ahnoli:  filled  it  up.  On  the  weft  fido,  the 
Ibats  of  the  fpedators  remain  ftill  entire,  as  do  likewife  the  caves  or  vaults  which  run 
under  the  fubfellia  all  round  the  theatre.  The  outward  wall  is  three  yards  three 
quarters  tliick,  and  built  of  very  large  and  firm  ftones;  which  great  ftrength  has  pre- 
ferv^^d  it  thus  long  from  the  jaws  of  time,  and  from  that  general  ruin,  which  the  Turks 
bring  with  them  into  mofi  places  where  they  come. 

Saturday,  March  6.— Having  done  with  Jebilee,  we  put  forward  again  early  the 
next  morning,  with  a  profpecl  of  much  better  wcaiher  than  we  had  been  attended  with 
in  our  former  motions.  Our  road  continued  by  the  fea  fide,  and  in  about  two  hours 
brought  us  to  a  fair  deep  river,  called  by  the  I'urks  Naher-il-Melech,  or  the  King's 
River.  Here  we  law  feme  heaps  of  ruins  on  both  fides  of  the  river,  with  feveral  pillars' 
of  granite,  and  other  footfteps  of  fome  confiderable  buildings.  About  half  an  hour 
farther  we  palTed  another  river,  called  Jobar,  fhewing  the  remains  of  a  ftone  bridge  over 
it,  once  well  built,  but  now  broken  down.  On  the  other  fide  of  this  river,  in  a  large 
ploughed  field,  flood  a  great  fquare  tower ;  and  round  about,  the  rubbifh  of  many 
other  buildings.  Likewife  all  along  this  day's  journey,  we  obferved  many  ruins  of  caftles 
and  houfes,  which  teflify  that  this  country,  however  it  be  neglefted  at  prefent,  was  once 
in  the  hands  of  a  people  that  knew  how  to  value  it,  and  thought  it  worth  the  defend- 
ing. Strabo  calls  this  whole  region,  from  Jebilee  as  far  as  Aradus,  the  country  of  the 
Aradii  (of  whom  in  due  place),  and  gives  us  the  names  of  feveral  places  fituate  an- 
ciently all  along  this  coafl  ;  as  Paltus,  Balanea,  Caranus,  Enydra,  RIarathus,  Ximyra. 
But  whether  the  ruins  which  we  faw  this  day  may  be  the  remains  of  any  of  thofe  cities, 
cannot  well  be  determined  at  this  diftance  of  time ;  feeing  all  we  have  of  thofe  places 
is  only  their  names,  without  any  fufficient  diftinctions  by  w  hich  to  difcover  their  fitua- 
tion.  The  Balanea  of  Strabo  is  indeed  faid  to  be  flill  extant,  being  fuppofed  to  be 
the  fame  place  that  the  Turks  (little  changing  its  name)  call  at  this  day  Baneas.  This 
place  is  four  good  hours  beyond  Jebilee.  It  (lands  upon  a  fmall  declivity  about  a  fur- 
long diflant  from  the  fea,  and  has  a  fine  clear  flream  running  fwiftly  by  it  on  the  fouth 
iide.  It  is  at  prefent  uninhabited  ;  but  its  fituation  proves  it  to  have  been  anciently  a 
pleafant,  its  ruins  a  well  built,  and  its  bay  before  it,  an  advantageous  habitation.  At  this 
|>lace  was  required  another  caphar. 

Leaving  Baneas,  we  went  on  by  the  fea  fide,  aiid  in  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
pafled  by  an  old  caftle,  on  the  top  of  a  very  high  mountain.  It  is  built  in  the  figure  of 
iin  equilateral  triangle,  having  one  of  its  angles  pointing  towards  the-  lea.  Tiie  Turks 
call  it  Merchab ;  and  enlarge  much  upon  the  fiegcs  it  has  futlainod  in  former  times  ; 
but  whatever  force  it  may  have  had  anciently,  it  is  at  prefent  only  a  refidcnce  for  poor 
ci'untrv  people.  This  is  probably  the  fame  calUe  mentioned  by  Adrichomius,  and  ethers, 
under  the  name  of  Margath  ;  to  which  the  bifhops  of  Balanea  were  forced  tu  tranllate 
their  fee,  by  reafon  of  the  infults  of  the  Saracens. 

At  about  one  hour  and  an  half  diilance  from  Baneas,  we  came  to  a  finall  clear 
flream,  which  induced  us  to  take  up  our  lodging  near  it.  We  pitched  in  the  cam- 
pagnia,  about  two  or  three  furlongs  up  from  the  fea  ;  having  in  sight,  on  the  moun- 
tains above  us,  a  village  called  Sophia,  inhabited  foleh  by  Maronitis;  and  a  little  fiirther, 
Befack,  another  village,  poileired  bv  Turks  only  ;  and  a  little  fartiu-r,  Mcrakiah,  whole 
inhabitants  are  a  mifcellany  of  C-hriflians  and  Turks  together.  Our  whole  llage  thi> 
day  was  about  fix  hours. 

VOL.  X.  s  s  Sunday  ^ 
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Sunday,  March  7.— From  this  quarter  ^we  removed  early  the  next  morning,  and  in 
three  hours  came  to  a  fair  deep  river,  called  Nahor  HufTme ;  having  an  old  bridge 
turned  over  it,  confdting  of  only  one  arch,  but  that  very  large  and  exceeding  well 
wrought.  In  one  hour  and  a  half  more,  travelling  fHll  by  the  fea  fide,  we  reached 
Tortofa. 

The  ancient  name  of  this  place  wasOrthofia.  It  was  a  biftiop's  fee  in  the  province 
of  Tyre.  The  writers  of  the  holy  wars  make  frequent  mention  of  it,  as  a  place  of 
great  ftrength  ;  and  one  may  venture  to  believe  them,  from  what  appears  of  it  at  thit, 
day. 

Its  fituation  is  on  the  fea  fhore  ;  having  a  fpacious  plain  extending  round  about  it 
on  its  other  fides.  What  remains  of  it  is  the  caftle,  which  is  very  large,  and  Hill  in- 
habited. On  one  fide  it  is  wafhed  by  the  fea  ;  on  the  others,  it  is  tortihed  by  a  double 
wall  of  coarfe  marble,  built  after  the  ruitic  manner.  Between  the  two  walls  is  a 
ditch  ;  as  likewife  is  another  encompafiing  the  outermofl  wall.  You  enter  this  for- 
trefs  on  the  north  fide,  over  an  old  draw-bridge,  wiiich  lands  you  in  a  fpacious  room, 
now  for  the  mod  part  uncovered,  but  anciently  well  arched  over,  being  the  church 
belonging  to  the  caftle.  On  one  fide  it  refembles  a  church  ;  and  in  vvitnei's  of  its  being 
fuch,  fhews  at  this  day  feveral  holy  emblems  carved  upon  its  walls,  as  that  of  a  dove 
defcending  over  the  place  where  ftood  the  altar ;  and  in  another  place,  that  of  the  holy 
lamb.  But  on  the  fide  which  fronts  outward,  it  has  the  face  of  a  caftle,  being  built 
with  port  holes  for  artillery,  initead  of  windows.  Round  the  caftle,  on  the  fouth 
and  eaft  fides,  ftood  anciently  the  city.  It  had  a  good  wall  and  ditch  encom palling 
it,  of  which  there  are  ftill  to  be  feen  confiderable  remains.  But  for  other  buildings, 
there  is  nothing  now  left  in  it,  except  a  church,  which  ftands  about  a  furlong  eaft- 
ward  from  the  caftle.  It  is  one  hundred  and  thirty  feet  in  length,  in  breadth  ninety- 
three,  and  in  height  fixty-one.  Its  walls,  and  arches,  and  pillars  are  of  a  baftanl 
marble,  and  all  ftill  fo  entire,  that  a  fmall  expence  would  fuffice  to  recover  it  into 
the  ftate  of  a  beautiful  church  again.  But,  to  the  grief  of  any  chriftian  beholder,  it 
is  now  made  a  itall  for  cattle  ;  and  we  were  when  we  went  to  fee  it,  almoit  up  to  our 
knees  in  dirt  and  mire. 

From  Tortofa  we  fent  our  baggage  before  us,  with  orders  to  advance  a  kv.'  miles 
farther  toward  Tripoli,  to  the  intent  that  we  might  fhorten  our  ftage  to  that  place 
the  next  day.  We  followed  not  long  after,  and  in  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  came  to 
a  river,  or  rather  a  channel  of  a  river,  for  it  was  now  almoft  dry  :  though  queftionlefs 
here  muft  have  been  anciently  no  inconfiderable  ftream  •,  as  we  might  infer  both  from 
the  largenefs  of  the  channel,  and  the  fragments  of  a  ftone  bridge  formerly  laid 
over  it. 

In  about  hali  an  hour  more,  we  came  a  breaft  with  a  fmall  iflimd,  about  a  league 
diftant  from  the  fliore,  called  by  the  Turks  Ru-ad.  This  is  fuppofed  to  be  the  ancient 
Arvad,  Arphad,  or  Arpad  (under  which  feveral  names  it  occurs,  2  Kin.  19,  13  ; 
Gen.  10,  i8;  Ezek.  27,  11,  &c.),  and  the  Aradus  of  the  Greeks  and  Romans.  It 
feemed  to  the  eye  to  be  not  above  two  or  three  furlongs  long  ;  and  was  wholly  filled  up 
with  tall  buildings  like  caftles.  The  ancient  inhabitants  of  this  illand  were  famous  for 
navigation,  and  had  t  connnand  upon  the  continent  as  far  as  Gabala. 

About  a  quarter  of  an  hour  farther  we  came  up  with  our  muleteers ;  they  having 
pitched  our  tents,  before  they  had  gone  fo  far  as  we  intended.  But  this  mifcarriage 
they  well  recompenfed,  by  the  condition  of  the  place  where  they  ftopped  ;  it  affording 
us  the  entertainment  of  feveral  notable  antiquities,  which  we  might  otherwife  perhaps 
have  paffed  by  unobferved.     It  was  at  a  green  plat  lying  within  one  hour  of  Tortofa, 
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a  little  fouthward  of  Aradus,  and  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  fea  ;  having  in  it 
a  good  fountain  (though  of  a  bad  name),  called  the  Serpent  Fountain. 

The  firft  antiquity  that  we  here  obferved  was  a  large  dike,  thirty  yards  over  at  top, 
cut  into  the  firm  rock.  Its  fides  went  floping  down,  with  flairs  formed  out  of  the  na- 
tural rock,  defccnding  gradually  from  the  top  to  the  bottom.  This  dike  ftretched  in  a 
direcl:  line,  eall  and  weft,  more  than  a  furlong;  bearing  ftill  the  fame  figure  of  flairs, 
running  in  right  lines  all  along  its  fides.  It  broke  off  at  lafl  at  a  flat  marfhy  ground, 
extending  about  two  furlongs  betwixt  it  and  the  fea.  It  is  hard  to  imagine  that  the 
water  ever  flowed  up  thus  high;  and  harder  (without  fuppofing  that)  to  refolvc,  for 
what  reafon  all  this  pains  of  cutting  the  rockinfuch  a  faftnon  was  taken. 

This  dike  was  on  the  north  fide  of  the  Serpent  Fountain;  and  jufl  on  the  other  fide 
of  it  we  efpied  another  antiquity,  wiiich  took  up  our  next  obfervation.  There  was  a 
court  of  fifty  five  yards  fquare,  cut  in  tiie  natural  rock  :  the  fides  of  the  rock  Handing 
round  it,  about  three  yards  high,  fupplied  the  place  of  walls.  On  three  fides  it  was 
thus  encompaifed  ;  but  to  the  northward  it  lay  open.  In  the  centre  of  this  area  was  a 
fquare  part  of  the  rock  left  flanding ;  being  three  yards  high,  and  five  yards  and  a  half 
fquare.  This  ferved  for  a  pedefl;al  to  a  throne  erecled  upon  it.  The  throne  was  com- 
pofed  of  four  large  flones  :  two  at  the  fides,  one  at  the  back,  another  hanging  over  all 
at  top,  in  the  manner  of  a  canopy.  The  whole  flrutture  was  about  twenty  feet  high, 
fronting  toward  that  fide  where  the  court  was  open.  The  flone  that  made  the  canopy 
was  five  yards  and  three  quarters  fquare,  and  carved  round  with  a  handfome  cornice. 
What  all  this  might  be  defigned  for  we  could  not  imagine  ;  unlefs,  perhaps,  the  court 
may  pafs  for  an  idol  temple,  and  the  pile  in  the  middle  for  the  throne  of  the  idol :  wiiich 
fcems  tlie  more  probable,  in  regard  that  Hercules,  i.  e.  the  fun,  the  great  abomination 
ofthe  Phoenicians,  was  wont  to  be  adored  in  an  open  temple.  At  the  two  innermoft 
angles  of  the  court,  and  likewife  on  the  open  fide,  were  left  pillars  of  the  natural  rock; 
three  at  each  of  the  former,  and  two  at  the  latter. 

About  half  a  mile  to  the  fouthward  of  the  forefaid  antiquities,  there  flood  in  view 
two  towers ;  but  it  growing  dark,  we  were  forced  to  defer  our  examination  oi  them  till 
the  next  morning.     Our  whole  flage  this  day  exceeded  not  fix  hours. 

Monday,  March  8.— Having  pafled  over  a  relllefs  night,  hi  a  marfliy  and  unwhole- 
fome  ground,  we  got  up  very  early,  in  order  to  take  a  nearer  view  of  the  tv.o  towers 
lafl  mentioned.  We  found  them  to  be  fepulchral  monuments,  eredled  over  two  ancient 
burying  places.     They  iLood  at  about  ten  yards  diflant  from  each  other. 

The  firft  tower  w;is  thirly  three  feet  high.  Its  longell  Hone  or  pedeflal  was  tun 
feet  high,  and  fifteen  fquare :  the  fuperftruclure  upon  which  was,  firit  a  tall  ilone  in 
form  of  a  cylinder,  and  then  another  flone  cut  in  fliape  of  a  pyramid. 

The  other  tower  was  thirty  feet  and  two  inches  high.  Its  pedeflal  was  in  height 
fix  feet,  and  fixtcen  feet  fix  inches  fquare.  It  was  fupported  by  four  lions,  c;u-ved, 
one  at  each  corner  of  the  pedeflal.  The  carving  had  been  very  rude  at  befl  ;  but  was 
now  rendered  by  time  much  worfe.  The  upper  part  reared  upon  the  j)edefhil  was  all 
one  fingle  flone. 

Each  of  thefe  barbarous  monuments  had  under  it  feveral  fepulchres,  the  cnirance-s 
into  which  were  on  the  fouth  fide.  It  coft  us  fome  time  and  pains  to  get  into  thcni ; 
the  avenues  being  obflruCted,  firfl  with  briars  and  weeds,  and  then  with  dirt.  Bur, 
however,  we  removed  botli  thefe  (>bflacles  ;  encouraging  ourfelves  v  ith  the  hopes,  or 
rather  making  ourfelves  merry  with  the  fancy  of  hidden  treafure.  Hut  as  loon  as  we 
were  entered'  into  the  vaults,  we  found  that  our  golden  invaginations  ended  (as  all 
worldly  hopes  and  projefts  do  at  lafl)  in  dull  and  putrefai^lion.     But,  however,  that 
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■we  mipht  not  go  away  without  fome  reward  for  our  pains,  we  took  as  cxaft  a  furvey  as 
we  could  of  thtfc  chambers  ot  darknefs. 

Going  down  fc-vcn  or  eight  fteps,  you  come  to  the  mouth  of  the  fepulchre  ;  where, 
crawling  in,  you  arrive  in  a  chamber,  which  is  nine  feet  two  inches  broad,  and  eleven 
feet  long.  Turning  to  the  right  hand,  and  going  througli  a  narrow  pafTage,  you 
come  to  a  room  which  is  eight  ieet  broad,  and  ten  long.  In  this  clumber  are  feveii 
cells  for  corpfes,  viz.  two  over  againit  tlie  entrance,  four  on  the  left  hand,  and  one 
unfiniflied  on  the  right.  Thefe  cells  were  hewn  direftly  into  the  firm  rock.  We 
meafured  feveral  of  them,  ami  found  them  eight  feet  and  a  half  in  length,  and  three 
feet  three  inches  fquare.  I  would  not  infer  from  hence,  that  the  corpfes  depofited 
here  were  of  fuch  a  gigantic  fize,  as  to  fill  up  fuch  large  coffins  :  thouj^h  at  the  fame 
time  why  fhould  any  men  be  lb  prodigal  of  their  labour,  as  to  cut  thefe  caverns  into  fo 
hard  a  rock  as  this  was,  much  farther  than  neceility  required  ? 

On  the  other  fide  of  the  chamber  was  a  narrow  pallage,  feven  feet  long,  leading  into 
a  room  whofe  dimenfions  were  nine  feet  in  breadth,  and  twelve  in  length.  It  had 
eleven  cells,  of  fomewhat  a  lefs  fize  than  the  former,  lying  at  equal  diflances  all  round 
about  it. 

Palfing  out  of  the  room  foreright,  you  have  two  narrow  entrances,  each  feven  feet 
long,  into  another  room.  This  apartment  was  nine  feet  fquare :  it  had  no  cells  in  it 
like  the  others,  nor  any  thing  elfe  remarkable  ;  but  only  a  bench  cut  all  along  its  fide 
on  the  left  hand.  From  the  defcription  of  this  fepulchre,  it  is  eafy  to  conceive  the 
difpofidon  of  the  other.  The  height  of  the  rooms  in  both  w;is  about  fix  feet  ;  and 
the  towers  were  built  each  over  the  innermoll  room  of  the  fepulchres  to  which  it 
belonged. 

At  about  the  diftance  of  a  furlong  from  tliis  place  we  difcerned  another  tower,  re- 
fembling  this  lafl  defcribed  :  it  was  erected  likewiie  over  a  fepulchre.  There  was  this 
fingularity  obfervable  in  this  lail  fepulchre;  that  its  cells  weie  cut  into  the  rocic  eigh- 
teen feet  in  length  ;  poffibly  to  the  Intent  that  two  or  three  corpitr,  might  be  depofited 
in  each  of  them,  at  the  feet  of  one  another.  But  having  a  long  flage  this  day  to 
Tripoli,  we  thought  k  not  feafonable  to  fpend  any  more  time  in  this  place ;  which 
might  perhaps  have  aflbrdcd  us  feveral  other  antiquities. 

And  yet  for  all  our  hafle,  we  had  not  gone  a  mile  before  our  curiofity  was  again 
arrelled  by  the  obfervation  of  another  tower,  which  appeared  in  a  thicket  not  far  from 
the  way  fide.  It  was  thirty  three  feet  and  a  half  high,  and  thirty-one  feet  fquare  r  com- 
pofed  of  huge  fquare  itones,  and  adorned  with  a  handfome  cornice  all  round  at  top. 
It  contained  only  two  rooms,  one  above  the  other  ;  into  both  which  there  were  en- 
trances on  the  north  fide,  through  two  fquare  holes  in  the  wall.  The  feparation  be- 
tween both  rooms,  as  alfo  the  covering  at  the  top,  was  made,  not  of  arched  work, 
but  of  vaft  fiat  (tones  ;  in  thicknefs  i'our  feet,  and  fo  great  an  extent,  that  two  of  them 
in  each  place  fulficed  to  fpread  over  the  whole  fabric.  This  was  a  very  ancient  ftruc- 
ture,  and  probably  a  place  of  fepulture. 

I  mud  not  forget,  that  round  about  the  Serpent  Fountain,  and  alfo  as  far  as  this 
laft  tower,  we  faw  many  fepulchres,  old  foundations,  and  other  remrins  of  antiquity  ; 
from  all  which  it  may  be  afluredly  concluded,  that  here  rnuft  needs  have  been  fome 
famous  habitation  in  ancient  times  :  but  whether  this  might  be  the  Ximyra,  laid  down 
by  Strabo  hereabouts  (or  as  Pliny  calls  it,  lib.  5,  Nat.  Hilt.  cap.  20,  Simvra,)  the  fame 
pofiibly  with  the  country  of  the  Zemarites,  mentioned  in  conjunction  with  tiie  Arva- 
tiites,  Gen.  10,18,  I  leave  to  others  to  difcufs. 

Having 
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Having  quitted  ourfelves  of  thefe  antiquities,  we  entered  into  a  fpacious  plain, 
extending  to  a  vaft  breadth  between  the  fea  and  the  mountains,  and  in  length  reaching 
ahnoft  us  far  as  Tripoli.  The  people  of  the  country  call  it  Junia,  that  is,  the  Plain; 
which  name  they  give  it  by  way  of  eminency,  upon  account  of  its  vaft  extent.  We  were 
full  feven  hours  in  pafTmg  it ;  and  found  it  all  along  exceeding  fruitful,  by  reafon  of  the 
many  rivers,  and  the  great  plenty  of  water  which  it  enjovs.  Of  thefe  rivers,  the 
firft  is  about  fix  hours  before  you  come  to  Tripoli.  It  has  a  itone  bridge  over  it  of  three 
large  arches,  and  is  the  biggelt  (fream  in  the  whole  plam  ;  for  which  reafon  it  goes  by 
filename  of  Nahor  il  Kibber,  or  the  Great  River.  Abort  half  an  hour  farther  you 
come  to  another  river  c;.Iled  Nahor  Abrofh,  or  the  Leper's  River.  In  three  quarters  of 
an  hour  more  you  pafs  a  third  river,  called  Nahor  Acchar  ;  having  a  handfomc 
ftone  bridge  of  one  very  large  arch,  laid  over  it.     Two  good  hours  more  brings  you  to 

a  fourth  river,  called ,  or  the  Cold  Waters,  with  a  bridge  of  three  arches  over 

it.  From  hence  you  have  two  good  hours  more  to  Tripoli.  I  took,  the  more  exact 
account  of  all  thefe  Itreams,  to  the  intent  that  I  might  give  fome  light,  for  the  better 
deciding  that  difference  which  is  found  in  geographers,  about  the  place  of  the  river 
Eieutherus.  The  moderns,  all  with  one  confent,  give  that  name  to  a  river  between 
Tyre  and  Sidon,  called  by  the  Turks,  Cafmeer.  But  this  contradicts  the  univerfal 
teltiinony  of  the  ancients,  who  place  Kleutherus  more  northward.  Strabo  will  have  it 
fomewhere  between  Ortholia  and  'IVipoli,  as  a  boundarv  dividing  Syria  from  Phce- 
nicia  (p.  518).  Pliny  places  it  near  Orthofia,  emptying  itfelf  into  the  fea  over  againft 
Aradus(Nat.  Hilh  lib.  5.  c.  20).  The  writer  of  the  Maccabees  (i  Mace.  12,  25,  30,) 
lays  it  in  the  land  of  Hamath  ;  which  country,  whate^  er  it  were,  was  certainly  without 
the  borders  of  Ifrael, as  appeais  from  the  fame  author.  To  this  Jofephus  agrees,  placing 
Eieutherus  to  the  north  of  Sidon,  as  mav  be  collected  from  him,  lib.  14,  Antiq.  Jud. 
cap.  7,  8,  where,  fpeaking  of  Mark  Anthony's  donation  to  Cleopatra,  he  reports,  how 
that  extravagant  gallant  gave  her  all  the  cities  between  Eieutherus  and  Egypt,  except 
Tvre  and  Sition,  Piolemy,  as  cited  by  Terranius,  places  it  yet  more  northerly,  between 
Orthofia  and  Balanea.  From  all  which  it  is  evident,  that  this  cannotbe  the  true  ancient 
Eieutherus  which  the  moderns  affign  for  it :  but  that  name  is  rather  to  be  afcribed  to 
one  of  thefe  rivers  croiling  the  plain  of  Junia  :  or  elfe  (if  Pliny's  authority  may  be  relied 
upon)  to  that  river  (now  dry  ^  which  I  mentioned  a  little  on  this  fide  oi  Tortofa, 
and  which  has  its  mouth  almofl  oppofite  to  Aradus.  But  I  will  not  determine  any 
thing  in  this  point,  contenting  myfelf  10  have  given  an  account  ot  the  feveral  rivers  as 
we  pafli^'d  them. 

Tuefday,  March  9 — Drawing  tov.ardsTripoli,  our  muleteers  were  afraid  to  advance, 
left  their  bcafls  miglit  be  prelfed  for  public  fervice  ;  as  they  were  afterwards,  in  fpite  of 
ail  their  caution,  to  our  great  vexation.  So  we  left  the:u  in  tiic  plain  of  junia,  and 
proceeded  ourfelves  for  Tripoli,  where  we  arrived  about  fun-fet.  Our  whole  Itage  this 
dav  was  ten  hours. 

At  Tripoli  we  repofed  a  full  wcjk,  being  very  generoufly  entertained  by  Mr. 
Francis  HalHngs,  the  conful,  and  Mr.  John  Filher,'  merchant ;  thcir's  being  the  only 
Enplirti  houfe  in  Tripoli. 

I'ripoli  is  feated  about  half  an  hour  from  the  fea.  The  major  part  of  the  city  lies  be- 
tw-'iitwo  hills;  one  on  the  eall,  on  which  is  a  cartle  commanding  tiie  place;  another 
on  the  weft,  betw-'jn  the  city  and  tlie  fea.  This  latter  is  laid  to  have  been  at  hrll  railed, 
an.I  to  be  flill  increafed,  by  tiie  daily  acceliion  of  land  blown  to  it  from  the  Ihore  :  upon 
which  occafion  there  goes  a  prophecy,  that  the  whole  city  Ihall,  in  time,  be  buried  with 
this  landy  hill.     But   ihc  Turkl  fe'-in  not  very  appreheiiJive   of  this  prediction;   lor, 
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inllead  of  preventing  the  growth  of  the  hill,  they  fufi'er  it  to  take  its  courfe,  aod  make 
it  a  place  of  picafurc,  which  they  would  have  little  inclination  to  do,  did  they  apprehend 
it  were  fometime  to  be  their  grave. 

Wednefday,  March  1  o. — This  day  we  were  all  treated  by  Mr.  Fiflier  in  the  campagnia. 
The  place  where  we  dined  was  a  narrow  pleafant  valley  by  a  river's  fide,  diflant  from 
the  cit)-  about  a  mile  eafhvard.  Acrofs  the  valley  there  runs  trom  hill  to  hill  a  hand- 
fome  lofty  aqueduct,  carrying  upon  it  fo  large  a  body  of  water  as  fuffices  the  whole 
city.  It  was  called  the  Prince's-Bridge,  fuppofed  to  have  been  built  by  Godfrey  of 
Bulloign. 

Thurfdav,  March  1 1. — This  day  we  all  dined  at  conful  Haftings's  houfe,  and  after 
dinner  went  to  wait  upon  Ofhin,  the  bafla  of  Tript^li ;  having  firft  fent  our  prefent,  as 
the  manner  is  amongil  the  Turks,  to  procure  a  propitious  reception. 

It  is  counted  uncivil  to  vifit  in  this  country  without  an  offering  in  hand.  All  great 
men  expedl  it,  as  a  kind  of  tribute  due  to  their  charafter  and  authority  ;  and  look  upon 
themfelves  as  affronted,  and  indeed  defrauded,  when  this  compliment  is  omitted.  Even 
in  familiar  vifits  amongil;  inferior  people,  you  fhall  feldom  have  them  come  without 
bringing  a  flower,  or  an  orange,  or  fome  other  fuch  token  of  their  refpect  to  the  perfon 
vifited :  the  Turks,  in  this  point,  keeping  up  the  ancient  oriental  cuftom  hinted 
I  Sam.  9,  7  :  '  If  we  go  (fays  Saul),  what  fliall  we  bring  the  man  of  God  ?  There  is 
not  a  prefent,'  &c. ;  which  words  are,  queftionlefs,  to  be  underllood  in  conformity  to 
this  eaftern  cuifom,  as  relating  to  a  token  of  relpect,  and  not  to  a  price  of  divination. 

Friday,  March  12. — In  the  afternoon  we  went  to  vifit  Bell-m.ount,  a  convent  of  Greeks, 
about  two  hours  to  the  fouthward  of  Tripoli.  It  was  founded  by  one  of  the  earls  of 
Tripoli,  and  ftands  upon  a  very  high  rocky  mountain,  looking  over  the  fea  :  a  place  of 
very  difficult  afcent,  though  made  as  acceflible  as  it  was  capable  by  the  labour  of  the 
poor  monks.  It  was  our  fortune  to  arrive  there  juft  as  they  were  going  to  their  evening 
fervice.  Their  chapel  is  large  but  obfcure  ;  and  the  altar  is  inclofed  with  cancelli,  fo  as 
not  to  be  approached  by  any  one  but  the  prieft,  according  to  the  fafhion  of  the  Greek 
churches.  They  call  their  congregation  together,  by  beating  a  kind  of  a  tune  with  two 
mallets,  on  a  long  pendulous  piece  of  plank  at  the  church  door  ;  bells  being  an  abomi- 
nation to  the  Turks. 

Their  fervice  confifted  in  precipitate  and  very  irreverent  chattering  of  certain  prayer> 
and  hymns  to  our  blelfed  Saviour,  and  to  the  blefled  Virgin,  and  in  fome  dark  ceremo- 
nies. The  priefl  that  officiated,  fpent  at  leafl  one-third  part  of  his  time  in  compafling 
the  altar,  and  perfuming  it  with  a  pot  of  incenfe ;  and  then  going  all  round  the  con- 
gregation, flinging  his  incenfe  pot  backward  and  forward,  and  tendering  its  fmoke,  with 
three  repeated  vibrations,  to  every  perfon  prefent.  Towards  the  end  of  the  fervice, 
there  was  brought  into  the  body  of  the  church  a  fmall  table,  covered  with  a  fair  linen 

cloth,  on  which  were  placed  five  fmall  cakes  of  bread  crofs  way,  in  this  form,  00® 

and  in  the  center  of  each  cake  was  fixed  a  fmall  lighted  wax  taper,  a  hole  in  the  cake 
ferving  for  a  focket. 

At  this  ceremony  the  priefl  read  the  gofpel  concerning  our  Lord's  feeding  the  mul- 
titude with  five  loaves :  after  which  the  bread  was  carried  into  the  cancelli,  and  being 
there  fuddenly  broke  to  bits,  was  again  brought  out  in  a  bafket,  and  prefented  to  every 
one  in  the  alfembly,  that  he  might  take  a  little.  After  this  collation,  tlie  priefl  pro- 
nounced the  blefTmg,  and  fo  the  fervice  ended.  On  both  fides  of  the  body  of  the  church 
were  feats  for  the  monks,  in  the  nature  of  the  (tails  for  the  fellows  of  colleges  in  Oxford; 

and 
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and  on  each  hand  of  every  feat  were  placed  crutches.  Thefe  you  find  in  like  manner 
in  moft  churches  of  this  country.  Tlieir  ufe  is  for  the  pried  to  lean  upon  :  the  fervicc 
being  fonietimes  fo  long,  that  tliey  cannot  well  ftay  it  out  without  the  alliflance  of  fuch 
eafeuients,  for  they  are  not  permitted  by  their  rubrick  to  fit  down.  The  younger  monks, 
who  perhaps  may  have  no  great  occafion  for  thefe  fupporters,  do  yet  delight  to  ufe 
them  (as  the  Spaniards  do  fpectacles),  not  for  any  neceifity,  but  in  alfectation  of 
gravity. 

The  monks  of  tliis  convent  were,  as  I  remember,  forty  in  all.  We  found  them 
feemingly  a  very  good  natured  and  induftrious,  but  certainly  a  very  ignor;mt,  people  :  for 
I  found,  upon  enquiry,  they  could  not  give  any  manner  of  rationale  cf  their  own 
divine  fervice.  And  to  fliew  their  extreme  fimplicity,  I  cannot  omit  a  compliment 
made  to  the  conful  by  the  chief  of  them,  viz.  that  he  v/as  as  glad  to  fee  him,  as  if  he 
had  beheld  the  Meffiah  himfelf  coming  in  perfon  to  make  a  vifit  to  him. 

Nor  is  this  ignorance  to  be  much  wondered  at ;  for  what  intervals  of  time  they  have 
between  their  hours  of  devotion  they  are  forced  to  fpend,  not  in  ftudy,  but  in  managing 
of  their  flocks,  cultivating  their  land,  pruning  their  vineyards,  and  other  labours  of  huf- 
bandry,  which  they  accomplifh  with  iheir  own  hands.  'I'his  toil  they  are  obliged  to 
undergo,  not  only  to  provide  for  their  own  fuftenance,  but  alfo  that  they  may  be  able 
to  fatisfy  the  unreafonahle  exaftions  which  the  greedy  Turks,  upon  every  pretence  they 
can  invent,  are  rei^dy  to  impofe  upon  them.  But  that  it  may  be  the  better  guefled  what 
fertof  men  thefe  Greek  monks  are,  I  will  add  this  farther  indication,  viz.  that  the  fame 
perfon  v/hom  we  faw  officiating  at  the  altar  in  his  embroidered  Hicerdotal  robe,  brought 
us  the  next  day,  on  nis  own  back,  a  kid  and  a  goat's  lliin  of  wine,  as  a  prefent 
from  the  convent. 

Saturday,  March  13. — This  morning  we  went  again  to  wait  upon  Oftan  Bafla,  by  his 
own  appointment,  ami  were  entertained,  as  before,  with  great  courtefy  :  for  you  muil 
know,  that  the  Turks  are  not  fo  ignorant  of  civility  and  the  arts  of  endearment,  but 
that  they  can  praftifo  th-rn  with  as  much  cxatfners  as  any  other  nation,  whenever  they 
have  a  mind  to  fliew  themfelves  obliging.  For  the  better  appreliending  of  which,  it 
may  not  be  improper  nor  unpleafant  here  to  defcribe  the  ceremonies  of  a  Turkifh 
vifit,  as  far  as  they  have  ever  fallen  uutlcr  my  obfervation,  either  upon  this  or  any  other 
occafions. 

When  you  would  make  a  vifit  to  a  perfon  of  quality  here,  you  muft  fend  one  before 
v/ith  a  prefent,  to  befpeak  your  admillion,  and  to  know  at  what  hour  your  coming  may 
be  molt  feafonable.  Being  come  to  the  houfe,  thefervants  receive  you  at  theoutermoft 
gate,  and  conduct  you  toward  their  lord  or  mafter's  apartment ;  other  fervants  (I  fup- 
pofe  of  better  rank)  meetmg  you  in  the  way,  at  their  ieveral  (lati'.>ns,  as  you  draw  nearer 
to  the  perfon  you  vifit.  Coming  into  his  room,  you  find  him  prepared  to  receive  vou, 
either  ffanding  at  the  edge  of  the  duan,  or  elfe  lying  down  atone  corner  of  it,  according 
as  he  thinks  it  proper  to  maintain  a  greater  or  lefs  dillinction.  Thefe  duans  are  a  fort  of 
low  (lages,  featcd  in  the  pleaiantelt  part  of  the  room,  elevated  about  fixteen  or  eighteen 
inches,  or  more,  above  the  floor.  They  are  ipread  with  carpets,  and  furnifiied  all 
round  with  boUters  for  leaning  upon.  Upon  thefe  the  Turks  eat,  fleep,  fmoke,  receive 
vifits,  fay  their  prayers,  ike. :  their  whole  delight  is  in  lolling  upon  them,  and  in  turnilh- 
ing  them  richly  out  is  iheir  greateit  luxury. 

Being  come  to  the  fide  of  the  duan,  you  flip  oft"  your  fhoes,  and  lte|jpi:)g  up,  take 
your  place  ;  which  you  muft  do  lirlt  at  fome  diftance,  and  up<m  your  knees,  laying 
your  hands  very  formally  l)efore  you.  Thus  you  nnilt  reuK'.in,  till  the  man  of  quality  invites 
you  to  draw  nearer,  ajid  to  put  yourfelf  in  an  eaficr  podure,  leaning  upon  the  boliter. 

Being 
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Being  tluis  fixed,  he  difcourfes  with  you  as  the  occafion  o.Ters  ;  tiie  fervants  flanJin.t; 
round  all  the  while  in  a  great  number,  and  with  the  proFoaniklh  reipe(5t,  lilence,  and 
order  iniagiiiable.  When  you  have  tali-ced  over  your  bufinely,  or  the  compliments,  or 
whatever  other  concern  brought  you  thither,  he  makes  a  fign  to  have  things  ferved  in 
for  the  entertainment  ;  which  is  generally  a  little  fweetmeat,  a  diili  of  fhorbet,  and  ano- 
ther of  cotfee  :  all  which  are  immediately  brought  in  by  the  fervants,  and  tendered  to 
all  the  guells  in  order,  with  the  greatell  care  and  awlulnefs  imagij'able.  And  they 
have  reafon  to  look  well  to  it,  for  fliould  any  fervant  make  the  leait  flip  or  miftake, 
either  in  delivering  or  receiving  his  diih,  it  might  col''  him  fifty,  perhaps  one  hundred 
drubs  on  his  bare  feet,  to  atone  for  his  crime.  At  lalt  comes  the  finifliing  part  ot  your 
entertainment,  which  is  perfuming  the  beards  of  the  company;  a  ceremony  which  is 
performed  in  this  manner.  They  have  for  this  purpofe  a  fmall  filver  chafling-difli, 
covered  with  a  lid  full  of  holes,  and  fixed  upon  a  handfome  plate  :  in  this  ihey  put  fomt- 
frefli  coals,  and  upon  them  a  piece  of  lignum  aloes  ;  and  then  Ihutting  it  up,  the  fmoke 
immediately  afcends  with  a  grateful  odour  through  the  holes  cf  the  cover.  This  finoke 
is  held  under  every  one's  chin,  and  offered,  as  it  were,  a  facritice  to  his  beard.  The 
brifllyidol  foon  perceives  the  reverence  done  to  it,  and  fo  greedily  takes  in  and  ijicorpo- 
rates  the  gummy  fleam,  that  it  retains  the  favour  of  it,  and  may  ferve  for  a  nofegay  a 
good  \s  hile  after. 

This  ceremony  may,  perhaps,  feem  ridiculous  at  firfl;  hearing,  but  it  pafTes  among  the 
Turks  for  an  high  gratification.  And  I  will  fay  this  in  its  vindication,  that  its  defign  is 
very  wife  and  ufeful :  for  it  is  underftood  to  give  a  civil  difmiifion  to  the  vifitants  ;  inti- 
mating to  them,  that  the  mafter  of  the  houfe  has  bufinefs  to  do,  or  fome  other  avocation, 
that  permits  them  to  go  away  as  foon  as  they  pleafe,  and  the  fooner  after  this 
ceremony  the  better.  By  this  means  you  may,  at  any  time,  without  olfence,  deliver 
yourfelf  from  being  detained  from  your  aifairs  by  tedious  and  unfeafonable  vifits,  and 
from  being  conflniined  to  ufe  that  piece  of  hypocrify,  fo  common  in  the  world,  of  prefling 
thofe  to  flay  longer  with  you,  whom,  perhaps,  in  your  heart  you  wifli  a  great 
wav  off,  for  having  troubled  you  fo  long  already.     But  of  this  enough. 

Having  difcharged  our  vifit  to  Oftan  Baifa,  we  rid  out  after  dinner  to  view  the  marine. 
It  is  about  half  an  hour  diftant  from  the  city.  The  port  is  an  open  fea,  rather  than  an 
inclofed  harbour  :  howevti,  ir  is,  in  part,  defended  from  the  force  of  the  waves  by  two 
fmall  illands,  about  two  leagues  out  from  the  fhore ;  one  of  which  is  called  the 
]5ird,  the  other  the  Coney  Ifland,  being  fo  named  from  the  creatures  which  they  feve- 
rally  produce.  For  its  fecurity  from  pirates,  it  has  feveral  cafllcs,  or  rather  fquare 
towers,  built  all  along  upon  the  fhore  at  convenient  diflances.  They  are,  I  think, 
fix  in  number ;  but  at  prefent  void  of  all  manner  of  force,  both  of  men  and 
ammunition. 

In  tlie  fields  near  the  fliore  appeared  many  heaps  of  ruins,  and  pillars  of  granite,  and 
feveral  other  indications  that  here  mud  have  been  anciently  fome  confiderable  buildings 
this  way :  which  agrees  very  well  with  what  Cafaubon,  in  his  notes  upon  Strabo 
(p.  213),  quotes  out  of  Diodorus,  vi^:.  that  the  place  called  TripoU  was  anciently  a 
clufler  of  three  cities,  flamling  at  a  furlong's  dilfance  from  each  other  ;  of  which  the 
firfl  was  a  feat  of  the  Aradii,  the  fecond  of  the  Sidonians,  the  third  of  the  Tyrians.  And 
from  hence  it  is  probable,  that  Tripoli  was  a  name  given  at  firfl  to  three  diftind  but 
adjacent  places,  and  not  to  one  city  ;  built  (as  is  ufually  faid)  by  the  mingled 
interefl;  of  Tyre,  Sidon,  and  Aradus ;  it  being  hard  to  conceive  how  three  fuch  inde- 
penilent  commonwealths  fhould  thus  concur  in  the  founding  of  one  city  between  them  ; 
and  harder,  how  they  fhould  agree  in  governing  it  afterward. 

Sunday, 
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Sunday,  ?*Iarch  14.— We  continued  flill  in  Tripoli, 

Monday,  March  15. — Refolving  lo  profecute  our  journey  this  day,  we  had  given 
orders  to  our  muleteers  fome  time  before,  to  be  ready  to  attend  us  ;  but  they  bad  been 
lb  frighted  by  the  bafla  of  Sidon's  fervants,  who  were  abroad  in  quefl  of  mules  for  the 
fervice  of  their  maftcr,  that  they  were  run  away,  and  could  not  be  heard  of.  A  difap- 
pointmcnt  which  gave  us  much  vexation,  and  left  us  no  other  remedy,  but  only  to  fupply 
ourfelves  with  frelh  bealls  where  we  could  find  them. 

Having,  after  much  trouble,  put  ourfelves  in  a  new  pofture  of  travelling,  we  parted 
from  I'ripoh  at  three  of  tiie  clock  in  tlie  afternoon.  Proceeding  clofe  by  the  fea,  we 
.  came  in  one  hour  and  a  half  to  Callemone,  a  fmall  village  jufl  under  Bell-mount. 
From  hence  putting  forward  till  near  eight  of  the  clock,  we  came  to  an  high  pro- 
montory, which  lay  direclly  crofs  our  way,  and  broke  off'  abruptly  at  the  fea  fide,  with 
a  cape  very  high,  and  almoft  perpendicular.  In  order  to  pafs  this  barrier,  we  turned 
up  on  the  left  hand,  into  a  narrow  valley  through  which  our  road  lay  ;  and  it  being 
now  late,  we  took  up  our  quarters  there  under  fome  olive  trees,  having  come  in  all  about 
live  hours. 

The  promontory  which  terminated  our  journey,  feems  to  be  that  called  by  Strabo  *, 
TO  TH  QiZ  uTocVuTrcc,  or  the  Face  of  God,  adigned  by  that  author  for  the  end  of 
Mount  Libanus.  Between  this  place  and  Tripoli,  he  mentions  likewife  a  city,  called 
Trieris  :  but  of  this  we  faw  no  footfteps  ;  unlels  you  will  allow  for  fuch,  fome  fepuU 
chres  which  we  faw  cut  in  the  rocks,  about  one  hour  and  a  half  before  we  arrived  at 
the  promontory. 

I'uefday,  March  1 6. — ^We  Were  no  fooner  in  motion  this  morning,  but  we  were 
engaged  in  the  difficult  work  of  crolhngover  the  forementioned  cape.  The  pafs  over 
it  lies  about  a  mile  up  from  the  fea.  \Ve  found  it  very  fteep  and  rugged  ;  but  in  art 
hour  or  thereabout  maflered  it,  and  arrived  in  a  narrow  valley  on  the  other  fide,  which 
brought  the  lea  open  to  us  again.  Near  the  entrance  of  this  valley  (lands  a  fmall  fort, 
ereded  upon  a  rock  perpendicular  on  all  fides,  the  walls  of  the  buildings  being  juft 
adequate  to  the  fides  of  the  rock,  and  feeming  almoft  of  one  continued  piece  with  them. 
This  caflle  is  call  ,'d  Temfeida,  and  commands  the  paffage  into  the  valley. 

In  about  half  ai  hour  from  this  place,  we  came  even  with  Patrone  ;  a  place  cfteemed 
to  be  the  ancient  Botrus.  It  is  fituate  clofe  by  the  fea  ;  and  our  road  lying  fomewhat 
higher  up  in  the  land,  we  diverted  a  little  out  of  the  way  to  fee  it.  We  found  in  it  fome 
remains  of  an  old  church  and  a  monaftery;  but  thefe  are  now  perfectly  ruined  and 
defolate,  as  is  likewife  the  whole  city-  Nor  is  there  any  thing  left  in  it,  to  teltify  it  has 
been  a  place  of  any  great  confideration. 

In  three  hours  more  we  came  to  Gibyle,  called  by  the  Greeks,  Byblus  ;  a  place 
once  famous  for  the  birth  and  temple  of  Adonis.  It  is  pleafantly  fituated  by  the  fea 
fide.  At  prefent  it  contains  but  a  Uttle  extent  of  ground,  but  yet  more  than  enough  for 
the  fmall  number  of  its  Inhabitants.  It  is  compalfed  with  a  dry  lUtch,  and  a  wall,  with 
iquare  towers  in  it  at  about  every  forty  yards  diftance.  On  its  fouth  fide,  it  has  an 
old  caflle :  within  it  is  a  church,  exadly  of  the  fame  figure  with  that  at  Tortofa,  only 
not  fo  entire  as  that.  Befides  this  it  has  nothing  remarkable,  though  anciently  it 
v/as  a  place  of  no  mean  extent,  as  well  as  beauty  ;  as  may  appear  from  the  many 
heaps  of  ruins,  and  the  fine  pillars,  that  are  fcattered  up  and  down  in  the  gardens  near 
the  town. 

•  Strab.  lib.  16  i  Pomp.  Mela,  lib.  I,  cap.  i», 
VOL.  X.  T  T  Gibyle 
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Gibylt'  is  probiibly  the  country  of  the  Giblites,  mentioned,  Jof.  13,  5.  Kin;^  Iliram 
made  ufe  of  the  people  of  this  place  in  preparing  materials  for  Solomon's  Temple  ; 
as  may  be  colle£ted  from  the  Firlt  of  Kinj^s,  5,  18  ;  where  the  word  which  our  tran- 
flator  hath  rendered  ftone-fquarers,  in  the  Hebrew  is  D'^^iJ,  Giblim,  or  Giblites ; 
and  in  the  LXXII  Interpreters,  BiSxioi,  that  is,  the  men  of  Byblus :  the  former  ufing 
the  Hebrew,  the  latter  the  Greek  name  of  this  place.  The  fame  difference  may  be 
obfcrved  likewife,  Ezek.  27.  9.  where  this  place  is  again  mentioned.  The  ancients  of 
Gobal,  fays  our  tranflation,  following  the  Hebrew  :  inftead  of  which,  you  read  in  the 
LXXII  again,  01  — pjo-ev'Tss-.i  BuSa/w^,  the  elders  of  Bybli,  or  Byblus. 

Leaving  Gibvle,  we  came  in  one  hour  to  a  fair  large  river,  with  a  ftone  bridge  over 
it  of  only  one  arch,  but  that  exceeding  wide  and  lofiy.  To  this  river  the  Turks  give 
the  name  of  Ibrahim  Baifu ;  but  it  is  doubtlefs  the  ancient  river  Adonis,  fo  famous 
tor  the  idolatrous  rites  performed  here  in  lamentation  of  Adonis.  Upon  the  bank  of 
this  ftream  we  took  up  our  quarters  for  the  following  night,  having  come  this  day 
about  fix  hours.  We  had  a  very  tempefluous  night  both  of  wind  and  rain,  almolt 
without  celfation,  and  with  fo  great  violence,  that  our  fervants  were  hardly  able  to  keep 
up  our  tents  over  us.  But,  however,  this  accident  which  gave  us  fo  much  trouble  in  the 
night,  made  us  amends  with  a  curiofity,  which  it  yielded  us  an  opportunity  of  beholding 
the  next  morning. 

Wednefday,  March  1 7. — For  by  this  means  we  had  the  fortune  to  fee  what  may  be 
fuppofed  to  be  the  occafion  of  that  opinion  which  Lucian  relates,  concerning  this  river, 
viz.  that  tliis  ftream,  at  certain  feafons  of  the  year,  elpecially  about  the  feaff  of  Adonis, 
is  of  a  bloody  colour ;  which  the  heathens  looked  upon  as  proceeding  from  a  kind 
of  fympathy  in  the  river  for  the  death  of  Adonis,  who  was  killed  by  a  wild  boar  in 
the  mountains,  out  of  which  this  ftream  rifes.  Something  like  this  we  faw  aftually 
come  to  pais :  for  the  water  was  ftained  to  a  furprifing  rednefs,  and  as  we  obferved  in 
travelling,  had  difcoloured  the  fea  a  great  way  into  a  reddifh  hue  ;  occafioned  doubt- 
lefs by  a  fort  of  minium,  or  red  earth,  wafhcd  into  the  river  by  the  violence  of  the  rain, 
and  not  by  any  ftain  from  Adonis's  blood. 

In  an  hour  and  a  quarter  from  this  river,  we  pafTed  over  the  foot  of  the  mountain 
Climax  ;  where,  having  gone  through  a  very  rugged  and  uneven  pafs,  wc  came  into 
a  large  bay,  called  Junia.  At  the  firft  entrance  into  the  bay,  is  an  old  ftone  bridge, 
which  appoints  the  limits  between  the  two  baffalicks  of  Tripoli  and  Sidon.  At  the 
bottom  of  the  bay  are  exceeding  high  and  fteep  mountains,  between  which  and 
the  fea  the  road  lies.  Thefe  are  the  mountains  of  Caftravan,  chiefly  inhabited  by 
Maronites,  famous  for  a  growth  of  excellent  wine.  The  Maronite  bifhop  of  Aleppo 
has  here  his  refidence  in  a  convent,  of  which  he  is  the  guardian.  We  faw  many  other 
fmall  convents  on  the  top  of  thefe  mountains;  one  of  which,  called  Oozier,  was,  as  we 
were  here  told,  in  the  hands  of  ten  or  twelve  Latin  friars.  Towards  the  further  fide 
of  the  bay,  we  came  to  a  fquare  tower  or  caftle,  of  which  kind  there  are  many  ail  along 
•  upon  the  coaft,  for  feveral  days'  journey  from  this  place :  they  are  faid  to  have  been 
built  by  the  emprefs  Helena,  for  the  protection  of  the  country  from  pirates.  At  this 
tower  is  to  be  paid  a  fourth  caphar  *.  It  is  received  by  Maronites,  a  pack  of  rogues, 
more  exacting  and  infolent  in  their  office  than  the  very  Turks  themfelves.  A  little 
beyond  this  place,  we  came  to  a  road  cut  through  the  rocks,  which  brought  us  out  of 
the  bay,  having  been  one  hour  and  a  quarter  in  compafTmg  it.     In  an  hour  more,  Ipent 

*  Half  per  Franck,  quarter  per  fevanl. 

upon 
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upon  a  very  rugged  way  clofe  by  the  foa,  \vc  came  to  the  river  Lycus,  called  alfo  fome 
time  Canis,  and  by  the  Turks  at  this  day,  Nahor  Kelp.  It  derives  its  name  from  an 
idol  in  the  form  of  a  dog,  or  wolf,  which  was  worlhipped,  and  is  faid  to  have  pro- 
nounced oracles,  at  this  place.  The  image  is  pretended  to  be  fhewn  to  ftrangers,  at 
this  day,  lying  in  the  fea  with  its  heels  upward  ;  I  mean  the  body  of  it ;  for  its  oracular 
head  is  reported  to  have  been  broken  off,  and  carried  to  Venice,  where  (if  fame  be  true) 
it  may  be  feen  at  this  day. 

I  know  not  by  what  miflake  feveral  modern  geographers  confound  this  river  with 
Adonis,  making  them  to  be  one  and  the  fame ;  whereas  the  contrary  is  apparent, 
both  from  experimental  obfervation,  and  from  the  authority  of  ancient  geographers. 

This  river  ilTues  into  the  fea  from  between  two  mountains,  excelTive  deep  and  high  ; 
and  fo  rocky,  that  they  feem  to  confifl  each  of  one  entire  Hone.  For,  croiling  the 
river,  you  go  up  between  thefe  mountains  about  a  bow  fhot  from  the  fea,  where  you 
have  a  good  bridge  of  four  arches  ;  near  the  foot  of  which  is  a  piece  of  white  marble, 
inlaid  in  the  fide  of  a  rock,  with  an  Arab  infcription  on  it,  intimating  its  founder  to  have 
been  the  emir  Faccardine  (of  whom  I  Ihall  have  occafion  to  fpeak  more  when  I  come 
to  Beroot).  Being  paffed  the  river,  you  immediately  begin  to  afcend  the  mountain 
(or  rather  great  rock),  hanging  over  it  on  that  fide.  To  accommodate  the  paffage,  you 
have  a  path  above  two  yards  breadth  cut  along  its  fide,  at  a  great  height  above  the  water ; 
being  the  work  of  the  emperor  Antoninus.  For  the  promontory  allowing  no  parthge 
between  it  and  the  fea  at  bottom,  that  emperor  undertook,  with  incredible  labour,  to 
open  this  way  above ;  the  memory  of  which  good  work  is  perpetuated  by  an  infcription, 
I'Ugraven  on  a  table  plained  in  the  fide  of  the  natural  rock,  not  far  from  the  entrance 
into  the  way,  as  follows ; 

imp:  caes  :  m:  aurelius 

antoninus,  pius,  felix,  augustvs 

PARTK :   max:  BRIT  :  germ:  maximus 

PONTIFEX   MAXIMUS 

MONTIBUS  IMMINENTIBUS 

LYCO  FLUMINI    CAESIS    VIAM     DILATAVIT 

PER — (purpofely  erafed) — 

ANTONINIANAM    SUAM 

A  little  higher  up  in  the  way,  are  infcribed  thefe  words : 

INVICTE   imp:    ANTONINE    P:    FELIX    AUG  : 
MULTI5    ANNIS    IMPERA  ! 

In  pafilng  this  way,  we  obferved,  in  the  fides  of  the  rock  above  us,  feveral  tables  of 
figures  carved  ;  which  fcemed  to  promife  fomething  of  antiquity  ;  to  be  liitisfied  of 
which,  fome  of  us  clambered  up  to  the  place,  and  found  there  fome  figns  as  if  the 
old  way  had  gone  in  that  region,  before  Antoninus  cut  the  other  more  convenient  pal- 
fage  a  little  lower.  In  feveral  places  herealwuts,  we  faw  flrange  antique  figures  of 
men,  carved  in  the  natural  rock,  in  mezzo  relievo,  and  in  bignefs  equal  to  the  life. 
Clofe  by  each  figure  was  a  large  table,  plained  in  the  fide  of  the  rock,  and  bordered 
round  with  mouldings.  Both  the  efTigies  and  tlie  tables  appeared  to  have  been  anciently 
infcribed  all  over  ;  but  the  charaftcrsare  now  fo  defaced,  that  nothing  but  the  footileps 
of  them  were  vifihle  ;  only  there  was  one  of  the  figures  that  had  both  its  lineaments  and 
its  infcriptions  entire. 

It  was  our  unhappinefs  to  have  at  this  place  a  very  violent  llorm  of  thunder  and 
rain,  which  made  our  company  too  much  in  hafle  to  make  any  long  Hay  here  ;  by 

T  y  2  which 
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which  misfortune  I  was  prevented,  to  my  great  regret,  from  copying  the  infcripticfn, 
and  making  fuch  an  exaft  fcrutiny  into  this  antiquity  as  it  feemed  very  well  to  deferve. 
I  hope  fome  curious  traveller  or  other  will  have  better  fuccefs,  in  pading  this  wav 
hereafter.  The  figures  feemed  s*  refemble  mummies,  and  were,  perhaps,  the  repre- 
fentation  of  fome  perfons  buried  hereabout ;  whofe  fepulchres  might  probably  alfo  be 
difcovered  by  the  diligent  obferver. 

The  Antonine  way  extends  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour's  travel.  It  is  at  prefent  fo 
broken  and  uneven,  that  to  repair  it  would  require  no  lefs  labour,  than  that  where- 
with it  was  at  firll  made.  After  this  pafs,  you  come  upon  a  fmooth  fandy  fliore,  which 
brings  you  in  about  one  hour  and  '  ilf  to  the  river  Beroot  (for  I  could  learn  no  other 
name  it  had).  It  is  a  large  river,  and  has  over  it  a  flone  bridge  of  fix  arches.  On 
its  other  fide  is  a  plaii;  field  near  the  fea,  which  is  fiiid  to  be  the  (tage  on  which 
St.  George  duelled  and  killed  the  dragon.  In  memory  of  this  achievement,  there  is 
a  fmall  chapel  built  upon  the  place,  dedicated  at  firfl  to  that  chriflian  hero  ;  but  now 
perverted  to  a  mofque.  From  hence,  in  an  hour,  we  arrived  at  Beroot,  very  wet  by 
reafon  of  the  long  and  fevere  rain.  However,  we  found  here  the  flielter  of  a  good  kane 
by  the  fea  fide,  and  there  we  took  up  our  quarters.  Our  whole  ftagc  this  day  \vas  about 
fix  hours  and  half. 

Thurfday,  March  18. — The  day  following  we  fpent  at  Beroot;  being  credibly  in- 
formed that  the  river  Damer,  which  lay  in  our  next  (tage,  was  fo  fwoln  by  the  late 
rains  that  it  would  be  impaffable.  This  place  was  called  anciently  Bcrytus ;  from 
which  the  idol  Baal  Berith  is  fuppofed  to  have  had  its  name.  And  afterwards  being 
greatly  efleemed  byAuguflus,  had  many  privileges  conferred  upon  it ;  and  together  witli 
them  a  new  name,  viz.  Julia  Fehx.  But  at  prefent,  it  retains  nothing  of  its  ancient 
felicity,  except  the  fituation  ;  and  in  that  particular  it  is  indeed  very  happy.  It  is  feated 
on  the  fea-fide,  in  a  foil  fertile  and  delightful,  raifed  only  fo  high  above  the  fait  water, 
as  to  be  fecure  from  its  overflowings,  and  all  other  noxious  and  unwholcfome  eft'cfts  of 
that  clement.  It  has  the  benefit  of  good  frefli  fprings  flowing  down  to  it  frorn  the  ad- 
jacent hills,  and  difpenfed  all  over  the  city,  in  convenient  and  not  unhandfome  foun- 
tains. But  befides  thefe  advantages  of  its  fituation,  it  has  at  prefent  nothing  elfe  to 
boall  of. 

The  emir  Faccardine  had  his  chief  refidence  in  this  place.  He  was  in  the  reign  of 
fultan  Morat,  the  fourth  emir,  or  prince  of  the  Drufcs  ;  a  people  fuppofed  to  have  de- 
Icended  from  fome  difperfed  remainders  of  thofe  chriflian  armies,  that  engaged  in  the 
crufades,  for  the  recovery  of  the  Holy  Land  ;  who  afterwards,  being  totally  routed,  and 
d?fpairing  of  a  return  to  their  native  country  again,  betook  themfclves  to  the  mountains 
hereabout ;  in  which  their  defcendants  have  continued  ever  fince.  Faccardine  being 
(as  I  faid)  prince  of  thefe  people,  was  not  contented  to  be  penned  up  in  the  mountains  ; 
but  by  his  power  and  artifice,  enlarged  his  dominions  down  into  the  plain  all  along 
the  fea  coafl  as  far  as  from  this  place  to  Acra.  At  laft,  the  grand  feignior,  grown 
jealous  of  fuch  a  growing  power,  drove  the  wild  beaft  back  again  to  the  mountains, 
from  whence  he  had  broke  loofe ;  and  there  his  pofterity  retiiin  their  principality  to 
this  day. 

We  went  to  view  the  palace  of  this  prince,  which  flands  on  the  north  eafl  part  of 
the  city.  At  the  entrance  of  it  is  a  marble  fountain,  of  greater  beauty  than  is  ufually 
feen  in  Turkey.  The  palace  within  confifts  of  feveral  courts,  all  now  run  much  to 
ruin  ;  or  rather  perhaps  never  finiflied.  The  ftables,  yards  for  horfes,  dens  for  lions, 
and  other  favage  creatures,  gardens,  &c.  are  fuch  as  would  not  be  unworthy  of  the 
<juality  ol  a  prince  in  Ghriftendom,   were  they  wrought  up  to  that  perfection  of 

I  which 
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wfiich  they  are  capable,  and  to  wliich  they  feem  to  have  been  defigned  by  their  firft 
contriver. 

But  the  beft  fight  that  this  palace  affords,  and  the  worthiefl  to  be  remembered,  is  the 
orange  garden.  It  contains  a  large  quadrangular  plat  of  ground,  divided  into  fixteen 
lefler  fquares,  four  in  a  row,  with  walks  between  them.  The  walks  are  fhaded  with 
orange  trees  of  a  large  fpreading  fize,  and  all  oi  fo  fine  a  growth,  both  for  flem  and 
head,  that  one  cannot  imagine  any  thing  more  perfect  in  this  kind.  They  were,  at  the 
time  when  we  were  there,  as  it  were,  gilded  with  fruit,  hanging  thicker  upon  them 
than  ever  I  faw  apples  in  England.  Every  one  of  thefe  fixteen  lelfer  fquares  in  the 
garden  was  bordered  with  (tone ;  and  in  the  ftone-work  were  troughs  very  artificially 
contrived,  for  conveying  the  water  all  over  the  garden  ;  there  being  little  outlets  cut  at 
every  tree,  for  the  ilream  as  it  paffed  by,  to  flow  out  and  water  it.  Were  this  place  under 
the  cultivation  of  an  Englifh  gardener,  it  is  inipoifible  any  thing  could  be  made  more 
delightful.  But  thefe  hefperides  were  put  to  no  better  ufe,  when  we  faw  them,  than  to 
ferve  as  a  fold  for  fheep  and  goats  ;  infomuch,  that  in  many  places  they  were  up  to  the 
knees  in  dirt ;  fo  little  fenfe  have  the  Turks  of  fuch  refined  delights  as  thefe  ;  being  a 
people  generally  of  the  groffeft  apprehenfion,  and  knowing  few  other  pleafures  but  fuch 
fenfualides  as  are  equally  common  both  to  men  and  beads.  On  the  eaft  fide  of* 
this  garden  were  two  terrace  walks  rifing  one  above  the  other,  each  of  them  having  an 
afcent  to  it  of  twelve  fteps.  They  had  both  feveral  fine  fpreading  orange  trees  upon 
them,  to  make  fhades  in  proper  places  ;  and  at  the  north  end  they  led  into  booths  and 
fummer-houfes,  and  other  apartments  very  delightful ;  this  place  being  defigned  by 
Faccardine  for  the  chief  feat  of  his  pleafure. 

It  may,  perhaps,  be  wondered,  how  this  emir  fliould  be  able  to  contrive  any  thing 
fo  elegant  and  regular  as  this  garden  ;  feeing  the  Turkifli  gardens  are  ufually  nothing 
elfe  but  a  confufed  mifcellany  of  trees,  jumbled  together  without  either  knots,  walks, 
arbours,  or  any  thing  of  art  or  defign,  fo  that  they  feem  like  thickets  rather  than  gardens. 
But  Faccardine  had  been  in  Italy,  where  he  had  iecn  things  of  another  nature,  and 
knew  well  how  to  copy  them  in  his  own  country.  For,  indeed,  it  appears  by  thefe 
remains  of  him,  that  he  mufl  needs  have  been  a  man  much  above  the  ordinary  level  of 
a  Turkifh  genius. 

In  another  garden  we  faw  feveral  pedeftals  for  ftatues  ;  from  whence  it  may  be  inferred 
that  this  emir  was  no  very  zealous  mahometan.  At  one  corner  of  the  fiime  garden 
ftood  a  tower  of  about  fixty  feet  high  ;  defigned  to  have  been  carried  to  a  much  greater 
elevation  for  a  watch-tower,  and  for  that  end  built  with  an  extraordinary  flrength,  its 
walls  being  twelve  feet  thick.  From  this  tower  we  had  a  view  of  the  whole  city. 
Amongfl  other  profpecl."",  it  yielded  us  the  fight  of  a  large  Chriitian  church,  faid  to  have 
been  at  firlf  conlecrated  to  St.  John  the  Evangelill:.  But,  it  being  now  ufurped  by  the 
Turks  for  their  chief  mofque,  we  could  not  be  permitted  to  fee  it  otherwife  than  at  this 
diftance.  pother  church  there  is  in  the  town,  which  feems  to  be  ancient ;  but  being 
a  very  mean  fabrick,  is  fulfercd  to  remain  flill  in  the  hands  of  the  Greeks.  We  found 
it  adorned  with  abund;mce  of  old  pifturcs ;  amongft  the  reft  I  faw  one  with  this  little 
infcriptlon,  KiicpTo;  zjfuroq  A/ip^ifTriVKosro?  B»ipHTa  :  and  jull  by  it  was  the  figure  of  Nefto- 
rius,  who  commonly  makes  one  amongfl  the  faints  painted  in  the  Greek  churches; 
though  they  do  not  now  profefs,  nor,  I  believe,  fo  much  as  know  his  herefy.  But  that 
which  appeared  mofl  obfervable  was  a  very  odd  figure  of  a  faint,  drawn  at  full 
length,  with  a  large  beard  reaching  down  to  his  feet.  'I'he  curate  gave  us  to  underftand 
that  this  was  St.  Nicephorus  ;  and  perceiving  that  his  beard  was  tlic  chief  object  of  our 
admiration,  he  gratified  us  with  the  following  relation  concerning  him,  viz.  That  he  was 

a  perfon 


32(J  A    JOURNEY    FROM    ALEPPO    TO    JERUSALEM, 

a  perfon  of  the  mod  eminent  virtues  in  his  time  ;  but  his  great  misfortune  was,  that  the 
endowments  of  liis  mind  were  not  fet  off  witli  the  outward  ornament  of  a  beard. 
Upon  occafion  of  which  defeft,  he  fell  into  a  deep  melancholy.  The  devil,  taldng  the 
advantajre  of  this  priefl,  promifcd  to  give  him  that  boon  which  nature  had  denied,  in 
cafe  he  would  comply  with  his  fuggcilions.  The  beardlefs  faint,  though  he  was  very 
defirous  of  the  rev/ard  propofed,  yet  he  would  not  purchafe  it  at  that  rate  neither,  but 
rejeftcd  the  previous  bribe  with  indignation,  declaring  refolutely,  that  he  had  rather  for 
ever  defpair  of  hiswifli  than  obtain  it  upon  fuch  terms.  And  at  the  fame  time,  taking 
in  his  hand  the  downy  tuft  upon  his  chin,  to  witnefs  the  ftabiiity  of  his  refolution  (for  he 
had.  It  feems,  beard  enough  to  fwear  by),  behold  !  as  a  reward  for  his  conllancy,  he 
found  the  hair  immediately  ftretch,  with  the  pluck  that  he  gave  it.  Whereupon,  finding 
it  in  fo  good  a  humour,  lie  followed  the  happy  omen ;  and,  as  young  heirs  that  have 
been  ni^^gardly  bred,  generally  turn  prodigals  when  they  come  to  their  eftates,  fo  he 
never  defiftcd  from  pulling  his  beard  till  he  had  wiredrawn  it  down  to  his  feet.  But 
enough  both  of  the  beard  and  the  (lory.     At  the  ealt  end  of  the  Beroot  are  to  be  feen 

feven  or  eight  beautiful  pillars  of  granite,  each  feet  long,  and  three  in  diameter. 

And  over  another  gate,  not  far  dillant,  we  found  in  a  piece  of  marble,  this  following 

infcription  :  Tr?  tk  -sr^oc-iovToi  aVJ'jJof  inoicc;  ai'fi  (Ttx^-ng  tXiy^^^  »  uTooiro^"?  yen'STai  iiin 
■BTflsS'Jui;;    o    TTUpiyji^     «    y-n    Siat  ~x^a,   yiiip  to    fj.U'^ov    yu\iiTXi     wAr,^*;?  Jj^stpif.       TH2  TOT 

nroXIONTOI  AN'APOX  ENNOIA2.  Such  as  thefe  were  the  capitals.  It  was,  probably, 
at  firfl:  an  altar-infcription,  rehiling  to  the  offertory  in  the  holy  communion  ;  for  its  fenfe 
feems  to  look  that  way  ;  and  it  is  well  known  that  the  comers  to  the  bleffed  facrament 
were  called  by  the  ancients,  by  the  peculiar  name  of  o?  tt^oo-Uvtc?,  as  Valefius  proves  out 
of  St.  Chryfoffom.  Vales.  Not.  in  Eufeb.  Eccl.  Hilt.  lib.  7,  cap.  9. 

On  the  fouth-fide,  the  town-wall  is  ftill  entire,  but  built  out  of  the  ruins  of  the  old 
•city,  as  appears  by  pieces  of  pillars  and  marble,  which  help  to  build  it.  In  one  piece 
of  marble-table  we  faw  thefe  remaining  letters  of  a  Latin  infcription  : 

VG.    ETTA — 

— XI    CUM  — 
VS    PHOEBUS 

All  the  reft  being  purpofely  erafed. 

A  little  without  this  wall,  we  faw  many  granite  pillars  and  remnants  of  Mofaic  floors  ; 
-and  in  an  heap  of  rubbifh,  feveral  pieces  of  polilhed  marble,  fragments  of  Itatues,  and 
other  poor  relics  of  this  city's  ancient  magnificence.  On  the  fea  fide  is  an  old  ruined 
caftle,  and  fome  remains  of  a  fmall  mole. 

Friday,  March  19. — Leaving  Beroot,  we  came,  in  one-third  of  an  hour,  to  a  large 
plain  extending  from  the  fea  to  the  mountains.  At  the  beginning  of  the  plain  is  a 
grove  of  pine  trees,  of  Faccardine's  plantation.  We  gueffcd  it  to  be  more  than  half  a 
mile  acrofs,  and  fo  pleafant  and  inviting  was  its  fhade,  that  it  was  not  without  fome 
regret  that  we  paffed  it  by.  Continuing  in  this  plain,  we  faw  at  a  diftance,  on  our  left 
hr.nd,  a  fmall  village  called  Suckfoat.  It  belongs  to  the  Drufes,  who  poffefs  at  this  day 
a  long  traft  of  mountains  as  far  as  from  Caftravan  to  Carmel.  Their  prefent  prince  is 
Achmct,  grandfon  to  Faccardine ;  an  old  man,  and  one  who  keeps  up  the  cuftom  of 
his  anceftors,  of  turning  day  into  night ;  an  hereditary  pradice  in  his  family,  proceeding 
from  a  traditional  perfuafion  amongft  them,  that  princes  can  never  fleep  fecurely 
but  by  day,  when  men's  aclions  and  defigns  are  beft  obferved  by  their  guards,  and  if 
need  be,  moft  eafily  prevented  ;  but  that  in  the  night  it  concerns  them  to  be  always 
vigilant,  left  the  darknefs,  aided  by  their  fleeping,  fhould  give  traitors  both  opportunity 

and 
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and  encouragement  to  ailault  their  perfons,  and  by  a  tiagger  or  a  piRol,  to  make  them 
continue  their  fleep  longer  than  they  intended  when  they  lay  down. 

Two  hours  from  Faccardine's  grove  brought  us  to  the  fifth  caphar,  and  another  little 
hour  to  the  river  Darner  or  Tamyras  ;  the  former  being  its  )nodern,  the  latter  its  ancient 
name.  It  is  a  river  apt  to  fwell  much  upon  fudden  riuns,  in  which  cafe,  precipitating 
ilfelt  from  the  mountains  with  great  rapid'ity,  it  has  been  fatal  to  many  a  paflenger ; 
among  the  reft,  one  Monneur  Spon,  nephew  to  Dr.  Spon,  coming  from  Jerufulem 
about  four  years  ago,  in  company  with  fome  Englifh  gentlemen,  was,  in  pailing  this 
Itreair.,  hurried  down  by  it,  and  perifhed  in  the  fea,  which  lies  about  a  furlong  lower 
than  the  pafTage. 

We  had  the  good  fortune  to  find  the  river  in  a  better  temper,  its  waters  being  now 
affuaged  fince  the  late  rains.  However,  the  country  fellows  v\  ere  ready  here,  according 
to  their  trade,  to  have  alliited  us  in  our  pafling  over.  In  order  to  which,  they  had 
very  officioufly  ftripped  themfelves  naked  againfl  our  coming  ;  and  to  the  end  that  they 
might  oblige  us  to  make  ufe  of  their  help,  for  which  they  will  be  well  paid,  they 
brought  us  to  a  place  where  the  water  was  deepeft,  pretending  there  was  no  other 
pafTage  befides  that ;  which  cheat  we  faw  them  actually  impofe  upon  fome  other  tra- 
vellers, who  came  not  long  after  us.  But  we  had  been  advifed  of  a  place  a  little 
higher  in  the  river,  where  the  ftream  was  broader  and  fnallower,  and  there  we  eafily 
palled  without  their  afiiftance.  Juft  by  this  place  are  the  ruins  of  a  ftone  bridge,  of 
which  one  might  guefs  by  the  firmnefs  of  its  remains,  that  it  might  have  been  ftiil 
entire,  had  not  thel'e  villains  broke  it  down  in  order  to  their  making  their  advantages  of 
paflengers ;  either  conducting  them  over  for  good  pay,  or  elfe,  if  they  have  opportunity, 
drowning  them  for  their  fpoils. 

On  the  other  fide  of  the  river,  the  mountains  approach  clofer  to  the  fea,  leaving  only 
a  narrow  rocky  way  between.  From  Damer,  in  two  hours,  we  came  to  another  river 
of  no  inconfiderable  figure,  but  not  once  mentioned  by  any  geographer  that  I  know 
of.  It  is  within  one  hour  of  Sidon.  Its  channel  is  deep,  contains  a  good  llream,  and 
has  a  large  ftone  bridge  over  it.  Speaking  of  this  river  to  the  Reverend  Father  Stephano, 
Maronite  patriarch  at  Canobine,  he  told  me  it  was  called  Awle,  and  had  its  fountain 
near  Bcrook,  a  village  in  Mount  Libanus. 

At  this  river  we  were  met  by  fevcral  of  the  French  merchants  from  Sidon  ;  they  hav- 
ing a  faftory  there  the  mcft  confidcrablc  of  all  theirs  in  the  Levant.  Being  arrived  at 
Sidon,  we  pitched  our  tents  by  a  ciftern  without  the  city  ;  but  were  ourfclves  conducted 
by  the  French  gentlemen  to  the  place  of  their  habitation,  which  is  a  large  kane  clofe  by 
the  fea,  where  the  conful  and  all  the  nation  are  quartered  together.  Before  the  front 
of  this  kane  is  nn  old  mole  running  into  the  fea  with  a  right  angle  ;  it  was  of  no  great 
capacity  at  beft,  but  now  is  rendered  perfciTdy  ufelefs,  having'  been  purp-ofely  filled  uj-* 
with  rubbifli  and  earth,  by  Faccardine,  to  prevent  the  Turkifh  gallics  from  making  their 
unwelcome  vifit  to  this  place.  The  mole  being  thus  deftroycd,  all  fliips  that  take  in 
their  burthen  here,  ;we  forced  to  ride  at  anchor  under  the  fhelter  of  a  finall  ridge  of 
rocks,  about  a  mile  dillant  from  the  fhore  on  the  north  fide  of  the  city.  Sidon  is  ftochcd 
well  enough  with  inhabitants,  but  is  very  much  flirunk  from  its  ancient  extent,  and  more 
from  its  fpiendour  ;  as  appears  from  a  great  many  beautiful  pillars  that  lie  Icattered  up 
and  down  the  gardens  without  the  prefent  walls.  Whatever  antiquitie;>  "liiy,  at  any 
time,  have  been  hereabout,  they  axe  now  all  perfedly  obfcurcd  and  buried  by  the 
Tuikifh  buildings.  Upon  the  fouth  fide  of  rhe  city,  on  a  hill,  ftands  an  old  caftle,  f.u\l 
to  have  been  the  work  of  l^ewis  the  Ninth  of  France,  furnamed  the  Saint ;  and  not  lar 
irom  the  calUe  is  an  old  unlinilhed  palace  of  Faccardine's,  fcrving,  however,  the  balfa 
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for  hie  fcragllo  ;  neither  of  tlicm  worth  mentioning,  had  the  city  a{R)rded  us  any 
thing  elfe  more  remarkable.  Near  about  Sidon  begin  the  precincts  of  the  Holy 
Land,  and  of  that  part  of  it  in  particular  which  was  allotted  to  Alher.  The  borders  of 
which  tribe  extended  from  Carmel  as  far  as  great  Zidon,  as  appears  from  Jofti. 
19,  26,  28.  But  the  people  upon  the  fea  coalts  were  never  aftualiy  mallercd  by  the 
Ifraelites ;  being  left,  by  the  jufl  judgment  of  God,  to  be  thorns  in  their  fides, 
for  a  reafon  that  may  be  feen.  Jud.  2.   i,  2,  3,  &c. 

The  pcri'on  who  is  the  French  conful  at  Sidon,  has  alfo  the  title  of  conful  of  Jerufa- 
lem  ;  and  is  obliged  by  his  mafter,  the  French  king,  to  make  a  vifit  to  the  holy  city 
every  EaJlcr,  under  pretence  of  preferving  the  fanftuary  there  from  the  violations,  and 
the  friars  who  have  the  cuftody  of  it,  from  the  exactions  of  the  Turks.  But  the  friars 
think  themfelves  much  fafer  without  this  protection.  We  were  defirous  to  join  witli 
Monfiour  I'Empereur,  the  prefent  conful,  in  his,  this  year's,  pilgrimage  ;  and  accord- 
ingly had  fent  him  a  letter  from  Aleppo  on  purpoi'e  to  bclpeak  that  favour ;  hoping  by 
his  protedtion  to  pafs  more  fecurely  from  the  abufes  of  the  Arabs  and  Turks,  who  are  no 
where  lb  infolcni  as  in  Paleftine,  and  about  Jerufalem.  We  had  his  promife  to  ftay  for 
us  ;  but  the  rcmoras  and  difappointments  we  met  with  in  the  road,  had  put  us  fo  back- 
ward in  our  journey,  that  fearing  to  be  too  late  at  Jerufalem,  he  fet  out  from  Sidon  the 
day  before  our  arrival  there  :  leaving  us,  however,  fome  hopes  that  if  we  made  the  befl: 
ot  our  way,  we  might  come  up  with  him  at  Acra,  where  he  promifed  to  expeft  our 
coming  to  the  utmoft  moment. 

Saturday,  March  20. — Being  defirous,  therefore,  not  to  lofe  the  convenience  of  his 
company,  we  fet  out  early  the  next  morning  from  Sidon  ;  and  travelling  in  a  very  fruit- 
ful plain,  came  in  half  an  hour  to  a  place  where  we  found  a  large  pillar  of  granite,  lying 
acrofs  the  highway,  and  funk  a  good  part  under  ground.  Obferving  fome  letters  upon 
it,  we  took  the  pains  to  dig  away  the  earth,  by  which  means  we  recovered  this  fragment 
of  an  infcription  : 

IMPERATORF.S, 

CAESARES, 

L    SEPTIMUS    SE- 

VERUS,    PIUS    PER- 

TINAX,    AUG  :    ARA- 

BICUS    ADIABENICUS, 

PARTHICUS,    MAXI- 

MUS,    TRIBUNICIA 

POTES  :  VI.  imp:   xi.  cos  [] 

PRO     Zi      COS     ^     P    ^      P 

ET    M     (^    AUREL:    ANTONI- 
NUS   AUG  :    FILIUS     ^     EJUS 
■ BiT    ARIA 


EN    OIUM    d    R" 


FVM 


IC    PR :    PRAET 


PROVING     £f    SYRIAE 

ET    PHAe3    NIC     ^    RENOVAVERUNT 

z/  D  ^ 

Some  gentlemen  of  our  nation,  in  their  journey  to  Jerufalem,  tliis  lail  Eafter,  an.  1699, 
found  another  pillar,  at  about  mid-way,  between  that  we  faw  and  Sidon,  of  the  fame 

make 
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make  and  ufe ;  from  \vh!ch  they  took  the  forcfaid  infcription  more  peife£lly.     As  far  as 
jfilhts  ejus  there  is  no  variation,  and  after  that  it  goes  on  thus, 

VIAS    ET    MILLIARIA 

FR — O      CS    VENIDIVM    RV 

FVM     ^    LEG     d    AUGG     gf 

L PR     /f    PRAESIDEM 

PROVING     ^    SYRIAEPHOE 
NIC     ^    RENOVAVERUNT 

Cr  I   n 

By  which  we  may  obferve  the  exactnefs  of  the  Romans  in  meafuring  out  their  roads, 
and  marking  down  upon  every  pillar  the  number  of  miles,  as  I.  11.  III.  &c. 

A  little  beyond  this  pillar,  we  parted  in  fight  of  Ko-ri-e,  a  large  village  on  the  fide  of 
the  mountains ;  and  in  two  hours  and  a  half  more,  came  to  Sarphan,  fuppofed  to  be  the 
ancient  Serephath,  or  Sarepta,  fo  famous  for  the  refidence  and  miracles  of  the  prophet 
Elijah.  The  place  fliewn  us  for  this  city,  confifted  of  only  a  few  houfes,  on  the  tops 
of  the  mountains,  within  about  half  a  mile  of  the  fea ;  but  it  is  more  probable,  the 
principal  part  of  the  city  flood  below,  in  the  fpace  between  the  hills  and  the  fea ;  there 
being  ruins  ftill  to  be  fcen  in  that  place  of  a  confiderable  extent.  From  hence,  in  three 
hours,  we  arrived  at  Cafimeer,  a  river  large  and  deep,  running  dowm  to  the  fea  through 
a  plain,  it  which  it  creeps  along  with  various  meanders  and  turnings.  It  had  once  % 
good  ftone  bridge  laid  over  it,  of  four  arches ;  but  of  that  nothing  remains  at  prefent, 
except  the  fupporters ;  between  which  there  are  laid  beams  and  boards  to  fupply  the 
room  of  the  arches,  and  to  make  a  paflage  over.  But  fo  carelefs  and  loofe  is  the  fabrick, 
that  it  looks  like  a  trap  rather  than  a  bridge.  We  had  one  horfe  dropt  through,  not- 
withftanding  our  utmoft  care  to  prevent  fuch  misfortunes.  But  it  was  our  good  luck 
to  recover  him  again  fafe  afhore. 

This  river  is  afligned  by  our  modern  geographers  for  the  old  Eleutherus ;  but  how 
erroneoufly  has  been  afore-mentioned.  Strabo  mentions  a  certam  river  falling  into  the 
fea  near  Tyre,  on  this  fide  (wfic  Tu'fw  IloTaftof  t^'V,*-!,  p.  521),  which  can  be  no  other 
than  this ;  but  he  omits  to  acquaint  us  with  its  name.  Within  a  bow-(hot  of  the  river 
Cafimeer  is  a  kane  of  the  fame  name,  from  which,  keeping  near  the  fea  fide,  you  arrive 
in  an  hour  at  Tyre. 

This  city,  (landing  in  the  fea  upon  a  peninfula,  promifes,  at  a  diflance,  fomething  very 
magnificent.  But  when  you  come  to  it,  you  find  no  fimilitude  of  that  glory  for  wh.ich  it 
was  fo  renowned  in  ancient  times,  and  which  the  prophet  Ezekiel  defcribes,  chap.  26.  27, 
28.  On  the  north  fide  it  has  an  old  Turkifli  ungarrifoned  caftle  ;  befides  which,  you 
fee  nothing  here  but  a  mere  Babel  of  broken  walls,  pillars,  vaults,  &c.  there  being  not  fo 
much  as  one  entire  houfe  left.  Its  prefent  inhabitants  are  only  a  few  poor  wretches, 
harbouring  themfelves  in  the  vaults,  and  fubfifliug  chiefly  upon  filhing  ;  who  feem  to 
be  preferved  in  this  place  by  Divine  Providence,  as  a  \'ifible  argument  how  God  hiis 
fulfilled  liis  word  concerning  Tyre,  viz.  '  That  it  (hould  be  as  the  top  of  a  rock,  a  place 
for  filhers  to  dry  their  nets  on.'    Ezek.  26.  14. 

In  the  midfi  of  the  ruins,  there  (lands  up  one  pile  higher  than  the  reft,  which  is  the 
eafl  end  of  a  great  cluirch,  probably  of  the  cathedral  of  'lyre  ;  and  why  not  the  very 
fame  that  was  ere»fled  by  its  bilhop  Paulinus,  and  honoured  with  that  famous  confecra- 
tion-fermon  of  liufebius,  recorded  by  himfelf  in  his  Ecd.  Hill.  lib.  10,  cap.  4,  this 
having  been  an  archie  pifcopal  fee  in  the  ChrifUan  times? 

VOL.  X.  u  u  1  caiiiiw' 
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I  cannot  In  this  ])Iace  omit  an  obfcrvation  made  by  mofl  of  our  company  in  this' 
journey,  viz.  That  in  all  the  ruins  of  churches  which  we  faw,  though  their  other  parts 
were  totally  (.leinolifliod,  yetthecafl;  end  wc  always  found  ftanding,  and  tolerably  entire. 
Whether  the  Chriflians,  when  overrun  by  infidels,  redeemed  their  altars  from  ruin  with 
money  ;  or  whether,  even  the  barbarians,  when  they  demolifhed  the  other  parts  of  the 
churches,  might  voluntarily  fpare  thefe,  out  of  an  awe  and  veneration  ;  or  whether  they 
have  flood  thus  long,  by  virtue  of  feme  peculiar  firmnefs  in  the  nature  of  their  fabric  ; 
or  whether  fome  occult  Providence  has  preferved  them,  as  fo  many  (landing  monu- 
ments of  chriftianity  in  thefe  unbelieving  regions,  and  prefages  of  its  future  reiteration^ 
I  will  not  determine.  This  only,  I  will  fay,  that  v.-c  found  it  in  faiSl,  fo  as  I  defcribed, 
m  all  the  ruined  churches  that  came  in  our  way  ;  being,  perhaps,  not  fewer  than  one 
hundred  ;  nor  do  I  remember  ever  to  have  feen  one  inftance  of  the  contrary.  This  might 
juflly  fecm  a  trifling  obfervation,  were  it  founded  upon  a  few  examples  only  ;  but  it 
being  a  thing  fo  often,  and,  indeed,  univerfally  obferved  by  us,  throughout  our  whole 
journey,  I  thought  it  mufl  needs  proceed  from  fomething  more  than  blind  chance,  and 
might  very  well  deferve  this  animadverfion. 

But  to  return  from  this  digrefiion  ;  tliere  being  an  old  flair-cafe  in  this  ruin  lafl  men- 
tioned, I  got  up  to  the  top  of  it ;  from  whence  I  had  an  entire  profpeft  of  the  ifland, 
part  of  Tyre,  of  the  iflhmus,  and  of  the  adjacent  (hore.  I  thought  I  could,  from  this 
elevation,  diicern  the  ifthmus  to  be  a  foil  of  a  different  nature  from  the  other  two  ;  it 
lying  lower  than  either,  and  being  covered  all  over  with  fand  which  the  fea  calls  upon 
It,  as  the  tokens  of  its  natural  right  to  a  paffage  there,  from  which  it  was,  by  Alexander 
the  Great,  injuriouHy  excluded.  The  illand  of  Tyre,  in  its  natural  flate,  feems  to  have 
been  of  a  circular  figure,  containing  not  more  than  forty  acres  of  ground.  It  difcovers 
itill  the  foundations  of  a  wall,  which  anciently  encompalTcd  it  round,  at  the  outmcfl 
margin  of  the  land.  It  makes,  with  the  iflhmus,  two  large  bays  ;.  one  on  its  north  fide, 
and  the  other  on  its  fouth.  Thefe  bays  are,  in  part,  defended  from  the  ocean,  each  by 
a  long  ridge,  refembling  a  mole,  ftretching  diredly  out,  on  both  fides,  from  the  head  of 
the  ifland  ;  but  thefe  ridges,  whether  they  were  walls  or  rocks,  whether  the  work  of  art 
or  nature,  I  was  too  far  diftant  to  difcern. 

Coming  out  of  thefe  ruins,  we  faw  the  foundation  of  a  very  flrong  wall,  running 
acrofs  the  neck  of  land,  and  ferving  as  a  barrier,  to  fecure  the  city  on  this  fide.  From 
this  place,  we  were  one  third  of  an  hour  in  pafTmg  the  fandy  iflhmus,  before  we  came 
to  the  ground,  which  we  apprehended  to  be  the  natural  ihore.  From  hence,  paffing 
over  part  of  a  very  fertile  plain,  which  extends  itfelf  to  a  vafl  compafs  before  Tyre,  w<; 
arrived  in  three  quarters  of  an  hour  at  Rofelayn.  Our  whole  flage  from  Sidon  hither 
was  about  eight  hours. 

Sunday,  March  2 1 . — Rofelayn  is  a  place  where  are  the  ciflerns  called  Solomon's,  fup- 
pofed,  according  to  the  common  tradition  hereabouts,  to  have  been  made  by  that  great 
king,  as  part  of  his  recompence  to  king  Hiram,  for  the  fupplics  of  materials  fent  by 
him  toward  the  building  of  the  Temple.  They  are,  doubtlefs,  very  ancient,  but 
yet  of  a  much  later  date  than  what  this  tradition  afcribes  to  them.  That  they  could  not 
be  built  till  fince  Alexander's  time,  may  be  conjectured  from  this,  amongfl  other 
arguments ;  becaufe  the  aqueduft  which  conveys  the  water  from  hence  to  Tyre, 
is  carried_  over  the  neck  of  land,  by  vvhich  Alexander,  in  his  fiimous  fiege  of  this 
place,  joined  the  city  to  the  continent.  And  as  the  ciflerns  cannot  well  be 
imagined  to  be  ancienter  than  the  aqueduft,  fo  one  may  be  fure  the  aquedud 
cannot  be  older  than  the  ground  it  flands  upon.     Of  thele  ciflerns  there  are  three 
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entire  at  this  day,  one  about  a  furlong  and  a  half  diftant  from  the  fea,  the  other  two  a 
Jittle  farther  up. 

The  former  is  of  an  octogonal  figure,  twenty-two  yards  in  diameter.  It  is  elevated 
above  the  ground  nine  yards  on  the  fouth  fide,  and  fix  on  the  north  ;  and  within,  is 
f;iid  to  be  of  an  unfathomable  deepnefs  ;  but  ten  yards  of  line  confuted  that  opinion. 
Its  wall  is  of  no  better  a  material  than  gravel  and  fmall  pebbles  ;  but  confolidatcd  with 
fo  flrong  and  tenacious  a  cement,  that  it  feems  to  be  all  one  entire  vcfTel  of  rock. 
Upon  the  brink  of  it  you  have  a  walk  round,  eight  feet  broad.  From  which,  de- 
fcf  nding  by  one  ftep  on  the  fouth  fide,  and  by  two  on  the  north,  you  have  another 
Avalk  twenty-one  feet  broad.  All  this  Ilrufturc,  though  fo  broad  at  top,  is  yet  made 
hollow,  fo  that  the  water  comes  in  underneath  the  walks  ;  infomuch  that  I  could  not, 
with  a  long  rod,  reach  the  extremity  of  the  cavity.  The  whole  veflTcl  contains  a  vaft 
body  of  excellent  water  ;  and  is  fo  well  fupplied  from  its  fountain,  that  though  there 
iffues  from  it  a  ftream  like  a  brook,  driving  four  mills  between  this  place  and  tlie  fea, 
yet  it  is  always  brim  full.  On  the  eaft  fide  of  this  ciftern  was  the  ancient  outlet  of  the 
water,  by  an  aqueduct  raifed  about  fix  yards  from  the  ground,  and  containing  a  channel 
one  yard  wide.  But  this  is  now  Hopped  up,  and  dry  ;  the  Turks  having  broke  an  out- 
let on  the  other  fide,  deriving  thence  a  ftream  for  grinding  their  corn. 

Tlie  aqueduft  (now  dry)  is  carried  eaflward  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  paces, 
and  then  approaches  the  two  other  clfterns,  of  which  one  is  twelve,  the  other  twenty 
yards  fquare.  Thefe  have  each  a  Httle  channel,  by  which  they  anciently  rendered  their 
waters  into  the  aqueducl ;  and  fo  the  united  ftreams  of  all  the  three  cifterns  were 
carried  together  to  Tyre.  You  may  trace  out  the  aqueducl  all  along,  by  the  remain- 
ing fragments  of  it.  It  goes  about  one  hour  northward,  and  then  turning  to  the  weft, 
at  a  finall  mount  where  anciently  ftood  a  fort,  but  now  a  mofque,  it  proceeds  over  the 
ifthmus  into  the  city.  As  we  palfed  by  the  aqueducl;,  we  obferved  in  feveral  places  on 
its  fides,  and  under  its  arches,  rugged  heaps  of  matter  refembling  rocks.  Thele  were 
produced  by  the  leakage  of  the  water,  which  petrified  as  it  diftilled  from  above  ; 
and  by  the  continual  adherence  of  new  matter,  were  grown  to  a  large  bulk.  That 
which  was  moft  remarkable  in  them  was  the  frame  and  configuration  of  their  parts. 
They  were  compofed  of  innumerable  tubes  of  ftonc,  of  ditlerent  fizes,  cleaving  to  one 
another  like  icicles.  Each  tube  had  a  finall  cavity  in  its  center,  from  which  its  part» 
were  projefted  in  form  of  rays,  to  the  circumference,  after  the  manner  ot  the  ftones 
vulgarly  called  thunder-ftones. 

'l"he  fountain  of  thefe  waters  is  as  unknown  as  the  contriver  of  them.  It  is  certain 
from  their  rifing  fo  high,  they  muft  be  brought  from  fome  part  of  the  mountains,  which 
are  about  a  league  diltant ;  and  it  is  as  certain  that  the  work  was  well  done  at  lirft, 
feeing  it  perfonnsits  office  fo  well,  at  fo  great  a  diftance  of  time. 

Leaving  this  pleafant  quarter,  we  came  in  an  hour  and  a  half  to  the  white  promon- 
tory ;  fo  called  from  the  afpeft  it  yields  towards  the  fea.  Over  this  you  pafs  by  a  way 
of  about  two  yards  broad,  cut  along  its  fide  ;  from  which  the  profpedl  down  is  very 
dreailful,  by  reaft)n  of  the  extreme  depth  and  fteepnefs  of  the  mountain,  and  the  r.iging 
of  the  waves  at  bottom.  This  way  is  about  one-third  of  an  hour  over,  and  is  faid  to 
have  been  the  work  of  Alexander  the  Great.  About  one-third  of  an  hour  farther, 
you  pafs  by  an  heap  of  rubbifh  clofe  by  the  fea  fide,  being  the  ruins  of  tiie  caille 
Srandalium  ;  tiking  its  name  from  its  founder,  the  fame  Alexander,  whom  the  lurks 
call  Scandcr.  The  ruin  is  one  humlred  and  twenty  paces  fquare,  having  a  dry  ditch 
encompafting  it ;  and  from  under  it,  on  the  fide  next  the  fea,  there  iiTues  out  a  foun- 
tain of  very  fair  water.     In  an  hour  from  hence  you  come  to  the  fixth  caphar,  called 
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Nachera.  And  in  another  hour  to  the  plain  of  Acra,  over  a  very  deep  and  rugged 
mountain,  fuppofed  to  be  part  of  Mount  Saron.  All  the  way  from  the  white  promon- 
tory to  this  plain  is  exceeding  rocky ;  but  here  the  pleafantnefs  of  the  road  makes 
you  amends  for  the  former  labour. 

The  plain  of  Acra  extends  itfelf  in  length  from  Mount  Saron  as  far  as  Carmel,  which 
is  at  leaft  fix  good  hours  ;  and  in  breadth,  between  the  fea  and  the  mountains,  it  is  in 
moft  places  two  hours  over.  It  enjoys  good  ftreams  of  water  at  convenient  diftances, 
and  every  thing  elfe  that  might  render  it  both  plc;ifant  and  fruitful.  But  this  deiicii3us 
plain  is  now  almoll  dcfolate,  being  fuilered,  for  want  of  culture,  to  run  up  to  rank 
weeds,  which  were,  at  the  time  when  we  paiTed  it,  as  high  as  our  horfe's  backs. 

Hanng  travelled  about  one  hour  in  the  phiin  of  Acra,  we  palTed  by  an  old  town 
called  Zib,  fituate  on  an  afcent  clofe  by  the  fea  fide.  This  may,  probably,  be  the  old 
Achzib,  mentioned  Jolh.  19.  29,  and  Jud.  i.  31,  called  afterwards  Ecdippa  ;  for  St. 
Jerome  places  Achzib  nine  miles  diltant  from  Ptolemais  toward  Tyre,  to  which  ac- 
count we  found  the  fituation  of  Zib  exactly  agreeing.  This  is  one  of  the  places  out  of 
which  the  Afhurites  could  not  expel  the  Canaanitilh  natives.  Two  hours  farther  we 
came  to  a  fountain  of  very  good  water,  called  by  the  French  merchants  at  Acra,  the 
Fountain  of  the  Blefled  Virgin.  In  one  hour  more,  we  arrived  at  Acra.  Our  whole 
ftage  from  Rofelayn  hither  was  about  eight  hours  and    a  half. 

Acra  had  anciently  the  name  of  Accho,  and  is  another  of  the  places  out  of  which 
the  children  of  Ifrael  could  not  drive  the  primitive  uihabitants,  Judg.  i.  31.  Being  in 
after  times  enlarged  by  Ptolemy  the  Firft,  it  was  called  by  him,  from  his  own  name, 
Ptolemais.  But  now,  fince  it  hath  been  in  the  poffeflion  of  the  Turks,  it  has  (accord- 
ing to  the  example  of  many  other  cities  in  Turkey)  call  oil"  its  Greek,  and  *  recovered 
fome  femblance  of  its  old  Hebrew  name  again  ;   being  called  Acca,  or  Acra. 

This  city  was  for  a  long  time  the  theatre  of  contention  between  the  chriflians  and 
the  infidels ;  till  at  laft,  aifter  having  divers  times  changed  its  mafters,  it  was  by  a  long 
fiege  finally  taken  by  the  Turks,  and  ruined  by  them  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  if  they 
had  thought  they  could  never  take  a  full  revenge  upon  it  for  the  blooJ  it  had  coft  thcni, 
or  fufficiently  prevent  fuch  flaughters  for  the  future.  As  to  its  fituation,  it  enjoys  all 
poflible  advantages  both  of  fea  and  land.  On  its  north  and  eafl:  fides  it  is  compafTed 
with  a  fpacious  and  fertile  plain ;  on  the  weft  it  is  walhed  by  the  Mediterranean  fea, 
and  on  the  fouth  by  a  large  bay,  extending  from  the  city  as  far  as  Mount  Carmel. 

But,  notwithftanding  all  thefe  advantages,  it  has  never  been  able  to  recover  itfelf, 
fince  its  lafl  fatal  overthrow.  For  befides  a  large  kane,  in  which  the  French  factors  have 
taken  up  their  quarters,  and  a  mofque,and  a  few  poor  cottages,you  fee  nothing  here  but  a 
vaft  and  fpacious  ruin.  It  is  fuch  a  ruin,  however,as  fufficiently  demonftrates  the  ftrength 
ot  the  place  in  former  times.  It  appears  to  have  been  encompafl'ed,  on  the  land  fide, 
by  a  double  wall  defended  with  towers  at  fmall  diftanccs  ;  and  without  the  walls  are 
ditches,  ramparts,  and  a  kind  of  baftions  faced  with  hewn  ftone.  In  the  fields  without 
thefe  works,  we  faw  fcattered  up  and  down  upon  the  ground  feveral  large  balls  of 
ftone,  of  at  leaft  thirteen  or  fourteen  inches  diameter  ;  which  were  part  of  the  ar^mu- 
nition  ufed  in  battering  the  city,  guns  being  then  unknown.  Within  the  walls  there 
ftill  appear  feveral  ruins,  which  feem  to  diftinguifli  themfelves  from  the  general  heap, 
by  fome  marks  of  a  greater  (trength  and  magnificence.  At  firft,  thofe  of  the  cathedral 
church  dedicated  to  St.  Andrew,  which  ftands  not  far  from  the  fea  fide,  more  b'gh  and 

*  Amminn.  Marcell.  fap,  the  Greek  and  Roman  names  of  places  never  took  amongft  the  natives  of 
this  country ;  which  is  tlic  reafon  that  moll  placss  retain  their  firft  oriental  names  at  this  day,  hb.  14, 
Hift.  non  Ionic  ab  initio. 

confpicuous 


BY   HENRY    MAUNDRELL.  ^'I'l- 

confpicuous  than  the  other  ruins.  Secondly,  the  church  of  St.  John,  the  tutelar  faint 
of  this  citv.  Thirdly,  the  convent  of  the  knights  hofpitallers  ;  a  place  whofe  remainine 
walls  fufficiently  teflify  its  ancient  Itrcngth.  And  not  far  from  the  convent  the  palace 
of  the  grand  mailer  of  that  order  ;  the  magnificence  of  which,  may  be  guelTed  from  a 
large  ftair-cafc,  and  part  of  a  church  ftill  remaining  in  it.  Fourthly,  fome  remains  of 
a  large  church,  formerly  bclongiiig  to  a  nunnery,  of  which  they  tell  this  memorable 
(lory.  The  Turks  having  preflbd  this  city  with  a  long  and  furious  fiege,  at  lafl  entered 
it  by  florm.  May  19,  129 1.  In  which  great  extremity  the  abbefs  of  this  nunnery,  fear- 
ing left  fhe,  and  thofe  under  her  care,  might  be  forced  to  fubmit  to  fuch  beaftialities, 
as  are  ufual  in  cafes  of  that  deplorable  nature,  ufed  this  cruel  but  generous  means  for 
fecuring  both  herfelf  and  them.  She  fummoned  all  her  flock  together,  and  exhorted 
them  to  cut  and  mangle  their  faces,  as  the  only  way  to  prelerve  their  virgin  purity ; 
and  to  fliew  how  much  ftie  was  in  earneft,  fhe  immediately  began  before  them  all  to 
make  herfelf  an  example  of  her  own  counfcl.  The  nuns  were  fo  animated  by  this  he- 
roical  refolution,  and  pattern  of  the  abbefs,  that  they  began  inltantly  to  follow  her  ex- 
ample, cutting  off  their  nofes,  and  difiguring  their  faces,  with  fuch  terrible  gafhes,  as 
might  excite  horror  rather  than  luftful  defires  in  the  beholders.  The  confequcnce  of 
which  was,  that  the  foldiers,  breaking  into  the  nunnery,  and  feeing,  iiiftead  of  thofe 
beautiful  ladies  they  expefted,  fuch  tragical  fpedacles,  took  a  revenge  for  their  difap- 
pointed  Ijfts,  by  putting  them  all  to  the  fword.  Thus,  reftoring  them,  as  in  charity  we 
may  fuppofe,  to  a  new  and  inviolable  beauty.  But  to  go  on  ;  many  other  ruins  here 
are  of  churches,  palaces,  monafteries,  forts,  &c.  extending  for  more  than  half  a  mile 
in  length  ;  in  all  which  you  may  dilcern  marks  of  fo  much  Itrength,  as  if  every  building 
in  the  city  had  been  contrived  for  war  and  defence. 

But  that  which  pleafcd  us  moft  at  Acra,  was  to  find  the  French  conful  monficur 
I'Empereur  there  ;  who  had  been  fo  generous,  as  to  make  a  halt  of  two  days,  in  ex- 
pectation of  our  arrival.  But  he  had  ftaid  to  the  utmolt  extent  of  his  time,  and  there- 
fore refolved  to  fet  forward  again  the  next  morning.  Our  greateft  difficult)'  was  to 
determine  which  road  to  take,  whether  that  upon  the  coaft  by  Cccfarea  and  Joppa,  or 
that  by  Nazareth,  or  a  middle  way  between  both  ihe  other,  over  the  plain  of  Efdraelon. 

The  caufe  of  this  uncertainty  was  the  embroilments  and  faftions  that  were  then 
amongft  the  Arabs  ;  which  made  us  defirous  to  keep  as  far  as  poffible  out  of  their 
way.  It  is  the  policy  of  the  Turks,  always  to  low  diviiions  amongft  thefe  wild  people,  by 
letting  up  feveral  heads  over  their  tribes,  often  depoling  the  old,  and  placing  new  ones 
in  their  ftead ;  by  which  art  they  create  contrary  iiucrefts  and  parties  amongft  them, 
preventing  them  from  ever  uniting  under  any  one  prince ;  which  if  they  (hould  have 
the  fenfe  to  do,  (being  fo  numerous,  and  alnioft  the  fole  inhabitants  thereabouts),  they 
might  fhakeoft"  the  Turkifli  yoke,  and  make  themfelves  fupreme  lords  of  the  country. 

But  however  ufeful  thefe  difcords  may  be  to  the  Turks  in  this  relpcft,  yet  a  ftrangcr 
is  fureto  fulfer  by  them  ;  being  made  a  prey  to  each  party,  according  as  he  happens  to 
come  in  their  way  ;  avoiding  which  abufes,  we  refolved  to  take  the  middle  way,  as  the 
moft  fecure  at  this  time. 

Monday,  March  22. — According  to  which  purpofe  we  fet  out  early  the  next  morn- 
ing from  Acra,  having  with  us  a  band  of  Turkifh  luldiers  for  our  ftcurer  convoy. 
Our  road  lay  for  about  half  an  hour,  along  by  the  fide  of  the  bay  of  Acra ;  and  then, 
arriving  at  the  bottom  of  the  bay,  we  turned  fouthward.  Here  we  pafl'cd  afmall  river, 
which  we  took  to  be  Belus,  famous  for  its  land,  which  is  faid  to  be  an  excellent  ma- 
terial for  making  glals  j  as  ally  to  have  uiinillered  the  full  occafion  imd  hint  of  that 
invention. 

Here 
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Here  we  began  to  decline  from  the  fea-coafl,  upon  which  we  had  travelled  fo  many 
days  before,  and  to  draw  oft'  more  cafterly,  crofting  obliquely  over  the  plain  j  and  in 
two  good  hours  we  arrived  at  its  farther  fide,  where  it  is  bounded  by  Mount  Carmel. 
Here  you  find  a  narrow  valley  letting  you  out  of  the  plain  of  Acra  into  that  of  Kfdra- 
clon.  Hereabouts  is  the  end  of  the  tribe  of  Aflier,  and  the  beginning  of  that  of  Zabu- 
Ion  ;  the  borders  of  thefe  two  tribes  being  thus  defcribcd,  Jofli.  19.  16. 

Pafting  through  the  narrow  valley  which  makes  a  coinmuiiication  between  the  two 
plains,  we  arrived  in  two  hours  at  that  ancient  river,  the  river  Kiftion ;  which  cuts  its 
way  down  the  middle  of  the  plain  oi  Efdraelon,  and  then  continuing  its  courfe  clofe  by 
the  fide  of  Mount  Carmel,  falls  into  the  fea,  at  a  place  called  Caypha.  In  the  condition 
we  law  it,  its  waters  were  low  and  inconfiderable  ;  but  in  pafting  along  the  fide  of  the 
plain,  we  difcerned  the  tracks  of  many  lefl'er  torrents,  falling  down  into  it  from  the 
mountains ;  which  muft  needs  make  it  fwell  exceedingly  upon  fudden  rains,  as  doubt- 
iefs  it  adually  did  at  the  deftruftion  of  Sifera's  hoft,  Judg.  5.  21.  In  three  hours  and 
a  half  from  Kiftion  we  came  to  fmall  brook,  near  which  was  an  old  village  and  a  good 
kane  called  Legune ;  not  far  from  which  we  took  up  our  quarters  this  night.  From 
this  place  we  had  a  large  profpcft  of  the  plain  of  Efdraelon,  which  is  of  a  vaft:  extent, 
and  very  fertile,  but  uncultivated  ;  only  ferving  the  Arabs  for  pafturage.  At  about  fix 
or  feven  hours  diftance  eaftward,  ftood  within  view  Nazareth,  and  the  two  Mounts  Tabor 
and  Hermon.  We  were  fufliciently  inft:ructed  by  experience,  what  the  holy  Pfalmifl: 
means  by  the  dew  of  Hermon,  our  tents  being  as  wet  with  it,  as  if  it  had  rained  all  night. 
At  a  about  a  mile's  diftance  from  us  was  encamped  Chibly,  emir  of  the  Arabs,  with 
his  people  and  cattle  ;  and  below,  upon  the  brook  Kiftion,  lay  encamped  another  clan  of 
the  Arabs,  being  the  adverfe  party  to  Chibly.  We  had  much  the  lefs  fatisfadion  in 
this  place,  for  being  feated  in  the  midft,  between  two  fuch  bad  neighbours.  Our 
ftage  this  day  was  in  all  eight  hours  ;  our  courfe  fouth  eaft  by  fouth,  or  there- 
about. 

Tuefday,  March  23.  Leaving  this  lodging,  we  arrived  in  one  third  of  an  hour  at 
the  emir's  tents,  who  came  out  in  perfon  to  take  his  duties  of  us.  We  paid  him  *  two 
caphars,  viz.  one  of  Legune,  and  another  of  Jeneen,  and  befides  the  caphars,  whatever 
elfe  he  was  pleafed  to  demand.  He  eafed  us  in  a  very  courteous  manner  of  fome  of 
our  coats,  which  now  (the  heat  both  of  the  climate  and  feafon  encreafing  upon  us)  began 
to  grow  not  only  fuperfluous,  but  burdenfome. 

Getting  quit  of  Chibly,  we  turned  out  of  the  plain  of  Efdraelon,  and  entered  into 
the  precincts  of  the  half  tribe  of  Manaftes.  From  hence  our  road  lay  for  about  four 
hours  through  narrow  valleys,  pleafantly  wooded  on  both  fides.  After  which,  crofting 
another  fmall  fruitful  plain,  we  came  in  half  an  hour  to  Caphar  Arab,  where  we 
lodged.  Our  whole  ftage  exceeded  not  five  hours  ;  our  courfe  being  near  as  the 
day  before. 

Wednefday,  March  24.  Having  paid  our  caphar,  we  fet  out  very  early  the  next 
morning  ;  and  leaving  firft  Arab,  and  then  Rama  (two  mountain  villages),  on  the  right 
hand,  we  arrived  in  one  hour  at  a  fair  fountain  called  Selee,  taking  its  name  from  an 
adjacent  village.  In  one  hour  more  we  came  to  Sebafta.  Here  you  leave  the  borders 
of  the  half  tribe  of  Manaftes,  and  enter  into  thofe  of  the  tribe  of  Ephraim, 

Sebafta  is  the  ancient  Samaria,  the  imperial  city  of  the  ten  tribes  after  their  revolt 
from  the  houfe  of  David.     It  loft  its  former  name  in  the  time  of  Herod  the  Great, 

•  For  both  caphars,  eight  per  Frank,  and  three  per  fervant. 
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who  raifed  it  from  a  ruined  to  a  mofl;  magnificent  flate,  and  called  it,  in  honour  of 
Auguflus  Csefar,  Sebafta.  It  is  fituate  upon  a  long  mount  of"  an  oval  figure,  having 
firft  a  fruitful  valley,  and  then  a  ring  of  hills  running  round  about  it.  This  great  city 
16  now  wholly  converted  into  gardens  ;  and  all  the  tokens  that  remain  to  teftify  that 
there  has  ever  been  fuch  a  place,  are  only,  on  the  north  fide,  a  large  fquare  piazza, 
encompafled  with  pillars,  and  on  the  eaft  fome  poor  remains  of  a  great  church,  faid  to 
have  been  built  by  the  emprefs  Helena,  over  the  place  where  St.  John  Baptift  was  both 
imprifoned  and  beheaded.  In  the  body  of  the  church  you  go  down  a  flair-cafe,  into  the 
very  dungeon  where  that  holy  blood  was  ihed.  The  Turks  (of  whom  here  are  a  few 
poor  families)  hold  this  prifon  in  great  veneration,  and  over  it  have  eredted  a  fmall 
mofque  ;  but  for  a  little  piece  of  money  they  fufter  you  to  go  in  and  fatisfy  vour  curiofity 
at  pleafure. 

Leaving  Sebafta  we  pafled  in  half  an  hour  by  Sherack,  and  in  another  half  hour  by 
Barfeba,  two  villages  on  the  right  hand  ;  and  then  entering  into  a  narrow  valley,  lying 
eaft  and  weft,  and  watered  with  a  fine  rivulet,  we  arrived  in  one  hour  at  Naplofa. 

Naplofa  is  the  ancient  Sychem,  or  Sychar,  as  it  is  termed  in  the  New  Teftamcnt. 
It  ftands  in  a  narrow  valley  between  Mount  Gerizim  on  the  fouth,  and  Ebal  on  the  north, 
being  built  at  the  foot  of  the  former  ;  for  fo  the  fituation,  both  of  the  city  and  moun- 
tains is  laid  down  byJofephus,  Antiq.  Jud.  lib.  5,  cap.  9.  Gerizim  (fays  he)  hangeth  over 
Sychem ;  and  lib.  4,  cap.  ult.  Mofes  commanded  to  ereft  an  altar  towards  the  eaft, 
not  far  from  Sychem,  between  Mount  Gerizim  on  the  right  hand  (that  is,  to  one  looking 
eaftward  on  the  fouth),  and  Hebal  on  the  left  (that  is  on  the  north)  ;  which  fo  plainly 
afligns  the  pofition  of  thefe  two  mountains,  that  it  may  be  wondered  how  geographers 
fliould  come  to  differ  fo  much  about  it ;  or  for  what  reafon  Adrichomius  fhould  place 
them  both  on  the  fame  fide  of  the  valley  of  Sychem.  From  Mount  Gerizim  it  was, 
that  God  commanded  the  blefiings  to  be  pronounced  upon  the  children  of  Ifrael,  and 
from  Mount  Ebal  the  curfes,  Deut.  1 1.  29.  Upon  the  former,  the  Samaritans,  v/hofe 
chief  refidence  is  here  at  Sychem,  have  a  fmall  temple  or  place  of  worfliip,  to  which 
they  are  ftill  wont  to  repair  at  certain  feafons,  for  performance  of  the  rites  of  their 
religion.  What  thofe  rites  are  I  could  not  certainly  learn  ;  but  that  their  religion  con- 
iifls  in  the  adoration  of  a  calf,  as  the  Jews  give  out,  ft'enis  to  have  more  of  fpite  than 
of  truth  in  it. 

ITpon  one  of  thefe  mountains  alfo  it  was,  that  God  commanded  the  chiid.'-cn  of  Ifrael 
to  fet  up  great  ftones,  plaiftercd  over  and  infcribeil  with  the  body  of  their  law  ;  and  to 
creft  an  altar,  and  to  offer  facrificcs,  feafting,  and  rejoicing  before  the  Lord,  Deut.  27.  4. 
But  now,  whether  Gerizim  or  Kbal  was  the  place- appointed  for  this  folcmnity,  there  is 
fome  caufe  to  doubt.  The  Hebrew  Pentateuch,  and  ours  from  it,  alligns  Mount  Ebal 
for  this  ufe,  but  the  Samarituu  aiferts  it  to  be  Gerizim. 

Our  company  halting  a  little  while  at  Naplofa,  1  had  an  opportunity  to  go  and  vifit 
the  chief  prielt  of  the  Samaritans,  in  ortier  to  difcourfe  with  him,  about  this  and  fome 
other  dilliculties  occurring  in  the  Pentateuch,  which  were  recommended  tome  to  be 
enquired  about,  by  the  learned  monficur  Job  Ludolphus,  author  of  the  ^Ethiopick 
Hiliory,  when  I  vifited  him  at  Erjickford,  in  my  jialVage  through  Germany. 

As  for  the  dilference  between  the  Ilebrt-w  and  Samaritan  copy,  Deut.  27.  4.  before 
cited,  the  prielt  protended  the  Jews  had  malicioully  altered  their  text,  out  of  odium  (o  the 
Samaritans;  putting  for  Gerizim,  Ebal,  upon  no  oiher  account,  but  only  becaufc  the 
Samaritans  worlhipped  in  the  former  niouiuain,  which  they  would  have,  lor  that  realon, 
not  to  be  the  true  place  appointed  by  God  for  his  worihi|)  «nd  facrifice.  To  confirm 
this,  he  pleaded  that  Ebal  was  the  mountain  of  curfing,  Deut.  u.  29.  and  m  its  owa 
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nature  an  unpleaf.mt  place ;  but  on  tlie  contrary,  Gerizim  was  the  mountain  of  blefllng, 
by  God's  own  appointment,  and  alio  in  itfelf  fertile  and  delightful ;  from  whence  h& 
inferred  a  probability  that  this  latter  mull  have  been  the  true  mountain,  appointed  for 
thofe  religious  feRivals,  Deut.  27.  4,  and  not  (as  the  Jews  have  corruptly  written  it) 
llebal.  We  obll-rved  that  to  be  in  fome  mcafure  true,  which  he  pleaded  concerning 
the  nature  of  both  mountains  ;  for  though  neither  of  the  mountains  has  much  to  boalt 
of  as  to  their  pleafimtnefs,  yet,  as  one  paills  between  them,  Gerizim  feems  to  difcover  a 
fomewhat  more  verdant  fruitful  afpect  than  I'.bal.  The  reafon  of  which  may  be,  be- 
caufe  fronting  towards  the  north,  it  is  flieltered  from  the  heat  of  the  fun  by  its  own 
Hiadej  whereas  Ebal  looking  foutlnvard,  and  receiving  the  fun  that  comes  diredly 
upon  it,  mull  by  confcquence  be  rendered  more  Icorched  and  unfruitful.  The  Sama- 
ritan priell  could  not  fay  that  any  of  thofe  great  flones,  which  God  direcled  Jolhua  to 
fet  up,  were  now  to  be  feen  in  Mount  Gerizim  ;  which,  were  they  now  extant,  would 
determine  the  quelHon  clearly  on  his  fide. 

I  enquired  of  him  next,  what  fort  of  animal  he  thought  thofe  felava;  might  be,  which 
the  children  of  Ifrael  were  fo  long  fed  with  in  the  Wildernefs,  Num.  11.  He  anfwered, 
they  were  a  fort  of  fowls  ;  and  by  the  defcription  which  he  gave  of  them,  I  perceived 
he  meant  the  fame  kind  with  our  quails.  I  alked  him  what  he  thought  of  locufts,  and 
whether  the  hiftory  might  not  be  better  accounted  for,  fuppofing  them  to  be  the 
winged  creatures  that  fell  fo  thick  about  the  camp  of  Ifrael  ?  but,  by  his  anfwer,  it 
appeared  he  had  never  heard  of  any  fuch  hypothefis.  Then  I  demanded  of  him,  what 
fort  of  plant  or  fruit  the  dudaim,  or  (as  we  tranilate  it)  mandrakes  were,  which  Leah 
gave  to  Rachel,  for  the  purchafe  of  her  hufband's  embraces  ?  He  faid  they  were  plants 
of  a  large  leaf,  bearing  a  certain  fort  of  fruit,  in  fliape  refembling  an  apple,  growing 
ripe  in  harvefl,  but  of  an  ill  favour  and  not  wholefome.  But  the  virtue  of  them  was  to 
help  conception,  being  laid  under  the  genial  bed.  That  the  women  were  often  wont  fo 
to  apply  it,  at  this  day,  out  of  an  opinion  of  its  prolific  virtues.  Of  thefe  plants  Ifaw 
feveral  afterwards  in  the  way  to  Jerufalem  ;  and  if  they  were  fo  common  in  Mcfopo- 
tamia,  as  we  faw  them  hereabout,  one  mufl  either  conclude  that  thefe  could  not  be  the 
true  mandrakes  (dudaim),  or  elfe  it  would  puzzle  a  good  critic  to  give  a  reafon,  why 
Rachel  (hould  purchafe  fuch  vulgar  things  at  fo  beloved  and  contefted  a  price. 

This  pried  Ihewed  me  a  copy  of  the  Samaritan  Pentateuch,  but  would  not  be  per. 
fuaded  to  part  with  it  upon  any  confideration.  He  had  likewife  the  firft  volume  of  the 
Englilh  Polyglot,  which  he  feemed  to  eiteem  equally  with  his  owii  manufcript. 

Naplofa  is  at  prefent  in  a  very  mean  condition,  in  comparilbn  of  what  it  is  reprefented 
to  have  been  anciently.  It  confifts  chiefly  of  two  ftreets  lying  parallel,  under  Mount 
Gerizim  ;  but  it  is  full  of  people,  and  the  feat  of  a  balTa. 

Having  paid  our  caphar  here,  we  fet  foi-ward  again  in  the  evening,  and  proceeding 
In  the  fame  narrow  valley,  between  Gerizim  and  Ebal,  not  above  a  furlong  broad,  we 
faw  on  our  right  hand  jull  without  the  city,  a  fmall  mofque,  faid  to  have  been  built 
over  the  fepulchre  purchafed  by  Jacob,  of  Emmor,  the  father  of  Shechem,  Gen.  33.  19. 
It  goes  by  the  name  of  Jofeph's  fepulchre,  his  bones  having  been  here  interred  after  their 
tranfportation  out  of  Egypt,  Jofli.  24.  32. 

At  about  one  third  of  an  hour  from  Naplofa,  we  came  to  Jacob's  Well  ;  flxmous  not 
only  upon  account  of  its  author,  but  much  more  for  that  memorable  conference  which 
our  bleifed  Saviour  here  had  with  the  woman  of  Samaria,  Joh.  4.  If  it  fliould  be  quef- 
tioned,  whether  this  be  the  very  well  that  it  is  pretended  for,  or  no,  feeing  it  may  be 
fufpecled  to  Hand  too  remote  from  Sychar,  for  women  to  come  fo  far  to  draw  water  ?  it 
is  anfwered,  that  probably  the  city  extended  farther  this  way  in  former  times  than  it 
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floes  now  ;  as  may  be  conjeftured  from  fome  pieces  of  a  very  thick  wall,  ftill  to  be  feen 
not  far  from  hence.  Over  the  well  there  flood  formerly  a  large  church,  eredled  by  that 
great  and  devout  patronefs  of  the  Holy  Land,  the  cmprefs  Helena ;  but  of  this  the 
voracity  of  time,  afiided  by  the  hands  of  the  Turks,  has  left  nothing  but  a  few  foun- 
dations remaining.  The  well  is  covered  at  prefent  with  an  old  ftone  vault,  into  which 
you  are  let  down  through  a  very  ftrait  hole  ;  and  then  removing  a  broad  flat  flone,  you 
difcover  the  mouth  of  the  well  itfelf.  It  is  dug  in  a  firm  rock,  and  contains  about 
three  yards  in  diameter,  and  thirty-five  in  depth  ;  five  of  which  we  found  full  of  water. 
This  confutes  a  ftory  commonly  told  to  travellers,  who  do  not  take  the  pains  to 
examine  the  well,  viz.  that  it  is  dry  all  the  year  round,  except  on  the  anniverfary  of 
that  day  on  which  our  bleiled  Saviour  fat  upon  it,  but  then  bubbles  up  with  abundance 
of  water. 

At  this  well  the  narrowvalley  of  Sychem  ends,  opening  itfelf  into  a  wide  field,  which 
is  probably  part  of  that  parcel  of  ground,  given  by  Jacob  to  his  fon  Jofcph,  John  4.  5. 
It  is  watered  with  a  frefli  ftream,  rifuig  between  it  and  Sychem  ;  which  makes  it  lb 
exceeding  verdant  and  fruitful,  that  it  may  well  be  looked  upon  as  a  Handing  token  of 
the  tender  atFeftion  of  that  good  patriarch  to  the  belt  of  ions.  Gen.  48.  22. 

From  Jacob's  Well  our  road  went  fouthward,  along  a  very  fpacious  and  fertile 
valley.  Having  pafled  by  two  villages  on  the  right  hand,  one  called  Howar,  the  other 
Sawee,  we  arrived  in  four  hours  at  Kane  Leban,  and  lodged  there.  Our  whole  ftage 
to  day  was  about  eight  hours  ;  our  courfe  variable  between  eaft  and  fouth. 

Kane  Leban  Hands  on  the  eaft  fide  of  a  delicious  vale,  having  a  village  of  the  feme 
name  Handing  oppofite  to  it  on  the  other  fide  of  the  vale.  One  of  thefe  places,  cither 
the  kane  or  the  village,  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  the  Lebonah  mentioned,  Judg.  1 1.  ig. 
to  which  both  the  name  and  fituation  feem  to  agree. 

Thurfi'av,  March  15. — From  Kane  Leban  our  road  lay  through  a  more  mountain- 
ous and  rocky  country,  of  which  we  had  a  fpecimen  as  loon  as  we  were  mounted  the 
next  morning,  our  firil  talk  being  to  climb  a  very  craggy  and  difficult  mountain.  In 
three  quarters  of  an  hour  we  left,  at  fome  diftance  on  the  right  hand,  a  village  called 
Cinga  ;  and  in  one  hour  more  we  entered  into  a  very  narrow  valley,  between  two  high 
roc!;y  hills,  at  the  farther  end  of  which  we  found  the  ruins  of  a  village,  and  of  a  mo- 
iialte.y.  In  this  very  place,  or  hereabouts,  Jacob's  Bethel  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  ; 
where  he  had  his  llony  couch  matle  cafy  by  that  beautifying  vifion  of  God,  and  of 
the  angels  afcending  and  defcerdiiig,  on  a  ladder  reaching  from  earth  to  heaven, 
Gen.  28.  Near  this  place  are  the  limits  feparating  between  Ephraim  and  Benjamin, 
Jofli.  18.  13. 

From  thence  we  paflTcd  through  large  olive-yards ;  aiid  having  left  firft  Gceb  and  theft 
Selwid  (two  Arab  villages)  on  the  right  hand,  we  came  in  an  hour  and  a  half  to  an 
old  way,  cut  with  great  labour  over  a  rocky  precipice,  and  in  one  hour  more  we 
arrived  at  Beer.  This  is  the  place  to  which  Jotham  fled  from  the  revenge  of  his  bro» 
thcr  Abimelech,  Judg.  g.  21.  It  is  fuppofed  alfo  to  be  the  fame  with  Michmas, 
1  Sam.  14. 

Beer  enjoys  a  very  plcafant  fituation,  on  an  eafy  dc-livity  fronting  frnithwnrd.  A* 
the  bottom  of  the  hill,  it  has  a  plentiful  fountain  of  excellent  water,  from  which  it 
has  its  name.  At  the  upper  fide  are  remains  of  an  old  church,  built  by  the  cmprefs  ' 
1  lelena,  in  memory  of  the  blefled  Virgin,  who  when  flie  went  in  qucft  ot  '  the  child 
Jefus,'  as  it  is  related,  Luke  2.  24,  came  (as  tradition  adds)  to  this  city,  and  not  finding 
Him,  whom  her  foul  loved,  in  the  company,  the  fat  down,  weary  and  pcnfivo  at  fo 
vol..  X.  X  X  fad 
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fad  a  difappointmont,  in  the  very  place  where  the  church  now  (lands.  But  afterwards 
returning  to  Jeruialem,  flie  had  iier  maternal  fears  turned  into  joy,  when  '  flie  found 
him  fitting  in  the  Temple  amongft  the  doctors,  both  hearing  them,  and  afking  theia 
queftions.' 

All  along  this  day's  travel  from  Kane  I.eban  to  Beer,  and  alfo  as  far  as  v»2  could  fee 
round,  the  country  difcovered  quite  a  different  face  from  what  it  had  before,  prefent- 
ing  nothing  to  the  view  in  raofl  places,  but  naked  rocks,  mountains,  and  precipices.  At 
fight  of  which,  pilgrims  are  apt  to  be  much  aftoniflied  and  baulked  in  their  expetla- 
tions  ;  finding  that  country  in  fuch  an  inhofpitablc  condition,  concerning  whofe  plea- 
fantnefs  and  plenty  they  had  before  formed  in  their  minds  iuch  high  ideas,  from  the 
defcription  given  of  it  in  the  word  of  God  ;  infomuch  that  it  almofi  ftartles  their  faith, 
when  they  reflect,  how  it  could  be  poflible,  for  a  land  like  this  to  fupply  food  for  fo 
prodigious  a  number  of  inhabitants,  as  are  faid  to  have  been  polled  in  the  twelve  tribes 
at  one  time  ;  the  fum  given  in  by  Joab,  2  Sam.  24,  amounting  to  no  lefs  than  thirteen 
hundred  thoufand  fighting  men,  befides  women  and  children.  But  it  is  certain  that 
any  man,  who  is  not  a  little  biaffed  to  infidelity  before,  may  fee,  as  he  paffes  along, 
arguments  enough  to  fupport  his  faith  a^alnd  I'uch  fcruples. 

For  it  is  obvious  for  any  one  to  obferve,  that  thefe  rocks  and  hills  mull  have  been 
anciently  covered  with  earth,  and  cultivated,  and  made  to  contribute  to  the  maintenance 
of  the  inhabitants,  no  lefs  than  if  the  country  had  been  all  plain  ;  nay  perhaps  much 
more  ;  forafmuch  as  fuch  a  mountainous  and  uneven  furface  affords  a  larger  fpace  of 
ground  for  cultivation,  than  this  country  would  amount  to,  if  it  were  all  reduced  to  a 
perfect  level. 

For  the  hufbanding  of  thefe  mountains,  their  manner  was  to  gather  up  the  flones, 
and  place  them  in  feveral  lines,  along  the  fides  of  the  hills,  in  form  of  a  wall.  By 
fuch  borders,  they  fupported  the  mould  from  tumbling,  or  being  wafhed  down ;  and 
formed  many  beds  of  excellent  foil,  rifing  gradually  one  above  another,  from  the 
bottom  to  the  top  of  the  mountains. 

Of  this  form  of  culture  you  fee  evident  footfleps,  wherever  you  go  in  all  the 
mountains  of  Palefline.  Thus  the  very  rocks  were  made  fruitful.  And  perhaps  there  . 
is  no  fpot  of  ground  in  this  whole  land,  that  was  not  formerly  improved  to  the  pro- 
duftion  of  fomething  or  other,  minillering  to  the  fuflenance  of  human  life.  For,  than 
the  plain  countries,  nothing  can  be  more  fruitful,  whether  for  the  produQion  of  corn 
or  cattle,  and  confequently  of  milk.  The  hills,  though  improper  for  all  cattle,  ex- 
cept goats,  yet  being  difpofed  into  fuch  beds  as  are  afore-defcribed,  ferved  very  well 
to  bear  corn,  melons,  gourds,  cucumbers,  and  fuch  like  garden-duff,  which  makes 
the  principal  food  of  thefe  countries  for  feveral  months  in  the  year.  The  mofl  rocky 
parts  of  all,  which  could  not  well  be  adjufled  in  that  manner  for  the  production  of 
corn,  might  yet  ferve  for  the  plantation  of  vines  and  olive  trees  ;  which  delight  to  ex- 
tratl,  the  one  its  fatnefs,  the  other  its  fprightly  juice,  chiefly  out  of  fuch  dry  and 
flinty  places.  And  the  great  plain  joining  to  the  dead  fea,  which  by  reafon  of  its  falt- 
nefe  might  b "  thought  unfcrviceable  both  for  cattle,  corn,  olives,  and  vines,  had  yet  its 
proper  ufefulnefs,  the  nouriflunent  of  bees,  and  for  the  fabrick  of  honey  ;  of  which 
Jofepims  giv  js  us  his  teftimony,  De  Bell.  Jud.  lib.  5.  cap.  4.  And  I  have  reaf6n  to 
believe  if,  becaufe  when  I  was  there,  1  perceived  in  many  places  a  fmell  of  honey  and 
wax,  as  (trong  as  if  one  had  been  in  an  apiary.  Why  then  might  not  this  country  very 
well  maintain  the  vafl  number  of  its  inhabitants,  being  in  every  part  fo  productive  of 
citjter  milk,  corn,  wine,  oil,  or  honey,  which  are  the  principal  food  of  thefe  eaftern 
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nations  ?  The  conftltution  of  their  bodies,  and  the  nature  of  their  clime,  inclining 
them  to  a  more  abflemious  diet  than  we  ufe  in  England,  and  other  colder  regions. 
But  I  haften  to  Jerufalem. 

Leaving  Beer,  we  proceeded  as  before,  in  a  rude  flony  country,  which  yet  yielded  us 
the  fight  of  ft'vcral  old  ruined  villages.  In  two  hours  and  one  third  we  came  to  the 
top  of  a  hill,  from  whence  we  had  the  firft  profpcdt  of  Jerufalem  ;  I'ama,  anciently 
called  Gibeah  of  Saul,  being  within  view  on  the  right  hand,  and  the  plain  of  Jericho, 
and  the  mountains  ot  Gilcad  on  the  left.  In  one  hour  more  we  approached  the  walls 
of  the  holy  city  ;  but  we  could  not  enter  immediately,  it  being  neccflary  fird  to  fend  a 
meflcngcr  to  acquaint  the  governor  of  our  arrival,  and  to  dcfire  liberty  of  entrance. 
Without  which  preceding  ceremony,  no  Frank  dares  come  within  the  walls.  We 
therefore  paifed  along  by  the  weft  fide  of  the  city,  and  coming  to  the  corner  above 
Bethlehem  gate,  made  a  ftop  there,  in  order  to  expeft  the  return  of  our  meflenger. 
We  had  not  waited  above  half  an  hour,  when  he  brought  us  our  permiilion,  and  we 
entered  accordingly  at  Bethlehem  gate.  It  is  required  of  all  Franks,  unlcfs  they  happen 
to  come  in  with  fome  public  minifter,  to  difmount  at  the  gate,  to  deliver  their  arms,  and 
enter  on  foot  :  but  we  coming  in  company  with  the  French  conful,  had  the  privilege  to 
enter  mounted  and  armed.  Juil  within  the  gate,  we  turned  up  a  ilroet  on  the  left  hand, 
and  were  conducted  by  the  conful  to  his  own  houfe,  with  moil  friendly  and  generous 
invitations  to  make  that  our  home,  as  long  as  we  Ihould  continue  at  Jerufalem.  Having 
taken  a  little  refrefliment,  we  went  to  the  Latin  convent,  at  which  all  Frank  pilgrims 
are  wont  to  be  entertained.  The  guardian  and  friars  received  us  with  many  kind 
welcomes,  and  kept  us  with  them  at  fupper ;  after  which  we  returned  to  the  French 
conful's  to  bed.  And  thus  we  continued  to  take  our  lodgings  at  the  confui's,  mid  our 
board  with  the  friars,  during  our  whole  ftay  at  Jerufalem. 

Friday,  March  26. — The  next  day  being  Good  Friday  in  the  Latin  ftyle,  the  conful 
was  obliged  to  go  into  the  church  of  the  Sepulchre,  in  order  to  keep  his  fealt  ;  whither 
we  accompanied  him,  although  our  own  Ealler  was  not  till  a  week  after  theirs.  We 
found  the  church  doors  guarded  by  feveral  janizaries,  and  other  Turkifh  officers  ;  who 
are  placed  here  to  watch,  that  none  enter  in,  but  fuch  as  have  iirft  paid  their  appointed 
caphar.  This  is  more  or  lefs,  accordin;,,  to  the  country,  or  the  charadiler  of  the  perfons 
that  enter.  For  I'Vanks,  it  is  ordinarily  fourteen  dollars  per  head,  unlefs  they  are  eccle- 
fialtics  ;  for  in  that  cafe  it  is  but  half  fo  much. 

Having  once  paid  this  ca])har,  you  may  go  in  and  out  gratis  as  often  as  you  pleafij 
during  the  whole  fealt ;  provided  you  take  the  ordinary  opportuuities  in  which  it  is 
cuftomary  to  open  the  doors  ;  but  if  you  would  have  them  opened  at  any  time  out  of 
the  common  courfe,  purpofely  for  your  own  private  occafion,  then  the  rtrlt  expence 
mud  be  paid  again. 

The  pilgrims  being  all  admitted  this  day,  the  church  doors  were  locked  in  the 
evening,  and  opened  no  more  till  Eafler  day  ;  by  which  we  were  kept  in  a  clofc,  but 
very  happy  confmement  for  three  days.  We  fpent  our  time  in  viewing  the  ceremonies 
praclifed  by  the  Latins  at  this  feltival,  and  in  vifuing  the  feveral  holy  places  ;  all  which 
we  had  opportunity  to  furvey,  with  as  much  freedom  and  deliberation  as  we  pk*afed. 

And  now  being  got  under  the  facred  roof,  and  having  the  advantage  of  fo  much 
leifurc  and  freedom,  I  might  expatiate  in  a  large  defcription  of  the  feveral  holy  places 
which  this  church  (as  a  cabinet)  contains  in  it.  Bui  this  would  be  a  fuperfiuous  pro- 
lixity, fo  uumy  pilgrims  having  difcharged  this  office  with  fo  much  cxadnefs  alreadv, 
and  efpecially  our  learned  iagacious  countryman  Mr.  Sandys  ;  whofe  deltriptions  and 
draughts,  both  of  this  church,  and  alio  of  the  other  remarkable  places  in  and  about 
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Jerufalcm,  muft  be  acknowledged  fo  faithful  and  perfeft,  that  they  leave  very  little  ty 
be  added  by  alicr-comers,  and  notliinr^  to  be  corrected.  I  fliall  content  myfelf  there- 
fore, to  relate  only  what  paifed  in  the  church  during  this  feflival,  laying  no  more  of  the 
church  itfelf,  than  jail  what  is  neceffary  to  make  my  account  intelligible. 

The  church  of  the  Iloly  Sepulchre  is  founded  upon  I\Iount  Calvary,  which  is  a  fmall 
eniinence  or  hill  upon  the  greater  Mount  of  RIoriah.  It  was  anciently  appropriated 
to  the  execution  of  malefactors,  and  therefore  fliut  out  of  the  walls  of  the  city,  as  an 
t'xecrable  and  polluted  place.  But  fince  it  was  made  the  altar  on  which  was  offered 
up  the  precious  and  all-fulTicient  facrilice  for  the  fins  of  the  whole  world,  it  has  re- 
covered itfelf  from  that  infamy,  and  has  been  always  reverenced  and  reforted  to  \vith 
I'uch  devotion  by  all  chriftians,  that  it  has  attra<5ted  the  city  round  about  it,  and  ftands 
now  in  the  midlt  of  Jerufalcm,  a  great  part  ot  the  hill  of  Sion  being  fliut  out  ot  the  walls, 
to  make  room  for  the  admiffion  of  Calvary. 

In  order  to  the  fitting  of  this  hill  for  thq  foundation  of  a  church,  the  firfl  founders; 
were  obliged  to  reduce  it  to  a  plain  area;  which  they  did  by  cutting  down  feveral 
parts  of  the  rock,  and  by  elevating  others.  But  in  tliis  work,  care  was  taken  that  none 
of  thofe  parts  of  the  hill,  which  were  reckoned  to  be  more  immediately  concerned  in 
our  bleifed  Lord's  paffion,  fliould  be  altered  or  diminilhed.  Thus,  that  very  part  of 
Calvary,  where  they  fay  Chrilt  was  fallened  to,  and  lilted  upon  his  crofs,  is  left  entire ; 
being  about  ten  or  twelve  yards  fquare,  and  (landing  at  this  day  fo  high  above  the  com- 
mon floor  of  the  church,  that  you  have  twenty-one  iteps  or  ftairs  to  go  up  to  its  top  :  and 
the  holy  fepulchre  itfelf,  which  was  at  firft  a  cave  hewn  into  the  rock  under  ground, 
having  had  the  rock  cut  away  from  it  all  round,  is  now  as  it  were  a  grotto  above 
ground. 

The  church  is  Icfs  than  one  hundred  paces  long,  and  not  more  than  fixty  wide ;  and 
jet  is  fo  contrived,  that  it  is  fuppofed  to  contain  under  its  roof  twelve  or  thirteen  fanc- 
tuaries,  or  places  confecrated  to  a  more  than  ordinary  veneration,  by  being  reputed  to 
have  fome  particular  aftions  done  in  them,  relating  to  the  death  and  refurreftion  of 
Chrift.  As  firft,  the  place  where  he  was  derided  by  the  fokiicrs  :  fecondly,  where  the 
foldiers  divided  his  garments :  thirdly,  where  he  was  fliut  up,  whilll  they  digged  the 
hole  to  fet  the  foot  of  the  crofs  in,  and  made  all  ready  for  his  crucifixion  :  fourthly,, 
where  he  was  nailed  to  the  crofs  :  fifthly,  where  the  crofs  was  erected  :  fixthly,  where 
the  foldier  flood  that  pierced  his  fide  :  feventhly,  where  his  body  was  anointed  in  order 
to  his  burial  :  eighthly,  where  his  body  was  depofited  in  the  iepulchre  :  ninthly,  where 
the  angels  appeared  to  the  women  after  his  refurrection :  tenthly,  where  Chrift  him- 
felf  appeared  to  Mary  Magdalen,  &c.  The  places  where  thefe  and  many  other  things 
relating  to  our  bleifed  Lord  are  faid  to  have  been  done,'  are  all  fuppofed  to  be  con- 
tained within  the  narrow  precincts  of  this  cliurch,  and  are  all  dillinguifhed  and  adorned 
with  fo  many  feveral  altars. 

In  galleries  round  about  the  church,  and  alfo  in  little  buildings  annexed  to  it  on  the 
outfide,  are  certain  apartments  for  the  reception  of  friars  and  pilgrims ;  and  in  thefe 
places  almofl  every  chriflian  nation  anciently  maintained  a  fmall  fociety  of  monks  ;  each 
fociety  having  its  proper  quarter  afligned  to  it,  by  the  appointment  of  the  Turks  ;  fuch. 
as  the  Latins,  Greeks,  Syrians,  Armenians,  Abyiiines,  Georgians,  Neftorians,  Cophtites, 
Maronites,  &c.  all  which  had  anciently  their  feveral  apartments  in  the  church.  But 
thefe  have  all,  except  four,  forfaken  their  quarters  ;  not  being  able  to  fuflain  the  fevere 
rents  and  extortions  which  their  Turkifh  landlords  impofe  upon  them.  The  Latins, 
Greeks,  Armenians  and  Cophtites  keep  their  footing  {till ;  but  of  thefe  four,  the  Coph- 
tites have  now  only  one  poor  reprefentative  of  their  nation  left  j  and  the  Armenians  are 
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run  To  mucli  in  debt,  that  it  is  fiippofed  they  are  haflening  aprice  to  follow  the  examples 
of  their  brethren,  who  have  deferted  before  them. 

Befides  their  feveral  ap:irtments,  each  fraternity  have  their  altars  and  fancluarv, 
properly  and  diftinclly  allotted  to  their  own  ufe.  At  which  places  they  have  a 
peculiar  right  to  perform  their  own  divine  fervice,  and  to  exclude  other  nations  from 
them. 

But  that  which  has  always  been  the  great  prize  contended  for  by  the  feveral  fefts, 
is  the  command  and  appropriation  of  the  holy  fepulchre  ;  a  privilege  contefled  with 
fo  much  unchriftian  fury  and  animofity,  efpecially  between  the  Greeks  and  Latins, 
that  in  difputing  v.hich  party  fliould  go  into  it  to  celebrate  their  mafs,  they  have  fome- 
times  proceeded  to  blows  and  wounds,  even  at  the  very  door  of  their  fepulchre ; 
mingling  their  own  blood  with  their  facrifices.  An  evidence  of  which  fury  the  father 
guardian  fliewed  us  in  a  great  fear  upon  his  arm,  which  he  told  us  was  the  mark  of  a 
wound  given  him  by  a  fturdy  Greek  prieft  in  one  of  thefe  unholy  wars.  Who  can 
expeft  ever  to  fee  thefe  lioly  places  refcued  from  the  hands  of  infidels  ?  Or  if  thev 
fhould  be  recovered,  what  deplorable  contelts  might  be  expected  to  follow  about  them  ! 
I'eeing  even  in  their  prefent  date  of  captivity,  they  are  made  the  occafion  of  fuch  un- 
chridian  rage  and  animofity. 

For  putting  an  end  to  thefe  infamous  quarrels,  the  French  king  interpofed,  by  a 
letter  to  the  grand  vifier,  about  twelve  vears  fince ;  requeuing  him  to  order  the  holy 
fepulchre  to  be  put  into  the  hands  of  the  Latins,  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  capitula- 
tion made  in  the  year  1673.  'J'he  confequence  of  which  letter,  and  of  other  inftances 
made  by  the  French  king,  was,  that  the  holy  fepulchre  was  appropriated  to  the  L;itins  ; 
tliis  was  not  accompliflied  till  the  year  1690,  they  alone  having  the  privilege  to  fay 
mafs  in  it.  And  though  it  be  permitted  to  chriftians  of  all  nations  to  go  into  it  for 
their  private  devotions,  yet  none  may  folemnize  any  public  office  of  religion  there  but 
the  Latins. 

The  daily  employment  of  thefe  reclufes  is  to  trim  the  lamps,  and  to  make  devotional 
vifits  and  procefhons  to  the  feveral  fanctuaries  in  the  church,  'i'hus  they  fpcnd  their 
time,  many  of  them  for  four  or  fix  years  together ;  nay,  fo  far  are  fome  tranfported 
with  the  pleafing  contemplations  in  which  they  here  entertain  themfelvcs,  that  they 
will  never  come  out  to  their  dying  day,  burying  themfelves  (as  it  were)  alive  in  our 
Lord's  grave. 

The  Latins,  of  whom  there  are  always  about  ten  or  twelve  refiding  at  the  church, 
with  a  prefident  over  them,  make  every  day  a  folcmn  proceflion,  with  tapers  and 
crucifixes,  and  other  proceffionary  folemnitics,  to  the  feveral  fanftuaries ;  finging  at 
every  one  of  them  a  Latin  hymn  relating  to  the  fubjeft  of  each  place.  Thefe  Latins^ 
being  more  polite  and  exaft  in  their  functions  than  the  otlier  monks  hero  refiding,  and 
alfo  our  converliition  being  chiefiy  with  them,  I  will  only  defcribe  their  ceremonies, 
without  taking  notice  of  what  was  done  by  others,  who  did  not  fo  much  come  under 
our  obfervation. 

Their  ceremony  begins  on  Good  Friday  night,  which  is  called  by  them  the  mx  tcne- 
hrofa,  and  is  obferved  with  fuch  an  extraordinary  folemnity,  that  I  cannot  omit  to  give 
a  particular  defcription  of  it. 

As  foon  as  it  grew  dulk,  all  the  friars  and  pilgrims  were  convened  in  the  chapel  of 
the  apparition  (which  is  a  fmall  oratory  on  the  north  fide  of  the  holy  grave,  adjoining 
to  the  apartment  of  the  Latins),  in  order  to  go  in  a  proceflion  round  the  church.  But, 
before  they  fet  out,  one  of  the  friars  preached  a  fcrmon  in  Italian  in  that  chapel.  He 
began  his  difcourfe  thus  j  In  qucjla  nottc  icncbro/a,  &c.  at  which  words  all  tlic  candles 

were 


y\Z  A    JOURNEY    FROM    ALEPPO    TO    JERUSALENf, 

were  inllantly  put  out,  to  yield  a  livelier  image  of  the  occafion.  And  fo  we  were  held 
by  the  preacher,  for  near  half  an  hour,  very  much  in  the  dark.  Sermon  being  ended, 
every  perfon  prefcnt  had  a  large  lighted  taper  put  into  his  hand,  as  if  it  were  to 
jnake  amends  for  the  former  darknefs  ;  and  the  crucifixes  and  other  utenfils  were 
difpofed  in  order  for  beginning  the  procellion.  Amongfl  the  other  crucifixes,  there 
was  one  of  a  very  large  fize,  which  bore  upon  it  the  image  of  ourLoid,  as  big  as  the 
life.  The  image  was  fallened  to  it  with  great  nails,  crowned  with  thorns,  befmeared 
with  blood  ;  and  fo  exquifitely  was  it  formed,  that  it  reprefented  in  a  very  lively  manner 
the  lamentable  fpec^acle  of  our  Lord's  body,  as  it  hung  upon  the  crois.  This  figure 
was  carried  all  along  in  the  head  of  the  proceflion  ;  after  which  the  company  followed 
to  all  the  fancluaries  in  the  church,  finging  their  appointed  hynm  at  every  one. 

Thi?  firll  place  they  vlfited  was  that  ot  the  pillar  of  llagellation,  a  large  piece  of  which 
is  kept  in  a  little  cell  jull  at  the  door  of  the  chapel  of  the  Apparition.  There  they  fung 
their  proper  hymn  ;  and  another  friar  entertained  the  company  with  a  fermon  in  Spanifli, 
touching  the  fcourging  of  our  Lord. 

From  hence  they  proceeded  in  iolemn  order  to  the  prifon  of  Chrift,  where  they  pre- 
tend he  was  fecured  whilfl  the  foldiers  made  things  ready  for  his  crucifixion  ;  here 
likewlfe  they  fung  their  hymn,  and  a  third  friar  preached  in  French. 

From  the  prifon  they  went  to  the  altar  of  the  divifion  of  Chrill's  garments  ;  where 
they  only  fung  their  hymn,  without  adding  any  fermon. 

Having  done  here,  they  advanced  to  the  chapel  of  the  Derifion  ;  at  which,  after 
their  hymn,  they  had  a  fourth  fermon,  as  I  remember,  in  French. 

From  this  place  they  went  up  to  Calvary,  leaving  their  Ihoes  at  the  bottom  of  the 
flairs.  Here  are  two  altars  to  be  vifited  ;  one  where  our  Lord  is  fuppofed  to  have  been 
nailed  to  his  crofs  ;  another  where  his  crofs  was  erected.  At  the  former  of  thefe  they 
laid  down  the  great  crucifix  (which  I  but  now  defcribed)  upon  the  floor,  and  acted  a 
kind  of  a  refemblance  of  Chrift's  being  nailed  to  the  crofs  ;  and  after  the  hymn  one  of 
the  friars  preached  another  fermon  in  Spanifli,  upon  the  crucifixion. 

From  hence  they  removed  to  the  adjoining  altar,  where  the  crofs  is  fuppofed  to  have 
been  erected,  bearing  the  image  of  our  Lord's  body.  At  this  altar  is  a  hole  in  the 
natural  rock,  faid  to  be  the  very  fame  individual  one,  in  which  the  foot  of  our  Lord's 
crofs  flood.  Here  they  fet  up  their  crofs,  with  the  bloody  crucified  image  upon  it ;  and 
leaving  it  in  that  poflure,  they  firfl  fung  their  hymn,  and  then  the  father  guardian, 
fitting  in  a  chair  before  it,  preached  a  paflion  fermon  in  Italian. 

At  about  one  yard  and  a  half  diflance  from  the  hole  in  which  the  foot  of  the  crofs 
was  fixed,  is  feen  that  memorable  cleft  in  the  rock,  faid  to  have  been  made  by  the  earth- 
quake which  happened  at  the  fufFering  of  the  God  of  Nature;  when  (as  St.  Matthew, 
chap.  27,  v.  51.  witneffeth)  '  the  rocks  rent,  and  the  very  graves  were  opened.'  This 
cleft,  as  to  what  now  appears  of  it,  is  about  a  Ipan  wide  at  its  upper  part,  and  two  deep; 
after  which  it  clofes  ;  but  it  opens  again  below  (as  you  may  fee  in  another  chapel  con- 
tiguous to  the  fitie  of  Calvary)  ;  and  runs  down  to  an  unknown  depth  in  the  earth. 
That  this  rent  was  made  by  the  earthquake  that  happened  at  our  Lord's  pafFion,  there 
is  only  tradition  to  prove  :  but  that  it  is  a  natural  and  genuine  breach,  and  not  counter- 
feited by  any  art,  the  fenfe  and  reafon  of  every  one  that  fees  it  may  convince  him ;  for 
the  fides  of  it  fit  like  two  tallys  to  each  other  ;  and  yet  it  runs  in  fuch  intricate  windings 
as  could  not  well  be  counterfeited  by  art,  nor  arrived  at  by  any  inflruments. 

The  ceremony  of  the  pafTion  being  over,  and  the  guardian's  fermon  ended,  two  friars, 
perfonating  the  one  Jofeph  of  Arimathea,  the  other  Nicodemus,  approached  the  crofs, 
and  with  a  moft  folemn  concerned  air,  both  of  afpect  and  behaviour,  drew  out  the  great 

4  nails, 


BY    HENRY    MAUNDRELL,  j^j 

nails,  and  took  down  the  feigned  body  from  the  crofs.  It  was  an  effigy  fo  contrived, 
that  its  limbs  were  foft  and  flexible,  as  if  they  had  been  real  flefh ;  and  nothing  could 
bo  more  iurpriling,  than  to  fee  the  two  pretended  mourners  bend  down  the  arms,  which 
were  before  extended,  and  difpofe  them  upon  the  trunk,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  is  ufual 
in  corpfes. 

'Ihe  body  being  taken  down  from  the  crofs,  was  received  in  a  fair  large  winding- 
flieet,  and  carried  down  from  Calvary;  the  whole  company  attending  as  before,  to  the 
(tone  ot  unftion.  Tiiis  is  taken  for  the  very  place  where  the  precious  body  of  our  Lord 
was  anointed,  and  prepared  for  the  burial,  John  19,39.  Here  they  laid  down  their 
imaginaiy  corpfe;  and  carting  over  it  feveral  fweet  powders  and  fpices,  wrapt  it  up  in 
the  winding-fheet :  whilft  this  was  doing,  tliey  fuTig  their  proper  hymn,  and  after- 
wards one  of  the  iriars  preached  hi  Arabick,  a  funeral  fermon. 

Thefe  obfequies  being  fiiiilhed,  they  carrie.l  oft"  their  fancied  corpfe,  and  laid  it  in  the 
fopulchre;  fliutting  up  the  door  till  Eafter  morning.  And  now  after  fo  many  fermons, 
and  fo  long,  not  to  fay  tedious  a  ceremony,  it  may  well  be  imagined,  that  the  wearinefs 
of  the  congregation,  as  well  as  the  hour  of  the  night,  made  it  needful  to  go  to  reft. 

Saturday,  March  27. — The  next  morning  nothing  extraordinary  paffed;  which  gave 
many  of  the  pilgrims  leifure  to  have  their  arms  marked  with  the  ufual  enfigns  of  Jjru- 
falem.  The  artifls,  who  undertake  the  operation,  do  it  m  this  manner  :  they  have 
(lamps  in  wood  of  any  figure  that  ynu  defire,  which  they  hrft  print  off  upon  your  arm 
with  powder  of  charcoal ;  then  lakmg  two  vjry  flue  needles  tied  clofe  together,  and 
dipping  them  often,  like  a  pen,  in  certain  ink,  compounded,  as  I  was  informed,  of 
gunpowder  and  ox -gall,  they  make  with  them  fmall  punCluresall  along  the  lines  of  the 
figure  which  rhey  have  printed  ;  antl  then  waflnr.,^  the  part  in  wine,  conclude  the  work. 
Thefe  pundures  they  make  with  great  quicknefs  and  dexterity,  and  with  fcarce  any 
fmart,  feklom  piercing  fo  deep  as  to  draw  blood. 

In  the  afternoon  of  this  day,  the  congregation  was  affembled  in  the  area  before  the  holy 
grave;  where  the  friars  fpent  fome  hours  in  finging  ryrr  the  Lamentations  of  Jeremiah, 
which  function,  with  the  ufual  proceffion  to  the  holy  places,  was  all  the  ceremony  of 
this  day. 

Sunday,  March  28. — On  Kaffcr  morning  the  fepulchre  was  again  let  open  very 
early.  The  cl<'uds  of  the  former  morning  were  cleared  up  ;  and  the  friars  put  on  a 
face  of  joy  and  ferenity,  as  if  it  had  been  the  real  junOure  of  our  Lord's  refurreftion. 
Nor  doubtlcfs  was  this  joy  feigned,  whatever  their  nuurning  might  be,  this  being  the 
day  in  which  their  Lenten  difciplines  expired,  and  they  were  couie  to  a  full  belly  again. 

Themafs  was  celebrated  this  morning  juft  before  the  holy  fepulcl.re,  being  the  mofl: 
eminent  place  in  the  church  ;  where  the  fatl  er  guardian  had  a  tl.rone  er.'Cled,  and 
being  arrayed  in  cpifcofKd  robes,  with  a  mitre  on  1uj>  nead,  in  the  fight  of  the  Turks,  he 
gave  the  hoft  to  all  tliat  were  difpofed  to  receive  it ;  not  refufing  children  of  feven  o? 
eight  years  old.  This  oilice  being  ended,  we  made  our  exit  out  of  the  fepulchre,  and 
returning  to  the  convent,  dineil  with  the  friars. 

After  dinner,  we  took  an  opportunity  to  go  and  vifit  fome  of  the  remarkable  pbces 
without  the  city  walls;  we  began  with  thofe  on  the  north  fide. 

'i"he  firil  place  we  were  conducted  to  was  a  large  grot,  a  little  without  Danufcus  gate; 
Aiid  to  have  been  fome  time  the  refidence  of  Jeremi.ih.  On  the  left  fideot  it,  is  fhewn 
the  prophet's  bed,  being  a  (helve  on  the  rock,  about  eight  fVet  from  the  ground  ;  and 
not  far  from  this,  is  the  place  where  they  lay  he  wrote  his  Lamentations.  This  place  is 
at  prefent  a  college  of  dervifes,  and  is  held  in  great  veneration  by  the  Turks  and  Jews, 
as  well  as  Chriltians. 
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The  next  place  we  came  to,  was  thofe  famous  grots  called  the  Sepulchres  of  the  Kings; 
but  for  what  reafon  they  go  by  that  name  is  hard  to  refolve;  for  it  is  certain  none  of  the 
kings,  either  of  Ifrael  or  Judah,  were  buried  here  ;  the  holy  fcriptures  afligning  other 
places  for  their  fepultures ;  unlefs  it  may  be  thought  perhaps  that  Hezekiah  was  here 
interred,  and  that  thefe  were  the  fepulchres  of  the  fons  of  David,  mentioned  2  Chron. 
32,33.  Whoever  was  buried  here,  this  is  certain,  tliat  the  place  itfelf  difcovers  fo 
great  an  expenfe  both  of  labour  and  treafure,  that  we  may  well  fuppofe  it  to  have  been 
the  work  of  kings.  You  approach  to  it  at  the  eaft  fide,  through  an  entrance  cut  out  of 
the  natural  rock,  which  admits  you  into  an  op'jn  court  of  about  forty  paces  iquares,  cut 
down  into  the  rock,  with  which  it  is  encompafled  inilead  of  walls.  On  the  fouth  fide 
of  the  court  is  a  portico,  nine  paces  long  and  four  broad,  hewn  likewife  out  of  the 
natural  rock.  This  is  a  kind  of  architrave  running  along  its  front,  adorned  with  fculp- 
ture  of  fruits  and  flowers,  flill  difcernible,  but  by  time  much  defaced.  At  the  end  of 
the  portico  on  the  left  hand,  you  defcend  to  the  paflage  into  the  fepulchres.  The  door 
is  now  fo  obflruded  with  ilones  and  rubbilh,  that  it  is  a  thing  of  fonie  difiiculty  to 
creep  through  it.  But  within  you  arrive  in  a  large  fair  room,  about  feven  or  eight 
yards  fquare,  cut  out  of  the  natural  rock.  Its  fides  and  ceiling  are  fo  exaftly  fquare, 
and  its  angles  fo  juft,  that  no  archited  with  levels  and  plummets  could  build  a  room 
more  regular ;  and  the  whole  is  fo  firm  and  entire,  that  it  may  be  called  a  chamber 
hollowed  out  of  one  piece  of  marble.  From  this  room,  you  pafs  into  (I  think) 
fix  more,  one  within  another,  all  of  the  fame  fabrick  with  the  firlt.  Of  thefe,  the 
two  innermofl  are  deeper  than  the  reftj  having  a  fecond  defcent  of  about  fix  or  feven 
fteps  into  them. 

In  every  one  of  thefe  rooms,  except  the  firft,  were  cofHns  of  ftone  placed  in  niches 
m  the  fides  of  the  chambers.  They  had  been  at  firft  covered  with  handfome  lids,  and 
carved  with  garlands;  but  now  moftof  them  were  broke  to  pieces  by  facrilegious  hands. 
The  fides  and  ceiling  of  the  rooms  were  always  dropping,  with  the  moid  damps  con- 
denfmg  upon  them.  To  remedy  which  nuifance,  and  to  prelerve  thefe  chambers  of 
the  dead  polite  and  clean,  there  was  in  each  room  a  fmall  channel  cut  in  the  floor, 
which  fervcd  to  drain  the  drops  that  fall  conftantly  into  it. 

But  the  mofl  furprifing  thing  belonging  to  thefe  fubterraneous  chambers  was  their 
doors,  of  which  there  is  only  one  that  remains  hanging,  being  left  as  it  were  on  pur- 
pofe  to  puzzle  the  beholders.  It  confifted  of  a  plank  of -ftone  of  about  fix  inches  in 
thicknefs,  and  in  its  other  dimenfions  equalling  the  fize  of  an  ordinary  door,  or  fome- 
what  lefs.  It  was  carved  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  refemble  a  piece  of  wainfcot;  the  flone 
of  which  it  was  made,  was  vifibly  of  the  fame  kind  with  the  whole  rock;  and  it  turned 
upon  two  hinges  in  the  nature  of  axles.  Thefe  hinges  were  of  the  fame  entire  piece  of 
ftone  with  the  door;  and  were  contained  in  two  holes  of  the  immoveable  rock,  one  at 
the  top,  the  other  at  the  bottom. 

From  this  defcription  it  is  obvious  to  flart  a  queflion,  how  fuch  doors  as  thefe  were 
made  ;  whether  they  were  cut  out  of  the  rock,  in  the  fame  place  and  manner  as  they  now 
hang;  or  whether  they  were  brought,  and  fixed  in  their  ftation  like  other  doors  ?  One 
of  thefe  mufl  be  fuppofed  to  have  been  done;  and  which  foever  part  we  choofe,  as  mofl 
probable,  it  feems  at  firft  glance  to  be  not  without  its  difficulty.  But  thus  much  I  have 
to  fay,  for  the  refolving  of  this  riddle  (which  is  wont  to  create  no  fmall  difpute  amongfl 
pilgrims),  viz.  that  the  door  which  was  left  hanging,  did  not  touch  its  lintel  by  at 
leail  two  inches;  fo  that  I  believe  it  might  eafily  have  been  lifted  up  and  unhinged. 
And  the  doors  which  had  been  thrown  down,  had  their  hinges  at  the  upper  end  twice 
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as  long  as  thofe  at  the  bottom ;  which  fcems  to  intimate  pretty  plainly,  by  what  method 
this  work,  was  accomplifhed. 

From  thefe  fepulchres  we  returned  toward!  the  city  again,  and  jufl  by  Herod's  gate 
were  fhewn  a  grotto  full  of  filthy  w.  -^r  and  mire.  This  pafTes  for  the  dunj.'^eon  in 
which  Jeremiah  was  kept  by  Zedek.a'j,  lill  enlarged  by  the  charity  of  Ebed  Meleck, 
Jer.  38.     At  t^i;.  place  we  concluded  our  v.fits  foi  that  evening. 

Monday,  Mirch  29. — The  next  day  b-^ing  Eafter  Monday,  the  mofolem  or  governor 
of  the  city  f  .-t  out,  according  to  cuftom,  with  fereral  bands  of  foldiers,  to  convey  the 
pilgrims  to  Jordan.  Without  this  guard,  there  is  no  going  thither,  by  reafon  of  the 
multitude  and  infolcnce  of  the  Arabs  in  thefe  parts.  The  fee  to  the  mofolem  for  his 
company  and  foldiers  upon  this  occafion,  is  twelve  dollars  for  each  Frank  pilgrim,  but' 
if  they  be  ecclefiaflicks,  fix;  which  you  mud  pay,  whether  you  are  dii'pofed  to  go  the 
journey  or  Hay  in  the  city.  We  went  out  at  St.  Stephen's  gate,  being  in  all,  of  every 
nation  and  fex,  about  two  thoufand  pilgrims.  Ilavhig  croffed  the  valley  of  Jehofaphat, 
and  part  of  Mount  Olivet,  we  came  in  half  an  hour  to  Bethany;  at  prefent  only  a  fmall 
village.  At  the  firft  entrance  into  it,  is  an  old  ruin,  which  they  call  Lazarus's  caftle, 
fuppofed  to  have  been  the  manfion  houfe  of  that  favourite  of  our  Lord.  At  the  bottom 
of  a  fmall  defcent,  not  far  from  the  caftle,  is  fhewn  the  fepulchre  out  of  which  he  was 
railed  to  a  fecond  mortality,  by  that  enlivening  voice  of  Chrift,  '  Lazarus  come  forth.' 
You  defcend  into  the  fepulchre  by  twenty-five  fteep  ftairs;  at  the  bottom  of  which,  you 
arrive  firft  in  a  fmall  fquare  room,  and  from  thence  you  creep  down  into  another  leil'er 
room  about  a  yard  and  a  half  deeper,  in  whicli  the  body  is  faid  to  have  been  laid. 
This  place  is  held  in  great  veneration  by  the  Turks,  w'ho  ufe  it  for  an  oratory,  and 
demand  of  all  chriftians  a  finall  caphar  for  their  admilhon  into  it. 

About  a  bow  fliot  from  hence  you  pafs  by  the  place  which,  they  fay,  was  Mary  Mag- 
dalen's habitation  ;  and  then  defcending  a  fteep  hill,  you  come  to  the  Fountain  of  the 
Apoftles ;  fo  called,  becaufe,  as  the  tradition  goes,  thofe  holy  perfons  were  wont  to 
refrefti  themfelves  here,  in  their  frequent  travels  between  Jerufalem  and  Jericho.  And 
indeed  it  is  a  thing  very  probable,  and  no  more  than  I  believe  is  done  by  all  that  travel 
this  way;  the  fountain  being  clofe  by  the  road  fide,  and  very  inviting  to  the  thirfty 
paffenger. 

From  this  place  you  proceed  in  an  intricate  way  amongft  hills  and  valleys  inter- 
changeably ;  ail  of  a  very  barren  alpefl:  at  prefent,  but  difcovering  evident  figns  of  the 
labour  of  the  hulbandman  in  ancient  times.  After  fome  hours  travel  in  this  fort  of  road, 
you  arrive  at  the  mountainous  defartinto  which  our  blefltd  Saviour  was  led  by  the  Spirit, 
to  be  tempted  by  the  Devil.  A  moft  miferable  dry  barren  place  it  is,  confifting  of  high 
rocky  mountains,  fo  torn  and  difordered,  as  if  the  earth  had  here  fulFered  fome  great 
convulfion,  in  which  its  very  bowels  had  been  turned  outward.  On  the  left  hand, 
looking  down  in  a  deep  valley,  as  we  palled  along,  wefaw  fome  ruins  of  fmall  cells  and 
cottages,  which  they  told  us  were  formerly  the  habitations  of  hermits  retiring  hither 
for  penance  and  mortification.  And  certainly  there  could  not  be  found  in  the  whole 
earth  a  more  comfortlefs  and  abandoned  place,  for  that  purpofe.  From  the  top  of  thefe 
hills  of  defulation,  we  had,  however,  a  delightful  profped  of  the  mountains  of  Arabia, 
the  Dead  Sea,  and  the  plain  of  Jericho;  into  which  laft  place  we  defccnded,  after  about 
five  hours  march  from  Jerufalem.  As  loon  as  we  entered  the  plain,  we  turned  up  on 
the  left  hand,  and  going  about  one  hour  that  way,  came  to  the  foot  oi  the  Quarantania  ; 
which,  they  lay,  is  the  mountain  into  which  the  Devil  took  our  blelled  Saviour,  when 
he  tempted  him  with  that  vifionary  fcene  of  all  the  kingdoms  and  glories  of  the  worM. 
It  is,  as  St.  Matthew  Ilyles  it,  an  exceeding  high  mountain,  and  in  its  afcent  not  only 
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ditTicult,  but  dangerous.  It  has  a  fmall  chapel  at  the  top,  and  another  about  halfway 
up,  founded  upon  a  prominent  part  of  the  rock. :  near  this  latter  are  feveral  caves  and 
holes  in  the  fide  of  the  mountain,  made  ufe  of  anciently  by  hermits,  and  by  fome  at  this 
dav,  for  places  to  keep  their  Lent  in  ;  in  imitation  of  that  of  our  blefled  Saviour.  In 
moll  of  thofe  grots  we  found  certain  Arabs  quartered,  with  fire-arms,  who  obltrufted 
our  afcent,  demanding  two  hundred  dollars  for  leave  to  go  up  the  mountains.  So  we 
departed  without  farther  trouble,  not  a  little  glad  to  have  fo  good  an  excufe  for  not 
climbing  fo  dangerous  a  precipice. 

Turning  down  from  hence  into  thj  plain,  we  pafled  by  a  ruined  aqueduft,  and  a 
convent  in  the  fame  condition :  and  in  about  a  mile's  riding  came  to  the  fountain  of 
tllllia  J  fo  called,  becaufs  miraculoufly  purged  from  its  brackiflmcfs  by  that  prophet, 
at  the  r^queft  of  the  men  of  Jericho,  2  Kings,  2.  19.  Its  waters  are  at  prefent  received 
in  a  bafin,  about  nine  or  ten  paces  long,  and  five  or  fix  broad  ;  and  from  thence  iifuing 
out  in  good  plenty,  divide  themfelves  into  feveral  fmall  flreams,  difperfing  their  refreih- 
ment  to  all  the  field  between  this  and  Jericho,  and  rendering  it  exceeding  fruitful.  Clofe 
bv  the  fountain  grows  a  large  tree  fpreading  into  boughs  over  the  water,  and  here  in  the 
Hiade  we  took  a  collation,  with  the  father  guardian,  and  about  thirty  or  forty  friars  more, 
who  went  this  journey  with  us. 

About  one  third  of  an  hour's  diftance  from  hence  is  Jericho,  at  prefent  only  a  poor 
nalty  village  of  the  Arabs.  "We  were  here  carried  to  fee  a  place  where  Zaccheus's 
houfe  is  faid  to  have  ftood ;  which  is  only  an  old  fquare  (tone  building,  on  the  fouth 
fide  of  Jericho.  About  two  furlongs  from  hence,  the  mofolem,  with  his  people  had 
encamped  ;  and  not  far  from  them  we  took  up  our  quarters  this  night. 

Tuefday,  March  30. — The  next  morning  we  fet  out  very  early  for  Jordan,  where 
we  arrived  in  two  hours.  We  found  the  plain  very  barren  as  we  pafled  along  it,  pro- 
ducing nothing  but  a  Icind  of  faraphire,  and  other  fuch  marine  plants.  I  obferved  in 
many  places  of  the  road,  where  puddles  of  water  had  ftood,  a  whitencfs  upon  the  fur- 
face  of  the  ground  ;  which,  upon  trial,  I  found  to  be  a  cruft  of  fait,  caufed  by  the  water 
to  rife  out  of  the  earth,  in  the  fame  manner  as  it  does  every  year  in  the  valley  of  Salt 
near  Aleppo,  after  the  winter's  inundation.  Thefe  faline  elflorefcences  I  found  at  fome 
leagues  diftance  from  the  Dead  Sea  ;  which  demonftrates,  that  the  whole  valley  muft  be 
all  over  plentifully  impregnated  with  that  mineral. 

Within  about  a  furlong  of  the  river,  at  that  place  where  we  vifited  it,  there  was  an 
old  ruined  church  and  convent,  dedicated  to  St.  John  m  memory  of  the  baptizing  of 
gur  bleffed  Lord.  It  is  founded,  as  near  as  could  be  conjedlured,  to  the  very  place 
where  he  had  the  honour  to  perform  that  facred  office,  and  to  wafh  Him  who  was  in- 
finitely purer  than  the  water  itfelf.  On  the  farther  fide  of  the  forementioned  convent 
there  runs  along  a  fmall  defcent,  which  you  may  fitly  call  the  firft  and  outermoft  bank 
of  Jordan  ;  as  far  as  which  it  may  be  fuppofed  the  river  does,  or  at  leaft  did  anciently 
overflow,  at  fome  fealbns  of  the  year,  viz.  at  the  time  of  harveft,  Jofh.  3.  1 5,  or  as  it  is 
expreffed,  Chron.  12.  15,  in  the  firft  month,  that  is  in  M;u-ch.  But  at  prefent  (whether 
it  be  becaufe  the  river  has,  by  its  rapidity  of  current,  worn  its  channel  deeper  than  it  was 
formerly,  or  whether  becaufe  its  waters  are  diverted  fome  other  way)  it  feems  to  have 
forgot  its  ancient  greatnefs  :  for  we  could  difcern  no  fign  or  probability  of  fuch  over- 
flowings, when  we  were  there,  which  was  the  thirtieth  of  March,  being  the  proper  time 
for  thefe  inundations.  Nay,  fo  far  was  the  river  from  overflowing,  that  it  ran  at  leaft' 
two  yards  below  the  brink  of  its  channel. 

After  having  defcended  the  outermoft  bank,  you  go  about  a  furlong  upon  a  level 
ftrand,  before   you  come  to  the  immediate  bank  of  the  river.     This  fccond  bank  is 
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fo  befet  With  buflies  and  trees,  fuch  as  tamarifk,  villows,  oleanders,  kc.  that  3'cu  can 
fee  no  water  till  you  have  made  your  way  through  them.  In  this  ihickct  ancVntly 
(and  the  fame  is  reported  of  it  at  this  day)  fever^l  forts  of  wiVi  beafts  were  wont  to 
harbour  themfelvcs ;  v/hofe  being  waflied  out  of  the  covert  by  the  overflr-\v!r.(^s  of  the 
river,  gave  occafion  to  that  allufion,  Jerem,  49.  ig,  and  50.  44.  '  He  fhall  come  up 
like  a  lion  from  the  fvvelling  of  Jordan'. 

No  fooner  were  we  arrived  at  the  river,  and  difmounted,  in  order  to  fatisfy  that 
curiofity  and  devotion,  which  brought  us  thither,  but  we  were  alarmed  by  fome 
troops  of  Arabs  appearing  on  tlie  other  fide,  and  firing  at  us  ;  but  at  too  great  a  dii- 
tance  to  do  any  execution.  Th.is  intervening  dillurbance  hindred  the  friars  from  per- 
forming their  fervice  prefcribed  for  this  place  ;  and  feeraed  to  put  them  in  a  terrible 
fear  of  their  lives,  beyond  what  appeared  in  the  reft  of  the  company  ;  though  con- 
fidering  the  fordidnefs  of  their  prefent  condition,  and  the  extraordinary  rewards,  which 
they  boaft  to  be  their  due  in  the  world  to  come,  one  would  think  in  reafon,  they  of  all 
men  fhould  have  the  lead  caufe  to  difcover  fo  great  a  fear  of  death,  and  fo  much  fond- 
nefs  of  a  life  like  theirs. 

But  this  alarm  was  foon  over,  and  every  one  returned  to  his  former  purpofe :  fome 
Ilripped  and  bathed  themfelves  in  the  river  ;  others  cut  down  boughs  from  the  ti'ees  ; 
every  man  was  employed  one  way  or  other,  to  take  a  memorial  of  this  fiimous  stream. 
The  water  was  very  turpid,  and  too  rapid  to  be  fwam  againft.  For  its  breadth,  it 
might  be  about  twenty  yards  over  ;  and  in  depth  it  far  exceeded  my  height.  On  the 
other  fide  there  feemed  to  be  a  much  larger  thicket  than  on  that  where  we  were  ; 
but  we  durft  not  fwim  over,  to  take  any  certain  account  of  that  region,  for  fear  of  the 
Arabs;  there  being  three  guns  fired  juft  over  agamfl  us,  and  (as  we  might  guefs  by 
their  reports)  very  near  the  river. 

Having  finilhed  our  defign  here,  we  were  fummoned  to  return  by  the  mofolem  ; 
•who  carried  us  back  into  the  middle  of  the  plain,  and  there  fitting  under  his  tent,  made 
us  pafs  before  Iiim,  man  by  man,  to  the  end  he  might  take  the  more  exafl  account  of  us, 
and  lofc  nothing  of  hiscaphar.  We  feemed  at  this  place  to  be  near  the  Dead  Sea,  and 
fome  of  us  had  a  great  defire  to  go  nearer,  and  take  a  view  of  thofe  prodigious  watei^s. 
But  this  could  not  be  attempted,  without  the  licence  of  our  commander  in  chitrf.  We 
therefore  fent  to  requeft  his  permiflion  for  our  going,  and  a  guard  to  attend  us ;  botii 
which  he  readily  granted,  and  we  immediately  profecuted  our  purpofe. 

Coming  within  about  half  an  hour  of  the  fca,  we  found  the  ground  uneven,  and 
varied  into  hillocks,  much  rcfembling  thofe  places  in  England  where  there  have  been 
anciently  lime-kilns.  Whether  thefe  might  be  the  pits  at  which  th.e  kings  of  Sodom 
and  Gomorrah  were  overthrown  by  the  four  kings.  Gen.  14.  10,  I  will  not  de- 
termine. 

Coming  near  the  fca  we  pafl'cd  through  a  kind  of  coppice,  of  buflies  and  reeds ;  in 
the  midft  of  which  our  guide,  who  was  an  Arab,  fliewed  us  a  fountain  of  frcfli  water, 
fifing  not  above  a  furlong  from  the  fea ;  frefli  water  he  called  it,  but  we  found  it 
brackifh. 

The  Dead  Sea  is  cnclofed  on  the  e:\fl:  and  weft  with  exceeding  high  mountainfi ;  on 
the  north  it  is  bounded  with  the  plain  of  Joricho,  on  which  fide  alfo  it  receives  the  waters 
of  Jordan  j  on  the  fonth  it  is  open,  and  extends  beyond  the  rt'.'.-h  of  the  eye.  It  is 
fliid  to  be  twenty-four  leagues  long,  ;md  fix  or  fevcn  broad. 

On  the  (hore  of  the  lake  we  found  a  black  fort  of  pebbles,  which  biing  hold  in  the 
flame  of  a  candle  foon  burns,  and  yields  a  fmoke  of  an  intoU-rable  (lench.  It  line  tiiis 
property,  that  it  lofcs  only  of  its  weight,  but  not  of  its  bulk  by  burning.     The  hills 
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bordering  upon  the  lake,  are  falJ  to  abound  with  this  fort  of  fulphureous  ftones.  I  faw 
pieces  of  it  at  the  convent  of  St.  John  in  the  Wildnocfs,  two  feet  fquare.  They  were 
carved  in  baflb  relievo,  and  polifhed  to  as  great  a  iiillrc  as  black  marble  is  capable  of. 
and  were  defigned  for  the  ornament  of  the  new  church  at  the  convent. 

It  is  a  common  tradition,  that  birds  attempting  to  fly  over  ilrs  fea,  drop  down  dead 
into  it  ;  and  that  no  iifh,  nor  other  fort  of  animal  can  endure  thefe  deadly  waters.  Tlic 
former  report  I  faw  :i£tually  confuted,  by  feveral  birds  Hying  about  and  over  the  fea, 
without  any  vifible  harm  ;  the  latter  alfo  I  have  fome  reaibn  to  fufpeft  as  falfe,  having 
obferved  among  the  pebbles  on  the  fliore,  two  or  three  Ihells  of  fi(h  refembling  oyfler- 
fhells.  Thefe  were  call  up  by  the  waves,  at  two  hours  diftance  from  the  mouth  of 
Jordan ;  which  I  mention,  left  it  fhould  be  fufpcded  that  they  might  be  brought  into 
the  fea  that  way. 

As  for  the  bitumen,  for  which  the  fea  had  been  fo  famous,  there  was  none  at  the 
place  where  we  were.  But  it  is  gathered  near  the  mountains  on  both  fides  in  great 
plenty.  I  had  feveral  lumps  of  it  brought  me  to  Jerul;ilem.  It  exactly  refcmbles  pitch,, 
and  cannot  readily  be  diftinguiflied  from  it,  but  by  the  fulphureoufnefs  of  its  fmell 
and  tafte. 

The  water  of  the  lake  was  very  limpid,  and  fait  to  the  higheft  degree ;  and  not  only 
fait,  but  alfo  extreme  bitter  and  naufeous.  Being  willing  to  make  an  experiment  of  its 
ftrength,  I  went  into  it,  and  found  it  bore  up  my  body  in  fvvimming  with  an  uncommon 
force.  But  as  for  that  relation  of  fome  authors,  that  men  wading  into  it  were  buoyed. 
up  to  the  top,  as  foon  as  they  go  as  deep  as  the  navel  j  I  found  it,  upon  experiment, 
not  true. 

Being  defirous  to  fee  the  remains  (if  there  were  any)  of  thofe  cities  anciently  fituate 
in  this  place,  and  made  fo  dreadful  an  example  of  the  divine  vengeance,  I  diligently  fur- 
veyed  the  waters,  as  far  as  my  eye  could  reach  ;  but  neither  could  I  difcern  any  heaps 
of  ruins,  nor  any  fmoke  afcending  above  the  furface  of  the  water  ;  as  is  ufually  defcribed 
in  the  writings  and  maps  of  geographers.  But  yet  I  muft  not  omit  what  was  con- 
fidently attefted  to  me  by  the  father  guardian,  and  procurator  of  Jerufalem ;  both 
men  in  years,  and  feemingly  not  deftitute  either  of  Tenfe  or  probity,  viz.  that  they  had 
once  aftually  fecn  one  of  thefe  ruins  ;  that  it  was  fo  near  the  fhore,  and  the  waters  fo 
fhallow,  at  that  time,  that  they  together  with  fome  Frenchmen  went  to  it,  and  found 
there  feveral  pillars,  and  other  fragments  of  buildings.  The  caufe  of  our  being  deprived 
of  this  fight  was,  I  fuppofe,  the  height  of  the  water. 

On  the  weft  fide  of  the  fea  is  a  Iniall  promontory,  near  which,  as  our  guides  told  us, 
ftood  the  monument  of  Lot's  metamorphofed  wife ;  part  of  which  (if  they  may  be 
credited)  is  vifible  at  this  day.  But  neither  would  the  prefent  occafion  permit  us  to 
go  and  examine  the  truth  of  this  relai  m ;  neither,  had  the  opportunity  ferved,  could. 
we  give  faith  enough  to  their  report,  tc  Jiduce  us  to  go  on  fuch  an  errand. 

As  for  the  apples  of  Sodom,  fo  much  talked  of,  I  neither  faw,  nor  heard  of  any  herc^ 
abouts  :  nor  was  there  any  tree  to  be  feen  near  the  lake,  from  which  one  might  expedt 
fuch  a  kind  of  fruit*  ;  which  induces  me  to  believe  that  there  may  be  a  greater  deceit 
in  this  fruit,  than  that  which  is  ufually  reported  of  it ;  and  that  its  very  being  as  welt 
as  its  beauty,  is  a  fiction,  only  kept  up,  as  my  lord  Bacon  obferves  many  other  falfe  no- 
tions are,  becaufe  it  I'crves  for  a  good  allufion,  and  helps  the  poets  to  a  fimilitude. 

In  our  return  froni  the  Dead  Sea,  at  about  one  hour's  diftance  from  it,  we  came  to  an 
old  ruined  Greek   convent.     There  was   good  part  of  the  church  remaining,  v/ith 

*  Tacit.  Hift.  lib.  5.  Jofeph.  Bell.  Jud.  lib.j.  cap.  5.. 
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feveral  pieces  of  painting  entire  ;  ps  the  figures  of  feveral  Greek  faints,  and  over  the  altar 
the  reprefentation  of  our  Lord's  lift  fupper,  with  this  text  of  holy  writ  fairly  infcribed, 
Ai^iTi  <pa,'yiTi,  &CC.  Hereabout,  and  alfo  in  many  other  places  of  the  plain,  I  perr 
ceiveJ  a  ftrong  fcent  of  honey  and  wax,  (tl^  fun  being  very  hot) ;  and  the  bees  were 
very  induftrious  about  the  bloffoms  of  that  fylt  weed  which  the  plain  produces.  In 
about  one  hour  and  a  half  more  we  returned  to  our  tents  and  compaiiy,  at  the  fame 
place  where  we  flept  the  night  before  ;  and  there  we  fpant  this  ni  ,ht  alfo. 

Ainoagft  the  produds  of  this  piice,  1  faw  a  very  remarKal  ie  fruit,  called  by  the 
Arabs  iiucho-ne.  Ic  grows  upon  a  ;  lorny  bufh,  with  fmall  leaver ;  and  both  in  fliape 
and  colour  refembles  a  fmall  unr:pe  walnut.  The  kernel  of  this  fruit  the  Arabs  bray 
in  a  mortar;  and  then  putting  'fi:  pulp  into  fcalding  water,  they  Ikimoft'an  oil,  which 
rifes  to  the  top.  This  oil  they  take  inwardly  for  bruifes,  and  apply  it  outwardly  to 
green  wounds,  prefeiring  it  before  balm  of  Gilcad.  I  procured  a  b'jttle  of  it,  and  have 
found  it,  upon  f  i\aU  trials,  a  very  healing  medicine.  The  rofes  of  Jericho  were  not  to 
be  found  at  this  feafoii, 

Wednefday,  March  31. — This  morning  we  all  decamped  at  half  an  hour  after  two, 
and  returning  the  fame  way  by  which  we  came,  arrived  in  about  fix  hours  near  the  walls 
of  Jerufalem.  Our  company  did  not  think  tit  to  enter  the  city,  refolving  to  go  imme- 
diately for  Bethlehem.  In  order  to  wliicli,  we  turned  down  into  the  valley  of  Jeho- 
faphat ;  and  fo  pafTing  by  the  city,  inflantly  took  the  road  to  the  place  intended. 

From  Jerufalem  to  Bethlehem,  is  but  two  hours  travel.     The  country  through  which 
the  road  lies,  is  the  valley  of  Rephaim  ;  as  may  be  gathered  from  Jos.  Ant.  lib.  4^ 
cap  10.     A  valley  fo  famous  for   being   the  theatre  of  David's   victories  againft  the 
Philiftines,  2   Sam.  5.  23.      In  the  road  you  meet  with  thefe   following  remarkable 
places.     Firft,  a  place  faid  to  be  the  houfe  of  Simeon,  that  venerable  old  prophet,  who 
taking  our  bleifed  Saviour  in  his  arms,  fung  his  '  nunc  dimittis'  in  the  temple.   Secondly^ 
the  famous  turpentine  tree,  in  the  fhade  of  which  the  blelled  Virgin  is  faid  to  have  re- 
pofed,  when  Ihe  w  as  carry-ing  Chrift  in  her  arms,  to  prefent  him  to  the  Lord  at  Jerufalem. 
Thirdly,  a  convent  dedicated  to  St.  F.lias,  the  imprefs  of  whofe  I  idy,  the  Greek  monks 
refiding  here  pretend  to  fhew  in  a  hard   ftone,  which  was  nont  to  ferve  hijn  for  his 
bed.     Near  this  convent  alfo  is  a  well,  where  you  are  told  it  was  that  the  ftar  uppeared 
to  the  eaftern  magi,  to  their  exceeding  joy.  Fourthly,  Rachel's  tomb  ;  this  may  pr  -"bably 
be  the  true  place  of  her  interment,  mentioned  Gen.  35.   19.     But  the  prefent  'cpul- 
chral  monument  can  be  none  of  that  which  Jacob  erected  :  for  it  appcnrs  plainlv  10  be 
a  modern  ami  Turkilh  ftrudure.     Near  this  monument  is  a  little  pit^ce  of  ground,  in 
which  ;u-e  picked  up  a  little  fort  of  fmall  round  ftones,  exadly  r.  feml  'iiig  peafe  ;  con- 
cerning which  rfhey  have  a  tradition  here,  that  they  were  once  truly  what  they  now  feem 
to  be ;  but  tliat  the  bleifed  Virgin  petrified  them  by  a  miracle,  in  punifhment  to   a 
furly  ruftick,    who    denied  her    the    charity  of  a   handful   of  them    to   relieve   her 
hunger. 

Being  arrived  at  Bethlehem,  we  immediately  made  a  circular  vifit  to  all  the  holy 
places  belonging  to  it  :  as  namely,  the  place  where  it  is  faid  our  bleifed  Lord  was  born  ; 
the  manger  in  w  hich  it  is  faid  he  was  laid  ;  the  chapel  of  St.  Joieph,  his  fuppoled 
father  ;  that  of  the  Innocents  ;  thofe  of  St.  Jerom,  of  St.  Paula  and  Kuitochium,  and 
of  I'.uiebius  of  Cremona  ;  ;uid  laftly,  the  fcliool  of  St.  Jerom.  All  which  places  it 
Jhall  I'uflice  juft  to  name. 

From  the  top  of  the  church,  we  had  a  large  profpeft  of  the  adjacent  country.  The 
moll  remarkable  places  in  view  were  Tekoah,  lituate  on  the  iidc  of  a  hill,  about  nine 
miles  dillani  to  thefouthward  j  Engedi,  dillaiu  about  three  uiiles  ealiward  ;  and  icme- 
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\v!\at  farther  o^",  the  fame  way,  a  hi-^h  Tiarp  hill,  called  the  Mountain  of  the  Fran!;i, 
bscaufe  defended  by  a  parry  of  the-  crufaders  forty  years  after  the  l,ofs  of  Jerufaleiti. 

TliUrfday,  Apr'd  i.— This  morning  we  went  to  fee  fome  remarkable  places  in  tho 
ucighbourhof.d  of  Bethlehem.  The  firft  ^dace  that  wo  directed  our  courfe  to,  was 
thofeianwus  fountains,  pools  and  gardens,  about  one  hour  and  a  quarter  diflant  from 
Bethlehem  fouthward,  faid  to  have  been  the  contrivance  and  delight  of  king  Solomon., 
To  thefc  works  and  places  of  ploafure  that  great  prince  is  fuppofed  to  allude.  Keel.  2. 
^,6,  where  amongil  the  other  iuftances  of  his  magnificence,  he  reckons  up  his  gardens, 
and  vineyards,  and  pools. 

\  As  for  the  pools,  they  are  three  in  number,  lying  in  a  row  above  each  other  ;  bein^ 
fo  difpofed,  that  the  waters  of  the  uppermofl  may  defccnd  into  the  lecond,  and  thofo 
of  the  fecond  into  the  third.  Their  figure  is  quadrangular  ;  the  breadth  is  the  fame  in 
all,  amounting  to  about  ninety  p;!ces  :  and  in  their  length  there  is  fome  difference 
between  them  :  the  firft  beinjr  about  one  hundred  and  f;xty  paces  long,  the  fecond  two 
hundred,  the  th'.d  two  hundred  and  twenty.  They  all  are  lined  with  wall,  and 
plaiftered,  and  contain  a  great  depth  of  water. 

Cdofe  bv  the  pools  is  a  pleafant  caftle  of  a  modern  flruclure ;  and  at  about  the  dif- 
taiice  of  one  hundred  and  forty  paces  from  them,  is  the  fountain  from  which  principally 
they  derive  their  waters.  This,  the  friars  will  have  to  be  that  fealed  fountain,  to  which 
the  holy  fpoufe  is  compared.  Can.  4.  12.  And,  in  confirmation  of  this  opinion,  they 
pi^tend  a  tr;idition,  that  king  Solomon  fhut  up  thefe  fprings,  and  kept  the  door  of  them 
fealed  v.ith  his  fignct ;  to  the  end  that  he  might  preferve  the  waters  for  his  drinking,  hi 
their  natural  fielhnefs  and  purity.  Nor  was  it  difficult  thus  to  fecure  them,  they  rifing 
under  grom^d,  and  having  no  avenue  to  them  but  a  little  hole  like  to  the  mouth  of  a 
narrow  well.  Through  this  hole  you  defcend  direftly  down,  but  not  without  fome 
difficulty,  for  about  four  yai'ds ;  and  then  arrive  in  a  vaulted  room,  fifteen  paces  long, 
and  eight  broad.  Joining  to  this,  is  another  room  of  the  fame,  fafliion,  but  fomewhat 
lefs.  Both  thefe  rooms  are  covered  with  handfomc  ftone  arches,  very  ancient,  anil 
peihaps  the  work  of  Solomon  himfelf. 

You  find  here  four  places  at  which  the  water  rifes :  from  thofe  feparate  fources  it  is 
conveved  by  lit;le  rivulets,  into  aldnd  of  bafin,  and  from  thence  is  carried  by  a  large 
fubterrancous  paflage  down  into  the  pools.  In  the  way,  before  it  arrives  at  the  pools, 
there  is  an  aqueducl:  of  brick  pipes,  which  receives  part  of  the  ftream,  and  carries  it"  by 
many  turnings  and  windings,  about  the  mountains,  to  Jerufalem. 

Below  the  pools  here  runs  down  a  narrow  rocky  valley,  enclofed  on  both  fides  with 
high  mountains.  This,  the  friars  will  have  to  be  the  enclofed  garden,  alluded  to  in  the 
I'ame  place  of  the  Canticles  before  cited.  '  A  garden  enclofed  is  my  fiftcr,  my  fpoufe  ; 
afprir.g  (hut  up,  a  fountain  fealed.'  What  truth  there  may  be  in  this  conjecture,  I 
cannot  abfolutely  pronounce.  As  to  the  pools,  it  is  probable  enough,  they  may  be 
the  fame  with  Solomon's;  there  not  being  the  like  ftore  of  excellent  fpring-water  to 
be  met  with  any  where  elfe,  throughout  all  Paleftine.  But  for  the  gardens  one  may 
fafely  affirm,  that  if  Solomon  made  them,  in  the  rocky  ground  which  is  now  affigned 
for  them,  he  demondrated  greater  power  and  wealth  in  finilhing  his  defign,  than  he 
did  wifJom  in  choofing  the  place  for  it. 

Frrm  thefe  memorials  of  S*  lomcn,  we  returned  towards  Bethlehem  again,  in  order 
to  vifit  fome  places  nearer  hon;e.  The  places  we  faw  were  the  field  where  it  is  faid 
the  fhcpherds  were  watching  their  flocks,  when  they  received  the  glad  tidings  of  the 
birth  of  Chrift  ;  and  not  far  fn  n  the  field,  the  village  where  they  dwelt;  and  a 
little  on  the  right  iiand  of  the  village,  an  old  dcfolate  nunnery  built  by  St.  Paula,  and 
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made  the  more  memorable  by  her  dying  in  it.  Thefe  places  are  all  within  about  half  a 
mile  of  the  convent,  eafhvard  ;  and  with  thefe  we  finifhed  this  morning's  work. 

Having  feen  what  is  ufually  vifited  on  the  fouth  and  eait  of  Bethlehem,  we 
walked  out  after  dinner  to  the  weftward,  to  fee  what  was  remarkable  on  that  fide.  The 
firft  place  we  were  guided  to  was  the  Well  of  David,  fo  called,  becaufe  held  to  be  the 
fame  that  David  fo  paflionately  thirfted  after,  2  Sam.  it^.  15.  It  is  a  well  (or  rather  a 
ciftern)  fupplied  only  with  rain,  without  any  natural  excellency  in  its  waters  to  make  them 
defirable  ;  but  it  feems  David's  fpirit  had  a  farther  aim. 

About  two  furlongs  beyond  this  well,  are  to  be  feen  fome  remains  of  an  old  aqueduct, 
which  anciently  conveyed  the  waters  from  Solomon's  pools  to  Jerufalem.  This  is  faid 
to  be  the  genuine  work  of  Solomon  ;  and  may  well  be  allowed  to  be  in  reality,  what 
it  is  pretended  for.     It  is  carried  all  along  upon  the  furface  of  the  ground,  and  is  com- 

pofed  of  ftones feet  fquare,  and thick,  perforated  with  a  cavity  of inches 

diameter,  to  make  the  channel.  Thefe  ftones  are  let  into  each  other  with  a  fillet  framed 
round  about  the  cavity  to  prevent  leakage ;  and  united  to  each  other  with  fo  firm  a 
cement,  that  that  they  will  fometimes  fooner  break  (though  a  kind  of  coarfe  marble) 
than  endure  a  feparation.  This  train  of  ftones  was  covered,  for  its  greater  fccurity, 
with  a  cafe  of  fmaller  ftones,  laid  over  it  in  a  very  ftrong  mortar,  'i'he  whole  work 
feems  to  be  endued  with  fuch  abfolute  firmnefs,  as  if  it  had  been  defigned  for  eternity. 
But  the  Turks  have  demonftrated  in  this  inftance,  that  nothing  can  be  fo  well  wrought, 
but  they  are  able  to  deftroy  it.  For  of  this  ftrong  aqueduft,  which  was  carried 
formerly  five  or  fix  leagues,  with  fo  vaft  expence  and  labour,  you  fee  now  only  here  and 
there  a  fragment  remaining. 

Returning  from  this  place,  we  went  to  fee  the  Greek  and  Armenian  convents  ;  which 
are  contiguous  to  that  of  the  Latins,  and  have  each  their  feveral  doors  opening  into 
the  chapel  of  the  Holy  Manger.  The  next  place  we  went  to  fee  was  the  grot  of  the 
bleifed  Virgin.  It  is  within  thirty  or  forty  yards  of  the  convent ;  and  is  reverenced 
upon  the  account  of  a  tradition,  that  the  blefled  Virgin  here  hid  hcrfelf  and  her  divine 
Babe  from  the  fury  of  Herod,  for  fome  time  before  their  departure  into  Egypt.  Tlie 
grot  is  hollowed  into  a  chalky  rock  ;  but  this  whitenefs  they  will  have  to  be  not  na- 
tural, but  to  have  been  occafioned  by  fome  miraculous  drops  of  the  blelTed  Virgin's 
milk,  which  fell  from  her  breaft  v/hile  fhe  was  fiickling  the  Holy  Infant.  And  fo  much 
are  they  poffefled  with  this  opinion,  that  they  believe  the  chalk  of  this  grotto  has  a 
miraculous  virtue  for  encreniing  women's  milk.  And  I  was  alliu'ed  frc^n  many  hands, 
that  it  is  very  frequently  taken  by  the  women  hereabouts,  as  well  Turks  and  Arabs, 
as  Ghriftians,  for  that  purpofe,  and  that  widi  very  good  efted  ;  which  perhaps  may 
be  true  enough,  it  being  well  known  how  much  fancy  is  wont  to  do  in  things  of  this 
nature. 

Friday,  April  2. — The  next  morning,  prefenting  the  guardian  with  two  chequeens 
a  piece  tor  his  civilities  to  us,  we  took  our  leaves  of  Bethlehem,  dcfiguing  juft  to  go  vifit 
the  VVildeincls  and  convent  of  St.  John  Baptiit,  and  fo  return  to  Jerufalem. 

In  this  ftage  we  firft  croifed  part  of  that  famous  valley,  in  which  it  is  faid  that  the 
Angel  in  one  night  did  fuch  prodigious  execution,  in  the  army  of  Sennacherii>.  Having 
travelled  about  half  an  liour,  wo  came  to  a  village  called  Bootelhellah  ;  concerning 
which  they  relate  this  remarkable  property,  that  no  Turk  can  live  in  it  above  two  years. 
By  virtue  of  this  report,  whether  true  or  falfe,  the  Chrillians  keep  the  vnilage  to  them- 
felves  without  molellation  ;  no  Turk  being  willing  to  Ihdie  his  life  in  experimenting 
the  truth  of  it.  In  Ibmewliat  lefs  than  an  hour  more  we  came  to  the  fountain, 
where  thoy  told  us,  but  falfclv,  that  Philip  baptized  the  iEiliiopian  eunuch.     The 
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paflage  liore  Is  fo  rocky  and  uneven,  that  pilgrims  findino;  'low  difficult  the  road  is  (ot 
a  fingle  ho'-feman,  are  ready  to  think  it  impoiiible  that  a  j.iariot  (fuch  as  the  eunuv.h 
rode  in,  A  ■  8.  28)  fliould  ever  have  been  able  to  g"  uiis  way.  But  it  muft  not  be 
judged  wha  he  road  was  in  ancient  times,  by  what  the  negligence  of  the  Turks  has 
HOW  reduce  't  to;  for  1  obferved  not  far  from  ihe  fountain,  a  place  where  the  rock 
had  been  ci.  way  in  old  lime,  in  order  to  lay  open  a  good  road  ;  by  which  it  may  be 
fuppofed  that  the  fame  care  was  ufed  all  alon^  this  palfage,  though  now  time  and 
negligence  have  obliterated  both  the  fruit  and  almod  the  figns  of  fuch  labour. 

A  little  bevond  this  fountain,  we  came  to  t!i?t  which  they  call  the  village  ot  St.  Philip; 
at  which  afcending  a  very  lleep  hill,  we  arr  ved  it  the  Wildernefs  of  St.  John  ;  a  wilder- 
nefs  it  is  called,  as  being  very  rocky  and  mountainous  ;  but  is  well  cultivated,  and 
produces  plenty  cf  corn,  vines,  and  olive  trees.  After  a  good  hour's  travel  in  this 
wildernefs,  we  c;-  ne  to  the  cave  and  fountain,  where,  as  they  fay,  the  Baptilt  exercifed 
thofe  fevere  aull  -ities  related  of  him.  Matt.  3.  4.  Near  this  cell  there  ftill  grow  fome 
old  locuft  trees,  .he  monuments  of  the  ignorance  of  the  middle  times.  Thefe  the 
friars  aver  to  be  the  very  fame  that  yielded  fultenance  to  the  Baptift ;  and  the  pcpifli 
pilgrims, who  dare  not  be  wifer  than  fuch  blind  guides,  gather  the  fruit  of  them,  and  carry 
it  away  with  great  devotion. 

Having  done  with  this  place,  we  directed  our  courfe  toward  the  convent  of  St.  John, 
which  is  about  a  1  ^jue  diftant  eaftward.  In  our  way  we  pafied  along  oue  fide  of 
the  valley  of  Elah,  nhere  David  flew  the  giant,  that  defier  of  the  army  of  Ifrael, 
1  Sam.  17.  We  h  :  likewife  in  fight  Modon,  a  village  on  the  top  of  a  high  hill,  the 
burying  place  of  thoi    '  eroical  defenders  of  their  country,  the  Maccabees. 

Being  come  near  th>  convent,  we  were  led  a  little  out  of  the  way,  to  vifit  a  place  which 
they  call  the  houfe  f)f  Elizabeth,  the  mother  of  the  Baptift.  This  was  formerly  a  convent 
alfo  ;  but  it  is  now  a  heap  of  riiins,  and  the  only  remarkable  place  left  in  it  is  a  grotto, 
in  which  (you  are  told;  it  was  that  the  blefTed  Virgin  fainted  EHzabeth,  and  pronounced 
her  divine  Magnificat,  Luke  i .  46. 

The  prefent  convent  of  St.  John,  which  is  now  inhabited,  (lands  at  about  three  fur- 
longs diftant  from  this  houfe  of  Elizabeth  ;  and  is  fuppofed  to  be  built  at  the  place 
where  St.  John  was  born.  If  you  chance  to  afk  how  it  came  to  pafs,  that  Elizabeth  lived 
in  one  houfe,  when  fiiewasbig  with  the  Baptift,  and  in  another  when  flie  brought  him 
forth  ?  the  anfwer  you  are  like  to  receive  is,  that  the  former  was  her  country,  the 
latter  her  city,  habitation;  and  that  ir  is  no  wonder  for  a  wife  of  one  of  the  priefts  of 
better  rank  (fuch  as  ftie  was,  Luke  i.  6.)  to  be  provided  with  fuch  variety. 

The  convent  of  St.  John  has  been,  within  thefe  four  years,  rebuilt  from  the  ground. 
It  is  at  prefent  a  large  fquare  building,  uniform  and  neat  all  over  ;  but  that  which  is 
moft  eminently  beautiful  in  it,  is  iis  church.  It  confifts  of  three  aifles,  and  has  in  the 
middle  a  handfome  cupola,  under  which  is  a  pavement  of  Mofaic,  equal  to,  if  not  ex- 
ceeding the  fineft  works  of  the  ancients  in  that  kind.  At  the  upper  end  of  the  north 
aifle,  you  go  down  feven  marble  fteps^  to  a  vjry  fplendid  altar,  creeled  over  the  very 
place  where  they  fay  the  holy  Baptift  was  born.  Here  are  artificers  ftill  employed,  in 
adding  further  beauty  and  ornament  to  this  convent ;  and  yet  it  has  been  fo  expenfive 
a  work  already,  that  the  friars  themfelves  give  out,  there  is  not  a  demo  laid  in  it  but  has 
•coft  them  a  dollar  ;  which  confidering  the  large  fums  exafled  by  the  Turks  for  licence 
to  begin  fabrics  of  this  nature,  and  alio  their  perpetual  extortion  and  avarrias  after- 
wards, befides  the  neceffary  charge  of  building,  may  be  allowed  to  pafs  for  no  extra- 
vagant hyperbole. 

ReturninfT 


BT   HENRY    MAUNDRELL.  ^5^ 

Returning  from  St.  John's  toward  Jerufalem,  we  came  in  about  three  quarters  of  an 
hour  to  a  convent  of  the  Greeks,  taking  its  name  from  the  holy  crofs.  This  convent  is 
very  neat  in  its  ftrufture,  and  in  its  fituation  delightful.  But  that  which  moft  defervcs 
to  be  noted  in  it,  is  the  reafon  of  its  name  and  foundation.  It  is  becaufe  here  is  the 
earth,  that  nourifhcJ  the  root,  that  bore  the  tree,  that  yielded  the  timber  that  made  the 
crofs.  Under  the  high  altar  you  are  fliewn  a  hole  in  the  ground,  where  the  (lump  of 
the  tree  flood,  and  it  meets  -with  not  a  few  vifitants  fo  much  veryer  (locks  than  itfelf, 
as  to  fall  down  and  worfhip  it.  This  convent  is  not  above  half  an  hour  from  Jeru- 
falem ;  to  which  place  we  returned  this  evening,  being  the  fifth  day  fmce  our 
departure  thence. 

After  our  return,  we  were  invited  into  the  convent,  to  have  our  feet  walhed  ;  a  cere- 
mony performed  to  each  pilgrim  by  the  father  guardian  himfelf.  The  whole  fociety 
flands  round,  fmging  fome  Latin  hymns,  all  the  while  the  father  guardian  is  doing  his 
office ;  and  when  he  has  done,  every  friar  comes  in  order,  and  kilTes  the  feet  of  the 
pilgrim.  All  this  was  performed  with  great  order  aiid  folemnity  •,  and  if  it  ferved  either 
to  tedify  a  fincere  humility  and  charity  in  them,  or  to  improve  thofe  excellent  graces  in 
others,  it  might  pafs  for  no  unufeful  ceremony. 

Saturday,  April  3. — We  went  about  mid-day  to  fee  the  funftion  of  the  holy  fire. 
This  is  a  ceremony  kept  up  by  the  Greeks  and  Armenians,  upon  a  perfuafion  that  c\ery 
Eader  eve  there  is  a  miraculous  flame  defcends  from  heaven  into  the  Holy  Sepulchre, 
and  kindles  all  the  lamps  and  candles  there,  as  the  facrifice  was  burnt  at  the  prayers  of 
Elijah,  I  Kings,  i8. 

Coming  to  the  church  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre,  we  found  it  crowded  with  a  numerous 
and  diftrafted  mob,  making  a  hideous  clamour  very  unfit  for  that  facred  place,  and 
better  becoming  bacchanals  than  chriRians.  Getting  with  fome  (Iruggle  through 
this  crowd,  we  went  up  into  the  gallery  on  that  fide  of  the  church  next  the  Latin 
convent,  whence  we  could  difcern  all  that  palfed  in  this  religious  frenzy. 

They  began  their  diforders  by  running  round  the  Holy  Sepulchre  with  all  their 
might  and  fwiftnefs,  crying  out  as  they  went,  Huia !  which  fignifies,  '  This  is  he,  or 
this  is  it ;'  an  expre(non  by  which  they  affert  the  verity  of  the  chridian  religion.  Alter 
they  had  by  thefe  vertiginous  circulations  and  clamours  turned  their  heads,  and  in- 
flamed their  madnefs,  they  began  to  aft  the  moft  antic  tricks  and  poftures,  in  a  thoufand 
fhapes  of  diftraftion.  Sometimes  they  dragged  one  another  along  the  floor  all  round 
the  fepulchre  ;  fometimes  they  fet  one  man  upright  on  another's  fliouldcrs,  and  in 
this  podure  marched  round  ;  fometimes  they  took  men  with  their  heels  upward,  and 
hurried  them  about  in  fuch  an  indecent  manner,  as  to  cxpol'e  their  nudities  ;  fometimes 
they  tumbled  round  the  fepulchre,  after  the  manner  of  tumblers  on  the  ftage.  In  a 
word,  nothing  can  be  imagined  more  rude  or  extravagant,  than  what  was  aded  upon 
this  occafion. 

In  this  tumultuous  frantic  humour  they  continued  from  twelve  till  four  of  the  clock  : 
the  reafon  of  which  delay  was,  becaufe  of  a  luit  that  was  then  in  debate  before  the 
cadi,  betwixt  the  Greeks  and  Armenians;  the  former  endeavouring  to  exclude  the 
latter  from  having  any  (hare  in  this  miracle.  Both  parties  having  expended  t^as  1  was 
informed)  five  thoufand  dollars  between  them,  in  this  foolilh  controvL-rfy  ;  the  cadi  at 
lad  gave  fentence,  that  they  (hould  enter  the  Holy  Sepulchre  together,  as  had  been  ufual 
at  former  times.  Sentence  being  thus  given,  at  (our  of  the  clock  both  nations  went  on 
with  their  ceremony.  The  Greeks  firlt  fet  out,  in  a  proceflion  round  the  Holy  Se- 
pulchre, and  immediately  at  their  heels  followed  the  Armenians.     In  this  order  they 
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compaiTed  the  Holy  Sepulchre  thrice,  having  produced  all  their  gallantry  of  flandards, 
fl.re;uiiers,  crucifixes,  and  embroidered  habits  upon  this  occafion. 

Toward  the  end  of  this  proc(.-(rion,  there  was  a  pigeon  came  fluttering  into  the  cupola 
over  the  Sepulchre  ;  at  fight  of  which,  there  was  a  greater  fliout  and  clamour  than  be- 
fore. This  bird,  the  Latins  told  us,  was  purpofely  let  fly  by  the  Greeks,  to  deceive  the 
people  into  an  opinion  that  it  was  a  vifible  defcent  of  the  Holy  GhofI:. 

The  procellion  being  over,  the  fufiragan  of  the  Greek  patriarch  (he  being  himfelf  ar 
Conftimtinople),  and  the  principal  Armenian  bifhop  approached  to  the  door  of  the 
fepulchre,  and  cutting  the  firing  with  which  it  was  faltened  and  fealed,  entered  m, 
fliuttlng  the  door  after  them ;  all  the  candles  and  lamps  within  having  been  before 
extinguiflied,  in  the  prefence  of  the  Turks  and  other  witnefles.  The  exclamations  were 
doubled,  as  the  miracle  drew  nearer  its  accomplifliment ;  and  the  people  prefled  with 
fuch  vehemence  towards  the  door  of  the  fepulchre,  that  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  the 
Turks  fet  to  guard  it,  with  the  fevered  drubs  to  keep  them  ofl^".  The  caufe  of  their 
preffing  in  this  manner,  is  the  great  defire  they  have  to  Ught  their  candles  at  the  holy 
flame,  as  foon  as  it  is  firft  brought  out  of  the  fepulchre ;  it  being  eileemed  the  moifc 
facred  and  pure,  as  coming  immediately  from  heaven. 

The  two  miracle-mongers  had  not  been  above  a  minute  in  the  holy  fepulchre,  when 
the  ghmmering  of  the  holy  fire  was  feen,  or  imagined  to  appear,  through  fome  chinks 
of  the  door;  and  certainly  Bedlam  itfelf  never  faw  fuch  an  unruly  tranfport  as  was 
produced  in  the  mob  at  this  fight. 

Immediately  after,  out  camie  the  two  priefts  with  blazing  torches  in  their  hands,  which 
they  held  up  at  the  door  of  die  fepulchre,  while  the  people  thronged  about  with  inex- 
preihble  ardour ;  every  one  ftriving  to  obtain  a  part  ot  the  firlt  and  pureil  llaine.  1  he 
Turks,  in  the  mean  dme,  with  huge  clubs,  laid  them  on  without  mercy  ;  but  all  this  could 
not  repel  them,  the  excefs  of  their  tranfport  making  them  infenfible  of  pain.  Thofe 
that  got  the  fire  applied  it  immediately  to  their  beards,  faces,  and  bofoms,  pretending 
that  it  would  not  burn  like  an  earthly  flame ;  but  I  plainly  faw,  none  of  them  could 
endure  this  experiment  long  enough  to  make  good  that  pretenfion. 

So  many  hands  being  employed,  you  may  be  fure  it  could  not  be  long  before  innu- 
merable tapers  were  hghted.  The  whole  church,  galleries,  and  every  place  feemed  in- 
ftantly  to  be  in  a  flame  :  and  with  this  illumination  the  ceremony  ended. 

It  mufl;  be  owned,  that  thofe  two  within  the  fepulchre  performed  their  part  with  great 
quicknefs  and  dexterity ;  but  the  behaviour  of  the  rabble  without,  very  much  difcredited 
the  miracle.  The  Latins  take  a  great  deal  of  pains  to  cxpofe  this  ceremony,  as  a  moft 
fhameful  impofl;ure,  and  a  fcandal  to  the  Chrifiian  religion  ;  perhaps  out  of  envy,  that 
others  fliould  be  mafters  of  fo  gainful  a  bufinefs ;  but  the  Greeks  and  Armenians  pin 
their  faith  upon  it,  and  make  their  pilgrimages  chiefly  upon  this  motive  ;  and  it  is  the 
deplorable  unhappincfs  of  their  priefts,  that  having  acted  the  cheat  fo  long  al- 
ready, they  are  forced  now  to  ftand  to  it,  for  fear  of  endangering  the  apoftacy  of 
their  people. 

Going  out  of  the  church,  after  the  rout  was  over,  we  faw  feveral  people  gathered 
about  the  ftone  ol  undion,  who,  having  got  a  good  ftore  of  candles  lighted  with  the  holy 
fire,  were  employed  in  daubing  pieces  of  linen  with  the  wicks  of  them  and  the  melting 
wax  •,  which  pieces  of  linen  were  defigned  for  winding-flieets ;  and  it  is  the 
opinion  of  thefe  poor  people,  that  if  they  can  but  have  the  happinefs  to  be  buried 
in  a  fhroud  fmutted  with  this  celelUal  fire,  it  will  certainly  fecure  them  from  the  flames 
of  hell. 

1  Sunday, 
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Sunday,  April  4. — This  day  being  our  Eafter,  we  did  not  go  abroad  to  vifit  any  places, 
the  time  requiring  an  employment  of  another  nature. 

Monday,  April  5. — This  morning  we  went  to  fee  fome  more  of  the  curiofities  which 
had  been  yet  u^^vifited  by  us.     The  firft  place  we  came  to  was  that  which  they  call  St. 
Peter's  prifon,  from  which  he  was  delivered  by  the  Angel,  Acts  12.     It  is  clofe  by  the 
church  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre,  and  ftill  fcrves  for  its  primitive  ufe.     About  the  fpace  of 
a  furlong  from  thence,  we  came  to  an  old  church,  held  to  have  been  built  by  Helena, 
in  tlie  place  where  flood  the  houfe  of  Zebedee.     This  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Greeks,  who 
tell  you,  that  Zebedee  being  a  fiflierman,  was  wont  to  bring  filh  from  Jopna  hither,  and 
to  vend  it  at  this  place.     Not  far  from  hence  we  came  to  the  place  wliere,  they  fay, 
flood  anciently  the  iron  gate,  which  opened  to  Peter  of  its  own  accord.     A  few  fteps 
farther,  is  the  fmall  church  built  over  the  houfe  of  Mark,  to  which  the  Apoft le  direfted 
his  courfe,  after  his  miraculous  gaol-delivery.     The  Syrians  (who  have  this  place  in 
their  cultody)  pretend  to  fliew  you  the  very  window  at  which  Rhoda  looked  out^  while 
Peter  knocked  at  the  door.     In  the  church  ihey  fhew  a  Syriac  m:uiufcript  of  the  New 
Teftament  in  folio,  pretended  to  be  eight  hundred  and  fifty-two  years  old  ;  and  a  little 
ftone  font,  ufcd  by  the  Apoftles  thcmfelves  in  baptizing.     About  one  hundred  and  fifty 
paces  ftrther  in  the  fame  llreet,  is  that  which  they  call  the  houfe  of  St.  Thomas,  con- 
verted formerly  into  a  church,  but  now  a  mofque.     Not  many  paces  farther  is  another 
flreet  crofling  the  former,  which  leads  you  on  the  right  hand  to  the  place  where  they  fay 
our  Lord  appeared,  after  his  refurrection,  to  the  three  Marys,  Matth.  28.  g.     Three 
Marys,  the  friars  tell  you,  though  in  that  place  of  St.  Matthew  mention  is  made  but  of 
two.     The  fame  flreet  carries  you  on  the  left  hand  to  the  Armenian  convent.     The 
Armenians  have  here  a  very  large  and  delightful  fpace  of  ground  ;  their  convent  and 
gardens  taking  up  all  that  part  of  Mount  Sion  which  is  within  the  walls  of  the  city. 
Their  church  is  built  over  the  place  where,  they  fay,  St.  James,  the  brother  of  John,  was 
beheaded,  Ads  12.  2.     In  a  fmali  chapel  on  the  north-fide  of  the  church,  is  fliewn 
the  very  phce  of  his  decollation.     In  this  church  are  two  altars  fet  out  with  extraordi- 
nary fplendour,  being  decked  with  rich  mitres,  embroidered  copes,  crolfes  both  filver 
and  gold,  crowns,  chalices,  and  other  church  utenfils  without  number.     la  the  middle 
of  the  church  is  a  pulpit  made  of  tortoife-lhell  and  mother  of  pearl,  with  a  beautiful 
canopy  or  cupola  over  it,  of  the  fame  fabric.     The  tortoife-fhell  and  mother  of  pearl 
arefo  cxquifitely  mingled  and  inlaid  in  each  other,  that  the  work  far  exceeds  the  mate- 
rials.    In  a  kind  of  anti-chapel  to  this  church,  there  are  laid  up  on  one  fide  of  an  altar, 
three  large  rough  ftones,  efleemed  very  precious  ;  as  being,  one  of  them,  the  flone  upon 
which  Mofes  catt  the  two  tables,  when  he  broke  them,  in  indignation  at  the  idolatry  of 
the  Ifraelites  ;  the  other  two  being  brought,  one  from  the  place  of  our  Lord's  baptifm, 
the  other  from  that  of  his  transfiguration. 

Leaving  this  convent,  we  went  a  little  farther  to  another  fmall  church,  which  was 
likewiie  in  the  hands  of  the  Armenians.  This  is  fuppofed  to  be  founded  in  the  place 
where  Annas's  houfe  ftood.  Within  the  church,  not  far  from  the  door,  is  ihewn  a  hole 
in  the  wall,  ilcnoting  the  place  where  one  of  the  officers  of  the  high  priefl  finolc  our 
bleiled  Saviour,  John  18.  22.  The  officer,  by  whofe  impious  hand  that  bullet  was 
given,  the  friars  will  have  to  be  the  fame  Malchus  whofe  ear  our  Lord  had  healed.  In 
the  court  before  this  chapel  is  an  olive  tree,  of  which  it  is  reported,  that  Chrifl  was 
chained  to  it  for  fome  time  by  order  of  Annas,  to  fecure  him  from  cfcaping. 

From  the  houfe  of  Annas  we  were  conducted  out  of  Sion  gate,  which  is  near  adjoin- 
ing to  that  which  they  call  ihe  houfe  of  C'ajaphas,  where  is  another  fmall  chapel 
belonging  alfoto  the  Armenians.     Here,  under  the  altar,  they  tell  us  is  depofited  that 
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very  ftone  which  was  laid  to  fecure  the  door  of  our  Saviour's  fepulchre,  Mat,  27.  6o» 
It  was  a  long  time  kept  in  the  church  of  the  Sepulchre  ;  but  the  Armenians,  not  many 
years  fmce,  flole  it  from  thence  by  a  flratagem,  and  conveyed  it  to  this  place.  The 
llone  is  two  yards  and  a  quarter  long,  high  one  yard,  and  broad  as  much.  It  is  plaif- 
tered  all  over,  except  in  five  or  fix  little  places,  where  it  is  left  bare  to  receive  the 
immediate  kilfes  and  other  devotions  of  pilgrims.  Here  is  likewife  (hewn  a  little  cell 
faid  to  have  been  our  Lord's  prifon,  until  the  morning  when  he  was  carried 
from  hence  before  Pilate ;  and  alfo  the  place  where  Peter  was  frighted  into  a  denial 
of  his  mafler. 

A  little  farther  without  the  gate  is  the  church  of  the  Crenaculum,  where  they  fay 
Chrift  inftituted  his  lad  fupper.  It  is  now  a  mofque,  and  not  to  be  feen  by  Chrillians. 
Near  this  is  a  well,  which  is  faid  to  mark  out  the  place  at  v.  hich  the  Apoillcs  divided 
from  each  other,  in  order  to  go  every  man  to  his  feveral  charge  ;  and  clofe  by  the  well 
are  the  ruins  of  a  houfe  in  which  the  blelVcd  Virgin  is  fuppofed  to  have  breathed  her  laft. 
Going  eaflward,  a  little  way  down  the  hill,  we  were  fliewn  the  place  where  a  Jew 
arrefted  the  corpfe  of  the  Bleifed  Virgin,  as  fhe  was  carried  to  her  interment ;  for  which 
Impious  prefumption,  he  had  his  hand  withered  wherewith  he  had  feized  the  bier. 
About  as  much  lower  In  the  middle  of  the  hill,  they  lliew  you  the  grot  in  which 
St.  Peter  wept  fo  bitterly  for  his  Inconflancy  to  his  Lord. 

We  extended  our  circuit  no  farther  at  this  time  ;  but  entered  the  city  again  at  Slon 
gate.  Turning  down  as  foon  as  we  had  entered,  on  the  right  hand,  and  going  about 
two  furlongs  clofe  by  the  city  wall,  we  were  had  into  a  garden  lying  at  the  foot  of 
Mount  Morlah,  on  the  fouth  lide.  Here  we  were  fhewn  feveral  large  vaults,  annexed 
to  the  mountain  on  this  fide,  and  running  at  leafl  fifty  yards  under  ground.  They  were 
built  In  two  aifles,  arched  at  top  with  huge  firm  ftone,  and  fuftained  with  tall  pillars 
confining  each  of  one  fingle  flone,  and  two  yards  in  diameter.  This  might,  poflibly, 
be  fome  under-ground  work  made  to  enlarge  the  area  of  the  Temple ;  for  Jofephus 
feems  to  defcrlbe  fome  fuch  work  as  this,  erefted  over  the  valley  on  this  fide  of  the 
Temple,  Ant.  Jud.  lib.  15.  cap.  ult. 

From  thefe  vaults,  we  returned  toward  the  convent.  In  our  way  we  paffed  through 
the  Turklfh  bazars,  and  took  a  view  of  the  beautiful  gate  of  the  Temple ;  but  we  could 
but  juft  view  it  In  paffing,  it  not  being  fafe  to  flay  here  long,  by  reafon  of  the  fuper- 
ftition  of  the  Turks. 

Tuefday,  April  6. — The  next  morning  we  took  another  progrefs  about  the  city.  We 
made  our  exit  at  Bethlehem  gate,  and  turning  down  on  the  left  hand  under  the  caftle 
of  the  PIfans,  came.  In  about  a  furlong  and  a  half,  to  that  which  they  call  Bathlheba's 
pool.  It  lies  at  the  bottom  of  Mount  Slon,  and  is  fuppofed  to  be  the  fame  in  which 
Bathlheba  was  wafhing  herfelf,  when  David  fpied  her  from  the  terrace  of  his  palace. 
But  others  refer  this  accident  to  another  leffer  pool  in  a  garden,  juft  within  Bethlehem 
gate  ;  and,  perhaps,  both  opinions  are  equally  in  the  right. 

A  little  below  this  pool,  begins  the  valley  of  Hinnom  ;  on  the  weft  fide  of  which  is 
the  place  called  anciently  the  Potters  Field,  and  afterwards  the  Field  of  Blood,  from  its 
being  purchafed  with  the  pieces  of  filver  which  were  the  price  of  the  blood  of  Chrift  ;  ■ 
but  at  prefent,  from  that  veneration  which  It  has  obtained  amongft  Chriftlans,  It  is 
called  Campo  Sancto.  It  is  a  fmall  plat  of  ground,  not  above  thirty  yards  long,  and 
about  half  as  much  broad.  One  moiety  of  it  is  taken  up  by  a  fquare  fabric  twelve 
yards  high,  built  for  a  charnel  houfe.  The  corpfes  are  let  down  Into  it  from  the  top, 
there  being  five  holes  left  open  for  that  purpofe.  Looking  down  through  thefe  holes 
we  could  fee  many  bodies  under  feveral   degrees  of  decay  j  from  which  it  may  be 
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eonjeclurecl,  that  this  grave  does  not  make  that  quick  difpatch  with  the  corpfes  com- 
mitted to  it,  which  is  commonly  reported.  The  Armenians  have  the  command  of  this 
burying  place,  for  which  they  pay  the  Turks  a  rent  of  one  zcquiii  a  day.  The  earth  is 
of  a  chalky  fubftance  hereabouts. 

A  little  below  the  Campo  Sanfto,  is  fliewn  an  intricate  cave  or  fepulchre,  confiding 
of  feveral  rooms  one  within  another,  in  which  the  Apollles  are  faid  to  have  hid  them-- 
felves,  when  they  forfook  their  Mai1:er,  and  fled.     The  entrance  of  the  cave  difcovers 
figns  of  its  having  been  adorned  with  painting  in  ancient  times. 

A  little  farther  the  valley  of  Hinnom  terminates  that  of  Jehofaphat  running  crofs  the 
mouth  of  it.     Along  the  bottom  of  this  latter  valley  runs  the  brook  Cedron ;  a  brook  In 
winter-time,  but  without  the  leafl:  drop  of  water  in  it  all  the  time  we  were  at  Jerufalem. 
In  the  valley  of  Jehofaphat,  the  firft  thing  you  are  carried  to  is  the  well  o{  Nehe- 
miah;  fo  called,  becaufe  reputed  to  be  the  fame  place  from  which  that  reftorer  of 
Ifidel  recovered  the  fire  of  the  altar,  after  the  Babylonifh  captivity,  2  Mace.  1.  19.     A 
little  higher  in  the  valley,  on  the  left  hand,  you  come  to  a  tree,  fuppofed  to  mark  out 
the  place  where  the  evangelical  prophet  was  fawn  afunder.     About  one  hundred  paces 
higher,  on  the  fame  fide,  is  the  pool  of  Siloam.     It  was  anciently  dignified  v/ith  a  church 
built  over  it :  but  when  we  were  there,  a  tanner  made  no  fcruple  to  drels  his  hides  in  it. . 
Going  about  a  furlong  farther  on  the  fame  fide,  you  come  to  the  fountain  of  the  blefied 
Virgin,  fo  called  becaufe  flie  was  wont  (as  is  reported)  to  refort  hither  for  watei'  ^  but 
at  what  time,  and  upon  what  oecafions,  it  is  not  yet  agreed.     Over  againit  this  fountain, 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  valley,  is  a  village  called  Siloe,  in  which  Solomon  is  faid  to  have. 
kept  his  flrange  wives  ;  and  above  the  village  is  a  hill  called  the  Mountiin  of  Offence, 
becaufe  there  Solomon  built  the  high  places  mentioned,  i  Kings,  1 1.7,  his  wives  having 
perverted  his  wife  heart  to  follow  their  idolatrous  abominations  in  his  declining  years.. 
On  the  fame  fide,  and  not  far  dillant  from  Siloe,  they  Ihew  another  Aceldama,  or 
Field  of  Blood  ;  fo  called,  becaufe  there  it  was  that  Judas,  by   the  jufl  judgment  of 
God,  met  with  his  compounded  deatli,.  Mat. 27.  5.  Ads  i.  18,  19.     A  httle  farther  on 
the  fame  fide  of  the  valley,  they  Ihewed  us  feveral  Jewilli  monuments.     Amongft  the 
reft  there  are  two  noble  antiquities,  which  they  call  the  Sepulchre  of  Zachary,  and  the 
Pillar  of  Abfolom.     Clofeby  the  latter,  is.the  Sepulchre  of  Jehofaphat,  from  which  the 
whole  valley  takes  its  name. 

Upon  the  edge  of  the  hill,  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  valley,  there  runs  along  in  a. 
dired  line,  the  wall  of  the  city.  Near  the  corner  of  which,  there  is  a  fliort  end  of  a. 
pillar,  jetting  out  of  the  wall.  Upon  this  pillar  the  Turks  have  a  tradition,  that  Ma- 
homet Ihall  fit  in  judgment  at  the  laft  day  ;  and  that  all  the  world  fliall  be  gathered 
together  in  the  valley  below,  to  receive  their  doom  from  his  mouth.  A  little  farther 
northward  is  the  gate  of  the  Temple.  It  is  at  prefent  walled  up,  becaufe  the  Turks 
here  have  a  prophecy,  that  their  deflruclion  fhall  enter  at  that  gate ;  the  completion  of 
which  predidion  they  endeavour  by  this  means  to  prevent.  Below  this  gate,  in  the 
bottom  of  the  valley,  is  a  broad  hard  ftone,  difcovering  feveral  imprefllons  upon  it, 
which  you  may  fai.ry  to  be  footfteps.  Thcfe  the  friars  tell  you  are  prints  made  by  our 
hlelVed  Saviour's  feet,  when  after  his  apprehenfion  he  was  hurried  violently  away  to  the 
tribunal  of  liisblood-thirlly  perfecutors. 

From  hence,  keeping  lUU  in  the  bottom  of  the  valley,  you  come  in  a  few  paces 
to  a  place,  which  they  call  the  Sepulchre  of  the  blefled  Virgin.  It  has  a  magnificent 
defceni  down  inio  it  of  forty-ieven  Hairs:  on  the  right  hand,  as  you  go  down,  is  the 
Sepulchre  of  St.  Anna,  the  mother  j  and  on  the  left,  that  of  St.  Jofcph,  the  hulband  oi 
the  blefled  Virgin, 
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Having  finifhed  our  vifit  to  this  place,  we  went  up  the  hill  toward  the  city.  In  the 
fide  of  the  afcent,  we  were  fliewn  a  broad  ftone,  on  which  they  fay  St.  Stephen  fuftereJ 
martyrdom ;  and  not  far  from  it  is  a  grot,  into  which  they  tell  you  the  oufra^'^eous 
Jewifh  zealots  cad  his  body,  when  tiiey  had  fatiatcd  their  fury  upon  him.  From  hence 
we  went  immediately  to  St.  Stephen's  gate,  fo  called  from  its  vicinity  to  this  place  of  the 
protomartyr's  fuflering ;  and  fo  returned  to  our  lodging. 

Wednefday,  April  7. — The  next  morning  we  fet  out  again,  in  order  to  fee  the  fanc- 
tuaries,  and  other  vifitable  places  of  Mount  Olivet.  Vve  went  out  at  St,  Stephen's 
gate,  and  eroding  the  valley  of  Jehofaphat,  beg'.iU  immediately  to  alccnd  the  mountains. 
Being  got  about  two  thirds  of  the  way  up,  we  came  to  certain  grottos  cut  with  intricate 
windings  and  caverns  under  ground  :  thefe  are  called  the  Sepulchres  of  the  Prophets. 
A  little' higher  up,  are  twelve  arched  vaults  under  ground,  ftanding  fide  by  fide  .;  tiiefe 
were  built  in  memory  of  the  twelve  Apoftles,  who  are  fuid  to  have  compiled  their  creed 
in  this  place.  Sixty  paces  higher  you  come  to  the  place,  where  they  fay  Chrift  uttered 
his  prophecy  concerning  the  final  deftruction  of  Jerufalem,  Mat. 2.  4.  And  a  Httle  on 
the  right  hand  of  this,  is  the  place  where  they  fay  he  didr.ted  a  fecond  time  the  Pater 
nofler  to  his  difciples,  Luke  11.  1,2..  Somewhat  higher  is  the  cave  of  St.  Pelagia  ;  and 
as  much  more  above  that,  a  pillar,  fignifying  the  place  where  an  angel  gave  the  bk-ffed 
Virgin  three  days  warning  of  her  death.  At  the  top  of  the  hill,  you  come  to  the  place 
of  our  bleflcd  Lord's  afcenfion.  Here  was  anciently  a  large  church,  built  in  honour 
of  that  glorious  triumph  :  but  all  that  now  remains  of  it  is  only  an  oftagonal  cupola, 
about  eight  yards  in  diameter,  {landing,  as  they  fay,  over  the  very  place  where  were 
fet  the  laft  footfteps  of  the  Son  of  God  here  on  earth.  Within  the  cupola  there  is  feen, 
in  a  hard  ftone,  as  they  tell  you,  the  print  of  one  of  his  feet.  Here  was  alfo  tb.at  of  the 
ether  foot  fometime  fince  ;  but  it  has  been  removed  from  hence  by  the  Turks  into  the 
great  mofque  upon  Mount  Moriah.  This  chapel  of  the  afcenfion,  the  Turks  have 
the  cuflody  of,  and  ufe  it  for  a  mofque.  There  are  many  other  holy  places  about 
Jerufalem,  which  the  Turks  pretend  to  have  a  veneration  for,  equally  with  the  Chrif- 
tians  ;  and  under  that  pretence  they  take  them  into  their  own  hands.  But  whether 
they  do  this  out  of  real  devotion,  or  for  lucre's  fake,  and  to  the  end  tliat  they  may 
exaft  money  from  the  Chriflians  for  admiflion  into  them,  I  will  not  determine. 

About  two  furlongs  from  this  place  northward,  in  the  highefh  part  of  Mount  Olivet; 
and  upon  that  was  anciently  erefted  im  high  tower,  in  memory  of  that  apparition  of  the 
two  angels  to  the  Apoftles,  after  our  bleffed  Lord's  afcenfion,  Ad:s  i.  10,  11.  from 
which  the  tower  itfelf  had  the  name  given  it  of  Viri  Galilai !  This  ancient  monument 
remained  till  about  two  years  fince,  when  it  v;as  demoliflied  bv  a  Turk,  wbo  had 
bought  the  field  in  which  it  flood :  but  neverthelefs  you  have  fiill,  from  the  natural 
height  of  the  place,  a  large  profpeft  of  Jerufalem,  and  the  adjacent  country,  and  of 
the  Dead  Sea,  ?cc. 

From  this  place,  we  defcendcd  the  mount  again  by  another  road.  At  about  the 
midway  down,  they  fhew  you  the  place  where  Chrift  beheld  the  city,  and  wept  over  it, 
Luke  19.  41.  Ntrar  the  bottom  of  the  hill  is  a  great  ftone,  upon  which,  you  are  told, 
the  bleffed  Virgin  let  fall  her  girdle  after  her  affumption,  in  order  to  convince  St. 
Thomas,  who,  they  fay,  was  troubled  with  a  fit  of  his  old  incredulity  upon  this  occafion. 
There  is  ftill  to  be  feen  a  fmall  winding  channel  upon  the  ftone,  which  they  will  have  to 
be  theimprefiion  made  by  the  girdle  when  it  fell,  and  to  be  left  for  the  convidfion  of  all 
fuch  as  flvdll  f  ufpeft  the  truth  of  their  ftory  of  the  affumption. 

About  twenty  yards  lower  they  fhew  you  Gethfemane ;  an  even  plat  of  ground,  not 
above  fifty^feven  yards  fquare,  lying  between  the  foot  of  Mount  Olivet  and  the  brook 
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Cedron.  It  is  well  planted  with  olive  trees,  and  thofe  of  fo  old  a  growth,  that  they  are 
believed  to  be  the  lame  that  Hood  here  in  our  bleded  Saviour's  time.  In  virtue  of  which 
perluafion,  the  olives,  and  olive  ftones,  and  oil  which  they  produce,  became  an  ex- 
CLilent  curnmodii-y  in  Sp;un.  But  that  thefe  trees  cannot  be  fo  ancient  as  is  pretended, 
is  evident  from  what  Joiephus  telUfies,  lib.  7.  Bell.  Jud.  cap.  1 5  ;  and  in  other  pl:.ces,  viz. 
that  Titus,  in  his  fiege  of  Jerufalem,  cut  down  ail  the  trees  within  about  one  hundred 
furlongs  of  Jerufalem ;  and  that  the  foldiers  were  forced  to  fetch  wood  fo  far,  for 
makmg  tlieir  niounts,  when  they  aflaulted  the  Temple. 

At  the  upper  corner  of  the  garden  is  a  flat  naked  ledge  of  rock,  reputed  to  be  the 
place  on  which  the  Apoftles,  Peter,  James,  and  John,  fell  afleep  during  the  agony  of 
our  Lord.  And  a  Itw  paces  from  hence  is  a  grotto,  faid  to  be  the  place,  in  which 
Chnlt  underwent  that  bitter  part  of  his  paffion. 

About  eight  paces  from  the  place  where  the  Apoftles  flept,  is  a  fmall  fhred  of  ground, 
twelve  yards  long,  and  one  broad,  fuppofed  to  be  the  very  path  on  which  the  traitor 
Judas  walked  up  to  Chrill,  faying,  '  Hail  mafter,  and  killed  him.'  This  narrow  path  is 
feparated  by  a  wall  out  of  the  midft  of  the  garden,  as  a  terra  damr.ata  ;  a  work  the 
more  remarkable,  as  being  done  by  the  Turks,  who,  as  well  as  Chriflians,  detefl:  the 
veiy  ground  on  which  was  acted  lucii  an  infamous  treachery. 

From  hence  we  croiTed  the  brook  Cedron,  clofe  by  the  reputed  fepulchre  of  the 
bleifed  Virgin  ;  and  ente;  'ng  at  St.  Stephen's  gite,  returned  again  to  the  convent. 

Thurfday,  April  8. — We  went  to  fee  the  palace  of  Pilate,  I  mean  the  place  where 
they  fay  it  ftood,  for  now  an  ordinary  Turkifli  houfe  polTefles  its  room.  It  is  net  far 
from  the  gate  of  St.  Stephen,  and  borders  upon  the  area  of  the  Temple  on  the  north 
fiile.  From  the  terrace  of  this  houfe  you  have  a  hiir  profpecl  ot  all  the  place  where  the 
Temple  ftood  ;  indeed  the  only  good  profpeft  that  is  allowed  you  of  it :  for  there  is 
no  going  within  the  borders  of  it,  without  forfeiting  your  life,  or,  which  is  worfe,  your 
religion.  A  titter  place  for  an  augult  building  could  not  be  found  in  the  whole  world 
than  this  area.  It  lies  upon  the  top  of  Mount  IVIoriali,  over  againft  Mount  Olivet,  the 
valley  of  Jehofaphat  Iving  between  both  mountains.  It  is,  as  far  as  I  could  compute  by 
walking  round  it  without,  live  hundred  and  feventy  of  my  paces  in  length,  and  three 
hundred  and  feventy  in  breadth  ;  and  one  may  ftill  difccrn  marks  of  the  great  labour 
that  it  coft,  to  cut  awav  the  hartl  rock,  and  to  level  fucli  a  fpacious  area  upon  fo  ftrong 
a  mountiu'n.  In  the  midtlle  of  the  area  ftands  at  prefent  a  mofque  of  an  octagonal 
figure,  fuppofed  to  be  built  upon  the  fame  ground,  where  anciently  ftood  the  Sandum 
Sanclorum.  It  is  neither  eminent  for  its  largenefs,  nor  its  ftructure  ;  and  yet  it  makes  a 
very  Itately  figure,  by  the  fole  advantage  of  its  filuation. 

In  this  pretended  houfe  of  Pilate  is  fhewn  the  room  in  which  Chrift  was  mocked  with 
the  enfigns  of  royaltv,  and  bufteted  by  the  foldiers.  At  the  coming  out  of  the  houfe  is 
a  defcent,  where  was  anciently  the  Scala  Sevictn.  On  the  other  fide  of  the  ftreet  (which 
was  anciently  part  of  the  palace  alfo)  is  the  room  where  they  fay  our  Lord  was  fcourged. 
It  was  once  ufcd  for  a  ftable  by  the  fon  of  a  certain  ball'a  of  Jerufalem  :  but  prcfently 
upon  this  profanation,  they  fay,  there  came  fuch  a  mortality  amongft  his  horfes,  as 
forced  him  10  refign  the  place,  by  which  means  it  was  redeemed  from  that  fordid  ufe  ; 
but,  neverthelefs,  when  we  were  there,  it  was  no  better  that  a  weaver's  ftiop.  In  our 
return  from  Klate's  palace,  we  palled  along  the  Dolourous  Way,  in  which  walk  we  were 
fliewn  in  order  :  firlt,  the  place  where  Pilate  brought  our  Lord  fortii  to  prefent  to 
the  people,  with  this  myftick  faying,  '  Behold  the  man'!  fecondly,  where  Chrift  tainted 
thrice,  under  the  weight  of  his  crofs:  thirdly,  where  the  blelVed  Virgin  fwooned  .nway 
at  fo  tragical  a  fpedacle :  fourthly,  where  St.  Veronica  prefcntcd  to  him  the  handkerchief 
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to  wipe  his  bleedinjT  brows:  fifthly,  where  the  foldiers  compelled  Simon,  the  Cyrenian,  to 
bear  his  crofs.     All  which  places  I  need  only  to  name. 

Friday,  April  9. — Wc  went  to  take  a  view  of"  that  which  they  call  the  Pool  of  Be- 
thefda.  It  is  one  hundred  and  twenty  paces  long,  and  fort)'  broad,  and  at  lead  eight  deep, 
but  void  of  water.  At  its  welt  end  it  difcovers  feme  old  arches,  now  dammed  up> 
Thefe,  fome  will  have  to  be  the  five  porches  in  which  fate  that  multitude  of  lame, 
halt,  and  blind,  Joh.  5.  But  the  mifchief  is,  inftead  of  five,  there  are  but  three  of 
them.  This  pool  is  contiguous  on  one  fide,  to  St.  Stephen's  gate ;  on  the  other,  to 
•the  area  of  the  Temple. 

From  hence  we  went  to  the  convent  or  nunnery  of  St.  Anne.  The  church  here  is 
large  and  entire,  and  fo  arc  part  of  the  lodgings ;  but  both  are  defolate  and  neglefted. 
In  a  grotto  under  the  church  is  fliewn  the  place,  where,  they  fay,  the  blefled  Virgin  was 
born.  Near  this  church  they  fhew  the  pharifee's  houfe,  where  Mary  Magdalen  exhi- 
bited thofe  admirable  evidences  of  a  penitent  affeftion  towards  our  Saviour  ;  '  wafhing 
his  feet  with  her  tears,  and  wiping  them  with  her  hair',  Luke  7.  38.  This  place  alfo 
has  been  anciently  dignified  with  holy  buildings,  but  they  are  now  negle£led. 

This  was  our  morning's  work.  In  the  afternoon  we  went  to  fee  Mount  Gihon,  and 
the  pool  of  the  fame  name.  It  lies  about  two  furlongs  without  Bethlehem  gate  weflward. 
It  is  a  ftately  pool,  one  hundred  and  fix  paces  long,  and  fixty-feven  broad,  and  lined 
with  wall  and  plaifter ;  and  was,  when  we  were  there,  well  flored  with  water. 

Saturday,  April  10. — We  went  to  take  our  leaves  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre,  this  being 
the  laft  time  that  it  was  to  be  opened  this  feftival. 

Upon  this  finilhing  day,  and  the  night  following,  the  Turks  allow  free  admittance  for 
all  people,  without  demanding  any  fee  for  entrance  as  at  other  times  ;  calling  it  a  day  of 
charity.  By  this  promifcuous  licenfe,  they  let  in  not  only  the  poor,  but,  as  I  was  told, 
the  lewd  and  vicious  alfo ;  who  come  hither  to  get  convenient  opportunity  for  profli- 
tution,  prophaning  the  holy  places  in  fuch  a  manner  (as  it  is  faid),  that  they  were  not 
ivorfe  defiled  even  then  when  the  heathens  here  celebrated  their  Aphrodifia. 

Sunday,  April  11. — Now  began  the  Turks  By  ram,  that  is,  the  feaft  which  they 
celebrate  after  their  Lent,  called  by  them  Ramadam.  This  being  a  time  of  great 
libertinifm  among  the  rabble,  we  thought  it  prudent  to  confine  ourfelves  to  our  lodgings 
for  fome  time,  to  the  end  that  we  might  avoid  fuch  infolences  as  are  ufual  in  fuch 
times  of  publick  feftivity.  Our  confinement  was  the  lefs  incommodious,  becaufe  there 
xvas  hardily  any  thing,  either  within  or  about  the  city,  which  we  had  not  already  vifited. 

Monday,  April  12;  Tuefday,  April  13. — We  kept  clofe  to  our  quarters,  but  how- 
•ever  not  in  idlenefs,  the  time  being  now  come  when  we  were  to  contrive,  and  provide 
things  in  order  for  our  departure.  We  had  a  bad  account,  from  all  hands,  of  the  coun- 
try's being  more  and  more  embroiled  by  the  Arabs ;  which  made  us  fomewhat  unre- 
folved  what  way  and  method  to  take  for  our  return.  But  during  our  fufpence  it 
was  told  us,  that  the  mofolem  was  likewife  upon  his  return  to  his  mailer,  the  bafla  of 
Tripoli ;  upon  which  intelligence  we  refolved,  if  poflible,  to  join  ourfelves  to  his 
company. 

Wednefday,  April  14. — We  went  with  a  fmall  prefent  in  our  hands  to  wait  upon 
the  mofolem,  in  order  to  enquire  the  time  of  his  departure,  and  acquaint  him 
■with  our  defire  to  go  under  his  proteftion.  He  affured  us  of  his  fetting  out  the  next 
morning ;  fo  we  immediately  took,  our  leaves  in  order  to  prepare  ourfelves  for  accom- 
panying him. 

I  was  wilUng  before  our  departure  to  meafure  the  circuit  of  the  city  :  fo  taking  one  of 
the  friars  with  me,  I  went  out  in  the  afternoon,  in  order  to  pace  the  walls  round.     We 
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went  out  at  Bethlehem  gate,  and  proceeding  on  the  right  hand,  came  about  to  the 
liime  gate  again.  I  found  the  whole  city  4630  paces  in  circumference,  which  I  com- 
puted thus  : 

Facet. 

From  Bethlehem  gate  to  the  corner  on  the  right  hand         ....  400 

From  that  corner  to  Damafcus  gate         -         -  -         -         -         -         680 

From  Damafcus  gate  to  Herod's         .......         380 

From  Herod's  gate  to  Jeremiah's  prifon         -         -         -         -         -         -150 

From  Jeremiah's  prifon  to  the  corner  next  the  valley  of  Jehofaphat  -         225 

From  that  corner  to  St.  Stephen's  gate         ......         085 

From  St.  Stephen's  gate  to  the  Golden  gate  .....  240 

From  the  Golden  gate  to  the  corner  of  the  wall  ....         380 

From  that  corner  to  the  Dung  gate         .......     470 

From  the  Dung  gate  to  Sion  gate         ......  .     605 

From  Sion  gate  to  the  corner  of  the  wall         -         -         -         .         .         .215 
From  that  corner  to  Bethlehem  gate         .......     joo 

In  all,  paces  4630 

The  reduftion  of  my  paces  to  yards,  is  by  cafting  away  a  tenth  part,  ten  of  my  paces 
making  nine  yards  ;  by  which  reckoning  the  4630  paces  amount  to  4167  yards,  whicli 
make  jufl  two  miles  and  a  half. 

Thurfday,  April  15. — This  morning  our  diplomata  were  prefented  us  by  the  father 
guardian,  to  certify  our  having  vifited  all  the  holy  places  ;  and  we  prefented  the  con. 
vent  fifty  dollars  a  man,  as  a  gratuity  for  their  trouble ;  which  offices  having  pad 
betwixt  us,  we  took  our  leaves. 

We  fet  out  together  with  the  mofolem,  and  proceeding  in  the  fame  road  by  which 
we  caine,  lodged  the  firfl;  night  at  Kane  Leban.  But  the  mofolem  left  us  here,  and 
continued  his  Itage  as  far  as  Naplofa  ;  fo  we  faw  him  no  more.  The  country  people 
were  now  every  where  at  plough  in  the  fields,  in  order  to  fow  cotton.  It  was  obfer. 
vable,  that  in  ploughing  they  ufcd  goads  of  an  extraoidinary  fize.  Upon  meafuring 
of  feveral  I  found  them  about  eight  feet  long,  and  at  the  bigger  end  fix  inches  in 
circumference.  They  were  armed  at  the  lefler  end  with  a  fliarp  prickle  for  drivmg  the 
oxen,  and  at  the  other  end  with  a  fmall  fpade,  or  paddle  of  iron,  Arong  and  malfy,  for 
cleanfing  the  plough  from  the  clay  that  encumbers  it  in  working.  May  we  not  from 
hence  conjecture,  that  it  was  with  fuch  a  goad  as  one  of  thefe,  that  Shamgar  made  that 
prodigious  (laughter  related  of  him,  Judg.  3.  31  ?  I  am  confident  that  whoever  fliould 
fee  one  of  thefe  inftruments,  would  judge  it  to  be  a  weapon  not  lefs  fit,  periiaps  fitter, 
than  a  fword,  for  fuch  an  execution.  Goads  of  this  fort  I  faw  always  ufed  hereabouts, 
and  alio  in  Syria ;  and  the  reafon  is,  becaufe  the  fame  fingle  perfon  both  drives  the 
o.xen,  and  alio  holds  and  manages  the  plough,  which  makes  it  nccelTary  to  ufe  fuch 
a  goad  as  is  above  defcribed,  to  avoid  the  encumbrance  of  two  inflruments. 

Friday,  April  16. — Leaving  Kane  Leban  we  proceeded  flill  in  our  former  road;  and 
pafling  by  Naplofo  and  Samaria,  we  came  to  the  fountain  Selee,  and  there  took  up  our 
lodging  this  night. 

Saturday,  April  17. — The  next  morning  we  continued  on  in  the  fame  road  that  we 
travelled  when  outward  bound,  'till  we  came  to  Caphar  Arab.  At  this  place  we  left 
our  former  way,  and  inflead  of  turning  olfon  the  left  haml  to  go  for  Acra,  we  kept  our 
courfe  flraight  forwards,  rcfolving  to  crofs  dircdly  athw;u-t  the  plain  of  Lfdraelon,  and  to 
vifit  Nazareth. 
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Proceeding  in  this  courfc  from  Caphar  Arab,  we  came  in  aboiit  half  an  hour  to 
Jeneen.  This  is  a  large  old  town,  on  the  (kirts  of  Efdraelon  :  it  has  in  it  an  old  cafUc, 
and  two  mofques,  and  is  the  chief  refidencc  of  the  emir  Chibly.  Here  we  were  ac- 
ceded with  a  command  from  the  cuiir  not  to  advance  any  farther,  'till  he  fliould  come 
in  perfon  to  receive  of  us  his  caphars.  This  was  very  unwelcome  news  to  us,  who  had 
met  with  a  trial  of  his  civility  before.  But  however  we  had  no  remedy,  and  therefore 
thought  it  beft  to  comply  as  contentedly  as  we  could.  Having  been  kept  thus  in  fuf- 
penfe  from  two  in  the  morning  'till  fun-fet,  we  then  received  an  order  from  the  prince, 
to  pay  the  caph;ir  to  an  office  r,  w  liom  he  fent  to  receive  it,  and  difmifs  us. 

Havino- received  this  licenfe,  we  made  all  the  haftewe  could  to  difpatch  the  caphar, 
and  to  get  clear  of  thefe  Arabs,  but  notwithftanding  all  our  diligence,  it  was  near  mid- 
ni"-ht  before  we  could  finilh.  After  which  we  departed,  and  entering  immediately 
iiito  the  plain  of  Efdraelon,  travelled  over  it  all  night,  and  in  feven  hours  reached  its 
other  fide.  Here  we  had  a  very  fleep  and  rocky  afcent ;  but  however  in  half  an  hour 
\vc  maftered  it,  and  arrived  at  Nazareth. 

Sunday,  April  i8. — Nazareth  is  at  prefent  only  an  inconfiderable  village,  fituate  in  a 
kind  of  round  concave  valley,  on  the  top  of  an  high  hill.  We  were  entertained  at  the 
convent  built  over  the  place  of  the  Annunciation.  At  this  place  are  as  it  were  immured, 
feven  or  eight  Latin  fathers,  who  live  a  hfe  truly  mortified,  being  perpetually  in  fear  of 
the  Arabs,  who  are  abfolute  lords  of  the  comitry. . 

We  went  in  the  afternoon  to  vifit  the  fanctuary  of  this  place.  The  church  of  Na- 
zareth ftands  in  a  cave,  fuppofed  to  be  the  place  where  the  blelfed  Virgin  received  that 
joyful  meflageof  the  Angel, '  Hail  thou  that  art  highly  favoured,'  &c.  Luke  i.  28.  ItrcT 
femblos  the  figure  of  a  crois.  That  part  of  it  that  ftands  for  the  tree  of  the  crofs  is 
fourteen  paces  long,  and  fix  over  ;  and  runs  direttly  into  the  grot,  having  no  other  arch 
over  it  at  top,  but  tliat  of  the  natural  rock  :  the  traverfe  part  of  the  crofs  is  nine  paces 
long  and  four  broad,  and  is  built  athwart  the  mouth  of  the  grot.  Juft  at  the  feftion  of 
the  crofs  arc  erected  two  granite  pillars,  each  two  feet  and  one  inch  diameter,  and 
about  three  feet  diftance  from  each  other.  They  are  fuppofed  to  ftand  on  the  very 
places,  one,  where  the  Angel,  the  other,  where  the  blelTed  Virgin  flood  at  the  time  of 
the  Annunciation.  Of  thefe  pillars,  the  innermoft  being  that  of  the  blefled  Virgin,  has 
been  broke  away  by  the  Turks,  in  expe£lation  of  finding  treafure  under  it ;  fo  that 
eighteen  inches  length  of  it  is  clean  gone,  between  the  pillar  and  its  pedeftal.  Nevorthe- 
lefs  it  remains  erect ;  though  by  what  art  it  is  fuftained,  I  could  not  difccrn.  It 
touches  the  roof  above,  and  is  probably  hanged  upon  that ;  unlefs  you  had  rather 
take  the  friars  account  of  it,  viz.  that  it  is  fupported  by  a  miracle. 

After  this  we  went  to  fee  the  houfe  of  Jofeph,  being  the  fame,  as  they  tell  you,  in 
wh'ch  the  Sou  of  God  lived  for  near  thirty  years,  in  fubjeftion  to  man,  Luke  2.  51. 
Not  far  uiftant  from  hence  they  fhew  you  the  fynagogue,  where  our  blefled  Lord 
preached  that  fermon,  Luke  4,  by  which  he  fo  exafperated  his  country-men.  Both 
thefe  places  lie  north  weil  from  the  convent,  and  were  anciently  dignified  each  with 
a.  handibme  church;  but  thefe  monuments  of  queen  Helena's  piety  arc  now  in 
ruins. 

Monday,  April  19. — This  day  we  deftined  for  vifiting  Mount  Tabor,  ftanding  by 
itfelf  in  the  plain  of  Efdraelon,  about  two  or  three  furlongs  within  the  plain. 

Its.being  fituatcd  in  fuch  a  feparate  manner  has  induced  moft  authors  to  conclude, 
that  this  mufl;  needs  be  that  holy  mountain  (as  St.  Peter  ftyles  it,  2  Pet.  i.  18.)  which 
•was  the  place  of  our  blefled  Lord's  Transfiguration,  related  Mat.  1 7.  Mark  9.  There 
you  read  that  Chrift  '  took  vi?ith  him  Peter,  James,  and  John,  into  a  mountain  apart'  j 
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from  which  defcrlptlon  they  infer,  that  the  inoimtaiii  there  fpoke  of  can  be  no  other 
than  Tabor.  The  conchifion  may  poUibly  be  true  ;  but  the  argument  ulo^d  to  prove  it, 
fecms  incompetent ;  becaul'e  the  term  ■.■.o.t'  i's/kv,  or  apart,  molt  hkc-ly  relates  to  the 
withdrawing  and  retirement  of  the  perfons  there  fpoken  of ;  and  not  the  fituaticn  of 
the  mountain. 

After  a  very  laborious  afcent,  v.hich  took  up  near  an  hour,  we  reached  the  higheft 
part  of  the  mountain.  It  has  a  plain  area  at  top,  moft  fertile  and  delicious,  of  an  oval 
figure,  extended  about  one  furlong  in  breadth,  and  two  in  length.  This  area  is  en- 
clofed  with  trees  on  all  parts,  except  toward  the  fouth.  It  was  anciently  environed 
with  walls,  and  trenches,  and  other  fortifications,  of  which  it  exhibits  many  remains  at 
this  day. 

In  this  area  there  are  in  feveral  places,  cificrns  of  good  water  ;  but  thofe  which  arc 
mod  devoutly  vifited,  are  three  contiguous  grottos  made  to  reprefent  the  three  taber- 
nacles which  St.  Peter  propofcd  to  ereft,  in  the  aitonifhment  that  polfeft  him  at  the 
glory  of  the  Transfiguration.  '  Lord  (fays  he)  it  is  good  for  us  to  be  here  :  let  us 
make  three  tabernacles,  one  for  thee,  he' 

I  cannot  forbear  to  mention  in  this  place  an  obfervation,  which  is  very  obvious  to  all 
that  vifit  the  Holy-Land,  viz.  that  almoft  all  paflages  and  hiftories  related  in  the 
gofpel  are  reprefented,  by  them  that  undertake  to  fhew  where  every  thing  was  done, 
as  having  been  done  moft  of  them  in  grottos  ;  and  that  even  in  fuch  cafes,  where  the  con- 
dition and  circumflances  of  the  adions  themfelves  feem  to  require  places  of  another  nature. 
Thus,  if  you  would  fee  the  place  v.  here  St.  Anne  was  delivered  of  the  blclfed 
Virgin,  you  are  carried  to  a  grotto  ;  if  the  place  of  the  Annunciation,  it  is  alfo  a 
grotto  ;  if  the  place  where  the  blefied  Virgin  faluted  Elizabeth  ;  if  that  of  the  Baptift's, 
or  that  of  our  blefled  Saviour's  Nativity  ;  if  that  of  the  agony,  or  that  of  St.  Peter's 
repentance,  or  that  where  the  Apoflles  made  the  creed,  or  this  of  the  Transfiguration, 
all  thefe  places  are  alfo  grottos.  And  in  a  word,  where-evci  you  go,  you  find  almoll 
every  thing  is  reprefented  as  done  under  ground.  Certainly  grottos  were  anciently 
held  in  great  cfleem  ;  or  clfe  they  could  never  have  been  afligned,  in  fpite  of  all  pro- 
bability, for  the  places  in  which  were  done  fo  many  various  adions.  Pcrliaps  it  was 
the  hermits  way  of  living  in  grottos  from  the  fifth  or  fixth  century  dow  nward,  that  has 
brought  them  ever  fince  to  be  in  fo  great  reputation. 

From  the  top  of  Tabor  you  have  a  profpecl,  which,  if  nothing  clfe,  well  rewards  the 
labour  of  afcending  it.  It  is  impofiiblc  for  man's  eyes  to  behold  a  higher  gratification 
of  this  nature.  On  the  north  weft  you  difcem  at  a  dirtance  the  Mediterranean  ;  and 
all  round  you  have  the  fpacious  and  beautiful  plains  of  llfdraelon  and  Galilee,  which 
prefent  you  with  a  view  of  fo  many  places  memorable  for  the  refort  and  miracles  of  the 
Son  of  God. 

At  tile  bottom  of  Tabor  wcflward  ftands  Dabcrah,  a  fmall  village,  fuppofed  by  fome 
to  take  its  name  from  Deborah,  that  famous  judge  and  deliverer  of  Ifracl.  Near  this 
valley  is  the  fountain  of  Kiflion. 

Not  many  leagues  difiant  eaftward  vou  fee  Mount  Ilennon  ;  at  the  foot  of  which  is 
feated  Nain,  fimous  for  our  Lord's  raifing  the  widow's  fon  there,  Luke  7.  14;  and 
Endor,  the  place  where  dwelt  the  witch  confulted  by  Saul.  Turning  a  little  fouth- 
ward,  you  have  in  view  the  high  mountains  of  Gilboah,  fatal  to  Saul  and  his  lon.s. 

Due  eall  you  dii'cover  the  fea  of  Tilierias,  dilfant  about  one  day's  journey  ;  and  clofe 
by  tliat  fea,  they  fltcw  a  deep  mountain,  down  which  the  fwinc  ran,  and  periihed  in  tJie 
waters.     Mat.  S.  32. 

A  few  points  towards  the  north  appears  that  which  they  call  the    'Mount  of  the 
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BoatiliKles ;'  a  fmall  lifing  from  which  our  bleflcd  Saviour  delivered  his  fermon  in  the 
5,  6,  7  chapters  of  St.  Matthew.  Not  far  from  this  little  hill  is  the  city  Saphet,  fup- 
pofed  to  be  '.he  ancient  Bethulia.  It  ftands  upon  a  very  eminent  and  confpicuous 
mountiiin,  and  is  feen  far  and  near.  May  we  not  fuppofe  that  Chrift  alludes  to  this 
city  in  thofe  words  of  his  fermon.  Mat.  5.  14, '  A  city  fct  on  a  hill  cannot  be  hid'  ?  A 
conjecture  which  feems  the  more  probable,  becaufe  our  Lord  in  feveral  places,  alFeds 
to  iliuffrate  his  difcourfe  by  comparifons  taken  from  objects  that  were  then  prefent 
before  the  eyes  of  his  auditors.  As  when  he  bids  them  '  behold  the  fowls  of  the  air, 
chap.  6.  16,  and  the  lilies  of  the  field,  ibid.  v.  28.' 

From  Mount  Tabor  you  have  likewife  the  fight  of  a  place,  which  they  will  tell  you 
was  Dothaim,  where  Jofeph  was  fold  by  his  brethren  ;  and  of  the  field,  where  our 
blefl'ed  Saviour  fed  the  multitude  with  a  few  loaves,  and  fewer  fiflics.  But  whether  it 
was  the  place  where  he  divided  the  five  loaves  and  two  fiflics  amongft  the  five  thou- 
fand,  Mat.  14.  16,  &c.  or  the  fevcn  loaves  amongfl  the  four  thoufand,  Mat.  15.  32,  I 
left  them  to  agree  among  themfelves. 

Having  received  great  fatisfaftion  iji  the  fight  of  this  mountain,  we  returned  to  the 
convent  the  fame  way  that  we  came.  After  dinner  we  made  another  fmall  excurfion, 
in  order  to  fee  that  which  they  call  the  '  Mountain  of  the  precipitation' ;  that  is,  the 
brow  of  the  hill  from  which  the  Nazarites  would  have  thrown  down  our  bleffed 
Saviour,  being  incenfed  at  his  fermon  preached  to  them,  Luke  4.  This  precipice  is  at 
lead  halt  a  league  diftant  from  Nazareth  fouthward.  In  going  to  it  you  crofs  firlt  over 
the  vale  in  which  Nazareth  fl:ands  ;  and  then  going  down  two  or  three  furlongs  in  a 
narrow  cleft  between  the  rocks,  you  there  clamber  up  a  fhort,  but  difficult  way  on  the 
right  hand  ;  at  the  top  of  which,  you  find  a  great  ftone  ftanding  on  the  brink  of  a  pre- 
cipice, which  is  faid  to  be  the  very  place,  where  our  Lord  was  deflined  to  be  thrown 
down  by  his  enraged  neighbours,  had  he  not  made  a  miraculous  efcape  out  of  their 
hands.  There  are  in  the  ftone  feveral  little  holes,  refembling  the  prints  of  fingers 
thruft  into  it.  Thefe,  if  the  friars  fay  truth,  are  the  impreflions  of  Chrift's  fingers, 
made  in  the  hard  ftone,  while  he  refilled  the  violence  that  was  offered  to  him.  At 
this  place  are  feen  two  or  three  cifterns  for  faving  water,  and  a  few  ruins  ;  which  is  all 
that  now  remains  of  a  religious  building  founded  here  by  the  emprefs  Helena. 

Tuefday,  April  20. — The  next  morning  we  took  our  leaves  of  Nazareth,  prefenting 
the  guardian  five  a-piece  for  his  trouble  and  charge  in  entertaining  us.     We  direfted 
our  courfe  for  Acra  ;  in  order  to  which,  going  at  firft  northward,  we  crofled  the  hills 
that  encompaffed  the  vale  of  Nazareth  on" that  fide.     After  which  we  turned  to  the 
weftward,  and  pafled  in  view  of  Cana  of  Galilee  ;  the  place  fignalized  with  the  beginning 
of  Chrift's  miracles,  John  2.  11.     In  an  hour  and  half  more  we  came  to  Sepharia  ;  a 
place  reverenced  for  being  the  reputed  habitation  of  Joachim  and  Anna,  the  parents  of 
the  blefled  Virgin.     It  had  once  the  name  of  Diocefaria,  and  was  a  place  in  good  re-        J 
pute  ;  but  at  prefent  it  is  reduced  to  a  poor  village,  Ihewing  only  here  and  there  a  few        I 
ruins,  to  telUfy  its  ancient  better  'condition.     On  the  weft  fide  of  the  town  ftands  good        I 
part  of  a  large  church,  built  on  the  fame  place,  where  they  fay  ftood  the  houfe  of  Joachim 
and  Anna  ;  it  is  fifty  paces  long,  and  in  breadth  proportionable. 

At  Sepharia  begins  the  delicious  plain  of  Zabulon.  We  were  an  hour  and  a  half 
m  crofling  it ;  and,  in  an  hour  and  a  half  more,  paffed  by  a  defolate  village  on  the 
right  hand,  by  name  Satyra.  In  half  an  hour  more  we  entered  the  plains  of  Acra,  and 
m  one  hour  and  a  half  more  arrived  at  that  place.  Our  ftage  this  day  was  fomewhat  lefs 
than  feven  hours  ;  it  lay  about  weft  and  by  north,  and  through  a  country  very  delight- 
ful, and  fertile  beyond  imagination. 

Wednefday, 
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IVednefday,  April  21. — At  Acra  we  were  very  courteoully  treated  by  the  French 
conful  and  merchant,  as  we  had  been  when  outward  bound.  Hiivino;  (laid  only  one 
night,  we  took  our  leaves  ;  and  returning  by  the  fame  way  of  the  coaft,  that  I  have  dc- 
fcribed  before,  came  the  firfl  night  to  our  old  lodgings  at  Solomon's  cillerns,  and  the 
fecond  to  Sidon, 

Thurfday,  April  22. — Three  hours  diftant  from  Sidon,  we  were  carried  by  the  French 
conful  to  fee  a  place,  which  we  paffedby  unregarded  in  our  journi'v  outward  ;  ihouo-h 
ic  very  well  deferves  a  traveller's  obforvation. 

At  about  the  dillance  of  a  mile  from  the  fea, there  runs  along  a  high  rocky  mountain  ;. 
in  the  lide  of  which  are  hewn  a  multitude  of  grots,  all  very  httle  differing  from  each 
other  ;  they  have  entrances  of  about  two  feet  fquare.  On  the  inlide  you  find  inmoft, 
or  all  of  them,  a  room  of  about  four  yards  fquare  ;  on  the  one  iide  of  wiiich  is  the 
door,  on  the  other  three,  are  as  many  little  cells,  elevated  about  two  feet  above  the  floor. 
Here  are  of  thcfe  fubterraneons  caverns  (as  I  was  informed  by  thofe  who  had  counted 
them)  two  hundred  in  number.  They  go  by  the  name  of  the  grots  of  — — .  I'hc 
great  doubt  concerning  them  is,  whether  they  were  made  for  the  dead  or  the  living. 
That  which  makes  me  doubt  of  this  is,  becaufe  though  all  the  ancient  fepulchres  in 
this  country,  very  much  refemble  thefe  grottos  ;  yet  they  have  fomething  peculiar  in 
them,  which  intices  one  to  believe  they  might  be  defigned  for  the  reception  of  the  iivino-; 
for  fevcral  of  the  cells  within  were  of  a  figure  not  fit  for  having  corpfes  depofited  in 
them,  being  fome  a  yai'd  fquare,  fome  more,  and  fome  lefs,  and  feeming  to  be  made 
for  family  ufes.  Over  the  door  of  every  cell,  there  was  a  chaimel  cut  to  convey  the 
water  away,  that  it  might  not  annoy  the  rooms  w  ithin.  And  becaufe  the  cells  were  cut 
above  each  other,  fome  higher,  fome  lower,  in  the  fide  of  the  rock,  here  were  con- 
venient fl'ciirs  cut,  for  the  eafier  communication  betAvixt  the  upper  and  nether  regions. 
At  the  bottom  of  the  rock  were  alfo  feveral  old  cifterns  for  floring  up  water.  From 
all  which  arguments  it  may,  with  probability  at  leafl:,  be  concluded,  that  thefe  places 
were  contrived  for  the  ufe  of  the  living,  and  not  of  the  dead.  But  what  fort  of  people 
they  may  be  that  inhabited  this  lubterraneous  city,  or  how  long  ago  they  lived,  I  am  not 
able  to  r^folve ;  true  it  is,  Strabo  defcribes  the  habitations  of  the  Troglodytse  to  have 
been  fomewhat  of  this  kind. 

Friday,  April  23. — We  continued  this  day  at  Sidon,  being  treated  by  our  friends  of 
the  French  nation  with  great  generofity. 

Saturday,  April  24. — This  morning  we  took  our  leaves  of  the  worthy  French  conful, 
and  the  reft  of  our  other  frii-nds  of  that  nation,  in  order  to  go  for  Damalcus. 

Damafcus  lies  near  due  cait  from  Sidon  ;  it  is  ufually  efteemed  three  days  journey 
diftant,  the  road  lying  over  the  mountain  Libanus  and  Anti-Libonus. 

Having  gone  about  half  an  hour  through  the  olive  yards  of  Sidon,  we  came  to  the 
foot  of  JNIount  Libanus.  In  two  hours  and  a  half  more  we  came  to  a  fmall  village 
called  Caphar  Milki.  'J'hus  far  our  afcent  was  eafy  ;  but  now  it  began  to  grow  more 
fteep  Mu\  difhcult  ;  in  which  having  laboured  one  hour  and  one  tliird  more,  we  then 
came  to  a  freili  fountain  called  Ambus  Lee  ;  where  wc  encamped  for  this  lu'glit.  Our 
whole  ftage  was  four  hours  and  one  third  ;  our  courfe  eaft. 

Sunday,  April  2^. — Th(->  next  day  we  continued  alcending  for  three  good  hours, 
and  then  arrived  at  the  higheit  ridge  of  the  mountain,  where  the  fiiow  lay  clofe  by  the 
road.  We  began  immediately  to  defcend  again  on  the  other  fide,  and  in  two  hours 
came  to  a  fmall  village  called  Mefhgarah,  where  there  gufhcs  out,  at  once,  from  the 
fide  of  the  mountain,  a  plentiful  Itreain,  wliicli  falling  down  iuto  a  valley  below,  makes 
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a  fine  brook,  and  after  a  current  of  about  two  leagues,  lofes  ilfelf  in  a  river  called 
Letane. 

At  Mefli^arah  there  is  a  capiiar  •  demanded  by  the  Drufcs,  who  are  the  poflefibr? 
of  thefc  mountains.  We  were  tor  a  little  wliile  perplexed  by  the  exceflive  demand  made 
upon  us  by  the  caphar-men  ;  but  finding  us  obfUnate,  they  defifled. 

Having  gone  one  hour  beyond  Melhgarah,  we  got  clear  of  the  mountain,  and  en- 
tered  into  a  valley  called  Bocat.  I'his  Bocat  feems  to  be  the  fame  with  Bicath  Aven, 
mentioned  in  Amos  i .  5,  together  with  Eden  and  Damafcus  ;  for  there  is  very^near  it,  in 
Mount  Libanus,a  place  called  Eden  to  this  day.  It  might  alfo  have  the  name  of  Aven, 
tiiat  is  Vanity,  given  it,  from  the  idolatrous  worfliip  of  Baal  praclifed  at  Balbeck  or 
llcliopolis,  which  is  fituate  in  this -valley.  The  valley  is  -.ibout  two  hours  over,  and  in 
length  extends  feveral  days  journey,  lying  near  north  eail  and  louth  weft.  It  is  enclofed 
on  both  fides  with  two  parallel  mountains,  cxadly  refembling  each  other ;  the  one  that 
which  we  lately  pafTed  over  between  this  and  Sidon,  the  other  oppofite  againft  it  to- 
wards Damalcus.  The  former  I  take  to  be  the  true  Libanus,  the  latter  Anti-Libanus  ; 
which  two  mountains  are  no  where  fo  well  diftinguifhed  as  at  this  valley. 

In  the  bottom  of  the  valley,  there  runs  a  large  river  called  Letane.  It  rifes  about 
two  day's  journey  northward,  not  far  from  Balbeck  ;  and  keeping  its  courfe  all 
down  the  valley,  falls  at  laft  into  the  river  Cafimeer,  or  ^as  it  is  erroneouily  called) 
Eleutherus. 

Thus  far  our  courfe  had  been  due  eafl ;  but  here  we  inclined  fome  points  toward  the 
north.  Crofling  obliquely  over  the  valley,  we  came  in  half  an  hour  to  abridge  over  the 
river  Letane.  It  confifts  of  five  ftone  arches,  and  is  called  Kor  Aren,  from  a  village  at  a 
little  diftance  of  the  fame  name.  At  this  bridge  we  crolfed  the  river,  and  having  travelled 
about  an  hour  and  a  half  on  its  bank,  pitched  our  tents  there  for  this  night.  Our  whole 
ftage  was  eight  hours. 

Monday,  April  26. — The  next  morning  we  continued  our  oblique  courfe  over  the 
valley  Bocat.  In  aii  hour  we  palled  clofeby  afmall  village  called  JibJeneen,  and  in  three 
quarters  of  an  hour  more,  came  to  the  foot  of  the  mountain  Anti-Libanus.  Here  we 
had  an  eafy  afcent,  and  in  half  an  hour  paiTed  by,  on  our  right  hand,  a  village  called 
Uzzi.  In  three  quarters  of  an  hour  more  we  arrived  at  Ayta,  a  village  of  chriftians 
of  the  Greek,  comnmnion.  At  this  laft  place  the  road  began  to  grow  very  rocky  and 
troublefome ;  in  which  having  travelled  an  hour,  we  arrived  at  a  fmall  rivulet  called 
Ayn  Ycntloe.  Here  we  entered  into  a  narrow  cleft  between  two  rocky  mountains, 
palling  through  which,  we  arrived  in  four  hours  at  Demafs,  gently  defccnding  all  the 
way.  At  Demafs  a  finall  caphar  t  is  demanded  ;  which  beirg  difpatchcd,  v/e  put  for- 
ward again,  but  had  not  gone  above  an  hour  and  an  half,  when  it  grew  dark,  and  we 
were  forced  to  ftop  at  a  very  inhofpitable  place,  but  the  beft  we  could  find  ;  affording 
no  grafs  for  our  horfes,  nor  any  water,  but  juft  enough  to  breed  frogs,  by  which  we  were 
ferenaded  all  night. 

Tuefday,  April  27.— Early  the  next  morning  we  deferted  this  uncomfortable  lodging, 
and  in  about  an  hour  arrived  at  the  river  Barrady ;  our  road  ftill  defcending.  This 
is  the  river  that  waters  Damafcus,  and  enriches  it  with  all  its  plenty  and  pleafure.  It 
is  not  fo  much  as  twenty  yards  over;  but  comes  pouring  dov;n  from  the  mountains  with 
great  rapidity,  and  with  fo  vaft  a  body  of  water,  that  it  abundantly  fupplies  all  the  thirfty 
gardens,  and  the  city  of  Damafcus. 

•  Half  per  Frank,  quarter  per  fcrvant. 
t  Quarter  per  head. 
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We  crofTed  Barrady  at  a  new  bridge  over  it,  called  Dummar.  On  the  other  fide  our 
road  afccnded,  and  in  half  an  hour  brought  us  to  the  brink  of  a  high  precipice,  at  the 
bottom  of  which  tlie  river  runs ;  the  mountain  being  here  cleft  afunder  to  give  it  ad- 
miiTion  into  the  plain  below. 

At  the  higheft  part  of  the  precipice  is  erefted  a  fniall  ftructure,  like  a  Sheich's  1^- 
pulchre,  concerning  which  the  'I'urks  relate  this  llory  ;  that  their  prophet,  coming  ne-ar 
Damafcus,  took  his  ftation  at  that  place  for  fome  time,  in  order  to  view  the  city ;  and 
confidering  the  ravifliing  beauty  and  delightfulnefs  of  it,  he  would  not  tempt  his  frailty 
by  entering  into  it,  but  inlhntly  departed  with  this  refleftion  upon  it,  that  there  was 
but  one  paradife  defigned  for  man,  and  for  his  part  he  was  refolved  not  to  take  his  in 
this  world. 

You  have,  indeed,  from  the  precipice,  the  moft  perfeft-  profpect  of  Damafcus.  And 
certainly  no  place  in  the  world  can  promife  the  beholder,  at  a  dillance,  greater  voiuptu- 
oufnefs.  It  is  fituate  in  an  even  plain,  of  fo  great  extent,  that  you  can  but  juH: 
difcern  the  mountains  that  compafs  it  on  the  farther  fide.  It  Hands  on  the  weft  fide 
of  the  plain,  at  not  above  two  miles  diftance  from  the  place  where  the  river  Barradv 
breaks  out  from  between  the  mountains ;  its  gardens  extending  almoft  to  the  very 
place. 

The  city  itfelf  is  of  a  long  ftraight  figure  ;  its  ends  pointing  jiear  north  eaft  and  fouth 
weft.  It  is  very  flender  in  the  middle,  but  fwells  bigger  at  each  end,  efpecially  at  that 
to  the  north  eaft.  In  its  length,  as  far  as  I  could  guefs  by  my  eye,  it  may  extend 
near  two  miles.  It  is  thick  fet  with  mofques  and  fteeples,  the  ufual  ornaments  of  the 
Turkifh  cities ;  and  is  encompafled  with  gardens,  extending  no  lefs,  according  to  com- 
mon eftimation,  than  thirty  miles  round,  which  makes  it  look  like  a  noble  city  in  a  vaft 
wood.  The  gardens  are  thick  fet  with  fruit  trees  of  all  kinds,  kept  frefn  and  verdant 
by  the  waters  of  Barrady.  You  difcover  in  them  many  turrets,  and  fteeples,  and 
fummer-houfes,  frequently  peeping  out  from  amongft  the  green  boughs,  which  may 
be  conceived  to  add  no  fmall  advantage  and  beauty  to  the  profpeft.  On  the  north 
fide  of  this  vaft  wood  is  a  place  called  bolhees,  where  are  the  moft  beautiful  fummer- 
houfes  and  gardens. 

The  greateft  part  of  this  pleafantnefs  and  fertility  proceeds,  as  I  faid,  from  the  waters 
of  Barrady,  which  fupply  both  the  gardens  and  city  in  great  abundance.  This  river,  as 
foon  as  it  ifl"ues  out  from  between  the  cleft  of  the  moimtain  before-mentioned,  into  the 
plain,  is  immediately  divided  into  three  ftrcims,  of  which  the  middlomoft  and  biggeft 
runs  diredly  to  Damafcus  through  a  large  open  f\M,  called  the  Ager  Damafcenus, 
and  is  dillributed  to  all  the  cifterns  and  fountains  of  the  city.  The  other  two  (which 
1  take  to  be  the  work  of  art)  are  drawn  round,  one  to  the  right  hand,  and  the  other 
to  the  left,  on  the  borders  of  the  gardens,  into  wiiich  they  are  let  as  they  pafs,  by  little 
currents,  and  fo  difperfed  all  over  the  vail  wood  ;  ini'omuch  that  there  is  not  a  gardciT 
but  has  a  fine  quick  ftream  running  through  it,  which  fervcs  not  only  for  watering 
the  place,  but  is  alfo  improved  into  fountains,  and  other  water-works  very  delightlul, 
though  not  contrived  with  that  variety  of  exquifite  art  which  is  ufed  in  Clinftendom. 

Barrady  being  thus  defcribed,  is  almolt  wholly  drunk  up  by  the  city  .ind  gardens. 
What  fmall  part  of  it  elcapes,  is  united,  as  I  was  informed,  in  one  channel  again,  on  the 
fouth  eaft  fide  of  the  city  ;  and  after  about  three  or  four  hours  courfe,  iiniilly  lofes  itfelf 
in  a  bog  there,  without  ever  arriving  at  the  fea. 

The  Greeks,  and  from  them  the  Romans,  call  this  river  Chr)forrhoas.  But  as  fur 
Abana  and  Pharpar,  rivers  of  Damafcus,  mentioned,  2  Kings,  5.  i  2,  I  could  find  no 
memory,  fo  much  as  of  the  names  remaining,     'i'liiy  mult  doubtlefs  have  been  only 
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two  branches  of  the  river  Earr?dy  ;  aiid  one  of  them  was  probably  the  fame  ftream  that 
now  runs  ihrougli  the  Apcr  Danialcenuij,  diredUy  to  the  city,  which  feeins  by  its  fcrpen- 
tine  way  to  be  a  natural  ciiannel ;  the  other  I  know  not  well  where  to  find  ;  but  it  is  no 
wonder,  feeing  they  may  and  du  tjia  and  alter  the  couifes  of  this  river,  according  to 
their  own  convenience  and  pie; Jure. 

We  continued  a  good  w hiie  iij  rn  the  precipice,  to  take  a  view  of  the  city  ;  and  in- 
deed it  is  a  hard  matter  to  leave  a  ibition  which  prefents  you  fo  charming  a  landfkip.  It 
exhibits  the  paradife  below  as  a  mod  fair  and  deicCtable  place,  and  yet  will  hardly 
fuffcr  you  to  ftir  away,  to  go  to  it ;  thus  at  once  inviting  you  to  the  city,  by  the 
pleafure  which  it  feems  topromife,  and  detaining  you  from  it  by  the  beauty  of  the 
profpeft. 

Coming  down  t'le  hill,  into  ihe  plain,  we  were  there  met  by  a  janizary  from  the 
convent,  lent  to  ct  nduct  us  in!  the  city.  He  did  not  think  fit  to  carry  us  in  at  the  well 
gate  (which  was  nearelt  at  Ii:.j  J  ,  and  fo  all  acrofs  the  city,  to  the  Lathi  convent  where 
we  were  to  lodge,  for  fear  ilie  Damafcens,  who  are  a  very  bigotted  and  infolcnt  race, 
(hould  be  offended  at  fo  pr  "iner  of  Franks  as  we  were;  to  avoid  which  danger, 

he  led  us  round  about  the  ■^.  ■•n>re  we  arrived  at  the  gate.  The  garden  walls  are  of 

a  very  fmgular  flrufture.  1  iiC.  ^ ;  ^^  bnilt  of  great  pieces  of  earth,  made  in  the  fafluon  of 
brick,  and  hardened  in  the  lu;i.  tn  their  dimenfions  they  are  two  yards  long  each,  and 
fomewhat  more  than  one  bread,  and  half  a  yard  thick.  Two  rows  of  thcfe  placed 
edge  ways,  one  upon  another,  make  a  cheap,  expeditious,  and,  in  this  dry  country,  a 
durable  wall. 

In  pafling  between  the  [gardens  wp  -To  obferved  their  method  of  fcouring  the 
channels.  They  put  a  great  bough  of  a  tree  in  the  water,  and  fallen  to  it  a  yoke  of 
oxen.  Upon  the  bough  there  fits  a  good  weighty  fellow,  to  prefs  it  down  to  the  bottom, 
and  to  drive  the  oxen.  In  this  equipage  the  bough  is  dragged  all  along  the  channel,  and 
ferves  at  once  both  to  cleanfe  the  bottom,  and  alfo  to  mud  and  fatten  the  water  for  the 
greater  benefit  of  the  gardens. 

Entering  at  the  eaft  gate,  we  went  immediately  to  the  convent,  and  were  very  couite- 
oufly  received  by  the  guardian,  father  Raphael,  a  ISLyorkine  by  birth,  and  a  perfon,  who 
though  he  had  dedicated  himielf  to  the  contemplative  life,  yet  is  not  unfit  for  any  affairs  of 
the  active. 

Wednefday,  April  28. — This  morning  we  walked  out  to  take  a  view  of  the  city.  The 
firit  place  we  went  to  vifit  was  the  houfe  of  an  eminent  Turk.  The  ftreets  here  are  nar- 
row,  as  is  ulual  in  hot  countries,  and  the  houfes  are  all  built,  on  the  outfide,  of  no 
better  a  material  than  either  fun-burnt  brick,  or  Flemifli  wall,  daubed  over  in  as  coarfe 
a  marmer  as  can  be  feen  in  the  vileil  cottages.  From  this  dirty  way  of  building,  they 
have  this  aniongfl;  other  inconveniences,  that  upon  any  violent  rain,  the  w'hole  city 
becomes,  by  the  waihing  of  the  houfes,  as  it  were  a  quagmire. 

It  may  be  wondered  what  Ihould  induce  the  people  to  build  in  this  bafe  manner, 
when  they  have  in  the  adjacent  mountains  fuch  plenty  of  good  ftonc,  for  nobler  fabricks. 
I  can  give  no  reafon  for  it,  unlefs  this  may  pafs  for  fuch  ;  that  thofe  who  firft  planted 
here,  finding  fo  dehcious  a  fituation,  were  in  hafte  to  come  to  the  enjoyment  of  it  ; 
and  therefore  nimbly  fet  up  thofe  extemporary  habitations,  being  unwilling  to  defer  their 
pleafure  fo  long,  as  whilit  they  might  erect'  more  magnificent  flrudures  :  which  pri- 
mitive example  their  fucceflbrs  have  followed  ever  fince".' 

But  however,  in  thefe  mud  walls  you  find  the  gates  and  doors  adorned  with  marble 
portals,  carved  and  inlaid  with  great  beauty  and  variety.  It  is  an  objeft  not  a  little  fur- 
prizing,  to  fee  mud  and  marble,  flute  and  fordidnefs,  fo  mingled  together. 
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In  the  infide,  the  houfes  difcover  a  very  difFerent  face  from  what  you  foe  v/ithour. 
Here  you  find,  generally,  a  large  fquare  court,  beautified  with  variety  of  frat^rant  trees, 
and  marble  fountains,  and  compafled  round  with  fplendid  apartments  and  dvians.  The 
duans  are  floored  and  adorned  on  the  fides  with  variety  of  marble,  mixed  in  Mofaic 
knots  and  mazes.  The  ceilings  and  traves  are,  after  the  Turkifh  manner,  richly 
painted  and  gilded.  They  have,  generally,  artificial  fountains  fpringing  up  before  them 
in  marble  bafons  ;  and,  as  for  carpets  and  cufliions,  are  furnifhed  out  to  the  height 
of  luxury.  Of  thefe  duans  they  have,  generally,  feveral  on  all  fides  of  the  court,  being 
placed  at  fuch  different  points,  that  at  one  or  other  of  them,  you  may  always  have  either 
the  fhade  or  the  fun,  which  you  pleafe. 

Such  as  I  have  defcribed  was  the  houfe  we  went  to  fee ;  and  I  was  told  the  reft 
referable  the  fame  defcription. 

In  the  next  place  we  went  to  fee  the  church  of  St.  John  Baptifl;,  now  converted  into  a 
mofque,  and  held  too  facred  for  chriflians  to  enter,  or  almoit  to  look  into.  However, 
we  had  three  fiiort  views  of  it,  looking  in  at  three  feveral  gates.  Its  gates  are  vaftly 
large,  and  covered  with  brafs,  (lamped  all  over  with  Arab  charaftei-s,  and  in  feveral 
places  with  the  figure  of  a  chalice,  fuppofed  to  be  the  ancient  enfign  or  arms  of  the 
Mamalukes.  On  the  north  fide  of  the  church  is  a  fpacious  court,  which  I  could  not 
conjecture  to  be  lefs  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  long,  and  eighty  or  one  hundred 
broad.  The  court  is  paved  all  over,  and  enclofed  on  the  fouth  fide  by  the  church,  on 
the  other  three  fides  by  a  double  cloifter.  fupported  by  two  rows  of  granite  pillars  of  the 
Corinthian  order,  exceeding  lofty  and  beautiful. 

On  the  fouth  fide  the  church  joins  to  the  bazars,  and  there  we  had  an  opportunity 
juft  to  peep  into  it.  It  is  within  fpacior.s  and  lofty,  built  w'th  three  ifles,  between  which 
are  rows  of  poUfhed  pillars  of  a  iurpriiing  beauty  ;  unlefs,  perhaps,  we  were  tempted  to 
over  value  what  was  fo  fparingly  permits  d  to  our  Purvey. 

In  tliis  church  are  kept  the  head  of  St.  John,  and  fome  other  relicks  efteemed  fo  holy, 
that  it  is  death  even  for  a  Turk  to  prefume  to  go  into  the  room  where  they  arc  kept- 
We  were  told  here  by  a  Turk  of  good  fi^Oiion,  that  Chrift  was  to  defcend  into  this 
mofque  at  the  day  of  judgment,  as  Mahomet  was  to  do  into  that  of  Jerufalcm  ;  but 
the  ground  and  reafon  of  this  tradition,  I  could  not  learn. 

From  the  church  we  went  to  the  caftle,  which  Hands  about  tv/o  furlongs  diflant^ 
towards  the  weft.  It  is  a  good  building  of  the  ruftic  inimner ;  in  length  it  is  three 
hundred  and  forty  paces,  and  in  breadth  fomewhat  lefs.  We  were  admitted  but  juft 
within  the  gate,  where  wefaw  (tore  of  ancient  arms  and  armour,  the  fpoils  of  the  chrif- 
tlans  in  former  times.  Amongft  the  artillerv  v.ms  an  old  Roman  ballfta  ;  but  this  was  a. 
place  not  long  to  be  gazed  upon  by  fuch  as  we  were.  At  the  eafl  end  of  the  caflle 
there  hangs  down  in  the  middle  of  the  wall  a  fhr)rt  c'l.in  cut  in  ifone  ;  of  what  ufc  I 
know  not,  unlefs  to  boaft  the  fkill  of  the  artifice  ;■. 

Leaving  this  place  we  went  to  view  the  bazars,  which  we  found  crowded  with 
people,  but  deftitufe  of  any  thing  elfe  worth  obforving. 

ThurlUay,  April  29. — Very  early  this  morning  we  went  to  fee  the  yearly  great  pomp 
of  the  Hadgees  fetting  out  on  their  pilgrimage  to  Mecca  j  Oflan,  bafla  of  Tripoli, 
being  appointed  their  emir  or  conductor  for  this  vear.  Vov  our  better  fecurity  from  the- 
infolences  of  the  over  zealous  votaries,  we  hired  a  fliop  in  one  of  the  ba:^ars  through 
which  they  were  to  pafs. 

In  this  famous  calvalcade  there  came  firft  forty- fix  dellees,  that  is,  religious  mad- 
men, carrying  each  a  filk  flrcamcr,'  mixed  either  of  red  and  green,  or  c(  ydlow  and 
green ;  after  thefe  came  three  troops  of  fcgmen,  an  or  Jer  of  foldiers  amongft  the 
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Turks ;  and  next  to  them,  fome  troops  of  fpaliees,  another  order  of  foldiery.  Thcfe 
were  followod  by  eit^ht  CMinpanlos  of  mu;;ruhincs  (I'o  the  Turks  call  the  Barbarofes)  oh 
foot :  thefe  were  fellows  of  a  very  formidable  afped,  and  were  defigned  to  be  left  in  a 
earrifon,  maintained  by  the  Turks  fomewhere  in  the  dciart  of  Arabia,  and  relieved  every 
year  wirh  frefli  men.  In  the  midft  of  the  mu'^rubines,  there  paffed  fix  fmall  pieces  of 
ordnance.  In  the  next  place  came  on  foot  the  foldiers  of  the  caftle  of  Damalcus,  fan- 
taftically  armed  with  coats  of  mail,  gauntlets,  and  other  pieces  of  old  armour.  Thcfe 
were  followed  by  troops  of  janizaries,  and  their  aga,  all  mounted.  Next  were  brought 
the  bafl'a's  two  horfe  tails,  ufliered  by  his  aga  of  the  court ;  and  next  after  the  tails  fol- 
lowed fix  led  horfes,  all  of  excellent  Ihape,  and  nobly  furnilhcd.  Over  the  faddlc  there 
was  a  girt  upon  eacii  led  horfe,  and  a  large  filver  target  gilded  with  gold. 

After  thefe  horfes  came  the  mahmal.  This  is  a  large  pavilion  of  black  filk,  pitched 
upon  the  back  of  a  very  great  camel,  and  fpreading  its  curtains  all  round  about  the 
"bead  down  to  tlie  ground,  The  pavilion  is  adorned  at  top  with  a  gold  ball,  and  wilh 
gold  fringes  round  about.  The  camel  that  carries  it  wants  not  alio  his  ornaments 
of  large  ropes  of  beads,  fifh-fhells,  fox-tails,  and  other  fuch  fantaftical  finery  hanged 
upon  his  head,  neck,  and  legs.  All  this  is  defigned  for  the  (late  of  the  alcoran,  which  is 
placed  with  great  reverence  under  the  pavilion,  where  it  rides  in  flate  both  to  and  from 
TNIecca.  The  alcoran  is  accompanied  with  a  rich  new  carpet  which  the  Grand  Signior 
lends  every  year  for  the  covering  of  Mahomet's  tomb,  having  the  old  one  brought  back 
m  return  for  it,  which  is  efteemed  of  an  ineflimable  value,  after  having  been  fo  long 
next  neighbour  to  the  prophet's  rotten  bones.  The  bead  which  carries  this  facred  load, 
has  the  privilege  to  be  exempted  from  all  other  burdens  ever  after. 

After  the  mahmal  came  another  troop,  and  with  them  the  balTa  himfelf ;  and  lafl 
of  all,  twenty  loaded  camels,  with  which  the  train  ended,  having  been  three  quarters  of 
an  hour  in  pafling. 

Having  obferved  what  we  could  of  this  fhew  (which  perhaps  was  never  feen  by  Franks 
before),  we  went  to  view  fome  other  curiofities.  The  firll  place  we  came  to  was  the 
Ager  Damafcenus,  a  long  beautiful  meadow,  juft  without  the  city,  on  the  wed  fide. 
It  is  divided  in  the  middle  by  that  branch  of  the  river  Barrady  which  fupplies  the  city; 
and  is  taken  notice  of,  becaufe  of  a  tradition  current  here,  that  Adam  was  made  of  the 
earth  of  this  field. 

Adjoining  to  the  Ager  Damafcenus  is  a  large  hofpital  ;  it  has  within  it  a  pleafant  fquare 
rnurt,  enclofed  on  the  fouth  fide  by  a  ftately  mofque,  and  on  its  other  fides  with 
■cloiders,  and  lodgings  of  no  contemptible  dru<hture. 

Returning  from  hence  homeward,  we  were  fliewn  by  the  way  a  very  beautiful 
"bagnio  ;  and  not  far  from  it  a  coffee-houfe  capable  of  entertaining  four  or  five  hundred 
people,  fiiaded  over  head  with  trees,  and  wth  matts  when  the  boughs  fail.  It  had  two 
quarters  for  the  reception  of  gueds ;  one  proper  for  the  fummer,  the  other  for  the 
winter.  That  defigned  for  the  fummer  was  a  fmall  ifland,  walhed  all  round  with  a  large 
fwift  dream,  and  fliadcd  over  head  with  matts  and  trees.  We  found  here  a  multitude 
of  Turks  upon  the  duans,  regaling  themfelves  in  this  pleafant  place;  there  being  nothing 
which  they  behold  with  fo  much  delight  as  greens  and  water :  to  which  if  a  beautiful 
face  be  added,  thay  have  a  proverb,  that  all  three  together  make  a  perfecl  antidote 
againd  melancholy. 

In  the  afternoon,  we  went  to  vifit  the  houfe  which,  they  fay,  was  fometime  the  houfe 
of  Ananias,  the  redorer  of  fight  to  St.  Paul.  AQ.sg.iy.  The  place  diewn  for  it  is 
(according  to  the  old  rule)  a  fmall  grotto  or  cellar,  affording  nothing  remarkable,  but 
only  that  there  are  in  it  a  chridian  altar,  and  a  Turkidi  praying  place,  feated  nearer  to 
(each  other,  than  well  agrees  with  the  nature  of  fuch  places. 

Our 
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Our  next  walk  was  out  of  the  eafl;  gate,  in  order  to  fee  the  place  (they  fay)  of  St- 
Paul's  vifion,  and  what  elfe  is  obfervable  on  that  fide.  The  place  of  the  vifion  is  about 
half  a  mile  diftant  from  the  city,  eriflward  ;  it  is  clofe  by  the  way  fide,  and  has  nc 
buildin'T  to  diUinguifli  it,  nor  do  I  believe  it  ever  had;  only  there  is  a  fmall  rock  or 
heap  of  gravel  which  ferves  to  point  out  the  place. 

About  two  furlongs  nearer  the  city,  is  a  fmall  timber  ftruclure  refembling  the  cage 
of  a  country  borough.  Within  it  is  an  altar  eredlcd  ;  there  you  are  told,  the  holy 
Apoftle  refted  for  lome  time  in  his  way  to  this  city,  after  his  vifion,  Acts  9.  8. 

Being  returned  to  the  city,  we  were  fhewn  the  gate  at  which  St.  Paul  was  let  down 
in  a  balket.  Acts  9.  25.  This  gate  is  at  prefent  walled  up,  by  reafon  of  its  vicinty  to  the 
ealt  gate,  which  renders  it  of  httle  ufe. 

Entering  again  into  the  city,  we  went  to  fee  the  great  patriarch  refiding  in  this 
city.  He  was  a  perfon  of  about  forty  years  of  age.  The  place  of  his  refidence  was 
mean,  and  his  perlon  and  converfe  promifed  not  any  thing  extraordinary.  He  told 
me  there  were  more  than  one  thoufand  two  hundred  fouls  of  the  Greek  communion 
in  that  city. 

Friday,  April  30. — The  next  day  we  went  to  vifit  the  g-ardens,  and  to  fpend  a  day 
there.  The  place  where  we  difpofed  of  ourfelves  was  about  a  mile  out  of  town.  It 
afforded  us  a  very  pleafant  fummer-houfe,  having  a  plentiful  dream  of  water  running 
through  it.  The  garden  was  thick  fet  with  truit  trees,  but  without  any  art  or  order- 
Such  as  this,  are  all  the  gardens  hereabouts  ;  only  with  this  odds,  that  fome  of  them 
have  their  fummer-houfes  more  fplendid  than  others,  and  their  waters  improved  into 
greater  variety  fountains. 

In  vifiting  thefe  gardens,  Franlcs  are  obliged  either  to  walk  on  foot,  or  elfe  to  ride 
upon  alfes  ;  the  infolence  of  the  Turks  not  allowing  them  to  mount  on  horfeback.  To 
ferve  them  upon  thefe  occafions,  here  are  hackney  aifes  always  ftanding  ready  equipped 
for  hire.  \Vhen  you  are  mounted,  the  mailer  ot  the  afs  follows  his  bcalt  to  the  place 
whither  you  are  difpofed  to  go ;  goading  him  up  behind  with  a  fharp  pointed  Itick, 
which  makes  him  difpatch  his  fbge  with  great  expedition.  It  is  apt  fometimes  to  give 
a  little  difgufl  to  the  generous  traveller,  to  be  forced  to  fiibmit  to  fiich  marks  of  fcorn  ; 
but  there  is  no  remedy  ;  and  if  the  traveller  will  take  my  advice,  his  beil  way  will  be  to 
mount  his  afs  contentedly,  and  to  turn  the  affront  into  a  motive  of  recreation,  as 
we  did.  Having  Ipent  the  day  in  the  garden,  we  returned  in  the  evening  to  the 
convent. 

Saturday,  Mav  i. — The  next  day  we  fpent  at  another  garden,  not  far  diflant  from 
the  former ;  but  far  (.xceeding  it  ui  the  beauty  of  its  fummer-huufe,  and  the  variety  of 
its  fountains. 

Sunday,  May  2. — We  wont,  as  many  of  us  as  were  difpofed,  to  Sydcinaiia,  a  Greek 
convent  ahdut  four  hours  dillaat  from  Damafcus,  to  the  northward,  or  north  by  eaft  ;. 
the  road,  excepting  only  two  fleep  afcents,  is  very  good.  In  this  flage  we  paflcd  by  two- 
villages,  the  iirll  called  Tall,  the  fecond  Meneen.  At  a  good  dillance  oji  the  right 
hand  is  a  very  high  hill,  reported  to  be  the  fame  on  which  Cain  ;uid  Abel  offered  their 
fncrifices  ;  and  where  alio  the  former  flew  his  brother,  fetting  the  firft  example  of  blood' 
flied  to  the  world. 

Sydomiiia  is  fituated  at  the  farther  fide  of  a  large  vale  on  the  top  of  a  rock.     The- 
rock  is  cut  with  ffeps  all  up,  without  which  it  would  be  inaccellible.     It  i>  fenced   all 
round  at  the  top  with   a.  flrong  wall,   which   indoles  the  convent.     It   is  a  place  of 
very   mean   ffrudure,  and  contains    nothing   in  it  extraordinary,  but    only  the  wuie 
made  here,  which,  indeed,  is  moll   excellent.     Thii  place  was  at  firft  founded  and. 

:  B  2.  endowed. 
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rndowed  by  the  emperor  Juftinian.  It  is  at  prefent  pofl'eflbd  by  twenty  Greek 
inonks,  and  forty  nuns,  who  leem  to  live  proniifcuoufly  together,  without  any  order 
or  !•  paration. 

Here  are  upon  this  rock,  and  within  a  little  compafs  round  about  it,  no  lefs  than  fix- 
tccn  churches  or  oratories,  dedicated  to  fcveral  names,  TIic  firfl;  to  St.  John  ;  Itcond 
to  St.  Paul ;  third,  to  St.  Thomas  ;  fourth,  to  St.  Bahylas  ;  fifth,  to  S<.  Barbara  ;  fixth, 
to  St.  Chriltopher;  feventh,  to  St.Jofeph  ;  eighth,  to  St. Lazarus  ;  nijith,  to  the  bleffed 
Virgin  ;  tenth,  to  St.  Demetrius  ;  eleventh,  to  St.  Saba  ;  tweltUi,  to  St.  Peter  ;  thir- 
teenth, to  St.  George  ;  fourteenth,  to  All  Saints ;  fifteenth,  to  the  iVlcenfion ;  fix- 
tecnth,  to  the  Transfiguration  of  our  Lord  ;  from  all  which,  we  may  well  conclude  this 
place  wp.s  held  anciently  in  no  fmall  repute  for  fanclity.  Many  of  thefe  churches  I 
actually  vifited ;  but  found  them  fo  ruined  and  defolate,  that  1  had  not  courage  to 
go  to  all. 

In  thf  chapel  made  ufe  of  by  the  convent  for  their  daily  fervices,  they  pretend  to 
Akw  a  great  miracle,  done  here  fome  years  fince  ;  of  which  take  this  account,  as  I  re- 
ceived it  from  then^. 

They  had  once  in  the  church  a  little  picture  of  the  blefled  Virgin,  very  much  refortcd 
to  by  luppiicants,  and  famous  for  the  m;my  cures  and  blefhngs  granted  la  return  to  their 
prayers.  It  happened  that  a  certain  facrilegious  rogue  took  an  opportunity  to  fteal 
away  this  mir.^.culous  picture  ;  but  he  had  not  kept  it  long  in  his  cuftody,  when  he  found 
it  metamorpliofcd  into  a  real  body  of  lielh.  Being  ilruck  with  wonder  and  remorfe  at 
fo  prodigious  an  event,  he  carried  back  the  prize  to  its  true  owners,  confeffing  and 
imploring  torgivenefs  for  his  crime.  The  monks  having  recovered  fo  great  a  jewel, 
and  being  willing  to  prevent  fuch  another  difafter  for  the  future,  thought  fit  to  depofit 
it  in  a  finall  cheft  of  ftone ;  and  placing  it  in  a  httle  cavity  in  the  wall  behind  the 
high  altar,  fixed  an  iron  grate  before  it,  in  order  to  fecure  it  from  any  fraudulent  at- 
tempts for  the  future.  Upon  the  grates  there  are  hanged  abundance  of  little  toys  and 
trinkets,  being  the  offerings  of  many  votaries  in  return  for  the  fuccefs  given  to  their 
prayers  at  this  Ihrine.  Under  the  fame  cheft  in  which  the  incarnate  pifture  was  depo- 
fited,  they  always  place  a  imall  filver  bafon,  in  order  to  receive  the  diitillation  of  an 
holy  oil,  which  they  pretend  iffues  out  from  the  inclofed  image,  and  does  wonderful 
cures  in  many  diftempers,  efpecially  thofe  affec"t:ing  the  eyes. 

On  the  eaft  fide  of  the  rock  is  an  ancient  fepulchre  hollowed  in  the  firm  ftone.  The 
joom  is  about  eight  yards  fquare,  and  contains  in  its  fides  (as  I  remember)  twelve  chefts 
for  corpfes.  Over  the  entrance  there  are  carved  fix  ftatues  as  big  as  the  life,  ftanding 
in  three  niches,  two  in  each  niche.  At  the  pedcftals  of  the  ftatues  may  be  obferved  a  few 
Greek  words,  which  as  far  as  I  was  able  to  difcern  them  in  their  prefent  obfcurity  are  as 
follows : 


ETOTCI*  -  - 
IOTA  6>  APTe 
tuIAIPCe  KAI 
ITPeirKT  rTNH 
Under  thefrJI. 


i[ot]a^  *i[ai 
n]  niRcc 
[k]ai  aomncina 

FTNH 
Under  the  fecond. 


lOTA<a?AHMH 

TPioc  ka[ia[pi] 

AANH  rT[NH] 
nANTAC  enoiOT[N] 
Under  the  third  niihe. 


A  gentleman  in  our  company  and  myfelf  have  reafon  to  remember  this  place,  for  an 
cfcape  v.e  had  in  it.  A  drunken  janizary  pafting  under  the  window  where  we  were, 
chanced  to  have  a  drop  of  wine  thrown  out  upon  his  veft.  Upon  which  innocent  pro- 
vocation, he  prefented  his  piftol  at  us  in  at  the  window  ;  had  it  gone  off,  it  muft  have 

been 
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been  fatal  to  one  or  both  of  us,  who  fate  next  the  place.     But  It  pleafcd  God  to  rcftrain 
his  fury.     This  cveninp;  we  returned  again  to  Damafcus. 

Monday,  May  3. — This  morning  we  went  to  fee  the  itreet  called  Straight,  A£ls  9.  1 1. 
It  is  about  half  a  mile  in  length,  running  from  call  to  weft  through  the  citv.  It  being 
narrow,  and  the  houfes  jutting  out  in  feveral  places  on  both  fides,  you  cannot  have  a 
clear  profpect  of  its  length  and  flraightnefs.  In  this  flreet  is  Ihewn  the  houfe  of  Judas, 
with  whom  St.  Paul  lodged  ;  and  in  the  fame  houfe  is  an  old  tomb,  laid  to  be  Ananias's  ; 
but  how  he  Ihould  come  to  be  buried  here,  they  could  not  tell  us,  nor  could  we  guefs  ; 
his  own  houfe  being  fhewn  us  in  another  place.  However,  the  Turks  have  a  reverence 
for  this  tomb,  and  maintain  a  lamp  always  burning  over  it. 

In  the  afternoon,  having  prefented  the  convent  with  ten  per  man  for  our  kind  recep- 
tion, we  took  our  leaves  of  Damafcus,  and  fliaped  our  courfe  for  Tripoli ;  def.gning  in 
the  way  to  fee  Balbeck,  and  the  cedars  of  Libanus.  In  order  to  this,  we  returned  the 
fame  way  by  which  we  came  ;  and  eroding  the  river  Barrady  again  at  the  bridge  of 
Dummar,  came  to  a  village  of  the  fame  name  a  little  farther,  and  there  lodged  this 
night.     We  travelled  this  afternoon  three  hours. 

Tuefday,  May  4. — This  morning  we  left  our  old  road,  and  took  another  more 
northerly.  In  an  hour  and  a  half  we  came  to  a  fmall  village  called  Sinie ;  jull  by 
•which,  is  an  ancient  ftrufture  on  the  top  of  an  high  hill,  fuppofed  to  be  the  tomb  of 
Abel,  and  to  have  given  the  adjacent  country  in  old  times  the  name  of  a\bilene. 
The  fratricide  alfo  is  faid  by  fome  to  have  been  committed  in  this  place.  The  tomb  is 
thirty  yards  long  ;  and  yet  it  is  here  believed  to  have  been  but  juft  proportioned  to  the 
ftature  of  him  who  was  buried  in  it.  Here  we  entered  into  a  narrow  gut,  between  two 
fteep  rocky  mountains,  tlie  river  Barrady  running  at  the  bottom.  On  the  other  (ide 
of  the  river  were  feveral  tall  pillars,  which  excited  our  curiofity,  to  go  and  take  a  nearer 
view  of  them.  We  found  them  part  of  the  front  of  fome  ancient,  and  very  magnificent 
edifice,  but  of  what  kind  we  could  not  conjefture. 

We  continued  upon  the  banks  of  Barrady,  and  came  In  three  hours  to  a  vil- 
lage called  Maday  ;  and  in  rwo  hours  more  to  a  fountain  called  Ayn  il  Hawra, 
where  we  lodged.  Our  whole  flage  was  fomewhat  lefs  than  feven  hours  ;  our  courfe 
near  north  weft. 

Wednefday,  May  5. — This  morning  we  pafled  by  the  fountain  of  Barrady,  and  came 
in  an  hour  and  two  thirds  to  a  village  called  Surgawich.  At  this  place  we  left  the 
narrow  valley,  in  which  wc  had  travelled  ever  fince  the  morning  before,  and  afcended  the 
mountain  on  the  left  hand.  Having  fpent  in  crofling  it  two  hours,  we  arrived  a  fecond 
time  in  the  valley  of  Bocat ;  here,  fleering  northerly  directly  up  the  valley,  we  arrived 
In  three  hours  at  Balbeck.  Our  ftage  this  day  was  near  feven  hours,  and  our  courfe  near 
about  welt. 

At  Balbeck  we  pitched  at  a  place  lefs  than  half  a  mile  diftant  from  the  towni,  eaU- 
ward,  near  a  plentiful  and  delicious  fountain,  which  grows  immediately  into  a 
brook  ;  and  running  down  to  Balbeck,  adds  no  fmall  pleafure  and  convenience  to  the 
place. 

In  the  afternoon  wc  walked  out  to  fee  the  city.  But  we  thought  fit,  before  we 
entered,  to  get  licenfe  of  the  governor,  and  to  proceed  with  all  caution.  Being 
taught  this  necefl'ary  care  by  the  example  of  fome  worthy  Englifh  gentlemen  of  our 
fadory,  who  vifiting  this  place  In  the  year  1689,  in  their  return  from  Jcrufalom,  and 
fufpefting  no  mifchicf,  were  bafely  intrigued  by  the  people  here,  ajid  forced  to  redeem 
their  lives  at  a  great  fum  of  money. 

Balbeck  is  fuppofed  to  be  the  ancient  Heliopolis,  or  City  of  the  Sun ;  for  that  the 
7  word 
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word  imports.  Its  ^rcfcnt  Arab,  which  is  perhaps  its  mod  ancient  name,  inclines  to  the 
fame  importance.  For  Baal,  though  it  imports  all  idols  in  general,  of  whatfoever 
fcx  or  condition,  yet  it  is  very  often  appropriated  to  the  fun,  the  fovereign  idol  of  this 
country. 

The  city  enjoys  a  mod  delightful  and  commodious  fituation  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the 
valley  of  Bocat.  It  is  of  a  fquare  figure,  compalled  with  a  tolerable  good  wall,  in 
which  are  tower  all  round  at  equal  diftances.  It  extends,  as  far  as  I  could  guefs  by  the 
eye,  about  two  furlongs  on  a  fide.  Its  houfes  within  are  all  of  the  meaneit  ftrudure, 
fuch  as  are  ufually  fcen  in  Turkilh  villages. 

At  the  fouth  weft  fide  of  the  city  is  a  noble  ruin,  being  the  only  curiofity  for  which 
this  place  is  wont  to  be  vifited.  It  was  anciently  a  heathen  temple ;  together  with 
fome  other  edifices  belonging  to  it,  all  truly  magnificent ;  but  in  latter  times  thefe 
ancient  (huc^ures  have  been  patched  and  pieced  up  with  feveral  other  buildings,  con- 
verting the  whole  into  a  caftle,  under  which  name  it  goes  at  this  day.  The  adjectitious 
buildings  are  of  no  mean  architedlure,  but  yet  eafily  diftinguifliable  from  what  is  more 
ancient. 

Coming  near  thefe  ruins,  the  firft  thing  you  meet  with  is  a  little  round  pile  of  building, 
all  of  marble.  It  is  encircled  with  columns  of  the  Corinthian  order,  very  beautiful, 
which  fupport  a  cornice  that  runs  all  round  the  ftrufture,  of  no  ordinary  ftate  and 
beauty.  This  part  of  it  that  remains,  is  at  prefent  in  a  very  tottering  condition, 
but  yet,  the  Greeks  ufe  it  for  a  church  ;  and  it  were  well  if  the  danger  of  its  falling, 
which  perpetually  threatens,  would  excite  thofe  people  to  ufe  a  little  more  fervour 
in  their  prayers  than  they  generally  do ;  the  Greeks  being  feemingly  the  molt 
undevout  and  negligent  at  their  divine  fervice  of  any  fort  of  people  in  the  chriftian 
world. 

From  this  ruin  you  come  to  a  large  firm  pile  of  building,  which  though  very  lofty  ?.nd 
compofed  of  huge  fquare  ftones,  yet  I  take  to  be  part  of  the  adjectitious  work  ;  for  one 
fees  in  the  infide  fome  fragments  of  images  in  the  walls  and  ftones,  with  Roman  letters 
upon  them,  fet  the  wrong  way.  In  one  ftonewe  found  graven  divis.  and  in  another 
line  Mosc.  Through  this  pile  you  pafs  in  a  ftately  arched  walk  or  portico,  one  hundred 
and  fifty  paces  long,  which  leads  you  to  the  temple. 

The  temple  is  an  oblong  fquare,  in  breadth  thirty  two  yards,  and  in  length  fixty  four,, 
of  which  eighteen  were  taken  up  by  the  ^pc^a.^  or  anti-temple  ;  which  is'  now  tumbled 
down,  the  pillars  being  broke  that  fuftaincd  it.  The  body  of  the  temple,  which  now 
ftands,  is  encompalled  with  a  noble  portico,  fupported  by  pillars  of  the  Corinthian, 
order,  meafuring  fix  feet  and  three  inches  in  diameter,  and  about  forty-five  feet  in 
height,  confining  all  of  three  ftones  a  piece.  The  diftance  of  the  pillars  from  each 
other,  and  from  the  wall  of  the  temple,  is  nine  feet.  Of  thefe  pillars  there  are  four- 
teen on  each  fide  of  the  temple  and  eight  at  the  end,  counting  the  corner  pillars  in 
both  numbeis. 

On  the  capitals  of  the  pillars. there  runs  all  round  a  ftately  architrave,  and  cornice 
rarely  carved.  The  portico  is  covered  with  large  ftones  hollowed  arch-wife,  extending 
between  the  columns  and  the  wall  of  the  temple.  In  the  center  of  each  ftone  is 
carved  the  figure  of  fome  one  or  other  of  the  heathen  gods  or  goddefles,  or  heroes. 
1  remember  amongft  the  reft  a  Ganymede,  and  the  eagle  flying  away  with  him,  fo, 
livciy  done,  that  it  excellently  reprefented  the  fenfeof  that  verfe  in  Martial, 

lllxfum  timidis  urguibus  hxGt  onu& 
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The  gate  of  the  temple  is  twenty-one  feet  wide ;  but  how  high  could  not  be 
meafured,  it  being  in  part  filled  up  with  rubbifli.  It  is  moulded  and  beautified  all 
round  with  exquifite  fculpture.  On  the  nethermofl  fide  of  the  portal,  is  carved  a 
Fame  hovering  over  the  head  as  you  enter,  and  extending  its  wings  two  thirds  of  the 
breadth  of  the  gate ;  and  on  each  fide  of  the  eagle  is  defcnbed  a  Y.v.ae  likewife  upon 
the  wing.  The  eagle  carries  in  its  pounces  a  caduceus,  and  in  his  bj.ik  the  ftrin  jjs  or 
ribbons  coming  from  the  ends  of  two  feftoons,  whofe  other  ends  are  held  and  fup- 
ported  on  each  fide  by  the  two  Fames.  The  whole  feemed  to  be  a  piece  of  admirable 
fculpture. 

The  mcafure  of  the  temple  within,  is  forty  yards  in  length,  and  twenty  in 
breadth.  In  its  walls  all  round  are  two  rows  of  pilafters,  one  above  the  other  ;  and 
between  the  pilafters  are  niches,  which  feem  to  have  been  defigncd  for  the  recep- 
tion of  idols.  Of  thefe  pilallers,  there  are  eight  in  a  row,  on  each  fide ;  and  of 
the  niches  nine. 

About  eight  yards  diflance  from  the  upper  end  of  the  temple,  (lands  part  of  two 
fine  channelled  pillars ;  which  feem  to  have  made  a  partition  in  that  place,  and  to 
have  fupported  a  canopy  over  the  throne  of  the  chief  idol,  whofe  flation  appiears  to  have 
been  in  a  large  niche  at  this  end.  On  that  part  of  the  partition  which  remains,  are  to  be 
feen  carvings  in  relievo,  reprefenting  Neptune,  tritons,  fiflies,  fea-gods,  Arion  and  his 
dolphin,  and  othtr  marine  figures.  The  covering  of  the  whole  fabrick.  is  totally 
broken  down,  but  yet  this  I  mull  fay  of  the  whole,  as  it  now  ftands,  that  it  flrikes  the 
mind  with  an  a^i-  of  greatnefs  beyond  any  thing  that  I  ever  faw  before,  and  is  an  emi- 
nent proof  of  the  magnificence  of  the  ancient  architeSure. 

About  fifty  yards  diflant  from  the  temple,  is  a  row  of  Corinthian  pillars,  very  great 
and  lofty  ;  with  a  mofl  (lately  architrave  and  cornice  at  top.  This  fpeaks  itfelf  to  have 
been  part  of  foine  very  augufl  pile,  but  what  one  now  fees  of  it  is  but  juft  enough  to 
give  a  regret  that  there  (liould  be  no  more  of  it  remaining. 

Here  is  another  curiofity  of  this  place,  which  a  man  had  need  be  well  aflured  of  his 
credit  before  he  ventures  to  relate,  left  he  fliould  be  thought  to  ftrain  the  privilege  of  a 
traveller  too  far.  That  which  I  mean  is  a  large  piece  of  the  old  wall  or  riff I'foA'^, 
which  encompaflcd  all  thefe  ftrudures  laft  defcribed.  A  wall  made  of  fuch  monftrous 
great  ftones,  that  the  natives  hereabouts  (as  it  is  ufual  in  things  of  this  ftrangc  nature) 
afcribe  it  to  the  architedure  of  the  devil.  Three  of  the  ftones,  which  were  larger  than 
the  reft,  we  took  the  pains  to  meafure,  and  found  them  to  extend  fixty-one  yards  in 
length  ;  one  twenty-one,  the  other  two  each  twenty  yards.  In  deepnefs  they  were 
four  yards  each,  and  in  breadth  of  the  fiime  dimcnfion.  Thefe  three  ftones  lay  in  one 
and  the  fame  row,  end  to  end.  The  reft  of  the  wall  was  made  alfo  of  great  ftones, 
but  none  I  think,  fo  great  as  thefe.  That  which  added  to  the  wonder  was,  that  thefe 
ftones  were  lifted  up  into  the  wall,  more  than  twenty  foot  from  the  ground. 

In  the  fide  of  a  fmall  afcent,  on  the  eaft  part  of  the  town,  ftood  an  old  fingle  column 
of  the  Tufcan  order,  about  eighteen  or  nineteen  yards  high,  and  one  yard  and  a  half  iii 
diameter.  It  had  a  channel  cut  in  its  fide  from  the  bottom  to  the  top  j  from  whence 
we  judged  it  might  have  been  erefted  for  the  fake  of  raifing  water. 

At  our  return  to  our  tents,  we  were  a  little  ])erplexed  by  the  fervants  of  the  mofolem, 
about  our  caphar.  We  were  contented  at  laft  to  juilge  it  at  ten  per  Frank,  and  live  per 
fervant,  rather   than  we  would  engage  in  a  long  difpute  at  fuch  a  place  as  this. 

Near  the  place  where  we  were  lodged  was  an  old  mofque,  and  (as  I  faid  before)  a 
£ne  fountain.     This  latter  had  been  anciently  beautified  with  foine  handfomc  ftone- 
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vork  round  it,  which  was  now  almoft  ruined  ;  however,  it  afforded  us  this  imperfcA 
infcription : 

BAeneiN  AeAOKe:M6)??ccTeKMNeoN 

XPYC0>nLAE^CZ<:iCC0ClBIOCTe  mctac 
•yACiPTeMTN=PeCTinHriiI0NnOAY 

rsxtiicGeoAoroiTorocioxznicEoiio?. 

Thurfday,  May  6. — Early  this  morning  we  departed  from  Balbeck,  direfting  our 
courfe  ftrni<Tht  acrofs  the  valley.  As  we  pafled  by  the  walls  of  the  city,  we  oblerved. 
many  ftones  infcribed  with  Roman  letters  and  names  ;  but  all  confufed,  and  fome 
placed  upfide  down  :  which  demonftrates  that  the  materials  of  the  walls  were  the  ruins 
of  tiie  ancient  city. 

In  one  place  we  found  thefe  letters,'^RMiPTiTVEPR,  in  other  thefe,  vari — ;  in 
anotl'.er,  neris  ;  in  others  lvcil — ,  and  severi,  and  celnae,  and  firmi;  all 
which  ferve  only  to  denote  the  refort  which  the  Romans  had  to  this  place  in  ancient 
times. 

In  one  hour  we  paffed  by  a  village  called  Ye  ad  ;  and  in  an  hour  more  went  to  fee 
an  old  monumental  pillar,  a  little  on  the  right  hand  of  the  road.  It  was  nineteen 
yards  high,  and  five  feet  in  diameter  of  the  Corinthian  order.  It  had  a  table  for  an 
infcription  on  its  north  fide,  but  the  letters  are  now  perfectly  erafed.  In  one  hour 
more  we  reached  the  other  fide  of  the  valley,  at  the  foot  of  Mount  Anti-Libanus. 

We  immediately  afcended  the  mountain,  and  in  two  hours  came  to  a  large  cav^ity 
between  the  hills,  at  the  bottom  of  which  was  a  lake  called  by  its  old  Greek  name, 
Limone.  It  is  about  three  furlongs  over,  and  derives  its  waters  from  the  melting  of 
the  fnow.  By  this  lake  our  guides  would  have  had  us  (laid  all  night ;  affuring  us 
that  if  we  went  up  higher  in  the  mountains,  we  (hould  be  forced  to  lie  amongfl:  the 
fnow :  but  we  ventured  that,  preferring  a  cold  lodging,  before  an  unwholefome  one. 
Having  afcended  one  hour,  we  arrived  at  the  fnow  ;  and  proceeding  amongfl  it  for  one 
hour  and  a  half  more,  we  then  chofe  out  as  warm  a  place  asAve  could  find  in  fo  high  a 
region  ;  and  there  we  lodged  this  night  upon  the  very  top  of  Libanus.  Our  whole 
ftage  this  day  was  feven  hours  and  a  half. 

Libanus  is  in  this  part  free  from  rocks,  and  only  rifes  and  falls  with  fmall,  eafy  un- 
evermefs,  for  feveral  hours  riding  ;  but  is  perfectly  barren  and  defolate.  The  ground, 
where  not  concealed  by  the  fnow,  appeared  to  be  covered  with  a  fort  of  white  flates  thin 
and  fmooth.  The  chief  benefit  it  fervcs  for,  is,,  that  by  its  exceeding  height,  it  proves  a 
confervatory  for  abundance  of  fnow,  which  thawing  in  the  heat  of  fummer,  affords 
fupplies  of  water  to  the  rivers  and  fountains  in  the  valleys  below.  We  faw  in  the 
fnow,  prints  of  the  feet  of  feveral  wild  beafls,  which  are  the  fole  proprietors  of  thefe 
upper  p^rts  of  the  mountains. 

Friday,  May  7. — The  next  morning  we  went  four  hours  almofl  perpetually  upon 
deep  fnow ;  which,  being  frozen,  bore  us  and  our  horfes  ;  and  then  defcending  for 
about  one  hour,  came  to  a  fountain  called,  from  the  name  of  an  adjacent  village,  Ayn 
Jl  Hadede.     By  this  time  we  were  got  into  a  milder  and  better  region. 

Here  was  the  place  where  we  were  to  ftrike  out  of  the  way,  in  order  to  go  to  Cano- 
biac  and  the  Cedars.  And  fome  of  us  went  upon  this  delign,  whilft  the  refl  chofe 
rather  to  go  directly  for  Tripoli,  to  which  wc  had  not  now  above  four  hours.     We  took 
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with  US  a  guide,  who  pretended  to  be  well  acquainted  vvifh  the  way  to  Canoblne ;  but 
he  proved  an  ignorant  direiS^or ;  and  after  he  had  led  us  about  for  feveral  hours  iu 
intricate  and  untrodden  mazes  ainongfi;  the  mountains,  finding  him  perfedly  at  a  lofs, 
we  were  forced  to  forfake  our  intended  vifit  for  the  prefent,  and  to  ftcer  directly  for 
Tripoli ;  where  we  arrived  late  at  night,  and  were  again  entertained  by  our  worthy 
friends,  Mr.  conlul  Haftings  and  Mr.  Fifher,  with  their  wonted  iViendlhip  and 
generofity. 

Saturday,  May  8.— In  the  afternoon  Mr.  conful  Haftings  carried  us  to  fee  the  caftle 
of  Tripoli.  It  is  pleafantly  fituate  on  a  hill,  commanding  the  city  ;  but  has  neither  arms 
nor  ammunition  in  it,  and  ierves  rather  for  a  prifon  than  a  garrifon.  There  was  fhut  up 
in  it  at  this  time  a  poor  chriftian  prifoner,  called  Sheck  Eunice,  a  Maronite.  He  was 
one  that  had  formerly  renounced  his  faith,  and  lived  for  many  years  in  the  Mahometan 
religion  ;  but  in  his  declining  age,  he  both  retraced  his  apoftacy,  and  died  to  atone  for 
it ;  for  he  was  impaled  by  order  of  the  bafl'a  two  days  after  we  left  Tripoli.  This 
punifhment  of  impaling  is  commonly  executed  amongft  the  Turks  for  crimes  of  the 
higheft  degree  ;  and  is  certainly  one  of  the  greateft  indignities  and  barbarities  that  car* 
be  offered  to  human  nature.  The  execunon  is  done  in  this  manner.  They  take  a  poft 
of  about  the  bignefs  of  a  man's  leg,  and  eight  or  nine  feet  long,  and  make  it  very  fliarp 
at  one  end.  'I'his  they  lay  upon  the  back  of  the  criminal,  and  force  him  to  carry  it  ti> 
the  place  of  execution  ;  imitating  herein  the  old  Roman  cuftom,  of  compelling  male- 
fadors  to  bear  their  crofs.  Being  arrived  at  the  fatal  place,  they  thruft  in  the  ilake  at 
the  fundament  of  the  perfon  who  is  the  miferable  fubjed  of  this  doom  ;  and  then  taking 
him  by  the  legs,  draw  on  his  body  upon  it,  until  the  point  of  the  flake  appears  at  his 
(houlders.  After  this  they  erefl;  the  ftake,  and  faften  it  in  a  hole  dug  in  the  ground. 
The  criminal,  fitting  in  this  pofture  upon  it,  remains  not  only  ftill  alive,  but  alfo  drinks, 
fmokes,  and  talks,  as  one  perfedly  fenfible  ;  and  thus  fome  have  continued  for  twenty- 
four  hours.  But  generally  after  the  tortured  wretch  has  remained  in  this  deplorable 
and  ignominious  pofture  an  hour  or  two,  fome  one  of  the  ftanders-by  is  permitted  to 
give  him  a  gracious  ftab  to  the  heart  j  lb  putting  an  end  to  his  unexpreflible 
mifery. 

Sunday,  May  9. — Defpairing  of  any  other  opportunity,  I  made  another  attempt  this 
day  to  fee  the  Cedars  and  Canobine.  Having  gone  for  three  hours  acrofs  the  plain  of 
Tripoli,  I  arrived  at  the  foot  of  Libanus  ;  and  from  thence  continually  afcending,  not 
witliout  great  fatigue,  came  in  four  hours  and  a  half  to  a  fmall  village  called  Eden,  and 
in  two  hours  and  a  half  more  to  the  Cedars. 

The  noble  trees  grow  amongft  the  fnow  near  the  higheft  part  of  Lebanon  ;  and  are 
remarkable  as  well  for  their  own  age  and  largenefs,  as  for  thofe  ff-equent  allufions  made 
to  them  in  the  word  of  God.  Here  are  fome  of  them  very  old,  and  of  a  prodigious 
bulk  ;  and  others  younger  of  a  finaller  fize.  Of  the  former  I  could  reckon  up  only 
fixteen  ;  and  the  latter  arc  very  numerous.  I  meafured  one  of  the  largeft,  and  found 
it  twelve  yards  fix  inches  in  girt,  and  yet  found ;  and  tliirty-feven  yards  in  the  ipread 
of  its  boughs.  At  about  five  or  fix  yards  from  the  ground,  it  was  divided  into  five 
limbs,  each  of  which  was  equal  to  a  great  tree. 

After  about  half  an  hour  fpent  in  furvcying  this  place,  the  clouds  began  to  thicken, 
and  to  fly  along  upon  the  ground,  which  fo  obfcured  the  road,  that  my  guide  was  very 
much  at  a  lofs  to  find  our  way  back  again.  We  rambled  about  for  fevcn  hours  thus 
bewildered,  which  gave  me  no  finalf  fear  of  being  forced  to  Ipend  one  niglu  more  at 
Eibanus.     But  at  liift,  after  a  long  cxercife  of  pains  and  patience,  ve  arri\e'd  at  the 
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way  that  goes  down  to  Canobine ;  where  I  arrived  by  that  time  it  was  dark, 
and  found  a  kind  reception,  anfwerable  to  the  groat  need  I  had  of  it,  after  fo  long 
a  fatigue. 

Canobine  is  a  convent  of  the  Maronites,  and  the  feat  of  tlie  patriarch,  who  is  at 
prefent  F.  Stephanas  Edenenfis,  a  perfon  of  great  learning  and  humanity.  It  is  a  very 
mean  (Irufture,  but  its  fituation  is  admirably  adapted  for  retirement  and  devotion  ;  for 
there  is  a  very  deep  rupture  in  the  fide  of  Libanus,  running  at  lead  feven  hours  travel 
diretflly  up  into  the  mountain.  It  is  on  both  fides  exceeding  fteep  and  high^ 
cloathed  with  fragrant  greens  from  top  to  bottom,  and  every  where  refrefhed  with 
fountains,  falling  down  from  the  rocks  in  pleafant  cafcades ;  the  ingenious  work  of 
Nature.  Thefe  flreams,  all  uniting  at  the  bottom,  make  a  full  and  rapid  torrent,  whofe 
agreeable  murmuring  is  heard  all  over  the  place,  and  adds  no  Imall  pleafure  to  it. 
Canobine  is  feated  on  the  north  fide  of  this  chafm,  on  the  lleep  of  the  mountain,  at 
about  the  mid-way  between  the  top  and  the  bottom.  It  ihmds  at  the  :nouth  of  a  great 
cave,  having  a  few  fmall  rooms  fronting  outward,  that  enjoy  the  light  of  the  llin  ;  the 
•refl  are  all  under  ground.  It  had  for  its  founder  the  emperor  I'heodofius  the  Great, 
and  though  it  has  been  feveral  times  rebuilt,  yet  the  patriarch  afTured  me,  the  church 
was  of  the  primitive  foundation.  But  whoever  built  it,  it  is  a  mean  fabric,  and  no 
great  credit  to  its  founder.  It  (lands  in  the  grot,  but  fronting  outwards  receives  a  little 
light  from  that  fide.  In  the  fame  fide  there  were  alfo  hanged  in  the  wall  two  fmall 
bells,  to  call  the  monks  to  their  devotions  ;  a  privilege  allowed  no  where  elfe  in  this 
country  ;  nor  would  they  be  fufiered  here  but  that  the  Turks  are  far  enough  oft"  from 
the  hearing  of  them. 

The  valley  of  Canobine  was  anciently  (as  it  well  deferves)  very  much  reforted  to  for 
religious  retirement.  You  fee  here  Itill  hermitages,  cells,  monaflieries,  almofh  without 
number.  There  is  not  any  little  part  of  rock  that  jets  out  upon  the  fide  of  the  moun- 
tain, but  you  generally  fee  fome  little  flrudlure  upon  it  for  the  reception  of  monks  and 
hermits  ;  though  few  or  none  of  them  are  now  inhabited. 

Monday,  May  i  o. — After  dinner  I  took  my  leave  of  the  patriarch,  and  returned  to 
Tripoli.  I  fleered  my  conrfe  down  by  a  narrow  oblique  path,  cut  in  the  fide  of  the 
rupture,  and  found  it  three  hours  before  I  got  clear  of  the  mountain,  and  three  more 
afterwards  before  I  came  to  Tripoli. 

Tuefday,  May  1 1 . — This  dav  we  took  our  leaves  of  our  worthy  Tripoli  friends,  in 
order  to  return  for  Aleppo.  We  had  fome  debate  with  ourfelves,  whether  we  fhould 
take  the  fame  way  which  we  came  when  outward-bound,  br  a  new  one  by  EmifTa 
Hempfe  and  Hamal.  But  we  had  notice  of  fome  diflurbances  upon  this  latter 
road  ;  fo  we  contented  ourfelves  to  return  by  the  fame  way  we  came  ;  for  having  had 
enough  by  this  time  both  of  the  pleafure  and  of  the  fatigue  of  travelling,  we  were 
willing  to  put  an  end  to  both,  the  nearefl  and  fpeedieft  way.  All  that  occurred  to  us 
new,  in  thefe  days  travel,  was  a  particular  way  ufed  by  the  country  people  in 
gathering  their  com  ;  it  being  now  harvefl  time.  They  plucked  it  up  by  handfuls  from 
the  roots  ;  leaving  the  moll  fruitful  fields  as  naked  as  if  nothing  had  ever  grown  on 
them.  This  was  their  praftice  in  all  places  of  the  Eafl  that  I  have  feen  ;  and  the  reafon 
is,  that  they  may  lofe  none  of  their  llraw,  which  is  generally  very  fhort,  and  neceffary 
for  the  fuflenance  of  their  cattle  ;  no  hay  being  here  made.  I  mention  this  becaufe  it 
feems  to  give  light  to  that  expreffion  of  the  Pfalmifl,  ps.  129.  6,  '  Which  withereth 
before  it  be  plucked  up,'  where  there  feems  to  be  a  manifell  allufion  to  this  cuflom. 
Our  new  traiiflation  renders  this  place  otherwife  j  but  in  fo  doing  it  differs  from  mofl, 
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or  all  other  copies  ;  and  here  we  may  truly  fay,  the  old  is  the  better.  There  is, 
indeed,  mention  of  a  mower  in  the  next  verfe  ;  but  then  it  is  fuch  a  mower  as  fills  not 
his  hand  ;  which  confirms  rather  than  weakens  the  preceding  interpretation. 

Returning,  therefore,  by  our  former  ftages,  without  any  notable  alteration  or  occur- 
rence, we  came  in  eight  days  to  the  Honey  Kane  ;  at  which  place  we  found  many  of 
our  Aleppine  friends ;  who,  having  heard  of  our  drawing  homeward,  were  come  to 
meet  us,  and  welcome  us  home.  Having  dined  together,  and  congratulated  each  other 
upon  our  happy  re-union,  we  went  onward  the  fame  evening  to  Aleppo. 

Thus,  by  God's  infinite  mercy  and  protection,  we  were  reftored  all  in  fafety  to  our 
refpeQive  habitations.  And  here,  before  I  conclude,  I  cannot  but  take  notice  of  one 
thing  more,  which  I  fhould  earncflly  recommend  to  the  devout  and  grateful  remem- 
brance of  every  perfon  engaged  in  this  pilgrimage,  viz.  that  amongil  fo  jrreat  a  com- 
pany as  we  were,  amidft:  fuch  a  multiplicity  of  dangers  and  cafualties,  fuch  varieiy  of 
food,  airs,  and  lodgings  (very  often  none  of  the  befl),  there  was  no  one  of  us  that  came 
to  any  ill  accident  throughout  our  whole  travels ;  and  only  one  that  fell  fick  by  the 
confequences  of  the  journey  after  our  return  ;  which  I  efleem  the  lefs  diminution  to  fo 
fingular  a  mercy,  in  regard  that  amongfl:  fo  many  of  my  dear  friends  and  fellow 
travellers,  it  fell  to  my  own  fhare  to  be  the  fufferer. 


Since  the  Book  was  printed  of,  the  two  fo/lowing  Letters,  relating  to  the  fame  Subjedy 
were  communicated  by  the  Reverend  Mr.  OJhorn,  Fellow  of  Exeter  College ;  to  whom 
they  wcrefent  by  the  Author,  in  anfwer  to  fome  Que/iions  propofed  by  him. 

Sir, 
1  RECEIVED  yours  of  June  27,  1698,  and  returned  you  an  anfwer  to  it  in  brief, 
about  three  months  fince ;  promifing  to  fupply  what  was  then  wanting  at  fome  other 
opportunity ;  which  promife  I  fliall  wow  make  good.  You  defired  an  account  of  the 
Turks,  and  of  our  way  of  living  amongfl  them.  As  to  the  former,  it  would  fill  a 
volume  to  write  my  whole  thoughts  about  them.  I  (hall  only  tell  you  at  prefent,  that 
I  think  they  are  very  far  from  agreeing  with  that  characT:er  which  is  given  of  them  in 
Chriftendom  ;  efpeciaily  for  their  exaft  juftice,  veracity,  and  other  mortal  virtues  :  upon 
account  of  which  I  have  fometimes  heard  them  mentioned  with  very  extravagant 
commendations,  as  though  they  far  exceeded  chriflian  nations.  But  I  mud  profefs 
myfelf  of  another  opinion  ;  for  the  chrillian  religion,  how  much  foever  we  live  below 
the  true  fpirit  and  excellency  of  it,  muft  (lill  be  allowed  to  difcover  fo  much  power  upon 
the  minds  of  it's  profeflbrs,  as  to  raife  them  far  above  the  level  of  a  TurkUh 
virtue.  It  is  a  maxim  that  I  have  often  heard  from  our  merchants,  that  a  Turk 
will  always  cheat  when  he  can  find  an  opportunity.  Friendfliip,  generofity,  and 
wit  (in  the  Englifli  notion),  and  delightful  converfe,  and  all  the  qualities  of  a  refined 
and  ingenuous  fpirit,  are  perfect  ftrangers  to  their  minds  ;  though  in  traffic  and  worldly 
negociations,  they  are  acute  enough  ;  and  are  able  to  carry  the  accounts  of  a  large 
commerce  in  their  heads,  without  the  help  of  books,  by  a  natural  arithmetic, 
improved  by  cuflom  and  ncceflity.  Their  religion  is  framed  to  keep  up  great  outward 
gravity  and  folenmity,  without  begetting  the  leaft  good  tincture  of  wildoni  or  virtue 
in  the  mind.     You  (hall    have  them  at  their    hours  of  prayer  (which   are  four  a 
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day  always)  addrefTing  thcmfelvcs  to  their  devotions  with  the  mofl  folemn  and  critical 
wafliinps,  always  in  the  moll  public  places,  where  molt  people  are  paifing  ;  with  moft 
lowly  and  molt  regular  proftrations,  and  a  hollow  tune  ;  which  are,  amongft  them,  the 
preat  excellencies  of  prayer.  I  have  feen  them  in  an  affeded  charity,  give  money  to 
bird-catchers  (who  make  a  trade  of  it)  to  reflore  the  poor  captives  to  their  natural 
liberty,  and  at  the  fame  time  hold  their  own  Haves  in  the  heaviefl:  bondage.  And  at  other 
times  they  will  buy  flclh  to  relieve  indigent  dogs  and  cats;  and  yet  curfe  you 
with  famine  and  pellilence,  and  all  the  moll  hideous  execrations :  in  which  way  thefe 
Eaftcrn  nauons  have  certainly  the  moft  exquifite  rhetoric  of  any  people  upon  earth. 
They  know  hardly  any  pleafure  but  that  of  the  fixthfenfe.  And  yet  with  all  this,  they 
are  incredibly  conceited  of  their  own  religion,  and  contemptuous  of  that  of  others  ; 
which  I  take  to  be  the  great  artiiice  of  the  Devil,  in  order  to  keep  them  his  own.  They 
are  a  perfect  vifible  comment  upon  our  blefled  Lord's  defcription  of  the  Jewifh  pha- 
rifees.  In  a  word,  luft,  arrogance,  covetoufnefs,  and  the  moft  exquifite  hypocrify  com- 
pleat  their  character.  The  only  thing  that  ever  I  could  obfrrve  to  commend  in  them, 
is  the  outward  decency  of  their  carriage,  the  profound  refpect  they  pay  to  religion  and 
to  every  thing  relating  to  it,  and  their  great  temperance  and  frugality.  The 
dearnefs  of  any  thing  is  no  motive  in  Turkey,  though  it  be  in  England,  to  bring 
it  into  fafliion. 

As  for  our  living  amongft  them,  it  is  with  all  poflible  quiet  and  fafety,  and  that  is  all 
we  defire,  their  converfation  being  not  in  the  leaft  entertaining.  Our  delights  are 
among  ourfelves  ;  and  here  being  more  than  forty  of  us,  we  never  want  a  moft  friendly 
and  pleafant  converfation.  Our  way  of  life  refembles,  in  fome  meafure,  the  acade- 
mical. We  live  in  feparate  fquares,  (hut  up  every  night  after  the  manner  of  col- 
leges. We  begin  the  day  conftantly,  as  you  do,  with  prayers  ;  and  have  our  fet 
times  for  bufmefs,  meals,  and  recreations.  In  the  winter  we  hunt  in  the  moft  delightful 
campaign  twice  a  week  ;  and  in  the  fummer  go  as  often  to  divert  ourfelves  under  our 
tents,  with  bowling  and  other  exercifes  ;  fo  that  you  fee  we  want  not  divertifements,  and 
thefe  all  innocent  and  manly.  In  ftiort,  it  is  my  real  opinion,  that  there  is  not  a  fociety 
out  of  England  that,  for  all  good  and  defirable  qualities,  may  be  compared  to  this. 
But  enough  of  this  confufion,  which  I  would  have  fliortened  and  put  in  better  order  if 
I  had  dme. 

March  lo,  169S-9. 

Sir, 
AS  for  your  queftions  about  Gchazi's  pofterity,  and  the  Greek  excommunications,  I 
have  little  to  aniwer  ;  but  yet  I  hope  enough  to  give  you  and  your  friend  fatisfaction. 
When  I  was  in  the  Holy  Land,  I  faw  feveral  that  laboured  under  Gehazi's 
diftemper,  but  none  that  could  pretend  to  derive  his  pedigree  from  that  perfon.  Some 
of  them  were  poor  enough  to  be  his  relations,  pardcularly  at  Sichem  (now  Naplofu) 
there  were  no  lefs  than  ten  (the  fame  number  that  was  cleanfed  by  our  Saviour  not  lar 
from  the  fame  place)  that  came  a  begging  to  us  at  one  time.  Their  manner  is  to  come 
with  fmall  buckets  in  their  hands,  to  receive  the  alms  of  the  charitable ;  their  touch 
being  ftill  held  infectious,  or  at  leaft  unclean.  The  diftemper,  as  I  faw  it  in  them,  was 
very  different  from  what  I  have  feen  it  in  England ;  for  it  not  only  defiles  the  whole 
furface  of  the  body  with  a  foul  fcurf,  but  alio  deforms  the  joints  of  the  body,  particu- 
larly thofe  of  the  wrifts  and  ancles  ;  making  them  fwell  with  a  gouty  fcrofulous  fub- 
ftance,  very  loathfome  to  look  upon.  I  thought  their  legs  refembled  thofe  of  old 
bittered  horfes,  fuch  as  are  often  feen  in  drays  in  England.     The  whole  diftemper, 
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indeed,  as  it  there  appeared,  was  fo  noifome  that  it  might  well  pafs  for  the  utmoft  cor- 
ruption of  the  human  body  on  this  fide  the  grave.  And  certainly  the  infpired  pen-men 
could  not  have  found  out  a  fitter  emblem,  whereby  to  exprefs  the  uncleannefs  and 
odioufnefs  of  vice.  But  to  return  to  Gchuzi :  it  is  no  wonder  if  the  defcent  from  him 
be  by  time  obfcurcd,  feeing  the  beft  of  the  Jews,  at  this  time  of  day,  are  at  a  lofs  to  make 
out  their  genealogies.  But  befides,  1  lee  no  necefTity  in  fcripture  for  his  lines  being 
perpetuated.  The  term  (for  ever)  is,  you  know,  often  taken  in  a  limited  fenfe  in  holy 
writ,  of  "  which  the  defignation  of  Phineas's  family  to  the  priefthood.  Numb. 
25.  13,  may  ferve  foF  an  inftance.  His  pofterity  was,  you  know,  cut  entirely  off 
from  the  priefthood,  and  that  transferred  to  Eli  (who  was  one  of  another  line)  about  300 
years  after. 

I  have  enquired  of  a  Greek  prieft,  a  man  not  deflitute  either  of  fenfe  or  probity, 
about  your  other  queftion.  He  pofitively  affirmed  it,  and  produced  an  inftance  of  his 
own  knowledge  in  confirmation  of  it.  He  faid,  that  about  fifteen  years  ago,  a  certain 
Greek  departed  this  life  without  abfolution,  being  under  the  guilt  of  a  crime  which 
involved  him  in  the  fentence  of  excommunication,  but  unknown  to  the  church.  He 
had  chriflian  burial  given  him  ;  and  about  ten  years  after,  a  fon  of  his  dying,  they  had 
occafion  to  open  the  ground  near  where  his  body  was  laid,  in  order  to  bury  his  fon  by 
him,  by  which  means  they  difcovercd  his  body  as  entire  as  when  it  was  firft  laid  in 
the  grave.  The  fhroud  was  rotted  away,  and  the  body  naked  and  black,  but  perfeftly 
found.  Report  of  this  being  brought  to  the  bifhop,  he  immediately  fufpedled  the 
caufe  of  it ;  and  fent  feveral  priefls  (of  whom  the  relator  was  one)  to  pray  for  the  foul 
of  the  departed,  and  to  abfolve  hini  at  his  grave  ;  which  they  had  no  fooner  done,  but 
(as  the  relator  goes  on)  the  body  inftantly  diflblvcd  and  fell  into  dull  like  flacked 
lime,  and  fo  (well  fatislied  with  the  effect  of  their  abfolution)  they  departed.  This 
was  delivered  to  me  vcrbo  faccrdoih.  The  man  had  hard  fortune  -iiot  to  die  in  the 
Romifli  communion,  for  then  his  body  being  found  fo  entire,  would  have  entitled  him 
to  faintfhip  ;  for  the  Romanifts,  as  I  have  both  heard  and  fcen,  are  wont  to  find  out 
and  maintain  the  relics  of  faints  by  this  token.  And  the  fame  fign,  which  p  oves  an 
anathema  maranatha  amongll  the  Greeks,  demonilrates  a  faint  aniongft  the  papifts  ; 
perhaps  both  equally  in  the  right. 

April  12, 1700. 


AN  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  AUTHOR'S  JOURNEY  FROM  ALEPPO  TO  THE 
RIVER  EUPHRATES,  THE  CITY  BEER,  AND  TO  MESOPOTAMIA. 

"WE  fet  out  from  Aleppo,  April  17,  1699,  and  fleering  eaft-north-eafl,  fomewhat 
lefs,  we  came  in  three  hours  and  a  half  to  Surbafs. 

Tuefday,  April  18. — Wc  came  m  three  hours  and  a  half  to  Bczay,  palling  by  Bab, 
where  there  is  a  good  aquedutl>  Dyn  il  Daab",  to  wTiich  you  defcend  by  about  thirty 
fteps;  and  Lcdiif,  a  pUafant  village.  Ourcourfe  thus  far  was  eafl  and  by  north.  In 
the  afternoon  we  advanced  three  hours  further,  tourfe  north  eaft,  to  an  old  ruined  place, 
Ibrmerly  of  fomc  confideration,  called  Acamy  ;  it  is  fituated  in  tiie  wildernefs  on 
a  hill  cncompaiVcd  by  a  valley ;  it  was  large,  and  had  the  footltcps  of  fomo  fynunetry, 
good  walls  and  buildings. 

•  Tlic  diiUia  of  Daab. 

Wcducfday, 
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Wedncfday,  April  1 9. — We  went  cail  ajid  by  north,  and  in  four  hours  arrived  at 
Bnmbych.  1  his  place  has  no  remnants  of  its  ancient  greatnefs  but  its  walls,  which 
may  be  traced  all  round,  and  cannot  be  lefs  than  three  miles  in  compafs.  Several  frag- 
ments of  them  remain  on  the  eaft  fide,  efpecially  at  the  eafl  gate  ;  and  another  piece  of 
eighty  yards  long,  with  towers  of  large  fquare  ftone  extremely  well  built.  On  the 
north  fide  I  found  a  ftone  with  the  bufts  of  a  man  and  woman,  large  as  the  life  ;  and 
under,  two  eagles  carved  on  it.  Not  far  from  it,  on  the  fide  of  a  large  well,  was  fixed 
a  flone  with  three  figures  carved  on  it,  in  baflb  relievo.  They  were  two  fyrens,  w  hich 
twining  their  fiftiy  tails  together,  made  a  feat,  on  which  was  placed  fitting  a  naked 
woman,  her  arms  and  the  fyrens  on  each  liue  mutually  entwined. 

On  the  weft;  fide  is  a  deep  pit  of  about  100  yards  diameter.  It  was  low,  and  had 
now  water  in  it,  and  feemed  to  have  had  great  buildings  all  round  it,  with  the 
pillars  and  ruins  of  which  it  is  now  in  part  filled  up ;  but  not  fo  much  but  that  there 
was  ftill  water  in  it.  Here  are  a  multiiude  of  fubterraneous  aqueducts  brought  to  this 
city ;  the  people  attefted  no  fewer  than  fifty.  You  can  ride  no  where  about  the  city 
without  feeing  them.  We  pitched  by  one  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  eaft  of  the  city, 
which  yields  a  fine  ilream  ;  and,  emptying  itfelf  into  a  valley,  waters  it,  and  makes  it 
extremely  fruitful.  Here,  perhaps,  were  the  paftures  of  the  beafls  defigned  for  facri- 
fices.  Here  are  now  only  a  few  poor  inhabitants,  though  anciently  all  the  noi  th  fide 
was  well  inhabited  by  Saracens,  as  may  be  feen  by  the  remains  ot  a  noble  mofque  and  a 
bagnio  a  little  without  the  walls.  We  were  here  vifited  by  a  company  of  Begdelies, 
who  were  incamped  fome  hours  further  towards  Euphrates^  having  about  1000 
horfe  there. 

Thuifday,  April  20. — For  avoiding  the  Begdelies,  we  hired  a  guide,  who  conducted 
us  a  by-way.  We  travelled  north-north-eaft,  over  a  defert  ground,  and  came  in  three 
hours  to  a  fmall  rivulet  called  Sejour,  which  falls  into  the  Euphrates  about  three  hours 
below  Jerabolus.  In  about  two  hours  more  we  came  to  a  fine  fruitful  plain,  covered 
with  extraordinary  corn,  lying  between  the  hills  and  the  river  Euphrates.  In  about  an 
hour  and  a  half's  travelling  through  this  plain  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  we  came  to 
Jerabolus.  This  place  is  of  a  femicircular  figure,  its  flat  fide  lying  on  the  banks  of 
Euphrates  ;  on  that  fide  it  has  a  high  long  mount,  clofe  by  the  water,  very  ftecp.  It 
was  anciently  built  upon  (and  at  one  end  of  it  I  faw  fragments  of)  very  large  pillars,  a 
yard  and  a  half  diameter,  and  capitals  and  cornices  well  carved.  At  the  foot  of  the 
mount  was  carved  on  a  large  ftone  a  beaft  refembling  a  lion,  with  a  bridle  in  his  mouth, 
and  I  believe  anciently  a  perfon  fitting  on  it ;  but  the  ftone  is  in  that  part  now  broke 
away  ;  the  tail  of  the  beaft  was  couped. 

Round  about  this  place  are  high  banks  eaft  up,  and  there  is  the  footfteps  of  walls  on 
them.  The  gates  feem  to  have  been  well  built;  the  whole  was  2250  paces,  that  is 
yards,  in  circumference.  The  river  is  here  as  large  as  the  Thames  at  London  ;  a  long 
bullet-gun  could  not  (hoot  a  ball  over  it,  but  it  dropt  into  the  water.  Here  is  found  a 
large  ferpcnt,  which  has  legs  and  claws,  called  Woralla.  I  was  told  by  a  Turk,  that  a 
little  below  this  place,  when  the  river  is  low,  may  be  feen  the  ruins  of  a  ftone-bridge 
over  the  river  ;  for  my  own  part  I  faw  it  not,  nor  do  I  much  rely  on  the  Turk's  vera- 
city.  The  river  feemed  to  be  lately  fallen  very  fuddenly,  for  the  banks  were  freflily 
wet,  two  yards  and  more  above  the  water.     It  was  here  north  and  fouth. 

Friday,  April  21.— We  kept  clofe  on  the  banks  of  Euphrates,  and  in  two  hours  and 
a  halt  crolTtd  a  fine  rivulet  called  Towzad  ;  and  in  two  hours  more  arrived  over  againft' 
Beer,  and  pitched  on  a  flat,  clofe  by  the  river  fide.  Obferving  the  latitude  of  the  place 
by  my  quadrant,  I  found  the  angle  between  the  fun  and  the  zenith  to  be  22  degrees  ; 

and 
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and  the  declination  this  day  being   15  degrees   10  minutes,  the  whole  is  37  degrees 
ID  niiniites. 

Saturday,  April  22. — We  continued  at  our  flation,  not  daring  to  crofs  the  river,  for 
fear  of  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  chiah  of  the  bafhaw  of  Urfa,  who  was  then  at  Beer 
ordering  many  boats  of  corn  down  to  Bagdal.     We  were  fupplied,  at  the  fame  time 
with  provifions  by  Sheck  Afl'yne,  to  whom  we  made  returns. 

Sunday,  April  23. — The  chiah  being  now  departed,  Sheck  AlTyne  invited  us  over  to 
Beer  ;  we  crolfed  in  a  boat  of  the  country,  of  which  they  have  a  great  many,  this  being 
the  great  pafs  into  Mcfopotamia.  The  boats  are  of  a  miferable  fabric,  flat  and  open  in 
the  fore  part,  for  horfes  to  enter ;  they  are  large  enough  to  carry  about  four  horfes 
each.  Their  way  to  crofs  is,  by  drawing  up  the  boat  as  high  as  they  know  to  be  necef- 
fary,  and  then  with  wretched  oars  flriking  over,  flie  falls  a  good  way  down  by  the  force 
of  the  dream,  before  they  arrive  at  the  further  fide. 

Having  faluted  Aflyne,  we  were  conduced  to  fee  the  caflle;  which  is  a  large  old 
building  on  the  top  of  a  gr^at  long  rock,  feparated  by  a  great  gulph  or  natural 
bottom,  from  the  land.  At  firft  coming  within  the  gates,  which  are  of  iron,  we  faw 
feveral  large  globes  of  ftone  about  twenty  inches  diameter  ;  and  great  axles  of  iron, 
with  wheels,  which  were  entire  blocks  of  wood  two  feet  thick  in  the  nave,  and  cut 
fomewhat  to  an  edge  toward  the  periphery ;  and  fcrews  to  bend  bows  or  engines,  as 
alfo  feveral  brafs  held  pieces. 

Afcending  up  the  fides  of  the  rock  by  away  cut  obliquely,  you  come  to  the  caflle; 
At  firfl  entnuicc,  you  find  a  way  cut  under  ground  down  to  the  river.  In  the  caftle, 
the  principal  things  we  faw  were,  firfl  a  large  room  full  of  old  arms ;  I  faw  there  glafs 
bottles  to  be  fliot  at  the  end  of  arrows  ;  one  of  them  was  ftuck  at  the  end  of  an  arrow, 
with  four  pieces  of  tin  by  its  fides,  to  keep  it  firm.  Vafl  large  crofs  bows  and  beams, 
feemingly  defigncJ  for  battering  rams  ;  and  Roman  faddles  and  head-pieces  of  a  large 
fize,  fome  of  which  were  painted  ;  and  fome  large  thongs  for  bow-flrings,  and  bags  for 
Hinging  flones.  But  the  jealoufy  of  the  Turks  would  not  permit  us  to  flay  fo  long  as 
would  have  been  requifite  for  a  pcrfeft  examination  of  thcfe  antiquities. 

From  the  caflle  we  returned  to  Afl'yne,  and  were  civilly  treated.  In  the  evening  we 
went  up  into  the  country  of  Mefopotamia.  The  hills  are  chalky  and  fleep,  and  come 
clofeto  the  water  fide  whhout  a  plain  intervening,. as  it  is  upon  the  fide  of  Syria  ;  fo 
that  Beer  flands  on  t;)e  fide  of  a  hill.  However,  it  has  a  couple  of  fine  llreamsthat  run 
over  the  top  of  the  hill  ;  one  of  which  drives  two  mills,  and  fo  runs  down  to  the  city, 
which  is  well  walled.  In  the  fide  of  the  hill,  there  is  a  kane  underground,  cut  into  the 
rock,  with  fifteen  large  pillars  left  to  fupport  its  roof. 

Monday,  April  24. — We  left  Beer,  ajid  travelling  well,  came  in  three  hours  to  Nizib, 
a  place  well  lituated  at  the  headof  the  Towzad.  Here  is  an  old  fmall  church,  very 
ilrong  and  eiuire  ;  only  the  cupola  in  the  middle  of  the  crofs  is  broke  down,  and  its 
ipace  covered  with  leaves,  to  fi:  the  place  for  a  mofque.  I  believe  the  Turks  made  the 
places  to  \\  hich  they  turn  in  prayers,  empty  nitches,  to  fliew  that  they  worfhipped 
one  invifible  God,  not  to  be  reprelcnted  by  in. ages.  In  two  hours  we  came  from  Nizib 
to  a  good  chriflian  village  called  Uwur  ;  and  in  an  hour  and  a  half  more,  to  a  well  in 
tfie  defert. 

Tuefday,  April  25.  — We  travelled  well  neai*  two  hours  ;  and  came  through  a  fine 
country,  diverfificd  into  fiuall  hills  and  valleys,  to  a  village  called  Adjia,  having  left 
Silam  and  two  other  villages  on  the  right  hand.  At  Adjia  riles  the  river  of  Aleppo, 
from  a  large  fountain,  at  oiue  ;  and  juli.  above  it  runs  the  Sojour,  which  miglu  be  let 
into  it  by  a  fliort  cut  often  yards.     From  Adjia  our  courfe  was  well  north  well.     The 

banks 
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banks  of  the  Scjoiir  are  well  planted  witli  trees  and  villages.  In  two  little  hours  we 
came  to  ^ntab,  having  crofled  the  Sejour  at  a  bridge  about  three  quarters  of  an  hour 
before.  Leaving  the  city  on  the  right  hand,  we  pafled  under  its  walls,  and  pitched  about 
three  quarters  of  an  hour  from  it,  on  a  plain  field  on  the  banks  of  the  Sejour. 

Antab  Hands  moflly  on  a  hill,  having  a  caftle  on  a  round  mount,  at  its  north  fide, 
cxacUy  refcnibling  that  of  Aleppo,  though  much  lefs.  It  has  a  very  deep  ditch  round 
it ;  and  at  the  foot  of  the  mount  within  the  ditch,  is  a  gallery  cut  through  the  rock  all 
round  the  caftle,  with  portals  for  fliot ;  and  it  is  faced  with  ftone  walls,  where  the 
rock  was  not  ftrong  enough.  The  houfes  have  generally  no  upper  rooms  ;  the  bazars 
are  large.  I  faw  here  a  fine  ftone  very  much  rcfcmbling  porphyry  ;  being  of  a  red 
ground,  with  yellow  fpecks  and  veins,  very  gloffy.     It  is  dug  juli  by  Antab. 

Antab  is  doubtlefs  Antiochia  penes  Taurum  :  in  the  fkirts  of  which  it  ftands,  aiid  is 
not  far  diftant  from  the  highefl  ridge  :  it  is  about  two  thirds  as  big  as  Aleppo. 

Wednefday,  April  26. — We  pafled  through  a  fruitful  mountainous  country,  and  came 
in  feven  hours  and  a  quarter  to  Rowant  caltle.  It  ftands  on  the  top  of  a  round  fteep 
hill,  and  has  been  ftrong  for  the  times  it  was  built  in.  It  is  probably  a  Saracen 
fabrick,  and  is  now  in  ruins.  At  the  foot  of  the  hill  weftward  runs  the  river  Ephreen  ; 
its  courfe  is  fouth  fouth  weft.  Our  courfe  from  Antab  to  Rowant  was  north  weft  and 
by  north. 

Thurfday,  April  27.  —  We  continued  travelling  through  the  mountains,  which 
were  now  fomewhat  more  uneven  and  precipitous,  but  watered  every  where  with  fine 
fprings  and  rivulets.  In  about  fix  hours  we  aime  to  Corus  ;  our  courfe  was  fouth 
weft,  having  crofled  the  Ephreen  about  two  thirds  of  an  hour  before.  Juft  by 
Corus  is  the  river  Sabon,  that  is,  Chor  or  Char,  which  encompafles  moft  part  of  the 
chy. 

Corus  ftands  an  a  hill,  confifting  of  the  city  and  caftl?.  The  city  ftands  northerly  ; 
and  from  its  north  end  afcending,  you  come  at  laft  to  a  higher  hill  to  the  fouthward,  on 
which  ftands  the  caftle.  The  whole  is  now  in  ruins,  which  feems  to  have  been  very 
large,  walled  very  ftrongly  with  huge  fquare  ftones.  Within  are  obfervable  the  ruins, 
pillars,  &c.  of  many  noble  buildirgs.  On  the  weft  fide  there  is  a  fquare  enclofure  of 
great  capacity,  compafled  v.-ith  good  walls  and  five  gates,  which  admitted  into  it ;  as  one 
may  difccrn  by  the  ruins  of  them.     I  conjedtured  they  might  be  the  cathedral. 

Below  the  caftle  hill,  to  the  fouthward,  ftands  a  noble  old  monument.  It  is  fix 
fquare,  and  opens  at  fix  windows  above  ;  and  is  covered  with  a  pyramidical  cupola. 
In  each  angle  v.'ithin  is  a  pillar  of  the  Corinthian  order,  of  one  ftone;  and  there  is  a 
fine  architrave  all  round  juft  under  the  cupola,  having  had  heads  of  oxen  carved  on  it ; 
and  it  ends  a-top  with  a  large  c?.!''ui  of  the  Corinthian  order  ;  near  this  feveral  fepulchral 
altars,  of  which  only  one  has  a  Legible  infcription. 

Friday,  April  2 8. — We  left  Corus,  and  witiiout  the  town  about  half  a  mile  fouth 
eaft,  we  defcended  down  through  a  way  cut  obliquely  on  the  fide  of  a  precipice,  which 
leads  to  a  bridge  of  feven  arches  of  a  very  old  ftruclure,  over  the  river  Sabon.  And 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  further,  we  came  to  another  bridge  of  tliree  very  large  arches 
over  the  river  Ephreen.  Thefe  bridges  are  very  ancient,  and  well  built  of  fquare  ftone. 
Three  pillars  have  an  acute  angle  on  the  fide  againft  the  ftream,  and  a  round  buttrefs  en 
the  other  fide,  and  on  both  fides  are  niches  for  ftatucs.  They  were  well  paved  a-top 
with  large  ftones,  and  are  doubtlefs,  as  well  as  that  of  the  other  fide  of  the  town,  the 
work  of  the  excellent  and  magnificent  Theodorit. 

From  this  bridge  in  about  three  hours,  with  a  courfe  fouth  fouth  eaft,  or  fouth  eaft 
and  by  fouth,  we  arrived  at  Jan-Bolads.     From   Jan-Bolads  to  Chillis  is  one  hour 

and 
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and  two  thirds,  coiirfe  north  north  eafl.  Chillis  is  a  large  populous  town,  and  has 
fifteen  mofques  that  may  be  counted  without  the  town ;  and  it  has  large  bazars. 
Many  medals  are  found  here,  which  feeui  to  argue  it  to  be  ancient;  but  under  what 
name  I  know  not. 

Aleppo  bears  from  Jan-Bolads  fouth  and  by  eafl ;  Seck-Berukel  fouth  fouth  weft. 
An  hour  from  Jan-Bolads  is  Azafs.  And  two  hours  further,  we  lodged  in  the  plain, 
which  about  Chillis  and  Azafs  is  very  wide  and  no  lefs  fruitful.  This  country  is  always 
given  to  the  validea  or  grand-fignor's  mother. 

Saturday,  April  29. — We  arrived  by  God's  blefllng  fafe  in  Aleppo,  having  travelled 
about  five  hours  with  a  courfe  fouth  and  by  eaft. 


OF  THE  VALLEY  OF  SALT,  WHICH  IS  ABOUT  FOUR  HOURS 

FROM  ALEPPO. 

THIS  valley  is  of  two  or  three  hours  extent ;  we  were  three  quarters  of  an  hour  in 
crofling  one  corner  of  it.  It  is  of  an  exaft  level,  and  appears  at  a  diftance  like  a  lake  of 
water.  There  is  a  kind  of  a  dry  cruft  of  fait  all  over  the  top  of  it ;  which  founds, 
when  the  horfes  go  upon  it,  like  frozen  fnow  when  it  is  walked  upon.  There  are 
three  or  four  fmall  rivulets  empty  themfelves  into  this  place,  and  wafli  it  all  over,  about 
autumn,  or  when  the  rains  fall. 

In  the  heat  of  the  fummer  the  water  Is  dried  off,  and  when  the  fun  has  fcorched  tl:e 
ground,  there  is  found  remaining  the  cruft  of  fait  aforcfaid  ;  which  they  gather  and 
feparaie  into  feveral  heaps,  according  to  the  degrees  of  finenefs;  fome  being  exquifitely 
white,  others  alloyed  with  dirt. 

It  being  foft  in  fome  places,  our  horfes  hoofs  ftruck  in  deep  ;  and  there  I  found  in 
one  part  a  fott  brown  clay,  in  another  a  very  black  one,  which  to  the  tafte  was  very 
ialt,  though  deep  in  the  earth.  Along  on  one  fide  of  the  valley,  viz.  that  towards 
Gibul,  there  is  a  fmall  precipice  about  two  men's  lengths,  occafioned  by  the  continual 
taking  away  the  fait  ;  and  in  this  you  may  fee  how  the  veins  of  it  lie.  I  broke  a 
piece  ot  it,  of  which  that  part  that  was  expofed  to  the  rain,  lun,  and  air,  though  it  had 
the  fparks  and  particles  of  lalt,  yet  it  had  perfedly  loft  its  favour,  as  in  St.  Matthew, 
chap.  5.  The  inner  part,  which  was  connected  to  the  rock,  retained  its  favour,  as  I 
found  by  proof. 

In  feveral  places  of  the  valley,  we  found  that  the  thin  cruft  of  fait  upon  the  furfacc, 
bulged  up,  as  if  fome  infeft  working  under  it  had  raifed  it ;  and  taking  o!T  the  pan. 
we  lound  under  it  elllorefcenccs  of  pure  fait  Ihot  out  according  to  its  proper  figure. 

At  the  neighbouring  village  Gibul,  is  kept  the  magazines  of  fait,  where  you  find 
great  mountains  (as  I  may  fay)  of  that  mineral,  ready  for  fale.  The  valley  is  farmed  oi 
the  grand  iignior  at  1 200  dollars  per  annum. 
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A  JOURNAL  FROM  GRAND  CAIRO  TO  MOUNT  SINAI, 

AND  BACK  AGAIN, 

IN  COMPANY  WITH  SOME  MISSIONAUIES  DE  PROPAGANDA  FIDE 

AT  GRAND  CAIRO, 

TRANSLATED  FROM  A  MANUSCRIPT  WRITTEN  BY  THE  PREFETTO  OF  EGYPT, 

i5y  the  Right  Rev.  Robert  Clayton,  Lord  Bifhop  of  Clogher. 


TO  THE  SOCIETY  OF  ANTIQUARIES,  LONDON, 

Gentlemen, 

BEING  polTeffed  of  the  original  Journal  from  Grand  Cairo  to  Mount  Sinai,  mentioned 
by  my  -worthy  friend  Dr.  Pococke,  in  his  Travels  through  the  Eafl*  ;  which  was 
vjitten  by  the  Prefetto  of  the  Francifcans  in  Egypt,  who  fet  out  from  the  Convent  de 
Propaganda  fide  at  Grand  Cairo,  A.  D.  1722,  I  think  proper  to  communicate  to  you  a 
tranflation  of  it,  in  hopes  of  exciting  you,  who  are  now  ereded  into  a  Society  of  An- 
tiquaries, to  make  fome  enquiry  into  thofe  ancient  charafters,  which  as  we  learn  from 
it,  are  difcovered  in  great  numbers  in  the  wildernefs  of  Sinai,  at  a  place  well  known  by 
the  name  of  Gebel  el  INlokatab,  or  the  Written  Mountains,  which  are  fo  particularly 
defcribed  in  this  Journal,  that  it  is  impoflibie  for  an  inquifitive  traveller  to  be  at  a  lofs 
in  his  fearches  after  them.  By  carefully  copying  a  good  quantity  of  thefe  letters,  I 
Should  apprehend,  that  the  ancient  Hebrew  charafter,  which  is  now  loft,  may  be 
recovered. 

1  do  not  fuppofe  fuch  a  copy  of  them,  as  would  be  fufficient  for  the  end  propofed, 
could  be  taken  by  any  traveller  in  the  time  ordinarily  allowed  for  a  journey  between 
("airo  and  Mount  Sinai  ;  but  I  imagine,  if  a  perfon  wasfent  on  purpofe  to  live  for  fome 
time  at  Tor,  on  the  coaft  of  the  Red-fea,  he  might  make  fuch  an  acquaintance  with  the 
Arabs  living  near  the  Written  Mountains,  by  the  civility  of  his  behaviour,  and  by  fre- 
quently making  them  fmall  prcfents,  that  it  would  be  no  great  difficulty  in  fix  months, 
or  thereabouts,  to  attain  the  defired  end. 

As  this  will  require  a  good  capacity  and  induftry  in  the  perfon  employed,  and  like- 
wife  muft  be  attended  with  fome  expence,  I  do  not  know  to  whom  I  can  apply  more 
properly,  than  to  your  honourable  fociety,  to  look  out  for  a  fuitable  perfon  to  be  em- 
ployed on  this  errand.  As  to  the  expence,  I  am  willing  to  bear  any  proporUon  of  it 
which  you  fhall  think  proper,  in  order  to  have  this  defign  thoroughly  effefted. 

•  "  In  one  of  tlie  roads  from  the  convent  to  Suez,  there  is  exaflly  fuch  aii'jther  ftone  as  the  rock  of 
^NTatTa  and  Mcribjth  in  KcphiJim.  with  the  fame  fort  of  openings  all  down,  and  the  figns  where  the  water 
nu.  1  was  defiroiis  to  pafs  by  it  on  my  TCtutn,  but  unfortunately  was  led  another  way.  I  aflced  the 
Arabs  abiiiit  it,  who  told  me  it  was  hkcwife  called  the  Stone  of  Mofes,  and  that  ihey  judged  it  had  the  fame 
virtue*  as  the  other.  The  fiift  account  I  had  of  it,  I  ran  very  much  depend  upon,  being  from  a  manufcript 
j<  urr.ll,  writ  by  the  prefent  Prefetto  of  Egypt  from  the  Propaganda  iide,  who  went  this  journey  with  aE 
LBgUfh  gentlcmaa  now  in  lQi\doT.."—Po.ocii's  DacT.  of  the  Eajl.  vol.  i.  p.  m"- 
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AN  EXACT  JOURNAL  FROM  CAIRO  TO  MOUNT  SINAI, 
BEGUN  THE  FIRST  OF  SEPTEMBER,  1722. 

„  ^  A  LL   our    companions    havinjr   aflembled    at  my    houfe,    viz.    Choc;:i 

'  *""  *  ■  -^  Abrahim  Moiraad,  Jacob  Uhabez  AbJclaziz,  merchants  ;  allb  Mons. 
Beraoue,  the  fon  of"  a  French  merchant,  and  three  brothers,  James  of  B^>htn1ia  niK- 
fionary  de  propaganda  fide,  Ellas  of  Aleppo,  of  the  Society  of  Jefiis,  and  Charles  of  the 
Francifcan  Order,  fuperior  of  the  Capuchins  ;  about  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, 
after  a  brotherly  embrace,  and  having  taken  leave  of  all  the  reft  of  my  domefticks  and 
friends,  we  went  to  the  convent  of  the  monks  of  Mount  Sinai  that  dwell  here  at  Cairt) ; 
immediately  going  from  whence  we  arrived  at  the  famous  gate  called  Babel  Naafer*  ; 
where  we  made  fomc  flay  to  take  an  accurate  view  of  that  ancient  and  ma'.nidcent 
piece  of  building  ;  and  in  the  mean  time  the  whole  caravan  being  alVembled  we  dtparted, 
under  the  conduft  of  one  of  the  furbafli,  and  accompanied  by  feveral  orientals  whi> 
were  friends  to  the  Cairo  merchants,  direded  our  courfe  due  eaft,  among  thofL-  ruins 
and  ancient  monuments  which  remain  of  the  city  of  the  Sunf,  as  is  moft  probable, 
■which  are  now  every  where  interfperfed  with  Turkilh  fepulchres  ;  and  after  a  journcv 
of  a  good  half  hour  from  the  gate  of  the  city,  v.e  arrived  at  a  place  called  L'kali 
Elb.ihaar  J,  to  which  the  aforementioned  buildings,  towers,  or  other  ruins,  extend; 
which  time  has,  for  the  moft  part,  confumed.  In  this  place,  the  monks  of  Mount 
Smai  I.:,ve  an  ancient  houfe,  formerly  iufficiently  large  and  famous,  and  built  of  hewn 
ftone  ;  but  unlefs  it  be  foon  repaired  by  thofe  monks,  it  will  add  to  the  number  of  its 
neighbouring  ruins.  Here  we  ftaid  ail  night  with  our  camels  and  other  beads,  bein'; 
tolerably  well  accommodated  ;  and  only  incommoded  by  tiie  noify  foimets  of  our  eafteiii 
friends,  who  according  to  the  cuftom  of  the  country,  defigned  thefe  their  unharmonious 
vociferations  as  a  compliment. 

Sept.  2. — At  break  of  day  we  all  arcfe,  and  having  loaded  our  fifty  camels  (for  of 
that  number  our  caravan  confifted),  we  took  leave  of  our  Cairo  friends,  and  about  five 
in  the  morning  departed  from  this  place,  fome  on  horfes,  fome  on  camels,  and  fome  on 
dromedaries  ;  but  I  for  curiofity,  as  well  as  conveniency  fake,  made  myielf  to  be  car- 
ried after  the  manner  of  the  Turks  in  a  mohie,  but  fitting  after  our  own  falhion  ;  two  of 
which  feats  are  fixed  on  a  camel,  hanging  down  on  either  fide,  carrying  two  peribns  : 
this  kind  of  carriage,  when  perfons  arc  accuftomcd  to  it,  is  convenient  enough.  But 
Mr.  Beraoue  unfortunately  chofe  a  fine  horfe,  which  as  he  was  not  able  to  manage, 
would  have  broke  his  neck,  if  he  had  not  foon  difinoimted,  and  changed  it  for  a 
camel. 

And  purful'^g  our  journev,  after  a  good  hour  we  palled  through  a  place  called  liv 
the  inhabitants  Sibel  alem  ;  the  part  of  it  that  remains  to  the  right  hand  of  the  road, 
is  very  agreeable,  confiding  of  a  tower  or  mofque  iurrounded  with  trees,  with  ripe  dates 
hanging  down  from  them;  which  allorded  a  pleafaiu  profpecl. 

After  three  quarters  of  an  hour  we  palled  by  another  place  called  Matharca,  which 
lay  on  the  left  hand  of  the  road,  very  pleafantly  fituated  in  the  niiJil  of  trees;  and  in 
this  place  the  learned  for  the  moft  part  agree,  formerly  (food  the  city  of  the  Sun  §  ;  of 
whole  antiquities  there  is  nothing  now  remaining,  but  one  obelilk,  fixty-fix  feet  high,  and 
having  each  fide,  which  is  fevcii  feet  eight  inches  broad,  engraved  all  over  with  hiero. 
glyphical  charaders.     It  ftands  about    Iialf  an    Italian  mile  beyond  the  village.     This 

*  Or  Baab  cl  N'a.nfar.     See  Od.  16.         f   Or  Hcliopnlis.         J   Or  I'kilt  cl  B.iliaar.  Sec  Oft.  I  J. 
§   Quxrtfj  huw  does  tliij  agree  witli  wliat  he  faiJ  in  liii  lail  day's  journey  ? 

3  D  2  obeliik 
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obelifk  is  crcft,  but  there  is  another  near  it  of  the  fame  magnitude,  which  lies  upon 
the  ground. 

Continuing  our  route  for  an  hour  and  a  quarter  we  pafTed  by  another  village  called 
El  Marge,  which  lies  on  the  right  hand  of  the  road,  and,  like  thofe  before  mentioned, 
was  furrounded  with  palm-trees.  And  after  another  hour,  that  is,  about  nine  o'clock, 
having  come  to  a  place  called  Chanke;  where  we  pitched  our  tents,  and  refreflied 
ourfelves,  after  having  fullered  much  from  the  burning  heat  of  the  fun.  Here  the  in- 
habitants of  the  place,  who  are  called  Bedwins,  live  in  tents,  after  the  manner  of  the 
Arabians.  It  was  piteous  to  behold  the  poverty  of  thofe  habitations  under  a  poor  tent, 
I  might  indeed  l;\y  imder  a  black  piece  of  coarfe  canvas,  fubdivided  into  three  apart- 
ments J  in  the  moll  retired  of  whicli  the  women  have  refidence  ;  in  the  middle  fome 
of  the  men  and  women  live  promifcuoufly  ;  and  in  the  outermoft  are  kept  all  the 
beafl:  and  cattle  of  the  fi^'ld,  the  cocks  and  hens,  and  goats.  Which  feemcd  to  me  to 
be  a  lively  reprefcntation  of  the  manner  of  habitation  practiied  by  the  ancient  patriarchs^ 
Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob,  &c. 

Sept.  3.-:— Alter  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  we  departed  from  this  place,  and  in 
about  an  hour's  journey  we  loll  fight  of  that  chain  of  mountains  *,  which  we  faw  to- 
wards the  fouth,  at  a  great  diftance  from  us.  And  a  little  after,  we  faw,  towards  the 
north,  hills  of  fand,  appearing  not  unlike  our  hills  in  Italy  when  covered  with  fnow, 
and  which  continued  in  view  for  three  hours  ;  but  at  length,  when  it  was  late  in  the 
evening,  we  loll  fight  of  thefe  alio;  I  am  told,  however,  they  reacii  all  the  way  to  Damiata. 
Here  then  we  halted  at  about  a  quarter  alter  eight,  remaining  ail  night  in  the  open  air  ; 
not  far  from  another  caravan,  more  numerous  than  ours,  which  had  Itopped  in  this  very- 
place,  though  it  had  fet  out  before  us. 

Sept.  4. — Early  in  the  morning,  about  half  an  hour  after  four,  we  departed  from 
hence,  direding  our  journey  always  either  due  eaft,  or  ealt-north-eaft,  through  a 
number  of  little  hills  which  were  interfperfed  here  and  there  ;  till  we  flopped,  about 
hah  an  hour  after  ten,  in  an  agreeable  fpot  of  ground,  adorned  v^'ilh  a  beautiful  verdure, 
where  we  dined  ;  and  purfuing  our  journey  from  thence  about  one  in  the  afternoon, 
about  five  we  came  to  a  parcel  of  ragged  mountains  called  Iluhebi,  fituated  towards  the 
fouth  ;  and  alter  we  had  continued  our  i-oute  for  three  hours  more  we  relied  about 
eight  o'clock. 

Sept.  5. — Having  rifen  at  midnight  along  with  the  moon,  we  departed  from  this 
place  about  half  an  hour  after  one;  and  making  our  way  over  hills,  as  the  day  ap, 
peared  we  perceived  we  had  pafled  the  fummit  of  them,  and  were  upon  the  defcent, 
■which  dechned  very  gently  and  gradually.  At  three  quarters  after  feven  we  pafled  by 
Hagirut,  on  the  left  hand  of  which  are  two  places  where  there  is  water  that  is  barely 
tolerable  for  men  to  drink,  but  full  good  enough  for  the  camels.  The  Arabs  often 
take  poffelTion  of  thefe  places  in  the  time  of  war. 

Soon  after  we  had  paiTed  by  this  place,  Hill  continuing  on  the  defcent,  we  difcovered 
the  Red-fea,  and  fome  fhips  in  port,  two  of  which  were  then  actually  departing  towards 
Gidda ;  and  havmg  paffed  much  fuch  another  place  as  Hagirut,  called  Birel  Suefs, 
where  there  is  good  water  for  camels,  we  came  at  length  late  and  found  about  three 
quarters  after  ten  in  the  morning  to  Suefs,  and  leaving  the  gate  of  the  city  upon  the 
light  hnnd,  we  pitched  our  tents  on  the outfide  of  the  walls,  on  the  fea-fnore,  with  the 
city  to  the  fouth  of  us,  and  the  fea  to  the  north-eaft ;  and  remained  under  our  tents 
during  the  heat  of  the  day. 

•  PcITlbly  il  was  fcmcwlicre  hereabouts  that  Mofcs  turned  to  go  and  encamp  brfore  Etiiam,  when,  accord- 
ing to  the  obfcrvalion  of  Pharaoh,  he  feemed  to  be  inlaiigled  in  the  land;  or  in  that  ridge  of  mountains 
whivh  lay  tc-A-ards  i.he  South.     See  Escd.  xiii.  zo.  xit.  2,  3  ;  and  Shaw's  Travels^  p.  34J. 

1  The 
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The  City  of  Suefs  is  fmall  and  inconfalerable,  and  its  walls  half  in  ruins,  with  three 
fmall  turrets  or  mofchs.  It  is  fituated  in  29  degrees  50  minutes  of  north  latitude,  at  the 
extremity  of  the  Red-fea,  having  the  fea  to  the  caft,  and  the  port  to  the  fouth, 
which  is  furrounded  on  the  eaft  fide  by  an  ifland,  and  in  which  there  were  then  ten 
fliips  preparing  to  fet  fail  by  the  firfl:  opportunity,  whofe  companies  at  prcfent  compofcd 
the  grcatcft  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  city.  When  they  are  gone,  the  remainder  of 
the  inhabitants  return  towards  Cairo,  leaving  only  one  or  two  perfons  behind  to  guard 
the  place ;  and  all  this  on  account  of  the  great  fcarcity  of  water  and  provifions,  for 
nothing  will  grow  thereabouts,  and  there  is  no  water  nearer  than  fix  or  feven  hours 
journey  towards  the  north  eaft  ;  to  bring  which  the  camels  fet  out  about  four  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon,  and  arriving  about  midnight,  as  foon  as  they  had  filled  their  veffels, 
they  return  and  generally  get  back  to  Suefs  about  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning.  A  fmall 
vcflel  of  water  is  fold  for  three  or  four  medinas*,  and  the  larger  veiTels  for  eight  or  ten 
medinas,  according  to  the  demand  for  it. 

Not  far  from  our  tents  there  was  a  little  hill,  or  radier  a  gentle  rifing  ground,  with  the 
ruins  ot  fome  ancient  buildings  which  they  fay  are  the  remains  of  fome  famous  city. 
There  are  alio  on  this  hill  two  cannons,  which  lie  on  the  ground,  and  which  upon  viewing 
narrowly,  I  perceived  were  caft  by  the  Turks,  becaufe  upon  the  fmaller  one  were  Arabic 
characters,  exprclling  the  year  when  they  were  made,  which  upon  computation  I  found  to 
be  about  one  hundred  and  ninety-feven  years  ago.  The  lefs  was  ten  feet  long,  and  its  bore 
about  feven  inches  and  three  quarters  French  meafure  ;  the  larger,  of  a  more  ordinary 
kind  of  workmanfliip,  was  near  twice  as  long,  being  nineteen  feet  long,  and  its  bore 
feven  inches  and  a  half.  There  were  affo  feveral  other  cannons  lying  in  the  city,  made 
of  brafs,  but  caft  with  more  fkill  than  thofe  before  mentioned. 

Sept.  6. — We  fet  out  Irom  this  place  early  in  the  morning,  and  to  avoid  going  a 
great  way  about,  round  the  northern  point  of  this  arm  of  the  Red-fea,  we  went  by  boat 
from  this  partof  Africa  to  that  part  of  iVfia  which  lies  directly  over  againft  it,  at  the  dif- 
tance  ot  one  quarter  of  an  Italian  mile.  In  our  palfage,  we  actually  met  fome  vefl'els 
going  to  Suefs  to  purchafe  the  water,  which  as  I  mentioned  before,  was  brought  thither 
to  be  fold,  on  camels  backs  from  the  mountains. 

And  now  having  pafled  the  Red-fea,  the  heat  of  the  fun  being  excefllvely  great, 
we  again  loaded  our  camels,  and  departed  from  our  landing  place  about  eleven  o'clock, 
and  after  a  journey  of  three  hours  to  the  eaft-fouth-eaft,  leaving  fome  mount;iins  f  at  a 
great  diltancc  towards  our  left  hand,  a.'nl  having  the  Red-fea  on  our  right,  we  refted 
about  two  o'clock  near  certain  fountains  called  Ain  el  Mufa,  or  the  Fountains  of  Mofes, 
fituated  among  little  hills  ;  which  I  went  to,  and  founil  the  water  tolei-ably  good,  but 
with  a  little  faltncls  ;  and  no  fooner  does  it  rife  out  of  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  but  it  is 
bit  again  in  the  fand,  or  as  I  may  fay,  is  in  the  day  time  inftantly  abforbed  by  the  burn- 
ing aiu!  thirfty  fmd.  At  night  it  feenis  to  flow  further  tlian  it  does  by  day,  as  may  be 
leen  by  the  traces  it  leaves  behind  ;  and  I  believe,  if  the  place  were  cleanfed  (it  being 
very  full  of  dirt  and  mud),  the  water  would  be  fweeter,  and  there  would  be  a  larger 
current,  for  thecc  are  three  fprings  which  run  not  far  from  each  odier,  into  which  the 
Arabs  fuller  the  camels  to  cuter  when  lliey  drink. 

From  thefe  fountains  may  be  plainly  fcen  a  wonderful  aperture  J  in  the  mountains 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  Red  Sea,  through  and  from  which  the  children  of  Ifrael  en- 
tered into  the  Red  Sea,  when  l^haraoh  and  his  holt  were  drowned  ;  which  aperture  is 
fituated  weft-fouth-we(i  from  thefe  Ibuntains  of  Mofes  ;  and  the  breadth  of  the  fea  here. 

*   A  nijJina  is  id.  !  Enclini  money. 

f  Tlio  mountains  and  calllc  of  Seiliir  or  SUiir.     SeeGtn.xr.  iS,  snd  Pococke's  Travels,  p.  tjq. 
X  Cailcdbf  Mjfes  I'iiia-hirotli,  or  ihe  mouthi  or  opening  of  liirolh,  iiz»d.  sir.  z,  and  by  ilie  Greek* 
Clyfraa.     fbUoll.  lib.  iii.  cap.  (. 
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abfvuts,   where  tlic  the  children  of  Ifrael  pafleJ  it,  is  about  four  or  five  hours  journey 
Hut  from  Suez  by  land  to  thefe  fountains  would  be  fevcn  or  eight  hours  journey. 

'l"he  place  where  wc  then  were  is  called  Sedur  ;  we  refled  ourfelves  in  it  till  fun-fet, 
At  hift,  about  a  quarter  after  fix,  we  fet  forward  on  our  journey,  and  going  in  the  dark 
through  the  defart  of  Sedur,  we  wandered  here  and  there  out  of  our  road,  till  we 
flopped  aboutmidnight  to  take  a  litt'e  reft  upon  a  fmall  hill  of  fand,  where  they  fay  there 
are  abundance  of  ferpents  ;  but,  thanks  to  God,  we  received  no  harm. 

Sept.  7.— About  three  quarters  after  fix  in  the  morning  we  again  began  our  travels, 
journcyiiig  througli  the  defart  of  Vardan  *,  ftill  moving  more  and  more  from  the  Red 
Sea.  In  this  defart  we  Hopped  to  rcfrefh  ourfelves,  about  three  quarters  after  ten,  or 
about  three  leagues  diftant  from  the  Red  Sea.  And  after  dinner  (here  I  was  very 
much  out  of  order)  we  again  fet  forward  about  three  o'clock,  travelling  through  the 
plains  in  exceflive  hot  weather,  till  eight  at  night,  when  we  refted. 

Sept.  8. — From  this  place  we  departed  about  three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  making 
our  way  over  feveral  hills  and  vales,  which  brought  us  towards  the  mountain  Gebel 
Ilamam  el  Faranf.  And  about  feven  o'clock  we  found  feveral  trees,  and  fome  ver- 
dant fpots  of  earth,  in  the  midit  of  the  barren  fand  ;  and  there  came  from  the  moun- 
tains a  mofl:  delightful  breeze,  which  fenfibly  refrelhed  my  bowels  ;  fo  that  I  was  fur- 
prizingly  reftored  to  my  health. 

At  length  we  entered  into  an  exceeding  pleafant  ard  agreeable  wood,  at  the  foot  of 
the  aforcfaid  mountain  of  Hamam  el  Faran,  and  refted  ouifelves  at  three  quarters  alter 
eight,  in  a  place  called  Garondu ;  which  is  a  fmall,  bi;t  moO  delightful  valley,  lull  ot 
certain  trees  with  which  it  is  beautified,  and  which  emit  a  moft  agreeable  odour,  not 
unlike  the  fmell  of  the  balfam  of  Peru.  There  are  alfo  in  this  place  many  palm-trees, 
ai  d  in  the  bottom  of  the  vale  is  a  rivulet  flowing  from  the  aforementioned  mountain, 
the  water  of  which  is  tolerably  good,  and  in  fufficient  plenty,  but  is  howxver  not  free 
from  fome  bitternefs,  though  it  is  very  clear.  After  it  has  run  through  this  valley  for 
fome  hours  towards  the  weft,  it  then  empties  itfelf  into  the  Red  Sea.  Many  think  this 
to  be  the  place  mentioned,  Exod.  xv.  2-^.  where  it  is  faid  of  the  Lr^elites,  that  '  \\/hen 
they  came  to  Marah,  they  could  not  drink  of  the  waters  of  Marah,  for  they  were  bitter  ; 
till  thcLord  fhewed  unto  IMofes  a  tree,w  hich  when  he  had  caft  into  tiie  waters,  the  waters 
V  ere  made  fweet.' 

Stpt.  9. — We  departed  from  this  delicious  place  at  one  o'clock  in  the  morning ; 
but  behold,  fcarce  were  we  got  out  of  the  valley,  when  our  guides  found  that  two  of 
tlieir  camels  were  mifling  (they  had  been  ftolen  by  fome  thieves  during  the  night  time), 
;nid  ihcrehjre  the  caravan  flopped,  till  they  went  in  fearch  of  their  loft  camels  ;  but  not 
being  able  to  hear  any  tidings  of  them,  we  proceeded  on  our  journey  all  that  night  and 
the  next  day  till  a  quarter  after  eleven,  without  fuftering  any  great  inconveniences 
from  the  hills  and  vales  we  paflcd  over,  upon  which  we  met  with  feveral  green  tufts, 
and  prickly  trees,  called  in  Arabic  chafaii,  though  on  either  hand  of  us  our  road 
was  bounded  with  huge  and  rugged  mountains.  And  having  taken  a  moderate  dinner 
under  one  of  thefe  mountains  of  marble,  we  departed  from  thence  at  three  quarters 

•  Or  Oiiardan.     Pococke's  Trav.  p.  ijg, 

+  III  till?  journal  of  Oir.  8,  thpfc  mountains  are  defcribed  under  the  charafter  of  the  Mountains  of 
Hamam  cl  I'haraone,  or  the  baths  of  Pharao  ;  which  I  fuppofe  to  be  a  Itiiftake  in  the  people  of  the  country, 
who,  not  krowing  why  thefe  baths  fliuiild  be  railed  the  baths  of  Faran,  or  rather  Paran,  have  given  them 
the  ni.me  of  the  baths  of  Pharao.  But  in  the  times  of  Mofes  this  who'e  country  was  known  by  the 
rramc  fif  the  wildcrne  s  of  Patan,  Gen  xk!.  2i,  Num.  x.  12,  xii.  \6,  xiii.  3.  26,  1  Sam.  xxv.  I,  whence 
Mount  Sinai  was  aKo  called  Mount  J'aran,  Dcut.  xxxiii.  2,  Hah.  iii.3,  and  therefore  probably  thefe  bath* 
were  originally  the  baths  of  Paran.     See  Pococke's  Trsv.  p.  139. 
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after  three  ;  and  continuincj  our  journey  dill  in  a  fandy,  but  tolerably  even  rot !,  thou"^h 
between  iiills  and  mountains  on  every  fide,  we  came  towards  the  fetting  of  the  fan,  t ) 
a  large  and  fpacious  plain,  which  had  a  gentle  afcent  up  to  it,  but  was  itfelf  envrone.l 
by  mountains.  After  we  had  paffed  this,  we  came  about  nine  o'clock  at  night,  by  an 
eafy  defcent,  to  a  valley  called  Nefo,  which  was  about  a  league  diftant  from  an  Arab 
village  of  the  fame  name,  where  was  a  fpring  of  exceeding  good  and  dtliirhtful 
water. 

Sept.  lo. — Having  pitched  our  tents,  we  remained  here,  in  order  to  provide  our- 
felves  with  water,  till  four  o'clock  in  the  evening  ;  at  which  time  we  again  fet  forward 
on  our  journey  ;  and  as  foon  as  we  had  paffed  the  aforementioned  vallev,  we  began 
to  rife  over  hills  aind  mountains  by  a  tolerably  eafy  afcent,  till,  having  as  it  were  over- 
come the  mountain,  we  refted  at  a  place  called  Chamil. 

Sept.  1 1 . — In  the  morning,  at  a  quarter  after  five,  we  departed  from  this  place,  and 
through  a  rugged  road,  in  which  there  lay  a  great  many  blocks  of  marble,  with  great 
difficulty  we  got  up  on  a  very  high  mountain.  In  this  road,  on  each  hand  of  us,  were 
exceeding  high  mountains,  of  the  mod  beautiful  granates  of  various  colours,  but  chicHy 
red.  At  length  about  three  quarters  after  eleven,  we  reached  the  fummit  of  the 
jnountain,  or  rather  of  the  mountains,  but  with  great  difficulty  ;  and  from  this  place 
we  were  able  to  difcover  mount  St.  Catharine.  And  from  thence  defcending  by  a 
tolerably  eafy  road,  we  came  to  a  valley  in  a  plain,  where,  at  place  called  El  Barah, 
we  flopped  at  three  quarters  after  one ;  and  having  made  a  ffiort  meal  under  a  tree, 
we  fet  forward  again  about  two  o'clock  ;  going  up  the  mountain  by  a  road  neither  very 
iteep  nor  rugged  ;  which  when  we  had  gotten  the  better  of,  we  began  to  defcend  again 
by  a  tolerably  open  road  to  a  valley  between  two  exceeding  high  mountains  of  marble. 
And  as  foon  as  we  had  arrived  at  this  valley,  which  was  about  fun-fet,  we  immediately 
turned  our  courfe  to  the  left,  where  we  alfo  came  to  another  valley,  befet  with  high 
mountains  on  either  fide  ;  and,  having  got  to  the  top  of  the  hill,  we  halted,  about 
half  an  hour  after  feven,  at  a  place  called  Marah,  where  we  Jtaid  all  night,  greatly 
diflrefled  with  the  fliarpnefs  and  fevcrc  coldnefs  of  the  air.  From  this  place  to' 
Mount  Sinai  the  road  is  tolerably  even  and  pleafimt,  with  mountains  of  granite  marble 
on  either  fide. 

Sept.  12. — Having  rifen  a  little  after  midnight,  we  departed  from  this  place  about 
half  an  hour  after  two,  and  going  through  a  fandy  road,  which  lay  in  a  valley  be- 
tween mountains,  we  came  about  fun-rife  to  a  mod  pleafant  and  agreeable  place  called' 
Barak,  where  was  a  very  delightful    wood,  which  appeared  the  more  charming  be- 
cufe   hitherto  our  road  had  lain  only  over  rocks,    hiiU,    and   mountains,  the   very 
fight  of  which  alone  was  fufficicnt  to   terrify  the  traveller.     And  having  amufed  our-- 
felves  for  the  fpace  of  an  hour  with  the  delightlulnefs  of  this  wood,  we  again  proceeded' 
on  our  journey,  which  led  us  twilling  and  twining  between  rugged  mcjuntains,  fome-- 
limes  calf  ward,  fometimes  northward,   and   fometimes  fouthward,  though  we   never 
were  out  of  our  way.     And  about  eight  o'clock  we  came  to  a  rock,  which  itands  by 
itfelf,  where  the  Turks  fay  the  prophet  Mahomet  relied  himfelf ;  and  where,  whi-n  he 
attempted  to  fit  down,   the  rock  yielded  under  inm   like  the  foftelt  vax,  and  formed 
itfelf  into  the  ffiapeof  a  feat  for  him  (there  appears  indeed  a  little  hollow  in  the  (fone, 
which  may  have  given  rife  to  this  tradition),  and  en  that  account  the  'I'urks  approach 
the  place  with  great  reverence,    ftroking  the  ftone  with  th.e  palms  of  their  h.uids,  and 
kiffing  it  with  their  lips. 

And  now  continuing  our  journcv  towards  Mount  Sin.-u,  in  order  to  go  the  bed  roiul, 
We  took  a  great  circuit  tow  luds  the  left    hand,  thon^jfi    iliere  is  aiwthcT  fhorter  an  I 
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more  direct  road ;  yet  becaufe  there  arc  fomo  fteep  afccnts  and  defcents  in  it,  oar 
•guides  chofe  the  L-it-hand  road,  though  the  longer,  as  being  better  for  the  camels. 
And  about  three  quarters  after  nine,  as  we  were  pafTing  by  a  mofquo  where  a  certain 
Schiech  Sak-h  was  buried,  who  is  held  by  the  Turks  in  great  veneration,  fovcral  of  our 
;^nudcs  and  pafiengers  went  thither  to  receive  a  bcnedidion  ;  and  that  the  camels  and 
the  reft  of  the  beafts  might  be  partakers  of  it,  they  brought  from  thence  a  fmall  quantity 
of  fandwith  which  they  fprinkled  them. 

At  length,  about  mid-day  we  difcovered  feme  fquare  buildings  in  the  neighbour, 
hood  of  IVIount  Sinai,  which,  as  I  was  informed,  the  Arabs  make  ufe  of  as  repofitories 
for  their  corn ;  and  on  the  other  fide,  upon  the  left  hand,  we  difcovered  the  garden 
belonging  to  the  convent,  full  of  trees,  which  is  fituated  juft  at  the  foot  of  Mount 
Sinai.  And  going  in  a  fouth-wefl  diredion,  when  we  came  juft  over  againft  the  afore- 
faid  garden,  v.e  faw  another  vale  lie  open  to  the  fouth-eaft,  in  the  middle  of  which,  at 
the  diftance  of  half  an  hour,  ftands  the  convent  of  the  holy  Mount  Sinai ;  to  which  all 
of  us,  partly  out  of  devotion  and  partly  becaufe  of  the  difficulty  of  the  road,  afcended 
on  foot  between  two  exceeding  high  mountains,  that  to  the  north-eaft  called  Mount 
St.  Beltin  *,  and  the  other  to  the  right  called  Horeb  or  Choreb.  In  the  middle  between 
thefe  two  mountains  is  fituated  the  convent  of  IMount  Sinai,  in  twenty-eight  degrees  of 
north  latitude  :  it  is  built  in  an  oblong  figure,  with  only  ons  great  door,  which  dir  clly 
faces  the  north-weft,  and  looks  into  that  vale  through  which  we  came.  The  wall  of 
the  convent  towards  the  north-weft,  as  well  as  that  to  the  fouth  eaft,  are  equally  two  hun- 
dred and  four  feet  long  of  French  meafure.  And  the  other  two,  one  of  which 
faces  the  fouth-weft,  and  the  other  the  north-eaft,  are  each  two  hundred  and  forty- 
five  feet  long,  being  for  the  moll  part  built  of  fquare  ftonas  fix  feet  and  one  third 
broad;  but  the  walls  are  of  an  unequal  height,  according  to  the  inequality  of  the 
foundation.  I  meafured  the  corner  which  looks  towards  the  weft,  and  it  was  forty-five 
feet  high. 

And  forafmuch  as  the  great  door  is  always  walled  up,  to  prevent  the  incurfions  of 
the  Arabs,  immediately  after  the  entrance  of  a  new  archbiihop,  which  happened  this 
very  year,  every  other  perfon  who  is  defirous  of  going  into  the  convent  mull  be  drawn 
up  with  a  rope  to  a  great  window,  thirty  feet  high  from  the  ground,  in  that  part  of  the 
w,dl  which  looks  to  the  north-eaft.  And  when  one  is  got  into  the  convent,  there  is 
nothing  of  curiofity  to  be  feen,  all  the  buildings  and  edifices,  efpecially  thofe  which 
concern  the  friars  or  the  religious,  and  the  fmaller  chapels,  being  built  of  rough 
bricks,  in  great  confufion  and  irregularity,  without  either  fymmetry  or  order,  making 
here  and  there  crooked  and  dark  palfages,  with  feveral  afcents  and  defcents  ;  only  the 
building  of  the  great  church  of  the  Transfiguration  of  our  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift  may 
be  confidered  as  worthy  our  obfcrvation.  It  was  built,  they  fay,  by  the  emperor  Juf- 
tinian  ;  and  is  in  length  eighty  feet,  and  in  breadth  fifty  three  ;  but  the  breadth  is 
diminifhed  by  a  wall  on  either  fide  at  nine  feet  diftance  from  the  outward  wall,  for 
the  conveniency  of  chapels  which  are  made  in  it,  as  I  fhall  hereafter  mention ;  fo 
that  there  remains  only  thirty-five  feet  in  the  clear.  In  this  great  aifle  are  three  rows 
of  pillars  forming  three  naves,  and  the  pavement  is  finely  adorned  with  variety  of  figures 
in  different  kinds  of  marble.  But  the  great  altar  is  after  the  cuftom  of  the  Greeks'-, 
entirely  gilt. 

The   prefbytery  is  of  an  oval  figure  both  within  and  without ;  and  adorned  with 
Mofaic  work  rcprefenting  the  Transfiguration  of  our  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift,  and  on 

•  Q_u.  St.  EpJilcme.     Pococke'»  TraTeli,  vol.i.  p.  143,  147. 
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the  outfide  is  the  ftatue  of  the  emperor  Juftinian,  -who  was  the  founder  of  the 
church.  Before  the  prelbytery  are  four  candlefticks,  ^o  of  which  are  vciy  magni- 
ficent, being  fix  feet  high,  and  made  of  brafs  richly  ornamented  ;  and  of  the  like 
workmanfliip  there  are  two  more  hanging  down  in  the  middle  of  the  church,  which 
are  capable  of  holding  feveral  candles.  'I'here  are  befides  many  lamps  hanging  up  and 
down  in  the  church,  fome  of  filvcr  and  fome  of  gold  ;  the  mofl  remarkable  are  thole 
that  hang  in  the  prelln'terv,  which  are  for  the  mofl  part  all  of  gold  ;  but  diat  which 
hangs  in  the  great  altar  is  alfo  fet  with  jewels. 

Next  to  this  church  of  the  Transfiguration  is  the  little  chapel  of  the  Bufh  *,  which- 
{lands  on  the  place  where  our  Lord  appeared  unto  Mofes  ui  a  flame  of  fire  out  of  the 
bufli,  as  defcribed  Exod.  iii.  2,  and  immediately  adjoins  to  the  wall  of  the  prefbytery. 
This  chapel  is  ten  feet  broad  and  feventeen  feet  long ;  the  pavement  of  it  is  adorned 
with  the  fame  kind  of  works  as  that  of  the  church  ;  and  the  walls  with  porcelain  ;  there 
are  in  it  feveral  lamps  both  of  gold  and  filver.  It  was  built,  they  fay,  by  queen  Helena  ; 
and  the  place  where  the  bufh  grew  is  fuppofed  to  be  diredly  under  the  altar,  and  is 
covered  with  plates  of  filver ;  over  which  (land  two  large  filver  candleflicks,  eight 
feet  high.  On  the  other  fide  of  this  chapel  are  two  other  chapels ;  that  to  the  fouth 
is  called  the  chapel  of  the  Seventy  Martyrs,  and  that  to  the  north  is  the  chapel  of 
St.  James. 

When  you  come  into  the  great  church,  there  are  on  the  fouth  fide  three  chapels  ; 
the  firlt  that  of  St.  John  the  Evangelift,  the  fecond  of  St.  Simon  the  Stylite,  and  thti 
third  of  the  Saints  Cofma  and  Damianus.  And  on  the  other  fide  towards  the  north, 
there  are  alfo  three  more,  viz.  tirlt,  of  St.  Andipe  ;  fecondly,  of  the  Saints  Conftantine 
and  Helena  ;  and  the  third  of  St.  Mariana.  This  whole  church  is  covered  with 
lead. 

Befides  this  church  and  thefe  chapels,  there  are  feventeen  other  little  churches  or 
chapels  fituate  here  and  there  in  the  convent ;  i.  That  of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul,  which 
is  tolerably  large  and  roomy;  2.  St.  George;  3.  St.  Stephen ;  4.  St.  Michael  the 
Archangel;  5.  St.  Bafil,  Gregory,  and  Chryfoltome  ;  6.  Demetrius  the  iNIartyr ;  7. 
St.  Nicholas  ;  8.  St.  Mofes  and  Aaron  ;  9.  St.  Sergius  Wachus  ;  10.  St.  John  Baptill ; 
II.  St.  Anthony  the  Abbot ;  12.  Of  the  Five  IMartyrs,  Kullratius,  Euxendius,  Barba- 
rius,  Oreitus,  and  Eugenius  ;  13.  St.  John  the  Evangelifl: ;  14.  St.  Cathai'ine  ;  15  and 
16.  Two  Epifcopal  Chapels  ;  17.  One  in  the  garden  where  the  friars  are  buried.  And 
befides  all  thefe  chapels  there  is  a  mofque  with  a  turret  for  the  Turks,  which  (lands 
near  the  weftern  door  of  the  great  church  ;  for  the  prefervation  of  which,  they  fay, 
they  have  feveral  immunities  granted  tliem  under  the  hand  of  die  prophet  Mahomet. 
There  is  nothing  elfe  in  the  convent  remarkable. 

There  is  no  record  when  this  convent  was  built,  except  what  ranains  on  a  (lone  over 
the  great  door,  the  infcription  on  which  is  in  Arabic  charaders  fo  ancient,  that  none  of 
us  could  read  them,  except  the  year,  Oyy.,  which  denotes  526.  This  (lone,  according 
to  the  tradition  of  the  fathers  of  the  convent,  fird  Hood  over  the  chapel  of  the  Bufh, 
and  was  phued  there  by  St.  Helena  ;  but,  after  the  great  church,  and  the  walls  of  the 
convent  were  built,  this  (lone  was  moved  out  of  its  ancient  place,  and  fixed  in  the  wall 
where  it  now  (lands.  But  in  my  opinion,  this  hillory  is  without  foundation,  becaule 
St.  Helena  lived  in  the  fourth  century,  whereas  the  afore-aientioned  infcription  belongs 

♦  It  is  from  this  piece  of  hiftory  that  this  part  of  Mount  Horeb  it  called  Mount  Sinai,  the  Hebrew 
for  a  bufh  being  /eue, 
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to  the  fixtli  century  :  I  rather  think  therefore  that  this  ftone  was  engraved  and  fixed  up 
by  the  order  of  Juftinian,  who  was  the  founder  of  the  convent. 

When  we  firfl  cum  into  the  convent,  we  were  received  by  the  fathers  and  brothers 
of  the  convent  with  the  grcateft  alFcQion  and  regard,  and  efpecially  by  the  arclibilliop 
Jiianikius,  who  was  the  fuperior  and  prefident  of  the  place  ;  and  \v1io  gave  us  a  very 
elegant  fiipjicr,  and  alligncd  us  very  convenient  apartments,  confiding  of  five  chambers, 
in  a  part  of  the  convent  that  was  newly  built ;  and  alfo  for  our  better  accommodation, 
indulged  us  with  the  liberty  of  going  when  we  pleafed  into  the  garden  ;  wliich  is  not 
pernutted  even  to  the  monks.  And  we  having  there  pitched  a  tent,  dined  and  fupped 
in  it  every  day  while  we  flaid. 

The  aforefaid  garden  is  fituated  on  the  outfide  of  the  walls  of  the  convent,  to  the 
north-wcfl;  to  which  there  is  a  paffage  under  ground  from  the  convent  with  iron  gates  to 
it.  This  garden  is  fufficiently  fpacious,  and  very  w  ell  fupplied  with  good  water,  with 
which  it  is  daily  watered,  and  by  that  mcams  produces  great  quantities  of  all  forts 
of  plants,  and  herbs,  and  trees  ;  fuch  as  almonds,  apples,  peaches,  olives,  figs,  pome- 
granates, pears,  and  in  particular  mofl  delicious  grapes  both  red  and  white :  and  as 
this  month  happened  to  be  the  feafon  for  ripe  grapes,  as  well  as  many  other  fruits,  we 
gave  a  loofe  to  our  appetites;  and  the  air  of  the  place  being  exceeding  fine  and 
wholefome,  indulged  our  palates  with  great  freedom  and  luxury. 

The  temperature  of  the  air  feemed  to  me  as  moderate,  as  if  I  had  been  in  one  of 
the  mofl:  temperate  climates  of  France  in  the  month  of  September ;  the  heat  of  the  day 
not  being  excefiive,  nor  the  night  air  infufferably  cold.  However,  I  cannot  but  think 
that  the  heat  of  this  place  in  lummer,  as  well  as  the  cold  in  winter,  mufl:  be  almoft 
infupportable,  fince,  during  the  winter  feafon,  the  fnow  falls  here  in  great  abundance. 

September  13. — This  day  being  Holy  Sunday,  we  were  invited  to  attend  at  church, 
as  we  ufually  did  on  other  days,  where  the  archbifliop  himfelf  officiated,  and  fang 
the  mafs  cloathed  in  his  poitiijicalibiis,  wearing  on  his  head  a  fort  of  imperial  crown  made 
in  filver,  of  exquifite  workmanfhip  ;  with  the  refl;  of  the  minifl:ers  that  attended  him, 
in  vcrv  fumptuous  apparel ;  which  when  ended,  we  dined  in  the  common  reteftory  of 
the  convent,  with  the  archbifliop  and  the  rell  of  the  monks,  who  eat  only  of  one  difh. 
After  diimer,  all  of  us  flanding  up,  we  took  each  a  moderate  piece  of  bread,  cut  from 
one  loaf,  and  drank  alfo  all  out  of  one  cup,  the  archbifliop  beginning  firft.  When  all 
bad  drunk,  we  broke  up,  and  departed.  This  ceremony  is  obferved  as  a  mark  of 
mutual  love  and  charity. 

September  1 5. — At  two  in  the  afternoon  we  went  out  of  the  convent  to  fee  the  holy 
places  thereabouts;  and  as  foon  as  we  got  out  we  began  to  afcend  the  mountain,  which 
is  made  tolerably  convenient  by  the  means  of  flone  fleps  cut  in  it  up  to  Mount  Sinai,  to 
the  number  of  fifteen  thoufand  (the  way  to  it  is  direftly  fouthward):  and  after  an  afcent 
of  a  fmall  half  hour  we  came  to  a  mofl  delicious  fountain  of  cold  water,  which  fprings 
direftly  out  of  the  rock,  formed  here  into  a  kind  of  grotto.  The  Greeks  tell  many 
wonderful  flories  of  this  water,  but  as  they  feem  to  be  without  foundation,  1  think 
it  more  advifeable  not  to  repeat  them. 

Going  on  further  for  another  half  hour  we  came  to  a  fmall  church  or  chapel, 
dedicated  to  the  bleffed  Virgin  Mary ;  and  proceeding  from  hence  by  the  fteps,  came 
to  a  narrow  part  of  the  road  adorned  with  a  gate;  where,  they  fay,  many  confeffionary 
priefts  ufed  formerly  to  fit,  to  hear  the  confeffions  of  the  pilgrims  that  came  to  vifit 
thcfe  places,  and  were  not  permitted  to  proceed  any  further,  till  they  had  obtained 
xraaiilion  of  their  fins  ;  fo  that  being  made  clean  by  the  participauon  of  this  facrament, 
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hcey  might  proceed  to  obtain  a  benediction  from  the  Lord,  and  mercy  from  God  f.ur 
Stviour,  repeating  as  they   v/?nt,  the  diird  verfe  of  the  xxivth  Pfalm,  «  Who  (hall 
af  end  into  the  hill  of  the  Lord  ?  and  who  fliall  Hand  in  his  holy  place  ?  Even  he  that 
ha  h  clean  hands,  and  a  pure  heart,  &c.' 

As  foon  as  we  had  palled  the  gate,  we  faw  on  our  right  hand  a  very  high  mountain- 
towards  the  weft,  being  alniolt  pt-rpendicular  over  us  :  near  the  fumniit  of  which  there 
grew,  as  it  were  in  defpitc  of  nature,  a  beautiful  green  tree,  which  appeared  as  if  it 
grew  out  of  a  wall.  And  at  about  the  diitance  of  another  quarter  of  an  hour,  we  came 
to  another  gate,  which  when  we  had  paflfed,  we  entered  into  a  beautiful  plain,  where 
are  two  delightful  cyprefs  trees,  and  two  olive  trees,  near  to  a  well  of  fweet  water 
which,  as  they  fay,  is  only  a  collection  of  water  that  is  made  by  the  winter  fnows  and 
rains.  And  to  this  part  of  Mount  Horeb  it  was  that  Eliasthe  prophet  fled  from  the  face 
of  Jezebel,  as  is  mentioned  i  Kings  xix.  9,  where  it  is  faid,  that,  when  he  arrived  at  the 
Mount  of  God,  '  he  came  thither  to  a  cave,  and  lodged  there;'  which  cave  exifts 
to  this  VLTy  day,  and  is  fituated  at  the  foot  ot  Mount  Sinai,  and  is  now  inclofed  in  a 
church  built  of  red  and  white  granite  marble ;  the  entrance  into  which  is  from  the 
uelL  The  dimenfions  of  this  cave  are,  in  length  five  feet,  in  depth  four  feet,  and 
height  four  and  a  half;  which  when  we  had  vifited,  we  returned  to  the  well,  and 
lodged  all  night  under  the  olive  trees.  This  plain  where  we  lay  was  entirely  furrounded 
with  mountains,  that  formed  two  valleys,  one  of  them  extending  itfelf  to  the  fouth- 
fouth-weft,  and  leading  directly  to  the  convent  of  the  Forty  Martyrs  j  the  other 
ftretching  to  the  north  weft. 

September  16. — Early  in  the  morning,  before  break  of  day,  we  began  to  afcend 
the  holy  Mount  Sinai  from  the  aforefaid  church  of  St.  Elias,  and  found  the  afcent  to  be 
very  fliarp ;  fo  that  unlefs  the  aforementioned  Iteps  had  been  made  in  the  hill,  by 
laying  broad  ftones  one  upon  another,  we  fhould  have  found  the  afcent  to  be  exceeding 
difficult,  it  being  much  more  Iteep  than  the  afcent  of  the  preceding  day.  The  courfe 
of  our  road  lay  directly  towards  the  fouth ;  and  after  an  afcent  of  three  quarters 
of  an  hour  we  were  fliewed  the  place,  a  little  out  of  the  road  to  the  left  hand,  where 
the  Mahometans  fay  that  Mahomet,  together  with  his  camel,  was  taken  up  by  the  anTel 
Gabriel  into  heaven  ;  and  that  tliis  camel  was  of  fuch  a  fize,  that  it  ftood  with  one  of 
its  feet  at  Mecca,  another  at  Damafcus,  the  third  at  Cairo,  and  the  fourth  on  Mount 
Sinrj  ;  where  Itill  remains  the  mark  made  by  the  imprellion  of  his  foot  in  the  very  marble 
rock.  However  the  Greek  monks  acknowledge  that  this  mark  was  made  by  themfelves, 
to  giiin  the  more  veneration  from  the  Turks  for  this  holy  mountain,  if  not  on  account 
of  its  own  fandity,  and  the  wonderful  works  performed  there  by  God,  yet  at  leaft 
on  account  of  this  miraculous  impreffion  of  the  camel's  foot.  Accordingly,  it  has  pie^ 
vailed  on  all  Mahometans  to  treat  this  place  with  the  highelt  regard.  ^ 

At  length,  after  a  fmall  quarter  of  an  hour,  we  arrived  on  the  holy  Mount  Sinai, 
and  as  fjon  as  we  had  got  on  the  plain,  which  is  on  the  top  of  it,  we  immediately  faw 
a  church  and  aTurkifli  mofque.  Eormerlv  indeed  there  was  a  large  church  built  upon 
this  place,  which  alniolt  covered  and  occupied  as  it  were  the  whole  plain  ;  but  this  was 
dcflroyed  by  the  Turks,  who  left  only  one  parr,  towards  the  north,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
Chriftians,  and  referved  the  other,  towards  the  louth,  for  the  ufe  of  the  Mahoniitans. 

Bet(ue  you  come  to  the  church  of  llie  Chrillians  there  is  a  cave  in  the  rock  adjoining 
to  it,  into  which  there  is  a  very  narrow  entrance.  In  this  place,  the  tradition  is,  that 
Mofes  law  the  glory  of  the  Lord,  as  mentioned  Exodus  x.vxiii.  21.  '  And  the  Lord 
lliid,  behold  diere  is  a  place  by  me,  and  thou  (halt  Hand  upon  a  rock;  and  it  lliall 
come  to  pafs  while  my  glory  palleih  by,  that  1  will  put  thee  in  a  clift  of  the  rock,  and  I 
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will  cover  tliec  with  mine  hand  while  I  pafs  by ;  and  I  will  take  away  mine  hanil, 
and  thou  flialt  ll-e  my  back  parts,  but  my  face  Ihall  not  be  feen.'  And  accordingly  it 
is  faid  by  common  tradition,  that  it  was  in  this  clit't  of  the  rock  that  Mofes  was  hid 
bv  the  Lord;  but  Mofes,  nt-vcrtheiefs,  that  he  might  have  a  better  view  of  the  fore- 
mentioned  glory,  having  railed  his  head  and  body  on  high,  left  his  entire  figure 
imprefled  in  the  marble  rock,  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  this  miracle.  So  that  in  the 
lower  part  of  the  rock  there  remains  the  imprell'ion,  as  if  it  had  been  in  melted  wax,  of 
his  knees*  and  both  his  hands,  and  in  the  upper  part  the  imprellion  of  his  back  and  one 
half  of  his  face. 

And  going  further  on  this  plain,  we  entered  into  the  church  that  is  contiguous  to  the 
rock  juft  mentioned,  which  church  is  fubdivided  into  two  chapels :  in  the  larger  the 
Greeks  perform  divine  fervice,  and  in  the  other  the  Roman  catliolics  ;  and  in  this  place, 
they  fay,  it  was  that  Mofes  received  the  two  tables  of  teiUmony,  as  mentioned  Ex\)dus 
xxxi.  18.  '  And  the  Lord  gave  Mofes  in  Mount  Sinai  two  tables  of  teftimony,  tables 
of  (lone,  written  with  the  finger  of  God.'  But  on  the  other  fide  of  the  mount,  as  I 
foid,  towards  the  foutJi-fouth-well:,  ftands  the  Turkifli  mofque,  built  in  the  form  of 
an  oblong,  in  which  are  hung  up  feveral  veflels  filled  with  myrrh,  and  other  oblations 
which  are  cuflomary  with  the  Turks,  who  hold  this  place  in  the  higheft  veneration  ;  and 
I  believe  this  molque  may  be  about  feventy  paces  diftant  from  tiie  chriitian  church,  the 
fuperfices  of  this  plain  on  the  top  of  Mount  Sinai  not  being  very  large. 

Under  the  eailern  part  of  this  mofch  there  is  another  cave,  greater  than  that  of  St. 
Elias,  in  which,  they  fay,  Mofes  coirmionly  dwelt  when  he  was  upon  the  top  of  this  holy 
mount.  The  door  of  this  cave  looks  towards  the  valley  which  extends  itfelf  towards  the 
foulh-weft  ;  and  in  this  valley  flands  Rephidim,  where  mention  is  made.  Exodus  xvii.  i, 
that  the  Ifraclites  murmured  for  want  of  water.  From  this  mountain  there  is  a  fair 
profpecl  of  Mount  St.  Catharine,  lying  towards  the  fouth-weft,  and  of  the  Red-fea 
towards  the  fouth  and  well.  After  we  had  each  of  us  performed  our  devotions,  we  imme- 
diately delcended  again  towards  the  well  on  Mount  Horeb,  from  whence  we  lail  came. 

And  after  we  had  dined  we  departed  from  thence,  at  eleven  o'clock,  through  the 
valley  that  extends  itfelf  towards  the  norih-weft,  which  conducted  us,  as  it  were  in  a 
circle,  towards  the  foutli.  In  this  journey  we  met  with  feveral  places  that  were  for- 
merly inhabited,  as  alfo  with  fome  churches  ;  the  moll  remarkable  is  tliat  of  St.  Pan- 
teleon ;  over  which,  near  the  fummit  of  the  mountain,  on  the  left  hand,  towards 
the  fouth  eall,  there  is  a  cave,  in  which  two  kings  fons  fpent  their  lives  in  performing 
rigid  penances.  And  a  little  further  from  this  church  we  began  to  defcend  a  very  fleep 
mountain  for  a  whole  hour  ;  and  when  we  came  into  the  valley,  we  found  a  convent, 
which  is  called  the  convent  of  the  Forty  Martyrs. 

The  convent  of  the  Forty  Martyrs  is  fituated  in  the  midfl  of  a  vale,  having  Mount 
Sinai  on  the  call,  and  Mount  St.  Catharine's  on  the  wed.  l^ut  before  I  had  entered  the 
convent,  two  Arabs  came  up  to  me,  and  faluted  me  very  amicably,  and  after  they  h;wJ 
lighted  their  match  from  my  pipe,  left  me  to  wait  at  fonie  diftance  for  the  arrival  of  a 
monk  that  was  our  guide,  who  had  flaid  behind  with  the  refl  of  our  companions,  for  I 
had  come  hither  alone,  having  outwalked  the  reft ;  but  upon  their  arrival,  the  two 
Ar-.bs  (lopped  them,  and  threatened  to  fire  among  them,  if  they  did  not  deliver  up  the 
monk  who  was  their  conductor,  and  oblige  him  to  come  out  from  among  them  ;  which 
when  it  was  done,  they  took  him  and  bound  him,  and  carried  him  oif  to  the  neigh- 

*  Qutre.  Might  not  the  fame  chiffels  that  engraved  the  impreffioft  of  the  foot  of  Mahomet's  camel,  have 
engraved  thofc  alfo  of  the  knees  and  hands  of  Mofes,  &c. 
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bouring  mountains  ;  faying  to  the  reft,  '  Depart  in  peace,  for  we  havenoill-ulll  to  you, 
but  have  a  reckoning  to  make  up  with  this  rafcal  of  a  monki*  who  followed  them 
witliout  attempting  to  refift. 

Tliis  affair  gave  my  companions  a  great  deal  of  concern ;  for  though  they  fecmed 
able  to  have  refcued  the  monk,  yet  they  well  knew  that  if  thofe  two  Arabs  had  made 
any  noife,  they  would,  upon  the  leaft  notice,  have  had  an  hundred  more  come  to  their 
ailiflance.  For  when  two  young  Greeks,  who  were  well  armed,  were  going,  contrary 
to  the  opinion  of  the  rell,  to  the  relief  of  the  monk,  the  Arabs  began  immediately  to 
fire  at  us  ;  upon  which  we  all  retired  inflantly  towards  the  convent,  and  left  the  monk 
in  their  hands,  with  whom  they  foon  made  up  their  reckoning,  and  paid  him  in  ftripes 
the  account  which  they  had  to  make  up  with  the  convent,  of  which  he  was  the  interpreter 
and  procurator. 

The  convent  of  the  Forty  Martyrs  has  a  fmall  church,  and  but  very  indifferent 
accommodations  for  lodging  ;  only  the  garden  is  large  and  handfome,  and  well  (lored 
with  all  kinds  of  fruit,  and  is  furrounded  as  it  were  with  a  wood  of  olive  trees.  There 
is  likewife  a  refervoir  of  good  rain-water,  and  a  fmall  fpring  of  frefli  water,  which  running 
through  it  from  the  mountains,  waters  the  gardens  and  all  the  adjacent  valley. 

September  17. — Early  this  morning  thofe  of  our  company  who  were  hale  and  ftrong 
departed  to  go  up  the  mountain  of  St.  Catharine ;  but  I,  with  about  hall  the  company, 
flaid  behind  in  the  convent.  The  hiflory  of  which  journey  is  as  follows  :  as  foon  as  they 
were  departed  out  of  the  convent,  they  began  their  journey  towards  the  fouth-weft,  and 
after  half  an  hour,  they  began  to  afcend  a  very  rough  mountain,  and  difficult  of  afcent ; 
for  as  they  were  no  fteps  formed  upon  it,  but  the  whole  way  covered  with  fmall  trundling 
ftones,  thefe  gave  way  under  the  feet.  In  this  road  there  is  abundance  of  curious 
ftoncs,  and  pendent  rocks  on  either  fide,  which  are  wonderfully  market!  by  nature  with 
the  mod  beautiful  veins,  fhooting  forth  in  the  refemblance  of  trees,  whofe  branches  are 
fo  very  minute,  and  yet  fo  very  exact,  that  art  could  not  poflibly  come  up  to  it.  iVnd 
of  thefe  they  brought  back  with  them  a  good  quantity. 

After  an  hour's  travel  they  came  to  the  water  called  the  Water  of  the  Partridges, 
where  this  mofl  delightful  fpring  ilTues  out  of  fome  rude  marble  rocks,  which  are  of  a 
black  colour.  This  fountain,  the  Greeks  fay,  broke  out  miiaculoufly  when  the  body 
of  St.  Catharine  was  carried  from  this  mountain  to  the  great  convent,  where  her  rclicks 
are  prcfervcd  to  this  day  ;  at  which  time  the  bearers  of  her  corpfe  being  ready  to  perifli 
with  third,  the  partridges,  which  attended  her  funeral  from  the  fummit  of  tiie  moun- 
tain, conduced  them  to  this  place,  and  difcovered  the  fountain  to  them. 

From  this  water,  after  three  quarters  of  an  hour,  our  travellers  came  to  a  plain,  from 
whence  they  were  able  to  difcover  the  fummit  of  Mount  St.  Catharine;  and  after  they 
had  walked  in  this  plain  for  a  good  half  Iiour,  they  began  again  to  afcend  the  mountain, 
the  greateft  dilTiculty  of  which  is  towards  the  top.  So  that  the  whole  time  of  travelling 
from  the  convent  of  the  Forty  Martyrs  to  Mount  St.  Catharine  may  be  looked  upon  to  be 
about  three  hours. 

On  the  fummit  of  this  mountain  is  a  fmall  plain,  on  which,  according  to  the  tradition 
of  the  Greeks,  the  body  of  St.  Catharine  the  virgin  and  niartyr,  who  futferod  under  the 
emperor  Maximin,  was  depofited,  having  been  brought  ihither  by  angels  from  Alex- 
andria; and  the  mark  of  the  place  where  fhe  was  laid,  dill  remains  to  he  feen  as  you 
look  towards  Mount  Sinai,  which  Hands  to  the  north-call,  at  about  four  hours  diflance. 
The  length  of  this  impredion  •  is  feven  feet  in  black  and  white  marble  granite,  with  a 
little  mixture  both  of  red  and  yellow  fpots.  And  about  a  year  ago  the  monks  built  a 
fmall  chapel  over  this  tomb,  feven  feet  eight  inches  broad,  ten  feet  long,  and  fix  feet  high. 

*  Qu.ere.   Might  not  the  fame  workmen  iliat  engraved  the  imprefiion  of  the  foot  of  Miihomet's  came>, 
have  engraved  tliii  alfo  ? 
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From  this  mountain,  which  overlooks  all  the  reft,  there  is  an  exceeding  fine  and  ex- 
tenfive  profpeft.  Mount  Sin;u,  as  I  faid  before,  lies  towards  the  north-eaft,  the  Red-fea 
to  the  weft,  as  alfo  Tor,  a  place  filuatcd  on  the  Red-lea,  at  two  days  journey  diftance 
from  hence.  To  the  fouth  appears  that  extended  arm  of  the  Red-lea,  \\  hich  is  called 
the  iElanitic  Gulph,  upon  which  the  famous  port  of  TElana  formerly  ftood. 

September  i8. — We  departed  from  this  convent  of  the  Forty  Martyrs  at  a  quarter 
after  fevcn,  through  that  vale  which  extends  itfelf  direftly  towards  the  north-weft  ;  and 
dcfcending  from  the  garden  of  the  convent  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  we  came,  as  it 
were,  through  a  wood  of  olive  trees,  to  the  church  and  cave  ot  St.  Onuphrius,  in  which 
he  fpent  a  devout  life  for  fortv  years.  Which,  when  we  had  vifited,  and  gone  for 
another  quarter  of  an  hour  through  the  aforcfaid  valley,  we  came  to  the  ftone  which  is 
called  by  the  Greeks  the  Stone  of  the  Fountains  ;  which  Mofes  ftruck  twice  *  with  his 
rod,  as  is  defcribcd  Numb.  xx.  1 1,  where  it  is  faid,  '  And  Mofes  lift  up  his  hand,  and 
with  his  rod  he  fmote  the  rock  twice  ;  and  the  water  came  out  abundantly.' 

Which  aforementioned  ftone  f  or  folitary  rock,  is  about  twelve  feet  high,  and  about 
eight  or  ten  feet  broad,  though  it  is  not  all  of  one  equal  breadth  ;  it  is  a  granite  marble 

•  N.  B.  Here  our  traveller  is  miftaken  in  his  quotation  out  of  the  Scriptures  ;  for  this  is  not  the  ftone 
wliiih  Mofes  ftruck  twice,  as  mentioned  Numb.  xx.  1 1 ,  but  tiie  rock  in  the  valley  of  Rcphidim,  where  the 
children  of  Ifracl  fought  the  Analekites,  before  they  arrived  at  Mount  Sinai,  as  mentioned  Exod.  xvii.  7, 
whereas  the  ftone  which  Mofes  ftruck  twice,  as  mentioned  Numb.  xx.  1 1,  is  that  ftone  which  will  be  fpokcn 
of  hereafter  in  this  Journal,  under  the  tranfaftions  of  Odtobcr  2. 

f  N.  B.  The  Devil  tempted  our  Saviour  by  quoting  texts  of  Scripture  ;  and  as  he  hath  continued  ever 
fince  to  endeavour  by  pious  frauds  to  deceive,  if  poflible,  the  verj'  cledt,  he  therefore  excitcth  men,  of  fome- 
times  pood  intentions,  to  forge  falfe  miracles,  to  invalidate  by  that  means,  as  far  as  lies  in  his  power, 
thofe  which  were  performed  by  our  Saviour  and  hisapoftles.  One  flagrant  inftance  of  which,  among  many, 
are  thofe  curfed  and  hellifh  frauds  praAifed  by  the  Grecian  monks  of  Mount  Sinai,  in  graving  imprefiions 
in  the  rock,  of  the  foot  of  Mahomet's  camel,  and  of  the  body  of  St.  Catherine  and  of  Mofes  ;  which  would 
take  off  from  the  evidence  which  this  wonderful  rock  of  Meribah  daily  gives  of  the  truth  of  the  Molaical 
hiftor)-,  if  it  was  poflible  for  the  Devil  to  effeft  it.  But  as  the  marks  in  that  ftone  are  of  luch  a  nature,  as 
that  human  art  is  not  capable  of  imitating  them,  the  finyjer  of  God  flicweth  it.s  own  handy -work  in 
the  fupcrnatural  filfures,  which  are  broken  deep  into  the  folid  granite  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  not  poftibly  to 
have  been  cfTtCted  by  human  art.  To  convince  the  reader  of  which,  I  ftiall  here  give  him  a  copy  of  the 
dtfcription  of  this  rematkable  ftone,  as  I  find  it  in  the  Travels  of  Dr.  Shaw  and  Dr.  Pococke. 

The  defcription  of  this  rock,  as  given  us  by  my  friend  Dr.  Shaw,  is  as  follows  :  "  After  we  had  defcended 
"  with  no  fm.ill  difficulty  down  the  wcftern  fide  of  this  mountain,  we  came  into  the  other  plain  that  is 
"  formed  by  it,  which  is  Rephidim,  Kxod.  xvii.  i.  Here  we  ftill  fee  that  extraordinary  antiquity,  the  rock 
"  C'f  Meribah,  Exod.  xvii.  6,  which  halh  continued  down  to  this  day  without  the  leaft  injury  from  time  or 
"  accident?.  It  is  a  block  of  granite  maible,  about  four  yards  fquare,  lying  tottering,  as  it  were,  and  loofe 
•'  in  the  middle  of  the  valley,  and  feems  to  have  formerly  belonged  to  Mount  Sinai,  which  hangs  in  a 
"  variitv  of  precipices  all  over  this  plain.     '  The  waters  which  guftied  out,  and   the  ftrcam  which  flowed 

withal,'  I'fal.  vii.  8,  ai,  have  hallowed  acrofs  one  corner  of  this  rock  a  channel  about  two  incliea  deep 
"  and  twenty  h  ide,  appearing  to  be  cruftated  all  over  like  the  infide  of  a  tea-kettle  that  hath  been  long  in 
•*  uf«-.     Fefidrs  fcveral  mofty  produftions  that  are  flill  prefcrvcd  by  the  dew  ,  we  fee  all  over  this  channel  a 

R^'  '  "f  holes,  fome  of  them  four  or  five  inches  deep,  and  one  or  two  in  diameter,  the  lively  and 

"  tier.  ..kens  of  there  having  been  formerly  fo  many  fountains.     It  likewife  may  be  further  obferved, 

thai  .ul  or  cance  could  by  no  means  be  concerned  in  the  contrivance  ;  for  every  circumftance  points  out 

'    to  U8  a  imracl-- ;  and,  in  the  fame  manner  with  the  rent  in  the  rock  of  Mount  Calvary  at  Jerufalem,  never 

"  fails  to  produce  a  religious  furprize  in  all  who  fee  it." 

The- account  which  my  worthy  friend  Dr.  Pococke  gives  of  it  is  this  :  «'  Here  they  ftlew  the  rock,  which, 
"  they  lay.  Mofes  ftiuck  and  the  waters  flowed  out,  when  God  told  him  he  would  ftand  before  him 
I'  upi,-.!  tiic  tL.ck  of  Horcb,  which  was  wtterwards  called  Maftah  and  Meribah.     It  is  on  the  foot  of  Mount 

Seritl:,  aid  is  a  red      ..-.ke  ftone,  fifteen  feet  long,  ten  wide,  and  about  twelve  high.     On  both  fides  of. 
••■  U,  towards  the  fouth  e.^  :,  and  at  the  lop  of  the  ftone,  for  about  the  breadth  of  eight  inches,  it  is  difco 
••  Juurc.l  a.i  by  the  running  of  water;   and  all  down  this    part  on    both  fides,  and  at  the   top,    are   : 
••  fo.-^iof  (^|.■nip^s  '    moutiiS,  fome  of  which   rofemble  the  lion's   mouth,  that  is  fomeliraes  cut  in  ftont 
ot  1.,  be  the  work  of  a  tool.     There  are  about  twelve  on  each  fide,  and  withm  every 
.    ^  ■•  crack,  and  in  fome  alfo  a  ctack  perpendicularly  down.     There  is  alfo  a  crack  from 

♦-  «u^  ^,!  w.c  u-  >ih.  next  the  hill,  that  extends  two  or  three  feettovrards  the  north,  and  all  round  the  fouth 
"  end  :  the  Arabs  call  this  ftone  the  Stone  of  Mofes." 

of 


a 

one 


*Y    THE    RIGHT    REV.    ROBERT    CLAYTO!?.  359 

of  a  Icind  of  brick  colour,  compofed  of  red  and  white  fpots,  which  arc  both  duflcy  in 
f  heir  kind  ;  and  ftands  by  itfelf  in  the  aforementioned  valley  as  if  it  had  grown  out  of 
the  earth,  on  the  right  hand  of  the  road  towards  the  north-eaft.  There  remains  on  it 
to  this  day  tlic  lively  iniprcliion  of  the  miracle  then  wr(iu;j;hr ;  for  there  are  dill  to  be. 
focn  places  whence  the  water  guflied  out,  fix  openings  towards  the  fouth-weft,  and  fix 
others  towards  the  north-eaft  ;  and  in  ihofc  places  where  the  water  flowed,  the  clefts 
are  flill  to  be  feen  in  the  rock,  as  it  were  with  lips. 

Which,  when  we  had  attentively  obferved,  we  proceeded  on  our  journey,  going 
diredly  forward  towards  the  north-well ;  and  after  a  journey  of  a  fmall  half-hour 
reached  the  end  of  the  aforelaid  valley.  Here  we  found  a  great  plain,  into  which 
another  valley  opens  itfelf,  extending  towards  the  north-eaft.  In  this  great  plain, 
towards  the  ibuth-wcft,  on  a  moderate  riling,  is  fituated  the  garden  of  the  convent  of 
Friars,  which  is  guarded  by  the  Arabs,  and  has  a  fmall  ftream  of  fweet  water  running 
conftantly  through  it,  and  with  which  it  is  fupplied  ;  and  in  the  faid  garden  are  nine 
very  ftately  cedars,  of  which  two  exceed  the  reft  in  height,  and  are  of  a  prodigious 
fize  ;  befides  many  other  trees,  fuch  as  apples,  pears,  vines,  &c.  The  little  church  of 
St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul  ftands  in  the  bottom  of  the  garden,  as  alfo  a  fmall  building 
belonging  to  the  convent,  which  is  inhabited  by  the  Arabs  who  watch  the  garden. 

hi  this  great  plain,  which  is  on  the  outfide  of  the  garden,  and  which  extends  itfelf,  as 
I  obferved  before,  towaids  the  north-eaft,  that  *  tranfaftion  is  faid  to  have  happened 
which  is  defcribed  Numb.  xvi.  32,  concerning  the  rebellion  of  Corah,  Dathan,  and 
Abiram,  when  the  earth  opened  her  mouth,  and  fwallowed  up  them  and  their  families. 
This  plain  or  vale  is  pretty  near  of  one  equal  breadth.  When  we  had  travelled  through 
it  from  the  garden  of  the  convent,  about  a  fmall  half-hour,  we  came  to  a  place  where 
the  Greeks  Ihewed  us  in  the  granite  marble,  which  is  of  a  brick-duft  colour  (as  mod 
of  the  neighbouring  mountains  are),  a  hole  or  cavity,  where,  they  fay,  Aaron  caft  the 
head  of  the  golden  calf,  as  is  defcribed  Exod.  xxxii.  4,  when  the  people  gave  him  the 

f;oIden  ear-rings  that  were  in  their  ears,  and  '  He  received  them  at  their  hand,  and 
aftiioned  it  with  a  graving  tool,  after  he  had  made  it  a  molten  calf.'  And  ver.  24, 
Aaron  is  reprefented  as  excufmg  himfelf,  faying,  '  And  I  faid  unto  them,  Whofoever 
hath  any  gold,  let  him  break  it  off;  fo  they  gave  it  me ;  then  I  caft  it  into  the  fire,  and 
there  came  out  this  calf.*  This  cavity  is,  indeed,  formed  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  afford 
fome  linall  refemblance  to  the  head  of  a  calf,  and  hath  marks  in  it  fomcthing  like  horns  ; 
it  is  in  length  about  two  feet  and  a  half,  in  breadth  two  feet,  and  in  depth  two.  At  the 
bottom  of  it  is  earth  or  fand,  which  feenied  to  me  to  be  about  three  feet  deep  ;  but  I 
cannot  be  pofitive  as  to  that,  fince  we  neither  had  time  nor  opportunity  for  extracting  it 
out  of  the  cavity,  or  model,  as  the  Greeks  pretend  it  to  be  ;  much  lefs  could  we  difcover 
any  impreftion  of  a  nofe  or  mouth,  or  of  cars  or  eyes  ;  wherefore,  as  the  holy  Scriptures 
fpeak  of  the  formation  of  a  whole  calf,  and  not  of  an  head  only,  there  feems  to  me  to 
be  a  gjod  deal  of  reafon  for  rcjeding  this  piece  of  tradition.  The  Greeks,  however,  to 
impofe  the  more  upon  the  ignorant,  fay,  that  though  it  rain  ever  fo  much,  no  water  is 
feen  to  lie  in  this  hole ;  they  perfift  in  this  declaration,  and  alledge,  in  proof  of  it  f, 

•  Here  our  traveller  and  his  informers  are  apiin  miftaken  in  the  liiftorj' of  the  tranfadions  ofthe  Ifraditea; 
for  the  rebellion  of  Corah,  Dathan,  and  Abiram,  did  not  happen  while  Mofes  was  upon  Mount  Sinai, 
or  in  the  neighbourhood  of  it  ;  nor  till  the  Ifraclites  had  arrived  at  the  foot  of  Mount  Hor,  which  is  quite 
at  the  other  end  of  this  promontory,  and  had  refufcd  to  go  and  lake  poflefCon  of  the  land  of  Canaan  after 
the  return  ofthe  fpics  from  thence,  as  mentioned  Numb.  xiv.  i,  &c. 

f  Quotations  out  of  the  fathers  for  proof  of  a  matter  of  fact,  produced  by  perfons  who  live  upon  the  fpot, 
feeni  to  be  an  odd  kind  of  argument.  And  the  iutroduiSion  of  I'ere  Sicard's  opinion,  in  oppolition  to  thi» 
declaration  of  thi  Greeks,  feems  quite  as  odd  ;  for  they  do  not  affcrt  that  fnew  wiU  not  lie  there,  but  only 
<hat  rain  will  not^  which  father  bicard't  afl'crtion  docs  not  contradict 
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quotations  out  of  the  fathers;  but  Pere  Claud  Sicard  fays,  that  laft  year  he  found  fome 
fnow  actually  lying  in  the  cavity,  and  that  it  was  quite  filled  with  it ;  whence  it  is  reafon- 
able  to  believe,  that  the  caufe  why  the  rain  doth  not  lie  in  it,  is  owing  to  fome  hole  at 
the  bottom  uf  the  cavity,  which  emits  it  as  fall  as  it  enters  and  has  paflTed  through  the 
fand.  Hut  that  in  this  place,  or  hereabouts,  the  Ifraelites  worfhippcd  the  golden  calf, 
is  fomewhat  probable,  inafmuch  as  there  are  fome  rocks  here  twelve  or  fifteen  feet 
high,  uptin  which,  when  the  golden  calf  was  fet  up,  it  might  eafily  be  feen  and  adored 
by  all  the  people  who  were  encamped  in  this  wide  and  extcnfive  vale ;  and  iurther, 
becaufe  this  place  likewife  anfwers  and  is  fituated  directly  over  atj^iinfl:  another  vale  to 
the  eaflward,  by  which,  they  fay,  Mofes  defcended  from  Mount  Sinai,  when  he  brought 
u-ith  him  the  tables  of  the  tcllimony,  and  where,  they  fay,  it  was  that  he  broke  them, 
when  he  came  to  the  foot  of  the  mountain. 

Going  on  our  journey  through  this  valley,  we  came  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  from 
the  place  diflinguilhed  by  the  head,  to  that  garden  wliich  we  fird  faw  when  we  came  into 
thefe  parts  :  here  we  found  a  fpring  of  frelh  water,  and  much  fruit.  And  now  having 
altered  our  rout  towards  the  fouth-eafl,  at  about  the  diftance  of  a  gun-fhot  from  the 
garden,  they  fliewed  us  a  ftone,  about  two  feet  high  from  the  ground,  on  which  are  feen 
fome  unknown  charaders,  which,  however,  they  fay,  were  engraved  by  Jeremiah  the 
prophet  in  honour  of  Mofes  and  Aaron,  who  were  buried  there.  But  this  is  what  I 
give  no  credit  to,  fince  I  find  it  written  of  the  burial  place  *  of  Mofes,  Deut.  xxxiv.  6. 
*  But  no  man  knoweth  of  his  fepulchre  unto  this  day.'  At  length,  in  a  finall  half  hour 
from  hence,  we  arrived  at  the  convent  of  Mount  Sinai,  making  this  day,  from  the  convent 
of  the  Fort)'  Martyrs  hither,  a  journey  of  two  hours  and  a  quarter.  And  having 
finiflied  our  progrefs,  we  faw  every  thing  that  was  to  be  feen  here  with  the  grcateft 
fatisfaclion. 

September  19. — The  Greeks  celebrated  the  feaft  of  the  bleffed  Virgin  Mary.  And 
the  archbifhop  again  officiated,' doathed  in  hxs poniificalibus  ;  and  when  mafs  ^vas  done, 
we  were,  as  ufual,  conducted  to  the  refectory,  where,  before  dinner,  we  had  our  feet 
waflied  by  fome  of  the  monks,  the  reft  chanting  their  devotions  during  the  operation. 
And  as  foon  as  the  wafhing  was  over,  every  one,  according  to  his  inclination  and  abili- 
ties, gave  for  the  ufe  of  the  convent  either  one  or  two  chequins.  As  for  the  reft  of  the 
time  while  we  ftaid  there,  nothing  remarkable  happened. 

October  i. — On  this  day  we  opened  a  cheft,  kept  on  the  right  hand  of  the  preftjytery, 
in  which  are  preferved  the  relics  of  St.  Catharine  ;  and  the  principal  parts  they  brought 
forth  to  fhew  us,  were  the  fkull  and  left  hand  of  this  faint,  having  the  flefli  and  fldn  on 
it,  but  quite  dried  up,  and  covered  witU  beautiful  rings.  After  we  had  been  favoured 
with  this  fight,  we  were  permitted  to  depart.  Taking  leave,  therefore,  of  the  archbiftiop, 
and  the  reft  of  the  monks,  we  came  out  of  the  convent  ab>out  noon,  amidft  the  noify 
clamours  of  the  Arabs,  by  the  lame  way  that  we  entered.  When  we  arrived  at  the 
place  of  Ihc  Head,  we  ftopped,  and  having  pitched  our  tents,  were  forced  to  continue- 
there  the  remainder  of  that  day,  whether  we  would  or  not ;  but  after  a  great  deal  of 
buftle,  we  at  length  made  our  contratl  with  the  Arabs,  to  carry  us  back  a  better  road 
by  Tor  than  that  which  we  came.     Accordingly, 

October  2. — We  departed  about  r\vo  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  taking  the  fame 
route  by  which  we  came,  we  refted,  after  three  hours  and  a  quarter's  travelling,  ftopping 

•  As  to  the  burial  place  of  Aaron,  it  is  expcefsly  faid  that  he  died  and  was  buried  upon  Mount  Hor,  at 
the  further  end  of  this  proiBont..ry  from  Mount  Sinai.  See  Numb.  xx.  28.  xxxiii.  38.  Deut.  xxxii.  50. 
Aad  Mofe*  died  on  the  top  o£  i'ifjjah  in  the  laud  of  Moub,  over  againll  Jericho^  Deut.  xxxiv.  I,  5. 

ia 


BY    THH    RIGHT    Rf.V.    ROEERT    CLAYTON'.  4^1 

in  a  place  where  was  good  water,  at  no  great  diflance  from  the  ftone  *'  of  IVIahomet ; 
and  having  laid  in  our  provifion  of  water,  departed  about  eleven  o'clock,  and  in  about 
half  an  hour  we  again  palled  by  the  ftone,  where,  as  I  faid,  Mahomet  feated  himfelf ; 
and  in  another  hour  we  entered  the  (hady  woodf  before  mentioned.  About  three 
o'clock  we  palTcd  by  a  large  rock  J  ,on  our  left  hand,  in  which,  as  in  tliat  other  rock 
which  Mofes  ftruck  with  his  rod,  appear  froni  the  bottom  to  the  top  openings  where 
water  hath  gufhed  out.  Which,  when  we  had  paiTcd  by,  we  ftoppcd  in  an  open  plain, 
where  we  ftaid  all  night. 

October  3. — About  three  quarters  after  three  in  the  morning,  we  departed  from  this 
place,  and  at  four  o'clock,  being  about  day-break,  we  turned  out  of  the  road  by  which 
we  firft  came,  and  leaving  the  valley  leading  to  Marah  on  the  right  liand,  entered  into  a 
large  vale  between  ver)'  rough  mountains,  commonly  called  Gebel  Faran,  i)ur  courfe  then 
pointing  towards  the  north-weft.  And  paffing  tlirough  this  vale  by  a  tolerable  eafy 
defcent,  we  found  it  adorned  with  trees  and  dates  on  botli  fides  of  us,  here  and  there 
interfpcrfed  with  the  habitations  of  Arabs,  and  full  of  birds,  which  entertained  us  very 
agreeably  with  their  ciiarming  notes.  About  three  quarters  after  eight  we  palled  by  a 
place  on  a  mountain  upon  our  right  hand,  called  Kabegin,  which  was  entirely  deftroyed, 
nothing  remaining  of  it  but  the  ruins.  And  after  a  journey  of  another  half  hour  we 
came  to  another  ruined  place,  called  Faran  §,  about  a  quarter  alter  nine,  fituated  like- 
wife  on  our  right  hand.  This  was  formerly  a  large  city,  containing  many  convents  of 
the  Greeks ;  for  it  was  an  epifcopal  city,  under  the  jurifdiftion  of  Mount  Sinai,  and 
formerly  had  the  famous  Theodorus  for  its  bilTiop,  who  wrote  againft  the  Monothelites. 
But  at  prefent  nothing  remains  except  heaps  of  ruins  of  this  famous  city.  Here  we  were 
obliged  to  ftop,  on  account  of  the  difputes  between  the  Arabs. 

In  this  place  no  one  is  fuffered  to  put  pen  to  paper,  by  reafon  of  a  tradition  they  have, 
that  here  was  formerly  a  river  ||,  and  that  when  an  European  was  going  to  write  down  a 
defcription  of  it,  out  of  indignation  it  funk  under  ground,  and  has  difappeared  ever  fmce. 
We  departed  from  hence  foon  after  three  ;  and  after  three  quarters  of  an  hour  we  again 

'  See  page 391.     Sept.  12. 

f  This  place  is  called   Barak.     See  Sept.  12,  p.  391. 

I  This  is  a  very  remarkable  palTagc,  it  being  the  only  j)lace,  in  any  book  of  travels,  in  which  I  have  ever 
met  with  the  mention  of  this  fccond  fti>nc  which  Mofes  llruck  ;  though  it  is  manifcft  frora  the  Scriptures, 
that  he  llruck  two  diflerent  (lonc.-i,  and  at  very  different  times.  And  ar,  this  i;  in  a  retired  part  of  the  wildcr- 
nefs,  it  is  a  wonderful  confirmation  of  the  veracity  of  the  Mofaical  hiftory  ;  for  which  realon,  inde- 
pendent of  all  curiolily,  1  fhould  think  it  worth  while  to  employ  fome  perfon  to  go  thither,  who  (liould  be 
»ery  particular  in  his  (lefi  ription  of  it.  The  firft  ftone  which  Nlofes  ftruck  is  mentioned  in  the  xviilh  chapter 
of  Kxodus,  to  have  been  in  the  valley  of  RephiJim,  and  before  the  arrival  of  the  Ifraelitcs  at  Mount  Sinai. 
Whereas  the  fecund  which  Mofes  ftruck  twice  before  the  waters  gufhed  out,  is  mentioned  in  the  x.xth  chapter 
of  Numbers  as  being  in  the  wrildernefs  of  Kadefh  ;  after  the  death  of  Miriam,  and  not  long  before  th» 
death  of  Aaron.  So  that  there  was  about  thirty-eight  years  diftance  between  the  one  traufadiun  and 
t"he   other. 

§  This  flionld  be  written  Paran.  Which  place  was  famous  in  hiftorj-  fo  long  ago  as  in  the  days  of 
Abraham  ;  the  f(jur  kin^s  who  took  his  nephew  Lot  prifoner,  having  firft,  in  their  palVage  round  the  Dead 
Sea,  '  imole  the  Horites  in  their  Mount  Scir,  or  Mount  Hor,  unto  El-Caran,  which  is  by  the  wihicrnefs.' 
And  from  hence  this  wildernefs  is  frenuently  called  the  Wildernefs  of  Paran.  See  note  in  page  390, 
Sept.  8. 

f|  This  traditiun  is  very  remarkable;  for  as  the  author  defcribes  his  journey  fronn  the  fecnnd  rock  »( 
Mofes  towanls  this  place  to  have  been  through  a  vale  by  a  tolerably  caly  defcent,  it  i;  poflible  that  this 
tradition  may  have  arifen  from  the  water  wliich  flowed  out  of  this  rock,  and  formed  a  river,  which,  as  St. 
Paul  defcribes  it  *,  followed  them  during  their  abode  in  tliat  part  of  the  wildcmcfs,  but  probably  dried  up 
foon  after  their  departure. 

•   I  Cor.  x.'4. 
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ftoppcd  at  a  place  called  Magai,  where  we  found  good  water,  with  which  we  plentifully 
fuppliod  (Hirft!vo5. 

Oflobcr  4.— We  departed  from  hence  about  three  quarters  after  four  in  the  morning, 
and  continuing  our  journey  by  a  pretty  fharp  defcent,  got  out  at  length  from  among  the 
monftrous  mountains  of  Gebel  Faran,  and  came  to  a  large  plain,  furrounded  however 
with  high  hills,  at  the  foot  of  one  of  which  we  repofed  ourfclves  under  our  tents  at  about 
half  an  hour  after  ten.  Thefe  hills  are  called  Gebel  el  Mokatab,  that  is,  the 
Written  Mountains  ;  for  as  foon  as  we  had  parted  from  the  mountains  of  Faran,  we 
paffed  by  feveral  others  for  an  hour  together,  engraved  with  ancient  unknown  charac- 
ters, which  were  cut  into  the  hard  marble  rock  fo  high  as  to  be  in  fome  places  at  twelve 
or  fourteen  feet  diitance  from  the  ground  ;  and  though  we  had  in  our  company  pcrfons 
who  were  acquainted  with  the  Arabic,  Greek,  Hebrew,  Syriac,  Coptic,  Latin,  Armenian, 
Turkilh,  F.nglifli,  Illyrican,  German,  and  Bohemian  languages,  yet  none  of  them  had 
any  knowledge  of  thefe  charaders,  which  have  neverthelefs  been  cut  into  the  hard  rock 
with  the  greateft  induftry,  in  a  place  where  there  is  neither  water  nor  any  thing  to 
be  gotten  to  eat.  It  is,  probable,  therefore,  thefe  unknown  *  characters  contain  fome 
very  fecret  myfteries,  and  that  they  were  engraved  cither  by  the  Chaldeans,  or  fome 
other  perfons  long  before  the  coming  of  Chrift.  In  this  place,  where  we  this  day  refted, 
there  are  two  roads,  one  leading  through  a  valley  to  Tor,  and  flretching  direftly  weft- 
ward  ;  the  other  road  towards  the  north-weft,  leading  diredly  to  Suefs.  Here  tlie  Arabst 
reflifing  to  carry  us  all,  according  to  our  agreement,  to  Tor,  a  violent  buftle  arofe,  till 
at  length  it  was  concluded  we  fhould  go  directly  to  Suefs,  palling  by  the  baths  of  Pharoa, 
of  which  by  and  by.  Thus  fubmitting,  whether  we  would  or  not,  to  the  determination 
of  the  Arabs,  the  day  following,  being 

Odober  5.— We  departed  at  half  an  hour  after  fix,  and  by  that  road  which  leads 
north-weft,  proceeded  towards  the  baths  of  Pharao ;  and  continuing  our  journey 
through  thefe  mountains,  which,  they  fay,  are  alfo  written  with  unloiown  characters 
like  the  others,  we  ftopped,  at  half  an  hour  after  nine,  in  a  plain  totally  furrounded  with 
mountains.  After  dinner  we  went  to  a  neighbouring  valley  which  lay  weftward,  called 
Megena,  where  is  a  grotto  cut  with  infinite  labour  in  the  marble  rock,  the  entrance 
into  which  is,  by  the  injury  of  time  and  weather,  for  the  moft  part  obftrufted  by 
great  ftones  ;  and  even  the  cave  itfclf  almoft  half  filled  with  fand.  Being  obliged  to 
ufe  the  help  of  candles  and  other  lights,  on  our  entrance  we  came  immediately  to  a 
great  hall,  fupportcd  on  every  fide  by  rude  unfiniiTied  pillars.  This  grotto,  we  could 
perceive,  reached  a  great  deal  further  ;  but  on  account  of  the  excelfive  heats,  we  declined 
exploring  it  on,  and  we  found  that  the  further  we  went,  the  more  the  paftage  was 
chftruded  with  fand.  At  length,  we  concluded  that  this  cave  was  built  for  a  burial- 
place  t  to  the  F.gyptlans.  But  the  inhabitants  of  the  place,  as  well  as  the  Arabs,  fay 
that  a  certain  fchiech,  called  Abuzelime,  dwells  in  it,  who  drhiks  coffee  continually 
brought  from  Mecca  by  birds,  and  pounded  in  mortars  by  angels  ;  with  many  other 
fuch  like  fables,  which  I  do  not  think  worth  while  to  enumerate. 

Odober  6. — We  departed  from  hence  at  three  quarters  after  four,  and  having  reached 

*  Th*  If^rn'^d  allow  that  the  ancient  Hebrew  charafter,  having  been  difufed  during  the  BabyloniiTi  cap- 
tivity, is  loft,  and  that  it  is  the  Chaldee  charafter  which  we  now  ufe  iiiftead  of  it.  The  probabilityis,  there- 
fore, that  thcfc  charatlera  are  the  ancient  Hebrew  charaftcr,  which  the  Ifraelites  having  learned  to 
■RTite  at  the  time  of  the  giving  the  law  from  Mount  Sinai,  diverted  themfelves  with  praitiiing  it  on 
thefe  mountains  during  their  forty  years  abode  in  the  wildcrncfs. 

•f  This  fuppofilion  is,  in  my  opinion,  a  little  cxtravi.ga.'it,  confidering  the  great  diftance  this  place  is  from 
f-fyP'-  Cut  I  fee  no  reafon  why  it  may  not  have  bcea  made  by  the  liraeUtcs  during  their  abode  in  the 
wiidernefS)  for  fome  public  ufe  or  other, 
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the  top  of  a  mountain  by  an  eafy  afcent,  about  three  quarters  after  feven  we  difcovered 
the  Red  Sea  lying  to  the  weft.  We  all,  however,  travelled  down  on  foot,  the  defcent 
being  pretty  marp  ;  and  a  little  afterwards  came  to  a  pluin,  where  we  proceeded  ilraight 
forward  between  the  hills,  and  at  ten  o'clock,  coming  out  from  among  the  mountains 
towards  the  north-weft,  we  approached  to  the  fea-fhore ;  and  continuing  our  journey 
till  half  an  hour  after  eleven,  we  then  ftopped,  and  relted  ourfelves  in  a  plain  at  about 
an  hour's  diftance  from  the  fea.  This  we  did  on  account  of  fome  frefti  water  we  found 
here,  of  which  we  laid  in  a  good  quantity  againft  our  enfuing  journey  over  the  next 
mountains,  at  an  hour's  diftance  from  us  towards  the  eaft. 

October  7. — Here  we  remained  till  after  mid-dav,  and  about  two  o'clock  fet  forward, 
keeping  upon  the  fea  (liore  till  about  fun-fet,  we  again  left  the  fea,  and  arrived  between 
the  mountains  by  a  tolerable  eafy  afcent,  after  we  had  paifed  the  mountain  called  Gebel 
el  Scheitan,  that  is,  the  Mountain  of  the  Devil ;  which,  as  it  is  entirely  of  a  black  colour, 
gives  foundation  for  the  Arabs  to  report,  that  the  Devil  fometimes  dreiled  his  victuals 
under  it,  by  the  fmoke  of  which  it  acquired  that  blackneis.  They  relate  alfo  another 
fabulous  hiftory  about  a  head  erected  on  high  towards  the  entrance  into  the  moun- 
tains, upon  the  left  hand  of  the  road ;  being  a  very  large  ftone,  fuppofed  to  have 
been  the  head  of  a  fea  captain,  whofe  name  was  Baube,  which  was  cut  oiF  by  the  Arabs, 
and  put  on  the  fummit  of  that  mountain,  where  it  now  remains,  and  that  in  one  night's 
time  it  was  turned  into  ftone  ;  and,  they  fay,  ftiould  any  one  throw  it  down  from  the 
place  where  it  is  fixed,  it  would  by  next  day  be  reftored  to  its  fituation.  But  thefe  are 
the  only  fables  of  the  Ar^bs.  Proceeding  on  by  the  duik  of  the  evening  in  the  foremen- 
tioned  valley,  till  three  quarters  after  fix, as  it  was  full  of  trees,  we  refted  there  that  night. 

Oftober  8. — We  departed  from  hence  about  fun- rife,  and  after  a  journey  of  three 
hours  ftopped,  on  account  of  a  difpute  with  the  Arabs,  whether  we  ftiould  go  or  not  to 
the  baths  of  Pharao.  And  after  a  quarter  of  an  hour  we  again  fet  forward,  ftill  defcend- 
ing  a  moderate  hill,  till  we  came  to  a  place  where  two  roads  meet,  one  leading  diredtly 
to  Suefs,  and  the  other,  on  the  left  hand,  to  the  baths  of  Pharao.  Here  a  terrible  difi'en- 
tion  arofe,  and  the  utmoft  confufion,  fome  taking  the  route  towards  Suefs,  and  the  others 
going  towards  the  l")aths  of  Pharao  ;  till  at  length,  after  a  dreadful  conteft,  thofe  re- 
turned who  had  departed  for  Suefs,  and  all  went  on  together  by  the  valley  which  leads 
to  the  baths  of  Pharao. 

Having  travelled  two  hours  we  got  clear  of  the  niountains,  and  came  near  the  fea, 
wliich  lay  to  the  weft  of  us ;  and  continuing  our  road  towards  the  fea  coidt,  after  a 
journey  of  one  hour  we  ftopped.  Then  changing  our  route  to  the  left,  we  travelled 
fouthwards  upon  the  fea-fhore,  and  came  with  our  dromedaries  to  the  baths  of  Pharao, 
which  are  about  three  quarters  of  an  hour  from  the  high  road,  where  being  arrived,  we 
confidered  the  place  very  accurately.  It  is  at  the  foot  ot  an  exceeding  high  mountain, 
ftretcliiiif.';  from  eaft  to  weft  till  it  terminates  on  the  fea  at  about  the  diftance  of  a  ftonc's 
cait  from  it  ;  and  in  this  intermediate  fpace  the  aforementioned  mineral  waters  break 
forth  and  bubble  up,  making  three  diftindt  ftreams,  which  run  into  the  fea,  and  are  fo  hot 
that  a  man  can  hardly  bear  his  hand  or  foot  in  them.  Thefe  waters  have  a  fait  and 
fuljiluireous  tafte,  and  leave  a  yellow  tinge  behind  on  the  place  from  whence  they  ilfue, 
but  are  othcrwife  ii\  themfelvcs  very  clear  and  pellucid.  At  length  wo  came  to  the  foun- 
tain head,  where  there  are  two  caves  or  hollows  in  the  mountain,  which  dimiuilh  regu- 
larly ;  that  towards  the  left,  being  the  largeft,  forms  itfelf,  as  it  were,  into  a  chamber, 
into  which,  when  any  perfon  enters,  it  raifes  as  wonderful  a  fweat  as  if  lie  was  in  a  \  ery 
hot  bath.  Hither  mill  V  lick  perions  refort,  and  by  fweating  for  forty  days  fucccftively, 
and  regular  diet,  and  drinking  the  mineral  water,  recover  tlicir  health, 
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'I'hc  WAter  Is  often  foni  for  to  C;uro,  by  thofc  that  cannot  conveniently  come  to  the 
fountj'jn,  and  frequently  tirank  at  hon\e  with  good  fuccefs.  The  inhabitants  of  the 
place  fay,  that  if  vou  put  four  cgt!,s  into  any  of  the  baths,  three  of  them  will  be  boiled, 
and  the  fourth  will  difappepr.  13ut  this  1  give  no  credit  to,  unlefs  I  had  feen  the  experi- 
ment. The  y  are  called  Hamam  el  Pharaonc  *,  that  is,  th>i  baths  of  Pharao,  becaufe 
pollibly  they  might  formerlv  have  been  irequcnted  by  Pharao.  Whence  alfo  the  ad- 
joining fen,  w  iiich  is  three  or  four  leagues  broad,  is  called  Berke  el  Pharaone,  or  the 
Lake  of  Piiarao.  And  as  it  is  a  good  llation  for  carting  anchor  in,  a  (hip  happened 
at  this  very  time  to  be  riding  here  at  anchor,  waiting  for  a  favourable  wind  to  carry  her 
to  Gidda. 

Having  taken  a  careful  view  of  this  bath  and  the  places  about  it,  we  departed  to 
join  ihe  red  of  our  caravan,  and  overtook  it  late  at  night,  on  the  fea-(horc  in  the  valley 
.of  Gorondu  f,  where  the  rivulet  before-mentioned  empties  itfeif  into  the  fea ;  and  ib 
here  both  bitter  and  fair,  and  very  difagreeable  to  the  tafte.  We  fpent  in  this  place  a 
very  uneafy  night,  on  account  of  the  high  wind,  which  drove  the  fand  in  great  quan- 
tities upon  us,  and  incommoded  us  very  much. 

Oct.  9. —About  fun-rife  we  departed,  and  in  our  courfe  along  the  fea-thore  were  flill 
much  difturbcd  by  the  high  wind.  After  a  journey  of  fix  hours,  having  left  all  the 
mountains,  we  travelled  over  feveral  little  hills  and  rifing  grounds,  and  refled  in  a 
place  where  were  feveral  tufts  of  green  grafs  ;  and  refrefhing  ourfelves  with  a  moderate 
dinner,  we  travelled  on  again  for  four  hours  and  a  half,  till  it  was  pretty  late  in  the 
night ;  and,  two  hours  before  we  flopped,  palled  a  place  near  the  fea  where  was  a  ftreain 
of  excellent  fweet  water. 

Och  10. — That  we  might  get  beyond  Suez,  we  departed  from  hence  foon  after  mid- 
night ;  but  in  about  two  hours  it  became  fo  dark,  that  we  were  forced  to  flop,  whether 
we  would  or  not,  for  fear  of  the  camels  falling.  And  at  half  an  hour  after  four,  it 
being  dawn  of  day,  we  fet  forward  again,  and  in  fevcn  hours  came  to  the  Wells  of 
Mofes,  called  Ain  el  Mufa  |.  Immediately  upon  our  arrival  here,  all  of  us  who  were 
on  horfeback  purfued  our  journey,  and  rode  on  before,  to  provide  a  fhip  to  carry  us  all 
to  the  other  fide  of  the  gulph.  After  we  had  taken  fome  red,  the  caravan  came  up 
to  us  about  five  o'clock,  by  which  time  the  Ihip  being  got  ready,  we  went  aboard  with 
all  our  concerns ;  and  when  landed,  lodged  ourfelves  in  our  former  camp  §  on  the 
outfideofthe  city  of  Suez.  Here  we  found  only  two  fliips,  which  were  to  fail  in  two 
days  time. 

Oft.  1 1. — We  remained  in  our  tents  at  Suez,  being  vifited  by  the  Chriftians  of  the 
place,  who  alfo  entertained  us  with  an  elegant  fupper. 

Oft.  1 2. — This  whole  day  we  faw  thofe  Arabs  pafling  by  who  are  the  moft  invete- 
rate enemies  to  the  Arabs  of  Mount  Sinai.  And  lefl  we  fhould  encounter  them  on  the 
road,  we  (laid  on  purpofe  till  the  following  day. 

Oft,  13. — And  now  imagining  that  all  the  Arabs,  who  were  at  enmity  with  us 
were  gone  by,  we  departed  from  Suez  ;  and  after  a  journey  of  a  good  hour  flopped  at 
Bir  el  Suez  ||,  before  defcribed  ;  after  a  moderate  dinner  here,  we  again  fet  forward, 
and  when  we  were  not  far  dillant  from  Agirut  ^  we  perceived  a  caravan  of  our  enemies 
jufl  over  againfl  us,which  we  all  thought  had  paffed  by  long  before;  fo  that  though  they 
were  going  another  road  at  the  diftance  from  us  of  a  gun- (hot,  yet  our  Arabs  neverthelefs 

•  Hence  poffibly  fcot-baths  in  England  are  called  hummums.     See  alfo   the  note,  p.  390,  Sept.  8.     The 
humniums  are  fo  called  from  the  fign  of  Houhynyms  of  Swift.  Ed. 
J  ^'''' J»^P»-  *'  P  39°.                  X  See  Sept.  6,  p.  389.  «  See  Sept.  5.  p.  389, 

i  Seebept.5,  p.  388.  •    4  SeeSept.5,py3.  "^  P    5   F  3 
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prepared  themfelves  for  battle,  alighting  from  their  camels,  and  marching  on  foot 
armed  with  lances,  fwords  and  guns  ;  while  four  of  the  chief  of  them  galloping  their 
horfc's  between  the  enemy's  caravan  and  ours,  attempted,  by  infuUing  them  in  tliis 
bravading  manner  *,  to  provoke  them  to  an  engagement.  For  though  the  camels  of 
our  enemy's  caravan  were  much  more  numerous  than  ours,  yet  we  were  ftrongcr  in. 
the  number  of  armed  men;  fo  that  they  durfl  not  attack  us,  but  haftened  their  pace 
to  pafs  by  us  :  and  it  was  not  unpleafaut  to  behold  thoi'e  that  wei-e  in  the  rear  gallop- 
ing after  the  reft  for  fear  we  would  take  them  prifoners.  Soon  after  they  were  gone, 
we  turned  towards  the  road  by  which  our  enemies  came,  which  was  upon  our  right 
hand  ;  and  having  pafTed  Agirut  upon  our  left  hand,  of  which  we  have  already  fpoken  f, 
we  continued  our  courfe  between  hills  and  rifing  grounds,  interfpered  here  and  there 
with  tufts  of  green  herbs,  on  which  the  camels  fed,  being  about  fix  Italian  miles 
diftant  from  the  road  which  we  pafTed  in  our  former  journey.  At  length  we  flopped 
when  we  were  come  three  hours  and  a  half  from  Agirut,  feven  hours  and  a  half  from 
Suez,  and  within  fight  of  the  mountains  of  Huhebi  |,  which  were  about  a  good  league 
diftant  from  us  towards  the  north. 

OA.  14. — At  half  an  hour  after  four  in  the  morning  we  departed  again  from  this 
place,  and  about  fun-rife  faw  feven  animals  called  gafell,  and  a  good  many  hares  feed- 
ing on  the  afore-mentioned  green  tufts.  y\.nd  having  pafled  by  the  mountain  Huhebi, 
at,  as  I  faid,  about  a  league's  diftance,  we  ftopped  at  half  an  hour  after  eleven  ;  and 
at  one  o'clock,  after  dinner,  we  again  fet  forward  on  our  journey,  and  travelled  till  half 
an  hour  after  five,  when  we  ftopped  near  a  little  hill. 

Oft.  15. — We  proceeded  on  our  journey  this  morning  at  about  half  an  hour  after 
five,  travelling,  as  before,  between  hills  and  rifing  grounds,  and  refted  ourfelves  at  half 
an  hour  after  nine.      And  having  quitted  the  road  that  leads  by  the  village  of  Chanke  §, 
we  purfued  our  journey  direftly  towards  Cairo.     For  which  place  we  fet  forward   at 
half  an  hour  after  one,  leaving  thofe  fandy  hills  ||  on  our  right  hand  through  which  we 
pafTed  in  our  former  journey.     And  a  little  before  fun-fet  we  afcended  up  a  little  hill 
called  Daher  el  Homar,  that  is  the  Afles  Back,  from  whence  we  got  a  view  of  the 
fituation  of  Cairo,  at  four  hours  and  a   half  diftance  from  us ;  and   profecuting  our 
journey  between  twilight  and  the  light  of  the  moon,   we  at  length  came,  about  nine 
o'clock,  to  the  laft  ftage.  called  Ukalt  el  Bahaar  ^,  where  our  friends  were  gathered 
together  expeding  our  arrival.     They   received  us   very  afleftionately,  with   finging 
and  exultations,  and  embraces;  and  according  to  thecultom  cf  the  Orientals,  fpendjng 
the  night  in  noify  clamours,  and  clapping  their  hands. 

Oft.  1 6.—  This  day  we  entered  the  city.  In  good  health,  by  the  port  of  Baab  el  Naafar; 
and  I  arrived  at  my  own  houJe  :  thanks  be  to  God,  who  brought  me  thither  fafc  fronx 
all  mifchief. 

*  Or  at  lead  to  (hew  they  were  not  afraid  of  them. 

t  Sec  Sept.  5.  p.  jS'S.  §  Sec  Sept.  a,  p.  3S;.  i[  See  Sept.  i,  p.  387. 

%  Sec  Sept.  4,  p.  388.  II  See  Sept.  3,  p.  388. 
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Chap.  I.  —  Of  Palc/line,  cr  the  Holy  Land  in  general,  and  of  Joppa,  Rama, 

and  Lydda. 

PALESTINE  confiftcd  of  the  twelve  tribes  of  Ifrael,  and  comprehended  not  only 
the  land  of  Canaan,  which  lay  between  Jordan  and  the  fea,  and  was  bounded  on 
the  north  by  mount  Libanon,  and  on  the  fouth  by  Arabia  Petra:a,  but  took  in  likcwife 
the  kingdoms  of  Baflian  and  of  the  Amorrhites  beyond  Jordan,  which  fell  to  the  lot 
of  the  Tribes  of  Reuben  and  Gad,  and  the  half  tribe  of  Manaffeh. 

Before  this  country  was  conquered  by  Jofhua  it  conlilted  of  feveral  fmall  kingdoms  ; 
and  after  it  had  been  governed  by  judges  for  fome  time,  when  it  was  in  pofleflion  of  the 
Ifraelites,  it  was  erefted  into  a  kingdom  uiider  Saul ;  but  on  the  revolt  of  the  ten 
tribes  under  Rehoboam,  it  was  divided  into  two  kingdoms,  that  of  Judah,  containing 
the  tribes  of  Judah  and  Benjamin,  and  that  of  Ilrael  or  Samaria  of  a  much  greater 
extent,  which  comprehended  the  other  ten  tribes. 

After  the  captivity  in  Babylon  the  government  was  in  the  hands  of  the  high  priefts 
until  the  time  of  Julius  Csefar,  when  the  conllitution  was  altered  by  the  Romans, 
and  Antipater  (hared  in  the  government  with  Hyrcanus,  the  lafl  high  priefl  who  enjoyed 
the  fovereign  power.  Afterwards  Herod,  the  fon  of  Antipater,  alone  governed  this 
and  fome  other  neighbouring  territories  under  Auguflus. 

The  Romans  divided  the  country  into  feveral  tetrarchies,  under  different  governors, 
part  of  which  were  afterwards  made  a  Roman  province,  and  fome  of  them  were  at  cer- 
tain  times  ereded  into  a  kingdom.  Gabinius,  alfo  governor  of  Syria,  divided  the  country 
into  fivejurifdiclions,  each  having  its  court  for  the  adminiflration  ofjuftice.  At  length, 
the  Jews  being  difperfed  after  the  deflruftion  of  Jerufalein,  this  country  was  confidcred 
only  as  a  part  of  a  Roman  province.  In  the  divifion  of  the  empire  it  fell  to  the  lot 
of  the  Eaflern  emperors;  but  the  Saracens  over-rurming  thefe  parts,  it  remained  in  their 
hands  four  hundred  and  fixty  years  :  it  was  then  conquered  by  the  Chriflians,  when 
Jerufalem  and  the  Holy  Land  were  made  a  kingdom,  and  being  in  part  poflefled  by 
its  fovereign,  and  the  knights  of  Jerufalem,  it  was  held  by  them  eighty  eight  years, 
and  was  the  feat  of  the  holy  war,  until  it  was  entirely  fubdued  by  the  Mahometans,  in 
the  year  one  thoufand  one  hundred  and  eighty  feven. 

On  the  icth  of  March,  1737-8,  I  embarked  at  Damiata,  on  board  a  French  fliip 
that  carried  the  Egypdan  pilgrims  to  Joppa,  mod  of  them  being  Coptis,  in  all  about 
two  huiidred  and  fifty.  The  firfl:  land  we  had  fight  of  was  mount  Carmel,  but,  the 
wind  being  contrary,  we  did  not  land  at  Joppa  until  the  fourteenth,  when  I  went  to  the 
Latin  convent. 

•London  1745,  folio.     Hia  account  of  Egypt,  1743,  folio,  belongs  to  Africa. 

The  plates  are  very  numerous,  ill  chofeii,  and  ill  executed;  and  haye  become  urelcfs  fince  tke  far 
lupenor  engravings  publifhcd  by  latter  travellers. 

•  10  Toppa 
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Joppa  is  in  the  tribe  of  Dan  *,  in  the  champain  country  of  Saron,  which  extended 
from  this  place  northward  as  far  as  Csfarea.  Ancient  geographers  feem  to  have 
miftaken  in  placing  Joppa  near  the  fouth-eaft;  corner  of  the  Mediterranean,  which, 
accoriiing  to  the  fea  charls,  as  every  one  may  obferve,  is  much  further  fouth,  and  is 
commonly  placed  to  the  fouthward  of  Gaza,  about  the  ancient  Raphia,  at  the  gulph  of 
LarifTa. 

Joppa  is  fituated  on  the  fide  of  a  low  hill  over  the  fea  ;  there  feems  to  have  been  an 
ancient  port,  which  might  have  contained  great  vefl'els,  but  now  large  boats  only  can 
go  into  it.  The  (hips  ride  in  the  open  road,  and  are  often  obliged  to  go  to  fea  in  flormy 
weather. 

The  Latin  convent,  where  European  pilgrims  are  received,  is  faid  to  have  been 
the  houfe  of  Simon  the  tanner.  But  the  tradition  is  more  probable,  that  it  was  on  the 
fite  of  an  old  convent,  near  the  European  burial  ground,  over  the  fea,  at  a  place  where 
there  are  tan-pits,  which  may  have  been  made  ot  late  years.  It  was  here  St.  Peter  faw 
that  remarkable  vifion,  by  which  he  was  forbid  to  call  any  thing  common  or  unclean  f. 
All  the  other  religions  have  their  convents  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  near  the  fea,  with 
conveniences  for  receiving  a  great  number  of  pilgrims,  who  often  wait  here  to  go  with 
the  carayan  to  Jerufalem  before  Eafter,  and  to  embark  when  they  return. 

About  a  mile  to  the  eafl  of  the  town,  on  a  rifuig  ground,  ai-e  fome  old  foundations, 
which  they  call  the  houfe  of  Tabitha,  who  was  raifed  from  the  dead  by  St.  Peter  +, 
where  probably  there  was  a  church  dedicated  to  her,  and  the  Greeks  come  to  this 
place,  and  perform  their  ofiices  on  the  day  of  her  feftival. 

They  have  a  great  trade  at  Joppa  in  loap,  which  is  not  only  made  here,  but  likewife- 
at  Jerufalem,  Rama,  and  Lydda,  though  commonly  iblcj  under  the  name  of  Joppa  foap, 
and  it  is  trom  this  place  that  Egypt  is  chiefly  fupplied  ;  it  is  made  of  the  oil  of  oHves  and 
a(hes.  They  alfo  export  great  quantities  of  cotton  in  Gnall  boats  to  Acre,  to  be  fhipped 
otf  for  other  parts.  They  have  a  conllant  fupply  of  good  water,  by  digging  wells  clofe 
by  the  fea  fliore. 

The  town  belongs  to  the  Kifler-Aga,  or  head  of  the  Grand  Signior's  black  eunuchs, 
who  fends  a  governor  to  this  place,  that  relides  in  a  fmall  caflle,  at  the  fouth  end  oi' 
the  town,  and  has  a  foldiery  under  him  ;  but  they  are  of  little  ufe  in  the  country  againft 
the  Arabs,  becaufe,  as  I  was  informed,  if  they  happen  to  kill  anyone,  they  are  obliged 
to  pay  for  tlie  blood  a  fine  of  eleven  hujidrcd  piallers,  which  is  near  one  hundred  and 
fihy  pounds,  and  fixteen  changes  of  raiment,  which  the  foldiers  of  the  Grand  Signior 
are  not  obliged  to. 

There  was  an  opinion  that  Jerufalem  could  be  feen  from  this  place  §,  but  it  would  be 
difficult  to  conceive  it,  as  the  hills  between  thefe  places  are  confiderably  higher  than 
tiiofe  on  which  Jerufalem  (tands,  unlefs  they  could  fee  from  the  height  of  Joppa  any  of 

*  According  to  the  Roman  ilivifion  of  Palcftinc,  it  is  in  the  tetrarchy  of  Judaea,  wl\ich  confided  of  the 
tribes  of  Juda,  Benjamin,  Dan,  and  Simeon.  The  other  parts  of  the  (livifion  confiilcd  of  Samaria,  Ga- 
lilee, Perara.  Dccapohj,  Gaulonilis,  Galaaditis,  Batanxa,  and  Auranitis.  Samaria  contained  in  it  the 
tribes  of  Ephraim,  Irt'achar,  and  the  half  tribe  of  ManafTeh.  Galilee  had  in  it  the  tribes  of  Zabulon, 
Aifer,  and  Naphlhali.  Per.ca,  on  the  other  fide  of  Jordan,  confiilcd  of  the  tribes  of  Gad  and  Reuben. 
Deeapolis  was  part  of  the  half  tribe  of  ManalTeh.  Gaulonitis  u?s  to  the  north  of  it.  Galaaditis  was  a 
hilly  coti'try,  extending  from  mount  Libanon,  throiijjh  the  half  tribe  of  ManafTeh,  and  the  tribes  of  Gad 
and  Reuben.  Further  north  in  the  half  tiibc  ofManaiTtii  was  Baianxa.  Antl  more  northwards  was 
Auranitis  or  Iturxa:  IJey  .nd  this,  bordering  on  the  territory  of  Damafcus,  was  Trachonitia.  The 
country  of  the  I'hihllines  was  to  the  fouth  of  Joppa.  and  ehiLtly  confiftcl  of  five  citiet  with  their  territories, 
that  is,  Afcalon  or  Ekron,  Gath,  A^otus  or  Alhdod,  and  Gaza,  which  country  wai  given  to  the  tribes  of 
Dan  and  Simeon,  but  was  never  entirely  poflelfed  by  them, 
t  Afti  X.         +   /\fts  ix.  36,         §  Strabo,  .x\i.  p.  759. 

the 
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tlie  very  M.^'Ii  towers  of  Jerufalem  ;  for  Jolcphus  affirms  they  coulJ  view  tlic  feafrom  (lie 
tower  I'I'ephinus,  as  well  as  the  iitmoft  extent  of  the  Jewifli  dominions  to  the  weft. 
Tills  place  is  alfo  mentioned  by  the  nncicnts,  as  tlie  fcene  of  the  adventure  between 
Andromeda  and  Perll-us*.  And  the  grave  St.  Jeromf  fays,  that  the  ring  to  which  the 
lady  was  faftcneil  remained  in  the  rock  to  his  lime. 

1  did  not  feeJoppa  til!  afier  my  return,  for  when  I  went  to  the  Latin  convent  the  fuperior 
iiiformeil  me,  that  a  caravan  was  tliea  fcttiug  out  for  Rama,  and  that  the  monks,  v.ho 
went  with  it,  were  to  be  at  Jerui'alem  the  next  morning.  So  I  put  all  my  cafli  into 
the  fupcrior's  hands,  it  being  a  rule  never  to  carry  anv  n>oney,  becaufe.  If  llie  Arabs 
fhould  chance  to  find  it,  it  wivjld  ofti-n  expofe  pilgrims  to  be  fearched,  and  ill  ufed  for 
the  fame  end.  I  went  with  the  lervant  of  the  convent  out  of  the  town,  where  an 
afs  being  provided  for  me,  T  was  accompanied  bv  two  Arabs  on  horfeback,  and  came  up 
■with  the  caravan  that  had  already  let  out ;  which  confiited  of  a  few  camels,  about 
twenty  afifes  laden,  and  fome  perfons  either  on  affes  or  on  foot ;  and  among  the  former, 
four  of  the  Latin  monks,  to  whom  I  made  myfclf  known.  I  foon  found  we  were  got  into 
a  country  under  the  influence  of  the  Arabs,  for  as  our  beafts  (that  were  not  eafily 
governed)  went  too  faft,  they  came  often,  and  (topped  them  with  the  butt  end  of  their 
mulkets,  which  they  not  only  laid  on  the  beafts,  but  alfo  on  the  riders,  efpecially 
on  the  monks,  who  thought  it  policy  to  pretend  not  to  underftand  the  Arabic  language, 
that  they  might  not  be  troubled  with  their  impertinence.  After  travelliiig  three  leagues, 
we  arrived  at  the  Latin  convent  in  Rama,  in  which  they  arc  all  Spaniards.  The  monks 
fet  out  that  niglit  for  Jerufalem,  under  the  condutt  of  fome  Arabs,  whom  they  ufually 
employ,  who  furniflied  them  with  horfes ;  but  they  faid  they  heard  I  was  a  rich  merchant, 
and  demanded  a  very  extravagant  price  to  carry  me  ;  on  which  it  was  thought  advife- 
able  that  I  (hould  wait  for  another  opportunity.  During  the  time  1  ftaycd  in  the  con- 
vent, the  fuperior  thought  it  proper  I  fhould  not  ftir  out,  or  be  fo  much  as  fecn  from 
the  terrace  on  the  top  of  the  houfe,  that  the  Arabs  might  not  know  that  a  Frank 
was  there. 

Rama,  in  tl:e  tribe  of  F.phraim,  called  by  the  Arabs  Rameli,  is  fituated  in  a  rich 
.plain,  and  is  fuppofed  to  be  the  Arimatha;a  of  Jofeph.  The  monks  have  a  notion  that 
the  houfe  of  Nicodemus  ilood  on  the  fpot  of  the  fmall  old  chapel  in  their  convent ;  and 
that  he  made  that  famous  crucifix  here  which  is  at  Lucca,  and  is  commonly  called 
Volto  Santo.  This  convent  is  faid  to  have  been  founded  by  Philip  the  Good,  duke  of 
Burgundy. 

There  were  two  churches  at  Rama,  which  are  now  converted  into  mofques,  in  one 
It  is  faid  fome  of  tlie  bodies  of  the  martyrs  of  Sebafte  in  Armenia  were  depofited : 
near  the  tower  of  that  church  is  a  large  building,  fupported  by  pillars,  which  is  thought 
to  be  the  remains  of  a  inonaftery.  Near  the  Latin  burial  place,  there  is  a  large  ciftern 
or  vault  under  ground,  which  has  always  plenty  of  good  water  in  it :  the  root  of  the 
tamarifk  tree  growing  into  it,  the  waters  are  eiteemed  good  for  the  dropfy.  There 
are  great  ruins  of  houfes  in  this  place,  fo  that  it  feems  formerly  to  have  been  a  much 
more  confiderable  town  than  it  is  at  prefent  ;  and  it  is  probable  that  it  flouriflied  during 
the  time  of  the  holy  war.  The  Greeks  and  Armenians  have  convents  here,  and 
there  are  commonly  three  or  four  French  faftors,  who  refide  in  this  place,  to  buy 
up  cotton,  and  feud  it  to  Joppa.  The  Arabs  are  fo  troublefome  in  thefe  parts,  that 
fometimes  they  rob  the  people  even  in  their  gardens. 

•   Strabo,  ibid.  Jofephus,  ill.  p.  29.  f   Hie  locus  eft  quo  ufque  hodie  faxa  monftrantur  in  littore, 

jn  quibuj  Andromeda  religata,  Perfei  quondam  fit  liljerata  praefidio.     Cemmcni.  Nieronymi in  Jont prophett, 

,  About 
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About  a  league  to  the  eaft-north-eafl:  in  this  plain  is  Lydda,  where  St.  Peter  cured 
^neas  of  the  palfy  *.  I  went  to  it  in  my  return  ;  it  is  faid  to  have  been  dcftroyed 
by  Ceflius  in  the  beginning  of  the  Jewifh  war,  and  when  rebuilt  it  was  called  Diofpolis. 
It  is  now  only  a  poor  village,  but  the  ftones  that  are  feen  in  the  modern  buildings 
(hew,  that  it  has  been  a  place  of  fomc  confequence.  There  are  remains  here  of  a 
very  fine  church,  built  by  the  emperor  Juflinian,  and  though  fome  later  writers  fay,  it 
was  the  work  of  a  king  of  England,  yet  from  the  architecture  that  remains,  it  miy 
be  concluded,  that  it  could  only  be  repaired  by  one  of  them,  probably  by  Richard  the 
firft,  when  he  was  in  Palefline,  during  the  time  of  the  holy  war.  This  building  is  of 
hewn  ftone,  both  within  and  without,  and  of  excellent  mafbnry.  The  Greeks  have  the 
eafl  part  of  the  ruined  church,  which  is  uncovered,  except  that  the  arch  remains 
over  the  high  altar,  which  being  a  pointed  arch,  after  the  Godiic  ftyle,  doubtlefs  was 
built  when  the  church  was  repaired ;  the  Turks  have  turned  the  weft  end  into  a 
mofque,  having  a  great  veneration  for  St.  George.  They  have  fome  legend  that  he 
was  of  this  place,  and  fuflered  here  as  a  confeflbr  by  fcourging,  and  fome  fay  died  in 
this  place  as  a  martyr,  of  which  particulars  there  feems  to  be  no  account  that  can  be 
depended  on. 

All  this  country  is  a  very  rich  foil,  and  throws  up  a  great  quantity  of  herbage.  1 
obferved  chardons  growing  very  rank,  alfo  rue,  fennel,  and  the  ftriped  thiftle,  which, 
probably,  on  this  account,  has  been  called  the  holy  thiftle ;  they  fay  alfo  there  are  a 
great  variety  of  anemonies.  1  faw  likcwife  many  tulips  growing  wild  in  the  fields, 
and  any  one  who  confiders  how  beautiiul  thofe  flowers  are  to  the  eye,  would  be  apt 
to  conjeclure  that  thefe  are  the  lilies  to  which  Solomon  in  all  his  glory,  was  not  to  be 
compared. 

On  the  feventeenth  the  great  caravan  of  pilgrims  came  from  Joppa  to  Rama,  in  their 
way  to  Jerufalem,  under  the  conducl  of  the  governor  of  that  city.  The  Latin  monks 
neither  go  theinfelves,  nor  fend  others  with  it,  becaufe  fome  Europeans  have  formerly 
been  taken  out  of  the  caravans  by  the  Arabs,  and  detained  by  them  in  their  villages 
and  tents,  till  the  Latin  fathers  have  fent  money  to  ranfom  them  ;  fo  that  now  they 
always  travel  under  the  conduct  of  Arabs,  having  generally  fome  of  known  fidehty, 
■who  ferve  them  on  thefe  occafions.  It  was  thought  the  roads  would  be  more  fecure  about 
the  time  when  the  great  caravan  was  pafling ;  fo  in  the  evening  every  thing  was  pre- 
pai-ed  for  my  departure.  And  as  foon  as  it  was  dark  I  fet  out  for  Jerufalem,  under  the 
conduft  of  an  Arab  on  horfeback,  and  his  fervant  on  foot.  He  led  me  two  or  three 
miles  to  his  tent,  not  much  out  of  the  road,  where  there  was  an  encampment  of 
Arabs.  I  fat  round  a  fire  in  the  tent  with  his  wife  and  others.  For  the  Arabs  are 
not  fo  fcrupulous  as  the  Turks  about  their  women,  and  though  they  have  the  harem, 
or  Vv'omens  part  of  ilie  tent,  yet  fuch  as  they  are  acquainted  with  come  into  them; 
they  brought  me  bread  and  collee,  and  after  a  while  fignified  that  I  might  go  to  fleep 
on  the  carpet.  For  1  underftood  that  we  fliould  depart  in  an  hour  or  two,  fo  as  that  we 
might  be  at  Jerufalem  before  it  was  day.  I  fell  afleep,  but  when  I  awaked,  and  faw 
ih^'  d.iylight,  1  began  to  be  very  uneaiy.  However,  coffee  was  prepared,  and  the 
Arab  went  out,  as  1  fuppofed,  to  get  the  horfes ;  but  as  it  was  two  or  three  hours 
before  he  returned,  I  be[:an  to  be  very  apprehenfive  what  they  might  defign  to  do 
with  me  ;  Init  win  n  he  came  in  he  endeavoured  to  make  me  undcrftand  that  we  ftiould 
depart  at  night,  which  gave  me  fome  fatistadion,  though  I  doubted  whether  he  was 
tntirely  to  be  depended  on.  vVnd  I  lay  under  greater  difficulties,  as,  in  tliis  journey,  for 

•  Afli  ix.  34. 
VOL.  X.  30  certain 
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certain  reafons,  I  diJ  not  take  my  interpreter  with  me.  However,  they  entertained  me 
as  veil  as  thev  could,  made  cakes  which  were  four,  and  brought  fine  oil  of  olives,  irt 
which  they  ulually  dip  their  bread,  and  perceiving  I  did  not  like  it,  they  ferved  up 
fome  four  buttermilk,  and  every  meal  was  clofed  with  colfee.  I  was  kept  in  the  harem 
for  greater  fecurity,  thfe  wife  being  always  with  me,  no  ftrangers  ever  daring  to  come 
into  the  womens  apartment,  unlefs  they  are  introduced.  Several  women  came  to 
look  at  me,  and  fome  men.  In  the  afternoon  the  Arab,  putting  his  ftripcd  garment 
upon  me,  took  me  out  to  walk  with  him  in  the  fields,  and,  as  a  mark  of  his  civility, 
cut  oft'  the  tender  fhoots  of  wild  fennel,  and  gave  them  me  to  eat.  However,  as  foon 
as  it  was  dark,  we  fet  out  as  before,  and,  when  we  came  to  Jerufalem,  he  faid,  that 
coming  out  of  Joppa  he  was  informed  that  fome  of  his  enemies  were  there,  -.uid  he  was 
afraid  they  might  have  laid  wait  for  us  ;  fo  to  be  fecure  he  conducted  me  to  his  tent, 
and  when  he  had  me  out,  did  not  care  to  carry  me  back  to  the  convent  again.  It  is 
certain  this  is  thought  to  be  one  of  the  moft  dangerous  roads  in  Turkey,  and  accord- 
ingly in  the  plain  he  conducted  me,  not  by  the  high  road,  but  through  the  fields,  and 
I  obfervcd,  that  he  avoided  as  much  as  he  could  going  near  any  villages  or  encamp- 
ments, and  fometimes  ftood  ftill,  as  I  thought,  to  hearken,  and  wcnild  often  ftop, 
and,  as  I  imagined,  called  his  fervant  to  be  near  him,  and  ready  to  give  him  his  pike. 

We  had  travelled,  as  I  conjectured,  about  fix  miles  in  the  plain,  crofted  tlie  dry  bed 
of  a  winter  torrent,  and  afcended  the  hills  to  the  north.  This  probably  is  the  rivulet, 
called  by  the  writers  of  the  holy  war  the  river  of  Rama,  and  may  be  the  fame  as  Gaafh  *, 
mentioned  in  the  holy  fcripture,  and  probably  is  that  river  which  Reland  fuppofes  to 
fall  into  the  fea,  about  half  a  league  north  of  Joppa  ;  we  afcended  the  hill,  and  coming 
to  a  narrow  pafs,  I  obferved  a  fquare  building  of  hewn  ftone  to  tlie  left,  and,  oppofite 
to  it,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  hill,  a  large  ruined  building  over  a  precipice.  This  feems 
to  be  what  is  commonly  called  the  caille  of  the  good  thief,  where  they  fay  he  was  born 
and  lived,  and,  I  fuppofe,  is  the  fame  place  that  the  Arab  ftiewed  me  at  a  difbmce  in 
my  return  from  Jerufalem  by  another  road,  and  told  me  it  was  called  Ladroun.  From 
the  account  that  travellers  give,  the  building  to  the  lelt  feems  to  be  the  mjfque,  which, 
they  fay,  was  a  church  dedicated  to  the  feven  Maccabees,  where  fome  alfo  aflirm,  that 
they  were  buried,  but  without  rcafon,  Modin,  the  place  of  their  birth  and  interment, 
being  in  the  tribe  of  Dan.  On  the  top  of  the  hill  we  paflTed  through  a  ruinous  village  ; 
here  the  Arab  feemed  to  be  under  fome  apprehenfions,  and  I  obferved  that  he  rid  with 
bis  pike  poifed,  fo  as  to  be  ready  in  cafe  of  any  attack.  We  defcended  the  hill,  having  a 
narrow  valley  to  the  fouth,  and  obferved  a  fmall  ftream  running  down  the  fide  of  it 
Into  a  large  cillern.  We  afcended  another  hilK  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  valley,  and 
went  along  a  plain  road  with  hills  on  each  fide ;  I  did  not  fee  a  place  which  is  called 
Jeremiah,  where  they  fay  there  are  ruins  of  a  church,  and  fome  think  that  it  probably 
may  be  Anathoth,  where  that  prophet  was  born.  Going  on  1  faw  a  mofque  on  a  high 
hill,  which  afterwards  I  had  reafon  to  think  was  Rama,  where  Samuel  was  buried.  We 
defcended  the  rockly  hills,  and  paftTed  by  the  end  of  a  valley,  which  had  high  hills  on 
each  fide  of  it.  This  I  had  afterwards  reafon  to  conclude  to  be  the  valley  of  Lefca. 
Wc  afcended  a  little  way,  and  pafllng  by  a  ruin  to  the  right,  came  to  the  top  of  a  low 
hill,  from  which  we  defcended  into  the  plain  country  which  is  near  Jerufalem.  I  faw 
many  ruins  cfti  each  fide  of  the  road  ;  aiid  we  arrived  at  the  gate  of  Jerufalem  near  two 
hours  before  day. 

•  2  Sam.  sxiii.  30.  i  Cbron.  xi.  32.     It  is  probable  that  thefe  brooks  rife  about  Mount  Gaafli,  which, 
vfaj  to  tke  fouth  of  Timnatb-teral),  where  Jofuah  was  buried.    Jof.  xxiv.  30.  Jud.  ii.  9. 

The 
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The  Arab  would  have  left  me,  but  I  made  /igns  to  him  not  to  go,  and  as  it  rained 
I  flood  and  relied  myfelf  againfl  a  tree,  and  flept,  being  much  fatigued  ;  but  if  he  had 
left  me,  I  fhould  have  run  a  great  rifque  of  being  flripr,  for  people  came  to  the  gate 
before  it  was  open.  As  foon  as  we  could  go  in,  the  Arab  left  me  with  the  keeper  of 
the  gate,  and  called  the  Dragoman  or  interpreter  of  the  convent ;  whilfl:  he  was 
gone  I  had  been  infulted  by  the  boy  that  belonged  to  the  gate,  who  demanded  money 
of  me,  and  Ihatched  my  handkerchief  from  me  as  a  pledge ;  but  the  man  into  whofe 
hands  he  put  it,  returned  it  to  me,  when  the  interpreter  came,  who  lliewcd  me  the 
way  to  the  convent. 

Chap.  II. — Of  Jcnifalan,  and  of  Mcimt  Sion  in  particular. 

IT  is  doubted  by  foiue  whether  Salem,  mentioned  in  the  hillory  of  Abraham,  was 
fituated  where  Jerufalem  now  (lands  ;  however,  it  is  certain  this  city  was  called  Jebus, 
when  the  Ifraelites  conquered  it.  The  prefent  name  is  thought  to  fignify  the  inheri- 
tance of  peace.  After  it  was  deftroyed  by  the  Romans  it  was  called  iElia,  but  it  foon 
recovered  the  old  name,  wiiich  was  always  retained  among  cluiflians.  The  Arabs  call 
it  Kudes-She'ritl",  that  is,  The  holy  and  noble. 

This  city  Hands  at  the  fouth-end  of  a  large  plain  that  extends  northwards  to- 
wards Samaria,  and  has  vallies  on  the  other  three  fides,  which  to  the  eaft  and  fouth  are 
very  deep.  The  former  is  called  the  valley  of  Jehofophat,  the  latter  the  valley  of  Siloe 
and  Gehinnoni  ;  the  whole  alfo  feems  to  have  been  fometimes  called  the  valley  of 
Jehofophat,  and  then  Siloe  and  Gehinnom  mufl  be  confidered  as  only  particular  parts 
of  it.  The  valley  of  Rephaim  on  the  wed  is  not  fo  deep  ;  the  hills  on  the  other  fide 
of  thefe  valleys  are  higher  than  Jerufolem. 

The  city  in  its  greateil  extent  confifled  of  four  hills,  Sion  to  the  fouth  and  well  *, 
Moria  to  the  eafl,  Acra  to  the  eafl  and  well,  extending  the  whole  breadth  of  the  city, 
and  Bezetha  to  the  north  :  it  was  above  four  ;^iiles  in  circumference,  but  now  it  does 
not  exceed  two  miles  and  a  half.  ,,' 

Jofephus  fays,  it  was  defended  by  three  walls,  where  there  were  no  valleys ; 
Mount  Sion  was  entirely  encompalTed  with  one  wall  ;  Mount  Acra  had  probably  a  wall 
every  way  but  to  the  fouth,  where  it  joined  to  Sion  and  Moriah,  and  fo  alfo  had  Bc- 
zelha  ;  the  court  of  the  temple  alfo  was  encompaflcd  with  walls. 

The  old  ciiv  ilood  on  l\U)unt  Sion,  which  is  Jcl)us,  and  was  the  highofl  hill.  The 
fouth  part  of  it  is  now  without  the  walls :  it  is  boimded  to  the  fouth  and  well  by  a 
deep  valley  ;  to  the  eafl  it  was  fcparatcd  from  Mount  Moriah  by  tlie  valley  of  Millo, 
called  by  Jofephus  TyrnjK-ion,  or  the  place  of  the  cheefeuiongers.  The  bazars  or 
Ihnps  are  at  prefent  in  this  valley,  and  the  quarter  of  the  Jews  with  their  feven  fyna- 
gogues.  To  the  north  it  was  bounded  by  the  valley  of  carcafes,  which  lies  between  it 
and  Mount  Calvary  ;  iMount  Gihon  alfo  probably  might  join  to  it  towards  the  north- 
well  corner,  but  it  feems  to  have  been  Icit  without  the  city  by  rcafon  that  the  natural 
fituation  of  it  is  weak  to  the  weft,  where  the  valley  is  very  (hallow. 

Herod  built  tliree  towers  on  the  north  fide  of  Sion,  and  gave  them  tho  names  of  Hip- 
picus,  Phafa'lus,  and  Mariainne.  The  tower  Ilippicus  was  at  the  north-wefl  corner, 
which  might  be  where  Nehemiah  f  mentions  the  tower  that  lieth  out  over-againft  the 
king's  high  houfe,  that  was  by  the  court  of  the  prifon  in  which  Jeremiah  was  confined  ; 

•  Mount  Calvary  and  Gilioii,  and  tlie  Valley  of  carcafc<,  being  mentioned  as  nortli  of  Mount  Sion^  and 
witlunit  the  city,  has  made  foinc  pcojjlc  conchido  tliat  Mount  Sion  \ras  lo  the  north  of  the  city, 
f  Nehemiah  iii. 

I  a  2  the 
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the  caflle,  which  is  now  called  the  tower  of  David,  feems  to  ftand  on  this  fpot,  anit 
is  faid  to  have  been  built  by  the  Pifans  in  the  time  of  the  holy  war.  The  tower  Pha- 
filus  was  about  the  noth-eaft  corner,  and  might  be  where  the  tower  of  Furnaces  flood, 
which  is  fpoken  of  by  Nchemiah  ;  and  Mariamne,  which  was  between  them,  might  be 
either  the  tower  of  Meah,  or  that  of  Hananiel,  mentioned  by  him,  all  which  we  may 
fuppofe  were  rebuilt  by  Herod  in  a  flronger  manner. 

There  were  feveral  gates  to  Mount  Sion  ;  that  of  the  Eflcnes,  mentioned  by  Jofc- 
phus,  feems  to  have  been  to  the  weft,  probably  in  that  part  which  at  prefent  is  not 
enclofed.  The  gate  of  David,  which  may  be  the  fame  as  that  of  the  merchants,  and 
the  fifli  gate,  feems  to  be  what  is  now  called  the  gate  of  Bethlt-hcm,  at  the  north-weft 
corner  of  the  old  city  ;  it  may  be  alfo  the  gate  of  Gennath  of  Jofcphus,  or  the  gate  of 
the  gardens.  The  horfe  gate,  from  Nehemiah's  defcription,  was  probably  about  this 
part,  or  on  the  north  fide,  and  might  be  fo  called  from  the  horfes  being  led  out  of  it 
to  be  watered,  it  may  be,  to  the  pool  of  Gihon.  The  gate  Miphkad  alio  of  Nchemiah, 
feems  to  have  been  to  the  north  ;  afterwards  he  mentions  the  turning  of  the  corner, 
which  might  not  be  one  of  the  principal  corners  of  the  city,  but  the  angle  made  in 
the  wall  to  the  fouth  of  Mount  Calvary.  Near  this  was  the  ftieep  gate,  which  may  be 
what  is  now  called  the  iron  gate,  beyond  which  was  the  old  gate.  The  gate  of  the 
valley  muft  have  been  at  the  fouth  end  of  the  valley  of  Millo.  The  dung  gate  I  ftiould 
imagine  was  on  the  eaft  fide  of  Sion  leading  to  Millo,  by  which,  without  doubt,  they 
carried  the  dung  down  to  the  valley.  The  gate  of  the  fountain  feems  to  have  been 
that  at  the  fouth  end  of  the  vale  of  Millo,  leading  down  to  Siloe  and  the  valley  of 
Jehofophat.  The  gate  of  Sion,  if  diftincl  from  any  of  thefc,  miglit  be  about  the  fouth 
part  of  the  hill,  leading  to  the  higheft  and  ftrongeft  part  of  it,  which  was  the  citadel, 
and  was  the  laft  place  that  was  taken  by  Titus. 

"Within  the  prefent  walls  of  Mount  Sion,  going  from  the  tower  of  David  to  the 
eaft,  are  the  following  remarkable  places  ;  firft  on  the  left,  the  fpot  where  they  fay  Chrill 
met  the  three  Mary's,  and  then  turning  to  the  left  is  the  houfe  of  St.  Thomas,  near 
that  is  the  beautiful  church  of  St.  James,  in  which  they  (liew  the  place  where  he  was 
beheaded  ;  it  belongs  to  the  Armenians,  who  have  there  a  large  convent  for  the  recep- 
tion of  ftrangers ;  they  alfo  give  an  account  of  two  ftones  in  it,  one  brought  from 
Mount  Sinai,  againft  which,  they  fay,  Mofes  broke  the  tables  of  the  law,  and  the  other 
Irom  tbat  part  of  the  river  of  Jordan  where  our  Saviour  was  baptized.  A  little  fur- 
ther is  the  houfe  of  Annas  the  high  prieft,  called  the  church  of  the  olive,  becaufe  they 
affirm  that  the  olive-tree  is  in  the  court,  to  which  our  Saviour  was  tied  when  he  was 
brought  before  Annas  ;  here  alfo  they  are  pleafed  to  fliew  a  ftone,  which  they  fay, 
fpoke  on  that  occafion.  Returning  to  the  ftreet  in  which  the  houfe  of  St.  Thomas 
fhmds,  and  turning  down  to  the  left  hand  towards  the  iron  gate,  one  comes  to  the 
church  of  the  Syrians,  which  was  the  houfe  of  Mary  the  mother  of  Mark  to  which  St. 
Peter  went  when  he  was  delivered  out  of  prifon.  At  the  fouth-weft  end  of  Mount  Sion 
without  the  prefent  walls,  are  the  burial  places  of  the  chiiftians,  and  it  is  probable 
that  the  bodies  of  St.  Stephen,  Nicodemus,  Gamaliel,  and  his  fons,  were  removed 
to  this  place  from  the  valley  of  Jehofophat  by  the  emperor  Honorius.  A  little  further 
is  the  houfe  of  Caiphas,  to  which  our  Saviour  was  carried  to  appear  before  the  high 
prieft  ;  it  is  near  the  Armenian  convent.  Not  far  from  this,  they  fhew  a  place,  where 
it  is  faid,  the  Jews  would  have  thrown  down  the  corpfe  of  the  bleffed  virgin  Mary, 
as  they  were  carrying  it  to  be  buried,  and  further  is  the  place  where  St.  Peter  wept, 
and  towards  the  fouth  brow  of  the  hill  is  a  mofque,  where  Chrift  eat  the  paifover  with 
Ins  difciples.  Near  unto  it  is  the  fepulchrc  of  David,  over  which  there  is  now  a  mofque, 
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which  chriftians  are  not  permitted  to  fee  ;  and  they  fhew  near  this  place,  where  the 
difciples  feparated  to  preach  tlie  gofpel  throughout  the  world. 

There  were  alfo  feveral  remarkable  things  on  Mount  Sion,  of  which  there  are  no 
remains ;  as  the  garden  of  the  kings  near  the  pool  of  Siloam,  where  Manafleh  and 
Amon,    kings  of  Judah,  were  buried,  and  it  is  probable  this  was  the  fixed  burial  place 
of  the  kings,  it  being  the  ancient  eaftern  cuftom  to  bury  in  their  own  houfes  or  gardens. 
There  are  no  figns  of  the  two  moft  beautiful  palaces  built  by  Herod,  which  were  called 
sifter  the  names  of  Ca;far  and  Agrippa,  nor  of  the  houfe  of  St.  John,  where  the  blefled 
virgin    lived  with   him,    and   where  llie    died,    together  with    feveral    other    places 
mentioned   by  Nehemiah,  and  others ;  fuch  as  the  king's  armory,  the  houfe  of  the 
mighty,   which    was  probably   defigned  for  training   up  young  perfons   to  the   war, 
the  upper  mai-ket,  and  the  ftairs  that  went  down  from  the  city  of  David,  as  may  be 
fuppofed  to  the  vulley  of  the  pool  of  Siloe.     The  vale  to  the  north  of  Mount  Sion,  I 
take  to  be  chiefly  about  the  place  where  the  ftreet  of  the  pool  now  is,  which  is  on  the 
right  hand  of  the  llreet  of  the  Latin  convent,  that  leads  to  the  holy  fepulchre.     This 
vale  extends  alfo  eaflward  to  the  fhops  in  the  quarter  about  the  hofpital  of  St.  Helena, 
having  Mount  C.alvary  to  the  north-weft,  and  Mount  Acra  to  the  north-ealt.    The  firft 
thing  obfervable  in  that  ftreet  of  the  pool  *,  is  the  pool  behind  the  houfes  to  the  right; 
I  defccnded  to  it  bv  thirteen  fteps,  and  found  it  to  be  about  a  hundred  paces  long  and 
fixty  broad  ;  they  told  me  it  was  called  the  lower  pool ;  the  water  that  is  in  it  feems  to 
depend  on  the  rains,  and  is  not  drinkable  ;  poftibly  it  may  be  what  is  called  the  old 
pool,  from  which  there  was  a  ilream  run  through  all  the  city  into  the  brook  Kedron. 
Further  on  is  the  church  of  St.  John  and  St.  James,  belonging  to  the  Greeks,  where 
it  is  faid  thole  apoftles  were  born  ;  near  this,  on  the  left,  are  remains  of  a  wall  built 
of  very  large  ftoncs,  and  a  little  further  is  the  iron  grate.     Returning  back  and  going 
to  the  fouth  of  the  holy  fepulchre,  I  law  what  remains  of  Mount  Calvary,  without  the 
church,  which  lecmed  to  be  about  the  fame  height  of  that  within  it,  and  going  eaft- 
ward  we  pafled  by  the  place  on  the  left  in  which  St.  Peter  was  imprifoned,  where  there 
was  formerly  a  church.     Making  two  or  three  turnings,  but  going  moftly  to  the  eaft, 
we  pafled  by  the  end  of  three  ftreets  of  fhops,  extending  to  the  fouth,  nnd   came  by 
an  afcent  to  the  holpital  of  St.  Helena  on  the  right,  and  to  the  left  a  cHlern,  called  by 
her  name,  and   laid  to  be  built  by  her,  both  wiiich,  though  probably  on  the  foot  of 
Mount  Acra,  I  Ihall  defcribe  in  this  place.     This  ciftern  is  a  very  large  vauh  to  receive 
water,  which  was  doubtlcfs  made  under  fomeantient  buildings,  as  there  are  fuch  cifterns 
under  moft  of  the  houl'es  in  Jerufalem  for  this  purpofe.     The  hofpital  of  St.  Helena  is  a 
magnificent  fabric,  the  gates  are  built  with  a  tier  of  white  marble,  and  a  tier  of  red  alter- 
nately, having  (heets  of  lead  placed  between  the  Itones  ;   the  kitchen,  and  a  large  room, 
laid  to  have  been  ufcd  lor  the  reception  of  the  poor,  are  very  magnificent ;  but  it  is 
probable  this  buikling  belonged  to  the  knights  of  Jerufalen\,  and  that  it  was  called  the 
hofpital,  becaufe  the  Turks  ufe  the  kitchen  for  boiling  meat  which  is  diltributed  to  the 
poor  ;  and  lb  the  fathers  have  given  it  the  name  of  the  hofpital  of  St.  Helena.     The 
other  large  room  is  made  ufe  of  as  a  ftable.     The  ftreets  before  mentioned,  which  are 
to  the  fouth   of  this  rifing  ground,  feem  to  be  the  valley  north   t)f  Mount  Sion,  ex- 
tending fouth   of  this  hofpital  which  is  to  the  caft,  and  joins  to  the  ealtern  valley  of 
Millo,  which  we  mav  fuppofe  was  bounded  to   the  eaft  by  Mount  Moriah,  about  the 
ftreet  which  goes  from  the  houfe  of  the  rich  man,  along  by  the  welt  fide  of  the  court 
of  the  temple,  to  which  I  obferved  feveral  entrances  from  the  ftreet*     At  the  corner 

*  Called  the  Arcct  uf  the  rifcina,  which  ii  the  Latin  and  Italian  word  fur  a  pool. 
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ot"  the  ftrcct  whifh  leads  to  the  firfl  entrance  is  a  conduit,  fuppllcd  by  Solomon's 
aqueduct ;  near  this,  I  I'uppofe,  was  the  routh-wefl;  corner  of  Mount  Acra  ;  the  iecond 
entrance  from  that  place  to  the  fouth  is  what  they  call  the  beautiful  gate  of  the  temple. 
All  this  ilreet  confiils  of  fliops,  and  is  arched  over,  and  that  part  of  it  which  is  to  the 
eaft  of  Mount  Acra,  as  well  as  the  flreets  to  the  weft  and  fouth,  fcem  to  be  the  valley 
of  Millo,  extending  all  down  the  hill  to  the  fouth  as  far  as  the  pool  of  Siloe.  The 
quarter  of  the  Jews,  and  their  feven  poor  fynagogues  being,  if  I  miftake  not,  under  the 
north-ea(t  corner  of  Mount  Sion. 

The  Latin  convent  is  thought  to  have  been  on  Moimt  Gihon,  though  fome  feem 
to  fpeak  of  that  hill  as  beyond  the  pool  of  Gihon.  From  this  inonallerv  there  is  a 
defcent  to  the  itreet  of  the  pool  that  turns  to  the  right,  out  of  whicli  the  firil  ftreet 
to  the  left  leads  to  the  church  of  the  fepulchre,  and  about  this  part  mount  Calvarv 
muft  begin  ;  which  might  be  a  part  of  Mount  Gihon.  Keeping  on  the  firlt-mentioned 
ftreet  from  the  Latin  convent,  there  is  Itill  a  defcent,  which,  I  imagine,  nuift  be  the 
foot  of  Mount  Acra,  extending  to  the  hofpital  ;  and  that  the  gate  of  judgment  led 
into  that  part  of  the  city  froni  Mount  Calvary,  and  may  have  had  its  name  from  the 
council  houfe  which  is  mentioned  about  this  quarter  by  Jofephus. 

As  I  have  mentioned  the  Latin  convent,  I  lliall  give  an  account  how  European  pilgrims 
are  received  in  it.  When  they  llrft  arrive  at  the  gate  of  Jerufalem,  thev  fend  to  the  Latin 
convent,  and  the  interpreter  of  the  monks  comes  and  conducts  them  to  the  monafterv, 
where  there  is  a  buikiing  appropriated  to  European  pilgrims,  and  it  is  the  office  of  one 
of  the  lay-brothers  to  take  care  of  them,  they  may  alio  hire  a  fervant  in  order  to  have 
the  better  attendance ;  the   laj-brother  takes  care  that  tliey  are  ferved  witli   wiiatever 
they  want,  and  goes  always  out  with  them.     If  there  happen  to  be  two  or  three,  and 
.there  are  feldom  more,  they  conunonly  make  their  vifits  together :  when  I  was  there 
at  Eafter,  there  was  only  a  lay-jefuit  from  Aleppo,  a  Hamburgher  arrived  afterwards, 
and  then  a  Ragufcan  captain  of  a  fliip.     Thofe  of  condition  always  make  a  preleiit 
on  their  dejiarture  to  the  value  of  about  fix  pounds.     But  there  is  generally  a  great 
number  of  the  eaftern  catholics  to  be  maintained  there  gratis  ;  fuch  as  the  Maronites, 
and  thofe  Coptis,  Greeks  and  Armenians,  who  acknowledge  the  pope;  tor  thefe  they 
prepare  a  houfe,  and  fend  them  provifions  from  time  to  time.     The  European  pilgrims 
dine  and  fup  in  the  refectory  with  the  monks,  where  fome  of  them  read  all  the  time 
in  books  ot  devotion ;  they  are  well  ferved  with  three  or  four  plates,  and  have  exccel- 
lent  white  wine  of  their  own  maldng.     On  feftivals  the  priefts  and  ftrangers  go  to  the 
guardians  apartments  after  dinner,  and  drink  coftee  ;  he  has  the  title  of  moft  reverend, 
and  all  the  hononr  of  a  bifhop,  when   he  celebrates,  in  the  manner  of  mitred  abbots, 
and  is  nominated  by  the  general  of  the  order  once  in  three  years,  commonly  retm-n- 
ing  to  Europe  when  his  office  is  expired.     He  has  alfo  full  power  from  the  pope,  and, 
if  I  miftake  not,  mull  be  always  an  Italian,     He  has  a  vicar,  who  governs  in   his  ab- 
fence,  and  muft  be  a  Frenchman.     The  procurator  lias  the  care  of  the  temporals  of 
the  convent,  and  is  always  a  Spaniard,  and  has  a  deputy  of  his  own  country,  who 
bears  the  weight  of  his  office ;  they  have  alfo  a  fccretary,   and   thefe   make  up  their 
chapter  or  meeting  tor  the  government  of  all  their  affairs ;  they  fend  alio  procurators  . 
into  all  parts  of  Europe  to  collect  the  charity  which  fupports  them,  particularly  to 
Spain,  where  they  fay  every  body  muft  leave  them  fomething  in  their  wills,  and  this 
is  commonly  brought  to  them  once  a  year  in  fpecie.     They  have  about  ten  convents  in 
Paleftine  and  Syria,  three  in  Egypt,  under  a  vice  prefect,  one  at  Cyprus,  and  another 
afConftantinople.     They  have  a  very  confiderable  revenue,  but   are  obliged  to  be  at 
great  charges  here  in  prefents  to  the  governor  for  their  protection.     On  a  tumult  that 
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rofe  againfl  them,  not  long  before  I  was  there,  the  governor  promifed  to  proteft  them, 
if  they  would  pay  for  tliirty  foldiers  extraordinary,  which  is  become  au  annual  charge  to 
them  ;  not  to  mention  the  expences  which  they  are  at  in  all  their  convents,  in  prefents 
to  the  great  men,  as  well  as  in  the  lupport  of  their  houfes.  At  Jerufalcm  they  hap- 
pened to  be  under  a  good  governor,  but  fometimes  they  have  not  been  able  to  go  out 
of  the  walls  without  danger. 

The  ceremony  of  waihing  the  feet  of  the  pilgrims  is  an  honour  which  tlicy  do  all 
Europeans,  unleis  they  happen  to  be  very  inferior  perfons,  who  are  not  cf  their  church. 
The  function  is  very  particular.  The  pilgrim  is  informed  that  this  office  is  to  be  per- 
formed, and  a  fervant  brings  warm  water  to  his  room,  and  wafhes  his  feet.  The  pil- 
grim then  goes  into  the  chapel,  having  his  white  fcull-cap  on  his  head.  The  guardiau 
comes  to  his  feat  in  the  church,  and  the  pilgrim  is  placed  in  a  great  chair  at  the  lower 
end  of  it,  with  his  face  to  the  north.  The  guardian  hasafilk  cordon  put  about  his  neck, 
and  girding  himfelt  with  a  towel  or  fliort  apron,  kneels  down  before  the  pilgrim,  on  a 
■white  latin  cufliion,  a  prieft  kneeling  on  each  fide  of  him,  who  pUt  the  pilgrim's  feet 
into  a  cillern  of  warm  water,  with  dried  rofe-leaves  in  it.  The  guardian  lirit  takes  the 
left  foot,  and  wafliing  it  with  both  his  hand^,  wipes  it  clean,  and  kiifes  it,  and  the 
right  foot  in  the  fame  planner  ;  then  fetting  up  his  left  knee,  he  puts  the  right  foot  on  it, 
wipes  it,  and  covers  the  lower  part  with  anapkin,  which  he  holds  on  it ;  the  father,  who  is 
on  the  pilgrim's  right  hand,  covers  his  garments  with  a  towel,  and  in  that  manner  holds 
them  above  the  inltep,  and  all  the  members  of  the  convent  come  one  after  another, 
kneel  down,  and  firft  kifs  the  guardian's  hand,  and  then  the  inftep  of  the  pilgrim.  The 
guardian  puts  a  lighted  vyax  candle  into  the  pilgrim's  hand  ;  then  all',  except  the  guar- 
dian, with  lighted  tapers,  go  in  proceihon  to  the  high  altar,  the  pilgrim  following, 
where  he  kneels  before  the  altar,  whillt  an  anthem  and  other  devotions  are  fung  witii 
the  organ,  and  eight  hnging  boys.  Afterwards  the  proceiHon  goes  to  the  two  other 
altars,  and  then  again  to  the  high  altar,  where  the  pilgrim  is  incenfed,  and  coming  dowii 
to  the  lower  end  of  the  church,  he  puts  out  his  candle,  and  the  litany  is  faid.  At 
fupper  the  pilgrim  is  firii  ferved  with  a  dilli  extraordinary,  and  afterwards  the  guar- 
dian, which  is  carried  to  none  of  the  reft.  There  is  alfo  a  form  of,  prayer  to  be  faid 
on  the  departure  of  a  pilgrim,  but,  I  fuppofe,  it  is  never  ufed  for  tliofe  of  a  diflerent 
church. 

Chap.  III. — Of  Mount  Acra  and  Mount  Mcriab. 

THE  city  on  the  two  hills  Acra  and  Moriah,  was  called  the  lower  city,  and  alfo  the 
daughter  of  Sion,  fo  often  mentioned  in  fcripture.  Mount  Acra  feems  to  have  had  two 
Imall  fumniits,  one  to  the  vclt  to\\ards  Oihon,  and  tlie  other  to  the  eaft  about  the 
part  which  is  north  of  mount  Moriah,  and  feems  to  have  been  occupied  by  the  tower 
or  caltle  of  Antony.  But  Simon  the  Macchabee,  high  prieft,  endeavoured  to  level 
Acra,  that  it  might  not  command  the  temple.  There  was  a  gate  to  the  north  part 
of  the  city  called  the  gate  of  Ephraim,  which  was  probably  about  the  fame  place  where 
tl.e  Damafcus  gate  now  is.  "I'he  gate  of  Herod  is  near  his  palace,  and  tlie  prifon  and 
grot  of  Jeremiah  are  to  the  north  of  the  valley.  The  gate  of  judgment,  already  men- 
tioned, might  have  its  name  either  from  being  near  the  council-hou/e,  or  becaufe  the 
council-chamber  was  over  it,  which  is  ipoken  of  by  Jofephus  in  this  part. 

Moll  of  the  places,  mentioned  in  our  Saviour's  way  from  the  houfo  of  Pilate  to 
Calvary,  were  about  mount  Acra,  or  on  the  borders  of  mount  Moriah.  The  houfe 
of  Pilate,  which  is  the  rcfidcncc  of  the  prefent  governor,  overlooks  the  court  of  the 
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temple,  and  conimaftds  a  fine  view  of  the  area  and  mofque.  The  prefent  afcent  to  this 
houfe  is  the  fpot  from  which  they  fay  the  Scala  Santa,  or  the  holy  flight  of  ftairs  at 
Rome  was  taken,  being  about  twenty  paces  in  length.  Entering  this  place,  on  the 
right  is  the  apartment  in  which  Chrill  was  arraigned.  To  the  eaft  of  this  is  the  room 
in  which  fentence  was  given  againft  him,  which  looks  into  the  court  of  the  temple : 
further  to  the  left  is  a  liable  where  he  was  fcourged  ;  and  going  out  of  this  houfe 
towards  mount  Calvary,  the  firft  place  is  ihe  arch,  called  Eccc  homo,  where  it  is  faid 
Pilate  {hewed  him  to  the  people ;  this  arch  appears  like  an  old  gateway.  The  next 
place  is,  that  where  the  bleifed  virgin  met  Chrifl  after  he  had  turned  to  the  left,  where 
he  funk  under  the  crofs  at  the  fight  of  her,  when  they  compelled  Simon  the  Cyrenian 
to  bear  it.  At  this  place  there  is  a  bagnio,  on  the  fpot  where  there  formerly  ftood 
a  church.  About  this  turning  Chrifl  faw  the  women  weeping,  and  exhorted  them  not 
to  weep  for  him.  At  the  turning  to  the  right,  up  the  ftreet  that  leads  to  the  convent, 
they  fliewed  the  houfe  of  Lazarus  ;  and  a  little  further,  at  the  end  of  the  ilreet,  which 
is  to  the  weft  of  the  temple,  the  palace  of  the  rich  man.  Turning  to  the  left,  up  the 
ftreet  that  leads  to  the  Latin  convent,  they  fliew  the  place,  on  the  right  hand  where  St. 
Veronica  gave  her  handkerchief  to  wipe  his  face,  which,  they  fay,  left  the  imprefTioii 
on  it ;  and  that  it  is  kept  at  this  time  in  St.  Peter's  church  at  Rome.  A  Uttle  further  is 
the  gate  of  judgment,  and  beyond  that  a  gate  now  ftopped  up,  by  whicii  pilgrims  uled 
to  go  in  the  fame  way  our  Saviour  went  to  Calvary  ;  fo  that  now  the  remaining  part  of 
this  way  to  mount  Calvary  being  built  on,  is  not  to  be  feen,  except  what  is  (hewn 
within  the  church.  Returning  to  the  arch  on  which  Chrilt  was  fhewn  to  the  pec.>ple, 
between  that  and  the  houfe  of  Pilate,  is  a  way  to  the  left,  leading  to  the  houfe  of 
Herod,  where  in  a  large  room,  which  is  now  a  ftable,  they  fay  Jefus  was  cloathed 
in  purple,  and  fent  to  Pilate.  Beyond  the  houfe  of  Pilate,  going  towards  the  gate  of 
St.  Stephen,  are  three  entrances  to  the  right  into  the  court  of  the  temple.  Oppofite  to 
the  firil  is  a  building  called  the  tower  of  Antony.  At  the  fouth  eaft  corner  of  it  is  a 
fmall  turret,  and  the  tower  itfelf  is  built  of  large  ftoncs  rufticated.  This  probably  was 
the  fouth  weft  tower  of  that  caftle,  which  was  firft  built  by  the  Macchabees,  and  very 
much  improved  by  Herod,  in  order  to  be  a  check  on  the  citizens  of  Jerufalem,  who 
gave  it  that  nam«  in  compliment  to  Mark  Antony  the  triumvir  :  for  this  place  very 
well  agrees  with  the  fituation  defcribed  by  the  hiilorians,  that  it  was  to  the  north  of 
the  temple,  and  commanded  a  view  of  it ;  it  feems  to  have  extended  to  the  north  as  far 
as  Bezetha  ;  for  it  is  faid  there  was  a  deep  fofle  between  it  and  that  part  of  the  city  ; 
and  I  faw  to  the  eaft  ot  the  Damafcus  gate  a  foffee  cut  into  the  rock,  which  they 
now  fill  up  with  the  rubbifti  of  the  city. 

To  the  north  eaft  of  Herod's  palace  there  is  a  mofque,  which  was  formerly  a  church; 
it  is  built  on  the  fpot  where  the  houfe  of  Simon  the  Pharifee  ftood,  in  which  Mary 
Magdalen  wiped  our  Saviour's  feet  with  her  hair.  And  eaft  of  that  is  the  houfe  of  St, 
Ann,  the  mother  of  the  bleffed  virgin,  where  it  is  f;ud  the  virgin  was  born ;  it  was  a 
nunnery ;  and  the  grot  under  the  church  is  faid  to  be  the  very  place  of  the  bleffed 
virgin's  nativity. 

It  is  not  eafy  to  determine  whether  mount  Moriah  took  its  name  from  the  land  to 
which  God  direded  Abraham  to  go  in  order  to  facrifice  his  fon,  or  whether  this  was 
actually  the  mountain  on  which  he  was  ready  to  obey  the  divine  command.  This  hill 
was  to  the  eaft  of  mount  Sion,  the  broad  valley  of  Millo  being  between  them,  over 
which  there  was  a  bridge  that  joined  the  two  mountains.  The  valley  of  Jehofophat 
was  to  the  eaft  of  it,  and  mount  Acra  to  the  north.  Mount  Moriah,  which  was  a 
rock,  fecms  to  have  been  chiefly  taken  up  by  the  Temnle,  and  Solomon's  houfe  to 
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the  fouth  of  it.     The  temple  was  buih  on  the  fpot  of  the  threfhing  floor  of  Araunah  the 
Jebufite,  where  the  plague  was  flayed  ;  and  upon   that  account  it  was  purchafed  by 
David  to  build  an  altar  on.     The  buildings  that  belonged  to  the  temple  extended  half  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  every  way,  and  by  pacing  the  ground,  I  found  it  to  be  about  that 
breadth  from  eafl;  to  weft  ;  but  there  were  a  great  number  of  fteps  all  round,  by 
which  they  afcended  to  the  plain  area,  on  which  the  temple  itfelf  was  built.     The 
whole  was  fupported  by  walls  and  buttreffes  towards  the  valleys,  efpecially  over  the 
deep  valley  to  the  eaft.     Firft,  there  were  feveral  fteps  up  to  the  court  of  the  Gentiles, 
which  is  fuppofed  to  have  had  a  colonade  or  portico  all  round,  and  was  about  forty  five 
feet  broad.     There  was  a  fecond  afcent  of  fourteen  fteps  to  fuch  another  court,  called 
the  court  of  the  Jews,  which  was  much  finer  than  the  other,  and  none  but  Jews  could 
enter   into  it,  and  they  were  obliged  to  be  firft  purified  according  to  the  law.     It  is 
probable  that  there  were  other  fteps  up  to  the  court  of  the  priefts  ;  fo  that  the  afcent 
round  muft  have  been  confiderable,  whereas  now  this  hill  is  near  on  a  level  with  the 
reft  of  the   city,  occafioned  probably  by  filling  up  the  valleys,  and  alfo  by   levelling 
the  top  of  this  hill,  which  feems  to  have  been  the  work  of  Hadrian :  for  when  the 
Jews  attempted  to  rebuild  the  temple,  that  emperor  threw  all  the  ruins  of  this  great 
building  into  the  valley,  and  planted  a  grove,  which  he  confecrated  to  Jupiter.     When 
Chriftianity  prevailed,  a  church  was  built  on  this  fpot.     It  is  faid,  that  the  Jews  were 
miraculouily  hindered  from  rebuilding  the  Temple,  when  Julian  the  apoftate  encouraged 
them  to  it,  in  order  to  prove  that  text  of  Scripture  to  be  falfe,  '  that  one  ftone  fhould 
not  be  left  on  another*  of  that  Jewifh  temple ;  but  the  Chriftians  built  a  church  on  this 
fpot,  which  the  Saracens,  under  Omar,  converted  into  a  mofque ;  and  when  Jerufalem 
was  taken  in  the  holy  war,   it   was  again   made  a   place  of  Chriftian  worfhip.     At 
prefent  there  is  a  beautiful  oftagon  mofque  in  the  middle  of  the  court,  covered  with  a 
dome.     This  mofque  has  a  beautiful  appearance,  the  outfide  of  it  being  cafed  with  tiles 
of  dift'erent  colours,  but  chiefly  green,  and  they  fay  it  is  the  fame  within.     Towards  the 
fouth  eaft  corner  of  the  area  is  a  mofque,  which  is  an  oblong  fquare.     Part  of  it 
is  covered  with  a  dome,  which  was  the  church  of  the  purification,  and  ftands  north  and 
fouth  ;  it  is  laid  to  have  belonged  to  a  nunnery.     I  went  through  a  garden  \nthout 
the  walls  to  the  fouth  end  of  this  building,  in  which  there  are  eight  or  nine  tiers  of  very 
large  (tones,  and  fo  there  are  to  the  weft,  under  a  noble  building  of  hewn  ftone  which 
might  be  part  of  the  nunnery ;  there  are  alfo  fome  remains  to  the  eaft.     Formerly 
there  was  a  way  to  fome  vaults  under  thefe  buildings,  which  has  been  ftopped  up. 
The  building  to  the  fouth  was  probably  the  fpot  where  the  houfe  of  Solomon  ftood. 
Tliere  feems  to  have  been  a  deep  foflee  to  the  north  of  mount  Moriah,  the  eaft  part 
of  which  is  ftill  to  be  feen,  and  is  called  by  the  monks  the  pool  of  Bethcfda.     At  the 
eaft  end  of  it,  at  the  entrance  to  the  court  of  tlie  temple,  are  remains  of  fome  build- 
ings, of  very   large  hewn  ftone,  particularly  an  entablature  in  a  good  tafte,  which 
may  be  part  of  an  entrance  that  Hadrian  might  have  made  to  his  new  grove.     If  this 
foflee  was  carried  all  along  to  the  north  of  mount  Moriah,  it  muft  have  pafTed  where 
the  houfe  of  Pilate  is  now  (hewn,  which  part  might  be  filled  up  with  the  ruins  of  the 
temple.     If  the  Chriftians,  when  they  had  poflcllion  of  Jerufalem,  had  dug  here,  and 
in  other  parts,  efpecially  to  the  eaft  of  the  temple,  and  the  fouth  of  mount  Sion,  they 
might,  without  doubt,  have  found  great  remains  of  the  materials  of  the  temple,  and 
of  the  palaces  on   mount  Sion ;  and  probably   have  been   able  to  have  palTed  fome 
judgment  on  the  architefture  of  them.     This  fo(ree  docs  not  fecm  to  be  the  pool  of 
Belliefda,  which  by  all  accounts  muft  have  been  to  the  fouth,  or  about  the  foulh  wefl 
corner  of  mount  Moriah.     In  St.Jerom's  time  there  were  two  pools,  one  filled  by  the 
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rain,  the  other  was  a  rcddifh  water,  as  if  it  retained  the  colour  of  the  facrifices  waftied 
in  it ;  and  I  fuppofe  it  was  about  the  gardens  to  the  fouth  of  the  church  of  the  purifica-. 
lion,  which  is  within  the  fne  of  the  court  of  the  temple  ;  and  the  quarter  called  Ophel 
was  alfo  probably  in  this  part  of  the  city.     For  it  was  at  the  fouth  corner  of  the  temple 
V  here  the  Nethininis  lived,  who  had  the  care  of  the  facrifices,  and  might  extend  to  the 
north  part  of  the  hill  or  valley. 

Chap.  IV.  —  Of  Mount  Calvary. 

IF  we  fuppofe  the  hill  towards  the  north  weft  corner  of  the  prefent  city  to  be  Gihon, 
where  Solomon  was  anointed,  on  which  the  Latin  convent  now  fl;mds  ;  it  is  in  this  cafe 
probable  that  Calvary  or  Golgotha  was  a  part  of  it,  that  is  a  fummit  of  the  hill,  towards 
the  ibuth  eaft  :  It  was  the  place  where  malefactors  were  ufually  executed. 

The  emprcfs  Helena,  having,  as  it  is  faid,  found  the  crofs  here,  built  this  magnificent 
church  over  the  holy  fepulclire.  The  roof  was  of  cyprefs,  and  the  king  of  Spain 
giving  a  new  one,  what  remained  of  the  old  roof  was  preferved  as  reliques,  and  they 
make  beads  of  it  to  this  day.  There  is  a  hole  in  the  top  of  the  dome  to  give  light,  as  in 
the  pantheon  at  Rome.  The  gallery  above  is  about  three  fourths  of  a  circle,  the 
opening  to  the  Greek  choir,  being  the  other  part  of  the  circle.  The  greater  part  of 
the  gallery  belongs  to  the  Latins,  and  they  have  an  entrance  to  it  from  their  convent. 
The  part  of  the  church  under  the  gallery  is  cnclofed,  and  belongs  to  the  people  of  feveral 
religions. 

The  Latin  fathers  have  a  treafury  of  plate,  and  other  curious  tilings,  in  the  church, 
but  they  never  open  it,  left  it  fhould  tempt  the  Turks  at  any  time  to  feize  on  their  riches; 
they  have  a  very  fine  fett  of  new  gilt  plate  for  the  altar,  the  prefent  of  the  king  of 
France.  But  the  Greeks  fhew  whatever  they  have,  at  the  eaft  end  of  their  great 
church,  particularly  a  large  chalice  of  gold,  the  prefent  of  a  prince  of  Georgia,  many 
veftments  adorned  with  pearls,  and  a  great  number  of  velfels  of  filver  gilt,  moflly  of 
Gothic  workmanfhip. 

^  Having  defcribed  the  holy  fepulchre,  and  the  church  that  is  built  over  it,  I  /hall 
give  an  account  of  the  ceremonies  I  faw  in  this  church  ;  and  of  the  manner  in 
which  I  vifited  this  and  feveral  other  places.  I  arrived  at  Jerufalem,  as  mentioned 
before,  on  the  19th  of  March,  which  happened  to  be  Palm-funday  of  the  Latins,  and 
I  went  that  morning  into  the  church  of  the  holy  fepulchre  to  fee  their  ceremonies. 
The  guardian  was  habited  pontifically  in  rich  veitments,  prefented  by  the  late  emperor. 
A  canopy  was  erected  over  the  door,  and  a  chair  was  placed  under  it,  in  which  the  guar- 
dian fat,  and  performed  fome  offices,  and  afterwards  went  into  the  holy  fepulchre  to 
blefs  the  palm-branchcs  laid  on  it:  when  he  came  out  he  fat  down  again  in  the  chair,  and 
they  put  the  palm  branches  into  his  hand  ;  firft  one  for  himfelf ;  and  the  reft  being 
given  him  one  by  one,  he  diftributed  them  to  all  the  congregation,  who  t'^ok  them 
kneeling,  and  killed  his  hand ;  the  priefts  then  went  round  the  holy  fepLi..-i'.re  three 
tiines,  with  the  palm  branches  in  their  hands,  and  fmging  an  anthem,  concluded  oy 
going  in  like  niamier  to  the  ftone  of  unftion. 
_  On  the  2  2d,  being  Wedneiday  in  pafTion  week,  I  vifited  the  places  which  our  Sa- 
viour palled  in  tlie  way  to  Calvary,  and  went  through  the  valley  to  the  eaft  and  fouth 
of  Jerufalem,  and  part  of  the  weftern  valley  ;  and  in  the  afternoon  we  all  went  into 
the  church  of  the  holy  fepulchre,  and  the  doors  were  kept  locked  till  Friday. 

\\  ithin  the  church  there  is  a  fmall  convent  belonging  to  the  Latins,  to  which  there 

is  no  entrance  but  by  the  church  ;  and  here  we  took  up  our  abode.     On  the  2  ?d  the 
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guardian  on  his  knees  performed  the  ceremony  of  wafhlng  the  feet  of  twelve  pricfls, 
who  were  feated  before  the  door  of  the  holy  fepulchre,  and  he  gave  a  crofs  into  the 
hands  of  each  of  them.  I  faw  this  ceremony  performed  the  week  foflowing  by  the 
Armenians  and  Greeks.  At  the  Armenian  convent  the  bifhop  was  girded  with  a  blue 
towel,  and  kneeled  within  a  rail,  the  pried  fitting  in  a  great  chair  witliout  it,  and  put- 
ting his  feet  into  a  bafon  within  the  rail,  the  bifhop  waflied  his  feet  with  the  tov/el,  and 
nibbed  them  with  fweet  pomatum.  The  Greek  ceremony  was  more  extraordinary  ;  it 
was  performed  on  the  ilairs  on  the  outhde  of  the  church  of  the  holy  fepulchre,  that 
leads  to  the  chapel  of  the  blefled  virgin,  where  fhe  flood  to  fee  Chrift  crucified.  The 
bifhop  went  to  the  top  of  the  ftairs,  and  the  twelve  priefls  flood  on  each  fide  of  them. 
After  the  bifhop  had  ufed  fome  form  of  devotion,  he  was  unrobed,  and  had  a  towel 
tied  a-crofs  from  each  flioulder,  and  a  iilk  towel  round  his  middle.  He  then  went  to 
the  bottom  of  the  flairs,  and  a  large  bafon  of  filver  gilt,  with  water  in  it  boiled  on 
fweet  herbs,  being  held  under  the  feet  of  the  priefi,  and  one  pouring  water  on  them 
out  of  an  ewer,  the  bifhop  with  his  hands  waflied  the  feet,  wiped  and  kiffed  them,  the 
prieil  at  the  fame  time  kiffing  the  ear  of  the  bifliop  :  the  uppermofl  priefi  reprefenting 
Peter,  made  a  fpeech  that  he  fliould  not  wafh  his  feet ;  which  being  anfwered  by  the 
bifliop,  he  fubmitted  to  have  that  honour  done  to  him.  The  bafon  then  being 
brought  up  to  the  bifhop,  he  often  dipped  a  large  lettice  into  it,  and  feveral  times 
fprinkled  all  the  people ;  then  the  water  was  thrown  on  them,  and  they  crowded  to 
wipe  the  vafe  with  their  handkerchiefs,  and  went  fo  far  as  to  take  the  herbs  out  of  the 
caldron  in  which  the  water  was  boiled. 

On  the  twenty-fourth,  which  was  Good-friday,  the  Latins  performed  their  difcipline 
in  an  enclofed  part  of  the  gallery,  early  in  the  morning,  before  it  was  light ;  and  they 
eat  late  in  the  fame  place  on  their  knees,  having  nothing  but  bread,  raw  onions,  and  water. 
In  the  evening  their  proccffion  began  to  the  chapel  of  the  facrament,  where  one  of  the 
monks  preached  in  Italian  ;  then  going  on  to  the  chapel  where  they  divided  Chrifl's 
garments,  a  French  fermon  was  preached  there.  A  Spaniard  harangued  in  his 
native  tongue  at  the  pillar  of  reproach,  and  a  French  fermon  was  preached  at  the  place 
where  Chrifl  was  nailed  to  the  crofs.  At  the  place  of  the  crucifixion  an  Italian 
fermon  was  preached,  and  two  monks  performed  the  ceremony  of  taking  the  fmall 
flatue  of  Chrifl  from  the  crofs  ;  and  as  they  took  out  the  nails  fliewed  them  to 
the  people,  who  at  the  fight  of  them  beat  their  breafls.  The  flatue  being  wrapped  up 
in  a  white  fheet,  was  carried  by  four  of  them  to  the  flone  of  undion,  where  it  was 
anointed  and  perfumed  ;  and  this  being  oppofite  to  the  great  door,  where  the  Maho- 
metans on  the  outfide  might  hear  the  fermon,  one  of  them  preached  in  Arabick.  The 
flatue  was  then  carried  and  laid  in  the  fepulchre,  and  the  people  were  harangued  in 
Spanifh,  and  fo  the  ceremony  concluded  about  eleven  o'clock. 

On  Kafler  eve,  the  twenty-fourth,  the  door  of  the  church  was  opened,  as  it  was  the 
day  before,  for  all  perfons  to  come  in  ;  but  the  Turks  infifled  on  having  fome  gratuity 
from  every  one  that  entered.  The  Latins  celebrated  the  niafs  of  the  refurreiftion,  and 
at  Gloria  in  cxcelfis,  a  cover  was  let  down,  and  the  tapeflry  on  the  front  of  the  holy 
fepulchre  appeared,  reprefenting  the  refurredion.  We  were  releafed  from  our  con- 
finement, but  returned  the  next  day,  which  was  Eaflcr-funday,  when  the  Latins  cele- 
brated their  offices ;  and  the  whole  body  clothed  in  rich  veilments,  with  candles  in 
their  hands,  went  in  proccflion  three  times  round  the  holy  fepulchre,  three  filver  crofles 
being  carried  before  them,  and  certain  offices  were  read  at  a  delk  on  each  fide  of  the 
fepulchre.     As  it  was  the  Palm-funday  of  the  oriental  churches,  they  performed  their 
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ceremonies  of  diftributlng  the  palm  branches,  and  feverally  went  m  proceflion  round 
the  fopulchre  ;  that  of  the  Armenians  being  the  mofl:  grand  and  folcmn. 

On  the  thirtieth,  we  went  to  fee  feveral  things  in  the  city,  as  the  beautiful  gate  of  the 
temple  ;  the  hofpital  of  fafnt  Helena ;  and  the  Greek  convent  adjoining  to  the  church 
of  the  holy  fepulchre;  they  fhew  there  in  a  chapel  the  very  place  where,  they  fay, 
Ifaac  was  offered  ;  we  went  by  the  iron  gate  to  faint  James's  church  of  the  Armenians, 
and  to  all  that  quarter.  On  the  fecond  of  April  we  vifited  Jeremiah's  priibn  and 
grot,  and  what  are  called  the  fepulciires  of  the  kings  to  the  north.  On  the  tliirteenth 
we  faw  the  part  of  mount  Sion  without  the  walls,  and  the  fouth  end  of  the  old  temple, 
near  the  church  of  the  purification  that  belonged  to  the  old  nunnery.  On  the 
fourteenth  we  vifited  all  the  places  about  the  mount  of  Olives,  Bethany,  and  Bethphage. 
On  the  fixteenth  we  went  out  with  the  flieik  of  Siloe  up  to  the  mount  of  Olives,  the 
place  of  the  afcenfion,  and  faw  the  village  of  Siloe,  and  mountain  of  offence,  and  re- 
turned by  the  weftern  valley.  On  the  feventeenih  we  took  another  view  of  the  vale  of 
Jehofaphat.  And  on  the  twentieth  traced  the  old  walls  to  the  north,  and  reviewed  the 
places  that  way  ;  and  it  will  appear  in  the  following  account,  how  the  rellot  the  time 
was  Ipent  in  feeing  the  places  at  fome  diftance  from  Jerufalem. 

Chap.  V.  —  Of  the  quarter  in  Jerufalem  called  Bezetha,' and  of  the  Sepulchres  called  the 

Sepulchres  of  the  Kings. 

THE  fourth  part  of  the  city,  called  Bezetha,  was  a  fuburbtothc  north,  inhabited  by 
the  lower  fort  of  people,  and  it  was  encompaffed  with  a  flight  wall  before  the  time  of 
Agrippa  ;  but  he  begun  to  make  it  very  ftrong,  and  it  was  finifhed  by  the  Jews.     This 
was  called  the  firft  wall  in  the  attack  of  the  city,  and  the  third  with  regard  to  the  time 
when  it  was  built.     The  wall  about  Acra  was  the  fecond  ;  and  that  which  encompaffed 
mount  Sion  was  the  firft  that  was  built,  and  is  called  the  third  in  befieging  the  city. 
The  wall  about  Bezetha  was  the  firft  that  was  taken  by  Titus  ;  he  then  took  the  fecond 
about  Acra,  and  afterwards  the  wall  about  Sion  ;  he  then  made  himfelf  mafter  of  the 
caftle  of  Antony,  and  next  of  the  temple ;  and  laft  of  all,  he  took  the  citadel  of  mount 
Sion.     Endeavouring  to  trace  the  wall  round  Bezetha,  I  thought  I  faw  fome  imperfeft 
remains  of  it  ftretching  about  a  quarter   of  a  mile  to  the  fouth  from  the  north  weft 
corner  of  the  prefent  walls,  to  which  a  point  of  Acra  might  extend.     I  imagined  I  faw 
the  corner  of  this  wall  to  the  north  weft,  and  figns  of  a  foffee  extending  to  the  eaft, 
near  a  long  ciftern,  which  is  fouth  of  the  mount  of  foap  afties,  and  fo  along  over  the 
valley  of  Croum,  that  is,  of  gardens  or  vineyards;  and  likewife  to  the  fouth  of  what 
they  call  the  fepulchres  of  the  kings ;  and  then  to  the  eaftern  valley,  where,  turning 
fouth  it  joined  the  fecond  wall.     This  feems  probable,  becaufe   the  fituation   of  the 
niovmt  of  foap  afties  juft  without  the  walls  is  very  natural.     Thefe  gardens  alfo  feem  to 
be  thofe  where  Titus  was  in  fuch  great  danger  when  he  came  to  recomioitre  the  city  *. 
I  faw  to  the  north  of  the  vale  of  gardens  a  great  heap  of  ruins  on  a  rifing  ground, 
which  might  be  fome  work  of  the  Romans  in  attacking  the  city.     For  it  cannot  well  be 
fuppofed  that  the  walls  extended  fo  far,  and  that  thefe  are  the  ruins  of  the  tower 
Pfephinus,  which  was  feventy  cubits  high,  and  was  at  the  north  weft  corner  of  the  city» 
It  is  more  probable  that  this  might  be  Sapha,  or  the  place  of  profpect,  which  was  about 
a  mile  to  the  north  of  the  old  city,  where  Titus  and  Ceftius  encamped ;  but  it  is  more 
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remarkable  on  account  of  another  piece  of  hiftory.  For  when  Alexander  had  taken 
Tyre  and  Gaza,  and  was  come  to  this  place  to  attack  Jerufalem,  the  priefts  came  out  in 
their  veftments,  and  all  the  people  cloathed  in  white  to  meet  him,  which  was  doubtlefs 
the  habit  of  cerem(niy,  who  being  (truck  with  the  fight,  adored  the  name  of  God  on 
the  priefts  breaft-plate,  and  entering  into  the  temple,  facrificed  there,  and  was  greatly 
pleafcd  when  the  high  priefl:  /hewed  him  thofe  parts  of  fcripture  that  prophefied  of  his 
conqueft  of  all  the  world. 

There  was  a  broad  ftreet  from  the  gate  of  Ephraim,  and  one  part  of  tliis  quarter 
was  called  mount  Bezetha,  which  fejnns  to  be  the  height  over  the  grot  of  Jeremiah,  and 
this  probably  was  the  fiteboth  of  the  camp  of  the  Affyrians  when  they  took  Jerufalem, 
and  alio  of  Titus's  camp  when  he  had  taken  this  outer  part  of  the  city*.  The  cave  ot 
Jeremiah,  where  they  fay  he  wrote  his  Lamentations,  is  a  very  large  grot  opening  to  the 
fouth,  a  lillle  without  the  prefent  walls,  which  feems  to  have  been  a  quarry.  To  the 
fouth  of  it,  near  the  walls,  is  a  fmall  pool  full  of  dirty  water.  This  they  call  Jeremiah's 
j)rifon,  hito  which  they  fay  that  prophet  was  let  down;  but  on  what  authority  I 
know  not. 

'Ihe  fepulchres  on  the  outfide  of  the  walls  fuppofed  to  be  north  of  Bezetha,  are 
called  the  Sepulchres  of  the  Icings,  which  name  feems  to  be  taken  from  Jofephus,  who 
fays  the  wall  went  by  the  fepulchres  of  the  Icings.  He  fays  alfo,  that  it  run  along  by 
the  fepulchre  of  Helena,  queen  of  Adiabene,  and  I  fhould  take  this  to  be  that  fepulchre  ; 
and  that  it  is  fome  corruption  of  Jofephus  to  mention  any  fepulchre  of  the  kings  in  this 
part,  which  I  do  not  find  fjjoken  of  by  other  ancient  writers.  The  fepulchre  ot  Helena 
IS  mentioned  as  having  three  pyramids  over  it ;  and  Villalpandus,  defcribing  theni  as 
fepulchres  of  the  kings,  takes  notice  of  one  pyramid,  ftanding  over  them  in  his  time, 
which  is  a  great  proof  that  it  was  the  fepulchre  of  Helena  ;  the  other  two  probably 
having  been  dcftroyed,  as  the  third  has  been  taken  away  fince  his  time,  'i'hefe  are 
the  moft  remarkable  and  beautiful  fepulchres  about  Jerufalem. 

Chap.  VI.  —  Of  the  places  near  ihe  walls  of  Jerufalem, 

AT  the  eaft  end  of  the  ftreet,  which  is  north  of  the  temple,  and  of  the  houfe  of 
Pilate,  is  the  gate  of  St.  Stephen.  Without  this  gate,  which  is  on  the  eaft  fide  of  tlie 
city,  that  iaint  was  put  to  death  ;  and  going  down  a  fteep  dcfcent  towards  the  vale  of 
Jehofophat,  they  ftiew  a  part  of  the  rock  on  which  they  fay  St.  Stephen's  body  fell 
when  he  was  ftoned,  and  made  an  impreftion  on  the  rock. 

We  came  down  into  the  valley  to  the  bed  of  the  brook  Kedron,  which  is  but  a  few 
paces  over,  and  in  many  parts  the  valley  itfelf  is  no  wider  :  mount  Olivet  is  to  the  eaft 
of  it.  This  brook  riles  a  little  way  further  to  the  north  ;  the  valley,  as  I  apprehend, 
not  extending  far  that  way  :  there  is  no  water  in  it,  except  after  great  rains  or  (howers  : 
the  bed  of  the  torrent  is  narrow  and  deep  ;  there  is  a  bridge  over  it  below  the  gate  of 
St.  Stephen  ;  and  they  fay,  when  there  is  water,  it  all  runs  under  ground  to  the  north 
of  the  bridge,  unlefs  the. torrent  fwells  much,  which  had  happened  but  once  in  foveral 
years,  and  was  then  occafioned  by  great  fliowers  of  rain.  Ihis  brook  runs  along  the 
valley  of  Jehofophat  and  Siloe  at  the  fouth  weft  corner  of  the  city,  and  then  turning 
fouth,  it  runs  to  the  dead  fea. 

Palling  over  this  bridge,  and  going  to  the  left,  we  came  by  a  defcent  of  fevcral  fteps 
down  to  the  fepulchre  of  the  blcifed  virgin.  On  one  fide  there  is  a  doorplace  walled  up, 
which  is  about  half"  way  down  to  it,  of  which  they  can  give  no  account ;  but  it  ispio- 
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bably  the  fcpulchre  of  Melifemlis,  queen  of  Jerufalcm,  who  5s  faid  by  fome  authors  to 
have  been  buried  here.  Below  they  fliew  the  ftpulchres  of  Anna,  Joachim,  and  Jofeph, 
as  well  as  that  of  the  blefled  virgin  ;  about  the  latrer  all  the  different  profeflions  have  their 
altars;  the  whole  is  cut  out  of  the  rock.  We  returned  jnto  the  valley,  and  on  the  call,  ad- 
joining to  th's,  we  came  to  the  grotto  in  which  our  Saviour  was  in  an  agony,  on  account 
of  his  approaching  fufierings.  To  the  fouth,  at  the  foot  of  mount  Olivet,  is  the  garden 
cf  Gethfcniane,  ia  which  there  are  feven  old  olive  trees,  faid  to  h;ive  been  there  in  our 
iSaviour's  time.  A  little  above  this,  in  the  road  up  the  mount  of  Olives,  is  the  flone 
on  which  they  fay  the  blelTed  virgin's  gii'dle  fell  at  her  afcenfion,  and  left  an  im- 
prefion. 

Going  along  the  foot  of  mount  Olivet  to  the  fouth,  there  is  a  (lone  where  the  dif- 
ciples  flept,  while  Chrifi:  prayed.  A  little  further  they  fay  he  was  betrayed  by 
Judas.  We  came  to  another  bridge  over  the  brook  Kedron,  where  it  is  fiiid  Chrilt 
was  thrown  down  as  they  were  leading  him  to  the  magiftrate  :  and  beyond  it,  near  the 
bed  of  the  brook,  is  a  Itone  on  which  they  fhew  the  print  of  his  feet,  fuppofed  to  be 
made  as  they  were  thrufting  him  along. 

The  fepulchrc  of  Jehofophat  is  cut  out  of  the  rock  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  to  the  eaft, 
with  fome  apartments  in  it.  Over  this  are  the  fepulchres  of  the  Jews ;  it  is  faid  to  be 
he  place  where  Judas  put  an  end  to  his  life.  And  they  tell  pilgrims  that  the  olive  tree 
which  grows  on  the  fpot,  is  the  very  tree  on  which  he  hanged  himfelf. 

To  the  fouth  weft  of  the  fepulchre  of  Jehofophat  is  w  hat  they  call  the  pillar  of  Ab- 
falom,  who  having  no  fon,  and  defiring  to  keep  his  name  in  remembrance,  reared  up 
for  himfelf  a'pillar  in  the  king's  dale,  calling  it  after  his  own  name,  and  it  obtained  the 
name  of  Abfalom's  place*.  Jofephus  calls  it  a  marble  pillar  ;  but  as  he  fays  it  was  two 
furlongs  from  Jerulalem,  though  this  vale,  in  which  Kedron  runs,  might  be  the  king's 
dale  ;  yet  as  the  diftance  does  not  agree,  it  may  be  doubted  whether  this  really  was  that 
monument ;  and  it  feems  more  probable  that  it  was  farther  to  the  fouth  weft,  beyond 
the  vale  of  Gel  innom.  But  if  this  was  the  king's  dale  in  which  Melchifedcck  king  of 
Salem  came  to  meet  Abraham  f,  it  would  be  a  circumftance  to  prove,  that  Jerufalem 
was  the  ancient  Salem.  If  we  fuppofe  that  this  was  the  pillar  of  Abfalom,  cut  out  of 
the  rock,  and  raifed  higher  by  art,  it  muft  have  been  much  altered  fmce  that  time,  for 
it  is  now  of  the  Ionic  order,  which  probably  was  not  invented  at  that  time.  It  is  not 
unlikely  that  fome  perfons  have  long  fmce  beautified  thefe  places,  accordnig  to  the 
rules  of  Greek  architcdure,  particularly  this,  and  the  tomb  of  Zachariah.  There  is  a 
room  cut  out  of  the  rock  in  Abfalom's  pillar  confiderably  above  the  level  of  the 
ground  on  the  outfide.  There  are  nitches  in  the  fides  of  the  room,  probably  defigned 
to  receive  coffins  or  bodies  ;  the  entrance  is  by  a  hole,  which  feems  to  have  been  lately 
broke  out ;  and  if  it  ferved  as  a  fepulchre  there  might  be  fome  under  ground  entrance 
now  clofed  up,  as  I  was  informed  there  is  to  the  tomb  of  Zachariah,  which,  they  fay,  is 
known  to  the  Jews,  and  that  they  privately  carry  their  dead  to  it.  The  upper  part  of 
the  fepulchre,  which  is  round,  is  built  of  very  large  ftones,  and  it  is  altogether  very 
beautitiil.  The  heap  of  ftones  on  the  outfide  has  been  thought  to  be  a  proof  |,  that 
it  is  the  p'llar  of  Abfalom,  and  that  the  ftones  were  thrown  there  in  deteftation  of  his 
rebellion  againft  his  father  ;  but  this  cuftom  may  have  taken  its  rife  from  a  notion  of 
it?  ■)cing  Abialom's  pillar.  This  is  the  laft  thing  feen  in  thus  vale  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the 
«ity  from  the  north  j  and  confequently  about  that  place  the  vale  begins  to  turn  to  the 
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weft,  and  make  the  fouthern  bounds  of  tlie  city,  being  oppofite  to  the  fouth-eaft  corner 
of  mount  Moriah,  and  of  the  buildings  of  the  temple. 

A  little  further  to  th.e  weft  is  a  fepulchre,  fJd  to  be  that  of  Zachariah,  the  fon  of 
Barachiah,  whom  the  Jews  flew  between  the  temple  and  the  alnr;  it  is  entirely  cut 
out  of  the  rock,  which,  at  a  little  diftance,  is  of  a  confiderable  height  on  three 
fides  of  it ;  it  may  be  obferved,  that  there  are  fome  things  veiy  particular  in  the  exe- 
cution of  the  Ionic  order.  Between  thcfe  two  monuments  there  is  a  grotto  in  the  rock, 
with  a  portico  before  it,  in  which  it  is  faid  faint  James  flayed  until  he  faw  Chrill  iifter 
his  refurreftion. 

Crofling  the  brook,  we  came  to  a  fountain  to  the  right,  which  is  thought  by  fome  to 
be  the  dragon-well,  mentioned  by  Nehemiah*  ;  it  is  commonly  called  the  fountain  of 
the  bleffed  virgin,  where,  they  fay,  fhe  wafhed  our  Saviour's  linnen  ;  there  is  a  defcent 
down  to  it  of  many  ileps,  and  a  channel  is  cut  from  it  in  under  the  rock,  which  might 
convey  the  water  to  the  city.  The  Mahometans  have  a  praying  place  before  it,  and 
often  come  here  to  wafli.  It  may  be  confidered,  whether  tliis  was  not  really  the  antient 
fountain  of  Siloe,  which  was  fo  far  under  the  hill,  that  it  could  not  be  commanded  in 
time  of  war  by  fuch  as  were  not  maflers  of  that  part  of  the  city,  as  it  might  be  de- 
fended to  great  advantage  from  the  hill  over  it  ;  and  poflibly  it  was  carried  in  under  the 
city  by  channels  leading  to  certain  refervoirs,  from  which  they  might  draw  up  the 
water.  I'his  fountain  feems  to  have  flowed  into  a  bafm  called  the  pool  of  Siloe,  and 
probably  Is  the  fame  as  the  lower  pool.  From  this  place  the  valley  towards  the  wed 
is  much  wider  t'.an  it  is  in  the  other  parts. 

A  little  beyond  this  fountain,  the  fliallow  vale  between  mount  Sion  and  Moriah 
begins,  which  is  much  higher  than  that  in  which  Kedron  runs,  being  the  end  of  the 
valley  crlled  Millo,  that  divides  thofe  hills.  There  is  a  gentle  afcent  by  it  up  to  the 
city  walls,  and  going  into  this  vale  about  an  hundred  paces,  we  came  to  the  pool  of 
Siloe.  The  entrance  of  it  is  towards  the"  city,  and  there  is  a  defcent  by  feveral  fleps  to  a 
pool  about  twenty  feet  wide,  fifty-five  feet  long,  and  ten  feet  deep  from  the  fliurs,  having 
a  bench  on  each  lide  of  it,  and  eight  pillars.  The  water  runs  into  it  from  a  channel 
cut  under  the  rock,  and  they  fay,  comes  from  the  temple,  and  other  paits  where  they 
w:,fli ;  and  therefore  is  not  fit  to  be  drunk  ;  poffibly  this  might  be  the  pool  of  Bethefda, 
which  may  be  the  fame  as  that  which  Nehemiah  fays  was  the  pool  that  was  made,  and 
Jofephus  calls  the  pool  of  Solomon.  The  pool  of  Bethefda,  we  know  was  remark- 
able for  extraordinary  cures  on  he  firfl  perfon  that  went  into  it  after  a  certain  time: 
In  that  pool  the  Nethinims  wafhed  their  facrilices  ;  and  Ophel,  where  they  lived,  feoms 
to  have  been  in  this  quarter;  though  from  Nehemiah's  account, one  would conjefture 
that  it  extended  alio  to  the  north.  Near  tliis  pool  at  a  white  mulberry-tree,  they  fay». 
Ifaiaii  was  fawn  aJunder,  by  the  order  of  Maiialleh  ;  and  here,  ii  is  to  be  fuppofeil,  he 
was  buried  under  the  oak  Rogel ;  it  is  probable  the  king's  gardens  were  over  this  vale 
in  which  the  tree  of  Rogel  is  mentioned.  A  little  above  the  pool  Siloe  on  the  fide  of 
mount  Moriali,  is  a  part  of  the  rock,  on  which  poflibly  the  tower  of  Siloam  was  built, 
and  above  it  there  is  an  ancient  grotto. 

Oppofite  to  th's  valley,  on  the  ot!i'T  fide  of  the  brook,  is  what  they  call  the  village  of 
Siloe;  it  is  over  the  valley  towards  the  toot  of  the  hill,  and  confills  of  a  great  number 
of  grottos  cut  out  of  tlie  rock,  fome  f>f  which  have  porticoes,  and  are  adorned  with  tlie 
plain  Flgyptian  cornifli  ;  ihcy  call  it  a  village,  becaul'e  tlv^fe  grots  arc  now  inhabited  by 
Arabs,  but  they  fcem  to  he  an  lent  fepulchres.  Tiie  fheik  'ii  Siloe,  who  fliewed  me 
every  thing  there,  led  me  a  little  way  to  the  north  of  biloe„to  a  houfecut  out  of  the 
rock,  which  he  faid,  was  called  Gethiemaiie  ;     where  there  is  a  flat  fpot  of  ground,  on 
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the  fiJe  of  the  hjll,  extending  like  a  terrace  to  the  north  ;  and  It  is  not  improbable  that 
this  w'.ts  the  fite  of  the  village  of  Gethfeniane,  and  that  it  might  flretch  near  as  far 
as  the  place  now  called  the  garden  of  Gethfeniane.  This  place  was  formerly  covered 
with  olive-trees,  but  it  is  now  without  any  improvement ;  and  any  one  who  fees  the 
dcfolatc  country  about  Jerufalem,  may  conclude  what  a  fad  alteration  all  thefe  parts  have 
undergone  fince  the  time  of  Jofephus,  who  fays,  that  the  whole  territory  abounded 
in  trees. 

At  the  end  of  this  valley,  which  is  fouth  of  the  city,  and  runs  to  the  wefl,  is  Nehe- 
miah's  well,  where  the  brook  Kedron  turns  to  the  fouth,  and  the  valley  of  Rephaim 
joins  it  from  the  north.  It  is  faid  Jeremiah  hid  in  this  place  the  holy  fire  when  the  firfl: 
temple  was  dcftroyed,  and  fearching  for  it,  they  found  water  which  Nehcmiah  ordered 
to  be  thrown  on  the  facrifice  on  which  it  began  to  burn.  It  is  an  oblong  fquare  well, 
which  I  found  by  a  plummet  to  be  a  hundred  and  twenty -two  feet  deep,  and  that  the 
water  was  eighty  feet  high,  and  they  told  me  that  fometimcs  it  overflowed. 

This  valley  to  the*f-uth  of  Jerufalem,  and  it  may  be>  part  of  that  to  the  eaft,  was  Ge- 
hlnnom,  or  the  valley  of  Ilinnom,  having  anciently  belonged  to  the  fons  of  Hinnom  *, 
and  was  part  of  the  bounds  between  the  tribes  of  13enjamin  and  Judah.  This  place  be- 
came infamous  on  account  of  their  pafling  their  children  here  through  the  fire  to  Molech, 
the  god  of  the  Ammonites  f  ;  it  was  called  alfo  Tophet,  which  fignifies  a  trumpet,  from 
their  founding  that  inftrument,  that  the  cries  of  the  children  might  not  be  heard  ;  and 
it  is  thought  that  the  name  of  Gehenna  is  given  to  Hell  from  this  place,  on  account  of 
tbe  diabolical  facrlfices  that  were  offered  here.  It  is  probable  that  the  grove  of  Molech 
was  in  this  quarter,  where  his  worfliippers  facriiiced  to  him,  and  committed  many 
other  abominations.  The  mountain  of  offence  was  likewife  over  this  valley,  where  So- 
lomon is  fuppofcd  to  have  built  a  temple  to  tlie  deity  of  the  Ammonites  |. 

I  turned  to  the  north  into  the  valley  of  Rephaim,  or  Giants,  in  which  David  twice 
vanquiflied  the  Philidines  §,  and  called  the  place,  where  he  burnt  their  images,  Baal- 
perazim  (|.  This  valley  is  broader,  and  not  fo  deep  as  thofe  to  the  fouth  and  eaft.  I 
went  up  the  hill  to  the  wefl,  oppofite  to  the  end  of  the  vale  of  Hinnom,  and  (i^w  a 
great  number  of  fepulchral  grots  cut  out  of  the  rock,  many  of  which  have  beautiful 
door-places  ;  among  them  is  the  grotto  where,  it  is  faid,  the  apoflles  hid  themfelves 
after  our  Saviour's  crucifixion.  A  little  further  to  the  north  is  Aceldama,  that  is,  the 
field  of  blood,  which  is  faid  to  be  the  fpot  that  was  purchafed  by  the  chief  priefts  to 
bury  ftrangers  in,  with  the  money  which  Judas  returned,  as  confcious  that  it  was  the 
price  of  innocent  bloody  :  it  is  an  oblong  fquare  cavern,  about  twenty-fix  paces  long, 
twenty  broad,  and  feemed  to  be  about  twenty  feet  deep ;  it  is  enclofed  on  every  fide, 
either  with  the  rock  or  a  wall,  and  covered  over  ;  there  are  fix  holes  in  the  top  by 
which  one  may  look  down  into  it,  and  by  thefe  they  throw  in  the  bodies :  it  belongs 
now^  to  the  Armenians.  They  talk  much  of  a  virtue  in  this  earth  to  confume  dead 
bodies  ;  and,  it  is  faid,  that  feveral  Ihip-loads  of  it  were  carried  to  what  they  call  the 
Campo  Santo  in  Pifa.  Over  Aceldama,  to  the  foutli-eafl  of  the  road  to  Bethlehem, 
is  the  hill  of  evil  counfel,  where  it  is  faid  the  Jews  took  counfel,  and  determined  to 
put  Jefus  to  death.  I  faw  feveral  other  fepulchral  grottos,  as  I  defcended  from  this 
place  into  the  vale  that  is  to  the  weft  of  the  city  :  there  is  a  bafin  in  it  which  is  about  two 
hundred  and  fifty  paces  long,  and  a  hundred  broad  ;  the  bottom  is  very  narrow,  and 
the  rock  on  each  fide  appears  like  fteps  :  this  bafon  is  made  by  building  a  wall  acrofs 
the  valley  ;  it  ij  commonly  called  the  pool  of  Beerflieba,  but  feems  to  be  the  lower 
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pool  ofGihon  ;  it  is  generally  dry,  but  probably  it  was  defigned  to  receive  not  only  the 
rain  waiters,  but  alfo  the  fapcrfiuous  wnters  from  the  upper  pool  of  Gihon  *.  At  the 
north  end  of  it  there  is  a  caufeway,  which  lends  to  the  road  to  Bethlehem.  There  is 
a  channel  on  it  from  Sclomon's  aqueduct,  which  fupplies  a  cillern  on  each  fide  of  t'  e 
caufeway,  and  one  at  the  end  of  it,  where  there  is  plenty  of  water ;  above  this  the 
valley  is  not  fo  deep,  but  capable  of  receiving  a  great  quantity  of  water.  About  a 
h.undred  paces  to  the  north  the  aqucdud  from  Solomon's  pool  croffes  the  vale,  the 
water  running'  part  of  the  way  on  nine  arches,  from  four  to  fix  feet  high  ;  it  is  then 
conveyed  round  the  hill  on  the  vvelt  fide  of  Mount  Sion,  and  fo  round  to  the  city  and 
temple  by  a  covered  chani.el  on  the  ground. 

Near  a  mile  to  the  north-north-weft  is  the  pool  of  Gihon,  which  I  fuppofe  to  be 
the  upper  pool ;  it  is  a  very  large  bafqn,  and  if  I  miftake  not,  is  cut  dov/n  about  ten 
feet  into  the  rock,  there  being  a  v.ay  down  to  it  by  fteps  ;  it  was  almoft  dry  at  that 
time,  and  fcems  defigned  to  receive  the  rain  waters  which  come  from  the  hills  about 
it :  there  is  a  canal  from  the  pool  to  the  city,  which  is  uncovered  part  of  the  way,  and 
it  is  faid  goes  to  the  pool  in  theTcreets  near  the  holy  fcpulchre,  and  when  there  is  a 
great  plenty  of  water,  it  runs  to  the  pool  already  mentioned  to  the  weft  of  the  city ; 
for  tlie  defign  of  thefe  pools  feems  to  have  been  to  receive  the  rain  water  for  the  com- 
mon ufcr.  of  the  city,  and  probably  even  to  drink  in  cafe  of  necefiity. 

It  is  well  known  that  Solomon  was  crowned  on  Mount  Gihon,  and  if  the  tradition 
be  true,  that  the  ceremony  was  performed  near  this  pool,  it  might  be  concluded  that 
the  liigh  ground  to  the  north  of  it  was  that  Mount ;  but  it  feems  more  probable,  as 
already  obferved,  that  Mount  Gihon  was  the  height  on  which  the  Latin  convent  ftands», 
'  I  do  not  find  where  the  fountain  of  Gihon  was,  though  it  is  moft  probable,  that  it  rofe 
wither  in  the  upper  pool,  or  out  of  the  high  ground  about  it. 

I  Ihall  conclude  this  chapter,  with  an  account  of  fome  ceremonies  of  the  Greeks  at 
Eafter,  efpccially  of  the  moft  remarkable  one  relating  to  the  holy  fire. 

On  the  firft  of  April,  the  Good  Friday  of  the  Greeks,  they  performed  in  the  even- 
ing, the  ceremony  of  taking  Chrift  down  from  the  crofs ;  and  a  little  after  midniglit 
they  began  fome  other  ceremonies  in  a  very  tumultuous  and  indecent  manner :  Firft, 
ihey  wrapt  up  a  man  in  a  cloth,  and  carried  him  on  their  flioulders  three  times  round 
the  fcpulchre,  the  mob  running  round  and  hallooing  ;  they  then  laid  him  down  before 
the  outer  door  of  the  fepulchre,  and  after  playing  feveral  tricks  with  him,  he  got  up  ^ 
and  this  is  their  reprefentation  of  the  refurredilion.  Others  were  carried  about  in 
the  f;ime  manner,  but  not  covered  ;  there  was  a  perfon  alfo  who  walked  round  the 
fepulchre,  with  another  ftanding  on  his  flioulders,  who  talked  and  made  figns  to 
the  people  ;  and  all  thefe  things  were  imitated  by  the  boys,  who,  in  a  verj-  indecent 
manner,  leaped  on  one  anothers  backs,  fome  throwing  others  diiwn,  and  pulling  oii' 
their  caps;  and  the  country  people  ran  hallooing  round  the  fcpulchre;  infomuch 
that  any  one  would  have  taken  it  rather  for  a  fociety  of  Bacchanals  than  a^Chriftian 
artembly. 

The  Turks,  and  even  the  governor  of  Jerufalem,  as  is  cuftomary,  came  to  fee  the 
ceremony  of  the  holy  fire:  as  foon  as  he  arrived  all  was  quiet.  The  Latins -fay,  that 
in  the  firft  ages,  on  Eafter-eve,  the  fire  defcended  from  heaven  into  the  fepulchre, 
;md  lighted  their  lamps.  But  this  miracle  failing  about  the  fifth  or  fi.\th  century,  the 
Catholics  wrote  to  Rome  in  relation  of  it,  and  received  an  anfwer,  that  fince  providcnra 
did  not  continue  to  ad  fuperuaturally  in  this  refped,  they  ought  not  to  endeavour  to 
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inipofe  on  the  people  ;  that  fince  that  time  the  Greeks  have  pretended  to  be  in  poflefTion 
of  the  iniraclc,  and  made  the  people  believe  it. 

The  lights  were  put  out  all  over  the  church,  and  firft  of  all  the  Greek  young  men 
cune  running  like  mad  men  tewai'ds  the  holy  fepulchre,  carrying  ftandards':  the  guar- 
d  an  of  their  convent,  and  fome  other  Greek  priefts,  brought  into  the  holy  fepulchre 
a  large  glafs  lamp  that  was  not  lighted.  The  Greek  procefllon  began  with  Ihouts  of  the 
people ;  the  priefts  came  firfl;,  followed  by  their  bifliop,  and  went  three  times  round 
the  holy  fepulchre  :  then  the  bifhop  went  alone  into  the  fepulchre.  The  Armenian 
biftiop,  who  was  grey  headed,  and  very  infirnl,  followed  immediately  afterwards,  and 
was  thruft  in  with  much  difficulty  ;  but,  I  think,  only  permitted  to  wait  within,  by  the 
door;  the  Armenians  not  being  allowed  a  part  in  the  fecret  of  this  ceremony.  'I'he 
Coptic  and  Syrian  bifliops,  if  I  miftake  not,  endeavoured  to  go  in,  but  were  not  per- 
mitted :  the  Turks  all  the  while  guarded  the  door  of  the  fepulchre,  and  money  was 
given  them  to  permit  people  to  be  near,  that  they  might  light  tlieir  tapers  firfl  at  the 
holy  fire.  They  were  not  in  the  fepulchre  half  a  quarter  of  an  hour  before  the  door 
wxs  opened,  and  a  great  number  of  finall  lighted  candles  held  out ;  and  happy  was 
the  perfon  that  could  light  his  candles  firft.  Young  men  flood  reaching  out  with  their 
bare  arms,  having  twenty  or  thirty  candles  tied  together,  to  light  them  among  the  firft. 
But  to  avoid  any  great  inconveniences  by  the  crowd,  two  perfons  held  their  lighted 
candles  at  a  diftance,  in  two  different  parts  of  the  area,  that  others  might  more  con- 
veniently light  their  tapers.  Some  who  had  the  holy  fire,  being  furrounded,  and 
almoft  fmothered  by  the  crowd  that  preffed  about  them,  were  forced  to  brand  the 
candles  in  the  faces  of  the  people  in  their  own  defence  ;  and  fome  go  fo  far  as  to 
fay,  that  this  fire  will  not  burn  their  beards.  With  much  difficulty  the  Greek  and 
Armenian  bifhops  went  out  with  candles  in  their  hands  :  in  a  little  time  all  the  tapers 
were  lighted,  and  the  church  was  foon  filled  with  the  fmoke  of  them,  as  they  kept 
their  lights  burning  for 'fome  time.  It  is  faid  the  Greeks  think  themfelves  obliged  to 
carry  on  this  affair,  in  order  to  bring  pilgrims  to  Jerufalcm  ;  for  the  people  fet  fo  great 
a  value  on  this  fire,  that  it  is  thought  they  v/ould  not  otherwife  come,  which  might  ruin 
the  Greeks,  vvfho  live  by  this  concourfe  of  pilgrims.  After  this  ceremony  was  over 
they  made  the  firft  tonfure  of  tv/o  Armenian  boys  near  the  fepulchre  ;  a  barber  wafliing 
their  heads  v/ith  rofe  water,  and  fliaving  them  ;  the  women  that  were  related  to  them 
making  a  flirill  noife,  according  to  their  cuftom,  as  a  teftimony  of  joy ;  then  began  the 
proceffion  of  the  Armenians,  Coptis,  and  Syrians,  the  two  boys  in  furpUces  following 
the  deacons  witli  candles  in  their  hands. 

Chap.  VII.—  Of  the  Mount  of  Olives,  Bethany,  and  Beihphage^ 

THE  high  hill  to  the  eaft  of  the  city  is  commonly  known  by  the  name  of  the  Mount 
of  Olives  :  it  is  not  a  fingle  hill,  but  is  part  of  a  ridge  of  hills,  which  extends  to  the 
north,  aj»d  alfo  to  the  fouth-well.  The  Mount  of  Olives  has  four  fummits,  which  I 
fhall  delcribe  in  their  order. 

Going  about  half  a  quarter  of  a  mile  to  the  nortlnvard  from  the  north-eaft  corner 
of  the  city,  I  went  down  to  the  eaftern  valley,  and  went  up  the  mount  of  Olives,  by 
a  very  e.ify  afccnt,  through  pleafant  corn  fields,  planted  with  olive  trees  :  about  half  way 
rp^  1  came  to  a  plam  fpot,  called  by  the  Arabs  Galilee,  conjectured  by  fome  to  have  its 
name  from  an  iim  of  the  Galileans,  thought  to  have  been  there;  others,  chiefly  the 
Ror.i:'.n  catholics,  fuppofe  it  is  dtrivcd  from  the  angel's  faying  to  the  difciples,  "  Ye 
mcft  oi  Gahlce,  why  itand  ye  here  looking  up  hito  heaven;"  and  by  them  it  is  called 
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The  men  of  Galilee.  There  are  foine  ruins  in  this  place.  We  went  from  it  to  the 
fummit  of  the  hill  further  to  the  eaft,  called  by  the  Arabs  Selman  Tafliy  (  The  ftone  of 
Selman),  probably  from  fome  fepulchre  there ;  for  there  is  a  large  one  covered  with  a 
dome,  and  about  it  are  feveral  other  Mahometan  tombs.  The  Dead  ^ea  is  fecn  from 
this  place,  and  from  feveral  other  parts  of  the  hill. 

We  went  on  to  the  fummit,  from  which  our  Saviour  afcended  up  into  heaven ; 
over  it  is  a  fmall  Gothic  chapel  ;  it  is  round  within,  and  oftagon  without,  and  ftands 
in  the  middle  of  a  large  enclofr.re,  with  fome  buildings  about  it,  and  is  now  converted 
into  a  mofque,  belonging  to  a  Mahometan  convent,  in  which  there  is  only  one  derviche  : 
pilgrims  pay  a  great  devotion  to  what  they  are  told  is  the  print  of  our  Saviour's  foot, 
that  was  made  when  he  afcended  up  into  heaven,  and  points  towards  the  fouth.  On 
Afcenfion  Eve,  the  Chriflians  come,  and  encamp  in  the  court,  and  that  night  tiicy 
perform  the  offices  of  the  Afcenfion.  The  Latins  ereft  two  altars  in  the  chapel,  and 
the  Armenians,  Greeks,  and  Coptis  have  each  of  them  an  altar  againft  the  wail  of 
the  enclofure,  and  Chrillians  at  all  times  have  free  admittance  :  at  the  fouth-wefl;  corner 
of  the  buildings  round  the  court,  is  the  cell  of  Pelagia,  the  harlot  of  Antioch,  wlio 
performed  a  long  penance  here  in  the  habit  of  a  man;  it  not  being  known  who  fhe 
•was  till  the  time  of  her  death.  A  little  below  the  height  of  the  hill  there  is  a  pillar  v.'here 
they  fay  Chrifl;  foretold  the  day  of  judgnient. 

I  went  a  fecond  time  to  the  top  of  this  hill  from  the  garden  of  Gethfemane.  The 
firfl  place  we  came  to  was  a  building  on  the  left,  where  Chrift  wept  over  Jerufalem.  nnd 
made  that  pathetic  fpeech,  on  account  of  the  miferies  that  were  coming  on  it,  Hn'iiet 
up,  near  the  cop  of  the  hill,  we  turned  to  the  right  into  a  lane,  and  came  to  a  church 
on  the  left  hand,  where  they  fay,  the  apoftles  compofed  the  creed  :  it  appears  to  have 
been  ufed  as  a  ciflern.  A  little  higher  is  the  place,  w  here  ihey  lay,  our  Saviour  taught 
the  difciples  a  fecond  time  to  pray,  according  to  the  form  which  he  gave  to  them  ;  there 
are  only  fome  foundations  of  an  ancient  building,  and  the  remains  of  a  black  and  white 
Mofaic  pavement.  Below  the  place  where  the  apoftles  compofed  the  creed,  to  the 
north-well  of  it,  are  what  they  call  the  Sepulchres  of  the  prophets,  which  are  very  large, 
having  many  cells  to  depofite  bodies  in  ;  the  further  end  of  them  they  call  the  Laby- 
rinth, which  extends  a  great  way  j  I  could  not  find  the  end  of  it ;  this  part  feems  to 
have  been  a  quarry. 

From  this  place  we  went  fouth  weft  up  to  the  third  fummit  of  the  hill,  on  which 
there  are  two  heaps  of  ruins  ;  one  is  about  the  middle  of  it,  the  other  towards  the  fouth 
weft  corner,  which  the  Arab  told  me  was  a  convent  of  Armenians.  \Vc  then  defcended 
to  the  Jews  burial-place,  crofling  the  road  to  Jericho,  which  goes  over  the  hill  to 
Bethany  ;  the  Arab  told  us,  this  part  of  the  hill  was  called  by  them  Solomone,  which 
probably  was  the  name  of  the  Mountain  of  oflence,  where  Solomon  facrificed  to  (Irange 
gods.  We  afcended  this  hill  to  the  fouth,  which  the  Chriltians  call  the  Mountain  of 
offence  ;  the  fummit  of  it  to  the  eaft  is  called.  The  Windmill,  probably  becaufe  there 
was  one  there.  To  the  fouth  of  this  is  a  little  height,  and  to  the  north  weft  is 
the  higheft  fummit,  where  there  are  fome  ruins  and  broken  columns.  The  Arab  told 
us,  that  there  was  an  Armenian  convent  alio  here ;  and  that  the  name  of  this  part 
vas  Gorek-Nertebet ;  all  this  hill  is  to  the  fouth  of  the  city.  I  obferved  that  to  the  eafl 
the  foil  was  good,  and  well  improved,  and  that  the  hills  and  valleys  round  had  a  very 
pleafant  afpect  at  this  feafon. 

We  went  from  the  fummit  of  the  afcenfion,  about  half  a  mile  to  Bethphage,  which 
was  a  village  on  mount  Olivet,  belonging  to  the  priefts  :  it  was  two  miles  from 
Jerufalem,  on  a  little  rifing  ground,  where  I  faw  but  a  very  few  ruins.     It  is  faid 
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Chrifl  mounted  the  foal  of  an  afs  at  the  foot  of  this  height,  for  which,  it  is  conjc(Slureii. 
he  had  fent  to  this  village,  as  it  is  over-againil  the  place  where  he  is  fuppofcd  to  have 
been.  The  Latins  had  a  ceremony  of  attending  their  fuperior  from  this  place  to 
the  city,  mounted  on  an  afs,  and  cloathed  in  the  pontifical  habit  in  whicli  they  cele- 
brate, the  people  performing  all  the  hon  urs  of  firewing  palm-branches,  and  laying 
their  p;arments  in  ihe  way.  1  aey  fpeak  of  it  as  a  very  affet^ting  function,  and  though 
perf:-«rmed  by  the  Latins,  yet  that  Chiiftians  of  ail  profeCions  joined  in  the  Hofannas, 
and  feemed  tr.mfported  with  a  fort  of  religious  extafy. 

From  this  place  we  went  on  to  Bethany,  which,  if  I  remember,  had  only  two  or 
three  families  in  it.  The  hrfl:  place  that  is  fliewn  is  the  houfe  of  Simon  the  leper,  where 
there  ire  fome  ruins,  with  a  very  large  grotto  under  th-^m,  and  two  or  three  fmall 
ones.  A  little  beyond  it  ai-e  remahis  of  a  fort  of  calHe,  which  is  a  very  (Irong  building, 
and  is  faid  to  be  the  houfe  of  Lazarus.  To  the  fouth  of  it  is  the  fepulclire  of  Lazarus. 
It  is  a  grotto  cut  out  of  the  rock,  to  which  there  is  a  defcent  of  twenty-five  fteps ; 
on  the  fide  of  the  flairs  there  is  a  fmall  cell,  where,  it  is  faid,  Mary  did  penance. 
There  is  a  paffage  from  the  room  into  the  fepulchre  itf:lf,  which  is  ju(l  large  enough 
to  contain  a  body,  and  is  three  feet  high  ;  the  entrance  to  it  was  probably  fliut  up  witii  a 
ftone ;  and  from  this  place  they  fuppofe  Lazarus  came  forth.  We  went  on  to  the  houfe 
of  Mary  Magdalene.  To  the  left  of  it  is  the  Itone,  a  part  of  the  rock  on  whicii,  they 
fay,  our  Saviour  fat,  when  Martha  came  to  him.  Beyond  that  is  the  houi'e  of  Martl:a, 
where  there  are  fome  foundations  cut  in  the  rock,  and  a  fmall  ciftern  ;  a  li-ttle  iui  ther  is 
the  fountain  of  the  apoftles.  Returning  by  the  houfe  of  Simon  the  leper,  we  came  to 
the  road  that  leads  from  Jericho  to  Jerufalem,  and  in  our  return  faw  the  place  to 
the  left,  where,  they  fay,  the  fig-tree  was  curfed. 

It  is  mentioned  as  an  extraordinary  thing,  that  there  were  feveral  hnufcs  in  Jerufalem 
for  the  people  when  they  came  up  to  worfhip  at  the  temple,  and  that  they  chofe 
their  habitation  in  any  of  them  as  they  thought  proper,  which  could  be  no  other  than 
the  kanes,  according  to  the  modern  cuilom.  There  remains  an  obfervation  with  regard 
to  what  is  to  be  fcen  in  and  about  Jerufalem  ;  that  as  there  are  few  figns  of  any  ancient 
buildings,  it  is  natural  there  fhould  be  but  little  account  of  any  thing  except  grottos, 
pools,  and  cifterns,  which  could  not  eafily  be  deftroyed  ;  and  we  are  not  to  expeft  great 
remains  of  that  city,  of  which  it  was  foretold,  whether  literally  or  not,  that  the  deftruc- 
tion  or  defolation  was  to  be  fuch  as  never  yet  happened  ;  and  that  of  the  mofl  famous 
building  in  it,  there  fliould  not  be  one  ftone  left  on  another. 

Chap.  VIII.  —  0/  theWildenif/s,  the  fountain  of  Elijha,  Jericho,  and  Jordan. 

ACCORDING  to  the  ufual  cuftom,  the  great  caravan  under  the  conduft  of  the 
governor  of  Jerufalem,  fet  out  for  tlie  river  Jordan  on  Eafter  Monday,  the  twenty- 
feventh  of  March,  at  three  of  the  clock  in  the  morning  :  about  thirty  of  the  Latin 
convent  went  on  horfcback  ;  the  ^xrmcnians  joined  our  part  of  the  caravan,  which 
was  efcortcd  by  ten  foldiers  ;  the  camels  fet  out  before,  with  the  women  and  children, 
the  Greeks  coming  after  us,  and  the  governor  brougiit  up  the  rear.  We  palfed  by 
Bethany,  and  defcended  a  great  way  down  the  hill,  having  a  valley  to  the  right :  At 
the  bottom  of  this  hill  we  came  to  a  vale,  at  the  end  of  which  is  the  fountain  of  the 
apofiies,  fo  called,  becaufe,  t'-y  fay,  Chrift  and  his  difciples  ufually  drank  of  it  when 
they  went  to  Jericho.  After  travelling  three  or  four  miles  in  this  valley,  we  came  to  a 
road  that  leads  eaftward  to  Mofes's  mofque,  where  the  Arabs  have  a  notion  that 
Mofes  was  buried,  and  fome  of  the  Mahometans  went  to  it ;  here,  if  I  miftake  not, 
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they  find  the  ftone  called  Hajar  Moiifc,  (The  (lone  of  Mofc-s)  which  burns  like  a  coal, 

docs  not  confume,  and  has  the  fame  difagreeable  fmell  as  t'le  bitumen  of  the  Dead 

Sea.     We  afcended  a  hill  to  the  north,  and  having  travelled  about  two  miles,  came 

to   a  fmall  rouiid  valley,  called  the   field  of  Adonim   or  Adomin,  that  is   to  fay,  the 

field  of  blood,  becaufc,  as  they  affirm,  frequent  murders  and  robberies  were  committed 

there,  and  thofe  who  look  on  the  parable  in  St.  Luke  as  a  real  faft,  fuppofe,  that  the 

perfon   who  was  going  from  Jerufalem   to  Jericho,  was  robbed  here,  though  it  may 

allude  to  any  place  in  that  road  remarkable  for  robberies.     We  found  this  vale,  and 

the  hills  ab>  ut  it  covered  with  grafs  :  going  up  a  hill  we  came  to  a  ruined  kane,  and  a 

little  higher  to  another,  where,  they  fay,  pilgrims  formerly  lodged  the  firlt  night  from 

Jerufalem ;   it  being  computed  about  half  way  to  the  river  Jordan  ;  we  then  paifed  by 

another  vale,  and  going  over  rocky  mountains,  had  a  view  of  the  plain  of  Jericho,  which 

is  part  of  the  great  plain  on  both  'ides  ot  Joixlan,  that  extended  from  the  lake  of 

Tiberias  to  the  Dead  Sea*.     We  paded  near  a  very  deep  vale,  in  which  there  wiis  a 

i'mall  ftrcam  of  water  ;  the  defcent  to  the  plain  was  long,  and  the  road  bad  :  Towards  - 

the  bottom,  on  the  north,  are  ruins  of  a  fmall  building,  and  a  larger  about  a  mile  to 

the  fouth.     We  crofled   over  a  large  ftream,  running  eaft  at  the  bottom  of  the  hill, 

our  courfe  being  now  to  the  north,  and  ahcr  having  gone  about  a  mile,  we  came  to 

a  low  lull  at  the  foot  of  the  high  mountains  to  the  wefl,  which  are  commonly  called  the 

Quarantana,  bccaufe  there  is  an  account  from  tradition,  that  Chrift  was  tempted  there 

forty  days  by  the  devil,  and  it  feems  to  be  the  chain  of  hills,  mentioned  by  Jofephusf, 

as  extending   from  Scythopolis  towards  Tiberias,  to  the  further  end  of  the  Dead  Sea, 

and  poflibly  as  far  as  Iduma;a.     Going  in  between  this  hill  and  the  mountains,  I  faw 

a    large  ruined  building,  oppofite  to  the  place  where  we  were  to  afcend  the  mountains 

to  the  weft,  which,  they  fay,  are  the  highelt  in  all  Juda;a.     As  we  afcended  we  paffcd  by 

feveral  grottos,  and   an  Arab   took  a  caphar  or  tax  :  in  the  way   they  fliew   two  or 

three  grots  relating  to  Chrift's  temptation,  and  at  the  top  is  a  chapel,  to  which  no 

pilgrims  are  allowed  to  go  ;  it  is  on  the  ipot,  from  which,  they  fay,  the  devil  fliewed  our 

Sciviour  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth,  and  the  glory  of  them.     On  the  eafl:  of  the  low 

hill  before-mentioned,  is  a  large  ruinous  building,  with  a  channel  to  it  from  the  hill, 

as  if  it  w:is  defigned  to  convey  the  rain  water  to  a  cidcrn   that  probably  was  there. 

I'here  is   a  canal  from   it   to  an  aqueducV,  which  is   built   on  high    arches,  over    a 

fmall  valley  ;  there  are  remaiivs  of  feveral  of  thefe  arches,  which  probably  diftributed 

the  water  over   the  fields  that  are   higher  th;m  the  founiain  of  Elilha.     We  pafled 

by  another  little  hill,  to  the  north  of  which  is  the  bed  of  a  torrent,  that  goes  near  the 

fountain  of  Elilha,    which  is    at   the  end  of  a  wood  :    the  water  of  this  fpring   is 

very  fliallow,  and  rifcs  up  in  feveral  parts  ;  it  is  a  foft  water,  and  rather  warm  :  I  found 

fome  fmall  (hell  fifli  in  it  of  the  turbinated   kind  ;  there  is  a  round  enclofure  about  it 

ot  hewn  ftone,  in  which  were  fix  niches,  femicircular  at  top,  two  of  them  rem;un  entire. 

Thefc  are  faid  to  be  the  waters  which  were  healed,  and   made  fruitful  by  Eliflia's 

tlu-owiag  fait  into  them,  at  the  requefl  of  the  people  of  Jericho  J.     I  obfervcd,  that  the 

country    round    about  it    was  very  fruitful,    producing  good  herbage,   and  a  great 

number  of  trees. 

We  went  about  a  mile  through  the  wood  and  corn  fields  to  Jericho,  where  there 
arc  only  the  remains  of  two  or  three  houfes,  and  a  fquare  tower,  which  they  call  the 
houfe  of  Zaclueus,  and  they  pretend  to  ihew  a  tree,  on  which,  they  fay,  he  mounted 
to  fee  Chrift.     It  is  well  known,  that  Jericho  was  the  Ikft  city  that  the  Ifraelites  took. 

•  JoH-plius  De  bcllo  JnJ.  iv.  8.  f  Jofoi>hu»  Dc  bcUo  Jud.  iv.  8.  {2  King?,  ii.  19. 
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after  tlicy  had  palU-i,!  Jordan.  Mount  Nebo,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  river,  was 
oppofite  to  this  city,  from  which  Mofes  took  a  view  of  the  Holy  Land,  and  where 
he  died. 

Wo  encamped  about  a  mile  to  the  fouth  of  Jericho,  and  flayed  there  all  that  day  ; 
there  was  a  finall  wood  to  the  eafl:  of  us,  where  I  faw  the  Zoccum  tree  ;  the  bark  of  it 
is  like  that  of  the  holly,  it  has  very  ftrong  thorns,  and  the  leaf  is  fomething  like  mat  of 
the  Barbary  tree ;  it  bears  a  green  nut ;  the  fl^in  or  flefli  over  it  is  thin,  and  the  nut 
is  ribbed,  and  has  a  thick  fliell,  and  a  very  fmall  kernel ;  they  grind  the  whole,  and 
prefs  an  oil  out  of  il,  as  they  do  out  of  olives,  and  call  it  a  ball'am  :  but  1  take  it  to  be 
the  Mvrobalanum  mentioned  by  Jofephus  *,  as  growing  about  Jericho  ;  cfpecially  as  it 
anfwers  verv  well  to  this  fruifdefcribed  by  Pliny  as  the  produce  of  that  part  of  Arabia, 
which  was  between  Judsea  and  Egypt  i'.  Some  think  tliat  Chriil  was  crowned  with 
this  thorn.  A  further  account  of  it  may  be  feen  in  the  chapter  of  plants.  I  did  not 
fee  here  what  ihey  call  the  rofe  of  Jericho,  nor  do  I  know  any  thing  of  the  properties 
of  it,  but  I  took  a  fmall  one  out  of  the  ground  in  the  defert  near  Cairo,  which 
appeared  to  be  dead  ;  it  feems  to  be  only  a  dwarf  fhrub,  fomething  of  the  nature  of 
heath,  with  a  fort  of  buds  or  flowers  without  leaves  ;  they  grow  round,  and  are 
commonly  pulled  up  fmall,  but  are  from  an  inch  to  feven  or  eight  inches  in  diameter  J. 
The  Opobalfamum  alfo  grew  in  thefe  parts,  which  is  commonly  called  the  balm  of 
Cilead,  or  balfum  of  Mecca:  I  mentioned  before,  that  there  is  a  tradition  that  Cleopatra 
removed  therti  to  Egypt,  and  that  they  might  have  been  neglected  there,  or  by  fome 
accident  deflroyed,  or  tranfplanted  into  Arabia  Felix,  the  country  of  Mahomet. 

All  pilgrims  are  treated  in  the  fame  manner  in  this  journey  ;  they  do  not  eat  with 
the  monks,  but  are  together  in  a  fmall  tent,  in  which  they  are  alfo  annoyed  by  other 
company,  fo  that  it  is  advifeable  for  a  pilgrim  to  cirry  his  little  tent  with  him.  On  the 
twenty-eighth,  we  fet  out  about  two  o'clock  in  the  morning  to  go  to^the  river  Jordan ; 
we  went  north  eaft,  and  the  Greeks  foon  left  us  to  go  fouth  eafl: ;  for  thofe  of  both 
rehgions  propofe  to  go  to  the  place  where  Chrift  was  baptized,  but  happen  to  dilfer 
in  their  opinions,  and  are  three  or  four  miles  wide  of  each  other.  We  palTed  over  the 
bed  of  a  torrent,  about  which  there  was  verdure  and  trees  ;  we  afterwards  found  the 
plain  very  even,  without  ftones  or  grafs,  nothing  growing  on  it,  except  a  few  dwarf 
ihrubs.  We  arrived  at  the  ruins  of  St.  John's  conventabout  half  a  mile  from  the  river 
Jordan,  where  the  ground  is  a  little  uneven ;  it  is  built  chiefly  of  hewn  ftone,  and  is 
on  the  brow  of  a  defcent  over  the  plain.  It  is  thought  by  fome,  that  this  was  the  place 
to  which  the  voice  came  from  heaven,  '  This  is  my  beloved  Son  :'  and  that  formerly 
the  river  Jordan  overflowed  to  the  foot  of  this  height.  But  as  the  banks  are  about 
fifteen  feet  high,  I  fliould  hardly  imagine  that  it  ever  overflowed  them,  nor  could  I  be 
informed  that  it  does  at  prefent.  From  the  high  bank  indeed  of  the  river,  there  is  a 
defcent  in  many  places  to  a  lower  ground,  which  is  four  or  five  feet  above  the  water, 
and  is  frequently  covered  with  wood  :  here  probably  the  lions  lay  that  were  roufed  by 
the  fuddcn  overflowing  of  Jordan  §.     The  foil  feemed  to  be  fait,  and  had  a  kind  of  fait 

•  Jofephus  Dcbello  Jiidiv.  P. 

t  MyrobaIanu.il  Trogl.  dyiis,  &  Thebaidi,  &  Arabia,  quae  Judxam  »b  jEfjypto  difterminat,  commune 
e(l,  nafcens  iinguei'.to,  ut  ipfo  nomine  appaiet.  Quo  item  indicatur  &  glandem  eff.  arboris,  Heliotropio, 
quam  dici-mus  inter  herbas,  limili  folio.     FruAus  magnitudine  Avellans  nucis.     £x  his  in  Arabia  nafce»» 

Syriaca  appellatur Sunt  qui  iEtliiopicam   ii«   prveferant  glandem  nigram. E  diverfo   Arabicam 

viridemac  ifiiuiorem,  &  quoniam  fit  montuofa  fpiffiorcm. ^Unguentarii  autem  tantum  CorticeCpreKiunt : 

Medici  niicleos,  tun-lenlei  aff  la  ci»  paulatim  calida  aqua.     Ptin.  Hijl.  xii.  46. 

J  It  is  called  by  BoianilU,  Thlafpi ilofa  de  Hiericho  diaura.  A/or.  HUl.Ott. 

^  Jcr.xlix.  19.  and  1.^4. 
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cake  on  It.  The  river  Jordan  is  deep  and  very  rapid,  it  is  v.ider  than  the  Tiber  at 
Rome,  and  may  be  about  as  wide  as  the  Thames  at  Windfor.  The  water  of  it  is 
turbid  ;  the  river  here  makes  a  little  turn  to  the  weft,  and  loon  after  to  the  caft.  There 
is  a  low  bank  to  the  north,  as  defcribed  before,  to  which  the  people  defcend  who  dip 
in  Jordan,  which  moft  Europeans  have  the  curiofity  to  do,  but  not  without  holding  by 
the  boughs  of  the  trees,  and  even  this  is  difficult,  becaufe  the  bank  is  both  foft  and 
fteep  ;  and  the  ftrcam  fo  rapid,  that  there  is  fome  danger  of  being  carried  away  by 
it,  if  any  one  ventured  in,  without  holding  by  the  boughs ;  for  in  that  cafe  a 
perfon  muft  be  Ikilful  in  fwimming,  in  order  to  recover  the  bank,  fome  pilgrims 
having  been  drowned,  who  unadvifedly  ventured  into  the  river.  They  have  a 
notion,  that  the  waters  of  Jordan  are  like  thofe  of  baptifm,  and  wafli  away  all  fin  ; 
fo  that  the  very  women  go  on  the  bank,  and,  being  ftripped  to  their  under  garment, 
get  the  people  to  pour  the  water  on  them.  The  Latins  ereded  altars  near  the  river,  and 
mafs  was  celebrated  by  fome  of  the  Italians,  French,  and  Spanifli  fathers. 

When  the  children  of  Ifrael  pafled  over  Jordan,  they  went  fix  miles  and  a  quarter 
to  Gilgal,  where  they  fet  up  an  altar  of  twelve  ftones,  in  memory  of  that  pailage,  at  the 
diftance  of  a  mile  aird  a  half  from  Jericho*.  So  that  it  is  probable  they  paifed  over 
the  river  Jordan  about  this  place,  which  feems  to  be  the  neareft  part  of  the  river  tc> 
Jericho,  and  is  faid  to  be  about  feven  miles  from  it.  The  convent  of  St.  Jerom  is  either 
in  the  road  which  the  Greeks  took,  or  to  the  fouth  of  it. 

We  returned  the  fame  way,  and  a  white  ftandard  being  fet  up  on  a  barrow  near 
the  camp,  as  a  mark  for  all  the  pilgrims  to  go  to  it,  we  directed  our  courfe  that  way. 
The  governor  was  on  this  height,  and  all  the  pilgrims  palTed  by  him,  one  by  one,  that 
he  might  know  what  fees  were  due  to  him.  That  evening,  foon  after  it  was  dark,  the 
caravan  fet  out  for  Jerufalem,  being  lighted  with  chips  of  deal  full  of  turpentine, 
burning  in  a  round  iron  frame,  fixed  to  the  end  of  a  pole ;  and  we  arrived  at  Jerufalem 
a  little  before  day  break. 

Chap.jX.  —  Of  St.  Saha  and  the  Dead  Sea. 

ON  the  third  of  April,  in  the  afternoon,  I  fet  out  for  the  Dead  Sea,  under  the 
protection  of  the  Arabs  of  St.  Saba.  We  went  to  the  fouth  eaft,  along  the  deep  and 
narrow  valley,  in  which  the  brook  Kedron  runs  ;  it  has  high  rocky  hills  on  each  fide, 
which  are  Ihaped  out  into  terraces,  and  doubtlefs  produced  formerly  both  corn  and 
wine  ;  fome  of  them  are  cultivated  even  at  this  time.  After  travelling  about  two 
miles,  we  pafled  by  a  village  on  a  hill  to  the  right,  called  Bethfaon,  which  is  feen  alio 
from  Bethlehem.  This  pofirbly  might  be  the  ftrong  caftle  of  Bethfura,  mentioned  in 
the  hiftory  of  the  Maccabees  f;  though  it  is  extraordinary,  that  a  place  of  fuch  impor- 
tance, which  was  (Mily  five  furlongs  from  Jerufaleui,  fiiould  be  mentioned  in  no  other 
writings.  About  fix  miles  from  Jerufalem  we  paffetl  by  the  tents  of  the  Arabs,  who 
were  our  conductors ;  here  we  afcendcd  a  hill  to  the  fouth,  from  wliich  we  bad  a 
profpeCt  of  Sicni,  the  mount  of  Olives,  and  Bethlehem.  We  foon  came  to  a  ruin 
called  Der-Benalbede,  which  from  the  name  feems  to  have  been  an  old  convent. 
We  went  about  an  hour  on  the  hills,  and  defcendiug  a  little  to  the  fcnith,  came  to  a 
lower  ground,  where  we  hatl  the  firft  view  of  St.  Saha  ;  then  tm-ning  eaft,  in  lefs  than 
a  mile  we  arrived  at  that  convent,  which  is  fituated  in  a  very  extraordinary  manner  on 
the  high  rocks  over  the  brook  Kedron  ;  there  are  a  g  cat  number  of  grottos  about  it,, 
luppofed  to  have  been  the  retreats  ol  hermits.     The  m.  naftic  and  hermit's  iile  was  infti- 

*  Jofeph.  Antiq.  V.  I.  Joih. iv.  ao.  -j- a  Mace.  xi.  5. 
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luteil  licrc  in  the  fourth  century  by  St.  Saba;  they  fay,  there  have  been  ten  tlioufaivl 
reclufcs  licre  at  one  time  ;  and  foine  writers  affirm,  tliat  in  St.  Siiba's  time  there  were 
fourteen  thoufand.  The  monks  of  this  convent  never  eat  flefh  ;  and  they  have  fuch 
privileges  that  no  Mahometan  can  enter  the  convent,  under  the  penalty  of  paying  five 
hundred  dollars  to  the  mofque  of  the  temple  of  Solomon.  There  arc  .Come  ruins  of 
a  building,  in  the  way  down  to  the  brook  Kedron,- which  probably  are  remains  of 
the  novitiate,  for  breeding  up  young  men  to  the  nionaftic  life,  which  Is  mentioned  as 
belonging  to  the  convent.  John  Damafcenus,  Eup'.iemius,  and  Cyril  the  nii-.nk  of 
Jerufalcm,  lived  in  this  retirement,  which  is  computed  to  be  equally  diflunt  from 
Jerufalem,  Bethlehem,  and  the  Dead  Sea,  that  is,  about  three  hou""s  from  each  of  them. 

On  the  fourth  we  fet  out  for  the  Dead  Sea  ;  we  went  about  a  mile  to  tha  eaft  of  the 
brook  Kedron,  and  then  afcended  to  the  north,  and  foon  came  to  a  plain  full  of  little 
hillocks,  which  had  fome  herbage  in  it,  and  is  much  frequented  by  antelopes ;  this 
is  the  high  road  from  Jericho  to  Hebron.  "We  went  fome  vv^ay  to  the  north,  and 
then  turned  to  the  eafl; ;  we  found  the  hills,  which  are  of  white  flcne,  higher  the 
nearer  we  approached  the  Dead  Sea.  At  lengths  we  came  to  tlie  lleep  reeky  clifts 
that  hang  over  it,  and  make  a  mofc  dreadful  appearance  ;  the  dcfcent  was  very  difficult, 
and  we  were  obliged  to  leave  our  horfes,  in  order  to  get  to  the  banks  of  the  Dead  Sea, 
at  that  part  of  it  which  is  about  two  miles  fouth  of  the  north  end  of  it. 

This  lake  was  called  Afphahites,  that  is,  the  lake  of  Bitumen,  on  account  of  the 
pitch  which  is  found  on  it.  It  is  bounded  to  the  weft  by  the  tribe  of  3:d  ih,  to  the 
eaft  by  the  ancient  kingdom,  of  Moab,  and  extends  from  the  north,  where  the  river 
Jordan  falls  into  it,  to  the  fouth  as  far  as  LluniKa.  Pliny  makes  it  a  hundred  miles 
long,  twenty-five  broad  in  the  wideft  part,  and  fix  where  it  is  narroweft.  Jufcphus 
affirms,  that  it  was  feventy  two  miles  and  a  half  long,  and  eighteen  and  three  quarters 
broad ;  but  Diodorus,  who  fays  it  was  fixty  two  miles  and  a  halt  long,  and  feven  and 
a  half  broad,  feems  to  be  nearer  the  truth,  efpecially  as  to  the  breadth,  which  is 
commonly  faid  to  be  ten  miles  ;  and  the  length  is  generally  computed  to  be  fixty ; 
but  it  did  not  appear  to  me  to  be  above  a  league  broad,  though  I  might  be  deceived  by 
the  height  of  the  mountains  on  the  other  fide,  and  it  may  be  broader  in  the  middle : 
for  this  and  the  other  extreniity  of  the  lake  are  to  be  looked  on  as  the  bays  that  are 
mentioned  by  antient  authors  at  the  ends  of  it.  It  is  very  extraordinary  that  no  outlet 
ef  this  lake  has  been  diicovered ;  but  it  is  fuppofed  that  there  muft  be  fome  fubtcr- 
raneous  pa'Jage  uito  the  Mediterranean.  And  it  may  be  queflioned  whether  fo  much 
of  the  water  could  evaporate  as  falls  into  it,  not  only  from  the  river  Jordan  but  from 
the  Anion  to  the  eaft,  which  divided  the  kingdom  of  Moab  from  that  of  the  Ammor- 
rhites,  and  from  that  part  of  the  Holy  Land,  which  was  the  tribe  of  Reuben.  I  did 
not  obferve  any  opening  where  the  Arnon  might  fall  into  the  lake,  but  fuppofe  it  wa>s 
farther  to  the  fouth,  the  brook  Kedron  falls  alfo  into  this  fea ;  and  it  is  thought  that 
the  river  Zared  in  Moab  ran  into  it,  and  fo  doubtlefs  muft  feveral  other  ftreams  from  the 
mountainous  -countries  on  each  fide,  efpecially  from  the  eaft,  where  the  hills  are  high, 
though  they  have  very  little  account  of  that  country.  It  is  certain,  that  of  late  there 
have  been  very  extraordinary  inundations  of  this  fea  over  its  lower  banks,  and  fuch 
as  had  not  happened  in  many  years  before,  becaufe  I  faw  many  trees  that  had  been 
killed  by  the  overflowing  of  it.  I  alfo  obferved  feveral  dead  fhrubs  In  the  lake,  fo  that 
the  water  feems  of  late  years  to  have  gained  on  the  land. 

There  feem  originally  to  have  been  flime  pits,  or  pits  of  bitumen  in  this  place,  which 
■was  antiently  the  vale  of  Sitldun*.     And  Jofephusf  fays,  that,  on  the  overthrow  of 

•    Cen.xiT.  3.  f  Jofeph.  Aiitiq.i.9. 
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Sodom,  this  vale  became  the  lake  Afphaltites.  Strabo  *  alfo  fays,  that  there  was  a 
tradition  among  the  inhabitants,  that  tliere  were  thirteen  cities  here,  of  which  Sodom 
was  the  chief;  and  that  the  lake  was  made  by  earthquakes  and  eruptions  of  fire,  and 
hot  fulphureous  and  bituminous  waters ;  and  that  the  cities  were  fwallowed  up  by  them. 
And  he  feems  to  fpeak  of  it  as  a  certain  truth,  that  there  were  fubterraneous  fires  in  thefe 
parts,  as  might  be  concluded  from  the  burnt  ftones,  the  caverns,  alhes,  and  pitch  dif- 
tilling  from  the  ftones,  and  alfo  from  ftreams  of  hot  water,  which  fent  forth  a  flench 
that  was  perceived  at  a  great  diflance ;  and  iikewlfe  from  the  ruins  of  ancient 
habitations. 

All  authors  agree  that  the  water  of  this  lake  is  fait ;  fome  mention  that  it  is  bitter, 
and  has  alum  in  it  f.  I  found  it  very  fait  at  this  place,  though  fo  near  to  the  river 
Jordan:  it  is  a  common  opinion,  llrat  the  waters  of  that  river  pafs  through  it  without 
mixing  with  the  water  of  the  lake,  and  I  thought  I  faw  the  ftream  of  a  diflerent  colour ; 
and  pollibly,  as  it  is  rapid,  it  may  run  unmixed  for  fome  way.  The  water  of  the  lake 
is  clear,  and  of  the  colour  of  the  fea  water  ;  I  took  a  bottle  of  it,  and  had  the  water 
analyfed  ;  it  was  judged  that  there  was  nothing  in  it  but  fait,  and  it  may  be  a  very  little 
alum,  though,  when  I  looked  on  the  water  in  the  fea,  it  appeared  as  if  it  had  an 
oily  fubftance  in  it,  which  I  have  been  informed  is  the  bituminous  or  fulphureous 
matter.  On  tailing  it,  my  mouth  was  conftringed  as  if  it  had  been  a  ftrong  alum 
water  ;  I  found  a  fort  of  a  thin  cake  or  crufl:  of  fait  on  my  face  after  I  came  out  of  the 
lake,  in  which  I  not  only  fwam,  but  dipped  feveral  times,  that  the  weight  of  the  water 
might  have  no  ill  cifeft  ;  for  the  perfon  who  analyfed  the  water  informed  me,  that  it 
weighs  as  five  to  four  in  proportion  to  frefh  water.  The  ftones  on  the  fide  of  the  lake 
are  covered  with  feveral  thin  coats  of  a  white  fubftance,  as  if  each  of  them  was  made  by 
a  dilferent  overflowing  of  the  lake ;  this  I  was  informed  confifted  of  fait  and  bitumen. 
Pliny  fiys,  that  no  living  bodies  would  fink  in  it  | ;  and  Vefpafian  tried  the  experiment, 
by  ordering  fome  perfons  who  could  not  fwim,  to  have  their  hands  tied  behind  them, 
and  to  be  thrown  into  the  water,  and  they  did  not  fink.  Strabo  ||  immediately  after 
Jericho  defcribes  this  lake,  though  a  corruption  has  crept  into  his  text,  both  as  to  the 
name  and  dimenfions  of  it,  for  he  calls  the  lake  Sirbonis,  and  fpeaks  of  it  as  only 
twenty-five  miles  long,  though  he  had  juft  before  faid,  that  this  lake  was  a  hundred 
and  twenty-five  in  circumference ;  he  fays,  the  water  of  it  is  deep  and  heavy  ;  that 
perfons  who  went  into  it  were  born  up  to  their  navels ;  he  fays  likewife,  that  it  is  full 
of  pitch ;  and  after  having  given  a  more  full  account,  he  mentions  the  overthrow 
of  Sodom,  and  other  cities,  and  the  condition  of  the  country  that  followed  on  it. 

I  was  much  plcafcd  with  what  I  obferved  of  this  extraordinary  water,  and  ftayed 
in  it  near  a  quarter  of  an  hour  ;  I  found  I  could  lay  on  it  in  any  pofture  without  motion, 
and  without  finking  ;  it  bore  me  up  infuch  a  manner,  that  when  I  Itruck  in  fwinuning, 
my  legs  were  above  the  water,  and  I  found  it  dilhcult  to  recover  my  feet ;  I  did 
not  care  to  venture  where  it  was  deep,  though  thefe  efteds  would  probably  have  been 
more  remarkable  further  in.  They  have  a  notion,  that  if  any  one  attempted  to  Iwim 
over,  it  would  burn  up  the  body,  and  they  fay  the  fame  of  boats,  for  rhere  are  none 
on  the  lake.  The  Arabs  make  pits  on  the  fide  of  the  lake,  which  are  filled  by  its 
overflow  on  the  melting  of  the  fnow,  and  when  the  lake  is  lower,  the  water  evaporates, 
and  leaves  a  cake  of  fait,  which  is  about  an  inch  thick,  as  I  concluded  from  the  fait  I 
law  at  Jerufalem  ;  the  country  for  a  confiderable  diftance  isfupplied  \suh  It  for  common 

»  Stialio,  xvi.  764.  t   rlin.Nat  Hid.  v.  16. 

X  Afplialtitcs  nihil   preter  bitumen  gignitj   unde  &  nomcn.     Nullum  corpus  animalium  rccipit ;  taun 
cameliquc  fluitant.   PIiu.>,"at.  Hill.  xv.  16.  ||   Strabo  xvi,  763. 
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ufe.  It  is  obferved  that  the  bitumen  floats  on  the  water,  and  comes  afhore  after  windy 
weather ;  the  Arabs  gather  it  up,  and  it  ferves  as  pitch  for  all  ufcs,  goes  into  the 
compofition  of  medicines,  and  is  thought  to  have  been  a  very  great  ingredient  in  the 
bitumen,  ufed  in  embalming  the  bodies  in  Egypt,  cfpecially  in  filling  up  the  head, 
and  in  other  fpecies  of  what  is  called  mummy  ;  it  has  been  much  ufed  for  cerecloths, 
and  has  an  ill  liuell  when  burnt.  It  is  probable  that  there  are  fubterraneons  fires,  that 
t'lrow  up  this  bitumen  at  the  bottom  of  the  fea,  where  it  may  form  itfelf  into  a  mafs, 
which  may  be  broke  by  the  motion  of  the  water,  occafioned  by  high  winds  ;  and  it 
is  very  remarkable,  that  the  ftone  of  Mofes  before  mentioned,  found  about  two  or 
three  leagues  from  the  fea,  which  burns  like  a  coal,  and  turns  only  to  a  white  ftone, 
and  not  to  aflies,  has  the  fame  fmell  when  burnt,  as  this  pitch  ;  fo  that  it  is  probable 
a  ilratum  of  this  ftone  under  the  Dead  Sea  is  one  part  of  the  matter  that  feeds  the 
fubterraneous  fires,  and  that  this  bitumen  boils  up  out  of  it.  As  to  the  fruits  of  Sodom, 
iair  without,  and  full  of  aflies  within,  I  faw  notliing  of  them  ;  though  from  the  teftinio- 
nies  we  have,  fomething  of  this  kind  has  been  produced  ;  but  I  imagine  they  may  be 
pomegranates,  which  having  a  tough  hard  rind,  and  being  left  on  the  trees  two  or  three 
years,  the  infide  maybe  dried  to  dull,  and  the  outfide  may  remain  fair.  It  has  been  faid  by 
all  authors,  and  is  the  common  opinion,  that  there  is  no  filhin  this  lake;  the  frefli-water  nfh 
of  the  river  Jordan  probably  would  not  live  in  it.  By  putting  fea-fifti  into  a  vafe  filled  with 
this  water,  it  might  be  tried  what  effeft  it  would  have  on  them.  Aiter  1  left  the  Holy 
Land,  it  was  pofitively  affirmed  to  me,  that  a  monk  had  feen  fifli  caught  in  this  water,  and 
poflibly  there  may  be  fifli  peculiar  to  the  lake,  for  which  this  water  may  not  be  too  fait ; 
and  as  feme  fea  lifh  will  live  in  frefh  water,  fo  there  may  be  others'  thr.t  v.tII  live  in  v/ater 
much  filler  than  the  fea  ;  but  this  is  a  faft  that  deferves  to  be  well  inquired  into. 

The  Jews  now  fay,  that  the  pillar  or  heap  of  fait  into  which  Lot's  wife  was  turned,  is  much 
further  fouth,  and  confeqaently ,  that  thofe  who  have  affirmed  that  it  has  been  feen  in  thefe 
parts,  muft  have  been  deceived  ;  they  fay  the  word  Nafib,  which  we  tranflate  a  pillar, 
properly  means  a  heap,  and  that  they  efteem  the  fait  of  this  heap  as  unwholefome  ;  fo 
diat  every  one  may  judge  in  relation  to  this  affair  as  he  tiiinks  fit.  As  I  defcended  the 
liill,  I  obferved  the  ftones  had  a  black  coat  about  half  an  inch  thick,  which  though  of 
the  fame  hardnefs  as  the  ftone,  yet  it  might  be  feparated  from  it.  There  is  a  fmall 
fountain,  which  runs  into  the  lake  at  this  place,  and  has  fuch  fliell-fifii  in  it,  as  are  at 
the  fountain  of  Elifha. 

The  air  about  this  lake  has  been  alfo  a  matter  of  fpeculation  ;  it  has  been  always 
thought  to  be  very  bad ;  and  Pliny  fays,  that  the  Effencs  inhabited  no  nearer  to  it  on 
the  weft,  than  the  air  would  permit  them  *.  The  Arabs  have  fuch  an  opinion  of  it, 
that  at  this  time,  when  the  air  was  le?.ft  jrenicious,  they  bound  their  handkerchiefs 
before  thtir  mouths,  and  drew  their  brtath  only  by  the  nofe,  v/hich  they  looked  on  to 
be  fafer ;  ajid  all  acknowledge,  that  the  air  is  much  worfe  in  fummer  llian  in  winter, 
;;j  may  be  naturally  concluded  ;  there  was  an  opinion  that  birds  attempting  to  fly  over 
Ji,  would  be  fuffocated  with  the  vapours  ;  this  certainly  it,  not  true  at  all  times,  if  at 
any  feafon ;  and  pofiibly  this  notion  may  have  its  rife,  on  its  having  been  obferved, 
thjt  at  fome  time  birds  flying  near  it  might  have  dropped  in.o  the  lake.  The  monks  are 
fo  ftrongly  poflefled  with  the  notion  of  the  bad  air,  ihat  they  told  me  feveral  perfons 
had  been  much  difordered,  and  fome  had  even  died  by  going  to  the  Dead  Sea,  efpecially 
in  tlie  fummer  time,  and  particularly  mentioned  a  Carmelite  that  died  about  a  year 
before,  fo.jn  after  he  iiad  been  at  this  fea,  and  would  liave  difluaded  me  from  going  to 
it.     It  is  pnbable  the  air  is  unwholfome,  though  poffibly  it  may  not  have  fuch  violent 

•  Ab  occidente  litora  Effeci  fugiunt,  ufque  qud  nccent.     Piin.Nat.Hift.  v,  15. 
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e.Tociis ;  but  when  I  was  felzed  two  days  after  with  an  extraordinary  difordw  in  iny 
Itomach,  attended  w  th  a  very  great  giddinefs  of  the  head,  of  which  I  ha.i  frequent 
returns,  and  did  not  perfeclly  recover  in  lefs  liian  three  weeks,  the  monks  would  piT- 
fuade  me,  that  my  indifpofition  was  occafioned  by  my  going  into  the  Dead  Sea. 

Chap.  X. —  Of  Bethlehem,   Tekoa,  the  Mount  of  Bethidia,  the  feakd  Fountain,  at: J 

of  the  Pools  and  Aquedu£l  of  Solomon. 

WE  returned  to  St.  Saba  froni  the  Dead  Sea,  and  fet  out  for  Bethlehem,  goir,  • 
about  a  n^ile  in  the  fame  way  we  came,  and  then  turning  to  the  left,  ^we  went  throufh  h 
cultivated  valley,  which  has  the  mountains  ol'Engaddi  on  each  fide  of  it ;  we  afterwards 
paiTed  by  what  th.cy  call  the  grot  of  Saul,  in  which  it  is  faid  David  cut  oif  h.is  fkirt  ; 
but  as  it  is  an  open  grotto,  and  not  very  large,  it  is  not  probable,  or  even  poffible,  that 
David  and  his  men  could  lie  concealed  in  it ;  for  which  reafon  I  rather  imagine  that  this 
happened  at  another  grotto,  which  I  fliall  have  occafion  to  mention  hereafter.  In  the 
evening  we  arrived  at  Bethlehem. 

There  are  two  roads  from  Jerufalem  to  Bethlehem  ;  that  which  is  ufed  at  prefcni 
is  the  (hortelt,  the  old  road  is  more  to  the  weft ;  the  only  remarkable  thin"-  Ihcwn  in 
the  latter,  is  the  place  where  the  bleifed  Virgin  refted  under  a  Terebinth  tree  with  the 
babe  Jefus ;  they  fay  that  the  tree  was  burnt,  and  now  there  is  an  Olive-tree  on  the 
fpot,  round  which  there  is  a  wall  built.  At  the  place  where  the  old  and  new  roads 
meet,  there  is  a  ciftern,  where  it  is  faid  the  throe  wife  men  faw  the  ftar  a  fecond  time, 
that  is,  where  they  obler.ved  that  it  ftood  ftill  over  where  the  young  child  was.  'I'o 
the  left  is  a  pleafant  field,  which  has  two  pools  in  it,  and  a  court  cut  out  in  the  rock, 
with  a  grotto  which  feems  to  have  been  a  burial-place  ;  and  it  is  probable  that  there  was 
fome  large  building  on  this  fpot.  A  little  further  on  the  right  is  the  place  or  houfe  of 
Habakkuk,  from  which,  it  is  l^iid,  he  was  carried  by  the  angel  to  Babylon  ;  and  to 
the  left  beyond  this,  about  half  way  to  Bethlehem,  at  the  eaftern  foot  of  a  little 
height,  is  the  convent  of  Elias,  where  there  is  little  remaining  except  the  church,  in 
which  there  are  fome  paintings  relating  to  the  hiitory  of  Elias  and  Elilha  :  the  buildini; 
is  ruftic  ;  the  fituation  is  very  fine,  commanding  a  view  both  of  Bethlehem  and  Jeru- 
falem ;  near  the  entrance  of  the  convent  is  a  print  on  the  rock,  fomcthing  like  a  human 
fhape,  which,  it  is  faid,  is  the  impreflion  of  Elias's  body.  We  came  to  a  place  whero 
there  are  fome  figns  of  the  foundation  of  a  houfe,  and  near  it  there  are  caves  and 
cifterns,  which,  they  fay,  was  the  houfe  of  Jacob,  where  Rachel  died.  Some,  though 
probably  without  ioiindation,  think  that  this  was  Rama  ;  and  others,  with  as  little 
reafon,  that  it  was  the  houle  of  Ileli,  the  father  of  Jofcph,  who  was  the  huft^and  of 
the  blelfed  virgin.  A  little  further  on  the  right  we  t^me  to  the  fcpulchre  of  Rachel"  ; 
it  is  a  dome,  Supported  by  arches,  which  have  been  lately  filled  up  to  hinder  the  Jews 
from  going  into  it ;  the  Turks  are  fond  of  being  buried  near  it,  which  has  raifcil  the 
ground  ;  and  if  the  twelve  flones  which  were  ereOcd  over  her  c;rave,  have  been  feen 
here,  and  this  is  really  the  place  of  her  intermcn^,  the  grountl  is  rifen  above  them.  On 
the  left,  a  little  out  of  the  road,  is  what  they  call  the  field  fif  peafe,  in  whick  there 
are  a  great  number  of  finall  round  pebbles,  which  have  a  coat  of  a  (lony  i'ubilancc 
without,  and  are  a  fine  white  alaballer  within  ;  concerning  which  they  have  a  legend, 
that  the  Virgin  afking  for  peafe,  and  being  anfwered,  that  what  (he  took  for  peafe  were 
only  ftones,  it  is  faid  the  peafe  were  immediately  turned  into  (lone. 

•  Gen.  XXXV.  19. 
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Bethlehem,  the  ancient  Ephrath  or  Ephrata,  is  fituated  on  a  rlfing  ground,  and  Is 
coinputcd  to  be  fix  miles  from  Jcrufalem,  though  I  think  it  is  not  fo  much.  It  was 
the  town  of  David,  but  is  more  famous  for  the  birth  of  our  Saviour.  The  ftable  in 
Avhich  he  was  born  is  a  grotto  cut  out  of  the  rock,  according  to  the  eaftern  cuftom.  It 
is  faid  the  emperor  Iladrian  inflituted  fome  rites  here  to  Adonis  •.  But  the  cniprefs 
Helena  built  a  line  church  over  it,  which  remains  to  this  time,  and  it  was  much  adorned 
by  Conftantine  the  great.  It  is  a  fine  church,  and  the  infide  of  it  is  adorned  with  IMofaic 
work ;  it  formerly  belonged  to  the  Greeks,  but  the  Latins  obtained  it  from  the  Grand 
Signor,  by  means  of  the  French  ambaffador,  on  the  birth  of  the  prefent  Dauphin,  and 
they  keep  pofleflion  of  the  grottos  below  and  of  the  high  altar ;  the  Greeks  may  cele- 
brate at  the  altars  on  each  fide,  which  is  a  privilege  they  will  not  now  make  ufe  of;  the 
eafl:  end  of  the  church  is  feparated  from  the  rell  by  a  partition. 

The  Latins,  Armenians,  and  Greeks,  have  convents  about  the  church  ;  the  firfl:  are 
governed  by  a  guardian,  who  continues  there  only  for  three  months  ;  and  the  French, 
Spaniards,  and  Italians,  equally  fliare  in  this  office :  they  have  under  them  about  ten 
monks  ;  one  of  them  has  the  care  of  the  parifli,  and  another,  of  a  fchool  in  the  convent ; 
for  there  are  many  Chriltians  here  :  they  live  by  making  not  only  croffes  and  beads  of 
wood,  inlaid  with  mother  of  pearl,  but  alfo  models  of  the  church  of  the  holy  fepul- 
chre,  and  of  the  feveral  fanftuaries  in  and  about  Jerufalem.  It  is  remarkable,  that 
the  Chriftians  at  Jerufalem,  Bethlehem,  St.  John's,  and  Nazareth,  are  worfe  than  any 
other  Chriftians.  I  ^\as  informed,  that  the  women  of  Bethlehem  are  very  good  ; 
whereas  thofe  at  Jerufalem  are  worfe  than  the  men,  who  are  generally  better  there  than 
at  the  other  places.  This  may  be  occafioned  by  the  great  converfe  which  the  women 
have  there  with  thofe  of  their  own  fex,  who  go  thither  as  pilgrims ;  and,  I  will  not; 
venture  to  fay,  whether  too  great  a  familiarity  with  thofe  places,  in  which  the  facred 
inyfteries  of  our  redemption  were  acted,  may  not  be  a  caufe  to  take  oft"  from  the  reve- 
rence and  awe  which  they  fliould  have  for  them,  and  leffen  the  influence  they  ought  to 
have  on  their  conduct. 

On  the  fifth,  I  went  to  fee  the  places  about  Bethlehem  ;  and  firfl:  I  vifited  the  grot 
where,  they  fay,  the  virgin  Mary  and  Jefus  were  concealed  by  Jofeph,  when  they  were 
going  into  Egypt ;  it  is  faid,  the  red  earth  of  it  put  in  water  becomes  white,  and  is 
good  for  the  milk  both  of  women  and  cattle ;  there  \vas  a  chapel  over  it  dedicated  to 
St.  Nicolas.  We  faw  alfo  the  foundation  of  a  houfe,  where  it  is  faid,  Jofeph  was  warned 
in  a  dream  to  fly  into  Egypt.  They  fhew  likewife  the  village  of  the  fhepherds,  where 
there  are  many  grottos  which  at  this  time  ferve  for  the  retreat  of  cattle  during  the 
winter  nights,  and  where  the  fliepherds  and  their  fiimilies  live  at  that  feafon,  to  take 
care  of  them.  There  is  a  fountain,  the  bafin  of  which,  with  a  trough  near  it,  are  cut 
out  of  the  rock ;  they  fay,  that  the  virgin  Mary  being  denied  water  here,  was  miracu- 
loufly  fupplied  with  it.  This  poffibly  might  be  the  fountain,  or  well,  from  which  the 
three  men  drew  water,  and  brought  to  David  when  he  was  thirfty  and  longed  for  it, 
at  the  time  that  he  was  in  war  with  the  Philifl;ines,  though  he  would  not  drink  of  it,  as 
it  was  procured  him  with  the  rifk  of  their  lives  f :  but  they  relate  this  piece  of  hiftory 
of  ^  a  water  about  a  mile  to  the  fouth-wefl:  of  Bethldiem.  Near  this  is  the  field  where, 
it  is  faid,  the  Ihepherds  were  keepmg  their  flocks  by  night  when  they  received  the 
tidings  of  the  birth  of  Chrifl;  ;  there  are  great  ruins  of  a  church  there.  The  tower- 
of  Edar,  as  fome  fay,  was  near  this  place,  where  Jacob  fed  his  flock  after  his  return 
from  Mefopotamia,  and  where  Reuben  defiled  his  father's  concubine  |  ;  and  a  fmali 

♦  Hieron.  Eplft.  19.  aJ  Paulinura.  f   1  Chron,  xi,  i  7,  18.     2  Sam.xxiii.  J  C,  16,  in. 

X  Ceil,  axxv.  21. 
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hill  about  half  a  mile  to  the  fouth-eaft,  fcemed  to  anfwer  the  defcription  fome  perfons 
have  given  of  the  fituation  of  it.  They  Ihew  alfo  the  place  where  St.  Paula  built  a  nun- 
nery, and,  if  I  miftake  not,  they  fay  ihe  died  there. 

In  Bethlehem  I  took  particular  notice  of  their  ovens,  which  are  funk  down  in  the 
ground,  and  have  an  arch  turned  over  them  ;  there  is  a  defcent  of  fome  fteps  to  the 
door  by  which  thcv  enter  into  them  ;  in  the  middle  is  a  pyramid  of  hot  afhes,  which 
they  bring  frequently  from  their  houfes,  and  lay  them  on  a  large  earthen  jar  that  is 
covered,  and  is  half  full  of  fmall  ftones,  which  I  fuppofe  are  heated  red  hot  ;  once  a 
week  they  take  away  all  the  afhes,  and  bring  others,  which  in  fome  meafure  keep  in 
the  heat,  being  often  changed  ;  when  they  would  bake  their  cakes,  they  move  the  afhes 
from  the  top,  take  off  the  lid,  and  lay  the  bread  on  the  ftones,  and  putting  it  on  again, 
cover  the  top  with  allies  :  a  very  warm  fituation  for  a  pilgrim,  who,  being  taken  by 
the  Arabs,  (as  I  was  informed)  was  kept  prifoncr  in  one  ot  thefe  ovens. 

On  the  ninth,  we  fet  out  early  in  the  morning  with  the  fliieks  of  Bethlehem  and 
Bethulia,  and  two  of  their  men  on  horfeback,  with  two  on  foot,  in  order  to  go  to 
Tekoa,  and  fome  other  places  ;  we  went  down  the  hill  to  the  fouth,  turning  foon  to 
the  weft,  and  then  to  the  fouth  again,  in  which  road  we  went  three  miles  ;  after  that 
a  mile  to  the  eaft,  and  afcended  the  hills  to  Tekoa  for  near  two  miles :  this  city  was 
built  by  Rehoboam  •,  and  the  prophet  Amos  was  a  herdfman  of  this  place  f.  There  are 
confiderable  ruins  on  the  top  of  the  hill,  which  is  about  half  a  mile  long,  and  a  fur- 
long broad  ;  at  the  north-eaft  corner  there  are  remains  of  a  large  caftle,  which  fome  call  a 
church  ;  but  that  feems  to  have  been  about  the  middle  of  the  hill ;  in  it  there  is  a  deep 
octagon  font  of  red  and  white  marble  ;  I  f\w  alfo  in  feveral  parts,  pieces  of  broken  pillars, 
and  bafes  of  the  fame  kind  of  marble.  From  this  place  I  had  a  view  of  the  Dead  Sea  to  the 
fouth  eaft,  of  Bethlehem  to  the  north  weft,  and  what  the  monks  call  the  Mount  of  Be- 
thulia, to  the  weft  north  weft  ;  there  is  a  fine  plain  on  the  top  of  the  low  hills  to  the  north 
and  eaft,  and  a  deep  valley  to  the  fouth  ;  a  little  below  the  top  of  this  hill,  towards 
the  north-weft  comer  of  it,  is  a  grotto,  in  which  there  is  a  fountain  that  never  fails. 
Going  about  a  mile  to  another  fummit  at  the  fouth  end  of  this  hill,  we  faw  the  ruins 
of  a  large  church,  dedicated  to  St.  Pantaleone.  We  left  this  to  the  right,  and  went 
along  the  top  of  another  hill  to  the  eaft  of  Tekoa  ;  and  dcfcending  into  a  valley  to  the 
north  weft,  travelled  eaftward  to  a  ruined  caftle  called  Crcightoun,  fituated  on  the 
fide  of  a  fteep  hill,  over  a  valley  of  that  name,  which  runs  north  and  fouth  ;  the 
caftle  is  above  half  way  up  the  hill,  and  near  it  is  a  li;ie  ciftern  cut  into  the  rock, 
after  the  manner  of  the  vaults  of  Aceldama.  We  ftaid  at  this  caftle,  and  the  Arabs 
killed  a  lamb,  and  boiled  it  in  four  milk  and  w-ater,  which  feemed  to  be  fome  remains 
of  the  ancient  |  cuftom  of  feething  in  milk  ;  they  made  alfo  a  foup  of  rice,  and  roaftcJ 
part  of  the  meat  in  fniall  pieces  on  wooden  fpits. 

A  little  beyond  this  place  the  valley  runs  eaft  and  weft  ;  and  on  the  j-ight  hand  there 
is  a  very  large  grotto,  which  the  Franks  call  a  Labyrinth,  and  the  Arabs  Elmaama, 
(a  hiding  place)  ;  tlie  high  rocks  on  the  fide  of  the  valley  are  almoft  perpendicular,  and 
the  way  to  the  grotto  is  by  a  terrace  formed  in  the  rock,  wliich,  either  by  art  or  nature, 
is  very  narrow  ;  there  are  two  entrances  into  it ;  we  went  in  by  the  furtheft,  which 
leads  by  a  narrow  paffage  into  a  very  large  grotto,  the  rock  being  fupporttd  by  great 
natural  pillars  ;  the  top  of  it  rifes  in  feveral  parts  like  domes  ;  the  grotto  is  perfedtly 
dry,  and  there  arc  no  petrifadions  or  ftalaclites  in  it  :  we  then  went  along  a  very 
narrow  pallage  for  a  confiderable  way,  but  did  not  find  the  end.  There  is  a  tradition, 
that  the  people  of  the  country,  to  the  number  of  thirty  thoufand,  retired  into  this 
grotto  to  avoid  a  bad  air,  which  probably  might  have  been  the  hot  winds,  that  are  fomc-- 

*  a  Chion.  xi.  6.  ■\  Araos  i.  i.  4   Exod.xxiii,  19.    xxxiv.  26.    Dent.  .rir.  ii. 
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times  very  frital  in  thcfc  countries.  This  place  is  fo  (Ironj,  that  one  would  imagine  it 
to  be  one  of  the  Urong  holds  at  Engaddi,  to  which  David  with  his  men  fled  from  Saui, 
and  polllbly  it  nip\-  be  that  very  cave  in  which  he  cut  oft'  Saul's  fkirt ;  for  David  and 
his  men  might,  with  great  eafe,  lie  hid  there,  and  not  be  feen  by  him  *.  Beyond  this 
cave  there  is  a  fpring  of  water  that  drops  from  (he  rocks. 

We  returned  about  two  miles  in  the  fame  way,  and  crofling  the  valley,  we  went 
along  a  plain  ground,  to  the  foot  of  what  they  call  the  Mountain  of  the  Franks,  or 
of  Bethuiia,  from  a  village  of  that  name  near  it,  though  no  fuch  place  is  mentioned 
by  ancient  authors  in  this  part  of  Palelline ;  it  feems  belt  to  agree  with  the  fituation  of 
Bethhaccerem,  mentioned  by  Jeremiah  as  a  proper  place  for  a  beacon,  when  the  chil- 
dren of  Benjamin  were  to  found  the  trumpet  in  Tekoa  f-  There  is  a  tradition,  that 
the  knights  of  Jerufalem,  during  the  holy  war,  held  this  place  forty  years  after  Jeru- 
falem  was  taken,  wliich  was  the  reafon  of  its  being  called  the  INIountain  of  the  Franks; 
and  it  is  probable,  that  they  might  have  kept  this  place  fome  time  after  they  loft  Jeru- 
lalem,  as  it  was  a  fortrefs  very  ftrong  by  nature ;  but  the  garrifon  confifling  only  of 
forty  men,  as  they  died  off  the  reft  mull  have  been  obliged  to  furrender,  fuppofing 
thi^]  tradition  is  true.  It  is  a  llngle  hill,  and  very  high,  and  the  top  of  it  appears  like 
a  large  mount  farmed  by  art.  The  hill  is  laid  out  in  terraces,  the  firft  rifmg  about  ten 
yards  above  the  foot  of  the  hill,  above  this  the  hill  is  very  fteep  ;  and  on  one  fide  there 
is  a  genile  afcent  made  by  art,  as  reprefented  in  the  view  of  it ;  and  as  the  hill  was 
not  fo  Iteep  to  the  fouth,  they  cut  a  deep  fofle  on  that  fide,  to  add  a  greater  ftrength 
to  it ;  the  foot  of  the  hill  was  encompafl'ed  with  a  wall.  There  was  a  double  circular 
fortification  at  top,  tlie  inner  wall  was  defended  by  one  round  tower,  and  three  femi- 
circular  ones  at  equal  diftances,  the  firft  being  to  the  eaft.  At  the  foot  of  the  hill  to  the 
north  there  are  great  ruins  of  a  church,  and  other  buildings.  On  a  hanging  ground 
to  the  weft  of  them  there  is  a  ciftcrn,  and  the  balin  of  a  fquare  pond,  w  hich  appears 
to  have  had  an  ifland  in  the  middle  of  it,  and  probably  there  w"as  fome  building  on  it. 
Thefe  improvements  were  alfo  encompafl'ed  w  ith  a  double  wall,  and  they  fay,  that  there 
are  remains  of  two  aqueducls  to  it,  one  from  the  fealed  fountain  of  Solomon,  and 
another  from  the  hills  fouth  of  that  fountain.  From  the  top  of  this  hill  I  was  Ihewn 
a  plain  to  the  foutli  fouth  eaft  towards  the  Dead  Sea,  where  they  have  a  tradition,  that 
the  garden  of  ball'am  trees  was  fituated.     From  this  place  we  retuincd  to  Bethlehem. 

Wefpent  asother  day  in  feeing  the  pools  of  Solomon.  Defcending  the  hill  of  Beth- 
lehem to  the  fouth,  we  pafl"ed  over  a  narrow  valley,  which  extends  but  a  little  way  ; 
we  aiccnded  the  hills ;  on  the  fides  of  which  there  is  an  aqueducl,  which  conveys  the 
water  irom  the  fealed  fountain  to  Jerufalem  :  it  here  winds  round  the  fides  of  thefe 
hIKs,  and  afterwards  it  is  carried  through  the  plain  to  Jerufalem,  on  a  level  with  the 
furface  of  the  ground.  We  croflTed  the  aqueduct,  and  leaving  it  to  the  left,  went 
along  the  road  which  is  made  like  a  terrace,  and  came  to  the  ruins  of  a  village  on  the 
fide  ot  the  hill,  below  the  aqueduct,  which  they  call  the  Village  of  Solomon,  and  of 
the  fealed  fountain,  becaufe  they  have  fome  tradition,  that  Solomon's  houfe  and  gardens 
\verc  there ;  but  it  is  a  very  bad  fituation,  and  there  is  no  profpeft  from  it,  but  of  the 
difmal  hilh  on  the  other  fide ;  though  in  the  valley  beneath  there  is  a  fine  fpot  of 
ground  watered  by  two  fprings  that  rife  in  it.  A  little  beyond  this  place  we  came  to 
the  pools  of  Solomon,  as  they  are  commonly  called  ;  for  there  is  a  tradition,  that  they 
were  made  by  him,  as  well  as  the  aqueducl,  which  feems  to  he  confirmed  by  a  pafl'age 
of  Jofephus,  who  fays,  that  there  were  very  pleafant  gardens  abounding  with  water 
at  Etham,  about  fii'ty  furlongs,  or   fix  miles  and  a  quarter  from  Jerufidem,  to  which 

I  Sam  XXIV.  I.    ,         j.  It  agrees befl  with  the  fituation  of  this  city,  on   confidering  what  St.Jerom 
iijs  on  this  paflage  of  Jeremiah  vi.   t. 
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Solomon  ufed  frequently  to  jro  *.  So  that  the  height  over  it  has  been  thought  to  be 
Etam  of  the  fcripture,  to  which  Sampfon  retired  after  he  had  burnt  the  corn  of  the 
Philiftines  f;  and  it  is  the  more  probable,  as  it  isfaid,  that  Rehoboam  built  Bethlehem, 
Etam,  and  Tekoa,  this  being  in  the  neighbourhood  of  both  thefe  places  ;  and  it  is 
thought  that  thefe  fountains,  waters,  and  gardens  are  meant,  where  it  is  fiiid,  "  So- 
<•  lomon  made  him  gardens  and  orchards,  and  pools  of  water|  ;"  and  that  he  feems  to 
refer  to  them  when  he  compares  his  fpoufe  "  to  a  garden  enclofed,  to  a  fpring  flnit  up, 
"  and  a  fountain  fealed  §."  The  Talmudifls  ||  alfo  mention,  that  the  waters  were 
brought  by  Solomon  to  Jerufalem,  from  the  fountain  of  Epham  ;  fo  that  it  is  very  pro- 
bable that  thefe  are  the  works  of  Solomon,  as  well  as  the  aqueduct,  though  no  exprefs 
mention  is  made  of  it  by  any  author,  fo  as  pofitively  to  fix  it  to  this  place.  This  aque- 
duft  could  be  of  no  fervice  to  Jerufalem  in  time  of  war,  as  the  enemy  would  always 
cut  off  the  communication  ;  which  made  the  ciflerns  under  their  houfes,  and  the  foun- 
tain of  Siioe,  fo  neceflary  to  them. 

Beyond  thefe  pools  there  is  fo  gentle  an  afcent  to  the  north  weft  for  about  a  quarter 
of  a  mile,  that  it  appears  like  a  plain  ;  and,  on  a  level  with  it  to  the  north,  is  a  VLile, 
which  has  high  hills  on  each  fide,  and  in  it  is  the  Greek  convent  of  St.  George,  about  a. 
mile  diftant  to  the  north.  The  hill  to  the  weft  oi  it  is  fteep  in  fome  parts,  but  is  laid 
out  in  terraces,  which  are  very  broad  towards  the  top.  The  fummit  of  it  commands  a 
very  fine  view  of  the  pools,  Bethlehem,  and  all  the  country  round  ;  and  this  feems 
to  be  a  fituation  for  a  houfe  of  pleafure,  worthy  of  the  tafte  of  Solomon ;  and  it  is 
probable,  that  there  were  hanging  gardens  on  the  fide  of  the  hill ;  as  the  enclofed 
garden  might  be  in  the  vale  to  the  north  weft,  which  is  not  only  bounded  by  moun- 
tains on  each  fide,  but  is  alfo  terminated  by  a  hill  to  the  nortli  weft,  fo  as  to  anfwer 
this  defcription  exceedingly  well. 

The  aqueduiSt  is  built  on  a  foundation  of  ftone  ;  the  water  runs  in  round  earthen 
pipes  about  ten  inches  diameter,  which  are  cafed  with  two  ftones  hewn  out  fo  as  to  fit 
them,  and  they  are  covered  over  with  rough  ftones  well  cemented  together  ;  and  the 
whole  is  fo  funk  into  the  groimd  on  the  fide  of  the  hills,  that  in  many  places  nothing 
is  to  be  feen  of  it.  I  returned  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  vale,  and  obferved,  that  there 
were  pine  trees  on  the  mountains,  which  on  that  fide  abound  very  much  in  wood,  f 
croflcd  the  ruined  village  of  Solomon,  and  returned  to  Bethlehem.  The  pilgrims  for- 
merly ufed  to  go  to  Hebron,  but  fome  Chriftians  having,  as  they  fay,  killed  a  Maho- 
metan there,  they  hr.ve  not  ventured  to  go  fince  that  time,  though  I  have  been  in- 
formed that  ilie  Jews  vifit  thofe  parts. 

Chap.  XT.  —  Of  the  fountain   of  Philip^  the  convent  and  dtfert  sf  St.  John,  and   the 

convent  of  the  Holy  Crofs. 

ON  tlie  tenth,  we  fet  out  for  the  tlefert  of  St.  John,  which  is  computed  to  be  about 
fix  miltr.  north  nortii  weft  from  Bethlehem.  We  went  out  of  the  town  to  the  weft, 
and  turning  northwards  came  into  a  vale,  which  the  monks  call  the  valley  of  Re[)haim, 
and  f  y,  thatit  was  here  the  angel  of  the  Lord  finote  the  army  of  Sennaclierib  ^J  ;  but  as 
Jofephus  ••  gives  an  account,  that  he  loft  part  of  his  army  on  the  ilrft  night  of  the 
fiiM';e  of  Jerufalem,  by  a  peftilence  that  was  fent  among  them,  it  is  more  probable,  that 
this  happened  in  the  valley  of  Rephaim,  which  is  on  the  weft  fide  of  Jeiulalem. 

*  Jofeph,  Aniiq.  viii.   7.  t   JuJgo?,  xv,  S.  %    Ecclef.  ii.   5,  6.  §  C.mtic.  iv.   i:, 

U   Sic  RcLiiiJi  lalxllina  illiidrata,  1,  I.  c.  46.  ^  2  Kings,   xix.  35.  »»  Jtfei)h.  Aiuiq.  xi. 
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On  the  hills  to  the  wed,  we  faw  Bottefliall,  a  villap;e  of  Greeks,  where  tlitiv  have  a 
church  dedicated  to  Sr.  Nicolas  ;  the  Chriftians  woulfl  have  propagated  a  notion,  that 
no  Maliometan  could  live  there,  bur,  fome  years  ago,  three  or  four  of  the  inhabitants 
became  converts  to  the  Malioinctan  religion,  and  yet  continued  in  that  village.  They 
talk  of  the  red  foil  of  this  vale,  as  if  it  had  fome  extraordinary  virtue  in  it.  After 
liaving  travelled  about  two  miles,  we  pafled  by  the  fountain  of  the  blelFed  virgin,  to  the 
right,  which  is  fo  called  by  the  Greeks,  becaufe  they  fay,  (he  drank  of  it,  but  the  Latins 
pay  no  devotion  to  this  place.  On  the  oppofite  hills,  there  are  luch  cavities  in  the  fKie 
of.the  rocks,  as  have  given  occafion  to  the  people  to  fay,  that  the  marble  pillars  of  the 
church  of  Bethlehem  were  taken  from  this  place  ;  but  it  feems  rather  to  be  a  foft  (tone, 
that  has  been  worn  by  the  weather  ;  nor  are  pillars  ufually  hewn  out  in  that  manner. 

We  went  a  mile  further,  and  turned  to  the  left,  into  the  vale  of  Eflicol,  as  they  call 
It,  becaufe  tliey  fay,  it  is  the  place,  to  which  the  fpics  came,  that  were  fent  by  Mofes  to 
fearch  out  the  lantl  *;  who  went  to  Hebron,  and  canie  to  the  brook  of  Eflicol ;  at  the 
end  of  this  vale  to  the  right,  there  is  a  gentle  afcent,  which  they  lay,  is  the  very  fpot  of 
the  vineyard,  where  they  gathered  the  bunch  of  grapes.  On  the  left  fide  of  the  vallcv, 
about  half  a  mile  further  to  the  wefl,  is,  what  they  call,  the  fountain  of  St.  Philip,  where, 
they  fay,  he  baptifed  the  eunuch  ;  and  though  this  way  does  not  feem  to  be  pafl'able  for 
wheel  carriages,  yet  there  is  a  very  good  road  on  the  other  fide  of  the  valley  ;  the 
water  falls  down  the  fide  of  the  hill  about  feven  feet  ;  the  fountain  is  arched  over,  and 
adorned  with  two  Corinthian  pilafl:ers,  fuppofed  to  be  the  work  of  St.  Helena,  as  well 
as  a  ruinous  church  over  it,  of  which  there  are  now  very  little  remains  to  be  feen.  The 
village  of  St.  Philip,  as  it  is  called  by  the  Chrirtians,  is  near  this,  and  is  called  Elwalige 
by  the  Arabs.  On  the  left  is  Betur,  probably  the  antient  Bethfur  ;  and  to  the  north 
wefl:  is  a  village  called  Chabou.  We  afcended  a  hill  to  the  north,  where  I  obferved 
three  fmall  barrows,  which  might  be  thrown  up  in  memory  of  fome  extraordinary 
event ;  we  went  a  little  way  on  the  hill,  defcended  to  the  weft,  and  turning  north,  we 
travelled  near  a  mile  to  the  convent  of  St.  John,  belonging  to  the  Latins. 

The  convent  of  St.  John  is  fituated  on  a  k^iw  hill,  among  the  mountains,  and  is 
governed  by  a  guardian  ;  there  are  about  fourteen  monks  in  it ;  they  fay  the  church  is 
built  on  the  fpot  where  Zachariah's  houfe  flood,  in  which  St.  John  the  Baptifl:  was 
born  ;  the  altar  of  it  is  finely  adorned  with  reliefs.  We  went  to  vifit  the  remarkable 
places  in  the  defert,  which  chiefly  confiflis  of  high  hills,  that  enclofe  deep  and  narrow 
valleys  ;  our  courfe  was  fouthward  along  the  valley,  for  half  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  to  the 
fountain  of  the  blelTed  virgin,  of  which  it  is  faid,  flie  drank  during  the  three  months 
fhe  flayed  here.  We  then  went  up  the  fide  of  a  hill  at  the  end  of  the  valley,  and  having 
alccnded  a  litde  way,  came  to  the  church,  which  is  faid  to  be  on  the  fpot  where  the 
country  houfe  of  Zachariah  flood  ;  for  the  other  before  mentioned  was  his  houfe  in  the 
town.  Here,  they  fay,  the  bleflfed  virgin  lived  three  months,  and  the  flairs  are  fhewn, 
on  which,  they  have  a  tradition,  that  Elizabeth  met  her  ;  they  led  to  a  grot,  which 
they  fay,  was  their  habitadon  at  that  time.  We  then  turned  to  the  wefl.,  and  went 
along  the  fide  of  a  hill,  having  a  valley  to  the  right,  and  faw  a  fl;one,  on  which  it  is  faid 
St.  John  preached.  We  went  about  a  mile  further  to  the  grot  of  St.  John,  to  which, 
they  fay,  EUzabeth  fled  with  him,  on  the  cruel  decree  of  Herod  to  dellroy  the  young 
children ;  it  is  faid,  flie  died  when  he  was  three  years  old,  and  that  he  continued  in  this 
grot,  until  he  was  thirty  years  of  age,  when  he  went  into  the  defert  near  Jordan,  to 
preach  and  bapdze.     We  went  higher  up  the  hill,  a  little  further  to  the  wefl:,  and  came 
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to  a  large  grotto,  which  they  call  the  fepulchrc  of  EliTiabeth.  On  the  liill,  oppofite  to 
the  grotto  of  St.  John,  there  is  a  village,  which,  if  I  miflake  not,  they  call  the  village 
of  St.  Johr,  or  of  the  defert  ;  and  to  the  rorth  well,  is  a  village  on  a  high  hill,  called 
Zuba,  which,  feme  fay  was  Modin,  where  the  Maccabees  were  born  and  interred ;  but 
they  feem  to  be  miftaken,  as  that  place  was  in  the  tribe  of  Dan. 

In  this  defert  there  are  many  caroub  trees,  which  bear  a  fruit  like  a  bean,  but  it  is 
flatter,  and  has  fniall  feeds  in  it  ;  they  eat  the  Ihell  of  it,  when  it  is  dry,  which  is  very 
agreeable  :  it  is  fuppofcd,  that  this  is  the  locufl  on  which  St.  John  fed,  and  not  the  caflia 
lillula,  which  has  been  Ihewn  for  it,  and  does  not  grow  in  this  country.  There  are, 
however,  fome,  who  are  of  opinion,  that  the  locufts  he  fed  on,  were  thofe  infefts  pre- 
ferved  with  fait,  as,  they  fay,  the  Arabs  eat  them  in  fome  parts  at  this  time ;  and 
confirm  their  opinion  by  the  Arabic's  tranflation  of  this  pafiage :  though  there  might  be 
a  tree'of  that  name. 

On  the  eleventh,  we  fet  out  to  return  to  Jerufalem,  under  the  conduft  of  three 
Arabs,  and  vifited  fome  places  which  are  out  of  the  road.  We  went  a  mile  to  the 
foot  of  the  hill  of  the  Maccabees,  as  thoy  call  it,  which  is  to  the  north  weft  ;  they  have 
fome  tradition,  but  I  know  not  on  what  foundation,  that  the  Maccabees  lied  to  this 
hill,  in  time  of  war,  and  defended  themfelves  on  it.  We  went  up  the  hill,  faw  many 
openings  to  grottos,  and  in  one  part,  a  ciftern  and  ten  arched  rooms  ;  we  defcended  to 
what  they  call  the  fountain  of  Mecca,  over  which  there  is  a  fepulchral  cave  ;  we  went 
round  the  hill  of  Mecca  into  the  valley  which  they  call  the  valley  of  Terebinths,  and,  they 
fay,  it  is  the  vale  of  Elah,  in  which  David  flew  Goliah;  but  as  that  was  between  Shochoh 
and  Azekah  *,  much  further  well,  they  mud  be  miftaken  in  placing  it  here.  There  is 
a  village  called  Coloni,  on  the  fide  of  the  hill  to  the  weft ;  we  then  went  up  the  hills  to  the 
caft,  on  the  fide  of  which,  without  any  manner  of  foundation,  they  pretend  to  fhew  the 
place  where  Balaam's  afs  fpoke ;  we  defcended  the  iiill  the  fame  way  we  came  up,  and 
going  round  another  hill,  between  it  and  the  hill  of  the  Maccabees,  we  turned  eaitwarJ 
into  the  little  valley  of  Deriafy,  fo  called  from  a  ruined  convent  over  it ;  at  the  end'  of 
this  >-ale  we  alcended  the  hills,  and  came  into  a  very  rough  country,  and  going  fouth 
oaft  near  two  miles,  we  came  to  the  convent  of  the  holy  crofs,  belonging  to  the  Greeks  ; 
they  have  a  fine  old  church,  in  which  they  lliew  the  hole,  where  they  fay  the  willow- 
tree  grew,  of  which  the  crofs  was  made.  Here  our  Arabs  demanded  more  money  of  ur, 
but  We  did  not  think  fit  to  grant  their  rcqueft,  and  left  both  them  and  their  afles  ;  how- 
ever,  they  followed  us,  but  we  took  care  not  to  join  them  any  more,  and  c;uT\e  home 
near  the  tower  of  Simeon,  which  is  to  the  north  of  the  old  road  to  Bethlehem  ; 
it  is  faid  to  be  the  houfe  of  that  pious  man,  who  took  our  Saviour  up  in  his  arms,  and 
defired  to  depart  in  peace  out  of  tiiis  world,  fince  his  eyes  had  been  bleffed  with  a  fight  of 
the  falvation  of  God  ;  but  we  did  not  go  to  it,  becaufe  we  faw  fome  people  there  with- 
arms  ;  however,  I  viewed  it  another  day,  and  ibund  it  to  have  been  a  ftrong  built 
tower,  though  now  in  ruins  ;  I  faw  an  infcription  on  it,  which  feemed  to  be  in  the 
Armenian  language,  and  it  might  have  been  a  convent  belonging  to  the  people  of  that 
profefTion,  who  probably  built  this  tower  for  their  defence  againlt  the  Arabs. 

Chat.  XII.  —  Of  the  fepulchres  of  the  judges,  of  Ramalhaim-Zofpbimy  Emmaus,  and  the 

places  between  ferufa/em  and  Joppa. 

ON  the  fifteenth,  I  fet  out  for  Emmaus,  with  two  fervants,  and  the  monk  who 
ufually  attends  pilgrims.  We  went  out  of  the  gate  of  Bethlehem,  ;md  going  to  the 
iaorth  almoft  as  iar  as  the  hill  of  Soap-aflies,  we  then  turned  to  the  weft,  and  came  into 
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the  vale  of  Crouin.  We  travelled  near  two  miles  In  this  valley,  through  pleafant  fields 
and  gardens,  planted  with  olive,  fig,  apricot,  and  almond  trees ;  it  is  the  pleafanteft 
fpot  about  Jerufalem,  and  the  Jews  frequently  come  out  here  on  the  fabbath  to  divert 
tliemfelves. 

We  came  to  a  great  number  of  fL'pulchral  grots,  called  the  Sepulchres  of  the  Judges, 
probably  becaufe  they  were  the  burial  places  of  tlic  chief  perfons  of  the  city  ;  the 
entrance  to  them  is  commonly  from  a  court  cut  down  into  the  rock,  and  I 
imagine,  that  the  principal  men  of  the  city  had  their  country  houfes  here ;  there  were 
probably  terraces  before  the  houles,  over  thefe  courts  ;  for  it  was  the  cuflom  to  have 
their  bodies  dcpofited  under  the  houfes,  as  Samuel  was  buried  in  his  own  houfe  at 
Rama.  Thefe  fepulchres  are  much  like  thofc  of  the  kings  already  defcribed,  and  not 
much  inferior  to  them  in  beauty,  though  none  of  them  confifl:  of  more  than  two  or 
three  rooms ;  fome  of  the  entrances  are  adorned  with  pediments  and  entablatures  cut 
out  of  the  rock.  I  obferved  in  one,  the  manner  how  they  worked  out  the  ftone  in 
large  pieces,  like  rougii  pillars,  fo  as  to  ferve  for  building ;  I  alfo  faw  fome 
cifterns  cut  in  the  rock.  There  were  three  ufes  for  grottos ;  for  they  ferved  either  for 
fepulchres,  cifterns,  or  as  a  retreat  for  herdfmen,  and  their  cattle  in  bad  weather,  and 
efpecially  in  the  winter  nights  ;  this  may  account  for  the  great  number  of  grottos  all 
over  the  Holy  Land,  in  which,  at  this  time  many  families  live  in  winter,  and  drive  their 
cattle  into  them  by  night,  as  a  fence  both  againft  the  weather  and  wild  beafts.  At 
the  end  of  this  vale  we  defcended  to  a  lower  ground,  having  on  the  left  the  ruins  of  a 
caftle  ;  we  paiTed  by  the  end  of  the  valley  of  Lefca  to  the  fouth  ;  towards  the  further 
end  of  it,  on  the  hills  to  the  eaft,  I  faw  Lefca.  We  then  afcended  between  two  hills, 
and  when  we  were  on  the  height,  we  turned  to  the  north,  and  paffed  by  a  beautiful 
round  hill  on  the  left,  on  which  there  is  a  ruined  church,  faid  to  be  built  in  memory 
of  Chrift's  meeting  the  two  difciples  there  who  were  going  to  Emmaus.  On  the  fide 
of  the  hill,  to  the  fouth,  is  a  village  called  Bettifa ;  we  went  down  this  hill,  and  af- 
cended to  the  north-weft  towards  Ramathaim-Zophim  ;  the  road  here  is  like  a  terrace 
on  the  fide  ot  a  hill,  and  leads  weftward  to  Emmaus  ;  we  came  to  a  large  open 
ciftern  on  the  right  hand,  which  is  cut  out  of  the  rock,  and  has  two  bafins,  made  in  the 
fame  manner  in  the  front  of  it.  We  afcended  the  hill  to  the  north,  on  the  brow  of 
which  there  is  a  fmall  mount ;  on  thefummit  of  this  high  hill,  was  Rama  or  Ramathiam 
Zophim,  the  town  of  Samuel,  and  the  place  of  his  interment ;  it  is  now  called  by  the 
Arabs,  Samuele ;  geographers  confound  this  place  with  Rama  or  Arimatheea,  near 
Lydda,  already  defcribed.  The  mofque,  which  is  over  the  fepulchre  of  Samuel,  was  a 
church,  and  they  will  not  permit  chriftians  to  go  into  it.  They  informed  me,  that 
there  is  no^  fepulchral  grot  in  the  mofque,  but  only  a  raifed  tomb,  with  a  covering  of 
filk  on  it,  in  the  manner  the  Mahometans  adorn  the  fepulchres  of  their  faints.  The 
body  of  Samuel  was  carried  by  the  emperor  Arcadius  into  Thrace.  On  the  top  of  the 
hill,  there  is  an  open  bafin  funk  into  the  rock  feven  or  eight  feet  deep,  which  was 
doubtlefs  made  to  receive  the  rain  water.  On  the  fide  of  the  hill,  near  the  top  of  it,  is 
the  fountain  of  Samuel,  in  a  fmall  grotto  cut  out  of  the  rock,  which  affords  plenty  of 
clear  water. 

To  the  north  we  looked  down  into  a  very  fine  valley,  which  I  conjeftured  to  be 
about  ten  miles  long  from  eaft  to  weft,  and  five  miles  broad,  and,  according  to  the 
tradition,  it  feems  to  be  the  valley  of  Ajalon,  in  which  the  city  of  Gibeon  was  fituated  j 
and  it  fo,  this  plain  was  the  territory  of  the  Gibeonites.  There  are  two  hills  in  it, 
beautifully  improved  ;  that  to  the  weft  has  two  fummits ;  on  the  northern  one  there 
IS  a  village  called  Geb,  probably  the  antient  Gibeon,  on  which  the  fun  flood  ftill,  when 
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Jofhua  crime  to  the  relief  of  the  Glbeonites  *.  On  the  hill  to  the  eaR,  is  Beerna-billiah, 
which  may  be  Beeroth  of  the  Gibeonites  ;  wc  fav/  Betefer  on  the  hills  to  the  eaft  of  the 
valley,  and  a  place  called  Bethany  to  the  north. 

We  returned  back  again  to  the  road,  and  went  weflward  towards  Emniaus,  leaving 
the  village  of  Bedou  to  the  right,  and  Bethfurick  to  the  left.  Having  gone  about  three 
miles  from  Rama,  we  arrived  at  Emmaus,  which,  as  I  apprehend,  they  called  Coubeby, 
though,  when  I  palTed  through  it,  in  the  way  to  Joppa,  they  called  it  Gebeby  ;  beyond 
it  are  high  hills,  from  which  one  defcends  to  the  plain  towards  the  fea  ;  entering  this 
ruined  place,  on  the  left,  I  faw  a  large  bafin,  walled  round,  but  there  was  no  water  in 
it  ;  to  the  right,  on  a  rifmg  ground,  are  great  ruins  of  the  town  ;  they  fay,  many  of 
the  ftones  were  carried  away  to  build -Jerufalem,  about  two  hundred  years  ago.  The 
church  was  on  the  fpot  where  the-  houfe  of  Cleophas  ftood,  and  where,  it  is  fuppofed, 
Chrifl:  was  known  to  fome  of  his  difciples  in  brealdng  of  bread  ;  it  is  a  long  building, 
and  there  is  a  fine  large  vafe  in  it  of  white  Hone,  or  marble,  which  doubtlefs  was  a 
font :  the  church  Hands  in  a  large  area,  encompafled  with  a  wall,  and  has  on  the  north 
fide  of  it,  a  pile  of  buildings,  arched  over,  and  there  is  one  large  arch,  which  feems  to 
have  been  a  gateway  in  the  middle  of  them.  When  we  had  feen  every  thing,  I  was 
defirous  of  returning,  though  our  conductors  were  for  (laying,  and  taking  fome  refrefh- 
ment  ;  but  when  they  faw  the  people  coming  about  us,  they  changed  their  fentimcnt?, 
and  we  mounted  our  horfes ;  but  they  laid  hold  of  the  monk's  bridle,  and  demanded 
a  caphar.  1  went  on  a  little  before,  and  turned  round  to  obferve  what  had  pafl'ed. 
The  monk,  in  fome  warmth,  got  off  from  his  horfe,  and  having  treated  them  a  little 
roughly,  they  began  to  ufe  him  ill  ;  but  a  little  money  being  given  them,  they  let  us 
go  on,  only  one  of  fhe  chief  of  them  (who  was  always  near  my  horfe,  and  fe^ med  to 
take  care  of  me)  as  foon  as  we  were  got  out  of  fight  of  his  companions,  laid  hold  on 
my  bridle,  felt  my  pockets  in  a  civil  manner,  and  gave  me  the  title  of  Conful,  fuppofing 
that  I  was  a  Frank,  and  probably  conjeQured,  I  might  have  that  charafter ;  but  I 
ordered  them  to  give  him  a  little  money,  upon  which  he  left  us  ;  and  we  returned  by 
the  fame  way  we  came,  till  we  arrived  at  the  place  where  Chrill  met  the  difciples ; 
when  we  turned  to  the  left,  and  went  on  the  top  of  the  hills  inftead  of  going  down  into 
the  valley,  and  pafl'ed  by  the  fepulchres  of  the  judges  ;  coming  near  .lerulalcm,  we 
turned  to  the  right,  and  leaving  the  pool  of  Gihon  to  the  left,  camL'  to  tlie  lower  of 
Simeon,  before  mentioned  ;  and  from  that  place  into  the  old  road  from  Bethlehem,  and 
returned  to  Jerufalem. 

There  were  fome  very  remarkable  places  to  the  north-weft  and  north-eaft  of  Jeru- 
salem, the  fituation  of  which  is  not  very  well  known  ;  as  Shilo,  where  the  ark  and 
tabernacle  were  placed,  until  they  were  taken  by  the  I'hililfines  ;  fome  have  thought 
this  to  have  been  at  Rama  of  Samuel,  becaufe  it  is  defcribed  as  being  on  a  very  higli 
hill;  Shilo  and  Salem  have  been  thought  to  be  the  fame  place:  it  is  probable  that 
Shilo  was  between  Jerufalem  and  Sichem,  about  ten  miles  from  the  latter.  Bt^thel 
was  on  the  right  of  the  road  leading  to  Sithem,  and  is  remarkable  lor  Jacob's 
▼ifion,  and  on  account  of  Jeroboam's  letting  up  a  golden  calf  there  as  the  objeft 
of  worlhip. 

On  the  twenty-fecond  of  April  I  went  the  laft  time  into  the  church  of  the  Holy 
•Sepulchre,  being  the  third  of  May,  new  flyle ;  it  was  the  feflival  of  the  hiventiou  of 
the  Holy  t'rofs,  on  which  account  there  were  feveral  devotions  and  procefiions  in  the 
».hurch.     In  the  altcrnoon  the  guardian  gave  me  a  letter  for  Na/.aicih  ;  and  a  certilicate 
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•was  delivered  to  mc,  figncd  and  fcaled  with  the  great  foal  of  the  convent,  that  I 
had  vifited  all  the  holy  places.  I  left  the  convent,  and  went  with  a  fervant  out 
of  the  Damaicus  gate,  where  the  Shieck  Arab,  with  whom  they  had  agreed,  and 
Jiis  fervant,  took,  me  under  their  protection  ;  we  mounted  on  horfeback,  and  pafllng 
by  the  fepulchrts  of  the  judges,  we  turned  on  the  left  hand  out  of  the  road 
that  leads  to  Emmaus,  and  having  travelled  about  two  miles  we  crofled  the  end  of 
the  vailcv  of  I.efca,  and  faw  a  ruin  en  the  left  hand.  We  afccnded  the  hill,  and 
went  ilirough  Bathfurik  before  mentioned,  having  Bedgu  on  the  right ;  and  coming 
again  into  the  road  to  Emmaus,  we  pafied  through  that  town  ;  going  on,  we  had  on 
the  left  Der-kalcb,  and  foon  after  Papuray  on  a  hi^^h  pointed  hill  beautifully  improved 
with  terraces  ;  about  a  mile  further  I  faw  Romani  to  the  right,  on  a  hill,  and  well  of 
it  Bethicnan,  and  at  a  diftance  Der-obfir.  From  the  top  of  the  hills  we  had  an  eafy 
defcent  for  about  three  miles,  when  we  came  into  a  rich  country  full  of  little  hills;  I 
faw  on  the  left,  at  a  great  diltance,  Betamafy,  and  palled  by  a  ruhied  church  on  the 
right,  at  a  village  called  Kerefy.  Further  on  to  the  left  1  faw  Feal,  then  Keriafy-emai 
;uid  Ladroun  ;  1  before  fuppofed  the  latter  to  be  the  village  of  the  good  thief.  The 
.Arab  fhcwed  me  his  tents  at  a  diiliance  on  the  left,  aiid  vve  palled  through  a  village, 
where  the  people  were  his  friends ;  and  as  we  approached  Rama,  I  took  notice  of  a 
large  pool,  and  feveral  ciflerns,  and  ruins  about  the  fields,  where  the  old  city  flood, 
efpecially  on  a  high  ground  to  the  north.  We  arrived  at  the  Latin  convent  in  Rama 
about  an  hour  after  it  was  dark. 

On  the  twenty-third  we  let  out  for  Lydda,  a  league  diftant  from  Rama  ;  I  obferved 

the  plain  was  more  fandy  than  it  is  to"  the  eaft  ;  about  half  way  I  faw  a  well,  and  near 

it  a  fnvaH  building,  defigned  for  the  convenience  of  travellers ;  it  being  ufual  in  thefe 

countries  to  have  fuch  places  (which  they  call  Mocotts)  near  their  fountains  and  wells, 

for  pafiengers  to  repofe  in,  and  Ihelter  themfelves  from  the  heat  of  the  fun.     Entering 

the  town  of  Lydda,  I  faw  a  company  of  Mahometan  women,  who  had  been  at  a  grave, 

making  their  lamentations  ;  they  held  the  end  of  their  handkerchiefs  in  their  hands, 

and  turning  them  round,  canted  in  a  fort  of  dialogue ;  which  they  do  likcwife  at  their 

graves,  much  in  the  fapie  way  as  the  Irifli  women  do  on  the  like  occafion.     I  faw  the 

church  of  Saint  George,  and  then  went    on  weftward    towards  Joppa,  and  joined  a 

caravan  that  was  going  that  way  ;  we  went  through  a  fine  plain,  bounded  by  hills  to 

the  north,  which  probably  are  thofe  of  Saron  ;  at  fome  diftance  we  had  a  place  called 

Serphon  to  the  left,  and  on  the  right  Sapphira.     We  went  near  Bedifa  on  tlie  right, 

fituated  on  a  rifing   ground,  planted  with  olive  trees.     After  having  travelled  about 

two  miles  further,  we  came  to  Boubeeri,  a  village  built  almoft  under  ground,  which 

probably  las  its  name  from  a  large  well,  which  I  faw  there.     We  paifed  by  Gazou  on 

a  hill  to  the  right,  where,  they  told  me,  there  was  a  ruined  church  :  further  on,  I  faw 

Selinian  on  the  hills  at  fome  diftance  to  the  right,  and  arrived  at  the  Latin  convent  at 

Joppa,  where  I  was  obliged  to  wait  fome  time  before  I  embarked  for  Acre. 

Chap.  XIIL  —  Of  Acre,  and  fome  Places  near  it. 

ON  the  fccond  of  May,  we  went  aboard  one  of  the  large  open  boats,  that  are  com- 
monly ufed  on  this  coaft  ;  they  generally  belong  to  Greek  mafters,  who  have  a  protec- 
tion irom  the  convent  for  twelve  mariners,  and  cannot  be  taken  by  the  Maltefe  within 
eighty  leagues  of  the  Holy  Land  ;  but,  noiwithftanding  this,  if  the  Maltefe  find  any 
Mahometan  paffengcrs,  they  make  them  Haves,  thouch  they  crofs  themfelves,  and 
profef?  to  be  Chriltians ;  but  they  are  eafily  difcovered,  as  they  are  circumcifed  ;  and 
the  Maltefe  rovers  uke  away    every  thing  that   is   valuable  both    from  Tuiks  and 
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CI Tiftians;  we  failed  along  by  the  fliore,  and  the  next  moming  were  not  above  five 
leagues  diftant  from  Joppa.     Wc  faw  a  inofque  on  the  high  clifts  near  the  fea,  and 
foon  after  a  ruined  fortilication  on  the  fliore,  which  feemed  to  have  a  deep  foflee  cut 
on  three  fides  of  it  ;  it  is  faid  to  have  been  held  by  the  Venetians.     Apollonia,  men- 
tioned between  Joppa  and  Casfarea,  might    be  about  this  place.     It  is   probable  the 
half    tribe   of  ManaiVeh    began   here,  which    extended    beyond    Cacfarea,   and   the 
river,  which    palled  by  Antipatris,  might  be   the  bounds    of  it  to  the  fouth ;    for 
Antipatris  was  an   inland  city  in   this    part,  nineteen  miles  from  Joppa  *.     St.  Paul 
w;is  brought   to   that   place   in    liis   way    from  Jerufalem   to  Casfarea  t-     At   fome 
diftance  the   country  is  hilly,  and    covered  with   trees,   as   mentioned  by  Strabo  J. 
I  faw  a  great  quantity  of  wood  lying  on  the  fea  fliore,  to  be  embarked  for  Egypt.  We 
made  little  way  all  day,  call  anchor  at  night,  and  the  next  day,  in  the  afternoon,  came 
up  with  Ca;farca,  and  anchored   near  it.     We  happened  to   fpy  a  fail,   on  which  a 
Janizary  on  board,  who  was  apprehenfive  that  it  might  be  a  Maltefe  rover,  refolved  to 
go  alhore,  and  put  on  the  worll  clothes  he  could  get,  lefl;  he  fliould  be  fl;ripped  by  the 
Arabs  ;  on  this  a  panic  feized  all  the  other  Turks,    who  followed  his  example,  except 
twelve,  who  are  allowed  to  work  the  velfel  ;  they  gave  their  money  to  an  European, 
were  put  afliore  in  a  fmall  boat,  and  returned   to  the  bark  the   nexfrnorning.      We 
pafled  by  Caltle  PoUegrino,  and  arrived  in  the   afternoon  at  Acre,  where  1  parried  my 
letters  to  the  conful,  who  received  me  with  the  ufual  civility,  which  the  Englifli,  who 
are  fettled  in  the  Levant,  fliew  to  travellers.     Acre  is  in  the  tribe  of  Affcr,   lltuated  at 
the  north  wed  entrance  of  a  bay,  which  is  generally  computed  to  be  about  three  leagues 
over,  and  two  leagues  deep,  though   it  does  not  feem  to  be  (o  much.     It  (lands  in  a 
very  large  and  fertile  plain,  bounded  on  the  north,  at  about  twelve  miles  diftance,    by 
the  mountains  antiently  called  Antilibanon  ;  and  to  the  eafl:  by  the  fine  and  fruitful  hills 
of  Galilee,  about  ten   miles  from  this  city,  which  feem  to  have  feparated  the  tribes  of 
Zabulon  and  Nepthali  from  the  tribe  of  Afler,  which  was  never  entirely  poflefied  by 
the  Ifraelites.     The  anticnt  name  of  this  city  w;is  Ake,  or,  as  it  is  called  in  fcripture, 
Accho  §  ;  it  was  one  of  the  phices,  out  of  which  Afler  did  not  drive  the  ancient  in- 
habitants, and  feems  always  to  have  retained  this   name  among  the  natives   of  the 
•.ouatry,  for  the  Arabs  call  it  Akka  at  this  time.     The  Greeks   gave  it  the  name  of 
Ptolemais  |j,  from  one  of  the  Ptolemies,  kings  of  Egypt.     And  when  it  was  in  the 
poflelFion  of  the  Knights  of  St.  John  of  Jerufalem,  it  was  called  St.  John  Dacre. 

As  this  port  mufi  always  have  been  of  great  .importance  in  time  of  war,  the  town 
lias,  confcquently  undergone  great  changes.  In  fix  hundred  and  thirty-fix,  it  wa.^ 
taken  by  the  Saracens  ;  in  eleven  hmulred  and  four,  the  Chriftians  became  mailers 
iif  it  under  Baldwin,  the  firft;  king  of  Jerufidem,  by  the  aflillance  of  the  Genoefe 
galleys.  In  eleven  hundred  and  eighty-feven,  Saladin,  fultan  of  Egypt,  got  polfeflion 
of  it ;  and  in  eleven  hundred  ninety-one,  Philip,  king  of  France,  and  Richard,  king 
of  England,  retook  it ;  but  in  twelve  hundred  ninety-one,  the  Saracens  allaulted  and 
deftroyed  the  city,  that  is  to  fay,  the  fortifications,  which  they  afterv.tards  repaired  :  it 
was  taken  from  ihem  by  the  Turks  in  one  thoufand  five  hundred  and  feventcen. 

On  examining  well  the  remiiins  of  this  place,  I  confidered  it  in  three  parts,  that  is. 
the  old  city  ;  the  new  city  ;  and  the  quarter  where  the  knights  and  other  religious 
orders  had  liieir  convent.  The  prefent  town  fetalis  to  be  on  the  fpot  of  the  old  city, 
being  at  the  fouth  well  corner,  and  is  walhed  by  the  fea  on  the  fouth  and  well  fides  j 
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it  h.is  a  rmall  bay  to  the  cad,  which  feems  to  have  been  the  antient  port,  but  is  now 
ahnoil  filled  up  ;  there  are  great  remains  of  this  old  port,  within  which,  fnvall  fliips 
come  to  anchor  in  the  fummer,  and  take  in  their  lading.     I'here  was,  without  doubt,  a 
rirong  wall  on  the  north  fide  of  the  old  town,   to  defend  it  on  the  fide  of  the  land,  ol 
w hicii  there  are  now  no  remains.     The  p-.elent  town  is  near  a  mile  in  circumference, 
and'has  no  walls  ;  for  the  Arabs  will  not  permit  them  to  build  any,  as  they  would,  by 
that  means,  lofe  the  power  they  now  have  over  the  city,  and  might  be  fhut  out  of  it. 
To  the  north  and  north  eall  of  this  city,  and  of  the  port,  was  the  quarter  of  the  knights, 
and  the  religious  orders,  extending  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  from  eaft  to  weft, 
and  might  be  half  a  quarter  of  a  mile  broad.     At  the  weft  end  of  it,  there  are  ruins 
of  a  great  building,  which,  they  fay,  was  the  p:'.laceof  the  grand  mafter  of  the  knights 
of  Saint  John,  who  retired  to  this  place,  after  they  loft  Jerufalem  ;  it  was  repaired  and 
inhabited  by  the  great  Feckerdine,  prince  of  the  Drufes.     At  the  end  of  this  building, 
are  the  remains  of  what  fecm  to  have  been  a  very  grand  faloon,  and  a  fmaller  room 
of  the  fame  architefture  at  the  end  of  that.     To  the  fouth  there  was  a  noble  well- 
built  chapel,  the  walls  of  which  are  almoft  entire.     Towards  the  eaft  end  of  the  tow-n 
vas  the  houle  of  the  knights,  and  a  ftrong  built  church  adjoining  to  it,  faid  to  be  de- 
dicated to  St.  John;  v/hat  remiiins  of  it  is  a  low  maftive  building  ;  and  it  is  probable, 
•that  there  was  a  grand  church  over  it ;  in  the  vault  of  this  building  there  is  a  relief  of 
the  head  of  St.  John  in  a  charger.     Between  this  and  the  palace  of  the  grand  mafter, 
there  was  a  very  large  and  magnificent  nunnery ;  fomc  of  the  lotty  walls  of  the  con- 
vent are  ftanding,  and  the  church  is  almoft  entire.     When  the  city  was  taken  by  the 
Mahometans,  it  is  faid,  the  abbefs  and  nuns,  like  thofe  of  Scotland,  cut  off"  their  nofes  to 
fecure  their  chaftity,   and  were  inhumanly  murdered  by  the  foldiers.     North   of  this 
quarter  there  is  a  foiTee ;  and  north  of  that  was  what  I  call  the  new  quarter  of  the 
city ;  but  it  did  not  extend   fo  far  to  the  eaft.     To  the  north  and  eaft  of  this,  and  to 
the  eaft  of  the  quarter  of  the  knights,  are  remains  of  a  beautiful  modern  fortification, 
which  was  carried  on  to  the  fouih,  though  it  was  not  fo  ftrong  in  that  part ;  as  it  was 
a  modern  fortification,  it  muft  confequently  have  been  built  by  the  Saracens,  or  Arabs, 
to  defend  themfelves  againft  the  invafion  of  the  Turks  ;  there  is  a  double  rampart  and 
foflee,  lined  with  ftone ;  the  inner  rampart  was   defended  with  femicircular  baftions. 
At  the  eaft  end,  within  thefe  fortifications,  there  is  a  well,  called  the  fountain  of  Mary. 
I  have  great  reafon  to  think,  that  the  river  Belus  was  brought  along  through  the  foiTee, 
becaui'e  it  is  mentioned  in  the  account  of  the  fiege,  that  a  certain  body  of  men  attacked 
the  city,  from  the  bridge  over  the  Belus  to  the  bifliop's  palace  ;  and,  if  it  was  fo,  the 
city,  by  this  means,  was  made  an  illand.     1  examined  the  ground,  and  difcovered  what 
1  fuppofed  to  be  the  remains  of  the   old   channel,  and   actually  faw  the  ruins   of  a 
fmall  bridge  over  it,  near  the  town,  and  of  a  larger  further  on.     When  I  was  on  this 
enquiry,  I  went  to  the  place  where  the  Belus  empties  itfelf  into  the  fea,  and  going  along 
by  the  river,  on  a  caufeway,  came  to   a  mill  where  there  is  a  bridge  over  the  river, 
about  a  mile  from  the  town.     As  the  Belus  muft  have  been  a  great  conveniency  in 
fuppiying  the  town  with  water,  in  cafe  it  ran  through  the  foiTee  ;  fo  there  is  no  doubt 
but  that  the  enemy  would  turn  the  river,  at>  they  probably  did,  to  the  very  place  where 
it  now  falls  into  the  fea. 

There  is  nothing  of  antiquity  in  the  old  city,  except  fome  remains  of  the  very  mag- 
nificeiu  and  lofty  cathedral  church  of  St.  Andrew,  which  had  a  portico  round  it,  and 
appears  to  have  becu  a  fine  Gothic  building.  The  biftiop's  palace  was,  probably,  near 
it-  At  a  little  diitance  to  the  north  weft,  are  remains  of  a  very  ftrong  building,  called 
ijie  Iron  CalUe,  irom  which  there  feems  to  have  been  three  walls  by  the  fea-fide,  and 
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feveral  other  buildings,  as  appears  from  many  parts  of  the  rock,  which  feem  to  have  been 
cut  out  in  order  to  lay  toundations. 

The  Greeks  have  a  bifliop  here,  and  a  very  good  old  church  and  convent.  The 
Latin  fathers  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre  have  apartments,  and  a  chapel  in  a  Kane,  which 
ferves  as  a  convent  ;  and  all  the  Europeans  live  in  the  Kane,  except  the  Englilh  conful. 
The  Maronites  and  Armenians  have  e  ich  of  them  a  church.  The  trade  here,  for  the 
moft  part,  confills  in  an  export  of  corn  for  Europe,  and  of  cotton  for  Egypt,  and  other 
places  ;  many  efpecially  on  this  coaft.  The  merchants  frequently  carry  on  this  trade  bj 
advancing  money  to  the  Arabs  before-hand,  and  taking  the  produce  of  their  land  at 
very  realonable  rates,  which  gives  the  European  merchants  a  great  intercfl:  in  the 
country. 

As  Acre  is  fo  remarkable  in  hiflory,  I  took  fome  pains  in  examining  the  ground  and 
country  about  it.     Half  a  mile  eall  of  the  city  is  a  fmall  hill,  improved  by  art ;  it  is 
about  half  a  mile  in  length,  and  a  quarter  of  a  mile  broad,  and  is  very  Iteep  every- 
way, except  to  the  fouth  weft  ;  this  was  probably  the  camp  of  the  befiegers,  as  it  waa 
a  fine  fituation  for  that  purpofe ;  and  the  Palha  pitches  his  tent  on  this  hill  when  he 
goes  the  yearly  circuits  to  receive  his  tribute.     To  the  north  of  this,  there  is  an  irregular 
rifing  ground,  where  there  are  great  ruins  of  vaults,  fome  of  which  feem  to  have  been 
refervoirs  of  water  ;  and  probably  this  might  be  a  place  where  they  dcpofited  fome  of 
the  lefs  valuable  baggage  of  the  army.     To  the  north  w^eft  of  this  place,  and  a  mile  to 
the  north  of  the  city,  there  is  another  fine  fituation  for  a  camp,  being  a  rifing  ground ; 
oi>  the  highelt  part  of  it  are  the  ruins  of  a  very  ftrong  fquare  tower,  and  near  it  is  a 
mofque,  a  tower,  and   otlier  great  buildings ;  the  place  is  called  Abouotidy,   from  sl. 
Sheik  who  was  buried  there.    Half  way  between  this  place  and  Acre,  there  is  a  fine  well^ 
which  always  abounds  in  water,  and  it  is  probable  there  might  be  fome  private  canal 
from  it  to  the  city.    One  day  I  went  about  eight  miles  to  the  north  eaft  ;  at  the  diftance 
of  five  miles  from  the  town,  we  ciune  to  a  rivulet,  and  travelled  by  the  fide  of  it  in  a 
narrow  valley,  between  high  hills  ;  at  the  end  of  which  we  came  to  a  caftle  on  a  hill ;. 
at  the  bottom  of  it  there  is  a   large  building  of  hewn  Hone  ;  this  place  is   called  by 
EuropeanSjThe  Enchanted  Caftle.  The  caftle  of  Indi,  and  the  Strong Mountain,or Mount 
Feret,   arc   mentioned    as   fortreflcs  belonging  to  the  knights  near  Acre  '  ;   and  it  is 
probable  this   may  be   one   of  them  ;  I   fliould  rather   take  it   be  Mount   Feret   and 
Indi  might  be  at  a  village  called  Calour-Hanfan,  through  which  we  palfed  in  our  return  j 
it  is  on  a  rifing  ground,  where  I  faw  an  ancient  pillar  of  hewn  ftone ;  but  it  is  certain, 
that  the  diftances  mentioned  do  not  agree,  which,  I  find,  are  not  to  be  depended  on^ 
in  the  authors  who  write  of  the  holy  war^ 

Chap.  XIV.  —  O/tbe  Rivers  Bcltts  and  Kijhon  ;  of  Mount  Carmel,  and  Caipha. 

T  SET  out  from  Acre,  in  order  to  go  to  mount  Carmel  and  Cccfarea,  to  the  fouih, 
I  had  with  me  two  Chriftians,  drcU'ed  like.,Turks,  and  well  armed  ;  we  went  round  the 
bay,  paihng  the  mouth  of  the  river  Belus,  where  it  is  fhallow.  This  river  rifes  out  of 
a  lake,  computed  to  be  about  fix  miles  diftant  towards  the  fouth  eaft,  and  is  called  by 
the  antients,  Palus  Cendovia.  Some  authors  fpeak  of  the  fepulchre  of  Memnon  near 
it,  which  I  have  had  occafion  to  mention  before f.  There  are  antient  writers  who 
derive  the  name  of  Ake,  given  to  the  city,  from  a  ftory  relating  to  Hercules,  that  he 
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VAs  font  to  fcek  for  fome  herb  on  a  river  to  heal  his  wounds,  and  found  the  Colocafia 
en  tlic  river  BeUis,  which  clVeded  the  cure  •.  It  is  faid  that  the  firft  glafs  was  made 
of  the  fand  of  this  river,  probably  by  fome  accidental  melting  of  it  in  the  fire. 
Pliny  accounts  for  the  virtue  of  this  fand  in  a  very  extravagant  manner  f:  but 
Strabo  mentions  the  fand  between  Ptolemais  and  Tyre,  as  proper  for  making  glafs  ;J; 
and  fpeaks  of  an  opinion,  that  it  could  be  melted  only  at  Sidon,  which  was  probably 
owing  to  fome  particular  art  ihey  had  there.  The  river  Belus,  according  to  fome  geo- 
grahcrs  § , . focnis  to  be  the  torrent  of  Iphthahel,  fpnken  of  by  St.  Jerom,  in  explaining 
a  palTage  of  Jofliua  ||,  where  a  valley  of  that  name  is  mentioned,  which  may  be  this  of 
Acre;  it  is  faid  (but  it  muft  be  underftood  only  in  fome  parts),  to  be  the  bounds  of 
Zabulon,  which  extended  to  the  fca  of  TiberiasJ,  and  was  divided  from  the  tribe  of  Ifla- 
char  on  the  fouth  by  the  river  Kiflion. 

We  went  on  round  the  bay,  and,  towards  the  fouth  eaft  corner,  forded  the  river 
Kiflion,  which  is  a  larger  river  than  the  Belus  ;  and  they  told  me,  that  it  rifes  to  the 
fouth  of  mount  Tabor  ;  but  I  fiippofe,  that  the  fources  of  it  are  in  the  hills  to  the  eaft 
of  the  plain  of  Efdraelon.  Being  enlarged  by  feveral  fmall  ftreams,  it  pafles  between 
Mount  Carmel  and  the  hills  to  the  north,  and  then  falls  into  the  fea  at  this  place. 
Here  fome  make  the  tribe  of  Iflachar  to  begin,  and  to  extend  near  as  far  as  Ca;farea, 
to  the  half  tribe  of  ManaiTeh  ;  if  fo,  it  took  in  all  Mount  Carmel,  and  part  of  the  plain 
of  Efdraelon,  extending  eaftward  to  the  river  Jordan  ;  but  as  the  tribe  of  Affer  is  faid 
to  have  bordered  on  the  half  tribe  of  Manaffeh,  others  think,  that  Iflachar  was  on  the 
eafl  of  Mount  Carmel,  and  did  not  extend  to  the  fea.  "We  came  near  the  foot  of 
Mount  Carmel,  and  then  turned  to  the  weft  ;  this  mountain  extends  from  the  fea,  as 
far  as  the  plain  of  Edraelon  eaftward,  and  from  this  bay  to  Ca;farea  fouthward.  They 
have  a  tradition,  that  the  part  of  the  mountain,  over  tliis  corner  of  the  bay,  was  the 
fpot  famous  for  the  facrifice  of  Elijah,  by  fire  from  heaven,  after  the  priefts  of  Baal 
had,  to  no  purpofe,  invoked  their  God,  and  cut  themfelves  from  morning  to  evening, 
on  which  Elijah  caufed  them  to  be  flain  at  the  river  Kifhon  ^.  They  fay,  this  is  the 
pleafanteil  part  of  the  mountain,  being  beautified  with  m;my  forts  of  fruit  trees  j  but 
I  could  not  go  to  it,  as  it  was  at  that  time  much  infefted  by  the  Arabs. 

We  went  on  to  Caipha,  which  is  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  bay,  oppofite  to  Acre. 
1  take  it  to  be  Calamon,  which,  in  the  Jerufalem  Itinerary,  is  placed  twelve  miles  from 
Ptolemais ;  Sicaminos  is  there  mentioned,  as  three  miles  further  in  the  way  to  Jeru- 
falem  ;  and  Ptolemy  puts  it  in  the  fame  degree  of  latitude  as  Mount  Carmel ;  it  might 
have  been  on  the  rifing  ground  at  that  point  of  land  which  makes  the  fouthern  entrance 
of  the  bay.  Ciiipha  is  faid  alfo  to  have  had  the  name  of  Porphureon,  as  it  is  conjec- 
tured, from  the  purple  fifh  found  on  this  coaft,  with  which  they  made  the  Tyriim  dye ; 
and  to  have  been  allied  Hepha,  or  rather  Kepha,  from  the  rocky  ground  it  is  fituated 
on  ;  out  of  which  many  fepulchres  are  cut,  moftly  like  fingle  coffins,  but  not  feparated 
from  the  rock,  and  very  much  in  the  Jewifli  tafte ;  it  is  not  improbable  that  this  place 
•«as  inhabit'.d  by  Jews,  It  was  a  bifliopric,  and  there  is  a  well-built  old  church  entire, 
which  might  have  been  the  cathedral.  There  are  alfo  ruins  of  a  large  building,  that 
feems  to  have  been *the  caftlcj  and  they  have  built  two  forts  as  a  defence  againft  the 
corfairs ;  for  this,  in  reality,  is  the  port  of  Acre,  where  (hips  lie  at  anchor  ;  it  being 
a  bad  ihore  on  the  other  fide,  where  they  cannot  remain  with  fafety,  by  reafon  of  the 
fhall  jwnefs  of  the  water. 

*  Akea  ("A*.*)  in  Greek  fignifies  cures.  f  Plin.  Nat.  Hill.  lib.  xxxvi,  c.  65. 

^Strabo,  XVI.  -j^S.  §  Adrichomius.  (]  Jof.  xix.  14,  27.  %  1  Kings,  xviii.  19. 
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T  delivered  a  letter  here  to  the  Aga,  who  ordered  two  of  his  men  to  accompany  me : 
Oppofite  to  this  phicc,  we  went  up  Mount  Carmcl,  to  the  Latin  convent  of  the  Car- 
mehtes,  inhabited  only  by  two  or  three  monies  ;  great  part  ot  tlie  convent,  and  particu- 
larly the  church  and  refectory,  are  grots  cut  out  of  the  rock,  this  place  having  been 
made  a  monaflery  not  long  ago ;  for  when  the  large  convent  was  deftroyed,  which  I 
fliall  have  occalion  to  mention  hereafter,  they  lived  as  hermits  in  the  grottos,  and  ufed 
to  meet  and  confer  in  a  grot  towards  the  foot  of  the  hill,  which  is  one  of  the  finefl  I 
ever  faw ;  it  is  like  a  grand  faloon,  and  is  about  forty  feet  long,  twenty  wide,  an.J 
fifteen  high  ;  it  is  cut  out  of  the  rock,  and  is  now  converted  into  a  inofque.  Over  this 
convent  are  the  ruins  of  the  old  monaftery,  where  probably  the  order  of  Carmelites 
was  inlb'tuted  ;  it  might,  at  firil,  be  inhabited  by  the  Greek  caloyers  of  the  order  of 
faint  Elias,  who  had  poUeilion  of  thefe  parts  before  the  Latins  were  eftablifhcd  here» 
Near  it  is  a  chapel  in  a  grot,  where,  they  fay,  Elias  fometimes  lived,  which  is  reforted 
to  with  great  devotion,  even  by  the  Turks,  as  well  as  by  the  Chriflians  and  Jews,  on 
tlie  fullival  of  that  faint.  We  (laid  all  night  in  the  Latin  convent,  from  which  there  is  ■ 
a  very  fine  profpect. 

'  The  next  morning  we  defcended  the  hill ;  and  turning  to  the  weft  fide  of  it,  went 
a  little  way  to  the  fouth,  and  then  to  the  eail,  into  a  narrow  valley,  about  a  mile  long, 
between  the  mountains,  and  came  to  the  grotto,  where,  they  fay,  Elias  ufually  lived  ; 
near  it  is  his  fountain,  cut  out  of  the  rock.  Here  are  the  ruins  of  a  convent,  which, 
they  fay,  was  built  by  Brocardus,  the  fecond  general  of  the  Latin  Carmelites,  who 
has  wrote  an  account  of  the  Holy  Land.  Over  this,  on  the  top  of  the  hill,  is  a  fpot 
of  ground  which  they  call  Elias's  garden,  becaufe  they  find  many  ftones  there, 
refembling  pears,  olives,  and,  as  they  imagine,  water  melons ;  the  laft,  when  broke, 
appear  to  be  hollow,  and  the  infide  beautifully  cryllalized.  One  part  of  this  fpot  they 
call  the  Garden-wall,  which  looks  like  an  old  foundation  ;  it  is  about  eight  feet  wide,  and 
near  a  quarter  of  a  mile  long,  and  feems  to  have  been  a  trench  filled  with  loofe  ftones. 
I  could  not  learn  what  this  really  was,  but  conjedure,  that  it  was  a  long  bafin  dug  to 
receive  the  rain  water,  either  to  feed  the  fountain  below,  or  to  be  conveyed  fome  way 
or  other  to  the  convent,  which  is  at  a  diftance  from  the  fountain ;  for  I  faw  feveral 
bafins  about  the  convent,  cut  out  of  the  rock,  and  full  of  water.  They  might  fill  up 
this  place  with  ftones,  that  it  might  remain  undifcovered,  and  not  be  deilroyed  by  the 
Arabs ;  among  thefe  ftones  efpecially,  there  are  a  great  number  that  have  a  cryftal- 
ization  in  them. 

Ch.'VP.  XV.  —  Of  cnjlle  PcUegrino,  Tortura,  and  dv/area  by  the  fca  fide. 

WE  went  on  to  caftle  PcUegrino,  which  is  the  name  given  it  by  the  Franks ;  but 
the  natives  call  it  Athlete,  which  probably  was  the  name  the  Greeks  gave  it,  on 
account  of  its  Itrength.  It  is  fituated  on  a  Imall  rocky  promontory,  that  extends  about 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  into  the  fea,  and  is  near  half  a  quarter  of  a  mile  broad,  having  a 
fmall  bay  to  the  fouth.  This  place  was  formerly  called  Petra  incifa  ;  I  fuppofe  in  the 
middle  ages,  and  probably  from  its  fituation  on  a  rock,  aud  having  a  folic  cut  on  the 
caft  fide  of  it,  fo  as  to  make  it  an  ifland,  as  it  probably  was,  before  the  folic  was  filled 
up  with  fund.  There  feems  to  have  been  a  town  to  the  eaft  and  fouth  eall  of  the 
promontory,  as  appears  from  the  walls,  which  are  almoft  entire,  and  are  built  of 
large  htwn  ftonc  rufticated.  The  town  was  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  broad  from  eaft 
to  welt,  and  half  a  mile  long  from  north  to  fouth  ;  the  fca  being  to  the  north,  and  the 
caftle  and  fea  to  the  weft  ;  there  are  no  walls  on  thofe  fides,  except  the  buildings  of 

VOL.  X.  3  M  ihtt 


45©  DOCTOR    POCOCKe'i    TRAVELS 

the  caftle.  Tlie  bay  is  now  choked  up  with  fand,  which  is  rllen  ahnofl  as  high  as  the 
city  walls,  infomuch  that  there  are  very  few  figns  of  any  ruins  to  be  feen.  The  caftle 
itft'lt  is  very  magnificent,  and  is  encompafled  with  two  walls  fifteen  feet  thick ;  the 
inner  wall,  on  the  eail  lide,  cannot  be  lefs  than  forty  feet  high,  and  within  it  ther^ 
appear  to  have  been  fonie  very  grand  apartments ;  the  offices  of  the  fortrefs  feem  to 
have  been  at  the  weft  end,  where  I  faw  an  oven  eighteen  feet  in  diameter.  In  the 
caftle  there  arc  remains  of  a  fine  lofty  church  of  ten  fides,  built  in  a  light  Gothic  tafte ; 
three  chapels  are  built  to  the  three  eaftern  fides,  each  of  which  coniills  of  five  fides,, 
excepting  the  opening  to  the  church ;  in  thefe,  it  is  probable,  the  three  chief  altars 
flood.  The  caftle  feems  to  have  been  built  by  the  Greek  emperors,  as  a  place  for 
arms,  at  the  time  when  they  were  apprehcnfive  of  the  invafions  of  the  Saracens  ;  and 
probably  was  in  the  poireflion  of  the  Chriftians,  when  they  regained  Paleftine.  The 
whole  is  I'o  magnificent,  and  fo  finely  built,  that  it  may  be  reckoned  as  one  of  the 
things  that  arc  beft  worth  feeing  in  thefe  parts.  1  ftaid  here  all  night,  and  was  enter- 
tained by  tlie  ftiiek,  to  whom  I  had  a  letter  from  the  conful,  but  was  obliged  to  pay 
a  caphar,  of  about  half  a  guinea. 

The  next  morning  we  fet  out  very  early,  with  fome  perfons  whom  the  fliiek  ordered 
to  go  with  us,  and  travelled,  as  they  computed,  about  ten  miles  fouth  to  Tortura,  a 
fmall  village,  with  a  port  to  the  fouth,  for  large  boats,  which  are  fomelimes  forced  to 
put  in  there  by  ftrefs  of  weather,  when  paffengers  are  obliged  to  pay  a  caphar  of  a 
fequin,  or  nine  ftiillings  a  head.  This  feems  to  be  the  antient  Dora,  mentioned  by 
faint  Jerom,  as  nine  miles  from  Csfarea  *.  The  prefent  village  is  to  the  eaft  fide  of 
the  bay ;  to  the  north  of  the  port,  there  is  a  fmall  promontory,  on  which  there  is  a 
ruined  caftle  ;  here  probably  was  the  old  town,  as  it  is  mentioned  to  have  been  a  penin- 
fula.  Being  recommended  to  the  flieik  of  this  place,  I  received  very  great  civilities 
from  him,  and  he  prelTed  us  much  to  dine  with  him  in  our  return. 

We  went  on  towards  Caefarea,  and  came  to  a  river  called  Coradgc ;  probably  the 
Kerfeos  of  Ptolemy,  which  he  places  four  miles  fouth  of  Dora.  We  afterwards  palTed 
the  river  Zirka,  about  three  miles  north  of  Cccfarea ;  this,  I  fuppofe,  is  the  river 
Crocodilon  of  Pliny  t,  which  he  mentions  with  a  city  of  the  fame  name,  fpoken  of 
alfo  by  Strabo +,  as  a  place  that  was  then  deftroyed  §.  When  I  returned  to  Acre, 
I  happened  to  alk,  if  there  was  any  tradition  of  fuch  a  city  towards  Ctefarea  ;  and  they 
told  me,  that  there  were  crocodiles  in  the  river  Zirka,  which  I  fhould  not  have  believed 
if  it  had  not  been  confirmed  by  very  good  authorities,  and  that  fome  of  them  had  been 
brought  to  Acre  ;  which  I  found  attefted  by  all  the  Europeans  there  ;  and  I  find  fince, 
that  it  is  mentioned  by  an  liiftorian  of  thofe  parrs,  that  there  were  crocodiles  in  the 
river  Ca:farea  of  Paleftine  ||  :  They  fay,  the  crocodiles  are  fmall,  not  exceeding  five 
or  fix  feet  in  length,  but  however,  that  they  have  taken  fome  young  cattle  that  were 
ftanding  In  the  river ;  fo  that  it  is  probable,  a  colony  from  fome  city  in  Egypt,  that 
worlhipped  the  crocodiles,  came  and  fettled  here,  and  brought  their  deities  along  with 

•  See  Roland's  Palacftinc,  under  Dora. 

t  Hinc  rcdcundum  cil  ad  oram,  atque  Phccnicen.  Fuit  oppidum  Crocodilon,  eft  ( l )  flumen  t 
memoria  urbium,  Doron,  Sycaminon.     Plin.  Nat.  v.  17. 

%   Strabo,  xvi.  758. 

§  Johannis  de  Vitriaco  Hiftoria  Hicrofolymitana,  c.  86.  Crocodili  habitant  in  flumine  CsefareK  Pa- 
lillins  ;  as  quoted  m  Roland's  Palxlline,  lib.  iii.  under  C^esarka.  Breidenbac  alfo  mentions  crocodiles 
ir.  a  lake  to  the  eaft  of  Cafarea. 

II  See  ReUd's  PabclUnc,  ibid. 

(i)  Le(e,  It  fluraNh 
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them.     I  obferved  to  the  fouth  of  this  river,  a  high  ground,  which  might  be  the  fite 
of  the  anticnt  city. 

We  came  to  Ctefarca,  mentioned  by  the  antients  as  fixty-two  miles  diflant  from 
Jerufalem,  thirty  from  Joppa,  and  thirty-fix  from  Acre ;  it  was  antiently  called  the 
tower  of  Strato,  as  it  is  faid,  from  a  Greek,  who  was  founder  ol  it.  A  city  was  after- 
wards built  hereby  Herod,  and  called  Ctefarea,  in  honour  of  Auj^uftus,  and  it  was 
named  Csfarea  of  Palelline,  to  diflinguidi  it  from  Csfarea  Philippi,  or  Csfarea 
Paneadis,  which  was  at  the  rife  of  the  river  Jordan  ;  it  was  made  a  Roman  colony  by 
Vefpafian,  and  called  the  Flavian  colony,  from  liis  family  *.  The  ;uitient  city  extended 
farther  to  the  north  than  the  prefent  walls ;  for  I  faw  a  wall  on  the  fliore,  which  I 
obferved  to  run  about  half  a  mile  to  the  north,  near  to  fome  aqueduds. 

Jofephus  I  particularly  defcribes  the  extraordinary  port  made  by  Herod  ;  the  entrance 
of  it  \vas  to  the  north,  probably  near  the  head  of  land,  which  feems  to  be  a  work  of 
later    date :  a  mole  is  mentioned,  as  carried  out  two  hundred  feet  into  the  fea.     It  is 
probable  that  the  round  tower,  called  Drufus,  in  honour  ot  Auguftus's  grandfon,  was 
at  the  end  of  it,  where  there  are  now  fome  fmall  ruins.     I   obferved  flat  rocks  about 
this  port,  on  which,  it  is  probable,  fome  works  were  raifed,  to  flicker  the  fliips  from 
the  wefterly  winds.      Ciefar's  temple,  and  the  coloflTal  ftatues  of  Augufl;us  and  Rome, 
are  mentioned  as  on  a  hill,  towards  the  middle  of  the  port.     There  are  three  rifmg 
grounds  at  the  bottom  of  the  port ;  that  in  the  middle  might  be  the  fite  of  the  temple  ; 
that  to  the  north  might  be  the  forum  ;  and  the  hill  to  the  fouth  the  theatre ;  behind 
which,  to  the  fouth  of  the  port,  he  fays,  was  the  amphitheatre ;  and  I  fuppofe,  the 
rifing  ground  was  made  by  the  ruins  of  it,  which,  in  the  fituation,  anfwers  very  nearly 
to  his  defcription,  that  it  commanded  a  fine  view  of  the  fea.     The  aqueducts  mentioned 
to  the  north,  which    might  bring  water  from  the  river,  run  north  and    fouth ;  the 
lower  aqueduft,  which  is  to  the  eaft  of  the  other,  is  carried   along  on  a  wall  without 
arches,  and  of  no  great  height ;  it   is  thirteen  feet  thick,  and  feems  to  have  conveyed 
a  great  body  of  water  in  an  arched  channel,  which  is  five  feet  fix  inches  wide.     This 
aqucdudV,  as  well  as  the  other,  is  almofl  buried  in  the  fand.     The  other  aqueduft, 
forty  yards  nearer  the  fea,  is  built  on  arches ;  the  fide  of  it  next  the  fea,  is  a  rufticated 
work ;  but  the  eaft  fide  is  plaiftered  with  a  very  ftrong  cement,  probably  to  prevent 
any  damage  from  the  f  uuls  that  might  be  drove  againft  it.     The  walls   of  the  town, 
which  arc  now  remaining,  are  laid  to  have  been  built  by  Lewis  the  ninth,  of  France,  in 
the  time  of  the  holy  war  ;  they  are  of  fmall  liewn  ftone,  and  about  a  mile  in  circum- 
ference, defended  by  a  broad  fofle  ;  from  the  fouth  \\  eft  corner  of  them   is   the  point 
of  land  before  mentioned,  where  there  are  ruins  of  a  very  ftrong  caftle,  which  feems 
to  have  been  built  at  the  flime  time  as  the  walls,  and  is  full  of  fragments  of  very  fine 
marble  pillars,  fome  of  which  are  of  granite,  cippolino,  and  a  beautiful  grey  alabafter  ; 
they  ihew  a  large  ftone  of  granite  near  it,  which   they  call  Hajar  Murnoque,  and  tell 
fome  flories  of  it.     To  the  north  of  this  there  feems  to  have  been  a  finall  port,  perhaps 
of  the  middle  ages.     Within    the  walls   of  the  city  there  are  great  ruins  of  arched 
houfes,  which  probably  were  built  during  the  time  of  the  holy  war ;  but  the  ground  Is 
fo  much  overgrown  with  briars  and  thiftles,  that  it  was  impofllble  to  go  to  any  part, 
where  there  was  not  a  beaten  path  ;  it  is  a  remarkable  refort  for  wild  boars,  which 
abound  alfo  in   the  neighbouring  plain  ;  and  when   the  JMahomctans  kill  them,  they 
leave  their  carcafts  on  the  fpot,  as  it  would  defile  them  only  to  touch  them.     There 

*  On  a  medal  of  Marcus  Aurcliua,  it  is  called  col.  miMA  VL.  avg.  cae^AKBA. 
■\  Jofrplii  Antiq.  Jud.  1,  xv.   c.  13.  &  Dc  bello  Jud.  i.  11. 
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are  only  two  or  three  poor  fiimillcs  that  live  here,  and  are  in  perpetual  fear  of  the 
Arabs,  againfl;  whom  their  poverty  is  their  beft  fecurity.  There  is  no  other  remark- 
able ruin  within  the  walls,  except  a  large  church,  which  probably  was  the  cathedral 
of  the  arclibifliop,  who  had  twenty  bifhops  under  him  ;  it  is  a  flrong  building,  and 
appears  to  have  been  deftroycd  by  w-ar,  as  well  as  the  caflle.  By  wiiat  I  could  con- 
jetlure,  it  feenis  to  have  been  built  in  the  (lyle  of  the  Syrian  churches,  with  three 
naves,  which  ended  to  the  eaft  in  femicircles,  where  they  had  their  principal  altars. 
The  rifing  ground  to  the  fouth,  where  I  fuppofe  the  amphitheatre  was  built,  feems  to 
have  been  the  fite  of  a  caflld  in  later  ages,  and  to  have  had  a  fquare  tower  at  each 
corner,  and  a  folTee  on  three  fides  of  it.  This  city  is  remarkable  in  facrcd  writ  upon 
fevcral  accounts ;  Cornelius  *  the  centurion  lived  here,  who  was  admoniflied  by  an 
angel  to  fend  for  faint  Peter  to  Joppa,  when  the  apodle  had  that  remarkable  vifion,  by 
which  he  was  direfted  to  preach  tlie  gofj)el  to  the  Gentiles  :  They  have  a  tradition,  that 
Cornelius  was  the  firft  bifliop  of  this  city.  Philip  the  evangelift  lived  here  with  his 
four  fillers,  who  were  propheteffes  t :  Saint  Paul  was  kept  in  this  city  in  Herod's 
palace,  and  pleaded  before  king  Agrippa  and  Felix,  from  whofe  judgment  he  appealed 
to  Rome  J  ;  aid  on  his  departure  from  this  place  to  Jerufalem,  Agabus  prophefied  of 
his  I'utuie  fufterings,  by  binding  himfelf  with  Paul's  girdle,  and  dechuing,  that  the 
pcrfon  who  owned  it,  fhould  be  bound  in  like  manner  ||  :  And  as  this  harbour  was 
then  become  the  great  port  of  Palelline,  we  find  the  apollles  embarking  and  landing 
at  it^. 

We  fet  out  on  our  return  from  this  place,  taking  fome  refrefhment  when  we  came 
to  the  river,  and  went  about  half  a  mile  to  the  eaft  of  Tortura,  nor  defigning  to  flop 
there ;  but  when  we  were  oppofite  to  that  place,  the  fhiek  fent  out  his  people  to  call 
after  us,  and  we  found  that  we  muft  go  and  dine  with  him,  for  if  we  had  not,  he 
would  have  taken  it  as  a  very  great  affront,  efpecially  as  he  had  prepared  a  dinner  for 
us,  which  cl lie Hy  confifled  of  pilaw,  with  fomefaall  pieces  of  boiled  and  roall  mutton 
in  it ;  and  being  entertained  with  coffee,  we  went  on  to  caftle  Pellegriuo  ;  the  next 
day  we  dined  at  the  Latin  convent  on  Mount  Carmcl,  and  the  wind  being  fair,  I  took 
a  boat,  and  crofTed  over  the  bay  to  Acre. 

CiiAP.  XVI.  —  Of  Scpbor,  Nazareth,  Mount  Tabor,  and  the  plain  of  Efdraelon. 

1  SET  out  from  Acre,  in  order  to  go  to  Nazareth,  on  the  eighth  of  May,  in  the 
afternoon ;  having  two  Chriffians,  natives  of  Nazareth,  to  guard  me,  as  I  had  in  the 
journey  to  Csefarea.  We  went  eaftward  through  the  plain  of  Acre,  and  to  the  fouth 
of  a  fmall  round  hill,  which  lies  north  of  the  further  end  of  the  bay ;  the  afcent  is 
iteep,  and  there  is  a  well  at  the  foot  of  it.  Bethedem  might  be  fituated  here,  which 
is  mentioned  by  St.  Jerom  among  the  places  of  Paleftine,  as  eight  miles  to  tlie  eaft  of 
Acre,  though  it  is  not  fo  far  from  that  city.  To  the  eaft  of  the  bay  is  a  low  round 
hill,  called  Dhouk;  I  faw  fome  walls  on  it,  within  which,  they  told  me,  they  kept 
their  oxen  in  the  ploughing  feafon.  Mifheal  **,  or  Maflia!  ff,  of  the  Levites,  is  men- 
tioned in  fcripture  to  be  in  the  tribe  of  Aflier,  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Carmel  > 
it  is  likewife  fpoken  of  by  faint  Jerom,  as  near  that  mountain  and  the  fea,  and  poflibly 
it  might  be  on  this  hill.  The  plain  towards  the  eaft  is  called  the  country  of  Saphet, 
being  a  jurifdiction  under  a  city  of  the  fame  name ;  it  is  an  exceeding  rich  plain,'  but 

♦  Aas,  X.  24.  f  Aas,  xxi.  8.  X  A&i,  xxvi,  ij  A^s,  xxi.  10. 

%  A€li,  IX.  30.  xviii.  22.  •»  Jofbua,  xix.  26.  f  f  i  Chron.  vi.  74, 
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almofl  impafliible  after  rain,  nor  is  it  eafy  to  ride  through  it  in  dry  weather,  except  in 
the  high  road,  on  account  of  the  clefts  which  are  mdde  in  the  earth  by  th.e  heats. 
There  are  a  great  number  of  wild  boars  here.  I  obferved,  that  the  plain  was  well 
cultivated  with  corn  and  cotton  ;  they  fow  the  latter  in  the  beginning  of  May,  and  turn 
up  the  ground  fo  lightly,  that  I  faw  the  Italks  of  the  lad  year's  cotton  remaining  ;  for 
here  the  cotton  is  annual  ;  whereas  in  upper  Egypt  and  in  America,  they  cultivate  the 
perennial  cotton,  which  I  faw  in  bloflbm  about  Efne  in  upper  Egypt,  at  the  beginning 
of  February,  but  here  it  is  not  ripe  till  September  ;  fo  that  it  nmfl  be  a  plant  that 
thrives  in  a  dry  feafon.  We  came  to  a  well  at  the  foot  of  a  hill,  on  which  there  is  a 
village  called  Perc  ;  the  oxen  raife  the  water  by  a  bucket  and  rope,  without  a  wheel, 
and  fo  by  driving  them  from  the  well,  the  bucket  is  drawn  up  ;  the  women  carry  the 
water  in  earthen  jars  up  the  hill  to  water  the  plantations  of  tobacco.  They  told  me, 
there  was  a  village  called  Damora,  to  the  north  ;  and  beyond  It  is  Swamor  and  Bcrroe  ; 
and  weft  of  it  a  mountain  called  Talkizon  ;  we  went  up  the  hill  by  Pere  ;  beyond  it  is 
Ethphahani ;  we  then  defcended  into  a  valley,  which  joins  the  great  plain  to  the  fouth 
weft,  and  foon  afcended  another  hill ;  and  having  travelled  about  two  miles,  we  came 
to  the  village  of  Abylene.  Though  there  were  feveral  places  of  the  fame  name,  yet 
I  do  not  find  any  iu  this  country  that  was  fo  antiently  called.  Here  one  of  the  great 
flieiks  refides,  who  would  have  prepared  a  collation  for  us,  and  afked  us  to  ftay  all 
night,  but  we  only  took  coffee,  and  he  fent  a  man  with  us.  I  obferved  many  cifterns 
on  the  hill ;  and  we  defcended  into  the  pleafant  narrow  vale  of  Abylene,  having  low 
hills  on  each  fide  covered  with  trees,  chiefly  the  Caroubi ;  and  a  fort  of  oak  with  large 
whitifli  loaves,  but  I  am  doubtful  whether  it  was  ever-green  or  not ;  and  fome  other' 
trees  not  known  in  Europe. 

Having  travelled  about  three  miles,  we  came  into  the  fine  plain  or  valley  of  Zabulon, 
called  Zaal-IIatour  ;  I  fuppofe  about  Pere  we  entered  into  the  tribe  of  Zabulon,  which 
was  bounded  by  the  river  Kifhon  to  the  fouth,  by  the  fea  of  Tiberias  to  the  eaft,  and  on 
the  north  by  a  line  from  the  north  end  of  that  lake  to  the  tribe  of  Afher  ;  and  probably 
it  extended  to  the  eaft  end  of  the  bay  of  Acre,  as  it  is  mentioned  to  be  at  the  haven  of 
tJie  fea,  and  as  an  hi'.rbour  of  fliips  *;  and  the  tribe  of  Afher  might,  notwithlbnding,  be 
both  to  the  north  and  fouth  of  this  bay  ;  the  hills  eaft  of  the  plains  of  Acre  and  Tyre, 
feem  to  have  been  the  bounds  between  Zabulon  and  Afher.  Both  this  tribe,  and 
Afher,  and  all  that  country  weft  of  tiie  fea  of  Tiberias,  and  of  the  river  Jordan,  which 
is  to  the  north  of  Carmel,  is  thought  to  have  been  Galilee.  This  plain,  I  conjeQurc, . 
is  about  three  miles  broad  and  ten  long,  extending  to  the  plain  of  EtUraelon,  being  a 
fine  fruitful  fpot,  and  all  covered  with  corn:  We  palfed  to  the  left  of  a  beautiful  hill, 
wliich  had  a  village  on  it  called  Bedoui ;  pofTibly  the  town  of  Zabulon  might  be  fitualed 
on  this  hill,  being  fpoken  of  as  a  ftrong  place  f  ;  or  it  might  be  on  the  hill,  which 
I  fliall  mention,  to  the  fouth.  At  the  foot  of  the  hill  is  what  the  monks  call  the  well 
of  Z.ibulon  ;  the  wi.'er  is  drawn  by  boys  in  leathern  buckets,  and  carried  m  jars  up  the 
hill  on  women's  heads.  On  the  eaft  fide  of  the  plain  is  <he  village  Roinani,  probably 
fo  Celled  fiOiU  the  pomegranates  that  may  grow  there  J  ;  and  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
vale  is  Ganaor  Kana,  which  I  fhall  have  occafion  to  mention;  and  Der  Hanan  is  to  ■ 
the  north  weft,  at  ioiiie  diftance  among  the  hills.  They  fay  it  is  now  only  a  caftle ; 
but  from  the  name  it  feenis  lo  have  been  formerly  dedicated  to  faint  John.  When  we 
were  towards  the  eaft  fide  of  the  plain,  the  man  fent  by  the  ftieik  cf  Abylene  faid  he 
faw  two  horfemen  to  the  fouth,  under  a  lull  which  ftretchcs  fout'iwards  in  tlie  plain; 

•  Gen.  xl;>:.  13.       f  <^fi:p!ii  1  Dc  bcllo  Jiidaico,  ii.  37.       %  Romaiii  figniiies  ^^omrgracates  in  Arabic. 
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he  rode  towards  thf  place,  but  could  fee  nobody,  on  which  he  returned  ;  foon  after, 
they  faid  they  faw  about  ten  men  riding  fwihly  tovvardvS  us,  and  as  many  coming  full 
fpeed  down  the  hill ;  my  fervant  faid  the  fame,  though  I  did  not  fee  them,  which 
polTibly  might  be  owing  to  the  height  of  the  (landing  corn,  for  the  corn  was  not  then 
cut  :  a  panic  feized  us  all,  not  without  reafon,  if  they  were  fo  numerous,  and  we 
rode  as  fafl  as  pofllbly  we  could  until  we  got  to  the  foot  of  the  hill  that  leads  up  to 
Sephoury. 

We  afcended  the  high  hill  on  which  the  antient  city  of  Sephor  or  Sephoris  flood, 
the  ftrongeil  of  all  this  country  ;  it  was  made  the  capital  of  Galilee  ;  an  honour  which 
before  was  enjoyed  by  Tiberias.  This  place  was  alfo  called  Dioca^farea.  One  of  the 
five  judicatures  of  I'aleiline  was  held  at  it ;  the  others  being  at  Jerufalem,  Jericho, 
Gadara,  and  Amathus.  This  town  was  fortified  by  Herod,  but  upon  fome  infurreftion 
«f  the  Jews  it  was  deftroyed  in  the  time  of  Conftantius.  There  is  a  caille  on  the  top 
ot  the  hill,  with  a  fine  tower  of  hewn  (lone  ;  and  near  half  a  mile  below  it  is  the  village 
of  Sephoury,  called  by  the  Chriifians  Saint  Anna,  becaufe  they  have  a  tradition,  that 
Joachim  and  Anna,  the  parents  of  the  bleiied  virgin,  lived  here,  and  that  their  houfe 
was  on  the  fpot  where  there  are  ruins  of  a  church,  with  fome  fragments  of  pillars  of 
grey  griinite  about  it.  Here  the  Greeks  have  a  fmall  chapel,  and  there  are  feveral 
broken  ftone  coffins  about  the  village. 

As  it  was  not  thought  fafe  to  go  further,  the  Greek  pried  invited  us  to  his  houfe; 
but  rt  was  proper  we  fliould  be  with  the  ftieik,  who  made  us  a  fire  in  a  ruined  Mocot, 
and  lent  us  boiled  milk,  eggs,  and  coifee,  and  we  were  obliged  to  lodge  in  a  very 
bad  place. 

The  next  morning,  the  ninth,  we  fet  out  for  Nazareth  :  About  a  mile  to  the  fouth 
eafl  is  the  fine  fountain  of  Sephoury,  which  probably  is  the  fountain  of  this  name, 
where  the  kings  of  Jerufalem,  during  the  holy  war,  encamped  their  armies,  on 
account  of  the  great  plenty  of  water  and  herbage  that  there  is  about  this  place  ;  and  it 
is  particularly  mentioned  in  the  account  of  the  fiege  of  Acre.  We  went  through 
a  fmall  plain  or  valley  which  flretchcs  to  the  north  eall,  and  faw  a  place  called  Reineh  : 
we  alcended  a  hill,  and  foon  after  came  into  the  high  road  to  Nazareth,  from  the 
north ;  and  turning  to  the  fouth,  we  went  down  a  rocky  hill  to  Nazareth,  which  is 
fuuated  on  the  eafl  fide  of  a  low  ridge  of  hills  that  run  to  the  fouth  ;  there  being  another 
lo  the  call  of  it  in  the  fame  direclion,  and  a  very  narrow  valley  between  them  ;  all  the 
hills  are  of  a  foft  white  flone. 

The  Ladn  fathers  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre  have  a  large  well  built  convent  and  church 
here,^  where  I  abode  during  my  flay  in  this  place.  Near  the  prefent  church  are  fome 
remains  of  a  much  larger,  which  feems  by  the  architecture  to  be  of  the  time  of  the 
emprcfs  Helena  ;  for  there  remain  feveral  capitals,  and  bafes  of  pillars,  and  other  pieces 
of  imtient  work,  in  a  tolerable  good  tafle  ;  and  over  a  door  there  is  an  old  alt-relief  of 
Judith  cutting  off  the  head  of  Holofernes.  The  church  is  faid  to  be  built  over  the 
place  where  the  houfe  of  Jofeph  and  Mary  flood,  and  they  fhew  the  fpot,  from  which, 
they  fay,  the  holy  houfe  of  Loretto  was  removed  ;  there  is  a  defcent  to  it  by  Heps,  and 
within  it  there  is  a  grot  cut  out  of  the  foft  rock,  to  which,  it  is  faid,  the  houfe  adjoined, 
fo  that  the  grotto  was  part  of  their  habitation.  The  great  church  built  over  the  houfe 
of  Joleph  is  mentioned  by  the  writers  of  the  feventh  and  twelfth  century.  To  the  north 
of  the  convent  are  ruins  of  a  fmall  church,  which,  it  is  faid,  was  on  the  fpot  where 
Jofeph  had  lis  houfe,  jirobably  apart  from  the  women,  according  to  the  caft em  cuHom, 
where  they  fuppofe  he  exercifed  his  trade :  to  the  welt  of  this  there  is  a  fmall  arched 
building,  which,  they  fay,  is  the  fynagogue  where  Chrift  explained  the  text  of  Ifalah 
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concerning  himfelf,  by  which  he  gave  fuch  great  offence  to  his  countrymen  *.  And 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  hill  to  the  weft,  they  fhew  a  large  rock  in  a  quarry,  on  which 
they  affirm  that  Chrift  eat  with  his  difciples. 

About  a  furlong  to  the  north  of  the  village  is  a  fountain,  over  which  there  is  an  arch 
turned  ;  it  runs  into  a  beautiful  marble  vafe,  that  fcems  to  have  been  a  tomb.  Beyond 
it  is  a  Greek,  church  under  ground,  where  the  Greeks  fay,  the  angel  Gabriel  firfl 
faluted  the  blefled  virgin  ;  there  is  a  fountain  in  it,  and  formerly  there  was  a  church 
built  over  it  f. 

We  went  two  miles  fouth  to  the  mountain  of  the  precipice,  winding  round  to  a  part 
of  the  valley,  which  is  very  narrow,  having  high  hills  on  each  fide  of  it.  To  the  weft 
is  the  mountain  of  the  precipice,  which  is  towards  the  fouth  end  of  a  fteep  and  rocky 
ridge  of  hills.  We  afccnded  about  a  quarter  of  the  way  up  the  hill,  where  there  is  an 
altar  cut  in  the  rock,  with  an  arch  over  it,  and  fome  remains  of  a  Mofaic  pavement ; 
there  are  two  cifterns  near  it ;  the  monks  come  here  fometimes  to  celebrate  mafs. 
About  forty  feet  higher  is  the  place  from  which,  they  fay,  the  Jews  would  have 
thrown  our  Saviour  down+  .  There  are  two  high  ftones  at  the  edge  of  the  rock,  like 
a  parapet  wall,  where  they  fliew,  what  they  fay  are  the  prints  of  Chrift's  hands  and 
feet,  when  he  refifted  the  violence  they  ufed  againft  him.  We  afcended  to  the  top  of 
the  hill,  which  is  fo  covered  with  great  loofe  pieces  of  rock,  that  it  was  difficult  to 
defcend  into  the  valley  to  the  north  eaft,  in  which  we  returned  ;  and  winding  round  in 
the  vale  to  the  weft,  came  to  Beer-Emir  [The  Well  of  the  Prince],  where  I  faw  an 
ancient  marble  cofhn,  adorned  with  a  relief  of  three  feftoons. 

We  went  up  the  hill  on  the  fouth,  to  a  village  called  Jaffa,  which  is  to  the  weft  of 
the  precipice.  Beyond  the  village  there  is  an  altar  to  St.  John  the  Evangelift,  where, 
they  fay,  the  houfe  of  Zebedee  flood,  who  was  the  father  of  James  and  John,  and 
here  the  monks  celebrate  on  St.  John's  day.  From  this  place  I  had  a  fine  view  of  the 
weft  part  of  the  vale  of  Efilraelon,  which  extends  to  Mount  Carmel.  The  fheik  of 
tile  village  entertained  us  with  fried  eggs,  four  milk,  and  coffee.  We  returned  by- 
the  Prince's  Well,  and  going  near  a  mile  further  towards  Nazareth,  we  afcended  a 
hill  to  the  eaft,  on  which  there  are  the  ruins  of  a  church,  called  Our  Lady  of  Fear, 
becaufe,  they  fay,  the  blefled  Virgin  followed  Chrift  fo  far,  when  they  were  leading 
him  away,  to  throw  him  down  the  precipice. 

On  the  tenth,  we  left  Nazareth,  very  early  in  the  morning,  to  go  eaftward  to  Mount 
Tabor,  called  by  the  people  Jebel  Tour  ;   and  travelling  two  hours  between  low  hills,  we 
came  into  the  plain  of  Efdraclon ;  the  mount  is  on  the  weft  fide  of  it,  andabout  two  leagues 
diftant  from  Nazareth  ;  it  is  one  of. the  fineft  hills  I  ever  beheld,  being  a  rich  foil,  that 
produces  excellent  herbage,  and  is  moft  beautifully  adorned  with  groves  and  clumps  of 
trees.     The  afcent  is  fo  eaf'y,  that  we  rode  up  the  north  fide  by  a  winding  road.    Some 
authors  mention  it  as  near  four  miles  high,  others  as  about  two  ;  the  latter  may  be  true,  as. 
to  the  winding  afcent  up  the  hill ;   this  mountain  is  fituatcd  in  the  great  plain  of  Eidrae- 
lon  ;  the  top  of  it,  which  is  about  half  a  mile  long,  and  near  a  quarter  of  a  mile  broad, 
is  encompaffed  with   a  wall,  which  Jofephus  built  in  forty  days;  there  was  alio  a  wall 
along  the  middle  of  it,  which  divided  the  fouth  part,  on  which  the  city  ftood,  from  the 
north  part,  which   is  lower,  and  is  called  the  Meidan,  or  place,  being  probably  ufed 
for  extrcifes  when  there  was  a  city  here,  which  Jofephus  mentions  by  the  name  of 
Ataburion  ;  within  the  outer  wall,  on  the  north  fide,  are  feveral  deep  fofl'es,  out  of  which, 
it  is  probable,  the  ftones  were  dug  to  build  the  walls  ;  and  tiiefe  folVes  fcem  to  have  an- 

*  St.  Luke,  iv,  f  See  Rclaiid,  under  Nazareth.  ^  Luke,  iv.  39. 
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fwcrci!  the  cjiJ  of  cill:ern<;,  to  preferve  the  rain  water,  and  wore  alfo  fome  defence  to 
tlie  city.  There  are  likewife  a  great  nuniber  of  cllcerns  under  ground,  for  prefervinfj; 
the  raiii  water  ;  to  tiic  foutli,  where  the  afcent  to  the  hill,  or  approach  to  the  walls 
was  mofl  cafy,  tliore  are  foifcs  cut  on  the  outfide  to  render  the  accefs  more  dillicult. 
Some  of  the  gat<s  alio  of  the  city  remain,  as  Babel  Houah  [The  Gate  of  the  WindsJ 
to  the  weH:,  and  Babcl-Kubbe  |  The  Arched  Gate],  which  is  a  fmall  one  to  the  fouth. 
Antiochus,  king  of  Syria,  took  the  fortrefs  on  the  top  of  this  hill  ;  Vcfpafian  alfu 
cot  polTcirion  of  it,  and,  after  that,  Jofephus  fortified  it  with  ftrong  walls ;  but  what 
has  made  it  more  famous  than  any  thing  elfe,  is  the  common  opinion  from  the  time 
of  St.  Jcrom,  that  the  transfiguration  of  our  Saviour  was  on  this  mountain,  when  Mofes 
and  Ellas  appeared  as  talking  to  him  in  the  prefence  of  Peter,  James,  and  John  *. 

On  the  eall  part  of  the  hill  are  the  remains  of  a  ftrong  cafUe,  and  within  the  pre- 
cinct of  it  is  the  gror,  in  which  there  are  three  altars,  in  memory  of  the  three  taber- 
nacles,  which  St.  Peter  propofed  to  build  ;  and  where  the  Latin  fathers  always  celebrate 
on  the  day  of  the  transfiguration.  It  is  faid,  there  was  a  magnificent  church  built  here 
by  St.  Helena,  which  was  a  cathedral  when  this  town  was  made  a  bifhop's  fee.  Some 
late  authors  have  thought,  that  this  was  not  the  place  of  the  transfiguration ; 
but  as  the  tradition  has  been  fo  univcrfal,  their  opinion  is  generally  exploded.  There 
was  formerly  a  convent  of  Bencdidine  monks  here ;  and  on  another  part  of  the  hill 
a  monaftery  of  Bafilians,  where  the  Greeks  have  an  alt;u-,  and  perform  their  divine 
fervice  on  the  feftival  of  the  transfiguration  ;  on  the  fide  of  the  hill,  they  fhew  a 
church  in  a  grot,  where,  they  fay,  Chrifl  charged  his  difciples  not  to  tell  what  things 
they  had  feen  till  he  was  glorified. 

I\Iount  Tabor  is  not  only  a  mofl  beautiful  hill  in  itfelf,  but  alfo  commands  a  very 
glorious  profpcft,  efpecially  of  many  places  famous  in  facred  writ ;  as,  to  the  fouth, 
of  the  mountains  of  Samaria,  and  the  hills  of  Engaddi ;  to  the  eaft,  what  they  call 
the  hill  of  Hermon,  and,  at  the  foot  of  it,  Nain  and  Endor,  and,  north  eaft  of  that, 
the  mountains  of  Gilbo?,  fo  fatal  to  the  family  of  Saul.  As  to  Hermon,  a  mountain 
of  that  name  is  mentioned  by  St.  Jerom  f  in  this  part  ;  but  it  may  be  very  much  doubted, 
whether  this  is  really  the  hill  that  is  meant  in  fcripture,  for  the  reafons  I  fliall  hereafter 
give.  At  the  fouth-weft  corner  of  the  plain  one  fees  Mount  Carmel  ;  to  the  north,  the 
mount  on  which  our  Saviour  delivered  his  fermon  to  the  people,  and,  near  it,  the  place 
where  he  blefled,  and  miraculoufly  diftributed  the  loaves  to  the  multitudes.  The  fea 
of  Tiberias  is  likewife  feen  from  this  height  ;  and  to  the  north  weft  of  it,  Sapet,  on 
a  very  high  mountain ;  to  the  north  of  which,  a  much  higher  is  feen,  called  Gebel- 
Sheik,  which  feems  to  be  Hermon,  and  is  always  covered  with  fnow  ;  at  the  foot  of 
it  the  river  Jordan  rifes,  a  little  more  than  a  day's  journey  diftant  from  Damai'cus. 

At  the  foot  of  Mount  Tabor,  to  the  weft,  on  a  rifing  ground,  there  is  a  village 
called  Debourah,  probably  the  fame  that  is  mentioned  in  fcripture  |  on  the  borders  of 
the  tribes  of  Zabulon  and  IfTachar.  There  is  likewife  a  ruined  church  at  that  place, 
■where,  it  is  faid,  Chrift  left  the  reft  of  the  difciples  before  his  transfiguration.  Any 
one  who  examines  the  fourth  chapter  of  Judges,  may  fee  that  this  is  probably  the  fpot 
where  Barak  and  Deborah  met  at  Mount  Tabor  with  their  forces,  and  went  to  purfue 
Sifera  ;  and,  on  this  account,  it  might  have  its  name  from  that  great  prophetefs,  who 
then  judged  and  governed  Ifrael ;  for  Jofephus  §  relates,  that  Deborah  and  Barak  ga- 
ihered  the  army  together  at  this  mountain  ||. 

•  Mstt.  x»u.     Lakeix.     Mark  ix.  tEpiftola44.     Paul*  ad  Marcellam.  JJof.xix.  ii. 
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I  returned  from  Mount  Tabor,  going  to  the  fouth  through  the  plain  of  Efdraelon, 
and  came  to  the  village  of  Zal,  which  is  about  three  miles  from  Tabor,  fituated  on  a 
rocky  ground,  rifingj  a  little  above  the  plain ;  near  it  there  are  many  fepulchres  cut 
in  the  rock  ;  fome  of  them  are  like  ftone  coffins  above  ground ;  others  are  cut  into 
the  rock,  like  graves  ;  fome  of  them  having  ftone  covers  over  them  ;  fo-that  formerly 
this  might  be  no  inconfiderable  place ;  and  perhaps  it  was  Xalod  [Hax uV]  mentioned 
by  Jofcphus,  in  the  great  plain,  as  the  bounds  of  lower  Galilee  to  the  fouth.  Turning 
weft,  I  pafled  near  the  mountain  of  the  precipice  already  defcribed,  and  afcending  the 
hills  near  Jaffa,  returned  to  Nazareth. 

Chap,  XVII.— 0/  Cana  in  Galilee,  the  Mount  of  Beatitudes,  Bethfaida,  the  town  and 
feaof  Tiber i a?,  and,  fome  places  near  them. 

I  SET  out  from  Nazareth  on  the  twenty-fecond  of  May,  and  went  northward  to  Me- 
fiied,  which,  the  Turks  fay,  is  the  country  of  Jonah  ;  they  alfo  fliewed  me  a  niche  in  a 
mofque,  where  it  is  faid  his  fepulchre  was.  St.  Jerom,  in  his  preface  to  the  book  of 
Jonah,  mentions  Geth,  two  miles  from  Saphorim,  in  the  way  to  Tiberias,  which  :s 
fuppofed  to  be  Gittah  Hepher,  mentioned  in  fcripture  as  the  bounds  of  the  tribe  of 
Zabulon  ;  and  fays,  it  was  the  country  of  Jonah,  and  the  place  where  they  ftiewed  his 
fepulchre  ;  now  this  village  is  about  three  miles  from  Sepphoreh  ;  fo  that  probably  the 
name  of  it  is  changed  fince  his  time.  But  there  are  fome  who  mention  Kirjath  Jea- 
rlm,  or  Kirjath  Maura,  near  Azotus,  as  the  country  of  this  prophet  *.  The  ftieik 
hearing  that  I  belonged  to  the  Englifli  conful,  brought  us  a  collation  of  fried  eggs, 
four  milk,  and  coffee. 

About  two  miles  further  is  Kepher  Kenna,  where  the  Latins  fay  our  Saviour 
wrought  his  firft  miracle  of  turning  water  into  wine,  at  the  marriage  of  Cana  f.  On 
the  fouth  fide  of  the  village  is  a  fountain,  out  of  which,  they  fay,  the  water  was  taken 
that  was  turned  into  wine  ;  and  near  it  are  the  ruins  of  a  church  dedicated  to  St.  Bar- 
tholomew, and  faid  to  have  been  his  houfe.  In  the  village  there  is  a  large  ruined 
l:)Uilding,  the  walls  of  which  are  almoft  entire  ;  whether  it  was  a  houfe  or  church  I 
could  not  well  judge  ;  but  they  fay,  that  the  houfe  of  the  marriage  was  on  this  fpot ; 
near  it  is  a  large  new  Greek  church  ;  it  is  certain  this  fituation  fo  near  Nazareth,  makes  it 
very  probable,  that  it  was  the  place  where  this  miracle  was  wrought ;  but  the  Greeks 
have  a  tradition  that  it  was  at  Gana,  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  plain  of  Zabulon,  about 
three  or  four  miles  north-weft  of  Sepphoreh  ;  and  it  is  very  extraordinary  they  fhould 
allow,  that  the  water  was  carried  from  this  fountain,  which  is  at  the  diftance  of  four  or 
five  miles  from  it.  Whichever  was  the  place,  it  feemed  to  be  a  matter  unfettled  about 
the  beginning  of  the  laft  century,  when  a  writer  |  on  the  holy  land  endeavoured  to 
fix  It  here,  as  the.  moft  probable  place,  though  Adrichomius  feems  to  give  fuch  a  de- 
icnption  of  it  from  fcveral  authors,  as  would  incline  to  think  that  it"  was  the  other 
Kana.  About  three  miles  further  is  the  fpot  where  they  fay  the  difciplcs  plucked  the 
ears  of  corn,  as  they  went  through  the  fields  on  a  fabbath  day  §. 

Twelve  miles  north  nortii  eaft  from  Nazareth,  we  came  to  the  mount  of  Beatitudes, 
where  our  Saviour  delivered  his  remarkable  fermon  ||  ;  it  is  about  ten  miles  north 
of  Mount  Tabor.  From  the  plain  to  the  fouth  it  appears  like  a  long  low  hill,  with  a 
mount  at  the  eaft  and  weft  end,  from  which  it  feems  to  have  the  name  of  Kern-el- 

♦  Epiphaniuspeviti»prophetarum.  p.  246.  fJohniii-  J  Quarefmim.  6  Matt  xii    i 

Mark,  II.   23.     Luke,  ti.   i.  ||    Matt.  v. 

^<'^-^-  3N  Hutin 


^rg  DOCTOR    POCOCKe's   TRAVELS 

Rutin  [The  horns  of  Hutin]  the  village  of  Rutin  being  under  it.  At  the  firft  fight 
the  whole  hill  appears  to  be  rocky  and  uneven,  but  the  eaftern  mount  is  a  level  furface 
covered  with  fine  herbage  ;  and  here,  they  fay,  it  was  that  thofe  blefllngs  proceeded  • 
out  of  the  moutli  of  the  Redeemer  of  mankind  ;  the  mount  is  ninety  paces  long,  and 
fixty  wide.  About  the  middle  of  this  eallern  mount  are  the  foundations  of  a  fmall 
church  twenty-two  feet  fquare,  on  a  ground  a  little  elevated,  which  probably  is  the 
place  where  they  fuppofed  our  Saviour  was  when  he  fpakc  to  his  difciples.  To  the  weft  of 
it  there  is  a  ciilcrn  under  ground,  which  might  ferve  for  the  ufe  of  thofe  who  had  the  care 
of  the  church.  About  two  miles  to  the  eaft,  near  the  brow  of  this  high  ground  which 
runs  to  the  fea  of  Tiberias,  there  are  feveral  large  black  ftones  ;  two  of  them  ftand 
together,  and  are  larger  than  the  reft  ;  and,  it  is  faid,  Chrift  blefled  the  loaves  on 
them,  when  he  fed  the  five  thoufand,  whom  he  made  to  fit  down  on  the  grafs  *. 

The  hills  called  Kern-el-Rutin,  though  they  tippear  low  to  the  fouth,  yet  are 
very  high  with  regard  to  the  plain  of  Rutin,  which  is  to  the  north  of  them  ;  to  whicji 
I  defcendcd,  and  went  to  the  village  of  Rutin,  which  lies  at  the  foot  of  the  moimtain 
of  Beatitudes,  to  the  weft.  This  place  is  famous  for  fome  pleafant  gardens  of  lemou 
and  orange  trees ;  and  here  the  Turks  havg  a  mofque,  to  which  they  pay  great  vene- 
ration, having,  as  they  fay,  a  great  flieik  buried  there,  whom  they  call  Sede  Ifliab, 
who,  according  to  tradition,  (as  a  very  learned  Jew  aflured  me),  is  Jethro,  the  father- 
in-law  of  Mofes. 

Two  miles  north  eaft  of  Rutin,  and  north  of  the  plain  of  Rutin,  is  a  narrow  pafs 
called  Waad  Rymam  [The  valley  of  doves],  which  is  a  defcent  between  two  rocky 
mountains  into  the  plain  of  Gennefareth,  which  is  weftward  of  the  middle  part  of  the 
fea  ot  Tiberias.  Thefe  mountains  are  full  of  fepulchral  grots,  which  probably  belonged 
to  the  towns  and  villages  near ;  on  the  north  fide  of  the  hill,  over  the  plain  of  Gen- 
nefareth, there  is  a  fortrefs  cut  into  the  perpendicular  rock  a  confiderable  height, ,  with 
a  great  number  of  apartrncnts  ;  the  afcent  to  which  is  very  fteep  ;  it  is  faid  by  fome  to 
be  the  work,  or  at  leaft  the  improvement  of  Feckerdine.  The  reafon  of  my  mentioning 
this  pafs  fo  particularly  is,  becaufe  fouth  of  it  in  the  plain  of  Rutin,  and  about  two  miles 
weft  of  the  fea  of  Tiberias,  are  the  ruins  of  a  town,  or  la.'-ge  village,  which  is  now 
called  Baitfida,  and  muft  have  been  the  ancient  Bethfaida  of  Galilee,  fo  often  ncen- 
tioned  in  the  gofpel.  I  cannot  find  that  this  has  been  yet  thoroughly  fettled  by  any 
authors  ;  and  the  writers  on  ancient  geography  finding  there  was  a  Bethfaida  eaft  of 
the  fea  of  Tiberias,  or  of  Jordan,  in  Gaulonitis,  have  very  much  doubted  whether  there 
was  another  to  the  weft  of  that  fea,  and  confequently  have  concluded,  that  our  Saviour 
Ipoke  ot  that  on  the  eaft  ;  but  as  the  town  on  the  eaft  had  its  name  changed  to  Julias  > 
by  Philip  the  Tetrarch,  before  our  Saviour  frequented  thofe  parts,  it  may  eafily  be  con- 
cluded, that  the  eaftern  place  was  never  intended,  but  always  this  town,  which  is  in 

•  From  the  hill  Kcrn-el-Hutin,  I  had  a  view  of  the  country  round  about ;  to  the  fouth  weft  I  faw  Jebel- 
fcjar,  extending  to  Sephor ;  Elmiham  was  mentioned  to  the  fouth  of  it :  I  faw  the  tops  of  '.'armel,  then 
Jel>el  Turan,  near  the  plain  of  Zabulon,  which  extends  to  Jebel  Hutin.  Beginning  at  the  north  weftj 
and  going  to  the  north  cad,  I  faw  Jcbel  Igermick,  about  which  they  named  to  me  thefe  places,  Sekcneen, 
Elbany,  Sejaour,  Nah,  Ramch,  Mogor,  Orady.-Trenon,  Kobrefiad  ;  and  further  catt,  on  other  hills, 
Mcironi,  Tokin  on  a  hill,  and  Nouefy  ;  and  directly  north  of  Hutin  is  Saphet  ;  and  to  the  eaft  of  the  hill 
en  \\hkh  that  city  ftands,  Kan  Tehar  and  Kan  Eminie  were  mentioned  ;  and  to  the  north  of  the  fea  of  Ti- 
berias I  faw  Jcbel  efheik.  From  Mount  Tabor,  Ouadclmedy  was  pointed  out  to  the  north  weft  ;  Kan- 
Jcuna-Jear,  in  the  middle  of  the  plain  to  the  north,  from  which  that  part  of  the  plain  is  called  Zaal-EI- 
Rane  ;  Kuphro  and  Sept  were  mentioned  towards  the  north-eaft.  On  the  eaft  fide,  north  of  Gilboa,  they 
ftiewed  Kouphrokameh,  Eflcaharah,  Merlhah,  Ouad-Elbcrry,  Meador,  Elhadely,  Rounem,  Syren,  and  on 
a  hill  Koukcbel-Houah,  and  the  river  Jaulouc  was  mentioned  ;  to  the  fouth  are  Tiby,  Tamerah,  Kou- 
profde-Mefr,  and  Naourah,  near  Mount  Hermon. 
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Galilee  ;  and  though  it  be  two  miles  diflant  from  the  fea  or  lake,  yet  It  may  be  faid, 
without  any  impropriety,  to  be  by  the  fea  of  Tiberias  ;  there  are  ruins  of  a  large  ciftern, 
and  other  buildings  here,  and  particularly  great  remains  of  a  church,  and  of  a  very 
fine  worked  door  cafe  to  it  of  white  marble,  and  fome  columns. 

Three  miles  to  the  eafl  fouth  eafl:  is  the  town  of  Tiberias,  fituated  on  the  fea  of  that 
name,  at  the  north  end  of  a  narrow  plain,  that  runs  along  by  the  fea  of  Tiberias,  and 
extends  farther  fouth  by  the  river  Jordan,  being  about  "half  a  mile  broad.  The  town 
has  indifferent  walls  on  three  fides,  on  the  fourth  it  is  open  to  the  lake,  and  is  three 
quarters  of  a  mile  in  circumference,  being  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  length,  and  half  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  broad ;  there  are  remains  of  a  very  large  caftle  in  it,  and  the  fheik 
has  lately  built  one  on  the  hill  north  of  it  ;  excepting  that  it  is  encompafled  with  a  wall, 
this  town  is  like  a  village  ;  the  few  houfes  in  it  being  not  built  contiguous.  At  the 
north-eafl  corner  of  the  town  there  is  an  oblong  fquare  church,  arched  over,  and  de- 
dicated to  St.  Peter ;  it  is  mentioned  by  ancient  authors,  and  faid  by  fome  to  be  on  the 
fpot  where  the  houfe  of  St.  Peter  was.  The  Latin  fathers  come  to  it  from  Nazareth 
every  year,  to  celebrate  on  the  day  of  his  feflival.  As  to  the  old  city,  faid  to  be  built 
by  Herod,  and  named  in  honour  of  Tiberias,  it  is  not  known,  whether  there  was  any 
town  here  before  that  time,  or  if  there  was,  what  name  it  bore  ;  though  fome  falfely 
think  the  town  of  Kenereth  was  here,  which  was  in  Napthali ;  whereas  1'iberias  was 
in  the  tribe  of  Zabulon  ;  it  is  faid  by  fome  to  have  been  built  by  Tiberius  himfelf. 
The  town  extended  about  half  a  mile  further  to  the  fouth  than  the  prefent  enclofure  ; 
where  there  are  a  great  number  of  confufed  ruins,  and  i  obferved,  that  the  fuburbs 
extended  flill  further  fouth.  Near  the  prefent  town  there  are  ruins  of  a  church,  and 
further  fome  figns  of  a  large  fquare  building,  about  which  there  lie  feveral  pillars, 
which  might  be  the  houfe  of  the  government ;  this  having  been  the  head  city  of  Ga- 
lilee, till  that  dignity  was  afterwards  conferred  on  Sepporeh,  as  above  mentioned.  Juf- 
tinian  repaired  the  walls  of  the  old  city. 

When  Jerufalem  was  deftroyed,  the  Jewifli  rabbins  came  and  lived  here  till  the 
eleventh  century  ;  and  at  this  time,  when  they  were  digging  for  (lone  on  the  north  fide 
of  the  town,  in  order  to  build  the  caftle,  they  found  a  great  number  of  fcpulchrcs  made 
under  ground,  in  which  they  faid,  the  Jews  were  buried  ;  but  whether  they  arc  of  fo 
great  antiquity,  or  no,  1  will  not  venture  to  aflirm  ;  for  the  Jews  have  left  the  place  above 
eight  hundred  years.  Over  the  gate  way  that  leads  from  the  fheik's  houfe  to  this  lake, 
there  is  one  fide  of  a  ftone  coffin,  adorned  with  reliefs  ;  it  has  a  crown  of  flowers  in 
the  middle,  with  a  bull,  or  fome  other  animal,  within  it  ;  on  each  lide  of  it  there  is  a 
feftoon,  one  end  of  which  is  fupported  by  a  fpread  eagle. 

There  are  hot  baths  a  quarter  of  a  mile  fouth  of  the  walls  of  old  Tiberias ;  I 
oblcrved  a  red  fcttlement  on  the  ftones  ;  the  waters  are  very  hot,  and  are  ufed  for 
bathing,  being  cfteemed  good  for  all  forts  of  pains  and  tumors,  and,  they  fay,  even 
for  the  gout*.  Authors  commonly  give  this  place  the  name  of  Kinmaus,  the  Hebrew 
word  for  baths  ;  but  it  is  now  called  by  the  Arabian  name  of  Hamain.  There  is  a 
building  over  the  fpring,  and  fome  conveniency  for  bathing.  I  took  a  bottle  of  thefc 
waters,  and  had  them  allayed  ;  and  it  was  found,  that  thev  had  in  them  a  confidcrable 
quantity  of  grofs  fixed  vitriol,  fome  alum,  and  a  mineral  fait. 

When  I  came  near  Tiberias,  I  font  a  man  before  with  a  letter  from  the  conful  to 
the  (heik,  who,  having  much  company  with  him,  ordered  his  fteward  to  entertain  me 

•  Jordanis  amnis «bi  prima  convjUium  fuit  occafio,  in  lacum  fe  fundit,  qucm  p!urfs  Genoraram  vo» 

caiit air.ociiis  circunifcj  turn  oppidis .  b  occidciite  Tiberiade  aqui«  calliJis  falubri.     J^/in.  2V^t.  Ili/l. 
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at  his  houfe,  and  provifions  were  fent  from  the  fheik's  kitchen.  We  fupped  on  the  top 
of  the  houfe  for  coolnefs,  according  to  their  ciiftom,  and  lodged  there  likewife  in 
a  fort  of  clofet,  about  eight  feet  fquare,  of  wicker  work,  plaiflered  round  towards 
the  bottom,  but  without  any  dooi's  ;  each  perfon  having  his  cell :  they  drive  their 
cattle  within  the  walls  every  night,  left  they  (hould  be  ftolen,  fo  that  the  place  abounds 
with  vermin  ;  and  as  they  have  a  great  number  of  affes,  as  well  as  other  cattle,  we 
were  frequently  difturbed  with  their  noife.  We  dined  there  the  next  day,  and  went 
on  the  lake  in  a  boat,  whicli  they  keep  in  order  to  bring  wood  from  the  other  fide. 
We  diverted  ourfelves  by  filhing  with  cafting-nets,  which  they  ufe  here ;  and  they  ftand 
on  a  rock,  or  on  the  Hiore,  and  throw  whenever  they  fee  the  fifh,  I  waited  on 
the  flieik  to  defire  two  men  to  accompany  me  to  Saphet. 

When  I  was  at  Tiberias  they  were  very  bufy  in  m?iking  a  fort  on  the  height  to  the 
north  of  the  tiwn,  and  in  ftrengthening  the  old  walls  vith  buttreffes  on  the  infide, 
the  flieik  having  a  difpute  with  the  palha  of  Damafcus  ;  who  after  this  took  his  brother 
in,  a  {kirn-ufli,  and  caufed  him  ro  be  publickly  hanged  in  that  city ;  but  the  paflia 
being  foon  after  removed,  they  were  freed  from  their  apprehenfions  on  that  account. 
They  have  often  had  difputes  with  the  paftias  of  Damafcus,  who  have  come  and  planted 
tjieir  cannon  againft  their  city,  and  fometimes  have  beat  down  part  of  their  walls,  but 
were  never  able  to  take  it. 

The  fi  a  of  Tiberias  is  a  very  fine  lake ;  the  mountains  on  the  eafl:  come  clofe  to'  it  j 
the  country  on  that  fide  has  not  a. very  agreeable  afpeft  :  to  the  weft  of  it  is  the  plain 
of  Tiberias,  the  high  ground  of  the  plain  of  Hutin,  the  plain  of  Gennefareth,  and  the 
foot  of  thofe  hills  by  which  one  afcends  to  the  high  mountain  of  Saphet ;  to  the  north 
and  fouth  it  is  a  plain  country.  Jofephus  computes  it  to  be  eighteen  miles  long,  and 
hve  broad,  though  I  think  it  is  not  above  fourteen  or  fifteen  miles  long  ;  it  is  reckoned 
to  be  about  feventy  five  miles  north  of  the  Dead  S6a.  The  water  is  efteemed  very 
good,  and  abounds  much  in  fifh,  and  has  crabs  in  it,  as  there  are  in  moft  of  the  lakes 
and  rivers  of  Afia.  A  learned  Jew,  with  whom  I  difcourfed  at  Saphet,  lamented  that 
he  could  not  have  an  opportunity,  when  he  was  at  Tiberias,  to  go  in  a  boat  to  fee 
the  well  of  Miriam  in  this  lake,  which,  he  faid,  according  to  their  Talmudical  writers, 
Y.as  fixed  in  this  fea,  after  it  had  accompanied  the  children  of  Ifrael  through  the  wildcr- 
ncfs,  and  that  the  water  of  it  might  be  feen  continually  rifing  up. 

As  Chrift  lived  at  Capernaum  on  this  fea,  there  were  many  very  remarkable  things 
done  by  him  in  and  about  this  lake.  There  is  nothing  known  of  the  places  mentioned  in 
fcripture  on  the  eaft  fide  of  it. 

I  went  along  the  weft  fide  of  the  lake  to  the  fouth  end  of  it,  which  is  four  miles 
from  Tiberias,  and  came  to  the  place  where  the  lake  empties  itfclf  into  Jordan  ;  it  is 
very  narrow  there,  being  not  above  two  miles  broad,  and  the  channel '  of  the  river  is 
rather  nearer  to  the  weft  iide.  Jordan  firft  runs  fouth  for  about  a  furlong,  and  then 
uirns  weft  for  about  half  a  mile:  in  this  fpace,  ber\.veen  the  river  and  the  lake,  there 
is  a  rifing  ground,  called  Il-Carak,  which  feems  to  have  been  improved  into  a  fortifi- 
cation;  and  on  the  weft  fide  of  it  are  fome  figns  of  buildings,  where  there  is  a  very 
long  bridge,  or  caufeway,  built  with  arches  over  a  marftiy  ground,  under  which  the 
water  flows  into  Jordan,  when  the  lake  is  high,  making  the  fide  of  the  above  mentioned 
town  or  fortrefs  an  ifland  ;  by  cutting  a  chaimel  here,  they  might  always  have  a 
ftreani,  which  would  make  it  a  very  ftrong  place,  even  at  this  time,  as  it  is  out  of 
the  reach  of  ordinary  cannon  from  the  weftern  hills,  except  from  a  fmall  height  in 
the  plain,  which  formerly  might  add  to  its  ftrength,  by  defending  the  pafs,  there 
being  on  it  fome  marks  of  an  antient  building.     I  find  the  old  geographers  place 

3  Sennabris 
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Sennabris  here,  becaufe  it  is  mentioned  by  Jofephus  to  be  thii'ty  ftaJia  from  Tiberias, 
in  the  way  to  Scythopolis  ;  it  is  a  place  very  little  frequented.  On  the  other  fide  of 
Jordan,  I  faw  very  large  herds  of  wild  boars,  and  feveral  of  them  on  the  fame  fide 
lying  among  the  reeds  by  the  fea.  On  the  eaft  fide  of  the  fea,  towards  this  end,  is  a 
narrow  plain,  where  fome  geographers  place  Hippos,  mentioned  as  thirty  ftadia  from 
Tiberias ;  I  was  allured,  that  a  river  runs  through  that  plain,  from  a  narrow  vale 
between  the  hills,  and  continuing  its  courfe  on  the  eafh  fide  of  Jordan,  falls  into  it  four 
hours,  that  is,  eight  or  ten  miles,  to  the  fouth  of  the  lake,  below  which  there  is  a 
bridge  over  the  river,  probably  where  the  antient  Scythopolis  flood  5  this  river  is 
called  Sheriet  Moufeh  [the  Jordan  of  Mofes],  and  I  was  informed,  that  it  is  as  large  as 
the  river  Jordan,  when  the  waters  are  high,  and  that  it  rifes  at  the  diftance  of  three 
days  journey  in  the  country  of  Tauran.  This  feems  to  be  the  river  Hieromiace,  that 
ran  by  Gadara*,  which  was  a  town  feven  miles  and  a  half  diftant  from  Tiberias ;  it 
is  thought  to  be  Jarmuth  of  the  Talmudills  ;  and  may  be  Jabbok,  the  northern  bounds 
of  the  kingdom  of  the  Amorrhites,  as  Arnon  bounded  it  to  the  fouth  :  it  confiHicd  of 
the  tribes  of  Gad  and  Reuben  ;  as  the  countries  north  of  it,  which  were  Galaad  and 
the  kingdom  of  Baihaji,  contained  the  half  tribe  of  Manafleh  beyond  Jordan  ;  and  in 
cafe  this  is  Jabbok,  it  is  that  river  over  which  Jacob  went  when  he  had  wreflled  with  the 
angel,  near  which  lie  met  his  brother  Efau. 

Chap.  XVIII.  —  Of  Magdola,  Capernaum,  Tarichaa,  the  waters  of  Merom,  the 
rife  of  the  river  Jordan,  Cafarea  Philippi,  and  Mount  Herman. 

WE  fet  out  to  the  north  from  Tiberias,  and  the  firil  place  we  came  to  was  Magdola, 
which  is  at  the  fouth  eaft  corner  of  the  plain  of  Gennefareth  on  the  fea  ;  where  there  are 
confiderable  remains  of  a  very  indift'erent  caltle:  this  does  not  feem  to  be  Magdola, 
mentioned  in  fcripture,  becaufe  that  is  fpoken  of  with  Dalmanutha,  which  was  to  the 
eaft  of  the  fea.  This  plain,  which  is  a  fine  fpot,  muft  be  what  Jofephus  calls  the 
country  of  Gennefareth,  which  he  defcribes  as  thirty  ftadia  broad  from  north  to  fouth, 
and  twenty  deep,  that  is  from  the  Vale  of  doves  to  the  fea,  which  appears  to  be 
very  juft.  This  plain  is  a  very  fertile  fpot  of  ground,  but  I  could  not  find  that  they  have 
ripe  fruits  in  it  all  the  year,  as  fome  have  affirmed,  excepting  a  little  fort  of  apple, 
which  is  not  difagreeable,  and,  if  I  do  n(U  miftake,  is  the  Nabbok ;  it  grows  on  a 
thorny  tree,  and  they  fay,  that  they  ripen  at  all  fcafons.  About  the  middle  of  the 
plain,  or  rather  towards  the  north  fide,  there  is  a  very  fine  fountain  about  one  hundred 
feet  in  diameter,  enclofcd  with  a  circular  wall  fix  feet  high,  on  which  account  it  is 
called  the  round  fountain';  it  runs  oft"  in  a  ftream  through  the  plain  iyto  the  lake, 
and  is  probably  the  fountain  mentioned  by  Jofephus,  by  the  name  of  Cefaina,  as 
watering  this  plain.  The  water  feems  to  be  that  which  was  called  the  fpring  of  Caper- 
naum, from  which  one  may  fuppofe,  that  Capernaum  was  at  the  lake  where  this  rivulet 
falls  into  it. 

Capernaum  is  mentioned  as  on  the  borders  of  Zabulon  and  Napthali  ;  thcfe  tribe's 
were  probably  divided  by  the  brook  Lcuion,  which  having  paffed  ihe  vale  of  Lemon, 
that  Is  weft  of  the  vale  of  Hutin,  runs  through  the  Vale  of  doves,  and  then  goes 
through  the  plain  of  Gennefareth  to  the  fouth  of  the  fpring,  and  falls  into  this  lake. 
As  our  Saviour  lived  at  Capernaum,  after  he  was  ill  treated  by  the  people  of  Naza- 
reth, and  had  heard  that  John  was  imprifoned  f,  which  was  about  the  time  that  he 

•  Gadara  Hieromiace  prxtcrflueiilc.  Piia.  Nat.  JJifi.  f.  iS.  f    Malt.  iv.  13,     LuiCjiv.  31. 
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entered  on  his  nauiiftry,  fo  this  place  is  very  often  mentioned  in  fcripture.  Here  lie 
frequently  taught  in  the  Tynagoguc,  and  by  the  fea  fide  *  :  Many  likewife  of  his  moll 
remarkable  miracles  were  done  in  this  place ;  as  the  paralytic  was  healed  here,  who 
was  let  down  from  the  top  of  the  houfe  t-i  liere  he  alfo  reftored  two  men  to  their 
fight,  and  cured  one  who  was  poflefled  of  a  devil;  he  healed  likewife  the  centurion's 
fcrvant,  only  by  fpeaking  a  word  |  ;  and  raifed  from  the  dead  the  daughter  of  Jairus, 
the  chief  man  of  the  fynagogue§.  They  now  commonly  fliew  another  place  for 
Capernamn,  called  Telhoue,  at  the  eaflern  foot  of  the  hills  which  are  north  of  the 
plain  of  Gennefareth  ;  where  I  faw  ruins  of  a  finall  church  of  white  marble,  with  fome 
remains  of  pilaflers  about  it ;  the  ruins  extend  confidcrabiy  to  the  north  along  the 
lake,  and  I  could  plainly  obferve  a  round  port  for  fmall  boats,  fo  that  this,  without 
doubt,  was  the  anticnt  Tarichea,  which  Jofephus  ||  defcribes  as  fituated  under  the 
hills  like  Tiberias,  in  which  particular  it  very  much  rcfembles  it,  but  feems  to  be 
farther  dillant  from  Tiberias  than  thirty  ftadia ;  it  had  its  name  from  being  the  place 
where  they  chiefly  falted  the  fifii  of  the  lake^.  The  ruins  extend  along  the  fliore  for 
two  or  three  miles ;  it  was  fortified  with  a  wall  by  Jofephus,  on  the  parts  that  do 
not  lie  on  the  fea ;  and  I  faw  figns  of  a  wall  to  the  wefl  of  the  ruins.  Jofephus  ** 
gives  a  particular  account  of  the  manner  of  taking  this  city  by  Titus,  and  of  a  fight 
on  the  water  with  the  inhabitants,  who  efcaped  in  boats. 

I  enquired  for  Ch(?razin,  but  could  find  nothing  like  the  name,  except  at  a  village 
called  Gerafi,  which  is  among  the  hills,  wefl  of  the  fuppofed  ruins  of  Tarichea  ; 
though  fome  think,  that  it  was  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  lake,  over  againfl  Capernaum. 
Oppofite  to  Tarichea  was  Gamala,  a  ftrong  place,  famous  in  the  hiftory  of  Jofephus. 

1  went  to  the  north  end  of  the  fea  of  Tiberias,  where  the  river  Jordan  falls  into 
it,  after  it  has  taken  its  courfe  for  near  two  miles  through  a  fine  plain  :  On  the  eafl 
fide  of  it,  at  its  entrance  into  that  plain,  is  a  hill,  on  which  there  feen'ved  to  be  fome 
ruins ;  it  is  called  Telouy,  and  feems  to  be  a  corruption  irom  Julias,  which  was  the 
ancient  Bethfaida  in  the  Gaulonitis,  and  mufl  have  been  about  this  place ;  there  being 
another  Julias  in  Perara,  on  the  eafl  fide  of  the  lake,  which  before  was  called  Beth- 
arampta ;  both  having  their  names  changed  to  that  of  Julias,  in  compliment  to  Auguflus's 
daughter. 

From  the  lake  Samachonitis  or  the  waters  of  Merom,  to  this  place,  the  river  Jordan 
runs  about  ten  miles ;  it  pafles  between  the  hills  over  the  rocks  with  a  great  noife, 
except  for  the  two  firft  and  two  lafl  miles ;  and  the  flream  is  almoft  hid  by  the  fliady 
trees,  which  are  chiefly  of  the  plantanus  kind,  that  grow  on  each  fide  of  it,  and 
make  it  a  mofl  delightful  view.  I  took  this  road  in  my  return  from  Saphet,  but  fhall 
give  an  account  of  it  here.  About  four  miles  to  the  north,  on  the  fide  of  the  weftern 
hill,  is  a  mount,  on  which  I  faw  fome  ruins,  but  could  not  judge  whether  they  were 
of  any  great  antiquity.  Some  writers  of  the  Holy  Land  Ipeak  of  Lakum  about  this 
place,  I  fuppofe,  becaufe  it  is,  in  Jofhua,  as  the  bounds  of  the  tribe  of  Napthali,  and 
is  alfo  fpoken  of  as  on  the  river  Jordan  :  they  place  likewife  about  this  part  of  the  river, 
Jabneel  and  Thelia.  A  mile  and  a  half  to  the  fouth  of  the  lake  Samachonitis,  there 
is  a  bridge  of  three  arches  over  the  river  Jordan,  which  is  called  Gefer-benet-Jacob 
[Jacob's  bridge] ,  becaufe,  as  it  is  faid,  Jacob  paflTed  over  here,  when  he  returned  from 
Padan-Aram.  On  the  other  fide  of  the  bridge,  there  is  a  large  Kane,  where  they  lay 
the  fecond  night  from  Damafcus,  it  being  the  high  road  from  that  city  to  Jerufalem  : 

•  Matt.xiii.  I.     Mark,  i.2l.ix.33.  fMatt.ix.i.     Luke,  v.  1 8.     Mark.ii.i. 

J   Matt.  viii.  5.     Luke.vii.  I.  $Mark,v.2t.     Luke,  yiii.  41.  ji  Jofephus  De  bello  Jud.  iii.  9. 

f   From  the  Greek  word  to-.;^,.^,  pickling,  or  lalting.  *♦  Jofephus  De  bello  Jud.  iii.  9. 
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On  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  bridge,  Baldouin,  the  fourth  king  of  Jerufalem,  built  a 
fortrefs  againfl  the  Saracens  on  a  rifing  ground,  probably  on  this  very  fpot.  I  "went 
over  this  bridge  into  that  country  that  was  called  Gaulonitis,  which  was  part  of  the 
kingdom  of  Bafhan,  and  afterwards  made  the  half  tribe  of  Manafleh  beyond  Jordan. 
In  this  country,  to  the  eafl:  of  the  bridge,  they  mentioned  two  places ;  one  is  called 
Edouera,  and  the  other  Zoar. 

A  fmall  mile  below  the  bridge,  there  is  an  oblong  fquare  hill,  which  feems  to  have 
been  made  by  art ;  round  the  fummit  of  it  are  the  foundations  of  a  flrong  wall  ; 
and  at  the  fouth  end,  and  on  the  eafl  fide,  I  faw  the  remains  of  two  very  handfome 
gates  of  hewn  ftone,  with  round  turrets  at  the  corners  :  at  the  north  end  there .  is 
a  great  heap  of  ruins,  probably  of  a  caftle ;  the  whole  is  about  half  a  mile  in  circum- 
ference ;  there  are  feme  figns  of  a  fuburbs,  to  the  fouth,  on  a  lower  ground,  which 
feems  to  have  been  fortified.  This  place  is  now  called  Kaifar-aterah,  or  Gefer-aterah, 
and  it  feems  to  have  been  an  improvement  of  the  Romans ;  but  what  place  it  could 
be,  I  cannot  conjefture,  unlefs  it  was  Thelia.  A  mile  above  the  bridge  is  a  mineral 
water,  which  feemed  to  be  of  fulphur  and  iron  ;  it  is  walled  in,  as  if  it  had  been  for- 
merly frequented.  About  half  way  between  this  place  and  the  lake  Samachonitis, 
is  a  little  hill  with  ruins  on  it,  which  they  now  call  the  town  of  Jacob  ;  ibme,  by  con- 
jefture,  place  Ilarolhcth  here,  which  was  the  city  of  Sifera,  general  of  Jabin  king  of 
Ha;cor,  being  in  the  tribe  of  Napthali,  and  on  this  lake. 

We  came  to  the  lake  Samachonitis,  called  in  fcripture  the  waters  of  Merom,  and 
at  this  time  Bahr-el-Houly  ;  it  is  mentioned  by  the  antients  as  a  hundred  and  twenty 
fladia,  or  fifteen  miles  from  Julias,  though  I  think,  it  cannot  be  above  ten  or  twelve 
miles  at  the  mofl  ;  it  is  fituated  on  the  eaft  fide  of  an  uneven  country,  which  extends 
above  five  miles  weft  to  the  mountains  of  Napthali :  Jofcphus  fays  the  lake  was  feven 
miles  long,  but  it  is  not  above  two  miles  broad,  except  at  the  north  end,  where  it  may 
be  about  four ;  the  waters  are  muddy,  and  efteemed  miwholefomc,  having  fomething 
of  the  nature  of  the  water  of  a  mc^'als,  which  is  partly  caufed  by  their  flopping  the 
brooks  on  the  well  fide,  in  order  to  water  the  country  ;  fo  that  t!te  water  palTes  through 
the  earth  into  this  lake  ;  it  is  alfo  in  fome  meafure  owing  to  the  muddincfs  of  its  bed. 
After  the  fnows  are  melted,  and  the  waters  fallen,  it  is  only  a  marfli,  through  which 
the  river  Jordan  runs.  The  waters,  by  palling  through  the  rocky  bed  towards  the 
fea  of  Tiberias,  fettle,  purify,  and  become  very  wholefome.  I  obferved  two  rifmg 
grounds  on  the  wefl  fide  uf  it,  and  a  third  towards  the  north  weft  corner,  on  which 
probably  were  fome  of  thofe  ancient  towns  mentioned  on  this  lake,  particularly 
Saanaim,  placed  by  fome  geographers  here  ;  it  was  in  this  country,  and  at  thefe  waters, 
that  Jofluia  fmote  Jalnn  king  of  Ilazor,  and  all  his  allies. 

From  the  waters  of  Merom,  we  faw  very  plainly  Jebel-Sheik  ;  at  the  foot  of  it  the 
river  Jordan  rifcs,  which  is  called  in  Arabic,  Shriaah.  Antiently  it  was  the  common 
opinion,  that  the  Jordan  rofe  north  wed  of  Paneas,  afterwards  called  Civfarea  Philippi ; 
until  Piiilip  the  tetrarch  made  iui  experiment,  which  proved,  that  it  role  out  of  the  lake 
Phiala,  fifteen  miles  to  the  north  eafl  of  that  city  *,  and  is  now  computed  to  be 
about  four  hours  dillaiit  from  it.  This  difcovcry  was  made  by  throwing  Hraw  into  the 
lake,  v/hich  appc-.ired  at  the  place  where  the  river  comes  out  near  Paneas  f  ;  the  river 
might  alio  be  enlarged  by  other  fprings.  I  cannot  certainly  find  how  far  the  city 
Paneas  was  from  the  lake  Samachonitis,  but  it  is  thought  to  have  been  very  near  it  \- 

*  Jofoplius  Dc  brllo  JuiUiico,  ii).  9.  t    Ibid. 

t  It  IS  lomi  where  mentioned,  if  I  Jo  not  millaite,  that  it  was  a  hundreJ  ftaJia  fiom  Cafarea  Phillippi 
to  Scphawa,  weft  of  Jordan,  where  it  falls  into  the  lake  Samachonitis. 
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The  fite  of  Caifarea  Philippi  is  now  called  by  the  ancient  name  Paneas  :  it  was  diflin- 
j^uifhed  from  Cafarca  at  the  fea,  by  the  name  of  Philip  the  tetrarch,  who  improved 
this  city,  and  called  it  Caefarea  in  honour  of  Tiberius.  St.  Jerom  mentions  a  village 
called  Dan,  four  miles  from  this  place,  though  the  general  opinion  has  been,  that  this 
is  the  ancient  Dan;  and  if>fo,  it  muft  have  been  Lefhem*,  or  Laifhf,  taken  by  the 
children  of  Dan.  The  Jews  fay,  Dan  was  buried  at  that  village,  and  call  the  place 
Hedjeoua. 

The  hill  called  Jcbel-Sheik  which  is  over  this  place,  had  antiently  thenameofPanius, 
from  which  the  city  and  country  was  called  ;  and  though  fome  think  that  this  name 
was  derived  from  Dan,  yet  there  are  others  of  opinion,  that  it  was  from  the  worfliip 
of  Pan,  their  having  been  a  temple  on  the  top  of  it,  fuppofed  to  be  dedicated  to  that 
deity.  This  hill  is  called  in  fcripture  mount  Hermon,  and  is  mentioned  as  the 
northern  bounds  of  the  land  of  Ifrael  on  the  other  fide  of  Jordan,  and  as  part  of  the 
pofieifion  of  Gad  and  Reuben  J,  as  over  the  valley  of  Libanon  §,  and  as  the  bounds 
of  the  country  of  the  liivites  in  mount  Libanon,  that  extended  from  Baal-Hermon  to 
Hamath  ||,  which  name  of  Baal  feems  to  refer  to  the  heathen  worfliip  that  was  carried 
on  here ;  perhaps  to  the  fame  deity  that  was  adored  at  Baal-beck,  which  is  not  a  great 
way  from  the  foot  of  it,  and  probably  in  that  very  valley  of  Libanon,  which  is  faid  to 
be  under  this  hill  '^.  The  defcription  alfo  of  Hermon,  as  a  mountain  of  fnow,  agrees 
with  its  prefent  appearance,  being  always  covered  with  it ;  and  interpreters  of  fcripture 
have  called  it,  The  mountain  of  fnow**.  The  Targum  alfo  calls  mount  Hor,  a  hill 
of  fnow  ;  which  is  mentioned  as  the  northern  bounds  of  the  country  given  to  the  chil- 
dren of  Ifrael  ft;  fo  that  it  may  be  conjedlured  that  Hor  is  the  fame  as  Hermon.  But 
a  great  difficulty  occurs  in.  the  comparifon  which  the  Pfalmiil:  |J  makes  to  the  dew  of 
Hermon  that  fell  on  the  hill  of  Sion  ;  which  might  eafily  be  interpreted,  if  it  had  been 
obferved,  that  the  clouds  which  lay  on  Hermon,  being  brought  by  the  north  winds  to 
Jerufalem,  caufed  the  dews  to  fall  plentifully  on  the  hill  of  Sion.  But  there  is  a 
Shion  mentioned  in  the  tribe  of  Iffachar  §§,  which  may  be  Seon,  fpoken  of  by  Eufebius 
and  St.  Jerom,  as  near  mount  Tabor  ;  and  there  might  be  a  hill  there  of  that  name, 
on  which  the  dew  of  the  other  Hermon  might  fall,  that  was  to  the  eaft  of  Efdraelon. 
However,  as  there  is  no  certainty,  that  mount  Hermon  in  that  part  is  ever  mentioned 
in  fcripture,  fo  I  fhouM  rather  think  it  to  be  fpoken  of  tills  famous  mountain,  and  that 
Tabor  and  Hermon  are  joined  together,  as  rejoicing  in  the  name  of  God,  not  on  account 
of  their  being  near  to  one  another,  but  becaufe  they  are  two  of  the  highefl  hills  in  all 
Paledine.  So  that  if  any  one  confiders  this  beautiful  piece  of  eloquence  of  the  Pfalmifl:, 
and  that  Hermon  is  elfewhere  adtually  called  Sion  ||||,  he  will  doubtlefs  be  fatisfied,  that 
the  mod  natural  interpretation  of  the  Pfalmifl:  would  be  to  fuppofe,  though  the  whole 
might  be  calL'd  both  Hermon  and  Sion,  yet  that  the  higheft  fummit  of  this  mountain 
was  in  particular  called  Hermon,  and  that  a  lower  part  of  it  had  the  name  of  Sion  ; 
on  which  fuppofidon,  the  dew  falling  from  the  top  of  it  down  to  the  lower  parts,  might 
well  be  compared  in  every  refpeft  to  "  the  precious  ointment  upon  the  head  that  ran 
"  down  unto  the  beard,  even  unto  Aaron's  beard,  and  went  down  to  the  fkirts  of 
"  his  clothing,"  and  that  both  of  them  in  this  fenfe  are  very  proper  emblems  of  the 
bleflings  of  unity  and  friendfliip,  which  diftufe  themfelves  throughout  the  whole 
fociety. 

•  Jodiua,  xix.  47.  t  Judges,  xviii.  27.  f  Jof.  xiii.  T  i.  §Iof.xi.  17. 

II  Judges,  iii.  3.         fl  See  note  in  p.  458.         **  Relandi  Palxllina,  i.  49.  f  f  Numb.xxxiv.  7,  8. 

tJ   Pfal.cxxxiii.3.  §§  Joftiua,  xix.  19.  II H   Deut.iv.  48. 
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Chap.  XIX.  —  Of  Sapbet  and  Dothan. 

FROM  the  plains  that  are  weft  of  the  waters  of  Meroni,  there  is  a  ftecp  afcent  up 
the  liills  to  Saphct.  Wc  went  to  this  place  from  Tiberias  :  afcendingthe  hill,  north  of 
tlie  vale  of  Hutin,  we  dcfcended  into  that  valley,  and  came  to  Bethlaida  already  men- 
tioned. We  went  through  the  Pais  of  Doves  into  the  Vale  of  Gennefareth,  which  is 
a  rich  foil.  We  viewed  Magdolum  on  the  lake,  and  then  went  to  the  round  fountain, 
vhere  we  repofed  a  while,  and  took  fome  refrefhment ;  and  going  north  pafled  by  a 
fpring  called  Moriel,  and  began  to  afcend  the  hills  towards  Saphet,  which  I  take  to  be 
the  eaft  end  of  that  chain  of  hills  which  run  from  the  fea,  northward  of  the  plain 
of  Acre.  There  are  feveral  fummits  Separated  from  one  another  by  fmall  vallies, 
one  of  the  firft  of  which  is  called  Rubafy.  On  the  top  of  the  northern  fummit,  we 
pafled  by  Aboutbefy  ;  in  the  valley  beneath  it,  is  a  bridge,  called  Gefer-Aboutbefy. 
Here  there  is  a  ftream,  which  runs  to  the  plain,  that  is  to  the  weft  of  the  lake  of 
Tiberias,  We  afcended  this  firft  part  of  the  hills,  and  ftopped  at  a  tent  of  Arabs,  it 
being  very  hot  weather ;  here  they  prepared  for  us  eggs,  and  alfo  four  milk,  in  which 
they  had  cut  raw  cucumbers,  as  a  cool  diet  in  this  feafon.  We  afterwards  went  along 
thefe  hills  for  about  an  hour  and  an  half,  if  I  miftake  not,  to  the  north  weft,  and  dc- 
fcended into  the  gut  or  valley  that  encompafl!ed  the  higheft  part  of  the  hills  on  which 
Saphet  ftands.  About  a  place  called  Akcby,  there  are  grottos  cut  in  feveral  parts  of 
the  perpendicular  rocks :  further  on  is  Cefy  :  we  went  to  the  right  of  a  place  called 
Adborow,  and  pafled  through  a  narrow  vale  known  by  the  name  of  Waad  Elakab  j  it 
is  a  gentle  afcent.  I  faw  on  the  left  a  hill,  which  feemed  to  have  been  improved  by  art 
into  a  fortrefs,  and  might  be  Nephtali,  placed  by  geographers  about  a  mile  fouth  of 
Saphet  on  the  top  of  the  hill. 

We  arrived  at  Saphct,  where  I  was  recommended  to  the  cadi,  who  received  me  with 
great  civility,  and  entertained  us  with  coflee ;  I  had  alfo  a  letter  to  the  cocam,  or  head 
prieft  among  the  Jews,  a  fine  old  man,  and  very  learned  in  his  way  :  when  I  came  in, 
he  was  faying  a  grace  to  himfelf,  which  he  finiflied  before  he  fpoke  to  me ;  and  when 
I  gave  him  a  letter,  as  it  was  their  Sabbath  day,  he  put  it  into  the  hands  of  another 
to  open  it,  and  then  he  read  it.  I  was  very  civilly  entertained  by  him,  iuid  gave  him 
feveral  hints,  that  I  was  defirous  to  take  up  my  abode  with  him ;  but  he  would  not 
feem  to  imderftand  me,  and  I  afterwards  found  the  reafon  of  it,  that  it  would  have 
been  an  unpardonable  aflront  to  the  cadi,  if  he  had  invited  me  to  his  houfe,  after  I  had 
been  recommcnd'xl  to  that  magiftrate,  i;nd  had  been  under  his  roof;  fo  1  returned  to 
the  cadi's,  where  a  great  fuppcr  was  pr(pa-^d,  'here  being  an  aga  of  Sidon  there,  and 
much  company:  we  all  lay  on  the  fopha,  without  any  accojnmodations  of  bejs  or 
coverings,  but  what  we  brought  with  us.  The  next  day  was  t!ie  day  of  pentecoft  of 
the  Jews,  whore  1  faw  th.c.iiet  prieft  very  decently  habited  in  white  fatin,  receiving 
the  compliments  of  the  inferior  rabbi's,  who  came  with  great  reverence  and  kiireJ 
his  hand. 

Saphet  is  not  mentioned  by  name  in  our  tranflatitin  of  the  Bible  ;  but  in  the  vulgar 
Bible,  Tobias  is  faid  to  he  "  of  the  tribe  and  city  of  Nephtali,  in  the  uj-per  parts  of 
Galilee,  beyond  the  road  that  leads  to  the  weft,  having  on  the  hCt  the  ciiy  ofSrpliet  •." 
The  city  of  Nephtali  is  faid  to  be  a  mile  fouth  of  it ;  Saj)hel  is  ini  ntioi.cJ  hv  f.nt  lal 

•  Tohias  ex  tribu.  ct  citii^itc  Mcplitliali,  qiiT  cd  in  fupprioribus  Galila-:c  fupri  ,\r.:\fi)?i  j  o''  viain  q.:ae 
Uu:il  ad  occidcnltin,  in   liiiillru  liabcus  tiviutciii  Scphct.     'I'obit,  i.  1.  jaxta  vulg.itaia  ciUtiOiicin, 
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writers  of  the  middle  age;  its  fituation  is  very  high,  and  commands  the  whole  country 
round ;  on  the  very  fummit  of  ihc  hill  are  great  ruins  of  a  very  Ihong  old  caftle,  parti- 
ciilarly  of  two  fine  largo  round  lowers  that  belonged  to  it.  The  Jews  think  part  of  this 
calUe  to  be  as  old  as  the  time  of  their  profpcrity.  The  Chriftians  had  polTeflion  of  it  in 
the  time  of  the  holy  war;  and  I  faw  on  a  building  in  the  town  a  relief  of  the  arms  of  the 
knights  of  St.  John  of  Jerufalem  ;  it  was  furrendered  by  them  to  Saladin,  fultan  of  Egypt, 
andaftcrwards  came  into  thepolfeflion  of  theOttoman  family, togetherwith  all  the  country 
round  about  it.  The  town  is  a  little  lower  down,  on  three  fides  of  the  hill  on  which 
the  caftle  Hands  ;  it  is  a  confiderable  town,  having  been  formerly  the  place  of  refidencc 
of  the  partia  of  this  country,  on  which  account  it  was  called  the  paihalic  of  Saphet ; 
and  the  whole  territory  now  goes  by  the  name  of  the  country  of  Saphet,  but  the  paflia 
refides  at  Sidon,  and  a  cadi  from  Conftantinople  lives  here.  There  are  many  Jews  in 
this  place,  ft  being  a  fort  of  univcrfity  for  the  education  of  their  rabbies,  of  whom  there 
are  about  twenty  or  thirty  here,  and  fomc  of  them  come  as  far  as  from  Poland  ;  they 
have  no  lefs  than  feven  fynagogues:  feveral  dodors  of  their  law,  who  lived  in  the  time  of 
the  fecond  temple,  are  faid  to  be  buried  here,  three  of  whom  lie  in  a  place,  which  is 
now  turned  into  a  mofque  ;  and  the  Turks  fay,  they  are  three  of  the  fons  of  Jacob. 
The  Jews  have  a  notion,  that  the  Mefliah  will  reign  here  forty  years,  before  he  will 
take  up  his  refidence  at  Jerufalem.  To  the  north  of  the  hill,  on  which  the  caille  of 
Saphet  Hands,  there  are  feveral  wells,  which  they  fay  Ifaac  dug,  and  about  which  there 
were  fuch  contentions  between  the  herdfmen  of  Ifaac  and  Gcrar  ;  but  they  have  much 
niiftaken  the  place,  the  valley  of  Gerar,  in  v/hich  they  were  dug,  being  at  a  great  di fiance 
on  the  other  fide  of  Jerufalem.  If  mount  Tabor  were  not  the  mountain  on  which  Chrifl 
was  transfigured,  this  would  feem  to  be  the  moft  probable  place  for  that  extraordinary 
event. 

I  fet  out  from  Saphet,  went  down  the  hills  towards  the  north  eafl,  and  defcended 
into  the  uneven  country  to  the  weft  of  the  lake  Samachonitis :  we  came  up  with  a 
party  of  men,who belonged  to  the  Sheik  ofSamwata,and  lay  thereto  guard  the  country 
againft  robbers  ;  they  enquired  who  we  were  ;  and  our  men  anfwered,  they  would  ftop 
and  give  them  the  fatisfadion  they  defired.  "We  went  a  little  beyond  them,  and  one 
of  their  party  coming  to  us,  we  informed  them,  that  we  had  a  letter  from  the  conful 
to  their  mafter,  which  we  fent  to  their  chief,  and  then  they  all  came  and  eat  with  us, 
were  very  civil,  and  ordered  two  men  to  attend  me  wherever  I  had  a  defire  to  go.  We 
went  to  the  lake,  and  travelled  by  the  fide  of  it  fouthwards  to  all  thofe  places  I  have 
already  defcribed  :  we  lay  at  an  encampment  of  Arabs,  near  the  mineral  water  before 
mentioned,  called  Hamam  [the  bath]  ;  we  went  the  next  morning  to  the  bridge  of 
Jacob,  and  continued  our  journey  on  the  weft  fide  of  Jordan  :  when  we  were  at  Kaifar- 
aterah,  I  went  from  the  company  to  view  the  ruins  of  the  town  to  the  fouth,  and  one  of 
the  Arab  foldiers  of  the  Sheik  of  Samwata  followed  me,  and  offering  to  take  one  of  my 
piftols  out  of  my  holftcr,  I  laid  my  hand  on  it,  but  he  took  it  from  me  by  force;  on 
which  I  rode  back  to  the  company,  and  his  companion  ordered  him  to  return  it,  which 
he  immediately  did  :  we  came  foon  after  to  the  end  of  their  mafter's  territories,  where 
I  made  them  a  prefent,  and  they  returned.  We  went  to  the  lake  of  Tiberias,  and 
Tarichea,  and  leeing  fome  horfemen  in  the  roaa,  we  were  afraid  of  each  other,  and  going 
out  of  the  way,  kept  at  a  diftance,  until  we  found  there  was  no  danger.  Having 
travelled  about  a  league  from  Tarichea,  along  the  fide  of  the  hills,  as  I  think,  to  the 
weft,  we  came  to  the  plain  of  Sephorin,  and  to  Jeb-Jofeph  at  the  fouth  end  of  it,  near  the 
high  road  from  Damafcus  to  Jerufalem  ;  it  is  a  ciJtern  under  ground,  into  which,  they 
%,  Jofeph's  brethren  threw  him ;  but  this  was  at  Dothan,  which  is  mentioned  as  near 
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Bethel  or  Bethulia  ;  and  as  Saphct  has  felfely  been  thought  by  feme  to  be  BethuUa, 
which  was  befieged  by  Holoferncs,  this  feems  to  be  the  occafion  of  that  miftake.  It 
is  faid  in  fcripture,  that  Jacob,  when  he  returned  from  Padan-aram,  went  firft  to 
Shalem,  a  city  of  Shechem,  and  afterwards  to  Bethel,  then  called  Luz  ;  and  it  is 
probable  from  the  hiftory  of  Jofeph,  that  Dothan  was  near  Shechem,  becaufe  when  he 
was  fent  to  his  brethren  to  Shechem,  he  was  told  they  were  gone  to  Dothan,  which 
was  probably  to  the  eafl:  of  Shechem.  Dothan  alfo  could  not  be  a  great  way  from 
Bethulia,  becaufe  Ilolofernes's  army  extended  from  Bethulia  to  Dothan  ;  and  though 
this  place  might  antiently  have  been  called  Dothan,  as  it  is  at  prefent  by  the  Jews,  yet  its 
great  diftance  from  Shechem  makes  it  unhkely  to  be  the  place  where  Jofeph  went  to 
his  brethren,  as  it  is  at  the  diftance  of  two  or  three  ordinary  days  journey,  and  could 
not  be  performed  in  lefs  than  five  or  fix  days,  with  the  cattle  which  they  were  charged 
to  feed.  The  well' of  Jofeph  is  within  an  enclofed  court,  in  which  there  is  a  Turkilh 
praying  place  :  as  it  was  very  hot,  we  repofed  there  till  night,  and  then  went  on.  A 
little  to  the  north  is  Jebbal,  a  hill  with  a  ruined  village  on  it,  and  alfo  a  place  called 
Renety,  and  near  the  ciftern  of  Jofeph  is  a  mofque,  and  a  fheik's  burial  place,  called 
Sheik  Abdallah.  About  midniglit  we  halted  and  flept  under  a  tree,  and  at  break  of 
day  purfued  our  journey :  we  flopped  at  a  village  three  hours  from  Acre,  where  the 
flieik  entertained  us  very  handfomely,  and  prefented  me  with  a  live  partridge,  of  a  large 
beautiful  kind,  called  the  Francoline,  which  is  thought  to  be  the  birds  that  Horace 
calls  Attagen  lonicus  *. 

Ckap.  XX.  —  Of  Lib  anon  and  Antilibanon,  and  of  the  Fountains,  Aqiiediicis,  and  City 

of  Tyre. 

I  SET  out  from  Acre  northward  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  May  ;  we  paffed  by  Sem- 
mars,  or  Saint  Mary's,  on  a  low  hill,  where  there  are  remains  of  a  wall  of  hewn  flone, 
fo  that  probably  it  was  a  convent ;  and  about  this  place  might  be  the  caftle  of  Lambert, 
mentioned  in  the  account  of  the  holy  wars,  as  four  miles  north  of  Acre.  We  paffed 
by  Mcfrah,  and  came  to  Zeb,  near  the  fea,  which  is  thought  to  be  Achzib,  in  the  tribe 
of  Afher,  mentioned  in  fcripture  f,  and  was  one  of  thofe  cities,  out  of  which  the  chil- 
dren of  Ifrael  could  not  drive  the  ancient  inhabitants  {.  Siiint  Jerom  fays,  it  was  after- 
wards called  F.cdippa,  which  is  fpoken  of  by  fevcral  authors  §,  who  place  it  indeed 
further  from  Acre  ||  ;  it  is  mentioned  as  on  a  low .  hill  over  the  fea  ;  and  Jofephus  •[ 
feems  to  fay,  that  the  old  name  of  it  was  Arce  ;  there  are  fome  ruins  about  this 
place.  I  obferved,  that  at  a  diftance  in  the  water  there  are  large  flat  rocks  ;  and  as 
it  is  a  fort  of  bay,  fhcltered  by  the  hills  to  the  north,  it  is  probable,  that  it  was  antiently 
a  port.  To  the  fouth  of  this  place  is  the  bed  of  a  winter  torrent,  over  w  hich  there  is 
a  fine  bridge  of  one  arch  ;  and  to  the  north  ead  there  is  a  covered  fountain  and  a  ruin 
near  it.  About  three  miles  furtlier  there  is  a  fountain,  called  Miefherty  ;  well  of  it  are 
remains  of  a  ilrong  wall  to  confine  the  water  that  ran  from  this  fpring*.  Under  the 
nt)rthern  hills  there  is  a  village  called  Bcrcca,  which  is  to  the  call  of  the  road.  This  is 
the  firft  village  iftider  the  great  fheiks  of  the  fed  of  Ali,of  which  there  are  three  between 
Acre  imd  Sidon. 

We  began  to  afcend  the  hills  to  the  north,  falfely  called  by  the  writers  of  the  iniddle 
ages  the  mountains  of  Saron,  which  were  between  Ctcfarea  and  Joppa. 

♦  Epodonlibri,  0(1.2.  f  .Tof.  xix.  29.  %  Judfces,  i.  31. 

J    I'lin.  V.  j;.  it  iscalled  Acdippus ;  anJ  Ecdippon  by  Jofephui,  AiUiq.  v.  22.[ct  De  bello  Juil.i.  13. 

II   Ptolemxus,  V.  15.     S.  Hicron.  Dc  lods  Ebraicis.  %  Aiui4.  JikI.  v.  i. 
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This  end  of  the  mountain,  which  is  probably  the  beginning  of  Antilibanon  *,  mufl 
be  the  ancient  Scala  of  the  Tyrians,  mentioned  by  Jofephus  f,  as  about  eleven  miles 
north  of  Ptolemais,  and  by  St.  Jertrm  as  only  nine  miles  |.  It  feems  alfo  to  be  the 
■ivhite  promontory  of  Pliny  §,  and  is  known  by  the  fame  name  among  Europeans,  which 
is  deriveti  from  the  white  cliffs  to  the  north  ;  on  it  is  the  famous  road,  which  is  faid  to 
have  been  made  by  Alexander ;  and  the  writers  of  the  holy  war  fpeak  of  that  part 
by  this  name.  Under  the  fouth  fide  of  this  cape,  there  is  faid  to  be  a  very 
extraordinary  large  grotto,  at  fome  height  from  the  water,  to  which  they  can  go  only 
in  a  boat. 

Before  we  went  up  the  mountain,  I  crofled  a  rivulet  called  Aiknian^  ;  it  runs  by  a 
hill  of  the  lame  name,  which  has  fome  ruins  on  it ;  on  the  top  of  the  hills  called  by 
the  inhabitants  Nakoura,  and  which  I  fuppofe  to  be  Antilibanon,  we  came  to  a  fmail 
tower,  called  Borge  Nakoura.  1  faw  feveral  of  thefe  towers  to  the  north  ;  and  the 
people  fay,  they  were  built  all  the  way  to  Conftantinople  by  the  emprefs  Helena,  in 
order  to  give  notice. by  fome  fignal,  when  they  had  found  the  crofs ;  but  it  is  more 
probable,  that  they  were  built  either  by  the  Greek  emperors,  when  they  apprehended 
that  thefe  countries  would  be  invaded  by  the  Saracens,  or  they  might  be  the  work  of 
the  Chriitians  during  the  holy  war.  We  afterwards  paiTed  over  a  river  called  Diflemet, 
and  came  to  another  tower  called  Kaphar-latick,  which  has  its  name  from  a  kaphar, 
formerly  taken  there  ;  it  is  a  very  pleafant  road,  great  part  of  it  being  on  a  fine  green 
fod,  beautifully  fliaded  with  trees.  Having  travelled  about  an  hour  near  the  fea,  we 
turned  out  of  the  road,  and  afcended  the  hill  to  the  eaft,  to  the  village  or  encampment 
of  the  new  kaphar,  where  the  Arabs  live  in  a  fort  of  open  huts  made  with  boughs, 
raifed  about  three  feet  from  the  ground,  and  encompaffmg  a  fquare  fpot  of  ground ; 
in  thefe  they  lie  at  night  ;  I  laid  my  carpet  on  the  outfide  of  them  ;  the  flieik  attended 
with  great  civility  ;  they  made  a  fire  near;  and  here  I  repofed  all  night. 

The  next  morning  we  defccnded  the  hill  towards  the  road,  and  came  to  a  ruin  about 
five  miles  from  the  tower  of  Nakoura ;  it  feemed  to  be  the  remains  of  fome  antient 

»  Tliefc  hiMs  fcctn  to  be  the  beginning  of  Libanon  or  Antilibanon  to  the  fouth.  Strabo,  in  his  i6th 
book,  P-'g^  7.S4>  fays,  Libanon  began  near  Tripoli,  and  Antilibanon  about  Sidon  ;  probably  he  means  at 
thofe  hills  which  are  to  the  fouth  of  that  city,  about  Sarcpta.  But  PUny  makes  Libanon  to  begin  about 
Sidon,  Nat.  Hifl.  v.  20.  Though  at  which  foever  of  thefe  places  that  chain  of  mountains  began,  this 
may  be  Antilibanon,  which  in  breadth  might  e.xtenJ  from  Sidon  to  this  place;  as  it  certainly  ftretched  to 
the  caft  near  as  far  as  Damafcns,  and  probably  to  the  north  mar  to  Hems,  the  antient  Emefa.  Libanon, 
whether  it  began  near  Sidon,  or  at  the  famous  promontory  fouth  of  Tripoli,  which  is  more  probable  ;  it 
certainly  extended  to  the  north,  almoil  as  far  as  Simyra,  which  is  near  .Arradus,  and  that  in  a  parallel  line 
with  Antilibanon  ;  fo  that  from  this  place  all  the  mountains  near  the  fea,  as  far  33  to  that  part  where 
Libanon  began,  feems  to  be  Antilibanon.  The  valley  between  thefe  mountains,  and  the  fiat  country  ou 
the  fea,  to  the  weft  of  Libanon  and  Antilibanon,  is  Ccclefyria  properly  fo  called  ;  for  Strabo  fpcaks  of 
Coelefyria  proper,  as  on  the  fea,  and  particularly  mentions  the  length  and  breadth  of  it.  This  author  alfo 
fpeaks  of  the  hills  of  Arabia  and  Trachonitis,  over  the  country  of  Damafcus  ;  which  feems  to  be  a  ridge  of 
mountains  to  tht  call  of  thefe  (as  I  fhall  explain  more  fully)  that  might  be  dillinguifhed  by  this  name, 
and  feems  to  have  been  divided  by  a  valley  from  Antilibanon  :  though,  if  Ptolemy's  authority  is  to  be 
regarded,  Antilibanon  might  end  at  the  river  Chryforrhoas,  which  runs  by  Damafcus,  as  he  makes  it 
begin  and  end  a  degree  fouth  of  the  beginning  and  end  of  Libanon ;  and  in  this  cafe*the  hills  of  Tracho- 
nitis and  Arabia  could  not  be  part  of  Antihbanon,  though,  from  the  common  defcription  we  have  in 
•ther  authors,  the  mountains  of  Libanon  and  Antilibanon  feem  to  have  run  parallel  for  a  confid.-rable 
way  towards  the  north.  They  are  both  comprehended  under  the  name  of  Libanon  in  facrcd  writ;  and 
Hiram  fuppbtd  Solomon  with  the  Cedars,  of  Libanon,  which  probably  were  the  produce  of  the  mountains 
Beat  Tyre. 

t  Jofephus  Debcllo  Jud.  ii.  lo.  J   Hieronymus. 

i)  Promontorium album.     Plin.  Nat.  Hift.  v.  19.     Europeans  call  it  Capo  Bianco. 
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femple,  about   thirty  feet  fquare,  with  a  colonade  round  it,  which  appeared  to  have 
been  double  to  the  eaft,  where  the  entrance  probably  was ;  there  are  many  broken 
columns  about  it,  and  two  fianding  which  are  two  feet  in  diameter  ;  one  of  them  has  a 
fine  capital  of  the  Ionic  order  ;  it  is  probable  there  was  fome  town  in  this  place.     We 
came  into  the  road,  where  I  faw  an  antient  way  about  eighteen  feet  broad,  paved  with 
large  round  Itones,  having  a  margin  on  each  fide,  partly  of  hewn  ftone :  there  is  a 
cafile  on  the  hills  called  El-Kapharlah  ;  at  fome  dillance  from  it  is  the  tower  Bourge 
EUKaphar :  we  came  to  a  fountain  called  Scandaretta,  near  which  there  are  ruins  of  a 
wall  of  hewn  (tone.     In  about  an  hour  and  a  half  from  New  Kaphar,  where  we  lay,  we 
came  to  the  north  part  of  the  hill,  which  is  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  bay  Nakoura,  that 
extends  to  Tyre.     The  road  here  very  much  refembles  ihofe  in  North  Wales,  being  a 
great  height  above  the  water,  on  the  fide  of  the  mountain,  which  is  almoft  perpendi- 
cular, both  above  and  below  the  road  ;  the  way  in  mod  parts  is  thirteen  feet  wide, 
though   in  fome  places  it  is  not   above  fix :  there  is  a  parapet  towards  the  fea,  partly 
builts,  and  in  fome  place  cut  out  of  the  rock.     Authors  of  the  middle  age  fpeak  of  this 
road  as  made  by  Alexander,  which  tradition  fcems  to  have  its  rife  from  the  name  of 
fome  places  here.     At  the  firft  afcent  to  this  road,  there  is  a  tower  called  Bourge-Scan- 
darette  [the  Tower  of  Alexander],  which  the  luiropeans  here  call  Scandaloon,  probably 
from  a  town  of  that  name,which  is  near;  this  road  is  about  a  mile  in  length.  We  defcended 
into  the  plain,  and  came  to  fome  ruins  about  a  mile  from  the  hill,  which  extend  toward 
the  fea,  and  may  be  Scandalium,  mentioned  by  the  writers  of  the  holy  war,  who  fay,  it 
was  firil  built  by  Alexander,  and  that  it  was  repaired  by   Baldwin,   king  of  Jerufalcm, 
when  he  was  about  to  undertake  the  fiege  of  Tyre.     This  place  is  probably  Alexan- 
drofchoene,  of  the  Jerufalem  Itinerary,  placed  twelve  miles  from  Tyre,  which  mufl;  be 
an  error  in  relation  to  the  difhince,  as  it  is  not  fo  far. 

Here  we  came  into  that  part  of  Sviia,  which  was  the  ancient  Phoenicia,  a  country 
always  remarkable  for  its  commerce,  the  inhabitants  of  which  went  out  in  many 
colonies,  and  peopled  Carthage,  Sicily,  and  feveral  other  countries.  Ptolemy,  indeed, 
makes  it  to  begin  about  Dora,  near  Ca;farea  on  the  fea,  and  to  extend  northward  to  the 
river  Eleutherus,  beyond  Tripoli,  which  empties  itfelf  into  the  fea  not  far  from  the  ille 
of  Aradus. 

Near  the  ruins  beforementioned,  is  a  place  called  Elminten,  and  a  little  further  the 
fpring  Ein-el-Hamcrah  [the  red  fpring],  we  came  to  the  bed  of  the  torrent  Shebria, 
acrofs  which  there  are  remains  of  a  wall  fifteen  feet  thick,  that  was  probably  made  to 
keep  up  the  water  for  the  ufe  of  the  armies  that  were  in  thefe  parts.  The  guides  men- 
tioned a  place  on  the  hills,  called  Cana  ;  and  if  a  paifage  of  Jofliua  *,  and  St.  Jerom's 
comment  on  it,  may  be  interpreted  of  a  town  in  this  part,  and  not  of  the  noted  Cana  of 
Galilee,  polhbly  this  may  be  the  place. 

We  came  to  the  fountains  which  fupplied  the  aqueducts  of  Tyre ;  they  are  called,  as 
they  informed  me,  Talioun  t ;  we  found  the  great  (heik  of  thefe  parts  with  a  connder- 
able  company  of  attendants  who  had  fiopped  there,  but  foon  went  ;>way  ;  it  being 
ufual  for  them  to  halt  wherever  they  meet  with  a  fpring  J.  Thefe  fountains  are  about 
a  league  and  a-half  louth  eafl  of  Tyre,  and  are  called,  the  Fountains  of  Solomon  ;  they 
are  laid,  though  I  know  not  on  what  foundation,  to  have  been  made  by  him,  at  the 
time  when  he  cultivated  an  alliance  with  Hiram,  king  of  Tyre,  to  facilitate  the  building 

*  Jofhua,  xix.  28. 

•f-  Thi-y  (hewed  me  horo  a  hill,  called  Jcbd-Slicik.  and  villages  on  the  hills  of  the  following  names, 
viz.  ShaiTiah,  Emuran,  Elalily,  and  a  part  called,  OaadSh;iyty,  whid)  I  fuppofe  is  a  vale  among  the 
Iiills. 

X  Maundtel  wai  told,  that  it  was  called  Rofelayu^  that  i^j  tlie  head  of  tlic  fpring. 

of 
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of  the  temple  of  jcrufulom  ;  and  are  fuppofed  to  be  the  well  mentioned  by  him  in  the 
Canticles  •,  "  as  a  fountain  of  gardens,  a  well  of  living  waters,  and  meams  from 
Lebanon." 

Near  the  north-eafl:  corner  of  the  great  bay,  which  is  fouth  of  Tyre,  there  is  a 
fountain  inclofcd  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  others,  except  that  tlie  walls  are  not  fo 
high  ;  and  I  faw  the  foundations  and  remains  of  an  aqueduct,  which  appears  to  have 
been  low,  and  not  to  have  been  built  on  arches  ;  it  probably  went  to  old  Tyre,  which 
feems  to  have  been  in  this  corner  *  of  the  bay,  becaufe  near  the  fpring  there  is  a  little 
hill,  which,  in  all  probability,  is  the  very  mount  that  Nebuchadnezzar  raifed  in 
order  to  take  that  city,  which  was  deftroyed,  as  defcribed  by  the  prophet  Ezekiel  \  j 
and  I  faw  a  ruin  to  the  fouth  eafl;  of  this  hill.  It  is  no  wonder,  that  there  are  no 
figns  of  the  ancient  city,  fince  Alexander  carried  all  the  remains  of  it  away,  in  order 
to  join  new  Tyre  to  the  continent ;  and  as  it  is  a  Amdy  fhore,  the  face  of  every  thing 
is  altered,  and  the  great  aqueduct,  in  many  parts,  is  almofl  buried  in  the  fand. 

New  Tyre  is  now  called  Sur,  which  is  the  ancient  name  of  Tyre,  and  this  having 
been  the  chief  city  of  the  whole  country,  pofiibly  Syria  might  receive  its  name  from 
Sur.  The  Tyrians  retired  to  this  place,  which  was  then  an  ifland,  and  made  fo  great 
a  ftand  againft  Alexander  the  Great,  that  though  it  is  faid  to  have  been  half  a  mile  from 
the  land,  yet  he  joined  it  to  the  continent,  and  made  it  a  poninfula  J  ;  if  it  was  fo  far 
from  the  land,  which,  I  think,  is  much  to  be  doubted,  it  mull  have  been  a  very  fmall 
illand,  and  a  work  of  very  great  expence  to  join  it  to  the  continent.  I  obferved  a  hollow 
ground  that  croffed  the  peninfula  ;  and  the  hii^her  ground  to  the  weft  of  it  was  probably 
the  eaft  part  of  the  ifland.  There  are  feme  few  remains  of  the  walls  all  round,  and  of 
a  port  on  the  north  fide,  defended  by  ftrong  walls  ;  at  the  eaft  end  alfo  there  are  ruins 
of  two  great  fquare  towers,  very  ftrongly  built,  which  feem  to  have  ferved  for  refervoirs 
of  water  from  the  aqueduft,  in  order  to  diftribute  it  all  over  the  city ;  for  there  are 
foundations  of  a  thick  wall  from  one  to  the  other,  which  probably  are  remains  of  the 
aquedudl.  The  eaft  of  the  city  appears  to  have  been  defended  by  three  walls,  and  as 
many  foffes.  As  we  approached  towards  Tyre,  we  faw  feveral  vultures,  and  fliot  at 
them.  I  went  to  the  houfe  of  a  Maronite,  who  was  agent  for  the  French  here,  it  being 
a  place  where  they  export  great  quantities  of  corn,  and  even  Malta  itfelf  is  fupplied 
from  this  place. 

"Within  the  walls  there  are  ruins  of  a  very  large  church,  built  of  hewn  ftone,  both 
within  and  without,  in  the  Syrian  taftc,  with  three  naves,  each  of  them  ending  in  a 
femicircle  ;  there  are  alfo  very  perfeft  remains  of  feveral  buildings  to  the  north  of  it, 
which  probably  belonged  to  the  archiepifcopal  palace.  I  faw  alfo  fome  granite  pillars, 
•which,  they  fay,  are  the  remains  of  a  church  dedicated  to  St.  John,  and  near  it  is  the 
rumous  church  of  St.  Thomas,  part  of  which  is  repaired,  and  ferves  as  a  church  for 
two  or  three  Chriftian  families  that  are  there ;  befides  thefe,  there  are  few  other  inha- 
bitants, except  fome  Janizaries  who  live  in  a  mean  caftle  near  the  port ;  to  the  weft  of 
which  is  the  cuftom-houfe ;  there  are  alfo  ruins  of  two  or  three  other  churches,  but 
nothing  that  carries  any  great  figns  of  antiquity.  Both  Origen  and  the  emperor  Fre- 
deric BarbarolTa  were  buried  in  the  cathedral  church. 

According  to  Pliny's  account,  there  feems  to  have  been  a  fuburb  that  extended  to 
old  Tyre,  the  whole  city  and  fuburbs  having  been  nineteen  miles  in  compafs,  for  old 

«  Solomon's  Song,  iv.  15.  f  Ezek.xxvi.  7. 

J    1  ynis  quondam  infula,  prialto  mari  feptingentis  palTibus  divifa,  nunc  vero  Alexandri  oppugnantis  ope- 

nhus  continens Circiiitus  xix.  miU.  paffuinn  ell,  intra  Palstyro  iaclufa.     Oppidum  ipfum  xxii  ftadia 

obiineut.    PknuNat.  Ilift.  V.  17.  i-f  i- 

Tyre 
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Tyre  was  three  miles  and  three  quarters  diflant  from  this  ifland.  He  makes  Tyre  alfo 
to  be  near  two  miles  and  a  half  in  circumference,  though  it  does  not  feem  to  be  half  a 
mile  long,  nor  a  quarter  of  a  mile  broad. 

Tyre  was  at  fir(l:  governed  by  its  own  kings  ;  it  was  befieged,  without  fuccefs,  by 
Salmanafor,  king  of  AlTyria  *  ;  and  afterwards  taken  and  deftroyed  by  Nebuchodonofor, 
king  of  Babylon,  as  it  is  computed,  near  feventeen  hundred  years  after  its  foundation  t» 
Tyre  was  then  on  the  continent,  though  without  doubt  the  ifland  was  inhabited,  becaufe 
we  find  mention  made  of  it  in  fcripture  J,  and  elfewhere,  even  in  the  time  of  Solomon  §  ; 
but  the  prophecy  that  Tyre  fhould  be  built  no  more  (|,  muft  be  underftood  of  the 
ancient  city  on  the  continent.  The  city  on  the  ifland  feems  anciently  to  have  been  con- 
fidered  as  the  new  city  ;  here  the  government  feems  to  have  refided,  and  it  is  probable 
went  to  the  ifland  on  the  invafion  of  Salmanafar.  The  city  on  the  continent  probably 
then  began  to  be  difliuguiflied  from  it  by  the  name  of  old  Tyre,  or  Palsetyrus  ;  for  it  is 
faid,  that  old  Tyre  and  fome  other  cities  revolted  from  the  government  of  the  Tyrians 
to  the  kings  of  Affyria  ^.  The  city  on  the  ifland  was  rebuilt  feventy  years  after  it  was 
deftroyed,  and,  about  two  hundred  years  after  that,  it  was  taken  by  Alexander  the 
Great,  and  joined  to  the  continent.  The  inhabitants  of  this  place  became  very  zealous 
Chriftians ;  and  it  was  made  the  firft  archbifhopric  under  the  patriarchate  of  Jeru- 
falem  ;  it  was  taken  by  the  Saracens,  and  afterwards  by  the  Chriltians,  in  the  time  of 
the  holy  war ;  in  one  thoufand  two  hundred  and  eighty-nine,  it  was  retaken  by  the 
Saracens,  and  the  Chriftians  were  permitted  to  go  away  with  their  effe£ls  ;  from  this 
time  it  is  probable  its  ruin  may  be  dated.  "^I'his  city  was  anciently  famous  for  the 
worlhip  of  Jupiter  Olynipius,  and  Hercules ;  and  there  were  temples  in  it  built  to 
them  ;  it  is  not  at  prefent  noted  for  the  Tyrian  purple,  which  was  extraded  from  the 
fliell  fi(h  called  Murex**,  and  was  fo  dear,  that  it  was  only  ufed  hy  princes;  though 
without  doubt  it  might  ftill  be  made,  if  other  materials  were  not  found  to  ferve  for 
this  purpofe  at  much  eafier  rates.  The  harbour  nort|;i  of  the  i->eninfula  is  fo  good  that  all 
fliips,  whofe  bufinefs  in  the  winter  leads  them  to  traffic  with  the  merchants  of  Sidon, 
are  obliged,  by  the  contraft  of  infurance,  to  haibour  here,  where  they  take  in  their 
loading. 

Near  the  aqiicduft,  without  the  town,  I  faw  a  ruin,  which  probably  is  the  place, 
where,  according  to  a  tradition,  which  they  had  in  the  middle  ages,  though  it  is  now 
loft,  our  Saviour  preached,  when  he  came  into  the  parts  of  Tyre  and  Sidon  ;  and  on 
this  coaft  it  was  that  he  cured  the  daughter  of  the  Canaanitifti  woman  ft.  And  St.  Paul 
was  at  Tyre  when  they  difiuadcd  him  from  going  up  to  Jerufalem,  on  their  apprehend- 
ing what  dangers  would  befall  him  JJ. 

Chap.  XXI.  —  Of  the  nver  Ca/my,  of  Sarepta,  and  SiJon^ 

TWO  miles  to  the  north  of  Tyre,  in  the  road  to  Sidon,  there  is  a  fpring  called 
Bakwok ;  it  appears  to  have  been  cnclofed  with  a  wall  ;  the  waters  are  not  very 
good,  being  a  little  fait.  I  obferved  the  foundations  of  a  wall  that  went  from  it 
to  Tyre,  which  may  be  the  remains  of  an  aqucdud:  to  convey  the  water  to  the  city  for 
common  ui'es. 

Two  leagues  further  is  the  river  Cafmy,  commonly  called  by  travellers  The  Cafimir, 

•  Jofcph  Antiq.  Jud.  ix.  14.  f  Vide  Jofcph.  Antiq.  Jud.  ix.    14.  %   Ifaialii  xxiii  2.  6. 

Jtztk.  xxvi.  17.   xxvii.  4.  32.  xiviii.  a.  §  .lofepli.  Aitiq.  viii.  1.  ||    Kzik.  jcxvi.  14,21.  xxviii.  ig- 

f    Jofeph.  Aiitiq.  ix.  '4.  ••  Nunc  omins  ejus  nobilitas  conchylio  atquc  juiqjiira  conllat.  Plin.  NaC 

Hill.  V.  17.  et  Strabo  xvi.  757.  -f-f  Matt,  xv,  ii.  •  Mark,  vii.  24.  l\.  Ads,  sxi.  3,  4 
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which  tlic  writers  of  the  middle  a^^^e  falft'ly  imagine  to  be  the  river  Eloutherus,  whereas 
tliat  river  was  bovond  Tripoli;  This  niuit  be  the  reafon  why  the  hillorians  give  an  ac- 
count, that  the  emperor  Frederic  Barbarolla  was  drowned  in  the  river  Eleutherus, 
failing  oil'  from  his  horfe  as  he  w?.s  purfuing  his  enemies,  and  funk,  under  the  weight 
of  his  arniour ;  but  as  they  call  it  aUb  the  Cafamy,  it  determines  that  remarkable  piece 
of  hillory  to  this  river.  There  is  now  a  bridge  over  it  of  two  arches ;  it  is  probable 
that  the  old  bridge  was  dcftroyed  in  the  time  of  the  holy  war,  to  prevent  the  purfuit 
of  the  Chriilian  forces,  and  that  the  emperor  loft  his  life  by  attempting  to  ford  the  river  ; 
it  is  a  very  deep  rapid  ftream,  infomuch  that  travellers  do  not  think  it  fafe  to  water  their 
horfcs  in  it  unlefs  they  difmount.  This  feems  to  be  the  river  mentioned  by  Strabo,  as 
falling  into  the  fea  near  Tyre  *.  On  the  other  fide  of  this  river,  the  hills  approach 
very  near  to  the  fea,  and  fome  fpacious  fepulchral  grots  are  cut  in  them.  The  city 
called  Ornithon  might  be  here,  which  is  mentioned  as  half  way  between  Tyre  and 
Sidon  t ;  it  being  a  place  which  might  eafily  be  defended,  having  the  river  to  the  fouth, 
and  the  hills  to  the  north,  between  wliich  there  is  a  narrow  pal's  into  the  plain  where 
the  famous  city  of  Sidon  ftaiids. 

Here  I  cannot  but  make  a  conjeclure,  that  thefe  hills  were  probably  the  bounds 
between  the  ftates  of  Tyre  and  Sidon ;  as  the  fouthern  bounds  of  the  former  were  the 
hills  of  Nakoura ;  and  probably  the  river  which  runs  four  miles  north  of  Sidon,  was 
the  northern  bounds  of  that  ftate  ;  and  alfo  of  the  tribe  of  Aflier,  and  of  the  Holy 
Land  ;  and  though  th«fe  territories  might  extend  fome  way  into  the  mountains,  yet  it 
naturally  leads  to  this  reflection,  how  great  any  ftate  may  become  by  commerce  ;  fince 
neither  of  thefe  plains  are  above  twenty  miles  long,  or  more  than  five  broad ;  and  yet 
thefe  Republics  make  a  very  extraordinary  figure  in  ancient  hiftory  ;  and  Tyre  alone 
gave  tiiole  two  powerful  princes,  Nebuchadnezzar  and  Alexander  the  Great,  more 
trouble  than  any  other  ftate  in  the  courfe  of  all  their  wars. 

We  afcended  the  hills  near  the  fea  to  a  village  called  Adnou,  wliore  we  lodged  in  a 
Mocot,  which  was  in  the  yard  of  an  uninliubited  houfe.  The  next  morning,  the 
twenty-ninth,  we  defcended  the  hills  northwards  into  the  plains  of  Sidon,  near  to  the 
fea  fide,  and  pafl'ed  by  a  rifing  ground  lov  a-Js  the  fea,  which  feemed  to  be  a  good  fitua- 
tion  for  a  town,  and  I  obferved  fome  ruins  at  a  little  diftance  irom  it.  We  then  af- 
cended the  hills  to  the  eaft,  to  a  village  ^called  Serphant,  fuppofed  to  be  a  corruption 
from  the  old  Sarepta  J.  There  are  great  marks  of  improvements  about  the  hills,  and 
at  the  foot  of  them  an.  ;i  great  number  of  fepulchral  grots  cut  into  the  rock  :  it  is  faid, 
that  the  houfe  of  the  widow  who  received  Elias,  and  was  fo  niiraculoufly  fupplied  during 
his  ftay  with  her  ||,  was  by  the  lea  fide,  where  there  now  ftands  a  fmall  mofque,  into 

•  Strabo,   lib.  xvi.  p.  7;8.  f   Strabo,  ibid. 

J   Inde  .Sarepta  et  Ornithon  oppiJa  Plinii  Nat.  Hift.  v.  i~. A  fter  we  had  pafTtd  tliis  place,  I  faw  on 

the  hills  to  the  call  Ecri  Elkanrali ;  wc  pafl'ed  over  a  ftream  called  Sakat  Kloiirb) ,  on  an  old  bridge.  Near 
this  there  is  a  calUe  on  a  promontory,  ftron^ly  fiinnted  by  nature,  and  called  L'onrge  Elourby,  there  being 
a  village  nearciled  hlourhy.  To  the  eall  we  palTed  over  the  river  Norey,  and  faw  Cubegoii  ;  we  then 
came  to  the  fountain  Elborok,  mentioned  below.  To  the  fouth  of  it  is  TelEborck  ;  we  went  over  the 
bed  of  the  winter  torrent  Ezn-on,  and  afterwards  that  of  Zaheitanete.  Near  this  is  the  way  io  Damafcus, 
w.iich ^jfoes  by  the  villap-e  of  Gafih,  which  I  faw,  and  fu  ther  north  Mahmetfiry  ;  between  tliem  is  a  vale 
ca'.kd  Zaal-el  Gafili.  We  went  over  the  river  called  Nar-Sinct,  and  fuw  the  village  Darbefeiah  ;  to^the 
rijicht  beyond  it  is  the  mountain  called  Jebel  Macduta.  Near  Sidon  we  pafTed  over  the  river  Nahr-Iheinh, 
ai.d  faw  ihe  hill  Jel)el'aida-Mar-Ei!as,  commonly  called  the  hill  of  Si<lon,  which  is  to  the  eaft  of  the  city  ; 
at  the  fc  Ot  of  it  is  EUnrah;  and  juft  at  the  entrance  of  the  town  1  pafTsd  over  the  river  Narel-Barout,  winch 
I  conjectured  might  be  the  fouthern  bounds  of  the  old  town. 

1)   I  Kings,  xvii.  9.     Luke,  iv.  26.. 
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which  I  entered.  There  Is  a  little  cell  in  it,  where  tliey  f:iy,  the  prophet  lay.  The 
old  Sarepta  war,  molt  probably  here,  for  I  faw  fevoral  foundations  ot  walls  ;  and  thofe 
fepulchres  mull  have  belon;:;ed  to  the  people  of  this  town.  About  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
north  of  the  mofque  are  fonie  ruins  of  a  very  ancient  building,  as  I  conjeciured  it  to  be, 
from  a  round  plinth,  which  projected  about  a  foot  beyond  the  pillar,  and  the  edges  of 
it  were  taken  off;  the  whole  being  exa£i:ly  after  the  manner  of  the  very  ancient  archi- 
tedure,  which  I  faw  in  Upper  Egypt.  If  this  place  was  not  Sarepta,  it  might  be 
Ad  Nonum  of  the  Jerufaleni  Itinerary,  which  is  computed  about  four  miles  from  Sidon, 
and  twelve  from  Tyre. 

A  little  further  to  the  north,  is  a  hne  fpring  called  Elborok  ;  it  had  a  wall  round  it, 
in  order  to  raife  the  water,  as  there  is  about  thofe  of  Tyre  ;  and  I  could  fee  the  foun- 
dations of  the  aquedud  from  that  place  to  Sidon,  of  which  they  have  an  account  by 
tradition. 

The  plain  of  Sidon  is  not  above  two  miles  wide ;  to  the  eaft  of  it  there  are  fine 
fruitful  hills ;  whereas  the  plain  of  Tyre  is  four  or  five  miles  broad,  but  the  hills  to 
the  eaft  of  it  are  high,  and  covered  with  wood,  and  do  not  feem  to  be  capable  of  any 
other  improvement.  When  we  approached  Sidon,  I  faw,  about  a  mile  from  the-town,. 
an  antient  Roman  milliary  in  the  road,  fet  up  in  the  time  of  the  emperor  Septimius 
Severus  ;  it  is  a  round  pillar  of  grev  granite,  ■: 

When  I  arrived  at  Sidon,  I  went  to  the  conv.ent  of  the  monks  of  the  Holy  Sepul- 
chre, to  whom  I  was  recommended,  and  was  entertained  by  them  during  ray  flay  at 
Sidon.  I  alfo  received  many  civilities  from  the  French  merchants,  and  I  was  one  day 
entertained  by  them  with  a  collation  in  a  garden,  under  the  (hade  of  apricot  tree', 
and  the  fruit  of  them  •  was  Ihook  on  us,  as  an  inllance  of  their  great  plenty  and 
abundance. 

Some  think  that  Sidon,  or  Zidon,  was  built  by  Sidon  the  fon  of  Canaan,  the  grand- 
fon  of  Noah  *  ;  others  fuppofe  tl-KU  it  had  its  name  from  the  fifliing  trade  carried  on 
here,  which  is  called  in  the  Syrian  language  Sida ;  Bethhda  being  the  houfe  of  fiflier- 
men.  It  is  a  city  of  very  great  antiquity,  being  mentioned  by  Jacob  in  his  prophetic 
fpeech  concerning  the  country  which  his  fons  were  to  inherit  f.  And  we  have  an 
account  that  Jofhua  chafed  the  kings  from  the  waters  of  Rlerom  to  the  great  Zidon  +,  as 
it  is  called  in  another  place  §.  This  city  was  in  the  tribe  of  Afher,  but  the  Ifraclites  could 
not  drive  out  the  inhabitants  of  it  [|.  It  always  underwent  much  the  fame  fate  as  Tyre. 
During  the  time  of  the  holy  war,  Lewis  the  ninth  of  France  repaired  the  city.  It  was 
a  place  of  great  trade,  and  was  famous  for  a  manufadure  of  glafs  ^.  The  Sidonians 
are  alfo  faid  to  be  the  inventors  of  arithmetic  and  aftronomy**.  This  city  is  now  called 
Saida,  and  is  thought  to  be  older  than  Tyre ;  the  ancients  fay  it  was  twenty-fivo  miles 
diftant  from  that  city  to  the  north,  though  it  is  not  fo  much  ff  ;  and  is  computed  to  be 
fixty-fix  miles  about  well  fouth  well  of  Damafcus,  and  a  day's  journey  from  the  rife  ot  the 
river  Jordan  ;  it  was  fituated  on  a  rifmg  ground,  defended  by  the  fea  on  the  north  and 
weft.  The  prefent  city  is  moftly  on  the  north  fide  of  the  hill ;  the  old  city  feems  to 
have  extended  further  cafl,  as  may  be  judged  from  the  foundations  of  a  thick  wall 
that  extends  from  the  fea  to  the  cail  ;  on  the  fouth  it  was  probably  bounded  by  a  rivu- 
let, the  large  bed  of  which  might  ferve  for  a  natural  fofle ;  as  another  might,  which  is 
on  the-  nortli  fide,  if  the  city  extended  fo  far,  as  fome  feem  to.think  it  did,  and  that  it 
Ilretched  to  the  call  as  far  as  the  high  hill,  which  is  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile 
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from  the  prefcnt  town.  The  fpace  between  that  hill  and  the  town  is  now  all  laid  out 
in  gard'  .it-,  or  orchards,  which  appear  very  beautiful  at  a  diflance.  On  the  north  fide 
of  the  town,  there  are  jrreat  ruins  of  a  fine  port,  the  walls  of  wliich  were  built  with 
very  large  ftone?.,  twelve  feet  in  length,  which  is  the  thicknefs  of  the  wall,  and  foinc 
are  eleven  feet  broad,  and  five  deep  ;  the  harbour  is  now  choaked  up  ;  and  this,  as  well 
as  fome  other  ports  on  the  coafl,  are  faid  to  have  been  deftroyed  by  Feckerdine,  tiiat 
they  niiglit  not  be  harbours  for  the  Grand  Signer's  galleys  to  land  forces  againft  him. 
This  harbour  feems  to  be  the  inner  port,  mentioned  by  Strabo  *,  for  the  winter  ; 
the  outer  one  probably  being  to  the  north  in  the  open  fea  between  Sidon  and  Ty  e, 
where  the  ihipijinj  ride  in  fafety  during  the  fununer  feafon.  In  a  garden  to  the  fouih 
of  the  town,  there  is  a  fmall  niofque  called  Nebi-Sidon,  where  the  Turks  fav  the  patriarch 
Zabulon  was  buried  ;  though  it  does  not  appeiu  that  his  bones  were  brought  out  of 
Egypt ;  but,  if  I  miltake  not,  the  Jews  lay  that  he  was  buried  in  Sichem.  In  another 
garden  to  the  eaft  is  fuch  another  mofque,  called  by  the  Mahometans,  Zaloufa,  who 
pretend  alfo  that  fome  holy  perfon  is  buried  there ;  the  Europeans  call  it  La  Cananea, 
being,  as  it  is  faid,  the  place  where  the  Canaanitifh  woman  cried  out,  "  Bleded  is  the 
"  womb  that  bare  thee,  and  the  paps  that  thou  haft  fucked."  This  building  has  the 
appearance  of  an  ancient  chapel.  On  the  high  ground  to  the  weft  of  the  town,  there 
is  a  large  old  church  turned  into  a  mofque. 

The  higheft  ground  of  the  old  city  feems  to  have  been  a  litlle  hill  on  the  nortli 
fide,  where  there  are  great  remains  ot  an  old  caftle,  faid  to  be  built  by  Lewis  the  ninth 
of  France  :  but  on  the  fummit  of  the  hill  there  is  a  work  of  an  older  date,  which  is  a 
fquare  caftle  of  hewn  ftone  rufticated,  and  there  are  remains  of  a  circular  wall,  with 
which  that  building  was  probably  encompaHcd  ;  it  might  be  a  work  of  the  Greek  em« 
perors,  repaired  or  rebuilt  by  Lewis  the  ninth.  On  the  north  alfo,  by  the  bed  of  the 
torrent  El-hamly,  to  which  I  fuppofe  the  town  extended,  I  obferved  an  old  building, 
which  they  call  the  Venetian  Kane,  and  probably  it  belonged  to  them  when  they  traded 
to  thefe  parrs.  Three  quarters  of  a  mile  eaft  of  the  town  is  a  hill  called  Saida-Mar- 
Elias  ;  at  the  foot  of  it  there  is  a  village  called  El-hai'a,  and  about  three  quarters  of  the 
way  up  the  hill,  there  is  a  mofque  v;ith  a  fepulchre  named  Jeb-Zachariah  ;  on  the  top 
of  the  hill  there  is  a  ciftern  called  by  the  name  of  Elias.  The  Turks  Iiave  a  public 
praying  pkce  here.  On  the  right  I  faw  Ein-Dielp,  on  the  left  Avara,  and  further 
El-IIelely. 

Sidon  is  the  place  of  refidence  of  a  paftia,  and  there  are  in  it  a  great  number  of  new 
well-built  houfes.  The  trade  here  is  carried  on  entirely  by  the  French,  the  export  being 
chiefly  raw  filk,  cotton,  and  corn.  Their  conful  obliges  them  to  live  all  in  one  Kane, 
in  which  the  Jefuits,  Capuchins,  and  the  fathers  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre,  have  their 
refpedive  convents. 

Going  out  of  Sidon,  I  faw  feveral  fepulchral  grots  cut  in  the  rock  at  the  foot  of  the 
hills  ;  fome  of  them  are  adorned  with  pilafters,  and  painted  in  a  very  haudfome  manner. 

•  Stiabo,  xvi.  p.  ^56. 


ADE- 


(    475    ) 

A  DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  EAST,  &c. 
BY  RICHARD  POCOCKE,  LL.D.  F.R.S. 
Book  the  Second.     Of  Syria  aiid  Mefopotamia. 


Chap.  I.  —  Of  Syria  in  general.     Of  the  places  between  Sidon  and  Bayrctit. 

CYRIA  extends  northwards  from  Paleftine  to  the  mountains  of  Amanus  and  Taurus, 
having  the  Euphrates  and  Arabia  Deferta  to  the  eafl,  and  the  Mediterranean  fea  to 
the  weft ;  it  was  divided  into  feveral  parts,  which  chiefly  had  their  names  from  the 
principal  cides  of  thofe  territories.  Paleftine  indeed  is  looked  on  by  fome  as  a  part 
of  Syria.  Phoenicia  was  another  diftricl,  part  of  which  was  the  Holy  Land,  and  began, 
as  Tome  fay,  about  the  fouthern  part  of  the  territory  of  Tyre,  or,  as  others  affirm, 
near  Cccfarea  by  the  fea,  and  extended  northward  to  the  river  Eleutherus  beyond 
Tripoli.  Thefe  countries  were  antiently  divided  into  fmall  kingdoms,  fuch  as  were 
thole  of  Damafcus,  Hamath,  Zobah,  and  Gefher ;  and  in  Phoenicia,  thofe  of  Tyre, 
Sidon,  and  Aradus.  They  were  all  conquered  by  the  AfTyrians,  and  afterwards  by 
the  Greeks.  Svria  was  made  a  kingdom,  under  the  fucceflbrs  of  one  of  Alexander's 
generals ;  the  Romans  put  an  end  to  their  power ;  and  from  the  eaftcrn  emperors,  it 
came  into  the  hands  of  the  Saracens,  from  whom  it  was  taken  by  the  prefeut  Ottoman 
family,  that  enjoy  the  Turkifli  em})ire. 

1  fct  out  on  the  thirty-firll;  from  Sidon,  and  pafied  feveral  rivulets,  and  by  two  foun- 
tiiins,  one  called  Elepher,  and  the  other  Brias.  About  two  miles  north  of  Sidon,  we 
came  to  a  confiderable  rivulet  called  Elouly,  very  near  the  hills  that  are  to  the  north 
of  this  plain  ;  which  river,  I  conj'.'d;ure,  ni'ght  be  the  bounds  of  the  tribe  of  Afher, 
and  of  the  Holy  Land ;  there  is  a  large  bridge  over  it  of  ruiUc  work,  confifting  only 
of  one  arch. 

"We  pafTed  over  the  hills,  which  are  called  the  Mountains  of  the  Drufes,  from  tlie 
people  that  inhabit  them  ;  there  is  a  tower  at  the  end  of  them,  called  Bourge  Romely, 
from  a  village  on  a  hill  of  that  name  *  ;  we  came  to  a  bay  about  tour  miles  over ;  cppofite 
to  the  middle  of  it  is  a  village  calkd  Jee,  and  a  mofque  near  the  fhorc,  with  a  well  by  it, 
called  the  well  cf  Jonah,  where,  they  fay,  the  prophet  Jonah  was  thrown  out  by  the 
vh.ile  :  here  I  fjw  fome  broken  pillars,  a  Corinthian  capital,  and  ruins  on  each  fide 
of  a  mountain  torrent,  which  may  be  Parphirion  of  the  Jorulalem  Itinerary,  eight 
miles  from  Sidon.  After  fome  time  we  came  to  the  tower  Bourge -Damour,  and  foon 
after  to  the  river  Damour,  which  muft  be  the  Tamvras  of  Strabo,  half  wav  between 
.Sidon  and  Bcrytus,  and  may  be  the  river  mentioned  by  Ptolemy,  as  four  miles  fouth 
of  Berytus,  which  he  calls  The  Lyon,  [A^ai-i,  though  it  does  not  anfwer  to  that 
diflance,  but  tiiere  is  no  other  river  in  tnis  road  nearer  to  that  city  ;  and  this  feems 

*  V>c  paiTcJ  tliii  part  of  the  hilb,  and  came  to  a  rlaiii  bftwcen  the  hills  about  a  mile  over,  and  thea 
to  Oua '.  i-1-Gcdcrah,  which,  I  belifvc,  may  be  a  movriiaiii  torrent  ;  in  this  plain  then-  is  a  village  called 
Gedcrah,  which  !>  to  the  eaft  on  the  hilN,  and  likewife  Kephermai  ili.  W'c  then  wont  about  a  mile  over 
a  low  hill,  and  came  to  a  plain  halt  a  mile  broad.  V\  c  croffcd  fuch  another  hill,  ind  iw  about  a  mile  came 
to  the  bay. 
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the  more  probable,  as  Strabo  mentions  the  city  of  Lyons,  and  the  j;:rove  of  JE^cu- 
lapius,  with  this  river*.  A  few  miles  further  we  paflcd  by  a  village  called  Carney  ;  at 
a  well  that  is  near  it,  I  faw  an  ancient  ftone  coffin,  a  fine  piece  of  entablature,  fome 
lar^e  hewn  floncs,  ana  two  round  vales  of  red  and  white  marble.  At  fume  di'tance 
from  this  place  to  the  north,  on  a  rifing  ground,  are  feveral  ftone  coffins  cut  out  of 
the  rock,  vith  large  covers,  very  much  like  thof^'  at  Zal  near  mount  Tabor;  and 
bevond  them  I  faw  the  remains  of  a  wall  twelve  feet  thick,  which  was  continued  along 
on  the  eaft  fide  of  them  :  this  might  be  Heldua,  mentioned  in  the  Jerufalem  lunerary,. 
as  twelve  miles  from  Berito,  though  this  place  is  not  above  fix  or  feven  ;  fo  that  there 
may  be  a  miftake  in  the  Itinerary,  as  there  certainly  is  in  the  dillance  between  Berito 
and  Sidon ;  it  being  put  down  as  twenty-eight  miles,  though  it  is  not  above  twenty, 
as  the  lateft  fea  charts  make  it.  The  diftance  alio  of  eight  miles  from  Parphirion,  on 
this  fuppofition,  is  much  too  great ;  this  may  be  the  fame  as  the  city  of  Lyons  of  Strabo f. 
We  foon  came  to  the  tower  of  Bourge-Hele,  and  then  palled  over  a  rivulet,  called 
Alopha  ;  from  a  village  of  that  name,  which  is  to  the  eaft.  We  then  came  to_a 
verv  fine  countr)',  between  the  cape  on  which  Bayreut  fiands,  and  the  lulls  to  the  eaft  : 
on  the  fide  of  thefe  mountains  we  faw  three  large  villages  that  are  contiguous,  and 
are  called  Sukefet,  from  which  that  hill  and  country  have  their  name.  If  I  do  not 
miftake,  I  was  informed,  that  one  of  thefe  villages  was  inhabited  by  Drufes,  the  other 
by  Chriftians,  and  the  third  by  that  fed  of  Mahometans,  called  Arnadci,  who,  as  1 
was  informed,  arc  followers  of  Ali.  After  my  return  from  the  eaft,  I  was  infoimed  by 
a  confiderable  Maronite  of  great  credit,  that  there  had  been  an  Arabic  prefs  among  the 
Maronites  for  many  years  ;  and  by  the  defcription  he  gave  of  that  place,  1  concluded, 
that  it  was  at  this  village,  though  I  omitted  to  takedown  the  name  from  him.  Further- 
in  the  country  is  Itefe,  and  beyond  it  Jebel  Sewene.  We  palied  through  Bourge 
Elgrage,  and  faw  Edfliaim  in  the  bottom,  and  higher  up  Elmeleele-.  We  pailied 
through  a  large  grove  of  olive  trees,  and  as  we  approached  near  Bayreut,  I  found  the 
country  exceedingly  pleafant,  being  a  rich  foil  finely  improved.  About  two  miles 
before  we  came  to  this  city,  we  palled  through  a  fine  grove  of  tall  pines  on  the  pro- 
montory ;  which,  it  is  faid,  the  famous  Feckerdine  planted  with  his  own  hands,  though 
It  feems  to  be  a  miftake,  as  this  grove  is  mentioned  to  have  been  of  great  ufe  to  the 
Clirift-ans  in  befieging  Bayreut,  in  the  time  of  the  holy  war.  A  finer  fituation  cannot 
be  imagined  ;  it  is  a  greon  fod,  and  ends  on  the  eaft  fide  with  a  hanging  ground  over  a 
beautiful  valley,  through  which  the  river  of  Bayreut  runs  ;  the  north  end  commands  a 
view  of  the  fea,  and  a  profpeft  of  the  fine  gardens  of  Bayreut  to  the  north-weft. 

The  city  of  Bayreut  is  the  ancient  Berytus.  Auguftus  when  he  made  it  a  colony, 
called  it  after  the  name  of  his  daughter,  with  the  epithet  of  happy,  naming  it  Colonia 
Felix  JuliaJ.  This  town  was  taken  from  the  Saracens  by  Baldwin,  king  of  Jerufalem, 
after  a  vigorous  ficge,  in  one  thoufand  one  hundred  and  eleven ;  and  was  retakea 
by  Salladine  in  one  thoufand  one  hundred  and  eighty  feven ;  it  was  afterwards  often 
taken  and  retaken  during  the  holy  war.  This  city  was  antiently  a  place  of  ftudy,  more 
particularly  of  the  civil  law^  and  efpecially  about  the  time  that  Chriftianity  began  to 
be  putilickly  eftabliflied  §. 

*   Strabo,  xvi.  p.  756.  f     IbiJ.  and  fee  note  jKollowing  ; 

t   In   ura  maritinia   etiaranum    fubjeda   Libano,  fiuvius  lVIat;oras  :    Bcrytus   colonia,   qux  Felix  Jiilia- 
apyellatur,    Lconlos  oppidum,  flum.eu   Lycos,    Palatbyblos,  flumen   Adonis.     OppiJa,  Byblos,  Botrys^ 
Gigarta.  Tru-rib.  CalaiMos.      Plin.  Nal.  HiR.  v.  17.  rr      '      J 

§  Sec  the  Lcclcfiallical  Hiilories  of  Euftbius  and  Socratej, 
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It  is  fituated  over  the  fea  on  a  gentle  rifing  c;round,  on  tlie  north  fide  of  a  broad 
promontory.  The  gardens  appear  very  beautiful  on  the  hanging  ground  over  it : 
the  old  port  is  a  little  bay,  and  was  well  fecurcd  by  ftrong  piers,  which  were  deftroyed  by 
Feckerdine,  as  mentioned  before,  for  he  had  pollefTion  of  this  city  ;  and  his  fucceflors, 
the  princes  of  the  Drufes,  have  moft  of  them  been  made  governors  of  it,  till  of  late 
years  the  Turks  have  thought  proper  to  take  it  out  of  their  hands  :  to  the  eafl;  of 
the  port  is  a  caO  ie  built  on  two  rocks  in  the  fea,  with  a  bridge  to  it.  Eaft  of  this, 
over  the  fea  clilty,  is  another  ca(lle  ;  and  to  the  eaft  of  that,  are  remains  of  a  very  large 
one,  defended  with  a  folfe,  where  I  faw  fome  broken  pillars.  About  a  furlong  to 
the  eaft  of  this  place,  I  came  to  the  old  city  walls  on  that  fide.  The  town  may  be 
near  i.wo  miles  in  circumference,  and  is  defended  with  a  very  indifferent  wall,  which 
on  the  weft  fide,  is  built  of  hewn  ftone,  with  fome  fmall  Iquarc  towers,  and  part  of  it 
mav  be  the-  remains  of  the  ancient  wall.  At  a  little  diftance  to  the  weft  of  the  town 
is  a  fiaall  bay,  wi.ich  opens  to  the  north,  where  I  fiiw  fome  figns  of  ruins,  but  I  could 
not  judge  wf'.it  they  were;  it  is  poliible  the  theatre  built  by  Agrippa  migiit  be  here, 
and  be  contrived  fo  as  to  h;ive  the  advantage  of  the  hill,  like  th.ofe  of  Pola  and 
Fr  ju;:,  and  the  fea  may  have  wafhed  it  dvvay.  Some  authors  alfo  mention  an  amphi- 
theatre in  this  town.  I  copied  an  ancient  Greek  infcription  over  the  fouth  gate.  In 
the  middle  of  the  city  there  is  a  large  well-built  mofque,  fupported  bv  Gothic  pillars, 
which  was  formerly  a  church  dedicated  to  St.  John.  There  are  feveral  granit;^  pillars 
about  the  town,  and  particularly  {vs.  or  feven  of  grey  granite  in  one  part,  fome  ftanding, 
and  fome  lying  on  rhe  ground. 

The  things  moft  to  be  remarked  in  this  city  are  the  improvements  of  Feckerdine  ; 
rhat  prince  having  acquired  a  tafte  for  architecture,  during  his  ftay  at  the  court  of 
Florence..  His  fcraglio,  whicli  is  now  only  the  ihell  of  a  building,  has  the  air  of  a 
Roman  palace  ;  water  was  conveyed  by  channels  in  the  walls  through  all  the  apart- 
ments, and  in  the  middle  of  it  is  a  garden  of  very  large  lemon  trees :  the  ftablcs  are 
truly  magnificent,  built  with  feveral  rows  of  fquare  pillars,  and  there  are  niches  on 
the  fides  within,  with  a  ftone  manger  at  the  bottom  of  each  of  them  for  the  horfes 
provender.  There  are  feveral  other  unfinifhed  buildings,  that  have  even  a  greater,  iur 
of  maf.nificence  in  them,  and  look  more  like  the  remains  of  antient  Roman  buildings, 
than  unfiniftied  modern  ones. 

This  town  is  under  the  influence  of  the  Maronites  and  Drufes,  as  many  other  places 
are  under  the  Arabs,  and  the  inhabitants  of  mount  Libanon  or  Antilibanon  dare  not 
go  to  any  other  town.  When  I  came  to  Bayreut  I  went  to  the  Capuchin  convent, 
wljcre  I  wius  very  civilly  received  ;  there  was  only  one  morrk  in  it,  who  refides  there- 
chiefly  on  account  of  tlic  French  fhips  that  come  hito  this  place. 

Chap.  II.  —  Of  the  river  Lycus.     The  territory  of  the  prince  of  the  Dnifcs  ;  mid  of 

the  Maronites  and  Drufes. 

1  SET  forward  on  my  journey  from  Bayreut  on  the  firft  of  June,  and  went  to  the 
eaft  along  the  (ide  of  the  bay  ;  after  having  travelled  about  a  league,  we  came  to  the 
place  where,  they  fay,  St.  George  killed  the  dragon  which  was  about  to  devour  the 
king  of  Bayreut's  daughter  :  there  is  a  mofque  on  the  Ipot,  which  was  formerly  a 
Greek  church  ;  near  it  is  a  well,  and  they  fay,  that  the  dragon  uliially  came  out  of 
the  hole,  which  is  now  the  mouth  of  it.  The  writers  of  the  miildle  age  fay  this  place 
was  called  Ca])padocia.  In  this  mofque  1  faw  an  extraordinary  ceremony  performed 
on  one  of  the  Turks  that  was  with  me  j  who  fitting  down  on  the  grouud,  the  religious 

perfon, 
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pcrfon,  who  had  the  care  of  the  mofquo,  took  a  piece  of  a  fmall  marble  pillar,  in 
which,  they  fay,  there  is  an  extraordinary  virtue  ajainfl  all  forts  of  p^iins,  and  roll  d 
it  on  the  back  of  the  Turk  for  a  coufiderable  time.  About  a  niile  to  the  eafl  of 
this  place  we  crod'-'d  over  the  river  of  Bayreut,  on  a  bridge  of  fcven  arches,  fonie  of 
which  are  of  antient  workinanfliip.  This  river  runs  to  the  north,  along  the  plain 
which  is  eaft  of  the  grove  of  pines  :  it  may  be  the  river  Magoras,  of  Pliny,  r.nd  a.^re^-s 
with  his  order  in  fpeaking  of  places ;  though  fonie  think  that  it  is  the  fame  as>  the 
Tamyras.  Soon  after  we  had  pafled  this  riyer,  we  turned  to  the  north,  and  w.'nt 
along  the  ftrand  under  the  high  clifts  for  about  an  hour  and  a  half,  and  came  to  the 
famous  road,  which  is  cut  like  a  terrace  on  the  well  and  north  fides  of  w.t  mi  untain, 
over  the  fea,  and  en  the  fouth  fide  of  the  river  Lycus ;  the  road  being,  as  I  conjecture, 
about  half  a  mile  long ;  it  is  very  much  like  that  road  which  is  near  the  fountruns  of 
Tyre,  and  is  faid  to  have  been  made  by  Alexander.  We  afcended  it  going  to  the 
north  ;  over  the  highefl  part  there  are  remains  of  a  tower ;  we  then  defcended,  and 
turning;  to  the  eaft;  afcended  again.  This  road  was  formerly  called  Via  Aiitonini.ma  ; 
the  afcent  to  it  is  dillicult,  and  a  Latin  infcription  is  cut  on  tlie  rock,  mentioning  che 
name  of  the-  road  ;  and  that  it  was  made  by  the  emperor  Aurelius.  I  faw  fome  fmall 
figures  of  men  in  relief,  cut  in  different  compartments,  but  very  much  defaced  by 
time ;  one,  I  oblerved,  wore  a  particular  cap  like  the  Phrygian  bonnet ;  prob;ibly  it 
was  the  Perfian  habit,  and  may  be  as  old  as  the  time  when  the  Perfians  had  pofi'eflion  of 
thefe  countries.  Under  this  road  runs  the  river  Keip,  as  it  is  called  in  Arabic  :  it  is 
the  Lycus  of  the  Greeks,  that  is,  the  Dog  river  ;  fo  called,  as  it  is  faid,  from  the 
ftatue  of  a  dog,  which  was  formerly  there.  On  one  fide  of  the  road  there  is  a  ruin 
fomething  like  the  pedeflal  of  a  ftatue,  and  below  it  in  the  fea,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river,  is  a  large  Hone,  vhich  the  people  fliew  for  the  flatue  of  the  dog,  from  which, 
they  fay,  the  river  received  its  name  ;  and  there  is  a  relief  on  the  rock  over  the  river  at 
the  end  of  the  bridge,  which  is  much  defaced,  and  feems  to  have  repreiented  a  dog. 
This  river  was  formerly  navigable,  though  the  Ibeam  is  very  rapid*.  Oppofite  to 
the  fouth  end  of  the  bridge,  is  an  infcription  in  an  eailern  charader,  which  feemed 
to  be  very  ancient.  The  bridge  over  the  river  has  four  arches,  one  of  which  is  large, 
being  built,  as  they  fay,  by  Ftckerdine  ;  this  river  was  the  bounds  between  the  Patri- 
archates of  Jcrufalem  and  Antioch.  On  the  other  fide  of  the  bridge  is  an  aqueduct 
brought  four  miles  along  tlie  fide  of  the  hill,  and  is  of  fo  great  a  height,  that  feventeen 
arches  about  twenty  iect  high,  are  built  againft  the  hill  near  the  bridge,  for  the  water 
to  run  on  ;  it  is  the  work  of  one  of  the  fucceffors  of  Feckerdine,  in  order  to  water  a 
fmall  plain  by  the  f  ni,  from  which  one  afcends  the  Caftravan  mountains,  which  extend 
northward  near  to  the  ancient  city  Byblus,  now  called  Elbcle,  where  alfo  the  dominions 
of  the  prince  of  the  Drufes  end,  which  begin  near  Sidon,  and  only  include  the  moun- 
tai;is.  _  'Ihis  part,  called  the  Caftravan  mountains,  is  inhabited  folely  by  Maronite 
Chriflians  ;  the  other  parts  being  poffefled  by  the  Drufes  and  Chriftians  promif;uou(ly. 
'1  he  mountains  of  Caltravan  are  part  either  of  Libanon  or  Antilibanon,  according  as 
the  bounds  of  thofe  mountains  are  fixed.  The  name  of  Libanon  is  now  given  only 
to  thofe  mountains  that  are  north  eaft  and  fouth  eaft  cf  Tripoli,  which  ftretch  northwards 
to  Laodicea  Cabiofa,  near  the  ancient  Hems  or  Emefa.  Thefe  mountains  arc  high  and 
rocky,  but  the  afcent  is  not  very  difficult ;  the  higheft  parts  are  almoft  all  the  year 
covered  with  fnow.  It  is  furprifing  to  fee  fuch  barren  hills  fo  well  inhabited  and 
improved  j  they  are  chieliy  cultivated  with  mulberry-trees  for  filk-worms,  and  alfo  with 

*  Strabo,  xvi.  p.  755. 
I  vineyards. 
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vineyards,  \vhich  produce  excellent  wine,  far  preferable  to  any  other  wines  of  Syria. 
On  thefe  mountains,  a  confiderable  way  up,  I  faw  the  rocks  rifing  above  the  ground 
in  fuch  extraordinary  figures,    for  about  two   miles,    that  at  a  little  diftance  they 
appeared  like  a  ruined  city,  rcfembling  cafties,  towers,  and  houfes,  and  even  fome  of 
them  like  men.     Such  a  fcene  as  this   probably  gave  rife  to   the  fable  of  a  petrified 
city  beyond  Tripoli  in  Africa.     The  mountains  are  inlmbited  altogether  by  Chriftians 
and  they  do  not  ."ufler  Mahometans  to  fettle  on  them,  nor  even  the  padvas  themfelves 
to  come  up  the  hills.     The  prince  of  the  Driifes  pays  a  certain  fuin  for  his  whole 
country  to  the  Grand  Signor,  which  confifls  of  thefe  mount;uns  from  Sidon  to  Efbefe 
or  Byblus  ;  and  he  refides  at  a  place  called  Der-el-Kemer,   [The  Convent  of  the  Moonl. 
The  people  pay  for  their  lands  to  this  prince.     It  is  a  place  of  refuge  for  Chriftians 
from  the  tyranny  of  the  Turkilh  governors,  and  efpecially  for  thofe  unhappy  wretches 
who,  having  denied  the  faith,  repent  of  it,  and  become  Chriflians  again.     Every  village 
has  a  well  built  church,  and  there  are  almoil  as  many  monaftcries  as  villages,  and  to  alt 
their  churches  they  have  a  bell,  which  is  an  extraordinary  thing  in  thefe  parts. 

As  I  obferved  before,  they  are  all  Maronites  on  thefe  mountains,  and  acknowledo-e 
the  pope.     The  patriarch  of  the  Maronites,  who,  as  I  apprehend,  is  a  fort  of  Legatus 
natus,    is  elefted   by  the  bifhops,  about  ten  in  number,   and   the  governors   of  the 
country;  every   diftrid:  hiving  over  it   a  fheik  or  head;    the  ufual  refidence  of  the. 
patriarch  is  at  Cannobine  on  mount  Libanon,  but  I  waited  on  him  at  a  Httle  convent 
near  the  top  of  tliefe  mountains,  he  having  retired  to  this  part  on  account  of  fome 
difturbances  in  the  country  where  he  ul'uaJly  refides ;   he  is  one  of  the  principal  families 
of  the  Maronites,  was  married,  and   has  children  ;   but  being  a  widower,  he  became 
a  monk,  and  was  promoted  to  this  dignity,      ihe  bifliops  have  their  fees  at  fome  cities 
near,  many  of  which  are  ruined,  fo  that  they  moftly  refide  in  coiivents  on  the  moun- 
tains.    The  monks  are  of  the  order  of  faint  Antonio  the  Egyptian  ;  if  I  do  not  miflake 
mod  of  them  are  reformed  by  a  monk  of  Aleppo,  and  called  Aleppines.     Many  of 
thefe  convents  have  been  built  within  thefe  fifty  years  pafl,  and  rnoit  of  them  have  a 
nunu:.  y  adjoining  ;  but  they  have  ufually  only  poor  old  women  in  them  for  the  fervice 
of  the  convent?.     The  monks,  both  priells  and  others  (as  in  all  the  eaftern  churches'), 
are  employ.';d  in  taking  cxce  of  their  lands,  being  perfons  of  no  learning.     They  uuially 
perform  tiieir  long  offices  of  devotion  by  night,  which  are  in  the  Syriac   lanju.io-e 
that  they  do  not  unJerfland  ;  and  being  ufed  to   that  charader,  both  they,  and  the 
Syrians,    or  Jacobites,  write  the  Arabic,    their  native  tongue,  in  Syrian  charaftera. 
In  the  reformed  convents  the  fuperior  is  chofen  every  three  years  ;  whereas  in  the  others 
they  continue  during  life;   and,  if  I  miftake  not,  take  the  vow  of  poverty,  which  the 
eaftern  monks  generally  do  not,  and  the  inconvenience  of  not  taking  fuch  a  vow  in 
that  ftation  of  life,  appeal's  very  much,  in  a  pL;ople  who  have  naturally  fuch  an  exor- 
bitant love  of  money,  as  it  necelfarily  expofes  them  to  many  temptations.     There  are 
alfo  fome  few  nunneries  that  are  not  dependant  on  the  monafteries,  though  they  are 
very  rare  in  the  eaftern  countries,  and  are  rather  like  hofpitals  for  the  aged  and  decrepit; 
and  if  any  young  women  are  in  them,  they  generally  continue  in  a  ftate  of  probation, 
rarely  taking  the  vow,  and  lb   may  change  their  manner  of  life  when  they  pleafe ; 
which  might  be  an  improvement  on  that  kind  of  inftiiution.     I  was  at  a  nunnery  of 
Greek  catholics  on  thefe   mountains,  which  had  been  very  lately  founded  by  fome 
young  ladies  of  Aleppo,  on  the  rule  of  St.  Francis  de  Sales,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Jefuits,  who   have  a  convent  near.     Thefe  ladles  were  at  this  time  retired  to  it,  to 
perforin  their  two  years   of  probation,  in  order  to   take  the  vow.     There  is  alio  an 
Arntcnian  catholic  convent,  founded  by  a  bilhop,  whom  I  faw  tliere,  and  who  w.<s 
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obliged  to  rctirp  to  tliefo  parts,  on  accoxint  of  feme  diftreflc?.  The  Latin  fathers, 
thofc  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre,  the  Jcfuits,  and  Capuchins,  have  commodious  convents 
on  this  mountain  ;  and  the  Jcfuits  have  erefted  a  feininary,  both  to  prepare  the  youth 
for  the  education  at  Rome,  and  to  fit  thofe  in  a  better  manner  for  the  Maronite  church, 
who  caniiDt  bo  fent  to  that  place  of  education.  The  Maronites  are  elteemed  more 
honed,  fimple,  and  lefs  intriguing  than  any  other  Chrifliansln  the  call:. 

If  any  account  can  be  given  of  the  original  of  the  Drufes,  it  is,  that  they  are  the 
remains  of  the  ChriflJan  armies  in  the  holy  war;  and  they  themfelves  now  fay  that 
they  are  dcfccnded  from  the  Engllfh  *.  They  are  efleemed  men  of  courage,  and  of 
greater  probity  than  any  others  of  thefe  eaftern  parts.  As  they,  and  theii"  prince,  ary 
protectors  of  the  Chrliliiuis  that  live  among  them,  fo  they  feem  to  have  the  bell 
opiiiion  of  ChrKHans,  and  the  greatefl  regard  for  them  ;  though,  in  reality,  it  Is  to  be 
feared  that  they  have  little  or  no  religion  at  all  ;  they  occafionally  proieis  themfelves 
Mahometans,  but  go  as  feldom  as  polFitsle  to  their  mofques,  which  they  do  only  to  enjoy 
the  privileges  of  the  eftabliflied  religion  ;  and  I  have  I  een  Inforniei',  that  in  fome  oi' 
their  books  that  have  accidentally  been  found,  they  both  blaipiieme  our  Saviour,  and 
fpeak  evil  of  Mahomet.  They  have  among  them  a  fort  of  reUglous  perfons,  whom 
they  call  by  the  name  of  Akel ;  thefe  drink  no  wine,  and  will  not  eat  any  thing  that 
belongs  to  the  prince,  becaufe,  they  f;iy,  it  is  rapine  ;  they  have  private  places  under 
their  houfes  for  their  ceremonies  of  worlhip  ;  and  1  was  informed  th-^y  do  not  perform 
any  openly,  except  reading  out  of  their  books  over  the  dead,  b^iore  they  are  carried  to 
burial,  though,  as  to  this,  I  mucii  doubt  my  authority.  Thefe  religious  people  meet 
together  in  their  private  places,  and  feem  to  be  rather  like  the  wife  men,  or  phllofo- 
phers  of  old,  than  the  chief  perfons  of  a  religion,  in  a  community  that  has  little  or 
none.  I  rather  think,  if  thefe  In  particular  have  any,  that  they  are  worfhlppers  of 
nature.  1  was,  indeed,  told  that  by  fome  accident,  the  flatue  of  a  calf  had  been  feen  in 
their  retired  places ;  but  if  the  information  of  one  who  pretended  to  have  difcovered 
fome  of  their  fecrets.  Is  to  be  depended  upon,  they  have  a  hnall  filver  box,clofed  In  fuch  a 
manner  as  not  to  be  opened,  and  many,  even  among  them,  know  not  what  It  contains: 
they  pay  a  fort  of  worfliip  to  It ;  and  he  fald  he  was  informed,  that  tjiere  were  in  thefe 
boxes  the  Images  of  the  nature  of  both  fexes. 

Chap.  III.  —  Of  the  Cajlravan  Mountains,  ofEJbde  the  antient  Byblus,  and  otlicr  places 

in  the  IVay  to  Tripoli. 

"WT  afcendcd  the  Caftravan  rriountains,  and  went  two  miles  eaflward  to  the  convent 
of  St.  Antony  Elify,  where  I  was  civilly  entertiuned  by  the  monks.  We  then  travelled 
near  a  mile  to  the  village  of  Elify,  where  they  have  a  handfome  new  built  church  :  we 
went  about  three  miles  north  to  the  nunnery  above-mentioned,  called  Derbenady,  and 
\vere  invited  into  the  apartments  allotted  for  ftrangers,  where  we  were  entertained 
with  conlerve  of  rofes,  a  dram,  and  coffee,  a  young  Maronite  flielk  being  with  us.  We 
went  a  mile  eaffward  to  the  Jefuits  convent  at  Ontua,  where  1  was  very  civilly  received 
by  the  general  ot  the  mlfllon  In  thefe  parts,  who  frequently  refides  In  this  convent.  On 
the  fecond,  I  went  up  the  hill  to  the  north  eafl,  in  order  to  wait  on  the  Maronite 
patriarch :  after  having  travelled  four  or  five  miles  we  came  to  Ajalton,  where  one  of 
the  great  fai.iihes  ot  the  Maronite  (helks  refides.     The  mountains,  though  very  rocky, 

•  Son^efya  tVey  are  defcendcd  from  the  Fm-ks,  whom  Godfrey  of  Bull  i^n  brought  with  him  to  the 
huly  war ;  and  that  Feckerdine  pretended  lo  be  related  to  the  houfe  of  Lorrain. 

are 
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are  well  improved,  as  high  as  this  place,  with  mulberry  trees,  and  even  with  corn, 
■wherever  there  is  any  foil.  We  went  northward,  and  alcended  for  three  or  four  miles 
to  a  part  of"  the  hill,  where  the  rocks  appeared  in  extraordinary  figures,  like  a  ruined 
town,  as  nientioned  before.  We  came  to  the  convent  of  Refond,  where  the  monks 
are  of  the  antient  order  of  St.  Antony  not  reformed,  and  have  a  nunnery  to  ferve  them  ; 
all  the  monks  work  in  cultivating  the  ground  ;  this  is  the  ufual  refidence  of  the  bifliop 
of  Patrone  :  here  they  entertained  us  with  roaif  ed  eggs,  foup  made  with  kidney  beans, 
four  milk,  and  excellent  white  wine,  of  a  good  body  and  flavour.  We  travelled  north- 
ward down  a  very  gentle  defcfnt,  and  palled  by  the  village  of  Afliout  and  Einegrate, 
and  foon  after  by  two  high  rocks,  that  appeared  at  a  diflance,  like  the  ruins  of  fome 
antient  building.  We  afcended  and  came  to  Eirlkeen,  where  we  found  the  patriarch, 
and  the  bifhop  of  Patrone  fitting  under  a  tree  near  the  convent,  after  the  eaftem 
manner  :  the  patriarch  was  a  very  venerable  old  man,  and  received  me  with  great 
civility,  though  by  fome  accident  I  had  not  my  letter  to  give  him  from  the  Maronite 
interpreter  of  the  Englifh  conl'ul  at  Acre.  The  bifhop  having  been  many  years  minifter 
of  the  church  at  Tripoli  fpoke  Lingua  Franca.  Bread,  wine,  and  coffee  were  brought; 
and,  after  fome  time,  the  patriarch  went  in  ;  and  I  was  foon  called  to  dine  in  an  open 
cloyfler  or  portico  of  the  convent.  Pilaw,  fried  eggs,  honey,  and  fome  other  things  were 
fet  before  us  ;  the  patriarch  fat  a  while  at  fome  diflance,  and  when  he  went  away,  the 
bifhop  canie  and  fat  with  me.  After  dinner  I  went  out  to  the  patriarch,  who  was 
fitting  under  the  tree,  and  coffee  was  ferved  ;  when  I  talked  of  departing,  the  patriarch 
prefl'jd  me  much  to  flay,  and  feemed  almoft  angry  when  he  found  I  was  determined  to 
go.  This  is  a  very  high  cool  retreat,  and  we  law  the  tops  of  the  mountains  near  this 
place  covered  with  fnow ;  we  defcended  by  the  fame  way  we  came,  to  Afhout,  and 
then  turned  to  the  right,  and  went  on  to  the  top  of  the  mountains,  about  five  miles  to 
the  fouth  well,  and  found  the  country  both  uninhabited,  and  without  any  improvement. 
We  defcended  to  Aofta,  which  is  fituated  on  a  hill  not  a  great  way  from  the  fea  fliore; 
the  houfe  of  the  patriarch  is  there,  with  a  church  or  chapel  built  to  it,  which  is  the 
family  burial  place.  We  found  the  patriarch's  brother  fitting  under  a  tree.  1  alighted 
and  fat  a  while  with  him,  and  he  invited  me  to  flay  all  night.  The  cuflom  of  fitting 
imder  trees  at  this  time,  and  many  others  1  had  obferved,  led  me  to  reflect  on  the 
great  refemblance  there  is  between  the  manners  and  fimplicity  of  the  antients,  and  thofe 
of  the  eaflern  people  at  this  day;  which  is  very  remarkable  only  in  one  fliort  part  of 
thehillory  of  Abraham.  'J'hus,  for  inftance,  as  air  and  fliade  are  very  defirable  in  hot 
countries,  fo  we  find  them  often  fitting  under  a  tree :  thus,  we  fee  Abraham,  when  the 
Lord  came  to  him  in  the  plains  of  Mamre,  defiring  the  three  angels  to  rcll  themfelves 
imder  the  tree.  Fine  meal  was  made  ready  for  them,  kneaded  and  baked  on  the 
hearth  ;  and  now  it  is  the  cuflom  to  make  bread  whenever  they  cat,  and  they  bake  it 
on  iron  hearths,  which  are  heated,  or  on  the  embers.  It  is  ufual  alio  to  ferve,  to  fit,  or 
fland  by  the  gucfts  without  eating  with  them ;  and  fo  Abraham  fet  the  butter  and 
milk,  and  the  calf  that  was  dreflcd,  before  them,  and  flood  by  them  under  the  tent 
when  they  did  eat:  the  wife  Sarah  alfo  did  not  appear,  but  ftcodin  the  tent  within  the 
door,  according  to  the  cuflom  among  the  eaflern  women  at  this  time.  From  Aofla 
we  went  on  that  evening  two  miles  fouth  to  Arill'a,  to  the  new-built  convent  of  the  Holy- 
Sepulchre  :  it  is  mofl  pleafantly  fituated  on  a  high  hill,  over  the  plain  which  is  by  the 
fea  fhore  ;  there  being  a  village  below  it,  near  which,  I  was  informed,  they  find  thofe 
white  ftpnes  which  have  the  figures  of  fifli  in  them.     We  Ihiid  there  all  night. 

We  fet  out  northward  on  the  third,  luid  returning  near  as  far  as  Aofla,  we  went 
down  the  hill  to  the  catholic  yii'menian  convent,  called  Elerem,  winch  is  under  Acita  ; 
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It  was  not  then  finifhcd,  The  bifhop  flicwed  me  the  convent  with  great  civility,  and 
let  before  us  an  elegant  collation  ot  dried  fweelnieats,  prunellas  and  piftachio  nuts, 
and  we  were  fcrvcd  with  coflee  and  wine.  We  alcended  up  to  Aolla,  where  I  fat 
under  a  tree,  with  the  patriarch's  two  brollicrs  and  nephews,  and  drank  coflee  ;  they 
prellld  us  to  Itay,  but  we  went  on  fouthward  in  a  very  bad  ftony  road,  and  pafl'ed  by 
l)er-morran-Keiroula,  a  Maronite  convent,  and  afterwards  by  Eran  and  Lubf.m.  We 
had  a  jrentledefcent  doMu  the  hill  going  near  Sdidieh  and  Aramoft,  and  came  to  the 
village  c.dled  Gafier,  where  there  is  a  Capuchin  convent,  which  was  fhut  up,  all  the 
monks  being  abfent  ;  fo  I  rcpofed  under  a  lemon-tree,  until  the  fervant  came,  and  let 
us  into  the  garden  where  I  dined.  ITie  Maronite  flicik  came  to  me,  who  talked  Italian, 
and  had  travelled  eight  years  in  Europe  ;  there  were  two  or  three  who  had  travelled, 
and  probably  went  with  him  as  fervants  ;  one  of  them  had  been  in  England,  I  fuppofe 
he  went  under  the  name  of  a  prince  of  mount  Libanon  ;  for  thofe  who  have  travelled 
under  that  character,  are  the  Ions  of  thofe  flieike  who  rent  the  parifhes  of  the  jirince 
ofthe  Drufes,  and  being  chiefs  of  the  country,  the  monks  here  give  them  certificates 
to  Rome,  under  the  name  of  Principi  di  monte  Libano  ;  and  they  often  return  home 
very  much  enriched ;  for  they  afk  charity  in  a  genteel  manner,  on  a  pretence  of 
fupporting  the  Maronites  under  the  hardOiips  which  they  fuffer  from  the  Turks.  I 
was  informed,  that  one  of  them  lately  returning  home,  was  murdered  in  Sicily,  for  the 
fake  of  the  treafure  which  they  were  informed  he  had  \\ith  him.  This  fheik  invited  and 
prefled  me  to  go  to  his  houfe  and  take  coffee :  1  went  with  him  ;  and  a  carpet  being 
ipread,  we  fat  down  in  the  court,  on  a  raifed  place  over  a  running  fpout  of  water  :  he  told 
me,  that  his  brother,  a  young  man  who  was  there,  defigned  to  travel  into  Europe,  and 
even  hinted  that  he  would  be  glad  to  join  me.  He  appeared  extremely  civil,  and 
offered  to  fend  one  with  me  to  the  prince  of  the  Drufes,  and  all  over  the  mountains. 
Cnflce  was  brought  up,  and  a  fowl  roafted  in  quarters,  a  kind^of  European  difli,  the 
reft  being  after  the  Arab  manner.  Toward  the  evening,  a  relation  of  the  ftieik's  came 
from  Bayreut,  where,  he  faid,  he  had  heard  that  I  walked  about  the  city,  and  had 
obferved  every  thing  very  curioufly,  which  had  alarmed  the  people  ;  on  which  I  imme- 
diately found  that  their  behaviour  was  altered  towards  me  ;  and  they  began  to  advife 
me  to  lay  afide  the  thoughts  of  going  to  the  prince  of  the  Drufes ;  and  it  is  probable 
ihat  they  were  afraid  of  being  fufpedted,  in  cafe  they  fhould  condud  me  to  that  prince, 
at  a  time  when  the  Turks  were  in  war  with  the  emperor  ;  the  prince  of  the  Drufes 
having  fometimes  given  the  government  great  trouble,  when  they  were  engaged  in 
wars  with  the  Chriltian  princes.  I  found  it  was  too  late  to  go  away,  fo  1  ftaid  all  night, 
and  went  to  fee  the  convent  near,  where  they  Ihewed  me  a  monk  who  was  a  hundred 
and  ten  years  old. 

I  hired  a  man  from  this  place  to  go  with  me  to  Efbele :  fetting  out  the  next  morn- 
ing on  the  fourth,  I  faw  a  great  number  of  young  mulberry-trees  on  the  foot  of  the 
hills,  wliich  had  been  cut  down  by  a  pafha  who  had  fome  demand  en  them,  which 
they  did  not  anfwer ;  fo  he  came  with  his  men  to  the  fkirts  of  the  mountain,  and  cut 
down  the  mulberry-trees  ;  which  was  doing  them  a  very  confiderable  damage,  as  thefe 
trees  are  abfolutely  neceffary  for  their  filk.  We  defcended  into  a  narrow  valley,  in 
which  there  runs  a  fmall  river,  and  over  it  there  is  a  bridge,  in  the  high  road  from 
Sidon,  which  is  near  the  fea ;  I  take  this  river  to  be  the  northern  bounds  of  the 
Caftravan  mountains.  We  afcended  and  came  into  the  high  road,  paffmg  by  the  vale 
Ouad-Enamar,  on  the  fouth  of  which  I  faw  fome  grottos.  We  paffed  by  Ouad- 
Eieheny,  and  the  church  called  Maria  Mari.  We  then  croffed  the  river  Ibrim  on  a 
large  bridge ;  this  river  wiis  anciently   called  Adonis.     Travellers  obferve,  that  the 

water 
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water  of  it  is  red  after  great  floods,  which  is  occafioned  by  the  nature  of  tlie  foil  through 
which  it  runs  ;  and  that  this  having  hapjjeni-d  about  tlic  time  of  the  feads  of  Adonis, 
th'  ancients  faid  the  river  ran  with  blood  on  account  of  his  death.  It  is  probable  that 
Palosbyblos  *  was  on  this  river. 

A  little  beyond  the  Ibriin,  we  came  to  Efbele,  called  by  the  Franks  Gibele ;  it  is  the 
antient  Byblus,  fuppofed  to  be  the  country  of  the  Giblites,  mendoned  in  Jofhua  f. 
Here,  it  is  faid,  Cinvras,  the  father  of  Adonis,  had  a  palace ;  and  the  city  became 
famous  for  the  temples  and  worfliip  of  Adonis.  The  walls  of  the  town  remain,  which 
are  about  a  mile  in  circumference;  and  at  the  fouth  ealt  corner  there  is  a  very  ftrong 
caftle  of  rufticated  work,  built  of  hard  fl:one  that  has  pebbles  in  it.  Towards  the  foun- 
dation are  fome  ftones  twenty  feet  in  length  :  there  are  very  few  inhabitants  in  the 
town,  but  many  ruinous  houfes  are  {landing,  which  (hew  that  it  has  been  well  inhabited, 
and  probably  within  two  or  three  ages  paft.  There  are  remains  of  a  beaunful  church, 
which  feems  to  have  been  the  cathedral  ;  it  is  of  the  Corinthian  order,  and  appeafs 
plainly  to  have  been  built  before  the  endre  corruption  of  architefture,  probably  about 
the  fourth  or  fifth  century.  This  to\\'ri  was  taken  by  the  Chrillians  in  the  time  of  the 
holy  war,  and  followed  the  fate  of  Tyre,  and  other  cides  of  this  coaft. 

"When  we  came  to  Efbele,  I  flopped  at  a  tree  a  little  without  the  gates :  having  heard 
a  bad  charafter  of  the  inhabitants,  I  had  procured  a  letter  to  the  fheik,  which  I  fent 
to  him.  He  came  out  to  me,  with  his  brother  and  relations,  and  ordered  his  Chrif- 
tian  fleward  to  fliew  me  every  thing  about  the  town.  The  fheik  happened  to  caft  his 
eyes  on  a  pair  of  my  piflols,  which  he  liked,  and  immediately  ordered  his  man  to 
propofe  an  exchange  for  his,  which  1  refufed.  When  I  returned  from  viewing  the 
town,  the  flieik  and  the  elders  were  fitting  in  the  gate  of  the  city,aftcr  the  antient  manner, 
and  I  fat  a  while  with  them  ;  but  when  I  came  to  my  place,  I  was  informed  that  the 
fheik  intended  to  take  my  piftols  by  force,  if  I  would  not  agree  to  his  propofal.  The 
flieik  himfelf  came  foon  afterwards,  took  my  piftols  out  of  the  holflers,  and  would 
have  put  his  own  in  their  place,  w  hich  I  would  not  permit ;  he  then  put  his  piftols 
into  the  hands  of  one  of  my  men,  whom  I  ordered  to  lay  them  down  on  the  ground  ; 
they  offered  to  give  me  fome  money  alfo  in  exchange;  but  I  intimated,  that  if  they  did  not 
return  them,  I  would  complain  to  the  paflia  of  Tripoli.  I  departed,  and  they  fent  a 
man  a+ter  me  to  offer  ten  dollars ;  two  or  three  mefl'ages  pafled,  and  when  we  were 
about  a  mile  from  the  town,  they  fent  the  piflols  to  me;  for,  as  they  knew  the  cha- 
rader  of  the  pafha,  it  is  probable  that  they  apprehended,  he  would  be  glad  of  fuch  a 
pretence  to  come  and  raife  money  on  them. 

After  having  travelled  near  the  fea  about  three  leagues  we  came  to  Patron^,  a  fur- 
long to  the  welt  of  the  high  road.  I'his  is  thought  to  be  the  antient  Botrus,  placed  liy 
Ptolemy  ten  miles  north  of  Byblus  J  ;  it  is  a  bifhop's  fee,  and  gives  title  to  one  of  the 
Maronite  prelates,  as  well  as  Efbele.     There  are  remains  of  a  large  church,  which 

*  Strabo  xvi.  -jr^^, 

•)■  Ste  Mauiidrel.  As  the  Scptuagint  tranfl.ite  it  Bi.'i?^.oi,  and  that  was  part  of  tlie  land  given  to  the 
Ifraolitcs,  lo  it  fecms  probable  thai  tin-  people  of  this  place  are  meant  in  1  Kin.rj,  v.  1 1^.  and  Kzikicl,  xxvii. 
J),  though  llic-  names  Giblites;,  iind  Gtbal,  according  to  our  literal  tranflatioii  from  thr  Hebrew,  would 
incline-  to  think  that  Gabala,  north  of  Orthofia,  was  meant  ;  but  as  this  mull  be  Aleabile  of  the  Jcrufalem 
Itinerary,  it  is  very  probable  that  Gabal  was  the  antient  name,  and  that  a  name  fomethlng  like  it  wai 
always  retained  by  the  people  of  the  country,  and   that  the  Greeks  pave  it  the  uame  of  I'.yblus. 

%  It  feems  by  millake  to  be  called  IJollria.  in  Strabo,  xvi.  p.  75  V  probably  it  is  Bruttofalia  of  the 
Jerufalem  Itimrary,  This  city  was  budt  by  Ilhobalu-s  king  of 'i'yre. about  the  time  of  the  prophet  Elias, 
according  to  Mcuaudcr,  quoted  by  Joftphuj,  Anti.  Jud.  hb.  viii.  cap.  13. 
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was  probably  the  cathedral,  and  of  buildings  about  it,  which  might  ferve  for  thepriefls; 
there  are  ruins  idlb  of  a  fmaller  church,  which  is  well  buik  ;  but  nothing  is  to  befeen 
o\'  the  walls  of  the  city,  nor  is  there  even  a  village  on  the  fpot.  The  rocky  clifts  on  the 
fca  lidc  have  been  much  worked  with  the  tool ;  and  I  obferved  a  fort  of  a  canal  cut 
hctwoen  them  from  the  fea,  running  north  and  fouth,  which  probably  might  ferve  for 
a  harbour  for  boats  ami  fmall  vcilcls  in  bad  weather,  as  it  is  an  open  port  without  any 
ihelter.     All  thefe  towns  of  Phoenicia  are  fuppofed  to  be  of  very  great  antiquity. 

\Vc  went  on  and  palled  by  a  village  called  Mafid  ;   it  is  to  the  left,  at   the  end  of 
the  plain,  under  the  great  cape ;  near  it  is  a  church  on  a  fmall  hill ;  about  this  place 
poflibly  might  be  Gigartum  *.     Pour  or  five  miles  from  Patrone,  we  entered  in   be- 
tween thofo  mountains,  which  ftretch  weftward  to  the  fea,  and  make  that  cape,  which 
was  called  by  the  antiems  Theoprofopon,   where,    fome  fay,  mount  Libanon  began. 
Here  thofe  Arab  and  Itura:an  robbers,  who  infelled   the  country,  had  one  of  their 
Arong  callles,  which,  with  many  others  belonging  to  them,  were  deflroyed  by  Pompey  f. 
Between  thefe  hills  we  eroded  the  river  Nar-el-Zehar  on  a  bridge,  and  came  to  a  very 
extraordinary  rock  about  a  hundred  feet  high,  a  hundred  yards  long,  and  twenty  broad: 
there  is  a  caitle  on  it,  and  it  is  called  Empfiles.     We  intended  to  have  ftaid  all  night, 
though  there  was  no  place  to  lodge  in,  nor  any  other  accommodation ;  but  a  Maro- 
nite  priefl;  coming  by,  to  whom  we  fhewed  fome  civility,  he  very  kindly  invited  us  to  go 
two  or  three  miles  further  to  his  houfe  ;  we  went  on  with  him,  and  when  we  came 
into  the  plain  that  leads  to  Tripoli,  we  turned  to  the  eaft,  and  afcending  the  hills,  came 
to  the  poor  cottage  of  the  priefl  ;  he  prepared  a  fupper  for  us,  and  we    lay  on  the 
top  of  the  houfe,  which  is  a  very  common  practice  in  this  country  during  the  funimer 
feafon. 

We  fet  out  on  the  fiftji,  travelled  along  the  narrow  plain  that  runs  to  Tripoli,  and 
went  near  a  fmall  town  on  the  fea  called  Enty,  where,  they  fay,  there  are  remains  of 
a  large  well-built  church.  I  came  to  fome  ruins  that  feemed  to  be  the  remains  of  an 
ancient  temple  ;  and  there  are  feveral  heaps  of  Hones  about  it  for  a  confiderable 
way.  This  might  be  TVieris,  mentioned  by  Strabo  |  between  the  promontory  and 
Tripoli,  and  may  be  the  fame  as  Tridis,  placed  in  the  Jerufalem  Itinerary  twelve  miles 
from  that  city  :  to  the  eaft  there  is  a  low  ridge  of  mountains  that  extend  ahr.oft  as  far 
as  Tripoli ;  they  are  chiefly  inhabited  by  Greeks,  as  well  as  the  vale  to  the  eall  of  them  ; 
there  are  fome  convents  on  the  hills,  particularly  the  large  monaftery  of  Bellemint, 
which  is  delightfully  fituated  ;  and  another  called  Mar  Jakob,  (Saint  James),  where  the 
Europeans  that  die  at  "I'ripoli  are  ufually  buried.  Beyond  Enty  I  faw  a  Greek  monaftery 
near  the  fea,  called  Der-Naffour.  After  having  paifed  under  the  Greek  convent  of 
Bellemint,  we  came  to  Calamon,  where  there  is  a  fmall  ftream,  and  a  ruined  building  : 
this,  without  doubt,  is  the  antient  Calamos. 

Chap.  IV.  —  0/  Tripoli. 

TRIPOLI,  now  called  Traplous,  is  fituated  at  the  entrance  of  a  narrow  valley  be- 
tween the  hills,  and  to  the  eaft  of  a  low  promontory,  that  extends  about  a  mile  into 
the  fea,  but  is  not  above  half  a  mile  broad  :  on  this  promontory  were  the  three  cities 
which  were  colonies  from  Tyre,  Sidon,  and  Aradus  ;  they  were  a  furlong  diftant  from 
fach  other,  but  feem  at  length  to  have  been  joined  by  their  fuburbs,  and  to  have  made 


•   Strabo,  xvi.  p.  755.  I   Strabo,  ibid, 

%  Strabo,  ibid. 
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•ne  city ;  on  that  account  it  was  called  Tripolis.  One  of  them,  probably  the  mofl 
ancient,  which  might  be  that  peopled  from  Tyre,  was  at  the  end  of  the  point,  and  fo 
inic^ht  be  eafily  fortified,  by  building  a  wall  acrofs  the  promontory  on  the  eafl  fide  of 
the  citv  :  there  are  great  ruins  of  this  wall,  which  appears  to  have  been  fifteen  feet 
thick  ;  and  it  feems  to  have  been  thrown  down  by  force :  it  was  cafed  with  hewn 
Itone,  which  is  now  carried  away  ;  about  the  middle  of  it  was  the  gate  of  the  city,  and 
near  the  wall  there  are  feveral  pieces  of  large  pillars  of  grey  granite.  The  fecond 
city,  which  probably  was  the  colony  from  Sidon,  might  be  at  the  angle  made  by  tliis 
promontory  to  the  north,  where  the  river  which  runs  through  the  prefent  city  falls 
into  the  fea  ;  but  there  are  no  figns  either  of  this  or  of  the  third  city ;  for  that  part  is  all 
converted  into  gardens,  and  is  a  fandy  foil  eafily  driven  by  the  wind,  which  has  probably 
covered  whatever  remained  of  thofe  antient  cities.  The  third  city,  was  the  colony  from 
Aradus,  and  might  have  been  at  the  fduth  angle,  where  there  is  good  water,  and  a 
fmall  Itream  ;  but  as  it  is  a  rocky  ground,  and  expofed  to  the  fouth  weit  wind,  which 
ivS  the  moft  dangerous,  and  confequently  could  not  be  a  port,  it  is  more  probable  that 
this  city  was  in  the  middle  between  the  other  two  on  the  north  fide  ;  where  there  is  a 
tolerable  good  harbour,  which  is  ufed  at  this  time,  being  flieltered  by  fome  iflands  and 
rocks  to  the  weft.  There  are  fix  large  towers,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  diftant  from 
each  other,  on  the  north  fide  of  the  cape  :  but  I  could  not  be  informed  whether  they 
were  joined  with  a  wall  (which  might  formerly  have  been  railed  for  defence  along  the 
fhore),  or  defigned  only  to  proteft  the  place  againft  privateers,  for  which  they  ferve  at 
prefent.  On  this  fide,  where  the  wall  croffed  the  promontory,  is  a  little  town  called 
the  Marine ;  it  is  inhabited  mollly  by  Greeks :  the  cuftom-houfe  is  there,  and  all 
goods  are  landed  in  fmall  boats  from  the  fhips,  which  lie  at  a  diftance.  The  Greeks 
fome  years  ago  built  a  fine  church  here,  which  was  foon  after  pulled  down  by  a 
paflia. 

When  the  Saracens  took  the  city  ofTiipoH,  they  conftituted  a  king  to  govern  this 
country.  Baldwin,  king  of  Jerufalem,  look  it  with  the  help  of  the  Genoefe  llect,  after 
fevon  years  fiege,  and  made  Bertrand  count  of  it,  who  was  fon  of  Raymond,  count  of 
'I'ouloufe.  His  territory  extended  from  the  river  Lycus  to  the  river  Valania,  as  it  was 
then  called,  being  the  river  Eleutherus  of  the  ancients,  which  falls  into  the  fea  near 
Aradus.  In  the  year  one  thoufand  one  hundred  and  feventy,  the  city  was  almoft  deltroyed 
by  an  earthquake.  The  Saracens  took  it  by  fap,  in  one  thoufand  two  hundred  and  eighty 
nine,  and  entirely  deflroyed  it,  but  the  city  was  afterwards  rebuilt  by  them  *. 

'I'he  prefent  city  of  Tripoli  is  about  two  miles  in  circumference  ;  it  (lands  low,  and 
a  river  runs  through  it, which,  after  great  rains,overflows,  and  does  much  damage  to  the 
city  ;  there  are  alfo  fome  buildings  on  the  fide  of  the  hills  :  over  the  fouth  eait  corner 
of  the  city  there  is  a  large  callle  on  a  hill,  thought  to  be  built  during  the  time  of  the 
holy  war ;  for  there  is  a  mofque  in  it  which  was  a  church  dedicated  to  St.  John.  There 
are  five  or  fix  mofques  in  the  city,  which  they  fay  were  churches  ;  they  have  fquare 
towers  to  thein,  one  of  w  Inch  in  particular,  is  built  after  the  European  mani..'r  ;  but 
the  fineil  mofque  has  ;m  octogon  tower,  and  was  formerly  the  church  of  St.  John. 
Ther  ■  are  a  confiderahle  number  of  Greeks  here,who  have  a  handfome  cathedral,  near 
which  the  billiop  refides :  the  Mnronites  alfo  have  their  church  :  many  of  the  Bazars, 
or  ftreets  of  fliops,  feem  to  have  been  made  out  of  old  convents  and  nunneries,  as 
may  be  feen  bv  the  manner  of  the  buildings.  The  monks  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre,, 
the  Jcfuits,  and  Carmelites   of  mount  Libanon   have  their  convents  here;  the  latter 

•  Sec  die  wiitcrs  of  ihc  holy  war. 
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rcfiJing  in  this  city  only  during  the  oxccdivc  cold  weather  in  the  winter  feafon,  when 
mount  Libanon  is  covered  with  Inow.  This  is  the  refidence  of  the  palha  of  Tripoli, 
from  wich  city  the  whole  pafhalic  is  denominated. 

The  river  of  Tripoli  runs  through  a  molt  delightful  narrow  valley  from  the  cafl; : 
there  is  a  convent  ol  Dervifcs  on  the  fide  of  the  hill  over  tlie  river,  about  half  a  mile 
out  of  the  town  ;  it  is  one  of  the  molt  beautiful  fituations  I  ever  beheld,  being  adorned 
with  feveral  water-works,  fupplicd  by  an  aqueduft  that  runs  throut^h  it.  On  this 
aqueduct  the  water  runs  from  the  foot  of  mount  Libanon  about  eiglu  miles  diftant;  it  is 
carried  along  the  fide  of  the  hills  by  a  channel  to  the  north  of  the  river,  till  it  comes 
within  a  mile  and  a  half  of  the  city,  when  it  croHcs  the  valley  and  river,  on  an  aque- 
duct of  four  arches,  which  is  one  hundred  and  tliirty  paces  long  ;  the  aqueduct  is  feven 
feet  eight  inches  broad,  and  ferves  for  a  bridge ;  the  two  middle  arches,  which  are 
Gothic,  have  been  probably  rebuilt,  but  the  others  are  fine  arches,  and  feem  to  be  of 
a  moreantient  date.  The  bridge  is  faid  to  be  built,  or  rather  repaired  by  Godfrey  of 
Bulloign,  though  it  is  more  probable  that  it  was  done  by  Baldwin  king  of  Jerufalem, 
and  upon  that  account  it  might  have  been  called  the  Prince's  bridge,  for  I  oblerved  a 
trofs  cut  on  the  Hones :  from  thefe  arches  the  water  runs  on  the  fouth  fide  ot  the  vale 
by  the  Dervifes  convent. 

The  trade  of  Tripoli  confifts  chiefly  In  exporting  raw  filk  to  Europe,  and  the  cotton 
and  filk  manufoftures  of  Damafcus  to  the  diiierent  parts  of  the  Levant ;  they  have  alio 
a  manufadure  of  foap  made  with  the  oil  of  olives,  for  which  they  were  formerly  more 
famous  than  Joppa,  though  now  the  latter  has  rather  the  preference.  There  is  only 
one  Engliih  houfe  here,  which  is  the  conful's,  but  there  are  feveral  of  the  French 
nation. 

The  paflia  was  lately  returned  from  his  voyage  towards  Mecca,  it  being  his  office 
always  to  fet  out  with  provifions  to  meet  the  caravan  in  its  return  ;  they  go  about  half" 
way  to  Mecca,  fetting  out  the  fame  day  that  the  caravan  ufually  leaves  Mecca.  When 
I  was  there  the  conful  went  in  ceremony  to  compliment  the  pafha  on  his  return,  and 
all  the  Englifh  nation  accompanied  him.  The  Janizaries  went  firft ;  then  the  two 
dragomen  or  interpreters ;  after  them  the  conful  in  the  Turkifii  drefs,  having  on  a 
purple  ferijee,  or  gown  of  ccr>.mony,  but  with  a  perriwig  and  hat.  Soon  after  we 
came  into  the  apartment,  the  paflia  entered  between  two  perfons,  gave  the  welcome  as 
he  palled,  and  fat  down  crofs-legged  in  the  corner  to  the  right,  having  a  culhion  on 
each  fide,  and  one  over  them  behind  him  ;  he  had  on  the  garment  of  ceremony^  lined 
with  ermine,  and  a  knife  ituck  in  his  girdle  with  a  very  fine  handle,  the  end  of  it  being- 
adorned  with  a  large  emerald  ;  no  perfon  moved  his  hat.  The  conful  fat  down  facing 
the  paflia,  on  a  (tool  covered  with  red  cloth  ;  and  thofe  of  this  nation,  -and  the  fecond 
dragoman  Itood  at  his  left  hand  ;  and  his  fini  dragoman,  and  the  dragom;in  of  the 
palha  on  the  right,  who  was  to  interpret  between  the  dragoman  of  the  coniul  and  the 
pafha  ;  the  former  fpeaking  Arabic  and  the  latter  Turkifli.  After  compliments  were 
paffed  the  conful  made  a  requefl  for  juftice  in  fome  cafe,  and  delivered  a  letter  from 
Latichea  relating  to  bufinefs:  Sweet-meats  and  coffee,  and  afterwards  fliirbet  were 
brought  to  all ;  but  only  the  conful  was  perfumed  and  incenfed.  The  two  dr.^gomen 
of  the  conful  killed  the  hem  of  the  pafha's  garment,  and  put  it  to  their  foreheads,  as 
foon  as  he  was  feated,  when  he  granted  the  requcft,  and  w  hen  they  went  away.  The 
conful  demanded  permiflion  to  take  leave,  and  rifing  put  his  hand  to  his  breaft,  but  the 
paf^a  kept  his  feat.  We  then  went  to  the  caia,  or  chief  miniiter  of  the  paflia  ;  a  ftool 
was  f^t  for  the  conful ;  but  he  fat  down  on  the  fopha,  which  is  more  honourable, 
A  ftool  is  ufed  at  the  pafha's  on  account  of  the  fhort  habit  which  the  French  always 
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wear,  and  fo  the  other  confuls  fit  on  it  likowife,  though  they  arc  in  the  long  garb. 
At  the  ca'a's  thofe  who  attended  the  conful  kneeled  on  the  fopha,  refting  behind  on 
their  hams,  which  is  a  very  humble  poflure  ;  we  were  ferved  here  in  the  fame  manner, 
except  that  all  were  perfumed  and  incenfed. 

Chap.  V. —  Of  Cannobine.     The  cedars  of  Libanon,  and  other  places  between  Tripoli 

and  Balbcck. 

WE  fet  out  from  Tripoli  *  eaftward  on  the  twefth,  and  afcending  the  low  hills 
which  are  over  the  city,  we  came  in  three  hours  to  the  foot  of  Mount  Libanon.  We 
afcended  about  four  hours,  and  then  went  along  the  fide  of  the  hills,  over  a  mofl:  ro- 
mantic valley,  which  appeared  as  if  it  was  fliut  in  on  every  fide  by  high  pointed  rocky 
mountains,  almoft  covered  with  wood.  The  river  Abouali  rufhes  through  it  with  a 
great  noife,  but  is  fo  covered  with  trees,  that  it  is  feen  in  very  few  places  ;  we  went 
almoft  half  round  the  valley,  and  turning  to  the  left,  came  to  the  Maronite  convent  of 
St.  Antony  Cafiech  ;  the  convent  is  almoft  all  cut  out  of  the  rock  ;  the  large  church 
being  a  grot,  and  fo  are  feveral  other  parts  of  the  convent.  There  is  alfo  a  large 
natural  grot,  that  extends  a  great  way  under  ground,  in  which  there  are  what  they  call 
petrifications  of  water,  that  being  hewn,  appear  to  be  very  fine  white  alabafter,  like  that 
in  the  grots  of  Carniola.  In  a  dark  part  of  this  grot  they  difcipline  mad  people  ;  this 
place  being,  as  they  fay,  famous  for  miraculoufly  curing  the  diforders  of  the  brain ; 
the  patients  are  commonly  brought  to  their  fenfcs  in  three  or  four  days,  or  a  week,  and 
rarely  continue  longer,  and  even  fometimcs  are  cured  in  their  way  to  the  convent, 
according  to  their  account.  They  bury  the  monks  in  a  vault  above  ground  in  their 
luibits,  in  which  they  appear  like  i\eletons  ;  and  1  faw  one  whofe  lldn  feemed  to  be 
uncorrupted,  x^ho,  they  fay,  was  a  holy  man.     This  place  is  famous  for  excellent 

•  In  this  journey  wc  afcended  up  the  hill  at  Tripoli :  the  country  to  the  foot  of  Mount  Libanon,  for  about 
two  leagues,  is  calkd  a  plain,  though  it  is  a  very  uneven  gruund  ;  there  are  two  rivulet!  run  th  ough  it  one 
coming  from  the  call,  called  Guiban;  the  other  from  the  fnuth  loutli  call,  Abouali ;  the\  run  into  one  valley 
to  the  well  north  well,  and,  uniting,  run  under  the  prince's  bridge,  and  retain  the  name  of  the  former.  W'c  firft 
crofTed  a  hill,  and  then  pafTed  over  a  fmall  track  of  ground  phuit  d  with  olive-trees  ;  we  went  a  little  way  to 
t!ie  north,  and  turning  call  ward  crofTed  the  valley  in  which  tliefe  rivers  unite,  and  turning  foulhwards  into  the 
valeot  Abouali,  v.e  went  over  the  river  on  a  narrow  bridge  of  lix  arches  ;  fa.v  *^oura  on  a  hill  to  the  right, 
and  further  f(/Uth  Nakely  and  Krkael ;  going  further,  we  faw  Kephtcen  to  the  foulh,  where  there  is  a  Grt  clt 
convent,  aiidfurthei  Kcpticrrakey,  wliere  there  is  a  ruined  callle,  and  a  large  pillar  that  feemed  to  he  i>uilt. 
We  palTed  by  Boukpberliouah  to  the  lefl,  near  the  road  ;  we  afterwards  went  by  fomc  vineyards  on  a  hill  near 
the  loot  of  the  mountains  ;  when  wc  began  to  afcen!  the  mountaiRS.  I  faw  Ar^'y,  in  the  vallev  of  Bifbath  to 
the  left  ;  we  palled  by  Turfniah  on  the  left,  and  Shincn  on  the  right  ;  the  convent  Anioura  is  on  a  moun- 
tain over  it ;  fuither  on  we  had  Ibcfah  to  the  right,  and  over  it  Ramaflcah  ;  to  the  north,  beyond  the  river 
Guiban  is  Mount  'lurbul,  which  runs  to  the  call  Ibuth  cad,  there  being  a  valley  between  it  and  the  high 
parts  of  Mount  Libantvn.  We  afcended  up  a  hill  to  Carcmfidy,  and  then  another  fteep  hill,  down  which 
there  is  a  nairow  channel  cut  to  convey  the  water  to  the  villages  beneath.  I  faw  a  church  called  St.  John, 
on  a  hill  to  the  right,  and  afterwards  Enite,  liKewife  to  thi-  right,  and  Aito  on  the  left  ;  we  delcended 
down  the  hill  to  Oiby,  oppofite  to  which  on  llic  light,  is  Tourla  :  .11  this  part  there  are  many  pines,  and 
fomc  cyprefs.  Wc  vveni  along  the  fide  of  a  hill,  and  defc  nded  tuwards  the  romantic  valley,  deloribed 
below,  in  which  tlie  river  Abouali  runs,  and  came  to  the  convent  of  St.  Antony  Caliech,  over  which,  on 
the  point  of  the  high  mountain,  is  Marhikeis,  under  which  is  the  pleafant  village  ot  j\den.  We  crofTed 
tiie  valley  from  St.  Antony,  and  went  up  the  hill  to  the  foulh.  and  pafTed  by  Ban,  where  I  obferved  a  red 
earth  like  iron  ore,  and  faw  a  fingle  cliuich  on  the  tight,  called  Aoiika,  and  defcended  to  Cannobine.  Re« 
turning  up  the  hill  the  fame  way,  we  palTcd  by  Ban,  and  af  crwards  Capcde,  and  chig,  pleafantly  fitu» 
a'edon  a  ro<  k  over  a  valley  ;  wc  went  neir  Bilhireh,  finely  fituated  on  a  well-improved  hill,  over  the  river 
Kahihe,  which  below  is  called  Aboiiali,  the  river  1  have  mentioned  before  ;  we  caoie  to  the  Carmelite  con- 
vent, liom  which  one  fees  the  village  of  Sheiaifc  lo  the  foulh. 
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uinc,  wliich  they  prercrvo,  as  they  do  in  all  thefe  parts,  in  large  earthen  jSrs,  cbfe 
flopped  down  with  clay,  but  being  fent  to  dilhint  places  in  Ikins,  it  receives  a  flrong 
jlavour  from  them  which  is  difagreeable'.  I  faw  the  monks  in  their  church,  ftanding 
four  and  four  at  two  fquare  delks,  chanting  their  hymns  alternately,  and  leaning  ou 
crutches  as  fome  eafe  during  the  long  time  they  are  obliged  to  be  at  their  devotions. 

From  this  place  I  went  towards  Caiuiobine,  the  convent  where  the  Maronite  patriarch 
tulially  refides ;  the  delcent  to  it  is  very  fleep,  by  a  narrow  winding  road.  The  convent, 
•which  is  about  three  quarters  of  the  way  down  the  hill,  chiefly  confifls  of  feveral  grots 
cut  into  the  rock;  the  river,  which  empties  itfclf  at  Tripoli,  runs  in  a  narrow  valley 
below  it,  having  on  both  Tides  two  very  high  ridges  of  mountains,  covered  with  pines  ; 
this  fitualion  is  the  mofl;  extraordinary  and  retired  that  can  be  imagined,  there  being 
only  one  way  to  it,  which  makes  it  a  very  fecure  retreat,  and  is  probably  the  reafon 
■why  the  patriarchs  have  taken  up  their  refidence  here.  The  church  is  a  fine  large 
grot,  and  there  are  three  bells  hung  in  a  window  of  it ;  the  bifhop  of  mount  Libanon 
was  there,  who  generally  refides  with  tlie  patriarch,  and  is  a  fort  of  vicar  to  him. 
Near  the  convent  is  the  chapel  of  St.  Marina,  which  is  a  grotto  ;  it  is  faid  fhe  lived  as 
a  monk  at  Tripoli,  and  on  the  mountains,  in  the  habit  of  a  man  ;  near  this  chapel 
there  are  defcents  to  two  vaults,  in  one  the  patriarchs  are  buried,  and  in  the  other 
the  monks. 

On  the  thirteenth,  we  afcended  the  hills  by  the  fame  way,  and  returning,  we  over- 
took a  Mai-onite  prieft  ;  as  I  was  leading  my  horfe,  ,on  account  of  the  bad  road,  out  of 
his  great  civility,  he  would  take  the  bridle  out  of  my  hand,  prefied  me  to  go  afide  to 
his  houfe,  and  conduQing  me  to  his  fliady  tree  near  it,  brought  us  a  collation  of  fried 
eggs,  four  milk,  and  olives  ;  as  they  are  very  poor,  it  is  proper  in  thefe  cafes  to  make 
a  fmall  prefent  of  money.  About  thefe  parts  1  faw  a  great  number  of  young  mulberry 
trees  that  had  been  cut  down,  of  which  they  have  confiderable  plantations  on  accor^ht 
of  their  filk  manufacture  ;  for  the  paflia  having  let  this  diftricl  to  a  new  Amadean 
flieik,  the  old  one  made  war  on  him,  ravaged  tlie  country,  and  did  this  mifcliief ;  for 
thefe  hills  are  inhabited  partly  by  Maronites,  and  partly  by  Amadean  Arabs,  who  are 
followers  of  Ali.  Going  eaftward  we  palTed  near  a  village  called  Aden,  which  is  reck- 
oned one  of  the  mofl  pleafant  places  in  the  world,  on  account  of  its  fituationandprof- 
peft,  its  waters,  and  the  fine  improvements  about  it.  We  faw  feveral  beautiful  caf- 
cadcs  on  both  fides,  and  came  to  the  convent  of  the  Latin  Carmelite  lathers,  called 
St.  Sergius,  which  is  a  moil  delightful  retirement  in  fummer  ;  the  beauty  of  the  oppo- 
fite  hills,  the  feveral  cafcades,  and  flreams  of  water,  and  the  perpetual  frelhnefs  of  the 
air  in  thefe  high  regions,  make  the  place  very  agreeable,  whilft  the  heats  in  the  plahis 
are  almoll  intolerable  ;  but  in  the  winter  the  fathers  refide  in  Tripoli. 

I-rom  this  convent  there  is  a  gentle  afccnt  for  about  an  hour  to  a  large  plain,  between 
the  higheft  parts  of  mount  Lib:uion  ;  towards  the  north-eaft  corner  of  it  are  the  faipous 
cedars  of  Libanon  ;  they  form  a  grove  about  a  mile  in  circumference,  which  coufids  of 
fome  large  cedars  that  are  near  to  one  another,  a  great  number  of  young  cedars,  and 
fome  pines.  The  great  cedars,  at  fome  diftance,  look  like  very  large  fpreading  oaks  ; 
the  bodies  of  the  trees  are  fhort,  dividing  at  bottom  into  three  or  four  limbs,  Ibme  of 
which  growing  up  together  for  about  ten  feet,  appear  fomething  like  thofe  Gothic 
columns,  m  hich  fcem  to  be  compofed  of  feveral  pillars  ;  higher  up  they  begin  to  fpread 
horizontally  ;  one  that  had  the  roundefl  body,  though  not  the  largeft,  meafurcd  twenty- 
lour  teet  in  circumference,  and  another  with  a  fort  of  triple  body,  as  defcribed  above, 
and  of  a  triangular  figure,  meafured  twelve  feet  on  each  fide.  The  young  cedars  are 
noteaiily  known  from  pines  ;  I  obferved  they  beai-  a  greater  quantity  of  fruit  than  the 

large 
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large  ones.  The  wood  does  not  dlfTer  from  white  deal  in  appearance,  nor  does  it  feem 
to  be  harder  ;  it  has  a  fine  fmell,  but  not  fo  fragrant  as  the  juniper  of  America,  which 
is  commonly  called  Cedar  ;  and  it  alfo  falls  fhort  of  it  in  beauty  ;  I  took  a  piece  of  the 
wood  from  a  great  tree  that  was  blown  down  by  the  wind,,  and  left  there  to  rot ;  there 
are  fifteen  large  ones  Handing.  The  Chriftians  of  the  feveral  denominations  near  this 
place  come  here  to  celebrate  the  feftival  of  the  Transfiguration,  and  have  built  altars 
againft  feveral  of  the  large  trees,  on  which  they  adminifter  the  facrament.  Thefe 
trees  are  about  half  a  mile  north  of  the  road,  to  which  we  returned  ;  and  from  this  plain 
on  the  mountains,  afcended  about  three  hours  up  to  the  very  higheft  fummit  of  Mount 
Libanon,  paflliig  over  the  fnov/,  which  was  frozen  hard.  Thefe  mountains  are  not 
inhabited  higher  up  than  the  Carmelite  convent,  nor  all  the  way  down  on  the  eail  fide, 
which  is  very  fteep,  and  a  barren  foil.  I  obferved  that  Cyprefs  are  the  only  trees  that 
grow  towards  the  top,  which  being  nipped  by  the  cold,  do  not  grow  fpirally,  but  like 
imall  oaks ;  and  it  may  be  concluded  that  this  tree  bears  cold  better  tlian  any  other. 
From  the  top  of  Mount  Libanon  there  is  a  fine  profpeft  of  the  beautiful  parts  of  the 
mountain  below,  and  of  the  fea  beyond  Tripoli  to  the  eaft,  of  lake  Lemoun  at  the  foot 
of  tlie  hill,  which  feems  to  be  two  or  three  miles  in  circumference,  and  beyond  it,  of  that 
great  plain,  which  was  Ccelefyria,  on  the  eaft  fide  of  which  I  faw  Baalbeck. 

Though  all  the  people  about  Libanon  drink  of  the  fnow  water,  yet  they  have  not 
that  fwelling  in  the  neck  which  the  people  are  fubjeci:  to  who  drink  of  the  fnow  water 
of  the  Alps ;  whicli  may  be  owing  to  a  greater  freedom  of  perfpiration  ;  and  poffibly 
this  fnow  may  not  be  charged  with  fo  great  a  quantity  of  nitre  as  it  is  in  the  northern 
parts.     It  is  obferved  on  Mount  Libanon,  that  in  the  fpring  time,  when  the  fnows  begin 
to  melt,  the  waters  of  the  rivers  rife,  but  the  fountains  continue  as  before  ;  after  a 
certain   time  the   fountains  flow  plentifully,  and  the  waters  of  the  rivers  abate  ;  and 
then   the  fountains  continuing  to  flow,  the  waters  of  the  rivers  increafe   again  ;  the 
reafon  of  which  feems  to  be,  that  when  the  fnows  firft  melt,  the  waters  run  down  cii 
the  furface  of  the  frozen  fnow  without  foaking  into  the  ground  to  feed  the  fprings  ; 
and  fo  the  greateft  part  of  it  runs  into  the  rivers  ;  but  wlien  the  fnow  is  melted  towards 
the  lower  parts  of  the  mountains,  the  water  begins  to  be  drunk  up  by  the  earth,  and 
confequently  increafes  the  fountains  ;  and  when  the  earth  is  almolt  full  of  water,  and- 
of  courfe  liocs  not  imbibe  fo  much  of  that  element  as  before,  it  then  runs  more  plen- 
tifully into  the  rivers,  continuing  ftill  to  feed  the  fountains.     At  the  foot  of  the  moun- 
tains of  Libanus  there   is  a  narrow  valley,  in  which  the  fmall  lake  Lemoun,  before 
mentioned,  is  fituated  to  the  Ibuth  of  the  road.     We   travelled  to  the  ealt  for  two 
hours,  between  low  hills  covered  with  wood,  and  came  into  the  plain  of  Baalbeck, 
wi)ich  is  about  eight  miles  broad,  extends  a  confiderable  way  to  the  fouth,  and  mucli 
farther  nortl'Avards,  where  it  opens  into  a  plain  ;  to   the  north  eaft  of  which  are  the 
deferts  tluit  extend  eafliward  to  Palmyra  ;  and  northwards  to  Hems,  the  ancient  Emela. 
Towards  the  north  part  of  this  plain  the  river  Afe  rifes,  which  is  the  Orontes  of  the 
ancients ;  it  is  a  barren  red  foil,  very  little  improved,  and  the  crops  it  produces  are  (o 
poor,  that  it  hardly  anfwers  the  expence  of  tilling  and  watering ;  and  they  cannot  fow 
it  two  vcars  together,  this  part  having  no  water  but  what  is  brought  from  a  flrcam  that 
rifes  pleiuifully  half  a  mile  fouth  eaft  of  Baalbeck,  which  runs  through  the  city,  and  is 
loft  in  the  fields  and  gardens. 

We  defceniled  into  the  plain  to  Dflehamoit,  a  finall  village  on  the  left  hand,  inha- 
bited by  Maronites,  where  there  is  an  old  cluirch  that  has  been  repaired,  and  feems  to 
have  been  built  after  the  model  of  the  temple  of  Baalbeck,  except  that  it  has  no  colon- 
nade round  it.     tt  is4jf  tlie  Corijithi.ui  order,  and  is  doubtkfs  of  great  antiquity.     As 
VOL.  X.  3  K  ^    Aphaca, 
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Aplinca,  remarkable  fer  an  infamous  temple  dedicated  to  Venus,  is  faid  to  have  been 
between  Ileliopolis  and  Byblus  *,  one  might  conjeduie  that  it  was  here,  if  it  was  not 
defcribed  as  on  the  top  of  Mount  Libanon,  and  probabh'  the  hike  Lemoun  is  that 
which  is  mentioned  near  it,  as  having  fuch  extraordinary  properties  in  it  f.  Tlie  fun 
was  very  low  when  we  came  to  this  place,  and  we  had  fonie  thoughts  of  Haying  there 
all  night,  but  the  people  gave  us  no  great  encouragement,  and  very  honeltly  informed 
-US,  that  we  might  run  fome  rifl\  of  being  plundered  by  the  Amadcan  Arabs,  if  any  of 
them  flxould  chance  to  come  that  way  ;  fo  we  proceeded  on  our  journey,  and  arrived 
ver)'  late  at  Baalbeck. 

Chap.  VI.  —  Of  Baalbeck^  th:  ancient  Heliopolis. 

THERE  are  many  cities  in  Syria  that  retain  tlieir  ancient  names  ;  which  is  a  proof 
that  the  Greek  names,  introduced  under  the  Macedonian  kings,  were  rarely  received 
by  the  common  people ;  of  this  Baalbeck,  or  rather  Baalbeit,  is  an  inflance,  which 
fignifies  the  houfe  or  temple  of  Baal.  'I'his  deity  if  fuppofed  to  be  the  fame  a.s  the 
Sun  ;  accordingly  the  Greeks  in  their  language  call  this  place  Heliupolis,  or  the  city  of 
the  Sun  |.  It  Hands  on  the  eaft  fide  of  that  plain,  which  is  between  Libanon  to  the 
weft,  and  what  is  commonly  fuppofed  to  be  part  of  Antilibancu  to  the  eaft,  and  confe. 
quently  was  in  that  part  of  Syria,  which  was  called  Coelefyria  proper.  The  river  Afe  or 
Orontes,  rifes  in  this  plain  about  eight  hours  north  of  Baalbeck,  near  a  village  called 
Ras.  The  mountains  lo  the  eaft  are  very  near  the  town  ;  to  the  fouth-eaft  fide  of 
which  there  is  a  hill  that  ftretches  fouthw.srds,  part  of  it  being  taken  within  the  city 
■walls,  which  are  low,  and  about  four  miles  in  circumference  ;  they  are  built  with  fquare 
towers,  and  though  probably  on  the  fame  fite  as  the  ancient  walls,  yet  the  greateft  par^ 
of  them  appear  to  be  the  work  of  the  middle  ages,  from  the  great  number  of  broken 
entablatures,  pillars,  defaced  reliefs,  and  imperfed  infci'iptions,  both  Greek  and  Latin, 
that  are  placed  in  them§.  It  is  very  extraordinary  that  ancient  authors  ftiould  be  fo 
filcnt  in  relation  to  Heliopolis,  which  muft  have  been  very  famous  for  the  worfhip  of 
Baal,  and  where  there  are  at  prefent  fuch  remains,  as  may  be  faid  to  exceed  every- 
thing of  antiquity  in  that  kind.  It  is  probable  there  was  fome  very  confidcrable  build- 
ing on  the  part  of  the  hill  enclofed  within  the  city  to  the  fouth  eaft  ;  for  there  1  faw 
in  the  walls  a  great  number  of  broken  entablatures,  reliefs,  pedeftals,  and  feveral 
fmall  fluted  Corinthian  pillars  in  a  fine  tafte,  and  imperfect  Greek  infcriptions,  which 
feemed  to  be  of  great  antiquity  ;  and  within  the  walls  there  is  a  large  ftone  adorned  with 
carvings  of  a  moft  exquilite  workmanfhip,  which  feems  to  have  ferved  for  the  covering 
rfthe  colonnade  round  the  building,  being  like  that  of  the  tempk  bclpw.  On  the  highefl 
part  of  the  hill  within  the  walls  there  is  a  very  fine  Tufcan  pillar,  which  probably  had 
fome  relation  to  this  building.  It  is  raifed  on  a  fquare  foundation,  five  feet  feven  inches 
high,  confining  of  three  ftcps  up  ;  the  two  uppermoft,  which  are  not  high,  might  be 

•  Zofitmii.i.  yfl.  f  Eufebius  De  vita  Cond^ntini,  iii.  55. 

X  The  Itincraiy  of  Antoniiie,  aiul  tlic  tablos  agree  fo  oxadtly  in  a  very  great  error,  as  to  the  diftances 
bf  tweeri  Baalbeck  and  Dama''cus.  t'.at  this  as  well  as  other  indanccs,  are  a  great  circumftance  to  make  one 
conjcfture  that  one  wai  copied  from  i'le  other;  they  make  Abila  thirty-eight  miles  from  Uamafcus,  which 
ougU  to  be  corrcaed  to  c-chtccn  ;  tnoiigh  I  did  not  c<'nipute  it  to  be  above  twelve.  From  tliis  place  to 
Heliopolin,  it  is  twentv-i  wo,  according  to  thofe  ace  iMits,  and  the   real  diftance  may  be  about  twenty. 

§  I  faw  one  infcription  in  the  ancient  Syriac  la;i -mge  ,  and  in  the  archer!  way  leading  to  the  famous 
temple,  th(  ''e  words  in  large  capitals,  M  O  S  C  H  I  bl  V'l  S  I,  wliich  probably  were  on  a  triumphal  arch. 
On  a  pedcftal  of  a  (latne  or  pillar,  at  the  grand  eni,.i!,ce  of  the  imperfect  temple,  is  this  infcription,  D  1 1  S 
H  £  L.  V  I.^  by  which  it  fecms  to  be  Cgnified,  that  fomething  was  dedicated  to  the  gods  of  Heliopolis. 

defigned 
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defigncd  to  be  \\Tought  Into  a  bafo  and  plinth :  the  fliaft  and  capital  are  compofod  of 
eighteen  ftones,  each  about  three  feet  thick  :  near  ten  feet  below  the  capital  it  is  en- 
conipaffed  with  an  ornament  of  five  feftoons,  very  finely  wrought ;  and  on  the  top  ot 
the  capital,  there  are  two  tiers  of  ftone,  which  make  a  fmall  bafin,  about  three  feet 
deep.  From  this  bafin  there  is  a  hole  through  the  capital,  and  a  femicircular  channel 
nine  inches  wide  and  fix  deep,  cut  dov.-n  the  fouth  fide  of  the  column  and  fteps  ;  it  is 
fuppoied,  that  this  was  a  paflage  for  water  ;  the  tradition  is,  that  the  water  was  con- 
veyed from  this  pillar  to  the  top  of  the  famous  temple,  on  which  the  people  are  fo  weak 
as  to  imagine  there  was  a  garden  ;  but  it  is  mod  probable,  that  the  rain  waters  were 
conveyed  from  the  building,  which  I  fuppofe  to  have  been  here,  into  this  finall  bafin, 
and  run  down  the  channel,  which  was  probably  covered  fo  as  to  make  it  a  lube,  and 
might  be  conveyed  to  fome  part  of  the  city,  poflibly  to  the  temple,  where  it  might  be 
neceffary  to  raife  the  water  to  a  certain  height ;  or  it  might  relate  to  fome  machinery  ot 
the  ancient  fuperflition. 

In  the  plain,  about  two  leagues  weft  of  the  city,  and  a  league  from  Mount  Libanon, 
there  is  another  pillar.  The  pillar  is  called  Hamoudiade ;  the  capital  is  of  the  Co- 
rinthian order,  and  is  much  injured  by  the  weather  ;  it  ftands  on  a  foundation  fix  feet 
three  inches  high,  which  is  built  fo  as  to  make  five  fteps.  The  fliaft  of  the  pillar 
confifts  of  fourteen  ftones,  each  of  them  about  three  feet  thick ;  on  the  north  fide, 
about  twenty  feet  from  the  ground,  there  is  a  compartment  cut  on  the  pillar,  which 
feems  to  have  been  intended  for  an  infcripiion,  but  there  is  no  fign  of  any  letters  j 
they  have  a  tradition  that  it  is  hollow  within,  and  that,  being  filled  with  water  from 
fome  fprings  on  the  neighbouring  hills,  the  waters  were  conveyed  from  the  pillar 
to  a  hill,  which  is  at  the  diftance  of  a  league,  on  which  there  was  a  monaftery ;  but  it 
is  more  probable,  that  this  pillar  was  ereded  either  in  memory  of  fome  great  aftion, 
or  in  honour  of  a  heathen  deity. 

On  the  outfide  of  the  city  walls,  to  the  fouth  eaft  of  the  famous  temple,  there  are 
fragments  of  pillars  of  red  granite,  and  fome  figns  of  the  foundations  ot  a  building, 
which  might  be  a  temple.  There  is  alfo  a  Mahometan  fepulchre  of  an  oftagon  figure 
to  the  fouth  eaft  of  the  town  in  the  way  to  Damafcus  •,  the  dome  of  which  is  fupported 
by  granite  pillars  of  the  fame  kind,  wliich  probably  were  brought  from  that  place  ;  they 
are  about  twelve  feet  long,  and  five  feet  in  circumference,  fo  that  probably  each  pillar  was 
fawn  into  two  parts ;  they  are  of  the  moft  beautiful  granite,  in  large  fpots,  and  finely 
poliflied.  The  river  of  Baalheck  rifcs  half  a  mile  fouth  eaft  of  the  city,  and  runs  through 
it ;  the  fprings  feem  to  have  rifcn  in  three  very  plentiful  ftreams,  under  three  femi- 
circular walls  that  might  bu  coiitiguous,  two  of  wliich  remain  ;  that  to  the  fouth  is  the 
larger,  and  ha^  a  Greek  infcription  on  it.  I  was  informed,  that  half  a  day's  journey 
fouth  of  Baalbeck,  there  is  a  place  called  Elarach ;  and  there  is  a  tradition,  if  I 
miftake  not,  among  the  Jews,  that  Noah  was  buried  there. 

In  the  city,  abi)iu  half  a  quarter  of  r.  mile  fouth  call  of  the  famous  temple,  there  is  a 
beautiful  finall  temple  almoft  entire,  of  a  very  fingular  architcdure,  which  is  now  ufed 
by  the  C'.liriftians  lor  a  church  ;  it  is  a  femicircle  *.  The  fteps  and  the  bafcment, 
which  are  reprefented  entire,  are  only  fuppofed  ;  the  ground  being  rifen  up  to  tl:e 
cornice  of  the  latter,  and  fo  it  is  likewife  near  the  top  of  the  bafes  under  the  pedi- 
ments  within  ;  the  jjillars  alfo  that  I'upport  the  pediments  are  not  now  (landing.     The 

•  Monfirur  fie  la  Roquc,  in  liis  accottnl  of  his  journey  to  Moviiit  LiHnnon  and  Syria,  afHrms,  that  this 
templi-  is  an  oflagon  within  ;  but,  as  hi-  i'.iv>,  that  tin-  temple  wa»  lomid  on  tlicoullldcj  he  maybe  railtalvcn 
in  the  one  a«  will  as  the  other. 
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room  fcems  to  linvc  had  no  light  but  from  the  door ;  on  each  fide  of  which  there  art 
two  round  pilaltcrs. 

The  famous  temple  of  Baalbcck,  wliich  has  been  fo  often  mentioned  by  travellers, 
is  a  moft  cxquifitc  piece  of  workmanfliip,  on  which  the  litmofl  art  has  been  bellowed; 
it  is  built  of  a  fine  white  ftone,  that  approaches  very  near  to  the  nature  of  marble,  but 
grows  yellow  when  cxpofed  to  the  air. 

The  feveral  members  of  the  columns  and  pedeRals  of  the  pilaflers,  both  within  and 
without,  are  ciuried  all  round  the  building,  and  the  whole  temple  is  built  as  on  one 
folid  bafcment.  The  ground  is  rifen  near  to  the  top  of  this  bafement,  both  within 
and  without,  except  on  the  fouth  fide  without,  where  the  bafement  is  [^en  in  all  its 
proportions.  The  architecture  of  the  fides  within,  and  of  the  further  end,  is  of  two 
kinds,  that  of  the  main  body  of  the  temple  being  in  one  fiyle ;  but  the  fmdl  pillars 
that  fupport  the  pediments  are  only  fuppofed,  thofe  places  feeni  to  have  been  deligned 
for  ftatues.  I  went  down  into  the  vaults  under  this  part  by  the  light  of  wax  candles  ; 
they  confifl  of  two  rooms ;  going  into  the  inner  vault  I  was  ftartled  to  fee  a  dead  body 
lie  in  its  clothes  ;  the  murder  was  committed  about  fix  months  before  by  a  Greek  for 
the  fake  of  his  money,  and  the  body  was  never  removed.  The  entablatures  of  the 
temple,  bith  within  and  without,  are  exceedinglv  rich ;  in  tlie  quarter  round  of  the 
cornice  without,  there  are  fpouts  carved  with  a  lip  and  flowers  that  do  not  projetl ; 
and  the  frieze  is  adorned  with  feiloons,  fupported  by  heads  of  fome  animal.  Nothing 
can  be  imagined  more  exquifite  than  the  door-cafe  to  the  temple  :  ahnofl:  every 
member  of  it  is  adorned  with  tlie  fineft  carvings  of  flowers  and  fruits  ;  tiie  frieze, 
particularly,  with  ears  of  corn,  mod  beautifully  executed.  The  top  of  the  door- 
cafe  confills  of  three  ftones  ;  the  middle  fi:one  is  finely  adorned  with  reliefs ; 
poflibly  the  eagle  which  is  carved  on  the  door-cafe  might  reprefent  the  fun,  to  whom 
this  temple  was  dedicated  ;  the  winged  perfons  on  each  fide  of  it  may  fignify  the 
jJephyrs,  or  air,  which  operates  with  it :  and  by  the  feveral  other  particulars  may  bo 
figured,  that  the  fun  produces  fruitful  feafons  and  plenty  :  the  caduceus,  which  the 
eagle  has  in  its  claws,  may  be  an  emblem  of  commerce  and  riches,  which  are  the  con- 
fequence  of  this  bounty  of  nature. 

This  fine  temple  is  defervedly  admired  as  one  of  the  mod  beautiful  pieces  of  antiquity 
that  remains  ;  and  yet  it  is  a  melancholy  thing  to  fee  how  the  barbarous  people  of  ihefe 
countries  continually  deflroy  fuch  magnificent  buildings,  in  order  to  make  ufc  of  the 
flone ;  they  privately  chip  the  pillars  in  order  to  undermine  them,  and  when  they 
fall,  the  ftones  are  fo  large  that  they  can  carry  away  but  very  few  of  them.  The 
pillars  of  the  portico  before  the  temple  are  ruined,  except  four  at  the  fouth  eaft  corner; 
and  four  of  the  pillars  on  the  fouth  fide  are  fallen.  There  is  a  wall  likewife  built 
acrofs  the  portico  before  the  temple,  infomuch  that  a  great  part  of  the  beauty  of  it  is 
deitroyed  ;  and  yet  the  admiration  of  every  one  muft'be  greatly  raifed,  who  has  the 
leaft  tafte  of  architecture,  and  confiders  all  the  particular  parts  of  it.  It  appears,  that 
the  temple  was  converted  into  a  church  by  the  Chriftians. 

There  is  another  piece  of  antiquity  in  Baalbeck  near  the  famous  temple,  which  has 
been  taken  very  little  notice  of  by  travellers  ;  it  feems  to  be  part  of  a  grand  temple  which 
was  never  finiflied  ;  the  entrance  is  very  magnificent,  confifting  of  two  grand  courts,  en- 
compalTfd  with  buildings.  This  temple,  which  feems  to  have  been  defigned  in  a  very  fine 
tafte,  is  fixty-eiglit  paces  north  of  the  other,  and  extends  farther  to  the  weft,  very  near  to 
the  city  walls  ;  feveral  ftones  of  thcfe  buildings  are  left  rough,  and  others  only  marked  out 
to  be  hewn  into  bafes,  or  other  forms  ;  which  is  a  plain  proof  that  this  temple  was 
never  finilhed.     As  the  other  temple  was  dedicated  to  the  fun,  fo  it  is  probable  this 
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■was  ereded  in  honour  of  all  the  gods  of  Hcllopolis,  from  the  infcription  before  men' 
tioned,  which  I  faw  on  one  of  the  bafements  of  the  colonnade  at  the  front  of  the 
entrance*.  This  temple  (lands  on  higher  ground  than  the  other,  the  bottom  of  its 
bafement  being  near  as  high  as  the  top  of  the  other  ;  the  wall  of  the  bafemcnt  is  left 
rough,  and  feems  defigned  either  to  have  been  adorned  with  all  the  members  of  a 
pedeflal,  or  to  have  been  joined  by  fome  other  building :  it  is  twenty-feven  feet  above 
the  ground  on  the  fide  next  to  the  old  temple  ;  there  now  remain  but  nine  pillars, 
each  confifcing  only  of  one  ftone ;  they  fupport  an  entablature,  which  is  very  grand, 
but  exadly  of  the  fame  architedure  as  that  of  the  other  temple,  except  that  in  the 
quarter  round  of  the  cornice  lions  heads  are  cut,  as  fpouts  for  the  water  :  I  meafured 
the  top  of  a  b;ife  of  one  of  the  pillars,  on  which  there  was  no  column,  and  found  it 
foven  feet  ten  inches  diameter  ;  they  are  eight  feet  and  an  inch  apart,  fo  that  the  inter- 
columnation  is  but  little  more  than  one  diameter,  of  which,  I  believe,  there  are 
few  uiftances  ;  v/hat  is  called  the  Pycnoflyie,  which  is  a  diameter  and  a  half,  being 
the  leafl  that  is  mentioned  by  the  antients.  To  the  weft  of  the  nine  pillars  is  the 
bafe  of  a  tenth  ;  and  in  a  line  from  it,  I  faw  the  bafes  of  pillars  acrofs,  which  fhewed 
the  end  of  the  colonnade ;  and  by  the  meafures,  I  imagine  it  confifted  of  ten  pillars  in 
breadth  ;  fome  of  the  broken  ones  are  ftill  remaining  on  their  bafes.  To  the  eaft  of 
the  nine  pillars,  I  found  that  there  were  fix  more  in  the  fame  row,  fo  that  there  were 
in  all  lixteen  in  length  ;  and  I  had  reafon  to  conclude,  that  there  were  no  more  ;  fo 
that  this  temple  was  pretty  near  in  the  fame  proportion  as  the  other,  which  has  eight 
pillars  in  breadth,  and  fourteen  in  length. 

'J"he  fouth  fide  of  the  two  courts  which  lead  to  the  temple,  were  either  never  finifhed, 
or   have   been  much   ruined,  but  the  other   fide  remains  fo   entire,  efpecially  that  of 
the  inner  court,  that  it  was  not  very  diflicult  to  make  a  plan  of  them.     The  fpaces  on 
each  fide  were  doubtlefs  defigned  for  fome  apartments,  of  which  there  are  remains 
to  tlie  north.     There  are  pedelials  in  the  front,  which  feem  to  have  been  defigned  for 
flatucs,  being  too  fmall  for  pillars  :  if  there  had  been  a  colonnade,  this  building  would 
have  very  much  rcfombled  the  defign  of  Bernini,  executed  at  the  Louvre  in  Paris. 
There  is  a  fquare  pavilion  at  each  end,  and  the  rooms  within  are  adorned  with  the 
fame  architecture  as  the  walls  in  the  front.     This  magnificent  entrance  is  at  Icaft  twenty 
feet  above  the  ground  to  the  eaft,  and  without  doubt  a  grand  flight  of  flairs  was  de- 
figned to  it,  the  foundation  wall  being  left  rough  between   the  tvi^o  p-avilions ;  and  in 
De  la  Roque's  time  there  feem  to  have  been  fteps  to  this  terrace.     This  grand  entrance 
leads   to   a  court,  which  feems  to  have  been  an  oiLtagon  of  unequal  fides,  of  which 
there    is  very   little   remaining.     Beyond  this  is  a    large    court   of  an  oblong  fquare 
figure.      On   each  fide  of  the  middle  of  the  court,  there  are  remains  of  two  low 
walls,  adorned  with    the  members  of  a  pedeftal  ;    they    have  doors  through   them, 
and  it  is  probable  there  was  a  magnificent  colonnade  on  them  leading  to  the  grand 
temple,  and  this  colonnade  feems  to  have  been  ftanding  in  De  la  Roque's  time,  who 
fays,  there  was  a  double  row  of  pillars,  which  formed  porticos  or  galleries  fixty  fathom 
long,  and  eight  bread.     Under  thefe  buildings,  on  each   fide  of  the  two   courts,  is  a 
long  arcade  ;  there  is  alfo  a  crofs  one  under  the  buildings,  which  divides  thofe  courts  ; 
the  arcade  to  the  fuuth  feems  to  have  been  a  private  entrance   to  both  the  temples  ;  it 
leads  to  the  area  near  the  north-eaft  corner  of  fhe  old  temple  ;  the  other  is  a  way  to  go 
round  tlie  walls  of  the  city,  which  tiierelVt  in  to  the  fouth.     In  thefe  arcades  1  faw  two 
bulls  in  mezzo  relievo  j  one  was  very  fingular,  being  the  face  of  a  young  perfon,  with 
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bull's  horns  coming  out  of  his  fliouliiers,  and  a  particular  relief  at  the  bottom,  fomc. 
thing  like  a  coronet  reverfed.  All  thelc  buildings  in  later  times  were  turned  into  a 
caftle  ;  and  an  addition  was  made  ot  a  very  llrong  building  near  the  fouth-eall:  corner  ot 
the  old  temple,  and  another  to  the  fouth-weft  on  the  town  wall,  which  they  have 
almoll  deflroycd  for  the  fake  of  the  ftoncs.  It  is  faid  this  fortrels  was  demoliihed  by 
Teckerdine,  and  mounds  of  unburnt  brick  ftill  remain  in  fome  parts,  which  were  put  up 
in  the  breaches,  and  againfl:  the  walls,  as  if  they  were  defigned  to  refiit  the  force  ot 
cannon. 

About  twenty  feet  to  the  north  and  weft  of  the  unfiniflicd  temple  is  the  town  wnll, 
which  is  only  of  the  height  of  the  ground  within,  though  between  twenty  and  thirty 
feet  above  the  fofle  without.  The  walls  are  built  of  very  large  hewn  flones,  which 
are  laid  in  fuch  a  manner  as  if  thev  were  defigned  lo  form  the  members  of  a  baiement  j 
it  is  probable  they  propofed  to  have  built  fuch  another  wall  to  the  fouth  of  the  temple, 
and  to  have  adorned  the  whole  with  a  magnificent  colonnade  or  colofTal  flatues  of 
the  gods  of  Heliopolis.  But  what  is  very  furprifmg,  in  the  wall  to  the  weft  of  the 
temple  there  are  three  ftoncs  near  twenty  feet  above  the  ground,  each  ot  which  are  about 
fixty  feet  long  ;  the  largeft  of  them  is  about  fixty-two  feet  nine  inches  in  length.  On 
the  north  fide  there  are  likewife  feven  very  large  ftones,  but  not  of  fo  great  a  fize  : 
what  I  wanted  in  the  meiilures  of  thefe  ftones  as  to  their  thicknefs  and  breadth,  which 
is  faid  to  be  about  twelve  feet,  I  prefume  I  found  pretty  near  in  the  quarry  half  a 
mile  from  the  town,  out  of  which  thefe  ftones  were  dnubtlefs  taken.  I  fav>  there  a 
ftone  hewn  out,  but  the  bottom  of  it  was  not  feparated  from  the  rock,  which  mcafured 
fixty-eight  feet  in  lengtli,  is  feventeen  feet  eight  inches  wide,  and  thirteen  feet  ten 
inches  thick.  Thefe  ftones  were  probably  conveyed  to  the  walls  on  rollers  through  the 
city ;  the  ground  on  the  infide  being  levelled  for  that  purpofe  ;  for  though  the  wall  is 
near  thirty  feet  above  the  ground  on  the  outfide,  it  is  notwithftanding  on  a  level  with  the 
top  of  the  wall  within.  The  quarr)'  in  which  tliis  ftone  lies  is  very  large,  and  the  place 
is  called  St.  Klias ;  there  are  leveral  little  grots  round  it ;  they  ihew  one,  where,  they 
fay,  that  prophet  really  was  ;  though  it  is  moft  probable,  that  thefe  grots  were  inhabited 
by  the  Greek  monks,  or  hermits  of  St.  Elias,  now  called  the  Carmelites  by  the  Latin 
church ;  and  on  this  accoimt  the  place  might  have  its  name ;  this  quarry  confilts  of 
a  fine  white  ftone,  but  fomewhat  brittle.  There  is  a  quarry  of  finer  ftone  at  a  fmall 
hill  a  mile  to  the  weft  of  the  city,  which  appears  to  have  been  much  worked,  and 
it  is  probable,  that  they  took  their  pillars  and  ftones  for  the  fineft  work  from  that 
place. 

As  I  came  to  Baalbeck  after  it  was  dark,  I  lodged  the  firft  night  in  the  Kane.  The 
next  morning  I  carried  a  letter  froni  the  conful  of  Tripoli  to  the  Chriftiaji  fecretary 
of  the  paftia  ;  this  being  a  fmall  paftialic ;  he  was  at  that  time  with  the  paflia,  who 
defired  to  fee  me  ;  on  which  1  informed  the  fecretary  that  I  had  a  letter  for  the  pafha, 
though  for  certain  reafons  I  had  determined  not  to  deliver  it,  unlefs  1  ihould  find 
it  neccflary  to  be  introduced  to  him.  When  1  came,  he  was  fitting  with  the  mufti, 
as  they  call  him,  or  rather  the  mulla,  who  is  head  of  the  cadis  in  a  paftiahc  ;  the 
cadi  alio  and  fome  others  were  with  him.  I  delivered  him  my  letter,  whicii  i;e  read 
with  aplealant  countenance,  being  a  very  good  man,  and  particularly  civil  to  the  Franks, 
having  lately  been  a  padia  in  Bofnia  ;  he  appeared  very  fond  of  hio  fon,  who  was  about 
Ave  years  old,  and  told  me  that  when  he  returned  frorn  Bolhia  by  Ragufa,  a  gentleman 
there  caufed  both  his  and  his  fon's  pidures  to  be  drawn.  When  I  aiked  his  leave 
lo  fee  the  antiquities,  he  told  me  I  might  go  were  I  pleafed,  and  cailed   for  a  janizary 
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to  attenct  me.     Sweetmeats  and  cofTce  \v«re  brought ;  both  at  my  cominc;  and  going  he 
felur'.J  ii\c  wit'.i  Hofgeldc,  as  much  as  to  fay  I  was  welcome.     1   took  up  my  abode 
at    tlie  Secretary's;    and  in  the  afLernoon  went  to  fee  tlie  famous  temple.     In  ther 
e\'ening  I  was  elegantly  entertained  by  the  fccictary  in  an  open  mocot  in  his  court,  a. 
fountain  of  water  playing  into  a  bafin  in  the  middle  of  the. court.      We  had  for  fupper 
a  roafled  fowl  fluffed,  pilaw,  ftewed  meat  with  the  foup,  a  dulma  of  cucumbers  fluffed 
with   forced   meat,  and    a  dcfert  of  apricots,  apples,  and  mulberries,  both  red  and 
white,  for  here  they  have  not  the  black  kind.     On  the  fixteenth,  1  viewed  the  two 
other  temples,  and  went  round  part  of  the  walls.     On  the  feventeenth,  I  went  in 
the  road  to  Tripoli,  about  a  league  to  a  village  called  Nead,  where  there  are  fome  ruins, 
particularly   of  a  building  about   forty   feet  long ;  near  a  league  further  we  came  to 
the  pillar  Hamoudiade,  already  mentioned.     We  returned   towards  Baalbeck,  came 
to  the  quarry  of  fine  flone,  which  is  a  mile  to   the   wefl  of  it,  then   to  the  Turkifh 
fepulchres,  which  are  to  the  fouth  of  the  town,  and  to  the  quarry  of  Elias  ;  and  went 
all  round  tlie  city  walls,  and  to  the  rife  of  the  river,  which  is  divided  into  two  or  three 
flreams.     When  I  returned,  the  fecrctary  told  me,  that  the  pafha  wondered  that  he- 
had  not  feen  lae  again,  and  ordered   him  to  bring  me  to  his  houfe  ;   and  wiiiHl  I  was 
at  fupper,  a  melfenger  came  from  him  to  condud  me  to  him.     When  I  came  to  the- 
pafha,  he  was  fitting  alone  on  an  open  raifed  fopha  in  the  court,  near  a  bafin  of  water ;. 
he  defired  me  to  come  up  to  him,  and  put  me  on  his  right  hand  ;  and  fignified  to  me,, 
that  I  fhould   not  put  myfelf  in  the  kneeling  pofture,  as  is  ufual,  when  inferiors  are 
before  fuperiors  ;  but  that  I  ihouki  fit  as  I  found  mofl  convenient.     He  aflsed  me,  why 
I  did  not   come   oftener ;  and  flicwed  me  a  young  tiger  that  had  been  caught  in  the 
mountains,  and  was  brought  to  him  that  day ;  he  talked  to  me  about  the  war  with  the 
Germans,  and  aiked  feveral  timts  who  was  the  greatefl  prince  in  Europe.     He  had 
fent  all  the  company  away  except  his  own  interpreter,  and  as  I  could  not  well  underfland' 
him,  he  called  for   mine,  and  talked  on  fome  fubjefts  that  I  thought  had  relation  to 
his  own  intereft.     He  alked  me  what  I  had  feen,  and  why  we  did  not  fafl  as  the  Greeks 
do  ;  he  told  me  I  was  welcome  to  flay  three  or  four  da)s,  or  as  long  as  I  pleafed,  and 
treated  me  in  every  refpeft  as  an  equal,  and  with  the   utmoil  politenefs,  of  which 
there  arc  very  few  examples  in  thefe  countries.     On  the  eighteenth,  I  reviewed  every 
thing,  faw  one  of  their  mofques,  and  a  great  number  of  old  pillars  in   and  about  it. 
On  the  nineteenth  in  the  evening,  we  lay  with  the  caravan  near  the  fountains  of  the 
river,  in  order  to  let  out  the  next  morning  for  Damafcus. 

Chap.  VII.  —  Of  the  places  in  the  road  from  Baalbeck  to  Damafcus. 

IT  is  fixteen  hours  or  two  fmall  days  journey  with  a  loaded  caravan  from  Baalbeck 
to  Damafcus ;  the  courfe  altogether  being  about  ea(l  fouth  eafl.  The  road  is  moilly 
between  hills,  there  being  three  chains  of  mountaii'.s  divided  by  narrow  valleys,  which 
extend  in  breadth  from  Baalbeck  to  Damafcus.  The  moil  weflem  mountains,  I 
apprehend,  are  thofe  which  begin  to  the  north  oF  Acre,  ;md  fl retch  away  to  jebe^ 
Siieik,  from  which  this  middle  chiun  of  mountains  feems  to  extend  ;  both  thefe  being 
prooably  Anti-Libanon.  The  third  and  moll  eailern  ridge  of  the  mountains,  begins 
to  the  north  eafl  of  Jebel  Sheik,  as  I  fhall  have  occafion  to  obferve :  thefe  fcem  to 
be  the  mountains  over  Damafcus,  called  by  the  aiuients  the  mountains  of  Trachonitis  and 
Arabia,  to  which,  they  fiiy,  Antilibanon  extended.  Mount  Libanon  began  at  the 
cape  fouth  of  Tripoli,  and  is  thatcliaiu  ofmonntaiais  which  is  to  the  weft  of  the  plain  of 
Baalbeck. 

Having- 
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Hanng  laid  with  the  caravan  by  the  river  without  the  town  of  Baalbeck,  we  fot 
out  on  the  twenty-firft,  very  early  in  the  morning  for  Damafcus,  and  went  twO  liours 
fouth  fouth  eaft  on  the  fide  of  the  mountains  which  are  to  the  left ;  thefe  mountains  are 
called  Jebel  Chcke  ;  thofe  eaft  of  them,  I  llippofe  to  be  the  fecond  ridge  of  hills,  and 
are  called  Jebel  Jourgie  Charkieh  :  we  had  the  great  plain  ftill  to  the  right,  which  here 
inclined  a  little  more  to  the  eaft,  where  the  Caftravan  mountains  begin  ;  to  the  fouth 
we  faw  the  village  of  Doris  in  the  plain.  We  turned  to  the  eaft,  and  went  on  the  fide 
of  the  hills  over  a  river  called  Neytane,  I  fuppofe  the  fame  as  Le)'tane,  wliich,  if  I 
do  not  miftake,  runs  into  the  plain  of  Baalbeck  ;  and  after  three  hours  travelling  we 
turned  fouth,  and  palled  over  it  on  a  bridge.  About  this  place  two  ftreams  unite,  which 
make  this  river.  We  paiTed  by. the  fource  of  the  foufthern  branch  of  it,  which  riles 
at  the  foot  of  the  hills  from  three  or  four  fprings  that  flow  very  plentifully  ;  from  the 
name  of  it,  I  fliould  take  this  to  be  the  river  Letana  of  the  map  publiflied  in  a  printed 
account  of  a  journey  from  Damafcus  to  Aleppo,  and  mentioned  alfo  by  Maundrel  in  the 
road  from  Sidon  to  Damafcus,  which  is  made  to  fall  into  the  Cafmy.'  We  went  an 
hour  further  to  a  village  called  Ainhour,  on  a  rivulet  of  that  name  which  runs  to  the 
iouth.  A  foldier  of  Damafcus,  who  was  in  the  caravan,  alked  my  fervant  fome  time 
before  we  came  to  this  place,  why  he  wore  the  cap  which  the  Turks  call  a  carpack, 
turned  up  Mitji  fur,  fnatched  it  from  his  head,  and  took  away  his  gun,  and  to  frigluen 
him,  delircd  one  of  his  compcmions  to  alhft  him  to  bind  him  and  carry  him  to  thepaflia; 
and  afked  our  conduiSlor  why  he  brought  Franks  into  that  country.  We  ftopped  at 
Ainhour,  each  company  getting  under  the  fliade  of  a  tree  ;  a  very  obliging  Mahometan 
youth  came,  and  afked  us  why  the  foldier  took  away  our  arms,  and  enquired  if  we 
had  any  wine,  and  defired  us  to  give  him  fome :  we  readily  complied  with  his  requeft  ; 
and  he  and  the  foldier  both  grew  cheerful  with  it ;  and  the  youth  brought  us  what  the 
fellow  had  taken.  Afterwards,  when  I  was  afleep,  they  came  to  us,  and  afked  if  we 
had  more  wine  ;  the  foldier  threatened  much,  would  have  waked  me,  and  threw  fome 
ftoncs  at  me;  and  faid,  that  if  it  were  not  for  the  janizary,  our  conductor,  he  would 
carry  us  bound  to  the  paftia,  and  in  his  drunken  fit  threatened  to  murder  us  ;  the  youth 
all  the  time  endeavouring  to  foften  him  ;  and  at  laft  he  parted.  AVe  wcKt  on  in  the 
evening,  and  came  in  an  hour  to  a  fine  round  plain  called  Gebeliflia,  about  fix  or  feven 
miles  in  circumference  ;  on  the  weft  fide  of  it  there  is  a  pleafant  village  called  Septany, 
which  has  much  wood  about  it.  We  travelled  near  an  hour  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the 
plain  and  ftopped  under  the  village  of  Modoia,  near  a  fpring  and  rivulet ;  we  lay 
?.ll  night  in  the  open  air.  A  little  further  is  a  village  called  Edaidy ;  the  .pjace  where 
we  lay  is  computed  to  be  eight  hours  from  Damafcus,  and  the  fame  diilance  from 
Baalbeck. 

On  the  twenty-fecond  we  fet  out  very  early,  travelled  near  an  hour  in  the  plain, 
and  turning  to  the  fouth  eaft,  afcended  the  middle  ridge  of  hills.  To  the  fouth  of  them 
is  a  river  which  ruflies  through  the  trees  and  ftones,  and  runs  to  Damafcus  ;  it  is  here 
called  by  the  country  people  the  Shamaweys,  but  it  is  the  Barrady,  which  f^ems  to 
have  been  called  the  Bardines,  as  Stephanus  mentions  Damafcus  on  that  river,  but 
the  more  ancient  name  of  it  is  Chryforrhoas,  and  it  is  probably  the  Abana  of  fcripture, 
mentioned  as  a  river  of  Damafcus.  They  fay  it  rifes  in  the  mountains  towards 
Bayreuht,  and  being  divided  into  feveral  ftreams,  they  are  either  loft  or  fall  into  a  lake 
three  or  four  leagues  eaft  of  Damafcus.  We  went  along  by  the  fide  of  it ;  and  after 
fome  time  turned  northwards ;  the  road  here  is  cut  through  the  rock  in  three  places  ; 
firft  for  about  twenty  yards,  the  rock  being  near  twenty  feet  high  on  each  fide ;  then 
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for  about  forty  yards,  the  rock  being  fifty  feet  high  ;  the  third  pafTage  is  near  the  fame 
length,  but  the  rock  is  only  about  ten  feet  in  height.  We  crofTed  the  river  on  a  bridge, 
a  little  below  which  it  falls  into  a  lai-ge  bafin  ;  part  of  it  feemed  to  run  under  ground  ; 
however,  a  little  below  this  place,  the  river  turns  again  to  the  eaft,  and  then  it  is 
called  the  Barrady, 

I  was  informed,  that  about  eighteen  miles  from  Damafcus,  fomewhere  near  the 
road,  there  is  a  village  called  Zebdaineh  *,  where,   according  to  their  tradition,  Cain 
(lew  Abel.     Four  or  five  miles  north  of  it,  among  the  mountains,  there  is  a  place 
called  Nebi  Shiit  [Prophet  Seth],  where,  it  is  faid,  there  is  a  very  long  tomb,  which 
they  fhew  for  the  fepulchre  of  Seth,  the  fon  of  Adam  ;  it  was  not  fafe  to  go  to  that 
place.     At  fome  diftance  from  the  road  to  the  north  is  a  village  called  Suke,  where, 
as  I  was  afterwards  informed,  there  is  an  infcription  on  a  ftone  near  the  river  ;  to 
the  eaft  of  this,  and  north  of  the  river  is  Burhaliah  ;  I  faw  this  place  from  Nebi  Abel, 
which  I  (hall  mention  hereafter  :  I  obferved  two  pillars  with  their  entablature  at  a  place 
called  Kofehadah,  on  the  north  fide  of  the  river,  oppofite  to  a  hill  called  Kepher,  and 
about  half  a  mile  north   of  the  village  of  Kepher  ;  there  are  ruins  about  them,  parti- 
cularly to  the  north,  where  I  thought  I  faw  the  foundations  of  fome  building,  which 
might  be  an  antient  temple :  there  is  alfo  an  old  tower  near  the  road,  called  Bourge 
Hamane  ;  it  is  beyond  Kepher,  on  the  hill  to  the  north  eafl.     About  two  miles  from  the 
bridge,  and  twelve  from  Damafcus,  we  faw  to  the  right  a  mountain,  which  is  very 
high  and  deep ;  there  is  a  ruined  church  on  the  top  of  it,  the  place  is  called  Nebi 
Abel  [Prophet  Abel];   here,  they  fay,  Cain  buried  Abel,  having  carried  him  on  his 
back,  lamenting  (as  the  vulgar  have  the  ftory),  and  not  knowing  what  to  do  with  the 
dead  corpfe,  till  he  faw  a  raven  making  a  hole  in  the  ground  to  bury  one  of  his  own 
fpecics,  which  gave  him  the  hint  to  inter  his  brother.     I  went  to  fee  this  place  from 
Damafcus,  and   found  a  moll  beautiful   church  uncovered,  which   (lands  north  and 
fouth  ;  the  wall  is  three  feet  thick,  and  is  built  with  fmgle  (tones  of  that  dimenfion  ;  the 
building  is  plain  within,  and  the  door-cafe  is  very  beautiful :   about  five  feet  from  the 
portico  there  are  two   pillars   three  feet  and  a  half  in   diameter,  with  round  Dtic 
capitals,  one  is  broke,  and  the  other  remains  entire;  they,feem  to  be  of  very  great 
anticjuity  ;  that  to  the  weft  correfponds  to  the  wall  of  the  church,  but  the  other  is  five 
or  fix  leet  within  it,  which  convinced  me  that  either  they  were  fome  monument  ereded 
in  memory  of  an  extraordinary  adion,  or  belonged  to  a  building  of  lefs  dimenfions  than 
this,  or  might  have  been  part  of  a  portico  before  a  large  temple,  for  it  is  fituated  juft 
over  the  clift ;  and  there  are  feven  (teps  from  the  cllft  to  thefe  pillars,  which  probably 
led  to  the  portico  f:  I  find  there  was  a  tradition  fome  years  ago,  that  this  church  was 
built  by  St.  Helena  ;  though  they  fay  the  fame  of  almoft  every  old  church  that  remains, 
but  1  could  learn  nothing  of  fuch  a  tradition  now.     I  hoped  for  fome  light  as  to  the 
founder  of  it,  from  a  Greek  infcription  which  I  faw  on  a  ftone  about  four  feet  wide,  and 
three  deep,  that  was  fixed  in  the  infide  of  the  church,  but  fome  of  it  hi'.s  been  broke 
off;  fo  that  the  latter  part  of  the  lines  are  loft  ;  it  fecms  to  confift  of  verfes  in  honour 
of  the  builder,  and  to  run  in  the  firft  perfon,  beginning  with  the  year,  and  afterwards 
makes  mention  of  Lyfanias,  tetrarch  of  Abilene  ;  and  by  the  lalt  line  it  fecms  to  be 

*  This  may  be  the  fame  at  Scptany  above •mentionc<!. 

•f  2  Kings,  T.  12. Tlicrf  aie  fome  particularilios  in  the  aichitcflurrof  this  luiikrng  ;  that  part  of  the 

cornice,  which  is'ovcr  the  pilallcrs,  projciltt  like  another  capital,  and  about  two  feet  btlow  tile  capital,  the 
pilartcr  widens  fix  inches,  and  projects  tour  inchct  in  front. 
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the  devotion  of  a  lady  of  the  name  of  Eufehia.  This  infcrlption  is  a  confirmation  that 
Abila  aasnt-ar,  which  doubtlcfs  was  the  capital  of  the  tetrarchy  of  Ahikne,  mentioned 
in  fcripiure  as  under  the  government  of  Lyfanias  * :  and  probably  from  him  this  city  \v;is 
diftinguiflicd  by  the  name  of  Abila  of  Lyfanias  t,  on  account  of  his  bein;;  a  bencfador 
to  it.  Oppofiie  to  tiiis,  in  the  valley  on  the  north  fide  oi  the  Barraay,  I  faw  two  pillars, 
with  their  entabUture,  which  feemed  to  be  the  remains  of  a  portico  to  foinc  confiderable 
building,  there  being  feveral  large  (tones  about  them  on  the  ground.  I  am  apt  to 
think,  that  Abila  might  be  there,  and  probably  extended  on  both  fides  of  the  river. 
In  the  tables  it  is  placed  eighteen  miles  from  Damafcus,  and  thirty-two  from  Eliopoli, 
but  thefe  diflances  are  much  too  great.  Every  one  may  judge  as  he  thinks  proper, 
wh.ether  this  place  or  country  had  its  name  from  an^  memorable  aclion  of  Aoel,  or 
whether  the  people,  being  fond  of  fables,  might  not  be  defirous  to  derive  the  name 
from  Abel,  and  invented  flories  to  confirm  it.  This  is  certain,  that  as  the  Damafcenes 
think  their  fituation  a  fort  of  earthly  paradife ;  fo  they  would  make  one  believe,  that 
it  really  was  the  fpot  where  our  firft  parents  were  happy  ;  and  accordingly  they  fay,  that 
Adam  was  created  in  the  field  of  Damafcus  to  the  weft  of  the  city,  and  formed  out 
of  the  red  foil  which  is  found  there  j  and  to  confirm  this  flory,  have  others  of  places 
near,  relating  to  Abel  and  Seth. 

At  the  village  Seneiah,  at  the  foot  of  this  hill,  there  is  a  f?iort  marble  pillar,  on  which 
are  fome  imperfed  remains  of  a  Greek  infcription,  fo  that  probably  it  was  an  antieut 
milliary.  Going  on  near  an  hour  further,  we  afcended  a  little  hill ;  the  river  winding 
round  it  to  the  north,  pafTes  by  a  village  called  Ifhdaidy  ;  then  turning  eaft,  and  after- 
wards  to  the  fouth,  it  runs  by  a  village  called  Dummar,  about  a  league  and  a  half  from 
Damafcus.  Here  we  crofied  the  Barrady  on  another  bridge  ;  from  this  village  wc  wont 
over  a  high  hill,  from  which  there  is  a  glorious  profpeiSt  of  Damafcus,  and  of  the 
country  about  it.  One  fees  the  Barrady  dividing  into  many  ftreams,  coming  front 
between  the  hills,  and  running  to  the  city  through  the  fine  field  of  Damafcus,  which 
appeared  more  beautiful,  as  the  palha's  army,  with  their  beautiful  green  tents,  was 
encamped  at  one  end  of  it :  this  is  the  place  where,,  they  fay,  Adam  was  made.  On 
each  fide  of  it  are  gardens  and  villages,  which  extend  two  or  three  miles  to  the  north, 
and  five  or  fix  to  the  fouth  ;  this,  with  the  view  of  Damafcus  itfelf,  and  its  towers, 
minarets,  and  cyprefs  trees  growing  all  over  the  city  higher  than  the  houfes,  makes  a 
moft  glorious  appearance. 

_  We  came  to  a  little  town  called  Selheiah  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  and  arrived  at  the 
city,  where  I  took  up  my  abode  at  the  convent  of  the  monks  of  the  Holy  Sepulchre, 
who  were  all  Spaniards. 

Chaf.  VIII.  —  Of  Damafcus. 

DAMASCUS  was  the  capital  of  that  part  of  Coele  Syria,  which  was  called  Damat 
cene.  The  Hebrew  name  of  this  city  was  Damafek,  and  the  inhabitants  now  call  it 
Demefk.  The  Arab  hiftorians  fay  it  was  built  by  Abraham,  and  that  he  gave  it  the 
name  of  the  fervant  prefented  him  by  Nimrod,  who,  they  fay,  was  called  Demfchak, 
and  fuppofe  him  to  be  the  fame  as  Eliezer  mentioned  in  fcripture  J;  it  is  commonly 
called  by  the  Arabs  Sham,  which  is  the  name  they  give  to  Syria,  this  having  been 
the  capital   of  that  country.     Some  thhik  that   this  country  is  fo  called   by  the  Arabs, 

•Luke,  iii.  I.  f   Ptolemsi  Geographia,  v.  15. 

t  But  it  could  not  well  be  true,  that  be  was  prefenteil  to  bim  by  Nimrod,  as  he  was  born  in  Abraham's 
fcoufe.    Genu;  •' 
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hecaure  it  Is  the  country  to  the  left,  and  that  Arabia  Felix  is  called  Jemcn,  as  it  is  to  the 
right ;  that  being  the  fignification  of  thefe  words  in  Arabic. 

This  city  is  of  great  antiquity,  being,  without  doubt,  at  lead  as  old  as  the  time  of 
Abraham,  in  whofe  hiflory  it  is  menticmed,  though  it  may  be  doubted  very  much 
whether  he  was  the  founder  of  it  *.  Jofephus  traces  its  begiiming  higher  up,  to  Uz, 
great  grandfon  of  Noah  t;  his  father,  Aram,  the  fon  of  Shem,  having  pollcifed  him- 
felf  of  Syria,  from  which  the  country  was  called  Aram,  and  fometimcs  Padan  Aram, 
or  the  field  and  champaign  country  of  Aram.  This  country  and  city  were  conquered 
by  David,  after  the  people  of  it  came  to  the  afliltance  of  the  king  of  Zobah  on  the 
Euphrates,  whom  he  vanquiflied,  and  put  garrifons  in  Syria  ofDamafcus,  or  Syria- 
Damafcus  J;  that  is,  probably*  in  the  part  of  Syria  called  Damafcene.  But  when 
Solomon  went  after  other  gods,  he  was  puniflied  by  the  revolt  of  the  people  that  were 
fuhject  to  him,  who  Itirred  up  Rczon  againft  him,  who  reigned  in  Damafcus,  and 
was  an  enemy  to  Ifrael  all  the  days  of  Solomon  §.  From  that  time  they  were 
governed  by  their  own  kings,  among  whom  was  Hazael  ||,  and  alfo  Rezin^,  both  of 
them  mentioned  in  fcripture.  It  remained  under  them  until  it  was  taken  from  the  latter, 
in  the  time  of  Ahaz,  by  Tiglath-Pilefer,  king  of  Aflyria  **.  This  city  afterwards  fol- 
lowed the  fate  of  Syria,  and  became  fubjett  to  the  Greeks,  Romans,  the  emperors  of 
the  eaft,  the  Saracens,  and  laftly  to  the  Turkifn  emperors,  having  been  the  rcfiJence 
of  the  Saracen  kings  of  the  Ommiade  race,  who  removed  to  this  place  from  Medina  in 
the  feventh  century,  about  forty  years  after  Mahomet. 

The  city  of  Damafcus  is  encompafled  with  walls,  extending  about  two  miles  from 
eaft  to  weft,  and  a  mile  and  a  half  from  north  to  fouth ;  but  the  fuburbs  are  much 
larger  than  the  city  ;  that  to  the  north  is  fmall ;  part  of  it  is  called  the  Meidan,  where 
they  have  an  open  place  for  riding,  and  other  exercifes  ;  and  there  are  likewife  feveral 
burial  places  and  gardens  in  it :  but  on  the  fouth,  the  fuburb  extends  for  two  miles, 
^d  is  inhabited  chiefly  by  Turcomen  ;  it  is  called  Babel  Elah  [The  gate  of  God]» 
bccaufe  the  gate  at  the  end  of  it  leads  both  to  Jcrufalcm  and  Mecca.  From  the  former 
it  is  computed  to  be  fix  days  journey,  that  is,  about  a  hundred  and  twcniV  miles.  The 
Barrady,  and  two  or  three  ftreams  of  water  that  are  brought  from  it,  run  through 
feveral  parts  of  the  city.  Damafcus  does  not  anfwer  v.ithin  to  its  outward  appearance  ; 
the  (Ireets  being  all  narrow,  there  is  a  foot  way  on  each  fide  of  them,  ami  a  lower  way 
in  the  middle  for  horfesand  cattle,  jnft:  large  enough  for  one  beaft,  .which  ferves  alfo 
to  carry  off  the  water  after  rain.  Mod  of  the  houfes  are  built  for  a  few  feet  from  the 
foundation,  with  hewn  llone,  the  reft  with  unburnt  brick ;  their  palaces  are  very 
magnificent  within,  and  are  built  round  a  court,  but  make  no  manner  of  appearance 
without,  and  it  is  very  nire  that  more  than  a  dead  wail  is  feen  from  the  flreet.  The 
bazars,  or  fhops  make  a  better  appearance,  which  have  wide  {treets  between  them, 
and  many  of  them  are  open  only  to  toot  people ;  they  are  covered  over  at  top  with 
roofs  or  arches,  which  are  a  (helter  from  the  fun  and  keep  them  cool ;  they  hare  wafer 
in  fuch  abundance  at  Damafcus,  that  all  parts  are  fupplicd  v^ith  it,  and  taery  houfe  has 
cither  a  fountain,  a  large  bafin  of  water,  or  at  leall  a  pipj?  or  conduit. 

'J'he  walls  of  Damafcus  are  probably  built  on  the  foundations  of  the  ancifnt  walls  of 
the  city  ;  for  I  obfcrved,  in  many  places,  towards  the  bottom  of  them,  large  ftones  of 

•  The  (leward  of  Abraham  i?  cal'ed  Eliczer  of  Damafciii,  Gen.  sv.  i.     But  tlic  Arab  binoriani  feem  t» 
infc>q)rft  It  that  liis  name  was  Dcmfcliak ;  fome  think  th«t  he  wiis  a  }jrc.-»l  improver  iif  thi»  city. 
\  Jiifephut  Aiitiq.  i.  6.  J    a  Sam.  viii.  3,  4,  ?,  rt.      1  Cliron.  xviii.   3<4>5tO. 

(|    I  Kings,  xi.  2^24,  ■»<.  II    I  Kiiijjs.  xi.\.  15.     a  Kin^i,  viii.  13. 

f   2  Kings,  XY  37.  and  ;i»i.  J.  •*  2  Kings,  xvi.9. 
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ruftlcated  work,  diflerent  from  the  other  parts ;  which  feem  to  have  been  built  in  the 
miildle  agi-s,  being  in  the  Gotliic  manner  with  battlements,  and  femicircular  towers, 
and  holes  over  the  gates  to  annoy  the  enemy  ;  and  there  is  a  low  wall  without  the  fofle, 
defended  alfo  with  femicircular  towers.  The  eafl  gate,  called  by  the  Chriflians  The  gate 
of  St.  Paul,  may  give  one  fome  idea  of  the  magnificence  of  the  ancient  walls  of  Da- 
mafcus  ;  the  gateway  is  about  ten  feet  wide,  it  is  arched  over,  and  adorned  wih  a  kind 
of  Doric  pilalters,  and  all  round  the  arch  there  is  a  phiin  architrave  well  executed ; 
without  the  walls,  a  little  more  to  the  fouth,  is  a  very  large  gateway  near  thirty  feet 
high,  executed  in  the  fame  manner  ;  and  it  is  probable,  that  beyond  this,  that  is  foulh 
of  it,  there  was  another  gate  like  the  firfl:,  to  anfwer  to  it,  the  middle  one  being  the 
grand  gate  for  carriages  to  pafs,  and  thofe  on  each  fide  for  foot  people. 

The  caflle,  whicii  feems  to  be  older  than  the  prefent  walls,  is  towards  the  fouth- 
weft  part  of  the  town ;  it  is  a  noble  ruflic  building  with  three  fquare  towers  in  front, 
and  five  on  each  fide,  and  is  about  three  quarters  of  T  mile  in  circumference ;  it  feems 
to  be  the  work  of  the  middle  ages,  either  of  the  Greek  emperors,  or  of  the  firfl: 
Mahometan  conquerors  of  Syria  ;  it  appears  within  like  a  little  town,  and  one  fees 
nothing  of  the  form  of  a  callle  ;  at  the  entrance  are  fome  old  arms ;  one  of  them  is 
mentioned  as  an  ancient  Balifta,  which  is  a  large  crofs  bow,  fuch  as  they  had  in  tlie  ages 
before  the  invention  of  gunpowder.  This  cafl:le  was  probably  inhabited  by  the  kalifts 
of  the  Ommiade  race. 

As  to  what  relates  to  fncred  hiftory  in  this  city,  befides  what  I  have  already  men- 
tioned, it  chiefly  regards  the  converfion  of  St.  Paul ;  half  a  mile  without  the  city,  to 
the  eaft,  they  fhew  the  place  where,  they  fay,  he  fell  from  his  horfe  ;  near  it  is  a 
jnafs  of  cemented  gravel  about  four  feet  high,  and  from  ten  to  feventeen  feet  wide,  and 
about  feventy  feet  long  ;  it  feems  to  have  been  defigned  to  raife  the  ground  for  fome 
building.  It  is  difficult  to  fay,  whether  this  is  really  the  place  of  the  converfion  of 
St.  Paul,  for  it  is  not  in  the  prefent  road  to  Jerufalem,  which  is  to  the  fouth,  though, 
they  fay,  the  road  was  formerly  here,  which  it  poffibly  might  be,  and  further  on 
turned  to  the  fouth  ;  there  was,  without  doubt,  a  church  here  dedicated  to  St.  Paul, 
and  the  Chriflians  are  buried  about  this  fpot.  Between  this  place  and  the  city  is  the  tomb 
of  a  perfon  whom  they  call  St.  George,  who,  they  fay,  was  porter  of  the  gate  near, 
which  is  now  fliut  up  ;  where  fome  pretend  to  fhew  a  hole  by  wich  the  apofUe  was  let 
down  in  a  bafl^et,  though  the  gate  appears  to  have  been  built  long  fince ;  they  (ay,  that 
this  St.  George  was  put  to  death  for  favouring  the  efcape  of  St.  Paul  ;  about  his  fepul- 
chre  the  Chrifl:ians  formerly  buried,  and  now  they  refl;  the  corpfe  at  it,  to  perform  an 
ofiice.  At  the  eaft  gate,  as  it  js  called  by  the  Turks,  or  the  gate  of  St.  Paul  before 
mentioned,  fome  fay  the  apoftle  entered,  and  there  is  a  road  from  the  place  of  his 
converfion  leading  towards  it.  Not  far  from  this  gate,  in  the  ihreet  of  Ananias,  is  the 
houfe  of  that  devout  man ;  it  is  now  like  a  cellar  under  ground,  and  is  converted  into 
a  mofque ;  they  fliew  the  houfe  of  Judas  in  the  ftreet  called  Strait,  v.  here  St.  Paul  was 
lodged  when  Ananias  was  fent  to  him,  in  which  there  is  a  little  rotni,  which  nowferves 
as  a  mofque,  and  a  tomb,  which,  they  fay,  is  the  fepulchre  of  Ananias.  There  are 
feveral  pieces  ot  marble  pillars  in  and  about  the  houle,  which  was  the  remains  of  a 
church  formerly  there ;  not  far  from  this  place  is  a  fountain,  where,  they  fay,  St.  Paul 
was  baptized. 

There  are  a  great  number  of  mofques  in  Dainafcus,  fome  of  which  were  formerly 
churches,  particularly  the  principal  mofque,  whicli  was  the  cathedral  church  :  this  build- 
ing, with  its  avenues  and  edifices  belonging  to  it,  is  one  of  the  fincft  things  that  the 
aeal  of  the  firft  Chriflians  produced,  for  by  the  architecture  it  appears  to  have  been 
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built  before  that  art  was  loft,  being  all  of  the  Corinthian  order,  and  ver)'  well  executed* 
The  ftrufture  of  the  cathedral  itfelf  was  very  particular  ;  it  is  an  oblong  fquare;  there  are 
three  rows  of  columns  in  it  ;  in  the  middle  there  was  a  dome,  under  which  probably  was 
the  high  altar  ;  to  the  weft  of  the  church  is  a  large  court  with  a  portico  of  granite  pillars 
on  three  fides  ;  the  front  of  the  churcli  next  to  the  court  confifted  of  arches,  fupported 
by  pillars  of  verd  antique  ;  between  them  there  are  large  folding  doors  to  be  opened  at 
pleafure  ;  fo  that  when  the  doors  were  open,  the  people  in  the  court  and  portico 
round  it  could  fee  the  prieft  celebrate  divine  fcrvice.  Over  thefe^  arches  there  are  a 
double  number  of  arched  windows  ;  there  was  likewife  a  portico  on  the  outfide  of  the 
court  and  church,  of  which  there  are  now  but  fmall  remains  ;  there  is  a  gallery  over 
the  portico,  with  a  double  number  of  arches,  fupported  by  fmall  pillars.  There  were 
three  grand  entrances  into  the  court,  and  as  many  to  the  cluuch.  All  the  walls  of 
the  church,  and  of  the  porticos  within  the  court,  were  adorned  on  the  outfide,  over 
the  archies,  with  Mofaic  work,  of  which  there  are  great  remabis.  On  the  north  fide 
there  is  a  grand  afccnt  to  the  court,  by  many  fttps,  and  remains  of  a  beautiful  colon- 
nade before  the  entrance,  and  of  another  of  the  fii-.nc^  kind  on  the  fouth,  which  is 
more  entire.  Below  the  fteps  to  the  north  there  is  a  very  line  jet  d'eau,  which  throws  up 
a  great  body  of  water.  It  feems  very  probable  that  there  were  buildings  all  round,  which 
belonged  to  the  officers  of  the  chuixh,  and  they  migrjt  be  divided  from  one  another 
by  the  fcveral  avenues  to  the  church  ;  on  each  fiji?  of  which  it  is  probable  there  were 
twelve  columns,  which  might  form  a  portico  on  each  fide,  a;id  fupport  galleries  like 
thofe  round  the  court,  for  in  one  avenue  the  pillars  are  ftandiny; ;  and  it  is  not  unhkely 
that  every  particular  building  was  encompaffed  with  fuch  a  portico,  for  it  appears  there 
were  very  large  pillars,  about  three  feet  diameter,  on  the  outPde  all  round  ;  thofe  of 
the  porticos  being  about  two  feet  diameter  ;  the  great  pillars  are  of  a  coarfe  marble, 
except  fome  very  large  ones  at  the  entrances,  which  are  of  granite  ;  one  part  of 
thefe  buildings  is  called  the  patriarch's  palace  ;  another  his  feminary  ;  and  as  it  is 
probable  that  there  were  fi^■e  piles  of  building,  one  might  be  for  the  canons,  another 
for  the  priefts,  and  a  fifth  for  the  deacons  and  other  inferior  officers  ;  the  whole 
was  probably  enclofed  with  a  wall,  within  which  there  might  be  a  portico  correfpond- 
ing  to  the  portico  of  large  pillars  round  the  buildings  ;  for  I  faw  in  the  town, 
at  proper  diftances,  remains  of  fome  very  beautiful  door-cafes  in  the  fineft  tafte,- 
and  alio  feveral  pillars.  The  Turks  call  this  the  mofque  of  Saint  John  Baptift, 
but  the  Chriftians  fay,  that  it  was  dedicated  to  John  Damafcenus,  whofe  body  is 
in  it  ;  and  they  tell  fome  miracle  that  happened,  when  they  attempted  to  remove 
it.  They  have  a  tradition,  however,  that  this  church  was  built  by  the  emperor  Hera- 
elius,  and  that  it  was  at  tirlt  dedicated  to  Zacharias,  which  is  not  improbable ;  for  we 
find  that  the  Chriitians  of  the  firft  ages,  efpecially  the  Greeks,  diftinguifhed  their 
churches  by  the  names  of  the  prophets  and  holy  men  that  were  before  Chrift,  which  is 
the  reafon  why  fo  many  churches  in  Venice  have  thofe  names  ;  and  it  mav  be,  the 
firft  hermits  calling  their  churches  after  the  name  of  Ellas,  who  lived  a  folitary  life, 
might  be  the  occafion  of  their  being  called  the  hermits  of  St.  Ellas  ;  fo  that  although 
this  church  might  be  at  firfl  dedicated  to  Zacharias,  yet  it  might  afterwards  receive  the 
name  of  St.  John  Damafcenus,  cither  by  a  formal  confccration,  or  becaufe  the  body  of 
that  faint  was  dcpofitcd  in  it,  as  the  convent  of  Mount  Sinai  is  called  St. Catherine,  out 
of  the  regard  which  the  Greeks  have  for  the  relicks  ot  that  faint,  wiiich  are  depofited 
there.  It  is  faid,  this  church  was,  by  agreement,  continued  in  the  hajids  of  the  C.hrif- 
tians  ;  but  that,  at  length,  the  Mahometans  took  it  from  them,  which  may  account  for 
the  tradition  they  have  of  the  patriarch's  palace,  whofe  fee  was  removed  to  this  place 
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on  the  deflrucllon  of  Antloch  ;  though  all  thefe  great  flruclurcs  were  doubtlcfs  rnifeJ 
under  the  blfliops  of  Damafcus,  when  Cliriftianity  was  the  enabliflied  religion  here.  The 
Arab  hiflorians  *  obferve,  that  this  mofque  w;is  much  improved  by  the  Kalif  Valid 
about  the  eighty-fixth  year  of  the  Hegira,  which  has  made  fome  of  them  affirm,  that 
he  built  it.  Near  tliis  mofque  there  is  iuiothor,  which  Ls  a  very  folid  building  of  hewn 
jlonc,  and  though  not  large,  yet  the  defign  of  it  is  grand  ;  there  is  a  fine  fepulclire  in 
it  of  Daher,  who,  they  fay,  was  king  of  Syria,  before  it  was  taken  by  Sultan  Selinian. 
And  one  reafon  why  there  are  fo  many  grand  mofques  in  Damafcus  is,  that  the  Kidifs 
built  feveral  of  them  as  maufoleums  over  the  places  in  wliicli  they  were  to  be  buried. 
Moft  of  the  mofques  have  a  court  before  them,  with  a  portico  round  it,  where  the 
people  pray  in  the  fur.imcr,  and,  when  it  is  not  the  hour  of  prayer,  fit  and  difcourfe, 
4.)r  flcep.  One  mofque  particularly  is  molt  beautifully  adorned  with  all  forts  of  fine 
marbles,  in  the  manner  of  Mofaic  pavements  ;  and  another  has  a  very  high  minaret  or 
tower,  the  outfide  of  which  is  entirely  cafed  with  green  tiles.  At  the  north-eaft  corner  of 
the  city  walls  there  is  a  mofque.  v/'-ich,  tliey  fay,  was  the  church  of  St.  Simon  Stylites, 
and  I  find  this  church  is  faid  to  have  been  a  temple  to  Serapis,  and  further  out  of  the 
town  that  way,  there  are  fome  figns  of  the  foundations  of  a  building  near  a  ftream  of 
water,  which,  they  fay,  was  a  church. 

There  are  ieveral  hol'pitals  in  and  about  the  city ;  but  the  Turkifli  charity  is  not  a 
fettled  maintenance  for  the  poor  and  fick,  except  for  fuch  people  as  have  not  their 
fenfes,  for  whom  they  have  a  particular  regard  ;  but  their  charity  confifls  in  giving 
victuals  to  the  poor  once  or  twice  a  week  ;  and  fometimes  in  diftributing  medicines  to 
the  fick  on  certain  days  ;  they  have  indeed  an  hofpital  for  the  maintenance  of  lepers  at 
a  mofque,  where,  as  fome  fay,  the  houfe  ot  Naaman  the  Syrian  flood,  or  as  others, 
the  houfe  which  he  built  for  Gehazi  and  his  poflerity  ;  it  is  to  the  eaft  of  the  city  wall  ; 
in  one  part  of  it  there  is  an  Arabic  infcription,  which  is  a  fort  of  prayer,  it  being  in  an 
open  place,  built  to  pray  in  ;  it  was  interpreted  to  me  in  this  manner,  "  O  God,  for 
■"  the  fake  of  the  leprous  prophet,  a  friend  of  our  prophet,  and  for  the  fake  of  all  the 
*'  other  prophets,  give  unto  us  health  and  peace."  The  Clirillians  alio  have  an  hofpi- 
tal for  lepers,  maintained  by  conftant  charities  ;  and  it  is  certain,  that  in  fome  villages 
not  far  from  Damafcus,  there  are  feveral  lepers.  The  fined  hofpital  is  to  the  weft  of 
the  city,  at  tlie  eaft  end  ot  the  field  of  Damafcus  ;  it  was  founded  by  Sultan  Sehinan,  or 
Selim  the  fecond ;  the  rooms  are  built  round  a  court,  with  a  portico  befc.re  them,  which  is 
covered  with  cupolas,  as  well  i\s  all  the  reft  of  the  building,  there  being  in  all  no  lefs  than 
forty  cupolas  covered  with  lead  ;  at  the  fouth  fide  of  the  court  there  is  a  fine  mofque  co- 
vered with  a  large  dome  ;  it  has  avmagnificent  portico  before  it,  and  two  fine  minarets  ; 
near  it  there  is  a  fmaller  hofpital  in  the  fame  ftyle  of  architefture,  and  both  of  them 
ferve  for  no  other  end  at  prefL-nt,  but  to  give  out  food  on  certain  days  to  the  poor. 

The  cofiee-houfes  in  Damafcus  are  remarkably  pleafant  ;  many  of  them  are  large 
rr'oms,  and  the  cieling  of  them  are  fupported  with  rows  of  pillars,  round  which  they 
have  their  fofas ;  there  is  generally  a  court  behind  them  with  a  bafin  of  water,  and 
a  fountain  in  the  middle,  and  ihe  feats  L-ound  the  courts  are  either  ftiaded  with  trees,  or 
covered  over ;  one  in  particular  on  the  Barrady,  which  runs  through  the  city,  has  an 
ifland  behind  it  planted  v-ith  trees,  and  the  place  is  accommodated  in  averv  convenient 
manner,  wliich  renders  it  one  of  the  moft  delightful  places  one  can  imagine  in  the 
midft  of  a  great  city  ;  in  thefe  cofiee-houfes  they  have  concerts  of  mulic  at  certain 
kours  every  day  ;  and  in  fome,  a  perfon  paid  by  the  houfe  tells  at  a  fixed  hour  Arabian 

See  Herbelot's  Oriental  Di&ionary  under  the  words  Scham  and  Vai.i1). 

ftories 


JN    THE    E/.8T.  50J 

ftoncs  in  a  very  graceful  manner,  and  with  much  eloquence.  Thefe  coffee-houfes  an- 
fwer  the  end  of  public  houles  with  thofe,  who  openly  drink  nothing  but  water,  coffee, 
and  fhcrbets ;  where  all  idle  people,  ftrangcrs,  and  others,  who  are  not  of  the  firft 
rank,  pafs  their  Icifure  hours,  fend  to  the  fliops  for  their  provifions,  and  take  their 
repads  ;  the  people  from  without  carrying  about  their  different  forts  of  fherbets,  for 
which  the  place  is  famous. 

The  waters  of  Damafcus  are  the  great  conveniency  and  ornament  of  the  city,  and 
of  the  places  about  it,  and  the  divifion  of  them  is  very  curious.  Thefe  waters  have 
two  fources,  the  Barrady  before  mentioned,  and  a  river  called  the  Fege,  which  falls 
into  the  Barrady  ab(3Ut  eight  miles  above  Damafcus,  and  four  miles  below  the  place  of 
Abel.  The  river  Fege  comes  out  in  a  large  flream  of  excellent  water  from  the  foot  of 
a  mountain,  and  running  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  falls  into  the  Barrady,  the  waters 
of  which  are  whitilh,  and  not  efteemed  w^holefome  ;  and  therefore  the  people  of  Da- 
mafcus do  not  drink  the  river  water,  but  that  of  the  fprings,  which  is  verv  good,  and 
in  great  abundance.  After  the  two  fi:reams  are  united,  the  ri\er  is  called  the  Barrady 
till  it  comes  within  two  leagues  of  Damafcus,  and  then  it  is  di\'ided  by  art  into  fix 
Itreams  within  the  fpace  of  a  league ;  and  a  feventh  is  derived  from  it  towards  the  eafl: 
end  of  the  field  of  Damafcus ;  two  of  the  flreams  are  north  of  the  Barrady,  and  do 
not  enter  the  city  ;  the  higliefl:  canal  is  cut  from  the  river,  in  order  to  water  the  high 
grounds  and  gardens  of  a  molt  pleafant  village  called  Salheiah  ;  to  the  north-wefl:  of 
Damafcus,  the  channel  is  made  along  the  fide  of  the  hill,  which  is  weft  of  the  city. 
This  ftream  runs  on  a  hanging  terrace,  which  in  fome  parts  is  at  leaft  fixty  feet  above 
the  Barrady,  and,  if  I  do  not  miftake,  this  water  is  called  the  Jefid  ;  there  is  a  ftream 
under  it  called  Toura,  in  a  channel  of  the  fame  kind,  which  is  about  half  as  high,, 
and  waters  fome  high  grounds  to  the  north  of  the  city.  From  thefe  two  ftreams  a 
great  number  of  fmall  channels  are  diftributed  to  the  lower  grounds  ;  and  the  water  of 
the  Jefid,  which  is  not  carried  off  by  thefe  fmall  channels,  falls  into  the  Toura.  The 
Barrady  runs  in  a  large  ftream  through  the  town,  and  fo  do  the  three  Itiil  ftreams. 
that  come  out  of  it  on  the  fouth  fide,  namely,  the  Baneas,  Kenouat,  and  Derany  ; 
another,  which  is  more  elevated,  and  is  called  the  Mezouy,  runs  fouth  of  the  town, 
and  waters  a  village  called  Mczv,  and  fome  other  parts ;  thefe  are  fmall  ftreams ;  but 
the  two  rivers,  which  run  north  of  the  town  are  large  ;  and  where  they  pafs  on  tire 
fide  of  the  hills,  the  water  is  confined  and  the  ground  kept  up  on  the  fouth  fide  by 
thick  walls,  each  tier  of  ftone  fetting  in  tw(f  or  three  inches.  The  Acrabane  or  Ser- 
pentine river,  which  goes  out  of  the  Barrady  in  the  field  of  Damafcus,  runs  clofe  to 
the  north  walls  of  the  city,  the  Toura  being  further  to  the  north.  Some  of  thefe 
rivers  run  under  ground  in  fcvend  places,  as  particularly  the  Baneas,  before  it  arrives 
at  the  great  hofpital  of  Sultan  Seliman ;  the  Jefid  paffes  the  corner  of  the  mountain, 
;md  runs  under  the  rocks  in  feveral  parts  ;  and  at  the  corner  of  that  mountain,  the 
Toura  likewife  goes  under  the  rock,  and  there  being  a  hole  over  it,  one  can  look  down 
and  fee  the  ftream  entering  in  at  one  part  of  the  rock,  and  going  out  through  the  other 
part,  and  a  little  further  it  goes  again  under  tlie  rock,  and  fo  runs  along  the  foot  of 
the  hill  towards  Salheia.  This  beautiful  divifion  of  the  waters  into  eight  ftreams,  which 
run  fo  near  to  one  another,  may  be  looked  on  as  a  very  extraordinary  thing,  and  the 
place  is  fo  ple;dant,  where  they  begin  to  widen  at  the  field  of  Damafcus,  that  it  is 
very  much  frequented  as  a  place  of  recreation,  where  neither  verdure  nor  trees  are 
wanting  to  make  it  a  moft  agreeable  fcene. 

Damafcus  is  famous  likewile  for  its  gardens  ;  and  whatever  is  beautiful  in  them  is 
chiefly  owing  to  the  great  command  there  is  of  water  j  they  alibrd  a  very  fmu  pro- 
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sfpcct  from  a  height  at  a  fmall  diftance,  on  account  of  the  great  variety  of  trees  that  are 
ill  ihcin  ;  and  it  is  certain  they  are  the  moft  beautiful  of  any  in  thefe  parts.  The 
cartern  gardens  indeed  are  only  orchards,  or  woods  of  fruit  trees,  not  regularly  dif- 
pofod,  and  only  laid  out  in  narrow  walks ;  there  are  feveral  fmall  ftreams  brought 
through  them,  and  fomc  are  beautified  with  bafons  of  water  in  open  pavilions,  or  with 
fountains  and  httle  water  works,  in  which,  and  their  pleafant  fummer  houfes,  their 
chief  beauty  coi  fills.  In  thefe  gardens  the  people  often  fpend  the  whole  day,  and  there 
are  always  fome  to  be  let  for  that  purpofe,  in  which  the  guefts  are  at  liberty  to  eat 
what  fruit  they  pleafe ;  and  thofe  who  have  houfes  in  their  gardens  frequently  retire 
to  them  for  two  or  three  days  in  the  fummer :  the  ground  is  naturally  a  poor  red  foil, 
in  which  nothing  thrives  fo  well  as  trees;  their  gardens  are  enclofed  vnih  walls  of  un- 
burnt  brick,  made  of  a  mixture  of  earth,  fmall  Hones,  and  chopped  ftraw;  the  bricks 
are  about  eight  inches  thick,  but  of  fuch  a  fize,  that  at  a  diftance,  they  appear  like  hewn 
ftone  ;  tlicy  are  of  different  meafures,  but  fcldom  lefs  than  three  feet  fquare  ;  and  being 
fet  an  end  on  a  ftone  foundation,  three  or  four  tier  of  them  make  a  high  wall,  which 
would  be  foon  wnftied  away  in  a  country  where  there  is  much  rain. 
.  The  partia  of  D.unafcus  refides  in  this  city,  which,  together  with  the  country  about 
It,  pretends  to  have  had  the  fame  privileges  that  Egypt  enjoys  at  prefent ;  fo  that  it  is 
a  difficult  government :  the  paflia  has  a  troop  of  Bt)fuiacs,  which  he  changes  often,  that 
they  may  not  contract  friendiliips  ;  he  has  alfo  a  body  ot  men,  who  are  natives  of  the 
<:oafts  of  Barbary,  in  order  to  defend  him  againft  the  populace  in  cafe  of  infurre£tions  ; 
for  there  have  been  inftances  of  their  driving  the  p:;!ha  out  of  the  city  ;  and  on  his 
return  from  Mecca  they  have  refufed  to  admit  him  with  thefe  fokliers  ;  for  the  paflia 
of  Dam;ifcus  conduces  the  caravan  to  Mecca  that  goes  yearly  from  Damafcus.  Tumults, 
however,  do  not  frequently  happen  in  this  city,  but  wlien  ihey  once  get  to  a  head,  they 
are  not  eafily  fupprefled.  They  have  a  body  of  janizaries  under  their  aga ;  out  of 
thefe  they  take  what  they  call  the  capicules,  who  are  guards  to  the  gates  of  the  city, 
each  of  them  having  a  gate  allotted  to  hun,  and  a  certain  diftricl  near  it,  over  which  he 
has  a  fort  of  abfolute  power  ;  and  as  thefe  are  janizafies  of  the  greateft  intereft,  they  in- 
fluence the  whole  body,  when  thefe  heads  of  the  gate  raife  any  feditions,  they  are  gene- 
rally formidable,  and  of  dangerous  confequence. 

The  patriarch  of  Antioch  ordinarily  refides  here,  who  has  under  him  forty-two  arch- 
biftiops  and  bifhops  ;  this  patriarch  was  chofe  at  Aleppo  ;  for  the  late  patriarch  dying 
there,  the  Aleppines  prefumed  to  elect  another,  but  thofe  of  Damafcus  chofe  a  Roman 
Cathohc  Greek,  who  was  fupported  by  the  pafha ;  but  that  governor  being  foon  dif- 
placedjhlsfucceffor  took  part  with  the  patriarch  eleded  at  Aleppo,who  is  now  in  poffefTion, 
and  the  other  fled  to  mount  Libanon.  Tliis  patriarchate  is  worth  forty  purfes  a  year, 
which  revenue  arifes  partly  out  of  a  tenth  of  what  the  bifliops  receive  from  every 
family  throughout  the  whole  patriarchate,  which  from  each  houfe  is  from  four  to 
twenty  fliillings  a  year,  and  partly  out  of  what  he  receives  at  Antioch,  Damafcus,  and 
the  country  about  them,  which  is  his  own  peculiar  diocefe  ;  being  fifteen  piaftres  for  a 
licence  to  bury,  and  five  for  every  marriage,  which  all  the  bifliops  receive  in  their  ovm 
dioccfes.  It  is  computed  that  there  arc  twenty  thoufand  Chriftians  in  Damafcus,  a 
thoufand  of  them  Maronites,  two  hundred  Syrians  or  Jacobites,  and  about  thirty  fami- 
lies of  Armenians,  the  remainder  are  Greeks;  each  of  thefe  have  a  church.  Of  the 
Greeks  eight  thoufand  acknovN  led,, e  the  pope,  and  thefe  I  call  Roman  Catholic 
Greeks,  who  think  it  a  fin  to  go  to  the  eftabfiflied  Greek  church,  and  are  not  permitted 
by  the  pafha  either  to  go  to  the  Latin  church,  or  to  have  feparate  congregations  for 
themfelves ;  but  they  have  fome  priefts  of  their  own  perfuafion,  who,  together  with  the 
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LatlnSj  go  privately  to  their  fioufes  with  the  hofl:,  and  confefs  them.  Thefe  Greeks 
obferve  the  rights  and  fafls  of  the  eflabliflied Greek  church;  but  I  was  informed  that  feme 
priefts  had  allowed  them  to  fall  according  to  the  rules  of  the  Latin  church,  and  that  it 
had  been  condemned  from  Rome.  Thofe  of  the  eltabliflied  Greek  church  have  about 
thirty  priefls. 

The  Chriftians  of  Damafcus  have  a  very  bad  character,  and  it  is  faid  that  they  have 
all  the  vices  of  the  Turks,  only  with  this  ditference,  that  they  are  more  alhamed  of  them; 
and  many  of  them  are  f;id  examples,  that  they  were  only  Chriflians  in  name ;  having 
turned  Mahometans  either  to  avoid  a  punifliment,  or  to  have  an  opportunity  of  reveng- 
ing thtmfelves  on  fome  Chriftians  who  had  ufed  them  ill ;  and  there  are  generally  fix 
or  feven  inftances  of  this  kind  every  year.  As  the  Chriftians  are  worfe  here  than  in  any 
other  parts,  fo  alfo  the  Turks  indulge  thofe  vices  here  to  the  highefl  degree,  for  which 
they  are  generally  infamous ;  with  many  of  them,  drinking  wine  takes  the  place  of 
opium;  but  they  are  fecret  in  this  pradice.  The  Damafcenes  are  much  addicled  to 
pleafure,  and  love  to  pafs  their  time  in  a  lazy  indolent  manner  :  they  do  not  want  parts, 
and  nioft  of  them  have  fine  black  eyes,  and,  when  children,  are  of  a  furprizing  fairnefs 
and  beauty;  but  by  the  heat,  their  vices,  the  great  ufe  of  bagnios,  and  the  cuflom  of 
wearing  their  beards,  they  lofe  that  comelinefs  when  they  arrive  to  maturity  :  but  it  is 
faid,  that  their  women  are  the  mod  beautiful  in  the  world. 

They  take  care  to  be  fupplied  with  fnow  every  day  from  the  neighbouring  mountains, 
which  is  prefervcd  in  the  cavities  of  them  ;  they  cut  it  out  in  large  pieces,  and  it  is  faid, 
that  fixty  afs  loads  are  brought  to  Damafcus  every  day,  which  are  worth  about  a 
dollar  and  a  half  a  load  ;  they  ufe  it  both  in  their  wine  and  rinfrefcoes,  which  are  made 
either  of  liquorice,  lemons,  or  dried  grapes  ;  and  they  put  the  fnow  into  the  liquors, 
and  let  it  diflblve,  which  is  not  fo  wholefome  as  the  European  manner  of  coolin'T  their 
liquors  with  it.  The  wine  about  Damafcus  is  llrong  and  good,  generally  of  the  colour 
ot  Burgundy  ;  and  they  have  plenty  of  all  forts  of  proviiions  excellent  in  their  kind, 
and  fruits  in  the  greatefl:  perfedion. 

Tile  trade  of  this  city,  as  to  the  import,  chiefly  confifls  of  two  branches  ;  one  is  the 
trade  of  iVIecca,  from  which  place  they  bring  yearly  with  the  cai-avan  the  merchandizes 
of  Pcrfia  and  India  ;  lor  when  Alexandria  ceafed  to  be  the  port  for  thofe  commodities 
on  finding  out  the  way  by  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  it  is  And  that  Damafcus  was  then 
the  place  where  the  Venetians  fettled  for  the  Indian  and  Perfian  trade,  and  beino- 
drove  away  on  account  of  fome  intrigues  with  Turkifli  women,  the  trade,  they  fa\v 
went  to  Aleppo ;  and  there  is  a  well-built  ftrect  in  the  city,  which  is  ftill  called  the 
Frank  Street.  From  Europe  they  have  their  clothes,  glafles,  and  feveral  fmall  wares : 
the  manulaclures  they  export  arc  chiefly  burdets  of  filk  and  cotton,  either  ftriped  or 
plain,  and  alio  plain  filk-like  tabbies ;  all  thefe  things  are  watered*,  whicii  very  mucii 
adds  to  their  beauty  ;  they  are  made  alfo  at  Aleppo,  but  not  in  fo  great  pcrfedtion. 
This  place  is  likewife  famous  for  cutlery  ware,  which,  they  fay,  is  made  of  the  old 
iron  that  is  found  in  ancient  buildings  ;  though  fome  pretend  that  it  is  a  chemical  pre- 
paration invented  by  St.  John  Damafcenus ;  the  blades  made  of  it,  appear  damalked 
or  watered,  and  theyaflirm  that  their  cutlalles  will  enter  common  iron,  without  hurting 
the  edge  ;  but  they  make  the  fame  fort  of  blades  alfo  at  Aleppo ;  and  they  likcwile 
fay,  that  they  are  all  made  of  pieces  of  oKl  iron  worked  together  :  they  make  alfo  very 
heaulitul  Heel  handles  for  knives,  which  are  inUiid  with  gold  in  running  flowers  ;  a 
knife  ot  this  kind  colls  thirty  fliillings.  They  havevery  fine  iron  work  in't!..'  .vindows 
cf  theanticnt  buildings,  efpecially  in  themofques,  which  they  fay,  are  ofpolilhcd  llcel, 
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mid  indeed  thoy  aj^ponr  very  beautiful :  the  cutlery  and  filverfmiths  trade  are  carried  on 
by  the  ChrilUanr,,  ns  the  latter  is  in  mofl;  places. 

Thcv  have  fine  fruit  in  Daniafcus,  efpecially  apricots,  of  which  they  have  five  or  fix 
forts  ;  thcfc  being  dried  in  ditTerent  ways,  are  exported  in  great  quantities  to  all  the 
countries  round  tor  ii  coiifid.'r.ible  diflance.  They  have  one  way  of  preparing  them 
to  make  a  fine  fweetmeat ;  others  being  barely  dried,  are  eat  either  foaked  in  watef 
nr  ftewfd  ;  but  the  greatefl  export  is  what  they  make  into  a  fort  of  thin  dried  cakes, 
which,  when  they  are  eat  with  bread,  are  a  very  cooling  and  agreeable  food  in 
fummer ;  they  pack  up  thefe  in  bales,  and  fend  them  to  the  diflance  of  ten  days 
journey. 

'Ihe  moft  pleafant  gardens  are  on  the  foot  of  the  mountain  about  the  village  of 
Salheia,  to  the  north  weft  of  Damafcus ;  for  being  on  a  defcent,  they  have  a  great 
command  of  water  from  the  canal  Jefid  ;  fo  that  there  one  fees  th^  bcft  waterworks. 
The  road  from  the  city  to  this  place  is  on  a  paved  way  of  broad  hewn  (tones,  after 
the  manner  of  the  antients  ;  on  each  fide  of  it  there  is  a  channel  for  water,  and  without 
thefe  a  foot  path  under  the  garden  walls  ;  which  is  the  moft  beautiful  manner  of  laying 
out  a  road  I  ever  faw. 

On  the  fide  of  the  hills  over  Salheia,  there  are  fome  grottos  cut  in  the  rock ;  one 
of  them  is  large,  confifting  of  feveral  rooms  ;  it  is  a  mnfque,  where  they  pretend  to 
{hew  the  tombs  of  the  forty  martyrs,  who,  they  fay,  fufiered  for  Mofes  ;  they  likewifc 
tell  feveral  other  ftories  of  thefe  places  :  another  is  the  grot  of  the  feven  flecpers,  where 
they  pretend  they  flept  and  were  buried  ;  and  the  ftieik  or  imam  told  us,  that  they  fuf- 
fered  martyrdom  for  Chrift. 

There  are  two  caravans  which  go  to  Mecca  every  year,  one  from  Cairo,  chiefly  with 
the  people  of  Africa,  the  other  from  this  place,  which  is  conmionly  under  the 
government  of  the  paftia  of  Damafcus  ;  both  the  caravans  meet  near  the  Red  Sea.  It 
is  probable  many  great  perfons  coming  to  Damafcus  on  this  occafion,  have  been 
charmed  with  the  delightful  fituation  of  the  place,  and  been  induced  to  come  and 
fettle  here;  There  have  been  alfo  many  great  men  banifiied  to  Damafcus ;  and  they 
mention  an  inihmce  of  gratitude  in  one  of  them,  who  ufed  to  fay,  he  was  very 
much  obliged  to  his  fultan,  for  laying  him  under  a  neceflity  of  living  in  fuch  a 
paradife. 

1  fpent  my  lime  very  agreeably  at  Damafcus,  paifing  my  leifiire  hours  in  the  coffee 
houfes,  and  commonly  taking  my  repalt  in  them,  having  a  perfon  with  me,  who  had 
been  educated  twelve  years  in  the  propaganda  fide  at  Rome  ;  ;uid  as  I  mixed  more 
with  the  people  of  the  country  of  middle  rank,  fo  I  had  a  better  opportunity  of 
obfen'ing  their  humours  and  cuftoms,  than  in  any  other  place.  Some  adventures, 
however,  befcl  me  whilft  I  was  there  ;  the  convent  had  recomm.ended  one  of  the 
capicu!  janizaries  to  go  with  me  in  the  cxcurfions  I  made  abroad,  and  v.-hen  I  came 
to  pay  him,  he  demanded  an  exorbitant  price,  and  took  it  veiy  ill  that  I  did  not  imme- 
diately comply  v/ith  his  requeft:  he  talked  very  high,  and  faid  it  was  in  his  power  to 
embroil  me,  ib  as  to  raife  a  confiderable  fum  of  monev  on  me,  even  to  the  amount 
of  thirty  purfes ;  fo  that  I  found  it  convenient  to  fatisfy  him ;  a  Chriftian,  who  after- 
wards accompanied  me,  faid  he  thought  he  deferved  as  much  as  the  janizary.  But 
the  moft  extraordinary  affair  related  to  the  fecretary  of  the  pafha  :  1  had  procured 
letters  to  the  paflia  to  do  me  what  fcrvice  he  could  in  relation  to  my  defigned  expe- 
dition to  Palmyra,  and  I  talked  of  going  to  him  myfelf ;  but  the  monks,  who  were 
well  acquainted  with  bis  fecretary,  advifed  me  to  talk  with  him.     He  told  me  I  could 
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not  go  to  the  paflia  ukhout  making  confiJerable  prcfents  of  cloth,  both  to  him  and  his 
Kiaia,  whicli  together  with  the  officer's  fees,  would  amount  to  about  fifty  dollars :  he 
faid  he  would  do  all  the  bulinefs  without  any  trouble  to  me,  and  that  I  had  nothing  to 
do  but  to  put  the  money  into  his  hands  ;  and  he  accordingly  procured  my  letters  : 
but  when  I  mentioned  the  affair  to  fome  friend.s,  tliey  told  me  I  might  be  aiiurcd  t!;at 
he  had  kept  the  money  himfelf.  Accordingly,  I  employed  one  to  enquire,wI:o  found  that 
ho  had  paid  but  a  very  fnvall  fum  to  the  officers  of  the  paflia  for  their  fees ;  and  I  was 
informed  that  my  letters  would  have  procured  whatever  I  wanted  without  any  prefents, 
which  I  had  determined  not  to  make,  unlefs  1  had  judged  that  there  was  an  abfoiute 
neceffity  for  it,  in  order  to  facilitate  an  affair  of  fuch  an  importance  as  the  journey  to 
Palmyra.  For,  if  prefents  are  given  in  one  place,  it  is  known  as  one  travels  on,  and 
then  thoy  are  expected  every  where  ;  which  would  be  fo  great  an  expence,  that,  after 
I  left  Egypt,  I  was  determined  to  make  none  :  but  as  this  affair  had  happened,  it  might 
have  been  of  bad  confequence  to  have  moved  in  it  at  Damafcus,  fo  I  took  no  further 
notice  of  it ;  but  accidentally  mentionhig  the  ftory  to  our  worthy  conful  at  Tripoli,  v.ho 
knew  the  man,  he  told  me  that  he  would  make  him  reiund  the  money,  and  accordingly 
wrote  to  him,  that  if  in  a  certain  time  he  did  not  return  it,  he  would  acquaint  the  paflia 
himfelf,  who  was  his  i Viend,  with  the  whole  affair.  In  anfwer  to  the  conful,  he  made 
it  appear  that  lie  had  dilburfed  twenty  dollars,  and  returned  the  refl;,  which  the  conlui 
afterwards  remitted  to  me  to  Egypt. 

Chap.  IX.  —  Of  fome  Places  to  the  South  of  Danwfcus. 

I  WENT  about  a  day's  journey  fouth  of  Damafcus,  in  the  road  to  Jerufalem. 
We  paffed  over  a  llream  that  comes  from  the  rivers ;  and  going  two  miles  fouth  of 
the  city  came  to  the  village  of  Elkoddam  [the  footftep"],  fo  called,  as  they  fay,  from 
the  refemblance  of  the  footfl:ep  of  Mahomet,  which  1  faw  on  the  mofque.  This  is  the 
place  to  which,  they  fay,  he  came,  and  feeing  the  delightful  fuuation  of  Damafcus,  im- 
mediately  returned  back,  leaving  this  print  of  his  foot,  faying  there  was  but  one 
paradife  for  man  :  il  thev  believe  this,  they  feem  to  pay  very  little  regard  to  the  place, 
it  being  a  very  indiflerent  mofque,  with  nothing  ornamental  about  it ;  though  I  faw  fome 
common  people  kifs  the  footilep,  and  fay  their  prayers  before  it.  A  mile  and  a  half 
further  we  pafl'ed  through  Dereia,  where  there  is  a  n;ofque,  which,  they  fay,  was  formerly 
the  church  ot  a  ctuivcnt ;  there  are  leveral  fepuichrcs  about  this  place,  and  the  country 
is  improved  with  vineyards.  We  paffed  over  a  llreani,  and  foon  after  over  two 
others,  which  mufl  all  come  from  the  rivers  of  Damafcus :  further  to  the  left  is 
l.atlirotick  and  Senaia  ;  near  tlie  latter  we  repofed  by  a  rivulet.  We  went  on  three 
miles,  and  pafl'ed  by  Junie  on  a  hill  to  tlie  right,  and  going  over  a  fme  (tream,  we 
faw  on  the  right  a  rifuig  ground,  on  wiiich  there  are  large  (tones  that  appear  like 
ruins  :  we  alcendeda  hill  to  the  lett,  on  which  there  is  a  poor  village  called  Deireut- 
Caucab;  near  the  top  of  the  hilL  there  is  a  long  narrow  grot  called  Megara  MarBauIos 
[the  grot  of  St.  Paul],  where,  they  fay,  he  lay  Wd  the  lirR  day  afer  his  efc^^pe  from 
Damafcus,  that  lie  might  noi  be  iound  by  tiioie  who  might  purlue  him  :  the  Chrifiiaiis 
fometimcs  come  to  this  grot,  and  Hay  two  or  three  days  at  it  out  of  devotion.  We 
Ment  half  a  mile  along  by  the  Itream,  and  then  I.  ilf  a  mile  furiiier  to  a  village  called 
Arioude:  on  the  other  tide  of  the  low  h.ills  to  the  fouth  is  a  line  plain  called /aal 
Artoudt- ;  we  faw  in  the  middle  of  it  Kane  Shtik,  at  a  place  called  Satia,  M'here  tliey 
lay  the  h.  It  night  hum  DcMuafcus  in  the  road  to  Jerulalem  and  Mecca,  refnng  the 
fecund  jii^ht  at  Kane  Jelcr-Jacob,  on  the  eafl.  fide  of  the  vivcr  Jordan,- to  which  I  went. 
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from  Tiberias.  To  the  left  of  Kane  Sheik  there  is  a  large  village  called  Derhalich  ; 
■we  ftaid  ail  night  at  Artoudi?,  and  as  we  vere  under  feme  apprehenfions,  with  regard 
to  our  fafety,  it  was  thought  proper  1  fliould  take  on  nie  the  charaftor  of  a  pliyfician, 
a  Greek  Catholic,  who  was  with  me,  undeiftanding  foniething  of  that  profeflion  :  I 
was  received  in  an  open  mocot  in  a  yard,  where  the  mailer  of  the  houfe  laid  a  carpet 
for  me  ;  I  found  we  were  much  refpefted ;  and  a  woman  who  wanted  advice  for  her 
child  brought  corn  for  our  beafts. 

The  next  day  we  went  two  miles  to  the  fouth  weft,  and  came  over  againft  Calana, 
which  is  two  miles  further  weft,  being  oppofite  to  that  valley,  which  is  between  the  two 
ridc^os  of  hills  that  run  to  the  north,  one  being  called  Scleiah,  which  is  next  to  Damafcus; 
the  other  extends  from  Jebel  Sheik,  and  is  here  called  Rabufieh  ;  there  is  a  third 
which  runs  by'Baalbeck.  We  went  over  a  deftrt  uneven  country  without  water,  and 
in  about  three  liours  and  a  half  came  to  the  village  of  Eetimie,  on  the  fide  of  a  hill  over 
a  vale,  in  which  there  is  a  rivulet  of  the  fame  name  :  here  we  repofed  in  a  very  pleafant 
place  under  fhady  walnut  trees  ;  I  faw  fome  pieces  of  columns  about  the  mofque.  We 
went  on  and  pafled  over  the  rivulet  Moidebherane,  and  in  half  an  hour  came  to 
Kepherhoua  ;  beyond  this  place,  on  the  caft  fide  of  a  high  mountain,  near  the  foot  of 
it,  is  a  fmall  ruin  called  the  fepulchre  of  Nimrod,  of  which  thi.'re  are  very  little  re- 
mains. It  is  a  building  about  fifteen  feet  fquare,  of  very  antient  architetlure,  fomething 
like  the  temple  of  Fege,  which  I  fliall  have  occafion  to  mention  ;  the  bafement  ot  it  is 
plain,  with  a  ftep  all  round  ;  it  is  probable  the  tomb  was  built  on  this  bafement,  which 
i  law  was  folid,  and  might  be  in  the  manner  of  the  fepulchre  of  Abfolom :  in  the 
village  near  it  there  are  the  remains  of  a  very  magnificent  building  ;  one  fide  of  it  to  the 
fouth,  which  was  perfect,  meafurcd  fifty  feet,  and  the  other  fide  that  was  ruinous  as 
much,  and  might  liave  extended  f;irther  ;  it  was  adorned  with  pilafters  ;  I  faw  two  of 
them  at  each  corner,  on  a  bafement  round  the  building,  above  which  very  little  re- 
mains ;  but  enough  to  fliew  that  the  wall  was  two  feet  eight  inches  thick,  and  that 
the  ftoncs  were  of  the  fame  thicknefs.  I  faw  in  the  houfes  near  this  place,  fome  very 
good  Ionic  capitals,  fo  that  doubtlefs  this  building  was  of  that  order :  they  call  it  the 
caftle  ofNimrod,  and  it  is  poflible,  that  great  hunter  *  might  be  worfliipped  as  a  God, 
and  that  this  might  be  a  temple  built  to  him.  They  have  a  proverb  in  Damafcus,  and 
the  country  about  it,  '=  As  adive  as  Nimrod :"  And  as  the  fcripturef  mentions  Babel, 
Erech,  Accad,  and  Calneh,  as  the  beginning  of  his  kingdom  ;  the  laft  may  poffibly  be 
Chalybon,  the  capit.d  of  Chalybonitis,  bounding  on  the  Palmyrene,  which  is  not  above 
three  days  journey  north  of  Damafcus. 

The  mountain  over  this  place  is  called  Jebel  Sheik  [the  chief  mountain] ;  it 
was  antiently  called  Panius  and  Hermon,  as  obferved  before  ;  it  is  the  higheft  mountain 
in  this  country,  and  is  alv/ays.  covered  with  fnow.  The  river  Jordan  rifes  at  the  foot 
of  this  hill,  at  fevcn  or  eight  leagues  diftance  from  this  place,  as  they  informed  me, 
tliough,  I  believe,  it  is  not  fo  far  off.  The  way  from  Damafcus  to  Jerufalem  is  through 
a  plain,  as  far  as  the  hills  which  are  to  the  eaft  of  Jordan.  Liquorice  grows  naturally 
in  tliis  plain,  as  fern  does  with  us,  and  they  carry  the  wood  to  Damafcus  for  fuel, 
and  the  root  fer\'es  to  make  their  rinfrefcoes  ;  when  it  comes  up  green,  the  wild  boars 
feed  on  it,  which  gives  fuch  a  flavour  to  the  flefli,  that  in  that  feafon  it  is  not  to  be  eaten. 
As  we  were  lea\Tng  this  village,  the  flieik  of  it  called  to  my  man  to  know  where  we  had 
been,  and  whither  we  were  going  ;  we  fadsfied  his  curiofity,  and  went  on  towards  the 
high  road  from  Damafcus  to  Jerufalem  :  we  faw  at  a  diftance,  to  the  fouth  eait,  Kane 

»  Gen,  s.  9,  j-   Gen.  x.  10; 
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Sheik  bcfofe-memioned,  to  which  we  directed  our  courfe,  and  beyond  It  the  hill 
Jebel  Strata,  which  had  a  building  on  it ;  and  among  the  hills,  to  the  eaft,  I  faw  one 
called  Jebe!-:nakerat,  which  has  a  tower  on^  i;  I  obferved  another  called  Jebel  Kifney  to 
the  calt  of  the  Kane,  and  Jebel  Houran  in  a  line  with  Caucab.  We  lay  at  Kane 
Sheik.  The  houfes  of  the  village,  which  are  built  round  the  infide  of  the  Kane 
are  made  of  hurdles,  covered  with  clay,  and  their  fuel  was  dried  cow-dung.  I'he 
people  of  the  pafha  came  to  this  Kane,  and  the  next  morning  feized  on  the  horfe 
of  a  man  whom  I  look  with  me  from  a  village  near  Damafcus,  as  they  wanted  it  for 
their  own  ufe  ;  which  is  no  uncommon  thing  ;  but  they  reflore  the  beafts  when  they 
have  no  further  occafion  for  them. 

We  leturned  by  Caucab,  pafling  for  fome  time  by  a  rivulet  called  Lanage,  which  is 
divided  into  feveral  ftreams  ;  it  was  a  very  hot  day,  but  we  went  two  hours  and  a 
half  to  a  garden  near  Mezi.  The  eafterns  ihemlclves  complained  of  the  exceflive  heat 
of  the  fun,  and  I  found  afterwards,  that  all  my  fide  which  was  next  to  the  fua  peeled, 
but  without  any  inconvenience.  In  this  garden  we  dined  under  the  fliady  trees  by 
the  rivulet  that  runs  through  it ;  for  here  the  Mezoui  divides  into  feveral  ftreams :  this 
place  is  about  an  hour  fouth  wcit  of  Damafcus,  and  the  village  Kepher-Sely  is  in  the 
middle  between  them.  We  palled  on  by  Rabouy,  near  which  place  I  faw  the  Mezoui 
come  from  under  ground  ;  we  went  to  the  divifion  of  the  waters,  and  fo  along  bv  the 
river.  I  obferved,  that  where  the  Toura  divides  from  the  Barrady,  there  is  an  artificial 
cafcade  about  fix  feet  high,  made  by  raifing  the  bed  of  the  river,  in  order  to  turn  the 
water  into  the  channel  of  the  Toura  on  the  fide  of  the  hill.  We  came  to  Dummar 
where  we  lay,  and  were  well  received  in  the  lioufe  allotted  for  travellers,  where  they 
had  made  provifions  for  any  pafl'engers  that  might  come. 

The  next  day  we  went  about  an  hour  on  the  north  fide  of  the  river  to  Elkamy ;  a 
litt'e  below  it  a  ftream  goes  out  of  the  Barrady,  which,  I  fuppofe,  is  the  Jefid.  This 
village  is  pleafantly  fituated  on  the  fide  of  a  hill,  on  which,  and  on  the  river  under  it 
are  beautiful  plantations  of  trees  ;  to  the  fouth  weft  of  it  there  is  a  village  called 
Ifhdaidy.  We  eroded  the  plain,  and  came  again  to  the  Barrady  at  the  pleafant  village 
ot  Eftirafy,  which  is  in  the  middle  of  a  wood  over  the  river,  and  has  a  ftream  brought 
through  it  irom  above ;  I  diicovered  the  aqueduct  cut  through  the  rock  in  the  fide  of 
the  hill,  being  the  fame  that  goes  towards  Tadmor,  which  I  fliall  have  occafion  to 
mention.  Higher  up  the  river  is  a  village  called  Peftima}  we  ftaid  till  the  evening  at 
Elhrafy,  and  returned  by  Uummar  to  Damafcus. 

Chap.  X.  —  Of  the  Places  to  the  North  Weji  of  Damafcus. 

I  MADE  an  excurfion  to  the  north  weft  of  Damafcus,  to  fee  fome  remarkabre  places 
that  way  :  about  two  miles  north  oi  the  city  is  a  village  called  Jobar,  where  there  is  a 
fyna;^^ogue  like  an  old  Greek  churcli,  as  they  relate  it  formerly  was:  on  the  fpot,  which 
is  now  the  middle  of  the  fynagogue,  th^'y  fay,  Elijah  anointed  Hazael  king  over  Syria, 
as  he  was  commanded  by  God  *.  In  three  apartmeius  of  the  fynagogue  there  are 
thirty-fix  copies  of  the  law,  excellently  well  written  on  parchment  rolls,  each  of  them 
having  a  rt)und  wooden  cafe  to  put  them  in ;  and  though  they  feem  to  make  httle 
account  of  them,  yet  it  has  been  mentioned  that  the  law  wiis  preferved  here  when  Titus 
deftroyed  the  temple.     Erom  one  of  thefe  rooms  there  is  a  defcent  to  a  fmall  grot,  in, 

•  I  Kings,  xix.  ly 
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which  there  is  a  htilc  lilce  a  wintlow,  where,  they  fay,  Elijah  was  fed  by  the  raven ; 
but  that  miracle  was  wrou'^ht  near  the  river  Jordan  *. 

We  went  on,  and  palfed  over  th.e  ftream  Jefid,  and  about  two  miles  beyond  Jobar, 
a  little  before  the  entrance  to  a  villaqe -called  Berze,  we  came  to  a  rifing  ground  at  (he 
foot  of  the  mountain,  where,  tluy  lay,  Abraham  overtook  the  four  kings,  when  he 
delivered  Lot ;  and  according  to  traditif  n  they  are  buried  in  that  rifmg  ground.  The 
fcripture  fays,  "  Hepuifued  them  uiitolii/bah,  which  is  on  the  left  hand  of  Dam.ifcusf;" 
and  if  this  tradition  be  true,  Jobar  above  mentioned  might  be  that  place,  at  lead  the 
country  belonging  to  it  might  extend  fo  far :  this  Jobar,  which  may  be  a  corruption  of 
Hoba,  feems  alio  to  be  Choba,  mcntiduid  by  St.  Jerom  ;  the  inhabitants  of  which 
were  Jews,  who  believed  in  Chriit:,  but  obfcrvetl  the  law ;  and,  he  fays,  they  were 
called  Hebionites  from  the  herefiarch,  who  might  have  his  name  from  this  place ;  this 
is  the  more  probable,  as  the  Jews  might  refort  thither  on  account  of  this  part  01  Elijah's 
hiftory.  I  obfervcd,  that  the  corn  here  was  plucked  up  by  the  roots,  according  to  the 
antient  ufage,  which  is  retained  alio  in  the  upper  Egypt ;  a  cudom  which  is  often 
alluded  to  in  holy  fQripture. 

Beyond  the  place  where  Abraham  is  faid  to  have  overtaken  the  four  kings,  on  the 
wefl:  fide  of  the  village  of  Bezze,  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  there  is  a  mofque  built 
before  a  cleft  in  the  rock,  into  which  one  can  enter :  it  is  commonly  faid,  that  iVbraham 
returned  thanks  here  for  his  vidory  ;  but  the  iMahometans  have  a  Itory,  that  Abraham's 
mother  flying  from  the  idolatry  of  Nimrod,  was  delivered  of  Abraham  in  this  cleft  J. 

There  is  a  way  which  goes  along  the  plain  for  about  four  leagues  to  the  north,  and 
then  turns  up  thv^'  mountain  to  the  north  welt ;  and  at  tlie  end  of  three  leagues  there  is  a 
village  called  Malouca,  built  on  the  fide  of  a  fteep  high  hill,  over  a  narrow  valley  j  oppo- 
fite  to  it,  on  the  fide  of  the  other  hill,  is  the  Greek  convent  of  faint  Thecla  ;  it  is  a  largo 
grot  open  to  the  fouth,  in  which  they  have  built  a  fmall  cliapel ;  and  at  the, call  end  of 
the  grot  there  is  another,  in  which  the  place  is  fliewn  where  St.  Thecla  fuficred  martyr- 
dom ;  (he  was  the  difciple  of  St.  Paul,  according  to  the  legends,  and  Hcd  to  this  place 
from  her  infidel  fatficr ;  her  picture  is  in  the  niche,  where,  they  fay,  her  body  Ues. 
There  is  a  Greek  infcription  on  it,  fignifying,  that  flie  was  the  firll  martyr  of  her  fex, 
and  contemporary  with  the  apolUes.  At  one  corner  of  the  grot  there  is  a  bafon,  which 
receives  a  clear  water  that  drops  from  the  rock,  and,  they  fay,  that  it  is  miraculous 
both  in  its  fource  and  eifefts.  (^n  each  fide  of  the  mountain,  at  the  end  of  this  vale, 
there  is  a  narrow  opening  in  the  rock,  by  which  there  are  two  paflages  up  to  the  top  of 
the  hill,  a  fmall  rivulet  runs  through  the  northern  one,  which  riles  on  the  mountain  ; 
from  this  fource  a  cliannel  is  cut  into  the  fide  of  the  perpendicular  rock,  which,  without 
doubt,  was  defigned  to  carry  the  water  to  the  convent,  and  to  the  higher  parts  of  the 
town.  Near  the  entrance  into  the  other  palTage,  between  the  mountain,  there  is  a  plen- 
tiful fpring  that  flows  out  of  a  grot,  to  which  there  <s  a  narrov/  paliage ;  they  f;iy,'it 
rifes  in  five  fprings  ;  and  have  foine  hiitory  concerning  it,  that  relates  to  faint  I'hecla's 
flying  to  it  to  hide  herfelf,  at  which  time,  they  fay,  a  fountain  rofe  there.  On  the  top 
of  the  mountain,  between  thefe  two  paflages,  is  the  convent  of  fiiint  Sergius  ;  it  is  ill 

•   I  Kinjs,  x\-ii.  3.        .  -j-   Gen.  xiv.  14,  15. 

X  From  this  place  thcri  is  a  road  to  the  weft  between  the  hills  to  .Sidounia  ;  a  goes  by  a  ftream  calli  d 
Marabah  ;  about  a  mile  in  between  ihe  hiils  there  is  a  village  of  that  iianie  ;  the  road  then  turns  fouth, 
i-i'd  goes  r.f;ir  Shirneh  to  the  left,  and  afterwards  through  the  larjre  village  of  Tehl ;  the  road  is  in  a  narrow 
pleafdnt  valley,  that  has  a  dream  niniiing  through  it,  and  is  planted  with  poplars  ;  a-id  about  two  milt  s 
f'»r«her  there  is  a  vilinge  called  Mine}i  ;  beyond  this  the  village  of  TelfUch  is  to  the  left,  and  Narrah  to  tiie 
right,  Sidonaia  beinjj  about  four  miles  to  tiie  north  of  Mineh. 
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built  and  uninhabited,  but  there  is  a  tolerable  church  belonging  fo  it;  in  the  rerpen- 
dicular  parts  of  the  rock  before  mentioned,  uhere  there  sre  feveral  fepulclires  for  fingle 
bodies  in  a  very  particular  manner ;  a  femicircular  niche  being  cut  into  the  rock,  and 
the  bottom  of  it  hollowed  into  a  fort  of  a  grave  to  receive  a  body  ;  thefe  are  in  feveral 
{lories  one  over  another:  there  feem  aifo  to  be  fonie  nrrots  cut  into  the  clifts,  that  are 
now  inacceflible ;  and  on  the  top  oi  the  mountain,  about  the  convent  of  faint  Sergius, 
there  are  a  great  number  of  fine  fquare  grottos  cut  out  of  the  rock,  in  many  of  them 
there  are  broad  folid  feats,  hke  fofas",  cut  out  at  the  further  end ;  they  have  alfo  feve- 
ral niches  in  them,  as  if  they  were  defigned  for  domeflic  ufes  ;  others,  which  are  lev^'l, 
and  about  fix  feei  high,  have  holes  cut  in  the  rock  rouiid  the  fide  of  the  room  at  the 
ceiling,  as  if  horfes  were  to  be  tied  to  them.  I  faw  one  cut  out  very  regularly  with  a 
well  in  it,  about  ten  feet  deep,  which  had  channels  to  it  from  all  the  parts  of  the  grot ; 
fo  that  I  concluded  the  ufe  of  it  was  to  make  wine;  1  found  feveral  others  cut  in  the 
fame  form  in  a  rough  manner,  which  are  now  actually  ufed  as  wine  vats.  It  is  dilTicult 
to  fay  whAt  was  the  original  ufe  of  thefe  grots,  which  are  cut  all  down  the  gentle  defcent 
of  the  mountain  weftward  to  a  fort  of  a  vale,  which  is  between  two  fummits  of  the 
mountain  ;  the  fituation  does  not  I'eem  proper  for  any  citv  ;  and  I  Ihoidd  rather  think 
it  was  formerly  a  town  of  flone-cutters,  who  might  fupply  fome  ndghbouring  cities 
with  this  fine  flone,  and  in  cutting  it  might  form  thefe  grots ;  and  as  I  obferved  in 
relation  to  the  grottos  about  Jerufalem,  they  were  made  fo  as  that  the  (lone  which  tJiey 
took  out  might  be  of  ufe  for  building ;  thefe  grottos,  indeed,  might  be  inhabited  both 
by  the  workers  in  ftone,  and  bv  thofe  people  to  whom  the  vineyards  and  lands  belonged. 
In  the  town  of  Malouca  there  are  two  churches,  one  of  the  Greeks,  the  other  of  the 
Roman  Greeks,  there  being  feveral  here  of  that  cornmunion  ;  there  is  only  one  monk 
in  the  convent,  who  lives  in  a  cell  built  below  the  grot.  After  the  feafl:  of  Holy  Crofs, 
the  Greeks  from  Damafcus  come  out  to  this  convent,  and  to  that  of  faint  iVIofes,  fomft 
leagues  to  the  north,  and  likewife  to  Sidonaia,  and  fpend  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks  in. 
a  fort  of  religious  revelling*.  Making  an  excurfion  to  St.  Thecla  from  Sidonaia,  we 
dined  at  Touaney,  in  a  houfe  appointed  for  tl:ie  entertainment  of  ftrangers,  there  being 
four  of  them,  who  take  it  in  their  turns,  the  people  of  the  village  fupplying  them  with 
provifions  in  \\\\  equal  proportion.  Here  we  faw  the  horfes  of  a  party  of  about  forty 
Arabs,  who  were  encamped  not  far  olf;  they  go  about  to  take  tribute  of  the  villages 
under  their  protection,  which  may  be  about  ten,  and  a  man  fent  with  any  one  by  the 
flieik  of  thefe  villages,  is  a  protection  againft  them  :  thefe  Arabs  were  ot  yVrabia  Felix, 
the  Amadei  being  of  Arabia  Petra;a  :  the  Janizary  leemed  to  be  much  afraid,  talked  often 
of  the  heat  of  the  weather,  and  would  not  move  uiuil  he  knew  they  were  gone,  and 
which  way  they  went.  In  the  plain  on  the  left,  near  the  entrance  uito  the  vale  towards 
Saitu  Thecla,  there  is  a  village  called  Kinaiirieh,  which  fome  years  pall  was  inhabited 
by  Chriftians,  who  on  a  difcontent  turned  Mahometans ;  fome  fay,  becaufe  the  bifliiip 
refufed  to  permit  them  to  eat  milk  in  Lent ;  and  others,  becaufe  he  would  not  liilfer  an 
excommunicated  body  to  be  buried.  To  the  right,  farther  to  the  fouth,  is  Jobaidin. 
I'Vom  Saint  Thecla  we  went  fouthward  again  in  a  phiin  between  two  ch.iins  of  mountains ; 
about  two  leao;u(S  fron)  it,  we  palled  by  the  ruined  convent  of  St.  Jofeph  on  the  moun^ 
tains  to  the  well ;  and  about  ft)ur  leagues  from  that  convent  we  arrived  at  a  village 
called  Marah,  where  there  is  a  Greek,  parochial  church  of  the  Romau  coiniuunio!>, 

•  Sidonaia  is  about  four  leagues  from  Sainl  Thecla  ;  tlic  firll  place  in  the  ro>  J  is  Touaney  ;  the  road 
then  goes  to  the  Il-Ii  of  NK)halick,  and  priflcb  through  AivOiiba,  fr.  in  \\  liicli  wi  law  <iu  tin  hills  to  the 
ri^'it  the  eonvont  of  faint  .lofeph  ;  iK-ur  it  there  is  a  village  calKd  Kaukout ;  auJ  at  a  little  <lill..nee  fi-om 
iiidutiaia,  is  the  village  of  Bodau  to  the  right,  and  Haficr  to  the  Lft. 
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and  a  Greek  convent,*  \vlilch  had  in  it  only  one  lay  brother,  uho  lives  there  to  enter- 
tain thole  who  come  to  foe  a  chapel  which  is  about  two  miles  to  the  eaft,  near  the  top 
of  the  mountain ;  it  is  built,  as  they  fay,  at  the  grot  of  Elifha,  where  Elijah  came  to 
anoint  him  to  be  his  fuccofl'or,  as  he  was  commanded  by  God,  wlien  he  ordered  him 
to  go  towards  the  wildernefs  of  Damafcus  *  ;  and  on  the  outfide  of  it  there  was  a  paf- 
fage,  which  is  now  flopped  up,  that  led  to  fome  other  grots,  the  entrance  to  which  1 
was  alfo  fliewn.  The  Greeks  pretend,  that  it  is  the  place  where  the  propliet  was 
anointed,  and  that  it  is  dangerons  to  go  to  it ;  which  feenis  to  be  a  piece  of  policy  to 
hinder  the  Mahometans  from  taking  pofleflion  of  the  place,  and  turning  it  into  a 
mofque  ;  it  commands  a  fine  view  of  the  whole  plain  of  Damafcus,  and  of  the  city  itfelf, 
anil  in  tliat  rcfpccl  is  a  very  delightful  retirement. 

From  this  place  we  went  about  a  league  to  the  w'efl  to  Sydonaia,  a  village  fituated  on 
the  fouth  part  of  a  rocky  hill,  on  the  top  of  which  there  is  a  famous  Greek  nunnery, 
founded  by  the  emperor  Ju'timan  ;  who  endowed  it  with  lands  that  brought  in  a  con- 
fiderable  revenue,  for  which  they  now  pay  rent  to  the  Grand  Signor  ;  he  alfo  gave  the 
convent  three  hundred  Georgian  flaves  for  vailals ;  whofe  defceiidants  are  the  people  of 
the  village,  and  are  of  the  Roman  Greek  church :  the  convent  has  the  appearance  of 
a  caftle,  with  high  walls  round  it ;  the  buildings  within  are  irregular.  Towards  the 
bottom  of  the  hill  there  is  a  building  where  itrangers  areiodged.  The  church  remairs 
according  to  the  old  model,  though  it  has  been  ruined  and  repaired  ;  it  confifts  of  five 
naves,  divided  by  four  rows  of  pillars,  and  has  a  portico  before  it ;  behind  the  high 
altar  they  have  what  they  call  a  miraculous  pidure  of  the  virgin  Mary,  which,  they 
fay,  was  painted  by  St.  Luke,  but  it  is  not  to  be  feen.  The  convent  is  governed  by  an 
abbefs,  whofe  office  continues  during  life  ;  fhe  is  put  in  by  the  patriarch,  and  nominates 
the  nuns,  who  arc  about  twenty  in  number  ;  thefe  nunneries  are  more  like  hofpitals  than 
convents,  the  members  of  them  being  moftly  old  women,  and  are  employed  in  working, 
efpecially  in  the  managing  of  filk  worms ;  and  the  abbefs  fliewed  me  her  hands,  and 
obferved  to  me,  that  they  were  callous  with  work ;  fhe  eat  with  us  both  above  in  the 
convent,  and  below  in  the  apartment  for  ftrangers ;  the  women  feldom  take  the  vow 
m  lefs  than  feven  years,  and  often  remain  many  years  at  liberty  ;  they  may  fee  and  con- 
verfe  with  men,  and  go  any  where,  even  to  dillant  places,  with  leave.  A  great  part  of 
the  rei'enue  of  the  convent  arifes  from  their  vineyards,  which  produce  an  excellent  itrong 
red  wine :  they  have  two  chaplains  to  the  convent,  one  is  a  monk,  -who  lives  in  the 
convent,  the  other  is  married,  and  refides  in  the  town.  Near  the  town  there  is  a  fmall 
building  called  the  convent  of  St.  George,  a  Roman  Greek  priefl  belongs  to  it,  Avho 
lives  in  the  town  ;  and  fouth  of  it  is  the  ruined  convent  of  St.  Chriltopher,  to  which 
there  is  a  good  church  ;  and  there  are  feven  or  eight  more  ruined  churches  and  chapels 
here.  Thofe  of  St.  John,  St.  Saba,  and  St.  Barbara,  on  the  north  fide,  have  three 
naves,  with  an  altar  at  the  end  of  each  after  the  Syrian  flyle  ;  and  I  h\v  in  them  feve- 
ral  Doric  capitals,  and  remains  of  frefco  paintings ;  near  them  is  the  chapel  of  the 
transfiguration  ;  and  in  two  little  grots,  on  the  fide  of  the  hill,  are  altars  to  faint  The- 
■cla  and  faint  Klcazar  :  to  the  eaft  are  the  fmall  chapels  of  Saint  Sergius  and  f;iint  Chrif. 
topher,  and  likewife  an  entire  chapel  of  faint  Peter  and  fain'  Paul,  which  appears  to  be 
a  building  of  great  antiquity ;  it  is  a  very  folid  work,  and  is  thirty-two  feet  fix  inches  , 
iquare  ;  there  is  an  afcent  all  round  on  the  outfide  of  three  fteps  ;  the  cornice,  door-cafe, 
and  a  fort  of  a  bafement  above  the  fteps,  are  proofs  that  the  architefture  is  antient,  it 
may  be,  before  Chrift  ;  within,  it  is  in  form  of  a  Greek  crofs,  and  there  is  a  ftair-cafe  to 
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the  top  of  it.  There  is  a  Roman  Greek  cliurch  here,  called  Saliit  Sophia,  iii  which  are 
two  rows  of  (lender  pillars  with  Corinthian  capitals,  which  feem  to  have  belonged  to 
fome  antient  building  on  that  fpot ;  adjoining  to  it  there  is  a  long  chapel,  now  in  ruins, 
dedicated  to  Saint  Klias,  in  which  there  are  remains  of  feveral  frcfco  paintings.  On  the 
high  mountain  to  rhe  north  was  the  convent  of  Saint  Thomas ;  the  cliurcli,  which  is 
entire,  very  much  refembles  in  its  architefture  the  beautiful  churcli  of  Abel,  but  is 
rather  plainer  ;  the  convent,  which  was  built  of  large  hewn  flone,  is  entirely  dellroyed  : 
there  arc  feveral  fpacious  grots  near  it,  particularly  an  extraordinary  one,  called  thr 
grot  of  the  council ;  and  from  the  manner  of  it  one  may  conjefture,  that  it  might  have 
ferved  as  a  chapter-houfe,  and  alfo  as  a  library  for  their  church  books,  and  other 
manufcripts ;  it  is  fifty-five  feet  long,  twenty  broad,  and  ten  high  j  there  are  two  feats 
and  a  fhell  round  the  grotto,  and  four  fquare  pillars  in  the  room ;  there  is  likev.ifc  an 
apartment  at  the  further  end,  and  on  each  fide  ;  and  all  is  cut  out  of  the  rock.  About 
two  hours  to  the  north,  on  the  very  liighefl  fummit  of  the  mountains,  is  the  convent 
of  Saint  Serphent  (Sergius)  ;  the  way  to  it  is  fomewhat  difficult  and  dangerous  ;  they  fay 
the  church  is  of  the  fame  kind  of  building  as  that  of  S;iint  Thomas ;  the  convent  is 
inhabited  only  ivy'  one  monk.  Thefe  two  convents,  as  well  as  the  nunnery,  are  faid  to 
have  been  built  by  Juflinian.  On  the  north  fide  of  the  hill,  under  the  convent  of 
Sidonaia,  there  is  a  fepulchral  grot  about  twenty-two  feet  fquare ;  over  the  front  of  it 
there  are  three  niches  with  femicircular  tops,  and  a  fcollop-fliell  cut  in  the  arch;  the 
cornices  of  them  are  fupported  by  two  round  Corinthian  pillars;  in  each  of  the  niches 
are  two  ftatues  of  a  man  and  woman  in  alto-relievo,  the  heads  of  which  are  broke  oil"; 
the  drapery  of  them  is  very  fine ;  thofe  on  the  right  feemed  to  be  women,  and  the 
other  to  be  men  ;  the  drapery  of  the  former  coming  down  to  the  foot ;  but  the  latter 
only  within  eight  inches  of  it ;  under  each  of  them  there  is  an  imperfett  Greek  infcrip- 
lion,  containing  the  name  of  the  man  and  woman. 

Ch.ap.  XI.  —  Of  the  river  Fege,  of  Ahana  and  Pharphar,   and  of  the  Aqucdiiffs  to 

Palmyra. 

FROM  Sidonaia  we  travelled  fouth  to  Meneh  before  mentioned  *,  and  thon  lurneJ 
to  the  weft,  having  high  rocky  mountains  on  the  right,  which  are  almoft  perpendicular, 
in  which,  at  a  confidurable  height,  I  faw  a  fepulchral  monunient  that  feemed  to  be 
very  antient,  being  a  niche  and  a  fort  of  grave  cut  into  the  rock,  but  not  in  the  middlt^ 
of  it  ;  the  pilafters  on  each  fide  fupport  an  angular  pediment ;  the  capitals  are  of  the 
moft  antient  Doric  order  ;  it  has  alfo  feven  fteps  cut  in  the  rock  before  it.  We  palled 
by  Dradge  on  the  left,  and  Halboue  on  a  hill  to  the  right,  and  croiled  a  rivulet  of  the 
fame  name;  we  then  afcendcd  a  hill,  and  crolfed  the  road  that  goes  from  Dmnmar  io 
Foge,  and  defcended  into  a  bottom,  where  there  are  feveral  fprings  of  bad  water, 
which  have  no  ouilet,  and  make  a  fort  of  a  morafs  called  the  Dog-waters  :  on  the  right 
I  obferved  feveral  grottos  in  the  mountains,  and  went  to  one  of  them  ;  on  each  fide  of 
the  door-place  there  are  rough  unfiniflied  pillars  cut  in  the  rock,  which  fupport  a  pedi- 
ment, and  over  the  door  there  is  a  relief  of  a  fpread  eagle.  About  a  mile  iurther  we 
turned  to  the  north,  and  came  to  the  Barrady,  and  going  about  two  miles,  on  the  eaft 
fide  of  it,  we  arrived  at  the  iource  of  the  Fege,  havuiggonein  all  about  four  miles  to 
the  louth,  fix  to  the  weft,  and  two  to  the  north. 

The  river  Fege  comes  in  a  large  clear  ftream  from  under  the  mountain,  through  au 
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arch  about  twenty  feet  wide.  Twenty  feet  to  the  weft  of  it  there  is  a  niche,  about 
fifteen  feet  higli,  which  was  probably  dcfigned  for  a  coloflal  ftatue ;  about  eight  feet 
to  the  weft  of  this,  there  is  a  very  antient  temple,  which  is  on  a  level  with  the  river, 
and  ahnoft  entire.  To  make  this  regular,  it  is  probable  there  was  fuch  another  temple, 
or  at  leaft  a  niche,  on  the  other  fide,  and  there  is  a  temple  in  the  middle,  on  an  emi- 
nence over  the  river,  which  is  almoft  entire,  between  which  and  the. river  there  is  a 
narrow  pafl'age  about  fixteen  feet  above  the  current :  the  temple  on  the  fide  of  the  river 
feems  to  be  of  the  greateft  antiquity,  and  was  probably  built  before  the  orders  were 
invented  ;  the  ftones  are  of  the  fame  thicknefs  as  the  walls,  and  the  pilafters  have  no 
capitals  ;  there  is  a  cornice  below  that  ranges  round,  which  might  belong  to  a  bafemcnt ; 
within,  at  the  further  end,  are  two  oblong  fquare  niches  like  thofe  in  the  front ;  the 
ftream  now  wafhes  the  fide  of  the  temple,  which  probably  was  dedicated  to  the  deity  of 
the  river,  and  fome  religious  rites  might  be  performed  by  going  out  of  it  by  the  door 
that  leads  to  the  river  fide. 

The  other  temple  is  a  plain  building  much  ruined  ;  it  feems  to  have  had  a  portico 
before  it ;  in  the  front  on  each  fide,  about  ten  feet  from  the  ground,  there  is  a  fort  of 
pedeftal  fetting  out  of  the  wall  as  if  dcfigned  for  ftatues ;  this  temple  feems  to  have  been 
built  long  after  the  other.  They  have  a  notion  that  this  river  Fege  comes  from  the 
Euphrates  under  ground  ;  the  Arabic  name  of  that  river  is  Fara  ;  and  if  they  were 
formerly  of  fuch  an  opinion,  it  might  be  a  reafon  for  their  calling  this  river  Pharphar  ; 
and  if  this  was  the  Pharphar,  the  Barrady  might  be  the  Abanah.  Thefe  waters,  when 
united,  run  between  the  high  mountains  in  a  very  narrow  vale  for  about  two  leagues;  on 
the  north  fide  there  is  a  narrow  itrip  of  ground  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  and  a  little 
below  the  temple,  the  pleafant  village  of  Fege  is  fituated  ;  this  narrow  fpot  is  improved 
with  gardens,  orchards,  and  plantations,  which  make  it  a  very  delightful  place-;  to  which 
the  Damafcenes  often  retire,  and  fpend  the  day  hi  fummer. 

Near  the  river,  about  a  mile  from  the  rife  of  the  Fege,  I  difcovered  an  aqueduft  on  the 
fide  of  the  hill  cut  through  the  rock;  it  is  about  two  feet  broad,  and  four  or  five  feet  high; 
the  top  of  it  is  cut  archwife  ;  I  traced  it  for  about  four  miles,  moft  part  of  It  is  from  twenty 
to  forty  feet  above  the  river ;  in  fome  parts,  where  the  mountain  is  perpendicular,  the 
upper  part  of  it  is  open  in  front  like  a  gallery,  and  in  other  parts,  where  there  are  hollows 
in  the  mountain,  it  is  an  open  channel  two  feet  wide,  and  from  two  to  eight  feet  high  ;  I 
went  into  it  from  feveral  of  the  hollow  parts  of  the  mountain  ;  where  I  fij-fl  difcovered  it, 
there  is  a  channel  cut  down  to  it  through  the  mountain  about  one  foot  fix  inches  wide, 
and  two  high  ;  I  went  about  three  quarters  of  the  way  up  thefe  bills,  and  by  what  I 
could  difcerii,  the  water  of  a  mountain  torrent  was  ftopped  about  that  place,  and  di- 
verted into  this  channel;  and  I  found  a  large  channel  above  it.  In  one  part  of  the 
mountain,  where  the  aquedud  is  cut  through  the  rock,  there  is  a  perpendicular  clift 
over  the  river,  where  there  is  now  a  foot  way  through  the  aqueduct  for  half  a  mile.  They 
fay  this  aquedufl  is  carried  round  the  fide  of  the  mountain  to  the  country  about  Caraw, 
which  is  a  town  in  the  way  to  Aleppo,  about  two  days  journey  from  Tadmor,  though  I 
fhould  be  inclined  to  think  it  w:is  carried  along  to  the  end  of  the  mountain  Antiiibanori 
near  Hafleah,  as  I  was  afterwards  informed  it  was,  where  it  might  be  conveyed  from  the 
fide  of  the  mountain  to  a  high  ground  that  extends  to  Palmyra ;  and  there  is  great 
reaf'^n  to  think  this,  as  it  is  a  very  dry  country,  where  they  have  hardly  any  other  fupply 
but  from  t  he  rain  water. 

Though  I  faw  nothing  of  the  aqueduft  till  within  a  mile  of  Fege,  where  there  is  an 
entrance  into  it,  as  from  the  hollow  parts  of  the  mountain,  yet  it  is  very  probable  that 
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this  aqueduct  was  conflantly  fupplicd  from  the  Fege,  which  might  be  by  an  open 
channel  that  may  have  been  filled  up ;  but  it  was  doubtltrs  fiipplied  alfo  by  thofe 
channels  down  the  mountains  frojn  the  rain  water,  and  by  the  melting  of  the  fnow,  and 
when  there  was  plenty  of  water,  it  might  be  let  out  from  the  aqueduft  into  cifterns,  at 
the  feveral  villages,  for  the  ufe  of  the  Ciumtry  \\hen  the  rain  water  failed;  and  at  Haifcah 
abovementioned,  about  feven  leagues  fouth-eaft  of  Hems,  I  faw  a  ruined  work,  like  a 
large  pond  or  ciftern,  funk  a  confiderable  way  down  in  the  rock,  and  walled 
round. 

A  little  below  the  part  of  the  aqueduct  which  is  neareil  to  Fege,  there  is  a  fine  water, 
called  the  green  fpring ;  whether  it  was  ever  conveyed  by  this  aquedud,  or  bv  another 
to  Daniafcus,  for  a  fupply  of  wliolefome  water,  and  fo  might  poilibly  be  the  Abanah,  is 
difficult  to  determine ;  it  is  certain  this  water  is  now  conveyed  in  a  channel  to  water 
the  lower  gardens,  and  fome  letters  remain  of  a  Greek  infcription  cut  over  it  in 
the  rock. 

As  to  the  great  aqueduct,  there  is  a  tradition,  that  it  was  made  by  Solomon,  v/hich, 
if  it  were  well  grounded,  would  conlirm  the  opinion,  that  I'adnior  was  firft  built  liy 
him ;  for  the  Scripture  hys,  tliat  he  built  Tadnior  in  the  wildernefs  ;  they  have  alfo 
another  tradition,  that  the  aqueduft  was  made  or  improved  by  a  woman,  which  may 
be  owing  to  fome  improvements  that  migiit  be  made  by  Zenobia,  the  famous  queen  of 
Palmyra. 

Chap.  XII. — From  Dainafcus  to  Hems,  the  antitnt  Enicfa. 

TIIF,  journey  from  Darnafcus  to  Aleppo  is  performed  in  eleven  days  with  a  caravan, 
which  is  generally  numerous,  in  order  to  be  fecure  againfl  the  Arabs,  of  whom  there  is 
great  danger,  efpecialiy  for  the  fu-ft  part  of  the  way,  as  far  as  Hems  ;  they  do  not  take 
tiie  road  of  the  Itinerary  from  Damafcus  to  Emefa,  which  crofied  the  mountains  to  the 
north  weft,  and  w^ent  by  Heliopolis  or  Baalbeck,  and  Laodicea  ad  Libanum ;  but  they 
go  to  the  cait  of  the  mountains,  and  come  into  the  anticnt  road  towards  Laodicea,  where 
the  two  roads  in  the  Tables  alfo  met. 

On  the  fifteenth  of  July  I  fet  out  from  Damafcus  for  Aleppo,  having  hired  a  voung 
janizary  to  go  with  me ;  I  paid  fixty  medines  to  a  janizary  at  going  out  of  the  gate  ; 
their  demands  on  Franks  being  arbitrary.  We  went  two  leagues  to  a  large  village 
called  Touma,  where  I  could  get  no  lodging,  but  was  obliged  to  lie  on  the  bulk  of  a 
fliop ;  I  obferved  that  there  were  many  vineyards  about  this  place,  which  they  watch 
from  a  high  floor  fixed  on  four  poles,  to  which  they  afcend  by  a  ladder.  On  the 
fixtecnth  we  went  along  the  plain  to  the  north  eaft  ;  I  faw  a  fpring  encompafTed  with 
walls  like  thofe  near  Tyre,  that  the  water  might  be  conveyed  to  fome  high  ground. 
A  little  further  there  is  an  aqueduct  from  the  weflern  hills  of  a  particular  kind,  which 
is  much  ufed  in  all  thefe  countries  ;  the  channel  is  about  ten  feet  under  ground  ;  and 
there  are  holes  down  to  it,  at  the  diftance  of  about  fifty  yards,  with  a  groat  heap  of 
earth  round  them  ;  fo  that  the  channel  feenis  to  have  been  made,  and  the  earth  brought 
up  by  thefe  holes  j  and,  without  doubt,  they  defcended  by  them  to  clean  or  rep;ur  it ; 
this  ground,  I  fuppofe,  is  higher  th;m  fome  other  parts  on  which  the  aquedud  is 
carried  ;  it  is  probable  that  this  channel  conveyed  water  to  feveral  villages  from  the 
great  aqueduift  brought  from  Fege  ;  for  I  faw  that  it  exttinded  a  great  way.  I  here  fiilt 
faw  the  hills  a  confiderable  way  ofl"  to  the  eaft,  no  hills  appearing  that  way  from  the 
parts  about  Damafcus. 
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In  about  three  hours  from  Touina  wo  came  to  the  hills  called  Outala-Saphire,  which 
extend  into  the  middle  of  this  great  plain  ;  at  the  foot  of  them  there  is  a  ruined  kane 
called  Adra,  from  a  village  near  it ;  this  probably  was  Admedcrin  of  the  Tables,  placed 
twentv-five  miles  from  Damafcus,  though  this  place  does  not  feem  to  be  more  than 
fifteen  miles  ;  in  about  two  hours  and  a  half  we  pafl'ed  over  the  hills  ;  here  the  mofl 
eaftern  ridge  of  hills,  which  runs  well  of  Damafcus  feems  to  end  ;  there  is  but  a  fmall 
defcent  to  the  northern  part  of  the  plain,  and  we  came  in  about  an  hour  to  Kteiphe. 
I  faw  a  fait  lake  on  tlie  call  fide  of  the  plain  called  Moia-Bechr  [the  fait  water]  ;  for  the 
foil  being  fait,  the  water  evaporates  in  fummer,  and  leaves  a  cake  of  fxlt  on  the  earth, 
but  as  this  fait  is  not  wholefome  they  are  fuppiied  from  Tadmor,  This  may  be  the 
vale  of  fait,  in  which,  itis  faid,  David  got  him  a  name  when  lie  returned  from  hniting 
the  Syrians  *,  though  the  valley  of  Salt  near  Tadmor  feems  to  be  the  more  probable 
place ;  the  kingdom  of  David  and  Solomon  extending,  without  doubt,  as  far  as 
i'admor,  which    is  mentioned  to  be  built  by  the  latter  t- 

Kteiphe  J  may  be  Adarifi  of  the  Tables,  placed  ten  miles  from  Admederin  ;  it  is  a 
plcafant  village,  cncompailed  with  flight  walls  to  keep  out  the  Arabs ;  it  is  the  laft 
place  in  the  road  under  the  paflia  of  Damafcus  ;  we  flayed  here  in  a  very  fine  kane, 
which  has  a  portico  round  it,  in  which  there  is  a  fopha  raifed  above  the  court  for 
travellers  to  repofe  on,  and  the  (lables  are  within  it.  The  Arabs  came  and  afked  if 
there  was  not  a  Frank  in  the  caravan,  and  demanded  a  kaphar,  which  they  faid  would 
be  due  to  them  the  next  day  ;  they  feemed  likewife  to  threaten  to  take  mc  out  of  the 
cara%an  if  I  did  not  pay  it ;  I  was  told  that  it  was  not  ufual  to  pay  a  kaphar  i  i  caravans, 
and  the  conduftorsof  it  feeming  to  take  part  with  me,  I  treated  them  with  coffee,  made 
tiiem  my  friends,  and  refufed  to  pay  any  thing. 

On  the  feventeenth  we  travelled  an  hour  to  fome  hills,  and  went  up  by  a  gentle 
afcent,  pafiing  by  a  ruined  kane  on  the  top  of  the  hills,  and  a  village  called  Juhina  to 
the  left  at  fome  diflance  on  the  fide  of  a  hill  ;  thefe  hills  were  improved  with  vineyards, 
and  may  be  the  end  of  the  fecond  ridge  of  hills,  which  extend  northward  from  Jebel 
Sheik.  We  defcended  into  a  well  cultivated  plain  about  three  miles  wide,  and 
pafl'ed  near  a  village  on  a  hill  to  the  right,  from  which  the  women  brought  eggs, 
raifins,  bread,  curds,  cheefe,  and  other  provifions  to  fell  to  the  caravan ;  in  about 
two  hours  we  came  to  a  hill,  on  which  there  is  a  ruined  fquare  caftle  ;  on  the  other  fide 
of  it  we  arrived  at  the  village  Nephte ;  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  on  which  it  flands  there 
is  a  fine  kane  and  molque,  where  we  flayed  all  night. 

On  the  eighteenth  we  proceeded  on  our  journey,  and  after  a  while  perceived  four 
Arabs  (being  the  fame  who  had  threatened  me)  riding  at  fome  diflance  before  us  ;  on 
which  thofe  who  were  foremofl  flopped  that  we  might  make  a  clofer  body,  and  tv/o  or 
three  of  the  caravan  went  before  to  obferve  them,  that  they  might  not  furprife  us  ;  it 
was  faid,  that  they  had  an  intention  to  plunder  the  caravan,  and  that  there  were  more 
of  their  company  near,  but  in  a  little  time  they  left  us,  and  we  faw  no  more  of  them. 
About  half  a  league  from  Nephte  is  Heboud,  which  I  did  not  fee  ;  I  was  told,  that 
antiently  it  was  called  Benfila,  and  that  there  are  ruins  of  a  large  church  there. 
Having  travelled  two  hours,  we  came  to  fome  hills  that  crofs  the  plain,  on  which 
(here  is  a  low  watch  tower  j  thefe  feem  to  be  the  end  of  a  ridge  of  hills  between  the 

•  3  Sam.TJii.  13. 

f  I  Chroii.  viii.  4.     This  is  generally  thought  to  be  the  famous  Tadmor,  or  Palmyra,  efpeciilly  as  it  i» 
mcntionctl  with  Hamath,  v  hich  feemi  to  be  the  country  of  Hamah. 

%  Tliii  is  Coleifa,  in  the  account  of  the  journey  from  Aleppo  to  Damafcus,  in  which  it  is  faid  that  the 
.kane  waj  built  by  Siuam  Pa(ha,  but  I  heard  nolbing  that  trareUers  were  fuppiied  vpith  proviiions  gratis. 

fecond 
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fecond  and  third  chain  of  mountains  before  mentioned  ;  for  afterwards  we  had  to  the 
well. the  high  mountains,  which  are  ea(l  of  the  plain  of  Baalbectc.  About  an  hour 
beyoml  thefe  hills  is  the  village  of  Caraw,  probably  Ocurura  of  the  Tables,  placed 
fifteen  miles  from  Adarin,  which  ouglit  to  be  cor-eded  to  thirty-five  ;  it  is  finely 
iituated  on  a  hill,  on  which  there  feemed  to  have  been  a  camp  ;  I  was  told,  that  it 
was  called  Carinthia  when  the  Franks  had  poflefiion  of  it.  I  faw  in  the  kane  fome 
niches  with  angular  pediments  over  them,  which  might  be  the  remains  of  a  church. 
To  the  nor!h-ea(l  is  a  hill  with  a  watch  tower  on  it,  fo  that  probably  thofe  towers  ex- 
tended to  Palmyra  ;  and  I  was  informed,  that  a  league  weft  of  Caraw  there  was  a  con- 
vent called  Der-mar-Jacob,  which  is  now  cntirelv  ruined  ;  there  were  two  or  three 
Chriftians  at  C.uaw  who  came  to  fee  me  ;  we  ftayed  here  till  night. 

On  the  nineteenth  we  kept  clofe  together,  being  under  fome  apprehenfions  of  the 
Arabs  ;  we  went  two  hours  along  the  plain^  and  pafTed  by  a  hill  with  a  watch  tower  on 
it  ;  our  way  afterwards  was  between  low  hiUf,  and  we  came  to  a  fpiing  where  we 
expedled  to  fee  the  Arabs,  as  it  was  a  place  frequented  by  them  ;  we  pafled  by  a 
mofque,  and  two  or  three  houfes  called  Bes :  I  faw  here  a  plain  cofHn  of  poliflied 
marble,  without  any  ornaments  on  it.  We-went  about  two  hours  and  a  half  through 
the  defert  plain  to  Haffeiah,  computed  to  be  eight  hours  from  Caraw,  though  I  think  it 
is  not  fo  much  ;  when  I  was  about  half  way  between  thefe  two  places,  I  faw  a  hill 
dire61!y  to  the  eafl;,  which  I  conjcftured  might  be  between  twenty  and  thirty  miles  oiF; 
and  they  told  me,  that  Tadmor  lay  a  little  way  behind  it.  I  had  defigned  to  have 
gone  to  that  place  from  HalVeiah,  but  I  found  that  it  would  have  been  a  very  dan- 
gerous undertalving,  and  the  aga  of  Halleiah,  to  whom  1  had  letters,  was  not  there. 
Haileiah  is  fituated  on  the  edge  of  a  plain,  which  is  higher  than  the  country  to  the 
fouth  ;  this  plain  extends  away  to  Tadmor,  or  Palmyra,  and  is  probably  a  part  of  the 
defert  of  Palmyra.  I  was  informed  by  an  underltanding  Turk  at  Caraw,  that  the 
aqueduct  does  not  come  to  that  place,  but  that  it  pafled  near  Hafleiah,  where,  he  faid, 
there  were  fome  figns  of  it ;  he  alfo  infonned  me,  that  they  have  an  opinion 
among  them  that  Hafleiah  was  no  old  place,  and  probably  it  was  never  a  place 
of  any  confequence ;  fo  that  the  principal  defign  of  the  aquedudl  feems  to  have 
been  to  water  the  high  country  towards  Palmyra.  He  told  me,  that  the  water 
was  brought  from  Raboua,  which  is  the  place  where  the  waters  ot  the  Bivrrady 
are  divided ;  and  when  I  mentioned  Fege  to  him,  he  informed  me  that  one 
branch  of  the  aquedutl  came  from  that  river.  At  Hefleiah  they  have  now  only 
fome  bad  water  in  the  pond  ;  it  is  a  miferable  place,  there  being  only  the  governor's 
houfc  in  it,  a  mofque,  and  two  or  three  houfes  cnclofed  within  a  wall  adjoining  to  the 
kane,  and  a  few  other  houfes  built  in  a  hollow  ground,  which  feems  to  have  been  the 
bafin  of  a  pond  or  ciftern  for  receiving  water  from  the  aqueduft.  We  ftayed  all  day 
in  the  kane,  but  lay  abroad  ;  this  place  and  Caraw  are  lubjeft  to  the  fame  aga,  inde- 
pendent of  a  pafha  ;  it  ispoflible  Halleiah  might  be  Deleda  of  the  Tables,  fifteen  miles 
fiom  Ocurura,  and  ten  from  Laodicea,  as  it  agrees  very  well  with  that  fituation. 

On  the  twentieth  we  travelled  weftward  in  the  pk.in,  and  about  three  hours  from 
llalfeiah,  went  by  an  inhabited  kane*,  where  the  people  brought  provilions  to  fell  to  the 
caravan ;  about  a  league  further  the  plain  of  Baalbeck  opened  to  us ;  1  faw  in  it,  at  a 
diftance,  fome  wood,  which  they  told  me,  were  the  gardens  of  a  village  called  Ras, 
which  might  be  Conna  of  the  Itinerary,  though  that  feems  to  be  rather  at  too  great  a 
diftance,  if  the  Itinerary  is  right. 

•  In  the  account  of  ihc  jounify  to  Damafcu«,  it  ia  callcJ  ShtnaC. 

The 
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They  fav  the  river  Afc  (the  old  Orontes)  rifes  about  twenty  miles  nortli  of  Baalbo  k-, 
and  runs,  t  fuppole,  as  near  by  the  north  eaft  corner  of  mount  l.ibanon,  a  little  further 
to  the  north  weft,  where  it  makes  a  large  lake  called  alfo  Afe,  and  I  conjectured  it 
might  be  about  three  miles  broad  and  eight  long,  and  extends  northwards  towards 
Hems.  There  is  no  nicntion  of  this  lake  in  anticnt  authors  ;  fo  that  probably  it  has 
been  made  like  the  lake  of  Mantua  in  later  times,  by  fome  ftoppage  of  the  water  of  the 
Orontes.  Some  fay,  that  the  Afe  is  alfo  called  Makloub.  In  this  part  I  faw  two  little 
liills  on  the  call  fide  of  the  lake,  and  one  on  the  Afe,  between  the  lake  and  Hems,  and 
feveral  others  along  the  river  to  the  north.  The  natives  feem  to  have  retitined  the 
very  antient  name  of  this  river,  which  it  probably  had  before  it  was  called  the 
Orontes,  which  name  might  be  given  it  by  the  Greeks ;  for  Sozomen  *  fpeaks  of 
Apjmea  as  on  the  river  Axius.  A.nd  that  it  may  not  be  thought  a  new  name  in  hiftory, 
if  mull  be  obferved  that  Vaillant  f  in  his  hiflory  of  Syria,  has  a  medal  of  Alexander 
Balas,  king  of  Syria,  with  th;'  legend  relating  to  Apamea  on  the  Axius,  An.AMF.a.N 
T.QN  nPOS  TD.  AHin.  The  river  Marfyas,  now  called  the  Yarmuc,  which  fell  into 
the  Orontes  near  Ap;unea,  rifes  to  the  north  between  tb.e  hills  that  are  weft  of  old 
Reah,  which  1  (hall  have  occafion  to  mention. 

Here,  I  fuppofe,  we  came  into  Upper  Syria  from  Coelefyria,  and  into  that  part  of  it 
called  Laodicene,  from  Laodicea  ad  Libanum  or  Laodicea  Cabiofa,  which  probably  was 
on  the  weft  fide  of  the  Orontes  near  the  foot  of  Libanus,  and  was  a  Roman  colony. 
The  country  from  this  place  to  Chalcis,  called  by  the  Franks  O'd  Aleppo,  had  the 
name  of  the  plains  of  Marfyas,  doubtlcfs  from  the  river  already  mentioned.  Having 
travelled  weftward  from  Hafleiah  w"e  here  turned  to  the  north,  and  after  fome  time, 
arrived  at  Hems. 

Chap.  XIII.  —  0/ Hems,  Hama,  and  Marrah. 

HEMS  is  the  antient  EmefaJ,  mentioned  in  the  Tables  as  t%venty  miles  from 
Laodicea,  and  by  the  Itinerary  as  eighteen  ;  it  ftands  on  a  fine  plain,  and  is  watered 
by  a  rivulet  or  fmall  canal,  brought  to  it  from  the  Afe.  The  walls  of  the  city  are  about 
three  miles  in  circumference,  and  probably  were  made  about  the  year  one  thoufand 
and  ninety-eight,  when  the  Chriftians  had  pofleffion  of  it,  during  the  time  of  the 
Holy  War  ;  for  they  are  built  like  thofe  of  ("fefarea  on  the  fea,  which  were  made  by 
Lewis  the  ninth  of  France ;  except  that  there  feemed  to  have  been  a  terrace  round  on 
the  outfide  of  the  walls,  defended  by  a  parapet  wall,  on  the  outfide  of  which  is  the 
fofle ;  it  appears  that  there  has  been  a  rampart  made  round  it  fince  that  time,  which 
\tas  faced  with  ftonc,  probably  after  Saladin  had  taken  it  from  the  ChriiHans,  in  one 
thoufand  one  hundred  eighty-feven,  or  it  may  be  on  the  invention  of  cannon  :  the 
Tartars  took  it  from  the  Saracens  in  one  thoufand  two  hundred  and  fifty  eight ;  the 
city  afterwards  came  into  the  hands  of  the  Mamalukes;  and  the  Tuiks  took  it  from 
them  §.  During  the  time  that  it  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Europeans,  it  was  deftroyed 
by  an  earthquake,  which  happened  in  one  thoufand  one  hundred  fifty  feven,  when 
feveral  other  cities  underwent  the  fame  fate.  The  prefent  town  takes  up  only  about 
a  quarter  of  the  fpace  contained  within  the  walls,  being  the  north-weft  quarter ;  the 

♦  Sozomcni  Hid.  vii.  15.  +  Vaillant  Hiftor.  Syr.  pag.  261. 

X  The  people  of  this  country  feem   to  be  called  Emifeni  by  Pliny,  Nat.  Hift.  viii.  3J.  andfo  alfo  by 
Strabo.  lib.  ^yi.  p.  755, 

(  Bibliotheque  Orientale  d'Herbebt,  under  Hem3. 
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builcllnojs  arc  very  indifferent ;  they  are  under  the  covert  of  a  large  ruhied  caflle,  which 
is  to  the  fouth  of  the  prefent  town  ;  it  is  built  on  a  high  round  mount,  encoinpafTed 
with  a  foffe  about  twenty  feet  deep  and  thirty  p?ces  broad,  over  which  there  is  a  bridge 
of  fev»n-al  arches ;  it  is  built  fo  high  that  it  rifes  a  confiderable  way  up  the  fide  of 
the  hill ;  the  top  of  the  hill  is  near  half  a  mile  in  circuuiference,  and  of  an  irregular 
figure  of  ten  fides  ;  the  whole  mount  is  faced  with  ftone.  The  eaftern  hiftorians  fay, 
that  Hippocrates  refided  here,  and  went  often  from  this  city  to  Damafcus  ;  and  the 
ecclcfialtical  writers  relate,  that  St.  John  Baptill's  head  was  found  here  in  the  time  of 
the  emperor  Theodofius.  The  emperor  Elagabalus  wag  of  this  city,  in  which  tkere 
was  a  famous  temple  dedicated  to  the  fun,  which  was  woriliipped  here  under  the  title 
of  Elagabalus,  from  which  this  emperor  had  his  name.  It  is  faid  the  emperor  Aurelian 
defeated  Zenobia  near  this  city,  and  afterwards  built  fome  temples  in  it.  About  the 
town  there  are  feveral  pieces  of  pillars  and  c?pitals,  and  the  remains  of  the  antient  gate 
to  the  north,  which,  from  the  bafement  that  ranges  round,  I  conclude  was  adorned' 
with  pilailers. 

Ab:5Ut  a  furlong  to  the  well  of  the  town,  there  is  a  curious  piece  of  antiquity ; 
it  i'^  a  building  about  forty  feet  fquare  without,  and  thirty  within ;  the  walls  are 
built  of  brick  after  the  Roman  manner,  which  are  about  an  inch  thick,  and  the 
mortar  betwe^Mi  them  is  of  the  fame  thicknefs ;  the  cafing  of  the  building  is  very 
extraordinary,  confii'ling  of  rows  of  ftone  four  inches  fquare,  fet  diagonally,  one 
row  being  white  ftone,  and  another  black,  alternately.  There  are  two  ftories  of 
architecture,  confifting  of  five  pilafters  on  ^ach  fide,  which  are  built  of  fmall  white 
hewn  ftone ;  the  lower  ftory  is  Doric,  and  the  upper  Ionic,  each  Itory  being  about 
nine  feet  four  inches  high ;  above  thefe  the  top  is  built  like  a  pyramid,  but  within 
it  is  of  the  figure  of  a  cone;  in  the  ceiling  of  the  lower  arched  rooni  there  are 
fome  remains  of  fine  reliefs  in  ftucco  :  fome  of  the  people  call  it  the  fepulchre 
of  Caius ;  and  Bellona  fays,  he  faw  the  fepulchre  of  Caius  Ca;far  here ;  but  this 
cannot  be,  for  that  prince  being  wounded  in  Armenia,  died  at  Lamyra  in  Lycia, 
and  his  aihes  were  carried  from  that  place  to  Rome,  and  depoiited  in  the  mau- 
foleum  of  Auguftus  -y,  and  his  epitaph  is  among  Gruter's  infcriptions,  though  indeed 
io;ne  anti'^nt  hiltorians  fay  erroncoudy  that  he  died  in  Syria ; '  fo  that  probably 
this  was  a  monument  ereded  to  the  honour  of  Caius,  by  the  people  of  Emeia,  in  order 
to  gain  the  emperor's  favour ;  for  on  the  eaft  and  north  fide,  at  the  top  of  the  fecond 
fhiry,  there  is  a  Greek  infcription,  but  I  had  no  conveniency  of  getting  up  to  read  it ; 
I  could  not  fo  much  as  diitir.guifii  one  letter  of  that  on  the  north  fide;  but  on  the 
eaftern  one  the  firft  word  is  lAIoC,  and  I  copied  fome  other  letters*.  It  is  faid, 
there  was  another  building  of  this  kind  at  fome  diftance  to  the  north  of  it,  and  that  a 
chiiin  went  from  one  to  the  other,  and  that  they  were  the  monuments  of  two  iiiters, 
daughters  of  an  emperor  ;  if  there  really  was  anoilier,  it  is  not  improbable  that  it  might 
be  erefted  to  the  memory  of  Lucius. 

We  ftayed  at  Hems  all  day  in  the  kane,  and  when  I  faw  the  infcription  I  was  deter- 
mined to  carrv'a  letter  which  I  had,  and  a  prefent  of  cloth,  to  the  governor,  wlio  has 
the  title  of  aga,  and  is  independent  of  the  pafha ;  I  defired  him  to  fend  a  man  with  me  ; 
he  was  an  old  and  fulpicious  Turk,  and  very  far  from  being  polite  ;  1  endeavoured  in 

*  111  tlie  account  of  the  journey  to  Damnfous,  the  name  mentioned  in  tlie  infcription  is  TAlfi  lOVAin. 
Beloii,  in  his  travt-ls,  fpciiks  ot  this  monument  in  thefo  words  :  "  Encor  il  y  a  uii  fcpulclirc  a  doublo  eftage, 
"  hort  la  villc,  haut  lIcvc  en  forme  dc  pyramide  quarcc,  fabriqut  dc  fort  ciraent,  qui  eft  inlciit  des  lettr«» 
•'  Grequci  d'un  cpitaphe  de  Caius  Cscfar.'' 

vain 
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vain  to  get  a  ladder  in  order  tn  copy  the  infcription.  Th?  governor  fent  for  me  to  feel 
his  pulfe,  and  to  pive  him  my  advice  ;  for  I  was  mentioned  in  ilie  letter  as  a  phyfician  ; 
but  when  I  came  I  told  him  it  was  a  midake,  which  made  him  more  fufpicious  ;  bnt 
I  had  no  furtrter  need  of  him,  and  my  prefent  prevented  my  paying  a  kaphar  of  fourteen 
piaftres. 

On  the  twenty-firfl;  we  fet  forward  on  our  journey  ;  I  obfervcd,  that  they  reap 
their  corn  in  thcfe  parts,  whereas  about  Damafcus  they  pull  it  up  by  the  roots. 
Crofling  a  fme  plain,  about  twelve  miles  in  1  ngtli,  wj  came  to  a  high  ground  over 
the  Orontes,  on  which' the  village  of  Reftoun  is  fituatcd,  and  near  it  are  the  ruins  of 
a  very  large  convent ;  there  is  a  bridge  here  over  the  river.  I  faw  in  the  road  fome 
pieces  of  pillars  and  capitals;  and  as  this  is  half  wiy  between  Hems  and  Ilamah, 
which  was  the  old  Epiphania,  I  concluded  it  to  have  bten  Arethufa  of  the  Itinerary  and 
Tables,  though  the  diftances  in  neither  of  them  V.-AI  correfpond  :  the  Tables,  by 
miftake,  put  thefe  places  weft  of  the  Orontes,  whercjs  all  of  them,  except  Epiphania 
or  Hamah,  are  on  the  eaft  fide. 

We  travelled  about  twelve  miles  over  a  fort  ol  a  defert,  and  arrived  at  Hamah,  which 
has  generally  been  thought  to  be  Apamea  ;  but  the  Itinerary  makes  Apamea  fixty-four 
miles  from  Emefa,  and  the  Tables  iixty-fix,  whereas  Hamah  at  moft  cannot  be  above 
twenty-four  miles  from  Hems.  Strabo  fays,  Apamea  is  direftly  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  mountain  from  Laodicea  in  Selcucis,  which  is  much  to  the  north  of  Hamah ;  he 
alfo  fays,  that  about  Apamea  there  was  much  marfliy  and  meadow  ground,  and  that 
the  Orontes  and  a  great  lake  made  it  a  peninlula ;  and  he  adds,  that  Seleucus  Nicator, 
and  the  other  kings  of  Syria,  kept  there  tive  hundred  elephants,  and  a  great  part  of 
their  army,  on  account  of  the  great  convenience  of  forage.  But  Hamah  is  fituated 
in  a  narrow  vallev,  having  high  ground  on  each  fide  of  it  :  moreover,  the  eaftern 
hiftori;ms  mention,  that  the  earthquake  in  one  thoufand  one  hundred  fiity-fcven, 
deftroyed  Hems,  Hamah,  Latichea  or  Laodicea,  and  Apamea ;  fo  that  in  thofe  tmies 
the  city  of  Apamea  ftill  retained  its  name  :  Hamah  therefore  cannot  be  Apamea,  but 
muft  have  been  Epiphania,  placed  in  the  Itinerary  thirty-two  miles,  and  in  the  Tables 
thirty-fix  from  Emefa.  It  is  probable  this  is  the  capital  of  the  country  of  Hamath, 
the  king  of  which,  named  Toi,  fent  prefents  to  David,  and  made  an  alliance  with 
him,  on  his  conquering  his  enemy  the  king  of  Zobah,  who  probably  was  mailer  of 
the  country  about  Palmyra  *.  The  ftore  cities  of  Hamath  alfo  arc  mentioned  with 
Tadmor,  as  built  by  Solomon  f.  On  tlie  whole,  it  is  not  certain  where  Apamea,  at 
firft  called  Pella  by  the  Macedonians  J,  was  fituated;  but  according  to  Antonine's 
Itinerary,  it  was  in  the  road  from  Antioch  to  Epiphania  and  Emefa,  fixty-nine  miles 
from  A:uioch,  thirty-two  from  Epiphania,  and  fixty-four  from  Emefa.  The  Englilli 
gentlemen  who  have  paffed  between  Aleppo  and  Latichea,  have  conjedured  that  it 
was  at  Shogle,  where  they  pafs  the  Orontes  on  a  bridge ;  but  this  feems  to  be  too  near 
;o  Antioch  ;  and  if  there  really  is  fuch  a  place  as  Apamia  or  Famyah  on  the  Orontes, 
which,  in  the  account  of  the  journey  from  Aleppo  to  Damafcus,  is  placed  §  about  nine 
miles  from  the  road,  it  feems  very  probable  that  it  was  really  the  ancient  Apamea,  and 
rthayfar,  which  in  that  map  is  fouth  of  it,  may  be  old  Lariffa,  fixteen  miles  both 
from  Epiphania  and  Apamea,  according  to  the  Itinerary. 

The  fituation  of  Hamah  is  very  particular  in  a  narrow  valley  on  the  Orontes,  the 
plains  ending  on  each  fide  in  high  clifts  over  the  river ;  it  is  open  to  the  eaft  and  weft, 

•   2  Sani  vii:.9,  lo.  -      f  2  Chron.viii.  4.  -^   Strabo,  xtI.  p.  752.  §   Pag.  26. 
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which  is  the  courfe  the  river  takes  here ;  and  without  the  town  there  are  pleafant 
gardens  on  each  fide  of  the  river  ;  the  air  of  it  is  looked  on  as  unwholfome.  It  is 
in  a  manner  three  towns  ;  the  principal  town  being  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  river  ; 
and  between  it  and  the  river  there  runs  a  narrow  high  hill,  near  a  mile  long,  on  which 
probably  the  ancient  city  ftooti,  which  might  have  its  name  on  account  of  the  con- 
fpicuouincfs  of  its  fituation  ;  they  now  keep  a  horfe  guard  in  this  part:  the  weft 
end  of  the  lull  is  feparated  by  art  from  the  reft,  and  was  a  (Irong  fort  with  a  deep 
folfe  to  the  caft,  cut  down  in  the  rock ;  the  end  of  the  hill,  vhich  is  very  high,  is 
fomething  of  an  oblong  hexagon  figure,  and  is  all  faced  with  ftone  ;  but  nothing 
remains  on  it  at  prefent,  except  a  fmall  part  of  the  walls.  At  the  weft  end  of  this 
there  is  another  town  or  large  fuburb,  as  there  is  a  third  on  the  north  fide  of  ihe  river, 
which  extends  up  to  many  parts  of  the  heights  round  it,  fo  that  the  city  and  fuburbs 
ftand  on  a  great  compafs  of  ground. 

As  many  parts  of  the  town  are  much  higher  than  the  Orontes,  they  have  a  method 
of  raifing  the  waters  by  a  great  number  of  wheels  in  the  river  made  with  boxes 
round  them,  by  which  the  water  is  raifed  to  feveral  aquedufts,  confifting  of  very  high 
arches,  which,  if  well  built,  might  be  compared  to  many  of  the  Roman  works ;  fome 
of  the  wheels  are  near  forty  feet  in  diameter,  and  raife  the  water  to  within  five  or  fix 
feet  of  their  height,  which  is  conveyed  along  the  fide  of  the  hills. 

There  are  very  little  remains  of  antiquity  here,  except  fome  ruins  of  an  old  gateway, 
and  fome  few  capitals  and  pillars.  I  faw  feveral  Gothic  capitals  about  the  town,  and 
finding  many  medals  of  the  Greek  emperors  here,  and  very  few  of  great  antiquity, 
made  me  conclude  that  the  place  was  in  a  flouriftiing  condition  about  the  middle  ages, 
and  that  it  was  but  an  inconfiderable  town  before  the  time  of  Ptolemy,  who  does 
not  make  any  mention  of  Epipliania  ;  the  city  is  now  in  a  very  flourifliing  ctmdition, 
it  being  the  only  town  to  which  the  Arabs  of  the  eaftern  defert  about  Tadmor  can 
come,  in  order  to  be  fupplied  with  what  they  want ;  which  is  a  liberty  they  enjoy  on  a 
fort  of  tacit  agreement,  that  they  Ihall  not  plunder  the  caravans  that  come  to  this  city. 
They  arc  not  under  a  paflia,  but  iiave  a  particular  bey  or  governor,  to  whom  the  city 
and  a  territory  about  it  belong. 

'i'he  chiefs  or  flieiks  of  Hamah,  for  fo  thofe  are  called  who  are  at  the  head  of 
the  Arab  intcreft  in  every  city,  are  very  famous  in  thefe  parts,  as  they  are  defcended 
from  Mahomet ;  they  have  the  title  of  Emir,  and  they  had  a  great  influence  and 
intiTcft  in  t!ie"  city  and  country,  till  they  began  to  ahufe  it.  Some  Englifh  going  to 
fee  the  head  of  them,  on  making  fome  compliments  to  him,  with  regard  to  the  honour 
ami  dignity  ot  his  family  ;  he  had  the  modcfty  only  to  fay,  that  the  people  efteemed 
him  as  a  prophet.  They  have  a  very  fine  palace,  delightfully  fituated  on  the  river. 
I  have  be  'iv  told,  they  have  fuch  a  reverence  for  this  family  in  fome  parts  towards 
Periia,  that  if  any  one  who  has  been  guilty  of  a  crime  comes  here,  and  obtains  fome 
fort  of  a  patent  Irom  this  emir,  they  return  to  their  country,  and  no  one  can  call  them 
to  an  a(^count. 

In  this  city,  as  well  as  in  Hems,  there  are  a  confiderable  number  of  Greeks. 
Abuh'eda,  the  great  Arabian  hiflorian  and  geographer,  was  prince  of  Hamah  about 
tiie  year  on?  thoufand  three  hundred  loriy-five,  probably  of  the  family  of  the  flieiks 
of  Hamah  already  mentioned.  He  had  the  title  of  fultan,  king  and  prince  of  Hamah, 
and  reigned  three  years,  the  fovereign  power  being  in  his  family.  He  pubUihed  two 
books,  tor  wiiich  he  is  very  famous ;  one  an  abllriicf  of  univorfal  hiitory  to  his  own 
time  ;  the  otlier  of  geography,  with  the  places  difpofed  in  tables  according  to  their 
longitude  and  latitude.     1  had  letters  to  the  aga  here,  which  1  would  have  delivered, 
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in  order  to  have  been  excufed  from  paying  a  great  kaphar,  if  they  had  demanded  it 
of  me. 

As  we  had  performed  two  days  journey  in  one,  and  part  of  the  caravan  flopped  at 
Reltoun,  we  Itaid  here  all  the  next  day,  and  went  out  of  the  town  in  the  evening  to 
lay  abroad  with  the  caravan ;  and  on  the  rvvcnty-third  wo  fet  out  a  little  after  midnight. 
Before  we  had  gone  far,  we  faw  all  of  a  fudden  about  fifty  Arab  horfe  coming  towards 
us ;  immediately  every  one  had  his  fire-arms  ready,  and  it  was  curious  to  fee  the  foot- 
men picking  up  (tones  in  a  great  hurry  to  throw  with  their  flings,  which  they  iiave 
always  tied  about  their  waifts,  and  are  very  dexterous  in  the  management  of  them ; 
they  proved  to  be  fome  iVrabs,  who  had  been  robbers,  but  having  fubniitted  to  the 
government,  were  fettled  as  honefl  men.  Having  travelled  about  lour  leagues  from 
Hamah,  we  palTed  by  a  ruined  village  on  a  riling  ground,  called  Ktabai ;  another  alfo 
called  Afriminerra  was  mentioned ;  about  this  place  1  faw  a  ruin  like  a  church  ;  iind 
two  miles  to  the  left  a  village  called  Tifin ;  and  a  Icigue  further  on  the  left  is  Trinieris  ; 
there  are  a  great  number  of  ciflerns  under  ground  about  thefe  places.  At  fome  dif- 
tance  to  the  weft  we  faw  a  ridge  of  low  hills  that  begin  towards  the  lake  of  Afe.  We 
arrived  at  Shehoun,  which  is  about  eight  hours  diltrait  from  ilamah.  This  place,  and 
a  territory  about  it,  k  under  an  independent  aga;  it  might  be  Cappareas  of  the  itine- 
rary. On  the  twcnt}-tourlh  we  proceeded  on  our  journey,  travelling  between  low 
hills,  and  in  an  hour  came  to  Eifel  Cabad.  which  is  a  ruined  place  with  cifterns  under 
it.  When  I  was  about  half  way  between  Shehoun  and  Marrah,  I  was  told  by  one  of 
Afia  Minor,  who  was  in  the  caravan,  that  about  a  league  and  a  half  to  the  eaft  there 
was  an  obelilk,  fome  fepulchros,  and  oth  jr  ruins,  which  he  had  feen  when  he  formerly 
travelled  that  way.     We  went  on  and  arrived  at  Marrah. 

Chap.  XiV,  —  Of  Marrah,  Kuph,  El  Barratv,  Rou'tah,  Old  Aleppo,  or  Chalets,  and 

other  places  in  the  way  to  Aleppo. 

MARR  All,  without  doubt  is  Arra,  placed  thirty  miles  from  Epiphania  in  the  Itine- 
rary ;  it  may  be  alfo  Maronias  of  Ptolemy,  and  the  people  of  this  place  may  be  the 
M-iratocupreni,  mentioned  by  Ammiani^s  Marcellinus  *,  who  fays,  their  city  was 
deftroyed  by  Valens  on  account  of  the  devaftations  they  committed  thnu^hout  the 
v/ho!e  country.  Thoug'i  this  place  is  laid  to  be  thirty-nine  miles  from  Epiphania,  yet 
I  do  not  take  it  to  be  above  twenty-four,  for  the  loaded  beafts  in  the  caravan  went  it  in 
one*  day.  I  faw  a'l  along  this  road  from  Refloun  a  great  nuuiber  of  cifterns  dug  d^wn 
in  the  rock  on  each  fide  of  the  way,  to  preferve  the  rain  water,  and  about  moft  of  them 
fome  little  ruins ;  fo  that  wherever  I  obferved  many  of  them  I  concluded  there  had 
been  fome  antient  village.  Marrah  is  a  very  poor  little  town  ;  there  is  a  fine  kane  on 
the  cutfide  of  it,  but  nothing  elfe  worthy  of  obfervation,  except  a  beautiful  fquare  tower 
of  hewn  ftone  built  to  one  of  their  mofques,  and  a  little  ruin  of  a  very  old  church, 
which  feemcd  to  have  belonged  to  a  building  adjoining  of  a  much  luter  dale,  and  might 
be  cither  an  old  convent,  or  a  Mahometan  hofpital.  Mj^rnih  belongs  to  ait  independent 
aga,  and  there  is  a  large  kaphar  to  be  paid  by  Franks,  which  his  people  came  to  demand 
ot  me.  I  told  them  I  had  a  letter  for  the  aga,  and  that  I  would  go  aiwl  deliver  it, 
which  I  found  would  not  be  agreeable  to  them  ;  fo  they  were  glad  to  take  a  finall  fum  ; 
but  wfre  very  dtfirous  to  have  got  my  letter  ;  and  I  was  informed  that  they  would  have 
dcftroycd  it,  and  then  have  obliged  me  to  pay  their  full  demand. 

*  Strnbo,  lib,  xxviii.  cap.  7. 
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On  the  twenty-fifth  wefet  out,  and  in  about  fix  or  fcven  hours  arrived  at  Surnieen, 
where  I  went  to  fleep  on  the  bulk  of  a  fhop.  I  had  fcnt  from  Hamah  to  my  friend  at 
Aleppo,  to  let  him  know  that  I  was  with  the  caravan,  as  he  had  prefled  me  to  do  by 
letter ;  and  he  was  fo  kind  as  to  come  as  far  as  this  place  to  meet  me :  he  foon  found 
me  out,  and  conduced  me  to  his  tent.  In  the  alternoon  we  went  about  three  leagues 
to  the  north  weft  to  Reah,  a  large  village  fituated  at  the  northern  foot  of  a  ridge  of 
hills,  which  extends  from  this  place  almoft  to  Hamah.  About  this  village,  and  mofl  of 
the  others  in  thefe  parts,  there  are  great  plantations  of  olive-trees,  and  they  make  a  con- 
fiderable  quantity  of  foap  of  the  oil  of  olives,  which  is  fcnt  into  Persia,  as  well  as  that 
which  is  made  in  Tripoli  and  Damalcus.  We  afcended  the  hills  to  the  fouth,  pafling 
by  feveral  grots,  on  which  there  were  fome  very  impe'-feft  remains  of  Greek  inlcriptions, 
which  to  me  feemed  to  contain  the  names  of  the  people  buried  there  :  I  took  notice  alfo 
of  a  fine  old  arch  over  a  fountain.  About  three  quarters  of  the  way  up  the  hill  we 
came  to  a  level  fpot  v.here  there  is  a  fountain,  and  every  thing  made  very  convenient 
for  thofe  who  come  here  for  their  pleafure :  we  met  the  aga  of  Reah  in  this  place,  with 
whom  we  drank  coffee  :  the  tent  being  pitched,  we  flaid  here  all  night.  The  aga  haJ 
a  great  entertainment  at  this  place,  and  mufic  ;  he  fcnt  us  feme  of  his  provifions  ;  and 
I  was  told  they  were  fo  polite  as  not  to  begin  their  mufic  until  they  found  we  were 
aflecp,  that  we  might  not  be  diflurbed  by  it. 

On  the  twenty-fixth  we  went  to  fee  feveral  fine  ruins  of  antient  towns  or  villages  to 
the  fouth  ;  in  about  an  hour  we  came  to  Ramy,  and  afterwards  paffed  by  Magefia  and 
Afhy,  in  all  which  places  we  faw  ruins  of  villages  built  of  hewn  flone :  we  at  length 
came  to  Kuph,  which  is  a  ruined  village  of  fuch  extent  that  it  looked  like  the  remains 
of  a  large  town.  All  the  buildings  in  this,  and  the  other  places  which  I  fliall  mention, 
are  of  a  yellow  hewn  flone,  which  is  eafily  worked  ;  the  walls  are  built  of  fingle  floncs, 
and  are  about  eighteen  inches  thick :  they  are  neither  faftened  with  iron  nor  laid  in 
mortar ;  and  in  this  manner  I  faw  feveral  very  beautiful  walls  at  leaft  thirty  feet  high, 
which  flood  true,  and  were  not  in  the  leafl  ruined  in  fuch  a  courfe  of  time,  being  built 
on  a  firm  rocky  foundation  ;  the  flones  are  worked  fo  fmooth  that  they  join  very  clofc, 
and  are  laid  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  bind  one  another.  In  Kuph  the  buildings  appear 
like  very  magnificent  palaces;  fome  of  them  are  built  round  feveral  courts;  1  wasaflo- 
niflied  to  fee  fuch  buildings  in  a  place  fo  retired,  and  in  the  midfl  of  rocky  hills,  where 
there  is  no  view  or  profpeft  of  any  thing  delightful ;  but  on  taking  a  nearer  \iew  of 
them,  I  concluded  by  whom  and  for  what  purpofe  they  were  built.  By  the  manner  of 
archltedure,  which  Is  not  bad,  they  mull  have  been  of  tlie  fomth  or  fifth  century  at  the 
lowefl.  The  croffes  made  over  all  the  doors  are  a  proof  that  they  are  Chriflian  buildings ; 
and  as  there  are  fcpulchres  built  near  every  oae  of  the  large  houfes,  thefe  places  nmfl 
have  been  antiently  ufed  for  retirement  by  Chriilians  of  diflindion  in  thofe  primitive 
times,  to  which  they  might  come  in  order  to  feparate  themfelves  from  the  world,  and 
to  meditate  on  their  mortality  in  fight  of  theii  tombs  ;  and  to  thefe  places  they  probably 
withdrew  in  order  to  end  their  days ;  and  fome  perfons  who  were  inclined  to  fpend 
their  fortunes  in  a  devout  retirement  might  live  in  thefe  folitudes,  not  without  iome 
grandeur,  and  maintain  a  rcligio-.is  hofpitality.  Thele  fcpulchres  are  very  handfome 
fquaro  buildings ;  mofl  of  them  are  adorned  with  Corinthian  pilaflers  at  the  corners, 
fupporting  rich  entablatures,  over  which  they  are  built  in  the  form  of  a  pyramid  ;  there 
are  generally  four  or  five  very  large  flone  Koffins  in  them,  and  a  fort  of  fleps  are  made 
up  the  fides  of  the  pyramids  to  go  to  the  top  of  them.  Adjoining  to  a  large  palace 
there  are  ruins  of  a  church  built  after  the  Syrian  manner  ;  there  are  alfo  feveral  burial 
places,  which  feem  to  have  been  vaults  under  their  houfes ;  and  likewife  great  auntbers 
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of  fcpulchros  cut  into  the  rock,  feme  of  which  have  a  portico  before  them  of  three  or 
four  pillars,  cut  alfo  out  ot  the  rock. 

North  of  this  village  is  a  place  called  Elbarraw,  which  is  only  feparated  from  il  by  a 
little  valley:  here  there  is  a  ruinous  well-built  caille,  and  fome  decayed  houfes,  which 
are  of  no  mean  llrudure ;  there  is  likewife  a  well  cut  down  through  the  rock.  From, 
this  place  we  returned  partly  by  the  fame  way,  and  went  about  two  leagues  to  the  north 
cad  to  a  village  called  Frihay,  where  there  are  remains  of  fome  very  handlbme  palaces, 
one  of  which  is  almoft  entire;  over  the  door  of  another  there  is  an  impcrfecl:  Greek 
infcription,  which  feemed  to  contain  the  name  of  the  maltcr  of  it ;  one  fepulchral 
building  is4ikc  thofe  of  Kuph,  except  that  it  is  covered  with  a  cupola ;  the  others  are 
all  in  a  different  manner,  and  feem  to  have  made  a  circle  on  a  lull,  at  a  little  dilbnce 
from  the  houfes  ;  there  are  a  great  number  of  them  ;  one  is  a  grot  cut  into  the  rock, 
and  before  the  entrance  there  is  an  arch  about  nine  leet  thick,  built  with  fmgle  ftones 
of  that  length,  and  finely  turned  ;  in  the  front  of  thefe  arches  there  are  fome  imperfeft 
Greek  infcriptions,  which  I  faw  were  ot  a  religious  nature,  mod  of  them  being  doxolo- 
gies.  Under  one  of  the  arches  near  a  houfe,  (in  which  I  could  fee  no  entrance  into  any 
grot,)  there  are  two  or  three  Greek  infcriptions,  which  feemed  to  be  Pagan,  but  in 
fuch  barbarous  unintelligible  Greek,  that  they  were  hardly  w'orth  tranfcribing.  In  all 
the  roads  about  thefe  places,  efpecially  at  the  villages,  we  faw  fome  ruins  and  decayed 
churches  built  with  hewn  flone,  and  in  the  fame  tafte.  We  returned  in  the  evening  to 
our  tent  at  Reah. 

On  the  twenty-feventh  in  the  afternoon  we  fet  out  and  went  three  hours  eaft  fouth. 
eafl  by  a  bad  rocky  road  to  Rouiah,  called  by  the  Franks  Old  Reah  ;  after  travelling 
about  an  hour  we  ■  paffed  through  Kapharlate,  where  there  are  fome  ruins  and  old 
columns,  particularly  a  fountain  covered  with  an  arch  fupported  by  four  Doric  pillars, 
\yith  a_  Greek  infcription  on  it ;  we  went  through  Montef,  where  we  faw  more  ruins. 

Rouiah  is  near  the  plain  that  leads  from  Marrah  to  Aleppo ;  this  is  a  more  magnifi- 
cent place  than  the  others ;  there  are  in  it  about  fix  or  feven  fine  palaces,  fome  of 
wliich  are  almoft  entire,  and  there  are  almoft  as  many  churches :  the  houfes  are  built 
round  courts  with  porticos  all  round  within,  fupporting  a  gallery,  which  communicates 
with  the  rooms  above,  there  being  a  door  from  it  to  every  room.  The  capitals  of  the 
pillars,  which  are  no  bad  work,  are  of  the  Corinthian  and  Ionic  orders :  the  churches 
feem  to  have  been  more  magnificent  than  the  houfes,  efpecially  three  or  four,  which 
are  built  with  three  naves,  the  arches  of  which  are  fupported  by  pillars,  and  the  largeft 
has  great  pillars  in  it  of  an  oblong  fquare  figure,  and  a  portico  before  it ;  on  one  fide 
there  is  an  open  building  with  a  dome  fupported  by  columns,  which  feems  to  have  been 
a  baptiflery ;  on  the  north  fide  of  the  church  there  is  a  building  like  a  finall  antient 
temple,  with  an  angular  pediment  at  each  end ;  the  corners  are  adorned  with  Corin- 
thian pilafters,  not  of  the  beft  workmanfhip ;  the  whole  building  is  raifed  on  a  fine 
bafement,  and  before  it  there  is  a  portico,  confiding  only  of  two  pillars,  which  are  in 
the  front  between  the  fide  walls  that  fupport  the  pediment ;  this  feemed  to  have  been  a 
family  chapel,  and  under  it  is  a  vault  with  ftone  coffins,  or  graves,  cut  in  the  rock  : 
there  is  another  of  the  fame  kind  near  one  of  the  palaces,  with  an  unintelligible  Greek 
infcription  on  the  pediment.  There  are  ruins  of  great  buildings  all  round  the  large 
church,  where  probably  many  perfons  might  live  in  a  fort  of  community ;  and  this 
poffibly  might  be  the  firft  beginning  of  that,  fort  of  retu-emenl  in  thefe  parts,  which 
was  afterwards  introduced  and  fettled  in  public  communities  in  the  monaflic  life:  one 
of  the  churches  was  dedicated  to  St.  Peter  and  Paul,  and  has  on  it  this  iiifcription : 

nCTPOE    \s^^i\\     nATAOC 

There 
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There  is  one  fepulchre  here  of  a  very  particular  kind  ;  two  arches  are  turned  at  proper 
dilbinccs,  and  about  fix  or  feven  feet  above  the  ground  a  very  large  ftonc  coiKa  is 
placed  on  them,  which  is  nine  feet  long,  four  feet  ten  inches  wide,  and  five  feet  ten 
inches  deep  ;  the  part  below,  which  is  enclofed,  has  in  it  two  graves  cut  down  in  the 
rock.     We  lay  all  night  at  Rouiah. 

On  the  twenty-ei;ihth  we  went  to  the  north-eaft,  and  in  two  hours,  at  Elkane,  came 
into  the  high  road  from  Marrah  to  yVleppo,  where  there  is  a  good  old  kane  ;  it  is  about 
half  way  between  Marrah  and  Sunneen  ;  we  foon  left  the  road,  and  went  to  the  north- 
eaft  to  old  Aleppo,  afcending  the  hill  which  is  over  it,  where  there  is  a  mofqiie,  and 
a  flieik's  burial  place ;  here  we  ftaid  all  day,  and  vifited  the  antiquities  about  the 
place. 

Old  Aleppo  is  computed  to  be  about  twelve  miles  to  the  fouth  of  Aleppo,  and  near 
two  leagues  to  the  eaft  of  the  high  road  ;  I  take  this  place  to  have  been  Chalcis,  the 
antient  capital  of  the  diitrict  of  Chalcidene,  and  not  the  antient  Beroea,  which,  with- 
out doubt,  ftood  where  Aleppo  now  is.  Chalcis  is  placed  in  the  Itinerary  twenty  miles;^ 
from  Arra,  and  eight  from  Beroa,  though  it  is  not  fo  much ;  but  the  former"  agrees 
very  well  with  the  diftance  of  thefe  places ;  in  the  Tables  indeed  it  is  twenty-nine  from 
Berya,  which  may  be  a  miftake  for  nineteen.  The  road  in  the  Tables  from  Antioch 
to  Berya,  joi.is  at  Chalcis  with  the  road  of  the  Itinerary  from  Emefa  to  Beroa ;  and 
now  tiie  common  road  from  Hems  is  not  far  from  it,  and  the  road  of  the  Arabs  is 
clofc  by  it.  The  reafon  why  the  road  has  been  changed  is  probably  becaufe  it  might 
not  be  fo  fafe  on  account  of  robbers.  Ptolemy  places  Chalcis  twenty  minutes  fouth  of 
Beroea,  all  which  diftances  are  too  great,  it  being  but  fixteen  miles  from  this  place  to 
Aleppo,  round  by  Kan  Touman.  The  true  Arabian  name  of  this  town  w  as  Kennaflerin, 
and  it  is  fo  called  at  this  time  ;  the  Arab  writers  alfo  call  the  northern  part  of  Syria  by 
this  name,  according  to  their  divifion  of  the  country,  and  the  gate  of  Aleppo  that  goes- 
out  this  way  has  the  fame  name  ;  and  it  is  probable,  that  the  Arabs  finding  Chalcis  a 
flourilhing  city,  and  a  capital  of  a  divifion  of  Syria  among  the  antients,  might  make  it 
the  capital  of  the  northern  part  of  Syria,  and  call  that  diflrict  by  the  fame  name,  wliiclx 
the  natives  originally  gave  to  the  city  ;  the  Greeks  probably  giving  it  another  name^ 
ufed  only  by  themfelves ;  it  was  no  inconfiderable  city  in  the  time  of  the  antients, 
being  the  (Irong  hold  of  the  extenlive  country  called  Marfyas.  The  remains  of  it  are 
about  a  mile  fouth  of  the  river  of  Aleppo,  which  is  called  the  Caie,  and  runs  at  the 
foot  of  the  hills  which  are  between  this  place  and  that  city.  The  courfe  of  this  river 
feems  formerly  to  have  been  on  a  lower  ground  nearer  the  old  city,  and  to  have  beea 
carried  liigher  in  order  to  water  fome  lands :  as  this  place  was  called  Chalcis  ad  Bdum, 
it  is  not  unlikely  tliat  Belus  was  the  name  of  this  river,  unlefs  it  might  be  the  name  of 
the  mountains  near  it,  which  are  now  called  Sheik  Aite :  there  are  fome  remains  of 
the  foundations  of  the  city  walls,  which  are  about  ten  feet  thick;  they  are  not  above 
a  mile  in  circumference,  and  were  built  with  fquare  towers  at  equal  diftances.  At  the 
fouth-eali;  lide  of  the  city  is  a  riiiled  ground,  on  which  there  are  foundations  of  an  antient 
caflle,  which  was  about  half  a  mile  in  circumference,  and  they  fay,  that  there  are  three 
wells  in  it ;  all  now  is  a  confufed  heap  of  ruins,  except  on  the  north-eaft  fide  without 
the  town,  where  on  an  advanced  ground  there  arc  foundations  of  an  oblong  fquare 
building,  which  might  be  a  temple.  There  is  a  high  hill  to  the  wefl  of  the  city,  on 
wliich  the  fortrefs  probably  ftood,  which  wAs  the  grait  defence  of  all  tliis  country  ;  on 
the  top  of  it  there  are  three  or  four  very  fme  large  cifierns,  like  arched  vaults,  cut  down 
in  the  rock,  witii  a  hole  in  the  top  to  draw  up  the  water,  and  fteps  down  *o  them  on 
one  fide  j  there  is  likewife  a  mofque  on  a  mount,  wliich  is  the  highcft  part  of  tlie  bill, 

5  -where 


^2$  DOCTOR  POCOCKe's    TRAVELS 

vhere  I  faw  fome  fragments  of  Chriftian  Greek  infcriptions  ;  and  at  the  eaft  end  of  the 
molque  are  the  foundaJons  of  a  feniicircular  building,  which  convinced  me  that  it  had 
been  a  church.  At  the  foot  of  this  hill  to  the  north  there  is  cut  over  the  door  of  a 
grotto  a  fpread  eagle  in  relief,  which  might  be  a  work  of  the  Romans,  probably  during 
the  government  of  the  Flavian  family,  who  might  be  bcnetaclors  to  the  city,  as  the 
tiame  of  it  was  changed  in  compliment  to  fome  of  them,  probably  Trajan  ;  for  there  is 
n  medal  of  this  city,  with  Trajan's  head  on  it,  and  this  reverie,  *A.  XAAKIAEriN. 
From  the  top  of  tliis  hill  I  faw  the  minaret  of  the  mofque  in  the  caflle  of  Aleppo, 
though  there  are  high  mountains  between  thefe  places.  We  fet  out  on  the  twenty- 
ninth,  and  went  along  by  the  river  to  the  high  road  from  Damafcus,  and  came  to 
Kan-Touman  in  that  road,  which  is  fix  miles  from  Aleppo.  This  kane,  they  fay, 
was  built  by  Touman  Bey,  the  lafl:  mamaluke  fultan  of  Egypt,  but  I  do  not  know 
what  authority  they  have  for  it ;  there  are  fome  fmall  brafs  cannon  on  the  walls  of  the 
kane.  Paffing  over  this  hill  we  came  into  the  open  uneven  country  in  which  Aleppo 
ftands.  We  encamped  in  a  garden  at  Rambuta  near  a  league  from  Aleppo.  Several 
friends  came  out  to  dine  with  us,  and  in  the  evening  the  conful  fent.  his  chancellor, 
dragoman,  and  chous  or  meilenger,  with  his  complinients,  and  we  all  went  together 
to  Aleppo,  paying  the  compliment  of  alighting  at  the  conful's  houfe,  and  when  I  had 
paid  my  refpeds  to  him  I  retired  to  the  houfe  of  my  friend. 

Cn.w.'LY.  —  Of  Aleppo. 

THE  country  in  which  Aleppo  fiands  is  uneven  in  many  parts,  and  yet,  with  regard 
to  the  mountauis,  it  may  be  looked  on  as  a  plain.  It  is  bounded  to  the  north  by 
mount  Taurus,  to  the  weft  by  mount  Amanus,  and  to  the  eaft  by  the  Euphrates, 
ftrotching  away  to  the  fouth  beyond  the  valley  of  fait,  as  far  as  the  large  barren  deferts 
of  Palmyra,  and  is  partly  bounded  to  the  fouth  by  the  hills  which  we  pafled  over.  The 
country  about  Aleppo  is  a  rocky  freeftone,  and  the  foil  is  (hallow. 

Aleppo  itfelf  is  fituated  partly  on  the  plain,  and  partly  on  two  or  three  rifing 
grounds ;  it  is  encompaffed  with  walls  of  hewn  ftone,  which  are  thought  to  be  moftly 
of  the  mamaluke  building  ;  thefe  walls  are  not  above  three  miles  in  circumference,  but 
there  are  great  fuburbs,  efpecially  to  the  north,  fo  that  the  whole  cannot  be  much  lefs 
than  iive  miles  in  compafs.  Aleppo  is  generally  thought  to  be  the  old  BercEa,  and 
though  there  are  very  few  marks  of  antiquity  about  it,  yet  they  are  fufficient  to  prove 
that  there  was  an  antient  town  here.  I  was  informed,  that  they  frequently  find  marble 
pillars  a  coafiderable  depth  in  the  earth  to  the  north-eaft  of  the  caltle,  where  the  old 
town  probably  ftood.  One  of  the  hills  to  the  north  of  the  town  feems  to  be  raifed  by 
art  into  a  high  mount,  on  which  the  caRle  of  Aleppo  (lands ;  and  the  foffe  is  near 
half  a  mile  in  circumference.  The  llreets  and  bazars,  or  fhops,  are  laid  out  like  thofe 
of  Damafcus ;  it  is  efteemed  one  of  the  beft  built  cities  thrf.ughout  all  the  Turkifh 
dominions ;  Uie  houfes  being  of  hewn  free  ftone,  and  there  are  lome  mofques  and 
kr.n:s  efpecially,  which  are  very  magnificent ;  feveral  of  the  former  having  large  domes 
to  them.  But  the  buildings  are  not  high  in  proportion  to  the  fize,  and  the  domes  are 
railed  fo  httle  above  them,  that  they  appear  low  and  flat,  though  built  with  great 
expence. 

The  Jews  and  Chriftians  of  the  country  live  in  one  of  the  fuburbs,  and  the  Franks 
in  one  quarter  of  the  city :  the  houfes  being  all  terraced  over,  they  can  go  from  houfe 
to  houfe  on  the  top  of  them,  where  they  do  not  think  proper  to  make  up  any  fence; 
and  when  they  do,  they  frequently  have  doors  through  them  ;  and  the  air  of  Aleppo 
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is  fo  fine  that  the  people  lie  on  the  tops  of  their  houfes  during  the  fummer  feafon.  On 
the  north  and  weft  fides  of  the  town,  atfome  little  diflance,  runs  the  river  Caie,  which, 
thougli  a  fmall  dirty- ftream,  yet  palling  through  the  gardens  makes  them  very  pleafant ; 
this  river  is  loft  in  a  morafs  about  four  miles  to  the  eaft  of  old  Aleppo.  The  gardens 
produce  a  great  variety  of  fruit ;  there  are  fmall  houfes  in  them,  to  which  company 
often  retire  for  fome  weeks  in  the  fummer ;  and  thefe  gardens  may  be  hired  at  any 
time  for  a  party  of  pleafure.  The  wator  which  they  ufe  for  drinking  is  brought  about 
four  miles  from  the  north  by  an  aqueduft  on  the  ground,  and  in  fome  parts,  where 
there  are  little  hills,  the  water  runs  under  ground,  in  the  manner  as  defcribed  near 
D<'niafcus;  the  water  here  has  a  certain  quality,  which  makes  ftrangers,  who  drink  of 
it,  break  out  in  blotches,  and  they  have  generally  three  or  four  about  tlieir  hands  and 
arms,  which  continue  half  a  year,  cr  a  year,  and  are  very  troublefome  ;  fome  have 
not  this  diforder  till  after  they  have  lived  there  many  years  ;  and  it  is  obferved,  that 
the  natives  have  it  once,  and  that  it  commonly  appears  in  their  faces  ;  nor  is  there  any 
remedy  found  againft  it :  among  the  Englifh  it  goes  by  the  name  ot  the  Mai  of  Aleppoi 
T),e  Aleppines  are  reckoned  a  fubtlc  people,  and  the  Turks,  both  merchants  and 
otliers,  value  themfelves  much  on  appearing  and  being  efteemed  as  gentlemen,  under 
the  title  of  Cheleby.  The  paftia  of  the  northern  part  of  Syria  refides  here,  and  is 
called  the  palha  of  Aleppo ;  il  is  a  good  paflialic,  and  the  people  fubmit  quietly  when 
their  governor  fqueezes  thtir  purfes  5  and  their  t)'ranny  this  way  often  falls  very  heavily 
on  their  Chriilian  fubjeds. 

Aleppo  is  the  great  mart  for  all  Perfian  goods,  efpecially  for  ra\\'  filks  ;  a  large  cara- 
van come"^  from  Balfora  or  Bofra,  on  the  Euphrates,  which  is  ufually  a  month  on  the 
road.  This  trade  has  however  much  decayed  fince  the  Perfian  war,  on  which  the  filk 
commonly  brought  from  Afia  Minor  to  this  place  began  to  be  carried  to  Smyrna ;  and 
the  bufinefs  of  filk  and  woollen  carpets,  which  were  made  in  the  north  part  ot  Perfia 
towards  Tauris,  almoft  entirely  decayed ;  and  the  communication  this  way  being  cut 
off,  the  demand  gradually  lelTened,  till  the  art  itfelf  was  almoft  loft.  They  fend  to 
Europe  fine  goats  hair  of  Perfia,  in  order  to  make  hats.  They  manufafture  aUo  many 
burdets  of  the  fame  kind  as  thofe  of  Damafcus,  but  not  in  fo  great  pt^rfeftion,  and 
fend  them  all  over  Turkey,  and  to  Europe  :  this  place  is  alio  famous  for  piftachio  nuts, 
of  which  they  have  great  orchards  of  a  better  kind  than  thofe  that  grow  wild,  and  they 
are  fent  to  all  parts :  the  import  is  chiefly  Venetian  and  Leghorn  \\  rought  filks,  tin, 
many  finall  wares  from  Europe,  and  Englifh  and  Erench  cloths.  The  Englifh  fadory 
was  fettled  here  about  the  time  of  queen  Elizabeth  ;  it  is  of  late  much  decayed,  which 
is  owing  to  the  pcrfettion  and  cheapncis  of  the  Erench  manufacture,  fo  that  there  are 
not  above  fix  or  (even  Englifh  houfes  here  at  prefent.  The  Dutch  have  a  conful,  and 
two  houfes,  but  their  trade  is  almoft  entirely  loft.  This  is  the  moft  famous  place  in 
Turkey  for  making  tents. 

About  half  a  mile  north  of  Aleppo  there  is  a'convcnt  of  Dervifcs,  pleafantly  fituated  on 
a  rifing  ground  ;  there  is  in  it  a  fine  molque  covered  with  a  dome  ;  and  many  tall  cyprefs 
trees  grov/ing  about  the  convent,  make  it  appear  a  more  pleafant  place  at  a  diitanco 
than  it  really  is ;  there  being  a  great  want  of  verdure  in  the  country  round  abcnit  it : 
Thefe  dcrvifes  are  not  of  the  dancing  fort,  but  there  is  anotiier  conununiiy  of  them  afi 
Aleppo,  who  cxercife  their  devotion  that  way. 

On  the  fouth-eaft  fide  of  the  town  are  fevcral  magnificent  fepulchres  of  the  Mania- 
luke  times  ;  they  are  indeed  mofques,  which  the  great  peri'ons,  whilft  they  were  alive, 
built  to  depofit  their  bodies  in :  the  buildings  generally  confift  of  a  portico  built  oH' 
three  fides  of  a  court  with  pillars,  in  a  very  coltly  and  magnificent  manner,  with  t^ 
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grand  gateway  in  front ;  oppofite  to  this  is  the  mofque,  which  is  generally  covered 
with  a  dome ;  and  the  mirab  or  niche,  that  direfts  them  which  way  to  pray,  is  very 
often  made  of  the  finelL  marbles,  Ibmcthingin  the  manner  of  mofaic  work.  In  one  of 
the  burial  places,  to  the  eafl;  of  the  walls  of  the  city,  they  fay  the  body  of  Campfon 
Gaur  is  depofited,  who  was  fucceeded  as  fultan  of  Egypt  by  Touman  Bey,  the  lafl: 
prince  of  the  IVIamaluke  fucceflion ;  he  was  defeated  and  killed  near  this  place  in  a 
battle  with  fulian  Selim.  About  a  league  alio  eafl  of  Aleppo,  a  remarkable  battle  was 
fought  between  Tamerlane  and  the  fultan  of  Egypt,  in  which  the  former,  according  to 
his  ufual  fuccefs,  vanquifhcd  his  enemy. 

The  Armenians,  Greeks,  Syrians,  and  Maronites,  have  each  a  church  in  Aleppo, 
which  are  all  in  the  fame  quarter  of  the  town.  The  Armemans  and  Greeks  have  a 
bilhojj  in  tliis  city  ;  the  latter,  excepting  about  a  hundred  families,  are  of  the  Roman 
Greek  church. 

The  Jcwifh  fynagogue  feems  to  have  been  an  old  church,  and  fome  part  of  the  walls 
of  it  are  remains  of  an  antient  building  that  was  adorned  with  very  g(iod  Corinthian 
pilaiters,  and  probably  was  built  when  Chriilianity  was  hrft  eitabliflied  by  the  temporal 
power.  There  is  a  mofque  with  Corhithiau  pillars  in  it  of  a  Gothic  tafte,  which,  they 
lay,  was  a  church ;  and  adioining  to  it  are  remains  of  a  portico  or  cloifter  in  a  better 
ftyle;  it  is  near  the  great  mofque,  whicn,  they  fay,  was  the  cathedral  church,  and  is 
built  round  a  very  large  court ;  fo  that  probably  the  other  was  fome  building  belong- 
ing to  it. 

I  faw  in  ^Vleppo  a  bronze  flatue  of  Minerva,  about  two  feet  and  a  half  high,  but  the 
head  has  been  uroken  oft". 

The  Englifh  pafs  their  time  here  very  agreeably ;  and  in  the  excurfions  which  they 
make  for  pleafure  they  are  commonly  refpcded  by  the  Arabs,  Curdeens,  and  Turco- 
men,  there  being  very  few  inllances  of  their  having  been  plundered  by  them.  They 
live  very  fociably  with  one  another,  and  pafs  two  or  three  days  in  the  week  either  in  the 
gardens,  or  under  a  tent  in  the  country,  or  elfe  amufe  themfelves  in  the  feafon  with 
country  diverfions. 

I  had  a  very  good  profped  of  going  from  Aleppo  to  Palmyra :  having  mentioned  to 
the  conful  the  defire  I  had  to  make  this  journey,  he  told  me,  that  it  was  a  very  fortu- 
nate time  for  me ;  the  fheik,  or,  as  the  Europeans  call  him,  the  king  of  Palmyra, 
being  at  Aleppo,  and  that  he  had  a  very  good  intereft  in  him ;  he  was  accordingly 
applied  to,  and  faid,  that  if  I  would  (lay  fome  time  till  the  heat  of  the  feafon  was  over, 
he  would  take  care  that  I  fhould  fee  every  thing  without  the  leaft  danger.  It  is  pro- 
bable he  lorefaw  what  was  coming  upon  him ;  for  foon  afterwards  I  heard  that  he  had 
been  fupplanted  by  another  governor. 

Chap.  XVI.  —  Of  Aniab  ;  andof  Romkala,  on  the  Euphrates. 

I  SET  out  on  the  fourteenth  of  Augufl  northward  for  Antab,  and  went  about  a 
league  by  the  aqueduct,  in  order  to  join  the  caravan  at  Hafan,  where  we  lay  all 
night.  On  the  fifteenth  we  fet  forward,  and  foon  came  to  the  fountain  that  fupplies 
the  aquedud,  which  rifes  in  a  round  bafm  about  thirty  feet  in  diameter  ;  the  waters  are 
raifed  by  a  wall  built  round  it :  there  is  ari'.Jier  dream  that  rifes  further  off,  and  here 
unites  with  this  ;  in  about  an  hour  and  a  quarter  we  paiTed  by  Haifan-pacha.  Having 
travelled  above  two  hours  further,  I  faw  Arface  at  about  the  diftance  of  fix  miles  to 
the  weft,  in  the  way  from  Aleppo  to  Corns.  Arface  is  thought  by  fome  to  be  Minniza 
«f  the  Itinerary,  twenty-two  miles  from  Beroea,  and  twenty  from  Cyrrhus.     Khillis  is 

another 
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another  confiderable  town  this  way  which  I  did  not  fee  ;  It  is  computed  to  be  thirty-fir 
miles  north  of  Aleppo,  and  about  as  many  fouth  weft  of  Antab  ;  it  is  at  the  foot  of  mount 
Tawrus,  and  is  now  a  noted  mart  for  cottons.     At  the  diftance  of  ten  or  fifteen  miles 
from  it,  in  the  mountains  to  the  north  and  north  weft,  there  are  three  or  four  pafles 
defended  by  caftles,  conjectured,  from  the  architcfturc,  to  have  been  built  about  the 
time  of  Juftinian,  probably  to  keep  the   robbers  of  the  mountains  in  order.     A  few" 
years  ago  the  porte  made  a  pafha  of  Khillis,  in  order  to  reftrain  the  Curdeens,  who 
entirely  defeated  him  ;  and  it  is  now  under  the  ufual  government  of  an  aga ;   there  are 
no  remains  of  antiquity  about  it,  but  as  they  find  fcveral  medals  there,  it  is  probable, 
that  it  was  an  antient  town,  and  it  might  be  Chanuma  in  the  Tables,  though  it  may  be  , 
objefted  that  the  Tables  make  it  twenty  miles  from  Cyrrho,  whereas  the  place  nov/ 
called  ('orus,  fuppofed  to  be  the  antient  Cyrrhus,  is  but  ten  miles  weft  and  by  north 
from  Khillis.     I'he  Itinerary  makes  Cyrrho  forty-four  miles  from  Beroea,  and  places 
Minniza   between  them,  twenty  miles  from  the  latter,  which   confirms    the  opinion 
that  it  was  at  Arface.     Cyrrhus  was  the  antient  capital  of  the  country  called  from  it 
Cyrrheftica,     Corus  is  computed  to  be  about   thirty-fix   miles  north   north  weft  of 
Alep])o  ;  the  rivers  Sabon  and  Kphreen  run  near  the  town  *.     There  are  confiderable 
remains  of  the  antient  city.     About  a   league  further  we  palled  through  Ahtareea 
where  there  is  an  old  kane :  the  inhabitants  had  left  the  place  on  account  of  the  ravages 
of  the  Curdeens  ;  fome  of  them  being  gone  to  Aleppo,  and  others  to  Killis  ;   there  is 
a  little  hill  to  the  north  of  the  town,  round  which   thtre  is  a  wall  of  large  rough 
ftones,  which  is  fifteen  feet  high,  and,  without  doubt,  ferved  as  a  fortrefs  ;  and  I  fa\r 
fuch   hills   near  many   of  the   villages,  on   which  they  doubtlefs  fortified   themfelves 
agalaft  the  incurfions  of  robbers.     In  about  an  hour  and  a  half  we  came  to  Zelehcf, 
which  is  computed  to  be  eight  hours  from  Aleppo,  ten  from  Antab,  and  three  from 
Killis,  which  is  under  the  hills  1:0  the  north  welt.     It  was  with  great  diiHculty   I  got 
into  a  houfe ;  lor  they  apprehended  that  we  were  foldiers,  whom  they  expeded  there, 
to  levy  fome  taxes  on  them  ;  but  when  they  were  undeceived,  I  was  lodged  with  the 
chief  man  in  thc'  villaee. 

O 

On  the  fixtccnth  we  went  forward,  travelling  through  the  fame  fort  of  defert  coun- 
try, as  it  chiefly  appeared  to  be  in  the  way  fi'om  Aleppo,  though  as  the  harveft  was 
paft,  and  rhey  probablv  pull  up  the  corn  by  the  roots,  the  country  might  appear  worfe 
than  it  really  is  ;  but  there  were  very  few  trees  to  be  feen  in  all  this  road.  After  three 
hours  we  entered  in  between  low  hills,  and  went  an  hour  through  a  fine  narrow  vallej 
of  a  gooil  foil,  and  then  going  over  the  hills,  we  came  Into  the  plain  of  Sej(*r, 
through  which  there  runs  a  river  of  the  fume  name  to  the  ealt ;  the  village  of  Sejour 
is  beyond  this  Itream  at  the  foot  of  a  little  hill.  We  palled  over  three  channels  cut 
from  this  flreani.  in  order  to  carry  the  water  into  the  river  of  Aleppo,  over  w  hich  we 
pafl'ed  about  a  mile  further  ;  it  Is  here  a  larger  river  than  it  is  at  Aleppo,  many  ftreams 
being  carried  out  of  it  below  to  water  the  country;  as  1  was  informed  it  riles  about  two 
hours  fouth  eaft  of  Antab;  fome  Englifli  gentlemen  went  to  the  place  which  Is  called 
Hajar-Yadereen  or  Gadjeia,  where  they  ia\^'  the  rife  of  it  from  about  forty  fprlngs 
near  one  another ;  another  rivulet  runs  above  it,  which,  they  fuppofed,  was  the  Se- 
jour :  there  was  an  opinion   in  Golius's   time  that  thefe  Iprlngs  came  from  the  Eu- 

•  The  Epiirccn,  or  Afrin,  I  imngiiic,  f<rll  into  th;  hke  of  Aiitioch,  ruiiiin;;  unJcr  tlic  liiiiigc  called 
MorDt- Pallia;  but  a  gciiiUTiiai),  who  hat  olun  travclli-i3  tlioic  roads,  fays,  it  falls  into  a  lake  near  Hcrcm 
to  the  call  of  th«l  hike.  It  may  be  coiijedt'mcd,  that  thib  was  the  Labotas  of  Strabo  :  I  do  not  ccrlainly 
know  —licthcr  ilie  .Sabon  runs  into  tlie  Ephicen  or  not,  though  it  is  rcprelcntcd  fo ;  if  k  falls  into 
the  l.ikq  of  Antloch,  it  i«  [irobablc  that  it  mm  uwdcr  the  bridge  called  Morat-ralha. 
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phrates.  We  went  over  fome  low  hills  in  the  plain  called  Zaal-houn,  and  pafled  a 
river  of  that  name,  which  riles  about  an  hour  to  the  weft,  and  runs  eaflward  ;  we 
came  to  the  village  of  Zaal-houn,  where  we  flayed  all  night,  and  on  the  fevcnteenth 
proceeded  on  our  journey,  and  after  travelling  an  hour,  we  went  up  the  hills  by  a 
gentle  afcent,  anil  paiTed  over  two  flreams :  in  about  an  hour  we  defcended  the  hills, 
pafled  a  (kirt  of  the  valley,  and  left  the  village  of  Murravan  on  the  right  ;  near  which 
is  Orrour,  a  village  of  Armenians,  who  have  a  church  there  ;  we  afccnded  the  hill, 
and  came  down  on  Antab.  The  Arabic  language  is  fpoke  very  little  north  of  Aleppo  : 
about  half  way  between  that  place  and  Antab  we  came  to  a  village  that  talked  Arabic, 
and  foon  after  to  another  that  fpoke  Turkifh  ;  but  molt  of  them  underftand  both  lan- 
guages. I  had  a  letter  to  an  Armenian  merchant  at  Antab,  who  came  to  fee  me, 
Ihewed  me  every  thing  about  the  town,  and  entertained  me  that  eyening  in  a  very  ele- 
gant manner  at  liis  houfe. 

Antab  jfe' thought  to  be  the  antient  Antiochia  ad  Taurum  in  Comagena,  which  was 
ercded  into  a  fmall  l<ingdom  by  the  Romans,  when  they  made  the  red  ot  Syria  a  pro- 
vince., This  town  is  f^tuatcd  on  two  hills,  and  the  valley  between  them,  and  is  about 
tfiree  miles  in  circumfel*ence ;  the  fmall  river  Sejour  runs  by  the  town,  and  is  conveyed 
to  the  higher  parts  of  it  by  aquedufts  carried  round  the  hills,  which  branch  out  from 
ihe  river  above  the  town  ;  there  are  many  hue  fprings  that  rife  about  this  place.  The 
air  of  Antab  is  efleemed  to  be  very  good  ;  the  people  live  moftly  on  the  hills,  and  have 
their  ihops  in  the  valley ;  which  being  built  at  the  foot  of  the  hills,  and  having  Hat 
roofs,  one  infenfiblv  defcends  upon  them,  and  on  the  covered  ftreets  which  are  between 
them  ;  fo  that  it  furprifes  any  one  when  he  imagines  that  he  is  walking  on  the  ground, 
to  look  down  through  holes,  which  give  light  to  the  ftreets,  and  fee  people  walking 
below. 

There  is  a  ftrong  old  caflle  on  a  round  hill,  with  a  deep  folfe  about  it  cut  out  of 
the  rock  ;  it  is  in  one  refped  different  from  all  thefe  kind  of  callles  I  have  feen  ;  for 
within  the  fofl'e  there  is  a  covered  way,  the  bottom  of  which  is  about  the  fame  height 
with  the  ground  on  the  outfide  of  the  foffe  ;  great  part  of  it  is  cut  out  of  the  rock,  the 
reft  being  built  and  arched  with  hewn  ftone  ;  from  this  covered  way  the  hill  is  cafed 
all  the  way  up  with  hewn  ftone,  as  defcribed  at  Hems.  They  have  here  a  confiderable 
manufacture  of  coarfe  Itamped  callicoes.  The  Chriftians  are  all  of  the:  Armenian 
communion,  as  they  are  every  where  to  the  north  of  Aleppo  ;  they  have  a  church 
here,  and  fpeak  Turkifti,  as  they  do  in  almoft  all  the  villages  between  Aleppo  and 
Antab  ;  and  from  this  place  northward  the  Arabic  language  is  not  fpokcn.  As  they 
lind  many  medals  here  it  is  a  proof  of  the  antiquity  of  this  city  ;  they  are  chiefly  of 
the  Syrian  kings,  and  fome  alio  of  the  kings  of  Cappadocia  ;  this  town  is  in  the  high 
road  to  Ezroun  or  Erzeron,  which  is  towards  the  rife  of  the  Euphrates,  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  ten  days  journey.  It  is  fuppofed  that  Erzeron  is  the  old  Theodofiopolis,  and 
that  it  changed  its  nam.",  when  the  people  of  Artze  near  it  retired  to  that  place, 
after  their  town  was  dcilroyed.  At  a  place  called  Serpent,  among  the  Mountains, 
about  fix  hours  to  the  north,  they  find  a  fort  of  marble,  that  has  been  thought  to 
refemble  porphyry  ;  I  procured  a  piece  of  it ;  it  is  a  marble  of  a  very  pale  red  colour, 
with  fome  fmall  fpots  in  it  of  white,  and  a  deeper  red,  and  of  a  pale  yellow. 

On  the  feventeenth,  about  two  hours  before  midnight,  I  fet  out  towards  the  Eu- 
phrates, in  company  with  two  Turks,  who  were  going  that  way,  there  being  fome 
danger  in  the  road  ;  we  palTed  the  river  Sejour,  travelled  an  hour  between  the  hills, 
and  as  long  through  a  plain ;  we  afterwards  afcended  for  about  two  hours  between 
the  hills,  and  defcended  into  a  narrow  valley,  in  which  we  were  under  fome  apprehen- 
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fions,  as  it  had  ufually  been  a  harbour  for  rogues.  In  about  an  hour  we  came  to  the 
village  of  Aril,  by  which  there  runs  a  ftream  of  the  fame  name  ;  we  came  to  another 
valley,  palled  by  Carrat,  and  having  gone  about  an  hour  and  a  half  further,  came  to 
ilyain,  where  we  repofed  in  a  grove  near  a  fpring,  until  about  four  in  the  evening ; 
this  place  is  famous  for  a  large  fort  of  imperial  pears  called  the  Hyam  pears.  We 
afcended  a  ileep  hill,  and  having  travelled  on  the  top  of  the  rocky  jnountains  for  about 
two  hours,  dcfcended  into  a  valley ;  on  the  further  fide  of  it  is  a  village,  which  is 
moftly  under  ground,  called  The  Village  of  Piftachio  Nuts,  becaufe  piltachio  trees 
grow  wild  about  it ;  we  pafTed  over  mountains,  and  came  into  another  valley,  and  gomg 
up  the  hills  again  arrived  at  Jobar,  where  we  ftaid  all  night ;  and  as  there  was  a  Turki/li 
man  and  woman  of  this  village  in  our  company,  we  were  received  with  much  civility; 
and  after  fupper,  the  whole  village  came  and  fat  round  the  carpet,  and  one  of  them 
played  on  a  tambour,  and  fung  a  Curdeen  fong. 

On  the  nineteenth  we  travelled  half  an  hour  on  the  hill,  and  defcended  into  a  deep 
vale,  in  which  the  river  Simeren  runs  j  from  this  vale  we  afcended  up  to  Romkala, 
which  is  about  twelve  leagues  to  the  eall:  north  eafl  of  Antab.  This  road  is  moftly 
over  mountains,  which  may  be  reckoned  the  foot  of  mount  Taurus. 

Romkala  [The  Greek  caftle]  is  fituated  on  the  Euphrates  ;  the  river  Simeren,  which 
conies  from  the  weft,  and  falls  into  the  Euphrates  at  this  place,  feems  to  be  the  river 
Singas,  which,  according  to  Ptolemy,  runs  into  the  Euphrates  in  the  fame  degree  of 
latitude,  in  which  Antiochia  ad  Taurum  is  fituated,  though  indeed  this  place  is  more 
to  the  north  than  that  city.  Ptolemy  fays,  that  the  river  Singas  rifes  at  the  mountain  of 
Pieria  ;  I  was  informed  that  this  river  rifes  about  two  hours  from  Antab,  and  it  is 
probable  Singa  was  at  the  rife  of  it.  If  this  was  the  Singas,  Samofata,  the  capital  of 
Comagena,  was  fixteen  minutes  north  of  it,  according  to  Ptolemy ;  but  I  could  find 
no  account  of  any  ruins  of  that  place,  which  is  faid  to  be  forty  miles  to  the  fouih  of 
the  catarafts  of  the  Euphrates,  where  it  pafles  mount  Taurus ;  I  could  get  no  account 
of  thefe  catarafts ;  they  are  probably  only  fome  fmall  falls  of  water,  occafioned  by 
rocks  that  crofs  the  bed  of  the  river.  Samofata  is  famous  for  having  given  birth  to 
Lucian,  and  Paulus  Samofatenus,  the  heretical  biihop  of  Antioch ;  it  was  alfo  the 
ftation  ofthefeventh  Roman  legion.  If  the  river  at  Romkala  was  the  Singas,  Zeugma, 
according  to  Ptolemy,  was  twenty  minutes  fouth  of  it,  which  agrees  very  well  with 
the  fituation  of  that  place.  For  after  I  had  left  Beer,  I  enquired  if  there  was  any  place 
on  the  I'.uplirates  of  that  name ;  and  I  was  informed,  that  about  twelve  miles  above 
Beer  there  was  a  place  called  Zima ;  and  alking  if  there  were  anv  figns  of  a  bridge 
there,  I  was  afl'ured,  that,  when  the  water  is  low,  they  fee  on  each  fide  qfthe  fiyej-, 
the  ruins  of  a  pier,  which  may  poflibly  be  the  remains  of  this  bridge.  It  is  prob'atylei 
that  there  was  no  tov.n  at  the  mouth  o{  the  river  Singas,  becaufe  Ptolemy  mentions 
none  on  the  Euphrates  in  the  fame  latitude,  but  puts  down  Urima  as  ten  miles  to  The 
north,  and  Arudis  as  fiv(' miles  fouth.  '  1 

The  caftle  of  Romkala,  though  much  ruined,  is  worthy  of  the  curiofity  of  a  traveli 
ler;  it  was  probably  the  work  of  the  Greek  emperors,  from  whom  it  may  have  receivec? 
it6  name.  This  caftle  was  probably  in  the  country  called  Cyrrheftica,  becaufe  Urima, 
ten  miles  north  ol  it,  was  in  that  part  of  Svria  ;  that  is,  on  a  fuppofition  that  the  river 
which  falls  into  the  Euphrates  here,-  was  the  river  Si  igas.  I'he  raftle  is  fituated  at 
the  north  en  1  of  a  chain  of  mountains  over  the  river;  the  mountain  here  is  narrow, 
and  the  part  on  which  the  caftle  ftands  is  f<  parated  from  the  mountains  to  the  foulh, 
by  a  very  extraordmary  deep  foffe  cut  in  the  rock  ;  it  is  faid,  there  was  a  defign  to 
have  funk  it  fo  low,  that  part  of  the  river  Simeren  fliould  have  run  that  way,  and  made 
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the  place  an  ifland,  which  feems  not  to  be  fo  difficult  as  what  has  been  aheady 
done.  The  afcent  is  on  the  weft  fide,  where  there  are  tour  terraces  cut  in  the  rock 
one  over  another,  with  a  gateway  to  each  of  them,  fome  of  which  are  double,  many 
of  them  are  entirely  cut  out  of  the  rock,  and  others  only  in  part ;  the  terraces  are 
made  with  a  gcnile  afcent,  and  fteps  from  one  terrace  to  another  ;  there  is  alfo  a  great 
afcent  within  the  caftle  walls.  There  are  two  churches  in  the  caiHe  ;  the  lower  one 
feems  to  be  the  more  anticnt,  and  confifts  of  three  naves  ;  the  well  end  of  the  middle 
nave  is  adorned  with  an  angular  pediment,  and  the  fide  ones  with  a  half  pediment, 
which  from  this  appears  to  be  the  ftylc  of  the  Greeks  ;  and  it  may  be  fuppofed  that 
Palladio  borrowed  this  kind  of  architecture  from  them.  On  the  top  of  the  hill  there 
are  fome  very  magnificent  old  buildings,  and  a  fmall  church  in  a  Gothic  taftc,  though 
Tcry  grand.  This  church  on  fome  certain  davs  is  much  rcforted  to  by  the  neighbour- 
ing Chriftipjis,  and  is  called  Der  Nafite,  from  which  one  would  imagine,  that  there 
was  antiently  a  convent  here.  This  church  is  almofl:  a  fquare  ;  and  there  are  two 
chapels  on  each  fide  of  the  high  altar ;  the  afcent  to  the  church  is  by  a  flight  of  eight 
•fteps  on  each  fide  to  a  landing  place ;  at  the  bottom  of  thefe  flights,  there  are  two  great 
oftagon  pillars  with  Gothic  capitals. 

Another  curiofity  in  this  caftle,  is  a  very  large  well,  which  is  now  partly  filled  up  ; 
they  fay,  that  the  bottom  of  it  was  on  a  level  with  the  bed.  of  the  Euphrates,from  which 
It  was  fupplied ;  and  when  the  river  is  low,  they  fee  fome  ftone  work  of  the  canal 
that  conveyed  the  water  to  it,  and  there  are  private  pafikges  down  to  the  river.  The 
rock  to  the  north  eafl  and  fouth  is  cut  do^vn  perpendicular,  and  the  wdl  is  built  on  it.- 
The  whole  caftle,  which  is  about  half  a  mile  in  compafs,  is  entirely  built  of 
hewn  ftone  rufticated.  This  caftle  has  been  made  ufe  of  by  the  Turks  as  a  place  of 
banifhment  for  great  men  in  difgrace ;  and  when  I  was  there,  it  was  the  hard  fate  of 
lonam  Cogia  to  be  confined  in  it,  who  had  been  captain  baftia  or  high  admiral  of  the 
grand  fignor's  forces,  and  was  an  old  experienced  oflicer  of  great  abilities. 

The  Euphrates,  called  by  the  Turks  Morad,  and  by  the  Arabs  Fara,  is  here  con- 
fined between  hills,  and  is  not  above  a  furlong  broad  in  this  place  ;  this  river  rifes 
much  after  rains,  and  fometimes  even  to  the  height  of  fifteen  feet  perpendicular  :  there 
are  high  clifts  on  each  fide,  from  which  there  is  a  defcent  to  the  river  by  fandy  banks. 
The  water  is  of  a  pale  green  colour,  and  the  bed  of  a  fpangling  fand.  The  ferry  boats 
here  are  very  deep  :  the  ftern  of  them  is  broad,  and  being  left  open  for  the  cattle  to  go 
in,  appear  like  a  common  boat  with  one  end  cut  off. 

Chap.  XVII.  —  Of  Mcfopotam'm   in  general  ;    of  Ourfa,  ihe  antlent  Edejfa  ;    and    of 

Beer. 

"WE  croffed  the  Euphrates  at  Romkala  into  Mefopotamia  on  the  nineteenth.  This 
country  had  the  fame  name  among  the  Hebrews  as  Syria,  being  called  Aram,  and  alfo 
Padan  Aram,  though  fometimes  it  is  more  plainly  diftinguiflied  from  Syria  by  being 
called  Aram  Naharaim,  or  Aram  of  the  rivers  *. 

From  the  Euphrates  we  afcended  the  hills  through  plantations  of  piftachio  nuts,  and 
travelling  about  an  hour  and  a  half  in  a  ftony  road,  came  to  an  Armenian  village  called 
Gibeen,  where  there  is  a  very  antient  church  well  built  of  hewn  ftone ;  there  is  alfo  an 
enclofure  of  high  walls  to  the  fouth  of  it,  where  there  feem  to  have  been  lodgings  for 
monks,  for  they   have  a  tradition  that  it  was  a  monaftery  j  and  without  the  village 

•    *  Gen.xjsir,  10.    Deut.  wiii.  4, 
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there  are  ruins  of  another  church  near  a  large  cemetery,  where  the  graves  are 
cut  into  the  rock,  and  have  flone  covers  over  them.  There  are  a  great  number  of 
vineyards  near  the  village,  which  bear  excellent  grapes.  The  pricfts  here  were  very 
civil  to  us,  and  I  hired  a  Chriftian  that  belonged  to  the  church  to  go  with  us  to 
Ourfa  :  we  went  about  an  hour  to  a  fmall  village  called  Arra,  where  a  great  Turk 
was  buildincr  a  larre  houfe  out  of  the  ruins  of  an  old  church  and  convent.  We 
went  on  about  two  hours,  and  came  to  a  fummer  village  of  country  people,  whofe 
huts  were  made  of  loofe  ftones  covered  with  reeds  and  boughs  ;  their  winter  village 
being  on  the  fide  of  a  hill  at  fome  diftance,  confiding  of  very  low  houfes.  They 
chufe  thefe  places  for  the  convenience  of  being  with  their  cattle,  and  that  they  may  be 
more  out  of  the  high  road.  At  hril  they  were  afraid  left  we  were  people  belonging 
to  the  pafha,  who  had  lately  taken  away  two  men  by  force  out  of  their  village  to  fend 
them  to  the  war ;  but  when  they  knew  who  we  were,  they  were  very  well  fatisfied  ;  and 
I  lay  on  my  carpet  near  one  of  their  houfes. 

On  the  twentieth  we  came  in  an  hour  to  a  village  called  Negrout,  where  there  is  an 
old  well  built  church  ;  in  an  hour  more  we  paffed  by  Kifelbourge,  and  defcending  into 
a  narrow  valley,  came  in  an  hour  to  Bebc-bourg,  where  I  faw  the  ruins  of  a  church, 
and  a  little  further  thofe  of  another,  and  beyond  this  fome  ruins  on  a  hill  ;  we  travelled 
an  hour  and  came  to  Goloufha,  and  in  half  an  hour  more  to  UagouIy,and  afterwards 
to  Zoumey  at  the  fame  diffancc,  and  going  half  a  league  further  we  came  to  an  en- 
campment of  Rufhowins,  a, fort  of  herdfmen  ;  thefe  were  Curdeens.  Here  we  llaid 
part  of  the  day  near  one  of  their  tents.  We  went  about  four  hours  along  a  plain, 
pafTmg  near  feveral  villages  ;  we  afcended  a  hill,  and  in  half  an  hour  came  to  fome 
confiderable  ruins  on  a  hill  to  the  left,  at  the  foot  of  which  there  is  a  ruined  church. 
Travelling  an  hour  further  we  came  to  another  ruined  place  cidled  Rulik,  where  there 
were  two  houfes,  one  of  which  feemcd  to  be  built  on  a  fepulchre,  with  an  arched  en- 
trance, and  near  them  is  a  church  almolf  entire.  Here  fome  Curdeen  Rufhowins  were 
taking  care  of  their  corn,  and  one  of  them  fliewed  us  the  way  to  the  irtents,  which  were 
near  a  mile  further,  and  very  numerous  ;  we  were  well  received  by  them,  and  they 
brought  us  a  fort  of  grout  and  four  milk.  They  performed  fome  ceremonies  of  beat- 
ing pans,  and  praying,  which  they  told  me  was  on  account  of  fome  change  of  the  moon  : 
I  lay  near  fome  of  their  tents. 

On  the  twenty-firft  we  fet  out,  and  after  travelling  fome  time  we  came  to  the  head 
of  a  rivulet  called  Burac  ;  we  went  along  a  vale,  and  came  to  a  caufeway  about  ten 
feet  high,  made  with  hewn  ftone,  which  feemed  to  be  an  antient  work  ;  beyond  it 
there  is  a  wide  arch  turned  over  the  rivulet, which  ferves  both  for  a  bridge  and  aqueduft 
to  convey  the  water  to  Ourfa.  This  bridge  is  very  near  the  city  walls,  and  there  are 
two  more  of  the  fame  kind  further  to  the  north,  which  convey  the  water  to  the  higher 
parts  of  the  town. 

We  arrived  at  Ourfa,  where  I  was  recommended  to  a  Tu/k,  and  alfo  to  a  Chriflian, 
who  was  fecretary  to  the  pafha  ;  he  preifed  me  to  go  home  with  him,  where  I  was 
handfomely  entertained  on  the  terrace  of  his  houfe,  and  took  up  my  lodging 
with   him. 

This  place  is  called  Ourfa,  by  the  Arabs,  but  the  Turks  give  It  the  name  of  Roiha 
or  Rouha.  It  is  generally  agreed  to  be  the  antient  city  of  Edefla  ;  and  many  learned 
men,  and  the  Jews  univerfally  are  of  opinion,  that  it  is  Ur  of  the  Chaldees.  The  latter 
fay,  thai  this  place  is  called  in  fcripture  Ourcafdin,  that  is,  the  fire  of  Chalda:a,  out  of 
which,  they  fay  God  brought  Abraham ;  and  on  this  account  the  Talmudilts  aihrm, 
tliat  Abraham  was  here  cafl  into  the  fire,  and  was  miraculoufly  delivered.  This  place 
2  fcems 
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ft-ems  to  have  retained  Its  antient  name,  as  many  others  have  clone ;  EJeflTa  being  the 
name  oivcn  it  by  the  Greeks:  ho\vever,the  name  of  this  city  feenis  to  have  been  changed 
in  honour  of  one  of  the  kings  of  Svria,of  the  name  of  Antiochus,  and  to  have  been  called 
Antiochia.  The  famous  fountain  Callirrhoe  being  here,  this  city  was  dift inguilhed  from 
others  bv  the  name  of  Antiochia  ad  Callirrhocn,  and  there  are  medals  which  were 
ftruck  with  this  name,though,  if  it  had  not  been  explained  by  Pliny  *,  it  would  be  diflicult 
to  have  known  what  place  was  meant.  This  city  is  remarkable  on  account  of  the 
death  of  the  emperor  Caracalla. 

Ourfa  is  built  on  part  of  two  hills,  and  in  the  valley  between  them,  at  the  fouth 
welt  corner  of  a  fine  plain,  which  appears  more  beautiful,  becaufe  all  the  other  parts 
about  it  are  rocky,  or  mountainous ;  the  town  is  about  three  miles  in  circumference, 
encompafled  with  antient  walls,  defended  by  fquare  towers.  On  the  north  fide  there 
is  a  very  deep  foflee,  which  feems  to  be  the  bed  of  a  winter  torrent  coming  from  the 
well ;  on  the  call  this  folfee  is  not  fo  deep,  there  being  much  morafly  ground  on  that 
fide:  the  hill  on  which  the  caftle  ftands  is  to  the  fouth:  fome  parts  of  the  town  are 
tolerably  well-built,  though  it  is  not  well  laid  out.  The  great  beauty  of  it  confifts  in 
fome  fine  fprings  that  rife  very  plentifully  between  two  hills,  and  at  the  very  walls  of 
the  city :  one  is  confined  fo  as  to  form  a  fine  oblong  fquare  bafon  of  water,  is  very 
-clear,  and  full  of  fifh,  which  fwim  about  in  (hoals,  the  Mahometans  not  permitting  any 
of  them  to  be  caught.  There  is  a  walk  on  the  fouth  fide  of  it,  and  on  the  north  a 
very  beaudful  mofque,  and  an  open  colonade  between  the  court  that  belongs  to  it,  and 
the  water  ;  they  have  fome  llory,  that  Abraham  came  here  after  he  would  have  facri- 
ficed  his  fon,  and  the  fpring  rofe  on  his  coming  to  this  place  :  one  part  of  the  mofque 
is  elleemed  very  holy,  and  it  would  be  exceedingly  difficult  for  any  Chriflian  to  obtain 
leave  to  go  into  it.  At  a  fmall  diftance  fouth  of  this,  there  is  an  irregular  bafon  ot 
water  full  of  "fifh  likevidfe;  from  each  of  them  a  ftream  runs  eaflward  through  the  city, 
and  ferves  for  common  ufes,  and  to  water  their  gardens  ;  thefe  waters  are  very  foul 
when  they  have  pail'ed  the  city.  Thefe  waters  are  now  called  Ariklan,  and  muft  be 
the  famous  Callirrhoe  of  the  antients  ;  and  probably  may  be  the  river  Scirto,  mentioned 
by  an  author  f.of  later  date,  as  wafhing  the  walls  of  the  town. 

The  caftle  is  fituated  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  city,  at  the  begnning  of  a  chain  of 
hills  which  run  fouthward :  the  afcent  is  very  fteep,  and  there  is  a  deep  foflee  cut  into 
the  rock  on  three  fides  of  it ;  the  caflle  is  about  half  a  mile  in  circumference,  but  there 
is  nothing  remarkable  in  it,  except  two  very  lofty  Corinthian  pillars  with  their  bafes, 
the  capitals  of  which  are  fine  ;  the  columns  conlifl;  of  twenty-fix  ftones,  each  about 
one  foot  fix  inches  thick  ;  they  are  probably  the  remains  of  a  portico  belonging  to 
lome  large  temple.  There  is  a  tradition  that  the  throne  of  Nimrod  flood  on  thefe 
pillars  ;  it  is  certain,  however,  that  Tamerlane  crcded  fome  trophies  on  them.  From 
thk  caftle  there  is  a  very  delightful  profpect  of  the  city,  the  water,  the  gardens,  and 
the  fine  plain  to  the  north,  which  make  it  in  every  refped  a  very  charming  place. 
Towards  the  eaft  end  of  the  city  I  faw  fome  Corinthian  pillars  ftanding  which  might 
belong  to  a  temple  :  to  the  fouth  of  the  caftle  the  hills  are  higher.  There  are  a  great 
number  of  fepulchral  grots  cut  in  them  for  a  confiderable  way,  which  are  a  proof  that 
this  was  a  very  populous  city  in  antient  times.  Some  ecclefiaitlcal  hiilorlans  mention, 
that  Abgarus,  king  of  Edefla,  fent  a  letter  to  our  Saviour  ;  and  there  is  a  ciftern  near 
the  town,  concerning  which   they  have  a  confufed  Itory,  that  the  meflenger  who  was 

Arabia  fupradifta  habet  oppida,  EdefTam,   quse  quondam  Aotiochia  ciiccbatuo  Callirrhoen  a  fonie 
nominatam  ;  Carraj  clade  Crafli  nobilet.     Plin.  Nat.  lib.  v.  21. 
t  Procopius,  ii.  -j. 
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returning  with  an  anfwer  from  our  Saviour,  being  attacked  by  rogues,  dropped  the 
letter  into  this  ciftern  ;  and,  they  lay,  the  waters  of  it  fince  that  time  have  had  an  extra- 
ordinary virtue,  efpecially  in  all  foul  and  fcrophulous  diforders ;  but  the  truth  of  this 
whole  ftory  has  been  much  queflioned.  There  are  feveral  medals  found  here  of  the  kings 
of  Edeffa,  of  the  name  of  Abgarus,  whofe  crown  or  tiara,  is  of  a  very  particular 
form. 

This  place  is  the  refidence  of  a  pafha,  who  not  only  commands  the  greatefl:  part,  if 
not  all  Mefopotamia,  but  alio  a  confidcrable  tracf  of  country  to  the  weft  of  it  as  far 
as  Antab :  there  is  a  great  trade  in  this  place,  as  it  is  the  only  town  in  all  thefe  parts 
for  a  confiderable  diftance,  and  as  it  is  the  great  thoroughfare  into  Perfia.  They  pre- 
pare Turkey  leather  here,  efpecially  the  yellow  fort,  for  which  they  were  formerly 
famous.  There  are  a  confiderable  number  of  Armenian  Chriftians  in  the  city  who 
have  two  churches,  one  large  one  in  the  city,  the  other  at  fome  diftance  from  it  ;  in 
the  latter  they  ftiewed  me  the  tomb  of  a  great  faint,  whom  they  call  Ibrahim.  As^ 
Ephraim  Syrus  was  a  deacon  ofEdefta,  it  may  be  concluded  that  is  the  tomb  of  that 
father  of  the  church. 

Ourfa  is  about  three  days  journey  from  Diarbeck,  which  is  fituate  on  the  Tigris,  and 
probably  is  Dorbeta  of  Ptolemy,  mentioned  as  the  moft  northern  place  on  the  ligris, 
and  thirty  minutes  north  of  Edeffa  ;  it  gives  the  name  of  the  Diaibeclcier  to  all  this 
country;  the  Tigris  is  navigable  from  Diarbeck  to  Mouful,  faid  to  be  the  antient  Nineveh; 
from  that  city  to  Bagdat  they  carry  on  the  navigation  with  floats  of  timber  tied  together 
on  (kins  of  Iheep  and  goats  filled  with  wind  ;  the  goods  which  they  carry  are  moftly 
hemp,  foap,  coarfe  callicoes,  which  they  weave  and  print  there,  and  Turkev  leather, 
efpecially  the  yellow  fort,  which  they  make  in  great  perfeftion.  The  Capuchins  have 
a  fmall  convent  at  Diarbeck ;  there  are  a  great  number  of  Armenians  in  that  town,  who 
call  the  place  Keramit. 

The  Tables  place  Carras  twenty-fix  miles  from  Edefla,  which  is,  without  doubt,  the 
town  now  called  Harran  or  Heren.  This  place  is  remarkable  for  the  entire  defeat  of 
Cralfus  and  the  Roman  army,  by  Surena  the  Parthian  general  *.  The  Jews  fay,  that 
this  Harran  is  llaran  of  the  holy  fcripture  f,  to  which  Terah  the  father  of  Abraham 
went  up  with  his  family  from  Ur  of  the  Chaldees,  and  died  there  J.  St.  Jerom  alio  is 
of  the  fame  opinion,  and  many  other  authors  of  great  credit ;  and  the  prefent  name  feems 
to  confirm  it. 

On  the  twenty-fecond  of  Auguft  we  fet  out  to  the  fnuth  weft,  and  travelled  through 
a  country  very  thinly  inhabited  :  we  went  halt  an  hour  in  a  fine  paved  roatl  on  the 
fide  of  a  hill  over  a  narrow  valley,  and  travelling  along  vales  and  over  hills  for  about 
five  hours,  we  pafieil  by  fi^me  cottages  where  they  were  fanning  their  corn  ;  we  then 
entered  a  narrow  vale  between  the  hills,  and  came  into  a  plain,  in  which  we  dined  near 
a  well :  we  went  on  to  Chermelick,  which  was  formerly  a  large  village,  but  now  there 
remain  in  it  only  two  or  three  cottages,  a  kane,  and  a  handfome  mofque  ;  to  the  north 
of  it  there  is  a  fine  rivulet,  and  to  the  weft  of  the  village  a  hill,  on  which,  they  lav, 
there  was  a  fort  held  for  fome  time  by  a  rebel  palha.  We  went  about  an  hour  and  a 
half  to  an  encampment  of  Rulhowins,  called  Kolejoly  ;  1  lav  near  one  of  their  tents. 
On  the  twenty-third  we  travelled  over  a  plain,  came  in  three  hours  to  a  delcent,  and 
travelled  two  hours  more  through  an  uneven  country  encompaft'ed  with  hills,  in  which 
we  pafVed  the  beds  of  feveral  winter  torrents.     We  came  to  the  hill  over  Beer,  where 

•  See  note,  p.  534.  t  Gen.  xi.  28.  31.  ;{   Gen.  xv.  7. 
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there  is  a  fine  fpring  which  is  conveyed  down  to  the  gardens  of  Beer,  and  to  every  part 
of  the  town. 

Beer  is  OMnputed  to  be  about  fixtecn  leagues  weft  fouth  weft  of  Ourfa,  and  is 
fituatcd  on  the  fide  of  the  hills,  over  the  eallern  banks  of  the  Euphrates.  The  great 
plenty  of  water,  togetlier  with  the  fine  country  along  that  river,  and  the  iilands  in  it, 
make  this  vcrv  place  agreeable.  It  is  called  lieerjick  by  the  Turks,  and  may  be  Thiar  of 
the  Tables,  ?.nd  Barlinnpfe  of  Ptolemy,  which  leems  probable  on  coniparing  the  latitude 
of  that  place  with  Edefla  *. 

Beer  is  moll  rcmarknble  for  a  ftrong  antient  caftlc,  in  which  there  is  a  coUeftion  of 
thofe  arms  and  weapons,  which  were  ufed  before  the  invention  of  gunpowder ;  there 
are  many  bundles  of  arrows  with  iron  points  of  different  fizes  ;  to  fome  there  is  a  fort 
of  combudible  matter  of  briniftone,  and  other  things,  made  in  a  triangular  form  bound 
in  a  piece  of  cloth,  and  tied  on  the  arrow  near  the  point ;  this  being  lighted,  and 
fliot  from  the  bows  in  order  to  fet  fire  to  the  buildings  of  a  town  ;  they  had  another 
fort  of  long  arrows,  at  the  end  of  which  iron  bottles  were  fixed  with  wires,  filled 
with  the  fame  combuftible  matter,  w  hich  being  fet  on  fire  were  fliot  from  their  bows  : 
the  crofs  bows  are  about  five  feet  long  ;  the  bow  itfelf  being  almolt  ftrait.  There  are 
feveral  large  iron  cafqucs=,  and  fome  coats  of  mail,  made  of  fmall  pieces  of  thick 
leather  fewed  together,  fo  as  to  make  a  h<iop  ;  feveral  of  thefe  hoops  joined  together 
formed  the  coat :  there  are  alfo  many  flings,  large  enough  to  throw  great  balls  of 
ftone  of  a  foot  diameter,  fome  of  which  ftcnes  I  faw  in  the  caftle  ;  there  are  cords 
tied  to  the  flings,  fo  that  they  mult  have  been  managed  by  fome  machine.  INIany 
have  been  of  opinion  that  thefe  were  antient  Roman  weapons ;  and  it  is  certain  they 
very  well  agree  with  the  defcription  Ammianus  Marcellinus  gives  of  them  ;  but  as  it 
may  be  fuppofed  that  the  Romans  brought  theie  arms  to  the  greateil  perfecl:ion,  and 
as  one  fees  on  the  arrows  many  papers  witli  Arabick  and  other  eaftern  languages  wrote 
on  them,  it  may  be  reafonably  concluded,  that  they  are  the  arms  which  happened  to  be 
in  the  caftle  when  fire  arms  were  firft  invented  f. 

This  place  is  the  great  paffage  over  the  Euphrates  from  Aleppo  to  Ourfa,  Diarbcck, 
and  Perfia.  There  was  formerly  a  trade  carried  on  fiom  Beer  to  Bagdat,  by  two 
or  three  great  boats,  that  went  loaded  yearly  "with  the  fame  merchandizes  that 
are  carried  from  Diarbeck ;  but,  for  a  year  or  two  paft,  this  trade  has  been  in- 
termitted. 

I  had  a  troublefome  affair  on  my  hands  at  this  place,  which  I  will  relate  particularly, 
as  it  will  give  an  infight  into  the  nature  of  thefe  fort  of  people.  I  had  a  letter  to  the 
aga  at  Beer,  to  defire  his  leave  that  I  might  fee  the  caftle,  which  I  fent  to  him  ;  and 
he  anfwercd,  it  I  would  come  to  his  houie,  he  would  fend  a  man  with  me.  1  accord- 
ingly went,  and  he  fent  me  word,  that  certain  prcfents  of  cloth  muft  be  made  to  him, 
his  hafnadar,  the  cadi,  and  aga  of  the  caftle.  I  fent  word,  that  I  had  brought  no  cloth 
with  me ;  on  which  he  laid  I  might  go  and  fee  the  caftle  ;  and  the  aga's  fecretary 
was  going  with  me  ;  but  the  aga's  fon  being  unwilling  that  he  ftiould  have  a  fee,  feut 
a  mellage  after  me,  that  I  mult  prefent  the  cadi  an  hafnadar,  on  which  I  returned  to 
the  kane.     In  about  two  hours  after  ilie  aga  fent  a  man  to  conduct  me  to  the  caftle, 

••  Ptolemy  places  Barfampfe  in  the  degree  of  36-15,  though  ^Xr.  Maundrel  fays,Beer  ii  in  the  degree  of 
37-10,  but  I  d',)  not  know  on  what  autliority. 

•{•  Some  gentlemen  who  law  thefe  things  in  17C2,  mention  that  there  were  Arabic  iiifcriptions  on 
feme  of  the  helmets  to  this  purpofe  ;  "  That  they  vrere  made  by  order  of  king  Dahr,  and  tliat  they  had 
''  on  them  tlic  lion  asd  tiger,  which  were  his  enfigns  of  war.'' 
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where  every  thing  was  fhowa  to  me,  except  the  anus ;  they  preteitded  that  the  paflia 
had  the  key  of  them  ;  but  1  found  that  was  only  a  pretence,  and  that  if  I  would 
prefent  the  aga  of  the  caftle  about  the  value  of  a  guinea,  I  might  fee  them  ;  which  I 
complied  with,  and  brought  away  fome  of  the  arrows  according  to  cullom.  Soon 
after  my  return  to  the  kane,  a  meffage  came,  that  the  aga  d', Tired  to  fee  me,  for,  with- 
out doubt,  they  had  heard  what  I  gave  to  the  aga  of  the  caftle  ;  but  I  w-as  conJucled 
to  the  mofolem,  an  officer  under  the  aga,  who  aiked  me,  if  I  knew  that  I  ought  not 
to  have  fean  the  cadle  without  the  aga's  letive.  I  told  him,  that  the  aga  had  fcnt 
his  fervant  to  conduct  me  to  the  caftle  ;  he  then  faid,  I  mull  make  prefents  to  the 
aga  and  to  him ;  and  i*^  I  had  not  cloth  I  might  give  it  in  money.  I  anfwered,  that 
I  had  only  money  enough  to  bear  the  charges  of  my  journey  ;  on  which  he  faid,  I  (hould 
not  leave  the  place.  I  went  to  the  kane,  prepared  for  my  departure,  and  rode  down  to 
the  Euplirates,  where  I  faw  the  man  of  the  mofolem  haftening  the  boatmen  to  put  off; 
but,  contrary  to  their  cuftom,  I  rode  on  horfeback  into  the  boat  at  the  open  end  of 
it,  the  aga  and  his  people,  as  they  told  me,  looking  from  their  windows  with  fmiles  of 
applaufe  ;  for  I  was  afterwards  informed,  that  on  hearing  the  mofolem  had  fent  orders 
that  they  fliould  not  carry  me  over,  the  aga  had  fent  word  that  the  mofolem  had  no 
bufinefs  to  ttop  me,  and  that,  though  I  gave  nothing,  I  might  go  where  I  plealed  ;  fo  I 
crofied  the  Euphrates,  and  came  again  into  Syria. 

That  part  which  I  faw  of  Mefopotamia,  excepting  the  phiin  of  Ourfa,  is  but  a  very 
inditferent  country,  efpecially  between  Ourfa  and  Beer  ;  and  I  was  informed,  that  the 
<:ountry  towards  Diarbeck  is  all  mountainous  or  rocky,  notwithltanding  which  it  produces 
excellent  grapes  and  wine,  and  a  great  number  of  piftachio  trees,  which  grow  wild ; 
the  country  is  not  well  watered,  having  in  many  places  no  other  fupply  but  rain  water, 
which  is  prefervcd  in  chlerns.  The  northern  parts  are  inhabited  by  Curdeens,  who 
ufe  no  other  weapons  but  pikes,  not  having  lire  arms.  The  fouthern  parts  are  inhabited 
by  a  very  bad  generation  of  Arabs ;  and  it  is  faid  they  are  punifheii  with  death,  if  any 
of  them  pafs  the  Euphrates  into  Syria  :  many  C.urdeens  live  very  honellly  here  as  well 
as  in  Syria,  and  cultivate  the  land  ;  in  fummer  they  remove  to  fome  place  at  a  dillance 
from  their  villages,  and  live  under  tents,  generally  in  a  place  retired  from  the  road, 
that  they  may  be  free  from  the  injuries  of  the  foldiery,  and  the  people  of  tlie  paiha, 
who  often  take  away  their  children  by  force  for  the  war  :  we  always  met  with  a  kind 
reception  from  them,  when  they  knew  they  had  nothing  to  fear  from  us.  All  the 
Chriftians  are  Armenians  ;  the  architecture  of  their  churches  is  very  particular  ;  they 
have  oblong  fquare  windows,  and  over  them  fquare  windows  ;  the  former  are  only 
open  in  the  fummer  for  coolnefs,  and  in  winter  filled  up  with  hewn  (tone  fitted  to  them, 
luul  I  faw  fome  of  them  open,  and  others  fliut  up. 

Chap.  XVIII.  —  Of  Jcrabecs  the  Old  Gcrrha ',  Bambouk,  the  arJicnt  Hieraptlis;  and  of 

the  Valley  of  Salt. 

THE  bed  of  the  Euphrates,  as  I  conjedured,  is  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  broad  at 
liter  ;  the  river  is  not  above  half  that  breadth  when  the  water  is  low ;  the  bed  of  it 
here  is  gravelly  ;  there  is  an  inner  and  an  outer  bank,  but  it  rarely  overflows  the  inner 
lianks ;  when  it  does,  they  fow  water  melons  and  other  fruits  of  that  kind  as  foon  as 
the  water  retires,  and  have  a  great  produce;  there  .\re  fever;d  beautiful  illands  below 
Beer,  which  produce  a  great  quantity  of  hemp,  wiiich  frequently  grows  near  ten  feet 
high.  Some  Englilh  gentlemen  meafured  the  bed  of  the  river  at  Beer,  and  found  it 
to  be  fix  hundred  and  thirty  yards  broad  ;  but  they  found  that  the  river  in  September 
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was  only  two  hundred  and  fourteen  yards  over ;  they  thought  that  it  was  about  nine 
or  ten  feet  deep  in  the  middle,  and  were  Informed  that  the  water  fometimes  rife^ 
twelve  feet  perpendicular.  The  poor  people  fwim  over  the  river  on  (kins  filled 
with  wind. 

On  the  twenty-third  of  Auguft  we  crofTed  the  Euphrates.  It  happened  to  be  a  very 
windy  evening,  fo  we  took  fhelter  within  the  walls  of  fome  cottages,  but  being  advifcd 
that  it  was  not  fafe  to  remain  there,  we  retired  into  a  ruined  kane,  and  hired  a  iran 
to  watch  with  us  all  night  ;  he  flnit  the  doors  of  the  kaue,  and  laid  great  ftones  againft 
them,  for  this  place  is  much  infeded  with  robbers,  and  the  people  are  obliged  to  fieep 
all  together  on  the  top  of  their  houfes,to  defend  themfelves  agaiiifl  them.  Accordingly 
in  the  night  two  or  three  men  came  and  ti<>d  their  horfes  near  the  kane,  and  began  to 
roll  away  the  Hones  by  means  of  a  fmall  hole  in  the  door ;  but  the  man  went  up  on 
the  walls  and  fpoke  to  them,  on  which  they  went  away,  and  came  again  ;  however, 
on  his  fpeaking  to  them  a  fecond  time,  they  went  ofl".  As  there  was  fome  danger  in 
this  journey  from  the  Turcomen  called  Begdelees,  I  hired  two  of  the  moll  notorious  of 
them  at  Beer  for  a  fafeguard,  and  on  the  twenty -fourth  in  the  morning  they  came  over 
to  us.  We  went  fouthward  along  the  bunks  of  the  Euphrates,  and  having  travelled  a 
mile  we  pafled  by  a  village,  oppolite  to  which  is  Mezera,  on  the  caft  fide  of  the  river, 
where  there  is  a  fmall  mount,  and  the  village  is  beautifully  planted  with  wood :  the 
Enghfli  commonly  encamp  there,  when  they  make  any  excurfions  this  way ;  we  then 
went  at  a  little  diftance  from  the  river,  and  pafled  by  Kenaia,  and  over  a  itream  called 
Nifib,  which  has  a  deep  channel ;  a  fmall  branch  is  brought  from  it,  which  runs  further 
to  the  north.  On  the  fouth  fide  of  the  Nifib  is  an  uninhabited  village  called  Ceurke, 
which  is  enclofed  with  a  wall,  and  appears  only  like  a  large  kane.  On  the  eafl  fide  of 
the  Euphrates  there  is  a  place  called  Gibel :  we  were  now  about  two  hours  from  Beer, 
and  travelling  two  hours  more  near  the  river,  arrived  at  Jerabees,  which  muft  be 
Gerrhse  of  Ptolemy,  and  probably  had  its  name  from  the  \^•orfhip  of  the  Syrian  god 
Jerabolus  *.  This  city  is  mentioned  as  on  the  Euphrates  ;  by  what  remains  it  appears 
to  have  been  of  an  oblong  fquare  figure  ;  it  is  watered  on  the  north  by  a  fmall 
flream  ;  the  old  town  is  about  half  a  mile  long  from  north  to  fouth,  and  a  quarter  of 
a  mile  broad ;  it  has  very  high  ramparts  on  every  fide,  except  towards  the  river  ; 
thefe  are  probably  the  remains  of  the  ancient  walls,  for  there  are  fome  figns  of  a  wall 
on  the  top  of  them  ;  there  was  an  entrance  on  each  fide  of  thefe  three  fides,  the  two 
largeft  of  which  are  to  the  weft  and  fouth  :  I  faw  fome  remains  of  a  bafement  of  hewn 
ftone  on  the  weft  fide,  but  to  the  fouth  I  faw  only  the  foundation  of  the  gateway.  'I'here 
is  a  long  mount  on  the  eaft  fide  over  the  river,  which  is  between  forty  and  fifty  feet 
high,  extending  fouthwards  about  two  thirds  of  the  length  of  the  city,  and  is  fixty-fix 
paces  wide  ;  the  afcent  to  it  is  oppofite  to  the  weft  gate.  This  was,  without  doubt,  a 
caftle,  and  it  was  encompafled  with  a  wall  about  eight  feet  thick.  On  the  fouth  fide 
of  the  town  there  are  foundations  of  a  building,  which  are  a  little  to  the  north  of  fome 
confiderable  heaps  of  ruins  ;  they  lie  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  it  may  be  concluded  there 
were  great  buildings  in  that  quarter,  divided  from  one  another  by  fliort  ftreets.  Thefe 
buildings  probably  belonged  to  a  temple,  which  feems  to  have  been  to  the  weft, 
though  very  little  of  the  foundations  could  be  difcovered,  as  there  is  a  ruined  village 

*  Dr  Halley,  in  his  obfervations  on  the  ftate  of  Palmyra  takes  notice  tliat  Jeriboliis  is  the  fame  deity 
that  is  mcnticnid  in  the  ir.fciipticns  piibhfhed  by  G'.utcr  ai;d  Spnn,  which  according  to  the  latter  is  written 
ATAJtUAil.  By  the  figure  of  this  idol,  extant  in  Spon,  it  appears,  that  this  deity  was  rcprcfented 
with  the  moon  on  his  (boulders,  aiid  confequcntjy  was  the  fame  as  the  Deus  Lunus  of  the  Syrians,  whofe 
name  in  their  language  could  not  be  better  expreffed  than  by  Jarchbolj  Dominus  Lunus. 

on 
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on  that  fpot.  To  the  north  I  faw  a  wall  with  pilafters  on  one  fide  of  it ;  this  wall  is 
about  a  hundred  and  feventy  paces  long.  I  took  notice  of  four  hw  walls  to  the  fouth, 
which  feemed  to  have  been  the  bafements  of  four  colonades  of  a  grand  entrance  or 
avejiue;  I  faw  alfo  feveral  bafes  and  pillars  which  lay  fcattered  about  this  place. 

From  thefe  ruins  of  Gerrhas  we  went  an  hour  fouth  fouth  well  to  an  encampment 
of  Turcomen,  where  we  flopped ;  they  were  in  round  tents,  made  of  reeds,  and 
covered  with  bundles  of  liquorice.  In  winter  and  rainy  weather  they  cover  their  tents 
with  a  coarfe  fort  of  felt.  A  branch  from  the  Euphrates  comes  from  this  place,  and 
falls  again  into  the  river  below,  making  a  large  fruitful  ifland,  chiefly  cultivated 
with  hemp. 

We  travelled  an  hour  to  the  fepulchre  of  a  Iheik,  called  Ahperar,  which  is  at  the  end 
of  the  plain  on  a  rivulet ;  on  the  north  fide  of  which  we  travelled  about  an  hour  to  the 
weft,  and  crofl'ed  the  river  at  a  place  where  a  caravan  of  Turcomen  had  ftopped,  who 
were  carrying  corn  from  Sarouch  ;  that  place  is  on  the  Euphrates,  about  a  day's 
journey  off,  and  three  from  Aleppo  ;  it  may  be  tlie  country  of  Sura,  mentioned  by 
Ptolemy  in  the  Pahnyrene,  as  thirty-five  minutes  fouth  of  Gerrhae,  doubtlefs  the  fame  as 
Sura  of  Pliny  *,  and  Sure  of  the  Tables,  placed  one  hundred  and  two  miles  from 
Palmyra. 

We  went  about  an  hour  and  a  half  to  the  fouth  fouth  weft  over  fome  low  hills 
through  a  defert  country,  and  came  to  the  river  Sejour  ;  we  travelled  by  the  fide  of  it 
weftward  for  about  half  an  hour  to  an  encampment  called  Sumata,  belonging  to 
Arabs,  who  ai-e  relations  of  Mahomet,,  and,  as  they  fay,  defcended  from  Sultan  Ahmed 
of  Brufa  ;  their  fheik  lives  at  an  emcampment  to  the  eaft  of  Bambouch  ;  there  are  in  all 
about  fifty  tents  of  them.  Here  we  Itaid  all  night,  and  on  the  twenty-fifth  went  about 
an  hour  and  a  half  fouth  eaft  to  the  encampment  of  the  flieik,  which  was  on  a  ftream 
that  was  carried  to  fupply  Bambouch  with  water.  1  was  condiicled  to  the  tent  of  the 
great  (heik  Aiyptedcli,  who  by  their  accounts,  amidft  all  his  poverty,  would  have 
been  the  heir  to  this  great  empire,  if  the  Ottoman  government  had  not  taken  place ; 
he  came  out  to  us  in  a  ragged  habit  of  green  filk,  lined  with  fur,  appeared  to  be  a 
handfomc  black  man,  of  a  good  complexion,  between  thirty  and  forty,  and  had  much 
the  look  of  a  gentleman ;  he  prefled  me  to  accept  of  a  collation  and  coffee,  but  as 
I  defigned  to  fee  the  ruins  before  the  heat  of  the  day  came  on,  I  begged  to  be  ex- 
cuied,  and  he  mounted  his  hori'e,  and  went  with  me  about  an  hour  to  Bambouch, 
commonly  called  by  the  Franks  Bambych,  and  by  the  anticnts  Hierapolis,  which  was 
the  Greek  name  that  was  given  it  by  Seleucus ;  it  was  called  alfo  Bambycc,  which 
feems  to  be  the  Syrian  name  ftill  retainetl  ;  and  it  is  very  remarkable,  that  Hierapolis  in 
Aiia  Minor  has  nmch  the  fame  name,  being  called  Pambouk  Calafi  [the  cotton  caftlej. 
The  Tables  make  it  twentv-four  miles  diftant  from  Zeuma  on  the  Euphrates  and 
from  Ccciliana  ;  they  place  it  alfo  feventy-tuo  miles  from  Berya,  thougli  it  is  not 
above  fifty  from  Aleppo.  One  of  the  Syrian  names  of  this  place  was  Magog  f  ;  it  was  a 
city  of  the  Cyrrhcifica,  and  is  fituatcd  at  the  fouth  end  of  a  long  vale,  which  is  about  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  broad,  watered  with  a  ftream  that  is  brought  by  the  aqueduds  of 
Bambych  ;  and,  to  preferve  the>  water  from  being  wafted,  it  paftes  through  this  vale  in 
an  artificial  channel  or  aquedud,  which  is  built  with  ftonc  on  a  level  with  the  ground. 
The  form  of  the  city  was  irrcguhu" ;  Ibme  parts  of  the  walls  which  remain  entire,  are 

•   I'lin.  Nat.  Hlft.v.  j6. 

\  Cx\e  hahet — Bambycen,  qui  alio  nomine  Hicr.npolii  Tocatur,  Syris  vero  Magog.  Ibi  prodigiofa 
Atargatis,  Gixcis  autcm  Dccrcto  dicla,  colitur.     I'lin.  Nat.  Hift.v.  19. 
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nine  feet  thick,  and  above  thirty  feet  high ;  they  are  cafed  with  hewn  (lone  both 
infidc  and  out,  and  are  about  two  miles  in  circumference  ;  there  was  a  walk  all  f-'und 
on  the  top  of  the  walls,  to  which  there  is  an  afcent  by  a  flight  of  itairs,  which  ar.  uuilt 
on  arches  ;  the  wall  is  defended  by  towers,  on  five  fides,  at  the  diltance  of  fiiiy  paces 
fiom  each  other  ;  and  there  is  a  low  folTo  v/ithotit  the  walls.  The  ftuir  rrates  of  tiie 
city  are  about  fifteen  feet  wide,  and  defended  by  a  fcmicircular  tower  on  each  fide  ; 
the  water  that  fupplied  the  town,  as  I  was  informed,  comes  from  a  hill  about  twelve 
miles  to  the  fouth,  and  the  city  being  on  an  advanced  ground,  the  water  runs  in  a 
channel,  which  is  near  twenty  feet  below  the  furface  of  the  earth,  and  in  feveral  -parts 
of  the  city  there  are  holes  down  to  the  water  about  five  feet  wide,  and  fifteen  long, 
with  two  ftones  acrofs,  one  about  five  feet,  the  other  about  ten  feer  from  the  top,  in 
order,  as  may  be  fuppofed,  to  facilitate  the  defcent  to  the  water  ;  it  is  p;i)bable  they  had 
fome  machines  to  draw  up  the  water  at  thefe  holes.  In  the  fide  of  one  of  them  I  faw 
a  (lone  about  four  feet  long,  and  three  wide,  on  which  tliere  was  a  relief  of  two  winged 
perfons  holding  a  flicet  behind  a  woman  a  little  over  her  head ;  they  feern  to  carry  her 
on  their  fiihy  tails  which  join  together,  and  were  probably  defigned  to  reprefent  the 
Zephyrs,  carrying  Venus  of  the  fea. 

At  the  well  part  of  the  town  there  is  a  dry  bafon,  which  feemed  to  have  been 
triangular  ;  it  is  clofe  to  the  town  wall  ;  at  one  corner  of  it  there  is  a  ruined  building, 
\\  liich  fecms  to  have  extended  into  the  bafon,  and  probably  was  defigned  in  order  to 
behold  with  greater  conveniency  fome  religious  ceremonies  or  public  fports.  This  may 
be  the  lake  where  they  had  facred  fiflies  that  were  tame  *. 

About  two  hundred  paces  within  the  eafl;  gate  theie  is  a  raifed  ground,  on  which 
probably  flood  the  temple  of  the  Syrian  goddefs  Atargatis,  thought  to  be  the  fame  as 
Afliteroth  of  the  Sidonians,  and  Cybele  of  the  Romans,  for  whofe  worfliip  this  place 
was  fo  famous.  I  conjeftured  it  to  be  about  two  hundred  feet  in  front.  It  is  pro- 
bable that  this  is  the  high  ground  from  which  they  threw  people  headlong  in  their 
religious  ceremonies,  and  fometimes  even  their  own  children,  though  they  muft  in- 
evitably periih.  I  obferved  a  low  wall  running  from  it  to  the  gate,  fo  that  probably  it 
had  fuch  a  grand  avenue  as  the  temple  at  Gerrha; ;  and  the  enclofure  of  the  city  is 
irregular  in  this  part,  as  if  fgme  ground  had  been  taken  in  after  the  building  of  the 
walls  to  make  that  grand  entrance  ;  it  is  probable  that  all  the  fpace  north  of  the 
temple  belonged  to  it.  A  court  is  mentioned  to  the  north  of  the  temple,  and  a  tower 
Ukewife  before  the  temple,  which  was  built  on  a  terrace  twelve  feet  high.  If  this  tower 
was  on  the  high  ground  I  mentioned,  the  temple  muft  have  been  weil  of  it.  of  which 
I  could  fee  no  remains  ;  it  polTibly  might  have  been  where  there  are  now  fome  ruins 
of  a  large  building,  which  feems  to  have  been  a  church  with  a  tower  ;  to  the  weft  of 
which  there  are  fome  ruinous  arches,  which  might  be  part  of  a  portico.  It  is  faid,  that  not 
only  Syria,  Cilicia,  and  Cappadocia,  contributed  to  the  fupport  of  this  temple,  but 
even  Arabia,  and  the  territories  of  Babylon  ;  to  the  weft  of  the  town  there  is  a  high 
ground,  and  fome  burial  places  ;  and  fo  there  are  alfo  to  the  north  eaft,  where  I  faw 
infcriptions  in  the  oriental  languages,  and  feveral  erodes.  At  a  little  diftance  from  the 
north-eaft  corner  of  the  town  there  is  a  building  like  a  church,  but  within  it,  there  is 
fome  Gothic  work,  fuch  as  is  feen  in  antient  mofques ;  and  there  is  a  room  on  each 
fide  of  the  fouth  end  ;  the  whole  is  ruinous,  but  very  Itronply  built,  and  they  call  it 
the  houfe  of  PhUa.  '  /  6;  '  ; 

*  Plin.  Hift.  xxxii.  S. 
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The  flienc  invited  us  to  go  back  and  dine  with  him  ;  but  I  took  leave,  and  pre- 
fented  him  with  a  piece  of  money,  as  I  was  told  he  expecled  it.  We  went  on  towards 
Aleppo,  and  travelled  an  hour  and  a  half  north-weft  to  Shihiet,  where  there  is  a 
mofque,  which  feemed  to  have  been  an  old  church  ;  a  little  beyond  this  place  the 
Turcomen  had  an  encampmL^nt,  a  rivulet  running  near  it,  which  I  conjeGure  might  be 
the  Sejour  ;  here  vVe  dined,  and  went  about  an  liour  and  a  half  weft  fouth  weft  to  a' 
water  called  Sameour,  where  I  would  have  paid  my  two  Turcomen  ;  but  they  would 
not  tiikc  the  money  I  agreed  for,  and  went  on  further,  fo  I  gave  them  fomething  more, 
and  then  tiiey  left  us.  We  went  on  an  hour  to  the  place  where  the  road  goes  to  the 
north-weft  to  Kiiillis.  Near  two  leagues  farther  on  the  road  is  Jelbegly  under  a  hill, 
which  is  a  village  of  robbers.  We  went  about  an  hour  farther  to  Aadeneh,  a  village 
of  Turcomen,  who  had  lately  been  robbed  of  every  thing  by  the  Arabs  ;  it  being  a 
fituation  where  they  are  liable  to  be  plundered  both  by  the  Curdeens  and  roving 
Turcomen,  as  well  as  the  Arabs  ;  when  we  arrived  four  of  the  Begdelies  went  out,  and 
four  more  came  in  ;  fo  that  we  were  in  no  fmall  danger  of  being  robbed,  either  that 
night  or  the  next  day. 

On  the  twenty-fixth  we  fet  out  three  hours  before  day ;  in  two  hours  we  came  to  a 
fine  fertile  plain  ;  in  an  hour  and  a  half  more  we  paffed  near  Baihe,  and  in  half  an  hour 
came  to  a  large  village  called  Brb,  lituated  under  a  hill,  the  weft  end  of  which  is  called 
Sheik  Majar  ;  under  that  part  of  the  hill  a  large  village,  called  Sur,  is  fituated,  which 
is  three  hoars  from  Aleppo.     I  was  informed  that  there  is  a  very  antient  fynagogue 
at  Bab,  called  fheik  Efaiah,  to  which  there  is  a  great  refort  at  fome  certain  time  of  the 
year,  a  few  Jews  only  living  there ;  about  a  league  to  the  eaft  of  this  hill  there  is  ^ 
village  called  Derah.     We  went  fouth-weft  by  the  rivulet  Mazouty,  and  near  a  village 
ciUed  Bezouah,  and  in  lefs  than  an  hour  more  came   to  a  moft  pleafant  village  called 
Tedif,  which  is  computed  to  be  twenty  miles  to  the  eaft  of  Aleppo  ;   the  country  about 
it  is  finely  improved  with  a  young  plantation  of  mulberry  trees,  which  \^as  made  under 
the  directitin  of  a  French  merchant,  who  had  an  intereft  in  the  lands,  and  is  very  much 
like  the  country  between  Chantilly  and  Paris  ;  there  is  a  fynagogue  there  which  is  had 
in  great  veneration,  and,  if  I  miftake  not,  they  have  fome  antient  manufcript  in  it,  on 
the  account  of  which  it  is  much  frequented  by  the  Jews.     In  the  hill  near  this  town 
there  are   many  fepulchres  and   curious    aqueduifts   cut  in  the  rock ;  th(?y  have  fome 
tradition,  that  one  of  the  minor  prophets  lived  here.     We  dined  in  a  garden  at  this 
place,  and   proceeded  on  our  journey  ;  I  faw  feveral  buftards  in    this  country.     We 
travelled   an   hour  to  Beery,  and  an  hour  more  by  a  ftream  called  Kin  Dahab  [The 
golden  fpring,]  and  came  to  the  deferts ;  and  after  travelling  about  a  league  we  arrived- 
at  Shirbey,  where  we  were  very  civilly  received  by  the  ftieik,  and  had  a  grand  fupper 
ferved  ;  for  this  flieik  ufually  goes  with   the   Europeans  to  the  valley  of  i'alt,  but  not 
without  a  proper  gratification. 

On  the  twenty-feventh  we  travelled  three  hours  fouthwards  to  the  valley  of  fait, 
which  is  about  twelve  miles  eaft  fouth  eaft  of  Aleppo,  lying  under  that  chain  of 
raoiuitains  which  are  between  Aleppo  and  KennalTerin  ;  this  valley  of  fait  is  a  lake  in 
the  winter,  wliich  I  conjotlured  to  be  about  five  miles  long,  and  a  mile  and  a  half 
Lro;;d  in  the  narroweft  part,  and  it  may  be  near  a  league  in  the  uideft  ;  it  is  faid  to  be 
filled  by  rain  as  well  as  by  fprings,  one  of  which  is  fait,  and  is  called  the  mother  of 
the  fait;  in  the  fummer  lime  the  water  evaporates,  which  being  llrongly  impregnated 
with  fait  from  the  nitrous  foil,  the  falc  remains  on  the  ground  iu  cakes  about  half  an 
inch  thick  ;  they  beat  it  in  order  to  feparate  it  from  the  ground,  and  when  they  have 
collcfted  the  lineft  fait  on  the  top,  they  take  up  the  cake,  which  has  fome  dirt  mixed 
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with  it  towards  tlie  bottom,  they  feparate  it  as  well  as  they  can,  and  when  it  Is 
thoroughly  dry,  and  crumbled  to  duft,  they  throw  it  up  in  the  air,  as  they  do  the  corn, 
and  the  wind  carries  away  the  duft,  leaving  the  pure  fait.  There  is  a  fmall  village 
here   called  Gebou^,  built  on  an  eminence  which  has   been  raifed  by  the  refufe  of 

the  fait. 

.  We  went  on  towards  Aleppo,  to  which  city  there  are  two  roads  ;  the  great  fre- 
quented road  is  to  the  north,  and  there  is  another  in  which  we  Avent  to  the  fouth  ;  in 
two  hours  and  a  half  we  palled  by  Trihanc,  and  in  an  hour  more  came  to  Elhafs ;  an 
hour  beyond  which  we  pafled  through  Gibly,  and  in  half  an  hour  more  came  to  Nerop, 
which  is  an  hour  from  Aleppo*. 

Chap.  XIX.  —  Of  St.  Simon  Stylites,  Daina,  andfomc  other  Places,  in  the  way  to  Antioch. 

I  TOOK  leave  of  my  friends  at  Aleppo,  from  whom  I  had  received  all  manner  of 
civilities,  and  proceeded  on  my  journey  to  the  weft.  On  the  nineteenth  of  September 
we  travelled  north-weft  and  by  weft,  and  in  an  hour  and  a  half  pafled  by  Bcluremene, 
and  half  an  hour  further  through  Elarid,  and  then  by  Marah  in  a  fine  valley,  which  is 
about  the  fame  diftance  ;  in  half  an  hour  we  afcended  to  a  ftony,  uneven,  defert 
ountry,  and  travelling  an  hour  and  a  half  came  to  a  well  of  good  water,  having  feen 
feveral  ruined  villages  in  the  way ;  and  in  about  two  hours  more  we  arrived  at  the 
ruined  convent  of  St.  Simon  Stylites,  computed  to  be  about  fix  hours  from  Aleppo ; 
this  convent  was  very  famous  in  thefe  parts  in  the  fixth  and  feventh  centuries,  as  well 
on  account  of  the  devotion  that  was  paid  to  this  faint,  as  for  the  fpacioufnefs  and  mag- 
nificence of  its  buildings.  Cardinal  Baronius,  in  his  annals  makes  mention  of  St.  Simon 
Stylites ;  and  Evagrius  fays,  that  he  lived  here  on  a  pillar,  which  is  the  reafon  of  his 
being  diftinguiftied  by  the  name  of  Stylites,  though  another  author  gives  an  account, 
that  he  lived  on  the  top  of  the  mountain  for  fixty-eight  years.  The  whole  convent 
appears  to  have  been  built  of  large  hewn  Itone,  and  is  above  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in 
length ;  the  church  efpecially  is  very  magnificent,  and  is  built  in  the  form  of  a  Greek 
crofs  ;  under  the  middle  of  an  octagon  dome  are  the  remains  of  the  famous  pillar,  on 
which  they  fay  St.  Simon  lived  for  lb  many  years ;  what  remains  of  it  was  hewn  out  of 
the  rock,  that  is,  the  pedeftal,  which  is  eight  feet  fquare,  and  a  very  fmall  part  of  the 
column  ;  the  part  of  the  crofs  to  the  eaft  of  this  was  the  choir,  at  the  eaft  end  of  which 
are  three  femicircles,  where  without  doubt,  there  were,  three  altars,  and  the  entrances 

*  Some  Engllfh  gentlemen  in  their  excurfions  from  Aleppo  made  the  followinn  obfervations,  as  to  the 
fituation  of  feveral  places,  and  their  diftances  :  Kea,  the  village  under  the  hill  fouth  wt  ft  of  Aleppo  is 
twelve  hours  from  tliatcity;  old  Ilea  three  hours  fouth-eall  of  tlial  ;  Freka  two  hours  fouth-weft  ot  Rea  ; 
Saint  Simon  Sty  Htes  fix.  hours  to  the  north-wcll  of  Aleppo  ;  Klllis  nine  hours'  north  of  Aleppo,  and  north- 
caft  of  Sheik  Baraquet  ;  going  tv*o  hours  north  from  Killis,  they  came  to  a  bridge  of  three  arches  over  the 
Ephreen,  and  in  ten  minutes  further  north  to  a  bridge  of  feven  arches  over  the  bafo,  the  fame  that  is  called 
the  Sabon  by  Mr.  Maundri.1  ;  they  then  went  fifteen  minutes  weft  to  the  monument  mentioned  at  Coras 
by  Mr.  Maundrel  ;  they  returned  to  KilHs,  and  went  to  Hajar  Yardcrcen,  or  Gadjeia,  where  the  river  of 
Ak-ppo  riles.  'I  have  alfo  bern  informed  by  an  Englifh  gentleman,  fiiice  I  le!t  Aleppo,  who  had  been  at 
the  place,  that  about  twelve  miles  weft  of  Aleppo,  there  i.^^  a  round  or  oval  pit  about  a  hundred  yar.ls 
in  diameter,  and  forty  deep,  it  being  a  folid  rock  all  round,  which  for  the  firft  twenty  feet  is  perpendicular  ; 
below  which  there  is  a  Meep  defcent  to  the  bottom,  where  it  terminates  in  a  point  ;  there  is  only  one  way 
down  to  it,  which  is  not  pafTable  for  beafts ;  about  half  way  down  there  is  a  grotto  worked  into  the  rock 
about  four  feet  high,  and  thirty  feet  long.  Europeans  call  it  the  funk  village,  from  an  opinion  of  fome 
that  there  waj  formerly  a  village  fwallowed  up  there  •,  or,  if  it  is  not  natural,  it  might  be  a  quarry  for  llonc, 
vfhich  might  be  drawn  up  by  proper  engines,  though  the  form  of  it  feems  to  be  an  objection  to  it. 
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to  them  are  adorned  with  reliefs  ;  this  convent  was  deflroyed  by  a  prince  of  Aleppo,  at 
the  latter  end  of  the  tenth  century.  I  obferved  that  there  was  a  ruined  village  below 
the  convent.  We  went  on  an  hour  and  a  half  to  Ertefy,  which  is  a  village  under  the 
hill  called  Sheik  Baraket.  As  I  went  this  way,  I  faw  feveral  ruined  villages,  at  fome 
diftance,  built  of  hewn  done.  I  obferved  fome  a]itient  reliefs  at  this  village,  particularly 
three  vittories,  holding  three  feftoons  under  three  heads,  on  a  marble  cotiin,  with  im- 
perfed  Greek  infcriptions  under  them. 

On  the  twentieth  we  went  by  a  very  difficult  road  up  tlie  high  hill  of  Sheik  Baraket, 
which  is  fo  called  from  a  Turkifli  faint  who  is  buried  in  a  mofque  on  the  top  of  the  _ 
hill ;  a  little  way  up  the  north  fide  of  this  hill,  in  another  road,  there  is  an  epitaph  in 
Greek  and  Latin  of  a  Roman  foldier  of  the  eighth  legion  ;  and  at  the  foot  of  the  hill 
to  the  north,  there  is  a  Greek  infcription  on  a  fepulchral  grot,  that  has  two  (lately 
pillars  over  it.  The  mofque  or  burial  place  on  the  hill  adjoins  to  an  enclofure  about 
eighty  paces  fquare,  which  feems  to  be  of  great  antiquity  ;  the  wall  is  built  of  hewn 
ftone,  and  is  about  three  feet  thick;  there  was -a  portico  all  round,  as  appears  by 
feveral  pieces  of  pillars  Handing;  there  are  three  or  four  tiers  of  flone  remaining,  and 
I  could  fee  that  it  was  adorned  with  pilaflers  on  the  outfide.  It  is  probable,  that  in 
the  middle  of  this  court'there  was  either  fome  temple  or  (latue,  probably  of  Bacchus, 
as  I  concluded  from  fome  Greek  infcriptions,  which  I  copied  from  the  outfide  of  the 
walls,  two  of  which  feemed  to  relate  to  the  wall  built  round  the  court,  and  the  third  is 
fepulcliral.  It  is  poflible  this  hill  might  be  famous  for  good  wine,  the  fituation  of  it 
being  very  advantageous  for  vineyards,  and  on  this  account  the  god  of  wine  might  be 
particularly  worfhipped  here. 

To  the  eall  and  Ibuth-eaR  of  this  hill  there  are  fome  magnificent  buildings  almofl 
entire,  which  were  probably  built  for  places  of  retirement  ;  from  it  we  defcended  to  the 
fouth  into  a  fine  plain  ;  towards  the  north  end  of  which  the  direft  road  pafles  from 
Aleppo  to  Scanderoon,  and  goes  over  the  famous  caufcway  and  bridges  that  are  built 
over  the  rivulets,  which  run  into  the  lake  of  Antioch.  The  bridge  confills  of  twenty- 
four  arches,  and  is  called  Morat  Paiha ;  the  caufeway  and  bridges  were  built  in  fix 
months  by  a  grand  vizier  of  that  name,  under  fultan  Achmet,  for  the  convenience 
of  marching  the  army,  and  carrying  the  baggage  to  Bagdat,  This  road  is  now  dif- 
ufed,  becaufe  it  is  much  infefted  by  the  Curdeens  ;  fo  we  went  further  to  the  fouth, 
into  the  high  road  from  Aleppo  to  Antioch.  Gephyra,  the  firft  place  in  the  Tables  - 
between  Antioch  and  Cyrro,was  probably  at  this  bridge,  that  word  fignifying  a  bridge 
in  Greek.  The  weftern  hills  towards  mount  Amanus  are  called  Almadaghy ;  about 
half  an  hour  after  we  had  left  the  hill  v/e  had  Alaka  to  the  left,  from  which  this  pan 
of  the  plain  has  its  name;  to  the  north  of  it  there  are  fome  ruins.  On  the  hill  to  the 
call  there  is  a  magnificent  ruin  of  the  middle  age  called  Kerayee ;  in  an  hour  and  a 
half  we  came  into  the  high  road  from  Aleppo  to  Antioch,  at  a  village  called  Daina, 
which  may  be  Emma  in  tlie  Tables,  the  fame  as  Lnma  of  Ptolemy,  placed  in  the  road 
between  Antioch  and  Chalcis,  tw'cnty-three  miles  dillant  from  the  former,  and  twenty 
from  the  latter  ;  the  antiquities  that  remain  here  fliev/  that  it  has  been  a  place  of  fome 
confideration,  efpccially  the  great  number  of  fepulchral  grots  cut  down  huo  the  rock, 
which  is  hollowed  out  into  courts  with  feveral  apartments  round  them ;  on  fome  in- 
deed I  faw  Chriftian  Greek  infcriptions ;  among  thefe  fepulchres  there  is  a  very 
beautiful  i'abric,  which  is  a  fquare  canopy  of  Uone  with  its  entablature,  fupported  by 
four  Ionic  pillars  on  a  folid  bafemcnt ;  the  place  where  it  (hmds  might  induce  one  to 
think  that  it  was  fome  f  pulchral  monument ;  but  the  mruiner  of  the  building  would 
rather  incline  one  to  concluilc  that  it  was  dcfigned  to  place  fome  ilatue  in,  as  the  object 
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of  worfhip  ;  poinbly  it  mij^ht  be  older  than  the  burial  places  hcix%  which  may  be  of 
the  limes  of  Chriftianity.  hi  the  Ikirts  of  the  village  there  are  remains  of  two  houfcs  ; 
one  of  them  is  Inrgc,  witli  a  great  enclofure,  and  a  ti;wer  ;  the  other,  which  is  faialler,  has 
an  Ionic  colonnade  in  front,  both  above  and  below  ;  the  crofs  over  the  doors,  and  two 
Circok  infcriptions,  lliew  it  to  be  a  Chi  iflian  building  of  the  f-nnc  nature  as  many  others 
I  have  mentioned.  This  fecms  to  be  the  plain  in  wh'ch  Aurelian  firli:  conquered 
y.enobia,  as  it  is  faid  to  be  near  Innna,  in  tlie  noiglibourhood  of  Antioch  ;  and  1  have 
been  informed,  that  a  pillar  or  obclllk  was  feen  at  a  diiiance  towards  the  fouth 
end  of  the  plains  of  Dahia,  w  hich  might  be  eredcd  in  memory  of  this  aclion.  When 
we  came  to  Daina  I  faw  a  great  number  of  horfcmcn,  and  we  were  apprehenfive  that 
they  were  Curdccns,  but,  on  enquiry,  we  found  they  were  the  pallia's  people,  who  were 
in  fearch  of  fome  cattle,  which  the  Curdeens  had  ftole.  Between  this  place  and 
Aleppo  there  are  the  remains  of  an  old  caufeway  about  three  hundred  yards  long,  made 
witli  very  large  ftones,  which  has  obtained  the  name  of  Julian's  caufeway. 

'We  went  on  towards  Antioch  ;  not  far  from  Daina  we  paffed  by  two  or  tliree  mag- 
nificent ruined  villages,  and  in  half  an  hour  came  to  fome  low  hills ;,  and  having  gone 
as  much  further  arrived  at  a  fmall  plain,  in  which  J  faw  I'everal  ruins,  and  in  about  an 
hour  came  to  a  ruined  village,  and  a  handiome  church  almoft  entire  ;  an  hour  further 
we  came  to  a  village  called  Tefm,  which  is  very  finely  fituated  on  a  rifing  ground  over  a 
large  plain,  through  which  the  river  Afc,  or  Orontes,  runs ;  ilie  lake  of  Amioch  is  in 
this  plain,  and  it  is  bounded  to  the  well  by  mount  Amanus.  In  this  village  there  are 
remains  of  the  front  of  a  church,  adorned  with  fculpture  ;  and  over  the  door  of  it  is  a 
defaced  Greek  infcription  ;  Tefm  is  famous  for  the  belt  oil  of  olives  in  all  the  countrv. 
We  palled  over  the  plain  in  the  night,  and  I  obferved  the  lightning  (hooting  horizontaliy 
in  the  form  it  is  reprefented  in  Jupiter's  hand,  and  on  the  reverfes  of  ihe  medals  of  the 
Greek  kings  of  Syria,  which  I  took  the  more  notice  of,  as  I  never  faw  it  in  that 
manner  in  any  other  country  ;  and  without  doubt,  from  this  they  took  the  figure  of  it 
as  it  is  feen  on  the  medals. 

We  repofed  at  Tcfin  till  nine  o'clock  at  night,  when  we  fet  out  for  Antioch  in  com- 
pany with  an  aga  and  his  retinue  ;  in  an  hour  and  a  half  we  paffed  over  a  large  rivulet 
called  Angoulc  ;  in  about  an  hour  more  we  came  into  a  plain,  and  in  two  hours  to  the 
Orontes.  I  advanced  fome  way  before  the  aga,  and  when  I  approached  the  bridge 
called  Gefer  Hadid,  [the  iron  bridge]  a  Curdeen  rode  away  from  it  in  full  fpeed  ;  this 
bridge  confifts  of  nine  arches  ;  there  are  two  towers  built  to  it,  the  gates  of  them  are 
covered  with  iron  plates,  which,  I  fuppofc  is  the  reafon  why  it  is  called  the  iron  bridge. 
The  Ciu-deens  never  venture  over  this  bridge,  fo  that  all  the  country  to  the  fouth-wefl; 
by  the  fea  fide,  which  is  wefl  of  the  hills,  is  perfectly  fafe  as  far  as  Acres,  the  Arabs  not 
daring  to  pafs  the  mountains  to  the  wefl.     I  Hopped  at  this  gate  until  it  was  day. 

On  the  twenty- firlL,  having  croifed  the  Orontes,  we  came  into  a  plain,  and  went 
to  the  fouth  fouth  weilj  on  the  eafl  fide  of  the  plain  there  is  a  low  ridge  of  pluafant 
hills,  covered  with  trees,  and  at  the  foot  of  them  a  village,  which  has  a  large  plantaiion 
of  wood  aliout  it,  and,  if  I  do  not  millake,  it  is  called  Bidembole.  In  about  an  hour 
and  a  half  we  came  to  the  end  of  thefe  hills,  which  approach  to  the  Orontes,  that  river 
running  fouth  fouth  well  from  the  bridge  to  this  place  ;  here  there  was  a  country  guard 
to.waich  if  any  rogues  attempted  to  pafs  that  way.  Beyond  this  place  there  is  a  tower, 
and  I  faw  in  two  places  fome  foundations  of  old  walls,  which  probably  are  the  remains 
of  Antigonia,  as  I  (hall  have  occafion  to  obferve  ;  this  is  about  an  hour  and  a  half 
from  Antioch.  As  I  approached  that  city,  I  obferved  that  the  rocky  lulls  were  high 
and  ileep,  and  there  are  fome  fepulchral  grots  in  them  ;  there  are  alfo  feveral  fountains 
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at  the  foot  of  the  hills.  I  went  within  the  walls  of  the  old  town,  and  flopping  at  a 
garden  fent  n  letter  I  had  to  a  merchant  under  the  protection  of  the  Englifh  conful, 
who  invited  me  to  his  houfe.  I  Itayed  a  day  at  Antioch,  then  went  into  Cilicia,  and 
came  back  again  to  that  city,  of  which  I  chufe  to  give  an  account  on  my  return. 

Chap.  XX.  —  Of  the  places  heitvccn  Antioch  and  Baias  in  Cilicia.     Of  the  battle  between 
Alexander  and  Darius,  and  of  Scanderoon. 

ON  the  twenty-third  we  fet  out  from  Antioch  to  the  north,  crofllng  the  Orontes 
on  a  bridge,  and  in  half  an  hour  palled  over  another  bridge  ;  in  an  hour  and  a  half 
more  I  law  a  village  at  fome  diftance  on  the  right,  called  Aiaouerazey,  crolTed  another 
ftream  on  a  bridge,  and  faw  the  river  two  or  three  miles  to  the  right,  that  comes  from 
the  lake  of  Antioch,  the  waters  of  which  run  about  eight  miles  fouthwards,  and  fall 
into  the  Orontes,  it  is  called  The  Crooked  Paflage  ;  and  they  told  me,  that  the  camels 
in  the  caravans  ford  through  it  in  the  way  to  Alexandria,  as  this  is  a  more  fecure  paf- 
fage  than  that  which  is  to  the  north  of  the  lake.  "We  went  northwards  in  the  plain 
under  the  hills,  and  parted  at  no  great  diftance  from  the  lake  of  Antioch,  called  Bahr- 
Agoule  [The  White  LakeJ,  by  reafon  of  the  colour  of  its  waters  ;  I  was  informed, 
that  it  is  called  alfo  Bahr-al-Sowda.  The  lake  extends  in  length  from  the  fouth  fouth- 
eaft  to  the  north  north  weft,  and  may  be  about  ten  miles  long,  and  five  broad.  Having 
parted  over  two  or  three  rt:reams  on  bridges,  we  came  in  about  three  hours  to  the 
river  Patrakene,  over  which  there  is  a  bridge  of  four  arches,  and  two  of  them  feemed 
to  be  antient.  This  may  be  the  Oenoporasof  Strabo,  which  he  mentions  a  little  before 
the  hill  Trapezon,  and  1  fuppofe  is  that  which  is  now  called  Benclefi,  which  I  Ihall  have 
occafion  to  mention.  At  this  river  Ptolemy  Philomator,  having  conquered  Alexander 
Bratas,  died  of  a  wound  which  he  received  in  battle.  In  an  hour  more  we  rame  to  a 
hill  with  a  tower  on  it,  at  the  entrance  in  between  the  hills ;  we  travelled  half  an 
hour,  and  came  again  into  the  plain  at  Caramout,  which  is  a  walled  inclofure,  about  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  in  circumference,  and  has  houfes  and  fhops  in  it,  like  a  little  town, 
being  a  place  of  defence  againrt:  the  Curdeens  ;  a  itroam  runs  on  the  well  fide  ef  it, 
near  which  we  repofed  for  a  Ihort  time,  and  joined  a  fmall  caravan.  We  then  turned 
to  the  well  between  the  hills ;  on  the  left  is  a  high  mountain  called  Alailum  ;  we 
law  alio,  about  two  miles  to  the  north,  the  ftrong  callle  of  Pagras  on  the  hills  ;  this 
was  the  antient  name  of  it  in  the  Itinerary,  in  which  it  is  placed  fixteen  miles  from  Alex- 
andria, and  twenty-five  from  Antioch  ;  which  latter  is  a  millake,  for  the  Jerufalem 
Journey  (calling  it  Pangrios)  puts  it  more  juflly  fixteen  n\iles  from  Antioch.  As  I 
have  been  informed  a  river  called  Sowda  rifes  in  the  mountain  to  ihe  weft,  and  runs 
under  this  place,  and  is  that  river,  over  which  the  bridge  is  built,  called  Kcfer  Ahead, 
and  falls  into  the  lake  of  Antioch  ;  and,  I  fuppofe,  that  the  lake  is  called  Bahr-el- 
Sowda  from  this  river,  which  feen\s  to  be  the  river  Arceuthus  mentioned  by  Strabo 
immediately  after  Pagra*,  as  running  through  the  plain  of  Antioch  ;  and  as  none  of 
the  antients  n^ention  this  lake,  it  is  probable  that  it  has  been  made  fince  their  time. 

The  road  over  the  hills  is  very  dangerous  by  reafon  of  the  Curdeen  robbers.  We 
went  over  two  hills  much  frequented  by  them,  but  they  do  not  ufually  go  to  the  weft: 
of  thefe  hills  ;  we  went  bv  a  terrace  on  the  fide  of  the  hill,  and  faw  great  ruins  of 
thick  walls  on  each  fide  of  the  road,  which  might  be  a  tower,  or  gateway  j  and  ap. 
preaching  near  Baylan,  we  went  through  a  pals  cut  in  the  rock;  the  former  probably 
were  the  gates  of  Syria,  which  miglit  be  fo  called  from  their  being  built  like  a  gateway, 
and  the  latter  might  be  a  pafs  to  them.     Baylan  is  about  ten  miles  from  Caramout  j  it 
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is  a  larcj*  village,  built  on  the  fide  of  the  hills  over  the  vale,  and  has  formerly  beeh 
much  frequented  by  the  Europeans,  even  from  Aleppo,  on  account  of  the  coolnefs  of 
its  fituation,  as  it  is  at  prcfcnt  by  thofe  of  Scanderoon.  This  place  is  probably 
Piclanus  of  the  Jerufalem  Itinerary,  placed  nine  miles  from  Alexandria  and  eight  from 
Pangrios.  This  is  one  of  the  great  palles  into  Cilicia  ;  and  as  there  were  three  *  in 
all,  it  has  caufed  fome  confufioii  in  relation  te  them.  The  pals  we  now  went  through 
is  either  that  which  was  callal  fmiply  the  gates,  or  the  gates  of  Syria  t,  and  perhaps 
fometimes  the  gates  of  Cilicia  J.  The  fecond  pafs  was  near  IfTus,  fuppofed  to  be  Baias, 
probably  to  the  fouth  of  it ;  this  was  called  the  gates  of  Amanus  [|.  Strabo  does  not 
feem  to  mention  this  pafs,  and  it  may  be  concluded  from  the  degrees  of  latitude  in 
Ptolemv,  and  the  order  it  is  in,  that  he  fpeaks  of  the  middle  pafs.  The  third  I  take  to 
be  the  pafs  near  ^gsea,  from  one  part  of  Cilicia  into  the  other,  which  was  alfo  called 
The  Gates  of  Amanus  §,  and  the  gates  of  Taurus;  and  I  would  diftinguidi  it  from 
the  others  by  the  name  of  the  Gates  of  Taurus,  or  Cilicia  ^.  We  went  along  tlie 
fide  of  the  hills  for  about  two  or  three  miles  to  the  weft,  and  defcending  turned  to 
the  fouth,  and  having  gone  a  mile,  came  into  the  plain,  and  travelling  about  fix  miles 
further  we  arrived  at  Scanderoon,  as  it  is  called  by  the  natives  ;  but  the  Europeans  give 
it  the  name  of  Alexandrctta.  From  this  place  we  went  to  Baias,  which  is  generally 
agreed  to  be  the  antient  llTas  in  Cilicia.  The  Jerufalem  Itinerary  calls  it  Baiaa;,  and 
places  it  fixtecn  miles  from  Alexandria,  and  Ptolemy  makes  IfTus  fixteen  minutes 
north  of  that  place.  Tlie  bay  alfo  had  tlie  name  of  Illicus  from  th.is  town,  which  is 
fituated  towards  the  north-ealt  corner  of  the  gulph.  There  is  a  little  bay  to  the 
north  of  the  town,  where  there  are  ruins  of  an  antient  port,  in  which  the  fliips  might 
polfibly  lie  fecure  in  former  times,  but  now  it  is  a  very  bad  harbour,  being  much 
expcfed  to  the  fouth-weft  winds,  which  are  very  dangerous ;  on  the  fouth  fide  of  it 
there  is  a  mountain  torrent,  which  comes  from  that  opening,  by^which  there  is  an 
afcent  to  the  gates  of  Amanus ;  this  is  the  middle  way  of  the  three  mentioned  into 
Cilicia  ;  the  bed  of  this  torrent  I  fuppofe  to  have  been  the  bounds  between  Cilicia  and 
Syria  \\ith  thofe  who  make  all  fouth  of  Ifl'us  to  be  in  Syria.  Cicero  mentions,  in  one 
of  his  cpirtles,  that  he  was  here  called  Imperator,  after  he  had  gained  a  viftory.  It  is 
to  be  obferved,  that  there  was,  a  third  pafs  from  Cappadocia  into  Cilicia,  called  The 
Gates  of  Tam-us,  by  which  Alexander  paffcd  ;  the  plain,  to  the  weft  of  the  mountaii« 
in  which  Baias  ftands,  is  not  above  a  mile  wide,  but  it  is  a  fine  fpot :  and  the  gardens 
about  Baias  are  the  beft  in  all  thefe  countries,  infomuch  that  Aleppo  is  fupplied  with 
oranges  and  lemons  from  this  place;  they  have  a  tolerable  trade,  by  reafon  that  the 
firman  for  importing  rice  and  coflee  from  jEgypt  is  in  the  hanus  of  fome  merchants 
here,  and  from  this  place  it  is  diftributed  to  Aleppo,  and  all  the  country  round 
about ••. 

To 

•  Afpcri  tresaditus,  &  peranyjufli  funt,  quorum  uno  Cilicia  intranda  eft.  Q.  Curtii,  lib.  iii.  c.4.  and 
Pto).  V.  15.         f   Strabo,  xiv.  676.         if  Q.  Curtii,  lib.  iii.  8.  ||  Anianus,  ii.  94.     Polybii  Fragnicn- 

ta,  xii.  S.  Q.  Curtii  lii>.  iii.  8.  Ptol.  v.  8.  §   Strabo,  xiv.  p.  676.     "jl   Cicero  ad  Atticum,  Epift.  io. 

**  Some  Engli/h  gentlemen  went  from  Baias  to  Tarfus;  they  travelled  to  the  north  weft  an  hour  and 
fifty  minutes,  and  came  to  a  water,  I  fuppofe  a  rivulet ;  the  fame  it  ni;\y  be  that  another  calls  the  Delifu, 
and  which  T  was  told^  was  called  Dolichie  ;  it  is  thirty  yards  broad,  but  very  fiiallow.  In  half  an  hoi  r 
more  they  anived  at  Karubolat ;  in  tuo  hours  and  fifty  minutes  they  came  to  the  end  of  the  bay  of  Scan- 
deroon, End  in  thirty-five  minutes  more  to  the  iron  gale,  which  was  probably  the  old  gate  of  Cilicia,  and 
if,  I  fuppofe,  that  which  is  defcribcd  by  another  pe.fon  as  a  ruined  gateway  ;  here  they  faw  on  the  left  a 
long  caufeway,  which  they  thought  miglit  be  an  antient  work.  In  an  hour  and  twenty  minutes  they  arrived 
at  Kiirk:'.1a,  or  Kurtculla,  as  it  is  called  by  another  perfon  ;  this  may  be  Callabala  cf  Ptolemy,  and  the 
fame  as.  Catavolomis  of  il.e  Jerufalem  Journey  ;  at  this  place  tliere  is  a  large  ka«c.     In  an  hour  and  three 
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To  the  north  of  Baias  is  the  famous  pafs  into  Afia  minor  •.  The  plain  in  which 
T^Liias  ftands  is  about  two  miles  long  :  at  the  fouth  6nd  of  it  there  is  a  rifing  ground  of 
low  iiill,  over  which  there  is  a  road  for  about  a  mile  that  leads  into  a  plain  three  quar- 
ters of  a  mile  wide,  and  about  a  mile  and  a  half  long,  having  the  mountains  to  the  eafl, 
and  the  fea  to  the  well  j  at  the  fouth  end  of  it  are  fome  low  hills,  which  extend  four 

miles 

quarters  they  came  to  a  bridge  in  the  plain,  probably  over  a  winter  torrent,  and  in  lefs  than  an  hour  to  th; 
end  of  the  plain,  and  to  a  caufeway  which  led  through  a  ilreigiit  to  another  plain,  and  in  two  hours  they 
came  to  Myfos  ;  their  courfe  hitlierto  waa  north  \\e(l ;  this  is  thought  to  be  Mopfucllia,  and  may  be  the 
the  fame  as  Manfifta  of  the  .Terufalem  Journey  ;  a  river  runs  through  it  called  I'ahan,  or  Gehun,  wliich  is 
thought  to  be  the  Pyramus.  Another  perfon  travelling  this  way  fays,  that  the  Pyramus  at  Amuafy 
is  called  the  Ouinda  ;  that  river  ran  into  the  fea  to  the  well  of  Mallus  according  to  Ptolemy,  and  Alexander 
paffcd  over  it  before  he  came  to  Mailus,  which  ftems  to  have  been  on  the  weft  fide  of  that  head  of  land, 
now  called  Cape  Alallo,  as  ^gx  doubtlefs  was  on  the  eaft  fide  of  it,  at  the  place  now  called  Aias  Kala. 
There  was  a  bridge  here  over  the  river  of  nine  arches,  and  it  was  two  hundred  and  thirty  paces  long  ;  at 
one  end  of  the  bridge  are  two  pillars,  on  one  of  which  there  is  an  anticnt  Greek  infrription  ;  five  of  the 
arches  of  this  bridge  were  carried  away  by  a  great'flood  after  violent  rains  in  1737.  The  town  appeared 
to  be  old,  and  there  is  a  callle  within  the  walls  on  an  eminence  at  the  noith-wcft  cud  of  the  town.  Frou» 
this  place  they  went  in  a  plain  north  to  the  north  weft,  and  in  three  hours  and  a  quarter  came  to  a  high 
rock  with  a  caftle  on  it  ;  in  two  hours  and  eight  minute*  to  a  running  water  ;  in  three  quarters  of  an  h«ur 
to  a  bridge  with  two  arches,  and  in  a  quarter  more  to  a  bridge  with  one  arch,  and  in  twenty  minutes  more 
to  a  third  river  ;  they  luft  their  way,  but  arrived  at  night  at  Circe,  or  Sis.  An  Englifh  gentleman  who 
was  travelling  inthis  road,  when  he  was  two  hours  and  a  half  from  Mifus,  in  the  way  to  Cortculla,  fmv 
Anawafy,  or  Amuafy,  about  three  miles  to  the  north,  which  feemed  to  be  fituated  like  Antioch  on  a 
high  rocky  hill ;  he  thought  it  might  be  Cxfarca  at  mount  Anazarbus,  the  city  ot  Diofcorldcs  and  Oppian  ; 
it  was  deftroyed  by  an  earthquake  in  the  time  of  Juftinian.  The  medals  of  this  place  have  a  river  for  the 
reverfe,  and  the  city  is  faid  to,  have  flood  on  the  Pyramus.  The  next  day  they  came  in  four  hours  and  a 
half  to  a  water  ;  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour  to  more  water,  and  in  half  an  hour  to  a  bridcje  :  in  twenty-three 
minutes  they  began  to  afcend  the  mountains,  and  in  five  hours  thirty-two  minutes  arrived  at  a  fpring,  and  in 
two  hours  more  came  to  Adana,  which  is  fituated  in  a  plain  country  :  to  the  eaft  of  it  there  is  a  river, 
which  is  the  old  Sarus  ;  there  is  a  bridge  over  it  of  twenty  arches,  and  it  is  four  hundred  and  fifty  paces 
long ;  the  river  feemed  to  be  paved  at  bottom  with  iquare  ftoncs.  They  went  on,  and  in  two  hours  and 
ten  minutes  came  to  a  bridge  of  three  arches,  in  three  hours  and  ten  minutes  more  to  a  well,  and  after  tra- 
veUing  an  hour  and  forty-five  minutes  they  arrived  at  Tarfus  ;  and  before  they  entered  the  town  pafTcd  over 
the  Cydnus  on  two  bridges,  one  a  hundred  paces  long,  the  other  two  hundred,  botli  which  feemed  to  be 
■very  antient.  This  is  tlic  river  on  which  Cleopatra  met  Mark  Antony  with  fo  much  pomp  ;  it  is  divided 
into  many  ftreams,  and  runs  to  the  fouth  call.  The  walls  of  ihe  town  are  very  old,  and  about  two  mile* 
ia  circumference  ;  there  is  a  caftle  to  the  north  eaft  of  the  prefcnt  town,  and  to  the  north  of  the  old  city  ; 
and  on  an  eminence  to  the  foutii  there  was  another  which  is  now  dellro^-cd.  It  is  at  prcfont  a  poor  town, 
though  antiently  it  was  very  famous,  botti  on  account  of  its  trade  and  learning,  which  probably  is  the 
reafun  why  St.  Paul,  who  was  a  citixen  of  this  place,  was  fo  great  a  mafter  of  human  fcionces. 

•  It  is  faid,  that  mount  Amanus  ended  at  this  pafs,  which  doe*  not  feem  to  be  fixed  by  any  author  fo  well 
as  by  Strabo,  who  mentions  it  immediately  after  iEgea,  and  the  mountains  of  Pieiia,  which,  he  fays,  joined 
to  Amanus  and  to  RholTus.  The  mountain,  which  is  north  weft  of  Antioch,  is  certainly  the  mountain 
of  Picria,  on  which  Selucia  Fieri*  ftood  ;  but  is  polfible,  that  this  mountain  might  run  eaft,  and  thea 
north,  as  far,  at  leaft,  as  the  gates  of  Amanus  ;  and  one  thiug  mud  be  obfervedin  favour  of  this  fnppo- 
d.iion,  that  Ptolemy  fays,  the  Singus,  which  fell  into  the  Euphrates,  rofc  out  of  the  mountain  of  Pioria, 
which  it  could  not  do,  if  that  mountain  did  not  extend  further  north  than  the  Syrian  gates  ;  for  all  the 
rivers  that  way,  which  are  fouth  of  thefe  pafTcs,  fall  into  the  Orontcs  ;  but  if  mount  I'ieria  cxteruied  fo 
far,  the  Singas  might  rife  in  the  middle  of  it,  and  run  between  Amanus  and  Taurus  to  the  EupJirates ;  for 
in  the  plain  the  rivers  run  towards  the  Orontrs.  Another  thing  which  favours  this  opiafon  is,  that  Pto- 
lemy places  Pagrx,  and  the  Syrian  gates  in  Piena.  Between  the  mountain  of  Picria  at  the  fea,  and  mount 
Rhoftus  was  mount  Coryphius. 

All  go<>graj)hers  feem  to  call  the  country  to  the  weft  and  nortli  of  thefe  hills  Cilicia,  except  Ptolemy, 
who  feems  to  make  fume  line  from  the  gates  of  Amanus  to  be  the  bounds,  which  I  take  to  be  tlie  bed  of  a 
winter  torrent,  that  in  a  manner  walhes  that  fouth  fide  of  Baias,  and  comes  out  from  the  vale  between  the 
lulls,  by  which  one  paffos  to  thofe  ftreight.'!.  Cicero  mentions  thefe  two  ways  as  pnflc<!  into  Cilicia,  and 
the  .lerufalcm  Jouniey  places  Pidlanus  in  Cilicia,  and  Pangrios  in  Syria.  The  only  conj.'dluic  that  can  !»c 
made  in  favour  of  Ptolemy  is,  that  poffildy  in  the  divifion  of  the-  Roman  provinces,  fo  much  of  Cilicia 
might  be  added  to  the  province  of  Syria ;  on  the  whole,  dilliouUie*  arife  on  fevcnl  avcounts  in  coftCdenng 
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miles  to  tlie  fouth,  almon;  as  far  as  Scanderoon.  The  reafon  why  I  Jirn  thus  particular 
is,  becaufe  I  take  this  to  be  the  very  plain  in  which  Alexander  vanquifhed  Darius  *.  Two 
rivulets  run  through  this  plain  from  the  hills  ;  that  to  the  fouth  is  fmaller  than  the 
other,  and  is  called  IMerkcs,  from  a  village  of  that  name  on  the  mountains  ;  a  wall 
five  feet  thick  runs  into  the  fea,  a  little  to  the  north  of  it,  at  the  end  of  which  there  i» 
a  round  tower  in  the  fea  which  is  in  ruins,  and  another  within  it,  which  might  be  the 
remains  of  the  antient  port  of  Nicopolis,  which  I  fhall  have  occafion  to  mention.  A 
little  further  are  the  ruins  of  an  oblong  fquare  building  of  brick  and  ftone  ;  it  is  poflible 
this  might  be  the  foundation  of  the  altars  which  Alexander  is  faid  to  have  built 
near  the  river  Pinarus  ;  oppofite  to  the  middle  of  the  plain  there  is  a  narrow  vale  be- 
tween the  mountains  refembling  a  large  cleft,  in  which  the  fmall  river  Maherfey  runs ; 
this,  I  am  inclined  to  think,  is  the  Pinarus,  being  the  larger  of  the  two  rivers.  Darius 
is  faid  to  have  marched  his  army  towards  it  from  IlTus.  At  the  fouth-eafl  corner  of  the 
plain  there  is  a  fmall  fingle  hill,  the  foot  of  which  joins  to  the  hills  that  are  to  the 
fouth  ;  from  this  there  has  been  a  trench  cut  to  the  fea,  and  Alexander's  army  being 
encamped  on  thofe  hills  to  the  fouth,  over  which  the  road  croifes  from  Scanderoon,  a 
fit.ter  place  could  not  be  found  out  for  the  tent  of  Alexander,  nor  a  more  proper  fitua- 
tion  to  receive  the  unfortunate  family  of  Darius.  Alexander  hearing  of  Darius's  ap- 
proach, fent  Parmenio  to  guard  the  Syrian  gates,  and  came  and  encamped  his  army  at 
IMvriandros,  which  was  to  the  fouth  of  Alexandria  ;  he  wifely  left  the  other  way 
open  for  him  to  enter,  it  being  his  policy  to  draw  him  into  narrow  places,  where  a 
large  army  could  not  engage  to  advantage.  When  Darius  croiTed  the  mountains,  he 
went  a  little  to  the  north  and  took  the  city  of  Iffus,  imprudently  leaving  Alexander 
behind  him  to  the  fouth,  who  hearing  that  Darius  had  croffed  the  mountains,  ad- 
vanced to  meet  him,  and  encamped  among  the  hills  of  Cilicia  in  a  place  only  broad 
enough  for  two  fmall  armies  to  engage.  Darius  having  taken  lifus,  advanced  towards 
the  river  Pinarus,  and  Alexander  having  drawn  him  into  the  fitted  place  that  he  could 
defire,  the  battle  enfucd,  which  determined  the  empire  of  the  world.  It  is  to  be  ob- 
ferved,  that  thefe  rivers  being  choaked  up,  the  ground  is  become  fo  moraffy,  that  now 
two  armies  could  not  be  drawn  up  in  that  place ;  the  fea  likewife  feems  to  have  gained 
on  the  plain  ;  it  is  not  probable  that  the  battle  was  in  the  plain  of  Baias,  becaufe  that 
is  large  enough  for  two  great  armies  to  draw  up  in ;  and  Darius  is  faid  to  have 
marched  towards  the  river  Pinarus  the  day  after  he  took  Iffus,  which  implies  that  he 
marched  fome  way  from  Iffus,  and  did  not  engage  in  the  plain  at  the  walls  of  it.  But 
what  feems  to  determine  that  famous  adtion  to  this  place,  is  a  very  curious  piece  of 
antiquity,  which  nobody  has  taken  any  notice  of  as  fuch  ;  on  the  hills  to  the  fouth,  in 
the  iace  ot  the  plain,  and  rather  inclinuig  down  to  the  fea,  there  is  a  ruin  tliat  appears 
like  two  pillars,  which  are  commonly  called  Jonas's  Pillars,  on  fome  tradition  not  well 
grounded,  that  the  whale  threw  up  that  prophet  fomewhere  about  this  place.     It  was 

the  geography  of  tlicfe  parts  ;  though  the  mountain,  which  is  north  well  of  Antioch,  is  commonly  under- 
ftoorl  to  be  mount  Pieria,  yet  it  feems  to  have  extended,  firll  northward,  and  tiien  to  the  eart,  near  as  far 
as  Antab,  if  it  be  true,  that  the  Singas  rifes  out  of  this  mountain  ;  notwithftanding  this,  all  thefe  moun- 
tains, except  that  part  which  runs  weft  of  Seleucia  Pierix,  feeni  fomctimesto  have  been  called  mount  Ams- 
nus,  and  perhaps  the  weftcrn  ridge  of  mountains  near  the  fea  was  really  mount  Amanus,  and  the  ealtern 
part  rnotml  Pieria,  as  we  may  likewife  fuppofe  that  mount  Amanus  was  between  mount  Pieria  and  Taurus  to 
the  north  of  it,  and  yet  Amanus  is  fometimes  called  Mount  Taurus  ;f  or  Antioch,  where  Antab  now  ftands, 
was  called  Antioch  at  mount  Taurus.  Another  difficulty  arifes  from  the  different  bounds  that  are  givea 
of  Cihcia  and  Syria,  as  already  obferved  ;  and  a  third  from  the  three  pafles,  which  ia  their  names  are 
confounded  with  one  another. 

»  See  Quiniui  Curtius  and  Arrianui. 
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with  the  ulmoft  difficulty  that  I  got  to  this  ruin,  by  reafon  that  it  is  in  the  middle  of  a. 
thick  wood  ;  when  I  came  to  it,  I  found  it  to  be  the  remains  of  a  very  fine  triumphal 
arch  of  grey  polifhed  marble  ;  the  top  of  it,  and  great  part  of  the  piers  were  fallen 
down ;  the  corners  of  it  were  adorned  with  pilafters ;  the  principal  front  was  to  the 
fourh,  where  there  was  a  pillar  on  each  fide,  the  pedeftals  of  which  onlv  remain. 
There  feems  to  have  been  a  paffage  in  the  eaflern  pier  up  to  the  top  of  it  /the  inner 
part  is  built  of  a  kind  of  mouldering  gravelly  flone  or  earth,  cut  out  hke  hewn  ftone 
and  appears  alnioft  like  unburnt  brick  ;  and  I  fhould  have  thought  that  it  was  a  com- 
pofition,  if  I  had  not  feen  fuch  a  fort  of  flone  in  this  part.  In  order  to  ftrengthen  the 
building  there  is  a  tier  of  marble  at  every  third  or  fourth  layer  ;  what  remains  of  the 
architeSure  has  in  it  fo  much  beauty  that  one  may  judge  it  was  built  when  that  art 
flouriflicd,  and  might  be  erectsd  to  the  honour  of  Alexander  by  one  of  the  kings  of 
Syria.  There  are  remains  of  a  thick  wall,  which  feem  to  have  joined  to  the  arch,  and 
to  have  been  thrown  down;  it  was  probably  part  of  the  walls  ofNicopolis,  which 
city  was  doubtlefs  built  in  memory  of  Alexander's  vidory  over.  Darius,  and  on  this 
account  received  its  name  ;  and  probably  the  road  went  this  way,  until  they  might, 
have  occafion  to  carry  it  further  from  the  fea.  If  this  wall  ofNicopolis  extended  to 
the  mountains,  it  might  ferve  as  a  defence  of  the  pafs,  which  may  be  the  reafon  why 
it  was  demolifhed. 

We  went  from  Scanderoon  to  Baias  on  the  twcnty-fixth  ;  having  travelled  about  a 
mile,  we  turned  the  corner  of  the  bay,  and  went  northward  in  a  plain  about  half  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  broad  ;  we  foon  left  the  fliore,  and  went  by  a  gentle  afcent  up  to  the 
top  of  fome  low  hills  covered  with  wood  ;  we  foon  after  afcended  a  higher  hill 
through  woods,  the  road  being  a  little  to  the  eaft  of  the  above-mentioned  arch  ;  we 
defcended  from  this  hill  into  the  plain,  where,  1  fuppofe  the  famous  battle  was  fought, 
and  went  to  Baias  in  the  road  already  defcribed.  We  took  fome  refrelhmcnt  in  the 
kanc,  and  let  out  again  for  Scanderoon  ;•  they  told  me,  that  to  the  eaft  of  the  arch  there 
was  a  village  among  the  mountains,  called  Kaihib,  and  another  fouth  of  it,  called 
Oxlkey,  which  was  a  nefl  of  rogues.  At  the  river  Merkes  we  overtook  the  aga  of  the 
independant  bey  of  Baylane,  with  about  fixty  military  men  ;  they  were  going  to  Arfous 
as  they  faid,  to  take  fome  robbers  ;  but  I  was  afterwards  informed,  that  it  was  to  raife 
money,  or  drive  away  the  cattle  of  thole  who  could  not  pay  what  they  exacted  ;  they 
called  to  me,  and  defired  me  to  take  coffee.  The  aga  had  a  Venetian  Have,  who 
was  taken  fo  young  that  he  could  not  talk  Italian  ;  he  offered  to  fell  him  to  me,  thou-rh 
I  apprehended  he  was  not  in  earncit,  and  they  defired  I  would  not  go  on  before  them. 
I  overtook  them  afterwards,  repofing  in  another  place,  and  they  ftopped  us  again,  but 
1  fent  my  man  to  him  to  defire  him,  as  it  was  late,  not  to  detain  me  ;  and  on  a  promife 
not  to  fay  any  thing  that  they  were  coming,  they  permitted  us  to  go  on,  and  we  arrived 
at  Scanderoon.  This  place  is  fituated  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  bay,  and  near  the  fouth 
ea(l  corner  of  it :  it  is  a  tolerable  port,  the  fhips  lying  not  f^\r  from  the  fhore.  About 
half  a  mile  from  the  town  there  rifes  a  very  plentiful  fpring  of  fine  water,  called  Jofeph's 
fountain;  it  makes  a  confiderable  flream,  which  winding  in" the  plain,  palles  through 
the  town,  and  falls  into  the  fea;  but  the  channel  of  it  is  fo  choaked  up  in.  the  plain, 
that  it  has  made  the  country  round  about  it  a  morals,  which  is  one  great  reafon  of  the 
unwholefomenefs  of  the  air  in  funitficr,  at  which  time  the  Europeans  live  molt  in  Bay  Ian 
and  always  fleep  there ;  and  if,  by  any  accident,  they  are  obliged  to  lie  here,  it  is 
worfe  than  if  they  had  Itaycd  n  Sjandcroon  all  the  fummcr.  During  the  time  I  was 
here  1  always  flept  on  board  a  fhip,  which  they  do  not  judge  dangerous.     This  air  caufcfe 

a  fort 
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a  fort  of  lingering  diforder,  often  attended  with  a  jaundice  ;  and  if  they  do  not  change 
the  air,  they  commonly  die ;  it  alfo  often  throws  perfons,  when  they  firft  come,  into 
violent  and  mortal  fevers.  It  is  faid  the  place  was  formerly  ruined  by  the  grand  fignor's 
conftantly  landing  his  army  here  for  the  Perfian  wars  ;  and  that  before  that  time  the 
country  being  drained  and  well  improved,  the  air  was  not  bad  ;  though  it  is  the  port 
of  Aleppo,  yet  it  is  now  only  a  miferable  poor  town,  that  has  rather  the  appearance 
of  a  fmall  village.  A  faftor  for  each  European  nation,  that  trades  this  way,  refides 
here,  and  the  trade  is  the  only  fupport  of  the  place  *.  About  half  a  mile  to  the  fouth 
of  the  town  there  is  an  odlagon  callle  well  built  of  hewn  flone,  the  walls  of  it  are  low, 
but  each  fide  is  defended  by  a  tower ;  it  is  called  the  caftle  of  Scanderbeg  or  Alexander, 
and  feems  to  have  been  built  by  the  Mamalukes,  who  are  the  bed  architeds  in  thefe 
parts,  and  probably  the  defign  of  it  was  to  hinder  the  Lnding  of  the  Ottoman  forces : 
to  the  north  of  it  there  is  an  old  fquare  tower,  which  is  now  inacceirible,  by  reafon  of 
the  morals. 

Chap.  XXI.  —  Of  mount  Rhojus,  and  other  places  between  Scandcroon  and  Kepfe^ 

the  ancient  Seleticia. 

WE  fet  out  from  Scanderoon  to  the  fouthwards  on  the  twenty-feventh,  parted  by 
Scanderbeg's  caftle,  and  went  near  the  fea  fhore  to  the  river  of  Baylan,  which  is 
about  three  miles  from  Scanderoon  ;  I  faw  fome  walls  near  it,  and  a  ruin  of  antient 
brick,  in  which  the  mortar  was  laid  very  thick ;  it  had  fomething  of  the  appearance  of 
a  bagnio.  We  went  on  by  the  fea  fliore,  and  in  about  three  hours  from  Scanderoon 
came  to  a  flrcam  called  Shengan,  and  foon  after  to  fome  high  ground  near  the  fea, 
and  to  another  ftream  called  Agalicpour.  We  went  over  the  hills  into  a  plain,  and 
in  half  an  hour  came  to  a  rivulet  called  Farftalic,  where  the  aga  was,  whom  we  over- 
took in  our  return  from  Baias  to  Scanderoon  ;  and  afterwards  we  met  fome  of  his  men 
driving  off  the  people's  cattle.  One  of  them  a(ked  us  to  give  him  fome  bread  ;  and 
meeting  another  company,  one  of  the  fellows  opened  our  bags  by  force,  and  took  out 
all  our  provifions ;  afterwards  we  met  two  more,  and  one  of  them  taking  a  fancy  to 
fomething  that  I  had,  afked  me  to  give  it  him,  and,  on  my  refuial,  levelled  his  piece 
at  me  ;  lb  I  thought  it  the  fecurefl  way  to  give  fuch  a  trifle,  without  being  obliged 
to  do  it  by  force.  In  order  to  avoid  meeting  any  more  of  them,  we  went  along  the 
fea  (hore  in  a  very  bad  road.  Having  travelled  about  an  hour  we  turned  to  the  eafl:, 
and  then  eroded  a  rivulet  to  the  fouth  called  Dulgehan,  and  repofed  in  a  fine  lawn, 
encompaffcd  with  plane-trees,  and  large  alders. 

Ptolemy  makes  the  latitude  of  Myriandrus  to  be  twenty  minutes  fouth  of  Alexandria, 

"*  Alcxandrftta  has  been  generally  thought  to  be  Alexandria  ad  KTum,  called  in  the  Jerufalcm  Itinerary 
Alexandria  Scabiofa  ;  but  this  place  is  but  eight  miles  from  Baias,  which  is  the  old  ItTus,  whereas  all 
tlie  antients  ag'-ee  in  placin</  it  fixtcen  miles  to  the  fouth  of  ITus.  About  tkree  miles  to  the  fouth  of 
Scanderoon  there  is  a  llream  which  runs  from  Baylan,  and  has  its  name  from  that  place,  where  there  are 
fome  very  fmall  ruins  of  brick  buildings.  It  is  pofiible  Alexandria  might  be  her;  ;  but  even  this  it  too 
near,  and  I  fhould  rather  think  that  it  was  about  the  firft  hills  three  leagues  to  the  fouth  of  Scanderoon  ; 
for  a  little  to  the  fouth  of  this  height  I  faw  ruins  of  a  tower  built  of  brick,  with  mortar  laid  very  thick 
between,  not  to  mention  that  the  anticnts  were  generally  fond  of  building  on  high  places  for  ftrength. 
And  to  confirm  that  the  before  mentioned  diftance  of  this  place  is  no  miilake,  tlie  Pyla  arc  fpoken  of  as 
live  parafangs,  or  eighteen  miles  and  three  quarters  dillant  fr»m  IlTus :  thefe  Pyl^  feem  to  be  thofc  of 
Syria,  and  tl;e  diftance  agrees  very  well  :  for  it  bein^  three  miles  from  the  pafs  to  Bayian,  and  fourteen 
from  that  place  to  Baias ;  this  agrees  very  well  with  the  diftance  mentioned.  Half  i.  mile  from  this  place  we 
faffed  a  ftream  called  Shengan,  which  might  be  conveyed  to  the  old  towu. 
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and  I  conje(9:ured  that  this  place  might  have  been  on  the  river  Dulgehan.  Strabo 
mentions  it  as  one  of  the  places  on  the  bay  of  IfTus  ;  and  Ptolemy  puts  it  ten  minutes 
north  of  RholTus,  with  which  the  fite  agrees  very  well,  but  it  is  at  mod  not  above 
twenty  miles  from  Scanderoon.  However,  fuppoiing  Alexandria  to  have  been  further 
fouth  than  Scanderoon,  we  may  rather  conclude,  that  Ptolemy  might  be  miftaken  in 
the  diftance  between  thefe  two  places,  than  in  that  between  t\vo  fuch  remarkable  towns 
as  Alexandria  and  Ilfus,  in  which  others  alfo  agree  with  him :  to  the  fouth  of  this  place 
indeed  there  are  two  or  three  rivulets,  on  one  of  which  Myriandrus  might  be  fituated. 
The  large  plain  of  Arfous  begins  a  league  further  to  the  fouth  ;  it  is  about  three  miles 
wide,  and  ten  long,  extending  to  Jebel  Totofe,  the  ancient  mount  Rhoffus,  of  which 
Arfous,  the  name  of  the  plain,  may  be  a  corruption.  This  mountain,  as  obferved 
before,  is  knovm  to  mariners  by  the  name  of  Cape  Hog,  and  is  the  fouth  point  or  head 
of  the  bay  of  Iflus,  nov/  called  the  bay  of  Scanderoon. 

Arrian'  fays,  tliat  Alexander  having  paffed  the  ftreights,  that  is,  the  ftreights  of 
mount  Taurus,  out  of  Cappadocia,  encamped  at  the  city  Myriandrus,  by  v/hich  he 
feemcd  to  be  prepared  to  encounter  Darius,  if  he  fhould  force  the  gates  of  Syria,  where 
he  had  placed  a  guard ;  in  which  cafe,  if  he  moved  ncrtluvard,  he  could  march  up 
to  him,  and  give  him  battle  in  fome  of  thefe  narrow  plains  to  the  north  ;  or  if  Darius 
came  to  moot  him,  he  could  adviuice  towards  him  in  the  narrow  valleys  between  the 
hills,  and  not  pern-.it  him  to  come  fo  far  as  the  great  plain  of  Rhofius,  or  Arfous,  in 
order  to  draw  up  his  large  army  to  advantage. 

North  of  thiU  plain, 'and  to  the  weft  of  the  fuppofed  Myriandros,  there  are  fome 
low  hills,  which  run  north  and  fouth,  on  which  Alexander's  army  might  be  encamped 
near  Myriandrus  ;  and  if  Darius  had  come  to  meet  him,  he  could  have  given  hira 
battle  in  the  narrow  plain  between  thofe  hills  and  the  mountains ;  for  this  is  the  way 
Darius  would  moft  probably  have  taken,  the  road  by  the  fea  fide  being  for  the  moft 
part  hilly.  How  Alexander  conducted  his  affairs  on  Darius's  palling  the  other 
Itrcights  has  been  obferved,  and  hiftories  are  full  of  the  particulars  of  that  memorable 
aftion. 

Being  come  into  the  plain  of  Arfous  *,  I  obferved,  that  there  was  a  narrow  plain 
to  the  eaft  between  fome  low  hills  and  the  mountains ;  here  it  is  pofTible  Alexander 
might  have  defigncd  to  have  drawn  Darius  to  an  engagement  if  he  had  forced  the  pafs 

•  South  of  the  plain  of  Arfous  we  came  to  mount  RhofTui,  which  joins  the  other  mountains  to  the 
eaft  and  fouth.  Strabo  fays,  the  mountains  of  Picriajoin  to  Amaiius  and  RhoCTiis  ;  I  fhould  Iiave  rather 
thought  Rhoffus  a  part  of  the  mountain  of  Picria,  and  Coryphya:ns  another  part  of  it,  that  is  the  hit^h 
mountain  between  it  ai.d  the  city  of  Selcucia  Picrine.  The  exai^t  divifion  of  the  country,  according  to  tlie 
old  geography  ,■  feems  to  he  confufed  :  Pliny  and  Mela  call  it  Seleucis  Antiochene.  The  truth  is,  Seleucis 
fccms  to  be  divided  into  Picria,  CalTiotis,  and  Seleucis  Pioper;  in  the  lail  Ptolemy  places  only  Gephyra, 
Gindaruj,  and  Inima,  that  is  the  plain  to  the  north  of  the  Orontcs,  extending  from  Imma  in  the  Aleppo 
mad  to  the  countiy  near  Seleucia  Picrix  on  the  fea.  Ho  raentiono  the  places  of  Picria,  hut  they  fcem  only 
to  1h'  fuch  as  are  inland,  probably  on  the  vrry  mountain  of  I'icria,  being  Pinara,  the  gales  of  Svria,  and 
Pagrai ;  the  firlt  is  unknown,  and  tiie  two  others  are  on  the  mountains.  In  the  very  beginning  of  his 
account  »t  Syria,  without  putting  down  tlie  particular  territory,  he  mentions  Alexandria,  Myriandrus, 
RolTus,  the  rock  of  Koflus,  Seleucia  Pieriii",  and  the  mouth  of  the  Orontes ;  thefe  I  take  tu  be  the 
maritime  towns  of  Pieria.  The  maritime  places  that  follow  from  Pofidium  to  Balcniva  inchifive,  are 
fnentioncd  only  imdcr  the  general  denomination  of  Syria,  and  fccm  to  be  the  maritime  places  of  Cafliotis, 
Pofidium  being  a  little  to  the  fouth  of  mount  CafTms.  On  mount  RhofTus  there  was  a  town  of  the  fame 
name;  and  I  was  afTurcd,  after  I  loft  thole  pait»,  that  there  are  great  ruins  to  Itr  fccn  there  ;  and  the  rock 
of  RolTus  i?  mentioned  in  the  fame  degree  of  latitude  :  from  Pofidium  I  faw  a  rock  in  the  fea,  at  fome 
little  diftance  from  the  point  of  the  mountain  ;  this  it  thought  to  rcfemble  a  boar's  lioaJ,  which  might  give 
occafion  for  calling  this  point  of  land  Kos  Canzir  [The  Boar's  Head]  ;  and  it  hac  the  fame  figniiicatiop  in 
•iher  languages. 

of 
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of  Syria.  In  three  quarters  of  an  hour  we  croficd  a  dream,  and  in  half  an  hour  more 
a  fecond,  and  about  half  a  league  from  it  came  to  a  village  of  Turcomen,  in  the 
middle  of  a  fine  plantation  of  mulfterry  and  fig  trees ;  the  vines  being  planted  fo  as 
to  twine  about  the  latter.  The  people  led  us  to  their  village,  where  they  formerly 
lived  in  great  affluence,  until  they  had  of  late  been  much  oppreiled  by  their  governors. 
I  faw  here  ft;veral  broken  pillars,  efpecially  about  the  "rurkifh  burial  place ;  as  it 
rained,  thundered,  and  lightened,  we  lay  all  night  ift  one  of  their  outhoufes.  On 
the  twenty-eighth  we  went  on,  paiTed  a  rivulet  called  Boilu,  and  in  an  hour  came  to 
Alhope,  an  Arab  village;  there  are  many  winter  torrents  about  this  place,  that  fpread 
over  the  plain  -,  in  an  iiour  we  came  to  ibme  hills  that  ftretch  weihvards  from  the  moun- 
tains, and  arrived  at  a  village  on  the  foot  of  them,  where  the  people  were  afraid  of  us, 
but  fent  a  man  to  (hew  us  the  way  :  having  paOed  thefe  hills  we  afcended  others  to 
fome  huts  that  belonged  to  a  village  called  Eimerakefy ;  we  repofed  here  under  the 
fhade  of  a  tree,  and  the  people  very  civilly  brought  us  bread  and  milk.  Here  I  hired 
two  men  to  go  with  me  over  mount  Rhoffus,  now  called  Totofe  ;  the  men  I  had  taken 
with  me  from  Scanderoon  returning  from  this  place.  We  went  to  a  village  very 
pleafantly  fituated,  the  hills  encompafling  a  vale  below,  which  forms  a  fort  of  amphi- 
theatre, and  produces  plenty  of  fruit,  as  oranges,  lemons,  peaches,  and  pomegra- 
nates. We  had  alfo,  from  this  place,  a  fine  profpedl  of  the  fea,  of  Aias-kala  on  the 
point  of  Malio,  of  the  bay  of  Tarfus,  and  mount  Taurus  :  one  of  the  men  of  whom 
I  had  hired  horles  being  of  this  village,  the  people  were  very  civil ;  1  was  conduced 
to  a  houfe,  and  a  youth  brought  me  a  prefent  of  pomegranates ;  as  the  weather  was 
bad  we  flayed  here  all  day ;  the  head  of  the  village  came  to  us,  and  we  had  an  enter- 
tainment of  boiled  wheat  with  meat  in  it,  and  a  difli  of  the  pumkin  kind,  drefled 
alter  their  way.  In  the  evening  I  moved  to  a  tree,  under  which  we  repofed  all  night. 
On  the  twenty-ninth  we  afcended  an  hour  through  woods  of  pine  trees  to  a  fpring  of 
w-atcr,  and  afterwards  as  much  further,  by  a  very  fteep  afcent  to  the  higheft  part  of 
the  hill  which  we  were  to  pais,  the  mountains  being  much  higher  to  the  well  ;  vvc  faw 
a  deep  valley  below,  and  travelling  on  upon  the  mountains,  we  came  to  a  fine  green 
fpot,  where  I  faw  laurel  and  yew,  the  only  place  in  which  I  had  feen  the  former 
grow  wild  ;  and  I  had  not  obferved  the  latter  out  of  England,  except  in  gardens  ;  there 
were  alfo  box  trees  and  horn  bean  on  this  mountain  in  great  abundance.  We  at  length 
defcended  into  another  valley  to  the  fouth,  which  feemed  to  divide  the  mountain  ; 
we  went  in  it  about  two  hours,  and  came  to  a  large  rivulet  called  the  Oterjoye.  We 
went  an  hour  further  in  this  valley,  and  afcending,  in  three  quarters  of  an  hour  we 
palfed  by  two  or  three  houfes,  where  the  people  would  not  receive  ftrangers ;  fo  we 
went  an  hour  further,  .rolTmg  to  the  other  fide  of  the  vale,  and  came  to  a  few  houfes, 
where  we  lay  on  the  top  of  one  of  them  ;  the  houfes  are  low,  and  ufually  built  againft 
the  fide  of  a  hill,  to  fave  the  expence  of  a  wall.  On  the  thirtieth  I  faw  to  the  weft  ruins 
of  a  thick  wall,  and  of  fome  houfes.  We  travelled  three  hours  in  a  very  bad  road,  and 
coming  to  the  fouth  fide  of  the  mountain,  palled  by  a  ruined  church  called  Motias, 
and  n^on  atter  faw  to  the  left  the  firft  of  the  three  Armenian  villages  in  this  country, 
which  is  called  Alchaphah.  We  pafled  by  a  large  ruined  convent  called  Gebur,  where 
there  iirc  remains  of  a  lofty  church.  In  another  hour  we  arrived  at  the  fecond  Armenian 
village  called  lonelac  ;  thefe  villages  have  each  of  them  a  church,  and  are  governed 
by  Chriftians,  called  caias,  or  deputies,  appointed  by  the  Turkifli  governors  ;  but 
they  are  liable  not\\-ithflanding  to  the  oppreilion  of  the  Turkilh  officers,  who  are  feni 
among  them  to  colled  their  rents  and  taxes,  and  when  they  have  made  fine  improve- 
ments, they  often  take  them  entirely  out  of  their  hands. 
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To  the  weft,  among  the  mountains,  there  was  a  fmall  volcano,  or  eruption  of  fire, 
vhich  may  ftill  continue.  I  had  an  account  of  it  from  an  Englilh  gentleman,  who 
went  to  fee  it  not  many  years  ago  :  when  he  was  conducted  to  it,  they  were  obliged  to 
defcend  a  hill  with  much  difficulty,  the  furface  of  which  they  found  very  hot,  and 
on  the  fide  of  it  came  to  the  volcanoes,  being  two  fmall  holes,  out  of  which  there 
iffucd  a  fmoke,  and,  as  they  were  affured,  fometimes  a  flame  ;  the  people  of  thofe  parts, 
who  conducted  them,  were  of  that  feft,  who  are  faid  to  be  worfhippers  of  the  devil,  of 
whom  I  Ihall  give  an  account.  'I'hey  obliged  them  to  buy  a  cock,  and  carry  to  the 
place,  and  would  have  then  facrificed  it,  but  they  excufed  themfelves,  and  left  the  in- 
fidels to  perform  that  fuperitition  :  they  took  up  their  lodgings  with  them  ;  but  one 
of  the  gentlemen,  who  underftood  Arabic,  fmding  they  were  to  be  plundered  at  leaft, 
they  departed  precipitately,  and  efcapcd  the  danger. 

Travelling  ftill  on  the  fide  of  the  hills,  we  went  weftward,  crofling  feveral  deep 
beds  of  mountain  torrents,  with  fl:eep  hills  on  each  fide  ;  and  afcending  a  hill  a  little 
to  the  north-weft,  came  to  the  third  Armenian  village,  called  Kepfe. 

Chap.  XXII.  —  Of  Kep/c,  the  antient  Scleucia  of  Pieria. 

KEPSE  Is  fituated  about  a  mile  from  the  fea,  and  is  remarkable,  as  it  is  on  the  fpot 
where  the  antient  Seleucia  Pierian  ftood,  a  place  of  a  moft  extraordinary  fituation,  of 
great  natural  ftrength,  and  well  fortified  by  art.  Seleucus  the  firft,  king  of  Syria, 
built  it  foon  after  he  had  vanquiflied  Antigonus,  at  a  time  when  he  \:as  not  fettled 
in  his  kingdom,  and  probably  fortified  this  city,  with  a  political  view  to  have  it  as  a 
place  for  the  laft  refort  in  cafe  Antioch  ftiould  be  taken  ;  for  there  are  many  confider- 
ations  that  would  otherwife  have  induced  him  to  have  built  the  city  on  the  plain 
below  ;  and  about  the  port  there  was  actually  a  well  fortified  fuburb,  where,  for  con- 
vcniency,  they  held  their  markets.  Seleucia  was  fituated  on  a  rocky  foil,  on  the  fouth 
fide  of  the  mountain,  very  near  to  the  fouth-weft  corner  cf  it.  The  walls  on  the 
fouth  fide  were  built  on  high  cliffs  over  the  plain ;  to  the  weft,  on  the  brow  of  a  ftecp 
defcent,  over  the  bed  of  a  mountain  torrent,  that  runs  fouthwards  into  the  plain  ;  to 
the  north,  on  cliffs  over  the  bed  of  the  fame  torrent,  and  towards  the  north-eaft  part 
thefe  cliffs  are  very  high  and  perpendicular  ;  there  is  a  dcfccnt  within  the  walls  from 
the  north-eaft,  north-weft,  and  eaft ;  and  a  fteep  defcent  on  the  eaft  fide  without  the 
walls,  which  cannot  be  lefs  than  fifty  or  fixty  feet  deep  ;  at  the  bottom  of  it  there  is  a 
natural  folle  ;  but  here  the  place  being  weakcft,  there Vas  a  double  vwill ;  the  outer 
one  confiftcd  of  very  large  ftones,  and  was  ten  feet  thick  ;  the  inner  wall  was  well 
built  of  hewn  ftone,  and  defended  by  fquare  turrets  about  fifty  paces  apnrt.  On  the 
call  fide  of  the  city  there  is  a  very  narrt)w  bed  of  a  v.-inter  torrent,  which  is  a  natural 
ioffee  ;  there  being  a  great  defcent  from  the  wall  down  to  the  rivulet ;  there  is  alio  a 
gentle  defcent  within  to  tb.e  fouth-eaft  corner,  w  here  the  r(K.k  is  low,  and  co!n'"i.'quent!r 
tiie  fituation  weak ;  the  walls  are  there  very  ftrongly  built,  and  defended  by  a  large 
fquare  tower,  and  a  ftrong  enclofure  made  within  them,  as  a  fort  of  a  caftle  for  defence, 
in  cafe  the  outer  walls  fliould  be  taken.  Fmm  the  north-eaft  corner,  is  the  gre.Uefl 
liL-ight  of  the  hill,  which  may  be  looked  on  as  tlie  fummit  of  it,  continuing  the  whole 
length  of  the  double  wall;  and  from  the  north  and  eaft  fides  tliere  is  a  defcent  to  all 
the  other  parts  of  the  town.  In  fuch  a  fituation  it  nuift  have  been  diHicult  to  have 
conveyed  off  the  water;  but  this  they  contrived  by  making  drains  arched  over,  whicli 
begin  at  I'ome  diftance  from  the  v.alls,  and  leilening  as  they  approach  to  them  end  at 
the  walls  like  pike  holes.     Thefe  drains  are  filled  with  large  Itones,  ib  tliat  the  water 
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had  an  outIet,\vithout  any  confidorable  openings  that  might  weaken  the  city.  In  the  plain, 
near  the  foutli-weit  corner  of  the  city,  there  was  a  fine  bafon,  which  v  as  walled  round  ;. 
the  defign  of  it  was  to  receive  the  fliipping  ;  from  it  the  paflage,  or  channel  leads  to 
the  fca.  To  the  north  of  this  channel  there  is  a  flat  fpot  of  ground,  about  half  a  mile 
fquarc,  to  \\  hich  there  is  a  gentle  afcent,  where  at  the  fouth-weft  point  of  the  hill  was 
a  tower.  On  this  fpot  alfo  there  is  another  ftrong  tower,  from  which  a  wall  was 
built  over  the  fea  cUffs  to  the  north  as  far  as  the  famous  channel  cut  in  the  rock, 
yhicli  I  fliall  have  occafion  to  mention  ;  this,  together  with  the  wall,  enclofed  the  port, 
and  joined  it  to  the  fuburb  below.  This  tower  feems  to  have  been  defigned  as  a 
defence  to  the  port.  On  the  fouth  fide  alfo  of  the  entrance  there  was  another  tower, 
built  on  the  rock  which  beneath  was  hollowed  into  a  room  twenty-four  feet  lono;,  and 
ten  feet  wide :  near  this  there  is  a  pier,  which  runs  into  the  fea,  and  is  eighteen  paces 
wide,  and  about  fixty-feven  long ;  it  is  built  of  very  large  (tones,  fome  of  w  hich  are 
twenty  feet  long,  five  deep,  and  lix  feet  wide  ;  the  ilones  have  been  joined  together  by 
iron  cramps,  the  marks  of  which  are  ftill  to  be  feen.  A  little  way  to  the  north  of  this 
there  is  fuch  another  pier,  fifteen  paces  wide,  and  a  hundred  and  twenty  long  ;  and  the 
bottom  being  kept  clean  and  open  between  thcie  piers,  it  is  probable  the  fliipping  lay 
there  in  the  fummer,  as  in  the  winter  they  w^ere  doubtlefs  laid  up  in  the  baibn :  the 
fouth  fide  of  this  bafon,  and  the  entrance  to  it  were  built  (Irong  for  defence,  and  a 
wall  wiis  carried  from  the  bidbn,  about  half  a  furlong  to  the  fouth,  defended  by  towers, 
for  greater  fecurity.  From  the  eaft  end  of  the  bafon  the  wall  was  built  along  near  a 
rivulet,  that  comes  from  the  eafl  fide  of  the  town,  and  that  wall  was  carried  on  to  the 
dift  at  the  fouth  eaft  corner  of  the  city. 

On  the  fouth-eaft  fide  of  the  city  there  was  a  ftrong  gate,  adorned  with  pilailers, 
and  defended  witli  round  towers.  This  gate  is  flill  ftanding,  almoft  entire,  and  is  called 
the  gate  of  Antioch. 

The  ftream  and  mountain  torrent,  as  I  obfervcd,  ran  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  town 
towards  the  fouth,  and  confequently  muft  have  gone  where  the  bafon  now  is,  and, 
after  heavy  rains,  muft  have  overflown  all  thofe  parts,  and  done  much  damage  ;  fo 
that,  I  fuppofe,  in  order  to  carry  the  ftream  another  way,  that  extraordinary  work 
was  executed,  which  Polybius  takes  notice  of  as  the  only  communication  the  city  had 
with  the  fea,  which,  he  fltys,  was  cut  out  of  the  rock  like  ftairs.  It  is  a  paflage  which 
is  from  fourteen  to  eighteen  feet  wide ;  the  firft  part  from  the  eaft,  for  two  htindred 
and  fixty  paces  in  length,  and  about  forty  feet  in  height,  is  cut  under  the  foot  of  the 
mountain  ;  the  reft  which  is  about  eight  hundred  and  twenty  paces  in  length,  is  funk 
down  from  fifteen  to  about  twenty  feet  in  the  folid  rock,  and  is  open  at  top ;  it  ends 
at  the  fea,  and  the  laft  part  is  cut  dov\n  lower,  and  great  pieces  of  rock  are  left  acrofs 
the  paffage  to  make  the  entrance  difficult,  there  being  a  path  left  only  on  one  fide, 
which  might  be  clofed  upon  any  occafion ;  they  call  this  in  Turkifli,  Garice  [a  channel 
tor  water].  It  is  not  cut  with  fteps,  as  Polybius  defcribes  it ;  along  the  fides  of  it  are 
fmall  chaiuiels  to  convey  water  from  the  higher  parts  to  the  ground,  which  is  to  the 
fouth  of  it,  and  is  the  fouth-weft  corner  of  the  hill  that  is  cut  off^by  this  channel,  and 
is  feparated  from  the  hill  on  which  the  city  ftands  by  the  bed  of  the  torrent,  which 
goes  to  the  port.  This  extraordinary  channel  ends  a  little  way  to  the  north  of  the 
northern  pier.  The  water  formerly  run  through  it,  but  now  it  does  not  go  that  way, 
unlefs  after  great  floods  :  it  is  faid,  that  the  Arabs  coming  mto  thefe  parts,  turned  the 
1^-ater  to  the  north-weft,  where  I  faw  it  run  by  a  fort  of  fubterraneous  paflage ; 
ihe  ftream  alfo  in  fome  parts  takes  its  old  courfe,  though  ftrong  walls  were  built, 
V  hich  are  ftill  ftaudiiig,  to  turn  it  another  way  \  but  it  is  to  be  queftioned,  if  they  had 
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not  fome  contrivance  to  carry  pwt  of  it  to  the  fuburb  about  the  port,  and  to  the  bafon, 
when  it  was  neccflary,  in  order  to  fill  it ;  and  part  of  it  now  runs  into  the  bafon,  which 
is  choakcd  up  and  become  a  morafs ;  and  the  water    at   prefent  goes    in  two   fmaJl 
ftreains  into  the  fea,  one  through  the  channel  of  the  bafon,  and  the  other  to  the  fouth- 
weft  of  it.     The  top  of  the  hill,  on  each  fide  of  the  artificial  paffage  through  the  rock^ 
is  cut  hito  fepulchral  grots,  efpecially  on  the  fouth  fide  ;  fome  of  thefc  are  very  grand, 
and  have  courts  before  them,  with  fcveral  apartments  one  within  another,  fuppcrted 
by  pillars  of  the  folid  rock ;    fome  of  them  which  are  near  the  paffage  have  epitaphs 
cut  on  them  ;  there  are  likewife  many  imperfetSl  infcriptions  and  feveral  reliefs,  which 
feem  rather  works  of  fancy  than  for  any  particular  defign  ;  but  the  chief  burial  places 
were  grots,  near  the  fouth-eaft  corner  of  the  fown  by  the  fide  of  the  road  that  leads  to 
Antioch.     To  the  north  of  the  town  there  are  fome  aqueducts  cut  through  the  m6un- 
tains,  by  which  the  water  is  brought  a  confiderable  way,  and  might  be  made  in  order  to 
fecure  a  conflant  fupply  ;  though  they  have  fprings  on  the  very  height  of  the  town  ; 
but  without  doubt  they  were  not  fufficient  for  fo  large  a  city,  which  was  at  leaft  four 
miles  in  circumference.     On  the  north  fide,  under  the  walls  which  are  oppofite  to  this 
aqueduft,  there  is  an  oblong  fquare  open  place  cut  in  the  cliff,  about  twenty-four 
feet  above  the  ground ;  it  is  eight  paces  long,  and  three  wide,  the  afcent  to  it  is  by 
a  ladder  ;  there  are  two  niches  alfo  cut  into    the  rock,  which  feem  to  have  been  de- 
figned  for  altars ;  over  one  of  them  there   is   a  large  crofs  in  relief;  they  call  it  the 
convent  of  Codryllus,  and  it  is  probable  that  it  was  the  hermitage  of  fome  Chriflian  of 
that  name.     Above  this,    near  a   quarter  of  a  mile  to  the  eaft  of  the  city  walls,  there 
is  a  fepulchral  grotto,  over   the  door  of  which  is  a   relief,  cut  on  the  rock,  repre- 
fenting  a  woman  fitting  in  a  chair,  leaning  her  head  on  her  right  hand,  and  holding 
with  her   left    the  right  arm  of  the   chair,  as  in    a  melancholy   poflure  ;  before   her 
(lands  a  child,  which  is  probably  defigned  for  her  daughter  ;   on  one  fide  there  is  a 
relief,  in  which  the  woman  is  giving  fomething  to   her  child ;   this  probably    was  a 
fepulchre  made  for  a  beloved  daughter.     There  is  another  hermitage  which  they  caH 
faint  Drus,  and  a  narrow  afcent  over  it  cut  out  of  the  rock  up  the  fide  of  a  fleep  cliff, 
which  leads  to  a  fpot  that  they  call  a  caflle,  and  might  be  defigned  for  a  place  of  re- 
treat.    I  went  along  the  fide  of  the  mountain   towards  the  welt,  to  the  north  of  the 
ifream  that  runs  on  the  north  fide  of  the  city,  and  foon  paffed  by  the  ruins  of  a  large 
convent  with  its  church,  from  which  I  afcended  northwards  by    a.  very  dilficult  way 
to  the  cad  end  of  the  fummit  of  the  mountain,  whicli  is  very  narrow,  and  on  three  fides 
there  is  a  fteep  precipice.     This  fuminit  of  the  hill,  which  is  exceedingly  (trong  by 
nature,  is  worked  into  a  little  fortrefs,  and  they  call  it  the  caftle  ;  but  it  is  contrived 
in  fuch  a  manner  that  nothing  is  feen  on  the  outfide ;  the  rock  is  worked  into  a  fence 
like  a  wall,  and  is  iupplied  in  fome  places  with  an  artificial  work ;  and  under  it  the 
rock  is  hollowed  into  a  large  ciftern.     This  place,  which  might  be  defended  by  a  finall 
number  of  people,  feeu'.s  to  have  been  defigned  as  a  private  retreat  for  a  few  perfons  in 
any  danger,  where  they  inight  fecure  things  of  the  greatell  value.     Returning  down  to 
the  convent,  I  went  to  thj  well  till  I  came  to  that  p;u-t  of  the  mountain  wliich  is  near 
the  fea,  and   turning  northwards  walked  about  four   miles  in  a  foot  way  over  the  fea, 
to  view  foivie  ruins!  this  road  goes  all  along  to  mount  Rhoflus,  and  fo  to  the  plain  of 
Arfous  ;  I  was  difappointed  as  to  the  ruins  I  went  in  ilvrch  of,  finding  only  the  remains 
or  a  litde  Cv'HVent  and  its  church,  and  a  few  fmall  chapels  about  theniountain,  which 
probably  belonged  to  hermitaj^es,  and  fome  cilLrns  built  to  receive  the  water  from  the 
mountains. 
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Within  the  city  there  are  very  few  ruins  to  be  fcen  except  of  the  walls :  towarJs 
the  fouth  part  there  is  a  raifcd  gronnfi,  iji  a  regular  form,  where  poflibly  tlicre  might 
be  a  temple  ;  on  the  welt  fule  of  the  road  that  runs  to  the  fouth-ea(l  through  the 
town,  are  fome  remains  of  pillars  {landing  ;  towards  the  gate  of  Antioch  there  is  a. 
large  fquare,  which  is  levelled  by  cutting-away  the  rock,  and  it  is  fliaped  in  fome  parts 
like  a  wall.  This  might  be  either  the  court  to  fome  large  building,  or  the  fite  of 
fome  public  edifice,  or  pofiibly  might  ferve  as  a  rcfervoir  for  water.  To  the  north  of 
this  road  there  is  ahol'ow  ground  like  the  bed  of  a  torrent,  and  over  it  to  the  ealt  a 
height,  v.'hcre  I  concluded,  from  a  regulnr  piece  of  ground,  that  there  nu'ght  be  another 
public  building.  This  is  all  that  is  to  be  feen  of  thofe  magnificent  temples  and  build- 
ings of  which  Polybius  makes  mention.  The  northern  part  of  the  town  was  well 
w:vfercd,  but  there  is  no  profpect  from  it :  1  faw  remains  of  aqueducts  on  the  ground, 
ih:.t  were  carried  from  fome  of  the  highell  fprings. 

The  fouthern  part  of  the  city  was  very  pleafant,  commanding  from  moft  parts  a 
view  of  the  fea,  mount  Calfms,  the  port,  the  plain  to  the  fouth,  and  of  the  Orontcs 
running  through  it.  The  public  buildings  fecm  to  have  been  in  the  parts  already  de- 
fcribed,  and  it  is  probable  that  they  were  inhabited  by  people  of  diltinction  ;  and  here 
the  kings  of  Syria  might  have  their  palace.  I  obferved  one  pardcularity  in  the  build- 
ing  of  the  walls  of  the  city,  by  which  I  aiterwards  diftinguiihed  the  buildings  of  thofe 
ages ;  they  fet  one  tier  of  (tones  on  the  end  length-ways,  with  the  trroadelt  fide  outer- 
nK)(t,and  the  other  tier  flat  with  the  ends  outermoft,  and  fo  alternately. 

I  obferved  a  pardcular  fafliion  among  the  women  of  Kepfe  ;  they  wear  a  fort  of  cap 
made  of  filver  money,  faflened  round  in  rows  by  holes  made  in  theui  :  ;unong  tht  i"e 
there  are  many  antient  medals  of  the  Syrian  Idngs,  and  of  the  city  itl'elf,  which  are 
often  found  here  ;  fo  that  the  head  of  a  lady  of  Kepfe  is  often  a  very  valuable  piece 
of  antiquity. 

From  this  place  I  croffed  over  the  plain  fouthwards  about  four  miles  to  the  Orontc?. 
Froni  the  mountains  the  coimtry  appears  Hke  a  plain  all  the  way  to  Antioch  ;  but 
about  a  league  to  the  eafl  from  the  fea,  there  are  low  hills  almofl  as  far  as  that 
city,  which  have  fruitful  valleys  between  them.  We  faw  on  the  eafl  a  pleafant 
village  on  a  hill,  which  feeras  to  have  retained  its  antient  Greek  name,  being  called 
Lyfias. 

I  went  towards  the  mouth  of  the  Orontes,  to  fee  if  I  could  find  any  remains  of  the 
antient  port  of  Antioch,  which  I  difcovered  before  I  arrived  at  the  mouth  of  that  river, 
at  the  diftance  of  near  two  miles  from  the  fea.  There  is  a  large  bafon  fo  filled  up, 
that  I  could  not  be  certain  whether  it  was  of  a  multangular,  or  round  figure,  but  I 
took  it  to  be  the  latter ;  it  was  filled  from  above  by  the  river,  -.t  a  place  where  the 
river  winds,  fo  that  the  flream  flowed  directly  into  a  canal  that  leads  to  ti:e  bafon,  by 
which  the  fliipping  entered  into  it.  This  canal  had,  without  doubt,  flood  gates  to 
hinder  too  great  a  quandty  of  water  from  running  into  it  on  any  rifmg  of  the  river.  I 
obferved  from  the  north-eafl;  fide  of  the  bafon  two  canals,  winding  round  part  of  it 
in  a  circular  form,  one  within  the  other,  having  no  outlet,  which  feem  to  have  been 
dofigned  as  places  for  laying  up  their  veflTels.  Near  a  mile  to  the  weft  of  this  bafon  there 
are  ruins  of  feveral  houfes  along  the  river,  which  do  not  feem  to  be  of  any  very  great 
antiquity,  but  probably  were  houfes  of  merchants,  and  warehoufes,  when  Antioch 
flouriflied  in  the  middle  ages,  at  which  time  it  was  called  the  port  of  St.  Simon,  pro- 
bably from  a  monaftery  which  is  built  on  the  north  fide  of  mount  Caflius,  and  is  very 
diflicult  of  accefs ;  it  is  IHU  feen  facing  the  port,  and  was  probably  dedicated  to 

St, 


IN   THE    EAST.  ^y 

St.  Simon,  or  it  niiglu  have  its  name  from  the  convent  on  the  hill  called  BenecUfy, 
halfway  to  Antioch,  of  which  I  fhall  give  an  account.  To  the  weft  of  this  port  there 
are  ruins  of  a  fmall  cliurch,  and  very  near  it  a  ruined  inclofure,  about  eight  paces 
fquare,  the  walls  of  wh.ich  are  twelve  feet  thick ;  this  feenis  to  have  been  a  kind  of 
fortrefs,  and  it  might  fcrve  alfo  for  a  kane,  and  for  warehoufes.  The  prefent  port  is  x 
little  further  to  the  well',  about  half  a  mile  from  the  mouth  of  the  Orontes  ;  the  boats 
come  to  the  banks  of  the  river,  and  there  are  only  a  few  huts  built  as  warelioufc^  for  the 
fait  that  is  brought  to  this  place  from  Tripoli,  and  for  the  rice  that  is  imported  from 
Laticliea,  and  is  brought  to  that  city  from  Damiata  in  Egypt.  The  Orontes  here  is 
deep,  though  not  very  wide,  and  the  river  as  formerly  might  very  well  be  made  navi- 
gable to  Antioch,  which  is  computed  to  be  about  twenty  miles  from  the  fea  ;  but,  they 
fciy,  the  bed  of  the  river  is  choaked  near  that  city.  In  all  this  plain  they  talk  Arabic,- 
though  on  the  hills  on  each  fide  they  fpeak  Turkifli,  and  the  Chriftians,  who  are  not 
Greeks,  talk  Armenian. 

Mount  Caflus  is  now  called  Jcbel  Ocrab  [the  Bald  Mountain]  ;  it  is  about  t\vo- 
miles  fouth  of  the  river  ;  but  a  little  above  the  old  port  the  foot  of  the  hills  come  to 
the  Orontes  ;  it  is  certainly  a  very  high  mountain  ;  but  Pliny  feems  to  exceed  when  he 
fays  it  is  fo  high,  that,  at  the  fourth  watch,  they  faw  the  fun  rifing  in  the  caft,  and 
turning  ihemielves  to  the  wt^ii,  they  niightfee  day  and  night  at  the  fame  time  ;  and  he 
fays,  moreover,  that  it  was  four  miles  in  perpendicular  height.  1  know  not  what  moun- 
tiiin  Anti-Cafiius  could  be,  unlefs  it  was  a  fummit  of  Mount  Calfius  to  the  fouth,  which 
appears  but  in  very  few  places,  and,  I  think,  I  iaw  it  only  from  one  place  near  Pofidium, 
all  the  other  hills  being  very  low  with  regard  to  mount  Caflius. 

All  this  country  is  much  improved  with  mulberry  trees  for  the  filk  worms ;  thefc- 
parts  producing  great  qviantity  of  fdk,  and  not  a  little  tobacco,  which  is  forae  of  the 
heft  in  Syria ;  I  went  eaftward  from  this  place  to  Antioch.  About  halfway  there  is  a  long 
high  hill  to  the  north  of  the  river,  which  is  called  Bcneclefy  [the  Thoufand  Churches], 
probably  from  a  great  number  of  churches  iorraerly  on  it  :  at  the  top  of  it  arc  the 
remains  of  a  very  noble  convent,  called  faint  Simon  Stylites ;  the  whole  was  encom- 
pafled  with  a  wall  built  of  large  hewn  ftone,  about  ninety  paces  in  front,  and  two 
hundred  and  thirty  in  length.  The  church  feems  within  to  have  been  a  Greek  crof?, 
though  the  building  without  is  fquare,  and  there  were  probably  two  chapels,  a  facrifty, 
and  chapter-houfe,  to  make  it  a  fquare  ;  the  middle  part  was  an  oclogan,  four  fides  of 
it  being  open  to  the  church  ;  and,  as  well  as  I  could  judge,  there  w  ere  four  altars  in 
the  other  four  fides  ;  in  the  middle  of  the  odogan  is  the  lower  part  of  Saint  Simon's, 
pillar,  cut  cut  of  the  rock,  with  two  fteps  to  the  pcdeftal  ;  it  is  cxadly  on  the  modeF^ 
and  of  the  fame  dimenfions,  as  that  near  Aleppo.  This  hill  is  a  rich  fpot  of  ground,  and 
a  fine  fituation,  commanding  a  view  of  the  fea,  of  the  plain,  of  the  river  winding  betweea 
the  hills  of  Antioch,  and  of  the  lake  beyond  it^  not  to  mention  the  pleafant  country 
which  was  the  fpot  of  the  antient  Daphne.  This  maybe  the  hill  Trapezon,  i'o  called 
in  Greek  from  its  refemblance  to  a  table;  for  Strabo,  immediately  after  it,  mentions 
Seleucia  ami  Rhofliis.  The  Greek  patriarch,  about  thirty  years  ago,  endeavoured  to 
get  this  beautiful  place  into  his  hands,  anil  was  well  guarded  with  firmans  from  Con- 
Itantindple  ;  but  the  mob  rofe  at  Antioch,  and  the  people  there,  and  of  the  country 
round  about,  came  in  great  numbers,  anil  dellroyed  not  only  the  new  building,  but 
alfo  what  remained  of  the  old.  As  I  went  down  the  hill  1  law  iome  few  ruins,  pro» 
bably  of  hermitages  and  churches,  and  came  a  fecond  time  to  .^Yntioch. 
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Chap.  XXni.  —  Of  Anthch. 

ANTTGONUS,  u ho  fucceeded  Alexander  in  the  government  of  Syria,  built  a  city 
near  the  place  where  Antioch  now  ftands,  and  called  it  Antigonia.  Enquiring  for  ruins 
of  an  old  city  near  Antioch,  I  was  informed  there  were  fonie  figns  of  an  old  town, 
about  a  league  and  a  half  to  the  eaft  of  Antioch  ;  and  when  I  came  to  Antioch  from 
the  eaft,  as  mentioned  before,  I  obfcrved,  at  a  place  where  a  point  of  the  hills  makes 
out  neareft  to  the  river,  the  foundations  of  very  thick  walls,  and  further  weft  fome 
others,  which  I  concluded  to  be  the  walls  of  Antigonia,  and  may  be  the  foundations  of 
the  two  gateways  ;  it  is  probable  the  walls  were  built  to  the  river,  and  the  low  hills  over 
it  fortified.  Seleucus  vanquilhing  Antigonus,  did  not  think  this  fituation  ftrong  enough 
for  the  capital  of  his  kiigdom ;  fo,  deftroying  the  town,  he  built,  with  the  materials 
of  it,  the  city  which  he  called  Antiochia,  after  the  name  of  his  father. 

Antioch  is  remarkable  for  its  extraordinary  fituation,  as  well  as  lor  having  been  one 
of  the  moft  confiderable  cities  of  the  eaft.  It  w-as  the  refidence  of  the  Macedonian  kings 
of  Syria  for  feveral  hundred  years,  and  afterwards  of  the  Roman  Governors  of  that 
province,  fo  that  it  was  called  the  <iueen  of  the  eaft.  It  is  alfo  remarkable  in  eccle- 
fiaftical  hiftory  for  being  the  fee  of  the  great  patriarchate  of  the  eaft,  in  w  hich  St.  Peter 
firft  fat ;  it  was  here  that  Barnabas  and  Paul  feparated  for  the  work  of  the  gofpel  *,  the 
latter  embarking  for  Cyprus.  This  city  is  often  mentioned  in  the  Acls  of  the  Apoftles, 
and  particuhirly  that  the  difciples  of  Chrift  were  here  firft  named  Chriftians  f ;  fo  that 
It  was  called  the  eye  of  the  eaftern  church.  It  was  at  this  place  the  great  unfortunate 
Germanicus  funk  under  the  jealoufy  of  Tiberius,  who  made  ufe  of  Pifo  to  poifon  him. 
Many  emperors,  when  they  came  into  the  eaft,  paffed  a  confiderable  time  in  this  city, 
and  Lucius  Verus,  in  particular,  fpent  four  fummers  at  Daphne  near  this  place,  pafling 
his  winters  in  Antioch,  and  at  Laodicea. 

The  exaft  fituation  of  the  city  is  ftill  to  be  feen,  becaufe  the  old  walls  are  ftanding, 
and  fome  of  them,  which  are  built  with  the  greateft  ftrength,  are  perfeclly  entire, 
though  a  great  part  of  them  has  been  very  much  ihattered  by  earthquakes,  which  have 
been  very  terrible  and  frequent  at  this  place.  Antioch  was  fituated  on  the  fummit  and 
the  north  fide  of  the  two  hills,  and  on  the  plain  which  is  to  the  north  of  them,  which  is 
between  the  hills  and  the  river,  and  was  about  four  miles  in  circumference.  Pliny  | 
fays,  that  it  was  divided  by  the  river  Orontes,  from  which  one  would  conclude  that 
there  was  a  fuburb  to  the  north  of  the  river,-  of  which  there  are  now  no  figns.  The 
hill  to  the  fouth-vieft  is  high  and  very  fteep ;  that  to  the  eaft  is  lower,  and  there  is  a 
final  1  plain  on  the  top  of  it. 

The  walls  are  built  along  the  height  of  the  hills,  and  to  the  fouth  where  there  is  no 
defcent,  the  approach  is  rendered  difficult  by  a  deep  folfe ;  thefe  hills  are  divided  by 
a  very  deep  narrow  bed  of  a  mountain  torrent,  acrofs  which  a  wall  is  built,  at  leaft 
fixty  teet  high ;  it  had  an  arch  below  to  let  the  water  pafs,  which  is  in  part  built  up  ; 
fo  that  a  great  body  of  water  often  lies  againft  the  wall ;  it  is  called  the  iron  gate,  \\  hich 
name  it  might  have  from  fome  grates  or  fences  of  iron  to  the  arch,  by  which  the  waters 
palled  under  it.  About  half  way  up  on  each  fide  of  the  wall  there  is  a  walk  from  the 
road  on  the  hills ;  the  eaftern  paftage  feems  to  have  fcrved  for  an  aqueducl ;  for  on 
the  other  fide  I  faw  figns  of  a  ftone  channel  from  it ;  and  here  the  water  of  the  lov!%r 
aqueduct,  which  I  fhall  mention,  feems  to  have  paifed.     This  v^all  is  a  moft  extra- 

*  Afts,  XV.  2  2,  39.  -|-  Ads,  xi.  26. 

t  Antiochia  libera,  Epidaphncs  cognominata,  Oronte  amne  dividitur,  Plin,  Nat.  Hiil.  v.  18. 
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ordinary  building,  by  which  the  two  hills  are  joined  for  fixty  feet  at  leafl;  above  the 
bed  of  the  torrent  that  divides  them ;  and  the  city  walls  are  carried  from  it,  up  the 
jleep  hills,  in  a  mofl  furprifmg  manner ;  but,  though  they  are  built  on  a  rock,  and 
with  the  utnioll:  art,  yet  they  could  not^whhftand  the  fliocks  of  fo  many  great  earth- 
quakes that  have  happened  ;  however,  on  the  well  fide  of  the  wellern  hill  the  wall  is 
built  up  the  fteep  afcent,  iu  fuch  a  manner  that  it  has  refifted  both  time  and  earth- 
quakes ;  it  is  exceedingly  flrong,  and  well  built  of  (lone,  with  beautiful  fquare  towers 
at  equal  dillances,  v/hich  confill:  of  feveral  ftories  ;  I  am  perfuaded  that  this  is  the  very 
wall  built  by  Seleucus,  and  yet  there  is  not  the  leafl:  breach  in  it,  nor  a  fign  of  any  ; 
and  from  this  one  may  judge  how  beautiful  all  the  walls  muff  have  been.-  There  were 
no  battlements  to  the  wall,  but  there  was  a  walk  on  the  top  of  it  J.  and  where  there 
was  any  afcent,  the  top  of  the  wall  was  made  in  fl:eps,  fo  that  they  could  go  all  round 
the  city  on  the  walls  with  greatefl;  eafc  ;  and  it  is  probable  there  were  fuch  fteps  alfo  on 
the  walls  which  were  built  up  the  very  (feep  precipices  from  the  iron  gale,  wnere  all  is 
now  in  ruins,  and  by  this  wall  of  communication  they,  without  doubt,  went  from  one 
hill  to  the  other.  The  fteps  on  the  walls  were  very  convenient,  for  that  hill  is  fo  fteep 
that  I  rode  four  miles  round  to  the  fouth-eaft,  in  order  to  afcend  the  hill  without  diffi- 
culty. The  fouth  fide  of  the  weftern  hill  might  be  aifaulted  with  the  greatefl:  eafe,. 
though  defended  by  fofles,  and  I  found  that  the  walls  tliere  had  been  much  repaired  ; 
thofe  on  the  plain  to  the  well  are  defended  by  a  deep  bed  of  a  winter  torrent.  Thefe 
walls  rauft  have  been  defl:royed,  and  entirely  rebuilt ;  for  they  are  of  ftone  and  brick, 
and  probably  were  a  Roman  work  ;  the  towers  are  very  high,  but  the  greateft  part  of 
the  walls  are  fallen  down,  and  lie  in  large  pieces  on  the  ground,  which  demonftrate,  that 
the  fhock  muft  have  been  great  that  overturned  them  ;  the  wall  to  the  north  is  at  fome 
little  diftancc  from  the  river  ;  the  towers  are  about  fcventy  paces  apart,  and  being 
near  the  river,  and  confequently  not  on  fo  good  a  foundation  as  the  others,  one  may]  fee 
they  have  often  been  repaired  ;  a  part  of  them  and  fome  houfes  fell  by  an  earthquake 
that  happened  whilfl:  I  was  at  Af  ppo,  which  an  Englifli  gentleman  who  had  refided 
there  fifty  years,  affirmed  to  be  the  greateft  he  had  ever  felt. 

It  is  faid  that  this  city,  which  was  about  four  miles  in  circumference,  was  built  at 
four  times,  and  confifted  in  a  manner  of  four  cities,  divided  from  one  another  by  walls  ; . 
The  firft  was  built  by  Seleucus  Nicator,  and  inhabited  by  the  people  brought  from 
Antigonia  ;  this  probably  was  built  on  the  high  weftern  hill,  taking  in  the  foot  of  it,  [o 
as  that  the  wall  might  be  fo  far  above  the  plain  as  to  receive  fome  ftrcngth  from  that 
fituation  ;  and  there  are  remains  of  the  foundations  of  very  thick  walls  by  the  road, 
which  goes  near  the  bottom  of  the  hill.  The  fecond  was  built  by  thofe  who  came  to 
dwell  in  this  city  after  the  building  of  the  firft,  for  the  people  muft  neceflarily  have 
flocked  to  this  place  when  it  became  the  refidence  of  the  kings  of  Syria  ;  this  pro- 
bably was  built  between  the  hill  and  the  river,  being  in  all  likelihood  inhabited  by  mer- 
chants and  tradefmen,  to  whom  the  neighbourhood  of  the  river  muft  be  very  convenient. 
The  third  city  was  built  bv  king  Seleucus  Callinicus,  poffibly  on  the  other  hill.  The 
fourth  was  the  work  of  Antiochus  Epiphancs,  king  of  Syria,  which  might  be  [in  the 
plain  between  that  hill  and  the  river.  The  prefent  town,  which  is  about  a  mile  in  cir- 
cumference, ftands  on  the  plain  at  the  north-weft  part  of  the  old  city,  all  the  other 
parts  of  the  plain  within  the  walls  being  converted  into  gardens ;  fo  that  I  could  fee 
nothing  of  the  walls  that  divided  the  cities  on  the  plain.  The  old  city  being  compofed 
in  a  manner  of  four  cities  had  the  name  of  Tetrapolis. 

Ihere  arc  very  little  remains  within  the  city  of  anv  antient  buildings.     The  high 
hill  has  three  furamits,  and  is  divided  into  three  parts  by  ihallow^^btds  of  winter  torrents  ; 

the 
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the  middle  fummlt  is  the  highefl: ;  to  the  caft  of  that  there  is  another  fummit,  on 
vhich  there  are  great  remains  of  a  caftle ;  there  are  femicircuiar  turrets  in  the  front  of 
it,  whit^  is  to  the  vefl:.  At  the  north-eafl  corner  there  are  the  remains  of  a  bagni6, 
and  the  caflle  is  built  with  vaults  under  it,  which  might  fcrve  as  cifterns  for  the  rain 
vater ;  they  had  alfo  another  provifion  for  water,  which  is  a  round  bafon,  between  the 
caflle  and  the  middle  fummit ;  it  is  fifty-three  paces  in  diameter,  and  is  now  eight  feet 
deep,  though  doubtlefs  the  eround  has  rifcn  ;  it  is  built  of  flone  and  brick,  like  the 
vails ;  there  is  an  entrance  to  it  to  the  fouih-wefl:,  with  a  round  lower  on  each  fide  of 
it,  from  which  entrance  there  muft  have  been  a  defcent  with  fteps  ;  they  have  a  tradi- 
tion, that  the  Roman  cmp.^rors  ufed  to  divert  themfelves  here  in  boats.  Near  the  foot 
of  this  hill,  in  the  prcfcnt  town,  ?.rc  remains  of  the  front  of  a  large  building  of  brick, 
which  they  call,  Prince,  and  fey  it  was  the  palace  of  the  emperors ;  and  they  have  a 
tradition,  that  a  chain  went  to  it  from  the  caftle,  to  give  immediate  notice  of  any  thing 
that  might  happen ;  the  architedure  of  it  feems  to  be  of  the  fourth  or  fifth  century. 

The  aqueducts  are  the  princ"pal  works  of  antiquity  here ;  near  the  eaftern  part  of  the 
town   tliere  are  indeed    feveral   fprings,  and  partic  ilarly  fome  within  the  eafl    gate, 
called  Bablous,  which  may  be  a  corruption  from  Babylon,  this  being  the  gate  that  leads 
that  way ;  but  the  higher  parts  of  the  town  were  to  be  fupplied  with  water,  and  the 
whole  plain  alfo  below,  concerning  which  the  antients  were  very  provident,  and  fparcd 
no  expence  ;  the  water  of  the  aqueduct  was  derived  fi'om  a  place  called  Battelma,  about 
four  or  five  miles  diflant  in  the  way  to  Latichea,  which  I  take  to  be  the  very  fpot  where 
Daphne  flood ;  here  the  water  flows  out  of  the  hill  in  great  abundance,  and  turns 
feveral  mills.     I  could  fee  that  art  had  been  ufed  to  bring  other  fprings  to  it,  for  I  faw 
at  that  place  channels  of  hewn  ftone,  which,  I  fuppofe,  ferved  for  that  purpofe ;  it  was 
then  carried  towards  Antioch  in  the  fame  maimer;  I  have  reafon  to  think  that  all  the 
fprings  are  at  fome  little  dillancc,  and  conveyed  to  that  place  in  channels,  for  it  falls 
down  like  a  cafcade  from  its  own  bed  into  a  little  narrow  vale  or  bed  that  goes  towards 
the  Orontes  ;  and  from  this  place  a  fufficient  quantity  of  it  was  carried  by  channels  of 
hewn  ftone  under  ground  along  the  fide  of  the  hill ;  it  runs  in  this  manner  about  a 
mile,  and  then  going  to  a  little  valley,  in  which  there  is  a  fmall  rivulet  that  comes  from 
the  mountains,  the  water  was  there  conveyed  on  arches,  which  (till  remain  ;  it  is  in  the 
manner  of  the  antient  aqueduft  called  Pont  du  Garde,  near  Nifmes  in  I'ratice,  but 
much  inferior  to  it,  for  there  is  but  one  arch  in  each  of  the  two  lower  flofies ;  the 
uppermoft  arches  of  it  are  built  of  brick  j  the  channel  afterwards  is  carried  along  the 
fide  of  the  hill,  and  where  any  waters  run,  or  there  is  any  bed  of  a  toi-rent,  a  fmgle 
high  arch   is  built  over   the  narrow  vale.     I  faw  one  between  this  and  the  flreara 
called  Zoiba,  whore    there  is    a    very  lofty  arch  ;    I  faw  alfo  two  more   aqueduds 
between  that  and  the  town,  each  confifting  of  a  fmall  arch  ;  and  at  the  bed  of  the 
torrent,  under  the  weftern  walls,  there  is  one  of  five  arches.     The  water  then  runs  on 
the  fide  of  the  hill  under  ground,  and  where  there  is  an  cafy  afcent  at  the  foot  of  the 
fouth-weft  hill,  there  are  feveral  arches  turned,  which  appear  like  fmall  arched  chapels, 
where  there  were  conduits,  from  which  they  drev/  water  for  the  convenience  of  feveral 
parts  of  thetoi^'n.     Further  to  the  eait,  where  the  hill  is  ileep,'a  channel  is  cut  along 
through  the  rock  about  two  feet  wide,  and  four  or  five  high,  worked  archwifc  at  top  ; 
and  one  may  walk  in  it,  as  in  thofi;  at  Fege  near  Damafcus ;  it  continues  along  in  this 
maniier    towards  the    iron    gate,  and  having  pafled  on    fome    <irches,  which  1  (hall 
mention,  the  channel  is  cut  in  the  fame  manner  on  the  fide  of  the  other  hill.     It  is  to 
be  obferved,  thas  there   was  a  lower  aquedutt,  probably  built  by  the  kings  of  Syria, 
before  the  higher  aqucdud  was  begun,  and  it  is  poifible  that  the  latter  might  be  built 
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by  the  Romans.  I  faw  remains  of  the  lower  aquedufl  near  the  fountain  of  Zoiba, 
about  two  miles  to  the  fouth-weft  of  Antioch  ;  the  arches  arc  low  and  ruinous  ;  part 
of  the  lower  aqueduft  is  feen  over  a  hollow  ground  along  the  fide  of  the  hill. 
In  all  thefe  places  this  lower  aqueduct  confifls  of  one  arch,  and  it  probably  went  to 
the  iron  gate,  which  fcrved  as  a  conveyance  for  the  water  to  the  other  hill;  for 
below  the  iron  gate  to  the  north-weft  there  arc  ruins  of  three  arches,  acrofs  the 
vallev,  which  feem  to  have  had  other  arches  built  on  them,  and  it  is  probable  there 
were  three  (lories  of  arches,  the  uppermoft  joinijig  the  channels,  which  are  on  the 
cppofue  fides  of  the  hills. 

As  to  fopulchral  grots,  I  cannot  fay  that  I  obfcrved  any  to  the  eaft  of  the  town  ;  I  faw 
indeed  feme  grottos  cut  into  the  mountain,  which  might  be  for  another  ufe ;  and 
poflibly  it  was  the  cuftom  here  to  burn  their  dead  after  the  Greek  manner.  It  is  pro- 
bable, that  in  the  anticnt  city  they  had  great  works  under  ground  to  carry  off  the 
waters  that  came  from  the  mountain  after  rahi ;  and  they  might  aifo  have  cifterns  under 
their  houfes  to  preferve  the  water  after  the  eaftern  manner ;  for  now  after  rains,  the 
water  runs  in  the  ftreets  of  the  citv  like  mountain  torrents. 

The  prefcnt  city  of  Antioch  is  ill  built,  the  houfes  low,  with  only  one  ftory  above 
grounil ;  the  roofs  are  almoft  flat,  made  of  light  rafters  laid  from  one  wall  to  another, 
and  covered  with  thin  tiles,  vv'hich  feem  to  be  contrivances  to  make  their  houfes  above  as 
light  as  poliible,  that  as  they  are  on  a  bad  foundation  they  may  not  fink  by  the  weight 
above;  or  if  they  chance  to  be  thrown  down  by  earthquakes,  that  the  people  in  them 
may  not  be  crulhed  by  the  weight  of  the  roof.  The  governor  here  has  the  title  of 
waiwode,  and  is  under  the  paflia  of  Aleppo,  but  is  appointed  from  Conftantinople. 

There  are  remains  of  only  three  or  four  churches  in  Antioch  ;  that  of  faint  Peter 
and  Paul  is  about  a  quarter  of  the  way  up  the  eaftern  hill,  but  there  are  very  little  re- 
mains of  it.  I  faw  there  fome  pieces  ofinarblc  of  a  Mofaic  pavement ;  it  is  probable 
that  this  was  the  patriarchal  church,  and  they  might  be  determined  to  build  it  in  fo 
inconvenient  a  place,  from  a  tradition  that  Taint  Peter  or  faint  Paul  either  lived  or 
preached  the  gofpel  there.  It  is  very  probable  that  the  patriarchal  palace  was  on  the 
top  of  this  hill,  which  is  a  fine  level  fpot,  and  the  whole  hill  might  belong  to  the 
church;  for  on  the  fide  of  it,  towards  the  iron  gate,  is  the  church  of  fi^int  John,  which  is 
hewn  out  of  the  rock,  being  a  fort  of  grotto  open  to  the  weft  ;  tlicre  is  no  altar  in  it  ; 
but  the  Greeks,  who  have  fervice  there  every  Sunday  and  holiday,  bring  an  altar  to 
the  church,  and  near  it  they  bury  their  dead.  About  halfway  up  the  fouth-weft  hill, 
and  almoft  oppofite  to  the  aquedutl:  that  is  below  the  iron  gate,  is  the  church  of  faint 
George  ;  thcafccnt  is  very  diflicult ;  the  Greeks  fay  this  church  belongs  to  them,  but 
they  permit  tlie  Armenians  to  make  ufe  of  it ;  there  are  about  three  hundred  of  the 
former,  and  fifty  of  the  latter  communion  in  Antioch.  Until  within  fifty  or  fixty  years 
paft  there  had  been  no  Chriftians  here,  fince  the  city  was  deftroyed  in  one  thoufand 
two  hundred  fixty-nine  by  Bibars,  fullan  of  F-gvpt,  who  demolifhed  their  churches, 
which,  it  is  faid,  were  the  fineft  i'l  the  world  ;  and  he  likewife  put  moft  of  the  in- 
habitants to  death  ;  for  at  that  time  they  were  moftly  Chriftians,  inlbmuch  that  in  the 
time  of  Juftinian  it  was  called  Theopolis.  'i'his  city  was  under  the  Chriftians  con- 
cerned in  the  holy  war  from  one  thoufand  ninety-feven  to  the  time  that  it  was 
deftroyed  ;  when  Aleppo  began  to  Hourifli,  and  to  be  the  great  mart  for  eaftern 
goods,  as  Antioch  had  been  before.  Another  piece  of  antiquity,  is  what  they  call  the 
houfe  of  faint  John  Chrylbftom,  and  of  his  father  and  mother  ;  I  take  this  to  have 
been  a  chapel ;  it  is  about  twenty  feet  fquarc,  as  I  conjectured  ;  for  there  is  no  entering 
it,  by  rcafon  that  a  Mahometan  family,  with  their  women,  live  in  it;  it  is  built  of 
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brick,  much  in  the  fame  ftyle  as  the  palace  called  Prince.  They  have  a  tradition,  that 
this  great  man  being  chofe  patriarch  of  Conftantinople,  the  people  of  Antioch  would 
not  confent  he  fhould  accept  of  it,  until  the  emperor  made  it  his  particular  rcqucil 
to  them. 

The  hills  of  Antioch  are  part  of  them  of  a  crumbling  ftone,  like  verd  antique,  and  if 
I  had  fecn  many  pieces  of  that  marble  about  the  city,  I  fliould  have  concluded  that  there 
were  quarries  of  it  in  this  place. 

Chap.  XXIV.  —  Of  Daphne,  Heraclea,  and  PofiJium. 

ABOUT  half  a  mile  to  the  fouth-wefl  of  Antioch,  there  is  a  road  to  the  fouth,  up 
the  mountains,  which  leads  to  the  fountain  of  Zoiba,  and  to  other  fountains  above  it, 
near  which  there  are  remains  of  the  two  aquedufts  ;  thefe  places  are  commonly- 
thought  by  Europeans  to  be  Daphne  :  and  it  is  poflible  the  grove  of  Daphne  might 
'extend  fo  far  to  the  eafl:,  as  it  was  ten  miles  in  circuit.  One  of  thefe  waters  might  be 
the  Caflalian  fountain,  mentioned  by  Ammianus  Marcellinus,  which  was  (lopped  up  by 
Adrian,  and  opened  again  by  the  emperor  Julian.  Seleucus,  king  of  Syria,  planted  the 
grove  of  Daphne,  and  it  was  finely  laid  out  in  walks  of  cyprefs  trees ;  it  is  faid,  that  the 
nymph  Daplme  was  here  turned  into  the  laurus  or  bay;  of  thefe  trees  there  are  none 
on  this  fpot,  or  any  where  near  Antioch,  but  they  are  in  great  abundance  at  foate 
little  diftance  ;  it  is  poflible  the  zeal  of  the  primitive  Chrilfians  might  deftroy  thefe 
trees  about  Antioch,  for  which  the  people  had  in  this  place  a  fort  of  religious  venera- 
tion. It  is  faid  that,  in  the  middle  of  this  wood  there  was  a  temple  to  Daphne,  Apollo, 
and  Diana,  that  the  whole  was  an  afylum,  and  that  they  thought  the  waters  came  from 
the  Caflalian  fountains  in  Greece,  and  uttered  oracles.  The  place  called  B.utclma, 
about  five  miles  fouth  of  Antiocli,  mufl  have  been  Daphne,  about  which  there  are 
feveral  fountains  ;  the  palace  of  Daphne  is  placed  in  the  Jerufalem  Itinerary  five  miles 
from  Antioch,  in  the  way  to  Latichea ;  it  is  faid  Gallus  built  a  church  there,  pro- 
bably of  the  materials  of  the  temple  of  Apollo,  and  there  are  remains  of  a  church, 
with  feveral  Chriflian  Greek  infcriptions  cut  on  the  walls  ;  in  this  church  probably 
the  bones  of  Babylas,  bilhop  of  Antioc^,  were  placed,  as  well  as  feveral  other  martyrs. 
This  muft  have  been  the  very  fouth  part  of  the  grove,  for  from  this  place  fouthwarJ 
there  are  mountains  ;  fo  that  probably  the  temple  was  not  in  the  middle  or  center  of 
the  wood,  but  about  the  middle  of  the  foutli  fide  ;  to  the  north  of  the  waters  I 
thought  I  difcovered  fome  foundations  of  large  buildings,  where  pollibly  the  ftruclures 
of  the  pagan  fuperllition  might  have  been  ;  the  ground  here  is  much  higher  than  near 
the  river,  and  from  this  place  there  is  a  fine  plain  in  a  femicircular  figure,  towards  the 
Orontes,  which  ends  all  round  in  a  hanging  ground,  except  on  the  part  of  the 
mountain  ;  and  this,  I  fuppofe,  was  the  fpot  where  the  grove  of  Daphne  flood,  which 
commands  a  fine  view  of  all  the  country  round,  and  is  in  every  refpe£t  a  mofl  delight- 
ful fituation.  It  was  probably  bounded  to  ^the  eafl  by  that  current  v/hich  runs  under 
the  firfl  part  of  the  aquedutl;  but  the  people  building  country  houfes  on  the  hills  nearer 
Antioch,  about  the  fountain  of  Zoiba,  that  part  m^ght  alfo  be  called  Daphne ;  and  fo 
Daphne  might  be  reckoned  as  a  fuburb  of  Antioch  ;  this  being  the  place  of  refort  for 
pleafure  from  that  great  city,  it  became  the  fcene  of  all  manner  of  debaucheries,  and  was 
looked  on  as  a  place  of  great  hcentioufnefs.  I  fet  out  from  Antioch  for  Latichea  with  the 
caravan  on  the  feventh  of  Oclobcr  ;  we  afcended  to  the  fouth-wefl,  and  after  having 
goiie  about  a  mile,  we  turned  to  the  wefl,  and  croffed  over  the  rivulet  called  Zoiba, 
which  comes  from  a  mountain  of  that  name ;  a  little  further  1  law  fome  foundations, 
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that  fecmed  to  be  the  remains  of  an  antlent  gateway,  which  might  lead  to  the  fu- . 
burbs  of  the  old  city  ;  we  then  travelled  to  the  fouth-weft,  and  came  to  Battelma 
already  mentioned,  where  there  are  ruins  of  a  very  thick  wall  at  the  entrance  in  between 
the  mountains,  which  might  be  built  to  defend  the  pafs.  I  was  informed  that  there  was 
dnother  road  to  Latichea  directly  from  Kepie,  which  goes  over  the  eaftern  fide  of 
mount  Caflius,  and  to  the  v/elt  of  a  village  called  Ordou,  and  foon  after  comes  into 
this  road. 

Having  travelled  about  four  hours  we  came  to  a  village  called  Sheik  Cuie  ;  it  is  in- 
habited by  Turcomen,  and  may  be  Hyfdata  of  the  Jerufalem  Itinerary  ;  here  we  lay  in 
a  paiTage  to  a  mofque.  On  the  eighth  we  crofled  the  hills  for  about  three  hours,  and 
came  to  a  valley  ;  in  an  hour  more  we  came  to  a  rivulet,  about  which  there  are  a 
great  number  of  plane  trees,  and  this  might  be  Manfio  Platanus  in  the  fame  Itinerary. 
We  went  about  an  hour  along  the  valley,  and  afcending  the  hills,  we  came  in  about  an 
hour  more  to  a  large  village  of  Greeks,  called  Ordou,  which  may  be  the  andcnt  Bachaias. 
We  afcended  to'the  top  of  the  hills,  which  ftretch  from  the  fouth-eafl:  corner  of  mount 
Caflius,  and  had  a  view  of  the  fea.  I  obferved  a  high  hill,  which  feemed  to  join  mount 
CaiTius  on  the  fouth,  and  as  I  could  fee  no  other  mountain  fo  high  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Caflius,  I  conjectured  that  this  might  be  Anti  Caflius.  Defcending  the  hills  for 
about  an  hour,  we  fl:opped  in  a  field,  in  which  there  was  a  fpring  towards  the  foot  of 
the  hill,  where  we  overtook  an  oda-bafliee,  and  four  or  five  janizaries  returning  from 
the  war  to  Grand  Cairo.  We  lay  in  the  open  air,  and  fet  forwards  on  the  ninth,  def- 
cending into  the  valley,  to  the  well  of  which  the  antient  city  Poflidium  was  fituated. 
This  valley  is  about  a  mile  wide,  aud  fix  miles  long.  We  often  parted  over  a  rivulet 
that  runs  along  the  valley,  and  fawin  one  place  fome  ruins  of  a  bridge ;  we  went  over 
the  hills  into  the  plain  of  Latichea,  and  arrived  at  that  city. 

1  fet  out  on  the  eleventh  to  the  northward  in  fearch  of  two  antient  towns,  Heraclea 
and  Poflidum  ;  we  went  near  the  fea  to  the  wefl:  of  the  road  to  Antioch,  and  in  about 
tv/o  hours  and  a  half  came  to  Bourge-el-Cofib  [the  caftle  of  the  reedsj  ;  near  it  are  the 
remains  of  a  finall  well  built  church.  Heraclea  was  probably  to  the  wefl:  of  this,  four 
miles  to  the  north  of  Laodicea,  and  feems  to  have  been  fituated  on  a  finall  flat  point, 
that  makes  out  into  the  fea  ;  to  the  north  of  which  I  found  fome  remains  of  piers  built 
into  the  fea,  and  foundations  of  walls  of  large  hewn  ftone,  and  there  are  fome  figns  of  a 
flrong  building  at  the  end  of  a  pier,  which  might  be  a  tower  to  defend  the  port,  ;md  has 
given  to  this  place  the  name  of  Meinta-Bourge,  which  they  told  me  fignified  the  bay  of 
the  tower  ;  on  the  point  itfelf  I  law  fcveral  graves  cut  into  the  rock,  fome  fl.one 
coflins,  and  feveral  pieces  of  marble  pillars.  In  an  hour  and  a  half  we  came  to  a  village 
called  Shamach,  in  which  there  are  many  Chriflians,  and  in  an  hour  more  to  Slianicleh  ; 
we  crolTed  the  hills  in  about  three  hours,  and  came  to  a  village  called  Ros  Canfir 
([Cape  Hog],  from  a  head  of  land  near  it.  We  defcended  a  very  fteep  hill  into  Ouad 
Candele  [the  vale  of  the  lamp],  in  which  there  is  a  river  called  Nar-Gebere  [the  great 
river].  We  went  near  the  fea,  and  crofling  the  river,  came  Into  that  part  of  the  vale 
which  we  parted  through  in  the  road  from  Antioch.  We  went  almoft  to  the  north  end  of 
the  vale,  turned  to  the  weft,  and  in  an  hour  and  a  half  came  to  a  village  where  there 
are  remains  of  a  church,  very  indiflerently  built,  and  did  not  feem  to  be  antient ;  here 
we  repofed  a  while,  and  went  about  three  hours  further  to  the  fea.  Parting  by  a  Tur- 
coman village,  we  came  to  a  place  where  there  was  a  warehoufe  for  fait,  which  is 
brought  from  Larnica,  to  be  fold  to  the  neighbouring  villages,  and  here  we  lay  all 
night.     We  fet  out  on  the  twelfth  to  fmd  out  the  iituation  of  Poflidium,     I'here  is  a 
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fmall  bay  here,  and  on  the  fouth  fide  of  it  arc  rcn-.ains  of  the  antlent  city,  now  called 
Bofleda,  which  was  upon  an  advanced  ground  on  a  fmall  cape  to  the  fouth  of  the  bay. 
The  town  appears  to  have  been  of  an  oblong  fquare  figure,  and  nught  be  about  half  a 
mile  in  circumference.  There  are  fome  figns  of  a  fofli?,  and  of  v;alls  round  the  town 
about  the  north-eaft  corner  ;  on  the  fea  fide  there  arc  fmall  remains  of  a  round 
tower,  and  other  ruins  near  it,  particularly  of  two  or  three  houfcs  of  hewn  ftone,  in 
one  of  which  I  faw  a  crofs  cut  on  the  walls  ;  I  obferved  alfo  fome  flone  coffins  hewn 
out  of  the  rock.  We  afcended  the  high  hills  over  this  place,  on  which  there  is  a  fmall 
fquare  tower  called  Elcanamy  *  ;  defccnding  near  a  little  hill  1  faw  a  very  fmall  churcli 
on  it,  with  fome  buildings  adjoining,  as  if  it  had  been  an  hermitage.  We  returned  to 
Ros  Canllr  by  the  fame  way,  where  there  are  only  two  Mahometan  families,  the  red 
being  of  the  fed  called  Nocires,  of  whom  I  fhall  fpeak  in  another  place.  On  the 
thirteenth  we  went  on  to  the  fuppofed  Cne  of  the  antient  Heraclea,  from  that  place  to  a 
village  of  Nocires  called  Timpfacum,  and  returned  to  Latichea. 

Chap.  XXV.  —  Of  Latichea,  the  old  Laodicca  ;  mid  of  Jebilce,  the  ancient  Gabala. 

LAODICEA,  now  called  Latichea,  was  built  by  Seleucus  the  fiift,  king  of  Syria, 
who  was  founder  alfo  of  Antioch,  Seleucia,  and  Apamea ;  he  called  this  place  after 
the  name  of  Laodice,  his  mother  ;  it  is  finely  fituated  on  the  fea,  and  the  plain  in  which 
it  Hands  is  remarkably  fruitful,  as  it  was  antiently.  This  country  was  famous  for  wine, 
with  which  it  fupplied  the  people  of  Alexandria  in  Egypt ;  the  hills  to  the  eafl  having 
been  well  cultivated  with  vineyards  t-  There  is  a  race  of  fheep  in  this  country  with 
four  horns,  two  of  them  turning  upwards,  and  two  downwards.  To  tlie  fouth  of 
the  prefent  town  there  are  fome  low  hills,  on  the  top  of  which,  without  doubt,  the  city 
walls  were  built ;  for  by  the  pieces  of  marble  and  brick,  which  are  all  over  the  fields 
and  gardens  as  far  as  thofe  hills,  it  may  be  concluded,  that  the  principal  part  of  the 
city  was  there,  as  well  as  from  its  being  near  the  port.  On  the  eaft  fide  of  the  old 
town,  towards  the  fouth-eafl:  corner,  there  is  an  opening  to  a  hill  which  extends  for  a 
mile  to  the  i.orth  ;  there  was,  without  doubt,  a  caltle  on  this  hill. 

The  prefent  town  is  at  the  eaft  part  of  the  old  town,  and  the  port  is  to  the  weft; 
they  are  a  confiderable  diftance  afunder,  the  nearcft  part  oi  the  town  being  near  half 
a  mile  from  the  harbour.  The  chief  remains  of  antiquity  \\cyc  are  part  of  two  fides 
of  a  portico  of  the  Corinthian  order,  which  probably  was  built  round  a  temple  ;  the 
entablature  is  very  fine.  Towards  the  fouth-eaft  corner  of  the  town  there  is  a 
remarkable  triumphal  arch,  which  is  almofl  entire  ;  it  is  built  with  four  entrances,  like 
the  Forum  Jani  in  Rome :  the  pediment  in  the  ent;iblature  is  very  extraordinary,  and 
has  not  a  good  effeft  ;  over  this  there  is  a  fort  of  attic  llory,  the  frieze  of  which  is 
enriched  with  military  ornaments.  It  is  conjedured  that  this  arch  was  built  in  honour 
of  Lucius  Verus,  or  Septimius  Severos.  In  the  way  from  it  towards  the  port,  there 
are  feveral  grey  granite  pillars  ftanding  in  the  gardens,  which  feem  to  have  been  in 
two  rows  leading  from  the  arch  to  the  port,  and  probably  they  are  the  remains  of 
a  portico  on  each  fide  of  a  grand  ftreet,  that  might  lead  from  the  arch  to  the  harbour. 

To  the  eaft  of  the  town  there  is  a  well  of  good  water,  from  which  the  city  is  fupplied 
by  an  aqueduft  very  flightly  built.  The  prefent  town  is  about  a  mile  and  a  half  in 
circumference  ;  there  are  many  gardens  within  the  walls ;  this  place  was  very  incon- 

•  From  this  place  I  found  Latichea  lay  fouth-weft  and  by  fouth  ;  mount  Caffius  eaft-north-eaft  ;  Kepfe, 
or  SeleKcia,  north-eaft  ;  Cape  Hog  north  eaft  and  by  north,  and  the  poiat  that  makes  the  great  bay  of 
Scaudfroon  dircdly  north.  f  Strabo  xvi.  p.  75  i- 
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fiderable  until  within  thcfe  fifty  years  part,  when  the  tobacco  trade  to  Damiata  was 
eflabliflicd  here,  which  brought  alfo  an  import  of  rice  and  coffee ;  they  have  likewife 
a  confiderable  export  of  cotton,  and  fome  raw  filk.  On  this  increafe  of  trade  the 
town  was  enlarged,  and  feveral  good  houfes  were  built  of  the  hewn  {tone,  which  they 
are  continually  digging  out  of  the  ruins  ;  for  the  ground  of  the  city  is  rifen  very  much, 
having  been  ottoii  deltroyed  by  earthquakes,  which  of  late  years  have  been  greater 
here  than  at  Antioch.  It  is  but  very  lately  that  an  Englifli  conful  has  been  eflabliflicd 
here  ;   this  port  being  formerly  dependent  on  Aleppo. 

There  is  a  monaftery  in  the  city,  belonging  to  the  Latin  convent  of  the  Holy  Land. 
There  are  many  Greeks  here,  and  about  thirty  families  of  the  Cypriots,  who  live  in 
a  particular  quarter  of  the  town.  They  have  a  Greek  bifiiop  refident  in  this  city,  and 
three  or  four  churches ;  there  is  a  cemetery  belonging  to  one  of  them,  where  both 
the  Englilh,  and  thofe  of  the  church  of  Rome  bury.  In  the  heart  of  the  town  there 
is  a  fmall  church,  which  has  the  appearance  of  fome  antiquity,  and  is  dedicated  to 
St.  George.  To  the  north  of  the  fuppofed  ancient  fuburb  of  the  town  are  ruins  of 
a  large  church  on  an  advanced  ground ;  it  is  called  Pharous,  and  feems  to  have  been 
a  very  magnificent  Gothic  building,  probably  of  the  fixth  century  :  the  body  of  the 
church  fell  down  many  years  ago  j  it  had  a  portico  before  it,  to  which  there  was  an 
afcent  by  many  fteps  :  there  was  a  very  lofty  arch  acrofs  the  weft  end  of  the  church, 
which  was  l\ij)ported  by  two  pillars  built  of  hewn  ilone,  ten  feet  in  diameter,  in  which 
there  were  (lairs  up  to  the  top.  From  theie  pillars  the  building  feems  to  have  extended 
thirty-tive  paces  to  the  ealt,  and  it  was  about  twenty-eight  broad.  Within  the 
northern  walls  of  the  city  is  a  large  grotto,  to  which  there  is  a  ilefcent  by  many  fleps  ; 
they  fay  that  it  was  an  old  church  ;  it  hits  a  well  in  the  middle ;  but  by  the  manner 
in  which  it  is  cut  with  niches,  as  if  defigned  to  receive  the  bodies,  one  may  fee  it 
was  intended  for  a  fepulchre ;  the  Greeks  perform  divine  fervice  here.  There  are 
defcents  by  flairs  to  many  grots  by  the  fea  fide :  about  the  north-wefl  corner  of  the 
city,  the  fea  has  wailied  away  the  very  rock,  and  laid  open  fome  of  them,  and  it  appears 
that  others  have  been  entirely  deltroyed.  There  is  a  well  on  the  fliore,  at  the  north- 
eafl  corner  of  the  bay,  to  which,  I  fuppofe,  the  wall  of  the  fuburbs  came ;  the  water 
of  it  is  frcfli,  and  there  are  feveral  marble  coffins  round  it,  that  ferved  as  cifterns. 

On  the  fiiteenth  of  Odober  we  fet  out  fouthwards,  and  went  near  the  fea  fide.  About 
two  miles  from  the  town  there  is  a  river  called  Nahr  Gibere  [the  great  river") ;  it  is 
a  deep  ftream,  but  not  wiilc  :  the  bridge  is  about  two  miles  from  the  fea,  though  the 
road  feems  formerly  to  have  been  nearer  to  it,  and  confequently  the  old  bridge  5  the 
ruins  of  which  I  law,  with  an  imperfect  infcription  near  it.  They  fay  this  river  rifes 
in  the  mountains  towards  Shogle,  and  it  is  probable  that  the  waters  were  brought  to 
Latichca  by  an  aqueduct  from  Ibme  part  of  this  river  towards  its  fource ;  for  it  is  faid 
that  there  are  in  feveral  places  great  remains  of  an  aqueduct,  which  was  probably  made 
by  Herod  *.  I  law  at  a  dillance  a  village  in  the  Aleppo  road,  called  Johan,  from  the 
ruins  of  a  lofty  church  there  dedicated  to  St.  John.  We  came  to  a  confiderable  Itreani 
called  Nahr-Shobar  [the  river  of  pine  trees].  The  Englifh  gentlemen  at  Latichea 
accompanied  me  to  this  river,  where  we  dined  ;  and  taking  leave  of  them,  we  pro- 
ceeded on  our  journey,  and  in  half  an  hour  we  palled  by  a  tower,  and  having  gone 
as  much  further,  we  crolfed  a  river  on  a  bridge  of  three  arches,  and  in  half  an  hour 
more  came  to  a  llream,  over  which  there  is  an  old  bridge,  and  half  a  league  fu'ther 
arrived  at  Jebilee,  the  ancient  Gabala,  where  we  were  received  at  the  aga's  hoolb. 

»  Jofephus  De  btUa  Jud.  i.  2 1. 
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Gabala  was  a  fmall  city  ;  tlierc  are  fome  figns  of  the  antient  walls  ;  it  is  at  profont  a 
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poor  milerable  town,  thinly  inliabited,  without  any  trade  ;  and  though  it  was  once 
conliderable  fea  port,  yet  thev  have  not  now  above  four  or  five  boats  belonging  to  the 
town  ;  there  are  very  little  figns  of  the   antient  harbour,  and  the  chief  remains  that 
way  are  fevcral  fepulchral  grots  cut  in  the   clifts  on  the  fea  fliorc  :  the  town  is  fupplicd 
■with  water  by  a  channel  on  the  ground,  which  winds  round  to  the  north,  and,  if  I 
miilake  not,  conies  from  the  river  of  Jebilee,  half  a  league  Ibuth  of  the  town.     To  the 
north  of  Jebilee  there  is  a  large  mofque  built  with  three  naves,  much  like  a  church, 
and  probably  it  formerly  was  one ;  it  is  famous  among  the  Turks  for  being  the  place 
where  the  body  of  fultan  Ibrahim  is  depofited.     Mis  tomb,  in  the  fouth  part  of  the 
mofque,  is  feparated  from  it  by  a  partition  ;  the  tomb  of  his  vizier  is  in  a  chape!  near 
it,  and  on  the  fouth  fide  there  is  a  tomb  of  fome  other  perfon  belonging  to  him  :  in  the 
court  before  the  mofque  there  is  an  orange  grove,  on  one  fide  of  which  there  is  a 
place  to  lodge  Derviflies  in,  and  on  the  other  a  bagnio :  to  the  fouth  of  the  mofque 
there  is  a  kane  for  poor  travellers,  who  lodge  there  without  paying  any  thing.     It  is 
faid  this  fultan  Ibrahim   lived   in  one  of  thefe  grots  by  the  fea  fide  for  many  years. 
They  talked  as  if  he  was  a  Perfian,  but  could   give  no  fatisfaftory  account  of  him, 
though  it  is  probable  that  he  was  Ibrahim  Ben- Valid,  the  fixteenth  kalif  of  the  Ommi- 
adt'S,  who  lived  in  the  year  fevcn  hundred  forty-three  ;  but  being  vanquiflied  by  Marvan, 
and  taken  by  him  in  Damafcus,  was  depofed,  and  afterwards  palled   the  red  of  life 
in  retirement  *.     There  is  nothing  worth  feeing  here  but  the  remains  of  a  very  antient 
theatre.     This  piece  of  antiquity  is  the  more  curious,   becaufe  there  is  nothing  of  this 
kind  remaining  in  any  part  of  the  eaft,  all  the  theatres  and  amphitheatres  being  built 
againft  the  fides  of  hills. 

Chap.  XXVI.  —  0/the  ancient  Balance,  of  the  cajllc  of  Merkab,  ofToriofa,  and  the 

ijland  of  Aradits. 

WE  fet  out  from  Jebilee  on  the  feventeenth,  and  pafled  the  river  of  that  name.     We 
foon  after  croffed  another  flream,  and  in  half  an  hour  more  came  to  a  third  called  Ka- 
nierck.     Near  this  there  is  a  high  ground  by  the  fea,  on  which  probably  fome  fmall 
town  may  have  been  fituated.     About  two  hours  from  Jebilee  we  came  to  a  fmall  river 
called  Sin ;    there  is  a  large  mill  on  it  by  the  road,  called  Tahaun-el-Melec  [the  mill 
of  the  prince],  which  probably  may  have  its  name  from  the  river.     On  the  other  fide  I 
faw  fome  ruins,  and  conjectured  that  Paltos  might  be  fituated  here.     I  have  fince  been 
informed,  that  i.;;e  fite  of  Paltos  is  now  called  Boldo,  and  that  the  old  city  is  entirely 
dcftroyed,  that  there  is  only  a  mill  near  the  old  ruins,  fo  that  probably  it  is  the  fame 
place  I  have  mentioned.     Selcucia  ad  Belum  is  exadly  in  the  fame  latitude,  and  con- 
fcquently  mufl  have  been  eaft  of  it.     A  very  few  miles  to  the  eaft  of  the  river  Sin, 
a  chain  of  mountains  begins,  which  runs  eaftward  for  fome  way,  and  then  turns  to 
the  fouth  ;  on  the  weft  end  of  thefe  mountains,  where  they  approach  the  neareft  to 
the  fea,  is  a  village  called  Sarr  ;  I  faw  fome  high  buildings  there,  but  could  not  leara- 
there  were  any  ruins  about  that  place,  fo  ?s  to  conclude  that  it  was  Seleucia  ;  but  I 
was  well  informed  that  an  Englifti  drogerman  found  the  remains  of  a  temple,  and  a 
Greek  infcription  on  thefe  mountains,  about  two   days  journey  from  TripoU,  which 
agrees  \»ath  this  diftance,  and  probably  it  might  be  the  fpot,  on  which  the  antient 
Seleucia  ad  Belum  ftood. 

*  Bibliotheque  OrienUle  d'Herbelot.  v.  Ibrahim  Ben  Valid. 
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We  came  in  an  hour  to  the  river  Henfhoun,  in  half  an  hour  more  to  the  river  Joba, 
and  in  an  hour  to  Baneas,  which  is  doubtlefs  the  antient  Balanea,  now  entirely  deferted ; 
it  was  called  Valania  in  the  middle  ages,  and  it  is-  fituatcd  on  a  high  ground  at  the 
foot  of  the  mountain,  which  extends  towards  the  fea  ;  it  is  bounded  to  the  north  and 
fouth  by  a  valley,  and  to  the  eafl;  there  are  figns  of  a  foffe,  by  which  it  was  feparated 
from  the  hill  ;  it  was  encompaifed  by  a  flight  wall,  only  three  feet  thick,  fome  part  of 
which  is  flill  (landing  on  three  fides  over  the  hanging  ground  ;  it  feems  to  have  been 
but  an  inconfiderable  town.  Towards  the  eaft  fide  of  it  there  are  ruins  of  a  fmall 
church,  which  poilibly  might  be  the  cathedral  of  the  bifliop  who  refided  here.  At 
the  bottom  of  the  hill,  to  the  fouth,  is  a  finall  bay  and  a  caftle,  where  they  receive 
the  culloms  of  goods  imported.  In  the  vale,  to  the  fouth  of  the  old  town,  there  runs 
a  fine  ftrcam,  called  the  river  of  Baneas,  which  muft  be  the  fame  as  the  river  called 
Valania  in  the  middle  ages :  to  the  eaft  ot  the  town,  and  a  little  higher  up  the  hill,  are 
ruins  of  a  caftle,  the  walls  ot  which  are  very  ftrong.  They  told  me  that  the  governors 
of  thefe  countries  refided  here,  before  they  took  up  their  rcfidence  at  the  caftle  of 
Merkab,  to  which  we  went  by  a  fteep  afcent  of  an  hour  and  a  half  to  the  fouth-eaft 
of  Baneas. 

The  caftle  of  Merkab  is  about   half  a  mile  in   circumference,  taking  up  the  whole 
fummit   of  this  mountain  ;  it  is  of  a   triangular   figure,  and  exceedingly  ftrong,  the 
inner  walls  are  fillecn  feet  thick,  and  there  is  another  wall  on  the  outfide,  which  encom- 
paftes  it  almoft  all  round  ;  for  in  one  part,  where  its  natural  fituation  is  very  ftrong, 
there  is  only  a  fingle  wall.     At  the  eaft  and  weft  end  there  are  two  very  large  round 
towers,  each  ot  Avhich  encompafles  a  fmall  court.     They  have  a  tradition,  that  this 
.caftle  was  a  work  of  the  Franks,  and  it  was  certainly  held  by  the  knights  of  Jerufalem. 
The  governor  laid  to  us,  "  This  fabric  was   raifed  by  your  fathers,  and  we  took  it  by 
*'  tlie  fword."     To  which   anfwer  was  made,  "  It  is  true,  and  you  fuifer  fo  fine  a 
"  building  to  run  to  ruin."     The  truth  is,  the  whole  or  part  of  it  was  built  under  the 
Greek  emperors,  and  the  bifliops  of  Balanea  were  obliged  to  tranflate  their  fee  to  this 
place,  to  fecurc  thcmfelvcs  againft  the  Saracens.    The  church,  which  is  towards  theealt 
cud  of  the  caftle,  is  well  built,  nioftly  of  a  black  ftone  ;  it  is  adorned  with  femicircular 
pilafters  of  the  Corinthian  order,  which  are  tolerably  well  executed.     Adjoining  to  the 
church,  on  the  eaft,  are  fome  large  rooms,  and  a  private  oratory,  or  chapel :  to  tlie  well 
of  it  there  is  a  large  faloon  arched  over,  and  fupported  by  pillars  in  a  very  magnificent 
manner,  which  might  be  a  refeclory  for  the  prielts.     Under  the  buildings  there  are 
great  vaults,  or  ciilerns,  cut  out  of  the  rock  to   preferve  the  rain  water,  and  out   of 
thefe  that  black  ftone  was  hewn,  with  which  the  greatett  part  of  the  caftle  is  built. 

Defcending  from  Merkab,  we  purfued  our  journey,  and   having   travelled   about 
fevcn  or  eight  miles  came  to  a  rivulet  called  Merkeia  ;  there  is  a  raifed  ground  clofe  to  it, 
called  Telehiate    [the  bank   of  ferpents  ] :    about   this  place  it    is  probable  Mutatio 
Maraccaswas  fituated,  mentioned  in  the  Jerufalem  Itinerary  as  ten  miles  from  Balaneas. 
Among   the  hills  there  is  a  large  village  called  Merakea  ;  it  is  probable  that  this  was 
the  name  of  the  iiills,  and  that  the  calUe  had  the  name  of  Merkab  from  them  ;  there 
are  feveral  Maronites  in  thele  mountains.     We  faw  a  village  called  Bezac,  and  after* 
wards  an  old  tower  near  the  fea  ftiore,  called  Bourge  Nafib.     An  hour  further  we 
crolTed  the  river  IlalVein,  and  came  into  the  high   road  near  tlie  fea,  and  in  an  horn- 
more  arrived  at  Tortofa.     Some  have  thought  tliis  to  be  Orthofia,  but  there  are  great 
difficulties  m  fixing  the  fituation  of  that  city. 

Tortofa  appears  tc  have  been   built  about  the  fifth  or  fixth   century  ;  it  is  fituated 
on  the  fea,  and  may  be  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  ia  circunilereuce.     The  antient 

walls 
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walls  are  of  large  hewn  ftono,  with  a  fofle  round  them  ;  and  in  one  part  I  faw  there 
had  been  a  low  wall  on  the  cutfide  of  it.  At  the  north-weft  corner  there  are  great 
reniiiins  of  the  caftle,  and  the  prefent  town  is  within  the  walls  of  it,  which  are  ftrong, 
and  beautifully  built,  of  very  large  hewn  flone  rufticated.  They  are  of  a  furprifing 
height,  being  at  lead  fifty  feet  high,  and  w'itliout  them  there  are  other  lower  w.ills) 
the  whole  is  near  half  a  mile  in  circuit :  within  the  caftle  there  is  a  church  alnioft 
entire,  confifting  of  one  nave  arched  over.  Towards  the  eaft  corner  of  the  city  there 
is  alfo  a  very  beautii'ul  large  church,  which  is  entire  ;  it  is  built  of  hewn  ftone  infide 
and  out,  and  confifts  of  tlirec  naves ;  it  does  not  feem  to  have  been  finifhed,  and 
probably  is  a  building  of  the  fixth  century  ;  it  is  of  the  Corinthian  order,  and  the 
arches,  which  are  executed  with  the  plain  olive  leaf,  are  built  on  fquare  pillars, 
covered  on  the  four  fides  with  fcmicircular  pilafters.  The  pulpit  was  fixed  to  one  of 
the  pillars,  and  over  it  there  is  an  infcription  in  the  Syriac  language. 

The  place,  to  which  the  boats  come  from  the  ifle  of  Ruad,  is  about  half  a  mile  to 
the  north  of  Tortofa.  There  are  fome  figns  there  of  a  pier  and  walls  in  the  fea,  where 
fmall  boats  might  put  in  and  be  laid  up  fecurely  ;  but  the  port  for  (hipping  was  doubt- 
Icfs  where  it  is  now,  between  the  illand  and  the  continent.  However,  this  without 
doubt  is  Caranus,  the  port  of  Aradus  on  the  continent  *. 

From  ,this  place  I  went  over  to  Ruad,  the  anticnt  Aradus,  which  is  a  very  rocky 
iiland.  Strabo  fays,  it  is  in  the  middle  between  Marathus  and  the  port  of  Caranus  ;  it 
is  near  two  miles  to  the  fouth  of  the  latter,  and  is  reckoned  to  be  about  two  miles  from 
the  continent ;  it  was  computed  to  be  feven  ftadia  in  circumference  f.  Tliis  city  is  faid 
to  have  been  built  by  fome  Sidonians,  who  were  baniflied  from  their  country.  At  firft 
they  were  governed  by  their  own  kings,  but  afterwards  they  followed  the  fate  of 
Syria.  However,  in  fome  dillenfions  between  the  princes  of  Syria,  they  obtained  tlie 
privilege  of  protecting  all  perfons  that  fled  to  them,  which  added  greatly  to  the  number 
of  their  people,  and  to  their  ftrength  ;  and  the  ifle  was  fo  crowded  that  they  built 
their  houfes  feveral  ftorles  hisih,  and  extended  their  territory  on  the  continent  from 
Gabala,  to  Orthofia  and  the  river  Eleutherus.  I  was  informed  that  in  the  lalt  cen- 
tury the  Maltcfe  had  polfeflfion  of  this  ifland,  but  that  it  was  taken  from  them  by 
furprize  at  night.  It  is  thought  to  have  been  firft  built  by  Arvad,  or  Arphad  J,  the 
fon  of  Canaan,  and  grandfon  of  Noah ;  and  it  is  mentioned  in  feveral  places  in  i'crip- 
ture  by  the  name  of  Arpad,  or  Arphad  ||.  There  is  avery  fafe  road  for  the  fliipping 
to  the  eaft  of  the  ifland,  where  they  can  fix  their  anchors  on  the  fliore.  The  ihips, 
without  doubt,  formerly  came  up  clofe  to  the  eaft  fide  of  it,  for  there  are  two  piers, 
built  out  to  defend  them  againft  the  weather  ;  and  a  fmall  caps  of  the  ifland  is  a  natural 
fhelter  from  the  fouth  wind.  There  feems  to  have  been  a  double  wall  to  the  north 
and  weft  fide  of  die  ifland,  but  on  the  fouth  I  only  faw  the  figns  of  one  wall ;  thefe 
walls  were  fifty  paces  apart ;  and  there  are  ftill  great  remains  of  the  outer  wall, 
which  on  the  north  fide  is  very  high,  and  about  fifteen  feet  thick,  being  built 
of  large  ftones,  fome  of  which  are  fifteen  feet  long ;  it  is  poflible  that  fome  of  the 
fmaller  fliipping,  and  the  boats,  might  be  laid  up  between  thefe  walls ;  the  rock  to 
t  le  weft  is  worked  out  like  a  wall  ;  and  there  are  reliefs  on  it  of  a  crofs  and  crofier. 
In  every  part  of  this  ifland  there  were  cifterns  hewn  out  of  the  rock,  hke  cellars  under 

•  Stribo,  xvi.   yo. 

■p  Stiabo,  ibid.  Oppida,  Simyra,  Maratbiis,  contraqiie  Arad'.iS,  feptem  fladiorum  oppidum,  &  infula, 
diicentos  paffjs  a  conliuente  diftans.  Pljii.  Hift.  v.  17.  It  is  pr.^b.ible  Phiiy  ought  to  be  correaed  as  to 
the  diftaiice,  by  making  two  thoufand  two  hundred  paces,  as  Strabo  fays,  that  it  was  twenty  iladia  from 
the  continent. 

X  GcR.  X.  J 8.  11   2  Kings,  xix.  13.    Ifa.  xxsvii.  13.  Ifa.  x.  9.  Jer.  xlix.  23.  Ezek.  xxvii.   ii.       ' 
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iheir  houfcs,  with  holes  in  the  top  of  them,  in  order  to  draw  up  the  water.  Strabo 
makes  mention  yf  thefe,  and  of  fonie  bafons  or  lakes  of  water  near  the  wall  ;  on  the 
north  there  are  remains  of  two  iidcs  of  a  rufticated  building,  the  walls  of  which  are  three 
feet  thick  ;  it  fecms  to  have  been  built  about  the  fame  time  as  Tortofa  ;  there  are  very- 
few  houfes  on  the  ifland,  except  in  the  two  caflles,  which  are  defended  by  fome  cannon 
againft  the  corfairs ;  the  (hipping  tliat  come  here  take  in  tobacco,  of  which  there  is 
a  great  quantity  growing  on  the  continent ;  they  carry  it  to  Egypt,  and,  when  there 
is  not  a  fupply,  they  load  with  wood  for  that  country. 

Chap. XXVII.  —  Of  Antaradus,  Maratbus,  and  other  places  in  the  way  to  Tripoli. 

"WE  fet  out  from  Tortofa,  and  about  a  mile  fouth  of  it  came  to  a  broad  bed  of  a 
torrent,  which  was  then  dry  ;  there  is  a  large  ruined  bridge  of  three  or  four  arches  over 
it,  which  is  a  furlong  to  the  weft  of  the  road  ;  on  the  fouth  fide  of  it  is  a  raifed  ground, 
on  which  1  thought  I  faw  fome  figns  of  foundations  of  \valls,  and  therefore  imagined 
it  to  be  the  old  Antaradus,  though  it  is  rather  more  to  the  north  than  the  ifland  ;  but 
the  convcniency  of  the  river,  and  a  fmall  harbour  for  boats,  makes  it  probable  that  it 
was  fituated  in  that  place.  A  little  further,  to  the  weft  of  a  wood,  and  direttly  oppo- 
-fite  to  Aradus,  there  is  a  low  fandy  hill  near  the  fliore,  which  extends  to  a  very  narrow 
vale  between  rocky  ground ;  where  the  road  crofles  it  there  is  a  channel  of  a  fmall 
flream,  in  which  was  no  water ;  but  below  it  the  water  comes  out  as  from  a  fpring, 
and  runs  into  a  large  channel  which  has  a  wall  on  each  fide  ;  and  there  is  a  door-cafe 
made  of  three  ftones  over  the  fountain ;  this  is  called  Ein-el-Hye,  [The  Serpent 
Fountain].  It  is  not  unlikely  that  this  fhould  be  Enydra,  mentioned  by  Strabo  as 
north  of  Marathus,  and  probably  it  was  the  watering-place  on  the  continent  for  the  ifle 
of  Aradus ;  for  it  feems  as  if  they  had  great  plenty  of  water  here :  below  it  there  is 
a  mill ;  the  ftream,  which  continually  turns  it,  feems  to  have  come  from  the  north, 
but  iliere  was  then  no  w  ater  in  the  channel ;  to  the  fouth  of  this  vale  there  is  a  court 
cut  into  the  rock,  with  a  throne  in  the  middle  of  it,  in  which  there  is  a  feat  on  each 
fide.  The  court  is  enclofed  by  the  folid  rock  on  every  fide,  except  to  the  north, 
\\  here  are  figns  of  two  entrances,  and  doubtlefs  they  were  joined  by  a  wall  on  each 
fide ;  the  throne  confifts  of  four  ftones,  befides  the  plain  pedeftal,  which  is  cut  out 
of  the  rock  ;  one  forms  the  back  of  it,  another  the  covering,  and  there  is  one  ftone 
on  each  fide.  The  canopy  has  that  ;mtient  cornice  round  it  which  is  fo  common  in 
Upper  Egypt.  At  the  two  inner  corners  of  the  court,  there  feems  to  have  been  a 
finall  room  ;  the  fides  of  the  entrances  cut  out  of  the  rock  ftill  remain  ;  thefe  might 
relate  to  the  fuperftiiion  oftliis  place,  tlie  throne  being  probably  built  for  an  idol,  wor- 
fliipped  in  this  court  or  open  temple ;  and  it  is  probably  one  of  the  greateft  and  mod 
extraordinary  pieces  of  antiquity  that  is  to  be  fcen.  On  the  other  fide  of  the  vale,  a 
little  more  to  the  eaft,  there  is  a  fort  of  folic  cut  down  in  the  rock,  with  leven  ftops  on 
each  fide,  extending  near  a  furlong  in  length  ;  the  fteps  do  not  go  to  the  bottom,  and 
the  eaft  end  fecms  to  have  terminated  in  a  femicircle  ;  at  the  weft  end,  the  rock  is  cut 
away  in  fuch  a  uianncr,  that  one  may  fuppofe  there  were  formerly  fome  apartments 
there ;  one  part  is  cut  into  a  fquare  area,  from  v/hich  there  is  a  way  into  the  valley 
diredtly  oppofite  to  the  court  or  temple  before  mentioned.  Th.is  place  might  ferve 
for  fome  fports  to  divert  the  people  of  Aradus  and  Antaradus,  or  of  tlie  anlient 
Marathus,  if  that  was  near,  and  probably  it  was  a  circus.  Diredly  fouth  of  the  court 
or  temple,  the  rocks,  which  rife  higher  m  that  part,  have  been  worked  like  quarries, 
and  lunk  down  in  many  places,  poflibly  for  refervoirs  of  water.     There  are  alfo  in 
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difierent  pans  many  walls  cut  out  of  the  rock,  and  particularly  in  one  place  almoft  an 
entire  houfc,  and  the  rock  is  cut  away  from  it  all  round  ;  .there  are  many  niches,  vnn» 
dows,  and  doors  in  it,  and  a  wall  of  divihon  along  the  middle,  with  a  door  through  it. 
Haifa  mile  to  the  fouth  are  the  fepulchral  towers  mentioned  byMr.Maundrel,whofc  plans 
of  them  are  very  exatt.  A  little  to  the  eaft  of  this,  the  rock  is  cut  out  in  form  of  a  pe- 
dellal,  about  twenty-eight  feet  fquare,  and  nine  feet  high  ;  on  the  eaft  fide  of  it,  there 
is  a  hole,  cut  about  five  feet  from  the  ground,  by  which  there  is  an  afccnt  to  the  top 
bv  three  or  four  ft>?ps.  This  feems  to  have  'been  defigned  as  a  bafement  for  fome 
building  over  a  fepulchral  grotto ;  all  ihefe  fepulchral  monuments  were  ereded  over 
the  grots  in  which  they  depofittd  the  bodies,  and  this  might  be  the  burial-place  of 
Aradus,  though  it  is  a  little  to  the  fouth  of  that  ifland,  the  people  of  which  probably 
brought  all  their  dead  over  to  the  continent,  as  thofe  of  the  ifle  of  Delos  carried  theirs 
to  another  ifland  near,  which  was  allotted  for  that  purpofe. 

We  entered  into  a  large  plain,  called  by  the  Franks,  the  Plains  of  Junia  ;  it  extends 
to  the  river  called  the  Cold  Stream  near  Tripoli.  To  the  eaft  of  the  plain  there  are 
mountains  which  feem  to  be  mount  Bargylus,  mentioned  by  Piiny  *,  as  beginning- 
near  the  place  where  Mount  Libanus  ends,  there  being,  as  he  fays,  fome  plains  be- 
tween them ;  and  I  obferved  that  from  this  place  I  could  fee  the  country  to  the  north 
of  Libanus,  all  the  way  towards  the  lake  of  Ase  near  Hems,  and  likewife  that  which 
extends  to  Palmyra.  At  the  north  end  of  this  plain  I  was  told  that  it  is  called  Sa- 
pheta,  as  well  as  the  hills  to  the  eaft,  which  may  only  be  the  name  of  that  particular 
part  of  the  plain.  At  the  firft  entrance  into  this  plain  I  faw  to  the  eaft  near  the  hills  a 
large  "building,  and  going  on,  came  to  a  raifed  ground,  on  which  there  are  ruins,  and 
further  on  are  the  remains  of  a  tower ;  this  might  poflibly  be  Marathus,  being  about 
feven  miles  from  Tortofa,  for  it  could  not  be  Mutatio  Spiclin,  in  the  Jerufalem  Itine- 
rary placed  twelve  miles  from  Antaradus.  About  a  league  further  we  came  to  the 
bed  of  a  ftream,  in  which  there  was  very  little  water ;  it  is  probable  that  Spiclin  was 
fituated  here.  Near  two  leagues  more  to  the  fouth  we  arrived  at  Nar  Abafli,  which 
was  then  only  a  very  fmall  ftream  ;  I  was  told  that  there  is  a  bridge  a  little  lower ;  to 
the  eaft  of  this  place  the  low  hills  end,  and  a  higher  chain  of  movmtains  appear  far- 
ther to  the  eaft,  extending  fouthwards  almoft  to  Libanon.  We  went  on  about  an  hour, 
and  leaving  the  road,  we  came  in  an  hour  more  to  an  encampment  of  Arabs  called 
bimohea,  where  they  live  in  tents  made  chiefly  of  reeds. 

On  the   twentieth  we  went   to  Nar-Gibere   [The    Great  River] :  I  take  this  to 
be  the  Eleutherus  f,  which  was  the  bounds  between  Phoenicia  and  Cafliotis  of  Se- 

*  Inora  maritima — fubjefta  Libano — Regio  in  qua  fupradicti  deiinunt  monies,  et  inter  jaceiUibuicanpis 
Bargylus  mons  incipit.     Plin.  Hid.  v.  17. 

f  Theie  arc  difficulties  in  determining  the  fituation  of  the  river  Eleutherus,  which  was  the  northern 
bounds  of  Phienicia.  For  the  Jerufalem  Itinerary  after  Baneas,  mentions  the  bounds  of  Coele-Syria  and 
Phoenicia,  before  Marraccas  and  Antaradus  ;  fo  that  one  would  from  thence  imagine,  that  the  river  Eleu- 
therus was  north  of  Caranus.  But  Ptolemy,  contrary  to  this,  puts  Antaradus  in  Cafiotis  of  Seleucisi,  and 
between  Antaradus  and  Tripoli  he  mentions  Simyra  and  Orthofia,  with  falfe  latitudes.  In  the  Tables  Or- 
thofia  is  only  twelve  miles  from  Tripoli,  which  is  the  diftznce  the  Jerufalem  Itinerary  places  Bruttus.  Strabo  • 
going  from  north  to  fouth  places  Eleutherus  even  after  Orthofia,  and  the  Itinerary  makes  Phccnicia  to 
begin  fouth  of  Areas  ;  but  Ptolemy  places  Orthofia  and  Simyra,  wliich  is  north  of  Orthofia,  in  Phoenicia  ; 
fo  that  there  is  only  the  Jerufalem  itinerary  againft  three  other  authors.  And  both  the  Itinerary  and  Strabo 
putting  Ekuthcnij  fouth  of  Areas  and  Orthofia,  would  make  one  imagine  it  was  the  cold  flream  river,  if 
Ptolemy's  great  authority  did  not  contradict  it ;  fo  that  Nar-Gebere,  or  the  great  river,  feems  to  be  the 
antient  Eleutherus,  which  is  a  deep  river,  and  might  well  ferve  for  a  boundary  between  two  countries. 
Mr.  Maundrel  differing  in  this  account  I  have  given  cf  the  rivers  between  Tortofa  and  Tripoli,  I  was  the 
more  exaeH  in  enquiring  about  the  names  and  Ctuations  of  tlicm, 

5  leucia. 
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leucia*.  About  a  league  to  thefouth  is  the  river  Accar,  on  which  Orthofia  might  be  fituated, 
which  was  a  maritime  town  of  Phoenicia,  I  was  informed  that  they  have  a  name  fome- 
thing  Hke  Orthofia  in  the  books  of  the  grand  fignior's  revenues  among  the  places  of 
this  country,  but  where  it  was  fituated  I  c(?u!d  not  learn.  Half  a  league  further  is  the 
river  Arka,  where  Areas  mufl;  have  been  ;  this  was  only  a  manfio,  and  not  that  Area, 
which  was  an  inland  city  of  Phosnicia,  fituated  amongfl:  the  mountains,  between  which 
this  river  pafles  ;  the  Itinerary  m^'kes  Phoenicia  to  begin  after  Areas,  or  between  it  and 
Tripoli.  About  two  leagues  further  at  the  corner  of  the  bay  one  paffes  a  fmall  ftream 
that  comes  through  a  fine  vale  between  the  mountains,  beautifully  improved  with  mul- 
berry trees  ;  Bruttus  might  be  either  here,  or  at  the  cold  ftream  river  half  a  mile  fur- 
ther to  the  north,  though  neither  agree  with  the  diftances  mentioned  by  antient  au- 
thors!. About  two  miles  before  I  arrived  at  Tripoli  I  faw  the  f>nint;un  of  fiflies, 
which  is  a  fine  fquare  bafon,  where  fome  fprings  rife ;  no  one  is  allowed  to  take  the 
fifli,  which  are  there  in  great  abundance,  and  bread  being  thrown  in,  they  come  in 
ihoals,  and  even  leap  up,  and  take  it  out  of  the  hand. 

Chap.  XXVIII.  —  Of  the  Natural  Hijlory,  Government,  and  People  of  Syria. 

THERE  is  a  chain  of  mountains  which  runs  almoft  through  all  Syria ;  it  begins 
at  mount  Cafhus,  extends  to  the  eaft  by  Antioch,  and  then  turns  to  the  fouth  ;  the 
whole  tract  by  the  fea  fide  called  Phoenicia,  is  a  very  fine  country  ;  Libanon  and  An- 
tilibanon  are  part  of  thefe  mountains  ;  Coelefyria  Proper  is  between  them,  in  which 
Baalbeck  is  fituated ;  this,  as  well  as  moft  of  the  plains  of  Damafcus  northwards,  are 
a  poor  fort,  the  latter  by  fome  are  reckoned  to  be  part  of  Coelefyria.  Thefe  plains 
have  very  little  water  in  them  except  about  Damafcus  j  the  Afe  or  Orontes  waters  a 
great  traci  of  ground  to  the  north  of  Syria ;  the  river  Jordan  and  the  Lycus  are  the 
only  confiderable  rivers  in  this  country. 

I  have  already  mentioned  the  chryftalizations  on  mount  Carmel ;  at  the  foot  of  that 
part  of  Libanon,  called  the  Caftravan  Mountains,  between  the  river  Kelp  and  Elbele, 
there  is  a  white  ilone,  on  which  they  frequently  find  the  impreffions  of  iifli.  ■•'' 

There  are  a  great  number  of  fait  lakes  in  Syria,  efpecially  towards  Tadmor  and 
Aleppo ;  the  ground,  which  is  impregnated  with  nitre,  is  hollow  in  many  parts,  and 
being  filled  in  winter  with  nun  waters,  when  they  dry  away,  the  fait  is  left  in 
cakes  on  the  ground,  which  they  purify,  and  carry  it  to  Damafcus,  Aleppo,  and  to 
all  parts  at  a  diibmce  from  the  fea. 

There  are  a  great  variety  of  trees  in  Syria,  very  few  of  which  are  known  in  Eu- 
rope. The  ])l;uanus  or  plane-tree  grows  on  the  river  Jordan,  and  other  places  in  the 
northern  p;u-ts,  clpecially  about  Antioch  ;  they  have  feveral  forts  of  oaks,  but  1  faw  the 
greatell  variety  of  trees  on  mount  Rhoffus,  near  Antioch,  where  there  are  feveral 
kinds  rarely  feen  in  thefe  parts,  as  the  laurel,  the  yew,  the  bay,  which  is  the  antient 
laurus,  and  the  box;  the  two  latter  are  much  about  Antioch,  though  i  he  former  does 
not  grow  on  the  fpot  where  Daphne  flood ;  the  myrtle  is  common  in  all  parts.     The 

•  Not  refjar(ling  tlie  latituiles  of  Ptolemy,  wliich  are  falfc  in  thefe  parts,  I  coiijefturc  that  Simyra  wat 
oil  this  river  to  the  loiith,  probably  alioiit  tlic  inuulh  of  it,  aild  Simohca  near  it  may  bo  lomc  reiiiains  of 
the  name  :  it  is  fiipp<.feil  U)  b:-  Taxymira  of  Strabo,  who  <!oes  imlccil  mention  it  before  Oriholis 
and  Elcutherus,  it  bi  injj  romnionlv  lii^  inethad  to  ijo  from  north  lo  fouth  ;  but  Ploleniy's  authority  is  to 
be  prrferixiJ.      Mutaiio  Bafilifcum  in  tlic  Jeriilalem  Itinerary-  miglit  be  on  this  river   dircAly  in  tlie  road. 

t  The  Jerufaluin  Itinerary  menliuim  Bruttus  as  four  miles  from  Arca»,  and  twelve  from  Tripoli. 
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plains,  from  tlie  rife  of  the  river  Jordan  to  Aleppo,  abound  with  liquorice  as  ours  d(J 
with  fern ;  fquills  are  alfo  very  common  in  many  parts. 

Wild  beads  are  not  in  fo  great  abundance  in  this  country  as  formerly ;  the  lion  is 
never  feen,  and  only  a  very  few  tigers  on  fome  of  the  mountains  ;  the  hyscna,  jackal!, 
the  mountain  antelope,  the  antelope  of  the  plain,  and  wild  boar,  are  common.  They 
had  a  fine  breed  of  horles  in  this  country,  but  mofl  of  them  having  been  bought  up 
for  the  Pcrfian  war,  the  breed  of  them  is  almofl;  loft.^  They  have  two  forts  of  camels  ; 
the  >\.rab  breed,  which  is  common  in  all  parts,  and  another  fort  ufed  by  the  Turco- 
men,  which  are  ftronger,  though  of  a  more  ugly  make  than  the  others.  I  faw  be- 
tween Aleppo  and  the  Euphrates  the  buftard,  which  is  a  verv  ihy  bird  ;  I  was  informed 
by  one  who  had  his  experience  in  Europe,  that  in  the  fpring,  when  they  perch  on 
the  trees,  and  fing  in  their  manner,  they  are  inattentive,  and  eafdy  fhot.  They  have 
alfo  about  Aleppo  a  beautiful  "grey  bird  of  the  crane  kind,  called  by  Europeans  the 
Dancing  Bird :  thcfe  birds  foon  become  domcflic,  and  are  fo  called  from  their  dancing 
round  in  a  ring  one  after  another  in  a  very  pretty  manner,  and  clapping  their  wings  ; 
they  have  likewife  pelicans  on  fome  waters  near  Aleppo. 

There  are  great  variety  of  people  in  Syria,  efpecially  in  the  northern  parts  of  it. ' 
This  country  having  been  in  the  hands  of  the  fucceflbrs  of  Mahomet,  the  Arabic  is 
the  language  generally  fpoken,  except  to  the  north  of  Aleppo,  where  the  Turcomen 
and  Curdeens  prevailing,  the  Turkilli  language  prevails,  which  the  Curdeens  fpeak, 
though  they  have  a  particular  language  of  their  own.  To  the  north  of  Aleppo  there 
are  no  Arabs,  but  the  country  is  in  the  poflellion  of  the  Curdeens,  who  come  originally 
from  Curdirtan  on  the  C;ifpian  fea.  They  are  worfe  than  the  Arabs,  have  not  much 
courage,  but  rob  when  no  refiftance  can  be  made.  They  are  in  pofiefTion  of  a  great 
part  of  mount  Taurus,  which  belongs  to  the  Valadea,  or  fultanefs  mother,  who  found 
her  account  fo  much  in  protedfing  them,  that  the  country  near  thofe  mountains  was 
entirely  at  their  command,  and  (he  refufed  to  accept  of  Cyprefs  in  exchange  for  it. 

The  Turcomnn  are  of  the  fame  race  as  the  prefent  Ottoman  family  ;  they  were  ori- 
ginally of  Turkiftan,  which  is  likewife  near  the  Cafpian  fea  ;  they  are  of  two  forts, 
one  of  which  live  in  tents  or  villages,  who  till  thelantl  and  breed  cattle  ;  their  tents  are 
commonly  round,  and  made  of  reeds,  having  only  a  flight  covering  in  the  fummer, 
and  in  winter  a  thick  fort  of  felt  fitted  to  them,  fo  as  to  keep  out  the  rain  ;  they  em- 
ploy themfelves  chiefly  in  making  fcveral  forts  of  coarfe  carpets.  The  other  fort  of 
Turcomen  are  called  Begdelees  ;  they  mount  on  horfeback,  live  in  tents,  and  neither 
till  the  land,  nor  graze  cattle  ;  rjid  though  they  have  fome  fort  of  alliances,  yet  they 
are  profelfed  robbers ;  fometimes  there  are  above  a  thoufimd  of  them  together,  and 
they  r;ufe  contributions  on  villages  under  pretence  of  proteding  them  ;  but  where  they 
receive  their  dues,  they  do  not  rob  openly.  Wherever  thefe  people  are  in  pofTeirion  of 
the  country,  the  fafeft  way  of  travelling  is  under  the  guard  of  fome  of  the  greatefl 
rogues  among  them,  becaufe  they  are  in  league  with  their  brethren  of  the  fame  pro- 
ielTion  ;  for  in  all  thefe  countries  the  right  of  proteftion,  when  once  you  are  entitled 
to^  it,  is  a  very  facred  thing.  Another  fort  of  people  are  Rufhowans,  who  in  the 
winter  begin  to  move  with  their  cattle  from  Ezeroun  towards  the  rife  of  the  Euphrates, 
in  the  antient  Cappadocia,  and  go  fouthwards  as  far  as  Damafcus,  and  in  the  fummer 
return  at  their  convenience  with  the  caravan  to  Aleppo  ;  I  travelled  with  fome  of 
them,  and  they  fecmed  to  be  a  good  fort  of  people.  The  Chingani,  who  are  fpread 
almoif  all  over  the  world,  are  in  great  abundance  in  the  north  of  Syria,  and  pafs  for 
Mahometans  ;  they  live  under  tents,  and  fomedmes  in  grots  under  ground  ;  they  make 
a  coarfe  fort  of  tapeltry  or  carpet  work  for  houfings  of  faddles,  and  other  ufes,  and 
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when  they  are  not  far  from  towns,  deal  much  in  milch  cattle,  and  fiave  a  much  better 
characler  than  their  relations  in  Hungary,  or  the  gypfies  in  England,  who  are  thought 
by  fome  to  have  been  originally  of  the  fame  tribe.     Thefe  and  the  Turcomen,  with 
regard  to  offences,  are  under  the  paflii  and  cadi,  though   they  have  a  fheik  to  every 
encampment,  and  feveral  great  ones   over  them  ;  but  with  regard  to  taxes,  they  are 
immediately  under  the  grand  fignior,  whofe  tribute  is  collefted  yearly  by  an  ofEcer 
over  each  of  theft-  people,  one  being  called  the  Turcoman-Agafi,  an  office  of  great 
credit,  and  the  other  the  Chingani-Agafi,  who  go  round  the  Turkifh  dominions   to 
colled  the  taxes  from  thefe  people.     There  are  alfo  different  fefts  of  religion  among 
the  Mahometans,  if  thofe  I  am  going  to  mention  may  be  efteemed  fuch.    The  Noceres, 
who  live  north  ea(ly)f  Latichea,  are  fpoken  of  by    many;  their  religion  feems  to  be 
fome  remains  of  Paganifm  ;  they  are  much  defpifed  by  the  Turks,  and  thefe  people 
feem  rather  fond  of  the  Chriftians.     I  could  not  learn  any  thing  particular  concerning 
their  religion,  only  that  once  a  year  they  hold  a  fort  of  feaft  by  night,  which  very 
much  refembles  the  antient  Bacchanals ;  it  is  poffible  they  may  be  the  defcendants  of 
the  people  called  Nazcrini.  mentioned   by  Pliny  *,  as  divided   from  the   country  of 
Apamea  by  the  river  Marfyas.     Another   fort  of  people  are  called  Jafades ;  all   that 
can  be  faid  of  them  is,  they  feem  to  be  worfhippers  of  the  devil ;  it  is  faid  to  be  a 
great  affront  to  them  to  mention  his  name  lightly,  and  I  was  affured  they  were  pleafed 
w'ith   a  Frank,  who,  to  gain  fome  end, 'faid  fomething  that  they  thought  was   to  the 
honour  of  this  evil  being.     They  are  in  different  parts  in  the  north  of  Syria,  have  a 
particular  averfiou  to  the  Mahometans,  and  are  fubjects  very  worthy  of  the  being  whom 
rhey  worfliip,  for  moft  of  them  are  very  bad  people.     The  generality  of  Chriftians  in 
Syria  are  Greeks,  fubjed  to  their  great  patriarch  of  Antioch,  whofe  fee  is  now  re- 
moved to  Damafcus;  but  miferable  is  the  ftate  of  their  church,  which  proceeds  very 
much  from  their  own  conduft.     The  priefts,  who  are  .of  fome  trade  or  other,  endea- 
vour to  live  as  eafily  as  they  can  by  fcrewing  out  of  the  people  as  much  money  as 
poffible ;  the  people  who  have  any  influence  tyrannize  with  great  pride  and  infolence 
over  their  inferiors ;  they  are  guilty  of  all  the  vices  of  the  Turks,  but  privately  ;  and 
it  may  be  concluded   how  flrong  a  root  their  faith  has  in  many  of  them,  when,  to 
avoid   only  a  drubbing,  and  often  to  fatisfy  their   revenge,  they  turn  Mahometans. 
The  Maronites  who  are  on   the  mountains  of  Libanon,  and   in  moft  fea  port  towns, 
and  fome  few  other  parts,  are  more  efteemed.     There  are  few  Armenians  to  the  iouth 
of  Aleppo,  but   to  the   north  of  it  all  tlie  Chriftians  are  of  that   church  ;  thefe  are 
moftly  engaged  in  trade,  and  there  are  many  fervants  of  that  religion  who  came  out 
Irom  Armenia  ;  they  have  courage,  are  diligent,  politic,  and  civil  to  every  body  ;  but 
no  Eafterns  are  proof  again  ft  money,  or  are  to  be  depended  on  with  regard  to  vera- 
city ;  there  arc  very  few  ot  the  Syrians  or  Jacobites.   ■  Many  in  the  fummer  leave  their 
villages,  and  live  in  tents,  and  fome  niake  a  fort  of  open  lofa,  with  boughs  raifed  from 
the  ground  in  order  to  lie  on  it,  and  in  fome  parts,  like  the  Indians,  raife  them  very 
liigh   before  their  houfes  to  fleep  in  during   the  lummer,  in  order  to   be  free  from 
vermin  ;  and  in  many  towns  and  villages  they  fleep  on  the  top  of  their  houfes,  which 
are  all  flat  roofetl,  on  which  ihey  make  little  clofets  of  wicker  work,  or  boughs,  and 
retire  there  for  coolncfs,  as  foon  as  the  fu.i  is  ftt. 

Syria  is  divided  into  five  pafl-ialicks  ;  Aleppo,  Tripoli,  that  of  Saphct,  or  Sidon, 
Baalbeck,  and  the  palhalick  of  I)an-afcus,  wiiich  is  the  greateft  of  them  all,  to 
which  the  paflialick  of  Jerufalem  and  Naplofa  have  been  added,  the  latter  ftretching 

•  Cale  habct  Apamiam,  Marfya  amne  divifam  a  Nazerinorum  tetrarchia      Plin.  Hi;h  v.  :j. 
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away  to  Raniah  and  Gaza  ;  thefe  territories  feem  to  have  been  added  to  Damafcus  in 
lieu  of  the  great  expence  which  that  pa(ha  is  at  every  year  in  conduding  the  hadjees 

or  pilgrims  to  Mecca.  .  .    ,    .     ,  .  r    r-i  r 

On  the  twenty-fourth  of  Oftnber,  about  ten  o'clock  in  the  evening,  wc  let  lail  trom 
Tripoli  for  Cyprus,  on  board  ;,a  Englifli  fliip,  which  was  obliged  to  touch  at  Bayreut 
in  the  way.  On  the  twenty-fifth  we  had  little  wind  all  day,  and  only  came  up  with  a 
fmnll  bay  called  Cabouch,  nbout  twenty  miles  to  the  north  of  Tripoli.  On  the  twenty- 
fixth  we  came  up  with  Elbele,  and  failed  clofe  along  the  fliorc  under  the  Callrayan 
mountains ;  I  faw  almoft  all  the  places  we  had  vifited  on  thofe  hills,  and  in  the  evening 
we  arrived  in  the  road  of  Bayreut,  where  the  fupercargo  went  afliorc ;  and  on  his 
return,  w'e  immediately  fe;fail  again.  On  the  twenty-eighth  we  came  up  with  Cyprus, 
anchored  in  the  evening  in  the  road  of  Liraefol ;  and  on  the  twenty-ninth  went  afliore 
.at  that  town. 


A  DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  EAST,  6cc. 
BY  RICHARD  POCOCKE,  LL.D.  F.R.S. 

Book  the  Third.     Of  the  Ifland  of  Cyprus. 


Chap.  I.  —  Of  Cyprus    in  general.     Of  Limefol,   Amatbus,  Laniica,  and  the  antlent 

Citiwn, 

»TnIIE  north  part  of  the  ifland  of  Cyprus  is  fifty  miles  from  the  Cilician  fhore,  which 
agrees  with  the  account  of  the  antients,  who  making  a  computation  by  meafuring 
round  the  bays  of  the  ifland,  fay,  that  it  is  about  four  hundred  twenty-eight  miles  '  in 
circumference  ;  but  thofe  f  who  computed,  probably  by  travelling  round  the  ifland  by 
land,  make  it  only  three  hundred  feventy-five  niiles.  Some  fay,  that  it  was  a  hundred 
and  feventy-five  miles  long,  others  \  two  hundred  ;  but  the  modern  fea  charts  make  it 
only  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  in  length,  and  fixty-two  miles  broad  in  the  widefl:  part. 
Cyprus  was  antiently  divided  into  many  fmall  kingdoms,  and  was  conquered  fuc- 
ceflively_  by  the  Egyptians,  Phcenicians,  Cyrus  king  of  Perfia,  and  Alexander  the 
great  ;  it  fell  to  the  lot  of  the  fucceflTors  the  kings  of  Egypt,  afterwards  was  fubdued 
by  the  Romans,  became  fubjeft  to  the  Greek  emperors,  and,  whilft  it  was  under  tliem, 
was  laid  wafle  by  the  Arabs.  In  one  thoufand  one  hundred  ninety  one,  Richard  the 
firft,  king  of  England,  conquered  it,  and  gave  it  to  Guy  Lufignam,  king  of  Jerufalem  ; 
and  his  family  continued  to  govern  it  until  the  year  fourteen  hundred  twenty-three, 
when  It  V  IS  taken  by  a  fultan  of  Egypt,  who  permitted  their  own  king  to  reign  over 
them,  on  his  paying  him  a  certain  tribute.  In  one  thoufand  four  hundred  feventy -three, 
one  of  the  kings  left  this  ifland  to  the  republick  of  Venice,  who  enjoyed  it,  paying  the 

♦  Plin.  Hift.v.35.  Straboxiv.  682.  f  Plin.  ibid.  t  Strabo. 
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tribute  to  Egypt,  until  it  was  taken  from  them  in  one  thoufand  five  hundred  and 
feventy  under  fultan  Selim ;  and  it  has  ever  fmce  remained  in  fubjedion  to  the 
Ottoman  Port. 

There  are  two  chains  of  mountains  that  run  along  the  ifland,  one  of  which  begins  at 
the  caftern  point  of  it,  and  extends  about  three  quarters  of  the  length  of  the  ifland,  to 
th^  bay  which  is  welt  of  Gerincs.  The  other  chain  of  mountains  begins  at  cape  Pyla, 
which  is  to  theeafl:  of  Larnica,  and  flretches  away  to  the  north-weft  corner  of  the  illand. 
Pliny  mentions  fifteen  cities  in  this  ifland,  and  probably  in  antient  times  there  were 
as  many  kingdoms  ;  but  at  the  time  of  Alexander  it  was  under  nine  kings,  and  it 
is  not  difllcult  to  difcover  what  cities  with  their  territories,  compofed  thefe  kingdoms, 
as  I  fliall  have  occafion  to  obferve  In  the  journey  which  I  made  round  the  ifland. 

Limefol,  where  we  landed,  is  a  fmall  town,  built  of  unburnt  brick  ;  there  are  a 
great  number  of  mulberry  gardens  about  it,  with  houfes  in  them,  which  makes  the 
place  appear  very  beautiful  at  a  diftance  ;  the  country  alio  abounds  in  vineyards,  and 
the  rich  Cyprus  wine  is  made  only  about  this  place  ;  the  ordinary  wine  of  the  country 
being  exceedingly  bad.  It  is  one  of  the  cheapeft  places  in  the  ifland,  which  is  the 
reafon  why  fliips  bound  to  Egypt  and  other  parts  put  in  here  to  vidhial.  I  was  told 
that  a  fmall  heifer  fells  fometimes  for  two  dollars,  or  five  fliillings  ;  they  have  built  a 
caftle  and  platform  here,  to  defend  thcmfclves  againft  the  Maltefe.  The  Greeks  have 
two  churches,  one  of  which  is  a  very  handiome  new  built  fabric. 

We  were  entertained  in  a  houfe  of  the  Englifh  vice-conful  who  was  a  Greek,  and  on 
the  fame  day  that  we  landed  we  hired  mules,  and  fet  out  to  the  eaft.  We  travelled 
through  a  narrow  plain  on  the  fea  fide,  and  going  about  two  miles  came  to  the  river 
Char,  where  they  keep  a  guard  againlt  the  corfairs.  When  rivers  are  mentioned  iu 
Cyprus,  they  muil  be  underftood  only  as  beds  of  winter  torrents  ;  for  I  could  find  but 
one  in  all  the  ifland  that  has  always  water  in  it.  At  the  end  of  the  plain  there  are 
ruins  on  a  low  hill,  which  are  called  old  Limefol;  it  is  about  two  leagues  from  the 
town.  This  is  generally  agreed  to  be  Amathus,  which  is  faid  to  have  had  its  name 
from  Amathus,  who  built  a  temple  here  to  Venus  *,  called  on  this  account,  Venus 
Amathufia  ;  it  is  faid  to  have  been  facred  both  to  Venus  and  Adonis.  This  was  pro- 
bably the  capital  of  one  of  the  nine  kingdoms  of  Cyprus.  It  is  faid,  that  Richard  the 
firlt  of  England,  being  hindered  by  the  inhabitants  from  taking  in  water  on  the  ifland, 
when  he  was  going  to  the  holy  war,  came  to  this  place  in  his  return,  and  took  Ifaac 
king  of  Cyprus  prifoner,  and  lent  him  in  filver  drains  to  Tripoli  in  Syria. .  There  are 
remains  of  the  town  walls,  which  are  fifteen  feet  thick,  and  cafed  with  hewn  ftone.  On 
the  weft  fide  there  is  a  building  like  an  old  caftle,  probably  on  the  fite  of  the  antient 
city,  which  might  extend  to  the  eaft  as  far  as  that  part,  where  there  are  great  heaps  ol 
ruins,  and  among  them  a  handfome  ruinous  church,  which  may  be  on  the  fpot  where 
the  temple  was  biult  to  Venus  and  Adonis,  in  which  the  feafts  of  the  latter  were  annually 
celebrated  f.  There  feeras  alfo  to  have  been  a  fuburb  to  the  eaft,  extending  to  the 
river  Antigonia. 

About  feven  leagues  to  the  eaft-north-eaft  of  this  place,  is  a  mountain  called  by  the 
Greeks  Oros  Staveros,  and  by  r.mopcans  Monte  Croce  ;  it  was  called  by  the  anticnts 
Mount  Olympus  J,  and  was  compared  by  them  to  the  human  breatt  §  ;  it  has  the 
Greek  name  from  a  convent  on  the  top  of  it,  dedicated  to  the  holy  crofs.  We  went 
about  an  hour  and  a  half  further,  and  lay  at  a  Chriftian  village  called  ISIeuie.     On  di^ 

*  Virgil  makes  Venus  fpcnk  to  Jupiter  in  thcfe  words  : 

"  l-'.ll  Amatlw'is,  ell  Celfa  milii  I'liplioa,  atque  Cylliera, 

"  IdaliKcjuc  Jomus.     TEnciad.  x.  51. 
t  Straboxiv.  682.  %  Slrabo  xit.  C83.  i  StTabo,iliJ. 
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thirtieth  we  crofTc-d  the  hills  that  make  the  point  which  is  to  the  eafl  of  Limefol,  anJ 
having  travelled  fome  time  we  came  to  cape  Malzoto  ;    to  the  wefl  of  it  there  is  a  narrow 
vale,  which  is  a  morafly  ground  ;  there  are  many  trees  and  very  high  reeds-  growing  in  it, 
and  I  faw  fome  ruins  here.     Soon  after  we  pafled  about  half  a  mile  to  the  fouth  of  the 
village  Malzoto,  which  is  computed  to  be  nine  hours  from  Limefol,  and  is  direclly  fouth 
of  the  fummit  of  mount  Croce.     Palsa  which  is  mentioned*  as  between  Aniathus  and 
Citium,  might  be   about  this  place.     We  came  in  an  hour  to  the  river  Bouzy,  where 
there  was  a  fmall  ftream,  and  in  about  an  hour  more  to  cape  Ched^  ;  there  arc  feveral 
hamlets  about  it   that  go  by  that  name;  a  rivulet  rifcs  out  of  mount  Croce,  which  is 
called  Creig  Simeone,  and  falls  into  the  fea  near  this  head  ;  it  is  probably  the  river 
Tetius,  mentioned  betAveen  Citium  and  Amathus.     I  faw  to  the  north  a  village  called 
Der  Stcphane  ;  in  about  an  hour  we  came  to  a  large  village  called  Bromlaka,  and  in 
half  an  hour  paffed  over  the  bed  of  a  torrent,  and  came  to  the  large  lakes,  from  which 
they  colled  every  year  great  quantities  of  fait ;  they  are  filled  by  rain  water,  and  the 
foil  being  full  of  nitre,  produces  the  fait,  when  the  water  is  evaporated  in  fummer ; 
but  in  cafe  there  is  too  much  water,  occasioned  by  extraordinary  rain^,  it  is  not  fait 
enough  to  harden  into  cakes,  and  for   this  reafon  the  Venetians  had  drains  to  carry 
oft"  the  water,  which  are  now  neglefted.     To  the  weft  of  thefe  lakes  there  is  a  fmall 
Turkifli  convent,  in   which  there  is  only  one  Dt;rvifh ;  they  have  a  fepulchre  there, 
which  is  held  in  great  veneradon  by  the  Mahometans,  it  being,  as  they  fay,  tlie  place 
where   the  fofter  fifter  of  Fatimah,   the   fifter  of  Mahomet,  was  buried  ;    thefe  fait 
lakes  extends  almoft  to  Larnica,   and  make  it  the  molt  unhealthy  place  in  the  ifland. 
When  we  arrived   at  Larnica,  where   the  Franks  refide,  I   went  to  the  houfe  of  the 
Englilh  conful,  to  whom  I  was  recommended. 

Larnica  is  fituated  a  fmall  mile  from  the  fea  ;  at  the  port  which  belongs  to  it  there 
is  a  little  town  called  the  Marine  ;  the  harbour  is  naturally  well  fheltered,  but  the  fliips 
lie  off  at  fome  diftance,  and  the  boats  come  afhore  on  an  open  beach,  and  are  drawn 
up  to  land.     Though  this  place  is  very  unhealthy,  yet  the  Franks  are  fettled  here,  as  it 
is  very  convenient  on  account  of  its  fituation  with  regard  to  Nicofia,  where  the  govern- 
ment refides,  it  being  only  fix  leagues  from  it.     There  is  a  large  antient  church  at  the 
port,  dedicated  to  faint  Lazarus,  where  they  fhew  his  fepulchre  ;  it  is  a  fmall  grot  cut 
out  of  the  rock  ;   they  fay,  that  this  faint  being  put  into  a  boat  at  Joppa,  and  committed 
to  the  mercy  of  the  fea,  he  was  drove  to  this  place,  and  became  bifliop  of  it,  and  that  his 
body  was  ftolen  away  by  the  French,  and  carried  to  Marfeilles  ;  but  the  French  fay  that 
he  was  drove  on  their  coafts.     The  ruins  of  the  antient  city  of  Citium  are  between  the 
town  of  Larnica  and  the  Marine,  which  was  a  capital  of  a  fecond  kingdom  in  Cyprus. 
It  was  famous  for  the  birth  of  the  great  philofopher  Zeno,  and  for  the  death  of  the 
renowned  Athenian  general  Cimon,  who  expired  at  the  fiege  of  it.     Ptolemy,  the  fon 
of  Lagus,  deftroyed  this  city,  and  removed  its  inhabitants  to  new  Paphos  ;  it  was  about 
three  miles  in  circumference ;  there  is  reafon  to  think  that  in  very  antient  times  the  fea 
wafhed  the  fouth  walls  of  it,  though  it  is  now  a  quarter  of  a  mile  diftant.     To  the  eaft 
of  the  old  town  there  was  a  large  bafon,  now  almoft  filled  up  ;  it  ferved  for  the  fecuritv 
of  the  fhipping,  and  was  defended  by  a  ftrong  caftle,  as  appears  by  the  foundations  of 
it ;  this  muft  be  the  inclofed  port  mentioned  by  the  antients  f  ;  the  walls  fcem  to  have 
been   very  ftrong,  and  in  the  foimdations  there   have   been  found  many  ftones,    with 
infcriptions  on  them,   in  an   unintelligible   charatter,  which  I  fuppofe,  is  the  antient 
Phoenician ;  and  if  the  city  was  ever  rebuilt,  after  it  was  deftroyed  by  Ptolemy,  thefe 
ftones  might  be  put  into  the  walls  when  they  were  repaired.     They  have  tlifcovered 
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a  great  number  of  antlent  fepulchres  in  and  about  the  city  of  Larnica ;  I  faw  fome  built 
of  hewn  flone ;  in  one  of  them  I  obferved  the  (tones  were  laid  along  at  top  like  large 
beams,  and  others  laid  over  them  like  a  floor  ;  there  is  another  w  hich  ends  at  top  in  an 
angle,  and  both  are  of  excellent  workmanfliip,  and  finilhed  in  the  mofl:  perfect  manner. 
The  fathers  of  the  Terra  Santa  have  a  large  convent  in  this  town ;  the  capuchins  alio 
have  a  monaftery  here ;  and  the  Greeks  four  or  five  very  good  churches.  The  re- 
publick  of  Ragufa  have  a  conful  refiding  in  this  place,  as  well  as  the  French  and 
Englifli. 

Chap.  II.  —  Of  Famcrgusia,  and  the  antient  Salamis. 

ON  the  tenth  of  November  we  fet  out  from  Larnica  on  mules,  under  the  pro- 
feflionofthe  conful's  janizary,  in  order  to  make  the  tour  round  the  ifland.  We  tra- 
velled eaflward,  and  came  to  the  bed  of  a  torrent,  called  Camborounula,  which  had 
water  in  it ;  I  faw  mounds  near  it,  which  might  be  the  remains  of  fome  antient  work. 
In  three  quarters  of  an  hour  we  came  to  the  hills  that  ftretch  to  cape  Pyla  ;  that  head 
of  land  mufl  be  the  antient  promontory  of  Dades*;  I  obferved  an  old  tower  on  it. 
We  came  to  the  vale  of  Ormilia,  where  there  are  feveral  houfes  and  filk  gardens 
belonging  to  the  people  of  Larnica.  We  afterwards  had  a  fight  of  cape  Grega,  pro- 
bably the  fame  as  that  which  the  writers  of  the  Turkifh  hillory  call  cape  Grsecia,  and 
■was  probably  cape  Throni  of  the  antients,  where  there  was  a  city  of  the  fame  namef. 
Going  on  1  was  told  that  we  paffed  within  four  miles  of  Trapeza,  which,  if  I  miflake 
not,  is  to  the  right,  though  Blaeu's  map  puts  a  place  of  that  name  near  Famagufta  ; 
this  probably  is  a  village  near  the  high  hiil,  that  was  compared  by  the  antients  to  a  table, 
and  was  facred  to  Venus  ;  I  had  a  view  of  it  on  this  head  of  land.  This  hill  was  over 
cape  Pedalium  J,  wliich  may  be  the  fame  as  Ammochofi;us§,  and  I  fuppt)fe  it  to  be  the 
northern  point  of  that  broad  head  of  land,  which  is  now  called  cape  Grega.  Peda- 
lium  is  thought  to  be  a  corruption  of  the  antient  name  Idalium,  there  having  been  a 
town  of  that  name  in  Cyprus,  which  was  facred  to  Venus  ;  the  Idalian  wood  was  near 
it,  in  which,  according  to  antient  fables,  Adonis,  a  favourite  of  Venus,  was  killed  by  a 
boar,  and  they  feign  that  Hie  turned  him  into  a  flower.  There  are  two  ports  mentioned 
between  this  and  Salamis,  wliich  arc  Leucola  and  Arfuioe ;  a  city  alfo  is  mentioned 
with  the  latter,  which  might  be  where  Famagufta  is  at  prcfent  fituated.- 

We  came  to  a  village  called  Merafli,  which  is  half  a  mile  fouth  of  Famagufta,  where 
the  Chrittians  hve  who  are  not  permitted  to  dwell  within  the  city.  I  was  here  re- 
commended to  a  Chriftian,  who  afligned  me  a  room,  which  he  had  built  in  his  garden, 
where  I  was  entirely  alone,  and  fent  to  the  town  for  whatever  I  wanted.  The  next 
day  I  went  with  the  janizary  to  fee  the  city  ;  for  thougii  I  had  a  letter  to  the  governor, 
yet  I  was  advifed  not  to  fend  it,  as  I  had  no  prefent  for  him.  1  went  with  all  freedom 
Avhercvcr  1  pleafed  about  the  town  ;  tiic  governor,  however,  was  afterwards  informed, 
that  I  had  vit-wed  the  town  very  ex'adly,  and  wrote  every  tiling  down,  though  I  liad 
only  copied  a  fliort  Greek  infcription  ;  upon  this  he  fent  orders  to  the  muleteer  not  to 
go  luiy  iurihcr  with  me,  and  that  they  llu)uld  not  permit  any  Franks  to  come  into  the 
city,  on  which  I  fent  the  janixary  with  the  letter  to  the  governor,  who  was  then  very  well 
fatisfied,  and  laid  he  Ihould  be  glad  to  fee  me. 

The  city  of  Famagufta  is  about  two  miles  in  circumference,  and  was  well  fortified  by 
the  Venetians  ;  it  is  of  an  oblong  fquare  figuic ;  the  balliuns  jire  all  femicircular  ;  on 
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the  wed  fide  of  the  tovm,  n  rifing  ground  runs  along  from  north  to  foutli,  on  which  th(»y 
took  the  advantage  to  build  the  rampart,  which  makes  it  exceedingly  llrong  this  way, 
n  folio  being  cut  into  the  rock  on  the  three  fides  to  the  land  ;  and  in  that  to  th^  weft 
rherc  are  covered  ways  to  fally  out ;  this  high  ground,  which  is  the  ftrength  of  the 
welt  fide,  cxpofcs  the  fouth  part  of  the  town  to  the  enemy,  for  it  was  from  this  part 
that  the  Turkifh  general  battered  the  fouth  gate,  which  is  the  only  entrance  from  the 
land  ;  and  it  is  probable,  that  from  the  high  ground  on  the  north  fide  they  planted 
their  batteries  againll  the  north-eall  corner  to  the  fea,  where  there  is  a  llrong  caftle 
alfo  fortified  within.  There  is  a  gate  from  the  city  to  the  port,  wliich  is  well  flieltered 
by  fevcral  rocks,  and  the  entrance  to  it,  which  is  at  the  north-eai1;  corner,  is  defended 
by  a  chain  dra^^n  acrofs  to  the  caille ;  it  was  here  that  the  ftutfed  ikin  of  the  brave 
unfortunate  Bragadine  was  hung  up  at  the  yard  of  a  galley,  after  he  had  been  mofl  in- 
humanly (laved  alive  by  the  treacherous  Turks,  againll  whom  he  had  bravely  defendetl 
the  city.  I  obferved  on  the  ramparts  the  names  of  feveral  of  the  Venetian  governors 
of  Cyprus ;  and  near  the  gate  there  are  two  ftatues  of  lions,  one  of  which  is  very 
large,  they  were  probably  fet  up  on  fome  pillars  in  the  principal  parts  of  the  city,  after 
the  Venetian  manner.  The  antient  piaicza  feems  to  have  been  very  beautiful ;  the 
boufe  of  the  gnvernor,  with  a  portico  before  it,  is  on  one  fide,  and  the  weftern  front 
of  the  church  of  faint  Sophia  on  the  other  ;  it  is  a  mofl  beautiful  Gothic  building,  now 
converted  into  a  mofque,  but  about  three  years  ago  two  thirds  ot  it  was  thrown  down  by 
an  earthquake,  together  with  the  greateil  part  of  the  city.  Before  it  there  is  a  Greek 
infcription  on  a  black  (lone,  which  might  be  part  of  a  pedellal  for  a  ftatue  ;  near  the 
north-well  corner  of  the  church  there  are  two  pillars,  u  hich  probably  had  on  them 
the  Venetian  enfigns ;  near  thefe  there  is  a  coffin  of  white  marble,  adorned  with  lions 
heads,  and  fefloons  held  by  Cupids.  Tt  is  furprifing  to  fee  what  a  great  number  of 
churches  there  are  in  this  city,  St.  George's,  one  of  tlie  mofi:  magnificent,  was  thrown 
down  by  the  earthquake- ;  another  large  one,  which,  if  I  miflake  not,  was  dedicated  to 
fa^n"^  Catherine,  is  now  the  principal  mofque. 

There  is  very  little  trade  at  this  place,  which  is  the  reafon  why  all  provifions  are  cheap 
here,  the  price  of  a  fat  fhcep  being  only  half  a  crown ;  no  Chrifiiian  is  fuffered  to  live 
within  tlie  walls,  unlefs  it  be  in  confinement,  in  which  condition  I  faw  a  Greek  patriarch 
of  Confiantinople,  who  being  depofed,  and  intriguing  in  order  to  fupplanl  his  fucceffc-r, 
was  banifhed  to  this  place  a  few  months  before ;  I  faw  him  afterwards  in  one  of  the 
Princes  Iflands  near  Conflantinople,  returned  from  banifhment.  They  will  not  fuller 
a  Chriflian  to  go  in  or  out  of  the  city,  othcrwife  than  on  foot ;  and  an  European  having 
obtained  a  firman  from  the  grand  fignior  to  enter  the  city  in  his  chaife,  when  he  fent  it 
to  the  governor,  received  this  anfwer  in  a  very  cool  manner  ;  "  That  in  obedience  to 
"  the  firman  he  might  enter  in  his  carriage,  but  that  he  would  not  permit  him  to  go 
"  out  of  the  city  in  it."  The  prefent  buildings  do  not  take  up  above  half  the  fpace 
within  the  walls,  and  a  great  part  even  of  thofe  are  not  inhabited.  They  have  very 
good  water  brought  three  or  four  miles  by  an  aqueduft,  which  is  carried  for  the  moft 
part  in  a  channel  on  the  ground. 

Between  the  two  chains  of  mountains  that  llretch  along  the  ifland,  there  is  a  large 
plain  feven  or  eight  miles  wide,  and  between  thirty  and  forty  long,  beginning  about 
Famagufta  ;  as  it  is  one  of  the  bell  parts  of  Cyprus,  and  moft  fecure  from  the  priva- 
teers, f  :>  it  .s  chiefly  inhabited  by  Turks,  the  Chriltians  living  more  upon  the  mountains, 
and  near  the  fea,  as  they  are  exempted  from  that  llavery  which  falls  to  the  lot  of  the  Turks 
when  they  come  mto  the  hands  of  tbefe  privateers  j  this  plain  feems  to  have  been  the 
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antient  kingdom  of  Salamis,  founded  by  Teucer ;  the  capital  of  it,  which  bore  the  fame 
name,  was  at  the  ea(t  end  of  the  plain  on  the  fea. 

The  Jews  deftroyed  the  old  city  of  Salamis  in  the  time  of  Trajan  ;  it  was  afterwards 
called  Coiiftantia,  probably  from  the  emperor  Conltantius  ;  it  was  again  deftroyed  hy 
the  Saracens  under  Heraclius,  and  probably  it  was  not  afterwards  rebuilt.  We  fet  out 
to  fee  the  old  city  on  the  twe'ft'i,  and  in  half  an  hour  came  to  a  large  bafon, 
which  is  filled  by  rain  water,  and  in  half  an  hour  more  to  a  ftream,  over  which  there  is 
a  bridge  J  this  mud  be  the  antient  Pcdius.  On  the  north  fide  of  it  are  the  remains  of 
Salamis.  I'here  are  Hill  large  heaps  of  ruins  on  the  fpot  of  the  antient  city,  and  great 
remains  of  the  foundations  of  the  walls,  which  feem  to  have  been  between  three  and 
four  miles  in  circumference.  The  port  is  to  the  fouth ;  it  feems  to  have  been  made  by 
art,  and  is  almoft  filled  up  ;  the  fmall  river  Pedius,  empties  itfelf  into  the  fea  at  this 
place.  Antient  geographers  mention  two  iflands  of  Salamis,  which  are  not  now  feen. 
On  examining  the  ground  I  imagined  the  fea  might  have  left  thefe  ifiands,  and  I  faw 
near  the  port  fome  rifing  grounds,  with  channels  round  them,  which  might  formerly  be 
idled  by  the  fea.  There  apjiears  to  have  been  a  more  modern  city  here  than  that 
antient  one  built  by  Teucer,  and  there  are  great  remains  of  the  found;;tions  of  the  walls 
of  the  new  town,  which  was  about  half  as  big  as  the  old  city.  The  inner  walls  are 
I'lippofed  to  be  thofe  of  the  new  town,  and  the  outer  ones  tl;ofe  of  the  old  city.  On 
that  fide  of  the  town  which  is  next  to  the  port,  there  are  ruins  of  a  large  church,  and 
alfo  of  a  linall  one;  and  to  the  north  of  the  town  there  are  fome  very  thick  walls, 
which  are  alfo  probably  the  ruins  of  a  church.  There  is  likewife  a  Iquare  plain  fpot, 
which  might  be  either  a  piazza,  or  a  bafon  for  water.  On  the  north  of  the  new  town, 
ju(f  within  the  gate,  there  are  feveral  grey  granite  pillars  lying  on  the  ground,  and  two 
or  three  Corinthian  capitals  of  grey  marble  cut  in  a  very  beautiful  and  particular 
manner.  Thefe  pillars  feem  to  have  belonged  to  a  temple.  This  place  is  now  called 
Old  I'amagufta,  and  is  about  four  miles  diflant  from  the  modern  town  ;  there  are  re- 
mains of  an  aqueduft  to  this  city  ;  all  the  arches  which  1  faw  of  it  were  Gothic,  and 
there  is  an  infcription  on  it  in  Greek,  which  makes  mention  of  an  archbilhcp,  the 
antient  aqueduct  being  probably  repaired  when  the  new  city  was  built,  after  the 
eftablifhment  of  Chrillianity  in  thefe  parts  I  faw  the  arches  all  along  the  plain,  ex- 
tending towards  the  niountains  to  the  north-wefl ;  on  the  fide  of  which  mountains  the 
water  wps  conveyed  from  a  plentiful  fource  which  I  faw  at  Cherkes,  thought  by  fome 
to  have  had  its  name  from  the  o'd  Cythera,  though  that  place  muft  have  been  farther 
to  the  fduth.  The  Tables  place  Citari  in  the  road  from  Salamis  to  Tremitus,  now. 
called  Nicofia.  Cherkes  is  fix  or  feven  leagues  to  the  weit  north-wcil  in  a  valley 
between  the  hills ;  it  is  beautifully  improved  with  mulberry  gardens  for  the  filk 
worms  ;  the  plentiful  fources  of  water  which  fupplied  this  aquedudi,  arc  a  confiderable 
way  in  between  the  hills.  ■ 

To  the  well  of  Salamis  there  is  a  fmall  ruined  church,  and  near  it  a  very  little  ■ 
chui'ch,  built  and  arched  over  with  very  large  flojus,  half  oFit  is  now  undi.'r  ground  ;  it 
is  dedicated  to  St.  Catherine,  who,  as  they  fay,  was  daughter  of  king  Coita,  the 
founder  of  the  prefcnt  Famagufta,  and  that  the  city  had  its  name  from  him.  In  this 
church  tiiere  is  a  well,  and  on  one  fide  a  chapel  built  of  three  (tones,  the  four  fides  con- 
filling  only  of  two  llone.",  and  it  is  covered  with  a  third,  which  is  angular  at  top.  If  I 
miltake  not,  they  fay,  this  faint  was  buried  in  this  chapel,  and  there  feems  to  have 
been  a  tomb  in  it.  A  m'lc  to  the  well  there  is  a  nioiiaflciy  and  a  large  church  dedi- 
cated to  St.  Barnabas,  which  leenis  to  have  been  a  fine  building  ;  the  church  has  been 
ruined  and  rebuilt ;  the  foundations  of  the  eaft  end  of  the  old  cliurch  remain  in  three 
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femicircles.  About  half  a  furlong  eaft  of  this  ch.urch  there  is  a  defcent  by  feverr.l  fteps 
to  a  fepulchral  grot  cut  in  the  rock,  with  niches  for  bodies  on  three  fides  of  it ;  here, 
they  fay,  the  body  of  St.  Barnabas  was  depofited,  who  was  a  native  of  this  ifland,  and 
fuftered  martydom  at  Salamis  in  the  time  of  Nero.  At  the  entrance  of  the  grot  there 
is  a  well  of  water  that  is  a  little  fait,  and  a  fniall  chapel  is  built  over  the  grotto,  wluch 
does  not  fceni  to  be  of  any  great  antiquity. 

Chap.  III.  —  OfCarpafy,  andfome  other  places  in  the  cajlern  part  of  Cyprus. 

FROM  Salamis  we  went  on  northward,  and  having  travelled  about  five  miles  came 
to  the  rirer  Deraie,  over  which  there  is  a  long  bridge  like  a  caufeway,  and  a  high 
ground  to  the  fouth  of  it,  which  might  be  the  fituation  of  fome  antient  town  ;  in  half 
an  hour  we  came  to  the  river  Chour  ;  we  then  turned  to  the  eaft,  palled  over  fome 
hills  of  Chaulebernau,  and  crofiing  a  river,  we  approached  the  high  hills,  on  which 
there  is  a  caftle  called  the  hundred  and  one  chambers.     Thefe  mountains  take  up 
almoft  all   that  narrow  tract,  which  feems  to  have  been  called  the  Olympian  pro- 
montory,  and    probably   this    higheft    part    of    the    mountains   was   called    mount 
Olympus,  on  which  there  was  a  temple  to  Venus,  probably   Venus  Urania,   or   the 
chafle   Venus ;    for  there  was   a  city   in  this   part   called  Urania,  which  was  dcf- 
troyed  by  Diogenes  Poliorcetes,  and  it  was  not  lawful  for  any  woman  to  enter  this 
temple,  or   fn  much  as  look  on  it ;    all  this   promontory  feems  to  have  been  the 
kingdom  of  Carpafia.     I  obfervcd  in  this  part  a  great  quantity  of  talc  in  the  hills. 
We  arrived  at  a  village  called    Patrick,  where  we  were  well  received  by  the  Greek 
prieft.     On  the  thirteenth  we  proceeded  on  our  journey,  and  began  to  crofs  the  hills 
towards  the  north   fide  of  the  illand,  and  came   to  a  village  called  Galadia,   finely 
fituated  on  a  high  ground.     We  travelled  on  through  a  very  fine  country  abounding 
in  wood,  and  paifed  through  Ai-Androniko,  wliere  there  is  a  fmall  ftream,  the  fources 
of  which  never  tail ;  this  village  on  the  fouth  fide  is  inhabited  by  Turks,  and  on  the 
north  by  Chriftians.     All  thefe  places  are  much  infefted  by  the  Maltefe  corfairs.     We 
lay  in  the  houfe  of  the  prieft  of  Yaloufee   or  Jaloufa  on  the  north  fide  of  the  ifland, 
where  there  is  an  antient  Greek  church  ;  we  faw  the  coaft  of  Cilicia  very  plainly  from 
this  place.     On  the  fourteenth  we  came  to  a  ruined  village,  called  Mafhargona,  where 
they  have  a  tradition  that  fome  king  antiently  refided  ;  foon  after  we  came  to  a  finall 
cape,  on  which  there  are  ruins  of  a  church  dedicated  to  St.  Marina  ;  it  is  built  of  fine 
hewn  ftone,  and  the  place  is  called  Selenia.     Having  travelled  about  four  hours,  we 
went  to  the  left  of  the  antient  convent  of  Jaloufa  ;  there  is  alfo  a  bay  here  of  the  fame 
name,  and  as  there  is  a  place  fo  called  near  Scanderoon,  which  is  the  bay  that  had  the 
antient  name  of  Sinus  Ifllcus  in  Cilicia ;  this,  without  doubt,  muft  be  Sinus  IfTicus  of 
Cyprus,  which  was  in  this  part  of  the  ifland  ;  this  is  probably  the  fliore  of  the  Actieans 
where  Teucer  firft  landed.     We  arrived  at  Carpafs,  and  went  about  two  miles  north- 
wards to  the  plain  and  to  old  Carpafs,  called  by  the  antients  Carpafia,  the  capital  city 
of  the  kingdom  of  that  name,  which  is  now  given  to  all  the  country  ;  the  ifland  here  is 
only  three  miles  and   three  quarters  broad  *.     There  are  fome  ruins  at  old  Carpafs, 
efpecially  the  remains  of  a  wall  near  half  a  mile  in  circumference,  with  a  pier  from  it  into 
the  fea,  at  the  end  of  which  there  are  fome  figns  of  a  tower.     The  whole  feems  to  have 
been  only  a  caftle  for  the  defence  of  the  port ;  to  the  eaft  of  it  there  is  a  very  good 
church  in  the  Greek  ftyle,  which  belonged  to  a  monaftery  near  called  Ainfphilofe ; 
they  call  this  place  alfo  Salamina,  and  I  was  told  that  this  name  was  given  it  by  fome 
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religious  perfons,  who  began  to  Improve  the  place  not  a  great  many  years  ago,  but 
were  obliged  to  leave  it  on  account  of  the  Maltefe  privateers.  About  the  villao-e  of 
Garpafs  there  are  a  great  number  of  fmal!  ruined  churches  or  chapels,  which  might 
formerly  be  built  for  the  ufe  of  wealthy  families,  who  might  retire  to  this  place.  It  was 
on  the  Carpallaii  fliores  that  Diogenes  Poliorcctes  landed  his  army. 

On  the  fifteenth  we  travelled  eailward  to  the  village  of  Afphronify,  where  there  are 
riiins  of  four  churches,  and  it  fcems  to  have  been  fome  antient  town  ;  for  I  faw  on  both 
fides  of  it  ruins  of  a  wall  extending  towards  the  fea.  We  came  to  the  moll  eaflern  point 
of  the  ifland,  called  by  the  antients  the  ox's  tail  *,  probably  from  fome  imaginary  re- 
femblance  ;  it  is  now  called  the  cape  of  St.  Andrew,  from  a  monaftery  which  is  cut  out 
of  the  rock,  and  dedicated  to  that  faint.  Oppofitc  to  the  north-eaft  corner  are  the  ifles 
called  Glides  by  the  antients  f  ;  the  largefl  of  which  is  not  a  mile  in  circumference ; 
atithors  differ  about  the  number  of  them ;  thofe  who  name  but  two,  probably  took 
notice  onlv  of  the  two  largefl ;  there  are  two  more  that  appear  only  as  rocks,  the 
furtlicfl  of  which  is  not  a  mile  from  the  land  ;  there  is  another  w'hich  has  fome  herbage 
on  it,  and  may  be  the  fecond  as  to  its  dimenfions ;  it  is  fo  very  near  to  the  land  that  it 
may  have  been  feparated  from  it  fince  thofe  authors  wrote.  At  the  north-ea(l  corner 
there  is  a  grot  cut  out  of  the  rockj  which  feems  to  have  been  a  fepulchrc  ;  there  are 
fome  figns  of  a  large  enclofure  round  it,  and  higher  are  feveral  forts  of  oblong  fquare 
buildings  of  hewn  ftone,  which  appear  but  very  little  above  the  ground,  and  feem  to 
have  had  covers  oyer  them  ;  I  conjedure  that  they  were  fepulchres  of  very  great  an- 
tiquity  ;  one,  which  is  built  in  a  more  magnificent  manner  than  the  refl,  made  me  con- 
clude that  they  might  be  the  fepulchres  of  the  antient  kings  of  this  part  of  Gyprus  ; 
it  confifls  of  three  enclofures  ;  there  are  but  two  tiers  of  ftone  above  ground  ;  the  outer- 
moll  building  is  one  and  thirty  feet  fquare,  and  the  walls  are  one  foot  nine  inches  thick  ; 
within  it,  at  the  diltance  of  two  feet  fix  inches,  there  is  a  fecond ;  and,  at  the  fame  diflancc 
within  that,  a  third  ;  the  top  of  which  is  cut  with  a  ledge  within  to  receive  a  cover.  It  is 
pofTible  the  two  outer  walls  might  be  built  up  higher,  and  there  might  have  been  entrances 
through  them  to  the  fepulchre ;  the  whole  is  a  very  particular  fort  of  work,  and  of  fuch 
kind  as  I  never  faw  in  any  other  place.  There  are  figns  of  foundations  of  a  building  on 
a  little  mount,  which  is  a  rock  of  marble  of  diftercnt  colours  llretching  into  the  fea,  and  it 
is  a  very  good  fituation  for  a  light  houfe,  though  there  are  fome  remains  on  a  little  point 
very  near  it,  that  have  more  the  appearance  of  fuch  a  building.  All  this  country  to  the 
eaft  of  Garpafs,  for  aboiu  twelve  miles,  is  almoft  uninhabited,  except  that  there  are  a 
few  Turkifh  hcrdfincn  on  the  fouth-fide,  where  there  is  a  fine  narrow  plaii-u  The  defo- 
late  condition  of  this  part  «f  the  ilhuul  is  occafioned  by  the  conflant  depredations  of 
the  Maltefe  privateers,  who  land  more  frequently  here  than  in  any  other  part.  From 
this  eaiicrn  point  1  faw  very  plainly  mount  Gaflius  near  Antioch,  and  the  mountain  of 
RhofTus,  now  called  cape  Hog,  which  is  between  Kepl"^  and  Scanderoon. 

We  travelled  on  fouthward  from  this  point,  and  in  lefs  than  an  hour  arrived  at  the 
uninhabited  convent  of  faint  Andrea,  in  which  there  formerly  lived  two  or  three 
monks.  Wo  went  to  the  louth  fide  of  the  ifland,  crofled  the  hills,  and  ciime  to  a  very 
large  village  which  is  called  Maii'ou,  which  is  about  half  a  mile  broad  ;  at  the  w  ell  end 
of  it  we  began  to  crofs  the  hills  to  the  north,  and  faw  a  cape  to  the  fouth  called  Pcda. 
We  arrived  again  at  Garpafs  on  the  fixtcenth,  and  went  to  the  convent  of  Jaioufa  ;  wo 
paffed  by  Selenia,  where  I  faw  remains  of  pillars  four  feet  in  diarr.jier,  aid  came  lo 
Jaloufa.     On  the  fcventeenth  we  went  about  two  leagues  to  the  fouth-coR  (ji  J..iou'"  , 
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near  a  place  called  Aimama,  and  came  to  a  large  grot  cut  Into  the  mountain,  being  very 
dirticult  of  accefs;  and  there  is  another  grot  of  the  fi^nie  kind  two  leagues  to  the  eaft  of 
it,  near  a  village  called  Galliporno  ;  it  is  a  gallery  with  four  apartments  on  each  fide, 
in  mofl  of  which  there  are  holes  cut  down  like  fepulchres,  which  are  now  filled  up; 
on  the  hills  above  it,  are  feme  fmall  ruins  of  an  antient  place,  which  might  be  Urania, 
taken  by  Diogenes  Pollorcetes,  and  I  faw  near  the  grot  a  great  number  of  fepulchres  cut 
into  the  rock,  many  of  them  being  in  the  manner  of  graves,  which  feem  to  have  had 
Hone  covers  over  them  ;  towards  the  well  end  of  this  promontory  the  mountains  are 
very  high,-  and  the  foot  of  them  ftretches  out  in  fuch  a  manner  towards  the  north-fea, 
that  there  is  no  pallage  on  the  north  fide  of  them  ;  and,  I  fuppofe  that  thefe  hills  were 
the  bounds  of  the  kingdom  of  Carpafia  on  the  north-weft  fide;  ihofe  to  the  fouth-weft 
being  probably  the  low  mountains,  by  which  there  is  a  narrow  pais  to  the  fea.  Aphro- 
difium  was  fituated  near  the  weft  part  of  the  promontory,  and  probably  on  the  fhore  to 
the  north  ;  it  was  about  nine  miles  from  the  territory  of  Salamls.  From  this  grotto  we 
returned  again  to  Jaloufa.  On  the  eighteenth  we  travelled  to  the  north-welt  and  came 
to  Androniga,  where  part  of  the  village  are  Turks,  who  are  fometimcs  under  fuch  ap- 
prehenfions  of  the  Corfairs,  that  for  fecurity  they  go  and  he  on  the  mountains,  and  they 
told  me,  that  fome  of  them  have  even  periflied  with  cold  In  thofe  retreats  ;  we  afterwards 
cante  to  a  village  of  Turks,  where  one  of  them  holds  his  lands  on  the  condition  of 
entertaining  ftrangcrs,  and  Itis  people  came  and  drew  water  for  our  mules  ;  tills  was  In 
the  road  from  the  nortliern  part  to  Famagufta.  Froin  this  place  we  went  out  of  the 
road  northward.>,  near  an  hour  to  the  mountains  called  Efhbcreve ;  on  the  higheft 
fummit  of  which  is  the  ftrong  caftle  of  the  hundred  chambers  before  mentioned, 
which  is  almoft  entire.     We  lay  at  a  Chrlftian  village  on  the  north  fide  of  this  hill. 

Chap.  IV.  —  Of  Nicofia,  Gerines,  Laptn,  and  Soli. 

ON  the  nineteenth  we  travelled  weftward  on  the  north  fide  of  the  ifland,  and  came 
to  a  very  pleafant  village  called  Agathon,  fituated  at  the  beginning  of  the  plain  on  the 
fea  ;  there  are  a  great  number  of  cyprefs  and  orange  trees  about  it,  and  it  Is  probable 
that  Macaria  was  fituated  near  this  place.  The  plain  Is  a  very  narrow  ftrip  of  land,  not 
above  a  mile  broad,  but  extends  weftward  for  about  thirty  miles,  almoft  to  the  bay 
where  thefe  mountains  end  ;  I  take  this  to  have  been  the  kingdom  of  Lapithia,  and 
fliall  have  occafion  to  make  fome  obfervatlons  on  the  fuppofed  capital  of  it.  On  the 
twentieth  we  purfued  our  journey,  and  afcending  the  hills  to  the  fouth,  vifited  two  fmall 
convents,  and  afterwards  the  monaftery  of  Antiphonese  ;  It  Is  famous  for  the  Lignum 
Cyprinum,  of  which  there  are  feven  trees,  there  being  no  others  of  that  kind  In  the 
ifl;nd  ;  it  is  the  oriental  plane  tree,  and  is  engraved  among  the  plants  which  1  brought 
from  the  eaft.  We  crofted  over  the  hill  to  the  fouth,  and  came  into  the  great  plain 
between  Famagufta  and  Nicofia,  and  lay  at  a  Chrlftian  village  called  Maraflioulou.  On 
the  twcniy-firft  we  travelled  north-weft  to  a  village  called  Chytereaby  the  Franks,  of 
which  I  have  already  given  an  account,  and  of  the  river  there,  which  fupplied  the 
aqueduct  at  Salamis. 

From  this  place  we  travelled  to  the  fouth-weft  to  Nicofia.  I  went  to  the  houfe  of  the 
conful's  broker,  and  was  alfo  recommended  to  the  dragoman  of  the  mofolem  ;  both  of 
them  adifted  me  in  feeing  that  city,  which  is  towards  the  weft  end  of  the  j^laln,  and  is 
fuppofed  to  be  the  old  Tremltus ;  it  is  the  capital  of  Cyprus,  where  the  mofolem  or 
governor  rcfides ;  it  Is  f(  rtified  with  very  large  ramparts,  but  has  no  foffe,  and  con- 
fcr^uently  is  a  very  indifttrent  fortilicatlon  j  the  ramparts  are  faced  with  the  hewn  ftone 

of 


is    TTlr    EAST.  583 

of  the  old  walls ;  the  circumference  of  them  is  about  two  miles.  The  walls  of  the 
autient  city,  uliich  were  built  with  I'emicircular  towers,  may  be  tr;iced  all  round,  and 
they  ieem  not  to  have  been  mucli  lefs  than  four  miles  in  compals.  There  arc  rtill 
remainint^  in  the  city  feveral  very  magnificent  houfes,  which  are  of  the  times  of  the 
kings  of  Cyprus;  fom.e  of  them  have  been  repaired  by  the  Venetians,  according  to  the 
rules  of  modern  arcliitedure  ;  and  there  .is  a  moit  beautiful  Corintliian  door-cafe  of  a 
houfe  which,  they  fay,  belonged  to  the  Venetian  general.  The  cathedral  church,  now 
a  mofque,  is  a  large  building,  ;md  exceeds  thpt  of  Famagufla  in  the  front  as  nuich  as 
it  falls  iliortof  it  in  other  refpeds ;  there  was  alfo  a  church  here  dedicated  to  the  holy 
crofs,  and  another  of  the  Auguflinians,  which  are  now  mofques.  Tlie  Greeks  have 
feveral  new  built  churches  in  the  city,  and  the  Latin  fathers  of  the  convent  of  the  holy 
fepulchre  at  Jerufalem  have  a  fmall  convent.  Though  there  are  very  few  Armenians, 
yet  they  have  poilelfion  of  an  antient  church  here.  There  is  a  great  manufadure  ot 
cotton  ftutfs,  particularly  of  very  fine  dimities,  and  alfo  half  fatins  of  a  coarfe  fort ; 
they  have  here  the  belt  water  in  Cyprus,  brought  by  an  aquedutl  from  the  mountains. 

Two  leagues  to  the  north-eaft  of  Nicofia,  on  the  fide  of  the  mountain,  is  the  rich 
convent  of  Saint  Chryfoitom,  to  which  we  went  on  the  twenty-third  ;  it  belongs  to  the 
Greek  convent  of  the  holy  fepulchre  at  Jerufalem  ;  over  ir,  tov.ards  the  top  of  the 
momtiin,  there  is  a  place  called  the  Hundred  and  one  chambers,  which  confifts  of 
feveral  buildings,  one  over  another  ;  the  higheft  is  very  difficult  of  accels  ;  they  have 
a  tradition,  that  a  queen  ot  Cyprus,  who  had  the  leprofy,  chofe  to  live  here  for  the 
benefit  of  the  air,  and  that  Saint  John  Chryfollom  advifing  her  to  build  the  convent 
below,  fhe  followed  his  counfel,  and  was  cured  of  her  leprofy ;  others  add,  that  ihe 
bathed  in  a  water  there,  which  is  ftill  reforted  to  by  perfons  in  that  didemper,  who  find 
benefit  by  it.  This  monaltery  has  been  a  very  large  building,  though  great  part  of  it  is 
ruined;  there  are  two  churches,  one  of  which,  called  Saint  Helena,  is  ruinous  ;  the 
other  is  covered  with  a  dome,  and  painted  all  over  within  ;  it  is  dedicated  to  Saint  John 
Chryfoftom  ;  before  it  is  a  handfome  portico,  from  which  there  are  three  doors  with 
fine  marble  door-cafes,  that  do  not  feem  to  be  very  antient ;  two  fccpters  were  formerly 
depofited  behind  the  folding  doors,  the  figures  of  which  are  painted  on  the  wall,  and  at 
the  bottom  there  is  a  place  where  the  crovin  was  kept.  All  the  account  they' can  give 
is,  that  they  belonged  to  fomc  queen,  and  that  they  were  taken  away  by  a  palha  of 
Cyprus.  It  is  probable  that  th  e  regalia  of  Cyprus  were  kept  here.  This  convent  is 
near  the  road  which  leads  to  Gerines. 

We  croffed  the  hills  again  to  the  north,  and  lay  at  a  village  called  Chllta.  On  the 
twenty-fourth  we  went  to  a  moft  magnificent  uninhabited  convent,  which  is  almoft 
entire,  called  Telabaisc^ ;  it  confifts  of  a  very  beautiful  cloilter ;  on  one  fide  of  it  there 
is  a  magnificent  refeftory,  on  the  other  a  fine  room  up  one  flight  of  ftairs,  which  might 
be  a  library,  and  under  it  there  are  two  very  handfome  apartmt  nts,  one  of  which  might 
be  a  common  refedory,  and  the  other  probably  ferved  to  receive  ftrangerr. ;  on- a  third 
fide  is  a  church  of  a  more  andent  and  heavy  building ;  all  the  reft  is  of  a  ver}'  fine 
Gothic  architedure,  and  in  the  cloifter  they  have  made  a  ciftcrn  of  a  beautiful 
coffin  of  white  marble,  adorned  with  bulls  heads,  Cupids,  and  feftoons  of  cxquifite 
workmanfhip. 

We  went  about  three  miles  to  a  ruined  i>ort  called  Gerines,  which  is  the  anueni 
Cerynia  ;  the  ruined  walls  are  about  half  a  mile-  in  circumference,  and  feem  to  be  on 
the  foundation  of  the  antient  walls ;  for  I  obferved  on  the  weft  fide,  a  large  foffe  cut 
out  of  the  rock,  and  the  old  town  might  extend  further  eaft  beyond  the  prefent  fquare 
fort,  which  is  about  a  quarter  of  a  n\il«  in  circumference.     Tiiough  tills  place  is 
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eftcemcd  to  be  very  flronp;,  yet  the  Venetian  governor,  when  the  Turks  were  marching 
towards  it,  (after  they  had  taken  Nicofia),  fhamefully  furrcndercd  the  fort  before  the 
enemy  laid  iiege  to  it.  To  the  wefi:  of  the  town  there  are  a  great  number  of  fepulchral 
grots,  and  I  faw  fome  pillars  (landing,  and  remains  of  the  foundations  of  an  antient 
building.  There  is  one  church  in  the  town,  which  is  entire,  and  two  or  three  in 
ruins ;  the  prieft  refides  in  a  convent  of  Solea,  there  being  not  above  five  or  fix  Chrif- 
tian  fixniilies  in  the  place ;  the  chief  trade  here  is  with  Sclefki  in  Caramania,  which  is 
the  antient  Seleucia  in  Cilicia  j  the  commerce  is  carried  on  by  two  fmall  French  velTels, 
which  export  rice  and  coffee  to  that  part,  which  is  brought  to  Cyprus  from  Egypt ;  and 
they  bring  back  florax,  and  a  great  number  of  paiTengers  :  they  alfo  fometimcs  go  over 
to  Satalia,  the  antient  Attalia  in  Pamphylia ;  but  Selefki  is  the  nearefl:  place  to  this  part 
of  the  ifland,  beir«g  only  thirty  leagues  off. 

We  fi^t  forward  towards  the  weft,  and  travelled  about  two  leagues  to  the  ruins  of  the 
antient  Lapithos  *,  which  I  fuppofe  to  be  the  capital  of  another  kingdom.  Here  I  faw 
feveral  walls  that  were  cut  out  of  the  rock,  and  one  entire  room  over  the  fea ;  there  are 
alfo  remains  of  fome  towers  and  walls,  but  the  old  name  is  tranflatcd  to  a  village  near 
called  Lapta,  where  there  are  fome  fources  of  very  fine  \\  ater,  which  feem  to  be  thofe 
of  the  andent  river  Lapithos  f.     I  lay  here  at  the  rich  convent  called  Acropede. 

On  the  twenty-fifth  we  went  on  to  a  bay,  and  faw  a  cape  beyond  it  called  in  Blaeu's 
map  Cormachiti,  which  feems  to  be  the  old  cape  Cromnuion.  We  croiled  the  hills  to 
the  fouth,  and  came  into  the  weftern  part  of  the  plain  in  which  Nicofia  flands  j  for  this 
plain  is  bounded  to  the  well:  by  fome  low  hills,  which  ftretch  from  the  end  of  the 
northern  mountains  to  the  fouthern  ones  j  on  the  north  fide  is  the  bay  where  I  fuppofe 
the  antient  city  of  Soli  flood. 

When  wc  had  eroded  the  hills,  having  travelled  about  fix  hours,  we  came  to  Mor- 
pho  ;  they  told  me  this  place  was  eight  leagues  from  Nicofia  ;  probably  the  city  Limenia 
might  be  fituated  here.  We  went  to  the-  magnificent  convent  of  Saint  Mamma  at  this 
pkice,  which  appears  to  have  been  built  on  a  very  grand  defign  ;  it  confifts  of  two 
courts,  the  buildings  ot  which  are  unfiniihed ;  they  are  feparated  by  a  very  magnificent 
church,  built  of  hewn  (tone,  and  dedicated  to  Saint  Mamma,  whofe  fepulchre  they 
fhew  in  it.  She  is  had  in  great  veneration  in  Cyprus,  Mid  they  have  fome  legend  con- 
cerning her  riding  on  a  lion,  in  v.hich  manner  they  always  paint  her.  Though  the 
building  is  not  of  modern  architeSure,  yet  it  does  not  appear  to  be  very  antient ;  I  con- 
clude, that  it  might  be  built  a  little  before  the  Venetians  had  poifeihon  of  the  ifland ; 
being  founded  by  fome  noble  family  of  Cyprus ;  they  have  a  water  here,  which  they 
fay  is  miraculous. 

On  the  twcaty-fixth  we  went  four  hours  to  the  north-weft  to  a  large  bay,  where, 
I  fuppofe,  the  kingdom  of  iEgea  begins,  in  which  the  famous  Solon  took  refuge  v.  lien 
he  wiis  baniflied  out  of  Greece.  It  is  laid,  that  he  advifed  the  king  of  this  country  to 
leave  the  city  of  -ZL'lgea,  which  was  fituated  between  the  mountains,  and  to  inhabit  a 
plainer  country.  I  was  told  that  there  is  a  place  now  called  Ege,  fituated  on  the  hills. 
At  the  north- weft  corner  of  the  before-mentioned  bay,  where  the  fouthern  hills  come 
to  the  fea,  there  are  ruins  of  a  very  confiderable  citv,  which  I  fuppofe  to  be  Soli ;  on 
the  weft  and  fouth  fides  it  was  bounded  by  thofe  hills  ;  and  to  the  north  and  eaft  by  the 
fea,  a  wall  being  drawn  from  the  hills  to  the  fea,  fome  remauis  of  which  are  ftill  feen, 
as  well  as  of  a  bafon,  for  the  iliipping  to  lie  in.  The  moft  remarkable  ruins  of  this 
place  are  a  little  way  up  the  fide  of  the  hills  to  the  weft,  where  I  faw  the  ruins  of  a 
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femiclrcular  wall,  but  could  not  judge  whether  it  was  the  remains  of  a  church,  or  of 
an  antient  temple  or  theatre ;  lower  on  the  plain  arc^  three  piers  remaining,  which  arc 
ten  feet  wide,  eight  thick,  and  fifteen  feet  apart ;  1  could  difcorn  that  arches  had  been 
turned  on  them  ;  they  were  adorned  on  the  outfide  with  Corinthian  pilafters,  the  capi- 
tals of  which  were  very  well  executed  ;  it  feems  to  have  been  a  portico  to  fome  very 
grand  building.  The  front  is  to  the  north,  and  on  every  pier  within  there  is  a  niche 
about  eight  feet  high  and  four  feet  broad  ;  thefe  niches,  doubtlefs,  were  defigned  for 
ftatues ;  probably  this  was  the  temple  of  Venus  and  Ifis  ihat  was  in  the  city*,  which 
bad  its  name  from  that  wile  lawgiver  Solon  ;  the  place  is  now  called  Aligora,  thai  is, 
the  fea  mart.  There  is  a  river  falls  into  the  fea  at  this  place,  and  as  the  cliannel  of  it  is 
not  kept  open,  it  makes  a  morafs.  This,  doubtlefs,  is  the  river  mentioned  by  the 
antients  at  tiiis  place.  Some  modern  writers  have  placed  Soli  at  Lcfca,  a  village  :ibout 
a  league  north  of  this  place.  The  antient  cape  Calinufa  feems  to  be  that  point  which  is 
to  the  weft  of  this  bav. 

Returning  fouthwards  to  the  road,  we  purfued  our  journey  to  the  well,  and  in  about 
an  hour  and  a  half  came  to  Lefca  ;  it  is  a  long  village  built  up  the  fide  of  thofe  hills, 
which  we  eroded  into  the  delightful  country  of  Solea,  which  is  a  vale  about  a  mik 
wide,  and  winds  between  the  hills  for  feven  or  eight  miles;  it  is  much  improved  with 
gardens  and  buildings,  and  is  very  well  watered  with  fprings  and  rivulets.  We  went 
to  a  convent  where  the  bifliop  of  Gerincs  commonly  refides  ;  it  is  fituated  on  the  fide 
ot  the  hills,  where  there  are  very  rich  iron  mines,  which  are  not  now  worked. 

On  the  twenty-feventh  we  went  along  the  vale,  and  crolling  the  hills  came  to  the 
fmall  convent  of  St.  Nicholas,  fituated  between  the  hills,  where  there  is  fuch  an  agree- 
able variety  of  fields,  wood,  water,  and  cafcades,  that  it  is  one  of  the  molt  delightful 
fohtudes  I  ever  faw;  two  ftreams  come  ruihing  down  the  hills,  and  are  carried  all 
through  the  country  of  Solea  in  many  rivulets.  The  Aibeltus  of  Cyprus  is  found  in 
the  hills  about  two  leagues  to  the  fouth-eall  of  that  place. 

We  travelled  in  a  very  difficult  road  along  the  fides  of  the  hills  to  the  convent  of 
St.  John.  I  obfer\'ed  a  great  number  of  pine  trees,  which  they  dcdroy  by  cutting  them 
at  the  bottom,  in  order  to  extract  tar.  On  the  twenty-eighth  we  travelled  over  feveral- 
hills,  and  afcended  the  higtjeft  of  them,  where  it  is  very  cold,  to  the  convent  called 
Panaia  Cheque,  or  the  Madonna  of  Cheque,  where  they  have  a  nu'raculous  picture  of 
the  blelled  Virgin  and  our  Saviour,  painted,  as  they  fay,  by  St.  Luke,  and  brought 
from  Conitantinople  by  a  king  of  Cyprus,  whom  they  call  Ifage.  This  place  is  as 
n^uch  rcfdrted  to  by  the  Greeks,  ;is  Loretto  is  by  the  Latins,  and  the*  come  to  it  even 
from  Mufcovy.  'I'he  convent  belongs  to  the  archbiOiop  of  Nicofia,  and  has  about 
i'eventy  monks  in  it.  I  was  received  here  with  great  civility  by  the  fuperior,  who  met 
us  without  the  gate,  conducted  me  to  the  church,  and  then  to  their  apartments,  where 
1  was  ferved  with  marmalade,  a  dram,  and  coffee,  anil  about  an  Iiour  after  with  a  light 
collation,  and  in  the  evening  with  a  grand  entertainment  at  fupper. 

Chap.V.  —  Of  Arfimc^  Papbos,  and  Curium. 

ON  the  twenty-ninth  we  travelled  over  the  moimtains,  and  paffed  by  fome  old  iron 
works  ;  they  (hewed  us  a  village  called  Sarama  to  the  ealt,  where  they  faid  a  part  of  the 
mountain  had  been  thrown  down  by  an  earthquake:  we  arrived  the  fame  evening  at 
the  convent  of  Aiamone.     I  had  a  view  of  the  bay  of  St.  Nicholas  to  the  north-weft,  in 
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which  Arfinoc  feems  to  have  been  fituated,  where  there  was  a  grove  facrcd  to  Jupiter  •". 
They  talk  much  of  the  fountain  of  lovers,  but  they  informed  me  that  there  are  no  ruins 
about  it.  They  mention  alfo  the  port  of  Agama  in  this  part,  and  ibme  ruins  near  it, 
which  probably  are  the  remains  of  the  anticnt  Ai-finoe,  and  the  prefent  name  of  it  may 
be  derived  from  cape  Acamasf,  which  was  the  mofl:  wcftern  point  of  the  ifland.  Op- 
pofite  to  the  bay  is  a  fmall  ifland  called  St.  Nicholas,  from  which  the  bay  has  its  name. 
I  was  told  by  the  monks,  if  I  do  not  miftake,  that  the  old  name  of  this  ifland  (probably 
that  of  the  middle  ages)  was  Stiria.  Towards  the  fea,  to  the  north,  there  is  a  village 
called  Bole,  where  I  was  informed  there  were  iron  mines  and  hot  mineral  waters. 

On  the  thirtieth  we  paffed  the  hills  which  are  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  ifland,  and  went 
to  the  fouth-well  into  a  plain,  which  is  about  fifteen  miles  long  and  three  wide  ;  the  city 
of  new  Paphos,  and  the  port  of  old  Paphos  were  on  this  plain.     This  country  probably 
made  another  kingdom,  of  which  Paphos  might  be  the  capital.     We  arrived  at  BafFa, 
which  is  fituated  near  the  place  where  new  Paphos  ftcod  ;  it  is  on  a  rocky  eminence  in 
a  narrow  plain  on  the  fea,  which  is  feparated  from  the  great  plain  by  fome  low  rocky 
cllfts,  which  might  antiently  be  waflied  by  the  fea  before  new  Paphos  was  built.   Thele 
clifts  are  now  full  of  fepulchral  grots,  which,  doubtlefs,  were  made  for  the  ufe  of  the 
citv.     To  the  weft  of  the  town  there  is  a  point  of  land,  and  the  old  port  was  to  the 
foiith-eaft  of  it,  in  an  angle  made  by  a  fmall  promontory,  and  was  flickered  by  piers 
built  out  into  the  fea,  fome  remains  of  which  are  ftill  to  be  feen.     The  city  feems  to 
have  been  to  the  eaft  and  north  of  the  port ;  and  I  obferved  a  very  large  fofl'e  cut  out 
of  the  rock  to  the  north   of  the  old  town,  where  probably  they  dug  their  ftones  for 
building.     There  are  feveral  lofty  rooms  hewn  out  of  the  rock,  and  many  fmall  apart- 
ments ;  one  of  them  feems  to  have  ferved  for  a  large  ciftern,  there  being  a  hole  in  the 
top  to  draw  up  the  water,  and  ftairs  down  to  it  cut  out  of  the  rock  ;  it  is  probable  this 
was  filled  in  winter   by  an  aquedu£l   from  ihe  mountains,  of  which   there  are  fome 
remains  near  the  town ;  by  this  means  the  city  might   be  fupplied  with  good  water  in 
the  fummcr  time,  of  which  there  is  a  great  fcarcity  in  the  ifland.     To  the  north   of  the 
port  there  are  fome  figns  of  an  antient  temple  on  a  ground  raifed  by  art ;  from  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  grey  granite  pillars  lie,  and  by  the  difpofition  of  the  ground,  I  judged 
there  was  a  colonnade  round  it,  and  a  portico  to  the  weft  with  a  double  colonnade  ;   the 
pillars  are  about  two  feet  in  diameter.     Half  a  furlong  to  the  eaft  of  this  there  are  foun- 
dations of  a  fmaller  building  of  hewn  ftone  near  the  corner  of  the  port,  v^^hich  might  be 
either  a  temple  or  fome  other  public  building.     Farther  to  the  eaft  are  the  remains  of  a 
large  church,  which  probably  was  the  cathedral,  and  feems  to  have  been  built  on  the 
foundations  of  a  great  temple,  for  there  are  fome  very  large  pillars  of  grey  granite  now 
ftanding  near  it;  they  are  about  three  feet  in  diameter,  and  finely  poliftied  :  it  is  need- 
lefs  to  mention,  that  both  thefe  temples  were  without  doubt  dedicated  to  Venus,  for 
whofe  worfh'p  this  city  was  famous.     This  place  probably  began  to  be  confiderable 
when  Ptolemy  the  fon  of  Lagus  demoliflied  Citium,  and  removed  the  inhabitants  to  this 
city  ;  it  was  alinoft  entirely  deftroyed  by  an  earthquake,  but  was  rebuilt  by  Auguftus, 
and  called  Auguila,  in  honour  of  him.     Near  the  ciftern  before-mentioned  there  is  a 
church  under  ground  cut  out  of  the  rock,  dedicated  to  the  feven  fleepers  ;  and   in  the 
town  there  :ue  ruins  of  feveral  churches,  and  houfes,  moft  of  which  are  uninhabited. 
This  city  is  famous  in  facred  liiftory  for  being  honoured  with  the  prefence  of  Saint  Paul, 
and  on  account  of  his  having  here  converted  Sergius,  the  governor  of  the  ifland,  to 
Chriftianity  +.     About  a  mile  to  the  north  there  is  a  rocky  ground  near  the  fea  fliore, 
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cut  out  into  fepulchral  grots ;  mnny  of  tliein  fccm  to  have  been  defigned  for  roomst 
and  fomc  of  them  are  very  large ;  1  faw  five  or  fix,  which  probably  were  inhabited  by 
families  of  a  fuperior  rank,  having  a  court  in  the  middle,  and  a  colonnade  of  two  Doric 
pillars  in  front,  and  three  on  each  fide,  with  an  entablature  over  them,  all  cut  in  the 
rock,  and  feme  of  the  p'llars  are  fluted  ;  one  fide  of  thefe  courts  is  open  in  front ;  in 
each  of  the  other  three  fides  there  is  a  room  cut  out  of  the  rock,  and  the  door-cafes  are 
executed  in  a  beautiful  manner. 

Half  a  mile  to  the  cafl;  of  this  place  is  the  new  town  of  Baffa,  where  the  governor 
refides,    new  Paphos  being  now  called   old  Baffa,    and   is  inhabited  only  by  a  few 
Chriftians,  and  by  a  fmall  garrifon  in  a  caftle  at  the  port.     There  was  antiently  at  nevf 
Paphos  a  celebrated  meeting  once  a  year  for  the  worfliip  of  Venus,  from  which  place  they 
went  fixty   fladia  in  proceffion  to  the  temple  of  Venus,  at  the  port  of  old   Paphos, 
where,    according  to   tJie  fables  of  the  antients,   that  goddcfs,  who  is  faid   to  have 
been   born  of  the  froth  of  the  fea,  came  afhore  on  a  fliell.     The  ruins  of  the  city, 
called  by  the  antients  new  Paphos,  are  now  known  by  the  name  of  old  Baffa,  where 
there  is  a  fmall  village  of  the  fame  name  about  a  mile  to  the  fouth  of  Baffa.     There 
is  an  aga  and  fome  janizaries  who  live  at  the  fort  in  this  place.     I  was  recommended  to 
a  brother  of  the  bifhop  of  Baffa,  who  at  that  time  was  imprifoned  by  the  Turks  at 
Famagufta,  by  the  infligation   of  the  archbifliop   of  Nicofia,  with  whom  he  had  fome 
difference ;  and  I  afterwards  faw  him  at  Rofetto,  when  he  fled  from   this  place  into 
Egypt.     When  I  was  in  my  lodgings  fome  janizaries  came  to  me,  and  afterwards  the 
poor  aga  of  the  fort,  who  were  very  inquifitive  about  me,  on  which  I  took  occafion  to 
talk  of  my  defign  to  w-ait  on  the  great  aga  at  Baffa,  with  a  letter  I  had  to  him.     On 
the  firfl  of  December  I  wiiited  on  the  aga  with  my  letter,  and  a  fmall  prefcnt  of  fugar, 
which  I  found  was  neceffary,  and  could  be  of  no  ill  confequence,  as  is  was  the  only 
prefent  I  fliould  have  occafion  to  make  on  the  ifland.     He  entertained  me  with  coffee, 
and  fent  his  falconer  along  with  me,  who  attended  me  with  his  hawk  wherever  I  had 
an  inclination  to  go. 

When  I  had  feen  every  thing  there,  we  proceeded  on  our  journey ;  going  at  fome 
diftance  from  the  fea  along  the  plain,  in  an  hour  we  came  to  a  running  water,  and 
faw  fome  ruins  of  the  aqucduft  to  the  right,  which  here   croffes  the  river  on  an  arch  : 
in  half  an  hour  more  we  came  to  Borgo  Alhedieh,  where  there  are  remains  of  a  high 
Gothic  aqueduft.     Oppofite  to  this   place  is  the  firfl:  fmall   cape  to   the  fouth-eaft  of 
Baffa,  which  might  be  the  old  promontory  Zephyrium  *.     In  half  an  hour  we  paffed 
by  Idemc,    and  about  the  fame  diltance  we  were  oppofite  to  another   cape,  which 
might  be  that  of  Arfinoe  ;  the  port    of  Arfinoe  niight   be  on  one  fide  of  it,  and  the 
port  of  old  Paphos  on  the  other,  which  was  a  mile  and  a  quarter  from  that  city  ;  for 
though  I  went  in  fcarch  of  it,  at  the  cape  oppofite  to  Couckh,  where  old  Paphos  flood, 
and  obfcrved  the  ruins  of  feveral  aqucduds  that  way,  yet  I  could   fee  no  ligns  of  the 
port.     We  afcended  to  the  village  of  Coucleh,  \\  hich  is   fituated   on  a  narrow  hill 
extending  to  the  fouth  into  the  plain.     Old  Paphos  was  doubtlefs  here,  and  there  are 
great  heaps  of  ruins  about  the  place,  and  remains  of  the  foundations  of  thick  walls  ; 
the  ruins  extend  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  breadth,  and  half  a  mile  in  length.     Some 
fay  that  this  city  was  built  by  Paphus,  fon  of  Pigmalion,  others  that  it  was  founded  by 
Cvnarus,  king  of  Crete,  and  fatlier  of  Adonis. 

Thefe  hills  extend  quite  acrofs  the  ifland,  and  are  much   lower  in  this  part  than 
they  are  towards  the  north  j  they  end  here  in  high  white  clifts  j  and  where  tliey  make 
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a  great  head  of  land  to  the  fouth,  they  are  known  to  mariners  by  the  name  of  cape 
Bianco,  part  of  -which  might  be  the  promontory  called  Drepanum  by  the  antients  *. 
We  travelled  over  thefe  hills  to  the  eaft,  and  in  about  tv/o  hours  from  Coucleh  came 
to  a  Turklfli  village  called  Alefcora,  where  we  got  a  place  to  lodge  in  with  great 
difficulty. 

On  the  fecond  we  went  near  a  large  Turkifh  village  called  Afdim,  which  is  the  fame 
as  Audimo  or  Aitimo.  We  went  on  to  the  other  fide  of  cape  Bianco,  and  came  to 
two  delightful  villages  which  are  contiguous  •,  they  are  called  Epifcopi  and  Coloflc. 
Thefe  villages  are  finely  watered,  and  moft  beautifully  improved  with  mulberry  trees 
for  the  filk  worms,  and  alio  with  a  great  number  of  orange  and  lemon  gardens.  At 
the  fouth  end  of  Coloffe  there  is  an  antient  preceptory  of  the  knights  of  St.  John  of 
Jerufalem,  which  is  now  in  ruins  ;  there  are  likewife  the  remains  of  a  very  high 
aqueduct  that  conveyed  water  to  it,  and  I  faw  an  epitaph  of  one  of  the  priors  of  this 
place,  who  died  in  one  thoufand  four  hundred  and  fifty-three.  It  is  the  opinion  of  fome 
that  the  antient  city  of  Curium  was  here,  but  I  could  not  fee  the  leait  fign  of  any  ruins; 
but  on  the  hill  to  the  weft  I  obferved  the  foundations  of  a  thick  wall,  which  feemed 
to  have  encompaifed  fome  antient  town,  whicli  probably  was  the  city  ol  Curium  ;  and 
it  is  not  unlikely  that  the  grove,  facred  to  Apollo  near  Curium,  v.-as  where  the  village 
of  Epifcopi  now  (lands,  w-hich  is  a  place  abounding  in  water.  They  think  alfo .  that 
tlie  low  promontory  called  cape  Gatto  was  the  promontorv  Curias,  from  which  they 
threw  any  one  into  the  fea,  who  prefumed  to  touch  the  altar  of  Apollo  ;  but  as  this  is 
very  low  land,  it  is  probable  that  it  was  from  fome  point  to  the  weft  of  Curium,  where 
there  are  high  clifts,  and  might  poflibly  be  a  part  of  what  is  now  called  cape  Bianco, 
To  the  eaft  of  Epifcopi  there  is  a  fmall  river,  which  I  fliould  have  thought  to  have 
been  the  Lycus  of  the  antients,  if  that  river  had  not  been  mentioned  f,  as  between 
the  town  and  the  promontory.  Cape  Phrurium  is  mentioned  |  near  Curium,  which 
might  be  the  fouth-eaft  part  of  this  great  head  of  land,  as  Drepannum  was  probably 
that  to  the  north-weft.  The  head  of  land  called  cape  Gatto  is  to  the  fouth  of  Epifcopi; 
it  is  a  low  land,  the  north  and  weft  part  of  it  is  a  morafs,  and  there  is  a  large  fait 
lake  on  the  eaft  fide,  which  is  filled  by  the  w-inter  niins,  and  is  almoft  dry  in  fummer :. 
the  fouth  part  of  this  promontory  is  a  barren  rocky  foil,  and  ihei-e  is  a  ruinous  unin- 
habited convent  on  it,  called  St.  Nicholas.  They  have  a  ridiculous  ftory,  that  the 
monks  of  this  convent  kept  cats  in  order  to  hunt  and  kill  the  ferpents,  of  which  there 
are  great  numbers  here ;  this  they  fay  gave  rife  to  the  name  of  the  cape  ;  and  they 
add  Withal,  that  on  ringing  a  bell  the. cats  ufed  to  leave  oft"  their  diverfion,  and  return 
home. 

■  To  the  eaft  of  this  cape  there  is  a  bay,  -and  at  the  weft  corner  of  it  Limefol  is  fituated,. 
where  I  firft  landed  in  the  ifland.  As  I  did  not  meet  with  any  fliip  there  bound  ta 
Egypt,  I  returned  to  Larnica,  where  I  found  a  French  Ihip  fiiiling  for  Damiata,  on 
which  I  embarked  on  the  eighth  of  December  We  were  obliged  by  contrary  winds  to 
put  in  at  Limefol,  where  we  were  detained  fi-x  days,  and  I  landed  a  fecond  time  in 
Egypt  at  Damiata,  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  December  one  thoufand  feven  himdred  and 
thirty-eight. 

Chap.  VI.  —  Of  the  natural  hijiory,  natives,  ciijtom,  trade,  and  government  (f  Cyprus. 

THE  climate  of  Cyprus  is  not  fo  temperate  as  that  of  many  other  parts  in  the  fame 
latitude;  the  winds,  which  blow  from  the  high  mountains  of  Cilicia  in  the  winter, 
diikc  the  illand  very  cold,  efpecially  the  northern  parts ;  and  fome  of  the  high  hills  of 
»  Ptcl.  V.  14,  t  Ptol.  T.  14.  X  Ptol.  ibid. 
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the  ifland  bcin^!^  covered  with  fnow  all  the  winter,  make  fires  very  necefTary  during  the 
cold  feafon,  though  they  are  feldom  ufed  in  any  other  parts  of  the  Levant ;  tlio  clouds 
alfo  breaking  on  thefe  hills,  often  fall  down  in  heavy  rains  for  many  days  together, 
infomuch  that  I  was  informed  it  had  fometimes  rained  there  for  forty  days  almoft 
inceilantly.  Thefe  mountains  and  the  fhaliow  foil,  which  is  moftly  on  a  white  free- 
ftonc,  make  it  exceflively  hot  in  fummer,  and  the  ifland  is  very  unhealtlij,  efpecially 
to  ftrangers,  who  often  get  fevers  here,  which  cither  carry  them  oif,  or  at  Icaft 
continue  for  a  confiderable  time,  the  diforder  lurking  in  the  blood,  and  occafioning 
frequent  rclapfes. 

The  foil  of  Cyprus  is  for  the  mod  part  rocky  ;  there  are  in  it  many  entire  hills  of 
talc  or  gypfe,  fome  running  in  plates,  and  another  fort  in  flioots,  like  cryflal  ;  the 
latter  is  ufed  in  many  parts,  efpecially  at  Larnica,  as  (tone  for  building ;  they  have 
alfo  in  the  mountains  near  that  city  a  very  thin  marble  paving  ftone,  that  cuts  like 
chalk  with  a  common  faw,  and  much  of  it  feems  to  have  been  laid  in  the  walls,  in  order 
to  bind  the  ftones.  Near  Nicofia  they  have  a  yellowilh  marble,  which,  they  fay, 
when  burnt  produces  a  fmall  quantity  of  fulphur.  At  a  mountain  towards  Solea,  the 
Afbeflus  or  Amianthus,  called  by  fome  the  cotton  ftone,  is  found  in  great  plenty  ; 
it  is  ol  a  blackifli  green  colour,  but  runs  in  veins  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the  ftaple  of 
it  is  not  above  half  an  inch  long  ;  it  is  much  to  be  queftioncd  whether  they  could  ever 
fpin  it  to  a  thread,  but  by  fome  experiments  tried  with  it,  1  have  reafon  to  thhik  that  an 
incombuftible  paper  might  eafily  be  made  of  it,  like  that  which  they  make  of  the 
Afbeflus  of  Miifcovy.  Near  Baffa  there  is  a  hill  that  produces  a  fton-j  called  the  Bafla 
diamond  ;  it  is  very  hard,  and  I'eerhs  rather  to  exceed  the  Briilol  and  Kerry  ftones^ 
Cyprus  has  alfo  been  very  famous  for  its  minerals,  and  for  many  forts  of  precious 
ftones,  which  were  probably  found  in  the  mines.  In  going  roimd  the  iiland  I  faw  only 
two  iron  mines,  which  are  not  now  worked,  becauie  in  Cyprus  they  want  hands  to 
cultivate  the  ground  ;  nor  is  it  agreeable  to  the  inclination  of  the  people  to  be  employed 
in  thefe  mines,  becaufethey  would  not  be  well  paid  by  the  officers  of  the  grand  ligpJor; 
one  of  thofeiron  mines  is  about  half  a  day's  journey  eaft-north-eaft  of  Bati'a  ;  the  other 
is  at  Solea,  where  there  is  a  large  hill  that  feems  entirely  to  confift  oi  this  ore,  which- 
is  very  fine  and  light,  being  porous  and  crumbling,  and  of  a  red  colour.  'I'hey  have 
here  alfo  the  feveral  forts  of  earth  ufed  by  painters,  called  Terra  Umbra,  Verde,  Roifa,; 
and  Jalla  ;  and  I  was  aiTured,  that  not  long  ago  a  traveller  found  a  very  fine  azure  earth, 
which  is  uncommon,  and  either  is  not  much  known,  or  is  found  in  fmall  quantities,, 
othervvife  it  would  without  doubt  be  exported. 

The  antients  mention  three  rivers  in  Cyprus,  the  Lyfus,  Tetius,  and  Pedius,  though 
at  the  beft  they  deferve  only  the  name  of  rivulets,  and  1  fuppofe  the  water  feldom  fails- 
in  thefe,  though  it  is  generally  fiid  that  there  are  no  rivers  in  Cyprus;  it  is  ceriaiu 
they  have  no  frefh  water  filh,  except  fmall  crabs,  which  are  in  moft  of  the  rivers  in 
Afia.  All  round  the  ifland  there  are  beds  of  winter  torrents,  which  run  from  the 
mountains  after  rains,  but  during  the  fummer  months,  when  it  never  rains  in  thefe 
fouthern  parts,  they  are  entirely  dry,  excepting  ii^me  few  fprings  which  have  been' 
rarely  known  to  fail.  The  water,  which  is  drawn  out  of  wells,  is  almoft  all  brackilh, 
occafioned  by  the  great  quantity  of  nitre  in  the  foil,  which  produces  the  fait  in  the 
lakes  before-mentioned  ;  at  Larnica  they  fend  above  a  league  for  all  the  good  water- 
they  drink.  Ihe  water  of  the  ifland  feems  to  depend  almoft  entirely  on  the  rain  ;  and 
when  clouds  have  been  wanting  either  to  fall  down  in  rain,  or  to  fe?d  the  fprings,  by 
lying  on  the  mountains,  a  great  drought  has  always  enfued  ;  and  hiftoriaus  relai'.-,  tJiat 
there  having  been  no  rain  for  thirty-lix  years,  the  ifland  was  abandoned  in  the  time  of 
Conftantine,  for  want  of  water. 

It 
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It  is  faiil  that  this  ifland  received  its  name  from  the  cyprcTs  trees,  which  it  Is  certain 
grow  on  it  in  very  great  abundance,  e  I'pecially  on  the  caftern  promontory,  and  in  the 
northern  parts  of  the  ifland.      There    is  a  fort  of  tree  which  grows  in  mod  parts  of 
Cyprus,  which  is  called  by  feme  the  cedar,  and  much  rcfenibles  it  in  every  thing  but 
its  feed,  which  is  like  the  juniper ;  it  is  called   in  Greek  Avorados,  and  1  have  been 
fmce  informed  that  it  is  a  fort  of  juniper,  and  is  much  like  the  tree  that  they  call  cedar, 
which  is  brought  from  the  Wdt  Indies,  and  poffibly  may  be  the  fame,  but  here  it 
grows  rather  like  a  large  flirub  tlian  a  tree.     They  h.avc  alfo  the  common  juniper  on 
he  mountains,  and  pine  trees  in  great  numbers,  with  which  they  make  tar ;  they  have 
ikewife  the  caroub,  called  in  Greek,  Keraka,  which  is  fuppcfed  to  be  the  locuft  tree, 
the  truit  of  which  in  this  ifland  exceeds  that  of  any  other  country,  growing  like  a  flat 
bean,  and  is  exported  both  to  Syria  and  Egypt.     Moft  of  the  trees  in  this  ifland  are 
ever  green,  but  it  is  moft  famous  for  the  tree  called  by  the  natives,  Xylon  ElTendi  [the 
wood  of  our  Lord],  and  by   naturalifts  Lignum  Cyprinum,  and  Lignum  Rhodium, 
becaufe  it  grows  in  thefe  two  iflands ;  it  is  called  alfo  the  rofe  wood,  by  reafon  of 
its  fmell ;  fome  fay  it  is  in  other  parts  of  the  Levant,  and  alfo  in  the  ifle  of  Martinico. 
It  grows  like  the  platanus  or  plane-tree,  and  bears  a  feed  or  mafl  like  that,  only  the 
leaf  and  fruit  are  rather  fmaller  ;  the  botanifls  call  it  the  oriental  plane-tree  ;  the  leaves 
being  rubbed  have  a  fine  balfamic   fmell,    with  an   orange  flavour  ;  it   produces  an 
excellent   white  turpentine,  efpecially  when  any  incifions  are  made  in  the  bark.     I 
fuppole  it  is  from  this  that  they   extraft  a  very  fine  perfumed  oil,  which,  they  fay, 
as  well  as  the  wood,  has  the  virtue  of  fortifying  the  heart  and  brain.     The  common 
people  here  cut  off  the  bark  and  wood  together,  toaft  it  in  the  fire,  and  fuck  it,  which 
they  efleem  a  fpecific  remedy  in  a  fever,  and  feem  to  think  that  it  has  a  miraculous 
operation.     They  make  here  Labdanum  or  Ladanum  of  a  very  fmall  balfamic  aromatic 
fln-ub  called  Ladany,  and  by  botanifls  Ciftus  Ledon,  or  Ciflus  Ladanifera ;  it  is  faid 
that  the  goats  feedhig  on  it  in  the  month  of  May,  a  juice  flicks  to  their  beards,  and 
makes  a  fort   of  a  cake,  which,  being  taken  ofl",  they  purify  it,  and  make  the  Lab- 
danum ;  this  is   in  fome  meafure  true;  but  that  fort  requires  much  labour  in  order 
to  clean  it,  and  it  is  never  perfectly  fweet,  fo  that  in  Cyprus  they  ufe  the  fame  method 
as  in  the  other  iflands,  and  make  an  inftrument  which  they  call  Staveros,  becaufe  it 
IS   like  a   crofs  ;  it  exactly   refembles  a  crofs   bow,  and   they   tie  pieces  of  yarn  to  it 
about  three  feet  long.     In  the  month  of  May  they  draw  this  yarn  over  the  leaves,  and 
the  balmy  fubflance  flicking  to  the  yarn,  they  lay  it  in  the  fun,  and  when  it  is  hot, 
draw  it  off  from  the  yarn.     The  common  people  mix  it  up  with  fand,  in  order  to 
make  it  weigh  the  heavier,  which  is  what  the  druggifls  call  Labdanum  in  tortis,  and 
in   this  manner  it  is  commonly  fold ;  but  being  purified  from  the  fand,  it  is  of  the 
nature  of  foft  bees  wax,  which  is  what  they  call  Liquid  Labdanum.     It  is  efteemed  as 
a  great  remedy  againft  many  diforders,  taken  either  imVardly  or   outwardly,  and  the 
fmoke  of  it  is  good  for  the  eyes,  but  it  is  moflily  ufed   againfl:  the  inftftion  of  the 
plague,  by  carrying  it  in  the  hand  and  fmelling  to  it.     The  ifland  produces  alfo  cotton 
and  coloquintida,  and  a  root  called  Fuy,  which  is  a  fort  of  Madder  ;  it  abounds  alfo  in 
Vineyards,  but  the  common  wine  is  very  bad.     The  ricii  Cyprus  wine,  which  is   fo 
much  efteemed  in  all  parts,  is  very  dear,  and  produced  only  about  Limefol ;  in  fome 
few  places  indeed  they  make  good  red  wine. 

Ihey  plough  with  their  cows,  which,  as  I  was  informed,  they  do  not  milk,  looking 
on  It  as  cruel  to  milk  and  work  the  fame  beaft  ;  but  perhaps  they  may  rather  have 
regard  to  the  young  that  are  to  be  nouriflied  by  them.  This  lofs  is  made  up  by  their 
goats,  which  are  fpotted  in  a  more  beautiful  manner  than  any  I  have  ever  feen  ;  indeed 
a  great  part  of  the  foil  of  Cyprus  is  more  fit  for  goats  than  for  large  cattle  j  they  make 
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^hcefe  of  their  milk,  which  is  famous  all  over  the  Levant,  and  is  the  only  good  cheefe  to 
be  met  with  in  thefe  parts  ;  they  arc  fmall  and  thick,  much  in  the  Ihape  of  the  antient 
weights,  and  are  kept  in  oil,  otherwiie  when  they  are  new  they  would  breed  a  worm, 
and  when  old  foon  grow  dry.  The  Turks  have  fuch  an  averfion  to  fwine,  that  the 
Chriftians  dare  not  keep  them  where  they  hr.ve  lefs  power  than  they  have  in  Cyprus  ; 
but  from  this  place  the  Chriflians  in  all  parts  are  fupplied  with  excellent  hams,  which 
they  cure  in  a  particular  manner  by  falting  them,  pouring  the  rich  wine  on  them,  and 
when  they  have  prefTed  them  very  dry  they  hang  them  up.  They  have  very  few  horfes 
in  Cyprus  ;  they  ufe  mules  both  for  burthen  and  the  faddle,  of  which  they  have  a  good 
breed ;  the  poorer  fort  of  people  make  ufe  of  affes.  They  have  few  wild  beafts  or 
game,  except  foxes,  hares,  and  wild  goats  ;  and  among  their  birds  the  chief  are  a  very 
beautiful  partridge,  which  I  believe  is  the  fame  as  the  red  partridge  in  France,  and  a 
beautiful  bird  called  in  Italian  Francolino,  and  in  Greek  Aftokinara,  which  I  have 
mentioned  before.  There  are  a  furprifmg  number  of  fnakes  here,  but  few  of  them 
venomous,  except  a  fmall  kind  ;  a  fpecies,  which  is  generally  thought  to  be  the  afp, 
fupplies  the  place  of  the  viper,  and  is  faid  to  have  the  fame  virtues  ;  it  is  called  Kouphi 
[Blind].  I'he  largeft  of  them  are  near  two  inches  thick,  and  are  bigger  in  proportion 
than  fnakes,  the  head  being  rather  fmall  with  regard  to  their  bodies,  and  it  is  pofitively 
affirmed,  that  they  have  been  known  to  fwallow  a  hare  whole,  which,  if  true,  muft 
be  underftood  of  a  young  one ;  their  bite  is  exceedingly  venomous,  but  it  has  been 
cured  by  medicines,  and  by  the  ferpent  ftone.  I  have  been  informed  that  ther^  is 
an  afp  in  Italy  which  is  not  deaf ;  it  is  poflible  the  Pfalmifl:  might  mean  this  reptile, 
when,  he  made  mention  of  the  deaf  adder,  which  refufeth  to  hear  the  voice  of  the 
charmer.  They  have  an  exceeding  large  broad  fpider,  fomewhat  refembling  a  fmall 
crab  ;  the  Franks  call  it  the  Tarantula,  but  I  believe  it  is  not  the  Umie  which  is  found 
in  Apulia.  There  is  here  a  brown  houfe  Hzard  called  a  Taranta,  and  if  it  walks  over 
any  part  of  the  body,  it  caufes  a  very  great  itching,  which  continues  for  fome  time  with 
much  pain.  I  do  not  find  that  they  have  fcorpions,  which  are  fo  common  in  Svria  ; 
but  the  locufls,  when  they  come,  ravage  the  country  in  a  moll  terrible  manner, 
deftroy  whole  fields  of  corn  where  they  alight,  and  eat  the  leaves  of  the  mulberry  trees^ 
on  which  their  filk  depends. 

The  Cypriotes  are  the  mofl  fubtle  and  artful  people  in  all  the  Leviuit,  nor  have 
they  more  veracity  than  their  neighbours,  fo  that  their  words  are  not  to  be  depended 
upon,  as  they  make  ufe  of  all  means  that  way  to  deceive.  The  women  are  little 
fiiperior  to  tiieir  anccftors  with  regard  to  thei.'  virtue ;  and  as  they  go  unveiled,  fo 
they  expofe  themfelves  in  a  manner  that  in  thefe  parts  is  looked  on  as  very  indecent. 
They  go  every  Whitfunday  in  procellion  to  the  fea  fide,  which  feems  to  be  fome 
remains  of  the  heathen  cudom  of  going  annually  in  procellion  to  the  fea,  in  remembrance 
ot  Venus's  coming  out  of  it,  which  was  antiently  attended  with  fome  other  circum- 
ftances.  They  retain  here  the  barbarous  cuflom  of  the  other  eaflern  nations  of  treating 
their  wives  as  fervants  ;  they  wait  on  them  at  table,  ;uid  never  fit  down  with  them, 
unlefs  in  fuch  families  as  are  civilized  by  much  converfation  with  the  Franks  ;  for 
having  been  uuvler  the  Greek  emperors,  and  the  Venetians,  they  have  come  very 
nuich  into  the  European  culloms.  They  make  ufe  of  chairs  and  tables,  and  lie  on 
oblong  Icjuare  tables,  probably  to  be  more  free  from  the  noxious  animals  i)i  the  fum- 
mer,  and  from  the  damps  occafioned  by  the  great  rains  in  the  winter  ;  they  nvake  ule  of 
carriages  with  two  wheels,  drawn  by  oxen.  The  common  people  here  dreJs  much  in 
the  fame  manner  as  they  do  in  the  other  iflands  of  the  Levant ;  but  thofe  who  value 
themfelves  oa  being  fomewhat  above  the  vulgar,  drcfs  like  the  Turks,  but  were  a  red 

cap 
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cnp  tumcd  up  with  fur,  which  is  the  proper  Greek  drefs,  and  ufod  by  thofe  of  the 
ifliinds  in  whatever  parts  of  tiie  L^-vant  they  live. 

Cvprus,  on  account  of  its  fituation,  and  the  cheapncfs  of  all  forts  of  provifions  in 
the  iiland,  is  the  place  where  aliU":)!!  all  fliips  touch  on  their  ^joyages  in  ihcfe  parts  ; 
;md  by  this  way  a  correfpondence  is  carried  on  between  all  the  places  of  the  Levant 
and  CJiriltondoni ;  fo  that  funiiflyng  fliips  with  provifions  is  one  of  the  principal 
branchi"^  of  the  trade  of  this  ifland,  and  they  fometimes  export  corn  to  Chridendou^, 
though  it  is  contrary  to  tlieir  laws.  I'hey  fend  their  cottons  to  Holland,  England,  \'enice, 
and  Leghorn,  and  wool  to  Italy  and  France.  They  have  a  root  of  an  herb  called  in 
Arabic  Fuah,  in  Greek  Lizare,  and  in  Latin  Ruhia  Tinftorum,  which  they  fend  to 
Scandejoon,  and  bv  Aleppo  to  Diarbeck  and  Perfia,  with  which  they  dye  red,  but  it 
I'erves  only  for  cottons,  for  which  it  is  alfo  ufed  here ;  it  is  called  by  the  Englifli 
Madder,  but  it  is  doubted  whctlier  it  is  the  Madder  fo  well  known  in  Holland ;  they 
export  a  red  dve  for  woollen  (lulls,  which  is  falfely  called  by  the  Englifh  vermilion, 
though  that  it  is  known  to  be  made  of  Cinnabar  ;  whereas  this  is  the  produce  pf  the  feed 
of  Alkermes,  called  by  botanifis  Ilex'coccifer  ;  there  is  a  fmall  hole  in  the  feed,  out  of 
w  hich  there  comes  a  very  fine  powder,  called  the  powder  of  Alkermes,  of  which  the 
fyrup  of  Alkermes  is  made,  and  the  feeds  afterwards  ferve  for  dying,  and  both  are 
exported  to  Venice  and  IMarfeilles.  Coloqunitida  is  cultivated  here,  and  efleemed 
better  than  that  of  Egypt,  which  being  larger  does  not  dry  fo  well ;  it  grows  like  the 
calabaQi.  The  feed  is  lent  into  England,  and  to  Germany,  being  much  ufed  in  the  latter 
for  eilibalming  bodies ;  in  Egypt  they  fill  the  lliell  with  milk,  and  let  it  (land  fome 
time,  and  t;ike  it  as  an  emetic.  They  prepare  a  great  quantity  ot  yellow,  red,  and 
black  Turkev  leather,  which  they  fend  to  Conltantinople ;  and  they  export  yearly 
near  a  hundred  thoufand  pound  weight  of  raw  filk  to  London  and  Marfeilles  ;  for  as 
it  is  a  hard  weighty  filk,  it  is  much  ufed  in  making  gold  and  filver  laces,  and  alfo  for 
fcwing.  At  Nicoiia  they  make  fine  plain  cotton  dimities.  In  a  word,  it  is  a  furprizing 
thing  to  fee  Cyprus  maintiiin  its  own  people  in  fuch  great  plenty,  and  export  fo  many 
things  abroad,  when  one  confiders  the  extent  of  the  iiland,  and  that  half  of  it  at  lead  is 
momitaijious,  and  much  ot  it  near  the  fea  lies  uncultivated,  by  reafon  of  the  Corfiiirs ; 
nor  is  the  ifland  well  peopled,  eighty  thoufand  fouls  being  the  moil  that  are  computed 
in  it ;  whereas  hiltorians  fay,  than  in  Trajan's  time  the  Jews  maffacred  here  in  one  day  two 
hundred  and  forty  thoufand  perfons,  and  fince  that  time  they  have  never  permitted  any 
Jews  to  live  in  the  ifland  ;  fo  that  when  this  ifland  was  well  inhabited  and  cultivated,  the 
produce  of  it  mull:  have  been  very  great. 

Two  thirds  of  the  inhabitants  are  Chrifl:ians,  and  there  are  twelve  thoufand  that  pav 
the  tribute  as  fuch,  exclufive  of  the  women  and  children  ;  they  are  modly  Greeks  ; 
there  are  indeed  near  Nicofia  fome  few  villages  of  Maronites,  and  in  the  city  of  Nicofia 
a  fmall  number  of  Armenians,  who  are  very  poor,  though  they  have  an  archbifhop, 
and  a  convent  in  the  country  ;  the  Mahometan  men  very  often  marry  with  the  Chriltian 
women,  and  keep  the  fads  with  their  wives.  Many  of  them  are  thought  to  be  not 
averfe  to  Chrillianity ;  neverthelefs  the  Turks  are  fo  jealous  of  the  power  of  the  Chrif- 
tians  here,  that  they  will  not  fuller  them  to  buy  any  black  flaves  or  others,  that  are 
Mahometans,  which  former  are  frequently  brought  to  F.g-ypt,  and  fold  to  the  Turks. 
The  Greeks  have  an  archbifliop  of  Nicofia,  and  three  bifliops  of  Larnica,  Gerines,  and 
Bafia  ;  the  Greeks  are  every  where  in  pofleflion  of  their  churches,  but  cannot  repair 
any  that  are  ruined  without  a  licence  ;  they  are  built  in  the  ftyle  of  the  Syrian  churchi  , 
but  are  generally  covered  with  cupolas ;  they  had  formerly  a  cuilom  here,  as  tht.  v 
have  in  many  other  parts,  of  hanging  out  flags  at  the  well  end  of  their  churches  cm 
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Sundays  and  holidays,  and  I  faw  fomc  of  the  ftoncs  which  had  holes  in  them  for  that 
purpofe.  There  are  a  great  number  of  monafteries  in  the  ifland  ;  they  arc  to  be 
looked  on  as  religious  focieties,  who  go  out  to  labour  on  the  lands  that  belong  to 
them,  with  their  fuperior  to  overfce  them  ;  this  is  their  employment  all  day,  and  ha'f 
the  night  is  fpent  in  performing  their  fervices :  they  may  be  alfo  looked  on  as  places 
of  education,  where  the  youth  who  labour  by  day  learn  to  read  and  chant  their  offices  at 
night  :  the  lay  fervants,who  are  diflinguifaed  only  by  a  cap,  anfwer  to  the  lay  brothers  in 
the  Roman  church  ;  but  they  never  take  the  vow,  and  may  leave  the  convent  and  marry  ; 
in  thefe  refpccls  the  eaftern  churches  pretty  much  agree.  There  is  no  nunnery  in 
Cyprus,  and  I  faw  only  one  of  the  Greek  church  throughout  all  Syria,  nunneries 
being  very  uncommon  in  thefe  parts,  except  among  the  Maronites  of  mount  Libanon. 
They  take  only  the  vow  of  chadity  and  obedience,  and  every  monk  generally  buys 
his  own  cloaths,  and  pays  his  tribute  to  the  Grand  Signior  out  of  his  o'.vn  purfe,  which 
chiefly  depends  on  the  charity  of  thofe  who  come  to  the  convents,  either  for  devodon, 
retirement,  or  diverfion.  Where  a  convent  is  well  fituated,  the  Turks  often  come  and 
flay  in  it,  and  put  the  convent  to  fome  expence,  and  never  make  any  return ;  they 
alfo  ferve  as  inns  to  which  all  people  refort ;  but  the  Chriftians  always  leave  fomething 
at  their  departure.  What  a  monk  is  worth  when  he  dies,  goes  to  the  bifhop  of  the 
diocele.  The  priefls  here  are  very  ignorant,  as  moft  of  them  are  in  the  eaftern 
churches;  and  though  Greek  is  their  mother  tongue,  they  do  not  fo  much  as  undcr- 
ftand  the  antient  Greek  of  the  New  Teftament,  though  the  modern  Greek  diiFers  very 
little  from  it  ;  but  in  Cyprus  the  Greek  is  more  corrupted  than  in  many  other  iflands, 
as  they  have  taken  fome, words  from  the  Venetians  whilft  they  were  among  them ;  it  is 
notwithftanding  a  fweet  language,  but  they  fpeak  it  very  faft. 

Till  within  thirty  years  paft  Cyprus  was  governed  by  a  pafha,  but  now  it  is  under 
a  more  inferior  officer,  called  a  mofolem.  The  late  Grand  Signior  gave  this  ifland  as 
a  dowry  to  his  daughter,  who  was  maried  to  the  Grand  Vizier  Ibrahim  Paflia,  and  fmce 
that .  time  the  ifland  has  belonged  to  the  Grand  Vizier  :  he  legally  makes  of  it  about 
feventy-five  purfes  a  year,  each  purfe  being  about  feventy  pounds  flerling,  but  then 
he  has  only  a  (hare  of  the  harach,  and  of  a  tax  called  the  nozoul ;  and  I  have  been  in- 
formed that  the  whole  ifland  brings  in  five  hundred  purfes  a  year.  There  are  alfo 
fees  for  offences,  and  upon  account  of  any  unnatural  death  ;  in  the  latter  cafe  the 
village  pays  one  purfe.  The  original  property  of  all  the  lands  is  in  the  Grand  Signior, 
who  fells  them  to  the  inhabitants  and  their  male  heirs,  and  in  default  of  male  heirs, 
the  lands  revert  to  the  Grantl  Signior,  who  difpofcs  of  them  in  like  manner  :  the  tythe 
of  the  land,  which  doubtlefs  belonged  to  the  church,  is  granted  to  two  forts  of  military 
bodies ;  one  of  them  arc  called  zains,  of  wliich  there  are  eighteen  chiefs,  who  have 
the  tythes  of  the  lands  of  a  certain  diftri£t,  and  are  obliged  to  fend  a  number  of  men 
to  the  war  ;  the  others  are  called  timariotes ;  under  the  name  of  Timars  lands  are 
granted  all  over  the  Turkifli  empire  on  the  fame  condition :  there  is  alfo  a  poll  t;uc 
called  the  nozoul  ;  it  is  about  fix  dollars  a-year  paid  by  all  thofe  who  are  not  obliged 
to  go  to  war,  both  Chriftians  and  Turks ;  and  the  Chriftians  pay  a  tribute  called  tlie 
harach,  which  is  tmiverfal  over  the  Turkifli  empire  ;  it  is  from  ten  to  fifteen  dollars  a 
head  ;  there  is  alfo  a  fmall  tluiy  of  twciuy-two  timeens  or  forty-four  medeens  a  head, 
which  is  about  three  (liillings  Engli(h,paid  yearly  to  the  village  where  every  one  is  born  : 
the  fait  and  cuftoms  belong  to  the  janizaries,  who  are  about  a  thoufand,  and  have 
generally  an  aga  fent  to  govern  them  once  a  year  from  Conlhmtinople.  The  Cypriotes 
having  their  lands  at  fo  eafy  a  rate,  any  one  would  imagine  that  they  mufl  live  very 
happily  ;  but  the  mofolem  is  almofl  continually  haraffing  the  Cbrillians,  who  often  leave 
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the  ifliind,  and  go  to  tlie  coafl;  of  Cilicia,  and  very  frequently  return  again,  out  of  that 
natural  love  which  everyone  h^s  for  his  own  country:  many  of  them,  notwithilanding, 
fettle  in  the  fea  port  towns  of  Syria,  which  difpeoples  the  ifland  very  much.  Cyprus 
is  now  divided  into  fixteen  cadelifks,  each  having  its  aga  or  governor,  and  cadi  or  minifter 
of  juftice  ;  they  confiit  of  fixteen  towns  *  ;  and  it  is  probable  that  among  them  may  be 
found  the  capitals  of  the  fifteen  kingdoms,  into  which,  fome  fay,  the  ifland  of  Cyprus 
was  at  firft  divided. 
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A  DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  EAST,  &c. 
BY  RICHARD  POCOCKE,  LL.D.  F.R.S. 

Book  the  Fourth.     Of  the  Ifland  of  Candia. 


Chap.  I.  —  From  Alexandria  in  Egypt,  to  Rhodes  and  Candia. 

kN  the  fecond  of  July  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  thirty-nine  I  embarked  at 
Alexandria,  on  board  a  Scotch  veflel  bound  to  Tunis,  Algiers,  and  fome  other 
places  on  the  coall  of  Africa,  freighted  with  Moors  on  their  return  from  Mecca  ;  I  was 
to  be  landed  at  Canea  in  Candia,  if  the  wind  would  permit.  On  the  eighth  we  faw 
that  part  of  the  coaft  of  Caramania,  which  by  the  antients  was  called  Pamphylia,  and 
were  almofl  oppofite  to  Satalia,  which  was  the  antient  Attalia,  and  was  fouth  of  Perga  in 
Pamphylia.  Here  the  apoflles  Barnabas  and  Paul  embarked  for  Antioch,  after  the  per- 
fecutions  they  had  met  with  at  Iconium  f-  In  the  evening  we  came  up  with  the  ifland 
called  Caftello  Roflb  :  this  was  without  doubt,  one  of  the  Chelidonian  iflands,  which 
Strabo  I  mentions  as  oppofite  to  the  facred  promontory  where  mount  Taurus  was  fup- 
pofed  to  begin  ;  and  it  may  be  that  ifland  which  he  fays,  had  a  road  for  fliips,  and  pro- 
bably it  is  the  ifland  Rhoge  of  Pliny  §,  and  the  prefent  name  may  be  a  corruption  from 
it, as  I  could  fee  no  reafon  for  their  calling  it  the  red  ifland;  it  is  high  and  rocky,  and  about 
two  miles  in  length.  There  is  a  town  and  caftle  on  the  higheft  part  of  it,  and  the  fouth 
fide  of  this  ifland  feemed  to  be  covered -with  vineyards  ;  there  is  a  fecure  harbour  to 
the  north,  and  they  told  me  that  it  was  not  above  half  a  mile  from  the  continent,  and 
that  they  have  plenty  of  good  water  ;  it  is  inhabited  by  Greeks,  and  is  a  great  refort 
for  the  Maltefe,  as  there  is  no  flrong  place  to  oppofe  them.  Proceeding  on  our 
voyage  I  faw  two  fmall  iflands  at  a  confiderable  diihuice,  wliich,  if  I  miflake  not.  are 
called  Polieti,  and  feom  to  be  thofe  rocks  which  arc  marked  in  the  fea  chart,  and  in 
the  map  of  Afia  Minor.  We  were  now  oppofite  to  Lycia  ;  a  httle  to  the  north- 
weft  of  thefe  iflands  the  river  Lymira  probably  falls  into  the  fea  ;  near  it  was  the  city 
Myra  of 'Lycia,  to  which  St.  Paul  came  in  his  voyage  Irom  Ca:fiirea  to  Italy,  and  em- 

*  The  names   of  thofe  towns   are    Cherkes.  Nicofia,  Gerincs,  Morfo,  Lcf:a,   Solca,    BafTa,  Arfinoe, 
Aitimo  or  Afdinn,  Ci.rufofou,  Limefol,  Epifeopi,  Lariiica,  Meflaria,  Famagulta,  ami  Carpafs. 
\  Aas,  amy.  a6.  %  Strabo,  xlv.  p.  666.  |  Plin.  Hid.  viii.35. 
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barked  on  board  a  Hiip  of  Alexandria  bound  to  that  country  *.  Further  to  the  wcfl 
the  river  Xanthus  falls  into  the  fca  ;  Patara  was  (iluated  to  the  ealt  of  it,  where  St.  Paul 
embarked  on  board  a  fliip  bound  for  Phoenicia,  in  his  voyage  from  Miletus  to  Tyre  f. 
On  the  eleventh  wc  were  oppoJite  to  cape  Sardcni  ;  to  the  north  of  it  is  the  bay  of 
Mecari,  which  extends  a  confiderable  v/ay  to  the  eaft  ;  they  told  me  there  were  three 
or  four  iflands  in  this  bay,  which  muft  be  very  fmall,  being  marked  in  the  fea  charts 
only  as  rocks.  On  the  thirteenth  we  came  near  the  call  end  of  the  ifle  of  Rhodes, 
where  there  was  fo  great  a  current  coming  from  the  north-eaft  between  the  ifland  and 
the  continent,  that  the  fea  broke  in  at  the  cabin  windows,  even  in  calm  weather.  As 
the  plague  was  at  the  canital  town  of  Rhodes  we  did  not  think  proper  to  go  to  it, 
though  the  wind  was  contrary  ;  fo  we  failed  along  to  the  fouth  of  (lie  ifland,  and  came 
in  fight  of  Scarpanto  but  were  drove  back  again  to  the  ifland  of  Rliodes  ;  and  on  the 
feventecnth,  came  to  anchor  in  a  bay  lo  the  wefl;  of  Lendegeand  of  cape  Tranquillo  ; 
we  went  alhore  to  water  at  a  lircam  about  tuo  miles  to  the  fouth  of  a  village  called 
La  llania. 

'I'here  is  nothing  in  this  ifland  worthy  of  the  curiofity  of  a  ftranger.  The  city  of 
Rhodes  was  famous  of  old  for  the  colollal  itatue  of  the  fun,  which  was  call  in  brafs 
by  Chares,  ot  the  city  of  Lindus,  who  learnt  his  art  under  the  famous  Lyfippus ;  it  was 
feventy  cubits  high,  and  the  ft  ride  was  fifty  fathoms  wide.  This  ftatue  was  thrown  down 
by  an  earthquake  in  the  year  nine  liundred  fifty-four  ;  and  the  brafs  of  it,  which  was 
carried  by  a  Jew  to  Alexandria,  is  faid  to  have  loaded  nine  hundred  camels.  This 
ifland  is  alfo  noted  in  hiftory,  as  having  belonged  to  the  knights  of  St.  John  of  Jerufalem, 
The  Rhodians  were  remarkably  faithful  to  the  Romans,  and  were  ilrong  in  their  navy, 
the  ifland  producing  a  great  quantity  of  timber,  as  it  does  at  this  time.  l'"gypt  is  fup- 
plied  with  a  great  part  of  its  fuel  from  this  place,  and  here  moft  of  the  Turkifli  men  of 
war  are  built  by  the  merchants  oi  Conitantinople,  who  receive  a  fum  of  money 
from  the  Porte,  and  ufe  them  in  trade  until  there  is  occafion  of  them  for  public 
fervice;  they  are  then  obliged  to  deliver  them,  and  are  refunded  the  whole  expence  of 
building  ;  by  this  means  the  Grand  Signior  has  a  number  of  Ihips  at  command,  without 
being  at  any  confiderable  expence  beforehand  ;  and  thefe  large  (hips,  trading  to 
Alexandria,  are  fecure  againll  the  corfairs,  which  was  the  chief  defign  of  encouraging 
the  building  of  them  ;  there  were  at  that  time  i'even  on  the  Itocks.  They  make  ule  of 
oak  only  in  the  ribs,  the  reit  being  all  deal. 

The  paflialic  of  Rhodes  is  reckoned  very  difhonourable,  and  great  perfons  have 
often  been  fent  to  it,  who  were  defigned  for  the  bmv  (1  ring.  When  I  was  there,  adepoled 
grand  vizier  was  on  the  ifland  ;  but  as  the  prefent  fultan's  reign  has  not  been  bloodv, 
fo  there  are  very  few  inftances  of  any  great  men  having  been  put  to  death  by  him.  The 
French  only  have  a  conful  at  this  ifland,  and  there  is  a  fmall  convent  of  capuchins. 
There  are  but  very  few  Turks  except  in  the  city,  the  ifland  being  inhabited  by  Greek 
Chriftians.  There  is  a  great  plenty  of  provifions  here,  though  it  is  a  mount;unous 
country,  but  it  produces  very  little  wine.  We  went  alhore,  and  taking  our  arms  with 
us,  walked  to  the  village  of  La  Hania,  and  defired  the  inhabitants  to  fell  us  fome  p^o-^ 
vifions,  but  they  would  give  us  none  till  iheir  aga  came  to  the  village,  whom  they  ex'-*- 
peded  tlie  next  dav,  fo  we  returned  on  loard  the  fliip.  On  the  eighteenth  I  carried 
my  tent  a  fliore,  and  pitched  it  on  a  height  over  the  ftream.  On  the  nineteenth  two 
people  from  the  aga  came  to  us,  with  the  Greeks,  and  told  us  wc  might  buy  what 
provifions  we  wimted.     'J"he  cafe  wa*,  if  the  Greeks  had  furnilhed  us  with  any  thing, 

•  AS-f,  xxvii.  5.  t  Afts,  xxi.  I,  2. 
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before  they  had  leave  from  the  apa,  he  would  have  raifed  money  on  them,  under  a 
pretence  that  they  had  fold  provifions  to  the  Maltefe,  and  they  might  have  forbid  us 
coming  afliore.  We  waited  on  the  ap^,  and  fupplied  ourfelvcs  with  whatever  the  place 
atfordcd.  We  fct  fail  on  the  twenty-third,  and  having  cleared  the  weftern  point  of 
Rhodes,  I  favv,  at  a  confiderable  diftance  to  the  north,  an  ifland  called  Caravi,  which  is 
probably  the  antient  Chalcia*.  We  then  came  up  with  the  ifland  Scarpanto,  the 
antient  Carpathus,  from  which  this  part  was  called  the  Carpathian  Sea  f  ;  it  is  a  high 
mountainous  ifland,  aiad  is  faid  to  be  twenty-five  miles  in  circumference  |.  I  faw  a 
bay  on  the  caft  fide  of  it,  very  near  the  foutli-ead:  corner,  and  there  is  anchoring  ground 
in  it,  fo  that  probably  one  of  the  four  cities  of  the  ifland  was  on  this  bay,  which  might 
be  Poiridium,  the  only  town  on  it  mentioned  by  Ptolemy  §  ;  probably  it  was  on  the 
north  fide  of  the  bay  where  I  favi^  an  opening,  and  the  fea  charts  make  the  anchoring 
place  in  that  part.  Having  paiVed  this  ifland  we  faw  Caxo  to  the  welt  of  Scarpanto, 
which  feems  to  be  the  ifland  called  by  the  antieiits  Cafus.  On  die  twenty-fixth  we  came 
up  with  the  ifland  of  Candia. 

Chap.  II.  —  Of  the  Ifland  cf  Candia  in  general,  and  nf  the  Places  in  the  Way  to  Canea. 

CANDIA,  antiently  called  Crete,  has  always  been  looked  on  as  an  ifland  of 
Europe  ;  the  old  name  feems  to  be  derived  from  the  Curetes  ||,  who  were  the  antient 
inhabitants.  There  are  various  opinions  concerning  thefe  people,  and  the  occafion  of 
their  name^;  feme  fay  that  fix  of  them  came  to  Crete  from  mount  Ida  in  Phrygia, 
and  that  Rhea  committed  her  fon  Jupiter  to  their  care,  whcix  fhe  feared  that  his  father 
Saturn  would  deflroy  him. 

'Ihe  ifland  is  faid  by  Pliny  **  to  be  two  hundred  and  feventy  miles'  long,  and  by 
Strabo  ft  two  hundred  eighty-feven  and  a  half.  The  former  fays,  that  it  no  where 
exceeds  fifty  miles  in  breadth,  and  is  five  hundred  and  eighty-nine  miles  in  cir- 
cumference. 

Crete  was  antiently  governed  by  its  own  kings,  among  whom  were  Saturn,  Jupiter, 
and  Minos  ;  the  lall  divided  the  ifland  into  three  parts  ;  and  the  Grecians,  to  whom  it 
afterwards  became  fubjeft,  fecm  to  have  followed  this  divifion,  and  the  three  territories 
became  repubhcs.  It  was  conquered  by  the  Romans  under  the  conduft  of  Mctellus, 
who  on  that  account  had  the  title  of  Creticus  ;  on  the  divifion  of  the  empire  it  fell  to 
the  fliare  of  the  caflern  monarchs.  The  league  between  the  French  and  Moors  of 
Spain  being  broke,  the  latter  feized  on  Crete  in  the  year  eight  hundred  and  twenty- 
three,  in  the  reign  of  the  emperor  Michael  the  Stutterer ;  thefe  Moors  built  the  city 
of  Candia.  The  eailern  emperors  being  engaged  in  other  wars,  the  ifland  was  given 
by  them  to  twelve  noble  families,  on  cortdition  that  they  would  undertake  the  conquell 
of  it ;  and  accordingly  in  the  time  of  Alexius  Comenus,  they  vanquiflied  the  Moors, 
and  the  ifl.uid  was  divided  between  thgm,  but  the  fovcreignty  i'ecms  to  Iiave  continued 
in  ti  e  Creek  emperors  ;  for  it  is  faid  to  have  been  fold  by  them  to  the  Venetians  about 
the  beginning  of  the  thirteenth  century,  and  in  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fixty- 
nine  the  Turks  made  a  complete  conqueft  of  it.  Minos,  when  he  divided  the  ifland 
into  three  parts,  built  a  city  in  each  of  them,  namely,  Cnofius  to  the  north,  Gortynia 
towards  ti:e  fouth,   and  Cydonia   near  the  welt   end.     Under  the  Venetians  it  was 

♦  Strabo,  X.  p.  4^8.  Plin.  Hid.  423.  and  v.  ^6. 

f   Stral.o,  X.  p.  4^9.  Carpathus  quae  mari  iiomen  dedit  Cafos,  Afline  '  lim.  Flin.  Hid.  v.  36. 
X   Ktral-o,  ibid.  J    l^tol.  viii.  2.  ||    Plm.  Hill.  iv.  20. 

%  iitrabo,  X.  46a.  •*   Pliu.  Hift,  iv.  20,  -j-f  Strabo,  x.  p.  474. 
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divided  into  thefe  four  provinces  ;  Sitia,  Candia,  Retimo,  and  Canea  ;  the  paflialic  of 
Candia  at  prefent  confiils  of  the  two  former,  and  there  is  a  pafha  over  each  of  the 
others  ;  thefe  are  again  fubdivided  into  certain  diftrifts  called  cafleliates,  probably  be- 
caufe  a  certain  extent  of  the  country  was  under  the  govc-rnmcnt  of  a  caftle  in  it ;  of 
t.'iefe  there  are  twenty,  which  are  named  from  their  p  incipal  towns  or  villages  *. 
Thefe  four  provinces  feem  to  anfwer  to  counties,  and  the  calfellates  to  hundreds. 
Every  callellate  is  governed  by  a  cadi  as  to  the  adminiftration  of  juflice  ;  and  is  under 
a  caflle  caia,  as  toother  affairs  of  collecting  money,  and  the  like  5  and  a  Chriftian 
officer  called  capitaneo,  is  appointed  over  every  village  to  coIIeLit  all  extraordinary  taxes 
or  dufs,  that  belong  to  the  Grand  Signior. 

Cape  Sidero,  which  is  the  fartheit  point  to  the  north-eaft,  mufl:  be  the  promontory 
which  was  anciently  called  Zephyrium ;  to  the  fouth-eait  of  it  we  faw  a  head  of  land 
called  Salamoni  ;  this  is  the  cape,  overgainft  which  faint  Paul  f;uled'in  his  voyage  to 
Italy,  the  wind  not  fuffering  them  to  go  on  the  weft,  when  they  were  fcarce  come 
over-againft  Cnidusf.  Near  this  cape  1  faw  a  fmall  iiland,  which  probably  was  the 
m.md  Cavalli.  Ab'iut  fix  leagues  to  the  eaft-fouth-eaft  of  the  cape  we  fnw  tv/o  iilands, 
which  I  luppofe  were  thofe  called  Chrilliana.  We  had  calms  or  contrary  v/inds  for 
fevrral  days,  and  a  great  fea  by  reafon  of  the  ftrong  current,  and  were  drove  to  the  ■ 
fouth.  The  Moors  were  very  uneafy,  and  often  called  on  a  favourite  faint ;  they  hung 
up  a  bafket  of  bread  to  him  on  the  top  of  the  main  maft,  and  afterwards  threw  a  bottle 
of  oil  into  the  fea,  made  long  prayers,  and  chanted  a  fort  of  litany  ;  when  they  found 
that  this  had  no  effett,  they  wrote  fomething  on  a  paper,  and  one  of  t^em  went  up  and 
tied  it  to  the  top  of  the  n":alt,  whiift  another  threw  a  bafket  of  cufcafou  into  the  fea  ; 
and  I  could  not  but  take  particular  notice  of  their  manner  of  ending  a  difpute  which 
arofebetween  feme  of  them,  who  coming  to  high  words,  the  chief  of  them  on  a  fudden 
began  one  of  their  Mahometan  litanies,  on  which  they  all  joined  with  him  ;  and  fo  an 
end  was  entirely  put  to  the  rontroverfy.  On  the  fourth  of  Si^ptember  we  again  ap- 
proached Candia,  and  came  near  the  three  fmall  iflands  of  Gjadurogniifa,  called 
by  mariners  (  alderoni  ;  we  faw  to  the  norlh-weft  a  to\^■n,  v;here  there  feemed  to  be  a 
good  road  for  fliipping,  and  there  is  a  large  opening  from  it  between  the  mountains. 
About  twelve  leagues  further  to  the  weft,  wc  were  oppofite  to  a  deep  bay,  in  which 
are  two  imall  rocky  iflands,  called  by  the  Greeks  Paximades,  and  by  mariners  Chabra ; 
V/ie  came  near  the  ifland  Gozo,  which  is  about  twelve  leagues  to  the  fouth-weft  of 
Chabra,  and  eight  from  the  iiland  of  C^mdia  ;  eight  leagues  beyond  it  we  faw  a  cape, 
which  may  be  that  which  was  antiently  called  Hermcca  |. 

The  ifland  of  Gozo  is  called  Gafda  [raii^aj  by  the  Greeks  ;  the  fmation  of  it  aS' 

•  111  the  province  of  Sltia  are  the  caQellates  following  : — Myrabc-llo  and  Lifite,  whi.h  are  the  diorefe  (J 
Prin;  Hii-raiiflra,  wliich  is  tlie  dioci-ff  of  Ji.Ta  ;  Silia,  which  h  the  dioccle  of  Sitia;  in  Csiidin,  are 
Cii  fl">,  and  Tcniinos,  wlmh  is  the  diiicefe  of  Cii  >llus  ;  Arcad  a,  which  is  the  dioccfe  of  Arcadia ;  Pclmda 
which  i.-- tlic  dioci  f  ■  ut  Ch'-rrorielos  ;  and  thrt-e  ni>i'e.  called  Konourio.  IJonifachio,  and  G  >rtyiii.",  wIulIi  all 
toi'ftht-r  are  called  MciLlis,  and  with  the  city  ot  Caiuiia  make  up  tlie  dioccfe  ol  Gi  ilyne,  beloiij^ing  to 
tin-  melr<)pi)litai)  archhilhup  whofe  title  is  melr  .|)oliiaii  1.1I  Crete,  and  pumate  of  En  ope.  There  is  alfo  a 
fort  of  independent  cnllle,  called  Sfachia,  in  his  diocefe,  and  the  iiland  of  Gozo.  In  the  province  of 
Retimo,  .n  the  calUe  Milo[)0tamo,  the  call  part  of  winch  is  under  the  paflr\  of  Camlif,  and  thcwi-ft  iin<!of 
the  pafha  ofRotimu;  this  makes  the  diocefe  of  Aiilopotamo.  Aio»  Bilileos,  and  Airaii,  which  arcth* 
dioccf-  of  Lnmhi  ,  and'  Retimo,  which  is  the  diocefe  of  Kethiinni,  formerly  called  Ajjria,  fr.mi  a  ruined 
city  wliich  \v  i>i  the  iVc  of  it.  In  the  i  roviiice  o(  C  niei  are  the  calllrs  of  Apoc  ranos  and  C  lam-.i,  under 
the  bifliop  of  Ku  onia,  or  Cydonia ;  Silino  and  Chikimo,  under  the  bifliop  of  Chifaaws,  in  all  elcTeii  biihopncsi 
excepting;  the  diocefe  of  the  meiropoliian. 

•j-   Acts,  xxvii.  7.  J   Ptol.  iii.  1 7. 
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wi-Il  as  the  nnmc,  is  ;i  proof  that  it  is  the  iihind  of"  Chiuda,  under  whicli  faint  Paul 
failed  in  his  voya;jjc'  to  Italy  *.  The  road  for  {hijiping  is  to  the  north  ;  it  is  ii.habited 
by  about  thirty  finnilics  of  the  country  of  Sfachia,  ulio  have  a  Greek  church  there  ; 
tiiev  have  alfo  a  dr;\i^oman  to  interpret  for  them,  as  ftiips  often  put  in  to  water  and 
vicUial  ;  and  the  M.iltefe  corfairs  fupply  thcnifelves  there.  To  the  welt  of  it  there  is  a 
very  fmall  ifland  called  Pulla  Gafda  [Little  Gafda]. 

On  the  ninth  we  came  to -anchor  at  the  caftle  of  Suatiaor  Sfnchia  ;  the  Greeks,  with 
their  prieil,at  the  head  of  thcin,  met  lis  on  the  Ihore  when  we  landed,  and  afked  us 
what  was  our  pleafure ;  the  captain  told  them  we  wanted  to  take  in  water.  I  found  I 
could  not  get  mules  in  order  to  go  to  Canea,  which  thev  told  me  was  forty  miles  dif- 
tant.;  fo  that  I  was  obliged  to  fend  to  the  Englilli  conful  there  ;  I  returneil  on  board 
that  night ;  the  next  day  I  went  adiore  to  the  prieft's  houfe,  and  on  the  eleventh  the 
conful's  janizary  came  from  Canea  with  horfes  for  me.  Under  Sfachia  there  is  a  fmail 
natural  port  defended  from  the  fouth  winds  by  fome  rocks  tiiat  are  not  above  water, 
vhere  little  fliips  may  enter  and  lie  fecurely ;  the  uninhabited  caftle  is  a  Venetian 
building,  and  over  the  entrance  of  it  are  the  Venetian  arms,  and  the  arms  of  fome  rf 
the  governors.  To  the'eail  of  this  callle  they  fliewed  me  the  foundations  of  a  wal', 
vhich,  they  faid,  wiis  tlie  boundary  between  the  territories  of  Sfachia  and  Retime, 
To  the  weft  of  this  there  is  only  the  Caflellate  of  Silino.  The  people  of  this  part  of 
Candia  arc  ftout  men,  and  drive  a  great  coafting  trade  round  the  ifland  in  fmall  boats, 
by  carrying  wood,  corn,  and  other  merchandizes.  On  the  twelfth  we  fet  out  for 
Canea,  and  entered  into  a  very  curious  paflage  between  the  mountains  called  F.brcs 
Farange  ;  it  is  from  five  to  thirty  paces  broad,  having  high  perpendicular  rocks  on  each 
fide,  out  ot  which  there  grows-,  all  the  way  up,  a  great  variety  of  uncommon  plants, 
and  fome  fln-ubs  and  trees,  as  cvprefs,  fig,  and  ever-green  oak  ;  this  paflage  is  about 
fix  milfs  long,  the  firfl:  part  of  it  is  a  good  road  ;  but  towards  the  further  end  there  are 
many  difficult  alcents  up  the  rock,  which  are  fo  narrow  in  fome  places  that  we  were 
frequently  obliged  to  unload  the  horfes.  Coming  into  the  open  country,  we  palled  by 
the  houfe  of  the  aga  of  the  territory  of  Sfachia,  who  invited  us  to  go  in,  but  we  pur- 
lued  our  journey ;  we  fa w  here  fix  or  feven  Greeks  with  a  heavy  chain  about  their 
necks,  a  punilhment  inflicled  on  them  for  not  paying  a  tax  of  about  the  value  of  half  a 
crown,  demanded  on  their  guns,  though  thev  affirmed  that  th.ey  had  none.  "VVe  went 
to  a  village  called  Profncro,  were  kindly  received  by  the  prielt,  and  the  next  day  ar- 
rived at  Canea,  where  I  took  up  my  abode  at  the  houfe  of  the  Englifh  coniul. 

Chap.  III.  —  Of  Canea,  Dyciamnian^  Cyfainus,  Jptera,  and  CyJonia. 

TIIE  city  of  Canea,  capital  of  the  weflern  province  of  Candia,  is  fituated  at  the  eaft 
corner  of  a  bay  about  fifteen  miles  wide,  which  is  between  cape  Melecca,  antiently 
called  Ciamum  to  the  e-fl,  and  cape  Spada,  the  old  promontory  Pfacum  to  the  wcfl ;  it 
has  beea  commonly  thought  to  be  on  the  fpot  of  the  antient  Cydonia,  but  the  chief 
rcafon  is,  bccaufe  the  bifhop  of  Canea  is  called  in  Greek  the'  bifhop  of  Cydonia. 
About  the  middle  of  the  north-fide  of  the  town  there  is  an  old  caftle  within  the  fortifi- 
cation'!, whicfi  is  about  half  a  mile  in  circumference  ;  this  poffibly  might  be  called  in 
Turkifh  a  chane,  or  public  place  for  ftrangers,  and  from  this  the  name  of  Canea  might 
be  derived ;  the  city  is  of  an  oblong  figure,  about  two  miles  in  compafs,  fortified 
towards  the  land  after   the  modern  way  by  the  Venetians,  with  four  bafiions,  and  a 

•  Afts,  xxvii.  i6. 
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ravelin  at  the  north-eaft    corner  ;    on  the  north-fide  of  the  town  is  the  port,  well' 

defended  by  a  wall,  built  on  the  north-fide  on  the  rocks  ;  there  is  a  light-houfe  at  tiie 

end  of  it,  and  a  caflle  in  the  middle,  which  ferves  as  a  ciftern  ;  the  entrance  to  the 

harbour  is  narrow,  and  there  is  a  very  fine   arft-nal  for  laying  up  gallies,  which  was 

built  by  the  Venetians.     This  city  was  taken  by  the  Turks  under  the  conduft  of  Iffouf 

captain  pafha,  in  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  forty-fix,  after  a  brave  defence  for  fifty. 

feven  days.     It  is  a  neat  town,  the  buildings  being  ahnoft;  all  Venetian  ;  nioft  of  the 

mofques  are  old  churches,  of  which,  together  with  tliecliapels,  there  were  twenty-five  ; 

one  particularly  belonged  to  a  large  convent  of  Francifcans,  and  that  on  an  advanced 

ground  within  the  caftle  feeins  to  have  been  the  cathedral  called  faint  Mary's.     All  the 

Turks  who  are  inhabitants  of  the  city,   belong  to  one  or  other  of  the  bodies  of  the 

foldiery,    and    thofe    fit    to  bear    arms    are    about   three  thoufand  ;   there  are   three 

hundred  Giw-ek  families  in  the  town,   and  only  four   or  five  Armenians,  and  about 

fifty  families  of  Jews.     The  paflia  of  the  province   of  Canea  refides  here,  who  is  the 

head  of  the  famous  family  of  the  Cuperlis,  whofe  grandfather  took  the  city  of  Candia  ; 

this  pafha  is  the  general  that  retook  Nilla  ;  and  fome  fay,  that  the  caufe  oi'  his  difgrace 

was  his  cutting  off  fo  many  Greek  villages  in  the  neighbourhood  of  that  city,  by  which 

the  lands  were  left  uncultivated  ;  but  that  he  alledged  in  his  defence,  that  he  aded 

according  to  his  orders.     The  people   of  this  city  are  very  much  inclined   to  arms,. 

and  had  fitted  out   this  fummer   two  galliots,   each   manned  with    fixty    perfons,  to 

cruife  for  Neapolitans,  or  any  other  enemies  ;  they  were  artacked,  as  they  fay,  by  the 

Venetians  ;  one  of  them  was  taken,  and  all  the  men  cut  to  pieces  ;   it  is  thought  that 

the  Venetians  meeting  them  beyond  a  certain  place,  w'lich  1/y  a  late  treaty  of  peace 

between  the  Ottoman  Port  and  that  Rcpublick,  they  ought  not  to  have  paffed,  was 

the  reafon  of  their  falling  on  theni  ;  ho\\ever,  it  caufetl  a  tumult  in  Canea,  particularly 

a^ainlt  the  French,  wlio  had  given  them  certificates  of  their  being  Caneotes  ;   fo  that 

many  of  that  nation  fled  to  Retimo  ;  fome   took  (helter  in  the  Englifh  conful's  houfe, 

and  none  of  them  dared  to  appear  for  i'ome  time.     The  confuls  general,  both  of  the 

Englifh  and  French  refide  here,  though  the  latter  have  a  conful  both  at  Candia  and 

Retimo,  but  the  Englilh  have  only  a  droggerman  at  thofe  places,  wiio  does  the  office  of 

a  conful.      The   F.nglilh   having  very    little  trade   this  way,  the  conful's  is  the  only 

Fnglifh  houfe  on  the  illand,  but  the  French  merchants  are  numerous ;  the  chief  trade 

confifts  in  fending  oil  of  olives  to  France,  to  make  foap,  and  for  working  their  cloths ; 

they  export  alio  a   fmall  quantity  of  filk,  wax  and  .horsey,  into  the  Archipelago,  and 

wine  to  all  parts  of  the  Levant,  wiiich  is  very  ftrong  and  cheap;  it  is  fent  mollly  from 

the  city  of  Candia;  the  comc-ron  fort  is  red;  but  about    Retimo  they    make  a  fine 

Mufcadine  wine  ;  they  export   raifins,  figs,  and  aln'.onds  to  many  purts ;  Englifli  fiiips 

fometimes  carry  oil  from  Candia,  both  to  Hamburg  and  to  London.     The  capuchins  of 

the  million  have  a  fmall  convent  here,  and  are  Ghaplaius  to  the  French  nation  *.. 

On. 

*  Towanls  the  foath-fiJo  of  the  wcltcrn  part  nf  the  iHand,  there  is  a  chain  of  high  innunf.iins.  wiiKli, 
from  their  ajipeaiKu;  white,  clpccially  at  the  well-end,  were  ca'.lej  by  the  anti^'iili  Leiu  i.  4Strab.i  fiys 
th':y  extended  in  Iciigtli  thirty-levci  rnihrs  and  a  half;  tlie  northern  part  of  thofe  inoimtains  are  c:i!h-d 
Oniala,  and  the  foiith  parts  arc  called  the  mountains  of  Sfachia.  Froil;  theft-  nitnintains  two  lower  ridgi'3 
cf  hills  extend  to  the  ncrth,  which  malcc  two  pomts,  one  calird  Cape  tij  ado,  the  old  promontory  Piacnni  ; 
the  others  whi'  !i  make  Cape  Buz),  are  called  the  monntaina  of  Grahn/i-,  and  forinBily  it  was  called  the 
promontory  of  Corycns  Tnefe  heads  of  land  arc  about  t\'0  leagues  apart;  the  lornier  fecms  to  be  that 
part  of  the  white  mountains,  which  were  called  Diotynnxus  ;  and  the  great  monnlains  runninir  ia(l 
and  well  might  be  dillinguiflied  by  the  name  of  Cadiilus  ;  for  fo  the  aniients  divided  thefe  nioiintaina 
tailed  Lcnci.  'ID  the  north  of  thefe  monntaini  there  aie  many  rocky  lulls  thai  cjnnot  be  ciiliivatiti,. 
which  fori  of  hills  ihc  Greeks  call  by  a  general  name  Madaraj  which  ij  the  reafon  why  a  ccrlaiu  iravdier 
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On  the  thirJ  of  September  I  fet  out  with  the  Englifli  conful  and  the  hlfhop  cf 
Chifanio,  to  fee  t!ie  weflern  parts  of  the  illand.  Half  a  mile  to  tlie  \vc(l  of  Canea  1 
fawafnvall  flat  ifland,  about  half  a  mile  in  circumference,  called  Lazaretto,  which  is  the 
.place  where  they  ufually  performed  quarantine  in  the  time  of  the  Venetians  ;  but  now 
all  the  buildings  are  dcltroycd,  and  the  illand  is  defolate ;  about  the  middle,  between 
the  two  points,  and  about  half  a  mile  from  the  land,  is  the  high  ifland  of  faint  Theodoro, 
fo  called  from  a  chapel  which  was  formerly  on  it,  dedicated  to  thai  faint ;  it  is  half  a  mile 
Ion!;,  and  about  a  furlong  broad.  The  Venetians  had  a  fmall  caftle  there,  which  the 
Turks  battered  from  a  high  ground  on  the  ifland  of  Candia,  where  there  are  flill  fome 
remains  of  the  works  which  they  raifed  ;  this  place  is  now  uninhabited.  •  Oppofite 
to  this  iiland  the  river  Platania  falls  into  the  fca,  fo  called  from  the  great  number  of 
plane-trees  which  grow  about  it ;  they  are  very  high,  and  make  a  moll  beautiful  grove ; 
vines  are  planted  at  the  bottom  of  them,  which  twine  about  the  trees,  tuul  are  left  to 
grow  naturallv  without  pruning  ;  and  being  backward,  by  reafon  of  the  fliady  fituation, 
do  not  ripen  till  the  vintage  is  part; ;  they  hang  on  the  trees  till  Chriltnras,  and  bring  in  a 
very  confiderable  revenue.  We  flopped  a  while  at  this  delighful  place,  and  then  travelled 
about  tAvo  hours  and  a  half  to  the  bed  of  a  winter  torrent,  which,  1  luppofe,  is  that 
called  Tauroniti  in  Roman's  map  ;  it  is  the  bounds  between  the  Caflellate  of  Canea 
and  Chifamo.  We  came  to  the  weftern  corner  of  the  bay  of  Canea,  and  crofTed  the 
bed  of  a  winter  torrent  called  Speleion,  and  went  two  miles  northwards  to  a  very 
pleafant  village  of  that  name,  which  is  fo  called  from  a  large  grotto  in  that  part.  We 
here  went  to  the  houfe  of  the  bifliop  of  Chifamo's  brother  ;  from  this  place  we  made 
excurfions  to  fee  the  antiquities,  and  whatever  is  curious  in  this  part  of  the  ifland.  At 
the  fouth-weft  corner  of  the  bay  of  Canea  there  is  a  convent  called  Gcnia,  regularly 
built  after  the  Venetian  manner,  but  has  only  a  ground  floor  ;  they  have  a  very  hand- 
fome  refeftory,  and  a  neat  church  in  the  middle  of  the  court;  the  convent  holds 
feveral  lands  of  the  Grand  Signior,  paying  him  the  feventh  part  according  to  cuftom  ; 
there  are  ten  prielts,  and  fifty  caloyers,  or  lay  brothers,  belonging  to  it ;  over  it,  on  the 
fide  of  the  hill,  is  the  old  convent,  which  confifls  only  of  a  fmall  church  and  four  or 
five  rooms ;  but  it  is  a  delightful  place  on  account  of  its  profpeft,  and  the  ftreams  of 
water  that  run  down  the  hill  through  the  gardens. 

On  the  eail-fide  of  cape  Spada  before  mentioned,  towards  the  north-end,  there  is  a 
very  fmall  bay,  v/hich  is  only  large  enough  to  receive  great  boats  ;  there  are  ruins  of  a 
fraall  town  about  it,  which  they  call  Magnes  and  Magnia  after  the  Italian  pronunciation. 
This  muft  be  Dictanmum,  or  Dictynna  of  Ptolemy,  which  he  places  in  the  fame  degree 
of  latitude  as  the  promontory  Piacum.  It  is  probable  that  this  place  was  fo  called 
from  the  nymph  Diftynna,  and  pofTibly  it  was  the  fceneof  her  hiftory  ;  the  mountains 
that  make  this  cape,  and  flretch  away  fouthwards  to  the  hills  called  Omala,  had  the 
name  of  mount  Diftynnaeus  ;  it  is  faid  that  this  nymph,  who  was  alfo  called  Britomartis, 
invented  hunting  nets,  and  was  the  companion  of  Diana  ;  that  JSlinos  being  in  love  with 
her,  file  th/ew  herfelf  ofi"  from  the  rocks  to  avoid  him,  or,  as  Callimachus  fays  *,  fhe 

feyB  the  mouniains  called  Leuci  arc  the  mountains  now  called  Madara.  On  the  top  of  the  mountains  of 
Omala  'here  is  a  roir  d  valley,  funk  in,  like  the  hafnn  of  a  lake,  and  is  called  Omala,  without  doubt  f:cm 
the  Greek  vord.  whicH  fignific.-  plain,  and  from  this  the  mountains  muft  alfo  have  had  tlieir  name  j  this 
probably  is  *iiat  in  Hcman's  map  is  called  Lago  Omalo  ;  for  in  winter  the  water  makis  iitt  r  ponds  in 
feveral  hollows  of  the  plain  which  is  a  padurage  for  fheep;  and  the  people  fay  that  a  certain  herb 
grow»  there,  out  oi  which  they  affirm  that  Rold  may  be  extraiSed,  and  that  the  fheep  feeding  on  it,  that 
prcci.-us  meta!  gives  a  yellow  luftre  to  their  teeth,  as  it  is  faid  a  certain  plant  does  in  the  Tirol.  The  north 
|>art  coivCfts  uf  many  plea  an*  narrotv  vales  between  thofe  hills. 
•  Stwboj  x.p.  471. 
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threw herfclf  into  the  fifliing  ncts[A.V.Tuy,1,  from  which  flie  was  called  DI6lynna;  though 
it  is  a  more  probable  account  that  this  name  was  derived  from  her  invention  of  hunting 
nets.  They  have  a  tradition  of  fomcthing  of  this  nature,  but  they  tell  it  with  this 
dilFerence,  that  being  wooed  by  a  great  pcrfon,  in  order  to  avoid  his  folicitations,  flie 
conibntcd,  on  condition  that  he  would  take  her  away  in  a  chariot  ;  that  for  this  pur- 
pofe  he  made  a  paved  way,  of  which  there  are  ftill  fome  remains,  but  that  (lie  fled 
away  in  a  boat  with  another  pierfon,  on  whom  Oie  had  before  fet  her  alfeclinns ;  they 
fay  (he  was  called  Magnia,  and  that  from  her  the  city  received  its  name.  The  antient 
remains  of  this  place  are  chiefly  on  a  fmall  height  over  the  weft  end  of  the  bay,  and  on 
each  fidi.'  of  two  rivulets,  which  meet  jufl:  before  they  fall  into  the  fea  ;  moll  of  them 
are  roughly  built  of  the  grey  marble  of  the  mountains  which  are  on  each  fide ;  one 
building  refembles  a  church,  and  has  fome  antient  brick  work  about  it.  On  a  height 
to  the  fouth  of  the  bay,  there  are  fome  pieces  of  grey  marble  columns,  and  four  oblong 
fquare  cifterns  funk  into  the  ground  and  contiguous,  as  if  they  had  been  under  fom*:: 
great  building.  I  obferved  that  in  the  middle  they  were  funk  lower,  like  fquare  wells, 
and  lined  with  brick,  with  a  deiign,  I  fuppofe,  to  receive  a  greater  quantity  of  water  ; 
and  below  thefe  on  the  fide  of  the  hill  towards  the  town,  there  are  remains  in  fome  of 
the  walls  of  earthern  pipes,  by  which  one  may  fuppofe  the  water  was  conveyed  down 
from  the  ciftcrn,  the  torrents  below  being  dry  in  fummer.  Among  thefe  ruins,  which 
were  probably  an  antient  temple,  I  faw  a  fine  pedeftal  of  grey  marble  three  feet  fquare  ; 
it  had  a  feftoon  on  each  fide,  and  againft  the  middle  of  each  feftoon  there  was  a  relief 
of  Pan  ftanding,  the  whole  was  finely  executed;  it  is  probable  that  this  was  either  an 
altar,  or  the  pedeftal  of  a  ftatue  erected  to  that  deity  in  this  temple,  which  probably  was 
dedicated  to  the  nymph  Diclynna  ;  Strabo  *  mentions  the  Dictynnean  temple  in  this 
place.  Some  years  ago  they  found  a  ftatue  here  of  white  alabafter,  but  having  a  notion 
that  fuch  pieces  of  antiquity  contain  gold  in  them,  the  fifliermen  broke  it  to  pieces  ;  I 
brought  away  a  foot  of  it,  which  fliews  very  diftindly  all  the  parts  of  the  antient  fandal. 

We  went  on  weftward  from  this  place,  and  came  to  the  river  Nopeia  on  the  weft 
fide  of  the  hills  which  make  this  cape ;  it  falls  into  the  fea  at  the  corner  of  the  bay  ; 
over  this  river  on  an  advanced  rock,  there  are  ruins  of  a  houfe  and  chapel  called  Nopeia  ; 
about  them  are  the  remains  of  a  flrong-built  wall  five  feet  thick,  as  if  it  had  been 
part  of  a  fortified  caftle. 

Near  the  welt  corner  of  the  bay  was  the  port  and  town  of  Cyfamus,  now  called 
Chifamo  ;  it  was  the  port  of  the  antient  city  Aptera,  which  is  about  five  miles  diftant 
to  the  fouth-fouth-eaft;  the  port  was  a  fmall  bafon  within  the  land,  which  is  now 
almoft  filled  up  ;  it  was  defended  from  the  north  winds  by  a  pier  made  of  large  loofe 
ftones,  not  laid  in  any  order.  Along  the  fliore,  to  the  weft  of  the  port  of  Chyfamo,  there 
are  foundations  of  fome  confiderable  buildings,  w  hich  might  be  warehoufes  ;  a  fmall 
rivulet  runs  into  the  fea  at  this  ])ort ;  and  ealt  of  it  the  antient  Cyfanius  feems  to  have 
Itood  ;  a  city  of  no  finall  extent,  as  one  may  judge  by  feveral  heaps  of  ruins  about  the 
fields  ;  but  there  are  no  figns  of  the  walls  of  the  city  ;  it  is  a  bifliop's  lee,  though 
there  are  no  remains  or  tradition  of  any  cathedral  here.  The  Turks  who  inhabit  the 
place  live  in  a  caftle,  and  in  a  finall  village  or  town  walled  round  adjoining  to  it,  both 
which  together  are  not  above  half  a  mile  in  circumference  ;  as  they  are  fo  near  the  fea, 
tliey  would  not  be  fecure  from  the  Corfairs  without  this  defence.  At  the  end  of  Cape 
Euzo  there  is  a  finall  uninhabited  ifland,  now  called  Gralnifa  Agria  [Wild  GrabufaJ 
and  by  titrabo  Ciniiu-us.     Cape  Buzo,  is  the  old  promontory  of  Corycus  j  it  is  made 

•  Strabo  X.  p.  471. 
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by  the  mountains  now  called  Grabufe ;  the  ifland  appears  as  if  it  was  the  end  of  the 
cape.  A  little  to  the  weft  of  the  cape  is  the  inaiul  and  fortrefs  of  Grabufa  ;  it  is  a 
modern  fortification,  built  by  the  Venetians,  and  was  betrayed  to  the  Turks  by  fome 
officers  in  it,  in  one  thouland  fix  hundred  and  ninety-one,  which  was  about  a  year 
before  the  dcfcent  of  Mocenigo  on  this  ifland.  It  is  now  a  garrifon  of  about  a  thoufand 
Tin-ks,  who  were  fuch  bad  neighbours  that  the  whole  promontory  is  now  uninhabited. 
Ptolemy  mentions  the  city  nf  Corcyrus  here,  of  which  I  could  not  learn  that  there  are 
any  remains,  there  being  only  a  fmall  ruined  convent  of  St.  George,  and  two  churches 
on  this  protnontory  •.  I  faw  from  a  height  the  high  ifland  Siniglufe  or  Cenaotto,  which 
i«  the  old  -^.gilia,  and  I  was  told  that  there  is  another  between  it  and  Candia  called 
Pondelonis. 

I  travelled  through  the  inland  part  of  the  ifland  as  well  as  by  the  fea  fide ;  it 
appears  from  Peutinger's  tables,  that  there  was  a  road  along  the  middle  of  the  ifland 
wliich  led  to  Gortynia,  and  going  northwards  to  Cnolfus,  came  to  the  fea  at  Crefonefl'o, 
and  then  went  eaft  foutii  eaft  to  Hiera. 

Aptera  was  about  five  miles  from  the  port  of  Cliifamo  ;  it  was  fituated  on  a  high 
hill  in  a  mountainous  country,  and  is  called  (as  all  ruined  cities  are  in  this  ifland) 
Paliocafl;ro.  The  walls  of  the  city  and  caftle  are  feven  feet  thick,  and  it  mud  have 
been  a  place  of  very  great  ftrength  ;  it  is  faid  to  have  been  built  by  Apteras  king  of 
Crete,  and  was  ten  miles  from  Cydonia.  I  procured  here  a  very  antient  bas  relief, 
it  is  one  foot  nine  inches  long,  and  thirteen  inches  wide ;  the  largeft  figures  are  eleven 
inches  long  ;  it  feems  to  be  a  fepulchral  monument,  and  fhews  fomething  of  the  antient 
drefs.  The  famous  trial  of  mufick  between  the  Mufes  and  the  Syrtns,  in  which  the 
latter  were  vanquilhed,  and  loft  their  wings,  is  faid  to  have  been  in  a  field  at  the  foot 
of  this  hill  t. 

Another  inhmd  town  was  Artacina,  which  might  have  been  at  a  place  now  called 
Rocca,  though  Ptolemy  places  it  more  to  the  fouth  ;  it  is  a  fmall  high  rocky  hill,  on 
the  top  of  which  are  the  remains  of  fome  buildings  ;  there  are  about  three  or  four 
rooms,  which  the  people  fay  belonged  to  the  antient  Greeks,  and  they  have  fome  fables 
relating  to  it  of  a  giant  whom  they  call  lenes.  At  this  and  the  neighbouring  moun- 
tains there  are  churches  in  grots  dedicated  to  that  St.  Anthony,  who  was  the  founder 
of  the  monaftic  life.  To  the  weft  of  this  place  there  is  a  river  called  Tiphlose  ;  and  I 
fuppofe  it  might  derive  its  name  from  fome  place  near  the  rife  of  it ;  for  among  the 

*  The  other  plaAs  mentioned  by  Ptolemy,  at  the  wpft  end  of  Crete,  are  Phalarna,  the  Phalafarnc  or 
Pliny  and  I'halafarna  of  Strabo,  which  might  be  at  S.  Chir-ilaniin  Homan's  map,  where  he  makes  a  litlle 
bay  /hrltered  by  a  roik;  the  next  place  is  Rhamnus  port,  which  Ptolemy  places  ten  miles  farther  fouth, 
and  mipht  be  at  the  mouth  of  Roman's  river  Sfinari ;  if  in  Ptolemy  the  degree  of  34.  36.  be  corretled  to 
34.  26.  then  Cherfonefus  may  be  fuppofed  to  have  been  four  miles  farther  to  the  fouth,  and  agrees  with  the 
fuuation  of  Keronifi,  which  is  on  a  point  of  land  fetting  out  into  the  fea  ;  and  doubtk-fs  this  Htuation  was 
the  reafon  of  its  antient  name.  I  could  not  hear  of  any  ruins  there,  but  find  it  was  a  billiop's  fee,  by  ar». 
account  1  have  by  maof  the  antient  bidioprlcks  of  this  ifland,  which  beginning  from  the  eall,  Cherfonenfis 
IS  mentioned  a.-,  the  lad,  and  conTequently  the  mofl  weftern  diocefe.  According  to  the  above  emendation, 
Inachorius  was  fixteen  miles  fouth  of  this,  probably  in  the  bay  which  is  made  by  cape  Crio,  the  old  pro- 
montory  Crumetopon,  which  Ptolemy  puts  down  ten  miles  farther  fouth.  As  I  could  get  no  other  informa- 
tions concerning  thefe  places,  fo  I  went  no  farther  that  way.  Strabo  obrcrves,  that  the  ifland  was  twenty- 
five  miles  l(road  at  the  weft  end,  and  Ptolemy  makes  it  thirty. 

t  Pclyrrhenia  was  another  inland  citjr  five  miles  more  fouth  than  Aptera,  and  according  to  Ptolemy 
forty  minutes  of  longitude  more  to  the  weft,  which  feems  too  much  ;  it  was  feven  miles  and  a  half  from 
Phalafaroa,  and  four  miles  and  three  quarters  from  the  wellein  fea,  as  I  fuppofe  it  mull  be  meant  ;  fo  that 
probably  Khamnus  was  its  port  ;  the  Polyrrhenii  were  to  the  weft  of  the  Cydoniatx  ;  they  had  in  their  city 
a  temple  to  Dictynna  :  at  fiift  they  lived  in  villages,  but  when  foine  Achxansand  Lacedsmonians  came  to 
live  with  them,  they  fortified  a  place  of  ftrong  fituation,  which  was  called  Polyrrhenia.  Strabfl,  x.  p.  479- 
!4-  bilhoprics 
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bifhoprics  one  is  called  Tcphilienfis.  About  a  league  to  the  north  eafl  of  Rocca  is  a 
village  called  Epifcope,  where  there  is  a  church  Hill  entire,  and  the  bifhop  of  Chifamo 
thinks  that  it  is  his  cathedral ;  it  is  a  round  building,  covered  with  a  dome,  and  is 
about  twenty  feet  in  diameter  ;  it  is  paved  with  Mofaic,  and  dedicated  to  St.  Michael  the 
archangel.  At  the  eaft  end  are  the  remains  of  the  bilhop's  throne,  and  in  the  portico 
there  is  a  very  paiticular  vafe,  which  probably  ferved  for  a  font ;  at  each  end  there  is 
a  feat,  in  which,  they  fay,  the  bifhop  and  prieft  fat  when  the  bilhop  performed  the 
ceremony  of  wafliing  the  feet  of  the  priefts*.  In  my  return,  going  along  by  the  river 
Platania  to  the  north  eaft,  I  came  to  a  pleafant  village  called  Kirtomado,  which  is 
amongft  the  hills  of  Omalo. 

About  five  miles  to  the  fouth  fouth  weft  of  Canea,  there  is  a  hill  among  the  mountains, 
on  which  there  are  fome  ruins  ;  I  conjecture  that  this  hill  is  mount  Tityrus,  on  which, 
according  to  Strabo  f,  the  city  of  Cydonia  feems  to  have  been  fituated  |  ;  the  hill  on 
which  it  ftood  is  bounded  by  a  deep  valley  to  the  eaft,  the  higheft  part  is  directly  over 
this  valley  extending  from  eaft  to  weft,  and  is  fo  narrow,  that  in  moft  parts  there  is 
only  room  for  the  wall  with  its  turrets,  which  ends  to  the  eaft  at  a  precipice,  and  to 
the  weft  is  carried  dow  n  the  Iteep  hill,  fo  as  to  hinder  any  paflage  into  the  to^^'n  on  the 
fouth  fide ;  in  one  part  there  is  a  room,  which  is  twelve  feet  broad  within,  and  thirty 
feet  long,  and  poflibly  might  ferve  as  a  tower  of  defence ;  at  the  weft  end  of  it  there  is 
a  hole  down  to  a  ciftern,  which  is  hollowed  into  the  rock.  The  defcent  on  the  north 
fide  is  formed  in  terraces,  and  there  are  feveral  level  fpots  on  which  the  city  feems  to 
have  been  built,  and  I  faw  figns  of  the  tool  about  the  rocks  ;  the  north  and  eaft  fides 
of  the  hill  arc  inacceflible  precipices.  The  weft  fide,  on  which  there  is  the  eafieft  afcent, 
was  defended  by  the  caftle,  which  is  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  circumference,  and  is 
huilt  with  fquare  turrets  ;  it  is  not  very  much  to  be  wondered  at  that  no  other  ruins 
Ihould  be  feen  here,  as  they  would,  without  doubt,  carry  the  ftones  from  this  place 
to  build  the  city  of  Canea,  which  is  but  five  miles  diftant,  whereas  the  quarries  are 
ten  miles  from  that  city.  Near  this  place,  about  four  miles  from  Canea,  there  is  a 
fine  ruinous  Venetian  houfe,  which  belonged  to  the  family  of  Viari ;  it  is  on  the  fide  of 
a  hill,  and  delightfully  fituated  both  on  account  of  the  water  and  profpefl; ;  a  larre 
ftream  flows  out  of  the  rock  in  a  grotto  near  this  place,  and  is  conveyed  by  an  aquedutt 
on  the  ground  to  Canea.  A  little  nearer  the  town  is  the  convent  called  the  Little 
'trinity  belonging  to  mount  Sinai,  which  is  the  Englifh  burial  place.  Having  vifited 
all  thefe  places  I  returned  to  Canea. 

•  This  church  being  among  the  hHls,  which  they  call  MaJara,  made  mc  cbnjefture  tliat  the  hifhopvic 
called  Matrehenfis  might  be  here,  llie  dioccfe  ot"  wliicb  might  be  to  the  weil  v{  Tcphilienfis,  this  bi.ui"' 
incntioncd  a*  the  lall  tc  tiic  weft,  except  two,  ami  the  other  the  lall  but  one  ;  and  the  dioccle  called  Cher- 
fonenfis  might  be  fouth  of  Tcphilienfis,  confilling  of  the  callellate  of  Silino  ;  and  tlicfc  three  make  up  the 
prefent  diocrfe  of  Chifamo. 

Another  inland  town  is  Lappa,  nine  miles  from  Cifamosin  the  Tables,  and  according  to  Ptolemy,  nine 
miles  more  to  the  north  tlian  Artaeina,  if  the  Tables  arc  right,  though  Ptolemy  is  roiltaken  in  the  longi- 
tilde  ;  this  might  be  cither  about  Sp'-lra,  to  the  fouth  of  Gonia  co:i\ciitj  or  it  might  be  on  the  li'.'cr  Pia- 
tania,  though  that  is  rather  too  far  from  Cliifamo.  f   Stiabo,  k    p.  479. 

i  It  may  be  interpreieil  that  mount  Titynis  is  a  hill  of  the  tenitor)-  of  Cv donia  ;  there  was  on  this  hill 
a  temple  to  Dictyniia;  for  Strabo  adJs  Cydonia  is  fituated  towards  the  fea  ten  miles  from.Aplera,  and 
five  from  the  lea,  and  indeed  in  a  llr.ut  line  iliey  arc  not  above  ten  miles  diftsnt  ;  but  Ptolemy,  who  is  fo 
cxaiSt  as  to  place  Apttra  among  the  inland  towns,  which  is  not  fo  far  from  the  fea,  placer  Cydonia  among 
the  niantime  places  of  Crete  to  the  north  ;  but  ipne  may  rather  fuppofe  him  to  be  miftaken  than  Strabo, 
who  gives  fo  particular  a  dclrription  of  this  place,  and  of  all  others  in  the  ifland.  If  this  place  was  not 
Cydonia,  it  would  agree  beil  with  the  fitjation  <if  Lappa  ;  I  rather  fuppofe  it  t»  he  Cydonia,  as  there  are 
■HI  fignj  of  antiquity  about  Canea,  and  what  remains  lieic  lliews  it  to  be  no  inconfi  Itmble  place. 

4  -'l    2  CH.il». 
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Ch.M'.  IV.  —  Of  Corlynid,  and  fame  other  plates  towards  the  fouth part  cjthcijland. 

ON  the  fevcnteenth  of  Augufl;  I  fet  out  from  Canea  vvitli  dcfign  to  make  a  tour 
rouiiil  the  illaiid,  liaving  the  conful's  janizary  and  a  candiote  with  me  *.  We  went 
by  Pctiiocallro  to  the  niiJJlc  parts  of  the  ifland,  came  into  tlie  province  of  Retimn, 
and  lay  the  firft:  niglu  at  Armiro  in  a  kane,  where  there  is  a  caflle  garrifoned  by  jani- 
zaries, who  are  under  a  /.idar  ;  the  defign  of  them  is  to  be  a  defence  againft  the 
Coifairs,  though  the  phice  is  at  a  confiderable  didancc  from  the  fea  ;  beyond  tlie 
caflle  th.ere  are  two  fjirings  of  ill  tafted  fait  water.  On  the  eighteenth  we  went  to  ;i 
village  called  Aios  Conftantinos,  and  a  mile  further  to  Ruflico ;  we  went  on  to  the 
villages  of  Spele,  where  there  is  a  confiderable  river,  which  I  fuppofe  to  be  the  river 
Mafalia  of  Ptolemy.  We  continued  on  between  the  mountains  in  very  bad  flony 
roads,  and  came  at  night  to  a  village  and  rivulet  called  Creobrifi  [The  Cold  Foun- 
tain3  ;  this  and  fome  other  ftreanis  empty  themfelves  into  tlie  fea  at  an  opening  be- 
tween the  mountains,  and,  I  fuppofe,  make  tliat  river,  which  Homan  diflinguifhes 
only  by  the  name  of  Potamos ;  probably  Pfychium  of  Ptolemy  was  fituated  either 
here  or  at  the  next  river  Vifari  or  Piatis,  four  miles  to  the  eafl,  called  by  Homan,  Ga- 
ligni ;  this  place  was  fifteen  minutes  to  the  eafl  of  the  river  Mafalia.  About  three 
miles  beyond  the  river  Vifari  we  paffed  the  mountains,  and  came  into  a  fine  plain  ;  the 
mount.iin  on  the  north  is  called  Kedrose,  and  is  the  antient  Kentros  ;  but  on  the  fouth, 
next  to  this  plain,  it  is  called  Mount  Melabis.  To  the  north  of  mount  Kedrose  is  the 
famous  mount  Ida,  in  the  middle  and  broadefl  part  of  the  ifland,  which  is  from  Me- 
labis to  the  mountains  of  Strongyle,  that  make  cape  Saffofo  of  Homan,  and  was  the 
old  promontory  Dion  between  Candia  and  Retimo.  This  plain,  which  is  about  two 
leagues  wide,  uretches  from  the  fouth  weft  to  the  north  eaft  for  feveral  miles  to  the 
mountains  of  Seethe,  or  SItia,  the  antient  mount  Ditle ;  and  at  the  fouth  end  of  it 
there  is  a  large  bay,  in  which  there  are  two  high  rocky  iflands  already  mentioned,  which 
are  divided  from  one  another  by  a  very  narrow  paffage,  and  both  together  extend  for 
about  two  miles,  and  are  a  furlong  broad  ;  they  are  called  Cabra  by  mariners,  and  by 
the  Greeks  Piiximades :  the  larger  probably  is  Lctoa  of  Ptolemy,  which  might  have 
its  nam.e  from  the  river  Letha;us  that  falls  iii  here  f. 

•  There  runs  a  confiderable  dream  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  vale  of  Spele ;  it  is  called  Mega  Potamo, 
■which  1  take  to  be  the  river  Mafalia  of  Ptolemy,  fifteen  minutes  to  the  eail  of  Phoenix,  which,  correfting 
the  lonj;itiide  of  Fhccnix  port  to  53.  15,  was  five  minutes  to  the  eaft  of  that  port,  which,  on  this  emenda- 
tion, being  in  the  fame  longitude  as  the  promontory  HeiTnea,  might  be  a  port  at  the  cape  which  is  to  the 
weft  of  the  caftle  of  Sfachia,  if  not  that  very  port  itfelf.  Strabo  alfo  mentions  Phcciiix  Lanipeo,  a  place 
•n  this  fea,  on  what  he  calls  the  Illhmus,  or  neck  of  land,  twelve  miles  and  a  half  bioad.  The  place  at 
this  ifthmus,  on  the  northern  fea,  was  a  village  called  Amphalia,  which  muft  have  been  at  the  'Salines 
on  the  bay  of  Suda,  where,'from  »oiint  Ida,  I  obferved  the  ifland  was  very  narrow.  This  is  the  Phenice  in 
A  As,  xxvii.  II.  where  fome  would  have  wintered,  when  the  fhip  in  which  St.  Paul  was  embarked  loofei 
from  the  Fair  havens. 

The  next  place  mentioned  to  the  eaft  is  Phaicilafium,  about  fifteen  miles  from  the  promontory  Hcrmea, 
which  might  be  P^nta  Placo  in  Roman's  map  ;  and  to  the  eaft  of  it,  I  find,  he  puts  Fenichia  ;  Phacila- 
fium  probably  was  at  the  river  Komelia  in  Roman's  map,  asTarba  might  be  at  the  river  Soglia,  being 
mdeed  placed  only  about  four  miles  to  the  weft  of  it.  Dewit's  map  hai  a  place  called  Tarba,  but  he  puts 
it  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  ifland.  liffus,  the  firll  place  mentioned  by  Ptolemy  on  the  fouth  coaft,  fixteen 
miles  [from  Tarba,  and  four  from  Criumetopon,  might  be  at  the  river  Staururaeiia,  much  about  where  the 
caftle  Seliuo  is.  Lifo  is  placed  in  the  Tables  in  fucli  a  fituation,  probably  by  fome  miftake,  that  it  does 
■ot  agree  with  this  place  ;  but  in  Dewit's  map  the  plains  of  I.ifa  are  put  in  this  part  of  the  i/land. 

f  Homan  places  callle  Sfachia  at  a  groat  diftance  from  thefe  iflands,  though  it  is  not  above  feven  leagues 
to  the  weft  of  them  ;  he  likewife  places  Gozo  very  wrong,  at  the  diftance  of  two  degrees  of  longitude  to 
the  weft,  though  it  is  but  twelve  leagues  weft  fouth  weft  of  it.  Dewit"«  map  i»  the  beft  with  regard  to  the 
ituation  of  the  iflands  fouth  of  Candia. 
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In  the  plain  before  mentioned,  about  ten  miles  from  the  fea,  the  famous  city  of 
Gortynia  was  fituated.  At  the  firfl  entering  into  this  plain  near  the  fea,  on  the  nine- 
teenth, we  crnffed  over  the  bed  of  a  winter  torrent,  called  by  the  natives  Climatiano, 
by  Honian  Tartara;  here  we  entered  into  the  province  ofCandia,  and  the  caftellateof 
Kenurio.  Along  the  middle  of  this  plain,  or  rather  on  the  fouth-eafl  fide  runs  the  river 
called  Jeropotanio  [rnpoTroTJsjao],  or  the  old  river,  as  they  explain  it,  according  to  the 
modern  pronunciation  ;  it  runs  to  the  eaft  of  the  anticnt  Gortynia,  which  might  extend 
to  it,  though  the  principal  ruins  are  above  a  mile  to  the  weft.  One  would  imagine  this 
to  be  the  river  which  Strabo  fays  runs  all  along  the  city,  or  through  it*.  We  went 
to  Tribachi  in  the  middle  of  the  plain,  where  I  faw  the  extraordinary  ceremony  of  a 
Greek  marriage  :  we  croffed  the  plain  near  the  fea,  and  came  to  a  very  fmall  bay,  or 
creek,  to  the  weft  of  the  land  that  makes  the  great  bay  :  this  creek  is  the  old  harbour 
Metallum,  or  Metalia,  now  called  Metala,  which  was  one  of  the  ports  of  Gortynia,  and 
was  fjxteen  miles  and  a  quarter  from  it :  the  bay  is  a  furlong  broad  ;  there  are  two  hills 
over  it  on  each  fide  ;  that  to  the  eafl  has  fome  ruins  on  it,  particularly  of  a  wall,  which 
feems  to  have  encompafled  it,  and  there  is  a  watch  tower  ;  they  now  call  this  Caftro 
Matala,  and  Caftro  Hellenico  [the  Greek  city]  ;  there  are  feverai  large  rooms  cut  into 
the  rock  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  quay,  as  if  dcfigned  for  warehoufes ;  and  at  one 
corner  there  is  a  chapel  partly  built,  and  partly  under  the  rock,  which  is  called 
St.  Mary's  of  Matala  ;  a  caloyer  liv^es  there,  who  belongs  to  a  convent  near.  On  the 
other  fide  the  rock  is  cut  out  into  fepulchral  grots  in  fix  or  feven  ftories,  moft  of  them 
confift  of  two  roomu,  one  within  the  other,  and  a  linaller  room  on  each  fide  of 
the  inner  one,  in  all  which  there  are  femicircular  niches,  which  feem  to  have 
been  dcfigned  for  depofiting  the  dead,  and  I  faw  the  bottoms  of  fome  of  them  hol- 
lowed in  like  graves,  ;md  a  ftone  laid  over  them.  In  fearching  after  Lebena  f  further 
to  the  weft,  I  found  out  a  place  which  I  thought  to  be  of  greater  confequence,  becaufe 
mentioned  in  holy  fcripture,  and  alfo  honoured  by  the  prefence  of  St.  Paul,  that  is  the 
Fair  Havens,  near  unto  the  city  of  L;ifea ;  for  there  is  another  finall  bay  about  two 
leagues  eaft  of  Matala,  which  is  now  called  by  the  Greeks,  The  Good  or  Fair  Havens,. 
[Ai/iKui-Et  xaAaf  |  ;  it  is  about  three  miles  to  the  fouth  of  a  large  convent  called  Panaia 
Kgctria,  but  there  are  no  ruins  nor  marks  of  any  thing  ancient  therej  however,  they  have 

*  Ptolemy  places  the  river  T,etlixus  to  the  weft  of  fcvcral  placen,  tliat  were  farther  to  the  well  than- 
Oortynin,  and  the  month  of  it  thirty-five  minutes  well  of  that  city.  It  is  true  that  a  fmall  llream  called 
Mitnipoliaiios  runs  through  the  village  Metropoli,  wliich  is  one  part  of  the  fite  of  Gorlynia,  and  might 
alio  be  callc'l  Letharus,  it  falls  into  the  river  railed  Jeropatamo*  :  but  it  is  more  probable,  that  this  liver 
Lcthxus  is  mifplaced  in  Ptolemy,  than  that  Strabo  (liould  mention  the  name  of  fo  fmall  a  rivulet,  and 
not  take  any  uotiee  of  the  great  river  which  runs  through  the  plaiji,  and  was  very  near  Gortynia,  if  that 
city  did  not  extend  to  it. 

f  I  found  myfilf  mifled  by  Ptolemy  to  fearch  for  JLcbcna,  the  other  port  of  Gortynia  further  to  the 
raft  ;  for  Metalia  being  to  the  fouth-foulh-caft  of  Gortynia  and  futeen  miles  and  a  quarter  from  it,  and 
Gortynia  being  but  eleven  miles  and  a  ciuarterfrom  the  lea.  and  from  T.ebena,  according  to  Strabo  Lebiria 
could  not  be  farther  eaft,  but  mull  have  been  where  the  fea  approaches  neareft  to  Govtynisi  confequiully 
foniewhtfre  in  the  bay  at  which  the  plain  ends,  and  probably  41  the  mouth  of  the  old  liver  ;  they  told  me 
there  was  formerly  a  town  about  a  c.iIHe  nenr  it,  wliich  they  now  call  Moiirlella.  The  Tables  alio  place 
l.ebcna  twelve  miles  from  Gortynia,  which  confirms  Strabo's  authoriiv,  who  was  will  acquainted  wilh 
Crete.  I  (hoidd  have  thought  that  Leon  promontorv,  which  Ptolemy  places  in  the  f.inic  longitude  as 
l.cbena,  was  the  point  at  Matala,  and  that  both  might  be  well  corre<li\ed  to  "jy.  20;  and  the  river  Le- 
ihxus  to  54.  16.  and  th«Mi  as  to  the  other  places  I'tolemy  may  be  corictted  in  this  manner,  as  to  the  order 
and  the  longitudes  :  Lethxus  54.  16  ;  Lcbona  54.  16;  l,eon  promoniory  54.10;  Met. ilia  54.50  ;  Cataradus 
river  54.  /jo.  which  piobably  is  the  river  Luzuro  in  1  loinan  ;  ''Ut  if  that  geograplier  has  reafon  for  calling  a 
point  of  land  much  further  welt  than  Matala  cape  Leonda,  thaticems  to  be  tlie  poiitt,  which  in  failing  by  it 
we  took  to  be  four  cr  five  leagues  to  the  well  of  what  I  found  afterwards  to  be  MalaU  ;  then  Leon  pro- 
montory ought  to  be  put  after  Miitaliij  witli  the  longiluJe  which  I'toicmy  gives  it  nine  minutes  weft  of 
tlie  river  Cataradus. 

a  tradition 
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a  tradition  that  Saint  Paul  Hailed  from  that  place,  and  though  there  is  a  tradition 
that  Saint  Paul  was  about  Hierapetra,  yet  I  fhould  imagine  that  this  has  more 
the  appearance  of  truth,  efpecially  as  the  Tables  place  Lifia,  which  mufi;  be  Lafea, 
fixteen  miles  from  Gortynia,  which  probably  was  to  the  north  of  the  Fair  Havens,  and 
north  north-eail  of  Matala  *.     From  Matala  we  travelled  to  the  north-eaft  to  a  (mail 

village, 

•  I  do  not  find  that  Lifia  is  mentioned  by  any  anthors  under  this  name  ;  but  Strabo  fpeaks  of  Prafuf 
at  near  tlie  Lcbciiii,  and  as  t\reiily  two  miles  from  Gortynia  ;  fo  tliat  it  is  very  probable  that  Prafus  and 
l.afea  were  the  fame  city,  where  there  was  a  temple  to  Jupiter  Dictxus  ;  for  Phxiius  was  ikltroyed  about 
this  time,  which  mud  have  been  near  Lebciia,  five  miles  to  the  north-weft  of  Metallum,  and  feven  miles 
and  a  half  to  the  fouth-caft  of  Gortynia,  the  rival  i;ity  that  deftroycd  it,  and  two  miles  and  a  half  from 
the  fea,  and  does  not  lo  well  agree  with  the  diltance  of  Lifia  in  the  Tables,  thouc;h  indeed  Strabo  fays, 
that  the  Hierapytnii  had  dellroyed  Prafus.  The  poet  Epimenides  was  a  native  of  Plixllus,  who  gave  that 
character  of  the  Cretans,  which  is  quoted  by  St.  Paul.  The  next  place  mentioned  by  Ptolemy,  after  the 
river  Cataraftus,  is  Iiiatus,  about  ten  miles  more  to  (he  eall,  which  might  be  at  the  river  Coudre,  where 
Homan  has  a  place  callrd  Lilina.  The  Tables  place  Inato  thirty-two  miles  from  Hiera,  which  was  an  is- 
land town,  and  gives  title  to  a  bifhop,  who  relidcs  at  Hierapetra,  and  probably  it  was  where  Epifcopi  it 
placed  ill  the  map  ;  ten  miles  more  caftward  is  Hieronoros,  and  about  five  miles  call  of  it  Hierapetra,  and 
five  further  the  promontory  Eiylhrxum.  About  the  point  which  1  took  to  be  this  promontory  a  town 
was  feen,  which  we  judged  to  be  Hierapetra,  there  being  a  large  opening  between  the  mountains  to  the 
mirth  of  it;  this  cape  is  five  miles  well  of  Hierapetra.  To  the  fouth-eall  of  that  city  we  failed  by  the 
iflands  GaidurognifTa,  called  by  mariners  Calderoni ;  they  are  two  leagues  fiom  the  land,  the  larger  is  about 
two  miles  long;  half  a  furlong  call  of  it  is  the  other,  about  half  a  mile  in  circumference;  and  two  leagues 
to  the  cad  there  is  a  point  called  I'V  Homan  Santi  Ponta,  which  we  judged  to  be  eight  leagues  to  the  eaft 
of  the  laft  point,  which  Homan  calls  Leomla,  and  mud  be  Ptolemy's  promontory  Erj-thrxum,  which  he 
places  five  miles  cad  of  Hierapetra,  which  is  the  fame  as  Hicrapytiia,  and  is  called  alfo  by  Ptolemy  Hie- 
rapoli'-.  Ptolemy  mention?  only  two  more  places  on  the  fouth  of  Crete,  the  fird  is  Ampelus,  ten  miles 
ead  of  cap.'  Eryihraum  :  this  I  take  to  be  a  little  to  the  eall  of  the  ifland  Chriftiana,  where  we  faw  a 
port,  and  judged  there  was  a  town,  or  village,  opening  to  the  wed  of  a  fmall  point,  which  is  what  Homan 
calls  cape  Stomachri  Giallo.  We  had  a  plain  view  of  the  three  ifiands  of  Chrldiana,  the  largeft  is  about  a 
league  in  extent  every  way  :  to  the  fouth  of  it  arc  two  verj-  fmall  ones.  The  lad  place  on  the  fouth  is 
the  city  Itanus,  ten  minutes  more  to  the  cad,  and  only  ten  to  the  wed  of  Samonium  promontory,  now 
called  cape  Salomone.  Homan,  who  doubtlefs  mud  have  had  his  inftruftions  from  fome  Venetian  charts, 
fecms  to  have  laid  down  thefe  places  very  exaftly  as  lo  their  didances,  though  as  to  the  bearing  of  the 
ifland,  he  diapes  it  in  fuch  a  manner  here  that  thefe  places  are  rather  to  the  ead,  than  to  the  fouth  fide  of 
Candia;  he  puts  the  rocks  or  ifles  Cavallus  and  Farioni  to  the  weft  of  capeXacro,  and  placing  the  river 
Xacro  to  the  north-cad  of  it,  he  calls  it  the  promontory  of  Itanum,  and  a  little  beyond  it  to  the  north- 
ead  he  puts  down  Palio  Cadro,  or  the  old  citv,  where  doubtlefs  there  are  ruins  of  the  aiitient  city  Inatus. 
If  cape  Salomone  were  brought  out  further  ead,  as  it  ousjht  to  be,  Homan's  map  would  agree  very  well 
v»ith  Ptolemy's  eaft  end  of  Crete.  He  puts  the  port  hnj  cave  Minoa  eleven  miles  louth,  and'thirty  minutcj 
weft  of  the  rape,  which  probably  was  at  Porto  Schigma,  and  if  that  bay  fet  m  a  little  more  to  the  fouth, 
the  latitude  would  agree  better.  He  places  Camara  ten  minutes  more  to  the  wed,  and  five  minute? 
further  north  ;  1  (hould  have  inclined  to  have  fixed  it  to  point  Trachila,  if  there  were  not  a  Paliocaftro  in 
the  bay  to  the  north  weft  of  it,  which  bay  might  be  five  miles  more  north  than  that  in  which  Minoa  is  ; 
for  the  ruins  of  an  anlient  city  there,  are  :i  great  argument  in  favour  of  this  fitnation  ;  we  may  fnppofe  it 
was  m  the  fouth  corner  of  the  bay,  and  that  Ohis  was  between  it  and  Clurfonefus,  which  is  in  the  middle 
of  th..t  bay,  as  Homan  makes  a  peninfula  there  ;  and  the  longitude  and  latitude  ot  Olus  ought  to  be 
correiHed  thus,  55  5.  ^^.  20  The  laft  place  to  the  eall  promontory  Zephyrinum  is  (lainly  cape  Sidero. 
Straho  lays,  th;it  frum  iMinoa  of  the  Lychi  to  Hierapyin.i,  from  one  fea  to  the  oihir,  it  was  only  feven 
miles  aiid  a  half:  this  Minoa  mud  have  been  another  place  of  that  name,  at  the  bottom  of  the  gulf  of 
Mirabello.  On  the  north  part  of  Crete  Ptolemy's  longitudes  aic  fo  falfe,  that  they  are  not  to  be  regarded, 
for  he  makes  but  one  dei-ree  and  fifteen  minutes  of  longituile  from  the  promontory  Zephyiinum  to 
Rhitymna,  though  it  is  two  thirds  of  the  idand,  and  it  is  computed  lo  be  fixty  miles  only  from  Retimo 
to  Candia,  though,  doubtlefs,  the  miks  are  very  ihort.  The  account  of  Ptolemy  alfo  feems  to  he  imper- 
fect ;  for  the  Hrit  place  he  mentions  is  Heraclea,  which  was  the  port  of  Cnoftus,  to  ihe  cad  of  which  was 
theifonelus,  the  port  ot  Lyilus  ;  which  was  fixteen  miljs  from  Cnon"us,  and  s  now  tailed  Cherroneio  ;  it 
IS  a  .ilhop's  fee,  wlure  there  are  fome  luins,  and  here  was  a  temple  to  Britomartis,  or  Dictviina.  The 
1  ables  make  11  tixtecn  miles  to  Li,-,um,  probably  Lidus  ;  but  if  a  place  called  Toxida,  where  the.e  are 
rums,  lour  miles  lo  the  eaft  ofCamha,  be  Licius,  which  is  two  houis  from  Cherronefo,  it  ought  to  be 
rather  pui  fix  miles;  Arcade  is  fn:  teen  miles  further,  from  that  place  to  Blenna  tnirty,  and  to  Hieratwenty, 
and  lo  ends  the  northern  rout  of  theTables  from  Gortynia;  there  being  another  more  Lo  the  louth  from  Kieia 
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Tillage,  PanaicaSaius;  here  we  found  the  fardar  aga  of  that  caflcllate,  who  was  very 
civil ;  but  a  janizary  that  was  with  him,  afked  who  we  were,  demanded  a  paffport,  and 
not  having  one  with  us,  he  threatened  to  detain  us,  but  at  hit  peniitted  us  to  o-q  on, 
and  we  ftaid  that  night  at  a  large  convent  near.  ^ 

On  the  twentieth  we  went  to  Metropoli,  at  the  fouth  end  of  the  ruins  of  the  anticnt 
city  Gortynia,  which  was  firft  built  by  Taurus  king  of  Crete.     The  old   river  beforv.- 
mentioned,  fuppofed  to  be  the  river  Lethseus,  is  a  mile  and  a  half  to  the  fouth-eaft 
towards  the  other  fide  of  the  plain  ;  and  it  is  probable  that  the  great  city  of  Gortynia 
extended  to  it._    Homer  mentions  it  as  a  walled  city  ;  but  the  walls  were  afterwards  de- 
ftroyed  :  the  circumference  of  the  old  city,  according  to  Strabo,  feems  to  have  been  fix 
miles  and  a  quarter;  but  it  appears  to  have  encreafed   very  greatly;    for  Ptolemy 
Philopater  begiiming  to  build  walls  round  it,  did  not  complete  his  defign,  and  yet  be 
built  walls  that  extended  eleven  miles  and  a  quarter.     All  over  the  fields  towards  the 
river  there  are  heaps  of  (lone  ;   the  fouth-wcft  part  of  the  city  feems  to  have  extended 
but  little  farther  than  the  river  Metropolianos,  which  runs  on  the  outfide  of  Metropoli ; 
it  ftretched  to  the  north-eafl  as  far  as  the  village  Aioufdeka,  being  about  two  miles  in 
breadth,and  computing  that  it  extended  two  miles  to  the  river  from  the  foot  of  the  hills, 
which  are  north-weft  of  it ;   this  makes  the  circumference  but  eight  miles ;   fo  that  it 
is  very  probable  that  tiie  city  ftretched  away  towards  the  river,  as  the  moft  commodious 
fituation  by  reafon  of  the  water  ;  it  might  alfo  extend  up  the  fide  of  the  hills,  and  to 
add  to  its  ftrength,  the  walls  might  be  built  along  the  top  of  the  lower  hills ;  for  as  I 
ihal!  obferve,  there  are  fome  ruins  now  feen  upon  a  hill  to  the  fouth-weft  of  the  rivulet 
Metropolianos.     To  the  north  of  the  village  Metropoli,  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  rivulet, 
and  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  is  the  antient  metropolitan  church  of  Titus,  who,  it  is  faid, 
was  the  firft  archbiihop  of  Crete,  fettled  here  by  St.  Paul,  who  in  his  epiflle  to  him, 
tells  him,  "  That  he  left  him  in  Crete  ;   that  he  fliould  fet  in  order  the  things  that  were 
wanting,  and  ordain  elders  in  every  city."     I  fliall  fpeak  of  this  building  m  its  proper 
place.     The  principal  ruins  of  the  city  extend  for  about  a  mile  to  the  eaft  of  the  church 
towards  Aioufdeka.     The  neareft  ruin  to  that  village  is  a  building  which  was  doubtlefs 
cither  a  theatre  or  amphitheatre,  but  it  is  almoft  entirely  deftroyed  ;  it  was  cafed  with 
large  brick,  the  walls  are  four  feet  thick,  and  it  was  about  a  hundred  and  fifty  feet  in 
diameter  in  the  area  within.     The  arches  on  which  the  feats  were  built  are  twenty-two 
feet   dei'p  and  fourteen  broad  ;   there  is  another  wall  ten  feet  more  to  the  weft,  and 
there  feem  to  have  been  two  fquare  towers,  as  if  defigned  for  ftair-cafes ;  but  I  cannot 
certainly  fay  whether  there  were  any  arches  on  this  fide  ;   it  does  not  appear  that  there 
were  towers  in  any  other  parts :  as  the  building  is  not  large,  I  am  inclined  to  think 
that  it  was  a  theatre.     The  common  people  call  it  a  caftle,  and  lay  that   all  thefe 
buildings  are  the  work  of  one  whom  they  call  Antipata  Ovechios,  who,  they  fay,  was  a 
king.     Further  welt  towards  Metropoli   there  are  ruins  of  a  very  grand  building,  the 
front  of  which  to  the  eaft  is  almoft  entire,  and   the  walls  of  it  are  feven  feet  \hick, 
caicd  on  both  lides  with  fine  brick  ;  aiul  in  order  to  bind  the  walls,  there  are  laveis 
oi  large  bricks  two  feet  fix  inches  long,   one  foot  two  inches  broad,  and  two  inches 
thick,  at  the  iliftance  of  every  four  feet.     The  door  in  the  middle,  which  was  built  with 
hewn  ftone,  feems  to  have  been  arched,  but  the  Itoncs  arc  taken  awav,  and  it  meafures 
twenty-five  feet  two  inches  in  breadth,  and  the  wall  on  each  fide  is  iortv  feet  ia  front, 

to  Gortynia,  in  which  there  are  fomc  omifTions,  Inalo  only  being  mcnti.)iicil  in  it.  S»rabb  compute*  Liftin 
to  ho  only  tf  11  miles  trom  the  fea,  and  tifleeii  from  CnofTiis  ;  it  was  one  of  the  fl.Mirilhinj}  cities,  wbeiv 
LnolTiu  loll  Its  privileges,  befoa-  the  tijiic  of  tjuaba;  but  altcrwaras,  as  he  obfcrvcs,  Cnoffus  recovered  it» 
•nUcBt  dignity. 
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fo  that  the  extent  of  the  whole  front  is  one  hundred  and  fcven  feet.  On  each  fiJff 
of  the  entrance  there  are  two  pedellals  of  marble,  which  feeni  to  have  been  defigned  to 
place  fome  flatues  on.  Going  from  this  place  weflward  toward  the  antient  cathedral 
church,  I  faw  two  fine  pillars  of  grey  ,c;ranite  laying  on  the  ground,  which  were  iavo 
feet  in  diameter  ;  we  then  came  to  a  (Irong  building,  about  thirty  feet  fquare.  Further 
on  IS  a  round  building  on  an  advanced  ground,  which  is  ninety  feet  in  diameter :  the 
vails  are  nine  feet  thick,  cafed  on  the  outfide  with  brick  ;  there  are  apartments  all 
round  live  feet  broad,  and  feventecn  feet  long,  which  might  be  for  fome  ufes  of  the 
temple,  and  within  there  were  fliallow  niches  four  feet  ten  inches  wide,  probably  as 
many  as  there  were  apartments  without ;  this  building  feems  to  have  been  a  temple. 
Beyond  this,  towards  the  north,  are  ruins  of  another  large  building,  and  fouth  of  that 
remains  of  an  ill-built  aqueduct,  which  conveyed  the  water  from  the  hills,  and  I  fup- 
polc,  it  was  brought  along  the  fide  of  them  from  a  fpring,  which  is  two  miles  to  the 
fouth-weft,  in  the  way  to  what  tliey  call  the  labyrinth.  Where  this  aqueduct  ends, 
there  are  remains  of  fome  very  confiderable  building,  which  probably  was  a  prjctorium, 
where  they  held  their  public  aflemblies ;  for  on  the  flones  that  lie  on  the  ground  there 
are  feveral  defaced  infcriptions,  to  the  honour  of  the  magHfrates  :  from  fome  pcdeflals 
that  remain  I  could  fee  there  had  been  eight  columns,  which  probably  were  the  re- 
mains of  a  portico  round  the  building,  the  entrance  feemed  to  have  been  to  the  fouth- 
weft  ;  and  the  pedeftals  that  remained  on  the  north-wefl  were  probably  the  portico 
on  that  fide  of  the  building.  Going  on  towards  the  church,  I  found  an  imperfect  Greek 
infcription  well  cut  on  a  marble  ftone,  in  which  I  faw  mention  made  of  an  archbilhop; 
near  it  are  the  foundations  of  a  building,  ending  Uke  the  Greek  churches  in  a  femi- 
circle;  and  very  near  the  metropolitan  church  there  are  feveral  pieces  of  marble  entabla- 
tures and  columns ;  and  on  the  other  fide  of  the  rivulet  there  are  fome  ruins  ncir  to 
the  fouth-well  corner  of  the  cathedral,  which  may  be  remains  of  the  archbifhop's  houfe. 
The  antient  cathedral  is  on  the  north  fide  of  the  ftream  Metropolianos  that  runs  hj 
the  village  of  Metropoli,  which  is  at  the  diftance  of  half  a  mile  from  the  church,  and 
is  doubtlefs  the  quarter  which  belonged  to  the  church  in  the  firll  ages  of  Chriftianity. 
It  is  with  great  reafon  fuppofed  that  Titus  refided  here,  and  that  this  church  was  after- 
wards dedicated  to  him  ;  it  is  above  a  hundred  feet  long,  and  fifty  broad ;  the  eaft 
part  is  almofl  entire,  and  fliews  that  it  has  been  a  noble  fabric  ;  the  walls  are  three  feet 
and  a  half  thick:  I  obferved  in  the  walls  one  tier  of  the  ftones  laid  flat,  and  another 
fet  up  an  end  alternately,  after  the  very  antient  manner  of  cafing  with  hewn  ftone.  On. 
the  eaft  end  within  there  are  fome  Greek  letters  round  a  fquare  ftone,  and  two  defaced 
infcriptions  on  the  outfide  of  the  walls  to  the  north  ;  there  appears  to  have  been  a 
portico  before  it.  The  rivulet  waflies  the  foot  of  a  hill,  on  which  there  are  the  founda- 
tions of  many  walls  like  fortifications,  and  the  ruins  of  fome  building  on  the  top  of  the 
hill,  where  there  is  a  chapel  to  St.  John  Baptift :  this  probably  was  the  citadel,  and 
here  might  be  the  temple  of  Diana,  a  place  of  fecurity,  where' Hannibal  depofited  his 
.vafes  of  lead,  as  if  they  were  full  of  money,  and  left  carelefsly  in  his  lioufe  fome  brafs 
ftatues,  which  he  filled  with  his  gold  ;  and  thus  the  cunning  general  defended  himfelf 
againft  the  avarice  of  the  Cretans,  who  guarded  the  temple  more  againft  Ilanniini,  than 
to  fecure  the  imaginary  treafure  from  robbers.  Going  about  a  mile  further  to  the 
fouth-weft,  we  afcended  the  hills,  and  came  near  the  top  of  them,  to  what  ij  called  the 
labyrinth  ;  though  that  famous  building,  fo  renowned  in  hiftory,  was  at  Cnoflus,  and 
no  remains  of  it  were  to  be  feen  in  the  time  of  Pliny.  This  place  is  nothing  more  than 
the  quarry,  out  of  which  the  city  of  Gortynia  was  built,  for  though  they  had  rocky  hills 
clufe  to  the  city,  yet  doubtlefs  the  quality  of  this  vein  of  free-ftone,  -n\  hich  is  very  good, 
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arid  runs  large,  determined  them  to  bring  their  ftone  from  this  place,  though  it  is  a 
league  from  the  town  ;  and  they  niig*ht  choofe  to  hollow  out  fuch  a  large  grotto,  rather 
than  work  this  quarry  in  the  common  way,  that  their  famihes  might  retire  to  it 
on  any  invafion,  and  fecure  their  riches.  The  firft  part  of  this  paflage  is  broad, 
and  it  divides  afterwards  into  feveral  ways  ;  I  went  to  the  end  of  all  of  them  ;  the 
alleys  are  from  ten  to  twenty  feet  wide,  and  about  eight  feet  high,  and  the  fraall 
floncs  that  are  not  fit  for  ufe,  are  piled  up  on  each  fide ;  from  the  principal  walk  one 
enters  by  a  narrow  hole  to  an  alley,  which  foon  leads  to  two  or  three  ways,  that  meet 
at  the  further  end,  where  I  faw  the  mod  curious  thing  in  it,  which  is  a  fmall  circular 
room,  about  twenty  feet  high,  terminating  above  like  a  cupola,  from  all  p^irts  of  which 
the  water  is  continually  diftilling  :  in  returning,  the  great  difficulty  confifls  in  taking 
care  to  avoid  going  back  again  into  one  of  thefe  ways,  for  which  purpofe  a  little 
obfervation  of  the  place  is  neceffary.  It  is  probable  that  there  were  many  other  entrances 
into  the  quarry,  which  are  now  flopped  up,  and  efpecially  at  the  further  end,  where 
the  greateft  quantity  of  ftone  feems  to  have  been  dug ;  they  had,  without  doubt, 
machines  for  the  eaiy  conveying  of  the  ftone  along  the  fides  of  the  hills  down  to 
Gortynia;  this  quarry  refembles  thofe  near  Paris,  and  at  mount  Aventine  in  Rome, 
though  it  is  rather  inferior  to  them.  To  the  ibuth  of  this  grottj  there  is  a  round  pointed 
hill,  towards  the  top  of  which  is  a  village  called  Sitout  Caftelli  [the  Jews  Caftle],  be- 
caufe  fome  Jews  lived  there  in  the  time  of  the  Venetians,  or  as  ethers  fay,  were  fent 
there  by  them  :  oppofite  to  this  in  the  plain  is  the  village  of  Caftelli,  where  I  faw  in  the 
houfe  of  the  defcendants  of  Signor  Hieronymos  a  relief  of  the  head  of  a  goat,  with  a 
feftoon  hanging  fi'om  each  horn ;  it  is  indeed  well  done,  and  is  mentioned  by  Tourne- 
fort ;  but  it  is  only  the  corner  of  a  broken  marble  coflin,  for  I  faw  one  of  the  fame 
kind  at  Aioufdeka,  with  heads  in  relief  over  the  feftoons,  and  the  goat's  head  at 
the  corners. 

It  is  faid  that  Agamemnon,  having  been  driven  by  a  ftorm  to  Crete,  built  three  cities 
in  this  iflc,  two  of  which  he  named  from  his  country,  and  one  in  memory  of  his  vidlory  : 
the  names  of  the  cities  were  Mycenje,  Tegea,  and  Pergamus.  I  could  learn  nothing  of 
thefe  places  ;  but  I  fee  in  Dewit's  map  caftle  Pergamo  to  the  fouth-eaft  of  the  labyrinth, 
and  to  the  north-eaft  of  Matala  ;  and  about  tliat  place  I  fee  Pirgo  in  Homan,  but  that 
may  be  only  a  general  name  for  any  tower,  fo  that  it  is  uncertain  whether  Pergamus 
was  in  th.cfe  parts.  However  it  is  faid,  that  the  Pergameans  ufed  to  fliew  the  tomb  of 
I-ycurgus,  who,  according  to  common  hiftory,  having  obliged  the  Lacedaemonians  by 
oath  to  obferve  his  laws  till  his  return,  came  to  Crete,  and,  as  fome  fay,  liilled  himfelf, 
or  more  probably  did  not  return  home,  but  remained  there  to  the  time  of  his  death. 
After  I  had  fccn  this  quarry,  and  all  the  antiquities  of  the  place,  I  went  out  to  copy  fome 
infcriptions,  but  the  janizary  not  being  with  mc,  the  Turks  gathered  about,  and  infulted 
me  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  I  was  obliged  to  give  over  my  bufinefs  till  the  janizary 
returned. 

Chat.  V.  —  Of  Tcm'mos^  Cnojfus,  and  Candia. 

WE  left  Gortynia  in  the  evening,  and  travelled  fome  miles  to  the  farm  houfe  of  a 
convent,  and  on  the  twenty-fecond  we  went  twelve  miles  to  the  large  convent  of  faint 
George  Panofity,  fituated  in  a  very  retired  place;  it  is  irregularly  built,  but  in  the  middle 
of  it  there  is  a  beautiful  fmall  church  with  a  fine  front  of  Italian  architcfture;  they  pre- 
tend to  have  a  hand  of  Saint  George  here. 

VOL.  X.  41  Twelve 
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Twelve  miles  to  the  fouth-eaft  of  Candia  we  came  to  a  village  on  a  hill  called  Teminos, 
which  gives  name  to  a  caftellate,  it  is  about  eight  miles  from  Gortynia :  when  we  went 
firft  to  the  prieft's  lioufe  in  this  place,  they  faid  he  was  not  at  home,  which  is  a  method 
they  take  to  avoid  being  troubled  with  foldiers,  and  the  people  of  the  palha  ;  but  when 
thev  knew  who  we  were,  he  foon  appeared,  and  we  found  them  to  be  the  befl:  fort  of 
people  we  had  met  with  in  all  the  iiland.  To  the  call  of  the  village  the  hill  rifes  up  in 
a  rocky  point,  which  is  of  white  marble  ;  this  height  has  been  fortilied  on  the  weft  fide 
with  no  lefs  than  three  walls  one  over  another  ;  on  each  fide  of  it  there  is  a  defcent  to 
a  jilain  fpot,  where  there  has  been  a  town,  which  was  probably  of  tho  middle  ages,  as 
there  are  three  or  four  churches  ftlll  remahiing  ;  this  part  was  walled  round  likewife, 
but  all  the  walls  both  of  tliis  and  the  caftle  are  built  of  rough  marble,  and  with  little 
art,  excepting  fome  part  of  an  old  town  wall,  which  is  without  the  other  wall  to  the 
north  of  the  fuppolod  city  ;  this  appeared  to  be  very  firmly  built,  and  to  have  in  it  a 
mixture  of  antient  brick,  as  alfo  a  fmall  building  near  a  church  about  half  way  up  the 
well  fide  of  the  hill,  both  which  I  look  on  as  marks  that  it  was  an  antient  town ; 
tiie  people  fay  that  Minos  lived  on  this  hill ;  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  it  is  Panona  of 
Ptolemy,  which  he  places  twenty  miles  north  of  Gortynia,  though  the  longitudes  of 
both  ought  to  be  corrected  ;  Iloman  does  indeed  put  Panon  as  a  village  a  league  or 
two  north  of  Temini.  From  this  place  we  went  on  to  Candia,  and  from  that  city  to 
CnolTus,  a  league  to  the  eafl-fouth-eaft.  A  caftellate  in  this  province  of  Candia  is  called 
Cnoflbu  from  this  place  :  the  fpot  where  the  fmall  remains  of  old  Cnoffus  are,  is  now 
called  Candake,  doubtlefs  from  the  trenches  which  the  Turks  made  there  round  their 
camp,  that  being  the  meaning  of  the  word  in  modern  Greek ;  it  is  a  level  fpot  of 
ground  of  a  fmall  extent,  encompafied  with  low  hills  ;  to  the  fouth  of  it  there  is  an 
eminence,  on  the  top  of  which  is  a  village  called  Enadieh :  the  Turks  bombarded 
Candia  from  this  fpot,  being  encamped  on  the  fite  of  the  antient  Cnofl'us  ;  it  is  probable 
this  hill  was  part  of  the  antient  city,  and  that  the  fortrcfs  was  built  on  it,  for  the  plain 
is  not  four  miles  in  circumference.  Strabo  defcribes  this  place  as  five  ftadia  diftant 
from  the  fea  ;  between  which  and  the  city  there  is  a  rifing  ground,  and  two  little  hills 
on  it,  appearing  at  a  diftance  like  barrows  ;  on  the  eaft  fide  there  is  the  bed  of  a  winter 
torrent,  which  may  be  the  river  Ceratus  that  ran  by  the  city,  from  which,  in  very 
antient  times,  it  had  its  name  :  this  city  was  twenty-five  miles  from  Gortynia,  and  is 
famous  for  having  been  the  refidence  of  king  Minos,  where  he  had  his  palace :  the 
labyrinth  alfo  was  here,  concerning  which  there  are  fo  many  fables  ;  but  even  in  the 
time  of  Pliny  there  were  no  remains  of  it :  this  city  was  a  Roman  colony  ;  Heraclea  was 
its  port ;  but  in  the  time  of  Minos,  Amnifo  was  ufed  as  its  harbour,  where  there  was  a 
temple  to  Lucina,  which  poflibly  might  be  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Cartero  nearer 
Candia,  where  Homan  has  a  place  called  Animos.  I  lake  the  torrent  eaft  of  Cnofius 
to  be  that  which  is  called  Curnos  by  this  geographer.  Cnoflus  was  alfo  famous  for  its 
bows  and  arrows,  and  for  a  dexterous  ufe  of  that  fort  of  arms.  There  ai'e  fome  little 
remains  of  the  walls,  efpecially  to  the  north,  which  fliew  its  extent  that  way  ;  and 
there  are  four  or  five  heaps  of  ruins  about  the  Uttle  plain,  but  there  is  only  one  which 
can  give  an  idea  of  what  it  was,  and  it  would  even  be  difticult  to  determine  for  what 
ule  this  was  intended  ;  it  is  an  oblong  fquare  fabric  of  rough  ftone,  but  fcems  to  have 
been  cafed  either  with  hewn  ftone  or  brick  ;  to  the  north  there  are  fifteen  arches,  which 
arc  fix  feet  wide;  there  are  the  fame  number  of  arches  on  the  fouth  fide,  which  are 
about  eighteen  feet  deep,  like  the  arches  on  which  the  feats  of  theatres  are  built  ;  the 
fpace  within  the  building  is  about  forty-five  feet  wide.     About  a  quarter  of  a  mile  to 
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the  well;  of  the  town  there  is  a  building  near  the  road,\vl.ich  is  ten  feet  fquare  within ; 
the  walls  are  fix  feet  thick,  and  cafrd  with  brick  iufidc  and  out ;  it  feems  to  have  been 
fome  anticnt  fepulchre  ;  the  people  fay  it  is  the  tomb  of  Caiaphas  ;  and  the  moil  modcfi; 
account  they  give  of  it  is,  that  he  landed  at  this  place,  where  he  died  and  w;is  buiied, 
that  his  body  being  found  above  ground,  they  buried  it  ag-ain,  which  happened  feven 
.  times,  and  at  lafl  the)'  built  tl.is  ftrong  fabric  over  it,  which,  they  fay,  prevented  its 
rifing  again,  to  which  they  add  many  other  circumitances  equally  ridiculous.  I  mention 
this  only  to  (hew  that  the  people  of  Crete  have  now  as  great  a  genius  for  inventing  and 
fpreading  fables,  as  they  had  in  the  times  of  Paganifm.  It  is  faid  that  feveral  thoufand 
Venetians  falKina;  out  to  attack  the  Turks  on  the  hill  of  Enxdieh,  v/ere  repuifcd  with  a 
great  flaughier  n  the  \  a.\\<  y  to  the  well  of  it,  a  panic  having  feizcd  them  on  the  accidental 
blowing  up  of  fome  gunpDwder. 

About  four  leagues  to  the  fouth-eafl  of  Cnoflus  is  mount  Joukta,  v/hich  is  the  name 
of  Jupiter  in  the  modern  Greek  ;  they  call  him  the  god  of  the  Greeks,  ajid  fay,  that 
the  antients  called  him  Dia.  They  relate  that  there  was  a  temple  dedicated  to  him  on 
this  hill,  which  was  much  reforted  to  by  the  heathens,  and  it  has  been  faid  that  Jupiter's 
tomb  was  there ;  they  have  now  no  tradition  that  his  fepulchre  was  at  Cnoffus,  as  was 
affirmed  in  the  lafl:  century  ;  but,  tliey  f  ly,  that  he  was  buried  in  a  grot  on  Mount  Ida, 
and  that  there  comes  out  of  it  fuch  a  wind  that  no  one  can  enter  it ;  but  among  people 
of  fuch  genius  for  invention,  there  have  not  of  late  yeai-s  been  wanting  thofe  who  would 
fix  all  particulars  of  antient  hiflory  to  certain  places. 

Many  have  thou;:;ht  that  Heraclea,  which  was  the  port  of  CnolTus,  was  fituatcJ 
where  the  .town  of  Candia  now  (lands,  and  I  faw  many  fepulciu'al  grots  on  the  eaffc 
fide  of  a  mountain  torrent,  which  is  to  the  eafl  of  Candia,  called  in  Homan's  map 
Cazaban.  The  fituations  given  by  Ptolemy  in  this  part  rather  caufe  confufion  than 
help  to  the  difcovery  of  places;  others  have  thought  Candia  to  be  Cy  tecum  of  Ptolemy, 
though  doubtlefs  the  former  is  more  probable. 

The  town  of  Candia  is  fituatod  in  a  plain  country  on  the  eafl  fiJc  of  a  large  bay, 
having  to  the  welt  of  it  a  broad  chain  of  hills,  which  are  called  Strongyle,  and  make  a 
point  out  into  the  fea,  which  is  the  Capo  Salfofo  of  Homan,  and  muft  be  the  pro- 
montory autiently  called  Dion.  Thefe  mountains,  'together  with  the  eaflern  parts  of 
mount  Ida,  and  the  higher  hills  towards  the  plain  of  MefTares,  in  which  Gortvnia 
Hands,  make  a  fort  of  a  feniicircle,  which  opens  to  the  north  :  this  country  confifls 
mollly  of  final  1  fiuitful  hills,  which  produce  great  quantities  of  excellent  wines,  but 
it  is  a  level  country  on  the  bay.  Oppofite  to  Candia  is  the  uninhabited  ifle  of  Dia, 
which  is  faid  to  have  its  name  from  Jupiter  ;  it  is  called  Standia  by  Europeans ;  there 
are  three  good  ports  to  the  fouth  of  it,  where  the  fhips  of  the  Maltefe,  as  well  as  others, 
ufually  anchored  during  the  fiege  of  Candia.  The  city  of  Candia,  before  it  was  for- 
tified bv  the  Venetians,  was  but  a  fmall  town,  encompailing  its  port,  and  extended, 
as  it  is  faid,  by  Tramata  gate  from  the  north,  to  Sabionera  gate  on  the  eall.  Tlie 
prefent  city,  which  is  of  a  femicircle  figure,  and  very  flrongly  fortified,  may  be  about 
four  miles  in  circumference,  though  tlicy  affirm  that  it  is  twice  as  much.  Tlie  city  w;\s 
taken  by  the  1  urks  in  One  thoufand  tix  hundred  fixty-nine,  after  a  ficge  and  blockade 
of  twenty-three  years  ;  the  Venetians  having  loll  thirty  thoufand  nie;i  in  the  fiege, 
and  the  Turks  fcventy  thoufand.  In  the  year  One  thoufmd  fix  hundred  fixtv-fovcn, 
twiiity  thoufand  Turks  and  tliree  thoufand  Venetians  were  killed  ;  five  hundred  mines 
were  blown  up ;  there  were  eighteen  combats  in  the  under  ground  works  ;  the 
bt'ficged  made  feventeen  fallies  ;  and  the  city  was  aflaultcd  two  and  tl)irtv  times ;  fo 
that  it  is  defervedly  reckoned  one  of  the  moll  famous  fieges  recorded  iu  hiltory.     There 
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are  in  Candia  fix  thoufand  men  belonging  to  the  fix  bodies  of  the  Turkifh  foldiery,  but 
thofe  include  all  the  T^urks  who  are  fit  to  bear  arms  ;  for  they  all  belong  to  fome 
military  body ;  they  have  about  fourteen  mofques,  fix  or  feven  of  which  were 
churches.  There  are  fome  famihes  of  Armenians,  who  have  a  church  ;  the  Greeks 
likewife  have  a  church  belonging  -to  the  convent  of  mount  Sinai,  and  another  at  the 
houfe  of  the  metropolitan.  The  capuchins  have  a  fmall  convent  and  chapel  for  the 
conful  and  French  merchants,  and  the  Jews  a  fynagogue.  The  city  is  well  built, 
though  fome  parts  of  it  near  the  ramparts  lie  wiifte ;  the  ftreets  are  broad  and  hand- 
fome,  and  the  fliops  built  after  the  Venetian  manner.  A  wall  is  flauding  of  the  ancient 
palace  of  the  governors,  and  in  the  piazza  there  is  a  fine  fountain  of  the  work  of  Vin- 
cenzo  ;  the  lower  bafin  is  adorned  with  excellent  bafs  reliefs  ;  the  upper  bafin  is  fup- 
ported  by  four  lions,  and  had  in  the  middle  a  fine  ftatue  by  the  fame  hand,  which 
the  Turks  deftroyed.  The  entrance  of  the  port  is  narrow  and  difficult,  having  only 
nine  feet  water,  and  there  is  but  fifteen  within,  but  there  is  a  good  road  without  the 
bafin ;  there  are  feveral  fine  arfenals  about  it  which  are  arched  over,  in  order  to  build 
or  lay  up  fhips  or  galcotes,  though  many  of  them  have  been  deftroyed ;  the  port  is 
made  by  two  points  of  rocks  that  run  out  into  thefea  on  the  caft,  weft,  and  part  of  the 
north  fide,  on  which  walls  have  been  built,  and  the  port  is  defended  by  a  ftrong 
caftle.  I  had  defigned  to  have  gone  further  to  the  eaft,  at  leaft  as  far  as  Cerronefo, 
but  they  advifed  me  againft  it,  as  the  people  in  thofe  parts  are  very  fufpicious  of  all 
Europeans,  on  account  of  their  being  fo  frequently  dilturbed  by  the  Corfairs. 

Chap.  Yi.  —  Of  mount  Ida,  and  Retimo. 

WE  fet  out  from  Candia  on  the  twenty-fourth  *,  and  travelling  to  the  weft,  went 
over  the  mount  Strongyle,  and  laid  in  a  kane  at  a  village  called  Damartal.  On  the 
twenty-fifth  we  came  into  a  pleafant  country  full  of  fmall  hills  covered  with  oak,  olives, 

*  Continuing  along  the  coaft  from  Canilia,  to  the  weft  of  the  cily  there  is  a  river  called  Jefir  ;  Ptolemy- 
puts  Panormus  after  Hcraclium,  but  I  have  rcafon  to  believe  that  it  was  well  of  Dion  promontory,  fo 
making  that  amendment,  and  conetUng  the  longitudes  without  altering  the  order  of  the  places,  the  firft 
place  is  Cytium,  the  latitude  of  which  and  of  Heraclea  ought  to  be  rather  3  j  :  10.  as  being  more  fouth 
than  the  cape ;  this  town  might  be  in  a  little  bay  to  the  weft  of  the  great  bay  of  Candia,  where  Homan 
places  Pahocaftro.  What  he  calls  cape  SafTofo,  andDeLifle,  as  well  as  the  inhabitants,  the  cape  of  the 
Crofs,  is  the  old  Dion  promontory.  Here  the  road  is  over  high  mountains  called  Strong)le.  On  the  eaft 
fide  is  the  high  mountain  of  the  Crofs,  where  there  was  a  church  of  that  name ;  and  to  the  weft  the  moun- 
tains are  called  Val  Monaftere,  from  a  fmall  convent.  As  Ptolemy  is  very  faulty  in  the  north  part  of 
Candia,  till  he  comes  to  Rhitymna,  I  have  on  the  obfen.ations  I  could  make  correfteJ  him  thus  ;  Heraclium 
54-  30-  35=  "^-  Cytxum54:  so.  35:  10.  Dion  Promont.  54 :  10.  35:  15.  Panormus  53  :  45. 
35:  10.  Pantomatrium  53 :  35.  35:  6.  RhitymnnaJ3:  30,35.  The  firft  place  which  I  put  weft  of 
the  cape  is  Panormuj,  becaufe  near  the  caftle  of  Milopotaiiio  (which  gives  name  to  a  calkllate  here)  Homan 
places  Panormo,  and  calls  a  mountain  by  that  name.  This  place  I  take  to  have  been  on  a  fmall  bay, 
which  is  called  Aftomia.  To  the  fouth  of  this  place  about  eight  miles,  there  is  a  large  pi.  afant  village 
called  Magarites,  which  feems  to  have  given  title  to  the  bifhoprick  called  Margaricenfis  ;  fouth  of  this 
village  about  a  mile,  and  ealb  of  the  deep  valley  that  extends  towards  the  fea,  I  faw  an  old  tower  at  a  dif- 
tancc,  and  enquiring  about  it,  thoy  told  me,  it  was  a  work  of  the  antient  Greeks,  and  they  call  it  now 
Teleutcrna,  fo  that  without  doubt  the  antient  Eleutherae  or  Eleuterna  was  fituated  here,  and'Subrita  niuft 
have  been  fomewhcre  under  the  mountains  towards  Retimo.  To  return  to  the  fea  ;  four  miles  further  to 
the  weft  was  Pantomatrium  ;  this  feems  to  be  a  place  about  a  mile  north  of  the  convent  of  Arfani,  on  the 
river  Stavromene,  which  runs  near  the  convent  of  Arcadi ;  the  place  is  row  called  Airio  [Aye'  ]  and  they 
have",  a  tradition  that  there  was  a  city  here,  and  that  it  was  a  bifhoprick ;  they  fay  the  old  name  was 
a'^^'a'"'^  ^^^'  ^^'^  biftiop's  title  was  H)  'Ay^.t-,  and  probably  it  is  the  biilioprick  called  Anenfis,  or  another 
called  Agienfis,  both  of  them  mentioned  after  the  fee  of  Milopotamo.  A  little  eaft  of  it  is  a  village  called 
Epifcope,  where  they  fuppofe  tie  cathedral  church  was.  At  Ariou  are  fome  heaps  of  ftunes  about  the 
fields,  enough  to  (hew  that  there  have  been  fome  builtiings  there  ;  and  on  the  weft  there  is  a  fmall  churchy 
built  to  the  cliff  of  a  rock,  and  is  called  Panaiea  Chryfopay  [the  Madonna  of  the  Golden  Spiing]. 
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and  the  plane-tree,  having  vines  twining  round  them.  We  travelled  tweh^e  miles  to 
a  kane  and  fountain  called  Papatebrify,,-ijnd  going  tv^  o  miles  further  we  liiw  the  high 
hill  of  Val  Monaftere  to  the  right,  and  at  the  end  of  fix  miles  came  to  the  village  of 
Perameh,  on  a  river  of  the  fame  name;  oppofite  to  this  place  there  is  a  port  called 
Aftomia,  where  the  Maltefe  came  alhore  this  year,  and  carried  away  above  twenty 
Turks  from  a  village  called  Delabolou,  which  is  near  a  league  from  the  fca  ;  it  is  faid 
that  this  defcent  vs^as  occafioned  by  a  fervant  of  the  aga  of  the  village,  who  havmg 
been  ill  ufcd  by  liis  mailer,  went  to  the  Maltefe  at  Gozo,  Iheweu  them  the  way,  and, 
it  is  faid,  had  the  xevenge  to  afllfl  in  binding  his  mailer.  We  went  three  miles  out 
of  the  high  road  in  a  pleafant  valley  on  the  fouth  to  a  village  called  Magarites,  which 
was  given  to  the  Cuperlis,  with  many  other  villages  about  Candia,  when  their  anceilor 
took  that  city;  we  were  here  directed  to  an  untenanted  houfe,  where  two  priefts  of 
the  convent  of  Arcadi  came  to  us,  and  afterwards  the  fleward  of  the  paflm  Cuperli, 
who  brought  me  a  prcfent  of  a  nofegay  and  a  water  melon ;  and  when  I  went  a\\  ay  he 
met  me  at  his  door,  and  ferved  us  with  wine,  melon  and  wallnuts,  and  fired  a  gun 
at  our  departure,  which  were  all  marks  of  his  civility,  for  wdiich  I  made  him  a  proper 
acknowledgment.  They  have  here  a  manufacture  of  a  fine  red  earthen  ware,  fomething 
like  that  of  the  antients.  About  a  mile  further  we  paffed  by  a  church  of  faint 
Antonio  in  a  grotto.  Travelling  ilill  in  a  pleafant  narrow  vale,  I  faw  a  tower  at  a  dif- 
tance  called  Te leuterna,  which  I  conjeftured  to  be  ibme  remains  of  the  old  Eleuterna ; 
four  miles  further  we  pafled  by  the  ruined  convent  of  faint  Antony,  belonging  to  the 
monaftery  of  Arcadi :  foon  after  we  came  to  a  fmall  plain  between  the  hills  about  four 
nnles  in  circumference,  in  the  middle  of  which  is  the  large  convent  of  Arcadi,  which  was 
eretled  in  the  time  of  the  Venetian  government.  It  is  a  handfome  building,  round 
a  large  court ;  they  have  a  good  refeftory,  and  a  very  fine  church  in  the  middle  of 
the  court,  with  a  beautiful  front  of  Venetian  architedlure ;  the  convent  has  a  large 
income,  above  a  hundred  caloyers,  and  about  twenty  priefls  ;  I  v.as  received  here  very 
civilly  by  the  abbot,  imd  condadled  to  the  apartments  allotted  for  ftrangers  :  and  the 
abbot  always  came  and  took  his  repalls  with  me.  On  the  twenty-fixth  1  fct  out  in  the 
afternoon  with  three  calovers  to  go  to  movuit  Ida,  which  is  about  fix  miles  to  the 
eaft  of  the  convent ;  the  road  is  very  bad  between  the  hills,  which  are  covered  w  itii 
ever-green  oak ;  we  came  to  a  farm-houfe  belonging  to  the  convent,  where  they  killed 
a  fheep  for  us  ;  we  went  on  further  to  a  grotto,  where  we  made  a  great  fire  and  lay  all 
night.  On  the  twenty-feventh  we  went  near  three  hours  to  the  foot  of  the  high 
mountain. 

Mount  Ida  is  now  called  by  the  natives  UpfilJ)ritcs  ;  it  is  probable  that  Jupiter  pafled 
great  part  of  his  youth  amongfl:  thcfe  mountains  in  the  manly  exercifes  of  hunting 
and  drawing  the  bow,  as  he  is  faid  to  have  been  educated  here.  This  mountain  extends 
to  the  north  well  almofl  to  Retimo,  being  bounded  to  the  fouth-wefl  by  that  valley 
which  is  to  the  north-eafl  of  mount  Kedrofe,  on  the  fide  ot  which  I  faw  at  a  diflance  the 
convent  of  Afomatos,  and  to  the  north-eafi:  by  thofe  narrow  valleys  which  divide  it 
from  mount  Slrongyle,  and  fo  extended  to  the  fouth-eafl,  to  the  plain  in  which  Gor- 
tynia  Hood  ;  but  what  is  properly  mount  Ida,  is  one  very  high  mountain  in  the  middle, 
or  rather  towards  the  fouih-fide  of  them ;  it  is  of  a  grey  marble,  and  the  furface 
being  of  loofe  ftoncs,  makes  it  very  diBlcult  to  afcend ;  there  is  no  verdure  on  it, 
except  a  few  fmall  fhrubs  or  herbs ;  I  was  two  hours  and  three  quarters  afcending 
to  the  highell  fummit,  for  it  has  another  to  the  well  iomewhat  lower.  I  conjectured 
that  this  mountain  is  not  lb  high  as  mount  Libanon,  or  the  Alps.  In  fome  hollows, 
efpecially  in  two  winch  I  faw,  there  isJiiow  all  the  year  round,  which  is  carried  in 

2  fummer 


5 1 4,  DOCTOR  pococke's  travels 

fummcr  to  Retimo  for  the  ufe  of  the  pafha.  On  the  top  of  the  mountain  there  is  a  low 
church  built  only  of  loofe  flnnes,  dedicated  to  the  Holy  crofs.  It  commands  a  glorious 
view  of  almoft  the  whole  ifland  ;  and  in  a  clear  day,  it  is  faid  they  can  fee  many  of 
the  ifles  of  the  Archipelago  ;  I  faw  from  it  the  fmall  iflands  that  are  north  of  Settia. 
A  little  w.iv  up  the  north-fide  of  the  hill  I  went  into  a  fmall  rough  grotto,  which  is 
the  only  one  that  I  could  hear  of  about  this  place.  As  barren  a  fpot  as  this  mountain  is, 
I  faw  a  flock  of  fheep  on  the  highefl:  fummit  of  it,  and  I  took  particular  notice  of 
the  fliephcrds  laying  the  fnow  on  ftones  cxpofed  to  the  fun,  and  receiving  the  water 
in  their  bottles  as  it  melted,  and  they  drink  it  without  finding  any  ill  effects  from  it. 
I  returned  to  the  convent ;  and  on  the  twenty-eighth  travelling  northward,  paffed 
through  the  villages  of  Amnato,  and  went  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  Stavromene,  on 
both  (ides  of  which  there  are  ruins,  and  the  place  is  called  Airio.  We  went  a  mile 
fouthwards  to  the  rich  convent  of  Arfani,  which  is  fubjecl  only  to  the  patriarch  of 
Conltantinople  ;  it  is  pleafantly  fituated,  and  the  eftate  that  belongs  to  it  produces  fome 
of  the  bell  wines  and  oil  in  all  Candia.  The  abbot  prefl'ed  me  to  dine  with  them,  and 
made  a  very  grand  entertainment ;  and  on  drinking  certain  healths,  they  chanted  fome 
Greek  verfes ;  this  convent  lying  in  the  road  is  at  a  great  expence  in  enterta'ning 
ftrangcrs ;  and  the  Turks  ire  not  content  with  that,  but  take  away  with  them  wliat- 
ever  they  want  on  the  road.  We  went  eight  miles  to  Retimo,  paifing  over  the  river 
Platania,  and  through  a  beautiful  village  called  Chamaleore.  At  Retimo  I  was  received 
in  the  houfe  of  the  EngUfh  vice  conful. 

Retimo  is  fituated  on  the  bay  antiently  called  Amphimale ;  it  is  on  a  peninfula 
that  runs  northward  into  the  fea,  at  the  north  end  of  which  there  is  a  high  rock, 
ftrongly  fortified  ;  to  the  fouth  of  it  there  is  a  level  fpot  of  ground,  on  which  the  town 
is  built,  defentlcd  by  a  wall  built  acrofs  the  neck  of  the  peninfula,  which  on  the  weft 
fide  extends  to  the  hill  on  which  the  caftle  is  built  ;  though  the  city  is  almoft  encom- 
pafl'ed  by  the  fea,  yet  they  find  plenty  of  good  frefli  water  wherever  they  dig,  and  a  fine 
flream  is  brought  to  the  town  from  a  fpring  that  is  near,  which  runs  like  a  river  from 
a  handfome  conduit  made  by  the  Venetians  ;  and  tliough  it  is  a  rocky  foil,  and  there  is 
no  morafs  near  it,  yet,  I  know  not  for  what  reafon,  it  is  accounted  an  unhealthy  air ; 
the  fituation  is  delightful ;  and  on  the  eaft  fide,  facing  the  fea,  there  are  fome  very 
fine  houfes  of  the  Venetian  architecture,  with  gardens  behind  them  extending  to  the 
fea  fide  There  is  a  Doric  door  to  one  of  the  houfes,  which  may  vie  with  any  piece 
of  modern  architecture  ;  there  is  alio  a  fine  tower,  where  there  feemed  to  have  been  an 
entrance  to  the  port,  on  which  tiiere  was  a  clock  in  the  time  of  the  Venetians  ;  the 
port  is  a  fmall  bafon  to  the  eaft,  into  which  large  boats  only  can  enter ;  but  the  fhips 
anchor  abroad  in  a  good  road.  1  here  are  here  fome  Trench  factors  for  the  merchants 
of  Canea  and  Candia,  in  order  to  export  oil ;  but  there  are  no  priefls  of  the  Latin 
shurch  in  the  city.  They  compute  that  there  are  about  ten  thoufand  fouls  in  the 
town,  three  thoufand  of  which  are  Turks  who  bear  arms  ;  there  are  about  five 
hundred  Greek  families,  who  have  a  church  and  a  bifhop  refiding  here  ;  there  are 
fix  or  feven  families  of  Jews,  but  they  have  no  public  fynagogue.  They  have  an  old 
proverb  which  mentions  the  people  of  Retimo  as  given  to  letters,  but  probably  it 
may  have  no  other  foundation  than  that  this  town  has  produced  a  great  number  of 
priefls  and  monks.  The  grand  vizier  Ibrahim  Pafha,  who  enjoyed  that  office  at  the 
begining  of  the  prefent  grand  fignior's  reign,  was  in  exile  in  this  place ;  I  was  told  that 
he  was  firfl  of  all  ca'a,  or  minifter  to  the  black  eunuch,  who  advanced  him  to  this  office, 
and  when  he  was  in  it,  he  was  fo  fenfible  of  the  exorbitant  power  of  that  favourite, 
that  he  had  laid  a  fcheme  to  fend  him  off  in  a  galley,  which  he  had  prepared  for  that 
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Purpofe  ;  but  his  defign  being  difcovered,  he  was  himfelf  fent  away  in  that  very  galley 
to  be  a  pafBa  in  Negropont ;  it  fcems  the  vizier  had  obtained  a  ])romife  from  the  grand 
fignior  not  to  touch  his  title  or  eftatc,  fo  he  was  ordered  to  the  honourable  pafhalic 
oi  Romelia,  on  purpofe  to  put  him  to  great  expences,  and  about  fix  years  ago  was  fent 
to  this  place,  where  he  lives  in  a  very  honourable  retirement ;  the  paiha  fometimes 
goes  to  his  levy,  but  the  ftation  of  the  vizier  exempts  him  from  returning  the  com- 
pliments even  of  the  governor  of  the  province. 

When  I  was  at  Retimo  I  heard  of  a  German  flavc,  a  native  of  Silefia,  who  wr.s 
taken  in  the  wars  with  the  emperor,  and  I  agreed  for  him  with  the  Turk  his  mafter  for 
two  hundred  dollars ;  every  thing  being  concluded,  the  property  of  him  was  trans- 
ferred to  me  by  lulling  the  feet  of  his  old  proprietor,  and  then  of  his  new  mafter.  I 
propofed  to  give  him  his  choice  either  to  remain  witn  me  as  a  fervant,  or  to  be  given 
up  to  the  priefts  at  Conflantiiiople  who  redeem  captives,  on  their  returning  me  the 
money.  "J  he  love  of  Iiis  native  country  made  him  choofe  the  latter,  and  1  delivered 
him  up  into  their  hands  about  a  year  afterwards. 

Chap.  VII.  —  Of  the  places  between  Retimo  and  Canea. 

WE  left  Retimo  on  the  twenty-ninth,  and  continuing  on  weftward  along  the  moun- 
tains in  a  very  ftony  road,  we  came  to  the  river  Petrea,  over  which  there  is  a  verv  ex- 
traordinary bridge  lately  built,  confiding  of  one  arch,  which  c;mndt  be  lefs  than  fifry 
feet  wide,  and,  as  I  conjeftured,  was  fixty  or  feventy  feet  high.  A  little  beyond  this 
we  left  the  province  and  caflellate  of  Retimo,  and  came  into  the  province  of  Canea, 
and  the  caftellate  of  Apokorano,  which  has  to  the  fouth  the  independent  caftellate  of 
Sfachia  before  mentioned.  Soon  after  the  entrance  into  this  province  we  came  to 
another  village  called  Armiro,  where  there  is  a  garrifoned  caille,  and  a  kane.  A 
little  to  the  eaft  of  it,  a  very  plentiful  fait  fpring  flows  out  from  the  bank  in  a  large 
ftream  ;  we  lay  in  a  kane  in  this  place.  About  a  league  to  the  fouth  eaft,  under 
the  hills  which  are  called  Corunna,  there  is  a  fmall  lake  and  village  of  the  fame 
n;une.  On  the  thirtieth  we  proceeded  on  our  journey,  and  pailing  over  thofe 
hills  which  make  cape  Trapani,  the  old  promontory  Drepanum,  we  came  to  the 
prefent  narrow  vale  of  Apokorano,  through  which  there  runs  a  ftream  that  is  divided 
into  two  parts  by  a  hill  cvdled  Scordiani,  and  empty  thomfelves  into  the  fea  near  a 
village  called  Calives :  to  the  weft  is  the  end  of  thofe  hills  called  Melecfa,  which  make 
the  fouth-eaft  fide  of  the  bay  of  Suda  ;  they  are  a  continuation  of  the  mountains  of 
Omalo,  or  Sfach.ia  ;  and  towards  the  north-eaft  of  them,  where  they  are  highelt,  there 
are  ruins  of  fome  antient  city,  which,  I  fuppofe,  to  be  Minoa,  and  according  to  Pto- 
lemy it  was  the  neareft  place  to  tiie  promontory  of  Drepanum  on  the  weft  fide  ;  thefe 
ruins  are  called  Paliocaliro.  At  the  north  end,  which  is  the  highcft,  there  feoms  to 
have  been  a  caltle,  and  fome  walls  of  rullicated  ftone  remain,  which  are  nine  feet 
thick.  As  the  fituation  is  high,  and  they  have  no  water,  the  whole  town  had  ciltcrns 
under  it,  of  wiiich  I  law  a  great  number  ;  the  circumference  of  thr  place  on  the  top 
of  the  hill  might  be  about  two  miles.  The  chief  ruins  are  about  the  middle  of  it, 
where  there  is  a  houfe,  a  church,  and  lands  belonging  to  the  cunvent  of  St.  John  of 
Patmos  ;  under  an  area,  wliich  is  near  this  houfe,  there  is  an  arched  ciftern,  which 
fcems  to  have  been  lined  with  brick  ;  to  the  north  of  thefe  are  remains  of  a  church  ; 
and  to  the  weft  of  the  houfe  there  are  large  cifterns  cafed  with  line  brick  ;  to  the  north 
of  this  there  is  a  large  arched  building  ;  and  to  the  eaft  of  the  houfe  a  fmaller  a'lout 
twenty-five  feet  fquare,  with  fome  niches,  which  fecm  to  have   been  dcligned  for 
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Hatucs ;  it  appears  as  a  rough  building,  tl^ough  probably  it  has  been  cafcd.  Towards 
the  foot  of  the  callie  are  fonio  pieces  of  fluted  pillars  two  feet  fix  inches  in  diamettr, 
which  might  be  the  remains  of  ;ui  antient  temple. 

From  raliocaftro  I  proceeded  on  weftward  on  the  fide  of  the  hills,  over  the  fouth- 
eait  fide  of  the  bay  of  Suda ;  this  bay  is  near  a  league  broad,  and  well  flieltered  by  tlie 
land,  which  runs  out  in  a  point  from  the  foulh  weft  to   the  north  e.ill: ;  it  is   a  very 
good  harbour,  where  all    the  large  fliips   lay  which   cannot  enter   the  port  of  Canea. 
Towards  the  opening  of  this  bay,  on  the  wefl:  fide  near  to  cape  Melecca,  there  is  an 
ifland  called  Suda,  which  is  near  a  mile  in  circumference,  having  a  fmall  rock  at  each 
end  of  it ;  th.is  place  was  ftrongly  fortified  by  the  Venetians,  and  not  taken  by  the 
Turks  till  after  they  had  conquered  the  Morea ;  about  which  time  Spinalonga  was 
likewile  taken,  wliich  is  a  fortified  place  near  Mirabello  towards  the  eait  part  of  the 
illimd.     The  people  of  Suda  by  their  capitulations  were  permitted  to  go  away,  and 
many  went  on  board  the  Venetian  fhips ;  but  fome  choofing  to  ftay  and  fettle  on  the 
ifland,  being  eitlier  Greeks,  or  allied  with  them,  on  fome  difguft  the  palhagot  an  order 
from  Conftantinoplc  that  all  who  were  taken  there  fliould  be  fold,  which  accordingly 
was  executed,  and  thofe  who  had  not  money  or  friends  to  pay  their  ranfom,  were  made 
flaves  ;  manv  of  them  who  were  redeemed,  at  this  time  live  on  the  ifland  under  French 
protedion  :  there  are  only  about  a  thoufand  Turks  in  the  iihmd  who  bear  arms.     The 
eaft  part  of  this  bay  is  made  by  cape  Depranum,  now  called  Trapani,  and  the  weft 
by  cape  Melecca,  the  old  promontory  of  Ciamum,  which  is  about  a  league  broad  ; 
the  country  is  called  Acrotery,  and  liie  high  mountains  that  crofs  it  towards  the  north 
end,  from  the  fouth  eaft  to  the  north  weft,  are  called  Sclouca.     Afcending  up  the 
high  land  of  this  cape,  I  pafled  by  two  ruined  convents  of  St.  Matthew  and  St.  Elias, 
and  on  the  height  came  to  the  Greek  nunnery  of  St.  John  Baptift ;  it  is  built  like  an 
hofpital,  round  an  oblong  fquare  court,  confiiling  only  of  one  ftory,  and  a  church  in 
the  middle  of  the  area :  there  are  about  forty  prol'efled  nuns  in   it,   and  fixty  that 
have  not    taken   the  vow  ;  they  are  governed  by  an  abbefs,  and  are   dependant  on 
the  convent  of  St.  John  the  hermit,  the  priefts  of  which  officiate  in  this  church  ;  but  this 
nunnery  is  like  the  Lutheran  nunneries  in  Germany,  or  rather  like  the  large  nunnery, 
which  I  afterwards  faw  in  Scio,  where  they  have  their  fei)arate  houfes,  and  live  on 
what  they  have,  or  can  earn  by  their  labour.     This  nunnery  is  open  for  all  perfons 
to  go  in,  and  confifts  moftly  of  widows  and  old  women,  who  have  no  allowance,  but 
live  by  their  labour  and  charity,  or  by  what  their  relations  fend  them. 

To  the  eaft  of  the  cape,  oppofite  to  the  fort  of  Suda,  there  is  a  village  called  Sternes, 
from  the  great  number  of  cifterns  there  ;  this  being  the  only  way  by  which  they  are 
fupplied  with  water.  This  village  is  remarkable  for  nothing  but  eight  or  ten  chapels 
in  it :  thefe  and  the  great  numbers  which  one  fees  all  over  the  ifland,  feem  to  have  be- 
longed to  houfes ;  it  being  probably  the  devotion  of  the  middle  ages,  when  this  ifland 
was  recovered  into  the  hands  of  the  Chriftians,  to  build  chapels  near  their  houfes. 

On  the  fouth  fide  of  the  mountains  called  Sclouca  is  the  beautiful  unfinilhed  con- 
vent or  the  Holy  Trinity,  built  round  a  large  court,  with  a  grand  entrance,  and  a 
magnificent  church  in  the  middle.  Going  up  the  hills  of  Sclouca,  we  came  to  the 
convent  of  St.  John  the  hermit ;  it  is  built  like  a  caftle,  with  a  fquare  turret  at  each 
corner ;  they  had  begun  a  very  ornamental  front  to  the  church  in  the  middle  of  the 
court,  adorned  with  fculpture,  but  in  a  very  bad  tafte.  The  biftiop  of  Canea  is  abbot 
of  this  convent :  going  from  it  to  the  north-eaft  about  half  a  mile  there  is  a  lai-ge 
roimd  grot,  in  which  there  are  fome  high  pillars  made  by  the  diflillation  of  the  water, 
and  a  figure  which  refembles  a  fitting  bear,  from  which  it  is  called  the  Cave  of  the 
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Bear  ;  at  the  entrance  of  it  there  is  a  chp.pc!  of  tlie  Virgin  Msry  ;  from  this  grot  one 
j^oes  down  the  hills  towards  the  deep  bed  of  a  winter  torrent,  there  being  high  moun- 
tains almofl  perpendicular  on  each  fide.  There  is  a  defcent  to  the  lower  part  of  the 
hill  by  one  hundred  and  forty  fteps  to  a  place  called  Catholico,  which  was  probably 
a  chief  convent  over  feveral  others ;  for  they  generally  give  tijat  name  to  the  head,  or 
mother  convents  and  churches.  A  bridge  fifty  feet  high  is  built  over  the"  channel  of 
this  torrent ;  on  the  other  fide  there  are  two  hermitages  one  over  the  other ;  and  on 
the  fouLh  fide  is  the  church  called  CathoHco  in  a  grot,  with  a  handfbme  front  built  to  it, 
and  near  it  there  are  two  or  three  houfes  left  unfinifhed,  by  reafon  of  the  Turkifli 
invafion  ;  it  is  a  very  proper  place  for  retirement  and  Iblitude,  there  being  no  other 
profped  from  it,  but  that  of  the  fea  and  the  rocics  ;  there  is  likewife  at  this  place  a 
curious  grotto,  which  extends  for  near  a  quarter  of  a  mile  ;  there  are  many  petrifica- 
tions in  it,  made  by  the  dropping  of  the  water,  and  at  the  end  of  it  there  is  a  tabfc  cut 
out  in  the  rock,  which  has  received  a  coat  from  the  dropping  of  the  water  Uke  rock 
work,  and  has  a  very  beautiful  effed  ;  this  grotto  exceeds  all  that  I  ever  faw  in  the 
beauty  and  flendornefs  of  the  pillars,  one  of  which  is  neiu-  twenty  feet  high,  and  they 
are  tranfparent ;  as  I  had  feen  ftoncs  of  this  kind  hewn  out  of  a  grot  at  mount  Liba- 
ron,  which  v/erc  ufed  as  white  marble,  and  appeared  to  be  alabailer  ;  this  made  me 
imagine  that  when  thefe  forts  of  petrifications  are  hard  enough  to  receive  a  polifh,  they 
then  become  the  oriental  tranfparent  alabafter,  which  is  fo  much  valued  ;  and  there  are 
two  curious  columns  of  it  at  the  high  altar  of  St.  Mark  in  Venice.  After  I  left  the 
place  I  was  told  that  there  is  another  grotto  lower,  which  extends  much  further 
than  tliis. 

We  went  two  miles  to  the  weft  among  the  mountains,  and  faw  a  ruined  village 
called  St.  George,  and  a  church  in  a  grotto,  under  which  there  is  another  grotto,  where 
1  was  informed  there  were  petrified  bones  of  a  larger  fize  than  ordinary,  and  1  actually 
found  fome  bones  in  the  fofter  part  of  the  rock,  Ijut  not  petrified  ;  however,  the  earth 
about  them  was  almoft  cemented  into  a  ftone  by  the  dropping  of  the  water.  This 
feems  to  be  owing  to  their  having  depofited  their  bodies  in  the  hollow  parts  of  the  rock 
over  one  another,  and  being  covered  with  earth  from  time  to  time,  and  the  holes  filled 
up,  the  humidify  of  the  place  has  cemented  all  together  ;  for  I  obfcrved  in  this  grotto 
fome  petrifications  like  thofe  in  the  others.  From  this  point  of  land  I  had  a  fight  of 
Cerigotto  and  Cerigo,  the  antient  Cythera,  of  cape  Mallo,  of  the  Morea,  and  the 
ifland  of  Milo ;  having  feen  every  thing  that  was  curious,  I  returned  to  Canea. 

Chap.  VIII.  —  Of  the  natural  hijlory,  people,  cujloms,  and  the  military  and  ecdcfHiJIical 

jlate  tf  Candia. 

THE  ifland  of  Candia  is  for  the  moft  part  hilly  and  mountainous,  refembling  Wales, 
or  the  territory  of  Genoua  ;  the  mountains  are  moftly  either  of  free  ftone,  or  of  marble, 
Avhich  is  cither  grey  or  white ;  the  hills  are  neareft  to  the  fouth  fide  of  the  ifland,  and 
confequently  the  northern  parts  of  it  are  the  molt  pleafant,  and  beft  inhabited  ;  it  abounds 
much  in  fprings  and  fountains,  which  they  find  even  clofe  by  the  fea  fide,  if  they  dig 
wells  down  but  a  few  feet  deep ;  moft  of  the  rivers  are  dry  in  funimcr,  but  in  winter 
many  of  them  are  very  dangerous  torrents.  I  do  not  find  that  they  have  any  frefli  water 
fifh  except  eels.  The  moft  remarkable  fea-fifh  here  are  the  fcarus,  and  the  red  flielled 
oyfter  (hoped  like  a  fcollop.     The  ifland  does  not  produce   any  minerals,  and  very 
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few  namral  curiofities  of  any  fort,  except  in  the  vegetable  kind.     There  are  .a  gpeat 
variety  of  trees  in  it,  both  of  the  Afiutic  and  European  growth  *. 

As  to  wild  beafts,  I  could  not  be  informed  that  they  have  any  other  except  the^  goat 
and  the  hare  ;  they  have  the  red  large  partridge,  which  they  call  Coturno,  and  a  par- 
ticular bird  of  the  fize  of  a  blackbird,  and  of  a  blueifli  grey,  which,  when  kept  in 
a  cage,  fings  finely,  and  is  called  Petro  Cockifo,  or  the  bird  of  the  rocks,  which  it 
frequents,  and  by  the  Englifh  the  Iblitary  fparrow ;  they  have  alfo  another  bird  called 
Potamida,  becaufe  it  is  nioflly  about  the  rivers,  and  fings  very  finely.  It  is  reported 
that  there  are  no  venomous  animals  in  this  ifland  ;  they  fay,  they  have  two  forts  of 
fiiakes,  one  called  Ophis,  which  is  fpotted  black  and  white,  much  of  the  colour  of  the 
adder ;  the  other  is  the  ochedra,  which  is  fmaller,  and,  as  fome  pretend,  is  the  fort 
of  viper  which  faftened  to  St.  Paul's  hand  in  Malta,  and,  as  they  fay,  was  afterwards 
harmlefs  ;  they  have  an  animal  like  a  lizard  called  Jakonit^,  which  the  people  appre- 
hend to  be  exceedingly  venomous  in  its  bite,  and  fome  fay  by  a  fting  in  its  tail  ;  but 
having  fome  of  them  caught,  I  faw  they  were  the  very  fame  as  the  fmco  or  ftinc  marin 
of  Egypt,  which  are  harmlefs  there,  and  are  fent  dried  to  Europe  from  Egypt,  without 
difmembring  them,  and  go  into  the  compofition  of  the  Theriaca ;  they  have  alfo  the 
lizard,  and  a  fort  of  fpider  called  Phalangium,  which  is  very  venomous,  efpecially  in 
hot  weather,  and  it  is  faid  that  mufic  and  dancing  helps  towards  the  cure,  as  in  the 
bite  of  the  Tarantula.  They  have  a  ftrong  rough  niiddle-fized  breed  of  horfes,  ufed 
moflly  in  the  towTis  ;  in  the  country  they  have  generally  mules  and  afles  ;  the  former 
are  ufed  by  the  Chriflian  ladies,  who  ride  after  the  Englifh  manner  ;  but  the  Turkifli 
females,  who  veil  their  faces,  ride  like  the  men.  The  roads  being  very  ftony,  and  in 
many  places  narrow,  tha.-e  are  no  wheel  carriages  in  the  ifland. 

They  do  not  compute  above  three  hundred  thoufand  fouls  in  the  whole  ifland,  and 
reckon  the  number  of  ChrifHans  to  be  more  than  double  the  number  of  Turks  ;  the  inha- 
bitants confift  partly  of  the  antient  people  of  the  ifland,  who  may  be  fuppofed  to  be  very 
few,  and  partly  of  the  defcendants  of  the  twelve  noble  Cretan  families  already  men- 
tioned, partly  of  Saracens,  who  conquered  the  ifland,  of  whom  it  is  probable  there  are  not 
many  ;  and  fome  Venetians  fettled  here  during  their  government,  who  are  now  all  of 
the  Greek  church,  except  fome  few  of  Suda  and  Spina  Longa,  who  remained  on  the 
ifland  when  thofe  places  were  taken,  and  have  come  under  French  protedion  ;  or 
laftly,  they  are  Turkifli  Mahometans  brought  from  Confliantinople  and  other  parts  to 
this  ifland,  either  as  foldiery  or  as  colonies  to  forfeited  lands. 

The  people  of  the  ifland  do  by  no  means  want  parts,  however  defective  they  may  be 
in  the  improvement  of  them  ;  for  they  are  fliarp  and  fugacious,  which  they  difcover  in 
their  countenances.;  the  young  people  are  very  fair  and  handfome,  and  have  fine  eyes  ; 
it  is  faid  the  Turkifh  women,  who  veil,  are  more  beautiful  than  the  Chriif ians  j  they 

*  Tts  trees  are  the  cyprefs,  pine,  ever-green,  oak,  willow,  caroiib  or  locuft-tree,  arbutus  or  ftrawberry- 
tree,  the  oak,  palm,  fig,  olive,  almond,  wild  pear,  platanus,  the  bay,  which  they  call  Daphne,  the  myrtle, 
walnut,  andchefnut,  afphetamos  rcfcmbhng  maple,  aiidjeprino,  which  is  a  fort  of  philirea;  tliey  l:ave  fo 
many  ilifFerent  kinds  of  grapes,  that  I  have  heard  them  reckon  no  Icfs  than  feventy-two  forts;  they  have 
alfo  a  very  great  variety  of  curious  fhrubs,  among  them  the  bramble,  which  are  not  fcen  in  other  ea'lern  parts  ; 
they  have  many  rare  herbs,  as  curled  tea  fage,  roman  fage,  and  wormwood,  favory,  liquorice,  dwarf  elder 
and  fern,  which  I  had  not  feen  before  in  all  the  ealt,  belides  many  others  ;  and  I  faw  tubcrofes  grow  wild 
on  the  fandy  fhore  ;  but  they  are  more  particularly  famous  for  four  mountain  herbs,  which  excel  thofe  of 
ether  parts,  and  are  fent  to  feveral  parts  of  Europe,  the  phyficians  always  prefcribing  thofe  of  Crete,  as 
Diclamnum  Creticum,  Epitimum  Creticum,  i^aticus  Creticus,  and  Origamnum  Creiicum,  v.d  one  meadow 
herb  called  Scordium  Creticum  :  this  ifland  is  alfo  famous  for  ranunculus  roots,  which  grow  vrilJ,  fell  very 
dear^  and  are  fent  to  Conftantinopie,  and  other  parts. 
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anfwer  their  antlent  character  as  to  invention,  and  taking  pleafure  In  fpreading  falfe- 
hoods,  and  they  feem  alfo  to  be  credulous,  and  fond  of  believing  ftrange  things  ;  they 
are  civil  and  hofpitable  to  one  another  and  to  the  Franks ;  but  with  great  reafon  avoid 
opportunities  of  being  burthened  by  the  Turks,  who  command  every  thing  as  a  debt 
due  to  them,  and  make  ufe  of  their  monafteries,  and  the  houfes  of  their  parifh  priells, 
as  inns  :  thefe  are  indeed  the  places  for  entertainment  of  ftrangers  ;  but  ChrLftians  who 
have  any  honour  always  bellow  fome  gratuity,  that,  at  leaft,  they  may  not  be  fufterers 
by  their  civility.  The  drefs  of  the  men  here  is  the  fame  as  that  of  Cyprus  ;  thofe  of  a 
middling  condition  and  children  wear  only  a  fmall  red  cap,  v^^thout  any  fafli  round  it  ; 
the  boors  wear  a  black  cap  clofe  to  their  heads,  with  a  black  filk  taflel  hanging  down 
at  each  ear,  and  in  fummer  are  always  clothed  in  white,  which  is  a  general  cuftom 
among  all  the  people  in  the  Turkifh  empire  for  all  the  habits,  except  the  outer  gar- 
ment, imagining  that  white  is  a  cool  drefs.  The  country  people  wear  about  their  necks  a 
long  towel,  with  which  they  cover  their  heads  when  they  are  m  the  fun.  The  children 
here  plait  their  hair  round  from  their  foreheads,  and  bring  it  down  fo  as  to  hang  in  a 
plait  behind,  and  the  females  have  often  two  or  three  fuch  plaits,  which  are  very  be- 
coming. The  Greek  women  do  not  cover  their  faces,  but  wear  a  muflin  veil  upon 
their  heads,  and  bind  up  the  hair  in  ribbands,  and  roll  it  round  their  heads,  fo  as  to 
make  it  a  high  drefs  ;  they  tye  their  petticoats  and  aprons  near  as  high  as  their  armpits  ; 
and,  when  in  high  drefs,  they  wear  a  fort  of  (liort  ftays,  adorned  before  with  gold  lace.  The 
women  never  fit  down  to  eat  with  men  that  are  not  of  the  houfe,  and  though  they  are 
not  fo  ftrict  as  the  Turks,  yet  they  rarely  come  into  the  room  where  any  ftrangers  are. 

All  people  here  have  fuch  a  property  in  their  lands,  that  only  the  feventh  of  the  pro. 
duce  belongs  to  the  grand  fignior,  and  when  they  die,  the  lands,  according  to  the  law, 
are  equally  divided  between  the  children  ;  which  has  reduced  all  the  Chriltian  families 
to  poverty ;  nor  can  the  father  leave  the  lands  in  any  other  manner.  All  along  the 
north  coaft  of  Candia  fmall  watch  towers  are  built  to  obferve  the  coaft,  particularly  by 
night,  and  to  give  the  alarm  by  making  fires,  in  cafe  of  any  defcent.  The  Chriftians 
are  obliged  to  keep  this  watch  ;  and  to  fliew  they  are  on  the  guard,  every  tower 
is  obliged  to  have  a  fire  as  foon  as  it  is  dark,  and  at  break  of  day.  The  paflias  have 
often  taken  money  to  excul'o  the  attendance  of  the  watch,  and  in  three  or  four  months 
after  fent  an  order  to  keep  it  again,  and  then  they  come  to  a  new  agreement  to  be 
excufed  ;  but  there  having  been  fome  defcents  made  of  late  by  the  Maltefe,  the  guard 
is  ftri6Uy  kept,  and  a  company  of  foldicrs  go  out  every  night  from  the  garrifoned  towns 
to  watch  the  coaft.  The  caia,  or  prime  minifter  of  the  pallia,  gives  an  account  of  all 
duties  to  be  levied,  to  the  Chriftian  fecretary  of  the  palha,  who  fends  it  to  the  caftel 
caia,  or  high  conftablc,  and  he  goes  round  to  the  capitaneo  of  each  village,  who  levies 
the  fum  laid  on  the  villdge  from  every  houfe.  The  harach,  or  poll  tax  on  the  male 
Chriftians  above  fixteen  years  old  is  five  dollars  and  ten  medins  a  head,  which  is  about 
thirteen  niillin;.';s  ftt-rling,  and  is  colleck-d  by  a  Turkifh  oiiicer  fent  to  every  caftellate,  who 
goes  round  and  receives  it.  'I'here  are  twenty-iive  thoufand  Chriftians  who  pay  harach, 
not  including  thofe  who  are  in  the  three  great  cities. 

There  are  in  the  garrifoned  towns  Icven  military  bodies  :  firft  the  janizaries,  of  which 
there,  are  in  each  a  certain  number  of  dilllrent  companies,  or  chambers  called  odas  ; 
but  befides  thefe  there  are  a  greater  number  of  janizaries  called  jiimalukcs,  who 
belong  to  chambers  which  are  in  other  parts  of  the  empire,  and  are  fettled  here  as 
merchants  or  tradefmen,  and  yci  receive  their  pay  as  jani/.aries ;  and  if  any  one  of 
the  companies  are  ordered  away,  thofe  only  go  who  pleafe,  and  they  make  up  their 
number  as  they  can,  and  then  the  pcrfons  who   refufe  to  go  belong  no  more  to  that 
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'  Company ;  but  they  frequently  go  to  Conftantinople  to  be  put  into  another  company, 
and  return  to  Candia,  with  a  parent  to  receive  their  pay :  as  there  are  many  janizaries 
r.bout  tlic  country  on  their  Hale  cRatcs,  thty  are  governed  by  a  fardar  in  every  cai'lel- 
late,  and  are  fubjcft  only  to  their  own  body.  Thele  odas  or  chambers,  like  the  Roman 
ici-ions,  arc  called  by  their  refpeftive  numbers,  there  being  a  hundred  and  fixty  of 
them  in  the  empire ;  each  company  has  from  cue  hundred  to  five  hundred  men,  which 
is  their  complete  number  in  time  of  war ;  in  peace  they  generally  confiit;  of  about  a 
hundred  men.  The  fecond  body  are  the  jUrleys.  The  tifdarlees  are  another  body  of 
foot,  who  cannot  be  fcnt  out  of  the  place.  The  fourth  are  topgis  or  cannoneers.  The 
fifth  jebegis,  who  have  the  care  of  the  ammunition.  Tlie  fixth  fpahis,  who  are  the 
cavalry,  and  are  fuppofed  to  have  horfcs,  and  when  the  palha  goes  out  they  furnifli  him 
with  half  the  number  of.horfes  he  wants,  the  town  furnifhing  the  reft.  AH  the  Turks 
belong  to  fome  military  body.  The  harach  and  cuftoms  pay  all  the  foldiers,  except  the. 
janizaries,  whole  money  is  brouglit  from  abroad. 

The  grand  fignor  fells  the  I'eventh  part  of  the  lands  of  Candia  for  one  life,  and  no 
proprietor  can  be  difpoflefled  ;  but  the  purchafers  can  lawfully  receive  out  of  them  only 
a  fevcnth  of  the  produce,  w  hich  of  corn,  flax,  and  cotton,  is  taken  in  kind  ;  as  to  the 
oil  ot  their  olive-trees,  it  is  exorbitantly  eftimated  ;  and  for  their  vineyards  they  pay  a 
certain-fum,  according  to  the  quantity  of  land  ;  and  fdk  pays  a  media  or  three  farthings 
an  ounce.  The  perfon  who  buys  the  feventh  part  of  any  village  is  lord  and  mafter  of 
it,  leaves  his  foubadice  or  fteward  to  colled  his  rents,  who  has  all  the  power,  and  the 
bufmefs  of  the  capitanco,  which  is  to  colleft  all  occafional  impofitions  railed  on  the 
•  Tillage  by  the  pallia  ;  he  has  the  number  of  Chriflian  families  regiflered,  and  the  tax  is 
equally  divided  among  them,  the  Turks  paying  nothing ;  and  even  fometimes  a  Chriftian 
family,  by  great  interelt,  m.ay  be  ftruck  out  of  the  lift. 

The  archbifhop  is  put  in  by  the  patriarch  of  Conftantinople,  and  the  metropolitan 
-  makes  the  bifhops,  who  put  in  the  parilh  priefls.     The  archbilhop,  beldes  the  revenues 
ol  Lis  own  diocefe,  receives  a  yearly  fum  from  all  thebifliops  ;  and  as  he  pays  a  yearly 
tribute  to  the  grand  fignor,  every'bifliop  is  impowered  to  levy  five  medins  for  that  pur- 
pofe  on  every  houfe,  and  pays  a  certain  fum  on  that  account  to  the  metropolitan.    The 
biliiop's  revenue  is  a  certain  meafure  of  corn,  wine,  and  oil,  befidcs  the  voluntary  con- 
tributions of  the  people ;  he  has  alfo  fees  on  marriages,  and  they  generally  go  round 
their  diocefes  in  the  three  Lents,  in  March,  Auguft,  and  November.     If  a   Chriftian 
woman  marries  a  Turk,  fhe  is- not  admitted  to  the  facrament,  till  fhe  is  at  the  point  of 
death,  and  muft  then  renounce  her  hufband  ;  but  flie  goes  to  church,  which  they  cannot 
hinder  ;  and  many  of  thofe  who  live  in  the  villages  are  perverted  by  the  Turks.   When 
t^andia  v/as  taken,  the  Chriftians  had  generally  two  bells  to  every  church,  which  they 
were  ordered  to  bring  into  the  cities  ;  many  of  them  hid  the  bells  ;  and  it  is  delivered 
down  from   father  to  fon  where  they  are ;  this  is  known  by  the  Turks ;  fo  that  the 
^  paflia,  if  he  would  raife  money  on  a  ricli  fatnily,  the  mafter  is  accufed  as  having  the 
bells  hid  fomewhere  in  his  land,  he  is  carried  to  prilbn,  and  there  remains  until  he  pays 
a  (um  of  money  for  his  deliverance.     Though   many  of  the  villages  are  inhabited  by 
Turks,  yet  thfere  are  fome  villages  where  the  inhabitants,  who  were  formerly  Chriftians, 
are  almoft  entirely  become  Mahometans  ;  fome  to  avoid  puniflnnent,  or  to  be  revenged 
on  a  Turk,  whom  a  Chriftian  cannot  ftrike ;  others  are  encouraged  by  the  thriving  of 
the  renegcdoes,  who  pay  no  t;ixes  :  fo  the  Chriftians  grow  poor,  the  jVIahometans  riclx, 
and  purchafe  their  lands ;  and  thus  the  Chriftian  religion  daily  lofes  ground  in  all  parts 
ot  Turkey.  « 
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CiiAP.  I.  —  Of  the  I/land  of  Scio. 

T  EMBARKED   on  board  a   French  fiilp  at  Canea  on   the  firfl   of  Oflober,  one' 
•^  ihoufand   feven    hundred  and  thirty-nine,  and   failing    in  fight  of   moft   of  the 
iflands,  landed  at  Scio  on  tlie  fourth.     The  ifland  of  Scio  is  now  called  by  the  Greeks 
Kio  [Xt;  j,  the  antient  Greek  name  of  it  was  Chios  [[Xiof]  ;   it  was  firft  called  iEtalia  in 
very  antient   times,  and  alfo  Mallic,  on  account  of  the  great  number  of  maftic  trees 
that  were  in  this  iiland.     It  is  fituated  to  the  weft  of  that  large  promontory,  whicil 
makes  the  fouthern  part  of  the  bay  of  Smyrna  which  is  to  the  north,  and  the  north  part 
of  the  bay  ofEphefus;  where  it  is  neareft  to  the  continent,  it  is  only  eight  miles  dif- 
tant ;  the  north  part  of  it  is  all  mountainous,  and  is  diftinguifhed  from  the  other  parts 
of  the  iiland  by  the  name  of  Epanemeria  [The  upper  quarter]  ;  there  are  notwithftand-  ■ 
ing  fome  fine  fmall  vales  in  that  part.     The  mountains   extend  to  the  fouth-weft,  and 
end  with  low  hi'ls  to  the  fouth,  on  which  moft  of  the  villages  of  Maftic  are  fituated. 
To  the  weft  of  tiie  mountains,  about  the  middle  parts  of  the  iiland,  there  are  alfo  fome 
villages  of  Maftic,  and  likewife  of  Epanemeria  ;   thefe  extend  to  the  north-weft  corner ; 
the  other  villages  in  that  quarter  being  to    the  north.     The  whole  ifland  is  about  thirty 
miles  lung,  and   fifteen  broad,  and  is  computed  to  be  ninety  miles  in  circumference, 
though  Strabo  makes  it  one  hundred  and  twelve  miles  and  a  half,  which  may  be  true 
if  it  were  meafurcd  round  the  bays  and  harbours.     This  ijland  vv^as  taken  by  a  Genoefe, 
called  Simon  Vignofius,  and  was  moftly  governed  by  the  family  of  the  Juftiniani  from 
Genoua.     The  Turks  became  mafters  of  it  in  one  thoufand  five  hundred  fixt)--fix,  the 
Chriftians  remaining  in  polTefiion  of  the  caftle  till  one  thoufand  five  hundred  ninety- 
five,  when  the  Florentine  galleys  under  Virginio  Urfinio,  making  an  attempt  to  re- 
cover the  ifland  were  repulfed,  and  the  Chrillbns  difpolVelTed  of  the  caftle.     About 
forty-five  years  ago  the  Venetians  took  this  ifland,  but  held  it  only  fix  months,  and  were 
forced  to  yield  it  ag.iin  to  the  Turks,  leaving  only  about  thirty  foldiers  in  the  caftle, 
who  were  foon  fubducd  by  the  conquerors.     This  ifland  has  only  one  city  in  it,  which 
is  commonly  called  Scio,  and  by  the  natives,  by  way  of  eminence,  The  place  or  city 
[H  Xvf»)];  it  was  antiently  called  Chiepolis.    Ihis  town  is  , fituated  about  the  middle 
-of  a  fliallow  bay  on  the  eaft-fide  of  the  ifland  ;  to  the  fouth  of  it  is  that  fine  country 
called  the  Campo,  and  a   niurower  ftrip  to  the  north  called  Livadia.     Within  this  bay 
th<.'re  is  another  finall  one,  which   being  defended   to  the  eaft  by  ruinous  piers,  and 
having  a  light-houle  on  each  fide,  makes  the  port  of  Scio,  intv)  which   the  Ihlpplng 
(  iier  when  they  are  unloaded  ;  and  there  is  a  good  road  without  for  the  largcft  fliips 
;    '  ide  in.     The  caftle  is  to  the  north  of  the  bay,  which  is  about  half  a  mile  in  compafs  j 
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it  is  inhabited  only  by  Turks  and  Jews,  and  is  often  a  place  of  confinement  for  ftate 
prifoners  who  arc  font  from  Connantinople;  and  when  I  was  there  the  late  vizier  landed 
from  Rhodes ;  but  it  is  eftcemed  a  good  omen  when  they  are  brought  nearer  to  Con- 
ftantinople.  To  the  north  of  it  is  Palaiocaftro,  or  the  old  town,  fo  that  probably  the 
anticnt  city  was  on  the  north-fide  of  the  port.  The  chief  part  of  the  prefent  city  is  on 
the  wefl.  fide  of  it,  and  is  feparated  by  gardens  from  the  old  city,  which  is  moftly  inha- 
bited by  the  lower  rank  of  people.  Though  the  ftreets  are  narrow,  yet  the  town  is  well 
built,  there  being  many  fine  houfes  in  it  of  hewn  flone,  inhabited  by  the  Italian 
families  who  remained  here,  and  by  the  rich  Greeks,  many  of  which  were  built  in  the 
time  of  the  Genoufe  government.  The  Greeks'have  a  great  number  of  churches  in  the 
city,  which  are  remarkable  for  the  ikreen,  or  partition  of  wood  before  the  altar,  which 
is  of  fine  carved  work.  One  of  the  churches  is  a  beautiful  fabric,  with  galleries  fup- 
ported  by  pillars,  and  was  built  a  little  before  the  Venetians  took  the  ifland  ;  the  old 
and  new  city  together  are  about  two  miles  in  circumference  without  the  walls. 

The  campo,  or  plain  of  Scio,  to  the  north  of  this  town,  is  a  very  beautiful  country, 
about  two  leagues  long,  and  a  league  broad,  but  it  confifts  entirely  of  country  houfes 
and  gardens  walled  round,  great  part  of  them  are  groves  of  orange  and  lemon  trees  ; 
and  the  houfes  are  fo  near  to  one  another  that  it  appears  like  the  fuburb  of  a  town  ;  and 
from  the  fea  it  looks  almofl;   like  one  continued  city.     The  plain  country  to  the  north 
and  fouth   is  about  four  leagues    long,  and   a  league  broad  in  raoft  parts,  and  in  fome 
more  ;  there  are  alfo  in  it  feveral  gardens  of  mulberry  trees  for  filk  worms  ;  thofe  that 
are  the  mofl:   beautiful   have  a  walk  in  the  middle,  and  to  the  right  and  left  from  the 
houfe  with  fquare  pillars  on  each  fide,  and  feats  built  between  them  of  hewn  ilone  ;  the 
pillars  fupport  a  trellis-work,  which  is  covered  with  vines,  and  on  the  fpaces  on  each 
fide  there  are  groves  of  orange  and  lemon  trees  ;  fome  have  chapels  in  their  gardens, 
with  a   family  vault  under  tliem.     Here  almoft  all  the  people  of  the  city  retire  in  the 
fummer,  and  as  conltantly  return  to  the  town  in  winter  ;  they  go  alfo  out  of  the  town  to 
their  country  houfes  when  there  is  any  plague  ;  and  the  fpring  before  I  was  there,  when 
there  were  fuch  terrible  earthquakes,  many  went  out  of  the  town  ;  but  found  that  it  was 
more  fecure  to  ftay  in  the  city,  where  the  houfes  being  contiguous,  fupport  one  another 
better  againfl:  the  Ihock.   To  the  fouth  and  fouth-weft  part  of  this  country  are  the  villages 
of  the  Campo  ;  but  thefe,  as  well  as  mod  of  the  others  in  the  ifland,  which  are  fixty  in  all, 
are  really  Hke  towns ;  the  houfes  are  built  together,  and  confift  of  feveral  narrow  ftreets, 
having  gates  at  the  entrance,  and  many  of  them  a  caftle  in  the  middle,  efpecially  the 
villages  of  Maftic ;  which  manner  of  building  in  the  country  feems  to  have  been  in- 
troduced as  a  defence  againft  the  incurfions  from  the  continent,  which  were  often  made 
when  this  ifland  was  not  under  the  fame  government.     On  a  hill  to  the  fouth  of  this 
plain  there  is  a  large  convent  called  faint  Minas  ;  from  it  one  afcends  to  the  hills  on 
which  there  are  one  and  twenty  villages  of  maftic,  all  which  except  four  are  together 
on  the  fouth-fide  of  the  plain  ;  one  of  the  four  is  on  the  hills  to  the  weft,  and  is  called 
faint  George.     It  produces  no  maftic,  but  enjoys  the  privileges  of  the  others,  as  bemg 
the  guard  to  three  villages  that  are  to  the  weft  of  the  mountains ;  for  thefe  villages 
have  great  privileges  ;  they  pay  no  rent,  only  a  certain  quantity  of  maftic  to  the  grand 
fignor,  which  I  was  informed  is  yearly  five  tlioufand  and  twenty  okes  of  four  hundred 
drams  each  ;  and  they  are  fubjed  only  to  an  aga  placed  over  them  ;  are  permitted  to 
have  bells  to  their  churches,  bemg  all  Chiiftians,  and  may  wear  white  falhes  to   their 
turbans.     At  the  firft  village  there  is  a  guard  to  hinder  any  one  from  entering  during 
the   feafon  when  they  make  maftic,  unlefs  they  have  an  order  from  the  aga.     The 
maftic  tree,  or  as  it  is  fometimes  called  the  lenti{k,'m  Arabic  Carice,  they  fay,  is  of  two 
forts,  the  wild  and  die  domeftic  tree ;  what  they  call  the  wildjl  have  feen  iu  great  abun- 
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dance  in  Syria,  efpecially  in  the  Holy  Land,  and  in  Cyprus  and  Candia ;  it  bears  a  fmall 
red  berry,  which  they  affirm  the  domellic  does  not ;  it  is  a  large  flirub,  I  have  fecn  it 
fifteen  feet  high ;  they  affirm  that  they  obferve  a  male  and  female  fort  of  the  domeftic 
kind  ;  the  wild  produces  maftic,  but  not  fo  good  as  the  other  ;  and  of  this  the  female, 
which  has  larger  leaves,  and  is  a  brighter  green,  produces  the  bed  maflic  ;  and  that    , 
which  comes  firfl  from  all  of  them,  is  better  than  that  which  drops  afterwards,  when 
the  tree  has  loft  its  ftrength.     On  the  ninth  of  July  they  make  holes  in  the  rind  acrofs 
the  trunk  with  an  inftrument  called  Temetri ;  it  is  hke  an  awl,  except  that  it  has  two 
edges,  and  the  point  of  it  is  an  eighth  of  an  inch  broad  ;  they  fweep  the  ground,  and 
throwing  water  on  it,  tread  it  even  to  make  a  fmooth  floor  ;  in  three  days  the  gum 
begins  to  run,  and  they  let  it  lie  and  dry  for  about  eight  days  ;  it  is  then  hard  enough 
to  handle,  and  they  take  it  up  ;  it   continues   running  all   the  month   of  Auguft, 
and  drops   alfo  in  September,  but  then  it  is  not  good  ;  the  finefl  and  befl  is  called 
Flifcari,  and  fells  for  two   dollars  an  oke ;  the  reft  from  a  dollar  to  a  dollar  and  a 
half;  and  if  they  have  a  greater  quantity  than  the  tribute  which  they  are  to  pay  to  the 
grand   fignior,  they  may  have  a  licence  to  fell  it ;  notwithdanding  I  have  reafon  to 
believe  that  moll  of  it  is  fold  clandeflinely,  that  their  tribute  may  not  be  increafed.     I 
have  been  told  that  water,  in  which  the  wood  of  this  tree  has  been  boiled,  is  good 
againfl  the  gout,  and   that  the  wood  of  it  has  been  clandeftinely  procured  by  fome 
perfons,  in  order  to  fend  it  into  fome  parts  of  Italy  for  that  purpofe.     The  maflic  was 
formerly  fent  to  Venice,  but  is  now  exported  only  to  Conftantinople  and  Smyrna  ;  it  is 
chewed  only  by  the  Turks,   efpecially  the  ladies,  who  ufe  it  both  as  an  an-ufement, 
and  alfo  to  whiten  their  teeth,  and  fweeten  the  breath,  on  which  account  it  is  much 
ufed  by   thofe  of  the  grand  fignior's  feraglio  ;  it  is  alfo  put  in  bread,  and  is  faid  to 
have  a  very  good  tafle ;  the  whitefl  and  clearefl  is  the  befl,  but  after  a  year  it  turns 
yellow,  though  it  is  thought  it  does  not  lofe  its  virtue ;  they  fometimes  cut  the  wild 
fort  ;  but  I  have  great  reafon  to  think,  though  they  faid  otherwife,  that  the  difference 
between  the  wild  and   domeftic  is,    that  they  take   off  the  flowers  from  the  domeftic, 
which  would  produce  fruit,  in  order  to  make  the  tree  give  a  greater  quantity  of  gum, 
and  of  a  better  quality ;  not  to  mention  that  their   cutting  it  early  may  prevent  its 
flowering,  by  enervating  the  force  of  the  tree.     I  obferved  on  the  domedic  tree  a  fort 
of  a  black  dried  flower,  like  that  of  the  male  afh,  which,  they  fay,  is  fometimes  on  all 
the  trees,  both  male  and  female,  though  I  imagine  it  to  be  the  flower  only  of  the  male. 
The  maftic  niufl  not  be  made  in  any  other  parts  of  the  ifland,  and,  if  I  do  not  miflake, 
the  making  of  it  is  prohibited  throughout  all  the  grand  figinor's  dominions ;  and  it  is 
adually  made  no  where   elfe,  though  it  was  formerly  ;  for  Diofcorides  fays,  that  the 
maftic  of  Scio  was  the  befl  in  the  world,  which  probably  may  be  owing  to  fome  art  they 
may  have  to  keep  it  from  blowing  and   bearing  fruit.     After  I  left   that  part  of  the 
ifland,  I  was  informed  that  at  one  of  the  Maflic  villages  called  Kalamoty,  on  the  fouth- 
wefl  part  of  the  ifland,  there  was  lately  difcovercd  a  fubtcrraneous  building,  fupported 
by  pillars. 

1  went  to  vifit  two  convents  further  to  the  fouth,  and  was  fhewn  a  fpot  of  ground, 
near  a  winter  torrent,  about  two  miles  in  compafs,  which,  they  fay,  after  a  great  Hood, 
funk  down  in  fuch  a  manner  that  the  trees  iuid  houfes  were  overturned  ;  and  1  faw  the 
marks  oftliis  accident  (till  remaining,  which,  one  would  imagine,  nuift  be  owing  to  fome 
cavity  under  ground,  the  flood  loofening  one  fide,  which  fupported  it.  There  are 
three  fmall  convents,  and  a  nunnery  this  way ;  1  did  not  fee  them  all,  but  I  was  at  a 
large  nuiuiery  near  a  village  culled  Calaniaria ;  they  build  or  buy  their  apartments,  half 

going 
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going  to  the  hoaJ  convent  of  Neamone,  and  half  to  the  relations  of  the  deccafed ;  they 

r cannot  profefs  before  they  are  fncnty-five  years  old  ;    and  they  may  take  the  vow  after 

that  age  without  probation  ;  they  are  admitted  by  the  abbefs,  and  have  no  allowance,  but 

live  on  their  fortunes,  or  labour,  for  they  have  a  dimitty  manufadure  in  this  convent. 

They  may  go  out  when  they  pleafe,  as  they  often  do,  and  live  fome  months  in  the 

houics  of  their  friends  ;  the  gates  are  open,  and  all  have  accefs,  and  that  without  any 

fcandal ;  and  to  gcatify  a  Itranger  for  a  fniall  piece  of  money  they  will  fing  in  their 

•  churches  a  form  which  they  call  a  Paraclefis  ;  fome  live  in  the  convent  without  ever 

taking  the  vow,  or  at  leafl  not  till  fuch  time  as  there  is  little  danger  of  being  induced 

.to  break  it.     There  are  in  this  nunnery  fome  old  women,  who  live  on  the  charity  of 

the  others,  and  of  thofe  who  come  to  it. 

Going  from  the  villages  of  Maitic,  we  came  to  a  place  called  Sclavia  ;  it  was  for- 
merly much  inhabited  by  the  Genoefe,  mod  of  whom  went  away  with  the  Venetians, 
.and  there  remain  now  only  a  few  poor  Roman  catholic  families  of  Genoefe  extraflion, 
who  have  a  fmall  church  ;  there  are  two  of  their  magnificent  houfes  remaining,  with  a 
very  line  mountain  before  one  of  them.  At  a  village  called  Carchiofc-  I  faw  over  the 
church  a  very  antient  alt  relief  of  our  S>.viour's  triumphal  entrance  into  Jerufalem  ;  the 
fculpture  is  but  indifferent. 

\Vc  went  northward  betv.'een  the  mountains,  and  turning  weft  came  to  the  large 
convent  of  Neamone,  about  two  leagues  to  the  weft  of  the  city  ;  it  is  fituated  on  a  hill 
in  the  middle  of  the  mountains  ;  this  convent  was  founded,  or  the  church  built  by  the 
emperor  Conltantine  Omonomilos  ;  his  pidure,  and  that  of  his  emprefs  Thea,  are  in 
fevcral  parts  of  the  church.  The  convent  is  large  and  irregularly  built  round  an 
oblong  fquare  court,  and  two  or  three  fmaller.  In  the  middle  there  is  a  church,  which 
is  efleemed  one  of  the  fineft  in  the  Archipelago,  it  originally  feems  to  have  had  two 
porticos,  to  which  a  fmaller  has  been  added,  and  a  tower  that  has  deftroyed  the  beauty 
of  the  front;  the  door  cafes  are  all  of  jafper  or  fine  marbles,  and  on  each  fide  of  the 
outer  one  there  is  a  column  of  the  fame ;  the  eaft  fide  of  it  within  is  wainfcotted  with 
jafper  and  beautiful  marbles ;  the  fecond  portico  is  painted,  and  the  arch  is  adorned 
•with  feveral  figures  in  mofaic.  In  the  outcrmoft  are  the  reliques  of  three  faints  of  the 
place  kept  in  a  red  jafper  cheft  ;  the  church  itfelf,  which  is  the  choir,  is  a  fquare  of 
about  thirty  feet,  excepting  the  part  within  the  flcreen  of  the  high  altar ;  the  whole  is 
adorned  with  pillars,  and  wainfcotted  and  paved  with  jafper,  and  the  moft  coftly 
marbles  ;  and  on  the  dome  and  upper  parts  are  reprefented  hiftory  pieces  of  our 
Saviour  in  mofaic,  finely  done  for  thofe  times.  They  fhew  fome  reliques,  much 
efteemed  by  the  Greeks,  as  the  thumb  of  St.  John  Baptift,  the  fcull  of  Timothy,  a 
bone  of  St.  Luke,  and  St.  George,  and  a  piece  of  the  crofs.  The  abbot  is  chofe  for 
two  years,  and  no  woman  can  enter  the  convent ;  they  keep,  at  leaft  in  public,  the 
old  inftitution  of  eating  no  meat ;  there  are  two  hundred  perfons  in  the  convent, 
iwenty-five  of  which  are  priefts,  fifty  ftavroforoi,  or  crofs  bearers,  who  are  thofe  who 
have  taken  the  ftrict  vow,  and  ought  never  to  eat  flefti  ;  and  four  or  five  of  the  Mega- 
Joikema,  whofe  vow  is  ib  ftrict  that  they  can  have  no  employ  in  the  convent,  or 
elfewhere ;  and  though  they  ought  to  have  no  property,  yet  this  is  permitted, 
bccaufe  they  are  obliged  to  pay  their  poll  tax.  They  admit  caloyers  here  for  a  fum  of 
money,  who  may  go  and  live  on  their  own  farms,  and  are  entitled  to  a  certain  portion 
of  bread  and  wine,  though  abfent ;  fo  that  the  convent  is  ferved,  either  by  hired 
fervants,  or  fuch  a.s  labour  five  or  fix  years  to  be  admitted  caloyers,  without  money,  or 
by  fuch  caloyers  as  have  offices,  by  which  they  gain  fomething  for  themfelves. 

In 
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In  the  way  from  the  convent  to  the  town  there  is  a  hill  called  the  marble  table 
[^iVfaf/xa'fjt  ToaTTf^a],  out  of  which,  they  fay,  the  jafper  was  taken  that  is  emplo)'ed 
about  the  church.  Strabo  obferves,  that  there  is  a  vein  of  marble  in  the  ifland,  and 
Pliny  fays,  that  the  firft  jafper  was  found  here ;  it  is  a  fine  red  fort,  and  the  winter 
torrents  near  the  city  having  brought  down  feveral  pieces  of  it,  they  have  taken  thofe 
ftones  to  pave  the  ftreets,  and  there  are  feveral  other  curious  marbles  found  in  the  b?ds 
of  thofe  torrents.  I  went  to  fee  two  of  the  three  fountains  on  the  fides  of  the  moun- 
tains, which  are  conveyed  five  or  fix  miles  to  the  city,  and  pafled  a  valley  on  an 
aqueduft  built  with  arches. 

From  the  city  I  made  a  voyage  round  part  of  the  ifland  ;  the  plain  to  the  north  of 
the-city  is  called  Livadia,  and  is  near  two  leagues  long ;  there  is  a  fmall  village  in  it 
called   Eretes,  which  might  give  occafion  for  the  miftake  of  a  certain  author,  who 
mentioning  a  place  here  of  fuch  a  name,  fays,  that  the  Sibyl  Erithra;a  was  bom  there ; 
whereas  fhe  was  of  the  city  Erythra;,  on  the  oppofite  continent.     At  the  end  of  this 
plain,  and  toward  the  fouth  end  of  the  bay,  is  that  great  piece  of  antiquity,  which  is 
called  Homer's  fchool ;  it  is  near  the  fea  fide  on  the  foot  of  a  mountain  called  Eposj 
it  is  a  part  of  the  rock  that  fets  out  beyond  the  reft,  the  furface  of  which  is  hewn  into 
a  feat  all  round,  which  I  take  to  have  been  a  figure  of  many  unequal  fides,  though  it 
is  commonly  faid  to  be  round  ;  it  is  indeed  much  broken  and  defaced,  and  the  fide  next 
to  the  fea  is  fallen  down;  within  this  feat  there  is  a  cube  three  feet  above  the  floor, 
and  on  the  fide  next  to  the  fea  there  is  a  mezzo  rehevo  of  a  perfon  fitting,  and  a  fmaller 
figure  on  each  fide  ;  that  in  the  middle  may  be  fuppofed  to  be  Homer ;  and  thofe  on 
each  fide  two  of  the  IMufes*.     The  heads  of  the  figures  are  broken  off,  except  of  the 
lion  behind  ;  for  on  the  three  other  fides  are  reliefs  of  an  animal ;  that  behind  is  a  Jion 
paflant,  the  other  two  have  the  heads  broke  off,  and  are  very  much  defaced,  but  feem 
fo  be  lions ;  by  which  may  be  reprefented  the  fire  and  force  with  which  this  poet 
viTote.     Many  think  that  Homer's  verfes  were  taught  here  ;  and  it  is  not  improbable, 
when  fo  many  places  contended  for  his  birth,  that  the  people  of  Chius  fliould  caufe 
this  place  to  be  hewn  out  in  memory  of  him  ;  and  here  they  might  at  fome  certain 
times    rchearfe   his  verfes   to    his   honour.      About    two    or   three   leagues   funher 
north   is  a  bay  called  port  Delfin,    which  I  thought  might  be  Fanum,   mentioned 
by  Strabo,  till  I  came  to  Fana,  mentioned  below  in  another  place ;  oppofite  to  this 
are  the  iflands  called  Spermadori,  and  in  Greek  Egonufes,  which  flretch  almoft  to 
the  mouth  of  the  channel  ;   they  belong  to  Scio,  and  are  inhabited  only  by  herdfmen. 
The  north-weft  cape  of  the  illaud,  is  that  which  Strabo  calls  Pofidium,  which,  he 
fays  comes  near  to  the  promontory  of  Argenum  of  Erythrae,  though  the  diftance 
which   he  mentions  of  fixty  ftadia  feems  to  be  a  miftake  for  a  hundred  and  fixty, 
as  it  is  computed  twenty  miles,     Oppofite  to  the  mouth  of  this  channel  is  Mytclene,  the 
antient  Leftios,  computed  to  be  about  forty  miles  diftant.     About  a  league  to  the  weft; 
of  the  north-eaft  part  of  Scio,  now  called  Laguardia,  is  the  deep  bay  of  Fana,  which  is 
wide  at  the  opening,  but  narrower  towards  the  end,  and  is  ftieltered  by  an  ifland  called 
Saint  Margaret :  here  Strabo  l;iys  there  was  a  grove  of  palms,  and  a  temple  of  Apollo, 
the  weft  w  all   of  which   is   ftill  ftandiiig  ;  it  is  four  feet  thick,  and  at   the  diftance  of 
every  three  feet  there  are  two  layers  of  brick,  the  entrance  of  it   fronts  to  the  eaft  ;   it 
was  about  feventy-five  feet  long,  and  thirty-five  broad,  as  well  as  I  could  difcover  from 
what  remains  of  the  foundations.     I  faw  fome  pieces  of  grey  marble  about  it,  which 

•  Cliandler,  51,   calU  it  an  open  Temple  of  Cylck,  whofe  figure  is  in  the  centre  ;  the  head  and  one  an» 
wanting. 

VOL.  X,  4  JL  appeared 
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appeared  to  have  been  joined  with  iron  cramps.  This  inner  part  of  the  bay  has  a  fine 
beach  on  the  well  anJ  louih  fides  for  boats  to  come  up  to,  and  feenis  to  be  the  place 
called  Notium  by  Strabo,  which  he  fays  is  a  fine  fliore,  and  may  have  received  its 
name  from  its  fituation  to  the  fouth-fouth-wefl,  tJiat  wind  being  called  Notia :  he  fays, 
it  is  three  hundred  ftadia  diflant  from  tl'.e  city  by  fea,  but  by  land  only  (ixty,  which  is 
another  midake  for  a  hundred  and  fixty,  it  being  computed  eighteen  miles  :  this  is  now 
called  the  bay  of  Cardamilla,  from  a  village  of  that  name  near  it.  In  this  part  of  the 
iiland,  to  the  north  of  the  city,  and  alo.ig  the  northern  fhore,  there  are  fourteen  villages  ; 
it  is  the  part  called  Jspanameria,  with  the  eight  villages  mentioned  to  the  weft  of  the 
mountains.  A  rivulet  called  Sclavia  runs  into  the  fea  about  a  league  to  the  weft  ;  its 
fource  comes  from  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  and  runs  on  a  bed  of  wliite  marble  with  a 
reddidi  call.  This  country  called  Nagofe  or  Naofe,  without  doubt  from  a  temple  near, 
forao  fiuall  ruins  of  which  are  now  to  be  feen ;  from  the  beft  judgment  I  could  make, 
it  was  fifty-five  feet  long,  and  thirty-five  broad  ;  the  pieces  of  marble,  which  are  very 
large,  feem  to  have  been  j)oliflied,  and  it  appears  as  if  there  had  been  two  flops  all 
round  ;  tliere  are  no  figns  either  of  pillars  or  pibfters.  This  temple  Tournefort  fup- 
pofes  to  have  been  dedicated  to  Neptune,  who  had  amours  with  a  nymph  here :  he 
conjeftures  that  this  fountain  of  wuer  is  that  of  Helena,  mentioned  by  Stcphanus  ;  and, 
as  heobfcrves,  Vitruvius  fpeaks  of  a  fountain  in  thisifland,  the  waters  of  which  make 
people  mad  ;  in  which  he  was  probably  mifmformed,  there  being  not  fo  much  as  any 
tradition  that  there  ever  was  fuca  a  fountain.  This  place  is  oppofite  to  port  Sigri  in 
Mytilene.  We  went  on  weftward,  came  to  a  ftream,  and  walked  along  the  fide  of  it 
to  a  poor  village  called  Aie-Thelene,  on  a  high  hill :  we  went  to  fee  a  grotto  on  the 
fouth  fide  of  the  hill  under  it,  which  is  more  famous  for  a  foolifh  fuperdition  of  the 
Greeks,  than  lor  any  tiling  that  ii  very  curious  in  it ;  over  it  there  is  a  church,  and 
within  the  grot,  which  has  fome  petrifications  in  it,  made  by  the  droppings  of  the 
water  ;  there  is  one  of  thofo  pendant  petrifications,  from  one  part  of  which  the  water 
coniinualiy  drops  ;  they  fay,  that  it  formerly  dropped  from  another  part  of  the  fame 
ftone,  wiiich  is  now  broken  ;  thefe,  they  tell  their  devotees,  are  the  teats  of  the  Virgin- 
Mary  ;  that  the  ^-atcr  is  milk,  and  that  no  body  mull  drink  of  it  but  fafting  ;  and  give 
the  pilgrims  fomo  little  ftones  of  the  petrifications,  which,  they  fay,  are  good  againft 
a  lever  when  boiled  in  water.  The  water  of  the  rivulet  below  never  f;uls,  and  they 
have  fmall  eels  in  it  called  Mungri,  which  is  the  only  frefli-water  fifli.  in  the  ifland.  If 
we  fuppofe  that  Saint  Thelena  is  a  corruption  of  Helena,  v.e  may  conjedure  that  this  is 
her  fpring,  mentioned,  as  above,  by  Stephanus.  We  walked  two  miles,  almoft  as  far 
as  the  north-weft  cape  of  the  ifl^d  called  Mclano,  and  went  to  a  village  of  the  fame 
n,\mc ;  this  is  the  old  promontory  of  Melana  ;  and  t'ae  city  of  that  nanie  mentioned  by 
Strabo,  might  be  where  the  village  is,  though  there  are  no  figns  of  antiquity.  The 
governor  oi  Saint  Thelena  fent  an  exprefs  to  this  village  to  give  advice  of  our  arrival, 
according  to  their  cuftom.  Going  about  three  leagues  further  to  the  fouth,  we  came 
to  Vohflo,  where  the  country  of  Arioufa  feems  to  begin,  which  was  fo  famous  for  its 
.  wines  ;  it  e-xtended  for  three  hundred  ftadia  in  length,  and  is  faid  to  have  produced  the 
nctb.r  of  the  ancients ;  the  Chian  wine  is  praifed  by  Horace  and  Virgil ;  and  we  have 
an  account  tliat  Ceiar  uft;d  it  in  his  triumphs  ;  and  this  fpot  ftill  produces  very  good 
wine. 

VolilTo  is  faid  to  have  had  its  name  fron  Bellifarius,  whom  they  call  Vellifarius,  and 
f^y,  that  he  came  here  with  his  armies,  and  built  the  caftle;  and  I  find  there  is  an 
author  who  gives  an  account  that  he  was  imprifoned  in  it.  Volillb  is  about  two  miles 
from  the  fea,  on  the  fide  of  the  hill  on  which  the  caftle  ftands,  which  was  defended 

with 


IN    THE    EAST.  627 

with  round  tourers ;  there  is  a  church  in  it  dedicated  to  Saint  EHas.  About  tv/o  leagues 
fouth  ol"  this  phicc  is  the  convent  of  Diefca,  dedicated  to  Saint  John  Baptifi,  fituated 
in  a  very  retired  place  on  the  fide  of  the  hills,  which  extend  a  great  way  to  the  wcit, 
and  make  a  cape  called  Pefaro ;  at  the  angle  of  the  bay  tiiere  is  a  village  of  Mallic,  to 
the  fouth  of  which  there  are  feveral  other  villages  along  the  weftern  fliore.  This  land 
makes  a  fort  of  a  large  bay,  with  the  land  of  Voliflo  to  the  north  ;  but  there  is  no  port, 
and  it  is  much  expofed  to  the  weft  and  fouth-wcft  winds.  Thefe  mountains  extend  to 
the  eaft  to  mount  Klias,  which  is  the  higheft  hill  in  the  ifland,  and  was  antiently  called 
Pellina:us;  to  the  weft  of  thefe  mountains  is  the  country  of  VoHflb,  full  of  fmall  hills, 
with  little  fruitful  vales  between  them,  where  they  make  good  wine,  much  filk,  and 
preferve  a  great  quantity  of  figs.  From  the  high  lands  I  difcovered  what  they  told  me 
was  Monte  Santo,  but  I  rather  took  it  to  be  Stalim.ene :  and  here  we  faw  Sciro,  the 
Negropont,  Andros,  and  Vmc.  The  villages  of  VoliiTo  and  Perieh,  which  is  one  of 
the  villages  of  Maftic,  are  exempt  from  all  ecclcfiaftical  jurifdic.ion,  except  that  of  the 
patriarch  of  Conftantinople. 

Chap.  II.  —  Of  the  naiural  hljlory,  ciijioms,  trade,  and  government  cf  Scio. 

A  GREAT  part  of  Scio  confifts  of  rocky  mountains  and  hills,  and  even  the  foil  of 
the  plains  is  but  poor,  and  naturally  fit  02iiy  for  trees ;  but  they  are  very  induftrious, 
and  the  inhabitants  beftow  great  labour  on  it.  The  greateft  part  of  the  mountains  are 
of  a  lead  coloured  marble,  ftreaked  with  white ;  they  have  alfo  about  the  city  and 
plain  fome  quarries  of  a  reddilh  free-ftone,  it  being  a  rocky  foil.  The  air  of  Scio  is 
confequently  very  good ;  but  the  great  communication  it  has  with  other  parts  is  the 
caufe  that  they  often  have  the  plague ;  they  alfo  feel  thofe  earthquakes  which  do  more 
damage  on  the  neighbouring  continent.  There  are  feveral  winter  torrents,  but  very 
few  rivulets  that  run  all  the  year  ;  however,  they  have  a  great  number  of  fine  fprings, 
and  find  water  almoft  in  all  places  where  they  dig ;  that  of  the  plain  of  Sdo  is  not 
reckoned  fo  good  as  the  water  of  the  rocky  countries. 

The  ever-green  oak,  the  pine,  the  wild  maftic  tree,  and  the  caroub,  are  the  only 
trees  that  I  obferved  growing  wild,  except  a  very  few  common  oaks  ;  but  by  improve- 
ment they  have  all  forts  of  fruit  trees,  and  the  mulberry-tree  for  their  filk  has  a  great 
place  among  them ;  they  have  alfo  the  terebinth-tree,  the  rind  of  which  they  cut  to  let 
the  turpentine  run  out  upon  ftones,  which  they  place  under  it ;  they  call  it  Crementina, 
and  by  the  Druggifts  it  is  called  Terebintina,  and  Turpentine,  and  does  not  dry  to  a 
gum,  but  is  preserved  in  vafcs  ;  it  is  efteemed  the  beft  that  is  made,  though  the  tree  is 
very  common  in  Syria :  they  have  cotton  here  for  their  own  ufo,  and  a  veiy  fmall 
quantity  of  flax,  and  fome  corn,  but  not  fufficicnt  for  the  confumption  of  the  ifland, 
there  being  much  corn  imported  from  the  continent  of  Afia,  and  fometimes  from  Alex- 
andria. The  herbage  here  is  fo  fcarce,  th.it  they  give  their  cattle  the  cotton  flirubs  to 
eat  when  the  cotton  is  gathered,  and  preferve  the  dried  leaves  of  the  vines  for  them  in 
winter. 

They  have  no  fort  of  wild  beaft,  except  foxes  and  hares  :  mules  arc  generally  ufed 
throughout  the  ifland,  and  they  fell  fome  of  them  at  great  prices  ;  the  humble  afs  ferves 
the  poorer  fort  of  people,  there  being  only  a  few  of  the  top  families  in  the  city  who  ufe 
horfcs  ;  they  have  no  wheel  carriages.  The  want  of  herbage  makes  all  forts  of  meat 
very  dear,  except  goat's  flclh,  which  they  have  on  the  mountains ;  but  fhecp  are  fo 
fcarce,  that  in  the  village*  of  Maftic,  every  family  almoft  has  a  domcftic  e;we  for 
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breeding,  which  follows  them  about  like  a  doc![.     They  have  now  no  domeftic  partridges 
that  come  at  a  \vhi(llc,  but  great  plenty  of  wild  ones  of  the  red  fort. 

Befides  the  ori_:;inai  natives,  there  are  here  fome  noble  Greek  families,  who  retired 
from  Conflantinople,  when  it  w;.s  taken  by  the  Turks  ;  they  have  alio  feveral  Gcnoefe 
families  on  this  ifland,  but  only  thofe  of  the  name  of  Juftiniani  and  Grimaldi,  who  are 
noble  and  rich  ;  of  the  former  there  are  about  ten  families.  This  ifland  is  rich,  and 
excecdinqlv  well  peopled,  infoinuch  that  every  thing  is  twice  as  dear  as  it  is  in  Candia ; 
they  compute  that  there  are  a  hundred  thoufand  iniiabitants,  of  which  half  are  in  the 
cit)-,  and  in  the  villages  about  the  plain,  and  of  thefe  three  thoufand  are  Roman 
Catholics,  who  are  all  of  Genoefe  extraction,  and  call  themfclves  Italians.  There  are 
about  forty  families  of  Jews  in  the  caftle,  and  five  thoufand  Turks,  the  reft  are  all 
Greeks,  there  being  no  Turks  in  the  villages.  The  Greeks  have  a  bifliop,  whom  they 
call  metropolitan ;  and  the  Romans  have  one  likewife,  who  is  chofen  by  the  pope  out 
of  fix  natives  of  the  country,  nominated  by  the  chief  people  among  them,  as  they 
informed  me,  though  I  find  the  prefent,  who  is  the  firft  fince  their  churches  were 
dedroyed  on  the  Venetian  invafion,  was  put  in  by  the  pope  without  any  nomination : 
they  have  about  fifty  Roman  priefts,  who  celebrate  according  to  the  Latin  rite,  fome 
few  of  them  have  been  educated  in  Rome,  and  all  the  Roman  Catholics  of  fafhion  fpeak 
Italian  very  well.  The  government  here  has  corrupted  the  language  in  the  city  in  fuch 
a  manner,  that  the  country  people  talk  by  much  the  purer  Greek.  In  the  convent  of 
Neamone,  and  in  the  city,  there  are  priefts  that  teach  the  old  Greek  ;  thofe  who  under- 
ftand  it  are  reckoned  to  fpeak  the  beft  modern  Greek,  and  often  ufe  old  words ;  and 
If  they  would  come  into  the  cuftom  of  ftudying  the  antient  Greek  in  all  parts,  it  might 
be  a  great  means  to  purify  and  improve  the  modern  language. 

As  to  the  genius  of  the  people,  they  are  indurtrious,  and  fliarp  in  acquiring,  but 
luxurious  and  extravagant  on  the  days  when  they  have  repofe  from  their  employs : 
they  are  very  dextrous  in  managing  affairs,  and  one  may  make  a  conjefture  of  their 
capacities  from  a  reafon  a  Sciote  gave  me  why  they  had  fo  few  Jews  there,  which  was, 
bccaufe  the  people  were  too  fliarp  for  them.  The  Greeks  and  Roman  Catholics  have  " 
a  great  averfion  to  one  another,  and  thofe  of  one  profeflion  are  not  Chriftians  in  the 
judgment  of  the  other ;  the  Francifcans  of  propaganda  fide,  and  the  Capuchins,  have 
a  fmall  convent  in  the  city  ;  the  former  under  the  Dutch  proteiElion,  and  the  latter 
under  the  French,  to  whom  they  are  chaplains :  there  are  in  the  ifland  three  nunneries 
and  eight  convents. 

The  drcfs  of  the  men  here  is  much  the  fame  as  that  of  Candia.  The  youth  and 
people  of  fafliion,  when  in  the  country,  wear  trowfers,  with  flioes  and  (lockings.  The 
garments  of  the  ladies  come  but  a  little  below  their  knees,  and  they  are  drefl'ed  all  in 
white,  even  to  their  flioes,  except  that  their  coat  is  often  of  damafk,  or  fome  other 
coloured  filk,  but  without  fleeves ;  they  wear  a  head  drefs,  which  is  particular  to  the 
Sciotes,  it  is  of  a  ftiftcncd  fine  muflin,  made  fo  as  to  ftand  up  very  high,  extends  out 
far  on  the  right  fide,  and  is  calledaCapalh  ;  they  are  very  fair  and  beautiful,  and  the 
men  alfo  are  comely.  The  women  are  not  fliy,  but  have  a  certain  air  of  alTurance  and 
fimplicity  that  feemed  to  bcfpeak  their  virtue,  for  they  appeared  to  me  to  be  modeft 
women ;  and  though  I  have  heard  general  reflecliions  made  on  them,  yet  I  was  aflured 
that  the  charader  of  their  being  otherwife  is  owing  to  fome  inferior  people  among 
them,  who  go  out  of  the  ifland  chiefly  to  get  into  fervices.  Their  open  manner  of 
behaviour  feems  to  be  owing  to  fome  certain  culloms  they  have ;  for  vifiting  is  not  in 
Miion  J  but  the  houfes  in  the  ftreets  having  ail  ftone  feats  before  them,  the  women  of 
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befl:  fafliion,  as  well  as  the  vulgar,  on  Sundays  and  holidays,  fit  almofl  all  day  in  the 
(Ireets,  aud  the  men  come  and  ftand  by  them,  and  hold  a  converfatlon,  or  they  dif- 
courfe  with  one  another.  In  the  villages  the  men  and  women  dance  together  in  the 
public  fqnares,  and  the  mothers  and  the  virgins  fit  round  till  midnight,  and  enjoy  the 
converfations  of  their  neighbours  ;  it  feems  to  be  a  cuftom  conthiued  from  the  antient 
Greeks,  among  whom  dancing  was  looked  on  as  a  great  perfeftion,  whereas  with  the 
Romans  it  was  hardly  confiftejit  with  the  charafter  of  a  modeft  woman.  Though  there 
is  no  jcaloufy,  yet  the  men  hardly  ever  go  into  the  houfes  of  any  that  are  not  relations, 
and  not  often  even  to  thofe ;  the  women  alfo  rarely  go  into  one  anothcrs  houfes,  as 
they  enjoy  converfation  in  this  public  manner  ;  nor  is  it  the  cuftom  to  make  any  invita- 
tions to  entertainments,  not  even  of  ftrangers,  much  lefs  to  lodge  them  in  their  houfes. 
The  women  fpin  filk,  and  do  other  bufinel's  at  home,  never  flirring  out,  but  on  Sundays 
and  holidays.  The  Franks  have  little  trade,  and  no  merchants  here  ;  but  the  French 
have  a  conful,  and  one  of  Genoefe  extradion  is  conful  both  to  the  Enghlh  and 
Dutch. 

The  chief  trade  of  the  ifland  is  an  export  of  manufaftured  damaflvS  and  ether  filks; 
to  carry  on  which  they  import  yearly  from  Tin^,  and  a  place  near  Salonica,  about 
twelve  thoufand  okes,  their  own  produce  of  raw  filk  not  being  fufficient.  They  feud 
thefe  manufaftures  to  Conllantinople,  Smyrna,  and  other  parts,  the  natives  paying 
only  a  duty  of  half  per  cent,  whereas  foreigners  pay  five  ;  every  oke  of  raw  filk  brought 
into  the  town  pays  fixtcen  medins  duty,  and  all  that  is  exported  a  medin  a  pike. 
Another  great  export  is  lemons  and  China  oranges.  Their  import  is  oil  from  Candia 
iuid  Mytilene,  both  for  lamps  and  eating ;  and  wine  from  Ipfara  and  Mycone,  though 
thty  have  much  good  wine  here,  but  it  is  not  fufficient  for  their  ufe  ;  they  import  com 
from  Afia.  The  public  revenue  arifes  from  the  cuftoms,  and  from  the  poll  tax  of  fix 
to  len  dollars  a  head,  according  as  it  is  fixed  on  the  villages,  except  the  villages  of 
RIaftic,  in  which  they  pay  only  three  dollars  ;  alfo  there  is  a  fmall  rent  paid  for  kmds, 
and  the  governor  pays  in  the  whole  about  three  hundred  purfes,  and  raifes  four  hun- 
dred, that  is,  between  forty  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds. 

This  ifland  was  ufually  governed  by  a  pafha,  who  was  generally  a  difgraced  perfon  ; 
and  the  Chriftians  had  five  deputies,  two  of  them  Roman  Catholics,  and  two  Greeks, 
\i.  ho  had  great  power,  decided  all  civil  caufes  between  Chriilians,  and  could  apprehend 
all  Chriftian  oflenders,  fend  them  to  be  judged  by  the  cadi,  and  require  them  either  to 
be  fent  out  of  the  country,  or  executed  ;   but  about  twenty  years  ago  the  deputies,  on 
fome  pretence,  were  carried   to  Conllantinople  and  imprifoned,  and  then  a  mofolcm 
was  fent  inltead  of  a  paflia,  and  in  the  place  of  deputies  they  have  only,  as  they  have 
in  other  iflands,  vicardi,  I  fuppofe,  a  corruption  of  vicarii ;  they  have  thefe  in  the  fame 
manner  as  the  deputies,  but  with   lefs  power,  however  they  c;m  remonltrate ;  and  if 
the  mofolem  does  any  thing  unlawfully,  they  can  move  the  affair  to  the  cadi ;  but  if 
that  officer  and  the  other  governor  are  united  they  can  do  little  ;   however,  the  cadi  often 
calls  them  to  be  prefent  at  any  difputes  between  Chriilians ;  and  they  are  frequently 
made  referees  in  many  cales  between  them  at  this  time  ;  and  lately  they  caufed  a  gover- 
nor to  be  removed  and   puiiidied  ;   however,  the   governor,  on  the  leall  pretext,  will 
fine,  which  is  the  puniihment  for  thofe  that  are  rich,  and  render  themfolves  obnoxious. 
One  of  the  Julliniani  is  always  one  of  the  two  Roman  vicardi,  and  often  one  of  the 
Grimaldi,  and  one  of  the  riclielt  Greeks;  their  office  continues  for  one   year,  and  is 
very  troublelbme ;  they  name  their  fuccelfors.     When   they  had  deputies  the  people 
paid  no  rent  for  their  lands,  ;md  the  deputies  could  levy  money  for  their  public 
cxpencesj  but  when  the  deputies  were  laid  alide,  a  valuation  was  made  of  all  the 
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l.mds,  ard  a  rmull  rent  fixed  on  them :  the  mofl:  any  one  pays  docs  not  amount  t» 
above  fix  or  fcvon  pounds  a  year,  and  fometimes  a  poor  village  docs  not  pay  more. 
For  in  fome  of  the  inland  mountainous  parts,  where  they  are  very  poor,  the  live  by 
truck-ing  every  thing,  cannot  fell  the  wine  they  have,  by  reafon  of  the  difEcuky  af 
c  irriagc,  and  raife  what  money  they  mufl  have  by  their  little  flocks  of  (heep.  Every 
V  llage  is  governed  by  a  vicardi,  who  fometimes  is  the  parifli  priefl:,  and  is  appointed 
-y.'arly  in  the  fame  manner ;  his  office  is  much  the  fame  as  that  of  the  head  vicardi,  to 
lend  offenders  to  the  cadi,  and  alfo  to  levy  all  public  taxes,  or  to  affiit  in  it.  The  cadi  of 
the  ifland  is  fent  every  feven  or  eight  months  from  Conftantinople ;  his  jurifJiclion 
extci\ds  to  Gefmc,  on  the  continent ;  he  fends  his  deputy  about  to  all  the  villages,  to 
refide  in  each  eight  or  ten  days,  in  order  to  decide  difputcs,  but  principally  to  raife 
money  by  fines  for  offences. 

Chap.  III.  —  Of  the  ijland  of  Ipfara. 

WE  failed  from  Voliffo  for  Ipfara  in  about  five  hours,  which,  they  fay,  is  forty 

miles  diffant,  though  I  conjedure  that  cape  Melanon   is  but  twenty  miles  from   the 

north-eait  point  of  Ipfara  ;  Strabo  computes  it  to  be  only  fifty  ftadia,  though  if  he  had 

faid  a  hundred  and  iifty,  it  would  be  nearer  the  true  diffance.     Our  boatmen  looked 

out  very  (liarply,  to  fee  it  there  were  any  Maltefe  in  the  port  of  Ipfara.     I  faw  the  ifland 

of  Andros  to  the  fouth,  Schiro  to  the  weft:,  and  the  cape  of  the  Negropont,  called 

cape  Diro,  which  is  the  old  promontory  Cepharcus,  and  was  famous  for  the  fliipwreck. 

of  the  Greek  fleet.     We  arrived  at  Iplara,  called  by  Strabo,  Pfyra,  [i  jf ^i]  v.ho  fays, 

it  had  a  city  of  the  fame  name;  but  he  is  miftaken  in  the  circumference  of  the  ifland, 

for  it  is  computed  to  be  eighteen  miles  round,  whereas  he  makes  it  but  forty  fl:adia  or 

five  miles.     The  ifland  is  high  and  rocky  on  the  north  and    eafl   fides,  and  is  about 

fix  miles  long  and  three  broad ;  on  the  fouth  fide  there  are  two  bays ;  in  that  to 

the  weft  is  the  fmall  ifland  of  Saint  Demetrius,  which  has   its  name  from   a  chapel 

on  it,  within  which  there  is   a  good  port    to   anchor ;  and   the  Corfairs  fometimes 

ride  there  in  bad  weather,  but  oftener  at  the  uninhabited  ifland  called  Antipfera,  which 

is  before  this  bay,  and  is  about  three  miles  in  circumference.     Between   the  two  bays 

there  is  a  fmall  beach  at  the  bottom  of  a  very  fliallow  bay,  which  is  made  by  two  rocky 

heights  ;  on  that  to  the  eafl:  is  the  chapel  of  faint  John  Baptifl,  and  a  deep  ciftern  funk 

into  the  rock  and  foundations  of  what  feems  to  have  been  walls  of  a  caftle,  the  rock  on 

which  it  ftands  being  very  high ;  what  they  call  the  caftle  is  filuated  on  the  wcftern 

height,  and  is  enclofed  only  with  the  walls  of  tlieir  houfes,  and  has  but  one  entrance ; 

it  is  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  round.     The  prefcnt  town  is  on  a  gentle  defcent  on  two 

fides  of  the  caftle,  probably  on  the  fpot  of  the  antient  city,  and  may  be  half  a  mile  in 

circumference ;  the  houfes  are  low  and  ill  built,  moft  of  them  confifliing  only  of  one 

floor.     In  the  caftle  is  the  principal  church  of  faint  Nicholas,  near  which  I  found  three 

or  four  antient  reliefs,  and  a  fliort  Greek  infcription  or  two  of  no  importance.     There 

are  fome  reliefs  alfo  in  the  church  of  faint  John,  and  on  a  houfe  near  it ;  there  is  another 

church  in  the  town ;  at  a  little  chapel  by  the  fea  fide,  called  faint  Luke,  there  is  a 

Greek  infcripdon,  in  which  the  antient  name  of  the  people  is  mentioned.     They  fay 

that  there  are  thirty  churches  in  the  ifland,  though  in  going  the  whole  length  of  it  I 

could  fee  but  thirteen ;  and  as  there  are  no  Turks  in  the  ifland,  they  have  bells  to 

their  churches.     I  went  to  the  north  end  to  fee  the  poor  convent  of  the  virgin  Mary, 

which  belongs  to  the  city,  and  has  only  three  caloyers  in  it.     The  ifland  confifts  of  a 

ilaty  ftone,  with  fcveral  veins  of  white  marble  in  it ;  the  high  mountain  to  the  north, 
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on  which  the  chapel  of  faint  Elias  is  fituated  is  moflly  of  a  grey  marble ;  there  is  alfo 
here  a  baltard  crumbling  granite  of  a  red  colour,  a  little  refembling  porphyry.     They 
have  good  fprings,  but  no  herbage,  the  ground  being  covered  only  witli  feveral  dwarf 
fliTubs  ;  they  have  no  trees  that  grow  naturally,  and  only  a  few  figs,  which  they  plant ; 
they  have   a  fmall  quantity  of  cotton  and  corn,  and  are  fupplied  from  Afia  with  the 
latter  ;  the  great  produce  of  the  ifland  is  a  very  good  ftrong  red  wine,  which  they  export 
to  Scio  ;  the  old  wine  fells  for  about  a  halfpenny  a  quart,  and  the  new  for  half  that 
price ;  the   fouth  and  middle  parts  of  the  iiland  confifl  of  fmall  hills,  and  two  little 
plains  on  the  two  bays ;  and  all  of  it  feenis  to  be  excellent  foil ;  the  fides  of  the 
mountains  in  many  parts  arc  improved  w'th  vineyards  ;  they  ufe  oxen  for  the  plough, 
and  afles  for  burthen  and  riding,  and  they  have  fome  fiieep  and  goats.     The  people, 
who  arc  all  Greeks,  are  computed  to  be  about  a  thoufand,  two  hundred  of  whom  pay 
the  poll  tax  ;  they  live  all  in  the  town,  but  have  huts  in  the  country,  where  they  Hay 
during  the  bufy  feafons  of  the  year ;  they  are  faid  to  be  brave  courageous  men,  and 
have  freed  themfelves  from  the  dread  of  the  Maltefe,  by  fallying  out,  and  Idlling  fome 
of  thofe  that  made  a  defcent,  and  taking  feveral  of  them  prifoners,  and  fince  that  time 
they  have  never  difturbed  them.     The  men  wear  a  fort  of  fandals  made  of  raw  hide, 
and  tied  with  thongs  round  the  foot  and  ancle  :  the  women  have  a  veil  or  towel,  that 
comes  over  their  heads,  and  is  brought  round  the  neck,  and  fometimes  they  put  it  over 
the  chin  and  mouth  ;  but  they  expofe  their  breads  in  a  very  indecent  manner,  which 
feemed  rather  owing  to  an  ignorance  of  decorum,  than  out  of  lewdnefs ;  they  have 
n£ither  phyfician,  chirurgeon,  nor  lawyer.    They  are  governed  here  as  at  Scio  by  three 
vicudi,  but  all  ol  them  are  labourers ;  the  cadi  of  Scio  fends  liis  deputy  to  this  ifiand 
in  his  progrefs  to  decide  their  difputes :  they  pay  two  purfes  a  year  to  the  captain  pafha 
or  lord  high  aduiiral,  to  whom  all  the  iflands  belong  which  are  not  governed  by  a  pafha 
c   mofolem ;    fo  that  Cyprus,  Rhodes,  Candia,  Negropcnt,  Scio,  andMytilene,  do  ■ 
rot  belong  to  the  admiral.     In  ecclefiaftical  affairs  they  are  fubjeft  to  the  patriarch  of 
Gon'taiitinople,  as  all  the  idands  are  where  there  are  no  bifliops.     The  patriarch  has  a  ■ 
IrV  '■  cr  rcl:ding  here,  who  is  alfo  over  Volillo  and  Perieh  in  Scio;  his  chief  bufmefs  • 
is  to  jend  people  to  the  bilhop  of  Scio  to  be  ordained  ;  they  pay  thirty  dollars  a  year  to  • 
the  p.ti ....  ui.  which  is  received  by  the  vicar  of  Scio,  and  they  have  only  five  priefts  in 
the  whole  ifland.     They  have  no  trade  but  the  export  of  their  wine,  and  the  import  of 
corn,  ar.d  the  few  other  neccffarics  they  want ;  as  it  is  an  open  bay,  they  draw  up  their 
little  barks  and  boats  to  the  land.     The  fame  day  I  arrived  I  went  to  fee  the  convent  on  • 
the  other  fide  of  the  ifland  ;  and,  as  I  returned,  fome  countrymen  who  were  eating 
bread  and  fifli,  called  to  me  to  take  part  with  them,  and  they  feemed  much  pleafed 
with  my  compliance.     I  lay  in  my  boat,  but  as  it  rained,  and  the  wind  was  contrary, 
the  next  day  I  removed  with  all  my  baggage  nito  the  chapel  of  faint  Luke  at  the  port. 
On  the  eve  of  faint  Luke  they  performed  devotions  in  the  chapel ;    the  women  or 
children  brouglit  fmall  wa,x   candle,    and   a   plate    or  bafliet  of  boiled  wheat,    on 
which  either  raifins,  or  the  infide  of  pomegranates  was  ftrewed  ;   fome  alfo  brought 
cakes  of  bread  ;  when  the  fervice  was  finiflied,  all  but  the  boiled  wheat  was  diflributed 
to  the  people  in  or  near  the  church.     On  the  feftival  they  brought  lentigs  and  brandy, 
which  were  given  to  the  people  in  the  fame  manner ;  all  which  feems  to  be  fome  re- 
mains of  the  antient  cullom  of 'having  all  things  in  common,  and  eating  their  bread  ■ 
tO'Tether  in  fincrlencfs  of  heart. 

We  failed  for  Mytilene,  bufput  in  the  firft  evening  at  Cardamilla  in  Scio,  where  I 
pitched  ray  tent,  and  lay  all  night,  and  the  next  evening  arrived  at  the  port  of 
MyiUcne. 

Chap. 
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Cha?.IV  .  —  Of  the  i/land  of  Mytilaw,  the  antic  nt  Lcfbus. 

THE  ifland  of  Lefbus,  {o  often  mentioned  by  the  Greek  hiftorians,  is  now  called 
Mytiicne,  iVoni  the  old  name  of  its  capital  city,  which  it  {till  retains.     The  Lefbians 
were  formerly  famous  for  their  fleet :   they  were  at  fird  und(T  kings,  and  then  became 
a  republic,  governed  by  a  council  of  the  fupcrior  rank  of  people,  and  by  an  alfembly 
of  the  common  pecple,  whofe  decrees  are  feen  in  fome  inlcriptions  Itill  remaining  in 
the  ifland.     At  one  time  fome  perfons  of  grcatefl  interefl;  ufurped  a  fort  of  tyrannical 
power  over  their  fellow  citizens  ;  among  thele  was  Pittacus,  one  of  the  fcvcn  wife  nic-n, 
who,  out  of  a  public  fpirit  contrived  to  get  all  the  power  into  his  own  hands,  and  then 
reftored  to  his  country  their  antient  liberty.     Thucydides  gives  a  particular  account  of 
the  oppofition  the  people  of  Mytilene  gave  the  Athenians,  who  fubduing  them,  made 
a  decree  to  cut  otl'  all  the  people  of  that  city  ;  but  a  party  in  favour  of  the  Mytilenians 
afterwards  previuling,  they  repealed  that  decree ;  the  account  of  which  arrived  before 
the   former  was  executed  *.     Mytilene,  the  antient  capital  of  the  ifland,  was  fituated 
on  the  fpot  of  the  prefent  city  of  that  name,  which  is  called  alfo  Cafl:ro ;  it  is  on  the 
north  fide  of  the  ifland  towards  the  cafl  end,  and  is  only  feven  miles  and  a  half  from 
the  mod  eaflern  point  of  the  ifland,  which  was  antiently  called  cape  Malia ;  which 
diftance  was  probably  computed  to  the  head  of  land  which  makes  the  bay  of  .Mytilene, 
where  the  eait  end  of  the  ifland  begins  ;  for  the  whole  eaftern  'point  feems  to  have  been 
called  Cape  Malia.     The  old  city  appears  to  have  been  built  on  the  plain  near  the  fea, 
and  on  the  fide  of  the  hill  to  the  fouth  of  it,  and  to  have  extended  along  the  plain  to 
the  ealt  of  that  hill.    There  was  an  ifland  before  tlie  city  about  a  mile  in  circumference, 
which  was  well  inhabited,  and  is  now  joined  to  the  land  by  aniflhmus,  which  may  be 
about  a  furlong  wide,  and  of  much  the  fame  length,  and  they  have  ftill  a  tradition  of 
its  being  an  ifland  ;  there  was  a  port  on  each  fide  of  it,  as  there  is  at  this  time ;  that 
to  the  fouth-eaft  was  defended  by  two  moles,  of  which  there  are  now  fome  ruins ;   the 
entrance  is  between  them  :  the  other  port  to  the  north-wefl  was  defended  by  a  mole, 
of  which  there  are  fl;ill  great  remains  ;  the  port  to  the  fouth  is  now  only  frequented  by 
large  /hips.     The  city  was  formerly  very  large,  and  one  fees  in  all  parts  of  it  many  fine 
pieces  ot  grey  marble,  which  are  remains  of  the  antient  buildings,  and  fevoral  imperfect 
infcriptions  ;  and  at  the  entrance  to  the  palace  of  the  bifliop,  there  is  a  very  curious 
antient  chair  cut  out  of  one  block  of  white  marble.     Pittacus,  one  of  the  feven  wife 
men  of  Greece,  was  of  this  city,  and  fo  were  Alcseus  and  Sappho  the  poets,  and  alfo 
Theophancs  the  hiftorian,  who  had  the  honour  to  enjoy  the  friendfliip  of  Pompey  the 
great,  and  his  fon  was  made  procurator  of  Afia  by  Auguftus.     The  prefent  city  is  on 
the  neck  of  land  that  leads  to  the  peninfula,  and  on  each  fide  of  it  on  the  fliore,  and 
likewife  to  the  fouth,  it  extends  up  the  fide  of  the  hill ;  it  is  about  a  mile  in  circum- 
ference, and  is  well  built.     The  caftle  is  on  the  top  of  the  high  rocky  peninfula,  and 
is  near  three  quarters  of  a  mile  in  compafs,  confiding  of  the  old  and  new  caflle  which 
are  contiguous,  but  have  their  diilind  governors   and  bodies  of  militia ;  they  are  in- 
habited only  by  Turks,  and  Franks  are  not  permitted  to  go  into  them.     The  ruins  of 
the  old  city  extend  a  confiderable  way  to  the  wefl:.     I  was  told  that  there  are  in  the 
caftle,  the  arms  and  cypher,  or  name  of  one  of  the  emperors  Palaeologi ;  and  that 
there  is  a  flone  coflSn  in  a  mofque,  which,  they  fay,  is  the  tomb  of  Sappho.     If  this 
caftle  was  built  by  the  Greek  emperors,  it  is  probable  that  it  was  much  unproved  by 

•  Strabo,  xiii.  618. 
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the  Genoefe  when  they  were  in  poflefTion  of  the  ifland.  As  well  as  I  could  be  informed, 
the  ifland  was  at  that  time  the  property  of  a  family  of  the  name  of  Catanifi,  who  were 
lords  of  Leflpus ;  and  it  is  faid  when  the  city  was  befieged  by  fultan  Amurath,  a  lady 
of  one  of  thefe  Catanifi,  fallied  out  at  the  head  of  the  citizens,  and  raifed  the  fiege. 
There  are  in  the  city  a  great  number  of  Greeks,  three  or  four  Greek  churches,  and 
only  a  few  families  of  Armenians,  The  French  have  a  vice-conful  here,  who  has  a 
chapel  and  chaplain  in  his  houfe,  and  there  are  two  or  three  French  fadors  of  the  mer- 
chants of  Smyrna.  The  Englifh  alfo  have  a  Greek  vice-conful.  The  bifhop  has  the 
title  of  metropoUtan,  though  I  could  not  find  that  he  has  any  jurifdiction  over  the 
other  bifhop  ;  both  being  put  in  by,  and  immediately  fubjedl:  to  the  patriarch  of  Con. 
fta.itinople.  In  this  city,  as  well  as  in  fume  other  parts  of  the  Archipelago  and  Greece 
they  Iiave  a  pried  who  has  ftudiod  at  leafl  the  literal  Greek,  preaclies,  and  has  the  title 
of  DiJrtJkaios  and  Logiotatos  [Mofl  learned],  which  latter  is  given  to  mofl  of  the 
priefls :  i  he  perfon  here  in  that  character  had  Itudied  feveral  years  at  Padoua.  As  they 
are  generally  envied  by  the  other  ignorimt  priefls,  fo  they  are  commonly  drove  from 
one  place  to  another. 

They  have  a  great  trade  in  this  c'ty  in  builduig  large  fliips  and  boats,  with  the  wood 
of  pine,  which  they  ufe  even  to  the  keels  of  the  fliips  ;  they  bring  the  timber  from  the 
continent,  there  being  no  place  there  fecure  from  the  corfairs  for  the  buildinrr  of  them. 
Thefe  vefl'els  are  very  light,  and  lafl  for  ten  or  twelve  years,  it  being  a  timber  full 
of  roiin,  and  faid  to  be  much  more  durable  than  that  of  Europe;  they  ufe  alfo  iron 
nails  in  building  ;  and  inftead  of  crooked  timber,  they  faw  the  wood  to  the  fliape  that  is 
neceflhry  for  building.  As  to  the  otlier  branches  of  trade,  it  is  the  fame  here  as 
tlirougliout  the  whole  ifland,  and  coniifls  in  a  very  great  export  of  oil  of  olives  to 
France,  and  to  many  parts  of  the  Levant,  which  latter  is  carried  on  by  fmall  veffels 
or  boats.  They  have  alfo  very  good  fcamony  and  althea  here,  and  I  faw  a  great 
quantity  of  alkcrmes,  but  they  do  not  make  any  ufe  of  it.  Tliey  have  likewife  an 
export  of  tar  extr;'tled  from  their  pines. 

On  the  twenfy-fecond  of  Ottober,  I  fet  out  to  m;'ke  a  tour  round  the  ifland,  in 
company  with  fome  gentlemen  of  the  French  nation,  and  under  the  protection  of  a 
janizary.  The  ifland  is  mountainous  ;  one  chain  of  hills  that  are  moftly  rocky,  confifls 
chiefly  of  marble,  and  runs  the  whole  length  of  the  ifland  ;  another  crolles  it  towards 
the  well  end  ;  the  whole  ifland  abounds  much  in  hot  baths.  We  went  along  the  north- 
fide  of  it,  and  olifcrved  that  the  ruins  of  the  old  city  extended  a  confiderable  way  to  the 
weft,  and  there  are  marks  ot  tlit^  city  wall  which  was  carried  up  the  hill.  Going  about 
two  miles  from  the  city,  we  came  to  a  hot  bath,  whicii  is  little  frequented  ;  tiie  waters 
are  warm,  and  have  no  particular  tafte.  We  went  in  between  the  mountains,  about 
a  mile  to  the  fouth,  where  there  are  remains  of  a  very  magnificent  aquedutt  of  grey 
marble  rulticaled,  built  acrols  the  valley  ;  the  water  having  run  a  confideruble  way 
on  the  fide  of  the  hills  from  the  fouth-wefl,  paffed  thefe  arches,  and  then  went  in 
channels  round  to  Mytilene.  Returning  into  the  road  along  the  norih-fide  of  the  ifland, 
about  two  leagues  to  the  weft  of  ths  city,  there  are  hot  baths  near  the  fea ;  they  are 
rather  falter  than  the  fca  water,  and  are  now  much  ufcd  for  bathing,  as  it  appears  they 
were  by  the  aiuients  ;  there  aix-  great  ruins  ot  buildings  about  them,  particularly  of  a 
colonnade  leading  to  them  from  the  fouth,  the  pedellals  of  which  remain  ;  there  are 
alfo  feveral  infcriptions  about  this  place.  A  little  beyond  the  baths  there  are  remains 
of  a  caltle  of  the  middle  ages,  built  with  fquare  towers  at  the  corners,  in  which  there 
are  feveral  pieces  of  marble  of  the  antient  buildings.  Beyond  the  middle  of  the  ifland 
is  a  large  head  of  land,  which  1  take  to  be  the  promontory  Argeuum  of  Ptolemy  j 
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to  the  cad  of  it  there  is  a  bay,  near  which  is  a  village  on  a  hill  called  Manoiiela.  I 
conjedured  that  the  village  iEgirus  was  about  this  place,  and  that  from  this  bay  to 
the  bay  of  Pyrrha  was  the  narroweft  part  of  the  ifland,  which,  Strabo  fays,  was  only 
twenty  fladia,  though  it  feenis  to  be  much  more ;  oppofite  to  this  cape  is  the  dccpoft 
part  of  the  bay  of  Adramyttium,  in  \\hich  there  are  a  great  number  of  iflands,  called 
now  Mufconifi,  and  of  old  Hecatonnefi,  that  is,  the  ifles  of  Apollo,  Hecatus  being 
one  of  his  names  ;  feme  fay  there  were  twenty,  others  forty  of  them  ;  one  of  them 
called  Mufconifi,  in  diitinction  frgin  the  reft,  has  a  town  of  Greeks  on  it,  and  perhaps 
it  may  be  the  ifland  Pordofelena  of  Strabo  ;  all  the  others  are  now  uninhabited  ;  but 
I  was  informed  that  one  o*^  thofe  near  Mufconifi  was  formerly  frequented  by  herdfmen 
for  pafturap .-,  and  that  there  arc  fome  figns  of  an  andent  bridge  to  it.  This  may 
be  the  ifla:id  which  Strabo  mentions  before  the  town  of  the  ifland  of  Pordofelena ;  for 
{here  wat.  a  town  in  it  of  the  fame  name  then  deferted,  and  a  temple  dedicated  to 
Apollo.  Near  the  land  of  Mytilene  there  are  three  or  four  very  fmall  iflands,  called 
the  Tockmack  iflands,  I  fuppofe,  from  a  village  of  that  name  in  Mytilene,  which 
is  near  thofe  iflands.  The  people  of  the  ifland  fay,  that  the  village  of  Tockmack  is 
the  nearefl;  place  on  this  fide  to  Caloni,  which  is  on  the  bay  that  was  called  Pyrrha  by 
the  anticnts,  but  they  affirm  that  thofe  places  are  four  hours  diftant,  that  is,  about 
eight  miles.  On  the  north-wefl:  cape  of  the  ifland  is  the  town  of  Molivo  ;  about  four 
nules  to  the  eafl:  of  it,  on  the  fliore,  are  the  ruins  of  a  bath  ;  and  on  the  beach  below, 
there  is  a  fource  of  hot  water  which  feemed  to  have  a  tafte  of  fulphur  ;  and  about  half 
way  between  this  and  Molivo,  there  is  a  fmall  bath  in  repair,  the  waters  of  which  are 
warm,  but  have  no  })articular  tafte. 

Molivo  is  the  antient  Methymna  ;  it  is  built  up  the  fide  of  the  hill,  at  that  high  point 
of  land  which  makes  the  north-wefl;  corner  of  the  ifland.  Methymna  was  computed 
to  be  thirty-three  miles  and  three  quarters  from  Sigrium,  and  feven  miles  and  a  half 
from  the  ihoie  of  the  continent,  though  it  is  now  computed  to  be  eighteen  miles  over, 
and  it  cannot  be  much  lefs  ;  the  town  is  a  mile  in  circumference  ;  on  the  fummit  of 
the  hill  there  is  a  caflilc,  about  half  a  mile  in  compafs,  which  is  inhabited  by  Turks, 
who  have  here  their  feveral  bodies  of  foldiers  with  their  agas,  as  at  Mytilene.  From 
the  caRlo  weftward  the  ground  declines,  and  makes  a  fort  of  a  plain  fpot  at  the  very 
point,  on  which  one  fees  fome  little  figns  of  the  old  city  Methymna,  particularly  the 
foundations  of  the  city  walls  on  the  fouth-fide  of  the  hill,  and  the  ruins  of  a  large 
Arong  tower  or  cafl:le  over  the  prefent  little  bafin  on  the  fouth,  which  is  made  by  art 
for  fmall  boats ;  it  js  probable  that  the  city  extended  from  the  end  of  the  point,  about 
half  a  mile,  to  that  Rcep  ground  on  which  the  prefent  town  ftands  ;  there  are  not  above 
two  hundred  Chriflians  here,  who  have  three  Churches,  for  it  is  in  a  manner  a 
Turkifli  town.  The  bifliop  of  Melhymna  refides  at  Caloni,  and  the  Greeks  are  fo  very 
ignorant,  that  they  imagine  Caloni  was  Methymna,  becaufe  the  bifliop  retains  the  old 
title.  In  this  city  tlie  famous  mufician  Arion  was  born,  who  is  faid  to  have  been 
carried  on  a  dolphin  ;  Terpandrus  alfo  was  of  this  ifland,  who  added  three  firings  to  the 
lyre,  which  before  had  only  four  ;  the  Lefbians  having  been  formerly  very  famous  in 
the  art  of  mufic.  The  head  of  land  on  which  Molivo  ftands,  together  with  a  fmall 
point  of  lajid  to  the  fouth,  makes  a  bay  to  the  fouth-eaft,  and  there  is  an  ifland  before 
It,  which  is  a  defence  to  the  harbour  ;  thi-  is  the  port  of  Molivo  for  large  fliips,  where 
they  often  load  with^  oil ;  it  is  alfo  called  the  port  of  Petra,  from  a  village  of  that 
name  which  lies  on  it,  and  feems  to  have  its  name  from  a  high  rock  in  the  middle 
of  the  town,  which  is  inaccefllble  every  way,  except  on  the  north-fide,  and  being 
encjofed  at  top  with  a  wall,  about  a  hundred  yards  in  circumference,  they  depofit  in  it 
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all  their  valuable  efFeds,  when  they  apprehend  any  danger  from  the  corfairs ;  they 
have  alfo  a  chapel  there  to  the  Virgin  Mary,  and  a  church  in  the  to'>vn,  there  being 
a  confulerable  number  of  Chriftians  in  this  little  place.     We  travelled  on  to  the  fouth, 
moftly  on  the  fides  of  the  hills  near  the  fea,  and  c^me  to  a  narrow  penmfula ;  it  is 
a  llrong  fituation,  and  I  expefted  to  have  feen  fome  ruins  on  it;  on  each  fide  of  the 
ifthmus,  there  is  a  very  good  port  called  Calas-Limneonas  [the  Fair  Havens].     Further 
on  there  is  another  fmaller  peninfula,  about  which  there  are  many  ruins,  particularly 
a  Willi  on  the  norih-fide  of  a  rivulet ;  this  feem  to  be  the  antient  Antiffa,  which  Avas 
between  Sigrium  and  Methymna.     It  is  faid  to  have  been  formerly  an  ifland*;  and 
fome  on  this  account  conjefture  that  liTa  was  the  antient  name  of  Lefbusf;  the  inha- 
bitants of  this  place  were  lent  to  Methymna,  from  which  time  the  ruin  of  the  ami&nt 
city  may  be  dated  J.     We  came  to  a  large  village  of  Turks  called  Telonia ;  there  is 
a  nunnery  about  two  miles  to  the  eaft  of  it,  at  a  place  called  Peribole,  in  which  they 
have  a  manufafture  of  Itufls  made  of  filk  and  flax.     About  this  place  fome  accident 
happening  to  the  mule  on  which  the  flave  rode,  and  which  I  had  bought  in  Candia, 
he  chofe  to  walk,  and  loft  his  way,  fo  that  we  could  hear  nothing  of  him  ;  but  the 
next  day  I  fent  the  janizary  in  fearch  of  him,  who  brought  him  to  me  jufl  as  I  arrived 
at  Mytilene.     I'he  ilave  faid,  that  towards  night  he  was  about  an  iiour  from  the  fea, 
and  met  fome  people,  who  conduced  him  to  the  aga  of  their  village,  who  fent  a  man 
with  him  the  next  day  to  Caloni,  where  he  was  carried  to  the  biOiop,  who  defjgned 
to  fend  him  to  Mytilene,  when  the  janizary  found  him.     But   the  janizary,  in  order 
to  get  money  out  of  me,  faid,  that  he  went  to  feveral  places,  according  to  the  account 
he  got  of  him,  but  coming  to  the  village  where  the  flave  lodged  the  firfl  night,  he  met 
with  the  men  wlio  brought  him  to  that  place  ;  they  offered  to  condud  him  to  the  flave 
for  a  reward,  which  being  agreed  on,  they  carried  him  to  Caloni,  where,  as  he  faid, 
they  had  placed  him,  that  they  might  get  fomething  by  him,  and  that  he  might  not 
fall  into  the  himds  of  the  aga. 

The  promontory  of  Sigrium,  now  called  cape  Sigri,  is  the  fouth-weft  point  of  the 

ifland  ;   the  port  of  Sigri  is  made  by  a  fmall  cape  to  the  north,  and  by  an  iiland  before 

it ;  to  the  eail  of  it  there  is  a  convent  on  a  very  high  rocky  mountain,  to  which  the  afcent 

is  very  difficult ;  it  is  called  Upfelo  monafterio  [The  high  monaltery],  and   is  a  very 

cold  fituation.     'I'hc  hills  all  this  way^  as  far  as  port  Caloni,  are  rocky  and  barren, 

and  aflbrd  a  very  unpleafant  profpccl   to  a   traveller.     A  league  to  the  eaft  of  this 

mountain  there  is  a  large  village  called  Kreifo  on  the  fide  of  a  hill,  it  is  moftly  inhabited 

by  Chriftians,  and  from  it  one  enters  into  a  plain  by  the  fea  on  the  fouth-fidc  of  the 

iliand.     In  the  fouth-caft  part  of  this  plain  there  is  a  fmall  hill,  on  which  the  antient 

city  of  Ereffus  ftood,  placed  by  the  antients  two  miles  and  a  quarter  from  cape  Sigri, 

though  it  cannot  be  lefs  than  two  leagues.     The  top  of  the  hill  is  of  an  oval  figure, 

and  there  are  great  remains  of  the  wall  that  encompaffed  it,  and   of  a  round  tower   at 

the  eaft  end  ;  I  faw  near  it  an  entablature  of  white  marble,  in  the  frieze  of  which  there 

is  an  imperfed  Oreek  infcription  ;   I  oMcrved  feveral  large  cifterns  under  ground,  and 

there  appears  to  have  been  a  confiderable  luburb  round  the  hill,  at  the  foot  of  which 

I  law  a  wall  built  of  ftones  of  five  or  fix  fides  each  ;  a  fign  of  great  antiquity.     From 

this  place  I  travelled  northward  between  the  mountains,  and  turning  to  the  eaft  pnffcd 

through  a  village ;  about  t^vo  leagues  to  the  north-eaft  of  it  wc  came  to  tlie  gulph  of 

Caluni,  and  to  a  narrow  part  of  it,  which  is  about  a  league  from  the  entrance  of  the 

•  Rurfus  abftulit  infulas  mnri,  junxitquc  tcrris  :   AntifTam  Lc(bo.     Plin.  Hift.ii.91.  &  Ovidi  Mctanu- 
lib.  xY.  Tcr.  278.  f  Livius,  xIt.  ji.    riin.  Hill,  xv.39,  ;{:  Sirabo,  i.  60. 
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bav.     Juft  \pithovit  this  narrow  part  there  is  a  fmall  ifland,  on  which  there  Is  a  ruined 
church,  and  on  the  weft  fide,  on  the  height  near  the  ferry,  are  remains  of  a  wall  whicli 
was  built  to  fupport  the  hanging  ground  ;  it  is  likewife  built  of  ftones  of  five  fides. 
This  gulph  of  Caloni  extends  to  the  north  in  bef^veen  the  land  at  leaft  four  leagues, 
and  is  about  a  league  broad,  being  Ihut  in  by  a  narrow  entrance  not  a  mile  over,  and 
would  be  a  very  good  harbour,  if  there  was  depth  of  water  ;  at  the  further  end  of  it  is 
a  fmall  town  called  Caloni,  near  which  I  was  informed  that  there  is  a  convent  and  a 
nunnery,  the  latter  is  of  the  fame  kind  as  thofe  in  Scio ;  I  was  informed  that  there  is 
a  fmall  convent  to  the  north-eaft  of  Ereflb.     The  anrient  Pyrrha  rauft  have  been  on 
this  bay  of  Caloni,  a  great  part  of  the  country  on  the  caft  fide  of  it  is  now  called  Pera, 
where  I  concluded  from  the  bricks  and  tiles  which  I  faw  fcattcred  about  the  fields, 
that  there  had  been  fome  antient  buildings;  but  as  the  greateft  part  of  that  city  was 
dcftroyed  by  the  incroachment  of  the  lea,  it  cannot  be  expcfted  that  there  (liould  be 
any  great  remains  of  it  *.     This  gulph  muil  be  what  Strabo  calls  the  Pyrrhean  Euripus, 
from  its  refemblance  to  a  narrow  Iheighf  between  two  lands ;  and  here  the  land  muft 
be  narroweft,  as  he  fays  it  was  from  the  Pyrrhean  Euripus  to  the  other  fea  near  the 
village  of  ^girus  ;  he  fays  Pyrrha  had  been  deftroyed,  and   that  it  had  a  port,  from 
which,  that  is  from  the  north-eaft  corner  of  it,  Mytilene  was  only  ten  miles  diftant, 
though  it  cannot  be  lefs  than  fifteen,  as  it  is  now  computed.     The  country  to  the  ealt 
of  this  bay  for  about  two  leagues  to  the  mountains  abounds  with  corn,  and  is  called 
Bafilika ;  there  are  in  it  five  or  fix  villages,  which  are  moftly  inhabited  by  Turks : 
there  are  fome  baths  here   of  very   hot  waters,  which  are  now  frequented,  as  they 
appear  to  have  been  formerly  from  the  ruins  that  are  feen  about  them.     They  ufe  the 
waters  for  bathing,  and  alfo  drink  them,  though  they  have  found  fait  in  them ;  there 
feems  alfo  to  be  a  compofition  of  iron  and  fulphur  in  them,  and  I  believe,  a  very  fmall 
degree  of  copper  ;  they  are  very  purging,  and  much  efteemed  for  removing  dangerous 
obftruftions  and  fcrophulous  diforders.     Near  thefe  baths  are  fome  other  hot  waters 
not  frequented,  which  probably  are  of  the  fame  nature.     Further  to  the  eaft,  towards 
the  mountains,  there  is  a  fmall  convent  of  the  virgin  Mary.     From  this  place  the  road 
goes  through  the  middle  of  the  ifland  to  the  north-eaft,  over  the  mountains  toPortlero, 
or,  as  it  is  called  by  the  failors,  Port  Olivierc ;  the  entrance  of  it  is  near  to  the  eaft: 
end  of  the  ifland,  and  opens  to  the   fouth-eaft ;  it  is  a  large  bafin,  encompafTed  with 
hills  covered  with  wood,  the  entrance  is  fo  narrow  that  it  is  not  feen  from  within;  fo 
thai  the  port  appears  like  a  large  lake  ;  it  is  about  two  leagues  long  and  near  a  league 
broad  ;  the  water  is  very  deep,  and  it  is  one  of  the  moft  iDeautiful  ports  I  ever  faw  ; 
the  ftiips  often  come  into   it  to  be  loaded  with  oil.     On  the  fouth-fide  of  it  there  are 
leven  or  eight  villages,  called  the  villages  of  lera,  retaining  the  name  of  the  antient  city 
Hiera,  fpoken  of  by  Pliny,  as  deftroyed  ;     and  neither  Strabo   nor  Ptolemy  make 
mention  either  of  th.e  town  or  port.     To  the  weft  of  thefe  villages,  and  of  the  harbour, 
t!iere  is  a  fmall  convent  at  a  place  called  Quatrotrito,  which  belongs  to  the  biftiop  of 
Mytilene,  and  is  a  fort  of  a  country-houfe  for  that  prelate ;  to  the  fouth-weft  of  it,  on 
tie  hills,  there  is  a  large  rich  village  called  AiaiTo  ;  it  has  a  great  revenue  from  the  oil 
o.  the  olive-trees  that  grow  on  the  mountains,  and  pays  no  other  rent  for  the  lands, 
but  a  certain  quanuty  of  tar  every  year  for  the  ufe  of  the  grand  fignior's  naval   arma- 
ment ;  they  make  it  of  the  pine-trees  that  grow  on  the  mountains.     On  the  nofth-iide  of 
the  port  there  are  hot  baths,  probably  of  a  limeftone  water,  for  they  have  no  tafte ; 
from  this  place  the  road  goes  over  tlie  hills  about  two  leagues  to  Mytilene.     I  obferved 
on  a  hill  near  the  town  fevcral  round  ftones  of  the  pyrites  kind.     Among  many  other 

•  Pyrrha  haufta  eft  man.     Plin.  Hiit.  t.  39. 
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great  men  of  this  ifland  were  Theophraftus  and  Phanlas,  the  Peripatetic  phllofophers, 
and  difciples  of  Ariftotle ;  the  former  being  efleemed  by  Ariftotle  himfclf,  the  mod 
eloquent  of  all  his  fcholars,  on  which  account  his  great  mafter  gave  him  that  name,  and 
decided  a  controverfy  in  relation  to  his  fucceflbr,  by  callmg  for  two  forts  of  wine,  and 
giving  the  preference  to  the  Lefbian. 

This  ifland  is  governed  by  an  officer  called  a  Nafir,  who  receives  all  the  revenues 
of  it,  which  arife  from  a  fifth  part  of  the  produce  of  the  ifland  from  Chriftians,  and 
a  feventh  from  Turks ;  and  this  officer  appoints  agas  over  a  certain  number  of  villages. 
The  two  cities  of  Mytilene  and  JVIofivo  are  governed  e?.ch  by  its  mofolem,  and  have 
a  cadi  for  adminiftering  juftice.  The  foil  of  this  ifland  is  very  rich,  though  there  is 
but  little  of  it  improved,  infomuch  that  they  have  not  corn  fufficient  for  their  own  con- 
fumption  ;  the  people,  efpecially  the  Greeks,  being  very  flothful,  and  fupported  by  the 
produce  of  their  oil,  which  requires  but  a  little  labour  only  at  one  feafon  of  the  year ; 
for  the  women  and  children  gather  up  the  olives  as  they  drop,  which  being  ground  by 
horfe  mills,  are  prefixed  with  large  fcrew  prefl'es,  which  they  have  for  that  purpofe  ; 
and  the  oil  is  put  into  Ikins.  The  women  have  no  better  charafter  for  their  chaility, 
nor  the  men  for  their  fobriety,  than  in  former  times.  As  this  ifland  is  fo  near  the 
continent,  it  is  much  infefted  with  robbers  in  the  fummer,  who  come  over  in  fmall 
boats,  attack  people  in  the  road,  and  if  they  apprehend  any  danger,  return  to  the 
continent  with  their  booty,  or  lie  lurking  in  the  woods. 

Chap.  V.  —  Of  the  IJJand  of  Tenedos. 

AFTER  I  had  been  at  Conftantinople  I  went  from  the  Dardanels  to  Tenedos.  This 
ifland  was  called  by  the  antients  Calydna,  and  there  are  two  iflands  to  the  fouth  of  it, 
which  are  now  called  by  the  fame  name  ;  it  was  alfo  called  Leucophrys,  The  antients 
fay,  that  it  was  five  miles  from  the  continent,  but  now  it  is  computed  to  be  nine,  thirty 
from  Imbrus,  twenty  from  cape  Jenichahere,  or  Sigeum,  and  ninety  from  Mytilene ; 
It  is  five  miles  long  and  four  broad  :  the  antients  computed  it  to  be  eleven  miles  and  a 
quarter  in  circumference.  The  city  of  this  ifland  was  reckoned  among  thofe  of  iEoiia, 
and  it  is  faid  to  have  had  two  ports,  one  of  which,  I  fuppofe,  is  the  port  now  fre- 
quented, and  the  other  is  to  the  weft  of  the  caftle  clofe  to  the  town,  which  is  expofed 
to  the  north  wind.  The  Grecian  fleet  that  came  againfl;  Troy  lay  here,  but  it  was  not 
then  efleemed  a  good  port.  The  road  for  fliipping  towards  the  continent  is  looked 
on  as  very  fafe.  There  was  a  temple  here  to  Sminthean  Apollo,  which  probably  was 
in  the  fine  efplanade  before  the  caille,  where  there  now  remain  fome  fluted  pillars  of 
white  marble,  which  are  about  two  feet  and  a  half  in  diameter.  The  only  town  on  the 
ifland  is  fituated  towards  the  nonh-eafl:  corner  of  it,  in  which  there  are  two  hundred 
Greek  finnilies,  and  three  hundred  Turkifli ;  the  former  have  a  church  and  three  poor 
convents  in  the  town,  and  are  under  the  bifliop  of  Mytilene ;  the  caftle  is  a  large 
high  building,  on  a  little  rocky  cape  between  the  two  ports,  having  a  large  efplanade 
to  the  land  ;  it  is  very  probable  that  this  calUe,  or  fome  part  of  it,  may  be  the  remains 
<  f  the  granaries  that  Juftinian  built  to  preferve  the  corn  which  was  brought  from  Egypt 
from  being  fpoiled,  in  cafe  the  fhips  which  wore  bound  to  Conftantinople  fliould  be 
detained  by  contrary  winds.  The  country  about  the  town  is  rocky  and  unimproved, 
and  the  Turks  will  not  permit  them  to  cultivate  that  quarter  ;  but  on  the  north-fide 
there  is  a  fmall  fpot  well  improveil.  'J'his  ifland  belongs  to  the  captain  bafliaw,  and 
only  maintains  the  janizaries  of  the  caftle  ;  the  chief  export  is  good  wine  and  brandy. 
I  made  a  very  Ihort  Hay  hi  this  ifland,  and  lay  on  board  an  Englifh  ihip,  which  was  in 
the  road. 
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Chap.  VI.  —  Of  the  JJland  of  Lenmos. 

PROM  the  road  of  Tenedos  we  failed  to  Lemnos  ;  pafling  to  the  fouth  of  Imbrus, 
which  is  thirt)-  miles  from  Tenedos,  and  is  fituated  to  the  fouth-ueil  of  the  cape, 
tliat  is  at  the  entrance  of  the  Dard^nels  ;  this  ifland  was  facrcd  to  Mercury,  and  has 
on  it  five  or  fix  villages,  in  two  of  which  there  are  callles:  there  are  filver  mines  to- 
wards the  fouth  piu-t  of  the  ifland,  but  the  ore  requires  fo  much  liclhargy  of  lead  to  be 
mixed  with  it,  that  it  does  notanfwer  the  expence. 

The  high  ifland,  called  Samandrachi,  is  to  the  north-weft  of  it,  which  at  firft  had 
the  name  of  Samos,  and  afterwards  Samothrace,  or  Samos  of  Thrace,  to  diftinguifli  it 
from  Samos  of  Ionia  ;  if  I  miftake  not,  there  is  only  one  town  or  village  in  it ;  the 
ifland  was  facred  to  Cybele,  and  flie  is  reported  to  have  lived  in  it  for  i'ome  time.  It 
is  (aid  that  Jupiter  had  three  children  here  by  Elcctra,  grand-daugliter  of  Atlas,  namely, 
Dardaiius,  who  founded  the  Trojan  kingdom,  Jafion  who  had  Corybas  by  Cybele, 
from  wliom  her  pricfts  were  called  Corybantes,  and  Harmonia  the  wife  of  Cadmus. 
Perfes,  when  he  was  defeated  by  the  Romans,  fled  to  this  ifland. 

We  landed  on  the  eaft  fide  of  Lemnos,  at  a  bay  well  fheltered  every  \vay,  except 
from  the  eaftj  there  are  two  villages  near  it  called  Odopole  and  Calliope.  This  ifland 
is  called  Lemnos  by  the  Greeks,  and  by  the  Italian  mariners  Stalimene,  from  the  Greek 
expreflion  Eis  te  Lemno,  when  they  fpeak  of  going  to  this  ifland  :  Lemnos  was  firft  in- 
habited bv  a  people  of  Thrace,  then  by  the  Pelafgians,  and  afterwards  by  the  Athenians, 
until  it  became  fubjeftto  the  Romans.  Great  part  of  the  ifland  is  hilly,  but  the  plains 
and  valleys  are  fruitful,  produce  great  quantity  of  corn  and  wine,  and  fome  filk  and 
cotton,  which  they  manufacture  at  home,  making  a  fort  of  fluff  of  filk  and  flax  mixed, 
which  is  much  ufed  for  fliirts,  and  is  called  meles,  and  a  fort  of  filk  like  gauze,  very 
light  and  tranfparent,  called  brunjuke,  which  is  much  ufed  by  the  ladies  for  their  under 
garments  ;  they  alfo  export  butter  and  cheefe  made  of  goats  milk,  efpecially  the  latter. 
'1  hey  have  a  ftrong  middle  fize  race  of  horfes,  which  are  remarkable  for  walking 
faft.  This  ifland  is  noted  for  the  Terra  Lemnia,  called  both  by  the  Greeks  and  Turks 
the  Holy  Earth  ;  it  is  faid  to  have  the  fame  natural  virtue  as  the  Terra  Sigillata  of  Cala- 
bria, confequently  it  is  not  carried  into  Chriftendom,  but  is  only  ufed  in  the  Levant. 
This  earth  was  in  efteem  among  the  antients,  who  attributed  the  virtue  of  it  to  Vulcan's 
fallfng  from  his  hcrfe  on  the  fide  of  the  hill  where  it  is  found,  by  which  his  thigh  was 
broke  ;  a  fable  which  is  thought  to  have  its  riie  Irom  a  fuppofition  that  they  firft  ptac- 
tifed  here  the  art  of  working  iron.  The  Greeks,  and  even  the  Turks,  imagine  that  it 
h;!S  a  miraculous  virtue,  when  it  is  taken  before  the  fun  rifes  on  the  fifteenth  of  Auguft, 
which  with  them  is  the  day  of  the  alcenfion  of  the  Virgin  Mary  ;  for  this  purpofe  the 
Greeks  and  Turks,  with  their  magiftrates,  aflfemble  at  the  place,  which  is  called 
Aiokomo  :  a  prieR  performs  a  fervice  about  half  an  hour  long ;  one  of  the  laity 
among  the  Greeks  killing  a  fheep,  which  the  Turks  carry  away  and  eat,  the  Greeks 
not  eating  flefli  at  that  time  ;  then  a  man  digs  the  earth,  and  throws  it  out ;  the  wai- 
wode  and  cadi  take  eighty  okes,  each  near  three  pounds  weight,  which  they  fend  to 
the  Grand  Signior,  in  order,  as  I  was  informed,  to  make  the  cups  out  of  which  he 
drir.ks,  and  the  people  take  w  hat  they  pleafe.  This  earth  is  dug  on  the  fide  of  a  low 
hill,  which  is  to  the  fouth-weft  of  Cokino  port,  and  to  the  north  of  the  port  called  the 
Gclph  :  the  hole  they  have  made  is  not  large,  as  it  lies  near  the  furface :  the  earth 
refeiubles  pipe  clay ;  there  are  three  thick  veins  which  are  white,  and  two  fmaller 
that  are  red  j  the  latter  is  moft  cfteemed  j  the  people  carry  it  home,  and  make  it  into 

balls, 


IN    THE   EAST.  6;^g 

balls,  snd  feal  it,  as  they  haveoccafion,  with  a  feal  on  which  the  Turki(h  name  of  it  is 
cut ;  and  when  it  is  taken  at  other  times,  they  think  it  has  not  fo  great  virtue. 

About  a  league  to  the  eaft  of  Caftro,  the  chief  town  of  the  iiland,  there  are  hot 
baths,  which  they  call  Therm^ ;  the  waters  are  lukewarm,  and  feem  to  run  on  a  lime- 
ftone  :  I  was  told  alfo,  that  under  the  caftle  there  is  an  alum  water,  which  I  did  not 
fee.  On  each  fide  of  the  port  where  I  landed  there  is  a  fait  lake  ;  that  to  the  north 
dries  up  in  the  fummer,  is  called  Alke-Limne  [the  Salt  Lake],  and  leaves  a  cake  of 
fait,  which  they  purify  for  the  ufe  of  the  ifland ;  the  other,  which  they  call  the  Mill- 
lake,  is  not  fo  fait,  and  is  of  no  ufe.  To  the  north  of  this  port  there  is  a  large  cape  called 
Ecatokephale  [the  Hundred  Heads],  where  there  is  a  port  of  that  name,  on  wluch  I 
was  told  there  are  remains  of  an  antient  city  called  Palaiopolis ;  but  I  have  reafon  to 
think  I  was  mifinformed,  and  that  Palaiopolis  is  on  a  head  of  land  to  the  north  of 
Cokino  port,  which  I  faw  from  the  place  where  the  earth  is  dug,  and  is  to  the  weft  of 
Ecatokephale,  becaufe  travellers  mention  a  ruined  city  at  Cokino,  as  the  antient 
Hephasftia.  To  the  fouth  of  thefe  places,  and  of  the  road  which  leads  to  Caftro,  from 
the  port  where  I  landed,  there  is  a  fine  port  called  Golpho,  which  is  near  twenty  miles 
in  circumference  :  the  entrance  is  fo  narrow  that  the  bay  appears  like  a  large  lake ;  to 
the  eaft  of  it  there  is  a  town  called  Madrou,  where  there  is  a  caftle ;  and  to  the  weft  of 
it  is  a  large  village  called  Sarpe. 

The  chief  town,  Caftro,on  the  weft  of  the  ifland,  is  about  a'mile  in  circumference,  and 
probably  the  antient  city  Myrina  was  on  this  fpot  ;  to  the  weft  of  it  there  is  a  high 
rocky  cape,  on  which  there  is  a  caftle  very  ftrongly  fituated  ;  there  are  about  eight  hun- 
dred families  in  the  town,  and  the  number  of  Greeks  and  Turks  is  near  equal :  the 
Greeks  have  three  churches,  and  their  bilhop  refides  here,  who  has  an  income  of  about 
four  purfes  a  year.  The  waiwode  has  this  ifland  as  an  hereditary  feud,  paying  about 
nine  purfes  a  year  for  it  to  the  captain  bafliaw,  or  high  admiral,  who,  whenever  he  comes 
this  way,  makes  him  pay  confiderably  more,  on  pretences  that  he  has  permitted  corn 
to  be  exported  contrary  to  law,  or  the  hke,  which  the  waiwode  is  very  well  able  to 
bear,  making,  at  leaft,  fifty  purfes  a  year  advantage  by  this  ifland.  A  cadi  and  janizer 
aga  refides  at  this  place,  and  the  feveral  military  bodies  are  here,  which  are  in  moft: 
other  towns.  There  are  fixty  villages  in  the  ifland,  feven  monafteries,  and  about  feven 
thoufand  Greek  families,  and  three  thoufand  of  the  Turks.  About  thirty  miles  to  the 
fouth  of  Lemnos  I  faw  the  fmall  ifland  of  Strati,  which  is  luainhabited.  I  could  get  no 
information  of  a  volcano  in  Lemnos,  which  is  mentioned  by  the  antients,  nor  of  a  laby- 
rinth, that  is  faid  to  have  been  in  this  ifland. 

Chap.  VIL  —  0/thc  ijland  of  Sams. 

FROM  Mytilene  we  went  to  Smyrna,  and  from  that  city  to  Segigieck,  Ephefus,  and 
Scala  Nouva,  where  we  embarked  for  Samos.  This  ifland,  when  it  was  inhabited  by 
the  Carians,  was  called  Partht-nias  ;  it  afterwards  had  the  name  of  Anthemus  ;  it  was 
then  called  Melamphylus,  and  hift  of  all  Samos.  It  was  computed  to  be  fevcnty-five  miles 
in  circumference,  and  is  fituated  to  the  north-weft  of  the  promontory  Trogyiium  in 
Ionia  :  the  two  eaftern  points  of  the  ifland  were  compute.l  to  be  but  feven  ftadia  from 
that  promontory,  though  both  the  one  and  the  other  cannot  be  much  Icfs  than  a  league 
from  the  contment ;  the  furthcft  to  the  weft  was  called  Pofidicum,  or  the  promontory 
of  Neptune.  The  weft  part  of  the  ifland  is  the  cape  and  mountain  formerly  called 
Ampelus,  which  now  has  thename'of  Carabachtes,  and  the  cape  is  called  cape  Eournos, 
from  the  oppofite  iflands  j  this  mountain  ftretches  thruugh  die  whole  ifland  to  the  caft ; 
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fo  that  Samos  is  hillv,  and  like  all  the  other  iflands,  is  very  rocky ;  it  runs  naturally  into 
wood,  of  which  there  are  all  forts  that  grow  m  Afia,  except  that  I  did  not  obfervc  the 
cvprcfs  tree  on  this  ifland. 

'  Samoi  was  under  the  Perfians  and  Athenians,  and  fometimes  was  governed  by  its 
ow.i  tyrants,  or  kings  ;  of  thefe  one  of  the  mofl  fiimous  was  Polycrates,  with  whom 
Anacreoa  lived,  who  often  mentions  him  in  his  poems  :  Pythagoras  was  of  this  ifland 
at  the  fajne  time,  but  out  of  a  difla'le  of  the  tyranny  that  reigned  in  it,  he  travelled 
to  Egypt,  Babylon,  and  at  lafl  to  Italy,  where  he  died,  after  having  improved  all  thofe 
countries  by  h:s  excellent  philofophy.  Among  the  Athenian  citizens,  who  were  fent 
to  this  ill.md  as  a  colony,  was  the  father  of  Epicurus ;  that  philofopher  w.is  educated 
liere  and  in  Toos,  and  afterwards  went  to  Athens,  where  he  was  contemporary  with 
MeniT.d  T  the  comedian. 

We  iirfl;  landed  at  the  port  of  Vahd,  which  is  a  bay  that  lies  open  to  the  north-eaft, 
ar.d  is  a  good  port  when  there  is  not  a  very  flrong  northerly  wli)d.  The  town  is 
fi'.uated  about  half  a  mile  from  it  to  the  iouth,  and  is  built  up  the  fide  of  a  hill ;  there 
are  in  it  above  five  hundred  houfes,  and  fix  churches,  with  a  bell  to  each  of  them,  as 
ail  die  churches  in  the  ifland  have  ;  the  whole  town  confifls  of  Greek  Chrillians,  of 
whom  there  are  about  two  hundred  fouls.  The  convent  of  St.  Mary  is  near  a  league 
to  the  north-cad  of  this  place.  The  town  of  Vahti  lives  by  fiihing,  and  by  an  export 
of  wine,  which  is  very  good,  efpecially  a  while  mufcadine  fort,  like  that  which  is 
fold  witli  us  for  Greek  wine,  of  whir h  the  befl:  foils  for  about  a  half  peimy  a  quart. 

From  Vahti  I  went  two  leagues  towards  the  eaft  end  of  the  ifland ;  the  paOTage 
between  it  and  the  continent  .of  Afia  is  called  the  boghas,  that  is  the  mouth, 
or  ftreight  of  the  paflTage :  one  of  the  eighteen  tov  ns,  or  villages  of  the  ifland 
called  P.il<uocaftro  is  in  the  way  to  it.  To  the  north  of  it  is  the  port  Cafonefi, 
and  a  finall  ifland  in  it  of  the  fame  name,  lyirig  open  to  the  north-eafl: :  to  the 
eaft  of  this  is  the  fouth-ealt  point  of  the  iflani^ ;  there  are  two  little  bays  to  the 
weft,  which  are  open  to  the  fouth-eaft,  and  are  excellent  harbours.  The  two 
points  of  the  northern  port  appear  to  be  the  lands  which  are  neareft  to  the  continent. 
The  fouthern  point  commands  a  fine  view,  and  there  are  ru'ns  of  a  very  Itrong  tower 
on  it,  which  was  probably  defigned  to  guard  the  coaft.  From  this  point,  ti.ey  fay,  an 
iron  chain  went  acrofi  to  the  oppofite  fide,  though  it  is  not  eafy  to  conjecture  what 
end  it  could  imfwer,  unlcfs  it  were  to  receive  a  tribute  from  fliips  that  p:iffed  that  way. 
On  both  thefe  bays  there  appears  to  have  been  a  village,  each  of  which  had  a  church  ; 
one  of  th  :m  called  St.  iVIary's,  has  two  or  three  marble  pillars  in  it  lying  on  the  ground. 
To  the  fourh-weft  of  the  point,  on  which  there  are  ruins  of  a  tower,  is  another  cape, 
and  beyond  that  a  fmall  bay,  to  the  weft  of  wliich  there  is  a  cape,  which  I  take  to  be 
the  promontory  of  Neptune ;  and  oppofite  to  it  is  an  ifland  called  by  the  antients 
Nurthekrs  ;  and  over  agcunft  that  is  the  nortrjern  point  of  the  promontory  Trogvliura  j 
the  fouthern  part  extending  fomewhat  farther  to  the  weft  ;  being,  as  Strabo  obferves, 
the  neareft  land  to  Greece,  at  the  promontory  of  Attica,  called  6unium,  from  which 
it  is  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  miles  and  a  half;  oppofite  to  this  point  is  the  fmall  ifle 
Trogylium.  There  is  a  little  bay  at  cape  Neptune,  and  to  the  we(t  of  it  is  the  antient 
port  of  the  city  of  Samos,  now  called  the  port  of  Tigani ;  which  is  the  harbour  of 
Cora,  the  capital  town  of  the  ifland,  near  a  league  from  it.  The  bay  is  fmall,  and  it 
is  a  very  bad  port,  being  expofed  to  the  fouth  winds,  from  which  httle  boats  are 
fliJtercd  by  a  fmall  head  of  land  ;  and  yet  the  fea  runs  fo  iiigh  that  in  winter  they  are 
not  fecure  from  damage.  An  artificial  mole,  now  ruined,  was  built  from  the  bottom 
«f  the  bay,  extending  towards  the  head  of  land,  which  made  the  narrow  entrance  of 
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the  anticnt  harbour,  as  it  does  now  of  the  prefent.     This,  though    it  does  not  now 
feem  to  be  a  great  work,  yet  it  may  be  the  remains  of  that  mole  which  was  efteemed 
one  of  the  wonders  of  Samos,  and  is  faid  to  have  been  two  hundred  and  fifty  paces 
long.     The  port  within  feems  to  have  been  filled  up,  and  the  fea  has  loft  on  the  weft 
fide,  for  there  is  a  flat,  about  a  hundred  paces  wide,  to  a  broad  ruin,  which  being  an 
inclined  plain,  feems  to  have  been  the  foundation  for  fteps  down  to  the  ftiipping,  which 
might  come  up  to  this  place  when  the  port  was  kept  clean  and  open,  and  the  fhips 
might  lie  there  fecure  from  all  winds  when  the   pier  was  entire  :  thefe  fteps  were  on 
the  eaft  fide  of  that  high  land,  which  is  to  the  weft  of  the  port,  and  feems  to  have 
been  the  fortrefs  of  the  city  towards  the  fca  ;  it  is  a  low  rocky  hill,  about  five  hundred 
paces  broad  from  eaft  to  weft,  and  a  hundred  from  north  to  fouth  ;  the  remaining  part 
to  the  north  being  flat ;  the  middle  part  of  it  rather  higher  than  the  reft,  is  a  hundred 
feet  fquare,  and  appears  to  have  been  very  ftrongly  fortified  with  a  wall  and  foflee  ; 
and  at  a  fmail  diltance  from  it  on  one  fide  there  is  a  fally  port,  cut  down  through  the 
rock  to  the  fea:  there  are  great  remains  of  very  ftrong  works  towards  the  fouth;  and 
on  the  weft  fide  is  the  bed  of  a  winter  torrent,  which  might  fill  a  bafon  for  fmall  gallies  : 
to  the  weft  of  this    torrent  there  is  a  plain'  fpot,  full  of  pieces  of  columns,  which  feem 
to  be  the  remains  of  a  forum.     The  eld  city  Samos  extended  about  eight  hundred 
paces  beyond  this  to  the  weft ;   the  plain  being  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  wide  to  the 
foot  of  the  hill,  which  was  called  mount  Ainpelus.     The  weftern  walls  extended  up  the 
fteep  fide  of  this  hill,  and  on  the  top  of  the  hill  to  the  brow  on  the  other  fide,  along 
which  the  northern  wall  was  continued  to  the  eaft  of  the  hill,  where   turning  to  the 
fouth,  oppofite  to  the  middle  of  the  bay,  it  croflled  a  rivulet,  to  another  low  hill  which 
feems  to  have  been  much  inhabited,  and  going  along  to  the  north  fide  of  it,  it  turns 
down  to   the  fea  to  the  pier  in  the  middle  of  the  bay ;  north  of  this  inclofure  I  faw 
fome  broken  marble  coflins,  fome  of  which  were  covered  with  the  ufual  lids,  and  others 
with  large  (tones  laid  acrofs.     The  city  walls  are  cafed  infide  and  out  with  white  marble, 
being  filled  up  within  with  fmall   ftones  ;  they  are  ten,   twelve,  or  fifteen  feet    thick, 
according  to  the  ftrength  of  the  fituation,  and  at  the  top  are  covered  with  very  large 
hewn   ftones  ;  they  are  built  with  fquare  towers  at  about  fixty  paces  diftance,  unlefs 
where  the  hill  is  fo  fteep  as  to  make  them  unneceflary.     The  walls  do  not  feem  to  have 
been  above  fifteen  feet  high,  but  are  the  moft  beautiful  I  have  feen  ;  and  fome  parts 
of  them  on  the  top  of  the  hill  are  entire.     Below  there  are  remains  of  a  theatre,   the 
feats  of  which  were  not  built  on  arches,  but  on  the  fide  of  the  hill ;  it  was  two  hundred 
and  forty  feet  wide,   and  the  fpace  for  the  feats   was  eighty  feet  wide ;    it  is  built  of 
white  marble,  and   there  are  remains  of  an   arch  ten  feet  wide  in  the  front   of  it. 
The  walls  are  built  in  a  very  particular  manner  in  the  front ;  the   ruins  appeared  in 
that  manner,  though  probably  there  was  an  entrance  in  the  front.     It  is  a  ruftic  build- 
ing, the  ftones  being  rounded  fo  as  to  make  a  fcgment  of  near  a  quarter  of  a  circle, 
and  towards  the  lower  part  of  every  tier  are  knobs  at  certain  dillances,  which  make  it 
look  more  ruftic;  they  might  be  hewn  fo  in  order  to  command  the  ftones  in  placing  them. 
Towards  the  weft  fide  of  the  town  there  are  ruins  of  two  or  three  very  confidcrabic 
buildings,  which  are  (o  deftroycd  that  h   is  impoflible  to  judge  of  what  nature  they 
were,  ;md  there  are  many  walls  to  the  weft  of  them,  efpecially  feveral  arches,  like  thofe 
which  are  now  built  in  the  eaft  for  fliops  ;  it  is  faid  that  formerly  they  ferved  for  that 
purpofe,  and  probably  there  was  a  town  here  in  the  middle  ages,  which  might  continue 
till  the  iflands  were  takeji  from  the  Chrillians,  when  they  might  move  farther  from 
the  fea,  not  to  be  expofed  to  the  infults  of  the   corfairs.     To  the  weft  of  thefe  there  is 
a  large  pond  made  by  a  wall  that  confines  the  waters  which  comes  from  the  hills  ;    it 
vol  .X.  4  N  does 
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docs  not  feem  to  be  a  ven-  anticnt  work,  hut  ponibly  may  have  been  defigncd  for  a 
mill,  as  there  is  a  null  race  Irom  it  on  a  wall,  which  extends  to  a  building,  where,  they 
fav,  there  formerly  was  one.  In  this  part  there  are  likewife  two  or  three  fmall  ruined 
churches,  and  to  the  north  of  the  port  there  is  a  confiderable  ruin  Tsf  a  building  of 
iiL-wn  Hone,  with  two  or  three  tiers  of  brick,  at  the  diftance  of  every  four  feet,  whi.h^ 
thcv  fav,  was  a  church  and  palace,  probably  the  cathedral ;  and  at  this  time  thcr-  is  a 
fniail  church  within  it,  dedicated  to  St.  Nickolas.  The  hill  over  the  l.wjr  tiiy  iS  of 
white  marble,  and  there  are  feveral  grots  in  the  fide  of  it,  which  were  th.-  qu-rries  of 
the  city.  The  inhabitants  were  at  great  expence  to  bring  water  to  the  town  by  an 
aquedud,  the  remains  of  which  are  feen  all  along  the  fides  of  the  hills  for  a  league 
to  the  well,  having  its  rife  at  or  near  the  river  bnbrafius  ;  the  channel  for  the  water  was- 
made  on  a  low  wall,  except  in  a  very  few  places,  where  there  are  remains  of  fome 
arches  over  a  valley  oh  the  eaft  fide  of  the  city;  thcfe  arches  v/ere  at  leall  fixty  feet 
high  ;  and  above  them,  on  the  other  hill,  are  a  great  number  of  grots,  which  were 
quarries,  and  are  cut  in  like  galleries,  or  as  large  fquare  piazzas,  fupported  by  fquare 
pillars  of  the  natural  rock  ;  thefe  were  doubtlefs  dug  in  order  to  build  the  aquedud, 
over  which  they  are,  and  alfo  for  the  ufe  of  the  city,  being  a  free-ftone,  and  more  eafdy 
worked  than  the  marble.  As  I  went  one  day  to  vifit  thefe  grottos  alone,  fume  fliep- 
herds  who  were  feeding  their  flocks  on  the  hills,  called  to  me  ;  but  as  I  did  not  un- 
lland  their  meaning,  I  went  on  :  1  had  been  informed  that  they  found  fait  in  fome  of 
thefe  grottos,  and  my  curiofity  led  me  to  tafte  the  earth  in  feveral  of  them  :  1  learnt 
afterwards  that  a  man  who  died  of  the  plague  at  the  port,  about  three  weeks  before, 
was  buried  in  one  of  the  grottos,  and  that  the  fliep  herds  called  to  me  in  order  to  pre- 
vent my  going  into  them. 

About  half  a  mile  to  the  wefl;  of  the  old  city  the  hills  retire  to  the  north,  fo  as  to 
make  the  plain  on  the  fea  about  two  miles  wide,  and  a  league  long  from  eaft  to  weft, 
I  take  this  plain  to  be  the  Heraionof  Strabo,  to  which,  he  fays,  the  fuburb  of  the  city 
extended,  and  not  the  temple  of  Juno,  or  the  cape  to  the  weft  of  it,  as  fome  have  ap- 
prehended ;  for  the  temple  of  Juno  being  at  the  fouth-weft  corner  of  the  plain,  the 
ground  to  the  eaft  of  it  would  be  a  very  wet  fituation  for  a  fuburb  in  the  winter,  as 
it  is  for  the  moft  part  a  rtiorafs  ;  fo  that  it  is  molt  probable  that  this  quarter  to  which  the 
fuburb  of  the  city  extended  was  fituated  here,  and  had  its  name  from  being  the  neareft 
building  this  way  to  the  temple  of  Juno. 

The  temple  of  Juno  was  another  of  the  wonders  of  Samos ;  and  it  was  a  very 
extraordinary  building,  both  with  regard  to  its  fize,  and  the  manner  of  its  architecture  ; 
it  was  built  near  the  fea,  fronting  to  the  eaft.  Several  of  the  bafcs  and  pedeftals 
remain  on  the  north  fide,  though  they  are  almoft  buried  in  the  ground,  and  likewife  a 
part  of  one  of  the  columns  ;  and  on  the  fouth  fide  there  is  almoft  an  entire  ftiaft  remain- 
ing. The  pillars  were  built  of  feveral  round  ftoncs  laid  one  on  another ;  they  are 
of  white  marble,  and  the  bafes  of  grey.  One  of  the  fhafts  which  feems  to  be  entire, 
confifts  of  feventeen  ftones,froni  two  feet  to  three  feet  and  a  half  thick  ;  thefe  ftones  are 
moved  every  way  out  of  their  places  in  a  very  extraordinary  manner,  as  if  it  were  the 
effed  of  an  earthquake  ;  I  faw  part  of  two  round. capitals  of  grey  marble;  I  found 
that  one  of  them  was  four  feet  five  inches  diameter  ;  but  as  the  pillars  are  five  feet  fix 
inches,  it  feem  probable  that  they  belonged  to  pillars  on  the  infidc  of  the  temple  ;  they- 
feem  to  have  been  Doric  capitals.  This  temple  was  famous  for  a  great  number,  of 
fine  ftatues.  I  fav/  part  of  a  large  one  of  grey  marble,  the  head  and  legs  of  which 
were  broken  off,  and  it  appeared  to  be  a  work  of  no  mean  hand.  At  fome  diftance 
to  the  north-weft  of  the  temple  are  three  fmall  hills,  to  the  weft  of  which  there  are 
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■^vezt  figns  of  buildings  :  in  a  ruined  edifice,  which  feemed  to  be  of  the  middle  ages 
there  is  a  fniall  relief  of  a  man,  probably  defigned  for  Hercules,  having  thefe  letters 
under  it  AAKEIAH.  About  half  a  mile  to  the  weft  of  the  temple  there  is  a  rivulet, 
which  is  the  antient  Imbrafius,  on  which,  they  fay,  Juno  was  born,  under  a  white  willow, 
and  there  are  a'great  number  of  thefe  trees  on  it,  which  grow  up  in  a  fpiral  form 
to  a  great  height.  This  river  comes  from  the  mountains,  and  runs  near  a  village 
fituated  on  them,  called  Baounda,  where  there  is  a  red  earth,  of  which  it  is  fuppofed 
the  antients  made  the  earthen  ware,  which  was  famous  here ;  and  if  I  miftake  not, 
was  firft  invented  in  Samos ;  the  pipes  of  the  aquedud  were  made  of  it :  I  faw  fome 
of  them  from  fix  to  eight  inches  in  diameter,  and  alfo  in  Cora  otliers  of  ftone,  bored 
thorough,  and  about  the  fame  fize.  "The  river  runs  below  by  a  ruinous  village  called 
Milo,  which  is  almoft  forfaken  by  reafon  of  the  injuries  they  have  received  from  the 
corfairs. 

The  third  wonder  o*^  Samos  was  a  canal  cut  through  the  mountains  to  convey  the 
water  of  a  river  on  the  north-fide  of  it  to  the  city,  which  muft  have  been  near  half  a 
mile  long  ;  this  is  mentioned  by  Herodotus.  I  could  not  meet  with  any  information 
about  it  ;  only  they  talk  much  of  grots  that  go  under  ground  to  the  old  city,  but  I 
could  not,  find  any  grot  that  I  could  fuppofe  was  for  that  purpofe  ;  and  if  there  was 
fuch  a  canal,  it  muft  have  been  made  before  they  had  invented  the  way  of  carrying 
water  on  aqueduds  round  the  hills,  which  could  have  been  very  eafily  done  in  this 
place.  As  I  was  leaving  Samos,  I  copied  fome  fragments  of  infcriptions  juft  dug  out 
of  the  ground  from  a  wall,  on  the  outfide  of  which  there  was  a  portico;  it  is  the  re- 
mains of  the  large  building  mentioned  towards  the  weft  end  of  the  city  ;  one  of  the 
infcriptions  feemed  to  be.  to  the  honour  of  a  perfon  who  had  gained  the  prize  in  fome 
games  to  Apollo. 

The  capital  of  the  ifland,  called  Cora,  is  at  the  north-weft  corner  of  the  plain,  en 
the  fide  of  a  rocky  mountain ;  it  Is  a  poor  ill-built  place,  having  more  the  afpecl  of  a 
country  village  than  a  town  ;  it  has  notwithftanding  about  twelve  finall  churches  in  it, 
and  two  hundred  and  fifty  houfes ;  there  are  fome  imperfcfl:  infcriptions  ^nd  broken 
reliefs  there,  which  are  moftly  about  the  churches  ;  1  faw  a  defaced  one  of  a  naked 
youth,  with  a  dove  In  his  hand,  of  very  fine  fculpture.  About  a  league  to  the  caft  of 
this  place,  towards  Vahtl,  Is  the  village  of  Mytllene  ;  there  Is  a  curious  relief  in  the  wall 
ot  the  cliurch  a  little  defaced,  which  feems  to  be  fepulchral,  and  has  on  it  the  name  of 
the  perfon,  ApoUonius,  who  probably  was  a  phyficlan,  for  one  of  the  figures  has  a 
leaf  in  the  hand,  which  I  faw  alfo  In  another  relief,  and  it  refembles  very  much  the 
leaf  of  an  herb  that  grows  among  the  rocks  m  this  llland,  and  is  called  Pd'califa  ;  it  is 
much  ufed  there  at  this  time  for  feveral  diforders,  being  of  a  purging  quality.  At  fome 
(ilflance  to  the  weft  of  this  village  is  the  hlgheft  mountain  of  the  ifland  called  Cara- 
bounkh  [The  Black  Hill],  v  hich  feems  to  be  the  Cercetus  of  the  antients.  They  have 
a  white  earth  in  Samos,  which  has  fomething  of  the  nature  both  of  pipe  clay  and  {uHera 
earth,  th.:y  call  it  Gouma,  ahd  as  they  ufe  it  for  wafliing  they  call  It  Gouma  (aboni,  [foap 
earth];  they  have  the  fame  in  Milo  ;  the  women  and  children  eat  It,  as  well  for  amufe- 
•.aent  as  for  a  fort  of  nouriftiment ;  but  as  it  makes  them  drink  much  water,  it  is 
thought  that  it  caufes  a  fwelling  of  the  fpleen,  and  alfo  dropfies  :  this  probably  is  one 
©f  thofe  white  earths  of  Samos  ufcd  by  the  antients  In  medicine.  Julap  and  Icamony 
grow  here  ;  1  have  been  Informed  that  the  latter  is  not  the  beft ;  and  they  do  not 
colled  the  julap  for  fale.  The  people  in  Samos  are  much  given  to  revelling  and  drunk- 
cnnofc,  and  are  very  poor  ;  they  till  their  own  lands,  and  have  no  fervants  but  their 
own  children  ;  the  ladies  of  tiic  highelt  rank  in  Samos,  even  to  the  governor's  wife, 
(;o  to  the  fountain  for  water,  and  do  everv  kind  of  work. 
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They  have  little  trade,  except  an  export  of  wine  and  raw  filk  ;  the  latter  is  fent  to 
Scio  to  be  manufaaured  there,  to  the  value  of  about  eight  thoufand  dollars  a  year  ; 
they  alfo  export  foinc  corn,  though  contrary  to  law,  and  are  generally  obliged  to  im- 
port afterwards  for  their  own  ufe.  In  fome  of  the  grots  I  mentioned  they  find  fait; 
as  they  have  kept  their  cattle  in  them  at  night  during  the  winter  feafon,  it  is  fuppofed 
that  the  fait  which  is  in  the  dung  of  the  animals,  in  time,  by  the  moilture  of  the  place, 
makes  a  coat  of  fait  on  the  furtace  of  the  earth  ;  this  the  Greeks  take  chindedinely, 
that  the  I'urkilh  governor  may  not  deprive  thtm  of  that  benefit,  or  raife  money  on 
them;  they  call  it  a  fal  nitre,  and  I  was  informed  that  it  is  ufed  alfo  to  make  gun- 
powder ;  they  have  fait  pans  in  the  plain  of  Cora,  and  export  the  fait  they  make  into 
the  continent.  They  alfo  fend  out  a  great  quantity  of  the  timber  of  the  pine-tree  to 
build  fhips  and  boats,  efpecially  to  Patmos.  At  the  north-weft  part  of  the  ifland 
there  is  a  fmall  town  called  Carlovafi,  from  which  they  carry  wine  and  oranges  to 
Segigieck  ;  there  is  no  harbour  there,  but  three  leagues  to  the  weft  is  a  port  called 
Sitan. 

The  lands  of  this  ifland  belong  to  the  mofque  in  Conftantinople  called  Tophana- 
jamefi ;  they  meafure  them  once  in  feven  years,  by  a  meafure  which  is  a  f:ngle  pace, 
and  for  forty  fquare  paces  they  pay  about  ten  or  twelve  medins  a  year,  each  medin  being 
three  farthings  ;  the  whole  revenue  that  arifes  from  the  land  amounts  yearly  to  about 
twenty-two  purfes.  In  the  eighteen  villages  and  towns  of  the  ifland  there  are  twelve 
hundred  and  fixty  that  pay  the  harach,  or  poll-tax,  which  amounts  to  twenty  purfes 
more  ;  and  the  Turkilh  governor  makes  about  ten  purfes  of  what  they  call  Avanias, 
which  are  fines  on  deaths,  and  for  crimes  ;  for  this  is  the  profitable  way  they  have  of 
punifhing  even  murder  ;  unlefs  a  Chriftian  happens  to  kill  aTurk,  though  the  few  Turks 
that  are  here  ftand  in  fear  of  the  Chriftians. 

The  ifland  is  governed  by  a  Turkilh  waiwode  and  cadi,  the  former  having  the  care 
of  the  revenues,  and  the  latter  adminifters  julHce  in  the  capital,  and  goes  round  to  the 
villages  four  or  five  times  a  year  for  that  purpofe.  The  aga  alfo  has  a  fervant  in  fome 
of  the  printipal  villages,  who  is  a  fort  of  governor  ;  they  have  likewife  a  Chriftian 
governor  called  the  aga,  who  is  a  man  of  the  greateft  intereft,  is  chofen  by  the  people, 
and  generally  remains  in  the  ofnce  for  life  ;  he  has  a  great  influence  on  the  people  ;  and 
the  waiwode  and  cadi  feldom  do  any  thmg  of  importance,  unlefs  he  is  prefent  to  give 
his  advice.  Thewadwode  continues  in  office  for  feven  years,  paying  a  certain  yearly 
Aim,  and  makes  the  moft  of  it.  This  is  the  regular  government  of  the  ifland  ;  but 
about  three  year",  ago  a  troop  of  banditti  Chrillians  from  the  Morea  and  other  parts,  to 
the  number  of  about  fifty,  came  into  the  ifland  well-rrmed,  raifed  money  on  all  the 
villages,murdered  feveral  people,andamong  them  rheCiiriftian  aga;  fome  galleottes  were 
fent  againft  them,  and  they  were  difperfed,  except  about  twenty,  who  fubmitted  to  the 
government,  and  pretend  to  have  a  1  hcrty  to  carry  arms,  and  in  reality  govern  the  ifland 
in  every  thing,  in  which  they  are  pleaied  to  interfere ;  they  marry  themfelves  by  force 
to  the  richeft  p..rties,  and  being  difperfed  thruugh  the  villages  do  what  they  pleafe,  and 
have  a  captain  al  the  head  of  them,  maintaining  themfelves  by  the  money  they  have 
raifed;  and  this  fm.dl  number  of  men  rcnuers  the  ifland  very  unhappy,  the Turkifh 
governors  themfehu^  ftanding  in  awe  of  them,  and  no  one  has  courage  or  refolution  to 
oppofe  them. 

The  bilhop  of  Samos  refides  in  Cora ;  there  are  five  monafteries  in  the  ifland,  but  no 
nuimery  ;  there  are  only  thiee  or  four  priellb  in  each  of  them,  and  a  fufficient  number  of 
caloyers  to  till  their  land. 
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Chap.  VIII.  —  Of  the  IJland  of  Patmos. 

FROM  Samos  we  failed  to  Patmos,  wliich  is  one  of  the  iflands,  called  by  the  antlents 
Sporades  ;  it  is  in  the  Icarian  fea,  directly  fouth  of  thofe  finall  iflands  which  are  between 
Nicaria  and  Samos.  Patmos  is  computed,  by  the  modern  Greeks,  to  be  forty  miles 
round,  though  the  antients  fpeak  of  it  only  as  thirty  ;  i;nd  it  does  not  feem  to  be  fo 
much.  On  the  eaft  fide  there  is  a  deep  bay,  and  on  the  weft  two  fmall  ones,  which 
make  the  north  and  fouth  pn.t  of  the  ifland  peninfulas  :  the  neck  of  land  which  joins 
them  is  not  above  a  quarter  01  a  mile  broad  :  tiie  town  was  formerly  on  the  eaft  fide  of 
the  ifthmus,  but  the  people  removed  to  the  hill  on  the  fouth  for  fear  of  the  corfairs, 
and  built  a  town  about  the  convc7i%  which  is  on  the  fummit  of  the  high  hill. 

There  is  a  fmallei-  convent  about  half  way  up  the  hill ;   it  is  called  Apocalypfe,  in 
which  there  is  a  grot,  now  converted  into  a  churcli,  where  they  fay  St.  John  lived 
when  he  was  i.aaifiied  to  this  ifland,  and  where  they  aflii-m  he  writ  the  Revelations  ;  it  is 
nine  paces  long  and  four  'vMe,  cut  entirely  out  of  the  rock,  except  on  the  north  fide, 
where  it  opens  to  the  chapel  of  St.  Anne,  and  in  the  middle  there  is  a  fquare  pillar, 
wliich  feems  defigned  to  lupport  the  rock ;  to  the  eaft  of  this  pillar  there   is  a.  crack 
which  goes  all  acrofs  the  grotto,  i)v  wiiich  they  fay  the  Holy  Ghoft  fpake  to  St.  John 
when  he^writ  the  Revelations  and  the  Gofpel ;  for  the  monks  fay,  that,  according  to 
the  teftimony  of  fonie  oi  the  fathers,  he  wrote  the  Gofpel  here  as  well  as  the  Revelations : 
they  fay  he  was  feventcen  years  in  this  ifland,  which  feems  to  be  a  miftake  for  as  many 
months,  becauleit  is  agreed  by  the  learned  that  he  was  here  but  eighteen  months;  for 
he  returned  to  Ephefus  when  the  exiles  were  fet  at  liberty  by  Nerva.     This  convent  is 
a  fort  of  novitiate,  or  feminary  fubjed  to  the  great  convent,  and  is  governed  by  a  pro- 
feffor,  whom  they  they  call  Didafcalos,  who  has  a  mafter  under  him  :  they  teach  the 
antient  Greek,  which  they  call  Hellenike,  phyfics,  metaphyfics,  and  divinity  :  they  ufe 
the  grammar  of  Coiiftantine  Laflcares  of  Conftantinople,  and  the  logic  of  Theophilus 
Corudaleos,  both  printed  in  Venice,  and  the  phyfics  and  metaphyfics  oPthe  latter  in 
manufcript,  and  the  divinity  of  Georgius  Quarefius  of  Scio,  which  is  likewife  in  manu- 
fcript ;  they  teach  in  a  large  fchool  ;  the  mafter  inflrufts  the  children  in  the  grammar  ; 
and  the  head  profeffor  teaches  logic,  philofcphy,  and  divinity.     I   was  prefent  at  their 
lectures;  one  of  the  fciiolais  read,   and  the  profeffor  explained  it.     This  fchool,  and 
the  prefent  profefior  who  governs  it,  are  efteemed  the  beft  in  all  the  eaft  ;  they  have 
about  fifty  fcholars  who  come  from  different  countries,  and  the  greater  part  lodge  in  the 
twc  convents,  thou;. :;  fome  of  them  are  in  the  town. 

The  fituation  of  the  tv)wu  and  great  convent,  which  are  on  the  top  of  the  hill,  is 
fomething  like  that  ot  St.  Marino  :  the  convent  refembles  acaflle  irregularly  built,  but 
the  fmall  cl-.urch  is  very  neat ;  it  was  founded, as  I  am  informed,  by  the  emperc  -  Alexius 
Commenius ;  they  have  two  large  bells  in  it.  The  abbot  is  cl.ofen  once  in  two  yeais  ; 
there  are  in  all  two  hundred  members  belonging  to  the  convent,  but  there  are  only 
twenty  priefts,  and  about  forty  caloyers  in  the  monaftery.  They  have  a  fmall  library, 
funiilhcd  with  fome  of  the  beft  printed  books,  nioftly  the  Greek  fathers.  The  olddl 
mariufcript  1  faw  there  is  a  collcdion  of  the  works  of  fome  of  the  Greek  fatiicrs,  which 
as  I  conjectured  might  be  a  thoufand  years  old  ;  they  have  alfo  the  Pcntateucr-,  with 
the  comments  of  divers  perfons,  and  they  told  me  that  thev  had  >.  ne  with  the  iiiftorics 
paiiitcd  in  it  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  curious  manufcript  wnich  'belongs  to  the  arch- 
biihop  of  Smyrna,  'fhore  are  two  or  three  hermitai^  s  dependant  en  the  convent, 
and  the  whulc  ilkuid  belongs  to  it,  as  well  as  all  the  Auall  illcs  to  the  call  of  it.     From 

Q  the 


(5^6  DOCTOR.  POCOCKB  S   TRAVELS 

the  top  of  the  convent  I  faw  mod  of  the  iflands  of  the  Archipelago  :  there  is  a  nunnery 
in  the  town,  dependent  on  the  convent,  which  was  founded  by  one  of  their  abbots ;  it 
is  inhabited  by  about  thirty  old  women,  \vho  live  by  their  induitry. 

There  are  feven  hundred  houfcs  in  the  town,  but  only  a  hundred  and  fixty  perfons 
that  pay  the  poll  tax,  except  thofe  that  belong  to  the  convent,  who  are  about  two 
hundred,  moll  of  the  inhabitants  being  natives  of  other  places.  The  convent  pays  two 
purfes  ye;u-iy  to  the  captain  balhaw  for  the  ifland. 

Though  the  abbot  has  all  the  power,  yet  for  the  government  of  the  people  there  are 
four  vicardi  for  life,  who  are  generally  fucceeded  by  their  fons.  The  inhabitants, 
w  ho  are  all  Chrillians,  are  mariners,  or  lliip\\  rights ;  for  the  ifland  is  a  barren  rock, 
and  every  thing  is  brought  from  without.  The  only  export  is  cotton  {lockings  to 
Venice,  to  which  city  their  (hips  frequently  go :  they  have  a  few  gardens,  and  make 
a  little  poor  wine  that  will  not  keep  above  a  month;  they  have  good  water;  it  is  a 
verv  healthy  ifland,  and  there  has  been  no  plague  in  it  for  forty  years  paft,  fo  that  one 
fees  many  old  people  ;  for  they  are  careful  to  ^ruard  againft  infedion,  by  making  vefl'els 
perform  quarantine  which  come  from  infected  places.  The  people  here  are  much 
civilized  by  the  commerce  they  have  abroad ;  they  are  immediately  fubjefl:  to  the 
patriarch  ;  and  there  are  three  hundred  churches  in  the  ifland. 


A  DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  EAST,  6cc. 
BY  RICHARD  POCOCKE,  LL.D.  F.R.S. 

Book  the  Second.  —  Of  Afia  Minor. 


Chat.  I.  —  Of  Ajia  Minor,  and  Ionia  in  general ;  and  of  the  city  of  Smyrna. 

'TTIIAT  part  of  Afia,  which  has  the  Euxine  and  Mediterranean  feas  on  three  fides  of 
it,  was  called  by  the  antients  Afia  Minor,  and  by  the  eafterns  Natolia  or  Anatole, 
that  is,  the  caff  em  country  with  regard  to  Greece  and  the  iflands.  The  wcfl:ern  pari 
of  it  was  di(tinguifli'-d  by  the  name  of  Afia  on  this  fide  mount  Taurus,  which  war, 
bounded  to  the  eaft  by  the  river  Halys.  The  eaftern  part,  beyonil  and  about  mount 
Taurus  confilfed  c;f  Poiuus,  Cappadocia,  Cilicia,  Pamphylia,  Lycin.,  Pifidia,  Ifauria, 
aiid  l.ycac  nia.  On  this  fide  of  the  Halys  to  the  north  was  Paphlagonia,  Galatia,  and 
Bnhynia ;  all  the  other  parts,  which  took  in  the  whole  the  weftern  coaft,  was  Afia 
Proper  ;  in  which  were  the  two  Phrygias,  the  two  Myfias,  iEolia,  Lydia,  Ionia,  Caria, 
and  Dons :  alrnoft  all  thefe  were  colonics  of  the  Greeks,  who  eftabliflied  free  cities 
here,  at  firft,  in  fome  meafure,  fubjeft  to  the  mother  ciry  from  which  thev  came  ;  but 
afterwards  they  were  governed  fuccefllvcly  by  the  Pcrfian  and  Greek  monarchs.  For 
fome  time  Bithynia,  Paphlagonia,  Lydia,  and  Caria  had  their  kings,  as  well  as  PontUs 
and  Cappadocia.     The  kings  of  Syria  likewife,  after  Alexander,  had  footing  in  Afia 
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Minor ;  and  Philctrcrus,  general  of  Lyfimachus,  laid  the  foundation  for  the  kingdom 
of  Peigaiiius,  which  he  left  to  Eumenes,  and  fo  it  defcended  to  the  two  kings  of  the  name 
of  Attalus  ;  the  lalt  of  wliich  made  the  Romans  his  heirs,  ^vho  delivered  thcfe  countries 
from  the  tyranny  of  the  kings  of  Syria,  and  left  their  kings  p.nd  cities  to  enjoy  their 
ufual  liberties  ;  but  the  people  favouring  fome  difturbances  th  were  made,  the  Romans 
♦educed  the  whole  country  into  the  form  of  a  province,  anu  governed  it  by  praetors, 
among  whom  were  Sylla,  LucuUus,  and  Quintus  the  brother  of  Cicero.  Auguftus 
made  it  a  pro-confular  province,  from  which  time  it  was  called  Pro-confular  Afia. 
Bithynia  and  Paphlagonia,  after  their  kings  were  depofed,  made  anotlier  Province. 

Ionia  was  in  the  kingdom  of  Pergamus,  famous  of  old  for  its  twelve  free  cities,  which 
were  united  together  in  council  and  forces  for  their  common  defence :  th.ey  were  colo- 
nies from  Athens,  and  faid  ;  )  be  built  by  Ion,  the  Atlienian,  and  from  him  this 
country  had  its  name.  It  was  bounded  to  the  north  by  ^olia,  where  Phocaea,  and 
part  of  the  river  Hermus,  were  its  utmofl:  extent;  to  the  eaft  it  was  bounded  by  Lydia, 
as  it  was  on  the  weft  by  the  fea  ;  and  to  the  fouth  it'  extended  beyond  the  Masander  to 
the  promontory  Poflidium,  having  Caria  for  its  boundary  that  way.  It  is  faid,  that  the 
parts  near  Caria,  as  far  as  Ephefus,  formerly  belonged  to  the  Carians  ;  and  the  northern 
parts,  with  the  ifles  of  Chius  and  Samus,  were  inhabited  by  the  Leleges ;  but  both 
being  drove  out  by  the  lonians,  retired  into  Caria.  Androclus,  fon  of  Codrus,  king 
of  the  Athenians,  was  head  of  the  colony  of  the  lonians,  tmd  built  I"-pliefus,  where  his 
family  enjoyed  the  empty  title  and  honour  of  kings.  The  other  cities  were  built  or 
improved  by  diiferent  perfons,  wlio  brought  colonies  to  them.  The  capitals  of  the 
iflands  of  Samos  and  Chius  were  among  the  twelve  cities  ;  the  other  ten  were  Phocosa, 
Clazomene,  Erythrae,  Teos,  Lebedus,  Colophon,  Ephefus,  Priene,  Miletus,  and 
Myus. 

"We  embarked  at  Mytilene,  and  landed  at  Smvrna.  Tlie  Smyrna:ans  feparating 
themfelves  from  their  brethren  tlie  Ephefians,  built  Smyrna  on  the  fpot  where  the  pre- 
fent  ciiy  Hands,  and  by  the  intereft  of  the  Ephefians  were  taken  into  this  body,  and 
made  the  thirteenth  city  of  Ionia.  The  people  of  Smyrna  firft  inhabited  a  part  of 
Ephefus;  their  name  is  derived  from  Smyrna,  an  Amazon ;  it  is  not  mentioned,  whe- 
ther they  were  defcendtd  from  her,  or  left  their  country  under  her  conduct,  This  city 
is  towards  the  fouth-eaft  corner  of  a  deep  bay,  great  part  of  which,  to  the  weft,  is- 
covered  by  the  cape  of  Carabpurnou,  which  extends  to  the  north,  being  a  high  moun- 
tain, and  is  part  of  the  antient  mount  Mimas.  Over  againft  the  mouth  of  the  river 
Hermus  there  is  a  bank  of  fand,  which  runs  to  the  fouth,  and  is  fuppofed  to  he  made  by 
fhe  current  of  the  river  ;  oppofite  to  this  there  is  a  point,  on  which  a  cafUe  is  built,  to 
command  the  entrance  of  the  port,  the  fliips  being  obliged  to  fail  near  it,  by  rtafon  of 
that  bank  of  fand.  This  bay  is  tluee  leagues  wide  at  the  well  end  ;  about  a  mile  from 
the  fouth  fide  of  it  there  is  a  (leep  rocky  hill,  divided  by  a  narrow  vale  from  the  hills  to 
the  cait.  Thecaftle  of  Smyrna  ftands  on  this  hill,  which  extends  about  half  a  mile  to- 
the  welt,  towards  the  fea.  I  conjeftured  that  the  city  of  Smyrna  in  Strabo's  time  w  as 
on  this  hill,  and  on  the  plain  to  the  north  and  well  of  it ;  and  that  what  he  calls  the 
Smyrncanhay  was  that  part  of  the  gulph  which  is  towards  the  fouth-eaR  corner;  for 
then;  were  two  antient  cities.  To  the  nortli  of  this  hill  there  is  a  linall  bay,  which  is 
now  called  the  Old  Port,  to  which  all  the  fmall  boats  go  :  this,  I  conjedure,  w  as  the 
jHin  that  could  Be  Ihut  up  of  the  fecond  antient  citv.  In  this  part  there  is  a  narrow 
plain  fpot  between  tlie  caltle  and  the  fea  ;  the  prefent  town  is  fituated  on  it,  and 
extends  up  the  fide  of  the  hill ;  the  river  Meles  runs  to  the  eafl  and  north  of  that  hill, 
and  is  faid  to  have  pafTed  near  the  city  walls.     Twenty  fladia  from  this,  tliere  was 

auodicr 


^4?  DOCTOR    POCOCKe's   TRAVELS 

anotlicr  bav,  on  which,  Strabo  fays,  the  old  city  of  Smyrna  flood :  I  take  that  to  he 
the  bay  which  ft-ts  in  to  the  call,  about  half  a  league  to  the  north  of  the  prefent  city, 
which,  by  the  Englifh,  is  called  Pegg's  hole,  extending  near  to  a  fine  fource  of  waters, 
called  the  baths  of  Diana,  that  fall  into  it  in  a  fmall  dream  ;  about  them  there  are  fomc 
fmall  figns  of  buildings.  This  place  is  about  the  middle  of  the  bay,  which  extends 
near  a  league  and  a  half  further  to  the  north,  having  to  the  eafl;  a  fine  fruitful  plain, 
two  leagues  long,  in  which  there  are  five  or  fix  very  pleafant  villages.  The  Lydians 
deftroyed  the  antient  city,  and  the  Smyrncans,  for  four  hundred  years,  lived  near  it 
in  villages,  till  Antigonus  and  Lyfimachus  rebuilt  the  city  on  the  fpot  where  it  was  in 
Strabo's  time ;  it  extended  a  little  more  to  the  fouth  than  the  prefent,  further  up  the 
hill,  and  not  fo  far  to  the  north.  Dolabella  bcficged  Trebonius  in  this  city,  and  put 
him  to  death,  being  one  of  the  accomplices  in  the  aflalTmation  of  Julius  Ca;far  ;  and  he 
did  great  damage  to  the  city  for  taking  part  with  Treboniu;-.  About  half  a  mile  fouth 
of  the  old  port,  and  on  the  fouth  fide  of  a  part  of  the  cafUe  hill,  which  extends  to  the 
fea,  there  are  fome  remains  of  the  walls  of  the  fecond  city,  with  a  mole  running  out 
from  it  into  the  fea,  and  fome  other  parts  of  the  wall,  as  defcribed  below*.  The  town 
might  be  about  four  miles  in  compafs,  and  was  of  a  triangular  form  ;  it  feems  to  have 
extended  in  length  about  a  mile  on  the  fea,  and  three  miles  on  the  north,  fouth,  and 
call  fides,  taking  in  the  compals  of  the  callle,  which  is  very  large,  being  not  lefs  than 
three  quarters  of  a  mile  in  circumference  ;  the  length  of  it  is  about  twice  the  breadth  ; 
it  is  a  very  indiflerent  building,  and  (lands  on  the  remains  of  a  flrong  callle,  llie  walls 
of  which  were  of  the  fame  kind  of  architecture  as  the  city  walls  on  the  hill ;  it  is  all  in 
ruins,  except  a  fmall  part  at  the  weft  end,  which  is  always  kept  fhut  up.  One  of  the 
gateways,  of  white  marble,  has  been  brought  from  another  place,  and  in  the  architrave 
round  the  arch  there  is  a  Greek  infcription  of  the  middle  ages  :  at  another  gate  there  is 
a  coloflal  head,  faid  to  be  that  of  the  Amazon  Smyrna ;  it  is  of  fine  workmanfhip,  and 
the  trelTes  particularly  flow  in  a  very  natural  manner.  Smyrna  was  one  of  the  fineft 
cities  in  thefe  parts,  and  the  flreets  were  beautifully  laid  out,  well  paved,  and  adorned 
with  porticos  both  above  and  below ;  there  was  in  it  a  gymnafiuir.,  a  library,  the 
Homerium,  which  confided  of  a  portico,  temple,  and  datue,  dedicated  to  Homer : 
for  of  the  feven  cities  which  contended  for  the  birth  of  that  great  poet,  it  has  been 
almod  generally  thought,  that  Smyrna  has  the  bed  title  to  that  honour.  There  was 
alfo  here,  a  temple  of  Mars,  a  circus,  and  a  theatre,  and  yet  there  is  now  very  little  to 
be  feen  of  all  thcfe  things  ;  the  reafon  is,  that  the  new  city  is  built  on  the  fpot  of  the 
antient  one,  and  mod  of  the  materials  of  it  have  been  removed  to  ferve  for  the  modern 
buildings,  and  they  are  even  now  continually  digging  under  ground  for  the  dones. 
The  fpot  on  which  the  theatre  dood,  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  tov.ards  the  fouth  end  of 
the  town,  is  all  built  upon:  one  fees  very  little  of  the  circus,  except  the  foundations; 

•  The  city  wall  went  up  what  they  call  the  Windmill  hill,  on  the  top  of  which  there  are  foundations  as 
of  a  fmall  callle;  from  this  hill  the  wall  runs  about  a  furlong  to  the  north,  turns  again  to  the  eaft,  and 
goes  upafummit  of  the  hill,  which  is  to  the  fouth  of  the  Circus,  from  which  turning  north,  and  going 
eaft  of  the  Circus,  it  afterwards  ti:rns  to  the  eaft  for  a  little  wny,  and  fo  joined  the  fouth-well  corner  of  the 
caftle:  the  northern  wall  began  from  the  north-weft  corner  of"  the  calUc,  dcfcends  the  caftle  hill  to  the 
north-wcft,  in  which  direftion,  I  fuppofe,  it  went  to  the  fea,  through  the  middle  of  the  prefent  town, 
near  the  Armenian  ftreet,  where  there  are  fome  remains  of  a  v.  all,  built  of  very  large  hewn  ftones,  in  which 
are  cut  feveral  rough  lines  or  letters,  many  of  them  in  this  (liape  V,  which  has  exercifed  the  learning  of 
antiquarians  to  find  out  for  what  purpi,l\.-  thofe  hncs  were  made.  Some  think  that  it  was  defigned  for  tlie 
initial  letter  of  \'efpafian's  name  ;  though  pofiibly  thefe  lines  might  be  made  in  the  quarries  from  one  ftone 
to  another,  to  ftiew  how  they  were  to  be  placed  in  the  building :  indeed  the  walls  above  are  built  in  a 
different  manner  of  rufticatcd  ftone,  w  hich  is  not  fo  large  ;  fo  that  this  might  be  a  later  building,  being  in 
the  ftyle  of  the  work  that  was  executed  under  the  fuft  Greek  eropcroxs. 
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tt  was  hollowed  clown  into  the  hill,  not  far  from  the  fouth-wefl:  corner  of  the  caflle. 
At  the  north-weft  corner  of  it  is  the  tomb  of  St.  Polycarp,  who  was  here  expofed  to 
wild  hearts,  and  torn  to  pieces  by  them.  It  is  faid  that  great  diforders  had  been  com- 
mitted here  by  the  Greeks  at  the  time  of  his  feftival ;  and  that  a  cadi  laid  hold  on  this 
pretence  to  get  money,  ordering  that,  in  cafe  any  Chriftians  came  to  it,  the  commu- 
nity of  Chriftians  fhould  be  obliged  to  pay  fuch  a  fum  ;  but  as  he  could  "ol  obtain  his 
end,  he  put  up  a  flone  turban  on  it,  as  if  it  were  the  tomb  of  fome  Mahometan  faint, 
by  which  he  thought  to  have  his  revenge,  in  preventing  the  Chriftians  from  ever  reforting 
to  it  again,  which  hitherto  has  had  its  effoft.  There  is  a  tradition,  that  the  cathedral 
church  of  the  archbifliop  of  Smyrna  was  built  on  the  north  fide  of  the  circus,  which 
fecms  probable,  there  being  fome  ruins  that  look  like  the  remains  of  fuch  a  building ; 
and  to  the  fouth-eaft  of  it  there  is  a  fabric  of  three  rooms,  which  had  a  portico  before 
it,  the  pillars  of  which  are  taken  away.  This  feems  to  be  the  building,  mentioned  by 
fome  travellers,  in  which  the  council  of  Smyrna  was  held,  it  having  been,  probably, 
the  fynod-room  of  the  archbifliop,  whofe  houfe  might  have  been  between  this  and  the 
church.  There  are  remains,  up  tlie  fide  of  the  hill,  of  many  vaults  and  paffagcs  for 
water ;  and  there  are  feveral  arched  vaults  under  houfes,  the  entrances  to  which  are 
well  built,  of  large  hewn  ftone :  thefe  vaults,  doubtlefs,  belonged  to  the  houfes  of  the 
old  city.  As  they  have  no  good  water  in  Smyrna,  the  antients  were  very  careful  in 
making  aquedufts,  in  order  to  fupply  the  town  with  water  j  and  the  old  aquedud, 
which  is  now  ruined,  is  undoubtedly  very  antient  *. 

•  There  are  fome  hills  to  the  eaft  of  the  caftle  hill ;  and  about  a  league  to  the  eaft  of  it  there  is  a  narrow 
vale  between  the  hills,  where  there  is  water,  wliich  probably  was  brought  from  that  vale,  round  the  hills, 
to  the  city.  ^The  firll  figns  of  the  aqueduft  arc  about  a  mile  to  the  eall  of  the  valley,  in  which  the  Meles 
runs  ;  and  to  the  call  of  the  caftle  there  is  a  wall,  which  runs   along  on  the  height   of  the  hill,  higher  or 
lower,  according  as  the  ground  lies  ;  this  wall  goes  near  the  vale  in  which  the  river  Meles  runs  ;  the  aque- 
duft  was  tlien  carried  along  the  fide   of  the   liill,  and   croflld   the  valley,  where  the   high  arches   are    all 
deftroyed,  except  fome  purl  of  the  wall  on  the  fide  of  the  hills,  and  fome  remains   of  the   arch  over  the 
river  ;  it  was  then,  probably,  carried  along  the  fide  of  the  hill  to  cifterns  under  the  caftle  ;  the  fide  of  the 
caftle  being  higher  than  the  aqueduft  could  poITibly  be  raifed.      In  this  manner  it  feems  to  have  fupplied  all 
the  parts  about  the  caftle,  and  probably  the  lower  town  likewife  :  the  wall  is  not  built  with  arches;  for 
there  is  only  one  arch  aerol's  the  road  that  goes  to  the  fouth,  and  three  or   four   arches  near  it,  where  I 
difcovered  the  channel  of  the  aquedudt  in  tlie  wall,  which  was  made  of  large  fquarc  ftones,  one  ftone  being 
let  into  the  other,  and  a  round  channel  is  worked  through  tlicm  ;  what  is  very  particidar,  this  pipe  is  laid 
in  the  wall,  a  very  little  above  the  ground,  though  the  wall  is  built  much  higher,  and   in  many  places, 
where  the  wall  was  broke,   I  could  fee  no  fign  of  thr  pipes,  not  even  at  top,  which,  I  therefore  concluded, 
run  moftly  along  the  ground,  except  w  here  the  ground  is  low,  and  yet  in  all  parts  the  wall  is  built  high  : 
I  faw  alfo  many  pieces  of  earthen  pipes,  and  one  in  the  wall  three   or  four  feet  above  the  ground,  whick 
might  be  a  channel  from  fume  other  fource  ;  hut  it  is  not  eafy  to   conjcdture   for  what   purpofe   the  wall 
ftiould  be  built  fo  higli,  \mlefs  there  was  a  channel  at  the  top  to  convey  water  to    higher   jjlaces  ;  though, 
as  the  wall  is  built  fo  thick  at  the  pafTage  of  the  road,  witli  buttrefies   on  each  fide,  and  alfo  fome  towers 
to  it  further  to  the  eaft,  one  would  be  ineliiu-d  to  think  that  it  was  defigned  as  fome  fort  of  defence  againd 
the  incurfions  of  enemies.     To  the  fouth  of  tliis  there   is  another  aqueduft,  over  the  vale  juft   under  the 
caftle  ;  it  is  new  built,  with  three  rows  of  arches,  one  over  another ;  towards  the  bottom  of  it  there  are 
remains  of  an  old  rufticated  wall,  after  the  manner  of  the  city  walls,  which  ftiews  that  an   antienler  aque- 
duft  had  been  there.     A  little  to  the  foulli  of  this  there  is  a   place   which  they  call  the  Homereum,  and 
fay,  that  the  temple  of  Homer  was  there,  though  there  is  no  fign  of  any  antient  building.      A  mile  to  the 
fouth  there  are  tv.o  aqueducts  clofe  to  a  third   which  crolTes   llie  fame  valley,  each  having  three  rows  of 
arches,   one  over  another  ;  one  of  them  is  new  built,  the  other,  which  i.^  a  very  bad  fabric,  is   older  ;  they 
convey  grci.t  bodies  of  water  from  a  place  to  the  fouth-iaft,  where  feveral  old  artificial  channels  meet,  and 
not  being  all  convoyed  to  the  city,  they  form  a  little  river,  which,  towards  Segccui,   falls  into  tiie   Melci. 
Near  the  above-mentioned  aqiiediitt  there  are  remains  of  the  paved  ro.id  to  Ephefus,  which   was  made  ot 
very  broad  ftones;  there  are  iiilo  ruins  of  a  ppteway  and  wall,  which  crolTed  this  road  from  the  caftle  hill, 
about  a  mile  from  the  caftle  itielf ;  tliis  wall  extended  to  the  oppofitc  hill,  and  was,  vrithout  doubt,  built 
to  defend  the  pafi. 
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'j-i  — ^r>r,f.  ,vn  oT  ''^  '  V  ma  makes  a  very  fihe  appearance  from  the  water ;  it  Is 
^\y_  ;  the  itreets  are  narrow  and  not  well  laid  out ;  there  are 

ill  It  two  till  ^li  -re  built  round   courts,  and  beinj^  covertd  with  cupobis, 

make  a  vt;;.    ..,....., appearance;  they  have  alio  beautiful  bcfeiteens,  or  Ihops, 

which  are  arched  over :  the  upper  parts  of  their  houfes  are  built  with  unburnt  brick, 
in  frames  of  wood  plaiftered  over :  tliofe  in  the  ftreet  next  the  fea  have  courts  and 
gardens  behind  them,  extending  to  the  fea  fide  ;  they  build  thefe  houfes  on  tl.ree  fides 
of  a  couBiS  with  a  gallery  of  communication  to  the  feveral  apartments ;  their  warehoufes 
are  below,  and  the  dwelluig-houfe  above :  on  one  fide  of  the  garden  they  have  a  long 
wooden  gallerv  covered  over,  which  leads  from  the  dwelling-houie  to  a  fort  of  a  plea- 
fure-houfe  over  the  water :  this  makes  the  fituation  of  them  very  delightful ;  and  there 
is  a  quay  all  along  the  fea  fide,  to  which  the  fniall  boats  come  up  and  load  at  their 
doors. 

It  is  thought  that  there  are  near  a  hundred  thoufand  fouls  in  Smyrna ;  of  thefe  there 
are  feven  or  eight  thoufand  Greeks,  two  thoufand  Armenians,  and  five  or  fix  thoufand 
Jews,  who  all  have  their  particular  iheets,  in  which  they  live  together.  The  Greeks 
liave  three  churches,  the  Armenians  one ;  in  the  cemetery  of  the  latter  are  feveral 
infcriptions,  and  fome  pieces  of  antiquity.  The  Franks  or  Europeans  have  their  par- 
ticular ftreet,  in  which  they  enjoy  great  privileges,  and  lock  it  up  every  night.  The 
Englifti,  French,  Swedes,  Dutch,  and  Venetians,  have  their  confuls  here.  The  Eng- 
lilh  and  Dutch  have  chapels  and  chaplains.  Tiie  Francifcans,  Capuchins,  and  Jefuits, 
have  their  refpeclive  convents.  In  the  Francifcan  monaftery  an  apoftolical  vicar  of  that 
order  always  refides.  Both  the  Armenians  and  Greelcs  have  their  archbifliop,  who,  if 
I  miftake  not,  has  only  the  bifliopric  of  Phocaca  under  him,  which  feems  to  be  united 
to  Smyrna,  as  there  is  no  bifhop  in  it.  The  Greek  metropolitan  has  a  very  fine  manu- 
fcript  of  the  Pentateuch,  fuppofed  to  have  been  wi-ote  about  the  year  eight  hundred, 
with  a  large  comment  on  it ;  it  is  on  parchment,  exceedingly  well  written,  and  adorned 
with  feveral  paintings,  which  are  well  executed  for  thofe  times.  The  great  number  of 
Franks  who  are  fettled  here,  make  Smyrna  a  very  agreeable  place,  and  there  is  no 
want  of  good  company  ;  they  Uve  in  a  very  fociable  manner,  and  are  particularly  civil 
to  ftrangers. 

Smyrna,  and  a  confiderablc  territory  about  it,  belongs  to  the  vahdea  or  fultancfs 
mother.  A  waiwode,  who  has  the  more  honourable  title  of  mofolem,  has  the  care  of 
the  revenues ;  but  the  cadi  is  the  principal  governoi*  here,  in  whom  the  chief  power 
refides,  there  being  no  pafha  over  this  diftridt.  The  citv  had  been  much  diltrelfed  two 
or  three  years  before  I  was  there,  by  the  rebellion  of  Soley  Bey,  whofe  army  ravaged 
the  whole  country,  threatened  to  plunder  the  city,  and  raifed  thirty  purfes  of  money  on 
them;  the  Europeans  removed  moft  of  their  effects  aboard  the  vellels  in  the  harbour. 
The  magillrates  built  gates  to  the  town,  planted  cannon  upon  them,  and  for  a  pretence 
to  raife  money  on  the  city,  began  to  make  a  little  foffe  round  on  the  hill,  and  to  build. 
a  flight  wall,  great  part  of  which  has  fince  fallen  down  ;  and  the  city  and  merchants 
found  the  eftecls  of  this  blockade  more  fenfiblv,  in  a  lofs  of  their  trade ;  the  carav;ms 
not  being  able  to  tratel  in  fafety,  in  order  to  bring  goods  for  exportation.  The  city, 
which  has  been  alarmed  on  account  of  many  earthquakes  which  have  happened,  was' 
greatly  terrified  by  a  Ihock  which  happened  in  April,  1739,  that  overthrew  feveral 
houfes  ;  many  perfons  were  killed  in  their  beds,  and  there  was  not  a  houfe  in  Smyrna 
but  what  was  fliattered  in  a  moft  miferable  manner,  and  the  people  fo  terrified,  that 
they  flept  in  huts  in  their  gardens  and  yards  almoft  all  the  fummer ;  and  many  retired 
altogether  from  their  houfes,  both  for  fafery  and  convenience. 
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The  trade  of  Smyrna  for  Its  export  to  Chriftendom,  is  more  confiderable  than  any 
port  of  the  Levant ;  it  confiits  chiefly  of  very  rich  goods  ;  fuch  as  raw  filk,  Turkey 
carpets,  but  more  particuharly  the  fine  goats  hair  or  mohair  of  An-^oura,  with  v/hich 
our  camlets,  prunellos,  and  buttons  are  made ;  they  export  hkewife  a  great  quantity 
of  raifins  to  England,  under  the  pretence  of  a  privilege  they  have  by  our  capitulations 
of  loading  fo  many  fliips  for  the  king's  table  ;  they  export  alfo  a  great  deal  of  un- 
wrought  cotton,  and  a  fmall  quantity' of  mufcadine  wine,  for  which  this  place js  famous, 
as  well  as  for  the  drier  virgin  white-wine.  TiiG  import  is  chiefly  woollen  cloth,  lead, 
and  tin ;  in  the  firfl;  tlie  Englifli  Iiave  been  very  niuch  fupplanted  by  the  French  in  all 
parts,  except  at  Conftantinople  and  in  Egypt,  where  the  great  people  always  ufe  the 
Englifh  manufafturcs,  becaufc  they  are  the  bell.  They  import  glafs  from  Venice,  and 
manufactured  fiiks  from  other  parts  of  Italy  ;  they  have  alfo  another  export  to  Italy 
from  Vourla  Segigieck,  and  fome  other  fmall  ports,  of  what  they  call  Valanea,  which 
is  a  large  acron  ;  they  ufe  them  in  Italy  for  tanning  inftead  of  barjc  ;  the  cup  alfo,  as 
I  have  been  informed,  is  ufed  in  fome  parts,  efpecially  in  Holland,  to  mix  with  their 
galls  in  dying  black,  being  a  cheaper  commodity,  and  in  fome  meafure  aniwers  the  end 
of  galls  ;  from  thefe  two  ports  they  fometimcs  export  oil  to  France,  for  making  foap, 
and  for  working  their  cloths. 

To  the  fouth-eaft  of  Smyrna  there  is  a  fine  plain,  and  on  the  north  fide  of  it  is  a 
plcafimt  village  called  Bujaw,  where  the  Europeans  have  country-houfes,    gardens, 
and  fields  planted  with  cyprefs  trees  ;  in  the  niiddle  of  this  plain  there  are  feveral  canals, 
which  fupply  the  city  by  the  aqueduds,  and  the  river  Meles  runs  to  the  fouth  part 
of  it,  bevond  which  to'Wards  the  foot  of  the  mountains  is  the  village  of  Segicui,  where 
there  are  likew  ife  fome  country-houfes  belonging  to  Europeans.     To  the  north  of 
the  city,  there  is  a  coffin  of  white  marble  in  a  garden,  with  ;m  infcription  on  it,  which 
fignifies  that  it  was  the  tomb  of  a  perfon  of  the  name  of  Fabius  Maximus,  who  died 
at  twenty-one  years  of  age :  in  the  way  to  the  plain  in  which  Bonavre  is  fituated,  not 
far  from  the  road,  is  that  great  fource  of  water  called  the  baths  of  Diana ;  the  waters 
are  warm  in  winter  ;  and  near  them  there  are  many  foundations  of  buildings,  and 
feveral  arches  of  great  antiquity,  which  doubtlefs  belonged  to  the  antient  baths  ;  there 
are  ruins  all  the  way  from  the  city  to  this  place,  and  fo  far  probably  the  mod  ancient 
city  of  Smyrna  extended.     At  the  village  of  Bonavre  there  is  a  Turkifh  burial  place 
of  great  extent,  from  which  one  would  conclude  that  it  had  been  a  confiderable  town  ; 
and  it  is  faid,  that  all  the  patents  of  the  grand  fignor  for  confuls,  make  them  confuls 
of  Bonavre  and  Smyrna,  as  if  it  had  been  a  place  of  trade,  though  it  is  a  league 
from  the  fea.     In  tlKfe  burial  jilaces  there  are  a  great   number  of  columns,  pieces  of 
entablatm-e,  and   other  (tones  of  antient  buildings  ;  fo  that  it  is  probable  there  was  a 
temple  in  this  place  ;  and  I  found  by  a  Greek  infcription  that  there  had  been  a  church 
here.     On  the  fide  of  the  hill,  more  to  the  weft,  and  near  the  corner  of  the  bay,  there 
are  feveral  very   antient  fepulchres ;  the  plainelt  fort  confilts  of  a  raifed  ground   in 
a  circular  form,  either  of  Hones  hewn  out,  or  laid  In   4  rough  manner,  in  thefe  there 
aie  generally  two  graves  funk  into  the  grouml,  made  of  \\c\\i\  fione,  and  covered  over 
with  a  large  (lone.     The  others  are  circular  mounts  from  twenty  to  fixty  feet  in  diameter, 
which  are  walled  round  with  large  rufticatcd  Itoiie  to  the  height  of  the  mount.     There 
is  a  room  within  under  grounil,  and  fome  of  them  are  divided  into  two  apartments ; 
the  walls  are  all  of  very  good  work,  made  of  a  fort  of  a  brown  baftnrd  granite  of  the 
place,  wrought  every  way  very  finooth,  infonmch  that  the  joints  are  as  fine  as  thofe  of 
polifhed  marble ;  round  at  the  top  is  the  plain  cornice  ufed  in  the  antient  Egyptian 
buildings,  and  thefe  alfo,  like  the  others,  are  covered  with  long  Itones  ;  one  of  the 
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former  fort  bcinj»  opened  by  fome  EngliHi,  they  found  an  urn  in  it.  Towards  the 
caft  part  of  the  plain  there  are  two  villages  called  Norlccui  and  Hadjclar,  in  which 
Jikewife  fome  Europeans  have  their  country-houfes.  At  the  Turkilh  burial  place  of 
the  latter  there  arc  feveral  flones  of  antient  buildings,  and  fome  imperfect  Greek  infcrip- 
tions,  as  well  as  in  mofl:  of  the  burial  places  of  the  villages  here  ;  fo  that  it  is  probable 
there  were  antiently  villages  in  thefe  places,  which  had  their  temples  to  their  Sylvan, 
or  country  gods.  Thefe  two  plains,  with  part  of  the  neighbouring  hills,  were  probably 
the  territory  of  the  Smyrnseans. 

CHAV.ll.'-^Of  Vourla  the  antient  Clazomene,  Segigieck,  and  the  antient  Teius. 

I  WENT  by  fea  from  Smyrna  to  Vourla,  which  is  a  village  a  league  to  the  fouth  of 
a  bay  of  the  fame  name,  on  which  there  is  a  calUe  built  to  command  the  entrance  to 
the  port  of  Smyrna.  This  place  is  on  that  large  promontory  which  is  made  by  the  high 
mountains  of  Carabournou,  among  which  was  mount  Mimas  of  the  anticnts,  fo  often 
mentioned  by  the  poets,  which  Strabo  fays  was  between  Clazomene  and  Erythrce, 
which  is  on  the  weft  fide  of  this  great  promontory ;  and  fo  is  nor,  as  fome  have  taken 
It  to  be,  that  mountain  between  Vourla  and  Smyrna,  which  by  reafon  of  two  high 
points  is  called  the  Brothers.  This  port  of  Vourla  is  computed  to  be  eight  or  tea 
leagues  from  Smyrna,  and  is  that  bay,  which  with  another  to  the  fouth  made  the 
Ifthmus  fo  frequently  mentioned  by  the  antients,  as  having  on  the  north  fide  of  it 
the  territory  of  the  Clazomenians,  and  on  the  fouth  that  of  the  Teians,  and  has  that 
peninfula  to  the  wefl:  which  was  the  country  of  the  Erythrasans ;  confequently  the  port  of 
Vourla  muft  have  been  the  port  of  the  famous  city  of  Clazomene,  which  was  one  of  the 
twelve  cities  of  Ionia ;  but  Kelifman,  a  village  on  the  eafl  fide  of  this  bay,  has  been 
taken  for  this  city  by  fome  travellers,  from  a  fimilitude  of  the  name,  although  it  is 
without  the  Ifthmus,  and  in  a  place  where  there  are  no  ruins.  Strabo  alfo  mentions 
fight  fmall  iflands  before  the  city,  which  are  diredly  before  the  port  of  Vourla  ;  and 
though  it  is  true,  that  there  ai-e  very  few  figns  of  the  city  in  this  place,  yet  the  ground 
is  covered  with  antient  brick  and  tiles,  which  are  a  proof  that  fome  confiderable  city 
formerly  ftood  there  ;  but  what  makes  this  place  without  all  doubt  to  be  the  fite  of 
the  antient  Clazomene,  is  the  ifland  of  St.  John,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the 
land  ;  it  is  half  a  mile  in  circumference  ;  there  are  remains  of  a  broad  raufeway  leading 
to  it,  and  though  it  is  almoll  deftroyed  by  the  fea,  yet  they  pafs  ov  r  to  the  ifland  on 
foot.  This  muft  be  that  ifland  to  which  the  Clazomenians  retired  for  fear  of  the 
perfians,  and  joined  it  to  the  continent  by  the  caufeway  ;  at  the  end  of  which  there 
are  fome  figns  of  an  old  wall,  and  a  fmall  arch  ;  and  there  are  two  or  three  pieces 
of  ;uuiquity  remaining  at  Vourla.  European  veflels  are  often  loaded  with  raifins  and  oil 
of  ol.ves  at  this  port,  where  there  is  only  a  mofque  and  a  cu'lom-houfe. 

The  town  of  Vourla  is  a  league  to  the  north-north  eaft  of  the  port,  and  is  fituated 
on  two  rifing  grounds,  on  one  of  which  the  Chriitians  live,  of  whom  there  are  about 
five  hundred  houfes  ;  the  Turks  inhabit  the  other  part  of  th^'  town  ;  the  Chriftians  have 
two  churches,  and  the  archbifliop  of  Ephefus  lias  a  tolerable  houfe  here,  and  refides 
for  two  or  three  months  in  the  year  at  this  place,  which  is  in  his  diocefe.  Strabo 
mentions  a  fteep  place  at  the  beginning  at  the  Ifthmus,  which  was  the  divifion  between 
the  Erythracans  and  the  Clazomenians,  and  that  Chytrium  was  behind  it,  where  Cla- 
zomene was  at  firft  built ;  and  then  he  mentions  the  city  of  his  time,  before  which, 
he  :ays,  there  were  eight  iflands  ;  in  order  to  Imderftand  this,  it  muft  be  obferved,  that, 
to  the  weft  of  the  bay  of  Vourla,  there  is  another  narrow  deep  bay,  called  the  bay  of 
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Sharpan  ;  between  the  two  bays  and  the  plain  of  Vouria,  there  is  a  fteep  rocky  chain  of 
hills,  which  I  talce  to  be  the  fteep  ground  mentioned  by  Strabn;  it  extends  to  the 
bottom  of  the  bay  of  Sharpan,  where  probably  Chytrium  was  fituated ;  which  is  the 
more  likely,  as  this  bay  is  about  a  league  and  a  half  deeper  to  the  fouth  than  the  bay 
of  Vouria ;  fo  that  this  muft  have  been  the  bay  that  made  the  Ifthmus,  nu-ntioncd  by 
Strabo  as  fix  miles  and  a  quarter  broad  from  the  fourthern  bay  of  Tcius  to  this  place. 
Whether  or  no  the  city  of  Clazomene  might  extend  acrofs  any  part  of  the  high  ground, 
fo  as  that  an  illand  or  two  in  that  bay  might  be  faid  to  lie  oppofite  to  it,  is  very  uncertain, 
and  rather  too   forced  an  interpretation  of  Strabo ;  and  I  ihould  rather  think  that  he 
was  midaken  in  the  number  of  iflands  fituated  before  Clazomene  ;  for  there  are  but  five 
in  that  bay,  and  a  rock,  which  might  formerly  be  larger,  and  reckoned  as  an  ifland  ; 
that  which  is  to  the  north-wed  of  St.  John's  ifland  is  called  Chicelle ;  between  them 
is  the  rock  before  mentioned,  and  to  the  north-weft  of  this  is  the  ifland  Nerifle,  to 
the  weft  of  which  there  is  a  larger  ifland  called  Vourlali,  which  is  known  to  Europeans 
by  the  iiame  of  the  Partridge  ifland  ;  to  the  weft  of  this  there  is  an  ifland  ten  miles  long, 
called  by   the  Turks  Kiuflin,  and   by  Europeans   the  Long  Ifland  ;    it  was   antiently 
known  by  the  name  of  Drymufa,  and  was  given  by  the  Romans  to  the  Clazomenians^ 
when  they  made  Clazomene  a  free  city ;  and  fome  large  arched  cifterns  in  it,  are  a 
proof  that   the  ifland   has  been   confiderably    inhabited.      Between   Clazomene  and 
Smyrna  was  the  temple  of  Apollo,  which  probably  was  at  a  village  about  eight  miles 
from  Smyrna,  to  the  Ibuth  of  the  caftle,  where  I  faw  about  the  burial  place  of  the 
Turks  a  great  number  of  pieces  of  marble  and  fine  columns.    A  mile  to  the  eaft  of  this 
place  are  the  hot  baths  mentioned  by  Strabo  ;  they  rife  at  the  foot  of  the  mountains  on 
each  ftde  of  the  bed  of  a  fmall  ftream,  over  which  there  are  ruins  of  a  confiderable 
bridge,  as  there  are  on  one  fide  of  the  antient  baths ;  the  waters  are  very  hot  at  the 
fources  ;  they  have  no  pardcular  tafte,  but  by  a  red  fettlement  on  the  ftones,  and  by  a 
yellow  fcum  on  the   top  of  the  water,  I  conclude  that  there  is  in  them  both  iron  and 
fulphur ;  they  are  much  frequented  for  bathing  at   a  certain  time  of  the  year  by   the 
common  people.      Between   mount  Mimas  and  Erithrs,  Strabo  mentions  a  village 
called  Cybelia,  and  the   promontory  of  Melaina,  which  is  probably  that  to  the  north 
of  the   pu\it  bay  oppofite  to  Scio,  at  the  bottom  of  which  Erithr;e  ftood  ;  the   place 
now  has  the  lame  name,  and  is  famous  for  giving  birth  to  the  Erithritan  Sibyl ;  I  was 
informed  that  there  are  forie  marks  there  of  the  antient  city.     Between  Teos  and' 
Erithrre,  rather  nearer  to   the   former,  the  fmall  town  of  Erjc  was   fituated  :  Mount 
Corycus  was  near  Erythra*,  which  Strabo  defcribes  as  a  mountain  ilretching  itfelf  froirr 
north  to  fouth  ;   under  this  mountain,  to  the  fouth  of  Erithrae,  was  the  port  Cafyftes, 
probably  that  which   is  now  called  Gcfine,  between   which  and  Scio   there  is  a  great 
jntercourfe  ;  then  followed  the  port  of  Erithric,  and  feveral  others  in  that  bay,  which 
have  not  at  prefent  fufficicnt  depth  of  water  for  the  flu'pping  *. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  part  of  the  country  having  a  bad  charader,  we  could  not 
go  to  viiit  thofe  places,  but  went  from  Vouria  fouth-eaft  three  leagues  to  Sevrihiflar. 
About  half  way  in  this  road  there  is  a  Turkifli  burial  place,  there  is  one  alio  at  Erecui, 
another  at  a  ruined  village  called  Guzclliiflar,  and  one  near  the  town  of  SevrihilTar, 
in  all  which  burial  places  there  are  feveral  pieces  of  marble,  and  columns,  and  imperfefi 

*  There  aro  four  iHanth  called  Ilijipi  before  Kritlirx.  Ti\c  Romans  granted  great  privileges  to  this 
city,  on  accouni  of  its  fidelity  to  th'-  republic  during  their  wars  in  tliefo  parts  Strabo  fays,  that  beyond 
Corycus  was  the  fmall  illand  Hallonifiis,  probalJy  towards  the  north  part  of  tlie  promontory  Argcnum, 
•which  was  the  north-well  point  of  that  promontory,  which  is  now  called  rape  Carabournou,  that  was 
fixty,  or  ratjicr  a  huoJrevi  and  llxty  lludia  from  cape  rullidium  in  the  iUc  of  Chius. 
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mfcriptions,  which  nre  a  proof  that  there  were  fomc  antient  buildinj^s  in  thofe  places, 
particularly  at  Krccui  it.  the  famous  infcription,  which  is  called  the  Curfes  ol  the 'iViar.s, 
and  this  place  may  poflibly  have  its  name  from  having  been  part  of  the  territory  of  Era.-. 
-.\t  C}uzeilii(I;ir  there  are  alfo  feveral  famous  infcriptions  rel'itino;  to  the  alliances  of 
the  i'f  ians.  Antient  writers  mention  that  there  was  a  wood  above  Clazomene  dedicated 
tJ  Alexander,  and  that  games  were  performed  there  by  the  whole  communify  of 
Ionia,  which  were  called  the  Alexandrian  games ;  and  from  Strabo's  account  this  fpot 
fecms  to  have  been  towards  the  fouth  (Ide  of  the  Ifthmus,  becauie  in  fpeaking  of  the 
breadth  of  it,  he  fays,  that  from  the  Alexandrian  fpot  to  the  fteep  ground'  at  Clazo- 
mene, it  was  fix  miles  and  a  quarter  broad,  fo  that  it  is  poflible  thefe  buildings  might 
liave  ibme  relation  to  thofe  games,  or  might  be  different  temples  dedicated  to  Bdcchus, 
who  was  worfliipped  in  thefe  parts. 

Sevrihillar  is  a  large  country  town,  fituated  on  three  heights ;  there  are  very  few 
('liriiiians  in  it ;  I  faw  feveral  imperfect  infcriptions  and  fragments  of  antiquity  sbour 
it.  The  town  of  Segigieck  is  a  league  to  the  fourh-wefl  of  it ;  it  is  built  within  a 
caflle,  about  half  a  mile  in  circumference,  and  has  a  very  fine  fecure  harbour  *.  Half 
a  league  to  the  fouth  of  it,  are  the  ruins  of  Tcos,  now  called  Bodrun  ;  and  on  the  fouth 
fide' of  one  of  the  hills,  within  the  city,  are  remains  of  a  theatre,  which  is  partly  built 
apainft  the  fide  of  the  hill.  To  the  fouth-eaft  of  the  theatre  are  great  ruins  of  a  temple, 
but  all  the  walls  are  thrown  down ;  any  one  might  conjcdure  that  this  was  a  temple 
to  Bacchus,  the  deity  of  the  place,  as  I  found  it  to  be  by  an  imperfccl  Greek  infcription 
at  it ;  this  temple  wtk  on  oblong  fquare,  built  of  very  large  ftones  of  grey  marble ; 
fume  of  the  fine  Ionic  capitals  remain,  and  moft  beautiful  ])ieces  of  entablature,  richly 
adorned  with  fculpture  in  the  highefi;  tafte.  To  the  fouth-eaft  of  this  temple  there 
are  two  arched  rooms  on  a  hanging  ground,  which  might  ferve  for  refervoirs  of  water  ; 
the  walls  which  fupport  the  ground  are  built  with  arches.  Further  on  to  the  eaft,  and 
near  the  theatre,  there  is  an  oblong  fquare  cnclofure,  which  appears  to  have  had 
turrets  round  it.  At  firft  I  thought  it  might  have  been  a  public  place,  or  a  citadel, 
and  feeing  at  one  comer  fome  feats  made  in  the  theatrical  manner  like  fteps,  which 
feemed  to  be  part  of  a  fmall  circle,  I  imagined  it  might  be  an  odeum,  or  fome  other 
place  for  a  fmall  auditory  ;  but  obferving  that  all  round  within  the  thick  wall  there 
were  great  ruins  for  the  breadth  of  thirty  feet,  like  thofe  of  a  theatre,  I  concluded  that 
the  whole  muft  have  been  defigned  for  fome  public  fhews :  towards  one  corner  there 
arc^  foundations  of  an  oblong .  fquare  building,  which  probably  was  erected  after  the 
antient  building  was  deftroyed.     The  towers  might  ferve  for  afcents  from  without,  and 

*  The  little  bay,  which  makes  the  port,  extends  to  the  norlh,  then  vrinds  round  to  the  fouth  and  eaft  ; 
and  the  land  loclis  in  fuch  a  manner  that  it  appears  like  a  bafin  ;  concerning  which  I  am  the  more  particular, 
btcsufe  this  muft  be  the  port  Chereidae,  mentioned  by  Strabo  as  north  of  Teius,  who  would  not  eafily 
be  underftood  in  this  pafTage,  by  one  who  has  not  feen  the  fituation  of  this  port  of  Teius,  which  has  the 
fea  to  the  fouth  and  fuuth-.;aft  ;  for  the  ruins  of  the  antient  Teius  extend  about  a  mile  eaftward  to  its  port, 
which  was  at  the  north-weft  corner  of  the  bay  that  made  the  Ifthmusj;  to  thenorth  of  which  bay  SevrihifTar 
is  lituated.  This  Ifthmus  of  the  great  promontory  feems  to  have  been  called  Chatcidis,  probably  from  tlie 
antient  inliabitants  of  it,  and  to  have  belonged  to  the  Erithraeanr,  Teians,  and  Clazomenians,  who  were 
tliftmguilhed  on  this  Ifthmus  by  the  name  of  Cl.alcidians.  I  traced  the  wall  of  Teos  from  its  port  along 
the  north-fide  of  it  up  two  fmall  eminences,  from  which  they  turned  to  the  fouth-weft,  and  were  carried 
along  on  the  top  of  another  little  hill,  which  is  to  the  north  of  the  theatre,  where  I  had  reafon  to  think 
there  had  been  a  gate  of  the  city,  as  it  is  the  great  road  to  the  north  and  weft  from  that  part :  the  wall 
was  built  down  to  the  valley,  and  I  fuppofe  was  carried  acrofs  the  hill  to  the  fouth-weft,  as  far  as  the 
other  fide,  to  the  bay  without  the  port  of  Segigieck  ;  fo  that  Teos  had  the  fea  to  the  fouth  and  fouth-weft  ; 
though  the  principal  part  of  the  city  feems  to  have  been  in  the  vale,  extending  to  the  fea  between  that 
hil.  and  thofe  fmdl  hills,  which  are  mentioned  to  the  north,  ou  wliich  the  city  wall  was  built. 

there 
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there  might  be  femicircular  tiers  of  feats  in  them,  as  I  obferved  in  fome  ;  on  the 
outfide  of  the  north-eaft  corner  of  this  enclofurc  there  are  feveral  pieces  of  marble 
fluted  pillars,  and  beautiful  entablatures,  fome  of  which  were  unfinilhed,  but  I  could 
fee  they  were  of  the  Corinthian  order ;  it  is  probable  that  they  worked  the  ftones  here 
for  the  building,  which  I  could  perceive  had  been  cafed  v/kh  marble,  and  I  faw  like- 
wife  a  pediment  of  an  entrance  to  the  building  ;  but  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  all 
the  flones  of  the  fabric  have  been  carried  away,  as  it  is  fo  near  the  fea  ;  t!ie  fhape  of  this 
building  is  not  fo  proper  for  a  circus,  and  having  feen  juft  fuch  another  at  Ephefus, 
to  which  there  feemed  to  have  been  a  canal  from  the  lake  near  the  temple  of  Diana, 
made  me  conclude  that  both  the  one  and  the  other  might  be  a  naumachium  ;  there 
being  a  river  near  this  of  Teos,  which  on  occafion  might  be  turned  into  it. 

The  port  of  Teos  was  on  the  wefi  fide  of  the  bay,  and  defended  from  the  fouth 
wind  by  a  mole  extending  about  a  furlorg  to  the  eaft,  and  was  near  thirty  paces  broad; 
there  are  remains  of  the  flone  work  about  it,  and  it  feems  to  have  been  made  by  hol- 
lowing out  a  bafm  within  it,  which  is  now  choaked  up  ;  but  as  there  is  a  fmall  rivulet 
which  runs  into  it,  by  the  help  of  floodgates,  it  might  have  been  made  a  very  advan- 
tageous fituation  for  (hipping.  About  a  mile  to  the  north  of  Teos  there  is  a  high  rocky 
mount ;  and  on  the  well  fide  of  it  a  finall  lake  in  a  deep  bafin,  which,  as  the  people 
imagine,  feeds  all  the  fountains  about  the  country  ;  to  the  fouth  of  this  there  is  a  hollow 
ground,  where  there  are  near  twenty  large  pieces  of  grey  marble,  each  of  which  is  cut 
out  into  feveral  fteps ;  they  are  of  fuch  a  nze  that  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  move 
them  ;  it  feems  as  if  other  pieces  had  been  cut  off  from  them,  and  yet,  that  part  of 
them  at  leaft,  was  dcfigned  for  fome  building,  for  on  one  of  them  I  faw  thefe  letters 
Loco  nil,  as  if  it"  were  to  fhew  the  part  of  the  building  they  were  defigned  for.  Teos 
is  placed  by  the  Tables  twelve  miles  from  Snnrna,  which  feems  to  be  a  miftake 
for  twenty-two,  for  it  is  computed  to  be  nine  hours  from  that  city  ;  and  Ptolemy  places 
it  fixteen  minutes  both  ta  the  fouth  and  weft  of  it,  though  both  thefe  diflances  feeni 
to  be  ratlier  too  lilth*.  This  place  is  famous  for  the  birth  of  the  lyric  poet  Anacreon  ; 
there  are  alfb  about  this  place  feveral  infcriptions,  which  contain  the  alliances  of  the 
Teians. 

I  was  recommended  to  a  pcrfon  of  Vourla,  who  received  me  in  his  houfe,  fhewed 
me  every  thing  in  that  neighbourhood,  and  went  with  me  on  the  fourth  to  Sevrihiflar, 
where  we  could  not  meet  with  any  accommodations,  and  fo  we  came  on  to  Segigieck, 
and  I  lay  every  night  on  board  a  Dutch  fliip,  being  recomniended  to  the  captain  of  it,, 
for  there  was  no  corvcnient  place  in  the  town  for  llrangcrs.  I  went  out  every  day  to 
fee  ih''  ;aitiquitit\s  of  'l  e  s  and  the  neighbouring  places.  There  were  many  remarkable 
places  in  this  country,  to  which  I  could  not  go  with  fafety.  Myonnefus  was  to  the  eafl  of 
Teos,  fituated  on  a  b'ight  on  a  peninfub.  Lebedus  was  fifteen  miles  to  the  eafl  of 
Teos,  which  feems  to  have  been  on  a  fmall  bay  within  the  great  one  ;  the  two  bays 
are  divided  by  the  ifland  Afpis  or  Arconefus,  which  I  take  to  be  the  long  ifLmd  about 
the  middle  of  this  bay,  which  (Iretches  to  the  fouth-wefl,  and  is  now  called  Carabafh 
[The  black  Safh]  from  fome  imaginary  rcfemMnnce ;  fome  feditious  people  of  Teos 
having  lied  to  Kpuefus,  were  lent  by  Attalus  to  Myonnefus,  and  began  to  fortify  that 
place  in  oppofition  to  the  Teians  ;  but  on  their  applying  to  the  Romans,  they  were 
recciv  d  at  Lebedus,  which  was  then  very  thinly  inhabited.  Fifteen  miles  further  to 
the  eafl  was  Colophon,  which  probably  was  on  the  fmall  bay,  which  is  to  the  north-wefl 
of  the  bay  of  Ephefus,  for  it  was  but  feven  miles  and  a  half  in  a  diredl  line  from  that 
city,  that  is,  prubably  from  its  port  at  the  mouth  of  the  Cayfler,  but  it  was  fifteen 
miles  if  they  failed  round  by  the  bay.  This  Ls  one  of  the  places  which  contended  for 
7  the. 


g.^  DOCTOR    POCOCKe''s   TRAVELS 

the  birth  of  Homer.  To  the  well  of  it  was  mount  Coracius ;  and  a  little  further  weft 
was  the  ifland  of  Diana,  which  might  be  a  fmall  ifland  near  the  fhore,  towards  the  north- 
eafl:  corner  of  the  great  bay  which  is  to  the  wed  of  the  fuppofed  Colophon  ;  concerning 
which  ifland  Strabo  relates  an  extraordinary  fupcrftition. 

Chap.  III.  —  OfScala  Nuova,  and  Ephefus. 

1  EMBARKED  on  the  ninth  at  Segigieck  on  board  an  open  boat  for  Scala  Nuova, 
and  arrived  tiierc  in  the  evening.  This  town  is  fituated  on  the  fide  of  a  rifing  ground 
over  the  bay  of  Ephefus,  at  the  diflance  of  three  leagues  weft-fouth-welt  of  Ephofus  ; 
it  ftands  on  the  north  fide  of  a  head  of  land  that  ftretches  to  the  weft.  The  port  is 
defended  againll  wefterly  winds  by  a  fmall  ifland,  which  has  a  to  .ver  on  it,  but  it  is 
fomewhat  expofed  to  the  northerly  wind.  The  town  or  caftlc,  as  it  may  be  called,  is 
about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  in  circumference.  To  the  north  of  it  there  is  a  large 
fuburb,  in  which  are  fome  of  the  principal  bazars  or  fhops  ;  the  Chriftians  live  on  the 
fide  of  a  high  hill  to  the  weft  ;  they  have  about  two  hundred  houfes  ;  there  is  one 
church  in  the  town,  and  another  in  a  ruinous  condition  on  the  top  of  the  hill,  which 
is  called  Hiint  Elias.  The  archbifliop  of  Ephefus,  to  whom  I  was  recommended,  lives 
at  the  church  in  the  town ;  he  told  me  there  wore  formerly  thirty-two  biftiops  in  his 
province,  but  at  prefent  he  has  not  one  diocefan  under  him.  The  caftle  here  belongs 
to  the  high  admiral,  who  puts  in  a  governor.  The  town  is  under  an  aga,  fubjeft  to 
the  paflia  of  Guzelhiffar.  Tliis  place  is  a  mart  that  fupplies  all  the  neighbouring 
countries,  and  Samos,  with  rice,  coffee,  flax  and  hemp,  imported  from  iEgypt,  coarfe 
woollen  cloth  from  Salonica,  cotton  and  callicoes  from  Smyrna,  and  many  other  things 
from  other  parts  ;  and  they  export  corn  to  Samos,  and  the  neighbouring  iflands.  They 
have  vineyards  in  great  abundance  about  the  town,  but  the  wine  is  not  very  good, 
though  Ephefus  was  formerly  famous  for  wine  ;  but  they  dry  a  great  quantity  of  raifins, 
which  they  export  to  ^gypt.  It  was  late  in  the  evening  when  we  landed  at  Scala 
Nuova,  and  three  of  the  janizaries  went  with  me  to  the  houfe  of  the  archbifliop  of 
Kphcfus  ;  they  ftand  fo  much  in  awe  of  the  foldiers,  that  my  conductors  were  firft 
had  in  to  the  archbifliop  and  entertained  by  him,  and  in  the  mean  time  I  was  ferved 
with  a  collation  in  another  room.  When  the  janizaries  were  gone  I  was  introduced  to 
him ;  he  was  a  venerable  old  man,  and  dreflTed  like  the  Greek'  priefts,  except  that  he 
had  on  a  red  mohair  fcarf.  The  next  day  I  took  lodgings  in  the  kane ;  and  by  the 
help  of  fome  other  perfons  to  whom  I  was  recommended,  I  procured  a  proper  Turk  to 
go  with  me  to  Ephefus. 

We  arrived  at  the  village  of  Aiafolouk,  to  the  north-eaft  of  the  ancient  city  of 
Ephefus,  where  1  lodged  in  a  kane,  which  ferved  alfo  for  a  ftable,  there  being  fophas 
and  chimneys  all  round  for  the  convenience  of  travellers.  The  Turk  that  condudled 
me  made  me  fenfible  that  it  was  neceflary  to  make  prefems  of  coffee  to  two  of  the 
governors  in  the  caftle ;  and  I  fpent  three  or  four  days  in  this  place,  viewing  the  an- 
tiquities, not  without  being  molefted  at  night  with  large  caravans  that  were  going  from 
Smyrna  to  Guzclhiflar.  The  prophefy  in  the  Revelation,  that  the  candleftick  ftiould  be 
taken  from  tliis  place  is  fo  literally  fulfilled,  that  there  is  not  fo  much  as  one  Chriftian 
within  two  leagues  of  the  place. 

There  is  a  plain  towards  the  fea  about  a  league  broad,  extending  to  the  north-eaft 
corner  of  the  bay,  where  the  great  promontory  begins,  which  extends  weftward  to  Scio. 
At  a  litJle  diftance  from  the  fea  this  plain  widens  in  a  circular  form,  and  there  is  a 
narrow  vale  to  the  fouth,  wliich  extends  about  half  a  league  in  between  the  mountains  j 

and 
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and  at  the  north-eaft  corner  of  the  great  plain  is  the  entrance  to  that  narrow  vale 
between  the  hills  through  which  the  Cayfter  runs.  This  river  makes  a  great  number 
of  windings  as  it  paiFes  through  the  plain,  and  particularly  towards  the  fouth-ueil  part 
of  it,  where  it  winds  fo  much  like  the  Masander,  that  the  Turks  call  it,  the  httle  Mandras. 
Whether  the  mouth  of  the  river  is  any  way  obftrudted,  as  it  feems  to  liave  been  in 
Strabo'-s  time,  or  that  the  lakes  have  not  a  proper  vent,  efpecially  that  which  is  near  the 
temple  of  Diana,  or  that  the  fofles  are  filled  up,  by  which  the  waters  were  drained  off, 
whatever  is  the  reafon  of  it,  a  great  part  of  the  plain,  efpecially  to  the  Ibuth  of  the 
river,  is  a  morafs,  and  hardly  paltable  after  great  niins.  On  the  weft  fide  of  the  plain 
I  faw  thofe  lakes  mentioned  by  the  antients,  one  of  which  was  called  Selenufia,  that 
belonged  to  the  temple  of  Diana,  but  was  taken  from  it  by  the  kings,  I  fuppofe,  of 
Pergamus,  and  reftored  again  by  the  Romans.  Thefe  i;ikes  brought  in  a  great  revenue, 
doubtlefs  by  the  fifti  they  produced  ;  at  one  of  them  was  the  temple  of  the  king,  faid 
to  be  the  work  of  Agamemnon,  and  I  obferved  a  high  ground  to  the  north  of  the 
river,  towards  the  lakes,  which  feemed  to  have  had  fome  building  on  it,  that  poflibly 
might  be  this  temple.  To  the  north-well  of  the  lakes  mount  Galefius  ftretches  away 
to  Colophon  ;  where  the  plain  begins  to  widen  into  a  circular  form,  there  is  a  hill  en 
each  fide  ;  that  to  the  north  of  the  Cayfter,  I  take  to  be  the  hill  through  which,  ac- 
cording to  Dr.  Smith's  account,  there  is  an  extraordinary  way  cut  in  the  rock*;  that 
to  the  fouth  is  near  the  high  mountains  which  encompafs  the  plain.  The  whole  com- 
pafs  of  the  walls  which  I  traced,  are  about  four  miles,  they  are  built  in  a  ruftic  manner, 
are  cafed  with  hewn  ftone,  and  defended  by  fquare  towers  ;  in  fome  parts  the  walls 
remain  almoft  entire ;  in  others  one  fees  the  foundations  only,  which  are  ten 
feet  thick. 

Before  Ephefus  was  fo  large  a  city.  It  had  changed  its  fite  more  than  once.     The 
Leleges  and  Carians  firft  built  a  city  here,  probably  on  mount  Lepre ;    thefe  being 
almoft  difpoffelTed  by  Androclus,  he  with  his  people  fettled  at  the  fouth-eaft  foot  of 
inount  Lepre,  about  the  place  where,  I   fuppofe  the  Gymnafium  was  afterwards  built, 
and  alfo  on  the  fide  of  mount  Coriflus.     The  part    behind  mount  Lepre  was  called 
Opiftholepria,  and  the  quarter  between  the  hills  was  that  which  was  inhabited  by  the 
Smyrna:ans,  and  was  called  in  diftinclion  from  other  parts,  the  city  of  Smyrna.     The 
Smyrnzeans  feparating  themfelves  from  the  Ephefians,  fettled  where  Smyrna  now  if. 
In  the  time  of  Cra-fus,  the  Ephefians  left  this  higher   fituation,  and  came  down  to  the 
plain,  about  the  temple  of  Diana.     Lyfimachus,  one  of  the  generals  of  Alexander  the 
great,  built  the  prefent  walls,  called  the  city  Arfinoe  from  his  wife,  and  was  obliged  to 
make  ufe   of  a  ilratagem  to  bring  the   citizens  back  to  the  more  advantageous  high 
fituation,  by  ftopping  privately  the  public  (hores,  and  fo   in  a  manner  overflowing  the 
low  ground  ;  and  by  the  ruins  one  may  fee  that  the  lower  parts  ot  the  hill  were  inha- 
bited every  way,  and  likewife   much  of  the  weft  part  of  mount  Lepre  ;  there  feems  alfo 
to  have  been  a  fuburb  on  the  fouth  fide  of  Lepre,  and  near  a  mile  from  the  fouth-cafl; 
corner  of  it,  to  that  hill,  about'which  the  prefent  village  of  Aiafalouk  is  fituatcdj  on  the 
hill  there  is  a  Turkifh  caftle  ;  round  the  top  of  the  hill  there  are  great  ruins  of  thick 
walls  built  of  brick,  with  many  fmall  arches,  wliich  fcera  to  be  of  the  time  of  the 
Greek  emperors,  though  it  might  have  been  ijihabitcd  before  as  a  fuburb  of  I'.phclus. 

To  the  eaft  of  mount  Lepre  they  had  their  burial  places.  I  faw  there  a  very  large  marble 
coffin,  with  an  imperfed  infcription  on  it,  and  I  had  reafon  to  think  that  they  had  alfo 
grots  rut  into  the  rock  for  ^'.jpofiting  their  bodii-s  ;  there  are  feveral  arches  all  round  the 
hill,  on  which  it  is  probable  they  built  their  houfcs,  and  on  fome  of  them  are  ruins  of 
an  aqu<'dud,  for  I  faw  the  channel  in  which  the  water  ran  ;  it  is  probable  that  this 
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part  alfo  was  enclofed  with  a  wall  that  might  extend  to  the  cayftcr ;  and  on  the  low 
ground  between  the  hill  and  the  village  of  Aiafalouk,  there  are  remains  of  many  fquare 
pillars,  made  of  fingle  ftoncs  laid  one  on  another,  on  which  it  is  probable  thoy  turned 
arches,  and  built  their  houfcs  on  them.  I  fuppofe  the  ruin,  at  the  fouth-eafl  corner  of 
the  hill,  was  the  Gymnafuim,  which  feems  to  have  been  in  that  place,  where  formerly 
there  was  a  building,  probably  of  the  fame  nature,  called  the  Alhcn;uum ;  there  are 
great  and  magniliccnt  remains  of  it ;  the  fpot  near  this  was  called  the  Hypzelcum,  pro- 
bably becaufe  there  was  feme  plantation  of  olives  there  ;  it  is  a  very  folid  fabric  ;  the 
outer  walls  are  of  brick  and  ftone,  there  being  four  or  five  tiers  of  each  alternately  ;  the 
iimc-r  walls  are  built  of  large  ftone,  on  which  the  arches  of  brick  were  turned.  A 
gallery  or  ponico  ranged  all  round  ;  that  to  the  fouth,  had  on  each  fide  large  arched 
niches  which  in  the  outer  wall  were  continued  all  round,  and  there  is  within  a  colonnade 
on  each  fide.  From  the  front  of  this  building  there  is  an  entrance  to  a  {lately  room, 
which  leads  to  another,  and  that  to  a  third,  on  each  fideof  which  there  was  another 
apartment.  All  this  was  doubtlefs  cafed  with  marble,  as  the  temple  of  Diana,  and  fome 
other  buildings  of  Ephefus,  appear  to  have  been.  At  the  fouth-eafl  corner  of  this 
building  a  wall  extends  a  little  way  to  the  fouth,  with  an  entrance  through  it,  which 
made  me  tliink  that  the  wall  fuppofcd  to  have  been  built  at  the  eafl  foot  of  mount 
Lepre  joined  on  here,  and  that  it  was  continued  on  to  mount  CorifTus ;  for  I  faw  fome 
ruins  that  way  of  a  wall,  and  alfo  heaps  of  ruins  like  towers.  There  are  alfo  remains  of 
a  (lone  wall,  at  fome  dillance  to  the  ibuth,  which  probably  enclofed  a  court  before  the 
Gymnafium. 

On  the  fides  of  mount  Lepre  and  Coriflus,  as  well  as  in  the  valley  betwee'n  them, 
there  are  Hill  great  ruins  to  be  feen  of  the  antient  city,  where,  I  fuppofe,  that  part  of 
the  city,  antiently  called  Smyrna,  flood  ;  and  continuing  on  to  the  well,  the  fouth  part 
of  mount  Lepre  is  hollowed  in  by  cutting  away  the  rock,  and  before  this  are  remains 
of  the  front  of  a  theatre,  which  I  fhould  conjetlure  to  be  the  new  theatre,  as  it  nuiil 
have  been  built  after  tiie  great  theatre,  which  is  hear  the  temple  of  Diana,  becaufe  by 
the  remains  of  it,  it  appears  to  have  been  built  in  a  very  elegant  tafte  ;  three  arrhes  of 
hewn  flone  remain  entire,  within  which  are  built  niches  with  a  fliell  at  top,  and  over 
each  there  is  an  oblong  fquare  window.  When  Antony  extended  the  privilege  of  the 
afylum  of  the  temple  of  Diana,  as  far  as  two  bow  (hot,  which  is  fomething  more  than 
two  fladia,  and  thereby  took  in  part  of  the  city,  and  probably  the  great  theatre,  the 
citizens  might  at  that  time  build  this  theatre,  in  order  to  avoid  being  molefled  with  the 
company  ot  thofe  who  took  refuge  there.  A  few  paces  further  to  the  wefl,  there  are  re- 
mains of  a  femicircular  building,  which  feems  to  have  had  feats  in  it,  made  like  ileps,  as 
in  theatres,  and  is  built  in  a  rullic  manner  with  pilailers  on  the  outfide  at  equal  diftances. 
This  might  poffibly  ferve  for  an  odeum  or  theatre  for  mufic.  A  little  further  on  there 
are  great  ruins  as  of  a  ftrong  gateway,  and  of  walls  extending  from  it  on  each  fide  up 
the  hills,  which  probably  was  built  to  defend  the  city  againfl  the  people  of  tlie  aiylum, 
when  their  privileges  extended  fo  far.  Beyond  this,  at  the  foot  of  mount  Lepre,  there 
are  very  imperfect  remains  of  a  ftrong  brick  building  ;  a  little  further  is  the  fouth-weft 
corner  of  the  hill,  and  to  the  weft  of  it  is  the  plain,  in  which  are  the  ruins  of  the  temple 
of  Diana,  and  feveral  other  public  buildings  ;  the  theatre  is  near  oppofite  to  it,  at  the 
foudi-well  corner  of  the  hill,  the  Circus  being  near  the  north-weft  corner.  When  all 
thefe  buildings  were  ftanding,  they  muft  have  made  a  muft  glorious  appearance  ;  for 
few  cities  have  had  the  advantages  of  Ephefus  for  building  ;  mount  Lepre  and  Conffus 
being  rocks  of  ftone  and  marble ;  fo  that  they  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  dig  out  the 
marble,  and  roll  it  down  to  the  places  where  they  defigned  to  build.     The  lake  to  the 
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well  of  the  temple  of  Diana,  was  probably  a  fort  of  port,  into  which  they  could  bring 
all  thofe  fine  marbles,  that  were  the  produce  of  foreign  countries,  clofe  to  the  very  fpot 
they  built  on  ;  which  made  this  quarter  fo  proper  for  their  public  buildings  ;  and  being 
full  of  them,  the  city  did  not  fuffer  much  in  permitting  it  to  be  an  afylum.     The  plain, 
which  is  to  the  weft  of  mount  Lepre,  is  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  broad  from  eaft  to 
weft,  and  half  a  mile  long ;  at  the  north-eaft  corner  of  it  there  is  a  fmall  rocky  hill, 
betweeri  which  and   the  Circus,  there  was  a  road  or  flreet  paved  with  large  flones, 
many  of  which  are  eight  feet  long  and  four  wide ;    to  the  eaft  of  this  road  was  the 
Circus  ;  and  north  of  it  another  large  building ;  on  the  north  fide  it  is  built  on  a  gallery, 
the  feats  on  the  fouth,  being  built  up  the  fide  of  mount  Lepre;  there  are  arches  to  the 
north,  in  order  tofupport  the  lower  feats,  thefe  make  fo  many  apartments;  above  them 
there  were  three  more  tiers  of  arches,  on  which  the  feats  were  built.     I  could  not  find 
out  any  ftaircafes,  and  I  rather  think  that  they  defcended  to  the  feats  from  the  hill  on 
the  fouth-fide,  and  went  round  on  the  gallery  at  top,  or  afcended  by  the  feats  from  the 
bottom.     The  outfide  wall  was  of  large  rufticated  hewn  ftone,  and,  what  is  very  par- 
ticular, towards  the  end  of  the  Circus,  there  is  a  wall  built  with  a  large  entrance  in  the 
middle,   which  with  the   end  of  the  Circus  makes  a  circle,  and  from  it  to  the  weft 
other  walls  are  built,  which  taking  in  the  wide  entrance  in  the  middle  is  near  a  femi- 
circle.     Whether  or  no  thefe  were  carceres  from  which  the  courfers  ftarted,  or  whether 
it  has  been  erefted  fince  it  was  ufed  as  a  Circus,  I  will  not  pretend  to  determine ;  the 
wall  is  not  built  in  the  beft  manner.     The  end  of  the  hill,  to  the  weft  of  the  Circus,  and 
of  the  road,  appears  plainly  to  have  ferved  for  the  fpcdators,  and  to  have  had  feats  on 
it ;  and  on  the  top  of  it  there  is  a  fine  Ionic  entablature,  w  hich  made  me  conclude,  that 
the  ornamental  parts  of  the  Circus  were  of  that  order.     Round  the  top  of  the  Circus, 
there  are  arched  windows  or  entrances  about  forty  feet  apart,  and  three  feet  wide, 
which  might  ferve  for  the  people  to  enter  from  the  fide  of  the  hill,  and  alfo  to  give 
air,  if  they  covered  the  place  when  they  exhibited  their  fports.     To  the  fouth-weft  of 
the  Circus  there  is  a  well  turned  arch,  which  feems  to  have  been  an  entrance  to  fome 
building  ;  round  at  the  fpring  of  the  arch,  and  in  the  two  fronts,  it  is  adorned  with  the 
cornice  ot  the  Ionic  order,  vhich  were  probably  taken  from  the  Circus,  as  well  as  the 
white  marble,  with  which  the  arch  is  built.     It  appears  that  fome  narrow  buildings 
had  been  carried  on  to  the  eaft  of  it ;  but  whether  for  a  church,  or  for  what  other  ufe 
I  could   not  conjedure.     On  the  ftoncs  of  this  arch  are  feveral  pieces  of  infcriptions, 
which,  as  they  are  put  together  without  any  order,  have  puzzled  the  learned  to  explain 
them,  on  a  fuppofition,  that  the  letters  originally  followed  one  another  in  the  order,  in 
which  they  are  feen  in  this  place.     There  is  aUb  a  relief  of  a  perfon  on  horfeback,  with 
his  garment  flowing  behind  ;  before  the  horfe  there  is  a  cyprefs  tree ;  a  ferpent  is  re- 
preicnted  twining  round  it,  which  with  its  head  makes  at  the  horfeman  ;  and  a  dog  at 
the  tree,  is  in  a  polture  as  leaping  towards  ilie  ferpent.     To  the  north  of  the  Circus 
there  are  remains  of  a  very   large  and  magnificent  building,  with   a  road  or  ftreet 
between  it,  and  the  Circus ;  the  ground  is  raifed  on  each  fide  of  the  road,  as  if  there 
had  been  I'  ps  there,  or   fome  other  buildings,  the  ruins  cf  which  have  niifed  the 
ground,  d'pecially  on  the  fide  of  the  Circus,  and  1  faw  fcverid  pedeftals  on  each  fide 
cf  the  road.     The  great  builduig  mentioned  to  the  north  of  the  Circus  was  raifed  on 
high  arclied  rooms,  which  open  to  the  north,  where,  1  fuppofe,  the  city  wall  run  ;  to 
the  north  of  it  the  ground  is  very  low,  and  poffibly  a  canal  might  he  cut  from  the 
river  to  this  place,  and  they  might  land  their  goods  before  thefe  arched  places,  which 
might  ferve  for  w;u-choufes  ;  and  the  magnificent  building  above  might  be  a  forum  for 
the  merchants  of  this  city,  which  was  the  greatell  mart  on  this  lide  mount  Taurus  ; 
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this  building  fcems  to  have  confiftcd  oflargc  pillars  of  hewn  ftonc,  on  which  arches  of 
brick,  might  be  turned  ;  in  tlie  middle  the  architefture  is  different,  where  it  is  probable 
there  was  a  flatuc  ;  there  appeared  to  have  been  a  wall  on  the  north  fide  of  this  build- 
ing, probably  to  fecureit  from  the  cold  wind.  Beyond  this  to  the  eafl:  there  is  a  high 
ground,  which  extends  near  as  far  as  the  Circus  ;  this  ground  was  fupported  by  the 
citv  wall,  which  went  near  the  end  of  the  Circus  ;  and  one  of  the  city  gates  was,  with- 
out doubt,  between  this  high  ground  and  the  Circus.  Going  to  the  fouth,  along  the 
plain,  I  obferved  a  large  bafon  fifteen  feet  diameter ;  it  is  of  one  ftone  of  red  and  white 
marble,  and  is  fhaped  within  in  a  particular  manner,  and,  as  I  remember,  is  fomething 
like  that  of  St.  Victor  at  Marfeilles,  and  doubtlefs  was  ufed  for  facrifices,  though  they 
have  a  tradition  that  St.  John  baptized  in  it.  This  vafe  lies  on  the  ground,  which  has 
grown  up  round  it,  though  doubtlefs  it  was  fomewhat  raifed  ;  and  a  vafe  of  fuch  groat 
weight  muft  have  beon  placed  on  a  Itrong  foundation  to  fupport  it  ;  near  this  vale  thtre 
are  remains  of  a  fmall  femicircular  building  for  fome  large  ftatuc.  To  the  weft  of  this 
there  are  ruins  of  a  ftone  building,  which  I  concluded  was  a  church,  becaufe  the  eaft-end 
of  it  is  femicircular  ;  and  to  the  weft  of  it  there  is  a  brick  building  of  the  fame  kind,  with 
large  open  arches  on  each  fide  ;  probably  it  was  defigned  for  the  fame  ufe  as  the  other. 
Returning  to  the  large  bafon,  and  going  along  to  the  weft  of  mount  Lepre,  we  came 
to  the  remains  of  a  very  confiderable  building,  moftly  built  of  brick.  It  is  poilible 
this  might  be  fome  public  building  belonging  to  the  people  of  the  afylum,  it  may  be 
their  forum,  as  it  very  much  refembles  the  building  I  have  already  defcribed  near  the 
Circus.  Between  this  and  the  temple  ot  Diana  there  is  a  hollow  ground,  in  which 
there  is  fome  water ;  this  might  antiently  ferve  for  a  bafon.  Further  fouth,  is  the 
great  theatre  facing  to  the  weft,  and  hollowed  into  the  hill  ;  by  the  manner  in  which 
the  ground  lies,  one  may  fee  that  there  have  been  great  buildings  to  the  weft  of  the 
theatre,  and  to  the  fouth  of  them  there  is  a  fquare,  which  is  funk  down,  and  has  a 
hanging  ground  all  round  within,  as  if  there  had  been  feats,  which  gave  me  reafon  to 
conjecture  that  it  might  have  been  a  naumachium,  and  particularly,  as  I  obferved  to  the 
welt  a  hollow  ground,  like  the  bed  of  a  canal,  extending  towards  the  lake  near  the 
temple  of  Diana,  by  which  the  water  might  be  let  into  the  bafon.  There  feems  to 
have  been  a  colonnade  round  at  the  top  of  the  feats,  and  I  faw  feveral  rough  pedeftals,  and 
pillars  of  grey  granite  lying  about  the  place,  and  a  broken  capital,  which  was  either  of  the 
Corinthian  or  Compofite  order  ;  near  it,  on  the  foot  of  mount  Coriffus,  there  is  a  fmall 
heap  of  ruins,  in  which  there  are  fome  of  the  fineft  pieces  of  architefture  I  ever  faw;  the 
columns  are  fluted,  and  meafurcd  thirty  feet  in  length  ;  the  entablature  is  cut  in  very 
large  pieces  of  marble,  and  adorned  with  carvings,  which  ftiew  it  was  of  the  Corin- 
thian order.  By  thebeft  judgment  I  could  make  there  were  only  four  columns,  which 
probably  fupported  a  pavilion,  under  which  fome  coloffal  ftatue  (perhaps  that  of  Diana 
ot  I'.phclus)  might  be  placed,  and  as  it  was  probably  at  the  end  of  the  ftreets,  and  com- 
manded all  thefe  buildings,  it  was  a  very  advantageous  fituation ;  and  I  obferved  in  a 
Ime  from  the  road  or  ftreet,  at  the  end  of  the  Circus,  fome  columns  of  grey  granite 
fiandmg,  as  if  they  had  formed  a  colonnade  on  each  fide  of  a  ftreet,  which  pafled  to  the 
ea(t  of  the  ftone  bafon  of  the  great  building  near  the  theatre,  and  of  the  naumachium, 
and  crofted  the  ftreet  that  went  under  the  pavilion,  and  continued  along  eaftward  to 
the  hills.  ^ 

1  he  temple  of  Diana  Ls  fituated  towards  the  fouth-weft  comer  of  the  plain,  having  a 
■nr  k"  -I^^  ^^'"'^^  ^"^^  °^  ^^'  "°^^  become  a  morafs,  extending  weftward  to  the  Cayfter, 
1  his  building,  and  the  courts  about  it  were  encompaffed  every  way  with  a  ftrong  wall ; 
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that  to  the  we.1  on  the  lake,  and  to  the  north  was  Ukewife  the  wall  of  the  city  ;  there 
ir>  a  double  wall  to  the  fouth,  and  within  thcie  walls  were  fo'jr  courts,  that  is,  one  on 
every  fide  of  the  temple,  and  on  each  fide  of  the  court  to  the  weft,  there  was  a  larqe 
open  portico  or  colonnade,  extendinj^  to  the  lake,  on  which  arches  of  brick  were  turned 
for  a  covering,     'i'he  front  of  the  temple  was  to   the  ealt.     The  temple  was  built  on 
arches,  to  which  there  is  a  defcent ;  I  went  a  great  way  in,  till  I  was  either  flopped  by 
earth  fallen  down,  or  by  the  water  ;   they  confift  of  feveral  narrow  arches  one  withiii 
another  ;  it  is  probable  they  extended  to  tlic  porticos  on  each  fide  of  the  weftern  court 
and  fervcd  for  foundations  to  tiioie   pillars.      This  being  a  morafly    ground,    made 
the    cxponce   of  fuch   a  foundation  fo  iieceiTary,  on  which,  it  is  laid,  as  much  was 
bellowed  as  on  the  fabrick  above  ground ;  it  is  probable  alfo  that  the  Ihores  of  the 
city  pafied  this  way  into  the  lake.     I  faw  a  great  number  of  pipes  made  of  earthen  ware 
in  thcfe  paffages  ;  but  it  may  be  queftioned  v/hether  they  were  to  convey  the  fihh  of  the 
city  under  thefe  pallages,  or  the  water  from  the  lake  to  the  bafin,  which  was  to  the 
eait  of  the  temple,  or  to  any  other  part  of  the  city.     In  the  front  of  the  temple  there 
feems  to  have  been  a  grand  portico  ;  before  this  part  there  lay  three  pieces  of  red  granite 
pillars,  each  being  about  fifteen  feet  long,  and   one  of  grey,  broken  into  two  pieces  ; 
they  were  all  three  feet  and  a  half  in  diameter  ;    there  are  four  pillars  of  the  former 
fort  in  the  mofque  of  Saint  John,  at  the  village  of  Aiafalouk  ;  1  finv  alfo  a  fine   entab- 
lature ;  and  on  one  of  the  columns  in  the  mofque  there  is  a  moit  beautiful  conipolite 
capital,  which,  without  doubt,  belonged  to  it.     There  are  great  remains  of  the  pilhrs 
of  the  temple,  which  were  built  of  large  hewn  ftone,  and  probably  cafed  with  marble; 
but  from  what  1  faw  of  one  part,  I  had  reafon  to  conclude  that  arches  of  brick  were 
turned  on  them,  and  that  the  whole  temple,  as  well  as  thefe  pillars,  was  incrufted  with, 
rich  marbles ;  on  the  ftone  work  of  the  middle  grand  apartment  there  are  a  great 
number  of  fmall  holes,  as  if  defigned  in  order  to  fix  the  marble  cafing.     It  is  probable 
that  the  ftatue  of  the  great  goddefs  Diana  of  the  F.phefians  was  either  in  the  p-rand 
middle  compartment,  or  oppofite  to  it. 

To  the  north  of  the  forum  I  faw  an  old  channel,  which  made  me  think  that  a  canal 
might  be  brought  from  the  Cayfter  to  that  part,  and  fo  along  by  the  city  walls  to  the 
lake,  by  which  means  they  could  always  command  the  water  for  their  boats  and 
fliipping,  if  this  really  was  the  port. 

The  prefent  village  of  Aiafalouk  appears  to  have  been  a  confidcrable  Mahometan 
town  from  the  great  number  of  mol'qucs  about  it,  which  are  moftly  built  with  cupolas. 
The  tradition  of  two  or  three  churches,  that  particularly  of  the  feven  lleepers  with  their 
grot  near  it,  fliew  that  old  Kphcfus  was  inhabited  before  the  Saracens  conquered  this 
country,  though  the  large  mofque  of  Saint  John  at  the  village  is  falfcly  faid  to  havt' 
been  a  church  ;  the  front  is  of  white  nwrble  polifhed,  and  it  is  a  llatcly  building 
covered  with  lead.  An  aquedutt  of  many  arches,  which  feems  to  have  been  built  in 
the  middle  ages,  goes  from  the  eaftern  hills  to  the  caitle  ;  there  are  feveral  infcriptions 
on  it ;  and  over  the  old  caftle-gate  there  are  two  very  fine  reliefs. 

All  the  way  from  l''.plul"us  to  Scala  Nuova  (which  is  fouth  fouth-wcft  of  it)  one 
fees-  on  the  fide  of  the  hills  to  the  eaft,  another  antient  aquedud  ;  it  confifts  of  a  very 
low  wall  on  which  the  channel  was  made  for  the  water ;  there  are  remains  likewife  of 
two  parts  of  the  aqueduft  acrofs  two  valleys ;  that  which  is  neareft  to  Ephcfus  is  the 
longcft  ;  it  is  in  a  fine  vale,  about  two  miles  from  the  city  walls  ;  the  arches,  which 
are  low,  extend  about  a  furlong  in  length  ;  as  they  are  ill  built  of  rough  ftone,  I  con- 
cluded that  the  old  aquedud  had  been  ruined,  and  that  this  might  be  a  building  of 

the 


f,62  DOCTOR    POCOCKE  S   TRAVELS 

the  niKldle  aqcs  ;  to  the  north  of  this  aqueduct  one  fees  fome  ruins,  and  particular!)' 
<in  an  ailvanccd  ground,  which  fuppofing  this  to  be  Pygela,  might  be  the  temple  of 
Diana  Munychia,  built  by  Agamemnon.  This  fituation  of  Pygela  agrees  bed  with  the 
order  of  Strabo's  account,  who  goes  from  that  place  to  the  port  of  Panormus  and  the 
temple  of  Diana,  and  then  to  Ephefus  ;  for  afterwards,  as  if  returning  towards  the 
fea  fliore,  he  mentions  Ortygia  as  near  the  fea,  where  there  was  a  fine  grove,  through 
which  the  rivulet  Cenchrius  nm ;  this  poflibly  might  be  to  the  weft  of  thofe  hills,  on 
which  the  fouth  wall  of  Ephefus  was  built,  between  which  and  another  hill  to  thefouth, 
there  is  a  fmallbedof  a  winter  torrent,  which  pafles  alfo  by  Pygela,  and  poflibly  might 
be  the  Cenchrius.  There  are  fcvcral  fables  of  this  place  in  relation  to  the  delivery 
of  Latona,  the  mother  of  Apollo  and  Diana,  and  of  the  nurfe  Ortygia,  who  gave 
occafion  to  the  name  of  it.  Mount  Solmifl"us,  which  was  over  the  grove,  I  fuppofe 
to  be  the  hill  to  the  fouth  of  it,  and  to  the  weft  of  the  road  ;  on  this,  they  fay,  the 
Curetse  ftood,  and  frightened  Juno  with  their  arms,  who  lay  in  wait  to  difturb 
Latona  at  the  time  of  her  delivery,  being  envious  of  her  happinefs,  in  bringing  forth 
two  fuch  children  as  Apollo  and  Diana  ;  a  ftory  that  would  be  well  worthy  of  the 
ridicule  of  fuch  a  pen  as  Lucian's.  Continuing  in  the  road  to  Scala  Nuova,  I  faw  the 
other  part  of  the  aquedud  on  the  fouth-weft  fide  of  the  fame  vale,  there  being  a  hill 
in  this  vale  between  thefe  two  parts  of  the  aquedudi: ;  I  could  fee  no  fign  of  arches 
in  it,  being  only  a  folid  wall,  with  a  channel  towards  the  bottom  of  it  arched  over  ; 
this  channel  is  four  feet  high,  and  two  wide ;  the  ground  here  is  rather  high ;  but 
whether  this  large  channel  is  a  part  of  the  other  aqueduft,  or  more  antient,  and  that 
another  channel  run  on  the  top  of  the  wall,  joining  to  the  other  parts  of  the  aqueduft, 
in  order  to  convey  the  water  to  the  higher  parts  of  the  city,  may  be  difficult  to  deter- 
mine ;  only,  I  obferved,  that  the  wall,  though  of  rough  ftone,  is  well  built,  and 
feemed  to  be  very  antient.  Crofling  over  a  hill,  we  came  to  another  vale  which  leads 
to  a  little  bay,  within  which  there  is  a  fmall  lake  :  to  the  fouth  of  this  bay  there  are  fome 
ruins  on  a  hill,  and  a  high  wall,  which  has  two  or  three  arches  in  it,  croffes  the  road  ; 
it  feems  to  have  been  an  aqueduft  to  convey  the  water  to  this  town  or  village,  from 
the  aqueduft  of  Ephefus,  which  runs  near  it  on  the  fide  of  the  hill.  This  place  is 
about  two  miles  from  Scala  Nuova,  thought  to  be  Neapolis,  which  probably  was 
fomewhere  near  it,  and  as  I  fuppofed,  might  be  on  the  fmall  peninfula  near  the  town  ; 
for  they  have  a  tradition  that  this  town  is  not  above  two  hundred  years  old,  and  it  is 
not  unlikely,  that  the  town  of  Aiafalouk  or  Ephefus  declined  on  the  trade  taking  a  turn 
this  way. 

About  fixteen  miles  to  the  fouth  of  Scala  Nuova  there  is  a  Chriftian  village  called 
Changlee,  to  which  I  did  not  go ;  it  is  fuppofed  to  be  the  antient  Panionium,  where 
the  meeting  of  the  twelve  cities  of  Ionia  was  held,  and  a  folemn  facrifice  performed 
to  Neptune  Heliconius,  in  which  the  people  of  Priene  prefided ;  it  was  at  the  foot  of 
mount  Mycale,  to  the  north  of  which  was  mount  Paftyes  in  the  Ephefian  territory. 
There  are  fome  ruins  at  an  uninhabited  place  called  Sapfo,  which  is  alfo  the  modern 
name  of  that  mountain  ;  this  is  fuppofed  to  be  Priene,  the  native  place  of  Bias,  one  of 
the  feven  wife  men.  The  country  at  the  foot  of  mount  Mycale,  which  was  neareft  to 
Samos,  belonged  to  that  ifland,  and  fo  did  the  city  Neapolis,  by  an  exchange  with  the 
fphefians  for  Marathcfium. 
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Chap.  VI.  —  0/  Cuzelhijfar,  the  antient  Magnefta,  on  the  Maander, 

AFTER  our  return  from  Ephefus  we  went  to  Samos  ;  I  flayed  there  fometime 
waiting  for  a  paflTport  from  Conflantinople,  and  returning  to  Scab  Nuova,  where  the 
plague  raged  at  that  time,  I  fet  out  on  the  thirteenth  of  February  for  Guzelhiflar ; 
which  is  twenty-four  miles  fouth-eaft  and  by  eaft  from  Scala  Nuova.  Having  travelled 
twelve  miles  we  came  to  the  eaft  fide  of  the  mountains,  which  extend  from  north  to 
fouth,  and  join  to  mount  Sapfon,  which  is  oppofite  to  Samos.  Thefe  mountains  mull 
be  the  antient  Paftyes,  mentioned  as  ftretching  from  the  territory  of  Ephefus  to  mount 
Mycale,  to  which  the  mountains  Mefogis  joined,  being  thofe  wliich  run  from  eaft  to 
weft  on  the  north  fide  of  the  Maeander,  as  mount  Latmus  does  on  the  fouth  of  it. 
We  lay  the  firfl;  night  in  a  coffee-houfe  at  Jermanfeik,  which  is  nine  hours  from  Scala 
Nuova.  Having  palled  the  mountains,  we  came  into  the  fine  plains  of  the  Maeander  ; 
this  river  rifes  in  Phrygia  at  the  mountains  of  the  Cseleni,  and  runs  into  the  fea  at 
Pricne.  The  fouthern  hills  come  very  near  it,  but  the  northern  mountains  in  many 
parts  are  at  the  diftance  of  two  or  three  leagues ;  at  firfl:  it  runs  in  Phrygia,  then 
divides  Lydia  from  Caria,  and  afterwards  is  the  boundary  between  Caria  and  Ionia ; 
it  is  well  known  that  the  many  extraordinary  turnings  of  this  river  has  given  the  name 
of  Maeander  to  all  fuch  fort  of  windings. 

Guzelhilfar  [The  Fair  Callle]  is  the  antient  Magnefia  on  the  Maeander,  which  Strabo 
defcribes  as  on  a  plain  Ipot  ',  as  mount  Thorax  ;  but  it  was  on  a  hill  level  at  the  top, 
about  three  miles  in  compals,  having  a  fleep  hanging  ground  all  round  ;  it  is  indeed 
very  plain  ground, except  that  on  the  eaft  fide  there  are  fome  eminences,  from  which  there 
is  a  very  fteep  precipice  down  to  the  deep  bed  of  a  ftream,  that  runs  to  the  eaft  of  the 
prefent  city,  which  is  at  the  fouth  foot  of  the  hill.  Magnefia  was  about  half  a  league 
from  the  Maeander,  and  is  defcribed  as  nearer  to  the  river  Lethaeus ;  which  probably 
is  a  large  ftream  about  two  miles  to  the  weft,  that  runs  between  the  mountains  Mefogis, 
and,  I  I'uppofc,  rifes  at  mount  Pactyes,  as  it  is  defcribed.  The  fituation  of  this  place 
is  very  delightful,  commanding  a  view  of  the  fine  plain  of  the  Mieander,  which  is 
broad  towards  the  weft  ;  the  view  extends  to  the  fea,  and  from  the  height  I  faw 
the  Agathonifi  iflands,  which  are  near  Patmos.  Mount  Thorax  is  to  the  north, 
which  is  covered  with  fnow ;  the  foot  of  that  hill  extends  to  the  city,  being  divided 
only  by  the  bed  of  a  torrent.  Adjoining  to  that  mountain  there  is  a  fituation  of  the 
fame  kind,  except  that  to  the  north  it  is  contiguous  to  the  hill,  and  is  not  altogether  lb 
ftrong  ;  what  adds  to  the  profpect  of  this  place,  is  a  moft  beautiful  enclofed  country 
to  the  fouth  and  weft,  and  the  lields  are  planted  with  fig  and  almond  trees ;  the 
modern  city  alio  adds  to  the  beauty  of  the  view,  which  being  large,  and  there  being 
courts  and  gardens  to  the  houfes,  improved  with  cyprefs  and  orange  trees,  and. 
fome  of  the  Itreets  alfo  planted  with  trees,  it  makes  it  appear  like  a  city  in  a  wood  ; 
and  round  it  there  are  a  great  number  of  gardens,  divided  into  fquares,  by  rows  of 
orange  trees  in  a  more  regular  manner  than  is  commonly  feen  in  thefe  parts.  This 
is  one  of  the  firft  of  thofe  cities  between  Ephefus  and  Antioch  on  the  Marauder,  which 
were  of  a  mixed  race,  and  not  properly  lonians,  being  compofed  of  Lydians,Canans,  and 
Greeks;  for  antiently  the  people  were  ranked  according  to  their  ditierent  tribes,  till  the 
Romans  divided  the  country  into  diocefes,  which  conlifted  of  fuch  a  number  ot  neigh- 
bourin.ii  cities  as  could  moft  conveniently  go  to  the  city  where  the  conventus  or  meet- 

•  Strabo,  niy.  p.  643. 
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inj;  for  dillributinr;  jiiflice  was  held,  by  which  they  broke  that  union  which  was  among 
particular  cities,  bv  Uiking  away  all  diltincVions  of  people,  and  united  them  very  politi- 
cally all  together  under  the  Roman  government:  the  Alagnefians  were  of  Greek  original, 
and   thought   to  be  Delphians,  who  inhabited  the  mountains    Didymi   in  Thelfaly. 
Magncfia,  probably  a  city  flill  older,  which  might  be  in  another  fituation,  was  deflroyed 
l>y  the  Treres  of  C'imbria,  and  was  afterwards  pofleiled  by  the  Milefians.     There  was  d 
flight  wall  round    the  citv,  only  four  feet  thick,   as   they  were  To  well  defended   by 
•nature :  on  the  hills  to  the  eafl  there  were  many  buildings  now  entirely  deflroyed,  and 
probably  they  have  had  there  a  llrong  fortref*.     There  are  figns  of  many  great  build- 
ings all  over  the  city,  but  tlv  y  are  ruined  in  fuch  a  manner,  that,  except  two  or  three, 
jt  is  difiicult  to  judge  of  what   nature  they  were.     Towards  the  Ibuth-eaft  corner  of 
the  city  there  arc  very  imperfect  remains  of  a  theatre,  hollowed  out  of  the  hill  to  the 
/•all,  which  by  its  height,  I  judged  could  not  have  lefs  than  fiity  degrees  of  feats  ;  all 
that  remains  of  it  is  an  archcxl  entrance  on  each  fide.     Near  the  theatre  there    is  an 
'aqueduct  under  ground,  by  which  water   is  conveyed  to  the  prefent  city,  as  it  wax, 
without  doubt,  to  the  old  one.     The  water  is  brought   from    the  mountains  at  fomc 
diltance,  and  crofTes  a  narrow  vale  on  fome  high  arches.     To  the  weft  of  the   theatre 
there  are  a  great  number  of  large  pieces  of  marble  entablatures,  and  other  remains  of 
buildings :  here  the  Armenians  have  an  altar  and  a  burial  place,  and  there  might  have 
been  a  church  on  this  fpot  built  with  the  materials  of  fome  other  great  edifice,  which 
feems  to  have  been  there.     Further  weft,    at  the  Jews   burial-place,  there  are  more 
ruins  ;  and  to  the  weft  of  that,  there  are  two  or  three  very  thick  walls,  which    are  not 
of  the  beft  workman  fhip  :  to  the  north  alfo  there  are  remains  of  the  eafl  end  of  a  large 
church  ;  and  a  furlong  more  to  the  eafl  are  very  great  ruins,  which  feera  to  be  of  fome 
magniticent  large  palace.     At  the  foot  of  the  eaflern   hills  are  feveral  arched  rooms. 
On  the  north  fide  of  the  city  there  are  ruins  of  a  very  grand  temple,   which  muft  be 
that  of  Diana  Leucophryne,  and  w'as  the  largeft  in  Afia  after  the  temples   of  Ephefus 
iind  Ditlymi;  and  though  it  yielded   to  Ephefus  in  its  riches,  yet  it  exceeded  it  in  its 
proportions,  and  in  the  exquifite  architecture  :  it  appears  to  have  been  arched  underneath 
moil ly  witli  large  hewn  ftone ;  the  principal  front   feems  to  have  been  to  the  fouth, 
V  here  there  are  remains  of  a  colonnade  ;  it  feems  to  be  a  portico  made  with  a  particular 
fort  of  pillars,  often  feen  in  thefe  parts,  which  may  be  either  called  oval,  or  confidered 
as  a  ftinicircular  pilafter  on  two  fides  of  a  fquare  pillar,  which  fets  out  about  an  inch 
beyond  tlie  pilafters.     At  thcErancifcan  convent  of  Trinita  de  Monti  in  Rome,  there  are 
likew  ife  two  oval  capitals  ;  and  in  thdNIafTimi  palaceatRome,  there  are  two  modern  pillars 
of  the  fame  figure  as  thefe  of  Magnefia.     On  the  north  fide  there  are  three  very  mafTive 
entire  arcJics,  which  are  about  forty  feet  high  ;  the  work   over  them  is  brick,   from 
wliich  an  crch  feems  to  have  been  turned  to  the  fouth,  probably  to  three  other  arches 
of  the  fame  kind  ;  to  the  weft  of  thefe,  at  fome  diftance,  there  is  a  thick  wall,  which 
probably  enclofed  the  whole  ;  and  to  the  north  of  them  are  arches  under  ground,  over 
whicii  there  might  be  a  portico.     On  the  fouth  fide  of  the  hill,  in  the  way  to  the  prefent 
town,  there  are  fome  walls  which  appear  to  have  belonged  to  a  very  magnificent  build- 
ing of  great  extent :  and  I  obferved  among  them  fome  pieces  of  pillars  of  verd  antique; 
and  ct  this  place,  and  in  another  part  of  the  town,  I  faw  the  capital  of  a  fquare  pilaiter, 
v-hurh  IS  of  a  particubr  kind.     In  the  fide  of  the  hill  there  are  many  fepulchral  grots  to 
theeaft.     The  prefent  city  is  to  the  weft  of  the  ftream  I  have  mentioned  before;   it  ex- 
tends up  the  fide  of  the  hill  to  the  north,  and  is  encompafled  with  very  flight  walls  ;  it 
has  a  large  fuburb  to  the  fouth,  and  another  to  the  eaft  :  the  other  fide  of  the  rivulet  is 
inhabited  moftly  by  Chriftians ;  the  Greeks  and  Armenians  have  their  churches  there, 
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and  the  latter  a  blHiop,  wlio,  I  fuppofo,  is  arclibifhop  of  Epherus.  The  town  is  not 
lefs  than  four  miles  in  compafs,  and  the  (treets  broader,  and  better  laid  out  than  com- 
monly are  feen  in  Turkifli  cities.  There  are  alfo  many  Jews  here,  and  it  ia  apl'teof 
great  trade,  efpecially  for  cotton,  and  cotton  yar-.,  which  are  fent  to  Smyrna,  and  ex- 
ported to  Kuropc  :  they  have  alio  manufactures  of  coarfe  callicoes  ;  and  their  merchants 
are  generally  rich  ;  it  is  likewiie  a  mart  for  all  fuch  things  as  are  imported  fiom  Europe, 
Egypt,  and  other  parts,  for  the  ufe  of  the  country,  for  fixty  miles  eaftward,  near  as  far 
as  thofe  parts  that  are  fupplied  from  Satalia,  and  other  fouthern  ports.  There  are  alfo 
feveral  great  families  of  Turks  who  live  here,  many  of  them  are  Beys,  a  title  they  give 
to  fons  of  palhas;  thefe  have  their  eftates  about  the  city.  The  palha  of  this  country 
refides  here  ;  fo  that  altogether  it  is  one  of  the  mod  conliderable  places  in  Alia. 

Chap.  V.  —  Of  Carta  in  general,  and  of  the  antient  Alabanda. 

k  FROM  Guzelhiifar  I  eroded  the  Ma;ander  on  the  fifteenth  into  Caria.  The  Carians 
were  firll  called  Leleges,  inhabited  the  illands,  and  were'  fubjecl  to  Minos  ;  they  pof- 
felfed  themfelves  of  the  coniinent,  which  belonged  both  to  the  Leleges  aiid  Peiafgi, 
and  were  drove  out  of  it  by  the  Greeks,  lonians,  and  Dorians.  The  river  Ma^ander  is 
here  about  half  a  furlong  broad  ;  it  is  a  rapid  Itream,  and  the  bed  of  it  was  at  this 
time  full  ;  the  rivulet  at  Guzelhiifar,  and  fome  others  that  run  into  it  overflowing,  make 
the  country  a  morafs  for  a  mile  from  the  Ma;ander.  There  is  a  large  caufeway  acrofs 
this  low  ground,  and  even  that  is  overflowed  in  winter.  The  banks  of  the  Ma;ander 
are  Hoping,  and  they  crofs  it  on  a  fort  of  a  boat,  like  a  fledge  in  (hape  of  a  half  lozenge, 
the  fides  of  it  not  being  above  a  foot  high:  they  tie  vine  boughs  together,  which  are  about 
an  inch  and  a  half  diameter,  and  from  ten  to  fifteen  feet  long,  which  are  fixed  acrofs  the 
river ;  a  poft  in  the  boat  reds  againif  it,  and  keeps  the  veifel  from  being  carried  down 
hv  the  flream,  and  by  the  help  of  this  three  men  pull  the  boat  from  one  fide  to  the 
other.  About  half  a  mile  lower  the  river  China,  which  is  a  very  confiderable  llream, 
falls  into  the  Masander  on  the  fouth  fide  of  it ;  it  riles  in  the  fouth-ealt  part  of  Caria 
beyond  Aphrodifias,  and  pafling  through  the  valley  which  is  near  Stratonicea  and 
Lagena,  turns  to  the  north  a  little  before  it  falls'into  the  Mtcander.  Between  thefe  two 
rivers  there  is  a  chain  of  mountains,  which,  though  rocky,  aflbrd  fine  herbage  for 
fheep  and  black  cattle,  in  which  this  country  abounds.  About  eight  miles  further  ea(l 
we  crolfed  the  Cliina  on  a  wooden  britlge,  which  is  built  on  nine  or  ten  large  ifone 
piers,  and  is  about  three  hundred  feet  long.  We  went  a  league  further  to  Salafliar,  to 
a  miferable  kane,  no  better  than  a  ihible,  where  it  was  difficult  to  lie  free  from  dirt 
and  water  ;  the  caravan  lodged  without  with  their  baggage,  and  made  hres.  On  the 
tixteenth  we  went  about  a  league  and  a  half  between  little  green  hills,  and  came  to  a 
fmall  fertile  plain  about  a  league  over ;  it  is  encompailed  for  the  moil  part  by  high  hills  ; 
this  countrv  is  called  CarpouHey  ;  it  has  in  it  fiveur  iix  villages,  and  is  governed  by  an 
ag:i  under  the  fangiac  of  Smyrna,  as  it  belongs  to  the  waladea  or  fultannefs  mother, 
'the  aga  was  not  there,  fo  I  delivered  my  letter  to  his  deputy  at  the  village  of 
Demerje. 

On  the  fouth  of  this  little  plain  there  are  ruins  of  an  antient  city,  not  mentioned 
bv  any  moilern  writer,  and  exactly  anfwers  to  the  fituation  delcribed  ot  ^Vlabanda.  The 
f(iunder  of  it  is  faid  to  be  Alabaiulus,  whom  they  worfliipped  as  a  God'  ;  and  in  the 
Roman  divifioii  of  the  country,  Mylafa  was  made  the  head  city  of  a  jurifdiction,  and 
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ilic  jmlici.il  convfntus  was  held  here.     The   town  was  fituated  on  the  ead  fiJe  of  a 
vcrv  hi^'h  hill,  and  on  a  little  hill  to   the  call  of  it ;   it  was  cncornpaired  with  llrong 
walls,  cj'ifed  with  hewn  ftonc  within  and  with.out,  and  iillcd  up  in  the  middle  with  rougli 
(tones  ;  in  the  cafing  of  the  wall  one  tier  of  Hones  lies  Hat,  and  another  is  fet  up  an  ena 
alternately ;  and  in  fome  })laces  this  cafing  is  fallen  down,  and  the  middle  part  L 
Uandinj;;  the  moll  eafy  afcent  is  from  the  north  fide  hy  a  paved  way  of  very  large 
(hines  of  an  irregular  fha|K',  having  the  town  wall  on  the  right.     About  a  third  pajt 
of  the  way  up  the  hill,  there  arc  great  ruins  of  a  mofl  magnificent  palace,  to  which  there 
was  an  entrance  by  a  colonnade,  leading  to  an  oblong  fquare  court ;  to  the  right  ol  this 
there  was  a  portico  of  twenty  oval  pillars  of  ihe  fame  kind  as  tliofe  already  defcribed  ; 
tliev  are  of  a  verv  ruftic  order,  and  the  capital  is  more  fimple  than  the  Tufcan.     Under 
it  there  were  apartments  with  entrances  from  without,  and  over  that  another  colonnade, 
which  is  almoil  dellroved,  as  the  floor  of  the  grand  gallery  that  belonged  to  it  is  entirely 
ruined ;  this  gallery  feems  to  have  had  a  colonnade  all  round.     Oppofite  to  this,  on 
the  welt  lide  of  the  court,  there  appear  to  have  been  three  artificial  terraces,  or  galley 
ries,  one  above  another,  with  colonnades  to  them,  and  fmall  apartments  within  them, 
and  above  this  is  another  plain  fpot,  where  there  appear  to  have  been  great  buildings. 
Afcending  the  lleep  hill,  another  third  part  of  the  way  we  came  to  a  beautiful  theatre, 
which  for  the  moll;  part  is  hollowed  into  the  hill ;  and  all  but  the  front  is  entire. 
The  top  of  the  hill  is  level,  and  there  is  a  little  rocky  mount  in  the  middle  of  it,  on 
which  i  faw  the  foundations  of  a  circular  building  ;  and  to  the  weft  of  this  mount  there 
is  i  fquare  building  entire,  which  probablv  was  tlefigncd  ibr  a  houfe  of  pleafure  ;  from 
this,  the  wall  feems  to  have  extended  to  the  fouth,  and  then  turned  eadwards  down 
to  the  low  lull.    From  the  inuth-weil  corner  there  was  another  wall,  which  was  carried 
about  a  furlong  fouth  to  another  fununit  of  the  hill,   where  there  are  remains  of  a  (Irons: 
oblong  fquare  cadle,  and  adjoining  to  it  to  the  fouth  are  the  walls  of  a  fmaller  caitle. 
On  the  little  hill,  or  rifmg  ground  below,  are  remains  of  two  buildings,  one  like  a 
fquare  cafllc,  with  a  round  tower  at  each  corner,  the  other  is  built  like  a  palace,  with 
feveral  doors  and  windows  ;  thefe  buildings  arc  of  a  red  granite  in  large  grains,  all 
the  mountains  here  abounding  both  in  the  red  and  grey  fort ;  and  probablv,  if  quarries 
were  dug  down,  many  beautiful  veins  might  be  found.     To  the  ibuth  of  the  city,  at 
tlie  foot  of  the  hill,  there  are  a  great  nuniber  of  fepulchres  made  in  different  manners ; 
fome  are  hewn  down  in  the  rock  like  graves,  others  are  cut  in  the  fame  maimer  into 
fmall  rocks  that  rife  up  above  the  ground  ;  fome  are  built  like  pedeftals,  with  two  or 
three  (leps  round  them,  and  covered  with  large  (tones ;  1  faw  others  like  an  oblong 
fquare  rock  above  ground,  without  any  vifible  entrance,  but  by  a  fmall  hole  that 
appears  to  have  been  broke  in,  and  one  would  imagine  that  there  was  feme  paflage 
cut  under  ground  to  them. 

From  the  fouih-eafl  corner  of  the  plain  we  afccndcd  fouthwards  about  three  miles 
to  the  top  of  mount  Latmus,  where  they  fay  there  are  not  only  wolves,  wild  boars,  and 
jackals,  but  alfo  tigers  and  bears ;  there  is  a  plain  on  the  top  of  the  mountain  about 
a  league  broad  ;  here  we  ftaid  all  night,  and  made  large  fires  to  defend  ourfelves 
againfl  the  wild  beafts,  as  well  as  the  cold,  and  I  repofed  under  the  (lielter  of  a  large 
reck  of  granite,  part  of  which  lay  hollow  to  the  ground.  There  are  many  herdfmen  on 
thefe  mountains  ;  and  they  have  begun  to  plough  fome  of  the  plain  parts,  making 
cnclofureswith  large  trees  laid  round  the  fields.  There  is  a  low,  eafy  defcent  from  the 
mountain  into  that  vale  of  Caria,  in  which  the  city  of  Mvlafa  (lood,  which  is  now 
called  MelafTo  by  the  Greeks,  and  Millefs  by  the  Turks.  '  This  vale  is  about  four 
leagues  long  aad  a  league  broad ;  towards  the  weft  it  winds  a  little  to  the  fouth, 
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turns  again  to  tlie  weft  at  Mnndaleat,  about  two  hours  or  four  miles  from  Melaflo ; 
tliat  place  is  more  infeiled  with  Icorpions  than  any  other  in  thefe  parts,  infomuch  that 
feveral  die  every  fuinmer  by  the  lling  of  this  animal  ;  the  fea  at  Joran,  tlie  antient 
Jaffus,  is  five  or  fix  miles  to  the  ealt  of  Mandaleat.  To  the  fouth  of  the  hills  which 
bound  this  valley,  there  is  another  vale  which  extends  to  the  bay  on  which  Myndus 
was  fituated,  not  far  from  Ilelicarnaflus,  and  to  the  fouth  of  that  there  is  another 
bay  oppofite  to  Sianchio,  made  by  cape  Criu  to  the  fouth,  on  which  Cnidus  was 
fituateil,  at  the  foulh-wcli:  corner  of  Afia  Minor. 

Chap.  Vr.  —  Of  Mdap^  the  antient  Mylafa. 

MF.LASSO,  the  antient  Mylafi,  is  fituated  at  the  foot  of  a  high  mountain  about 
the  middle  of  the  fouth  fide  of  the  plain  of  Caria.  Strabo  *  feems  to  be  miftaken  in 
faying,  that  Phyfcus  was  the  neareit  fea  port  to  Mylafa,  for  Melaflo  is  twenty-four 
miles  from  Marmora,  about  which  place  Phyfcus  muft  have  been  fituated ;  whereas 
Caflidfh,  which  is  at  prefent  the  port  of  Melaflo,  is  not  above  ten  miles  from  it,  and 
feems  to  be  the  place  mentioned  by  Paufanias  at  that  diilance.  The  Greeks  are  grofly 
miltaken,  in  imagining  that  Melaflo  is  the  ar.tient  Miletus  which  was  at  Palat,  near  the 
mouth  of  the  Ma-ander.  1  could  not  trace  the  city  walls  of  Mvlafa,  but  on  the  well 
fide  there  is  a  magnificent  gate  entire,  of  the  Corinthian  order.  The  old  city  feems 
to  have  extended  chiefly  to  the  ealt  of  the  prefent  town ;  what  has  been  taken  for 
the  city  walls  is  evidently  nothing  but  the  enclofure  of  fome  public  buildings,  which 
were  mollly  on  a  rifing  ground  towards  the  wefl:  end  of  the  ancient  city,  where  the 
prefent  town,  or  rather  large  village,  is  fituated.  There  feem  to  have  been  two  antient 
temples  to  Jupiter  in  this  city,  one  properly  belonging  to  the  people  of  Mylafa,  dedi- 
cated to  Jupiter  Ofogus  ;  the  other  of  Carian  Jupiter  in  common  to  the  Carians 
Lydians,  and  Myfians.  That  to  Jupiter  Ofogus,  Ifuppofe,  was  fituated  on  the  funmiit 
of  the  riling  ground  on  which  the  city  ilood,  where  there  are  remains  of  a  large  enclo- 
fure ;  part  of  the  prefent  town  is  built  about  it,  and  to  the  fouth  there  are  two  fluted 
fonic  pillars  fl:anding,  each  confifling  of  five  flones.  The  members  of  the  bafe  are 
fluted  like  thole  of  the  temple  of  Juno  in  Samos,  but  in  a  much  finer  taite.  On  the 
north  wall  of  the  enclofure  there  is  a  beautiful  fluted  Corinthian  pillar,  with  an  infcrip. 
fion  on  it  to  the  honour  of  Manander.  To  the  fouth  of  this  there  is  another  enclofure 
and  to  the  wefl  of  it  are  lome  fmall  remains  of  a  theatre,  built  of  white  marble,  which 
appears  to  have  been  a  very  beautiful  fabric.  At  fome  diftance  to  the  eaft  of  the  temple, 
in  the  gardens  belonging  to  fome  houfes,  there  are  ruins,  which  I  have  rcafon  to  believe 
belonged  to  a  pratorium,  or  fome  other  public  building,  fiom  an  imperfect  infcription 
I  found  on  a  wall,  which  feemed  to  be  of  a  public  nature ;  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  to 
the  fouth-cafl:  are  remains  of  a  long  colonnade,  like  the  avenue  to  a  building,  and  near 
it  there  is  part  of  a  thick  wall  built  in  the  antiint  manner  with  flones   of'  live  fides. 

•  Aitcmidoius,  quoted  by  Strabo,  makes  PhyfL^'us  one  hundred  and  fifty  mili-s  from  Ti illc« ;  and  it 
muft  have  1-cen  about  Marmora,  where  they  nuw  embark  for  Rhodes,  Phylciis  having  been  oppofite  to 
that  illand  ;  but  liy  the  mod  txaol  computation  I  coulil  make,  it  is  not  above  fiMy  miles,  and  the  map» 
rnnkc  it  about  a  drpree.  'J'he  f.unc  autlior  computes  the  dillance  from  Tralies  to  Phvfcus  by  Alabandi 
and  La<;eM.e,  by  whicli  mull  l)e  underllood  the  entrance  into  the  territories  of  thofe  cities,  and  not  the 
cities  tlicmfelves,  becaufe  Lagena-,  cither  at  Lakena,  or  China,  wa^  much  to  th?  call  of  Alabandn  ;  fo 
that  there  feems  to  be  fume  t;ieat  err.)r,  probably  in  the  manufcript,  in  m:\king  I,aj{rnT  to  b;  above  a  hun- 
dred miles  from  Phyfcus,  and  above  fifty  from  Trailer,  for  it  is  not  above  twenty  miles  from  the  l:ittcr,  or 
fifty  from  Phyfcus,  fo  that  the  number  of  mile*  computed  by  Strabo,  feem  to  be  double  of  wbat  they 
really  are. 
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which  appears  like  a  city  wall ;  but  not  feeing  any  figns  of  a  wall  extending  from  it' 
I  took  it  rather  to  be  the  enclofure  of  the  building  to  whicli  that  colonnade  belonged. 
■J'ho  magnificent  gate  of  the  city  is  adorned  with  pilafters  of  a  particular  Corinthi-in 
order,  \\hi<li  appears  to  have  been  much  ufcd  in  C>aria  ;  they  had  Lkcwife  a  fuigular 
manner  of  fluting  the  bafe  of  the  Ionic  order.  This  Corinthian  order  confills  of  one 
ruw  of  k-aves,  about  half  the  length  of  the  capital,  the  upper  part  being  fluted  to  the 
abacus,  and  in  foino  I  have  feon  the  abacus  itfelf  iluted,  and  likewifc  capitals  entirely 
fluted  without  leaves,  which  feems  to  be  rather  in  a  Gothic  talle.  To  the  fouth  of 
this  gate  there  are  remains  of  an  aqueducl,  which  has  no  marks  of  antiquity ;  but 
the  anuent  aquedutt  fc-cms  to  have  btrn  carried  the  fame  way,  antl  it  may  be  probably 
on  the  city  walls  ;  for  to  the  north  of  this  gate,  there  is  a  fmall  kiw  hill,  near  which 
there  paflbs  an  antient  aqueducT:  which  conveyed  the  water  acrofs  the  plain,  and  ended 
at  a  fmall  hill  towards  the  other  fido  of  it.  Molt  part  of  this  aqueduct  feems  to  have 
been  deftroved,  and  rebuilt,  but  not  in  the  bed  manner  ;  I  faw  in  it  fevcral  pieces 
of  entablature  of  the  Doric  order,  taken  from  the  ruins  of  fome  building.  Where 
the  ground  is  low,  there  are  two  rows  of  arches  one  over  another,  the  upper  arches 
being  double  the  number  of  the  lower.  To  the  eaft  of  this  there  are  remains  of 
another  colonnade,  w  hich  feems  to  have  led  to  the  town ;  on  this  fide  I  faw  fome 
marble  coflins ;  and  near  the  city  there  arc  three  or  four  very  maflive  buildings,  which 
feem  to  be  of  the  middle  ages  ;  they  are  railed  on  large  open  arches,  and  Iccm  to  be 
remains  cither  of  palaces  of  the  middle  age,  or  it  may  be  of  reiervoirs  of  water. 

But  the  great  curiofity  of  MelaiVo  is  a  temple  which  was  built  to  Auguflus  and 
Rome,  and  is  a  moll  cxquifite  piece  of  architedure.  The  temple  itfelf  was  very  fmall : 
in  the  front  there  is  a  portico  of  the  Compolite  order,  and  on  the  other  three  lides  an 
Ionic  colonnade.  At  the  entrance  of  the  temple,  on  each  fide  of  the  door,  there  is 
a  foundation  of  large  ftones,  on  which  probably  there  were  pedellals  fur  the  ftatues 
of  Augultus  and  Rome.  The  pillaj-s  are  fmted,  and  the  temple  is  railed  on  a  bafement, 
the  cornice  of  v,  hich  is  only  to  be  feen  ;  there  is  alfo  a  fort  of  plinth  about  it  that  ranges 
round  like  a  Hep,  and  has  three  iaces  like  an  architrave;  every  particular  pillar  has 
likewife  a  plinth,  and  the  bafe  is  fluted,  as  mentioned  above.  The  frieze  is  adorned 
with  tripofes,  bulls  heads,  and  patcras  ;  the  cornice  and  the  pediments  at  each  end  are 
very  richly  ornamented  with  carvings.  What  the  architeft  feems  to  have  defigned 
as  ;in  ornament  to  the  building,  may  be  rather  looked  on  as  a  bad  tafte,  that  is,  putting 
the  Compofite  order  in  the  front,  wiien  the  other  three  fides  are  Ionic.  The  capitals 
arc  indeed  fine,  except  that  the  curled  leaves,  and  the  abacus  feem  rather  to  projeft  too 
far  at  the  corners,  in  proportion  to  the  fize  of  the  capital.  About  two  feet  below  the 
capital  there  are  four  fciloons  round  the  fliaft ;  but  what  is  moft  particular,  and  has  the 
uorfl  ctfeft,  is  a  work  like  a  capital  on  the  bafe  of  the  pillar,  the  fhaft  reding  on  it  in 
a  fort  of  a  fockct,  from  which  the  leaves  turn  outwards  ;  this  is  executed  in  a  particular 
manner.  The  top  of  the  leaves  are  broken,  from  which  one  might  at  firit  conjec- 
ture that  the  pilbrs  had  fallen  down,  and  had  been  fet  up  again  on  old  capitals ;  but 
by  examining  tiie  work,  I  faw  that  the  pillars  were  made  fb  originally.  This  building, 
when  Chriftianity  prevailed,  was  doubtlefs  converted  either  into  a  church,  or  fome 
other  public  building  ;  for  on  the  ftones  of  the  temple  I  faw  feveral  defaced  infcriptions, 
with  the  crofs  on  them. 

About  half  a  mile  to  the  weft  of  the  town  there  is  another  very  extraordinary  build- 
ing ;  it  cannot  very  probably  be  called  a  temple,  for  it  confifts  of  twelve  pillars  on  a 
bafement,  with  a  front  every  way  of  four  pillars,  fupporting  an  entablature,  on  which 
there  is  railed  a  very  grand  covering  of  large  ftones  laid  acrofs  in  four  tiers  one  over. 

another. 
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another,  every  tier  fettlng  in  fo  as  to  make  a  fort  of  a  cupola  wn'thin,  which  on 
the  cutfide  appears  hke  four  fteps,  in  manner  of  a  pyramid ;  the  whole  foffit  is 
finely  carved  with  flowers  in  lozenges.  The  .rorner  pillars  are  fquare,  the  others 
are  oval,  and  are  fuch  as  have  been  dcfcrihed  at  GuzelhilTar  ;  two  thirds  of  the 
Ihafts  are  fluted.  There  is  an  entrance  through  the  bafement  on  the  weft  fide,  and 
within  there  are  four  fquare  pillars  to  fupport  the  floor  above,  which  is  compofed  of 
large  ftones ;  there  are  two  fteps  round  tlie  building ;  I  conjedture  that  this  was 
a  very  magnificent  altar  of  the  Taurobole  kind,  and  what  induces  me  to  think 
fo,  is  a  round  hole  in  the  pavement  about  eight  inches  in  diameter,  which  below 
leffjns  to  tliree  inches,  under  which,  I  fuppofe,  the  facred  perfon  Rood,  that  the 
blood  of  the  facrifice  might  run  on  him,  after  which  he  wore  the  garment  till  it 
dropped  from  him ;  a  ceremony  which  rendered  his  perfon  moft  facred  among  the' 
Heathens  ;  I  faw  afterwards  exactly  fuch  a  hole  at  Stratonicea  in  a  large  altar  made 
like  a  bafon,  which  doubtlefs  was  for  that  purpofe,  and  another  at  Eleufis ;  there  is'' 
alio  a  bafon  of  the  fame  kind  at  Ephefus,  called  St.  John's  font ;  but  if  there  was  fuch 
a  hole  it  has  been  filled  up  ;  there  was  an  arched  place  under  it,  now  almoft  full 
of  earth.  There  is  another  of  tins  ihape,  as  obferved  before,  in  the  abbey  of  St.  Victor 
near  Marfeillcs,  which  is  fuppofed  by  many  to  have  been  an  altar ;  but  I  do  not 
know  whether  there  is  any  hole  in  it.  Prudcntius,  indeed,  defcribes  this  facrifice  as 
performed  on  boards,  through  which  the  blood  run  on  the  perfon  who  was  deftined 
to  this  honour  ;  but  polTibly  this  might  be  the  original  way  of  performing  the  facrifice, 
which  probably  was  afterwards  improved,  though  it  might  always  be  continued  in  the 
fame  manner  in  fome  places :  all  which  is  fubmitted  to  the  judgment  of  others,  being 
founded  only  on  conjedure,  and  on  the  tradition  that  a  vafe  of  this  kind  at  Marfcilles 
was  an  altar.  It  appears  by  a  groove-  on  each  fide  of  the  pillars,  which  is  four  inches 
broad,  that  this  building  was  enclofed  on  three  fides,  and  probably  with  ftones  fet  up 
an  end  ;  but  it  was  open  on  the  north-fide  where  the  hole  is  ;  that  fide  alfo  fronts  the 
hill,  from  which  the  people  might  behold  the  ceremony.  If  there  were  any  ruins  near, 
1  fhuuld  have  thought  that  the  temple  of  Jupiter  Carius  was  here,  which  at  firfl  was 
at  a  village  feparate  from  the  city  ;  fo  it  fcems  Stralio  ought  to  be  underftood  in  fpeaking 
of  tills  place;  though  this  fmall  pavilion,  when  enclofed,  might  pofhbly  be  called  u 
temple.  In  a  wall  near  a  bridge  there  is  a  fine  relief,  which  feemed  to  be  part  of  a 
frieze ;  it  was  a  Cupid,  holding  on  each  fide  a  feftoon  loaded  with  fruit,  which  looked 
like  peaches ;  on  one  fide  was  a  Medufa's  head,  and  there  feemed  to  have  been  one 
between  every  foftoon.  As  to  the  temple  of  Jupiter  Labrandenus,  it  was  fixty  ftadia 
from  the  city,  on  the  liills  towards  Alabanda,  and  tliere  was  a  paved  way  to  it  ;  this 
might  be  on  a  hill  which  1  f"aw  in  the  way  to  Efkihillar  ;  the  top  of  it  is  encompaffed 
witli  a  ruined  wall,  and  is  about  that  diflance  from  Mclaffo  to  the  north-eaft.  Oppofite 
to  it  on  the  hills,  on  the  other  fide  ot  the  plain,  there  is  a  ruined  Mahometan  town 
railed  Paitfhin  ;  it  is  Very  ftrong  by  nature  on  three  fides,  being  fituated  on  a  hanging ^ 
ground  over  the  plain  ;  there  is  a  caltle  in  it,  which  was  repaired  as  a  defence  againlh 
Soley  Bey,  and  is  naturally  very  ftrong.  I  faw  here  fome  Iteps  up  the  rock  like  the 
feats  of  a  theatre,  but  in  a  flrair  line,  which  together  with  a  marble  pillar,  much 
refembling  porphyry  in  the  colour,  bur  not  fo  hard,  are  the  only  remains  of  antiquity 
whijh  I  faw  there.  It  may  be  carrying  my  conjectures  too  far,  to  fuppofe  that  Myiafa 
was  in  very  antient  times,  either  here,  or  on  the  oppofite  hill  before  mentioned,  and 
fo  to  account  for  a  quotation  in  Strabo,  that  Myiafa  was  fituated  on  a  ftrong  hill,  at 
which  he  feims  much  to  womler,  when  the  city  in  his  time  was  in  the  plain.  The 
prefent  town  oi  ^lelalio  is  finall  ajid  ill  built,  bul  there  arc  two  very  good  kaiies  in  it  ;■ 

there 
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there  is  alfo  a  l.irgr  old  molque  that  feems  to  have  been  a  church,  and  a  new  one  in 
a  very  good  talle  ;  it  is  the  rciidencc  of  a  fangiac,  who  is  not  a  palha,  and  fo  has  only 
the  title  of  aga.  The  country  produs:cs  the  bed  tobacco  in  Turkey,  except  tlut  of 
I.atichea,  and  exceeding  the  tobacco  of  Salonica ;  this,  together  with  cotton  and  wax, 
is  tlie  principal  trade  oi  the  place.  There  are  about  thirty  Greek  families  here,  w'.o 
live  together  in  a  kanc,  and  in  one  houfe,  a  room  of  which  icrves  for  their  church  ;  Cie 
Armenians  live  in  the  fan\e  manner,  who  are  not  tixed  here,  but  come  and  (lay  at  fo:ne 
feafons  on  account  of  merchandize.  I  was  recommended  here  to  the  great  aga,  w!io 
received  me  as  civilly  as  I  could  expect  without  a  prefent,  which  he  feemed  to  look  tor 
from  the  phyfician  at  Guzelhiili^r,  who  recommended  me  to  him ;  but  he  gave  me 
leave  to  fee  every  thing,  and  promi^Jed  me  a  letter  to  Paitfliin.  A  Greek  prieft,  to  whom 
I  was  recommended,  was  of  nofervice  to  me,  being  afraid  to  fend  any  one  to  accomp;a:y 
me ;  fo  I  went  every  where  with  my  own  janizary  ;  the  aga's  fon  came  foraetimes, 
and  talked  very  civilly  to  us ;  and  the  aga  fent  a  relation  of  Mahomet  with  me  to 
Paitfhin. 

Chap.  IX.  —  OfEJklhijfary  the  antient  Strato7ucea  ;  ofLegena,  and  AUnda. 

I  SET  out  on  the  twentieth  of  February  for  Efkihlflar,  and  croiTed  the  mountains 
to  the  north- call  about  twelve  miles  ;  there  are  two  or  three  little  plains  on  the  hills, 
and  a  ruined  church,  where,  they  fay,  there  was  a  Chriftian  village. 

Eikihilfar  is  a  poor  village  built  on  the  ruins  of  Stratonicea,  wliich  was  inhabited  by 
a  colony  of  Macedonians ;  both  the  fituation  and  infcriptions,  that  mention  the  temple 
of  Jupiter  Chryfaoreus,  which  was  here,  prove  it  to  be  that  city  ;  it  Is  on  a  level 
fpot  between  the  hills,  which  opens  to  a  large  plain,  in  which  the  river  China  runs. 
By  the  ruins  of  a  very  grand  enclofure  to  the  north-eaft  ot  the  town,  and  from  the 
infcriptions  there,  I  concluded  that  the  famous  temple  muil  have  been  in  that  place, 
though  I  could  not  trace  out  the  foundations  of  it.  At  the  north  part  of  the  enclofure, 
there  is  a  grand  gate  of  a  plain  architefture  ;  there  was  a  double  row  of  large  pillars 
from  it,  which  probably  formed  the  avenue  to  the  temple ;  and  on  each  fide  of  the 
gate  there  was  a  femicircular  alcove  niche,  and  a  colonnade  from  it,  which  with  a  wall 
on  each  fide  of  the  gate  might  make  a  portico,  that  was  of  the  Corinthian  order  ;  fifty 
paces  to  the  north  of  the  wall  there  are  remains  of  another  colonnade,  which  feemed 
alfo  to  have  made  a  portico  with  a  wall  to  the  north  of  it.  This  temple  was  in  common 
to  all  the  Carlans,  where  tliey  met  to  facrifice  and  confult  about  the  commonweal, 
in  which  the  cities  had  votes  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  their  villages  ;  and  it  was 
called  the  Chryfaorean  meeting.  To  the  fouth  of  this,  at  fome  diftance,  are  ruins  of 
a  building  of  large  hewn  flone  ;  it  is  twenty-five  paces  wide,  and  feems  to  have  extended 
about  a  hundred  paces  to  the  town  wall,  fome  part  of  which  is  built  in  the  fame 
manner  ;  I  conjectured  by  an  infcription  on  the  wall  that  it  might  be  a  temple  of  Serapis. 
To  the  fi)uth  of  this,  on  the  fide  of  a  hill,  there  is  a  large  theatre,  the  front  of  which 
is  ruined  ;  there  are  in  all  about  forty  feats,  with  a  gallery  round  in  the  middle,  and 
another  at  top.  In  this,  and  many  other  theatres,  1  obferved  the  inner  half  of  the 
breadth  of  the  feats  to  be  cut  down  about  half  an  inch  lower  than  the  outer  part  ;  the 
feats  are  generally  about  two  feet  fix  inches  broad. 

The  people  of  this  place,  though  all  Mahometans,  were  very  civil  and  obliging 
the  firft  evening ;  and  an  empty  houfe  being  allotted  me,  many  of  them  came  and  fat 
with  me,  brought  medals,  were  very  ready  to  aflill  me  in  my  defign,  and  to  fhew  me 
e\ery  thing.     When  I  was  going  to  fee  the  theatre,  the  deputy  governor  came  to  me, 

and 
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and  toll]  me,  that  the  theatre  was  on  his  ground,  and  afkcd  me  what  I  would  prefent 
to  him  to  lee  the  antiquities  ;  I  gave  myfelf  no  trouble  about  his  demand,  but  examined 
it  thoroughly.  When  1  returned  to  the  town,  the  aga's  man  came,  and  told  me 
that  the  aga  was  arrived,  and  defined  to  fee  me  ;  when  I  came  to  him,  he  alked  me 
what  was  my  bufinefs,  which  I  told  him  ;  and  that  I  had  a  firman  or  paffport  ;  he  faid. 
It  was  the  pad/haw's  or  grand  fignior's  firman,  and  not  the  palha's,  and  therefore  he 
would  not  regard  it  ;  but  ill  would  make  certain  prefents  to  him  and  his  cadi,  I  might 
view  what  I  pleafed.  I  gave  him  to  underfland,  that  by  virtue  of  mv  firman  I  could 
ice  the  antiquities,  and  that  he  muit  anfwer  it,  if  any  harm  happened  to  me  tiiere. 
I  !eh  him,  imd  purfued  my  obiervations  as  before.  Some  people  came  from  the  aga, 
but  1  Ihewed  no  fear,  whicli  I  knew  by  experience  was  the  belt  way.  There  was  an 
infcription  on  an  old  ruined  houfe,  which  1  had  a  defire  to  copy,  and  the  poflefTor  of 
it  demanded  a  fequin  for  his  permifiion  ;  however,  I  went  in  the  afternoon,  and  began 
to  copy  it,  though  the  janizary  refufed  to  go  with  me,  fo  that  1  was  accompanied  only 
bv  my  flave  ;  the  man  that  owned  the  houfe  loon  came  to  me,  and,  to  pacify  him,  I 
told  him  I  ^\■ould  pay  him  when  I  had  done  ;  but  not  being  latisfied,  I  gave  him  what 
he  demanded,  with  which  he  feemed  well  pleafed  ;  and  put  his  hand  to  his  mouth 
and  forehead,  as  a  mark  of  gratitude  and  fidelity.  The  deputy  came  foon  after, 
made  figns  to  me  to  go  away,  but  not  regarding  him,  he  began  to  difturb  me;  on 
which  I  pulled  out  my  firman,  and  ordered  the  Have  to  hold  it  ;  he  went  to  take  it  out 
of  his  hand,  but  when  I  laid  hold  of  it,  and  held  it  fall,  he  feemed  to  be  very  cautious 
not  to  te;u-  it,  forbore  ufing  any  violence,  and  foon  after  went  away.  Whilfl  I  was 
abfent  the  aga  came  to  the  houfe  I  was  lodged  in,  and  talked  to  the  janizary,  who 
informed  him  that  I  was  gone  to  a  private  houfe,  by  the  permillion  of  the  owner,  and 
allured  liini  that  I  would  not  go  any  more  abroad.  I  onlercd  every  thing  to  be  got 
ready  for  our  departure.  The  aga  fent  word  that  he  defired  to  fpeak  with  me ;  and 
when  I  did  not  go  to  him,  he  laid  he  would  not  permit  us  to  go  away,  and  threatened 
particularly  to  detain  the  janizary.  We  mounted  our  hm-fes,  and  the  janizary,  con- 
trary to  my  repeated  (irders,  was  for  going  to  him  again  as  we  palled  by,  and  left 
us  for  that  purpofe,  but  thought  better  of  it,  and  returned  to  us  :  we  put  on  pretty  fall ; 
the  janizary,  and  guide  to  whom  the  hdrfes  belonged,  frequently  looking  back  in  the 
utmoit  conilernation,  lell  they  fliould  fend  alter  us,  ami  injure  us  fome  way  or  other. 
But  the  aga  could  not  have  Hopped  us,  without  bringing  himfelf  into  trouble,  for 
the  guide  and  horfes  were  of  another  palhalic,  fo  he  ccndd  nor  meddle  with  them ; 
I  was  no  fubjecl,  and  the  (lave  was  my  property  ;  and  if  he  hiid  Hopped  tile  janizary, 
a  detachment  would  have  been  fent  by  the  janitzer  aga  at  Guzelhiflar  to  have  delivered 
him,  and  would  have  Lvied  damages  and  expences  on  the  village. 

We  defcendeil  from  Eikihillar.  Oppofite  to  it,  towards  the  north,  on  the  other  fide 
of  the  vale  in  which  the  China  runs,  there  is  a  village  called  Aharer  ;  and  to  the 
right  on  another  fide  of  the  plain,  at  about  a  league  didance,  is  the  village  of  Bopcck. 
They  go  to  market  from  Kikihiflar  to  (lulfiik,  which  is  about  fix  hours.  Mulla, 
where  the  pallia  of  the  country  refides,  is  about  fifteen  hours  from  F.fkihiflar.  We  went 
a  league  to  the  north,  and  alterwards  about  two  leagues  to  the  well,  and  afcended 
near  a  league  to  a  village  called  Lakena  ;  about  a  mile  Irom  it,  on  the  top  of  the  hill, 
there  is  a  ruined  caiUe,  Urongly  fituated  by  nature,  but  it  did  not  feem  to  be  a  very 
aiuient  place,  nor  do  they  find  medals  in  that  part.  The  name,  however,  would 
incline  one  to  conjefture  that  it  might  be  I.agena;  in  the  territory  of  Stratonicea.  We 
were  here  conduced  to  a  houfe  built  by  a  public  fpirited  Turk  for  the  reception  of 
ftrangers,  where  he  conftantly  prepares  lodgings  and  provifions  for  all  comers ;  he 

feemed 
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ftemed  to  be  a  pood  man,  and  was  tlierc  to  recc-ivc  us ;  he  fuppcd  and  fpent  the  cv(»nin>^ 
with  us  ;  and  <m  our  going  away  the  next  morning,  the  twent\'-fccond,  he  fe.  med 
much  pleafed  when  I  expreiled  my  gratitude,  and  told  him,  I  fhould  be  glad  to  fliew 
him  the  lame  hofpitality  in  England. 

We  went  about  two  leagues  north  to  tlie  river  Paieflu,  w-hich  runs  into  the  China, 
and  eroded  the  hills  to  the  weft  for  three  leagues,  to  one  of  the  villages  called  Ak- 
fhouieh  ;  we  went  on  a  league  to  the  weft  between  low  rocky  hills,  by  the  fide  of  a 
rivulet,  which  we  paded  on  a  bridge,  and  faw  the  remains  of  an  old  aqueduct  acrols 
the  river,  confifting  of  one  arch ;  which  feems  to  have  conveyed  the  water  from  a 
rivulet  that  runs  from  the  hills.  We  came  into  a  very  fine  plain,  and  eroded  it, 
travelling  northwards  two  miles  to  the  village  of  China,  which  is  fituated  near  the 
eaft  end  of  the  plain,  and  to  the  fouth  of  the  river  China.  I  lodged  here  in  the  coffee- 
houfe ;  and  when  the  people  knew  my  buHnefs,  they  informed  me  oi  the  antiquities 
of  the  place,  and  half  the  village  accompanied  me  up  the  hill,  laughing  and  jelling 
with  much  good  humour ;  and  afterwards  many  of  them  came  and  fat  with  me  in 
the  codee-houfe.  The  top  of  the  hill  had  been  fortified,  and  I  faw  there  two  or  three 
fepulchral  grots  ;  I  obfcrved  alfo  a  ciftcrn  built  above  ground  in  two  oblong  fquare 
compartments,  and  cafed  with  brick.  As  there  arefo  many  antiquities,  I  fliould  rather 
take  this  to  be  Lagen.x',  where  there  was  a  temple  to  Hecate,  in  which  there  were 
yearly  very  confiderable  meetings  ;  and  it  is  very  probable  that  the  old  name  of  the 
China  was  Lagena,  that  the  town  and  country  had  its  name  from  it ;  and  that  when 
Lagenas  is  mentioned  in  the  way  from  Phyfcus  to  Tralles,  the  country  is  meant  and 
not  the  town. 

From  China,  we  eroded  over  to  the  fouth  fide  of  the  plain,  and  came  to  the  ruins 
of  an  antient  city  called  Arabihilfar,  which  may  be  Alinda,  the  place  of  refidence  of 
Ada,  queen  of  Caria,  who  had  nothing  left  her  by  the  Perfians  but  this  city ;  and 
probably  her  kingdom  was  confined  to  this  fmall  plain ;  but  this  queen  going  to  meet 
Alexander,  gave  her  city  to  him,  and  adopted  him  for  her  fon,  who  left  the  place  under 
her  government,  and  afterwards  reftored  all  Caria  to  her  *.  The  city  was  on  two 
high  hills ;  from  one  of  them  the  eaftern  walls  went  down  to  the  plain,  and  were 
carried  on  to  the  north  for  near  half  a  mile  ;  then  turning  to  the  weft  for  a  quarter 
of  a  mile,  paded  to  the  north  of  a  remarkable  building,  which  I  fliall  mention ;  they 
then  turn  to  the  fouth,  and  go  to  the  top  of  the  other  hill,  from  which  they  come 
down  on  the  eaft  of  it,  and  join  the  walls  on  the  firft  hill.  On  the  fouth  fide  of  this 
hill  there  is  a  theatre,  the  infide  and  the  front  are  almoft  entirely  deftroyed  ;  there 
was  an  arched  entrance  into  it  on  each  fide  near  the  front ;  and  I  obferved  that  the 
wall  in  the  front  of  the  theatre  was  built  in  a  very  particular  manner.  In  the  plain 
towards  the  fouth  fide  of  the  city  there  is  a  building,  the  grand  front  was  to' the  fouth, 
and  from  the  plainnefs  of  the  bafe,  I  fuppofe  it  was  of  the  Doric  order.  There  are 
heaps  ot  ruins  within  on  every  fide,  except  to  the  front,  as  if  there  had  been  feats, 
built  after  the  theatrical  manner  like  (teps,  which  is  a  reafon  to  conjecture  that  this 
place  ferved  for  lome  public  meeting  ;  there  appears  to  have  been  a  grand  colonnade 
to  it  from  the  eaft,  and  probably  there  was  another  from  the  welt,  both  running 
parallel  with  the  front ;  there  are  many  ruins  about  this  building,  v/hich  feems  to  have 
had  an  enclofure  round  it ;  and  between  it  and  the  hill  are  ruins  of  a  ftrong  built  church. 
All  thefe  works  are  of  a  brown  fort  of  granite,  which  is  not  beautiful. 


*  The  I'upplcmcnt  to  Quintuj  Curtius,  Strabo,  xiv.  p.  657.  andPtol.v,  a. 
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From  this  place  vre  went  about  a  league  fouth-we/l  in  the  plain,  crofled  feme  low 
hills  to  the  weft,  and  came  again  to  the  bridge  over  the  China,  which  we  had  paffed  to 
MclafTo,  and  returned  to  Guzelhiffar  the  fame  way  we  came  ;  I  was  here  recommended 
to  a  Sciote,  a  phyfician  fettled  in  this  city,  who  aflifted  me  in  every  thing  which  lav  in 
his  power,  and  conducted  me  to  the  mofolem  or  governor,  to  whom  1  had  a  letter, 
who  treated  me  with  much  civility,  and  oflcred  to  fend  a  man  with  me  to  Sultanhiffar 
and  Nafley. 

Chap.  X.  —  Of  Tralles  and  Nyfa  in  Caria. 

I  SET  out  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  February  from  Guzelhiflar,  and  went  ten  miles 
eaftward  to  a  village  called  Suitanhiffar,  near  which,  on  a  height  at  the  foot  of  the 
mountain,  the  antient  town  ot  Tralles  was  fituatcd ;  it  was  divided  into  two  parts  by  a 
ftream  that  runs  in  a  very  deep  bed.  This  city  is  faid  to  have  been  built  by  fome 
Thracians  and  people  from  Argos ;  there  are  appearances  in  it  of  very  great  buildings, 
efpecially  two  in  tiie  higheft  parts  of  the  city  ;  that  to  the  eafl:  feems  to  have  been  a 
large  temple,  and  the  other  a  caftle  to  defend  the  afcent,  with  fome  large  public 
building  adjoining  to  it.  On  the  eaftern  part  alfo  there  are  remains  of  a  grand  portico 
of  two  rows  of  pillars  round  an  area,  which  is  about  a  hundred  paces  fquare  ;  and  on 
the  eaft  fide  of  the  weftern  part  is  a  theatre,  built  on  the  fide  of  the  hill,  and  fronting 
to  the  foulh  ;  It  is  very  lai-ge,  and  feems  to  have  had  fifty  degrees  of  feats  in  it ;  there 
are  arches  above  it  to  the  weft,  which  probably  belonged  to  fome  grand  building,  and 
further  weft  there  are  ruins  of  a  fuburb,  extending  a  confiderable  way,  where  the 
ground  is  not  fohigh. 

We  went  the  fame  evening  to  a  town  called  Naflee  by  the  Greeks,  and  Naflalee  by 
the  Turks,  which  muft  have  its  name  from  the  antient  city  Nyfa,  that  was  at  fome  dif- 
tance  between  the  hills  to  the  north.  I  faw,  in  the  way  between  SultanhilTar  and  Naflee, 
many  ftones  of  antient  buildings,  fet  up  in  the  Turkifh  burial  places,  which  may  be 
ihe  remains  of  the  temple  of  Pluto  and  Juno,  that  were  at  a  village  called  Acharaca, 
where  there  was  alfo  a  grove  dedicated  to  Pluto,  and  an  extraordinary  cave  called 
Charonium,  the  air  of  which,  in  fome  parts,  was  good  for  feveral  difeafes  ;  though  in 
one  fpot  it  was  mortal  to  any  animal  that  breathed  it :  I  could  learn  nothing  concerning 
this  cave,  ouly  on  my  departure  I  was  hiformed  that  there  is  a  cave  there,  which  went 
a  great  way  under  ground.  1  was  here  recommended  to  the  aga,  and  to  one  of  the 
Greek  church. 

To  the  north  of  Naflee  the  high  mountains  of  Mefogis  retire  to  the  north,  and  form 
a  femicircle,  i\\  which  there  is  a  ridge  of  high  fandy  hills  that  run  from  eaft  to  weft  : 
about  half  a  mile  in  between  thefe  hills  are  ruins  of  fome  antient  town,  which,  I  fup- 
pofe,  to  be  Nyfa  or  Nyfla,  faid  to  have  been  hihabited  by  people  of  Lacedtcmonian 
extradion  ;  there  are  very  little  remains  of  it,  except  feveral  well-built  arches,  moftly 
under  ground  ;  it  appears  that  the  city  was  on  both  fides  of  a  ftream,  as  it  is  defcribed  ; 
on  the  weft  fide  of  it  there  are  remains  of  a  building,  which  feems  to  have  been  a  tem- 
ple. On  a  very  high  fummit  of  the  hill,  over  the  city,  there  are  fome  walls,  which 
may  be  Aromata,  faid  to  be  on  the  mountain  over  the  city  ;  this  place  was  famous  for 
good  wine.  'i"he  town  of  Naflee  being  near,  and  the  hills  being  fb  fandy,  without  any 
jiones  for  building,  feems  to  be  the  reafon  why  there  is  fo  little  to  be  feen  of  this  city,  in 
which  there  was  a  theatre,  gymnafium,  forum,  and  fcnatc-houfe.  The  village  of 
Maftaura  was  probably  near  the  city  ;  for  there  is  one  now,  wi'.ich  is  at  the  entrance  in 
between  the  hills,  called  Maftauro,  and  thefe  ruins,  from  the  village  near,  are  called 
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Maftaura-Kalefi  [The  caflle  of  Maftaura].  I  met  with  an  infcriptioti,  in  which  men- 
tion  is  made  both  of  a  perfon  of  Maftaura,  and  alfo  of  the  N\  fcans.  Strabo  fays,' 
there  was  a  place  called  Limon,  thirty  (hidia  from  Nyfa,  poinp  acrofs  mount  Megofis 
to  the  north,  where  the  Nyfeans,  and  the  people  of  fome  neighbouring  places  had  th^ir 
meetings,  that  there  was  a  cave  near  it,  which  went  to  that  of  Acharaca,  and  that  fome 
thought  this  place,  called  Limon,  was  the  meadow  Afius,  mentioied  by  Homer. 
Strabo  is  very  particular  concerning  thefc  parts,  having  ftudied  here  under  Menecrates. 
Some  fay  Saint  Gregory  Nyflenus,  brother  of  Sahit  Bafil,  was  bidiop  of  this  place; 
I  know  not  on  what  authority,  for  the  place  of  which  he  was  bifliop  was  Nyflli,  pro- 
bably the  city  of  that  name  on  the  weftern  bounds  of  Cappadocia  j  and  the  people  of 
this  place  writ  themfelves  Nyfeans   [Nuo-airt]  and  not  Nyffemans. 

Six  miles  to  the  ead  is  a  large  village,  called  lacli-Cui,  v/hich,  poffibly,  might  be 
Biula,  another  village  mentioned  by  Str?bo.  The  prefcnt  town  of  Naflee  confiits  of 
two  parts,  half  a  mile  diflant  from  each  other ;  that  to  the  north  is  the  place  where  the 
market  is  held,  and  where  they  have  their  fhops,  it  being  ufiuil  in  finall  places  to  hold 
the  markets  at  fome  diftance  from  the  tovm  or  village,  probably  for  the  greater  fecurity 
of  their  families ;  and  there  being  two  kanes  here,  and  fome  houfes  as  well  as  fliops,  it 
IS  grown  into  a  fort  of  town  called  Naflce-Bazar,  as  the  other  is  c-.lled  Naflee-Boiuke 
[Great  Naflee]  ;  there  are  three  or  four  hundred  Armenians,  and  about  thirty  Greeks, 
who  live  in  the  kanes,  and  are  merchants. 

Cha?.  XI.  —  Of  Antioch  on  the  Maandcr,  and  Aphrodifias  in  Carta. 

I  SET  out  from  Naflee  on  the  fecond  of  March,  and  went  about  four  miles  fouth  to 
the  Rlaeander ;  the  river  being  neither  large  nor  deep  in  this  part,  has  only  a  flight 
wooden  bridge  over  it.  About  a  mile  to  the  fouth  of  the  Mitander,  direftly  oppofite 
to  Naflee,  there  is  a  ruined  place  called  Arpas-kalefi,  which  probably  is  either  Cofcinia 
or  Orthopia,  which  were  great  villages  on  the  fouth  fide  of  that  river ;  it  is  walled 
round,  and  fituated  on  a  hill,  over  a  little  plain,  between  the  mountains  to  the  fouth. 
Turning  to  the  eaft,  we  fl:opped  at  the  houfe  of  the  great  aga  of  this  country,  who  was 
taking  the  diverfon  of  hawking  ;  we  went  to  him,  and  he  defired  us  to  go  to  his  houfe  ; 
when  he  came  home,  he  ordered  a  man  to  go  with  me  to  Geyra.  We  went  to  a  vil- 
kge  two  leagues  further  to  the  eaft ;  it  is  at  the  entrance  of  a  narrow  vale  that  extends 
fouthwards  between  the  hills  :  to  the  eaft  of  this  place  there  is  a  low  hill,  which  ftretches 
from  eaft  to  weft,  and  is  called  lanicherc,  on  which  there  are  ruins  of  the  walls  of  a 
town,  and  a  great  number  of  arches  under  ground  ;  I  take  this  place  to  be  Antioch  on 
the  river  Masander,  which  is  mentioned  as  Ibuth  of  the  river,  and  that  there  was  a 
bridge  over  it  near  the  city  ;  the  territory  of  which  was  on  both  fides  of  the  river  ;  it  was 
formerly  famous  for  figs,  in  which  the  country  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Msander  ftill 
abounds,  as  fcr  as  Guzelhiflar.  The  rivulet,  which  runs  from  the  valley  to  the  eaft, 
is  probably  the  Orfinus  mentioned  by  Pliny,  as  wafliing  this  town.  This  place  is 
remarkable  of  late,  as  it  was  the  fpot  on  wliich  the  famous  rebel  Soloy  Bey  Ogle  was 
cut  otF  in  the  ytar  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  thirty-nine,  with  four  thoufand  of 
his  followers,  by  about  forty  thoufand  foldiers  of  the  Grand  Signor.  Going  about 
eight  miles  to  the  fouth,  along  this  narrow  vale,  we  left  to  the  weft  a  X.o\<n  or  large 
village,  called  Carnjcfu,  which  belongs  to  the  Boftanjees,  and  is  fo  defended  by  the 
deep  beds  of  mountain  torrents,  that  Soley  Bey  could  not  make  himfelf  mafter  of  it : 
there  are  feme  Chriftians  in  the  town.  Turning  to  the  eaft,  and  going  four  miles  in 
a  plain,  which  is  about  two  leagues  long  from  eaft  to  weft,  and  a  league  broad,  I  came 
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to  a  village  called  Gcyra,  towards  the  eaft  end  of  it :  this  place  is  fituated  on  the  fpot 
of  the  antient  Aphrodifias.  The  walls  are  about  two  miles  in  compafs,  of  an  irregular 
triangular  figure,  the  eafl  fide  of  the  town  being  very  narrow  ;  they  feem  to  have  been 
for  the  mofl  part  deflroyed,  and  rebuilt  out  of  the  ruins  of  the  antient  fabrics,  which 
appear  to  have  been  very  magnificent ;  there  are  three  gates  of  the  city  remaining  ;  one 
to  the  weft,  and  two  to  the  eaft.  In  the  middle  of  the  city  there  is  a  fmall  hill,  in  the 
fide  of  which  there  was  a  theatre,  now  almoll  entirely  ruined ;  there  are  remains  of 
an  arched  entrance  to  it,  about  the  middle  of  the  north  fide,  and  of  fome  arches  at 
each  end  of  it,  on  which  the  feats  were  probably  built.  The  very  fummit  of  the  lull 
feems  to  have  been  a  fortrefs  ;  for  this  hill,  and  fome  public  buildings  near,  appear  to 
have  been  enclofcd  with  a  very  ftrong  wall,  cafed  with  fmall  hewn  Itone,  whicn  might 
be  defigned  for  the  greater  fecurity  of  theu-  gods,  and  their  treaiiires.  To  the  north- 
weft  of  this  hill  are  remains  of  a  building,  which  I  take  to  have  been  a  temple  built  to 
Aphrodifia  or  Veuus,  from  which  this  place  might  have  its  name;  and  I  collected  irom 
an  inicription,  that  there  was  fomegoddefs  particularly  worfliipped  here.  This  temple 
is  built  fomething  after  the  manner  of  that  of  Ephefus,  with  large  piers  of  hewn  flone, 
on  which,  it  is  probable,  arches  were  turned ;  and,  by  the  holes  in  the  ftones,  the 
building  appears  to  have  been  cafed  with  marble  ;  it  may  alfo  be  concluded,  from  fome 
remains  near,  that  this  temple  was  of  the  Corinthian  order.  About  a  furlong  to  the 
north-eaft,  there  are  ruins  of  another  moft  magnificent  temple,  which,  I  conjectured, 
was  dedicated  to  Bacchus,  from  an  infcription  there,  mentioning  a  prieft  of  Bacchus, 
and  from  a  relief  of  a  tiger,  and  a  vine,  which  I  faw  among  the  ruins  :  the  walls  of  it 
are  deftroyed,  and  the  ftones  were  probably  carried  away  to  build  the  town  walls;  but 
there  are  two  magnificent  rows  of  fluted  Ionic  pillars  of  white  marble,  v.'hich  are  almoft 
entire  ;  there  are  nineteen  on  each  fide,  four  feet  in  diameter,  and  about  five  feet  apart, 
each  confifting  of  five  ftones;  there  were  five  entrances  at  the  weft  end,  three  of  which 
are  to  the  middle  part  between  the  pillars,  and  one  on  each  fide  ;  from  the  front  there 
was  a  colonnade  of  Corinthian  pillars  of  grey  marble,  one  foot  fix  inches  in  diameter, 
but  it  could  not  correfpond  with  the  magnificence  of  the  lofty  temple  ;  there  was  a  door 
place  at  each  end,  about  thirty  paces  from  thefe  pillars,  with  which,  it  is  probable, 
another  colonnade  ranged  ;  and  iome  paces  further,  at  the  eaft  end,  there  are  two  fluted 
Corinthian  pillars  of  grey  marble,  two  feet  in  diameter,  which  fupport  an  entablature. 
It  is  probable  that  a  row  of  pillars  went  all  round  at  this  dillance ;  and  I  have  great 
reafon  to  think,  that  between  thefe  and  the  temple,  there  were  continued  colonnades 
of  Ionic  pillars,  two  feet  and  a  half  in  diameter,  two-thirds  of  which  were  fluted ;  for 
there  are  a  great  many  of  thefe  pillars  Handing,  particularly  to  the  fouth.  I  concluded, 
that  there  were  above  fifty  from  eaft  to  weft,  and  between  twenty  and  thirty  from 
north  to  fouih,  by  i\i]-)plying  fuch  as  had  fallen  down  between  others  that  were  ftanding  ; 
and  on  all  fides  I  fa\\  rcuKiins  of  fuch  pillars  extending  to  the  theatre  and  the  other 
temple,  all  which  were,  probably,  covered,  and  made  fjwcious  fhady  walks  for  the 
great  number  of  pto]iIe  that  rcforted  to  this  place  to  their  public  games,  as  it  appears 
they  did  by  ilime  inlcriptions  there ;  and  when  it  was  all  entire,  it  mull  have  made  a 
moit  magnificent  ajipearance.  The  middle  part  of  this  temple  had  been  converted  into 
a  church,  there  being  a  fcmicircular  wall  at  the  eaft  end,  built  in  a  dilVercnt  manner 
from  the  reft.  On  the  ndrth  fide  of  the  temple  of  Bacchus  there  is  an  altar  of  grey 
marble,  like  that  at  Ephefus,  refembling  a  large  bafin  with  a  hole  through  it  in  the 
middle,  cut  cxadly  in  the  fame  manner  as  that  in  the  i^avilion  before  mentioned,  near 
Melaflo.  A  furlong  to  the  north-well  there  is  a  Circus,  wliicii  is  femicircular  at  both 
ends;  it  is  entire  within,  had  an  entrance  at  each  end,  and  conlifted  of  twenty-five 
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degrees  of  feats  :  the  city  wall  is  built  againft  it,  in  which  there  are  fome  very  fine  cap- 
tals  of  that  fort  of  Corinthian  order  which  was  ufed  in  Caria,  Towards  the  eafl  end  of 
the  Circus  there  is  a  femicircular  wall,  very  ill  buih,  likethat  of  Ephefus,  which  makes 
a  circle  with  the  eafl  end  ;  whirh  confirms  the  conjeclurc  that  it  was  not  originally  in 
the  Circus ;  poflibly  the  Chriflians  might  make  fuch  an  inclofure,  and  ufe  it  for  a 
church.  In  the  walls  of  the  city,  towards  the  fouth-wcft  corner,  there  are  fome  very 
fme  reliefs,  which  feem  to  have  been  p;u-t  of  a  frieze  ;  they  are  inoflly  Cupids  or  winged 
perfons,  encountering  the  giants  with  fpears,  bows  and  arrows ;  the  latter  are  repre- 
fented  below  with  two  ferpents  inftead  of  feet,  turning  up  like  the  tails  of  tritons  ;  at 
one  end,  Jupiter,  in  a  fmall  figure,  has  one  under  his  feet,  and  is  levelling  his  thun- 
der at  another ;  a  perfon  near  is  drawing  a  bow  at  them,  and  there  is  a  trophy  near 
Jupiter.  There  are  a  great  number  of  marble  coffins  in  this  place,  fome  of  which  are 
fluted,  others  have  figures  of  perfons  round  them  in  mezzo  relieTo,  with  pilafters  on 
each  fide ;  and  there  are  infcriptions  on  fome ;  two  of  them,  which  are  in  the  bed 
taftc,  and  are  fet  in  the  wall  near  the  top,  have  on  one  fide  two  fcltoons  of  very  excel- 
lent workmanfhip ;  in  one  they  are  fupported  in  the  middle  by  a  naked  perfon ;  in 
another  by  a  body  wrapped  up  like  an  Egyptian  mummy.  I  found  an  infcription  here, 
which  calls  Antioch  a  colony  •,  and  another  makes  mention  of  the  Plarafenles,  as 
united  with  the  Aphrodifians,  though  I  cannot  find  any  fuch  people  fpoken  of  by  antient 
authors.  The  village  is  a  poor  place ;  the  Turks  here  make  a  very  flrong,  well 
flavoured  white  wine,  and  drink  of  it  very  plentifully.  Thefe  vines  may  be  of  the  race 
of  thofe  w^hich  they  had  here  when  they  were  worfiiippers  of  Bacchus.  It  is  probable 
they  formerly  had  fome  flaple  commodity  here,  and  that  they  bellowed  great  expences 
on  their  public  games,  in  order  to  make  people  refort  to  a  place  which  v/as  fo  much  out 
of  the  way;  for  I  found  by  a  curious  infcription,  that  great  number  of  cities,  even  as 
far  as  the  Euphrates,  were  partakers  of  their  fports  ;  and  in  another  there  is  a  fort  of 
table  of  the  fees  or  falaries  due  to  the  feveral  officers  who  were  employed  about  the 
games. 

At  Gera  I  went  to  the  houfe  of  the  aga,  a  venerable  old  man,  who  was  one  of  thofe 
public  fpirited  Turks  that  entertains  all  ftrangers.  I  went  out  every  day  to  fee  the 
antiquities,  and  in  the  evening  the  inhabitants  of  the  village  came  and  fat  with  us  ;  they 
were  a  very  fqualid  poor  tribe  of  people,  among  whom  I  fhould  not  have  thought 
myfelf  fafe  if  I  had  not  had  a  letter  from  the  great  aga.  1  fet  out  on  the  feventh  on 
my  return  to  Naflee  ;  the  firfl  night  I  was  generoufly  entertained  by  a  Turk,  at  a  village 
called  Chiflic,  and  arrived  the  next  day  at  Naflee. 

Chap.  Xil.  —  Of  Laodicea  on  the  Lycus. 

WE  fet  out  from  Naflee  on  the  ninth  of  March,  and  went  eaflward  near  the  Ma^an- 
der.  About  fixteen  miles  from  Naflee  the  hills  on  both  fides  come  near  the  river,  and 
opening  again  gradually,  about  three  leagues  farther  there  are  feveral  fources  of  hot 
water  rifing  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  river,  and  in  the  very  bed  of  it,  which  exaftly 
anfwers  to  the  defcription  of  Carura,  a  village  on  the  bounds  of  Phrygia  and  Caria, 
which  was  formerly  full  of  inns,  for  the  convenience  of  travellers,  and  of  thofe  who 
frequented  the  waters,  which  are  only  bathed  in,  and  not  ufed  for  drinking.  This 
place,  as  well  as  the  country  about  it,  was,  and  is  fl:ill,  much  fubjeft  to  earthquakes. 
Strabo  obferves,  that  a  whole  company  of  people  that  lodged  here  were  fvvallowed  up 
by  an  earthquake,  in  the  night.  Oppofite  to  it,  on  the  fide  of  the  hill,  is  another  hot 
water,  from  which  a  fmoke  or  fteam  arifes  as  from  the  others ;  the  hills  are  of  a  red 
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colour,  fo  that,  probably,  they  contain  fome  iron  ore.     Two  leagues  further  the  river 
firll  begins  to  run  near  the  fouthern  mountains,  and  fo  continues  till  it  falls  into  the 
fea  ;  we  eroded  it  in  this  place  on  a  wooden  bridge,  the  hills  open,  and  make  a  large 
plain  four  leagues  wide  every  way,  in  which  the  river  Lvcus  falls  into  the  Maeander. 
Towards  the  fouth-eaft  part  of  this  plain  is  a  town,  called  Dcnizley,  fituatcd  on  a  low 
hill ;  the  old  town  was  deflroyed  about  twenty-five   years  paft  by  an  earthquake,  in 
which  twelve  tliouland  people  perifhed  ;  the  town  extended  alfo  to  another  rifing  ground 
louth  of  it.     Alter  the  earthquake  the  people  began  to  live  at  their  gardens  and  farms, 
and  there  are  only  very  mean  fliops  in  the  town,  which  are  built  of  unburnt  brick  and 
boards.     There  are  about  forty  Armenians  here,  who  Uve  moflly  in  a  kane  together  ; 
there  are  alfo  feveral  Greeks.     The  country  near  the  town  is  much  cultivated  with  vme- 
yards,  they  make  raifms  of  the  grapes,  and  a  fort  of  fyrup  like  treacle,  wliich  they  call 
Becniefs,  and  it  ferves  on  all  occafions  inftead  of  fugar.     There  was  a  temple  of  the 
month  Carus,  between  Laodicea  and  Carura,  and  a  famous  fchool  for   the  fludy  of 
phyfic,  which  might  be  at  this  place,  where   I  faw  fome  ftones  which  had  marks  on 
them  of  the  anticnt  workmanlhip.     To  the  fouth  and  eafl:  of  Denizley  there  are  very 
high  mountains,  covered  with  fiaow,  called  Dag-Baba  [The  father  ofmountdns];  they 
run  eaftward  from  the  neighbourhood   of  Geyra,  and,  turning  to  the  north,  bound 
part  of  the  eall  end  of  this  plain  ;  they  then  extend  again  towards  the  ealt,  and  from 
that  corner  a  chain  of  low  hills  runs  to  the  weft,  and  joins  other  hills,  which  extend  to 
the  high  mountains  further  to  the  weft  than  Denizley  ;  among  thefe  low  hills,  a  league 
direcl.ly  fouth  of  Denizley,  is  Efkihiflar,  the  old  Laodicea  on  the  Lycus,  one  of  the 
feven  churches,  which  is  frequently  mentioned  in  the  Revelations,  and  by  St.  Paul  in 
his  epifllc  to  the  CololTians,  whofe  city  was  near  unto  it.     Thefe  high  mountains  are  the 
antient  mount  Cadmus,  and  where  they  begin  to  bound  this  plain  to  the  fouth  the  hills 
end,  which  had  run  all  along  from  the  fea  to  the  fouth  of  the  Mteander,  and,  I  fuppofe, 
were  all  comprehended  under  the  name  of  mount  Latmus.     The  ruins  of  Laodicea  are 
on  a  low  hill,  about  half  a  mile  long,  and  a  quarter  of  a  mile  broad  ;  to  the  fouth  of  it 
there  is  a  narrow  vale,  which  is  to  the  north  of  the  plain  and  the  Lycus,  that  runs  in  a 
deep  narrow  bed,  about  half  a  mile  from  the  town.     The  city  was  diflinguiflied  by  the 
name  of  this  river,  from  others  of  the  fame  name,  by  the  title  of  Laodicea  on  the  Lycus. 
To  the  eafl  there  is  a  fmall  rivulet,  that  may  be  the  Afopus,  which  is  faid  to  fall  into  the 
Lycus  at  this  place  :  to  the  weft  there  is  another  fmall  ftream,  which  is,  probably,  the 
Caprus ;  for  Pliny  fays,  that  it  was  waflied  by  thefe  two  rivers ;  the  latter  appears  to 
have  been  a  confiderable  llream  from  four  large  piers  of  a  bridge,  built  of  hewn  ftone, 
which  are  now  to  the  eaft  of  the  river  ;  fo  that,  probably,  its  courfe  has  been  diverted 
another  way  by  earthquakes.     The  top  of  the  hill,  on  which  Laodicea  ftood,  is  fome- 
what  uneven,  entirely  uninhabited,  and  appears  like  a  green  field,  except  where  there 
are  remains  of  antient  buildings.     It  was  at  firft  an  uiconfiderable  city,  and  began  to 
flourill-i  after  the  time  of  the  Roman  conquefts  in  thefe  parts;  and  notwithftanding  its 
milerable  defolation,  there  are  remains  in  it  of  very  great  buildings. 

The  eallern  part  of  the  hill  is  lower  than  the  reft,  and  towards  the  north-eaft  corner 
there  appears  to  have  been  an  entrance  up  to  the  city,  and  a  gate ;  for  there  are  rums 
of  a  building  on  each  fide  of  the  way,  which  feems  to  have  been  a  tower  to  defend  the 
entrance ;  and,  in  order  to  ftrengtlien  the  place  on  this  fide,  a  fecond  wall  was  built 
acrofs :  at  the  weft  end  there  feems  to  have  been  another  entrance  between  two  heights  : 
the  north-weft  corner  is  the  higheft  part  of  the  hill,  and  there  are  foundations  of  walls, 
which,  probably,  were  thofe  of  a  fortrefs,  as  it  is  the  ftrongeft  fituation  in  the  whole 
city.     Further  eaft,  between  tliis  building  and  the  theatre,  I  fuppofe,  there  was  another 
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entrance,  as  there  \\'tis  on  the  oppofite  fide  to  the  fouth,  a  little  more  to  the  wefl  than 
the  Circus,  where  there  is  now  a  road  acrofs  the  hill.     There   are  remains  of  three 
buildings  along  the  middle  of  the  hill,  tv,vo   of  them  appear   like  temples,  built  with 
large  piers,  on  which  arches  were  turned  ;  the  whole  wascafed  with  marble  ;  and  part 
of  one  of  the  piers  is  ftill  cm-ered  with  white  marble;  in  the  eaftcrn  building  I  law  an 
Ionic  entablature ;  the  other,  which  is  to  the  weft  of  them,  was  an  oblong  fquare 
building,  which  for  the  moft  part  fecnis  to  have  been  open,  and  had  a  colonnade  on 
each  fide,  there  being  great  remains  of  an  entablature,  and  no  figns  of  a  wall,  except 
at  each  end  ;  it  is  fifty  feet  wide,  and  a  hundred  and  eighty  paces  long.     The  Circus  is 
on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  town,  and  appears  as  if  it  was  hollowed  down  into  the  hill ;  it 
is  not  much  ruined  ;  the  area  within  is  three  hundred  paces  long,  and  ninety  feet  wide  : 
there  arc  twenty-three  feats  remaining,  and   the  ground,  probably,  has   covered  two 
more,  the  ufual  number  being  twenty-five :  there  was  an  arched  entrance  at  each  end, 
eleven  feet  wide.     Towards  the  eaft  end  of  the  Circus  are  remains  of  a  very  grand 
building,  with  doors  from  it,  leading  to  the  galleries  round  the  top  of  the  Circus,  I  faw 
in  it  nvo  pillars,  about  a  foot  and  a  half  in  diameter,  which  appeared  to   me  to  be  of 
oriental  jafpar-agate,  and  if  fo,  muft  be  of  great  value.     There  was  an  enclofed  area  to 
the  north  of  it ;  on  a  lower  ground,  to  the  weft  of  this  building,  there  are  remains  of 
a  colonnade  leading  to  it.  North  of  this  are  the  ruins  of  a  building  like  a  theatre,  which, 
from  the  dimenfions,  I  take  to  be  an  odeum,  or  mufic  theatre.     I  could  fee  but  eight 
degrees  of  feats,  though   I  have  reafon  to   think  there   were   twenty ;  the  diameter 
between  the  feats  was  but  fcventv'^-fcven  feet  and  a  half,  and  the  fpace  which  the  feats 
took  up  on  each  fide  was  thirty  feet ;  fo  that  the  whole  diameter  was  a  hundred  and 
thirty-fevcn  feet  fix  inches  :  there  were  three  entrances  in  the  front,  that  in  the  middle 
was  twenty  feet  wide,  and  the  other  two  twelve,  and  were  divided  by  two  piers  about 
fix  teet  high,  on  which  there  were  two  Corinthian  pilafters  on  every  fide;  there  is  a 
relief  of  a  head,  in  the  middle  of  the  capital,  inftead  of  the  rofe  ;  1  (hould  conjefture, 
that  a  couplet  of  pillars  was  creded  on  each  of  them,  as  well  as  on  two  others,  on  the 
fides  of  the  narrow  entrances  ;  they  were  probably  of  the  Compofite  order  ;  for  I  faw 
near  this  place  a  Compofite  capital,  finely  wrought,  reprefenting  a  vafe  covered  with 
leaves,  and  fruit  round  at  the  top  of  it  hke  peaches,  inltcad  of  eggs  and  darts.     From 
the  carvings  which  I  faw  about  the  building,  it  appears  to   have  been  adorned  in  the 
higheft  manner. 

On  the  north  fide  of  the  hill  there  is  a  theatre,  fronting  weft\vard  to  the  ftreet  that 
led  into  the  city  ;  there  are  no  remains  of  the  front  of  it,  and  the  feats  are  broke  down 
at  both  ends  ;  the  other  parts  are  not  much  ruined,  being  built  up  the  hill ;  the  diame- 
ter of  it  within  the  feats  is  fixty-feven  feet ;  there  were  about  forty-three  degrees  of 
feats,  and  eleven  defcents  down  from  the  top,  which  are  two  feet  wide,  and  the  upper- 
moft  are  about  fifty-five  feet  apart ;  thofe  ddccnts  are  made  by  dividing  each  feat  into 
two  ftcps.  To  the  eaft  of  this  is  a  very  grand  theatre,  the  feats  being  about  three 
quarters  of  a  circle  ;  it  feems  to  have  ferved  for  the  ufes  of  an  amphitheatre,  and  fo, 
probably,  did  moft  of  the  theatres  in  the  eaft ;  for  I  do  not  remember  ever  to  have 
feen  in  thefe  parts  what  is  properly  called  an  amphitheatre,  that  is,  an  entire  oval,  or 
round  building.  This  theatre  is  ever)'  v/ay  cut  out  of  the  hill,  except  the  part  to  th.e 
front,  which  opens  to  the  north  ;  the  area  within  the  feats  was  about  a  hundred  and 
ten  feet  in  diameter  ;  there  were  fifty  degrees  of  I'eats  above  the  podium,  or  gallery  at 
the  bottom,  which  is  fifteen  broad,  and  is  now  only  four  feet  above  the  ground  ;  there 
are  feventeen  defcents,  like  thofe  in  the  other  theatre.  There  feems  to  have  been 
much  art  beftowed  on  the  front,  which  was  of  the  Corinthian  order  ufed  in  Caria ; 
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there  was  a  defcent  do\m  from  it  of  above  twenty  feet ;  and,  as  well  as  I  could  judge, 
the  Iteps  made  a  circle  with  the  feats  of  the  theatre,  to  which  I  imagine  they  might 
join  ;  for  the  entrance  being  eight  feet  wide,  the  wall,  thirty-five  feet  on  each  fide  of 
it,  is  bulk  like  a  pedeftal,  and  makes  a  fegment  of  a  circle,  the  die  of  which  pedeftal 
or  baf-mcnt  wus  riclily  adorned  with  reliefs ;  from  this  there  extended,  on  each  fide, 
in  a  ftraight  line,  a  colonnade  of  fquare  pillars,  nine  in  number,  covered  with  femi- 
cipcular  pi  aflers,  being  about  two  feet  thick,  and  five  feet  two  inches  apart ;  this  fecms 
to  have  been  a  grand  portico  on  each  fide  of  the  entrance  :  before  the  front  there  lies  a 
ftatue  of  a  woman  ten  feet  long  ;  the  drapery  of  it  is  very  fine  ;  the  garments,  being 
long,  almofl;  covered  the  feet ;  and  three  feet  below  the  neck  the  vefl:  hangs  over,  as  if 
tied  about  the  loir.s  ;  and  fix  inches  lower  the  garment  hangs  over  again  in  the  fame 
manner ;  the  whole  is  beautifully  executed  ;  the  head  feems  to  have  been  of  another 
piece,  there  being  a  focket  for  it  to  go  in,  and,  probably,  it  v/as  of  a  more  coftly 
material-  At  the  fouth-weft  corner  of  the  city  there  are  fome  fmall  ruins  of  a  church, 
in  which  are  fragments  of  a  pillar  or  two  of  dark  grey  marble,  of  the  Cipolino  kind. 
Bdow  the  church,  to  the  fouth,  are  remains  of  many  (lone  coffins,  where,  it  is  to  be 
fupjjcfed,  they  depofited  their  dead. 

There  being  no  water  on  this  hill,  the  city  was  fupplied  by  an  aqueduft,  which  run 
along  the  fide  of  the  hills  from  the  fouth,  and  conveyed  tlie  water  from  fome  ftreams 
wliich  come  from  mount  Cadmus ;  it  was  carried  through  a  valley  on  fome  arches, 
which  are  now  ruined,  and  eroding  a  hill,  partly  on  the  ground,  and  partly  on  arches, 
it  was  carried  througli  the  vale,  and  up  the  hill  on  which  the  city  (lands.  The  water 
runs  in  a  channel  two  feet  in  diameter,  bored  through  ftones,  which  are  about  three 
feet  fquare,  being  let  into  one  another,  and  the  refervoir  of  water  fecms  to  have  been 
at  the  end  of  the  grand  building  over  the  Circus  ;  for  a  wall  remains  there,  which  is 
incrulted  with  petrifications  from  the  droppings  of  the  water.  Strabo  fays,  he  was 
informed,  that  tlie  waters  of  Laodicea  were  of  the  nature  of  thofe  of  llierapolis  in 
making  thefe  petrifications,  which  is  alfo  feen  in  the  arches  and  pipes ;  the  latter  have 
an  incrufiation  on  the  infide,  three  or  four  inches  thick,  and  the  arches  are  loaded 
with  this  rock-work.  Strabo  alfo  takes  notice,  that  the  fheep  about  Laodicea  are 
exceedingly  black,  which  is  very  true^  three  parts  of  them  being  black  in  all  the 
country  from  Naflee  to  this  place,  and  fome  of  them  are  black  and  white  like  the 
Ethiopian  Iheep. 

Chap.  XIII.  —  0/  HicrapoUs  in  Great  Phrygia. 

OPPOSITE  to  Laodicea,  about  a  league  to  the  north  of  the  river  Lycus,  are  the 
remains  of  llierapolis,  mentioned  by  Saint  Paul,  in  his  epitlle  to  the  Coloifians,  which 
had  its  name  from  the  great  number  of  temples  that  were  antiently  in  the  city ;  it  is 
now  called  Pamhouk-lvalefi  [The  Cotton  Caltle]  :  it  is  fituated  on  a  flat  fpot  on  the 
foot  of  a  mountain,  the  walls  of  it  extending  up  the  fide  of  the  hill,  and  is  about  a 
mile  and  a  half  in  circumference.  This  city  is  pluced  by  Ptolemy  iu  Great  Phrygia, 
tliough  Strabo  fpeaks  of  it  under  Lydia,  among  thofe  cities  which  were  ot  a  nii.\ed 
race.  Philadelphia,  now  called  Allaclhahar,  which  is  about  thirty  miles  to  the  north, 
was  in  Lydia.  Tripolis,  which  was  between  Hierapolis  and  Philadelphia,  is  placed  by 
Ptolemy  in  Caria ;  and  on  a  medal  publilhed  by  Spanheim,  it  is  called  I'ripolij  on  the 
Ma;ander ;  fo  that,  probably,  it  was  on  tiie  nortli  fide  of  tliis  river,  where  it  runs 
between  thehiils;  and  as  Laodicea,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  thr  Lycus,  is  in  Caria,  and 
Hierapolis  in  Phrygia,  it  is  probable  thiit  the  country  between  the  Lycus  and  Mxander 
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was  in  Great  Phrygia.  Tripolis  is  put  down  iii  the  Tables  as  twelve  miles  from  Hiera- 
polis,  in  the  road  to  Philadelphia ;  and,  I  fuppofe,  it  was  at  Oftravcn,  which  is  about 
that  diftance,  where,  I  was  informed,  there  arc  feme  ruins.  Tripolis  was  no  incon- 
fidcrable  place  ;  for  there  are  fcveral  medals  of  it  found  in  thefe  parts.  Between  Hie- 
rapolis  and  Philadelphia  was  the  country  called  Catakckaumene,  reckoned  to  be  a  part 
of  M\  fia,  or  Maeonia  ;  it  was  a  fandy  burnt  foil,  producing  only  vines  ;  it  is  fuppofed 
to  have  fuft'ered  by  volcanos,  and  was  computed  to  be  fixty-two  miles  long  and 
fifty  broad. 

At  a  fmall  diftancc  to  the  cafl:  of  the  walls  of  Hierapolis  there  is  a  deep  bed  of  a 
winter  torrent,  over  which  there  are  ruins  of  a  bridge  built  on  the  rock,  which  feems 
to  have  ferved  for  an  aqueduft,  and  to  have  confided  of  two  arches,  one  over  another, 
twentA'-five  feet  wide.  At  the  afcent  between  this  and  the  town  there  are  fome  ftone 
coffins  and  fepulchral  buildings ;  moll  of  the  latter  are  fmall,  having  a  door  at  the 
end,  and  a  pediment  in  front ;  fo  that  they  appear  like  little  temples ;  within  tlicm, 
about  half  wav  up,  are  ftone  benches  to  lay  the  bodies  on,  which  were  alfo  depofitcd 
under  them;  one  of  the  fepulchral  monuments,  which  is  more  grand  th;m  the  refl, 
confifts  of  a  wall  built  to  a  rifmg  ground,  and  adorned  with  five  pilaflers,  fupporting 
a  grand  entablature ;  on  the  other  fide  the  ground  is  as  high  as  the  entablature,  on 
which  there  is  a  Greek  infcription  ;  two  of  the  fpaces  between  the  pilaflers,  half  way 
from  the  top,  are  cut  in  holes  in  figures  of  lozenges  and  half  lozenges,  like  windows, 
though  there  does  not  appear  to  be  any  apartments  within,  nor  is  there  any  vifible 
entrance. 

At  fome  diflance  from  the  weft  fide  of  the  town  there  are  a  great  number  of  fepul- 
chral buildings,  and  flone  coffins,  extending  for  half  a  mile.  A  hundred  and  fixty 
paces  from  the  weft  gate  of  the  city  there  is  a  colonnade  of  pillars,  two  feet  fquare,  on 
which  there  are  femicircular  pilaftcrs ;  it  extends  a  hundred  and  fifty  paces,  and  leads 
to  a  building  which  is  in  a  bad  talle,  and  I  fuppofe  to  be  a  triumphal  arch,  from  an 
infcription  over  it,  in  honour  of  fome  emperor  ;  it  confifts  of  three  arches,  and  a  round 
tower  on  each  fide  of  it.  To  the  north  and  fouth  there  are  two  or  three  fmall  buildings, 
and  feveral  others  in  a  line  from  them  towards  the  eaft  ;  they  extend  about  a  hundred 
paces  to  the  remains  of  a  very  magnificent  church,  to  which  there  is  no  entrance  on 
that  fide.  I  conjecture  that  thefe  buildings  are  alfo  fepulchral.  The  church  is  built 
with  large  piers,  on  which  there  are  arches  turned,  as  in  the  antient  temples  ;  and  from 
this  building  the  fepulchres  extend  weftward  ;  fome  of  them  are  built  like  thofe  already 
defcribed ;  others  like  large  fquare  pedeftals ;  and  the  tops  of  feveral  of  them  are 
covered  with  ftone  coffins,  of  which  Ukewife  there  are  a  great  number.  I  faw  alfo 
two  or  three  circular  inclofures,  with  an  oblong  fquare  room  built  under  ground,  like 
thofe  near  Smyrna,  and  covered  over  only  with  three  long  ftones ;  and  fo  are  many  of 
the  other  buildings ;  fome  being  worked  like  an  arch,  others  hke  a  roof,  ending  in  an 
angle  at  top ;  on  many  of  thefe  there  are  infcriptions,  but  being  built  of  a  freeftone, 
they  are  for  the  moft  part  defaced.  There  are  alfo  ruins  of  another  magnificent  church 
to  the  eaft  of  the  hot  waters. 

On  the  fide  of  the  hill  which  is  to  the  north  of  the  city,  there  is  a  very  beautiful 
theatre,  which  fronts  to  the  fcuth,  and  is  the  moft  perfect  I  havefeen  ;  for  though  the 
front  ot  it  is  a  little  ruined,  yet  fo  much  remains,  that  one  may  judge  in  what  maimer 
it  was  built ;  it  had  thirteen  arched  entrances,  five  of  which  opened  to  the  front  of  the 
area,  and  four  on  each  fide  in  the  femicircle.  There  is  a  gallery  round  the  theatre, 
above  which  there  are  twenty-five  feats,  and  1  fuppofe  that  there  were  as  many  below 
it ;  though  the  ground  is  fo  much  rifen,  that  there  are  but  few  to  be  feen  at  prefent : 
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the  theatre  Is  not  entirely  hollowed  Into  the  hill ;  and  there  are  two  entrances  from  the 
gallery  on  each  fide  near  the  front  to  the  arches  on  which  the  feats  are  built,  and  from 
one  of  them  on  each  fide,  tliere  k  a  defcent  down  to  one  of  the  doors  in  the  front ; 
and  there  arc  fevcn  defcents  down  the  feats  from  the  top,  as  defcribed  in  foine  other 
theatres ;  the  door  frames  witliin,  which  are  of  white  marble,  are  beautifully  carved, 
and  there  are  fragments  of  fine  reliefs  cut  on  white  marble,  in  which  combats  are 
reprefentcd,  which  confirms  the  corijedture,  that  the  theatres  ferved  lor  fuch  diverfions 
as  well  as  for  afting. 

The  warm  waters  here  are  the  frreateft  natural  curiofities  in  Afia ;  they  rife  to  the 
fouth  of  the  theatre  in  a  deep  bafon,  and  are  very  clear ;  they  are  only  tepid,  have  the 
tafte  of  the  Pyrmont  waters,  but  are  not  fo  flrong,  and  mufl  have  in  them  a  great 
quantity  of  fulphur  ;  they  do  not  drink  them,  tliough  I  could  not  perceive  either  fait  or 
vitriol  in  the  tafle  of  them  to  make  them  unwholefome.     The  fprings  flow  fo  plentifully 
that  they  make  a  confiderable  ftream  ;  it  is  obferved  by  the  anticnts,  that  thefe  waters 
were  excellent  for  dying,  and  that  the  roots  of  the  trees  at   this  place  gave  a  tinflure 
equal  to  the  fcarlet  and  purple,  and  now  there  are  flirubs  growing  about  the  hill,  the 
roots  of  which  are  incrufted  with  a  petrification  of  thefe  waters,  which  might  be  ufed 
in  dying.     The  water  now  runs  in  channels  about  three  feet  wide,  which  are  incrulled 
on  each  fide  to  the  thicknefs  of  about  half  a  foot.     The  fide  of  the  hill,  where  the 
water  runs,  is  covered  with  a  white  incruftation,  and  the  channels  which  conveyed  it 
through  the  city  into  the  plain  are  entirely  filled  up,  as  well  as  the  arches  of  the  aque- 
dud,  all  appearing  like  the  folid  rock ;  and  I  obferved,  towards  the  brow  of  the  hill, 
fome  hollow  parts,  where  the  rain  water  has  fettled,  round  which  there  are  partitions 
of  a  white  fulphureous  incruftation,  probably  occafioned  by  the  motion  of  the  water  in 
windy  weather ;  and  in  fome  parts  there  iure  little  heaps,  which  appear  like  white  fait, 
but  arc  folid  ftone.     In  one  part,  where  the  water  runs  down  the  hill,  it  forms  a  moft 
beautiful  hanging  petrification  like  rock  work  ;  the  fide  of  the  hills  below  appearing  as 
■white  as  fnow ;  and  pofiibly  they  might  call   this  place  Pambouk-Kalefi  [The  cotton 
cafilc],  from  the  refemblance  of  its  whitenefs  to  that  of  cotton.     There  are  ruins  of 
walls,  and  a  colonnade  round  the  bafon  of  water,  and   remains  of  porticos,  and  other 
buildings  about  it :  and  to  the  north  of  the  water  there  is  an   oblong  fquare  building, 
which  leemsto  have  had  an  open  colonnade  to  the  bafon  ;  it  is  built  in  a  very  particular 
manner,  as  if  it  was  defigned  for  the  reception  of  fiatues,  and  is,  without  doubt,  the 
temple  of  Apollo  mentioned  by  Photius,  as  built  near  the  lake  or  bafon.     To  the  fouth 
of  the  waters  there  are  great  remains  of  moft  magnificent  baths,  confifting  of  a  large 
court,  with  a  portico  of  fquare  pillars  at  each  end  ;  thefe  pillars,  and  fome  others 
which  I  faw,  are  very  curious ;  they  refemble  the  jallo  Antico,  or  that   of  Siena,  and 
feem  to  be  a  natural  compofition  of  pieces  of  marble,  and  of  this  yellow  petrification  ; 
this  mixiure  may  be  accidental,  or  might  have  been  made  by  putting  marble  in  places 
where  this  w  fer  run,  in  order  to  be  inclofed  by  this  curious  petrificati(m.     The  rooms 
for  the  baths  to  the  fouth  of  this  area  are  very  fpacious,  and  covered  with  arches. 
Another  grcai  curiofity  here  was  what  they  called  Plutonium,  a  cave,  out  of  which  a 
vapour  exh.akd,  that  was  mortal  to   animals,  like   that  at  Piermount,  and,  I  fuppofe, 
for  the  fame  reafon,  the  waters  here  being  of  the  fame  nature.     They   promifed  to 
ihew  me  this  place,  but  brought  me  to  a  deep  hole  full  of  water  near  the  bafon,  which 
was  more  ftrongly  impregnated  with  the  mineral ;  but  it  had  no  manner  of  efled  on  a 
bird  which  I  put  on  the  v>ater.     They  fay  the  water  is  exceedingly  deep,  and  that  for- 
merly it  was  noxious.    It  it  agreed  with  the  fituation  defcribed  by  Sirabo,  I  Ihould  have 
thought  that  this  wiis  the  cavern,  and  that  it  had  been  filled  with  water,  by  a  fpring 
vol.  X.  45  breaking 
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breaking  into  it ;  but  as  he  dcfcribcs  it  under  the  brow  of  the  hill,  in  a  fqur.re  inclofurc: 
of  about  lialf  an  acre,  it  might  be  a  place  to  the  fouth-weft  of  the  baths,  where,  below 
the  brow  of  the  hill,  there  is  a  high  wall,  which  runs  from  the  hill  to  the  fouih,  and 
then  turns  to  the  weft,  the  water  having  been  divcrtetl  to  it,  probably,  on  purpofe  to 
cement  the  building,  which  looks  like  the  natural  rock,  though,  when  I  was  oa  the 
fpot,  as  this  ditl  nut  occur  to  me,  fo  I  did  not  examine  into  the  truth  of  it ;  and  if  it 
was  here,  it  is  probable  the  hole  is  cither  filled  up,  or  that  fuch  a  vapour  does  not  at 
prefent  proceed  from  it,  as  it  is  a  thing  that  is  not  known. 

1  went  from  Uenizley  to  fee  Laodicea  and  Pambouk,  having  taken  up  my  quarters 
there  in  one  of  the  u\o(t  private  coffee  houfes.  The  oflicer  here  came  to  denir.ud  the 
harach,  or  yearly  tax  upon  Chriftians,  on  which  I  produced  my  firman,  which, 
according  to  cultom,  was  carried  to  the  cadi,  who  faid,  if  1  would  pay  him  a  fum, 
amounting  to  about  as  much  as  the  harach,  I  fiiould  not  be  obliged  to  pay  that  tax, 
and,  on  uiy  refufal,  he  gave  orders  that  I  fliould  not  be  furniihed  with  horfes  to  go  on  ; 
upon  this  1  applied  to  the  aga,  who  did  me  juftice,  and  was  fo  generous  as  not  to 
accept  of  a  prefent  which  I  feni  to  him  as  a  mark  of  my  gratitude. 

Chap.  XIV.  —  Of  Colojfe,  Apamca,  Cibotus,  and  Syiinada,  in  Great  Phrygia. 

FROM  Denizley  we  continued  on  our  journey  to  thenorth-eaft,  and  went  by  a  large 
ftream  called  Sultan  Emir,  which  1  take  to  be  the  river  Cadmus ;  it  runs  near  that 
corner  of  the  mountains,  from  which  the  hills  of  Laodicea  begin,  and  falls  into  the 
Lycus,  about  a  league  to  the  eaft  of  that  city.  At  the  bridge,  where  we  pafled  over 
the  Lycus,  there  is  an  antient  well-built  kane,  called  Accan  ;  it  is  of  white  marble,  and 
was,  doubtlefs,  built  out  of  fome  antient  ruin.  I  faw  a  head  of  a  ftatue  in  the  walls, 
a  relief  of  Medufa's  head,  and  another  ftone  with  a  relief  on  it  of  two  dragons.  Mount 
Cadmus  turns  here  to  the  eaft,  and  runs  fo  for  about  fix  miles  ;  at  the  northern  foot  of 
it  there  is  a  rock  with  a  caftle  on  it,  which,  with  a  village  below  it,  has  the  name  of 
Konous.  This  was  the  ftrong  hold  of  Solcy  Bey,  where  he  generally  refided,  and  had 
eleven  cannon  for  his  defence  :  it  is  thought  to  be  Colofse,  mentioned  as  near  Laodic.?a  ; 
to  the  inhabitants  of  which  city  Saint  Paul's  epiftle  to  the  Coloftians  is  addreffed.  All 
over  the  plain  there  are  fmall  chonnels  made  for  the  water  to  pafs,  which  are  now  dry, 
but  they  arc  incrufted  like  thofe  of  Pambouk  ;  they  are  on  a  high  ground  over  the  vale, 
which  extends  to  the  hills;  this  high  ground,  in  one  place,  makes  a  femicircle  over 
the  valley,  and  the  bed  of  a  river,  which  runs  in  it ;  acrofs  this  fpot  there  is  a  row  of 
ftones  fet  up  an  end  for  about  half  a  mile,  which  could  not  be  for  defence,  for  there 
are  no  ruins  of  a  wall ;  but  finding  to  the  north  of  them  graves  made  in  the  ground, 
with  ftones  like  thefe  fet  up  an  end  at  them,  and  fome  little  pillars  crowned  with 
pyramids,  I  conjeftured  that  fuch  tombs  were  likewife  under  thefe,  which  might  be 
made  in  a  line  in  this  regular  manner.  To  the  fouth  of  thefe  and  of  the  rivulet  there 
is  a  high  fquare  piece  of  ground,  which  fecms  to  have  been  regularly  laid  out  for  a  for- 
tification, the  banks  all  round  being  like  a  hanging  ground;  and  there  is  an  afcent  to 
it  on  the  north  fide,  over  which  there  is  a  raifed  work  ;  it  is  a  plain  fpot,  on  which 
there  are  no  ruins,  and  the  people  fpeak  of  it  as  an  unfinifticd  fortrefs ;  which,  if 
Colofse  was  near,  might  be  defigned  for  a  place  of  defence ;  though  I  could  not  be 
informed  of  any  other  ruins  here. 

A  little  further  the  hills  run  for  about  two  leagues  to  the  north,  and  then  turning 
eaft  again,  they  are  the  fouthern  bounds  of  a  fine  vale  about  a  league  wide,  and  f  ur 
leagues  long,  in  which,  pofiibly,  the  town  Themifonium  might  be  fituated.     On  the 
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fouth  fide  of  the  above-mentioned  hills  there  are  waters  like  thofe  at  Hierapolis,  rifing 
on  the  fide  of  the  hill,  and  running  down  in  the  fame  manner;  they  incrull  it  with  a 
white  petrification  ;  and  on  the  oppofite  fide  there  are  other  hot  waters.     We  came  to 
the  foot  of  the  high  hills  to  the  north  of  this  vale,  where  there  was  an  encampment  of 
Turcomen,  who  breed  camels  and  other  cattle  ;  they  fpoke  kindly  to  iis,  but  we  were 
fcnfible  that  we  were  in  great  danger  from  them  :  when  wc  afcended  the  woody  moun- 
tains, the  janizary  looked  pale,  and  owned  he  never  was  in  fo  great  a  terror ;  for  thefe 
Turcomen,  when  they  attack  people,  (hoot  from  the  woods,  and  travellers  are  wounded 
or  murdered  without  feeing  any  enemy.     We  crofied  over  the  high  hills  to  the  north- 
call,  and  came  to  a  village,  where  we  were  conducted  to  an  urunhabited  houfe,  and  two 
green  heads  foon  brought  us  a  hot  fuppcr,  and  I  treated  the  village  with  coffee.     On 
the  fifteenth  we  went  on  in  this  fmall  plain,  which  leads  to  the  north-weft  into  the  great 
plains  of  the  Mitander,  which  are  from  two  to  three  leagues  wide,  and  above  twenty 
miles  long ;  the  Mceander  runs  along  on  the  weft  fide  of  them  for  about  twelve  miles, 
and  goes  in  between  the  hills,  going,  as  I  fuppofe,  about  fouth-weft,  and  comes  into 
the  plains  of  Laodicea  ;  and,  It  is  probable,  that  between  thefe  hills  were  the  ruins  of 
Tripolis,  as  well  as  that  lake,  which  Strabo  mentions  between  Laodicea  and  Apamea. 
The  Mivandcr  runs  to  the  weft,  at  the  diftance  of  eight  miles  from  the  north  end  of 
the  plain,  turning  fouth  when  It  comes  near  the  weft  fide  of  it ;  It  before  runs  through 
a  plain  joined  by  this,  which  extends  to  the  eaft  ;  that  plain  is  about  two  leagues  wide, 
and  four  long  ;  at  the  eaft  end   of  it  there  is  a  high  hill,  and  a  village  called  Dinglar, 
where  the  Masander  rifes,  and,  as  they  fay,  falls  down  a  hill  from  a  lake  at  the  top  of 
it,  where,  as  I  was  informed,  there  are  fome  ruins,  but  couid  not  have  the  opportunity 
of  a  caravan  to  that  place,  having  travelled  fo  far  in  fafety  without  company.     Strabo 
fays,  the  Ma;ander  rifes  from  a  hill  of  the  Cels;ni,  where,  according  to  LIvy,  there 
was  a  ftrong  fort.     Metropolis  feems  to  have  been  between  this  place  and  Apampa. 
Going  over  the  Maeander,  where  it  crofTes  the  large  plain,  we  lay  at  a  village  on  the 
north  fide  of  it,  and  having  travelled  eight  miles,  came  to  a  town  called  Ifhecleh, 
under  the  hills  which  are  at  the  north  end  of  the  plain,  and,  according  to  Pliny,  had 
the  name  of  Signla.     This  place  Is  fituated  at  the  rife  of  a  river,  which  muft  be  the 
antient  river  Marfyas,  now  called  Ochieufe,  and  confequently  this  muft  be  Apamea 
Cibotus.     A  more  delightful  fcene  cannot  be  imagined  than  the  rife  of  this  river, 
which  flows  out  of  the  foot  of  the  mountain  in  eight  or  nine  ftreams,  fome  of  which 
are  large;  the  water  is  very  clear,  and  all  the  ftreams  foon  unite,  and  run  through  the 
plain  Into  the  Ma;ander.     The  place  is   fo  plcafant,  that   the   poets  fay,  the  nymphs, 
taken  with  the  beauty  of  it,  fettled  on  the  rock  over  the  rife  of  this  river.     Here  alfo, 
they  fix  the   famous  contention  in  the  art  of  mufic   between  Apollo  and  Marfyas. 
Thefe  fables  Strabo  feems  to  place  at  the   rife  of  the  Ma;ander ;  and  Quintus  Curtius 
alfo  defcribes  the  rife  of  the  Ma^ander,  and  applies  It  to  the  Marfyas,  in  faying  that  it 
rifes  from  the  top  of  the  hill,  and  falls  down  the  rocks  with  a  great  noife.     On  the 
whole,  it  is   probable  Cehene  was  here  on  the   hill,  and  Apamea  on  the  plain,  and 
being  a  place  of  great  trade,  the  fuburbs  of  It  might  extend  near  as  far  as  the  Ma;an- 
der ;  and  fome  authors  might  choofe  to  diftlngulfli  it  as  being  on  the  Ma-ander,  which 
was  a  noted  river  ;  and  when  that  river  is  fiiid  to  rife  at  Celane,  it  muft  be  underftood 
of  the  mountain  of  that  name,  though  Strabo  feems  to  place  the  town  Celane  at  the 
rife  of  It,  which,  by  a  fmall  corredion,  may  be  underftood,  that  Celane  was  fome- 
where  on  that  mountain.     There  are  many  difFicultles  in  relation  to  the  account  which 
different  authors  give  of  the  rife  of  thefe   rivers,  and  of  the  towns  about   them;  the 
greateft  is  to  reconcile  the  account  they  give  of  them  as  rifing  from  the  fame  fources, 
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as  they  feenied  to  be  fourteen  miles  apart ;  but  Maximus  Tyrius,  who  was  on  the  fpot, 
feems  to  reconcile  them ;  for  he  fays,  that  they  rife  from  the  fame  fountains,  which, 
by  others,  are  called  a  lake  over  the  head  of  the  Meander ;  fo  that  we  are  to  fuppofe, 
that  the  Mitander  rifes  at  the  lake,  and  that  another  ftream  is  lofl  under  the  hills,  and 
afterwards  comes  out  here  at  the  foot  of  them.     There  are  many  pieces  of  pillars  and 
wrought  ftrnes  here,  and  fome  few  infcriptions  ;  but  moft  of  them  are  imperfecl.     At 
the  fouth  fide  of  the  town  there  are  foundations  of  fome  large  buildingvS,  where  they 
lately  dug  out  a  ftone,  on  which  there  is  an  infcription  that  mcntioiis  the  council  and 
people.     Over  the  town  is  a  very  high  fteep  hill,  on  wl:ich  are  fome  little  remains  of 
the  antient  fortrefs,  which  was  fo  ftrong  by  nature,  that  the  people  of  the  town  going 
to  it  for  refuge,  Alexander  the  Great  could  not  take  it ;  and  the  pcc:pl8  agreeing  to 
furrcnder,  if  Darius  did  not  come  to  their  fuccour  in  fixty  days,  Alexander  thought 
proper  to  wait  fo  long  to  have  it  on  thofe  terms :  it  was  a  fatisfaction   to  buy  at  this 
place  the  medals  of  that  great  man,  though  I  had  them  before,  fuppofmg  they  might 
be  left  here  by  his  army.     The  fecond  name  of  this  city  feems  to  have  been  C'ibotus ; 
and  Antiochus  Soter,  king  of  Syria,  founded  Apamea,  and  brought  the  inhabitants  of 
Celaene  to  it,  which,  probably,  was  on  the  hill  over  the  prefent  town;  and  he  called 
the  new  town  Apamea  from  his  mother ;  which,  to  diRinj^uifh  it  from  other  cities  of 
that  name,  had  the  name  of  Apamea  Cibotus.     PofTibly  the  paffage  of  Strabo  may  be 
corrupted,  which  mentions  Apamea  at  the  mouth  of  the  Marfyas,  which  fhould  have 
been  faid  to  be  at  the  rife  of  it,  bccaufe  he  fays  immediately  after,  the  Marfyas  rifes  at 
the  city,  runs  through  it   and  the  fuburbs,  and  falls  into  the  Mii:ander ;  and  Curtius 
fays,  that,  after  it  has  paffed  the  city,  it  was  called  the  Lycus.     This  place  has  often 
been  deftroyed  by  earthquakes,  and  I  felt  one  there  which  continued  a  confiderable 
time.     Strabo  fuppofes  that  they  were  antiently  worfhippers  of  Neptune,  and  had  their 
name  from  his  fon  Ctelanus  by  Celjuna.     This  river  produces  great  plenty  of  large 
cray  fifh  and  fine  carp  of  an  extraordinary  fize,  both  which  are  fold  at  fuch  low  prices, 
that  the  common  people  eat  them  as  the  cheapcft  food :  there  are  no  Chriftians  in  the 
town,  except  a  few  Armenians,  and  two  or  three  Greeks  who  come  with  their  goods, 
and  lodge  in  the  kanes.     I  faw  here  fome   fragments  of  pillars   of  Cipollmo  marble, 
being  of  a  mod  beautiful  pale  green,  with  a  variety   of  fliades  ;  I  had  feen  of  the  fame 
fort  at  Alexandria  in  Egypt,  and  it  is  probable  the  quarry  is  in  this  country. 

Soley  Bey  was  fo  abfolute  a  mafter  of  Ifliecleh  that  he  put  an  aga  into  it.  I  thought 
it  proper  to  make  a  fmall  prefent  to  the  governor,  and  the  people  were  very  civil.  An 
effentli  of  the  law  came  and  fat  with  me,  and  was  very  inquifitive  about  the  age  of  thefe 
antiquities.  Another  Turk  came  and  informed  me  where  all  the  antiquities  were,  and 
one  of  them  fent  to  me  to  copy  an  infcription  that  was  in  his  houfe ;  and  I  made  this 
obfervation  in  general,  that  the  Turks  are  commonly  a  better  people  where  they  are  at 
a  diftance  from  the  fea,  being  much  exafperated  on  the  fea-coafts  by  the  treatment  of 
the  corfairs. 

The  plain  between  Ifliecleh  and  the  rife  of  the  Maeander  is  bounded  to  the  north  and 
fouth  by  high  hills  ;  in  this  plain  there  is  a  river  that  falls  into  the  Meeander,  called 
Bouarbafha,  which,  probably,  is  the  river  Orgas,  that  is  faid  to  have  fallen  into  the 
Mffiander  above  the  Marfias ;  and  Apolloiiias  Metropolis  might  be  about  that  place, 
as  Sanaos  probably  was  towards  the  fouth  end  of  the  great  plain  we  came  through, 
where  I  faw  many  flones  of  antient  buildings  in  the  Mahometan  burial  places.  I  make 
this  conjecture  from  the  order  in  which  Strr.bo  mentions  the  places  to  the  fouth  of 
the  Ma;ander,  going  from  weft  to  eaft.  llhccleh  is  about  fifty  miles  from  Satalia  in 
Pamphilia,  the  old  Attalia, 

To 
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To  the  eaft  of  the  rife  of  the  Msander  is  that  part  of  great  Phrygia,  called 
Phrygia  Parorius  from  the  mountain.s  of  that  name,  which  run  acrofs  it  from  eafl 
t )  weft  ;  on  the  north  fide  of  them  was  Philomelium,  which  I  take  to  have  been  at 
Sparta ;  on  the  fouth  was  Antioch  of  Pifidia,  which  probably  was  at  Bourdour,  where 
there  are  great  ruins ;  it  is  twelve  miles  from  Si)arta  in  the  way  to  Satalia,  thefe  being 
about  eighteen  miles  apart ;   thefe  places  are  on  the  borders  of  Lycaonia  and  Ifuria. 

On  the  twentieth  we  fet  out  with  the  caravan  from  Ifliecleh,  crofled  over  the  moun- 
tains to  the  north,  and  came  into  a  large  plain  ;  towards  the  north-eaft  corner  of  it  is 
Sandacleh  ;  this  plain  opens   into  another  to  the  fouth-eaft,  which  feems  to  eitend  a 
great  way,  and  which  I  take  lu  be  the  north  part  of  Phrygia  Parorius.     I  conjcfture 
that  Synnada  might  be   fituated  in  this   plain  of  Sandacleh,  though    it   is  rather  too 
large  for  that  which  Strabo  defcribes,   as  only  fixty  fladia,  or  eight  miles  probably  ia 
length.     There  are  not  the  lead  marks  of  any  antiquities  at  Sandacleh,  except  on  a 
hill  to  the  weft  of  the  town,  where  there  are  ruins  of  an  old  caftle,  on  which  there  is  a 
Turkifti  infcription,  and  probably  it  is  a  building  of  the  middle  ages.     A  league  before 
we  came  to  this  town  we  paii'td  by  fprings  of  hot  waters,  and  three   baths  built  at 
them  ;  there  are  here   fome   little  ruins   of  buildings ;  but    I  think   not  confiderable 
enough  for  fuch  a  city  as  Synnada  mult  have  been,  where  the  Roman  conventus  was 
held.     The  hot  waters  before  mentioned  have  a  ftrong  chalybeat  tafte,  feem  to  be  very 
good,  and  are  greedily  drank  by  the  people  of  the  caravan  who  pafs  by ;  Synnada  was 
famous   for  a  quarry   ol  alabaftor*,  and  I  faw  in  thefe  parts  fome  few  pieces  of  the 
whiteft  kind.     We  ftaved  that  night  at  Sandacleh,  and  on  the  twenty-firft  crofled  over 
the  mountains    into  a  fmall  plain  that  would  better  agree  with  the  defcription  of  tliat 
in  which  Synnada  ftood  ;  but  I  could  not  be  informed  of  any  antiquities  about  it.     It 
was  very  cold  frofty  weather,    and  we  afcended  with  great  diihculty  fome  low  moun- 
tains covered  with  fnow,  being  obliged  to  walk  great  part  of  the  day  ;  and  not  having 
"water  with  us,  I  was  fo  exceedingly  thirfty  that  I  drank  of  the  fnow  water  wherever  I 
could  find  it,  which,  without  any   other  eft'ecl,  in  about  three  days,  as  I  imagined, 
caufed  my  arms  to  break  out  in  blifters  in  feveral  parts,  fomething  in  the  manner  of 
St.  Anthony's  fire.     We  came  much  fatigued  to  a  village,  where  they  very  officioufly 
fupplied  us   with  fuel,  and  provided  a  plentiful  fupper,  v\  ithout  expeding  any  return. 
On  the  twenty-fecond  we  defcendcd  the  hills  for  two  hours  into  a  large  plain,  extend- 
ing beyond  view  to  the  eaft,  and  at    the  foot  of  them  came   to  Carahiflar,  towards 
the  fouth-well  corner  of  the  plain. 

Of  Carahiffnr,  the  atitlent  Prymnefta  ;  and  fome  other  places  in  Great  Phrygia. 

CARAHISSAR  is  diftinguiflied  among  the  Turks  by  the  name  of  Aphioum  Caia- 
liiflar,  on  account  of  the  great  quantities  of  aphioum  or  opium  which  is  made  here. 
I  had  great  fatisfacUon  in  finding  by  an  infcription  that  Carahiflar  is  the  antient  Prym- 
nefia  of  Ptolemy,  becaufe  it  is  of  great  ule  in  making  conjeftures  as  to  the  fituation  of 
other  places  mentioned  by  that  authi^r.  This  city  is  connnonly  faid  to  be  halt  way 
lictween  Smyrna  and  Angora,  being  feven  days  journey  from  each,  though  it  is  com- 
puted to  be  a  hundred  and  forty  miles  from  Smyrna,  and  only  a  huri3rcd  and  tour 
from  Angora  ;  it  is  fituated  at  the  foot  of  the  mountiiins  round  a  very  hi^h  rock,  about 
li:df  a  mile  in  circumference,  on  the  top  of  vvliich  they  have  built  a  fortrefs ;  ihe  rock 
is  a  fort  of  baftard  brown  granite  ;  it  is  of  a  black  hue,  from  which  the  town  is  called 

*  White  marble  fpottcd  with  red.     Sec  Fbny.    Tl»c  «l«balUr  was  probably  ftaladitic. 

Carahiflar 
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Carahiffar  [the  black  caflle]  ;  it  is  fo  very  fteep  that  it  would  he  impregnable  if  Tup-. 
jilied  with  provifions  and  water,  and  it  feems  to  be  half  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  perpcn- 
vlicular  height.  The  town  is  near  three  miles  in  circumierencc,  and  it  is  a  great 
thoroughfare,  has  much  trade,  and  good  (hops  provided  with  all  forts  of  things,  being 
in  a  plentiful  country,  and  many  caravans  pafs  through  it.  It  is  the  refidence  of  a 
nalha.  There  are  in  the  city  ten  mofques';  one  of  them  is  a  noble  building,  with  a 
portico  before  it ;  the  whole  being  covered  with  domes.  There  are  neither  Greeks 
nor  Jews  in  the  city,  but  about  fifty  Armenian  families,  befides  feveral  merchants  and 
tradefmen,  who  ftay  here  part  of  the  year,  as  they  do  in  other  towns,  living  in  kancs  ; 
they  have  two  churches,  and  of  late  they  have  had  a  bifhop,  whom  they  call  metropoli- 
tan. In  the  country  between  this  and  Smyrna,  they  make  mofl  of  the  Turkey  carpets, 
particularly  the  largcfl  at  Oufhak,  three  days  journey  from  Carahiflar,  and  at  Goula 
two  days  journey  further,  and  about  a  place  called  Goirdas,  twenty  miles  to  th,e  fouth 
•well  ot  Goula,  and  towards  AkifTar,  the  old  Thyatira ;  but  further  ealt  they  make 
moftly  tliat  fort,  which  are  called  Turkomen  carpets,  without  nap,  and  in  broad  ftripcs 
and  figures. 

At  this  place  they  came  to  demand  of  me  the  tax  which  is  impofed  on  Chriftians ; 
and  my  firman  or  paffport  was  carried  to  the  judge,  who  had  the  high  title  of  muUa,  in 
order  to  convince  him  that  I  was  a  Frank ;  he  told  them  that  they  couH  take  no 
harach  or  tax  of  me,  but  very  coolly  laid  my  firman  by  him,  and  faid,  I  muft  pay  him 
a  certain  fum,  and  then  he  would  return  it  to  me.  I  refufed  to  prefent  what  he  requefled, 
and  fent  him  word  that  if  he  would  not  return  my  firman  I  would  complain  to  the  pafha  ; 
to  which  he  replied,  I  muft  make  the  pafha  a  prefent  of  a  greater  value  than  what  he 
demanded.  I  accordingly  difpatched  the  janizary  to  the  piiHia,  who  fent  one  of  his 
fervants  to  defire  the  muUa  to  let  him  fee  the  firman,  and  the  pafha  gave  it  to  my 
janizary.  I  afterwards,  out  of  gratitude,  prefented  his  caia  with  coffee,  and  the  pafha 
with  fome  fwectmeats  1  happened  to  have  by  me  for  fuch  an  occafion.  Whilft  I  was  at 
CarahifTar,  a  young  Bohemian  made  a  flaveat  Belgrade  came  to  me,  who  had  turned 
^Mahometan  on  his  mailer  promifing  him  a  wife. 

Achfhahcr  or  Oxfhaher,  is  fituated  about  thirty  miles  eaft  north  eaft  of  CarahifTar ; 
there  are  fome  ruins  at  that  place,  which  I  take  to  have  been  Eumenia,  and  that  this 
plain  is  the  country  of  Eumenia  mentioned  in  Great  Phrygia*.  We 

•  As  the  road  from  Aleppo  to  Conftantinople  pafTes  through  this  country,  I  fhall  give  fome  account  of 
that  road,  which  I  roccived  from  a  friend  who  travelled  twice  that  way,  as  it  will  give  an  opportunity  of 
explaining  many  things  relating  to  the  gcograpliy  of  Afia  Minor.  He  went  from  Aleppo  twenty  miles  to 
a  hamlet  called  CafTne,  where  there  are  feveral  Greek  infcriptions  ;  thirteen  miles  further  is  Tefeen,  and 
thirty-three  miles  beyond  that  is  Antioch,  from  which  it  is  twenty-feven  miles  to  Baylane,  and  twenty-four 
■further  to  Baias,  though  the  laft  computation  feems  to  be  rather  too  great  ;  it  is  feven  miles  to  Curtculu, 
and  thirty-tiiree  further  to  Adana,  mod  of  which  places  have  been  mentioned  before.  From  Adana  there 
is  a  pleafant  road  over  fmall  hills,  and  through  fine  valleys  on  the  banks  of  a  river,  which,  I  fuppofe,  is  the 
Cydnus.  Twenty-two  miles  from  Adana  there  is  a  ruined  kane  called  Chockel  ;  from  this  place  the  road 
begins  to  al'cend  mount  Taurus,  called  by  the  Turks  Hagem-Dagli.  The  way  is  very  rocky,  and  there  are 
feveral  narrow  pafFages  in  it ;  over  one  of  them  there  is  a  fortrefs  called  Dulack  or  Davercnt,  conjeftured 
to  be  Fort  Davara,  mentioned  by  Tacitus;  it  is  about  a  mile  from  Ramadan-Ogli,  which  is  twenty-feven 
miles  from  Chockel  ;  the  air  of  Adana  being  very  bad,  the  people  of  that  city  remove  to  this  place,  and 
live  hero  in  the  months  of  June,  July,  and  Augull  ;  they  dwell  in  huts  built  of  mud  and  (lone,  covered  with 
boughs.  The  road  continues  through  the  narrow  vales  between  mount  Taurus,  and  leads  to  a  river 
called  Carafu  [the  black  water],  fuppofed  to  be  the  Cydnus:  here  it  is  conjefturcd  Cyrus  had  his  camp, 
/mentioned  by  Xcnophon  ;  the  road  croffes  the  river,  and  leads  to  a  large  village  called  Olufia,  twenty-four 
miles  from  Ramadan  Ogli.  This  place  is  remarkable  for  nothing  but  a  breed  of  large  mafliff  dogs,  which 
the  people  take  out  with  tliem  to  deftroy  the  boars  and  other  wild  beafts.  The  road  is  mollly  over  hills, 
aLnoft  as  far  as  Eraglia,  which  is  in  a  large  fruitful  plain,  and  feems  to  be  part  of  Lycaonia  ;  this  town  is 

on 
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We  fet  out  on  the  twenty-fifth  with  the  caravan,  which  was  going  from  Smyrna-  to 
Angora,  and  had  froft  and  fnow,  and  a  very  fevere  wind.  We  crofled  the  plain  about 
two  leagues  to  the  north-eaft,  pafiing  over  a  large  flream,  which  pollibly  may  fall  into  the 
Halys,  and  fo  into  the  Euxine  fea.  We  went  over  fome  low  hills,  and  among  them 
came  to  a  ruined  village,  where  there  are  many  fepulchral  grots,  and  I'ome  figns 
of  antient  buildings  ;  among  them  I  faw  a  fine  capital  of  the  Ionic  order.  We  lay  at  a 
village  in  a  large  kane  built  like  a  barn,  about  eighteen  miles  from  Carahiffar.  On 
the  t\\  cnty-fixth  we  came  into  a  fmall  plain,  and  going  between  other  hills  to  the  north- 
ealt,  we  crofled  another  plain  about  a  league  over,  in  the  middle  of  which  there  is  a 
tower,  wjll  built  of  brick  and  (lone,  there  being  one  tier  of  hewn  fi.one,  and  five  of 
brick  alternately  ;  it  feems  to  be  a  building  of  the  time  of  the  firft  ealtern  emperors  } 

on  a  river,  which  I  fuppofe  fnlls  into  the  Halys,  being  to  the  nortli  of  mount  Taurus  ;  it  is  twenty-four 
miles  from  Olufia.  The  foil  of  thv.-  plain  is  fait,  and  there  is  a  very  fait  lake  towards  Carabonar  [the  black 
river],  which  is  thirty-three  miles  further;  it  is  a  barren  fandy  plain,  in  which  the  road  continues  twenty- 
four  miles  to  Ifn-ll,  and  thiity-three  to  Cognia,  the  antient  Iconium,  which  is  about  three  miles  from  a 
part  of  mount  Taurus,  called  Gaur-Dagli.  Cognia  is  fituated  on  the  fmall  river  Mariani,  which  is  loil  in 
tlie  gardens,  and  does  not  extend  as  far  as  Curchiunbahr,  fuppofed  to  be  Palus  Trogilius  ;  it  is  about  eight 
miles  to  the  north-eaft  of  the  city,  and  is  dry  in  fummcr.  This  city  is  large  and  ill  built  ;  there  are  a  great 
number  of  Greek  and  I^atin  infcrlptions  in  the  walls.  From  Cognia,  the  road  is  through  the  lame  kind  of 
country  ten  miles  to  a  ruined  place,  where  there  is  an  imperfeft  Greek  infcription,  and  twelve  miles  further 
to  another  ruined  place  called  Curfunnu,  where  there  are  fomc  Greek  infcriptions,  and  the  head  of  acololTal 
ftatue,  ofa  black  Hone,  about  two  feet  iu  length.  A  mile  further  is  Latic,  conjedlured  to  be  Laodicea 
Conibulla,  wiiere  there  are  a  great  number  of  Greek  infcriptions  ;  paffing  by  a  town  called  Arcut,  thirty- 
three  miles  ririher,  there  is  a  large  town  called  Ulgun  ;  beyond  it  is  a  confiderable  ftrcam,  which  pours 
<lown  from  the  movuitain,  and  foon  afterwards  makes  a  lake  twenty  miles  in  circun'.ference,  called  Cliiaur- 
Ghiol,  and  was  conjeflured  to  be  the  lake  Caralitis  of  the  antients.  Tiie  road  afterwards  is  through 
plainf,  and  over  fmall  eminences,  for  thirty-three  miles  to  Oxfhahar  or  Achlbahar,  wliich  I  fuppofe,  may  be 
Eumenia  in  Great  Phrygia.  .A  river  runs  through  the  middle  of  it,  which  is  probably  that  which  I  patTed 
to  the  nortlt  of  Carahillar,  and  fuppofed  to  fall  into  the  Sagaris  ;  then-  are  many  Greek  and  Latin  infcrip- 
tions h"re,  fome  ruins,  and  a  relief  of  a  Roman  eagle  in  marble  ;  a  padia  refides  in  this  place.  Tiic  road  is 
very  plcafant  for  fixteen  miles  to  Seleuchtier  under  the  mountains,  which  was  conjectured  to  be  Seleucia  or 
SaglafTus,  there  being  fome  ruins  there ;  the  country  abounds  in  apples,  pears,  and  other  fruit,  more  than 
any  other  part  of  Turkey.  Here  the  road  to  Smyrna  continues  on  directly  weft  near  the  foot  of  the 
mountains,  the  way  to  Conftantinople  being  to  the  north-wetl ;  from  this  place  the  road  to  Conftantinople 
croflls  a  plain,  and  over  a  river  on  a  bridge  made  of  fome  ruined  buildings  ;  this,  I  fuppofe,  to  be  the  river 
which  I  paffed  two  leagues  to  the  north  of  C:\rahiirar,  and  abo\it  thcfe  parts  a  caille  was  feen  to  the  fouth 
on  a  high  rock,  which  I  conjefture  might  be  Caraaill'ar.  After  lixteen  miles  the  road  to  Conilantinopic  pafi'es 
through  Belawodcn  or  Bile/ugan,  a  large  town,  andthree  miles  beyond  it,  comes  to  the  mountain  called  Emir- 
Dagli,  Anadoli-Dagli,  and  KefchicrDagli,  in  wliich  there  are  feveral  grottos  that  feemed  to  be  catacombs. 
The  road  was  pleafant  for  tliirty-threo  miles  to  Shrofl'-Pa(ha-Kaue,  where  there  is  a  large  village  ;  the  way 
is  good  througii  a  barren  country  for  twenty-four  miles  to  Saida  Ga/.ell,  where  there  is  a  large  convent  of 
Dervifiies  ;  from  tiiis  place  the  country  is  uneven  for  twenty-four  miles  to  liflii-Shahar  ;  about  half  way  there 
arc  fome  ruins,  and  Greek  infcriptions  at  a  place  called  Angura,  which  was  conjectured  to  be  Ancyra  of  Phry- 
gia. Elki-Shahar  is  a  large  city  at  the  foot  of  a  llony  mountain,  probably  Sipylus  ;  a  river  runs  near  it,  which 
was  conjettured  to  be  the  river  Hermus,  and  if  fo,  this  nuill  be  the  beginning  of  the  plain  Hyrcanus. 
There  is  a  delightful  road  for  twenty-four  miles  through  a  pleafant  wood  called  Surmines,  and  by  many 
fprin_^s  to  a  fnuall  town  of  the  name  of  Scguta  ;  the  road  is  then  througii  a  country,  partly  woody,  and 
partly  improved  witli  mulberry  gardens  tor  the  filk,  there  being  great  plenty  of  water ;  we  went  after- 
wards for  five  miles  down  rocky  mountains  to  Vizier  Han,  on  a  river  called  Socher  Verderefu,  which  runs 
between  rocky  hills  ;  the  road  is  mountainous,  but  affords  a  gre.it  variety  of  beautiful  views,  and  at  the 
Hid  of  eleven  miles  is  LefTkey,  fituated  on  the  river  Gatipo,  the  antient  Gallus,  which  tails  into  t)ie 
Sagaris  ;  there  is  a  large  bridge  over  it.  From  thi«  jilacc  the  read  is  bad  for  three  miles,  but  afterwards  it 
paifesfor  nine  miles  through  a  mod  agreeable  country,  full  of  delightful  fccnes  in  the  valley  of  Ifnic,  till  it 
comes  to  Ifnic  the  antient  Nicxa.  From  this  place  to  the  bay  of  KicMurdia  the  road  is  pleafant  for 
nineteen  miles,  and  the  paflage  by  fea  to  the  north-well  is  about  eight  miles  ;  fix  miles  beyond  it  is  Gavife 
or  Gebfc,  wliich  was  fuppofed  to  be  the  antient  LybylTx,  where  Hannibal  ended  his  days,  and  was 
buried  ;  from  this  place,  it  was  computed  to  be  thirty-five  miles  to  Sculavi,  from  wliich  town  they  crofs 
ever  to  Conftantinople. 

there 
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there  are  in  it  two  or  three  imperfed:  fepulchral  infcriptions  on  (loneswrought  like  foldinr;- 
doors  ;  and  I  fiuv  many  of  the  fame  kind  at  Carahifi'ar,  'Ihefe  floncs  probably  ftopp'od 
the  entrance  of  their  vauhs  or  grots.  Near  it  there  are  very  large  Mahometan  burial 
places,  in  which  there  are  many  flones  vith  reliefs  hi  the  fame  manner,  a  great  number 
of  broken  pillars,  and  other  pieces  of  marble.  This  place  is  called  Efki-Jeldutch  [Old 
Jeidutch]  from  a  village  of  that  name,  which  is  to  the  ea.l ;  I  could  not  conjecture  what 
place  this  was.  Going  over  a  hill,  we  came  into  a  lyrge  plain  ;  that  hill  ends  about 
three  leagues  further  to  the  eaft,  where  both  the  piams  join  ;  this  great  phiiji  in  feme 
parts  is  at  leaft  twenty  miles  broad,  and  extends  beyond  view  to  the  nortli-wefl:  and 
fouth-eait :  it  is  an  uneven  down,  of  a  very  barren  white  clay,  which  produces  little 
herbage,  not  being  improved,  except  where  it  is  watered  by  itreams,  on  which  the 
villages  are  fituated  ;  it  is  all  an  open  country  ,without  trees,  and  [o  are  all  the  plains 
after  we  left  Konous.  Having  travelled  about  eight  mile*^  in  th.'s  plain,  and  thirty -fix 
from  Carahin'ar,  we  came  to  a  village  called  Alekiam,  where  we  lay  ;  here  are  fome 
ruins  and  a  few  infcriptions  ;  one  of  them  in  Latin  is  of  the  time  of  Conftantine*, 
Going  on  about  four  miles  we  pafled  a  bridge  over  a  large  ftream,  on  which,  and  in  a 
burial-place  near,  are  fome  fragments  of  fepulchral  infcriptions.  Travelling  fix  miles 
further  on  the  t\venty-feventh,  we  came  to  an  ill  built  town  called  Sevrihifl'ar,  fituated 
at  the  north-eafl  fide  of  the  plain,  at  the  foot  of  a  long  rocky  hill  of  a  baftard  grey 
granite.  There  are  ruins  of  a  fortrefs  on  the  hill  over  the  town,  and  in  tiie  Armenian 
burial-place  are  feveral  antient  fepulchral  ftones,  many  having  two  fets  of  folding- 
doors  cut  on  them  in  relief,  and  on  fome  there  there  are  Greek  infcriptions  of  no 
importance  ;  there  are  alfo  here  three  or  four  ftatues  of  lions ;  and  I  faw  four  or  five 
in  the  town ;  on  one  1  found  a  fepulchral  infcription.  This  I  conjecture,  fi'om 
Ptolemy,  might  be  Abroflola.  This  town  is  governed  by  a  mofolem  fent  by  the 
kider-aga,  or  black  eunuch,  to  whom  the  town  and  a  territory  about  it  belong.  There 
are  here  about  five  hundred  Armenians,  who  have  a  large  church  under  the  arch- 
bifhop  of  Angora.  It  is  probable,  from  the  ruins  that  are  feen,  and  which  the  people 
give  an  account  of,  that  there  were  many  confiderable  antient  villages  and  fome  towns 
in  this  plain,  one  of  which  might  be  at  a  place  called  Balahazar,  four  miles  to  the  fouth- 
eaft,  where  1  heard  there  were  feveral  remains. 

Chap.  XVI.  —  Of  Galatla  in  general ;  and  of  Angora,  the  antient  Ancyr a,  inGalatia. 

WF.  fet  out  on  the  thirtieth,  and  went  only  four  miles,  where  we  firft  faw  the  fine 
Angora  goats.  On  the  thirty-firft  we  had  fnow  all  the  morning,  and  went  only  eight 
miles  to  the  river  Sacari,  having  travelled  eaft  north-eafl  from  Sevrihifl'ar.  The  river 
Sacari  is  the  old  Sagaris  or  Sangarius,  which  at  this  place  is  very  fmall,  not  being  far 
from  its  rife. 

We  here  entered  into  Galatia  from  great  Phrygia,  this  river  being  the  bounds  be- 
tween them  as  well  as  between  Galatia  and  Phrygia  ]\Iinor,  or  Epidetus,  and  alfo 
between  Bithynia  and  the  Mariandyni.     We  came  into  the  fouth  part  of  Galatia,  which 

•  In  this  infcription  I  found  the  word  Amorianorum,  fo  that  probably  Amorium  was  in  tfcefe  parts  ; 
and  this  plain  might  be  the  country  of  Amorium,  mentioned  by  Strabo.  I  conjefiirre  that  fome  antient 
nionaftery  might  have  been  at  this  place,  that  the  ftonrs  were  brought  to  it  ;  and  that  the  town  of 
Amorium  was  probably  at  a  place  called  Heriar,  about  fix  miles  to  the  fouth-eaft  of  Jeidutch,  where  I 
was  informed  there  are  antiquities.  According  to  the  Tables  Abftroftole  was  eleven  miles  eaft  of 
Amuno,  which  agrees  with  the  order  in  Ptolemy,  who  goes  from  the  north-weft  to  the  fouth-eaft,  and  then 
itegins  again  at  the  north-weft  ;  for  his  longitudes  and  latitudes  are  not  to  be  regarded  as  to  thefe  places. 

4  was 
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was  inhabited  by  the  Teclofages,  the  eaflern  part,  being  the  feat  of  the  Trocmi,  and  the 
weflern  of  the  Toliflobogii,  all  originally  Gauls,  thefirfl:  being  fo  called  from  a  people 
of  Celtic  Gaul ;  the  two  others  had  their  names  from  their  leaders,  who,  after  they  had 
for  a  long  time  ravaged  Bithynia,  and  the  neighbouring  parts,  they  had  this  country 
allotted  to  them,  which  was  called  from  them  Gallo-Graecia,  and  afterwards  Galana  ; 
every  one  of  thefe  three  people  were  divided  into  four  parts  called  tetrarchies,  each 
governed  by  its  tetrarch,  judge,  general,  and  two  lieutenant  generals.     The  council  of 
thefe  twelve  teti'archs  confifted  of  three  hundred  perfons,  as  may  be  fuppofed  a  hundred 
of  each  tribe,  who  met  at  Drynasmeton,  and  had  the  fole  power  of  judging  in  all  cafes 
of  murder.     About  the  time  of  Auguflus  this  country  was  fubjeft  to  three  governors 
then   to    two,  and  immediately  afterwards    it    was   put   under    the   government   of 
Deiotarus,  and  afterwards  made  part  of  the  kingdom  of  Amyntas,  and  after  his  death  it 
became  a  Roman  province. 

We  were  obliged  to  flop  at  the  river  Sacari,  becaufe  the  waters  were  high  ;  they 
have  great  plenty  of  very  large  carp  in  this  river,  which  the  Turks  fldn,  and  throw 
away  the  head  before  they  drefs  them.  They  are  very  much  diftreffcd  in  thefe  parts 
for  fuel ;  and  commonly  make  ufe  of  dried  cow-dung.  On  the  firft:  of  April  we 
croflcd  the  river  on  floats  of  timber,  the  horfes  fwimming  over  ;  the  reft  of  the  way 
was  moftly  over  uneven  downs  to  the  eaft  north-eaft.  On  the  fecond  we  travelled 
fixteen  miles  to  a  village  which  is  twelve  miles  from  Angora,  where  we  were  met  by 
the  broker  janizary  and  fervant  of  the  Englifli  gentleman  of  that  city,  to  whom  I  was 
recommended,  and  we  lay  at  the  houfe  of  the  aga,  who  was  a  relation  of  Mahomet. 
On  the  third  we  proceeded  on  our  journey,  and  about  a  mile  from  Angora  I  was  met  by 
all  the  Englifh,  and  moft  of  the  French  ;  and  after  having  taken  a  collation  that  was 
prepared  in  a  houfe  near  the  road,  I  was  mounted  on  a  fine  horfe,  and  went  to  the  houfe 
of  my  friend  in  Angora. 

Angora  is  called  Angara  by  the  Turks,  and  by  the  common  people  Engureh  ;  it  is 

the  antient  Ancyra,  which  was  the  cadle  or   fortrefs  of  the  Teiflofagcs  :  it  was  made 

the  metropolis  of  Galatia  under  the  reign  of  Nero,  and  fo  it  is  called  in  the  infcriptions 

that  are  found  here.     The  emperor  Caracalla  having  been  a  great  benefaftor  to  the 

city,  it  was  called  Antoniniana.     The  antient  city  fcems  to  have  been  on  the  fame 

place  as  the  prelent,  except  that  in  fmne  parts  it  appears  to   have  extended  fomewhat 

further  to  the  welt.     On  the  eait  fide  of  the  plain,  near  the  mountains  there  are  four 

or  five  hills  ;  Angora  is  on  the  weft  and  fouth  fides  of  one  of  the  largeft  of  thefe  hills, 

which  is  furthfft  to  the  ibuth  ;   on  the  fuiiiinit  of  which  there  is  a  large  caftle  ;   the 

city  alfo  extends  a  little  to  the  north-weft  of  the  hill,  and  ftretches  on  the  north  fide  to 

another  fmall  hill,  or  rather  rifing  ground,  on  the  top  of  which  is  the  principal  mofquc 

called  Hadjee-Biram,  near  which  is  the  temple  of  AuguiUia,  and  the  famous  infcription 

of  Angora  :  the  walls  extend  further  north,  and  go  up  the  middle  of  a  finall  high  hill 

called  Orta  Daug,  from  which  they  come  down  to  the  finall  river  Tabahanah,  which 

runs  eall  and  north  of  the  callle  hill,   where  they  are  joined  to   the  c;iltlc  walls  by  a 

wall  twenty  feet  thick,  built  acrofs  the  river  with  two  or  three  hole^  in  it,  through  w  hich 

•   the  water  palVes :   this  feems  to  be  defigned  to  keep  up  the  water,  in  order  to  fiipply 

the  callle  in  a  time  of  diltrefs  ;  for  there  is  a  private  piiflage  down  from  the  caftle,  by 

whicii  they  could  take  wp  the  water  that  comes  from  the  river.     The  walls  of  the  tov/n 

are  about  a  mile  and  a  half  in  length,  and  extend  near  half  a   mile  up  to  the  cai^ie, 

which  cannot  be  much  lei's  than  a  mile  in  circumference  ;  it  has  a  wail  acrofs  the  middle 

of  it,  and  a  ftrong  tower  rt   the  fummit  of  the  hill,  which  to  the  north  and   eall   is  a 

fteep  precipice.     The  caflle  itfeU  is  like  a  finall  town,  and   is  well   inhabited  both  by 

Chrillians  and  Turks.     The  river,  which   runs  br  the    caftle,  together  with  another 

VOL.  X.  4  T  rivulet 


gjO  DOCTOR   POCOCKe's    TRAVELS 

rivulet  called  the  Infuth,  which  runs  to  the  weft  of  the  town,  falls  into  a  larger  ftream 
called  Chibouk-Sueh,  which  pafles  near  the  Armenian  convent  a  mile  to  the  north  of 
the  city,  and  runs  into  the  Sacari  ;  and  though  there  are  fo  many  rivulets  near  the  city, 
yet  it  is  ill  fupplied  with  water,  which  for  common  ufe  they  carry  from  the  river  to 
the  higher  p.irts  of  the  town  on  horfes,  either  in  leather  bags,  as  at  Cairo,  or  in  earthen 
jars,  put  into  a  box  or  frame  on  each  fide  of  the  beaft  ;  but  they  have  water  conveyed 
by  aji  aqucckidl  to  the  lower  parts  of  the  town  from  the  river  ;  and  all  the  people  of  any 
condition  fend  for  their  water  half  a  mile  to  a  fountain.  The  air  of  this  place  is  efteemed 
to  be  very  dry,  and  good  for  aflhmatic  conflitutions,  but  pernicious  to  the  fanguine. 
There  being  no  wood  in  the  country  about  it,  fuel  is  exceedingly  dear,  and  the  common 
people  arc  obliged  to  make  ufe  of  dried  dung  :  the  prefent  walls  of  the  city  are  very  ill 
built,  and  confilt  chiefly  of  the  ftones  of  antient  buildings  put  together  only  with  mud, 
fo  that  a  great  part  of  them  are  fallen  down  ;  they  were  built  about  fixty  years  ago 
againft  the  rebel  Gadick,  who  ravaged  the  country  with  twelve  thoufand  men,  and  was 
afterwards  made  a  paflia.  Though  many  of  the  houfes  of  the  city  are  very  good  within, 
yet  the  buildings  on  the  outfide  make  a  very  mean  appearance,  being  all  of  unburnt 
brick  ;  the  flreets  are  narrow,  and  the  city  irregularly  laid  out :  they  have,  however,  a 
h;mdfome  flone  building  covered  with  cupolas,  which  is  a  bezeftan  for  rich  goods  ; 
thefe  are  buildings  only  of  one  floor  with  Ihops  in  them,  like  the  exchanges  in  London  ; 
they  have  about  twelve  large  mofques  with  minorets,  and  feveral  fmall  ones,  near  a 
hundred  in  all. 

As  to  antient  buildings  there  are  very  few  remains  of  any.  To  the  weft  of  the 
walls  there  is  a  fmall  ruin  which  is  built  of  brick  and  flone,  and  feems  to  have  been 
part  of  fome  antient  temple,  but  it  is  fo  deftroyed,  that  no  judgment  can  be  made  what 
fort  of  a  building  it  was.  T.1ie  moft  curious  piece  of  antiquity  is  near  a  mofque  called 
Hadice-Biram,which  belongs  to  a  college  for  Mahometan  fophtis  :  it  is  an  oblong  fquaro 
building  of  white  marble,  about  ninety  feet  long,  and  fifty  broad  ;  it  (lands  north  and 
fouth  ;  the  walls  are  three  feet  three  inches  thick,  and  the  ftones  are  channelled  at 
the  joints.  It  is  built  on  a  bafement ;  and  there  is  a  cornice  round  at  the  top,  both  in- 
fide  ind  out,  adorned  with  fculpture.  At  the  diftance  of  twenty  feet  from  the  fouth 
end,  which  is  open  like  a  portico,  there  is  a  grand  door,  the  frame  of  which  is  very 
richly  carved  ;  at  the  fame  diftance  from  the  north  end  there  appears  to  have  been 
another  partition  ;  and  it  is  very  probable  that  there  was  fuch  another  door,  and  that 
there  were  four  lofty  columns  to  each  portico  ;  fo  that  the  middle  room  is  about  forty- 
Kiur  feet  long,  and  has  a  fecond  beautiful  entablature  fevcn  feet  below  the  upper  one, 
wliich  is  adorned  with  fcftoons,  and  on  each  fide  below  it  there  are  three  windows  with 
ieinicircular  tops,  about  four  feet  wide,  and  five  high,  which  have  before  them  a  grate 
o[  marble  ;  it  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  a  temple  to  Auguftus.  On  the  infide  of  the 
portico,  to  the  fouth,  is  that  famous  infcription,  which  is  the  fecond  volume,  that 
Auguftus  left  with  his  will  in  the  hands  of  the  veftal  virgins  *,  and  ordered  to  be  cut 
in  two  brafs  plates  in  the  front  of  his  maufoleum  in  Rome.  The  infcription  confifts 
uf  fix  columns,  three  on  each  fide  of  the  portico,  each  having  between  fifty  and  fixty 
lines  in  it,  and  each  Hne  about  fixty  letters;  on  the  outfide  of  the  eaftern  wall  I  faw 
part  of  it  cut  in  Greek,  and  part  might  be  on  the  weft  fide ;  I  have  reafon  to  beheve 
that  it  was  in  about  twenty  columns ;  I  copied  part  of  it :  the  letters  appear  to  have 
been  gilt  on  a  ground  of  vermilion :  fome  houfe  are  built  againft  the  other  parts  of  it. 

•  Df  tribus  voluminjbus,  uno,  mandata  de  funere  fuo  complexiis  eft  :  altcro,  indicem  rerum  a  fege- 
ftatum  ;  quara  Tcllcl  iiiciii  iij  intis  tr.LuIis,  <j;i3e  aulc  maufoleum  (latuercptur.     Suclon.  Odavius  loi. 

The 
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The  title  of  the  Latin  infcriptlon  Is  In  three  lines  over  the  three  firfl;  columns,  as  that 
in  the  Greek  appears  to  have  been  in  one  line  on  the  eafl:  fide ;  which  is  a  good  reafon 
to  fuppofe  that  the  whole  Greek  infcriptlon  was  on  that  fide,  becaufe  the  Latin  begins 
on  the  weft  fide.  The  greatefl:  part  of  the  antient  buildings  were  of  an  afli-coloured 
marble,  with  veins  of  white  in  it,  which  are  brought  from  the  mountains  to  the  fouth- 
eaft,  where  I  faw  alfo  a  great  quantity  of  red  marble  ftreaked  with  white  :  moll  of  tht- 
capitals  here  are  of  the  Corinthian  order ;  and  I  took  notice  of  the  capitals  of  fome 
pilafters,  confifling  of  a  cymatium,  two  lifts,  and  flutes  about  a  foot  long,  and  under 
them  a  quarter  round,  adorned  with  eggs  and  darts.  Towards  the  north-weft  corner 
of  the  city  there  is  a  very  extraordinary  pillar,  the  pedeftal  of  which  is  raifed  on  a  ftone 
W'ork  about  ten  feet  above  the  ground  :  that  work  probably  was  cafed  with  marble, 
which  might  have  an  infcription  on  it,  and  be  adorned  with  reliefs  ;  the  ftiaft  is  about 
four  feet  in  diameter,  and  is  compofed  of  fifteen  ftones,  each  being  two  feet  deep  ;  it 
is  worked  all  round  horizontally  with  convex  and  concave  members,  which  are  about 
an  eighth  of  a  circle,  divided  by  lifts,  all  ihofe  members  being  three  inches  wide  ;  the 
capital  confifts  of  four  plain  circles  fomcthing  like  paterx,  with  leaves  on  each  fide  of 
them,  the  work  above  this  fomewhat  rerembling  a  Tufcan  capital  :  the  ftyle  of  the  Ihaft 
has  no  bad  effeft  ;  but  the  capital  is  rather  in  a  Gothic  tafte:  it  may  be  fuppofed  that  this 
pillar  was  ereftod  to  the  honour  of  the  emperor  Julian,  when  he  palled  through  Ancyra 
from  Parthia,  there  being  an  infcription  to  his  honour  in  the  caftle  walls.  There  are 
many  ftone  pipes  of  aqueducts  about  the  town,  fuch  as  are  defcribed  at  Laodicea,  by 
which  the  water  ran  along  on  the  ground,  as  it  does  at  prefcnt  from  the  river,  there  being 
towers  at  certain  diftances,  in  which  the  water  afcends  and  defcends  in  earthen  pipes,  to 
make  it  rife  to  the  higher  parts  of  the  town,  which  is  a  method  much  pradifed  in  thefe 
countries. 

The  city  of  Angora  is  governed  by  a  pafha  and  cadi ;  fome  compute  that  there  are  a 
hundred  thoufands  fouls  in  it,  ninety  thoufand  of  which  are  Turks,  and  about  a  thoufand 
of  thofe  janizaries.  The  Chriftians  are  thought  to  be  about  ten  thoufand,  of  which  three 
hundred  families,  or  about  fifteen  hundred  fouls,  are  Greeks,  the  reft  Armenians  ;  two- 
thirds  of  the  latter  are  of  the  Roman  communion,  and  have  four  churches,  the  other 
Armenians  have  three :  in  rebuilding  one  of  their  churches  not  long  ago,  they  found 
the  bodies  of  feven  children  uncorrupted  ;  I  faw  the  head  and  hand  of  one  of  them  ; 
they  were  like  the  bodies  at  Bremen,  and  at  Venzoni  In  Friuli,  but  rather  more  fair  and 
entire.  They  fuppofe  that  thefe  are  of  the  twelve  children  who  were  martyred  when 
Saint  Clemens  Ancyranus  fuffered.  The  Armenians  have  a  large  convent  a  finall  mile 
to  the  north  of  the  city  ;  here  their  archbilhop  of  Ancyra  refides,  with  his  fuffragan  ; 
they  are  not  of  the  Roman  church.  The  Greeks  alfo  have  an  archbifliop  here,  who  is  one 
of  the  twelve  great  metropolitans  under  the  patriarch  of  Conftantinople,  is  the  fourth  in 
rank,  and  has  the  title  of  Primate  of  all  Galatia ;  [^E^xcyj;  TreVr?  raXana'c]  he  has  now 
no  biftiop  under  him,  nor  have  any  of  the  archbiftiops  of  Afia  Minor.  In  a  Greek  church 
in  the  caftle  tliere  is  a  tranfparcnt  piece  of  alabafter  of  a  >  ellowifli  colour ;  many  authors 
make  mention  of  it,  and  the  Greeks  imagine  it  has  fome  miraculous  efteds,  though 
there  is  a  much  finer  piece  of  the  fame  fort  in  the  church  of  the  convent.  There  are 
in  Angora  about  forty  poor  families  of  Jews.  The  city  was  formerly  very  fruitful  in 
heretics,  among  whom  was  Photinus.  In  the  year  three  hundred  and  fourteen  a  council 
of  eighteen  prelates  was  held  here,  under  Vitalis  patriarch  of  Antioch,  and  they  made 
twenty-four  canons  relating  to  the  penance  of  apoftates,  and  fome  other  points  of 
difcipline. 

4  T  2  They 
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They  have  a  trade  here  of  the  hair  of  common  goats,  which  grows  fhort  under  the 
long  hair ;  it  is  taken  oft"  from  the  fkin  after  they  are  dead,  and  is  fent  to  England, 
and  other  parts  to  make  hats  ;  the  French  alfo  of  late  buy  up  yarn  of  fheep's  wool, 
in  order  to  fend  it  to  France  ;  but  the  great  ftaple  commodity  of  the  place  is  the  yarn 
of  the  fine  Angora  goats  wool,  and  the  manufadures  of  it.  Thefe  goats  are  peculiar  to 
the  country  for  about  thirty  miles  round  Angora,  infomuch,  that  if  they  are  carried  to 
another  place  they  degenerate  ;  as  to  the  eafl  of  the  Halys,  and  on  the  other  fide  of  a 
river  that  runs  from  the  north  into  the  Sagari,  and  alfo  to  the  fouth  of  Sevrihiflar : 
thev  are  very  beautiful  goats,  moflly  white,  but  fome  are  of  an  a(h  colour,  and  very  few 
black  ;  the  hair  or  wool  grows  in  long  curled  ringlets ;  fome  of  it  is  even  a  foot  in 
length,  the  finefl  is  that  of  kids  of  a  year  or  two  old,  and  when  they  are  about  fixteen 
years  old,  it  grows  coarfe,  and  in  a  manner  turns  to  hair ;  it  is  fo  exceedingly  fine  that 
the  moft  experienced  perfons  could  not  know  it  from  filk,  but  by  the  touch;  they  are 
fliom  without  wafliing  about  the  month  of  May,  and  the  wool  fells  for  two  dollars 
an  oke  ;  the  common  fale  of  yam  is  from  two  and  a  half  to  fix  dollars,  though  they  make 
it  even  to  the  value  of  thirty  dollars.  They  here  weave  of  it  fine  camlets  of  three  or 
four  threads,  which  they  fometimes  water,  and  they  make  a  fluff"  they  call  fhawl  of  two 
threads,  which  is  like  our  finefl;  ferges;  it  is  either  plain  or  ftriped,  and  both  are  worn  by 
the  Tuiks  for  fummer  garments  ;  they  make  alfo  camlets  even  to  thirteen  threads  for 
European  clothes.  The  export  of  the  wool  out  of  the  country  is  ftridly  prohibited, 
becaufe  the  inhabitants  live  by  the  fpinning  of  it ;  every  thing  that  we  call  mohair, 
camlets,  and  prunellas,  are  made  of  it,  and  alfo  the  befl:  plufhes,  of  which  great  quan- 
tities of  the  flowered  fort  are  made  in  Holland.  The  export  was  pretty  near  equal  to 
England,  France,  and  Holland,  amounting  to  about  five  or  fix  hundred  camel  loads  to 
each,  yearly,  every  load  being  one  hundred  and  fifty  okes  ;  but  I  have  been  informed, 
that  the  trade  to  England  is  funk,  and  that  the  greatelt  export  now  is  to  France,  and. 
next  to  Holland ;  what  is  exported  being  from  three  to  fix  dollars  an  oke.  This  country 
produces  a  very  good  red  wine'j  and  they  have  excellent  rice  on  fome  rivers  not  a  great 
waj  from  Angora  *. 

Chap. 

•  At  Angora  I  made  the  bed  enquiry  I  could  about  thofe  places,  to  which  I  did  not  find  it  convenient 
logo.  Cogni,  about  four  days  journey,  or  feventy'milcs  to  the  fouth  fouth-eaft,  is  the  antient  Iconium  in 
Lycaonia:  there  are  in  it  about  fifty  Greek  families,  who  have  a  church,  in  which,  they  fay,  St.  Paul 
preached  ;  near  the  town  there  is  a  Greek  convent  called  Xyli,  in  which  there  are  only  four  or  five  caloyers. 
About  twelve  miles  nearer  Angora  is  tlie  fait  lake,  now  called  Cadoun-Toufler,  which  is  the  antient  lake 
Tatta,  mentioned  by  Strabo  ;  they  fay  now  that  a  body,  or  any  other  thing  thrown  into  it,  turns  fait,  that 
is,  I  fuppofe,  is  incrufted  over  with  fait  :  all  thefe  countries  are  fupplied  with  fait  from  .this  lake  ;  it  is- 
brought  in  fmall  white  pieces,  which  are  hard,  and  confequently  muft  incruft  into  a  folid  cake.  The 
country  about  Cogni  is  called  upper  Haimana,  and  that  to  the  north  north-well  is  called  lower  Haimana, 
where  there  is  a  great  fcircity  of  water  ;  and  it  anfwers  to  the  defcription  wliich  Strabo  gives  of  that  part 
of  Lycaooia :  both  thefe  are  governed  by  a  waiwode,  and  did  belong  to  tlie  fultanefs  mother. 

Cxfarca  la  Cappadocia  is  about  a  hundred  and  eleven  miles  to  the  well  fouth-wc!l  of  Angora.  The 
road  goes  over  mount:.ins  called  Almadaug  for  eight  miles  to  Petzeh,  then  pafling  Curckdaug  [The 
Spade  Mountain],  which  may  be  mount  Mr.gaba,  in  fixteeu  miles  it  brings  to  Caragikilioh,  two  miles 
Irom  which  there  is  a  nun.'d  convent  or  church  called  Tetzeh,  and  at  the  door  of  it  there  are  two  ftatues 
of  hons  :  half  an  hour  further  is,  a  bridge  over  the  Kifilermack,  the  antient  Halys,  which  is  built  with 
leven  arches.  The  road,  I  fuppofe,  after  this  continues  on  near  the  Halys  :  fourteen  miles  further  is  a 
pillage  caUed  Caman.i,  and  at  the  end  of  eight  more,  is  the  city  Kirfaer,  fiaiatcd  in  a  valley.  Sixteen  miles 
turthcr  IS  a  large  viUage  called  Hadiec-Bertas,  where  there  is  a  kanc,  v.ith  a  charitable  foundation  to  gire 
lood  to  aU  perfons  and  their  beads  who  travel  that  way.  Twenty-four  miles  furuier  is  Biram-Hagilech, 
■mUte  then  are  no  houfes,  but  fome  grottos  inhabited  by  about  two  hundred  families.     Ten  miles  further 
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Chap.  XVII.  —  Of fome  places  in  Galatia,  and  Paphlagonia,  in  the  road  to  Conftantinople. 

AS  I  found  that  there  was  nothing  very  remarkable  in  the  direft  roads  to  Conftan- 
tinople or  Bourfa,  I  determined  to  go  three  days  journey  to  the  north  of  Angora,  into 

the 

Is  Achmes  Kalify,  which  is  a  caflle  on  a  high  hill  over  the  river ;  oppofite    to  it   is  a  high  mountain, 
from  which  there  falls  a  great  cafcadc  of  water  :  here  is  a  bridge  of  one  arch  over  the  Halys,  the  bridge 
\%  called  lalenes-Kous  [The  Single  Arch].     This  bridge  is  five  paces  broad,  and  about  a  hundred  and 
fifteen  feet  high  from  the  water  to  the  top  of  the  battlements,  and  a  hundred  and  fixty    paces  over.     I 
was  informed  that  there  was  a  Greek  infcription  on  it :  the  Chrillians  call  it  St.  Helen's  bridge,  being,  as 
they  fay,   built   by  her.     Twelve    miles  further,   over  the   plain,    is  Csfarea  in   Cappadocia,  called    by 
the  Turks  Kaifar.      This   town    is  divided   into    a    hundred   and   eighty   Mahometan   parithes    called 
Mahalleh,  to    each    of  which   there  is  a  mofque,  with  a    minoret   called  Jamme,  or    a  fort  of  chapel 
without    a   minoret,    in   which  they   cannot   pray    on  Fridays  at    noon,    and   to    thefe    they  give   the 
name  of  Maichif.     There   are  in  the  city  one  Greek    and  three  Armenian   churches,  and  the  Greeks 
have  lately  founded  a  convent  near  the  town.     They  have  a  manufafture  here  of  (Iriped  calimancoes,  ufed 
by  the  common  people  for  garments  ;  and  they  have  alfo  a  trade  in  that  fort  of  goats  hair,  which  is  ufed 
to  make  hats.     About  an  hour  to  the  north  of  the  city  is  the  mountain  of  St.  Bafil,  called  by  tlie  Turks 
Ali-Daug  ;  it  is  an  afccnt  of  five  hours.      Half  way  up  there  is  a  magnificent  cifterii,  to  which  tliere   are 
four  entrances,  it  has  filh  in   it,  fome  of  which,  they  fay,  weigh   thirty  okes,  which  is  above   a  hundred 
weight.     On  the  top  of  the  hill  tliere  is  a  church,  in  two  parts,  one  dedicated  to  the  Virgin  Mary,  and  the 
other  to  St.  Bafil,  who  was  archbithip  of  C^area.    An  hour  and  a  half,  or  a  league  to  the  well  of  the  city 
is  the  cemetery  of  St.  Gregory  :  near  the  city  alfo  is  mount  Argias,  the  antient  Argosus,.  which  is  always 
covered  with   fnow  ;    it  is  of  a  foft  Hone,  and  full  of  grottos,   which   are  faid  by  lome  to  have  been  the 
habitations  of  hermits,  but  it  is  more  probable  that    they  were  the  places    in  which  the  inhabitants  of 
Cacfarcadepofited  their  dead.  Towards  the  foot  of  it  there  are  feveral  monuments,  which  confift  of  a  cupola, 
built  on  four  pillars;  there  are  infcriptions  on  them  in  acharafter  not  known,  which,  they  fay,  is  Perfian, 
and  they  call  them  the  monuments  of  the  Pcrfiaus.     Three  days  journey  from  Caefarea  is  Adcna,   the 
antient  Adana  near  Tai-fus. 

Tocat  is  about  a  hundred  and  fevcnty-two  miles  to  the  weft-north-weft  of  Angora  ;  and  Changreh  is 

about  thirty-eight  miles  from  Angora  in  that  Road,  which,  I  fuppofe,  is  the  antienc  Gangra ;  and  I  was 

irformed  that  there  are  remains  there  of  an  old  building,  it  having  been  the  place  of  refidence  of  fome  ef 

the  kings  of  Paphlagonia  :  twenty-four  miles   further  is  Tocia,  which  I  imagine  might  be  Pompeiopoli*. 

in  Paphlagonia,  bccaufe  the  Tables  place  it  in  the  way  from  Gangaris  to  Sinope,   though  the  diilance  of 

thirty-five  miles  feems  to  be  too  great  :  here  alfo,  they  fay,  there   are  fome  antiquities.     Thirty  miles 

further  is  Ofmanjieck,  which,  if  I  millake  not,  is  at  the  palfage  of  the  Halys  :  twenty-four  miles  further 

w  Mafouan,  which  muft  be  in  Galatian  Pontus.     Here  alfo,  they  fay,  there  are  fome   figns  of  antiquity,. 

but  what  place  it  was  I  cannot  conjefture,  uulefs  it  might  be  Virafia  of  the  Tables.     Sixteen  miles  further 

IS  Amafia,  which  retains  its  old  name,  and  is  on  the  river  Codcrlick,  the  antient  Iris ;  this  is  the  birth 

place  of  Strabo  ;  here  are  likewife  fome  ruins.     Tocat  is  forty  miles  further,  which  I  fhould  take  to  be 

Neocacfarfra  ;  it  is  fituated  on  a  hill,  and  has  feven  Armenian  churches  in  it,  and  one  Greek  church  ;  there 

are  fome  .I''WS  in  the  city.     About   four  days  to  the  call  of  Tocat  there  is  a  great  convent  called  Pfulema, 

in  which  there  are  about  forty  monks  ;  the  convent  has  great  privileges,  and  pays  no  harach  or  poll  tax  ; 

this,  and  three  more    I  have  mentioned,  being  all  the  monalleries  that    I  could  hear  of  in  Afia  Minor. 

This  town  has  a  traffic  in  copper  vefiels :  eight  miles  caft  of  this  place  is  Gumenack,  where,  they  fay, 

there  are  fome  ruins :  twenty-four  miles  from  it  is  Siwas,   the  feat  of  a  paiha,  which  might  be  Scbaftio- 

polis,  there  being  fome  remains  of  antiquity  about  it  ;  it  is  only  four  or  five  days  journey  from  Malatia 

on  the  Euphrates.     Tocat  is  twenty  days  journey  from  Aleppo,  and  forty  from  Jerufalem,  and  tiie  road 

to  it  from  Conftantinople  is  one  of  the  great  roads  into  Perfia.     From  Angora  to  Sinope,  where  Diogenes 

tlie  Cynic  was  born,  it  is  near  four  days  journey,  about  fixty-four  miles;  no  caravans  go  to  ihofe  parts, 

the  Euxine  lea  being  dangerous,  and  the  ports  of  it  are  bad,  which  is  the  rcafon  why  there  is  little  trade 

that  way  ;  and  if  the  Black    fea  was  much  navigated,  it  would  hurt  both  Conftantinople  and  Smyrna, 

though  the  danger  of  it  mull  be  the  principal  rcafon  why  goods  are  carried  fuch  a  long  journey  by  land 

from  Conftantinople  to  Tocat,  which  cannot  be  above  four  or  five  days  journey  from  the  fia. 

Angora  is  computed  to  be  .ibout  a  hundred  and  fcventy  miles  from  Conftantinople.  In  that  rosd, 
eighteen  miles  from  Angora,  near  a  place  called  Ais,  there  is  a  very  hot  bath,  which  people  can  bear 
but  a  (hort  time;  and  it  is  chiefly  ufed  for  ulcers  and  fcrophulous  diforders.  Sixteen  miles  further  is  3 
town  called  B^ybazar,  fituated  on  fome  fm.ill  hills,  and,  as  well  as  I  could  learn,  is  not  .tbove  feven  or 
eight  n;ilvt  to  the  north  of  Uic  Sag.-irisj  if  it  was  not  a  place  that  is  very  dcilitutc  of  w;ttcr,  o;  if  thcfc 

were 
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the  great  road  from  Pcrfia,  which  is  by    the  way  of  Tocat,  Amafia,  and  Tocia  lo 
Condantinople. 

We  left  Angora  on  the  twenty-ninth  of  April,  and,  according  to  the  cuftom  of 
thefe  countries,  almoft  all  the  Europeans  did  me  the  honour  to  accompany  me  a  mile 
or  two  out  of  the  town.  We  made  a  cavalcade  of  between  thirty  and  ibrty  horfe,  and 
taking  a  collation  on  the  fide  of  a  ftream,  two  of  the  Englifh  gentlemen  went  on  with 
me  to  the  northward,  aiid  we  lay  at  a  place  about  twelve  miles  from  Angora.  On 
the  tliirtieth  we  went  about  twenty  miles  through  an  uneven  country,  and  came  into  a 
narrow  vale  between  the  mountains,  which  much  refembles  Savoy :  at  the  firll  entrance 
into  it  I  faw  a  bath  called  Kifdje-Hamam  ;  they  are  chalybeate  waters,  not  very  ftrong, 
but  tepid,  and  are  ufcd  both  for  drinking  and  bathing,  chiefly  the  latter  ;  but  they  are 
not  much  frequented,  becaufe  there  are  other  waters  near  which  are  more  efteemed. 
We  lay  at  a  village  in  which  the  houfes  are  made  of  entire  fir-trees  ;  1  faw  goofeberry- 
trees  grow  wild  in  this  country.  On  the  firll  of  May  we  went  about  four  miles  to 
fome  waters,  which  are  flronger  and  hotter  than  the  others,  infomuch  that  the  firfl 
entrance  gives  fome  pain  ;  they  are  called  Sha-Hamam ;  among  many  other  virtues, 
they  have  performed  wonderful  cures  in  the  dropfy ;  and  it  being  a  cool  retirement,  the 
Europeans  fomctimes  go  there  from  Angora  during  the  hot  feafon.  A  league  further 
there  is  a  \-illage  called  Cleficui  [Church Village],  from  a  ruined  church  which  is  there: 
from  this  place  my  friends  returned  to  Angora. 

Four  miles  further  we  crofTcd  the  mountains  to  the  weft  into  a  fine  country,  which, 
I  fuppofe,  muft  be  the  antient  Paphlagonia,  and  that  thefe  mountains  were  the  bounds 
between  it  and  Galatia.  We  lay  here  in  a  wooden  village,  where  the  people  were  very 
civil,  and  came  and  drank  coffee  with  us.  Paphlagonia  was  between  the  rivers  Halys 
and  Parthenius,  having  Pontus  to  the  eaft,  and  Bithynir  to  the  weft,  and  was  antiently 
governed  by  its  own  kings.  On  the  twenty-fecond  we  proceeded  on  our  journey,  and 
I  faw  a  town  called  Cherkes  to  the  north,  which  is  in  the  Tocat  road,  and  is  about  fixty 
miles  to  the  weft  of  Tocia  before-mentioned  ;  this  may  be  Anadynata  of  the  Tables, 
and  is  the  refidence  of  the  paflia  of  this  country.  Eight  miles  from  the  mountain  we 
palTed  over  the  fmall  river  Cherkes  which  runs  near  the  town,  and  came  into  the 
great  road  to  Conftantinople,  and  about  fix  further  ti?a  larger  ftream  called  Gercde 
Su,  which  runs  eaft,  and,  I  fuppofe,  it  is  the  antient  Parthenius  ;  on  the  other  fide  of 

were  any  antiquities  tfcere,  I  (hould  have  thought  it  was  PcfTinus ;  concerning  the  fituation  of  which 
place  I  could  get  no  information,  though  it  was  fo  famous  a  city  near  the  Sagaris ;  but  as  it  was  ia 
the  road  of  the  Tables  from  Nicxa  to  Amurio,  which  was  in  Great  Phrygia,  it  ought  to  be  looked  for 
farther  to  the  fouth  ;  it  may  be  about  the  place  where  we  paded  that  river  to  Angora  :  it  was  a  city  of 
great  trade,  and  famous  for  the  worfhip  of  the  mother  of  the  gods,  called  here  Angideftis,  who  is  the 
wme  as  Cybele ;  it  was  adorned  with  a  temple  and  portico,  by  the  kings  of  the  race  of  Altalus. 
There  was  a  ftatue  here  of  this  great  goddefs,  which  they  pretend  fell  down  from  heaven,  and  that  this 
gave  occafion  to  the  name  of  the  place  ;  the  ftatue  was  brought  to  Rome  in  the  time  of  the  fecond  Punic 
war,  on  account  of  a  prophecy  of  the  Sibylhnc  oracle,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  conqueft  of  the  Cartha- 
ginians. The  prophecy  of  the  Sibylline  oracle  is  thus  related  by  Livy  :  "  Quandoque  hoftis  tcrrse  Itahae 
"  bcllum  intuliffct,  eum  peUi  Italia  vinciquc  poffe,  (i  mater  Idaea  a  Pefllnante  Romam  advefta  foret." 
Liv.  xxix.  10.  Juliopolis,  the  old  Gordium,  is  fituated  farther  to  the  north  on  the  river  Saguin  ;  this 
place  was  famous  for  the  Gordian  knot  cut  by  Alexander  the  Great ;  but  the  city  was  deftroyed  before 
Strabo's  time.  Twelve  miles  beyond  Beybeyzar  is  Sarilar  ;  a  river  runs  by  it ;  and  to  the  weft  of 
this  river  the  Angora  goats  degenerate.  About  fixty-fix  miles  further,  at  a  village  called  Gaivey,  is  the 
paflage  over  the  Sagaris,  which  runs  a  great  way  to  the  weft  near  to  this  place,  and  then  turning  north, 
falls  into  the  Euxine  fea.  This  river  would  be  navigable  a  confiderable  way  up,  if  there  were  not  fome 
rocks  that  run  acrofs  it  ;  and  methods  might  be  found  to  make  it  navigable.  Thirty  miles  further  i< 
Ifmit,  the  antient  Nicoraedia,  which  is  thirty-fix milet  from  Scutari.  Bourfa  is  about  the  fame  diftance 
ham  Angora  as  Conftantinople. 

a  it, 
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Jt,  about  fix  miles  further,  Is  a  large  village  called  Bainder,  which  is  fourteen  miles  from 
Cherkes,  and  may  be  the  anticnt  Flaviopolis.  This  country  is  called  Varanchahcre 
[the  Ruined  City].  I  faw  the  ruins  of  an  antient  bridge  below  this,  where  I  firfl:  came 
ro  the  river  ;  near  Bainder  the  river  Cherkes  falls  into  the  Geredy-Su.  The  river 
Parthenius  is  faid  to  have  its  name  from  a  fable  that  the  virgin  Diana  ufed  to  hunt  about 
it;  and  the  city  Amaflris  was  at  the  mouth  of  it.  From  the  name  of  this  country  of 
V'aranchahere,  I  had  hopes  given  me  that  I  fliould  find  fome  antiquities  there,  and  had 
a  letter  to  the  waiwode,  who  is  the  governor  of  it  under  the  fultannefs  mother,  to  whom 
it  belonged ;  but  I  found  nothing  except  a  fmall  enclofure  near  the  waiwode's  houfe, 
about  thirty  feet  long  and  ten  wide  ;  in  the  middle  of  the  further  fide  there  is  a  {lone 
fet  up  an  end,  like  the  top  of  an  antient  (lone  coffin,  and  one  on  each  fide  of  it,  as  if  it 
had  been  defigned  as  a  place  for  a  ftatue ;  the  enclofure  round  confifls  of  ftones  fet 
up  an  end  about  three  feet  high,  as  defcribed  near  Konous  the  fuppofed  Colofle.  I 
conjectured  that  there  might  be  a  fepulchral  vault  under  it,  unlefs  the  place,  which 
fcemcd  defigiicd  to  receive  a  ftatue,  might  incline  to  conjedure  that  it  was  an  open 
temple,  in  the  manner  of  that  near  Tortofa  in  Syria ;  there  runs  a  fmall  river  near  it  to 
the  north-eaft,  which  may  be  the  Billsus,  near  the  mouth  of  which  was  Tios  on  the 
Euxine  fea;  Philetserus  was  of  that  city,  from  whom  the  kings  ofPergamus  dcfcended. 
When  I  went  to  the  houfe  of  the  waiwode,  I  was  conduced  to  the  apartments  allotted 
for  (trangers,  and  fent  my  letter  and  a  fmall  prefent  to  him  :  he  was  very  civil,  but  I 
could  not  find  that  there  were  any  antiquities  to  be  feen.  Having  gone  out  of  the  great 
road  to  this  place,  I  returned  to  it  on  the  third.  In  this  country  of  Vanmchahere  is  a 
fiinious  water  at  a  place  called  Sugergick ;  for,  as  they  tell  the  ftory,  when  a  country 
is  infefted  with  locufts,  if  this  water  is  carried  to  the  place  by  an  unpolluted  perfon, 
when  they  obfcrvc  the  locufts  have  laid  eggs,  it  always  brings  after  it  a  great  number 
of  fpeckled  birds  as  big  as  flerlings,  who  laying  and  hatching  their  eggs,  they  and 
tlieir  young  deftroy  the  locufts  which  are  produced  by  the  eggs  laid  the  year  before ; 
a  ftory  that  feems  very  improbable,  but  it  is  firmly  believed  in  thefe  parts,  and  is 
related  with  all  its  circumftances  by  many  travellers  ;  but  it  is  to  be  queftioned, 
whether  thefe  birds  would  not  come  and  deftroy  them,  though  the  water  was  not 
brought. 

Having  gone  out  of  the  great  road  to  this  place,  we  returned  to  it  again  on  the  third 
to  Geredy,  which  is  fifty-fix  miles  from  Angora ;  it  is  fituated  on  a  high  ground  on 
each  fide  ol  the  river  Geredy.  1  did  not  fee  the  leaft  remains  of  antiquity  here ;  the 
houfes  of  this  town,  as  well  as  all  the  others  which  I  faw,  after  I  came  to  the  baths, 
are  built  of  fir-trees  f  ^uared  out,  laid  one  on  another,  and  joined  at  the  corners  ;  the 
roofs  are  covered  with  boards  ;  thoy  have  in  this  town  a  manufaQure  of  ordinary  red 
leather  ;  and  the  Angora  goats  are  kept  fo  far  to  the  north  and  weft  ;  and  the  wool 
of  them  is  bought  at  this  town,  and  fent  to  Angora,  for  they  do  not  fpin  it  in  thefe 
parts.  This  place  is  about  fifty-four  miles  from  the  Euxine  fea,  the  neareft  place  on 
it  being  F.liry,  which  may  be  Heraclea ;  this  river  pallcs  by  two  places,  Mangeri  and 
Dourleck  ;  Ciniata  is  mentioned  in  Paphlagonia  under  mount  Olgaftrys,  it  was  ufed 
as  a  fortrefs  by  Mithridaies  Ctiftcs,  and  may  be  Anadynata  of  the  Tables^  it  is  not 
known  where  any  of  thefe  antient  places  were. 
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CllAP.  XVIII.  —  Of  Bar  la,  NicomeJia,  and  feme  other  places  in  Bithyr.ia;  and  of  tie 

Princes  IJlands. 

That  part  of  Bithynia  inhabited  by  the  Mariandyni  and  Caucones  was  between 
the  rivers  Parthenius  and  Hippius.  On  the  fourth  we  travelled  fixteen  miles  through 
a  very  pleafant  country,  and  came  into  a  village  in  a  beautiful  vale,  where  I  vi^ent  to 
the  houfe  of  the  man  of  whom  I  had  hired  horfes,  and  had  my  carpet  fpread  in  a 
grove  by  a  ftream.  I  obferved  that  they  make  ropes  here  of  hemp,  without  beating 
it,  but  only  pick  oft"  the  rind  with  their  hands.  On  the  fifth  we  went  four  mileo 
further  to  Borla,  through  a  pleafant  woody  country,  and  near  a  lake,  which  is  about 
four  miles  in  circumference,  called  Chagan-Guel ;  this  lake  abounds  in  a  fort  of  fifh 
that  are  looked  on  as  unwholefome. 

Borla  is  towards  the  weft  end  of  a  fine  vale,  which  is  about  a  league  broad,  and 

four  leagues  long  ;  it  is  a  moft  beautiful  fpot,  much  refembling  the  country  about 

Padoua,  and  the  low  mountains  on  each  fide  are  well  improved,  having  villages  on 

them,  and  are  like  the  Euganean  hills.     This  place  is  fituated  in  the  plain,  and  on  the 

fouth  and  weft  fide  of  a  hill,  on  which  there  are  fome  little  remains  of  the  walls  of  the 

antient  town,  which  was  fituated  much  like  Old  Sarum.     There  are  alfo  about  the 

town,  and  in  the  road  to  it,  feveral  fepulchral  infcriptions  cut  on  ftones,  which  are  like 

round  pedeftals,  about  two  feet  in  diameter,  and  four  feet  high.    -It  is  probable  tliis 

was  the  antient  Bithynium,  afterwards   called  Claudianopolis,    which  was   the  birth 

place  of  Antinous,  and  might  receive  a  third  name  from  him,  and  be  Antiniopolis  of 

the  Tables.     A  pretty  large  ftream  runs  through  the  vale  to  the  north-eaft,  which,  I 

fuppofe,  is  the  old  Elatas,  near  the  mouth  of  which  was  the  city  Heraclca.     On  the 

fixth  we  went  eighteen  miles  further,  througli   pleafant  woods,  moftly   of  hornbeam 

and  beach  ;    the    country  being    alinoft  entirely    uninhabited,    we  came  to    a  river, 

running  in  a  deep  bed,  which  is   called  Lanfu,  and  I   take  it  to  be  the  river  Hippius ; 

Xvhen  we  had  crofted  it,  we  pafled  through   a  village  called  Lasjah,  with  many  houfes 

and  kanes  in  it,  built  chiefly  for  the  convenience  of  travellers.     I  faw  here  a  great  deal 

of  hewn  ftone,  and  a  round  altar  adorned  with  feftoons,   and   conjecture  that  Prufa 

on  the  Hippius  was  fituated  here,  fuppofod  by  fome  to  be  the  antient  city  Illppia,  and 

that  it  received  a  new  name  from  being  rebuilt  or  enlarged  by  Prufias  king  ot  Bithynia. 

Near  this  place  they  turn  all  forts  of  wooden  vafes,  and  thofe  Turkifh  oval  tables 

with  one  foot,  like  a  falver,  which  are  made  of  one  jiiece  of  wood:  the  fituation  ot  it 

■agrees  with  the  diftance  of  Cepota  in  the  Tables,  from  Antiniopolis  or  Borla.     We 

went  on  and  lay  in  a  meadow  near  the  banks  of  the  river  j  I  obferved  this  day  a  great 

variety  of  trees  of  almoft  all  forts,  (except  birch  and  elm),  and  particularly  apple,  pear, 

medlar,  acanthus,  what  I  took  to  be  the  Roman  laurel,  and  a  dwarf  flirub  with  a  pale 

green  flower  like  the  lilach.     It  is  probable  the  Mariandyni  inhabited  on  the  lea  as  far 

as  the  mouth  of  the  Sagaris,  and  that  Bithynia  Proper,  being  to  the  fouth  of  that 

country,  was  divided  from  the  Mariandyni  by  the  Sagaris,  both  to  the  eaft  and  to  the 

north,  being  bounded   in  other  parts  to  the  eaft  by  Phrygia  Minor,  to   the  Ibuth-eaft 

by  the  river  iEfephus  from  Myfia,  to  the  weft  by  the  Propontis,  and  to  the  north  by 

the  Euxine  fea ;    this  part  of  BJchynia  was  inhabited  by  the  Chalcedonii.     On   the 

feventeenth  we  went  fourteen  miles,  the  latter  half  of  the  way  being  through  delightful 

woods  of  tall  oaks.    On  the  eighth  we  came  to  a  finall  town  called  Handak^,  at  the  weft 

end  of  the  wood,  which  may  be  Manoris  of  the  Tables  ;  it  is  chiefly  fupported  by  the 

•caravans  that  pafs  through  it ;  we  then  came  into  the  moft  beautiful  plain  enclofed 

a  country 


IN   THE   EAST.  697 

country  I  ever  beheld ;  it  is  about  three  leagues  broad ;  there  are  large  horn  beam 
and  walnut-trees  all  over  the  fields,  without  any  regularity,  low  hills  to  the  north, 
and  higher  to  the  fouth,  covered  with  woods,  between  which  the  Sagaris  runs  through 
this  plain,  and  we  pafled  that  river  on  a  large  wooden  bridge  a  hundred  paces  long  : 
Dufeprofolimpum  of  the  Tables,  might  be  about  this  place.  We  lay  at  a  village  a 
little  beyond  it,  having  gone  about  five  leagues  in  this  country  ;  we  loon  came  to  fome 
low  hills  covered  with  wood  and  corn,  which  divide  the  plain  into  two  parts,  and  render 
this  country  ftill  more  delightful,  infomuch  that  it  is  the  mod  beautiful  fpot  that  can 
be  imagined.  To  the  fouth  of  thefe  hills  I  faw  a  large  arch  built  againft  the  hill,  and 
at  a  little  diftancea  piece  of  a  high  wall  remaining;  but  as  we  were  with  a  caravan, 
I  could  not  fatisfy  my  curiofity  in  going  to  fee  it.  This  may  be  Demetrium  of  the 
Tables,  though  the  diftanccs  do  not  well  agree ;  they  call  it  now  the  bridge  of  the  old 
Sacari,  as  if  the  channel  of  the  old  Sacari  had  formerly  run  there.  There  is  one 
thing  I  obferved  in  all  this  country  ;  almofl  all  the  people  who  cultivate  the  land  are 
janizaries,  for  being  near  Conftantinople,  many  of  that  body  have,  without  doubt, 
fettled  here,  all  whofe  defcendants  are  janizaries ;  they  diftinguiih  themfelves  by  an 
unbleached  coarfe  linen  fafli,  which  they  wear  about  their  turbant.  We  proceeded 
in  our  journey  on  the  ninth ;  the  large  lake  of  Sabanjah  is  on  the  fouth  fide  of  thofe 
hills  which  divide  the  plain,  it  extends  about  half  a  league  in  breadth  from  thefe 
hills,  to  thofe  on  the  north  ;  and  it  is  above  two  leagues  long ;  there  are  fifli  in  it 
efpecially  a  large  carp,  which  ihcy  fifli  for  in  boats,  hollowed  out  of  one  piece  of  wood  ; 
there  is  a  little  town  called  Sabanjah  on  this  lake,  where  all  the  roads  meet  that  go 
to  Conftantinople ;  and  this  great  concourfe  is  the  chief  fupport  of  the  place  ;  this 
may  be  Lateas  of  the  Tables,  which  is  but  twenty-fix  miles  from  Nicomedia,  though 
this  place  is  but  fixteen ;  I  faw  here  fome  Hones  that  were  of  antient  work.  We  went 
on  near  the  lake  through  this  delightful  country,  which  exceeds  any  that  I  have  fcen  • 
the  foil  is  very  rich,  and  there  are  no  Hones  in  it.  We  flopped  in  a  beautiful  meadow, 
where  I  made  balm  tea  of  the  herb,  which  grew  on  each  fide  of  my  carpet ;  we  went 
fix  miles  further,  and  on  the  tenth  travelled  fix  miles  to  Ifmit,  which  is  the  antient 
Nicomedia,  faid  to  be  firll  built  by  Olbia,  and  had  its  firfl  name  from  him  ;  it  was 
afterwards  rebuilt  by  Nicomedes  king  of  Bithynia,  though  Olbia  feems  rather  to  have 
been  near  it,  and  that  the  inhabitants  of  it  were  tranfplanted  to  this  place.  That  range 
of  hills  which  divide  the  plain,  as  before  mentioned,  extend  along  to  the  north  of  the 
bay  on  which  Nicomedia  Hood.  The  prefent  town  is  fituated  at  the  foot  of  two  of 
thefe  hills,  and  all  up  the  fouth  fide  of  the  weflern  one,  which  is  very  high,  and  on 
part  of  the  other  ;  it  is  near  the  north-ead;  corner  of  the  bay.  All  the  houfes  have 
fmall  gardens  or  courts  to  them,  el'pecially  thofe  on  the  hills  ;  the  gardens  are  planted 
with  trees,  and  the  vines  being  carried  along  on  frames  built  like  roofs,  make  the  city 
appear  exceedingly  beautiful  ;  and  indeed  the  fituation  of  it  is  very  fine  ;  the  country 
is  well  improved  all  round  it ;  the  little  hills  on  each  fide  are  covered  with  gardens 
and  vineyards,  and  the  country  on  the  other  fide  of  the  bay  has  a  beautiful  appearance; 
the  fhops  are  in  four  or  five  (Ireets  next  to  the  fea,  built  round  many  large  kanes ; 
their  houfes  are  modly  up  the  fide  of  the  hills,  and  the  Chriftians  live  towards  the  top, 
as  it  does  not  fuit  fo  well  with  theTurkilh  indolence  to  take  the  pains  to  afccnd  fo  high. 
They  have  no  quay  to  the  town,  but  a  fort  of  wooden  piers  like  bridges  built  out  into 
the  water,  and  the  great  boats  come  up  to  them,  it  being  a  place  of  great  concourfe, 
in  order  to  embark  for  Conftantinople ;  though,  they  fay,  it  is  a  hundred  miles  by 
fea,  yet  I  think  it  cannot  exceed  fifty,  mcafuring  round  by  the  coaft,  as  it  is  but 
thirty-fix  miles  to  Scutari  by  land }  but  here  the  caravans  end  their  journey,  and  no 
VOL,  -X.  4  u  people 
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people  go  to  Scutari  by  land,  except  thofo  who  travel  on  their  own  beafls ;  they  have 
alio  a  trade  in  building  large  boats  ;  and  a  great  commerce  in  timbtr,  brought  in  boards 
and  rafters  from  the  woods,  in  which  the  country  abounds ;  they  have  alfo  an  export 
of  fait,  there  being  faUems  at  the  eaft  end  of  the  bay  ;  the  refidence  of  the  pafha  of 
the  country  is  in  this  place. ,   There  are  about  two  hundred  Armenian  families  with 
their  archbifliop,  who  has  a  monaftery  five  or  fix  miles  to  the  north-eaft,  where  he 
fometimes  refides ;  they  have  one  church  in  the  city,  to  which  there  belongs  only  one 
prieil ;  there  are  about  a  hundred  Greek,  families  here,  who  have  likewife  an  archbifhop, 
and  a  church  out  of  the  town  called  St.  Pantaleon,  in  which  there  is  the  tomb  of  that 
majtyr ;   hut  I  could  not  be   informed  any  thing  concerning  S.  S.  Barba  and  Adrian, 
who  were  martyred  here,  as  well  as  St.  Gorgon,  whofe  body  is  faid  to  be  in  France  j 
there  are  very  few  remains  of  the  antient  Nicomedia.     On  the  top  of  the  highcft  hill 
is  tiie  principal  piece  of  antiquity  that  is  to  be  feen,  which  are  remains  of  very  ftrong 
walls,  with  femircular  towers  at  equal  diilances ;  for  about  a  third  part  up  it  is  built 
with  hewn  flone,  every  ftone  being  encompalled  with  brick,  which  feems  to  be  a  proof 
that  the  walls  are  not  of  very   great  antiquity,  but  probably  after  Conflantine  ;  the 
upper  part  of  the  walls  is  built  with  brick  ;  there  are  alfo  fome  remains  of  them  at  the 
bottom  of  the  hill  which  extend  to  the  fouih-wefl;,  from  which  it  is  probable  they  were 
continued  down  to  the  fea,  turning,  as  I  fuppofe,  to  the  ealt,  at  the  bottom  of  that 
part  of  the  hill,  where  I  faw  remains  of  thick  walls  built  againfl  the  hill  fo  as  to  keep 
up  the  earth  ;  and  on  the  eafl  fide  they  feem  to   have  come  down  along  the  fide  of 
the  high  hill  ;  to  the  eafl  of  this  there  is  another  hill,  where  the  Jews  have  their  burial 
place  ;  there  are  remains  here  of  a  very  magnificent  ciftern  built  of  brick,  which 
feemed  to  have  had  in  it  four  rows  of  pillars,  fix  in  a  row,  about  fifteen  feet  apart  ;. 
and  there  are  arches  turned  irom  them  every  way  ;  the  arches  which  cover  the  ciftern 
are  very  flat,  and  made  of  bricks  fet  round  in  an  oval  figure;  the  bricks  in  the  walls 
are  an  inch  thick,  and  the  mortar  between  them  is  three  inches  thick.     It  is  probable 
that  there  was  antiently  fome  great  building  over  this  ciftern,  and  that  it  was  made 
before  the  water  was  brought  in  a  great  ftream  along  the  fide  of  the  hills  by  a  channel, 
as  it  is  at  prefent :  there  are  a  few  Greek  infcriptions  about  the  town :  it  is  thirty -two 
miles  from  Ifmit  to  Ifnick,  the  antient  Nicgea,  by  way  of  Sabanjah  befoi'e  mentioned, 
which  is  twelve  miles  from  the  former,  and  twenty  from  the  latter,  and,  I  fuppofe, 
it  is  Lateas  of  the  Tables,  probably  the  fame  as  Libo  in  the  Itinerary,  which  is  in   the 
road  from  Nicomedia  to  Nicasa.     The  gulph  of  Ifmit  was  antiently  called  Aftacenus 
and  Olbianus,  and  the  head  of  land  to  the  fouth  of  it  was  called  the  promontory  of 
Neptune.     The  bay  of  Ifmit  is  about  thirty  miles  long.     Proneftus  is  mentioned  oa 
it  as  a  place  of  great  trade  oppofite  to  Nicomedia,  which  might  be  where  Boifis  Scale 
now  is,  direftly  oppofite  to  Ifmit.     Drepane  alfo  is  mentioned  on  this  bay,  which 
Conftantine  called  Helenopolis,  in   honour  of  his   mother  ;  but  I  had  no  grounds  to 
conjefture  where  it  was,  nor  could  I  learn  any  thing  about  Acuron,  where  it  is  faid 
Conftantine  died  when  he  was  going  to  the  river  Jordan  to  be  baptized,  only  that  there 
is  a  place  of  that  name  about  fourteen  miles  to  the  north-eaft   of  Lfmit.     Arrianus  the 
hiftorian  was  of  Nicomedia  ;  and  near  this  bay  lived  the  famous  prince  Tekely  or 
Thokoly,  at  a  country-houfe,  which  he  called,  the  Field  of  Flowers  ;  he  was  buried  in 
the  Armenian  cemitery  at  Ifinit,  and  there  is  a  Latin  epitaph  on  his  tomb. 

We  left  Ifinit  on  the  eleventh,  and  went  out  of  the  road  three  miles  to  the  north 
to  an  alum  water,  which  is  called  Chaiefu ;  on  the  hill  over  it  are  the  foundations  of 
a  church  dedicated  to  the  Virgin  Mary,  to  which  the  Chriftians  refort  at  a  certain, 
fcafon  of  the  year ;  this  water  has  no  particular  tafte,  but  has  alum  in  it,  and  is 
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fent  in  great  quantities  to  Conftantinople  ;  it  has  been  thoaght  to  be  good  for  the  flone ; 
and,  they  fay,  that  it  is  an  approved  remedy  for  a  dyfentery. 

Ten  miles  from  Ifmit,  in  the  road  ta  Conftantinople,  there  is  a  very  fmall  village 
on  the  fea,  called  Corfau  ;  to  the  weft  of  it  is  a  hill,  on  which  there  are  ruins  of  walls 
en  the  north  and  weft  fides,  which  coming  down  to  the  plain  make  an  cnclofure  above 
half  a  mile  in  circumference  ;  it  feems  to  have  been  an  antient  town,  and  probably  was 
Aftacus,  from  which  the  bay  had  its  name.     On  the  twelfth  we  went  fix  miles  to  a 
little  port  called  MahoUom,  where  the  caravans  of  Bourfa  land  from  Dill  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  bay.     Eight  miles  further  we  came  to  a  country  town  called  Gebfeh,  fituated 
on  a  height  about  a  league  from  the  fea.     It  is  thought  that  the  antient  Libyfla  was 
about  this  place  ;  but  as  I  faw  no  marks  of  antiquity,  I  concluded  it  was  nearer  the 
fea :  at  that  place,  or  near  it,  Hannibal  lived  after  he  had  fled  to  Nicomedes  king  of 
Bithynia,  and  here  he  poifoncd  hiinfelf  when  he  found  he  was  betrayed  ;  it  is  faid  that 
he  built  a  tower,  with  entrances  on  the  four  fides,  by  which  he  might  efcape,  in  cafe  he 
Ihould  be  furprifed  ;  this  building  was  probably  on  fome  advantageous  ground,  wliere 
he  might  always  fee  at  a  diftance  any  perfons  that  were  coming ;  as  we  find  they  defcried 
the  Romans,  who  were  fent  to  take  him.     About  a  league  to  the  fouth-caft  of  Gebfeh, 
on  the  higheft  ground  in  thofe  parts,  there  is  a  fmall  mount,  which  commands  a  view 
of  the  whole  country,  and  there  are  fome  cyprefs  trees  near  it ;  it  is  poflible  that  the 
tower  in  which  that  groat  general  lived  might  be  on  this  fpot,  and  that  this   barrow 
might  be  the  heap  of  land  under  which  it  is  faid  he  was  buried.     Eight  miles  further 
is  Pantik,  a  fmall  town  on  the  fea,  which  muft  be  Pantichio  of  Antonine's  Itinerary, 
fifteen  miles  from  Cb;>lceilon,  and  twenty-four  from  Libyfla,  which  latter  diftance  is 
much  too  great.     I  faw  near  the  town  a  large  round  bafon  built  of  brick,  and  a  fmaller 
arched  place  near  it,  both  -"f  which  feem  to  have  been  cifterns  for  water,  the  latter 
ferving  for  that  ufe  at  prefent.     We  lay  in  the  fields  beyond  this  place ;  and  on  the 
thirteenth  we  found   the  country   much  improved  in  gardens  and  vineyards,  for  the 
ufe  of  Conftantinople.     We  faw  the  Princes  Iflands,  which  are  at  the  entrance  of  the 
gulph  of  Ifinit,  and  are  inhabited  by  the  Greeks. 

I  failed  from  Conftantinople  to  thefe  iflands,  in  company  with  fome  Englifli  gentle- 
men ;  we  went  firft  to  the  largeft  and  moll  eaftern  ifland,  fituated  oppofite  to  Cortal, 
towards  the  mouth  of  the  bay  of  Ifinit,  and  about  a  league  from  the  continent  •  it  is 
called  by  the  Turks  Boiuk  Addah  [The  Great  Ifland],  and  by  the  Greeks  Principe ; 
it  is  about  a  mile  long  from  north  to  loutii,  and  half  a  mile  broad,  and  confifts  of  two 
hills  and  a  plain  fj^ot  to  the  north,  on  which  the  town  ftands  by  the  fea-fide ;  it  was 
tolerably  well  built,  and  is  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  length,  but  is  now  in  a  ruinous 
condition.  The  ifl;md  belongs  to  the  archbifliop  of  Chalcedon,  and  is  inhabited  by 
Greeks,  who  all  live  in  the  towTi,  and  in  two  monafteries  that  are  in  the  ifland  •  there 
are  four  churches  in  the  town ;  according  to  their  tradition,  it  antiently  ftood  at  the 
northern  foot  of  the  hill  which  is  to  the  fouth  about  the  convent  of  faint  Nicholas  • 
vrhere  there  are  remains  of  a  round  ciftern  built  of  ftcne  and  brick,  fixty  feet  in  dia- 
meter and  fifteen  deep  ;  and  there  are  fome  ruim-d  arches  to  the  e;'.rt  near  the  water. 
There  is  a  third  convent  in  the  ifland,  which  is  ruined.  'I'he  Erench  uled  formerly  to 
have  country-houfes  on  this  ifland,  and  retire  to  them,  as  the  Greeks  do  at  prefent ; 
but  they  have  now  left  them  on  account  of  the  inconveniences  of  the  water,  and  the 
danger  of  being  detained  by  contrary  winds.  The  chief  fubliftence  of  the  inhabitants 
is  filhing  and  felling  wine  (brought  from  the  continent,  and  the  ifland  Alonia)  to  the 
people  of  ConUantinople,  who  frequently  come  to  thefe  iflands  for  their  pleafure. 
This  ifland  produces  fome  corn  on  the  north  and  eaft  lldes  j  there  arc  olive  and 
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fir-troes  on  the  hills,  and  it  feems  naturally  to  run  into  wood,  efpecially  the  juniper : 
there  is  a  fort  of  flone  in  it,  which  looks  like  iron  ore  ;  and  they  have  a  tradition,  that 
there  were  antiently  iron  mines  in  the  ifland ;  there  is  a  well  near  the  town,  the  water 
of  which  has  no  particular  tafte,  but  is  purging,  and  efteenied  good  in  venereal  cafes. 
About  half  a  mile  to  the  eaft,  there  is  an  uninhabited  ifland  called  Anderovetho,  which 
is  near  a  mile  in  circumference,  and  fervcs  for  palturage.  We  failed  half  a  mile  to 
the  ifland  of  Halki,  [XaXxn]  called  by  the  Turks  Eibeli ;  it  is  direftly  fouth  of  a 
village  on  the  condncnt  called  Maltebe  or  Maltapi.  This  ifland  is  about  four  miles 
in  cuxumference,  and  confills  of  two  hills ;  at  the  eaftern  foot  of  the  northern  hill  is 
the  fmall  town,  confiding  moflly  of  taverns  and  fhops  ;  it  has  only  one  church  in  it ; 
on  the  top  of  the  hill  there  is  a  convent  ot  tlie  Holy  Trinity,  with  great  conveniencies 
for  receiAing  ftrangers  ;  and  there  is  a  remarkable  Latin  infcription  at  the  well.  We 
went  fouthward  to  the  delightful  convent  called  Panaiea,  which  is  fituated  between 
the  two  fummits  of  the  fouthern  hill,  where  I  faw  Pailfms,  the  depofed  patriarch  of 
Conflantinople,  whom  I  had  met  at  FamaguRa  in  Cyprus ;  for  he  had  been  recalled, 
though  not  reltored.  We  went  to  the  north-north-eafl  to  faint  George's  convent,  on 
the  eaflern  foot  of  the  northern  fummit  of  the  hill,  where  they  have  large  buildings 
for  flrangers,  who  come  to  thefe  iflands  in  great  numbers  when  the  plague  rages  at 
Conflantinople.  The  town  belongs  to  this  convent,  which  is  the  property  of  the 
archbifliop  of  Chalcedon ;  the  other  two  convents  belong  to  the  patriarch  of  Con- 
ftantinople.  This  ifland  produces  a  fmall  quantity  of  good  flrong  white  wine,  and 
fome  corn. 

To  return  to  the  continent ;  about  a  league  beyond  Pantek  we  came  to  another  fmall 
town  called  Cortal  ;  two  leagues  from  it  is  Cadicui,  a  fmall  town  or  village  on  the  well 
fide  of  the  promontory,  on  which  the  antient  Chalcedon  flood. 

Chap.  XIX.  —  0/  Chalcedon,  Scutari,  the  Euxine  Sea,  and  fome  places  on  it. 

THE  promontory  on  which  the  antient  Chalcedon  flood  is  a  very  fine  fituation, 
being  a  gentle  rifing  ground  from  the  fea,  \vith  which  it  is  almofl  bounded  on  three 
fides,  that  is  in  part  on  the  eall  fide,  as  well  as  on  the  fouth  and  weft ;  further  on  the 
eaft  fide  of  it  is  a  fmall  river  which  falls  into  the  little  bay  to  the  fouth,  that  feems 
to  have  been  theii-  port,  and  I  find  is  called  by  a  certain  geographer  Portus  Eutropii ; 
as  the  point  oppofite  to  the  eaft,  where  there  is  a  light  houfe,  was  called  the  promontory 
Herasum  ;  fo  that  Chalcedon  would  be  efteemed  a  moft  delightful  fituation,  if  Con- 
ftaniinople  was  not  fo  near  it,  which  is  indeed  more  advantageoufly  fituated  ;  for  this 
place  muft  be  much  expofed  to  the  wind  in  winter,  and  has  not  a  good  port.  The 
cape  is  about  half  a  mile  broad,  and  a  mile  long,  commanding  a  full  view  of  the 
Fropontis,  of  the  Thacian  Bofphorus,  and  of  Conftantinople.  There  are  no  remains 
of  this  antient  city,  all  being  deftroyed,  and  the  ground  improved  with  gardens  and 
vineyards ;  the  Greeks  have  a  fmall  church  here,  which  carries  no  great  face  of 
anuquity,  and  yet  they  pretend  to  fay  that  the  council  of  Chalcedon  was  held  in  it : 
the  church  is  in  a  low  fituation  near  the  fea,  though  it  is  more  probable  that  the 
cathedral  church  of  Chalcedon  was  on  a  more  advanced  ground ;  and  I  find  fome 
travellers  have  placed  it  at  a  diftance  from  this,  though  I  could  get  no  account  of  the 
ruins  of  any  church  on  the  height. 

This  part  of  Bithynia  is  hilly  to  the  eaft,  and  the  hills  approaching  near  the  Bof- 
phorus to  the  north-eaft  of  Scutari,  the  foot  of  them  extends  away  to  the  fouth  towards 
Chalcedon,  and  ending  at  the  fea,  makes  a  little  bay,  with  the  point  of  Chalcedon, 

9  oppofite 
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oppofite  to  Conftantinople,  where  probably  the  arfenal  was,  which  is  faid  to  have 
been  at  Chryfopolis.  Over  the  north  part  of  this  bay  is  the  feragho  of  Scutari,  where 
the  grand  fignor  commonly  paflcs  fome  days  in  the  beginning  of  fummer  ;  it  is  a 
delightful  place,  and  commands  a  fine  view  of  the  city.  To  the  north-eafl  of  it  there 
are  beautiful  open  fields  for  paflurage,  and  beyond  them  the  burial  places  of  Scutari, 
which  being  planted  with  cyprefs  and  other  trees,  are  very  pleafant ;  and  from  both 
thefe  places  there  are  fome  of  the  fined  views  that  can  be  imagined  ;  from  one  part, 
particularly,  the  land  appears  as  locked  in,  in  fuch  a  manner  that  the  fea  oppofite  to 
Scutari  looks  like  a  lake,  and  that  city,  together  with  Tophana  and  fome  villages  to 
the  north,  appear  like  a  beautiful  city  built  round  the  lake,  which  has  the  fineft  effe<St 
that  can  be  imagined. 

Scutari  is  called  by  the  Turks  Scudar,  and  is  fuppofed  to  be  the  antient  Chry- 
fopolis ;  the  fouth  part  of  it  is  oppofite  to  the  point  of  the  feraglio,  and  the  north  part 
to  Tophana  and  Funducli.  The  fiiuation  of  Scutari  is  very  beautiful,  of  which  I  fhould 
not  have  been  fcnfible,  if  I  had  not  feen  it  from  a  minaret  in  the  town  :  the  hill  is 
fhaped  in  a  femicircle  like  a  theatre,  a  little  hill  on  each  fide  of  the  entrance  to  it  adds 
to  the  beauty  of  it.  The  city  is  built  all  round  up  the  fides  of  the  hills,  and  in  the  area 
between ;  it  is  planted  with  trees  rather  thicker  than  Conftantinople ;  and  though  I 
had  feen  it  from  feveral  places  before,  yet  the  view  from  the  minaret  was  one  of  the 
moft  furprifing  and  beautiful  fights  I  ever  beheld  ;  the  town  cannot  be  lefs  than  four 
miles  in  circumference,  being  the  great  refort  for  travellers  from  the  eaft.  The 
waladea  moique  here,  though  not  large,  is  very  fine,  and  built  in  a  good  tafte,  and 
beautifully  adorned.  The  Perfian  ambaffador  refides  at  the  fkirts  of  the  town  in  a  well 
fituated  palace  ;  he  did  not  care  to  fee  any  Franks,  the  porte  being  very  fufpicious, 
and  the  minifter  very  wifely  avoided  giving  umbrage  without  any  reafon  ;  though  the 
Pcrfians  have  a  much  greater  regard  for  the  Franks  than  the  Turks,  and  accofted  us  in 
the  ftreets  with  much  civility.  There  is  a  hill  over  Scutari  to  the  north-eaft,  which 
has  two  fummits,  from  which  there  are  very  extenfive  and  delightful  views  of  Con- 
ftantinople, and  the  adjacent  places  ;  the  beauty  of  which  indeed  cannot  be  conceived 
without  being  on  the  place. 

There  are  near  twenty  villages  on  each  fide  of  the  Thracian  Bofphorus,  or  The 
Canal,  as  it  is  called  by  the  Europeans.  The  hills  coming  very  near  the  fea  on  the 
Afia  fide,  for  this,  as  well  as  for  other  reafons,  the  villages  are  fmall  ;  but  on  the 
F.urope  fide  they  are  fo  large  that  it  appears  almoft  like  one  continued  city  for  about 
three  parts  of  the  way  towards  the  F.uxine  fea,  as  far  as  a  village  called  JJoyucderry, 
where  the  French  and  Venetian  ambailiidors  have  counti7-houfes :  on  both  fides, 
the  grand  fignor  has  a  great  number  of  feraglios  and  kiolks,  or  fummer  houfes,  many 
of  them  built  by  viziers,  and  other  great  perfons  ;  all  whofe  eftates  are  fcized  on  by  the 
monarch,  whenever  they  are  difgraced  or  die.  The  canal  is  very  pleafant ;  the 
villages  all  along,  and  the  hills  over  them  covered  with  wood,  make  the  view  very 
delightful.  The  Bofphorus,  now  called.  The  Canal,  is,  according  to  the  antients, 
fifteen  miles  long  ;  they  computed  it  to  be  feven  ftadia  in  width  from  Chalcedon  to 
Byzantium  ;  but  in  other  parts  only  four  or  five  ftadia  broad.  The  narroweft  part  is 
thought  to  be  between  Rumelli  Hilfari  [The  caftle  of  Romelia],  and  Anatole  HiiTari 
[The  Eaftern  or  Afiatic  caftle],  and  confequcntly  it  muft  have  been  there,  at  the  temple 
of  Mercury  on  the  Europe  fide,  that  Darius  built  a  bridge,  in  order  to  lead  his  army 
againft  the  Scythians.  The  caftle  on  the  Alia  lide  was  built  by  Bajazet  the  firft, 
when  he  befieged  Conftantinople  about  ti;ree  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago ;  that  on 
the  Europe  fide  was  the  work  of  Mahomet  the  fecond,  before  he  laid  fiege  to  Con- 
ftantinople : 
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ftantinople:  hefe,  all  fliips  that  go  to  the  Black  fca  arc  examined,  and  mutinous 
JAiiizaries  are  often  imprilbned,  llrangled,  and  thrown  into  the  fea.  Oppofite  to 
Scutari,  there  is  a  fmall  rock  or  ifland,  on  which  there  is  a  tower  called  Kilculi,  or 
the  virgin  tower,  and  by  the  Franks  the  tower  of  Leander ;  there  is  a  little  turret 
disjoined  from  itj  on  which  there  is  a  lanthorn  for  a  lamp,  which  they  keep  burning  in  it 
by  niglu  for  the  direftion  of  fliipping.  Under  the  tower  there  is  a  cirtern  of  rain 
water:  this  tower  was  built  by  the  emperor  Emanuel,  and  it  is  fald  that  there  was  a 
wall  from  it  to  the  Afia  fide.  Towards  the  mouth  of  tlie  Black  fea  there  are  two  other 
fortifications  called  Anatole  Kala  [The  Afiatic  fort],  and  Rumeli  Kala  ['I'he  Romelia 
fort],  and  by  the  Franks  they  are  called  the  new  caltles,  as  thofe  before  mentioned 
are  diftinguKhed  by  the  name  of  the  old  caftles  ;  thofe  near  the  Black  fea  were  built 
in  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  twenty-eight,  by  Amurath  the  fourth,  in  order  to  hinder 
the  incurfions  of  the  Cofiacks,  who  had  come  into  the  canal,  and  burnt  many  of  the 
villages.  Near  the  cafile,  on  the  Afia  fide,  which  they  look  on  as  the  entrance  into 
the  13ofphorus  from  the  Black  fea,  there  was  a  temple  to  Jupiter  Urius,  which  was 
five  miles  from  the  port  of  Daphne,  probably  the  bay  at  Boyucderry  on  the  European 
fide,  which  was  ten  miles  from  Byzantium.  Some  th.ink  that  the  name  of  a  place 
called  Amur  leri,  which  is  near  the  caftle,  was  derived  firom  this  temple ;  oppofite 
to  it  there  was  a  temple  of  Serapis.  It  is  faid  that  Jafon  returning  from  Colchos  facri- 
ficed  here  to  the  twelve  gods,  and  probably  in  particular  to  Jupiter  Urius,  or  Jupiter 
that  gives  favourable  winds.  In  the  temple  of  Jupiter  Urius  there  was  a  bronze  (latue ; 
and  the  infcription,  fuppofed  to  have  been  on  the  pedeflal  of  it,  was  found  at  Chalcedon, 
is  explained  by  the  learned  Cliifliul,  and  the  original  infcription  has  been  fince  brought 
to  England,  and  is  now  in  Dr.  Mead's  moft  curious  coUeftion  of  antiquities.  Oppofite 
to  Boyucderry  there  is  a  hill  on  the  Afia  fide,  where  they  pretend  to  fliew  the  tomb 
of  Nimrod  ;  it  is  a  fpot  railed  in,  and  a  piece  of  ground  is  laid  out  like  a  garden 
bed,  four  feet  broad,  and  forty-four  feet  long  ;  and  the  Turks  have  fome  devotion  for 
this  place  :  to  the  fouth  of  it,  in  a  very  pleafant  vale,  there  is  a  fummer  houfe  of 
the  grand  fignor's,  which  is  known  by  the  name  of  Tocat';  it  is  about  a  mile  from  the 
canal.  Five  miles  further  at  the  entrance  into  the  Bofphorus  were  the  Cyanean  rocks 
or  iflands,  called  alfo  the  Symplegades,  one,  on  the  Europe  fide,  the  other  in  Afia ; 
that  on  the  Afia  fide  lies  further  out  of  the  canal  to  the  eail ;  on  both  fides,  at  the 
entrance  of  the  canal  from  the  Euxine  fea,  there  is  a  tower  for  a  lighthoufe.  The 
Euxine  fea  is  called  by  the  Turks  Caradenize  [The  Black  Sea] ;  It  is  looked  on  as  a 
very  dangerous  fea,  by  reafon  that  it  is  fubjecl  to  violent  winds,  efpecially  from  the 
north,  and  has  very  few  good  ports  ;  it  is  navigated  moflly  by  finall  velfels,  which 
import  provifions  to  Conftantinople,  and  fome  larger  that  are  employed  in  bringing  timber 
and  wood  :  it  is  probable  now  the  Mufcovites  have  Afoph,  fome  other  trade  may  open 
from  thofe  parts,  efpecially  that  of  furs,  which,  during  the  war,  had  in  part  been 
carried  on  from  Sweden  by  fhips  of  that  nation.  The  fea  is  faid  to  be  three  hundred 
and  fifty  miles  broad  from  north  to  fouth,  and  nine  hundred  long  from  eaft  to  weft  ; 
it  is  fuppofed  to  have  fome  fubterraneous  paifages,  as  fo  many  great  rivers  fall  into  it, 
and  yet  it  has  only  the  fmall  outlet  of  the  Thracian  Bofphorus.  The  northwardly 
winds  which  blow  from  it  moll  part  of  the  year  bring  clouds  with  them,  and  thele 
cool  refrelhing  winds  make  the  climate  of  Conftantinople  very  temperate  and  cool  in 
fummer,  whilft  other  places  in  the  fame  latitude  fuller  much  from  the  heat. 
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Chap.  XXI. '— Of  the  D^rdanels,  Ilium,  and  Old  Troy. 

WHEN  I  left  Conftantinople,  I  went  to  Adrianople,  Rodofto,  Gallipoll,  and  fome 
other  plarrs  in  Thrace  ;  and  on  the  twcnty-'ourth   of  July  embarked  at  Gallipoli,  and 
failed  to  the  Dardanels  on  ih.'  Ada  fide;  it  is  called  twelve  leagues;  but  is  no  more 
than  twelve  miles,  being  fo  far  by  land  from  Lamfac  near  oppofite  to  Gallipoli.     The 
Hellefpont  was  fo  called  l^y  the  antients,  becaufe  Ilellc,  attempting  to  fwim   over  here 
on  the  ram  with  the  golden  tlcece,  was  drowned  :  the  Europeans  call  it  the  Dardanels, 
as  well  as  the  caftles  about  the  middle  of  it ;  the  Turks  give  it  the  name  of  Bogas  [The 
mouth  or  entrance].     The  entrance  to  the  Dardanels  is  now  to  be  computed  from  the 
Afia  light-houfe,  about  a  league  without  LamHic,  and  from  the  Europe   light-houfe, 
half  a  league  to  the  north  of  Gallipoli ;  the  whole  length  is  about  twenty-fix  miles,  the 
broadeft  part  is  not  computed  to  be  above  four  miles  over,  though  at  Gallipoli  it  was 
judged  by  the  antients  to  be  five  miles,  and  from  Seftus  to  Abydus  only  feven  ftadia ; 
they  alfo  computed  it  a  hundred  and  feventy  ftadia  from  Lampfacum  to  Abydus,  feventy 
from  that  place  to  Dardanus,  the  diftance  from  which  to  Rhceteum  is  not  mentioned, 
which  may  be  twenty,  but  from  Rha^teum  to  Sigcum  was  fixty,  in  all  thirty  miles  and 
a  half,  excepting  the  diftance  between  Dardanus  and  Rhgeteum  ;  fo  that  it  is  probable 
they  meafured  round  by  the  bays  on  the  fea.     The  land  on  each  fide  the  Hellefpont  is 
nioftly  hilly,  efpecially  to  the  weft.     About  three  leagues  from  Gallipoli  the  pailage  is 
wide,  and  the  land  locking  into  the  fouth,  it  appears  like  a  large  bafon ;  then  follows 
the  narrow  ftreight,  which  is  about  a  league  in  length  ;  at  the  fouth  end  of  it  are  the 
Dardanel  caftles,  near  the  middle  of  the  Dardanel  pafTage  ;  they  have  been  thought  by 
many  to  be  on  the  fite  of  Seftus  and  Abydus  ;  though  fome  have  conjedured  that  thefe 
places  were  at  the  north  entrance  of  this  narrow  pafl'age,  where,  on  the  Afia  fide,  there 
is  a  long  mound  or  rampart,  with  a  barrow  at  each  end,  like  the  remains  of  a  caftle : 
on  the  Europe  fide  there  is  a  hill ;  and   to  the  north  of  it  is  a  ruined  caftle,  called 
Acbafli,  which  at  prefent  is  the  habitation  of  a  Dervife,  and  may  be  fome  remains  of 
Seftus  ;  though  the  paflage  over  the  ftreight  might  be  to  the   fouth-eaft,  at  fome  little 
diftance  from  it :  what  induces  me  to  think  that  thofe  towns  were  here,  is  the  diftance 
mentioned  between  Abydus  and  Dardanus,  which  is  eight  miles  and  three-quarters ; 
for  the  promontory  Dardanium,  and  the  city   Dardanus,  muft  have  been   the  cape, 
called  by  the  Franks  cape  Berbiere  or  Berbieri,  only  a  league  from  the  prefent  caftle, 
which  fome  fuppofe  to  have  been  Abydus ;  the  river  Rhodius  alfo  is  faid  to  have  been 
between  Abydus  and  Dardanus,  which  feems  to  be  the  river  called  Chaie,  that  falls 
into  the  fea  at  the  caftle,  wafliing  the  walls  of  it  when  it  overflows  ;  fo  that  if  Abydus 
had  been  there,  it  would  have  been  faid  that  the  river,  though  fouth  of  the  town,  fell 
into  the  fea  at  Abydus,  and  not  between  that  place  and  DarcLonus.     Strabo  alio  fays, 
that  Abydus  is  at  the  mouth  of  the  Hellefpont  ;uid  Propontis ;  from  which  one  may 
argue,  that  it   was  rather    at   the  north  end  of  this  ftreight   towards   tlie  Propontis : 
wherever  it  was,  it  is  remarkable  on  account  of  the  bridge  which  Xerxes  made  there 
from  Afia  into  Europe.     The  Rhodius  therefore  falling  in  at  the  old  caftle  of  the  Dar- 
danels on  the  Afia  fide,  we  are  to  conclude  that  Cynofema,  the  tomb  of  Hecuba,  was 
at  the  oppofite  caftle,  being  defcribed  to  be  over  agiiinft  the  mouth  of  the  Rhodius. 
Abydus  was  built  by  the  Milefians  with  the  permifilon  of  Gyges  king  of  Lydia,  to  whom 
It  was  then  fubjetV.     The  people  of  this  place  made  a  ftout  rcfiftance  againil  Philip  ihe 
Eirll  of  Maccdoji,  and  doftxoyed  ihcmlelves  whca  they  could  hold  out  xio  Ignger. 

The 
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The  caftles  are  fometimes  called  by  the  Turks  Bogas  HifTar  [The  ca flies  of  the 
entrance]  ;  but  that  to  the  eaft  is  called  Natoli  ElWhiirar  [The  old  Afia  caftle]  ;  it  is 
a  high  fquare  building,  encompafTcd  with  an  outer  wall  and  turrets  ;  there  arc  fourteen 
large  brais  cannon  \\  ithout  carriages  on  the  f'ca  fhorc ;  they  are  always  loaded  with 
ftoneball,  ready  to  fink  any  fliip  that  would  offer  to  pafs  without  coming  to  anchor,  in 
order  to  be  fearched  :  they  fire  likewife  with  ball,  in  anfwer  to  any  fl)ip  that  falutes  the 
caflles ;  as  this  does  much  damage  where  they  fall,  fo  the  lands  direftly  oppofite  com- 
monly pay  no  rent :  there  are  eight  other  cannon  towards  the  fouth  ;  I  faw  aniong  them 
two  very  fine  ones,  one  is  twenty-five  feet  long,  and  adorned  with  flower-de-luces, 
which,  they  fay,  was  a  decoration  antiently  ufed  by  the  emperors  of  tlie  eafl  before  the 
French  took  thofe  arms,  and  I  have  feen  them  in  many  parts ;  the  other  cannon  is  of 
brafs,  twenty  feet  long,  but  in  two  parts,  after  the  old  way  of  making  cannon  of  iron 
of  feveral  pieces ;_  the  bore  of  this  is  about  two  feet,  fo  that  a  man  may  very  well  fit 
in  it ;  two  quintals  and  a  half  of  powder  are  required  to  load  it ;  and  it  carries  a  ball  of 
ftone  of  fourteen  quintals  *.  The  town  on  the  north  fide  of  the  caflle  is  a  mile  and  a 
half  in  circumference,  and  has  in  it  twelve  hundred  houfes,  two  hundred  of  which  are 
Creeks,  a  hundred  Armenians,  and  fifty  of  Jews.  They  have  a  great  manufacture 
both  here  and  on  the  other  fide,  of  cotton  and  fail-cloth  ;  and  they  make  here  a  fort  of 
vare  like  that  of  Delft,  which  is  exported  to  the  value  of  fifteen  thoufi\nd  dollars 
a-year ;  they  alfo  fend  out  fome  wax,  oil,  wool,  cotton,  and  cotton-yarn ;  and  build 
fmall  fhips.  The  town  is  fituated  in  a  plain,  which  begins  about  two  miles  to  the  north, 
and  extends  to  the  promontory  DardaniunT,  being  about  a  league  broad ;  I  croffcd  it 
going  near  to  the  eafl  by  the  river,  and  went  in  between  the  hills  to  Jaur-Kala,  fituated 
on  a  high  hill ;  it  is  faid  to  have  been  built  in  hafle,  and  did  not  appear  to  be  of  any 
great  antiquity.  A  French  conful  refides  at  the  caflle  of  theDardanels,  and  a  drogger- 
man  for  the  Englifh  and  Dutch,  who  is  a  Jew.  The  other  caflle,  called  Rumeli  Efki- 
hiffar  [The  old  caflle  of  Romelia],  has  in  it  twenty  large  brafs  cannon,  one  of  which 
is  of  a  great  fize ;  but  notfo  large  as  that  on  the  other  fide.  The  town  is  near  a  mile 
round  in  compafs,  flands  on  the  fide  of  the  hill,  and  is  inhabited  only  by  Turks,  who 
carry  on  a  great  manufafture  of  fail-cloth. 

At  the  caflle  I  was  with  the  Englifh  droggerman,  who  fet  out  with  me  to  the  fouth 
on  the  twenty-feventh,  in  order  to  fee  the  fiiuation  of  old  and  new  Troy :  we  went  by 
the  fea-fide,  and  in  an  hour  came  to  the  cape,  called  by  the  Turks  Kepos-borncu,  and 
t)y  Europeans  Cape  Berbier  or  Berbreri,  which  I  take  to  be  the  prcmcntory  Dardanium 
of  the  antients  J  and  I  obferved  on  it  a  rifing  ground,  which  feemed  to  Irve  been 
Improved  by  art,  and  might  be  the  fpot  where  old  Dardanus  flood,  which  w  s  but  a 
fmall  town.  Here  Sylla  and  Mithridates  met,  and  made  a  treaty  of  pence;  fome  fay, 
that  Ganymede  was  taken  from  this  cape;  others,  from  Harpagia,  on  the  confines  of 
Cyzicus  and  Priapus ;  there  was  here  alfo  a  cape  called  Gyges,  probably  feme  fmall 
head  of  land  that  might  be  a  part  of  this  promontory.  To  the  north  of  the  fuppofed 
Dardanus  there  is  a  vale,  extending  fome  way  to  the  eafl,  where,  probably,  was  Ophry- 
nium,  and  the  grove  of  Heflor,  mentioned  near  Dardanus,  as  well  as  the  lake  Pteleus ; 
for  I  obferved  that  way  fome  water,  which  makes  it  a  fort  of  a  moraffy  ground.  Fur- 
ther to  the  fouth  the  high  white  hills,  which  run  along  to  the  north  of  the  plain  of 
Troy,  end  at  the  fea ;  on  fome  of  thefe  eminences  near  the  fea  Rhjeteum  muil  have 
been,  which  was  fituated  on  a  hill ;  I  concluded  that  it  was  near  a  Chriflian  village 

•  A  quintal  is  one  hundred  and  ten  rotoli  of  one  hundred  and  forty -four  drains. 
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called  Telmefii,  and  more  commonly  Jaurcui,  which  is  fix  ittiles  from  the  old  caftle, 
and  about  three  from  the  fuppofed  DardaHus.  When  1  had  paffed  thefe  hills,  I  faw 
from  the  fouth  a  high  pointed  hill  over  the  fea,  which  looked  as  if  it  had  been  fortified, 
and  I  judged  that  it  was  near  weft  of  Telmefli.  The  Aiantium,  where  the  fepulchre 
and  flatue  of  Ajax  were,  is  mentioned  as  near  Rha;teum  on  the  fliore ;  and  I  obferved 
at  the  defcent  to  the  plain  of  Troy  a  little  hillock,  on  which  a  barrow  was  raifcd,  and 
there  were  fome  broken  pieces  of  marble  about  it ;  but  whether  this  was  the  tomb  of 
Ajax,  would  be  difficult  to  determine :  we  at  length  came  into  that  famous  plain,  juft 
within  the  mouth  of  the  Hellefponr ;  it  is  about  two  miles  broad  and  four  long,  from 
the  conflux  of  the  Simois  and  Scamander,  to  the  fea.  To  the  eaft  of  this  plain  is  that 
hill,  which,  as  Strabo  obfervcs,  runs  along  to  the  eaft  between  the  Simois  and  Sca- 
mander ;  two  chains  of  hills  end  on  the  north  fide  of  the  plain,  one  between  the  Simois 
and  the  river  Thymbrius,  the  other  between  the  Thymbrius  and  the  fea,  where  the 
plain  ends  to  the  weft  at  the  fea ;  within  the  entrance  to  the  Hellefpont  there  are 
lalterns ;  and  in  the  plain  near  the  fea,  one  pafles  over  ftanding  waters  on  two  or  three 
bridges,  which  are  the  marflies  that  Strabo  mentions  ;  as  the  others  are  the  fea  lakes, 
all  which,  he  fays,  were  made  by  the  Scamander  ;  he  obferves,  that  this  river  brings 
much  mud  along  with  it,  and  has  a  blind  mouth  or  outlet,  which  is  very  true,  for  the 
fea  fills  the  mouth  of  the  Scamander  with  fand ;  fo  that,  as  in  many  rivers  in  thefe 
parts,  there  is  no  vifible  outlet,  but  a  bank  of  fand  being  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  the 
water  pafles  through  it ;  unlefs  when  they  are  overflowed  by  great  winter  torrents, 
which  rife  above  it ;  and  this  is  what  fecms  to  be  meant  by  a  blind  mouth  ;  for  the 
Scamander  is  a  very  fmall  rivulet  in  the  fummer,  though  the  bed  of  it  is  wide,  and  is 
filled  with  the  winter  floods.  To  the  fouth-weft  a  ridge  of  low  hills  runs  near  the  fea, 
from  the  Sigean  promontory,  now  called  cape  Icnechahcre,  which  is  at  the  entrance  of 
the  Hellefpont :  the  antient  Sigeum  was  on  this  cape,  which  was  deftroyed  by  the 
Trojans,  on  account  of  fome  jealouiies  they  had  conceived  of  the  inhabitants  :  there  is 
now  a  village  on  the  fpot  called  lenechahere  [The  new  city],  or  more  commonly  Jaur- 
cui ;  and  there  are  two  Greek  churches  in  it ;  at  one  of  them  I  faw  the  famous  Sigean 
infcription.  There  is  a  piece  of  a  farcophagus  of  white  marble  near  it,  on  which  are 
fome  reliefs  of  fine  workmanfhip  ;  there  is  alfo  here  a  mezzo  relievo,  as  big  as  life, 
broke  oflT  at  the  hands,  and  is  very  finely  executed  ;  it  is  a  young  man  who  holds  in 
his  hand  fome  inftrumcnt,  wliich  being  broke  off,  appears  only  as  the  end  of  a  ftick, 
which  might  be  the  handle  of  a  fpear,  on  which  he  is  reprefented  as  looking  with  a 
melancholy  afpecl.  This,  poffibly,  might  be  dcfigncd  to  reprcfent  Achilles  (who  was 
had  in  great  veneration  here)  looking  on  that  fpear  with  which  he  had  bdcn  mortally 
wounded.  To  the  north-weft  of  this  place,  a  little  lower  on  the  hill,  is  a  large  barrow, 
and  eaft  of  it  a  lefs,  and  to  the  fouth  of  that  another  finall  one  ;  and  though  it  is  certain 
that  thefultans  and  their  viziers  have  fuch  barrows  made  by  their  foldiers  in  many  parts 
where  they  pafs,  the  larger  fort  for  the  fultan,  and  the  lefs  for  the  viziers ;  yet,  not- 
witliftanding,  I  cannot  but  remark,  if  I  may  not  be  thought  to  give  too  much  into  con- 
jectures, that  thefe,  poilibly,  may  be  very  extraordinary  pieces  of  antiquity,  and  the 
great  one  might  be  raifed  over  the  fepulchre  of  Achilles,  as  the  other  two  might  be  on 
thofc  of  Patroclus  and  Antilochus,  who  were  buried  here;  and  to  whom  the  Trojans 
paid  a  fort  of  divine  honours.  To  the  north-weft  of  thefe,  under  the  hill,  is  the  new 
caftle  in  Afia,  on  the  fouth  fide  ©f  ths  mouth  of  the  Scamander,  with  a  finall  village 
about  it,  and  a  little  town  in  it,  being  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  compafs  ;  in  time  of 

f)cace  it  is  open  and  negleclcd,  and  any  one  may  enter ;  it  has  about  it  fome  very  fine 
arge  brafs  cannon,  the  bores  of  which  arc  not  lefs  ihaii  a  foot  in  diameter ;  there  are 
VOL.  X.  4  X  twenty-one 
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twenty-one  of  them  to  tlie  fouth-weft,  and  twenty-nine  to  the  north ;  but  in  time  of 
war  with  the  Venetians  a  paflia  rcfides  in  each  of  tlie  four  caftlcs  ;  there  are  a  hundred 
and  thirty  men  belonging  to  this,  who  follow  their  trades  and  employs. 

I  hired  two  janizaries  to  go  with  me  the  next  morning,  on  the  twenty-eighth,  towards 
old  Troy,  and  to  the  mines,  the  road  being  very  dangerous.  The  low  hill  which  runs 
to  the  fouth-eaft  from  the  Sigean  promontory  has  three  fummits  or  heights,  divided  by 
fmall  vales,  or  rather  hollow  grounds ;  on  that  next  the  cape  was  Sigeum,  about  a 
mile  in  compafs  ;  on  the  fccond  there  is  no  village ;  but  to  the  fouth-eail  of  it  there  is 
a  barrow,  and  in  the  hollow  between  it  and  the  third  are  two  fmall  rifing  grounds ;  on 
the  third  hill  is  Icnecui  [The  new  village],  inhabited  by  Chriftians  :  to  the  fouth-eaft 
of  this  there  is  a  fourth,  which  extends  to  the  north-eaft  towards  the  conflux  of  the  two 
rivers.  Afcending  this  height  towards  the  north-eafl:  end  of  it,  I  came  to  a  village 
called  Bujek,  where  there  are  great  heaps  of  ruins,  many  broken  pillars,  and  pieces  of 
marble ;  and  at  the  burial  place  of  Bolcui,  about  three  quarters  of  an  hour  further, 
there  are  a  great  number  of  hewn  flones,  columns,  and  pieces  of  entablature,  and  this 
Itake  to  have  been  Ilium,  which  was  once  a  village,  and  famous  for  an  antient  temple 
of  Minerva ;  it  was  afterwards  made  a  city  by  Alexander,  when  he  came  to  it  upon  his 
viftory  at  the  Granicus  ;  and  after  his  death  it  was  improved  by  Lyfimachus.  The  Sca- 
mander  and  Simois  are  faid  to  meet  under  this  place  ;  and  old  Troy  is  fuppofed  to  have 
been  at  the  llian  village  on  the  height  directly  over  the  meeting  of  thefe  rivers.  On  the 
north-eafl  end  of  this  rifing  ground  or  hill,  on  which  Ilium  flood,  there  is  a  barrow, 
which  might  be  the  tomb  of  Aifyctes,  faid  to  be  five  ftadia  from  old  Ilium  in  the  way 
to  the  modern  city.  In  this  plain  of  Troy  mofl  of  the  battles  mentioned  by  Homer 
were  fought.  It  is  probable  this  whole  chain  of  low  hills  from  Sigeum  were  formerly 
called  Sigia ;  for  Strabo  fays,  that  was  the  name  of  the  place  where  Ilium  was  built, 
by  order  of  Alexander,  after  he  had  gained  that  fignal  viftory  on  the  Granicus. 
Achseum  was  adjoining  to  it,  that  is,  its  territory  bounded  on  that  of  Ilium,  and  the 
town  might  be  where  Jenicui  is  now  fituated,  and  its  port,  towards  Sigeum,  was  twelve 
ftadia  from  Ilium  :  adjoining  to  this  was  LarifTa,  which  might  be  between  Ilium  and 
the  fba ;  and  alfo  Colcncc,  which,  probably,  was  in  the  valley  towards  Elkiflambole, 
which  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  Alexandria,  or  Troas.  On  my  return,  going  further 
eaft,  I  travelled  by  the  Scamander,  fome  miles  before  it  joins  with  the  Simois,  where 
it  is  called  Gofdah-fu,  as  it  afterwards  has  the  name  of  Mandras-fu.  I  crofled  from  it 
to  the  fouth-weft,  over  that  high  ground  which  is  between  the  two  rivers  ;  defcending 
a  little  above  the  confluence  of  the  waters :  I  thought  it  would  be  in  vain  to  fearch  on 
this  height  for  the  ruins  of  old  Troy,  where  it  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  ;  all  this  part 
being  now  covered  with  wood ;  and  the  fite  of  it  was  not  known  feventeen  hundred 
years  ago.  I  then  croffed  over  the  river  Thymbrius,  called  Gimbrick-Chaie  ;  the  vale 
through  which  it  pafles  muff  be  the  Thymbrian  plains,  mentioned  as  near  Troy,  in 
which  the  Tycians  were  encamped  :  this  river  fell  into  the  Scamander  at  the  temple  of 
Thymbrian  Apollo,  mentioned  as  fifty  ftadia  from  Ilium.  Under  the  height  of  the 
fuppofed  antient  Troy,  the  country  abounds  much  in  a  low  fhrub  wood,  which,  pro- 
bably is  that  rough  fpot  mentioned  by  Homer  under  old  Troy,  and  called  Erineus. 

From  the  fuppofed  ruins  cf  Ilium,  1  went  about  fix  miles  eaflward  to  a  village  called 
Efkiupjee  at  the  foot  of  mount  Ida,  where  I  was  recommended  to  the  aga.  There  are 
mines  here  of  filver,  lead,  copper,  iron,  and  alum,  of  which  very  little  profit  is  made, 
though  any  one  may  have  leave  to  work  them,  paying  only  a  fifth  of  the  produce  to 
the  governor :  thofe  who  undertake  this  work  are  meflly  Greeks,  who  have  been 
obliged  to  fly  from  the  iflands  or  other  parts.     The  mines  are  dug  like  rabbit  holes,  fo 
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as  that  there  is  no  need  of  ropes  or  ladders  in  order  to  defcend.  The  alum  ftone  as 
chalk  is  dug  in  pits,  and  being  burnt,  and  afterwards  boiled  in  water,  which  is  drawn 
off  at  a  proper  tinie,  the  alum  becomes  folid,  much  after  the  fame  manner  as  they 
make  faltpetre. 

Ida  is  not  a  fmgle  mount,  but  a  chain  of  hills  that  extends  from  cape  Le£lus  to  the 
north-north-eaft,  as  far  as  the  country  that  was  called  Zelia,  bounding  on  the  territory 
of  Cyzicus  ;  all  the  country  to  the  weft  of  it  being  the  kingdom  of  Troy.  The  highelt 
fummit  of  this  mountain  feems  to  be  that  part  which  is  direttly  eaft  of  the  place  where 
the  Simois  and  Scamander  meet ;'  this,  probably,  is  that  part  of  it  called  Cotylus, 
which  is  computed  to  be  about  thirteen  or  fourteen  miles  from  the  fuppofed  Scepfis ; 
the  antients  fay,  that  it  was  a  hundred  and  twenty  fladia,  or  fifteen  miles  from  that 
place.  The  rivers  Scamander,  the  Granicus.  and  ^fepus,  rife  out  of  mount  Cotylus, 
their  fources  not  being  above  three  or  four  miles  apart ;  the  Scamander  is  faid  to  rife  at 
Biramitch  about  fix  hours,  or  twelve  miles  from  the  mines.  Another  fuimnit  of  mount 
Ida  is  Gargarum,  probably  more  to  the  fouth  ;  there  was  on  it  an  ^olian  city  called 
Gargara.  "  To  the  fouth  of  the  mines  there  is  a  long  rocky  mountain  called  Chigur ; 
on  the  top  of  it  are  ruins  of  an  antient  city,  particularly  of  the  walls,  which  are  ten 
feet  thick,  and  built  of  large  grey  ftone  without  cement ;  they  are  about  three  miles  in 
circumference,  and  there  are  eight  gates  to  the  city.  I  take  this  place  to  be  Scepfis  ; 
and  Efkiupjee,  the  name  of  the  village  near,  feems  to  bear  fome  refemblance  to  it. 
Old  Scepfis  was  in  another  place,  near  the  higheft  part  of  mount  Ida,  probably  towards 
mount  Cotylus ;  it  was  at  the  diftance  of  fixty  ftadia  from  new  Scepfis,  to  which  the 
inhabitants  removing,  the  old  place  afterwards  had  the  name  of  Palgefcepfis.  Deme- 
trius the  grammarian  was  of  this  place,  who  is  fo  often  quoted  by  Strabo  in  relation  to 
thefe  parts ;  an  author  who  wrote  thirty  books,  only  on  fixty  lines  of  Homer's  cata- 
logue of  the  Trojans  and  their  allies ;  and  a  very  remarkable  account  is  given  how 
Ariftotle's  library  and  manufcripts  were  preferved  in  this  place  for  many  years. 

I  went  to  the  mines  with  a  defign  to  go  to  Troas,  or  Alexandria,  oppofite  to  Tenedus ; 
but  the  aga  would  not  advife  me  by  any  means  to  go  to  that  place,  which  is  now  called. 
Etkiftambole,  or  to  any  of  the  places  in  the  neighbourhood ;  becaufe  the  paflia  being 
in  fearch  of  rogues,  they  were  flculking  about  the  country,  and  we  fliould  have  a  great 
chance  of  falling  into  their  hands  ;  fo  I  determined  to  return  to  the  caftles  by  another 
way  :  we,  however,  ventured  to  go  about  two  miles  to  the  weft,  to  a  high  rocky  hill, 
like  a  fugar  loaf,  called  Kis-Kalgj'  [The  virgin  caftle] ;  there  is  a  winding  way  up  to 
it ;  and  on  the  fummit  of  this  hill  is  a  ruined  caftle,  defended  by  round  towers  at  the 
corners  ;  it  feems  to  have  been  built  in  hafte  :  to  the  weft  there  is  a  part  of  it  which  is 
lower  than  the  reft,  and  fortified  ;  and  there  are  a  great  number  of  cifterns  cut  into  the 
hill  in  that  part.  We  went  on  to  the  tents  of  the  Urukes,  who  are  a  poor  fort  of 
Turcomen  that  live  among  the  hills,  and  are  chiefly  fubfifted  by  the  Iheep  and  goats 
which  they  breed. 

Wefet  out  from  the  mines  on  the  thirtieth,  and  after  travelling  about  five  miles  to 
the  north-weft,  we  came  to  a  town  called  Enui,  a  little  below  which  the  rivulet  Enai- 
chaie  falls  into  the  Scamander  ;  this  feems  to  be  the  river  Aiulrius,  which  rofe  in  the 
country  called  Carafena,  and  fell  into  the  Scamander :  the  paflia  was  here  with  his 
people,  in  order  to  clear  the  country  of  rogues,  and  I  faw  on  the  outfide  of  the  town 
two  of  them  on  ftakes  who  had  been  lately  impaled.  Frcjm  this  place  I  travelled  by  the 
Scamander,  and  crofted  the  hills,  on  which,  probably,  old  Troy  ilood,  to  the  Simois 
and  Thymbrius,  and  returned  in  a  road  more  to  the  eaft  than  that  in  which  I  came  to 
the  Dardanels,  or  old  caftle  of  Afia.     It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  to  the  eaft  of  the  ter- 
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ritory  of  the  city  of  old  Troy,  (which,  without  doubt,  was  itfelf  a  little  principality  or 
kingdom),  was  the  dillrid  or  principality  of  Cebrenia  to  the  north  of  the  Scamaiider, 
probably  extending  to  the  great  height  of  mount  Ida  before  mentioned. 

Chap.  XXI.  —  0/  Troas. 

AFTER  I  had  been  at  Bourfa  and  Nice,  1  returned  to  the  Dardanels,  and  went  by 
Tenedus  to  Elkiflanibolo,  fupuofed  to  be  Alt  xandria  or  Troas,  built  by  Antigonus, 
and  called  Antigonia ;  and  afterwards  improved  by  Lyfimachus,  and  called  by  him 
Alexandria,  in  honour  of  his  mafler  Alexander  the  Great ;  it  is  thought  to  have  been 
made  a  Roman  colony  by  Auguftus.  This  place  is  fituated  on  a  rifing  ground,  which 
ends  in  high  cliffs  at  the  fea  oppofite  to  Tenedus  ;  the  walls  appear  to  have  been  about 
four  miles  in  circumference.  At  the  north- weft  corner  of  the  walls  are  the  ruins  of  a 
tower ;  under  this,  to  the  weft,  there  is  a  plain  fpot  between  the  height  and  the  fea, 
where  there  are  remains  of  an  old  port  or  bafon,  near  half  a  mile  in  circumference, 
and  about  a  furlong  from  the  fea,  with  which  it  communicates  by  a  canal.  Going 
along  by  the  remains  of  the  old  v  alls  towards  the  fouih-eaft,  fomething  more  than  a 
quarter  of  a  mile,  I  came  to  the  remains  of  the  Hippodrome  or  circus,  which  is  funk 
into  the  ground ;  at  the  eaft  end  of  it  there  are  ruins  of  fome  confiderable  building  j 
and  further  to  the  foulh  is  a  fort  of  a  deep  bed  as  of  a  canal  to  the  fea,  which  might 
ferve  as  a  port  in  order  to  lay  up  their  gallies  in  the  winter  ;  to  the  eaft  there  is  a  winding 
valley,  and  beyond  it  is  the  high  ground,  on  which  a  large  temple  is  fituated  ;  there 
was  a  wall  carried  from  the  town  wall  to  the  Hippodrome,  and,  probably,  this  might 
be  the  bounds  of  the  old  city  bcfoi-e  it  was  enlarged  ;  and  I  obfL'rvcd  that  to  this  place 
the  walls  were  built  in  the  old  manner,  one  tier  of  ftone  fet  up  an  end,  and  the  other 
laid  flat,  the  walls  further  eaft  not  being  built  in  that  ilyle.  I  came  to  the  eaft  fide, 
where  there  had  been  three  or  four  gates ;  one  about  the  middle,  and  oppofite  to  the 
large  temple,  near  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  it,  of  which  there  are  great  remains  ;  it 
was  very  much  after  the  manner  of  that  building  at  Ephefus,  which  was  either  a  temple 
or  the  gymnafium ;  it  is  a  large  inclofure  built  with  arches  on  three  fides,  which  are 
inclofed  except  on  the  north  fide,  where  they  are  open,  as  they  were,  pi'obably,  on  the 
fouth ;  there  feem  alfo  to  have  been  confiderable  buildings  to  the  north  and  fouth  on 
the  outfide  of  this  inclofure;  the  temple  itfelf  was  in  the  middle,  and  was  finiflied  in 
a  very  magnificent  manner,  though  it  is  fo  fmall  that  it  feems  to  have  been  defigned  only 
to  receive  fome  great  itatue,  which  might  be  the  objeft  of  their  vvorfliip  ;  and  though 
there  is  a  very  grand  entrance  into  the  inclofure  at  the  eaft  end,  yet,  by  what  1  could 
judge,  the  grand  front  of  the  temple  was  to  the  weft,  where  there  are  three  very  large 
and  beautiful  arches  remaining,  which  made  the  front  of  it ;  the  cornices,  at  the  fprings 
of  them,  are  very  richly  adorned  with  fculpture  ;  and  it  is  probable  that  the  whole  was 
cafed  with  white  marble :  the  peafants  call  this  Baluke  Serai  [The  Palace  of  honey], 
becaufe,  they  fay,  many  bees  and  hornets  make  their  combs  in  the  holes  of  the  walls  ; 
but  it  is  more  probable  that  it  is  derived  from  Baal,  the  eaftern  name  of  Apollo.  On 
the  fouth  fide  of  the  city,  a  little  way  within  the  walls,  are  the  remains  of  a  theatre, 
which  is  beautifully  fituated  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  high  ground,  commanding  a  glorious 
view  of  the  fea,  of  Tenedus,  and  the  iflands  about  it  j  all  the  feats  and  front  are 
deftroyed,  and  there  appears  to  have  been  only  one  arch  at  each  end  ;  on  the  ground  to 
the  eaft  of  the  theatre  are  remains  of  a  very  tliick  high  wall,  where  there  might  be  a 
refervoir  of  water.  On  the  low  ground,  at  a  fmall  dirtance  to  the  north  of  the  theatre, 
are  remains  of  a  temple,  or  fome  other  building,  of  a  fingular  ftruQ:ure ;  they  call  it 

1  Kifla 
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Killa  ferai  [The  Virgin's  palace],  which,  probably,  might  be  a  temple  of  Diana ;  it 
fcems  to  be  a  building  of  very  great  antiquity  ;  the  principal  front  is  to  the  fouth, 
which  was  adorned  with  pilafters  ;  it  appears  as  a  large  fquare  building,  and  every  tier 
of  If  one  fets  in  on  the  other  three  fides  at  leall  half  a  foot ;  entering  at  the  fouth  front, 
there  is  a  room  which  is  not  large ;  it  is  fomething  in  the  fliape  of  a  crofs,  the  part  to 
the  north  is  a  paffage  through  the  building,  as  1  fuppofe,  though  it  is  now  clofed  up  ; 
over  this  paffage,  and  on  each  fide  above,  are  the  apartments  to  the  entrance,  which  is 
from  the  north,  and  probably  there  was  a  flight  of  fteps  to  it ;  though  the  ground  is 
higher  there  than  on  the  fouth  fide ;  the  middle  part  opens  to  the  room  below,  exactly 
over  the  entrance  to  the  long  pafl'age  that  leads  to  the  north.  This  whole  building  is 
arched  over,  but  flat  at  top  on  the  outfide ;  and  it  is  very  probable,  that  the  grand 
temple  was  a  room  over  all  thefe  of  the  fize  of  the  whole,  and  that  there  were  fome 
rooms  under  this  upper  ftory,  to  which  there  are  now  no  entrance.  The  walls  of  the 
city  fecm  to  be  above  a  mile  in  length  from  eafl:  to  weft,  and  near  a  mile  from  north  to 
fouth  :  both  the  walls  and  thefe  buildings,  cfpecially  the  firfl  great  temple,  have  been 
much  dettroyed  by  the  command  of  the  prefent  Grand  Signior,  on  his  firft  acceffion  to 
the  throne,  in  order  to  carry  the  beft  ftones  and  marbles  to  Conftantinople,  to  be 
employed  in  public  buildings  ;  and,  they  fay,  he  was  led  to  it  by  a  renegado,  who  per- 
fuaded  them  that  they  fliould  find  great  treafures  in  this  place. 

About  half  a  mile  to  the  eaft  of  the  city  walls  there  is  a  vale,  in  which  there  runs  a 
fait  rtream  called  Aiyeh-fu  ;  on  the  weft  fide  of  this  ftream  there  are  many  hot  iul- 
phurous  fait  fprings,  which  feemed  to  have  alfo  fomething  of  chalybeat  in  them  ; 
there  are  two  baths  built  over  them  on  the  fide  of  the  hills,  and  ruins  of  many  buildings 
near  it,  fome  of  which  are  very  antient,  and  feveral  arches  of  them  remain,  with  the 
walls  built  of  black  and  while  ftone  fet  in  lozenge-wife ;  fome  have  thought  this  to 
be  Larilfa.  Atone  of  the  baths  I  faw  a  colofl'al  (tatue  of  a  woman  of  white  marble; 
the  head  was  broke  oft",  but  the  drapery  is  very  fine,  and  one  of  her  hands  appears  to 
have  been  covered  by  the  veft.  Returning  to  the  port  direftly  from  the  baths,  and 
leaving  the  old  city  to  the  fouth,  I  pafled  by  fome  fmall  fquare  piers,  which  might  be 
part  of  a  portico  to  walk  in. 

I  took  the  two  Greek  boatmen  to  accompany  me,  but  either  out  of  fear  or  lazincfs, 
both  ot  them  foon  left  me  ;  and  I  examined  every  thing  without  any  one  to  accompany 
me  but  my  own  fervant,  which  they  pretended  was  very  dangerous.  Going  from  this 
place  to  Tcnedus  by  fea,  I  obferved  the  barrow,  mentioned  between  the  fecond  and 
third  hills  from  the  Sigean  promontory,  was  very  much  expofed  to  view  from  the  fea, 
and  fo  might,  more  proba!>ly,  be  the  tomb  of  Achilles ;  that  alfo  on  the  fourth  hill, 
fuppofod  ti)bo  the  burial  place  of  Ayfetes,  appeared  likewife  to  great  advantage.  All 
the  counfiy  about  this  city,  and  the  fpace  within  the  walls  alfo,  are  under  wood,  being 
chiefly  a  particular  fort  of  oak,  with  tlie  large  acorns,  which  are  gathered  by  the  country 
people,  in  order  to  be  expcrted  to  lialy  for  tanning. 

Chap.  XXII.  —  Of  Lampfacus,  and  the  IJlands  of  the  Propontis. 

AFTF.R  I  returned  to  the  Dardanels  I  fet  out  northwards  by  land,  on  the  thirty-firft 
ot  July,  towards  l,ampfacus.  Between  that  city  and  Abydus  fome  places  are  named 
by  Homer,  which  were  not  known  by  the  antient  geographers  ;  one  of  them  is  Arilba, 
the  refideiice  of  Afius,  wliirh  wason  the  river  Scllous  :  about  two  hours,  or  four  miles 
to  thenorth  of  thccallle,  there  is  a  river  called  l\iulfacui-Chaie,  which  may  be  the  old 
Selkiis,  and  the  village  of  Muilacui,  which  is  a  little  higher  on  it,  the  antient  Arifl>a. 

Near. 
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Near  four  miles  further  is  a  larger  river  called  Borgas-Chaie,  which  may  be  the  river 
Padius  mentioned  by  the  poet.  On  the  fide  of  the  liills,  over  the  plain  through  which 
it  runs,  there  is  a  very  plealant  village  called  Borgas,  in  one  part  of  which  there  rife 
a  great  number  of  fine  fprings,  infomuch  that  it  is  called  the  thoufand  fountains. 

Lampfacus,  firft  called  Pityufa,  on  the  Afia  fhore,  near  oppofite  to  Gallipoli,  is 
about  a  mile  further  to  the  fouth  than  that  city  ;  this  place  was  given  to  Themiitocles  to 
furnifii  him  with  wine.  Several  great  men  among  the  antients  were  natives  of  Lamp- 
facus ;  and  Epicurus  lived  here  for  fome  time,  and  enjoyed  the  company  of  the  learned 
men  of  this  city.  There  is  a  little  current  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  prcl'ent  fmall  town, 
which  is  fituated  on  a  height,  and  on  the  plain  near  the  fea ;  the  antient  city  feems  to 
have  extended  up  the  rifii  g  ground  further  to  the  eaft  ;  I  faw  no  ruins,  exce]  t  of  an 
old  thick  wall  in  the  town ;  it  has  two  ports,  very  well  defended  by  heads  of  land 
which  extend  out  into  the  fea :  the  little  hills  all  about  it  are  finely  cultivated,  being 
covered  with  vines  and  ether  fruit  trees;  I  could  not  go  fo  freely  about  this  j-.l-ic,  as 
the  plague  was  there  at  that  time.  About  a  mile  to  the  north  of  the  town  there  is  a 
pleafant  village  called  Shardack,  from  which  there  is  a  great  export  of  all  forts  of 
melons  and  other  fruits  to  Cnnftantinople  ;  and  this  being  directly  oppofite  to  Gailipoli, 
itjs  the  place  from  which  they  crofs  over ;  a  boat  going  every  morning  early,  and 
returning  before  noon.  Mount  Rhea  was  five  miles  from  Lampfacus,  where  there 
was  a  temple  to  the  mother  of  the  gods  ;  and  in  the  territory  of  this  city  was  a  place 
called  Gergethium,  hmicus  for  its  vineyards. 

On  the  firft  of  Auguft  in  the  evening  I  embarked  to  go  to  the  ifland  of  Marmora. 
Between  Lampfacus  and'Parium  was  a  city  called  Psefus,  and  a  river  cl  the  fame  name ; 
when  this  city  was  deftroyed  the  people  went  to  Lampfacus.  Fourteen  miles  eaft-north- 
eaft  is  a  village  called  Kimere,  and  a  fmall  river  in  a  bay  on  the  weft  fide  of  that  cape, 
on  which,  I  fuppofe,  Parium  and  Prir^pus  were  fituated.  Kimere  is  near  the  north- 
weft  angle,  which  the  cape  makes  with  the  bottom  of  the  bay  ;  here  I  found  medals 
were  to  be  met  with,  and  I  conjefture  that  it  might  be  the  antient  Psefus,  with  the 
river  of  the  fame  name :  returning  out  of  this  bay,  and  continuing  along  the  cape  to 
the  north  for  about  two  leagues,  we  fiiw  a  fmall  bay  in  the  fide  of  the  cape  towards  the 
north-weft  corner  of  it ;  and  to  the  north  of  it  there  are  two  fmall  rocks  ;  it  is  probable 
that  Parium  was  here,  which  is  placed  in  the  Tables  twenty-two  miles  from  Lampfacus  : 
that  city  was  built  by  the  Milcfians,  Erithra;ans,  and  the  people  of  the  Ifle  ofParos;  it 
flouriihed  much  under  the  kings  of  Pergamus,  of  the  race  of  Attains,  on  account  of  the 
fervices  the  city  did  to  that  houfc  *.  On  the  confines  of  the  territories  of  Priapus  and 
Cizicus  was  a  place  called  Harpagia,  where,  fome  fay,  Ganymede  was  taken  ;  though 
others  fix  that  ftory  to  cape  Dardanium.  Between  Priapus  and  the  ^fepus  was  the 
river  Granicus,  fo  famous  for  the  battle  in  which  Alexander  routed  the  Perfians  ;  and 

*  There  was  a  place  called  Pityca  in  that  part  of  the  Parian  diftrift,  which  went  under  the  name  of 
Pityims  ;  over  it  was  mount  Pitycdes,  lo  called  from  being  covered  witii  pines  ;  it  was  bet  .een  Parium 
and  Priapus,  near  a  place  calLd  I^inus  on  the  fea,  which  was  famous  for  a  fort  of  cockles  called  Linufun 
cockles.  Between  Parium  and  Priapus  alfo  w-as  a  city  and  country  called  Adrailea,  from  king  Adrafluj, 
who  firft  built  a  temple  to  Ncmeiis  there  ;  the  ftones  of  which,  when  it  was  deftroyed,  were  carried  to 
Parium,  and  there  was  only  an  altar  made,  in  the  place  of  it,  to  the  honour  of  the  deity.  Here  alfo  was 
an  oracle  of  Apollo,  At\;EUS,  and  Diana  ;  but  where  any  of  tliefe  places  were  is  unknown,  it  not  being 
fecure  to  travel  in  that  part.  The  Tables  place  Pnapus  lifteen  miles  from  Pariura,  which  was  alfo  on  the 
fea,  and  I  think  muft  have  been  about  the  angle  which  the  cape  makes  with  the  land  to  the  north-eafl  ;  it 
has  its  narne  from  that  infamou."!  worfhip  which  was  in  vogue  in  all  tliefe  parts  as  far  as  Lampfacus.  The 
deity,  the  fon  of  Bacchus  and  Nympha,  according  to  their  fables,  being  bom  in  Lampfacus.  This  city 
had  a  port,  and  fome  fay  that  it  was  built  by  the  Milefians  at  the  fame  time  as  Abydus,  others  that  it  was 
founded  by  the  people  of  Cyzicus. 

for 
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for  the  rout  of  the  arrrty  of  Mithridates  by  Lucullu?,  after  he  had  raifed  the  fiege  of 
Cyzicus  :  and  I  was  informed,  that  between  this  cape  and  that  of  Cyzicus  there  are  two 
rivers  ;  the  largefl  discharges  itfelf  to  the  weft  of  a  fmall  point  oppofite  to  the  ifland 
Alonia,  which,  I  think,  is  called  Roia,  and  muft  be  the  iEfepus,  which  was  the 
bounds  of  the  kingdom  of  Troy  ;  and  feven  or  eight  miles  to  the  weft  is  another  river, 
which,  if  I  miftake  not,  is  called  Teker  Chaie,  and  muft  be  the  Granicus.  This  river 
ran  through  the  country  of  Adraftea,  and  had  on  it  a  city,  long  ago  deftroycd,  called 
Sidena,  and  a  territory  of  the  fame  name.  The  iEfepus,  after  having  run  about 
feventy  miles,  falls  here  into  the  fea.  Strabo  mentions,  that  towards  its  rife,  on  the 
left  fide  of  it,  was  Policlina  a  wplied  city,  PaUufcepfis,  and  Alazonium ;  and  on  the 
right  between  Polichna  and  Pala;fcepfis,  Neacome,  where  there  were  filver  mines. 
The  river  Carefus  foils  inco  the  >Eiepus,  rifing  at  Maluns  between  Palsfcepfis  and 
Acha;um,  which  is  oppofte  to  Tencdus:  from  this  river  the  country  was  called  Cara- 
fena,  to  which  the  country  of  Dardania  extended.  The  ^fepus  run  through  the 
country  of  Zelia,  which  was  ten  miles  from  the  mouth  of  it,  extending  to  the  foot  of 
mount  Ida,  where  it  ends  that  way.  A  little  above  the  mouth  of  the  river  was  the 
fepulchre  of  Memnon  fon  of  Tithonus,  and  a  village  called  Memnon  ;  concerning  all 
which  places  nothing  is  known,  by  reafon  that  the  country  is  frequented  by  a  bad  fet 
of  people,  and  no  caravans  pafs  that  way. 

On  the  third,  ai  noon,  wc  arrived  at  an  ifland  to  the  fouth  of  Marmora,  which  is  called 
in  Turkifti  Anipedes,  and  by  the  Greeks  Aphfia ;  it  is  about  a  league  to  the  weft  of  the 
ifland  of  Alonia ;  thi:5  ifland  is  about  ten  miles  in  circumference :  we  went  to  a  village 
on  the  weft  fide  of  it  near  a  fmall  lake ;  it  is  inhabited  both  by  Cbriftians  and  Turks ; 
and  there  is  a  Turkifli  village  on  the  eaft  fide  of  it ;  and  alfo  a  fmall  convent  to  the 
fouth.  This  whole  ifland  is  let  for  fix  hundred  dollars  a  year  :  they  make  fome  wine 
in  it.  Wecrofled  about  two  miles  to  the  north-weil  to  the  iiland  of  Cutalli,  which  is 
not  fo  large,  and  has  only  one  village  of  Chriftians  of  about  feventy  houfes :  it  is  a 
fine  fpot  of  ground,  and  was  formerly  all  covered  with  vineyards ;  but  now  the 
inhabitants  apply  more  to  the  fifliing  trade :  this  ifland  pays  alfo  four  or  five  hundred 
dollars  a  year ;  and  thefe  two  little  iflands,  with  regard  to  the  Chriftians  in  them,  are 
governed  by  two  or  three  of  the  chiefs,  Proto-Ierai  [llfalj'yEf  jh],  as  are  moft  of  the 
fmall  iflands,  both  in  the  Propontis  and  Archipelago ;  and  it  is  thefe  perfons,  or  one 
01  them,  that  commonly  rent  the  ifland,  in  cafe  it  is  not  taken  by  a  Turk,  who  comes 
and  refidcs  in  them.  Thefj  iflands  and  Alunia  are  covered  to  the  north  by  the  ifland 
of  Marmora ;  fo  that,  when  the  winds  are  northerly,  the  boats  that  go  to  Conftan- 
tinople  fail  between  them,  in  order  to  be  under  the  flicker  of  that  ifland. 

On  the  fourth  we  failed  two  leagues  to  the  ifland  of  Marmora.  The  antients  men- 
tioned the  old  and  new  Proconnefus  on  the  fea  going  from  Priapus  to  Parium.  The 
new  Proconnefus  I  take  to  be  Marmoro,  becaufe  a  quarry  of  fine  marble  is  mentioned 
to  be  in  it,  for  which  it  is  at  prefont  famous,  being  a  beautiful  fort  of  white  alabafter  ; 
I  obfervcd  alfo  here  a  rock  of  grey  granite,  which  they  have  ufcd  in  building,  and  is 
not  much  inferior  to  the  Egyptian.  This  is  the  molt  northern  of  thefe  iflands ;  it  is 
high  and  rocky,  about  four  leagues  long  and  one  broad :  there  are  fix  little  towns  in 
it  on  the  fea,  molHy  inhabited  by  Chriftians;  there  are  alfo  fix  convents  in  the  ifland, 
two  of  which  are  in  ruins,  and  the  others  inhabited  only  by  two  or  three  Caloyers. 
This  ifland  is  let  Tor  five  purfes  a  year,  which  is  about  three  hundred  and  lifty  pounds, 
by  a  p'^rfon  who  has  ihe  title  of  w;uwode.  In  this  ifland,  as  well  as  the  others,  juftice 
is  adminiftcred  by  a  cadi  who  refidcs  here.  There  is  an  uninhabited  ifland  three  leagues 
to  the  north-well  of  Marmora. 

8  We 
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r  We  failed  about  three  leagues  fouthward  to  the  ifland  Alonia,  which  is  a  very  fine 
fpot  of  ground,  about  eighteen  miles  round  ;  it  is  covered  with  vineyards,  and  is  famous 
for  an  excellent  dry  white  wine,  which  Is  commonly  drank  at  Conllantinoplc ;  and  a 
great  quantity  is  imported  from  the  neighbouring  continent  under  the  fame  name,  efpc- 
cially  from  the  parts  about  Cyzicus,  and  is  indeed  a  wine  much  of  the  fame  natme. 
There  is  a  femicircular  bay  to  the  north-wefl:  of  this  ifland,  oppofite  to  which  is  a  fmall 
ifland,  and  the  harbour  being  covered  by  Marmora  to  the  north,  and  by  the  ifland 
Aphfia  to  the  weft,  it  is  an  excellent  port,  and  appears  like  a  lake  from  the  town. 
This  ifland  has  h\  e  villages  on  it ;  the  greater  part  of  the  inhabitants  arc  Chriftians  ; 
and  it  pays  nine  purfes  a  year :  I  take  it  to  be  the  old  Proconnefus,  the  other  two 
iflands  being  very  inconfulerable.  The  bifhop  of  the  four  iflands  refides  in  the  town 
called  Alonia,  where  I  was  very  civilly  entertained  by  him  at  his  houfe ;  he  has  his 
cathedral  in  this  place,  and  is  immediately  fubjeft  to  the  patriarch  of  Confl:antinople ; 
he  is  commonly  called  the  bifliop  of  Alonia,  but  his  true  title  is  bifliop  of  Proconnefus 
£'0  Of  xonn'o-x]  ;  and  I  found  he  thought  that  no  other  ifland  went  by  the  name  of  Pro- 
connefus but  Marmora. 


Chap.  XXIII.  —  Of  Artacui  and  Cyzicus. 

FROM  Alonia  we  failed  on  the  fifth  to  the  weftward  of  that  land,  which  was  for- 
merly the  ifland  Cyzicus ;  and  afterwards  fhaping  our  courfe  for  about  two  leagues 
along  the  fouth  fide  of  it,  we  arrived  at  a  town  called  Artacui  *.  To  the  eaft  of  the 
town  there  is  a  fmall  cape,  which  was  antiently  fortified ;  between  this  and  the  land  to 
the  fouth  there  is  a  narrow  paflage  into  one  of  the  ports  of  the  antlent  Cyzicus,  which 
is  a  large  bafm,  about  a  league  in  length  ;  and  at  the  eafl;  end  of  it  is  the  ifthmus  or 
neck  of  land  that  leads  to  the  town  of  Cyzicus.  Artacui  is  on  the  peninfula  which 
was  formerly  the  ifland  Cyzicus  ;  the  town  is  a  mile  and  a  half  in  circumference,  having 
in  it  about  fifteen  hundred  Greek  families,  and  not  above  four  hundred  Turkifli 
houfes  :  it  is  the  proper  place  of  refidence  of  the  archbifliop  of  Cyzicus  ;  but  as  he  is 
one  of  the  twelve  firft  archbifliops,  he  ufually  lives  at  Coullantinople,  coming  to  this 
place  only  once  in  two  or  three  years ;  there  are  no  lefs  than  twelve  churches  in  the 
town,  and  one  in  a  fmall  ifland  oppofite  to  it :  that  ifland  is  a  rock  of  marble,  and 
there  is  a  heap  of  ruins  on  it,  and  fome  pieces  of  marble  finely  worked,  which  fliew 
that  there  was  fomc  antient  building  on  it,  which  probably  was  a  temple.  The  fup- 
port  of  this  place  is  a  great  export  of  white  wine,  which  is  very  good,  and  paflTes  for 
Alonia  wine  at  Conflantinople,  to  which  city  they  carry  it. 

The  hill  on  the  cape  to  the  eaft  was  ftrongly  fortified  by  a  very  andent  wall  acrofs 
the  north  fide  of  it,  about  half  way  up  the  hill,  and  it  feems  to  have  been  built  for  a 
defence  to  the  entrance  of  the  port,  there  being  many  large  hewn  ftones  about  a  church 
at  the  top  of  it  called  Saint  Simon,  which  gives  name  to  the  hill,  and  thefe  are,  pro- 
bably, the  remains  of  a  ftrong  tower  or  caflle:  the  wall  is  twenty  feet  thick,  cafed  with 
tiers  of  black  and  white  marble  alternately,  the  white  bein^  fet  up  an  end,  about 
eighteen  inches  deep,  and  the  black  laid  flat  is  nhie  inches  thick,  after  the  antient  man- 
ner of  building :  towards  the  eaft  end  there  is  a  gateway,  with  a  tower  on  each  fide, 
thirty  feet  fquarc,  and  three  more  towers  of  the  fimie  kind  to  the  weft,  a  hundred 
faces  apart. 

*  This  was,  doubtlefs,  the  antient  Artace,  a  colony  from  Miletus.  Strabo,  xiv,  p.  635. 

On 
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On  the  fevcnth  \re  went  a  league  from  Artacui,  by  the  v.cHern  port,  to  the  caft  to 
the  ruins  of  Cyzicus  ;  it  is  fuuatcd  to  the  north  of  the  ifthmus,  or  neck  of  land,  where 
formerly  there  were  two  bridges,  by  which  they  palfed  from  the  ifland  of  Cyzicus  to 
the  continent :  the  places  where  the  two  bridges  were  are  now  to  be  feen,  for  there  are 
two  paflages  or  caufcways,  which  are  ufed  at  this  time,  as  roads,  all  the  refl  of  the 
ifthmus  being  a  morafs,  except  two  large  fandy  banks  on  eacli  fide  made  by  the  fca. 
At  the  north-eafl  part  of  the  eaftem  bank  there  is  a  height,  which  feems  to  have  been 
an  ifland  in  theantient  paffago,  and  oppofite  to  it  the  city  walls  areliigher  and  (Ironger 
than  in  any  other  parts.  'I'iic  idand  of  Cyzicus  was  about  fixty-two  miles  in  circum- 
ference, and  appears  like  a  broad  mountainous  cape.  Tlie  city  had  a  great  territory 
belonging  to  it,  and  was  governed  by  its  own  wholefome  laws,  fuchas  thofeot  Rhodes, 
Marfeilles,  and  Carthage.  This  people  was  fo  ftrong  that  they  fuilaiued,  with  great 
bravery,  the  fiege  of  Mithridates,  who  had  a  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  foot,  befides 
horfe,  and  four' hundred  fhips,  obliging  him  to  leave  the  place.  The  hill  on  the  oppo- 
fite continent  was  called  Adraltea.  The  city  was  partly  in  the  plain,  and  partly  on  the 
fide  of  mount  Urfus,  over  which  was  mount  Dindymon,  with  a  temple  on  it,  built  by 
the  Argonauts,  to  Dindymene  the  mother  of  the  gods.  There  were  two  ports  to  the 
city  which  could  be  Ihut  with  chains ;  the  large  one,  I  fuppofe,  to  the  weft,  and  the 
other,  probably,  between  the  eaftern  bridge  and  the  entrance  to  the  port ;  it  had  alio 
above  two  hundred  covered  docks  [^fw(r(3lxc<.]  to  lay  up  their  fhips  and  gallies  in.  There 
are  flill  remains  of  the  walls  of  the  city  ;  thofe  to  the  fouth,  it  is  to  be  fuppofed,  went 
clofe  along  by  the  ifthmus,  and  extended  for  fome  way  to  the  weft,  near  to  the  weftern 
port ;  though  now  the  fea  lias  retired  in  both  parts.  Towards  the  weftern  port  there 
are  remains  of  two  large  odagon  towers,  the  one  being  near  to  the  other,  which,  1  fup- 
pofe, might  defend  an  entrance  from  the  fea  that  way :  to  the  north-weft  of  thefe  are 
ruins  of  a  great  building,  about  a  hundred  paces  fquare,  of  which  very  little  remains 
but  the  fine  arched  paflages  under  ground  on  which  it  was  built,  though  many  of 
them  are  deftroycd  ;  they  fecm  chiefly  to  run  parallel  from  eaft  to  weft,  and  are  froni 
ten  to  fifteen  feet  wide,  the  walls  between  them  being  very  thick,  in  which  alio  there 
are  fome  narrower  arches ;  the  large  arches  are  finely  built  of  hewn  ftone.  To  the 
north  of  this  are  figns  of  buildings,  which  I  took  to  be  an  oblong  fquare  piazza,  and 
that  this  building  was  about  the  middle  of  the  fouth  part  of  it :  the  piazza,  probably, 
had  a  portico  round  it ;  becaufc,  in  digging  for  ftones,  they  found  at  the  weft  end 
fixteen  very  large  fquare  pieces  of  marble,  which,  probably,  were  the  foundations  for 
fo  many  pillars  ;  t'lis  piazza  was  ah'mt  a  hundred  paces  broad,  and,  as  well  as  1  coulj 
conjeclure,  four  hundred  long.  'I'hc  walls  are  almoft  entirely  dellroyed  on  the  well 
fide  of  the  city,  but  feem  to  have  run  along  to  the  call  of  a  winter  torrent,  and  to  have 
afcendedup  the  hill  near  the  place  where  that  torrent  pafles  a  narrow  ftreight  between 
the  hills,  where  there  is  a  buiUling  on  each  fide  ;  it  feems  to  have  conlilled  ol  very  high 
arches,  which  at  firft  made  me  fuppofe  that  it  was  an  aqucdud  ;  but  the  city  walls  being 
below  thefe,  I  could  not  conjecture  for  what  purjiofe  an  aqueduct  fhould  be  fo  high, 
imlefs  to  conwy  water  to  the  I'ummit  of  the  hill  without  the  city  ;  the  building  on  botii 
lidcs  feems  to  make  part  of  an  oval  ;  it  is,  indicd,  pollible  thai  water  might  be  con- 
veved  from  the  weft  fide,  though  1  faw  no  arches  any  way  joining  to  them  ;  but  it  might 
pals  over  the  channel  on  arches,  and  be  conveyed  to  the  height  of  the  eallern  hill ;  the 
people  call  it  the  i'lincelVes  Palace,  and  fay,  that  it  was  fu  high  tliat  ihcy  faw  both  the 
eaftern  and  weftern  bay  from  it :  this  building,  as  well  as  the  ttnvn  walls,  are  cafeJ 
with  a  baftard  grey  granite,  which,  probably,  was  brought  from  Proconnefus,  as  well 
as  the  white  uiaiblo,  which  they  ufed  about  liner  works  ;  the  walls  go  only  about  iliree 
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quarters  of  the  way  up  the  hill,  and  turn  down  on  the  eafl:  fide  at  fome  diftance  from 
the  cliffs  of  the  eaftern  bay.  A  large  theatre  was  built  in  the  foot  of  the  hill ;  the 
flones  are  all  taken  away,  and  that  fpot  is  now  covered  with  tr-ees  ;  but  I  was  informed 
by  one  well  acquainted  with  the  place,  that  there  were  ibrmerly  twenty-five  feats ;  to 
the  well  of  it  there  are  fomc  finall  remains  of  a  circus  ;  I  faw  the  feats  at  the  eafl  end 
a  great  way  under  ground,  the  people  having  dug  down  in  order  to  take  away  the 
materials,  which  are  of  white  marble ;  as  well  as  1  could  meafure  it,  I  conjcftured  the 
area  to  be  about  thirteen  paces  wide  and  two  hundred  and  fifty  long.  There  are  ftill 
many  medals  dug  up  in  this  place ;  and  here  the  famous  Pefcenius  Niger  was  found, 
which  is  in  the  duke  of  Devonfliire's  colledtion.  The  land  of  the  peninfula  of  Cyzicus 
extending  a  confiderable  way  to  the  eaft  as  well  as  to  the  weft,  it  makes  another  bay  to 
the  call,  which  has  a  large  opening  oppofite  to  the  ifland  Calolimno.  To  the  ealt  of 
this  Bay  there  is  a  fmall  town  called  Panormo ;  this  place  is  about  four  miles  from 
Cyzicus ;  in  the  way  we  faw  a  rock  on  the  fea  called  Monaftere,  there  being  a  convent: 
on  it,  inhabited  by  one  Caloyer.  We  croffed  a  fmall  river,  and  arrived  at  Panormo, 
which  is  a  well  fituated  town,  and  has  a  tolerable  port  for  fmall  vefl'els ;  but  it  is  not 
fufficiently  fecured  from  the  north  winds  for  larger  fhips  j  here  they  export  corn,  and 
all  forts  of  fruit,  and  wme,  to  Conftantinople, 

Chap.  XXIV.  —  Of  Mchulllieh,  Bourfa^  md  Mount  Olympus. 

WE  fet  out  eaftward  on  the  eighth,  and  travelled  over  rich  downs,  and  through  a 
well  inhabited  country  ;  I  faw  hills  to  the  fouth,  which  feemed  to  be  the  foot  of  mount 
Ida.  We  pafled  Fenacui,  called  in  Greek  Deloke,  and  afterwards  by  Omarcui  [The 
village  of  Omar],  and  faw  at  a  good  difi:ancc  to  the  fouth-well  the  lake  called  Magriaas- 
Gucl,  which,  for  reafons  hereafter  mentioned,  I  fuppofe  to  be  the  lake  Dafcylis.  After 
having  travelled  five  hours  from  Panormo,  1  faw  a  village  called  Doulacui  about  a  league 
to  the  fouth,  and  a  tower  on  a  height  near  it ;  they  informed  me  that  there  was  a  ruined 
town  there,  which,  I  conjcfture,  might  be  Miletopolis  *,  and  that  a  morals  to  the  eafl, 
covered  with  water  in  the  winter,  was  the  lake  of  that  name.  Having  travelled  about 
twelve  miles  to  the  eaft  of  Panormo,  we  came  to  a  large  town  called  MehuUitch, 
which  is  at  leaft  two  miles  in  circumference,  though  mofl  of  it  is  built  like  a  village ;  it 
is  on  a  height,  at  fome  little  diftance  to  the  eaft  of  a  river  of  the  fame  name,  which  is 
the  antient  river  Ryndacus,  that  was  the  boundary  between  Myfiaand  Bithynia,  it  runs 
through  a  large  plain,  and  is  crolTed  in  the  way  from  Bourfa  to  Smyrna.  Four  miles 
below  MehuUitch  is  the  port  to  which  the  boats  come  up,  being  four  miles  alfo  from 
the  fea.  The  mouth  of  the  river  is  faid  to  be  oppofite  to  the  ifland  Befbicus,  which 
mufl  be  Calolimno,  though  I  thought  that  ifland  was  rather  more  to  the  wefl :  there 
was  a  hill  in  it  called  Artace,  which  belonged  to  Cyzicus ;  and  Strabo  fays,  that  near 
it  there  was  an  ifland  of  that  name,  and  mentions  cape  Melanos,  either  the  north-eafl 
cape  of  the  ifland  of  Cyzicus,  or  that  north  of  Panormo ;  they  paffed  by  it  in  the  voyage 
from  Cyaicus  to  Priapus :  but  as  to  the  ifland  Artace,  I  find  on  enquiry  there  is  no 
ifland  near  Calolimno,  except  that  of  Monaflere,  which  is  at  too  great  a  diftance,  fo 
that,  probably,  Strabo  is  here  corrupted. 

•  At  Panormo  I  met  with  a  medal  of  Miletopolis  in  fmall  brafs  ;  it  had  on  it  the  head  of  the  empref* 
LuciUa  CEB.^CTHAOTKIAAA  ;  the  reverfe  is  Pallag  with  a  helmet,  on  the  top  of  which  is  the  head  of  aa 
elderly  man,  and  round  it  MEIAHTOnOAEITnN  }  Strabo  writes  it  MIAHTOtlOAlTIZ  ;  from  which  one 
may  conclude  that  the  aiitients  jjronounced  the  dipthong  aj  the  prefent  Creeks,  that  is,  only  the  laft  rowel 
ui  the  dipthong,  and  that  Strabo  writ  it  according  to  proDUnciitiou. 

There 
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I'here  are  In  Mchullilch  about  five  hundred  Greek  and  two  lumdreJ  Armenian 
families,  eacli  having  their  church  :  they  have  a  great  trade  here  in  filk  ;  the  mulbcriy 
trees  are  planted  thick  like  nurferies,  and  are  kept  cut  in  luch  a  manner  as  to  be  only 
about  five  feet  high,  as  they  are  alfo  about  Bourla,  and  in  all  this  filk  country.  The 
filk  is  moflly  exported  to  Conflantlnople,  as  it  is  faid,  to  the  ainbunt  of  a  hundred 
thoufand  dollars  a-year ;  they  alfo  export  much  fruit  and  corn  to  that  city.  The 
French  buy  up  wool,  which  is  coarfe,  as  well  at  this  place  as  at  Panormo  and  Carabop, 
and  carry  one  half  to  Conflantlnople,  and  the  other  half  to  Smyrna,  to  be  fent  to  Mar- 
feilles.  A  very  great  aquedufl  was  almoft  finiflied  in  order  to  bring  water  about  four 
miles  to  the  town  ;  it  confifled  of  twenty-feven  pillars,  built  like  obelifks,  for  the  water 
to  rife  in  to  keep  it  to  its  height,  as  defcribed  before ;  but  the  peribn  who  was  the 
benefactor  dying,  thefe  indolent  people  had  not  the  induftry  to  finilh  it,  though  they 
have  only  well-water  ;  I  obferved  feveral  of  theii*  wells,  about  three  feet  in  diameter, 
which,  inlfead  of  being  built  of  (tone  imd  mortar  within,  have  a  fort  of  hoops  or  tubes 
of  earthen  ware,  about  two  feet  deep,  put  one  on  another  from  the  bottom  to  the  top, 
to  keep  the  earth  from  falling  in :  they  have  here  a  ftone  or  marble,  which  is  a  com- 
pofition  of  red  and  blue  pebbles  with  a  cement  of  red ;  fome  of  this  I  faw  very  finely 
polifhed  at  a  mofque ;  and  though  the  colours  are  not  the  brighteft,  yet  it  is  a  very 
beautiful  and  curious  marble. 

The  country  between  this  place  and  Panormo  is  a  very  rich  down,  well  inhabited, 
and  much  improved  about  the  villages.  A  league  to  the  eaft  of  the  town  there  is  a 
ruined  place,  enclofed  with  a  wall  called  Loupat,  on  the  river  Loupat,  which,  a  little 
way  to  the  eaft,  comes  out  of  the  lake  Abcllionte,  and  falls  into  the  Rhyndacus.  This 
lake  is  about  twelve  miles  long  from  eaft  to  weft,  and  three  or  four  miles  broad  in 
fome  parts ;  a  large  arm  extends  feven  or  eight  miles  to  the  fouth,  being  about  the 
fame  breadth  as  the  other  part  df  the  lake.  On  the  north  fide,  near  the  eaft  end, 
there  is  a  town  on  a  little  high  ifland  called  Abelliontd,  from  which  they  export  filk 
and  vinegar  to  Conftantinople.  This  ifland  is  fo  near  the  land,  that  they  can  always 
pafs  to  it  on  horfeback,  and  in  fummer  it  is  almoft  left  dry ;  the  lake  extends  fouth- 
wards  to  the  foot  of  mount  Olympus,  and  to  the  eaft  within  eight  miles  of  Bourfa ;  and 
as  it  is  navigated  by  boats  that  go  by  the  Loupat  and  Rhyndacus  to  the  Propontis  and  to 
Conftantinople,  this  makes  the  fituation  of  ail  the  country  about  it  very  advantageous  ; 
and  yet,  notwithftanding,  the  country  on  the  north  fide  of  it  is  uninhabited,  though  a 
very  rich  foil,  both  becaufe  it  is  a  country  often  frequented  by  robbers,  and  on  account 
of  its  being  a  day's  journey  from  Bourfa ;  fo  that  any  villages  would  be  ruined  by 
Turkifli  travellers,  who  choofe  to  live  on  a  village  at  no  expence,  rather  than  go  to  a 
town  that  is  near.  There  is  reafon  to  conjeQurc,  that  this  is  the  lake  ApoUoniatis, 
and  that  the  town  in  the  ifland  is  the  antient  Apollonia,  becaufe  the  Greeks  at  prefent 
call  it  Apollonia  ;  but  it  being  an  ifland  towards  the  cafi  end  of  the  lake,  and  the  antient 
Apollonia,  though  mentioned  with  the  lake,  being  called  Apollonia  on  the  Rhyndacus, 
I  fhould  rather  take  Mchullitch  to  be  Apollonia  mentioned  by  Strabo,  though  it  is  a 
league  from  the  lake ;  indeed,  I  found  no  antiquities  there,  except  two  or  three  fepul- 
chral  reliefs  and  infcriptions  ;  but  I  heard  that  there  were  fome  antiquities  on  the  ifland  ; 
it  is  poiTible,  that  both  the  one  and  the  other  were  antient  towns,  and  might  be  called 
by  the  fame  name  ;  and  fo  one  diftinguifhed  from  the  other  by  the  name  of  the  river  it 
ftood  on,  of  which  Strabo  might  not  be  apprized. 

It  is  faid,  that  the  country  between  the  iEfepus  and  Rhjnidacus  w^s  inhabited  by 
the  Doliones ;  and  from  that  river  eaft  ward  by  the  Mygdoncs,  as  far  as  the  territory 
of  Myrlea,  that  is,  Apamca  Myrlea,  now  called  Moniagna,  which  is  twelve  miles  to 
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the  fouth  of  Boiuia.  There  are  three  lakes  mentioned  in  thefe  parts,  Dafcylitis,  Mile* 
topolit's,  and  ApoUoniatis.  In  the  road  from  Panormo  to  Mehullitch,  I  faw  a  large 
lake  ciUed  iMagriaas-Guc'l,  uhich  inij^ht  he  about  ten  miles  north  ot  Panormo  ;  this 
\  take  to  be  tlie  lake  Dafcylitis,  on  which  there  was  a  town  called  Dafcylium  ;  and  the 
Doliuncs  extending  from  the  JKfepus  to  the  Rhyndacus,  and  to  this  lake,  it  mud  be 
underllood  that  their  country  was  to  the  eaft'of  the  river,  and  to  the  fouth  of  the  lake: 
in  the  lame  road  nearer  to  Mehullitch,  that  is  about  hve  miles  to  the  fouth-welt  of 
it,  I  faw  a  tow-er  on  a  little  height,  which  L  was  told  was  an  antient  ruin  ;'  and  near  it 
is  a  village  called  Dolou-Cui  ;  I  obferved  fome  water  near  ;  the  country  to  tiic  ealt  is 
all  a  morafs,  and  1  was  told  that  in  winter  much  water  lays  on  it :  this  I  tiikc  to  be  the 
lake  Miletopolitis,  and  the  ruin  a  remain  of  the  antient  Miletopolis  ;  for  Strabo  fays, 
that  above  the  lake  Dafcylitis  were  two  other  lakes,  Miletcpolitis  and  ApoUoniatis  :  he 
fays  alfo,  that  the  lake  Dafcylitis  belonged  partly  to  Cyzicus,  and  partly  to  the  Byzan- 
tines, and  that  the  territory  of  the  Cyzicenes  extended  to  the  lake  Miletopolitis  and 
ApoUoniatis  ;  from  all  which  one  may  conclude  that  the  lake  Miletopolitis  was  between 
the  two  others  ;  it  is  alfo  to  be  obferved  that  Doulou-Cui  bears  fome  refemblance  to  the 
name  of  the  Doliones,  the  antient  inhabitants  of  this  country. 

We  fet  out  on  the  thirteenth  with  a  caravan  for  Bourfa,  and  came  to  Lupat,  a  fmall 
ruined  place  encompafled  with  walls,  which  are  not  well  built,  but  feem  to  be  of  the 
middle  ages.  We  travelled  all  day  through  a  rich  unimproved  country  on  the  north 
fide  of  the  lake,  till  we  came  oppofite  to  Abellionte  on  the  ifland  ;  and  lay  in  the  open 
fields.  We  went  on  a  little  after  midnight  fix  hours  to  Bourfa,  the  antient  Prufa, 
where  the  kings  of  Bithynia  ufually  refided,  which  is  about  twenty-four  miles  from 
Mehullitch.  This  city  was  built  by  that  Prufias,  king  of  Bithynia,  who  waged  war 
with  Croefus  and  Cyrus.  Bourfa  was  taken  by  Seifeddulat  of  the  race  of  Hamadan, 
in  the  three  hundred  and  thirty-fixth  year  of  the  Hegira,  but  was  retaken  by  the 
Greek  emperor  in  nine  hundred  and  forty-feven  after  Chrill :  it  was  again  taken  in 
thirteen  hundred  fifty-fix  by  Orkan  fon  of  Ottoman,  the  fecond  emperor  of  the  Turks, 
who  made  it  the  capital  of  his  empire  * ;  but  when  Conftantinople  was  taken  by 
Mahomet  the  fecond,  in  one  thoufand  four  hundred  and  fifty-three,  that  city  became 
the  capital  of  the  Turkilh  empire.  Bourfa  is  mofl  pleafantly  fituated  on  the  foot  of 
mount  Olympus  over  a  plain,  which  is  about  four  leagues  long,  and  a  league  wide, 
having  thofe  hills  to  the  north  of  it  which  run  along  by  the  bay  of  Montagna.  The 
city  and  fuburbs  are  about  fix  miles  in  circumference  ;  the  caftle  of  Bourfa  is  on  the 
higheft  part  ;  it  is  walled  round,  th'e  rocky  clifts  below  it  being  almoft  perpendicular, 
and  beautifully  adorned  with  the  trees  that  grow  on  them ;  the  reft  of  the  town  and 
fuburbs  are  on  heights  on  each  fide,  but  chiefly  to  the  eaft,  there  being  a  very  fmall 
part  of  the  city  on  the  plain  to  the  north  :  the  fuburb  where  the  Greeks  live  is  to  the 
weft  of  the  caftle  ;  there  are  about  fix  hundred  fannlies  of  them  with  their  metropolitan, 
and  three  churches.  I'he  town  is  divided  from  the  eaftern  fuburb  by  a  deep  channel 
or  vale,  over  which  there  are  feveral  bridges  ;  one  of  them  with  ftiops  on  each  fide, 
is  ninety  paces  long  and  fixteen  broad  ;  the  vale  being  planted  with  mulberry  trees, 
makes  the  fituation  of  the  houfes  that  are  on  it  very  delightful  ;  a  fmall  ftream  runs 
through  it,  which  fwells  to  a  torrent  after  rains:  to  the  eaft  of  this  is  the  fuburb,  where 
the  Armenians  live  with  their  archbifliop,  of  whom  there  are  about  eight  hundred 
families,  and  they  have  one  church.  It  is  faid  they  have  three  hundred  parilhes  and 
mofques  in  the  city,  and  many  little  mofques  arched  over  with  one  dome,  and  the 

*  See  Bibliotheque  orientale  D'Hcrbclot,  at  the  word  Burfaii, 
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great  ones  with  feveral,  as  well  as  the  kanes  and  bezeftans,  all  which  arc  cnvcrcd  v.  itii 
lead ;  thofe  and  the  agreeable  mixture  of  trees,  toj^cther  with  the  fine  plain  beneath, 
cultivaccd  with  mulberrv-trees,  altogether  makes  the  profpect  from  the  mo-jiUain  inoft 
dehglitful.  The  caftle,'  as  I  obferved,  is  walled  round,  which  I  take  to  be  the  ancient 
city  Prufa ;  it  is  ne-ar  a  mile  in  circumference  ;  I  faw  one  part  of  the  wall  remaining, 
built  after  the  ancient  manner,  with  one  tkr  of  (lone  laid  Hat,  and  another  fet  up  ;'n 
vm],  alternately  ;  I  faw  alfo  an  infcripticn,  which  mentions  that  the  emperor  Thcodorus 
Comenes  Lafk'ares  built  one  of  the  towers  of  the  wall.  Over  the  north  brow  of  the 
hill  are  ruins  of  the  grand  fignior's  feragiio,  which  was  burnt  down  fome  years  ago  ; 
this  behig  one  of  the  royal  cities  which  have  been  the  refidence  of  their  monnrchs. 
Orkan,  who  took  this  place,  and  his  children,  are  buried  in  an  old  church  in  the 
callle,  which  is  cafed  \^  ith  fine  marbles,  and  paved  with  Mofjic  work  ;  to  the  weft  of  it 
there  is  a  fepulchre  covered  with  a  cupola,  where,  they  fay,  fultan  Ofman  is  buried  ; 
and  fome  fpeak  of  Bajazet's  children  as  interred  near  him,  but  I  did  not  fee  their 
fepulchrcs.     This  caiUeis  governed  by  thejanitzer  aga,  who  refidesin  it. 

They  make  in  the  city  a  great  variety  of  all  forts  of  fattins,  moftiy  ftriped,  which  arc 
ufed  for  the  under  fhort  garments  of  the  Turkifh  habit ;  they  make  alfo  a  great  quantity 
of  meles,  of  llax  and  fi!k,  ufed  chiefly  for  fhirls,  and  a  fort  of  guufe  called  brunjuke, 
which  is  much  wore  by  the  ladies  for  their  undermoft  garments  ;  they  export  alfo  a 
great  quantity  of  raw  filk  both  to  Conftantinople  and  Smyrna. 

The  great  number  of  fprings  that  rife  all  over  the  city  make  it  a  very  pleafant  place  ; 
fome  flow  in  large  ftreams,  and  one  in  particular  comes  out  of  the  mountain  at  the 
caftle  like  a  fmall  rivulet,  where  the  Turks  fit  in  the  fhade,  and  where  every  thing  ia 
fold  which  they  delight  in.  There  are  feveral  baths  to  the  weft  of  the  town  which  are 
very  famous,  and  have  always  been  much  frequented  ;  in  one  called  Cara-Muilapha 
there  is  a  fpring  of  cold  waterj  and  another  of  hot,  within  the  fame  room.  That 
called  Jeneh-Coplujah  [The  new  fpring]  is  the  largeft  and  moft  beautiful  bath  ;  it  is 
a  fine  building,  a  large  fpring  rifes  in  the  middle  of  it,  and  two  very  hot  ftreams  run 
through  the  room ;  near  it  there  is  a  fmall  bagnio,  called.  The  Jews  bagnio :  from 
this  we  went  to  a  warm  water,  eftcemcd  holy  by  the  Greeks,  and  is  called  Aie  The- 
odory.  Another  bath  is  Culatlow-Coplujah  [The  fulphur  bath].  Haifa  mile  farther 
is  a  large  bath,  called  Chekreeh-C.uplejah,  which  has  not  fo  much  iiilphur  in  it  as  the 
other,  and  is  more  frequently  drank,  though  all  the  \^  aters  are  taken  inwardly,  as  well 
as  ufed  for  bathing. 

I  had  a  letter  to  the  janitzcr  aga,  which  was  delivered  without  a  prefent,  and  I 
defired  him  to  fend  fome  janizaries  with  me  up  mount  Olympus  ;  but  he  faid,  he  could 
not  anlwer  for  my  fafety,  and  ailded,  that  fometimes  they  were  even  in  danger  of  tlie 
rogues  in  the  very  (kirts  of  the  city  ;  fo  1  applied  to  an  Armenian  to  whom  I  was- 
recommended,  who  carried  me  to  his  houfe  the  day  before  I  was  to  go  up  the  mountain, 
and  hired  fome  horfemen  well   armed  to  go  with  me,  and  we  fet  out  very  early  in  the 
morning.     This  part  being  probably  inhabited  by  a  colony  fron\  about  mount  ()lympus 
in  Thelfaly,  may  be  the  reafon  why  the  mountain  had  that  name  given  it ;  the  Turks 
call  it  Kcihefii  Daug  [The  mountain  of  monks]  from  a  monaft<'ry  on  the  mountain, 
which,  as  I  was  informed,  was  dedicated  to  the  fiven  ileepers ;   the  firft  part  of  the 
afcent  is  fteep,  covered  with  clielnut,  hazel,  and  beech  ;  it  leads  to  a  plain  Ipot  on 
the  fide  of  the  hill  where  the  Urukes  were  decamping  ;  the  next  part  was  alfo  fteep, 
and  covered  with  feveral  forts  of  tir,  one  of  which  is  a  very  particul.ir  kind  ;   the  cones 
of  it,  like  the  cedar  points  upward-s  *;  a  turpentine  drops  from  the  fruit  of  this  fort, 

*  It  19  what  the  boUiiiiU  call,  Abies  Taxifolia,  fnidu  furfuni  fpcdai.tc.     Infl.  R.  H. 
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which  they  call  maftic,  and  fells  dear,  being  ufed  in  furgery  for  wounds.  Above  this 
there  is  anothsr  plain,  or  rather  two  v;illcys,  divided  by  a  low  hill,  in  each  of  which 
there  runs  a  river ;  there  is  a  very  fmall  trout  in  them,  which  they  call  Allah  Ballouk 
f  The  fidi  ot  God],  being  much  efteemed  ;  though  I  could  not  perceive  that  they  were 
different  from  our  common  trouts  ;  there  is  another  (hort  afcent  to  a  plain  fpot,  which 
extends  to  the  foot  of  the  higheft  fummit  of  die  hill ;  the  afcent  to  which  is  to  be  looked 
on  as  the  lafl;  third  of  the  way  ;  this  upper  part  has  always  fnow  in  the  hollow  parts 
of  the  hill,  which  is  carried  every  day  to  Bourfa :  above  this  plain  there  is  no  wood 
except  Ihrubs  and  the  juniper  ;  towards  the  upper  part  of  the  mountain  I  obferved  that 
there  was  a  baftard  grey  granite.  The  profped,  they  fay,  from  this  hill  is  very  fine 
when  all  is  clear  ;  it  was  indeed  at  that  time  clear  all  round  and  above  us,  but  there  were 
clouds  below  which  intercepted  the  view.  Having  fpent  the  whole  day  on  this  moun- 
tain, we  returned  in  the  evening  to  Bourfa. 

Chap.  XXV.  —  Of  Nice,  Gemblick,  and  Montngna. 

WE  fet  out  with  the  caravan  towards  Nice  on  the  eighteenth  in  the  evening,  and 
travelled  along  that  fine  vale  to  the  north-eaft,  which  is  fo  well  improved  with  mul- 
berry trees  for  the  filk.  We  went  only  four  miles  to  a  village  called  Suhgerly,  where 
we  lay  in  the  prieft's  garden.  On  the  nineteenth  we  faw  a  town  or  village  called 
Chioflec  ;  there  is  a  large  old  building  on  a  hill  to  the  right  of  it,  and  at  the  north-eaft 
corner  of  the  plain  is  a  fmall  lake  called  Oufliomah.  To  the  eaft  is  a  fmall  town,  if 
I  miftake  not  it  is  Chioflec,  where  they  make  velvet  for  cufliions  ufed  on  the  fofas 
all  over  Turkey,  many  of  which  are  of  a  fort  of  beautiful  flowered  velvet,  but  moft 
of  them  are  made  with  a  ground  of  a  hard  yellow  filk  ;  they  make  them  from  fourteen 
dollars  to  eighty  dollars  a  pair.  We  crofled  over  the  hills  to  the  north,  and  came  into 
the  large  plain  of  lenichahere,  in  which  there  is  a  great  lake  extending  firom  the  town 
of  lenichahere  at  the  north-eaft  of  it,  to  the  fouth-weft  end  of  the  plain ;  in  fummer 
the  greater  part  of  it  appears  like  a  morafs,  being  overgrown  with  reeds.  lenichahere 
is  a  fmall  town,  where  there  are  four  or  five  mofques,  and  only  one  Armenian  church, 
there  being  few  inhabitants  of  that  profefllon  :  I  faw  only  one  marble  coffin  here,  with  a 
defaced  infcription  on  it.  I  cannot  conjefture  what  place  this  was,  unlefs  it  might  be 
Csefarea,  called  alfo  Smyrdiane,  which  in  Ptolemy's  order  of  places,  is  put  between 
Nicsea  and  Prufa  at  mount  Olympus.  From  this  place  we  croflTed  other  hills  to  the 
north,  and  defcended  to  the  lake  -of  Nice  ;  and  going  on  the  fouth  fide  of  it  about  a 
mile,  we  turned  to  the  north  at  the  eaft  end  of  it,  and  came  to  Nice.  Thi?  lake 
was  called  the  lake  of  Afcanius,  and  now  has  the  name  of  Ifnick,  from  the  Turkifli 
name  of  Nice ;  it  is  about  twelve  miles  long.  There  are  a  great  number  of  fifli  in  it ; 
but  it  is  navigated  only  by  fmall  boats  which  are  cut  out  of  one  fingle  piece  of  wood. 

The  city  of  Nice  is  fituated  at  the  eaft  end  of  the  lake  of  Afcanius,  having  a  valley 
to  the  eaft  of  it  finely  improved  with  mulberry-trees,  through  which  there  run  feveral 
fmall  ftreams,  which  pafs  through  the  city,  or  near  it.  This  city  was  firft  built  by 
Antigonus,  and  called  Anrigonia;  afterwards  it  had  the  name  given  it  of  Nicasa, 
from  the  wife  of  Lyfimachus  ;  it  is  encompafled  with  very  fine  walls,  which  are  almoft 
entire ;  they  are  built  of  ftone,  with  four  tier  of  brick  at  the  diftance  of  every  fix 
feet,  the  walls  being  about  fifteen  feet  thick  and  twenty  high  ;  they  are  made  with 
battlements,  a  walk  all  round,  and  towers  of  brick  at  the  diftance  of  feventy  paces, 
which  are  about  fifteen  feet  higher  than  the  wall,  and  are  half  an  oval ;  on  one  fide 
of  the  gate  to  the  lake  there  is  a  large  oftagon  tower,  and  on  the  other  fide  a  round 
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tower,  to  the  fouth  of  which  are  two  or  three  other  round  towers.     There  are  two 
gates,  which  feem  to  liave  been  very  fine  triumphal  arches ;  on  one  of  them  to  the 
fouth,  called  the  old  gate,  are  imperfeft  infcriptions  to  the  honour  of  one  of  the  em- 
perors after  Nero,  whofe  name  I  found  on  it  as  an  anceftor.     Within  this  gate  there 
are  remains  of  another,  on  which   there  is  an  imperfed  infcription,  where  I   faw  tha 
name  of  the  emperor  Claudius.     I'here  are  figns  of  an  infcription  on  the  north  gate, 
which  feems  to  have  been  made  in  copper  :  at  this  gate  there  are  two  large  reliefs  of 
IMedufa's  heads,  with  viftories  over  them :  on   one  fide  there  is  a  fine  mezzo  relievo 
of  three  perfons,  as  big  as  life,  fet  againft  the  wall,  but  it  is  much  defaced,  and  on 
the  other  fide  there  is  a  marble  coffin,  with  a  reliefof  a  battle  on  it.     I  faw  at  a  mofque 
two  mod  beautiful  pillars  in  fuch  large  fpots  as  are  commonly  feen  in  verd  antique, 
fome  of  a  light  brown,  and  of  a  grey,  others  of  a  whitifh  colour,  being  the  only  pillars 
I  ever  faw  of  that  fort  of  marble,  and  would  be  of  very   great  value  to  thofe  who  are 
curious.     The  Greek  church,  where  they  fay  the  council  was  held,  is  built  of  brick,, 
and  though  it  is  old,  yet  I  take  it  to  be  a  later  building  than  the  time  of  Conftantine  ; 
the  cathedra  or  feat,  and  the  femicircular  fleps  at  the  end,  are  common  in  antient  cathe- 
dral churches,  and  thefe  are  very  ill  built ;  there  are  fome  remains  both  of  the  Mofaic 
ceiling  and  pavement :  the  Armenians  have  a  fmall  church  in  a  fort  of  grot  under  the 
weft  end  of  it.     To  the  north  of  the  tovm  there  are  two  marble  coffins  ;  one  is  of  red 
and   white  fpotted  marble  ;  the   other  has  a  Medufa's  head  at   each  end,  and  in  the 
middle  of  the  front,  is  the  relief  of  a  man  with  a  club  as  going  away  from  a  woman 
who  is  behind  him,  which  is  probably  defigned  for  Hercules  refufing  pleafure,  and 
embracing  a  life  of  labour  and  induftry ;  there  is  a  woman  on  each   fide  in  different 
compartments,  and  an  infcription  over  all.     To  the  eaft  of  the  town  are  the  remains  of 
an  old  chaimel  of  an  aquedutt,  out  of  which  there  now  runs  a  large  ftream  that  is 
conveyed  to  the  town  by  an  ill  built   aquedud:.     Over  this,  on  the  fide  of  the  hill, 
there  is  a  very  curious  piece  of  antiquity  now  in  ruins,  though  it  feems  to  have  been 
defigned  to  have  lafted  for  ever,  but  it  has  been  deilroyed  by  force  ;  it  is  a  room  hewn 
out  of  one  ftone  of  grey  marble,   and  feems  to  have  been  an  antient  fepulchre ;  it  was 
probably  moved  to  this  place,  and  not  cut  out  of  the  rock  on  that  fpot,  unlefs  art 
has  been  ufed  to  deceive,  for  all  round  at  the  bottom  it  appears  as  if  it  was  feparated 
from  the  rock,  and  there  are  other  ftones  under  it  on  the  outfide,  as  if  defigned  for 
the  foundation  ;  it  is  thirteen  feet  fix  inches  long,  and  twelve  feet  ten  inches  broad  ; 
it  was  cut  archwife  at  top  :  on  each  fide  there  is  a  folid  bench  or  bulk,  I  fuppofe  to 
place  the  coffins  on,  and  there  feems  to  have  been  one  coffin  laid  acrofs  at  the  eaftcnd: 
on  the  outfide  there  is  an  infcription  in  Hebrew,  very  much  defaced  ;  but  it  does  not 
feem  to   have  any  relation  to  the  building,  being  in  very  ffiort  lines,  and  not  in  the 
middle  of  the  eaft  end.     This  room  feems  to  be  of  the  nature  of  that  temple  of  Thebaic 
marble,  or  red  granite,  mentioned  by  Herodotus,  which   was  cut  out  of  the  ifle  of 
Elephantine,  and  carried  down  by  water  to  Sais  in  Delta.     Within  the  city  walls  there 
are  fome  very  fine  large  arches  now  under  ground  ;  they  feem  to  have  belonged  to  a 
theatre,  which  mud  have  been  very   magnificent ;  the  aixhes  are  turned  with   large 
hewn  ftone ;  thofe  which  I  take  to  be  the  inner  ones  are  very  wide,  and  in  the  front 
of  each  of  them  there  are  others. 

The  walls  of  the  city  are  at  leaft  four  miles  round,  and  yet  the  prcfent  town,  which 
is  much  hke  a  village,  has  not  above  three  himdred  houlls  in  it,  and  there  are  not 
more  than  twenty  Chriftian  families  in  the  place,  the  greater  part  of  which  are  Greeks  : 
they  have  no  trade  but  that  of  filk,  which  is  bought  up  by  the  merchants  and  fent 
either  to  Bourfa,  or  to  Gcinblik,  to  be  embarked  lor  Conftaniinople.     The  air  is  very 
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unhealthy  here,  occafionci  probably  by  the  rivulets  not  having  a  free  courfe,  and  by 
turning;  them  into  their  gardens  within  the  walls,  where  the  water  Magnates  and  cor- 
rupts the  air.  1  was  informed  that  Nice  is  about  eight'"  ni  hours,  or  thirty-fix  miles 
from  Nicomedia,  and  that  it  is  near  fixteen  miles  from  C^aramoufal,  a  port  on  the  bay 
of  Ifmit  or  Nicomedia,  and  twenty-four  from  another  port  in  that  bay  further  to  the 
well,  called  Debrcndeh,  where  they  commonly  go  to  embark  for  Conftantinople. 

On  the  twenty-firfl:  we  fet  out  and  travelled  on  the  north  fide  of  the  lake,  and  in 
about  four  hours  came  to  an  obeliflt,  about  a  mile  to  the  north  of  it ;  the  people 
call  it  Bclh-Tafli  [The  five  flones],  becaufe  it  confifls  only  of  that  number;  it  is  of 
grey  marble,  and  of  a  fingular  kind,  for  it  is  triangular,  and  flands  on  a  bafe  and 
pcdeftal,  fix  feet  nine  inches  fquare,  and  about  eleven  feet  high.  There  is  an  infcrip- 
tinn  on  the  fouth  fide  of  it,  from  which  one  may  conclude,  that  it  was  erefted  as  a 
fepulchral  monument,  probably  to  fome  great  citizen  of  Nice :  the  import  of  the 
infcription  is,  that  C.  Caflius  Philifcus,  the  ion  of  C.  Cailius  Afclepiodotus  lived  eight/r 
three  years. 

We  travelled  on  between  the  hills  and  the  lake,  lay  at  a  village  called  leranite,  in 
the  houfe  of  an  Armenian,  who  endeavoured  to  intimidate  me  with  regard  to  the  fecuritj 
of  the  road,  which  I  found  was  only  to  put  me  on  hiring  him  to  go  along  with  mt;. 
On  the  twenty-fecond  we  came  to  the  weft  end  of  the  lake,  and  paffed  through  Ba- 
jaric  ;  I  obferved  that  the  hills  are  finely  improved  along  the  fouth  fide  of  the  lake  ; 
we  turned  to  the  weft  in  that  beautiful  vale  in  which  the  river  Afcanius  runs  ;  it  is  finely 
improved  with  all  forts  of  fruit-trees  and  vineyards  ;  the  hills  on  each  fide  being  alfo 
under  vines. 

We  came  to  Gemblic  at  the  north-weft  corner  of  this  plain,  which  is  moft  delight- 
fully fituated  on  two  little  heights,  and  on  the  plain  by  the  fea  fide  ;  it  is  the  aiuient 
Cius,  which  was  deftroyed  by  Philip  king  of  Macedon,  and  rebuilt  by  Prufias,  and 
from  him  called  Prufias  ;  there  are  fome  infcriptions  about  the  town.  This  place  is 
twentv-four  miles  from  Nice  ;  the  archbifliop  of-  that  citv  has  his  palace  of  refidence 
here,  to  which  I  went ;  as  he  is  the  fifth  of  the  twelve  firft  archbifliops,  he  lives  moftly 
in  Conftantinople ;  the  Greeks,  who  are  about  fix  hundred  families,  have  feven  or 
eight  churches  here,  and  likewife  a  nunnery,  and  two  convents  on  the  fide  of  the  hill 
over  the  town  ;  there  are  about  fixty  Turkifli  families  in  the  place ;  they  have  two 
mofques,  and  moftly  inhabit  the  hill  to  the  weft.  They  have  a  great  export  here  of 
corn,  of  an  ordinary  white  wine,  and  of  all  forts  of  fruits,  to  Conltantinople.  I  find 
the  rivers  Cius  and  Hvia  are  mentioned  here ;  probably  they  are  the  names  of  two 
mouths  of  the  river  Afcanius  ;  and  here  the  poets  place  the  ftory  of  Hylas,  the  waiting 
bov  of  Hercules,  in  relation  to  his  being  conveyed  away  by  the  nymphs. 

On  the  twenty  third  we  had  a  moft  pleafant  ride  for  twelve  miles  along  the  fouth 
fide  of  the  bay  of  Montagna,  to  the  town  of  the  fame  name.  To  the  north  of  this, 
gulph  is  that  head  of  land  which  was  called  the  promontory  Neptunium,  and  is  between 
t  lis  bay  and  that  of  Nicomedia.  Montagna  is  on  the  fea,  about  twelve  miles  to  the 
north  of  Bourfa,  and  is  iituated  under  the  mountains  ;  the  town  is  about  a  mile  long, 
confifting  of  one  ftreet  near  the  fhore  ;  there  are  about  feven  hundred  Greek  families 
in  it,  who  have  feven  churches,  and  the  archbifhop  of  Bourfa  has  a  jialace  here, 
refidiiig  in  this  town  part  of  the  year  ;  the  Turkifti  families  are  not  above  three  hundred. 
This  is  the  port  of  Bourfa,  and  is  computed  to  be  a  hundred  miles  from  Conftan- 
tinople ;  it  is  a  place  of  great  refort  for  the  export  of  filk,  corn,  and  the  manufafturtvs 
of  Bourfa,  Tourcomen  carpets,  Lltpere,  a  poor  white  wine,  and  all  Ibrts  of  fruit 
to  Conftantinople,  from  which  they  alio  import  many  commodities  to  fupply  the  city  of 
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Bourfa,  and  the  country  about  it.  The  antient  city  Myrlea  was  half  a  mile  to  the 
fouth-eaft  of  the  town,  and  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  road  to  Bourfa,  being  fituated  on  a 
hill,  which  is  ftrong  by  nature ;  it  was  deftroyed  by  king  Philip,  rebuilt  by  Prufias, 
and  called  Apamea  from  his  wife;  it  was  afterwards  Called  Apamea  Myrlea,  and  Apamea 
of  Bithynia  :  the  firit  city  was  built  by  Myrlus,  who  was  of  Colophon,  and  I  fuppofe 
head  of  the  colony  from  that  place ;  it  was  afterwards  made  a  Roman  colony,  and 
was  doubtlefs  a  confiderable  place ;  there  are  no  remains  on  the  hill,  except  heaps  of 
ftones  thrown  out  of  the  vineyards ;  it  is  probable  that  the  city  in  length  of  time  ex- 
tended down  to  the  fea ;  and  as  a  proof  of  it  I  faw  the  remains  of  a  fmall  brick 
building  about  a  mile  to  the  eafl:  of  the  prefent  town.  I  went  to  the  kane,  and  then 
waited  on  the  archbiihop  of  Bourfa,  to  whom  I  had  a  letter  :  he  entertained  me  very 
civilly,  though  he  was  in  trouble  on  account  of  his  brother,  who  was  fent  for  to 
Conltantinople  by  the  vizier,  as  it  was  thought,  to  fqueeze  money  out  of  him  ;  w^hen 
I  returned  to  the  kane,  he  fent  me  a  prefent  of  wine  and  provifions.  1  embarked  on 
the  twenty-feventh  for  Gallipoh ;  we  were  obliged  by  contrary  winds  to  put  into  a 
port  called  Armocui,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  bay  near  the  point  of  the  cape  ;  there 
is  a  hot  mineral  water  at  this  place,  and  another  to  the  north-well,  at  a  place  called 
Joloway :  I  was  informed  alfo,  that  at  the  north-weft  point  of  the  cape,  at  a  place 
called  Courai,  there  is  a  hot  water,  where  there  is  a  convent  belonging  to  the  monaftery 
of  faint  George  of  Halke,  which  I  have  already  mentioned  among  the  Princes  Iflands ; 
the  Greeks  go  once  a  year  to  that  place  out  of  devotion,  and  to  bathe  in  the  hot  mud, 
it  being  elteemed  a  great  remedy  for  many  diforders,  particularly  the  fciatica.  We 
touched  at  Rodofto  in  the  way  to  Gallipoli,  where  the  plague  had  begun  to  rage,  and 
I  lodged  there  all  night  in  a  coft'ee-houfe ;  we  went  the  next  day  to  Gallipoli ;  where 
I  immediately  embarked  for  the  Dardanels,  when  I  was  informed  that  the  plague  had 
alfo  broke  out  in  that  city.  From  the  Dardanels  we  pafled  by  Tenedus,  faw  the  ruins 
of  Troas,  embarked  for  Lemnos,  and  went  from  that  ifland  to  mount  Athos  ;  of  wliich 
I  Ihall  give  an  account  in  the  following  book. 


A  DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  EAST,  &c. 
BY  RICHARD  POCOCKE,  LL.D.  F.R.S. 


Book   the  Third.  —  Of  Thrace   and  Greece; 

Chai'.  I.  —  OfThtact  in  general ;  and  of  Ctnjiantinoplf^ 

THRACE  w-as  bounded  to  the  well  by  mount  Hsmus,  and  the  river  Kicrtus,  and 
on  the  other  fides  by  the  Proponlis,  iEgean,  and  Euxine  feas :  it  was  a  Roman  dioccfe, 
and  by  the  Greek  church  was  divided  into  four  provinces:  Europa,  which  was  pro* 
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bably  on  the  fea  to  the  eaft  ;  Ha^mimontana,  to  the  weft  at  mount  Haemus,  in  which 
was  Plotinopolis  ;  Rhodope,  about  the  mountains  of  that  name,  in  which  was  Tra- 
janople  ;  and  Thrace-Proper,  probably  in  the  middle  between  them,  of  which  we  may 
fuppofe  Adrianople  was  the  capital.  Thrace  is  very  far  from  being  a  barren  country, 
as  fome  of  the  antients  have  defcribed  it,  for  the  part  I  faw  of  it  is  naturally  one  of 
the  fineft  countries  I  have  feen,  and  the  richeft  foil  ;  and  fo  they  fay  it  is  to  the  weft 
of  Adrianople  ;  as  moimt  Hasmus  is  to  the  weft  of  it,  fo  niount  Rhodope  runs  along 
the  middle  of  this  country  to  the  weft  of  the  river  Hebrus,  and  I  fuppofe  extends  away 
to  the  north. 

When  1  arrived  at  Scutari,  they  took  my  flave  from  me,  as  I  had  not  the  original 
writing  by  me  to  vouch  the  property  of  him ;  but  on  application  1  got  him  afterwards 
releafed.  I  fent  from  this  place  to  the  gentleman  to  whom  I  was  recommended  at 
Conftantinople,  who  did  me  the  honour  to  come  over  and  conduct  me  to  his  houfe, 
where  I  received  all  manner  of  civility  during  my  ftay  there,  as  indeed  I  did  from  z\l 
the  gentlemen  of  the  Englifh  nation. 

As  there  have  been  particular  defcriptions  given  of  Conftantinople,  it  is  unneceiTary 
to  fay  much  of  it.  The  beauties  and  advantages  of  its  fituation  have  been  much  enlarged 
on,  nnd  no  account  can  poflibly  give  a  juft  idea  of  it,  as  it  furpailes  every  thing  that 
can  be  faid,  infomuch  that  the  fine  views  which  it  affords  are  alone  a  fufficient  recom- 
pence  to  the  traveller  who  goes  to  fee  it.  This  city  is  on  a  promontory  at  the  entrance 
of  the  Bofphorus,  having  the  Propontis  to  the  eaft  and  fouth,  and  the  port  antiently 
called  Ceras  to  the  north  ;  I  found  the  fouth-weft  fide  on  the  land  to  be  feven  thoufand 
feven  hundred  puces  long  ;  It  has  on  that  fide  two  walls  built  with  fquare  towers,  and  a 
folfe  on  the  o\Ufide  of  the  outer  wall,  which  is  twenty  paces  broad,  and  faced  ■\\Tth 
ftone  on  both  fides  :  Gyllius  makes  the  fouth-caft  fide  equal  to  this,  and  the  fide  on  tho 
port  a  mile  lefs,  which  would  make  it  in  all  eleven  miles  in  circumference,  though 
he  computes  it  to  be  near  thirteen  miles ;  it  is  from  half  a  mile  to  a  mile  and  a  half 
broad  :  the  ground  rifing  from  the  port  and  from  the  ,fea  round  the  end  of  the  pro- 
montory, makes  the  fituation  very  beautiful,  and  it  is  not  difficult  to  difcern  the  feven 
hills  on  which  the  city  is  built ;  the  firft  takes  up  the  whole  breadth  of  the  promontory, 
on  which  the  grand  fignor's  feraglio  is  built ;  five  more  are  over  the  port,  divided  by 
valleys  that  defcend  from  the  height,  which  joins  fome  of  the  hills,  and  goes  near 
the  whole  length  of  the  city,  the  Adrianople  llreet  running  all  along  on  the  top  of  it ; 
on  the  fecond  hill  is  the  burnt  pillar  ;  on  the  third  hill,  is  the  magnificent  mofque 
Solimanea ;  the  valley  between  it  and  the  fourth  hill  is  broad ;  the  aqueduft  of  Valen- 
tinian  crolTed  it,  of  which  there  remain  about  forty  arches ;  the  eaft  end  of  it  is  de- 
ftroyed,  and  the  water  is  now  conveyed  by  channels  on  the  ground ;  the  mofque  of 
fultan  Mahomet  is  on  the  fourth  hill,  and  that  of  fultan  Selim  on  the  fifth,  the  weftern 
walls  of  the  city  running  along  on  the  top  of  the  fixth  hill.  Thefe  hills  rife  fo  one 
above  another  from  the  port,  that  they  all  appear  from  the  mouth  of  the  harbour,  and 
nioft  of  the  houfes  having  a  court  or  garden,  in  which  they  plant  trees  for  the  /hade 
and  the  refrefliing  verdure,  this  adds  a  great  beauty  to  the  profpeft :  the  feventh  hill 
is  divided  by  a  vale  from  the  height  that  joins  the  three  lail  hills,  which  are  to  the 
north  of  it ;  this  hill  alone  is  computed  to  be  one  third  part  of  the  city,  and  is  to  the 
fouth  of  the  fourth,  fifth,  and  fixth  hills,  the  others  having  the  bay  to  the  fouth  of 
them  ;  and  that  bay  has  to  the  fouth  of  it  the  north-caft  point  of  the  feventh  hill  and  the 
three  other  hills  to  the  north  ;  the  pillar  of  Arcadius  was  on  the  feventh  hill. 

Great  part  of  the  houfes  of  Conftantinople  are  built  with  wooden  frames,  moftly 
filled  up  with  unburnt  brick ;  and  a  great  number  of  houfes  are  made  only  of  fuch 
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frames  covered  with  boards :  they  have  notwithftanding  very  good  rooms  in  them ; 
and  the  ftreets  are  tolerable,  with  a  raifed  footway  on  each  fide.  The  ftreet  of  Adria- 
nople  is  broad,  and  adorned  with  many  public  buildings  ;  to  the  fouth  of  it  there  is 
a  vale,  which  is  to  the  north  of  the  feventh  hill.  The  bazeflans  or  fliops  of  rich  goods 
are  fuch  as  have  been  defcribed  in  other  places  ;  and  many  of  the  fhops  for  other  trades 
are  adorned  with  pillars,  and  the  flreets  in  which  they  are,  covered  over  in  order  to 
{helter  from  the  fun  and  rain.  There  are  alfo  fcveral  large  kanes,  where  many  mer- 
chants live,  and  mod  of  thefe  have  apartments  in  them,  where  they  fpend  the  day,  and 
retire  at  night  to  their  families  in  their  houfes.  The  bagnios  alfo  are  to  be  reckoned 
another  part  of  the  magnificence  of  Conftantinople,  fome  of  them  being  very  finely 
adorned  within.  The  fountains  likewife  are  extremely  magnificent,  being  buildings 
about  twenty  feet  fquare,  with  pipes  of  water  on  every  fide  ;  and  within  at  each  comer 
there  is  an  apartment,  with  an  iron  gate  before  it,  where  cups  of  water  are  always 
ready  for  the  people  to  drink,  a  perfon  attending  to  fill  them  ;  thefe  buildings  are  of 
marble,  the  fronts  are  carved  with  bas  reliefs  of  trees  and  flowers  ;  and  the  eves  pro- 
jecting fix  or  feven  feet,  the  foffit  of  them  is  finely  adorned  with  carved  works  of 
flowers,  in  alto  relievo,  gilt  with  gold  in  a  very  good  tafte  ;  fo  that  thefe  buildings 
make  a  very  fine  appearance. 

It  is  faid  that  there  are  three  hundred  mofques  In  Conftantinople;  fix  of  them  are 
royal  mofques,  dilUnguilhed  by  their  number  of  minarets  from  two  to  Cix  (others 
having  but  one) ;  and  are  called  after  the  name  of  their  founders :  I  went  into  four  of 
them  ;  fultan  Achmed ;  Solimanea,  or  the  mofque  of  fultan  Soliman  ;  fultan  Ma- 
homet ;  and  fultan  vSelim  ;  they  are  all  built,  as  mod  of  the  mofques  are,  %\ath  a 
court  before  them,  that  has  a  portico  round  it,  which  confifls  of  old  pillars  of  the 
fined  marbles :  in  that  of  Solimanea  in  particular  there  are  four  very  large  pillars  of 
red  granite  between  the  done  piers  which  fupport  the  dome  ;  and  the  molque  is  built 
in  a  very  good  Xade  ;  there  is  a  gallery  round  below,  feparated  by  pillars  from  the  ifle 
which  goes  round  the  part  under  tlie  dome :  there  are  two  porphyry  pillars  in  the 
portico  of  this  mofque,  of  the  fome  fize  as  thofe  in  faint  Sophia  ;  all  thefe  buildings 
are  covered  with  cupolas,  and  fome  parts  only  with  a  quarter  ot  a  fphere ;  the  latter 
are  modly  built  againd  the  bafe  of  the  great  cupola,  and  all  is  covered  with  lead  ; 
abroad  there  are  fountains  to  wafli  on  each  fide  of  the  mofque  ;  and  the  walls  which 
encompafs  the  great  court  before  the  mofque,  are  built  with  windows  in  a  good  tafte, 
with  crols  iron  bars  in  them.  Near  thefe  mofques  there  are  commonly  places  to 
prepare,  and  didribute  provifi(ms  to  the  poor  on  certain  days  ;  there  are  alio  generally 
near  them  fliops  and  a  bagnio  fnr  the  fupport  of  the  mofques.  The  grand  fignor  goes 
every  Friday  to  one  of  theie  roval  mofques,  taking  them  commonly  one  after  another, 
by  reafon  that  thire  is  a  benefaction  given  to  the  mofque  he  goes  to,  which  I  was 
informed,  is  five  hundred  dollars :  the  other  two  are  the  Waladea  mofque,  and  lultan 
Bajazet ;  all  of  them  having  in  them,  and  the  courts  belonging  to  them,  many  fine 
pillars,  el'pecially  of  verd  antique :  there  alfo  is  a  royaf  mofque  built  by  Mahomet 
the  fecond,  to  the  well  ot  the  city  at  a  place  called  Joupe,  which  has  its  name  from 
Joupe  a  Turkidi  faint,  to  whom  the  mofque  is  dedicated  :  in  this  mofque  the  grand 
fignor  receives  lolemn  polleflion  of  his  dominions,  bv  having  a  fword  girded  about  him 
by  the  mufti.  1  was  curious  to  fee  fuch  of  the  mofques  as  I  could  find  had  formerly 
been  churches,  and  ainondl^hem  particularly  faint  Sophia  ;  there  are  in  it  eight  por- 
phyry pillars,  and  as  many  of  verd  antique,  which,  1  believe,  for  their  fize,  are  not  to 
be  exceeded  in  the  world  ;  for  the  dome  being  fupported  by  four  large  piers ;  between 
tbem  arc  four  verd  antique  pillars  on  each  fide,  and  a  fcmicirdc  being  formed  as  at 
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each  corner  by  thefe  and  four  more  piers,  there  are  two  porphyry  pillars  in  each  of  them, 
;ind  it  appears  plainly  that  there  was  a  third  ;  for  there  is  an  arch  iilled  up  next  to  each 
pier,  which  was  doubtlefs  done  in  order  to  (trongthcn  thofe  piers,  the  building  having 
vidbly  given  way  at  the  fouth-wefl  corner,  where  the  pillars  of  the  gaUery  hang  over 
very  much  ;  two  of  the  porphyry  pillars  in  the  portico  of  Solimanea,  might  be  taken 
from  this  mofque,  and  probably  the  other  two  might  be  found,  if  all  the  mofques  and 
the  feraglios  were  examined  ;  thefe  pillars  are  about  two  feet  and  a  half  in  diameter, 
;uid  ot  a  proportionable  height  ;  there  are  pillars  of  verd  antique  in  the  galleries  over 
them  :  eight  large  porphyry  pillars  in  fain:  Sophia  are  meiiiioned  as  taken  out  of  a 
temple  of  the  fun  built  by  Valerian,  and  fent  by  Rlarfia,  a  Roman  widow,  to  the 
emperor  Juflinian  * ;  fo  that  if  the  others  were  of  porphyry,  they  mull  have  been 
taken  froni  f  )me  other  place.  There  are  two  porticos  to  the  church  ;  the  inner  one 
is  wainfcoted  with  fine  marbles  :  the  mofque  ftrikes  the  eye  at  the  firil  entrance,  the- 
dome  being  very  large ;  but  a  great  beauty  is  loft,  as  the  mofaic  is  all  deilroved, 
except  a  very  httle  at  the  eail  end  ;  fo  that  all  the  top  is  whited  over ;  but  the  fides 
are  wainfcoted  with  porphyry,  verd  antique,  and  other  rare  oriental  marbles ;  it  is 
hung  with  a  great  number  of  glafs  lamps,  and  the  pavement  is  fpread  with  the  richeft 
carpets,  where  the  fophtis  are  always  ftudying  and  repealing  the  alcoran  ;  and  the 
doftors  preaching  and  explaining  it,  in  particular  parts  of  the  mofque,  to  their  feparate 
auditories :  the  top  is  covered  with  lead,  and  there  is  a  gallery  round  on  the  infide 
of  the  cupola  :  this  mofque  makes  a  much  meaner  and  heavier  appearance  on  the 
outfide  than  the  mofques  that  are  built  in  imitation  of  it.  On  the  fouth  fide  of  it 
the  grand  fignor  has  erected  a  very  fmall  but  neat  library,  which  feemed  to  be  about 
twenty  feet  wide  and  thirty  long ;  there  arie  prefles  round  ii,  and  tvo  in  the  middle 
for  the  manufcripts  ;  the  windows  open  to  a  court,  round  which  the  raaufoleums  of 
three  fultuns  are  finely  built  of  marble  ;  and  in  one  of  the  windows  of  the  library 
there  is  a  fopha  lor  the  grand  fignior,  when  he  is  pleafed  to  come  and  hear  the  law  read 
to  him  in  this  place.  The  fineft  mofqoe  next  after  faint  Sophia,  which  has  been  a 
church,  is  on  the  feventh  hill,  and  near  the  feven  towers ;  it  k  called  by  the  Greeks 
Conflantine's  church,  but  u  the  church  of  a  monaflery  called  Studios,  from  a  citizen 
of  Conftantinople  of  that  name  who  built  it ;  there  is  a  very  handfome  portico  to  it, 
with  four  pillars  of  white  marble,  which  fupport  a  very  rich  entablature,  there  being 
another  of  the  fame  kind  within :  the  nave  is  divided  from  the  ifles  by  feven  verd 
antique  pillars,  fix  feet  tw-o  inches  in  circumference  ;  I  took  particular  notice  that 
they  are  of  the  compofite  order :  over  thefe  there  are  as  many  more  pillars  of  the 
lonick  order,  and  probably  of  the  fame  materials,  but  according  to  the  Turkilh  taffe 
they  are  whited  over ;  there  appears  to  have  been  a  gallery  on  each  fide,  which  is  not 
remaining.  There  is  a  ciftern  under  a  court  to  the  fouth  of  ir,  in  which  there  are  four 
rows  of  Corinthian  pillars.  Another  church  converted  into  a  mofque,  is  on  the  north 
brow  of  the  fourth  hill ;  it  was  dedicated  to  the  Almighty,  has  two  porticos,  and  la. 
divided  into  three  parts,  the  domes  being  fupported  with  pillars  of  red  granite  ;  the 
whole  is  adorned  with  the  figures  of  the  apoif  les,  and  of  the  hiftory  of  our  Saviour  in 
mofaic  work,  and  the  fubjed  of  each  compartment  is  defcribed  in  Greek ;  the  Turks 
have  disfigured  the  faces  of  all  them.  On  the  outfide  of  this  church  there  is  a  very 
fine  coffin  of  a  fingle  piece  of  verd  antique  of  a  very  extraordinary  fize:  there  are 
crolfes  cut  on  it,  and  probably  it  is  the  only  one  of  this  ft  ft  of  marble  in  the  world. 
The  magnificent  churcii  of  the   apoflles,  built  by  Conftantine  the  great,  was  on  this 

*  See  a  letter  of  Plutarcbati  ficrctary  of  Juflinian,  in  Godinas. 
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hill,  where  the  mofque  of  fulran  Mahomet  is  fituated  ;  there  are  now  no  remains  of  it ; 
near  it  wer.-  t!)e  cillerns  ot  Arcadius,  where  there  is  at  prefent  the  largefl:  bagnio  in 
ConfliU'dnople  i  near  which-  I  faw  the  remains  of  fbme  very  thick  walls,  probably 
belonging  to  thoTcj  cilierns.  There  is  alfo  mofque  that  was  an  old  church  on  the  fifth 
hill,  and  anotlicr  at  the  foot  it ;  but  there  is  nothing  remarkable  in  either  of  them. 
About  th  J  feveiuh  hill  I  faw  alfo  two  other  mofques  that  were  churches  ;  they  are  not 
men! )on"d  by  any  authors ;  and,  if  I  miflake  not,  they  are  called  the  church  mofques.  In 
tins  part  alfo  there  are  great  remiiins  of  vauus  and  cirtems  ;  one  of  them  feems  to  be  that 
^^h!chw^s  n^ar  the  church  called  Mocianus,built  by  AnailafiusDicorus;  the  cifterns  were 
maue  by  Juftinian  :  on  the  fixth  hill  there  is  a  church  to  which  they  carry  mad  people,, 
and  lay  them  in  a  portico,  thinking  it  a  fovereign  remedy  to  bring  them  to  their 
fenfes  ;  this  I  fliould  take  to  be  about  the  i'pot  of  the  church  of  St.  John  Baptift  in 
that  part  which  was  formerly  a  fuburh,  called  Hebdomum  ;  it  is  faid  Theodofius 
brought  to  tliis  place  the  head  of  St.  John  Bap'.ifl  from  a  village  called  Coflaum  near 
Pantichium  in  tl\e  diftrifl  of  Chalcedon  ;  for  near  this  place  there  is  a  large  hollow 
ground  now  turned  into  gardens,  which  feems  to  be  the  fpot  of  the  cifterns  of  Bonus, 
mentioned  in  this  part.  Another  church  fpoken  of  by  thofe  who  defcribe  C'onftanti- 
nople,  is  the  churcli  of  the  Virgin  Mary  i.u  BlachernEe,  at  a  place  where  there  is  now  a 
holy  water,  which  is  had  in  great  eileem  among  the  Greeks,  and  there  are  fome  re- 
mains of  very  llrong  walls.  To  the  eaft  of  this  at  the  foot  of  the  fifth  hill  is  a  part 
of  the  city  called  Phanar,  where  there  is  a  wall  built  up  the  hill ;  they  have  a  flor)-, 
tliat  it  was  ei'eded  in  one  night  during  a  fiege  by  candle-light ;  and  that  this  gave 
naiQe  to  that  part  of  the  city.  Here  the  patriarch  of  Conftantinople  refides,  and  alfo 
the  patriarch  of  Jerufalem,  the  place  being  •moftly  inhabited  by  Greeks,  and  between 
this  place  ;uid  the  fountain  before  mentioned,  there  are  feveral  Greek  churches. 
What  they  call  the  palace  of  Conftantine,  cjofe  to  which  the  walls  are  built  on  the 
fixth  hill,  feems  to  have  been  oaly  one  room  with  the  roof  fupported  by  pillars, 
though  now  it  is  divided,  and  made  into  two  (lories  ;  it  does^not  feem  to  be  of  great 
antiquity  ;  and  is  probably  a  Genoefe  building,  as  there  are  coats  of  arms  over 
the  windows. 

There  are  very  few  remains  of  any  other  antiquities  in  Conftantinople.  Of  the 
feveral  pillars  and  obeliiks  which  were  in  the  Hippodrome,  there  are  now  only  three 
to  be  feen  ;  one  is  the  obclilk  of  red  granite,  thirty-five  p  ices  from  which  is  ilie  fer- 
pentine  pillar,  and  forty  paces  from  that  an  ubelifk,  wincii  is  built  of  hewn  flone  ;  all 
thefe  have  been  very  particularly  defcribed ;  the  obelifK  of  granite  appears  to  have 
been  limger,  the  figures  at  bottoiu  being  iniperfeft  :  both  this  and  the  other  obelifks 
had  two  Heps  round  them,  which  do  not  now  appear,  as  they  are  continually  raifing 
the  ground  of  the  1  hppodrome.  The  obelilk  which  is  built  of  hewn  (lone  was  covered 
with  plates  of  brais,  and  the  holes  to  whicii  they  were  fixed  are  feen  in  the  ftones : 
part  of  the  Ibrpentine  pilhu:  is  broke  olF;  at  the  grand  fignior's  feraglio  of  Sadabat, 
there  is  one  matle  in  imitation  of  it,  but  not  fo  large  :  that  in  the  Hippodrome  is 
thought  to  be  a  very  groat  piece  of.  antiquity,  being  faid  to  be  the  twilled  ferpents" 
on  which  thire  (tood  a  Tripos,  fiippofed  to  be  that  which  Paufanijis  :uid  the  cities  ot 
Greece  coiUtcrated  io  Apollo  at  Delphi.  What  they  call  the  Burnt  Pillar  is  on  the 
ft'Cond  hill,  whi(.h  Junigh  not  of  one  flone,  yot  when  entire  might  be  tftcemcd  one 
of  the  finell  pillars  in  the  world,  being  fingular  in  its  kind  ;  it  is  fiiid  to  have  been 
brought  from  Rome  by  Conihmtine  the  Great,  and  that  he  placed  on  it  that  cxquifite 
bronice  ilatue  of  Trojan  Apollo,  which  was  a  reprefentation  of  hiuifelf  j  it  is  called 
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the  Burnt  Pillar,  becaufo  the  pedeflal  and  pillar  have  been  much  damaged  by  fire ;  it 
is  erected  on  a  marble  pedeilal,  about  twenty  feet  high,  which  is  much  ruined  ;  and 
probably  there  were  fome  flops  round  it ;  the  fliaft  feems  to  have  confided  of  ten 
pieces  of  porphyry,  thirty-three  French  feet  in  circumference,  each  ftone  being  nine 
feet  four  inches  long,  excepting  a  wi-eath  of  laurel  half  a  foot  deep  at  the  top  of 
every  one,  which  had  the  effect  to  conceal  the  joining  of  the  ftoncs  :  feven  of  thefe 
Itones  now  remain,  though  an  exact  defcribcr  of  Conltantinople  fays  there  were  eight ; 
three  of  the  ftones,  together  v  ith  the  ftatue,  were  thrown  down  by  lightning  ;  if  I  do 
not  miftake,  it  was  in  the  time  of  Alexius  Comnenus  ;  it  was  faid  to  have  been  of 
the  Doric  order,  and  when  entire  muft  have  been  a  molt  magnificent  lofty  pillar ;  it 
is  not  well  reprefented  even  in  its  prefent  condition  by  any  cuts  that  I  have  feen  of  it ; 
there  are  now  twelve  tiers  of  ftone  above  the  feven  of  pmphyry  ;  eleven  of  them  fcem 
to  be  about  a  foot  deep,  and  the  uppermoft  is  fomething  like  a  Tufcan  capital  ;  and 
about  two  feet  deep.  There  is  a  Greek  infcription  on  the  fourth  tier,  which  I  had  not 
an  opportunity  of  copying  ;  but  it  is  faid  to  import,  that  the  emperor  Emanuel  Com- 
nenus repaired  it.  Arius  is  faid  to  have  died  near  this  pillar,  as  mentioned  by  the 
ecclefialtical  hillorians.  Near  it  is  a  ciftern,  the  arches  of  it  are  fupported  by  iixteen 
pillars  in  length,  and  fourteen  in  breadth,  with  as  many  more  on  them  ;  it  feems  to 
have  been  a  Chriftian  work,  there  being  a  crofs  on  fome  of  them,  and  thefe  letters 
K.  N.  I  law  what  is  called  the  pillars  of  Marcianus,  which  is  mentioned  by  Gyllius, 
but  he  feems  not  to  have  feen  it ;  he  alfo  mentions  the  virgin  column,  which  probably 
is  the  fame,  though  he  might  not  know  it ;  for  it  is  now  called  by  the  Turks  Kifti- 
Tafh  [The  Virgin  Stone  or  Pillar  ;]  it  is  a  very  fine  pillar  of  grey  granite  of  the  Corin- 
thian order,  with  a  well-proportioned  pefleftal  which  had  fteps  round  it ;  the  fhaft 
alone  feems  to  be  about  twenty-five  feet  high  ;  and  this  pillar,  efpccially  the  pedeftal,  is 
very  ill  reprefented  by  fome  travellers  :  it  is  fuppofed  that  the  inlcription  was  made 
in  brafs,  and  they  have  been  able  to  trace  it  out  by  the  holes  which  were  made  in 
order  to  fix  on  the  letters.  A  pillar  like  this  was  removed  from  fome  part  of  the  town 
into  the  garden  of  the  feraglio,  which  1  faw^  from  Pera  between  the  trees.  The  hifto- 
rical  pillar  ol  Arcadius  has  been  very  exactlv  defcribed  ;  the  Ihaft  of  it  was  taken  down 
about  thirty  years  ago,  for  fome  public  Turkifli  building  ;  fo  that  the  bafe  and 
pedeftals  only  remain  ;  the  bafe  and  the  column  confiiled  of  feveral  tiers  of  fingle 
ftones  of  the  fame  breadth  as  the  bafe  and  column,  and  were  laid  one  over  the  other, 
out  of  which  the  ftairs  were  cut  within ;  but  the  pedeftal  has  two  ftones  in  each  tier  fo 
nicely  joined,  that  a  very  curious  perfon  has  affirmed  that  there  was  but  one  in 
each  tier. 

The  feraglio  and  public  audiences  of  the  grand  fignior  have  been  fully  defcribed  ; 
I  faw  part  of  the  ceremony  of  an  audience  of  the  grand  vizier,  and  was  habited  in  the 
caftan,  but  I  could  not  enter  into  the  audience-room  to  fee  the  monarch,  becaufe  the 
number  of  perfons  permitted  to  go  in  with  the  ambaffador  was  full :  a  divan  is  always  held 
before  fuch  an  audience,  at  which  the  ambaffador  is  prefent,  and  the  grand  fignior  is 
at  a  lattice  window  over  the  feat  of  the  grand  vizier,  but  is  not  feen,  though  by  fome 
fignal  it  is  known  that  he  is  there  ;  and  when  the  bufinefs  of  the  divan,  as  a  court  of 
juftice,  is  done,  (which  is  chiefly  reading  petitions  of  poor  people,  who  are  brought 
one  by  one  into  the  prefence  of  the  grand  vizier),  then  ftools  are  fet  before  the 
vizier,  the  two  cadilifkiers,  the  treafurer  and  feal-keeper,  who  are  always  prefent ;  and 
about  feven  in  the  morning  the  dinner  was  brought  on  feveral  fmall  plates  placed  on 
large  difht?,  and  put  before  them  oji  the  llools,  without  their  moving  from  the  place 
where  they  did  the  public  bufinefs  j  the  fmall   plates  were  very  often  changed ;  the 
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ambaflador  eating  with  tlie  grand  vizier,  and  thofe  who  go  to  audience  with  him,  with 
the  feal-keeper,  and  treafurer  ;  the  cadilifkiers  being  people  of  the  law,  are  too  holy 
to  eat  with  infidels :  after  this  the  grand  fignior's  firman  is  read,  which  orders  thi«: 
the  ambaffador  fhould  be  introduced.  The  vizier  holds  the  ordinary  divans  four 
times  a  week  in  the  grand  fignior's  feraglio,  and  on  the  other  days  he  has  a  divan  in  his 
own  houfe. 

Two  rivers  fall  into  the  bay  of  Conflantlnople,  about  a  league  to  the  weft  of  the 
city ;  the  northern  river  is  the  antient  Lycus  ;  the  fouthern  one  was  called  Hydraulis. 
There  were  many  houfes  of  pleafure  iuid  gardens  of  the  great  men  near  the  banks  of 
thefe  rivers,  and  on  the  rifing  ground  ;  but  in  that  rebellion  which  fet  the  prefent 
grand  fignior  on  the  throne,  the  mob  requefted  it  of  him,  that  they  might  be  per- 
mitted to  deftroy  thofe  houfes  where  the  great  people  fpent  their  time  in  luxury  and 
idlenefs,  neglecting  the  public  affairs ;  and  their  petition  not  being  refufed,  they 
levelled  every  thing  to  the  ground  ;  fo  that  now  they  have  their  country  houfes  along 
the  canal  in  the  way  to  the  Black  fea.  On  tlie  northern  river  the  grand  fignior  has  a 
pleafant  feraglio  called  Sadabat ;  the  river  is  in  fuch  a  manner  confined  as  to  make  a  fine 
canal  to  it,  which  is  about  feventeen  hundred  paces  long. 

It  is  faiJ,  that  every  day  there  are  confumed  at  Conil:antinople,  Scutari,  and  the 
adjacent  villages,  thirty-fix  thoufand  meafures  of  wheat :  thefe  meafures:,  which  are 
called  a  killo,  are  fuppofed  to  be  fufRcient  for  a  hundred  perfons,  fo  that  the  number 
of  fouls  may  be  computed  at  tlirce  millions  fix  hundred  thoufand  ;  of  thefe  a  hundred 
thoufand  are  computed  to  be  Jews,  and  fixty  thouf;md  Chriftians  ;  though  the  former 
computation  feejns  to  exceed.  They  rccko^^  that  there  are  forty  thoufand  boats,  like 
our  wherries,  which  are  uncovered ;  except  thofe  ot  the  grand  fignior,  or  grand  vizier  ; 
the  former  being  covered  with  red,  and  the  latter  with  green. 

There  have  been  two  Armenian  preffes  in  Conftantinople  for  about  forty'  years.  The 
vizier  Ibrahim  Paflia  having  read  an  account  of  the  ufefulnefs  of  printing,  perfuaded 
the  late  fultan  Achmet  to  permit  a  prefs  to  be  fet  up  under  the  direftion  of  Ibrahim 
Efendi,  an  Hungarian  renagado ;  they  printed  twelve  books,  but  about  four  years 
ago  it  was  di'opped  ;  but  they  have  lately  begun  to  print  in  Turkifli  the  hiilory  of  the 
Ottoman  J'orte  for  about  fixty  years  paft.  I  happened  to  fee  Conftantinople  at  a  time 
when  the  Turks  were  in  good  humour,  and  had  no  reafon  to  be  difpleafed  with  the 
Franks,  (except  that  the  foldiery  would  gladly  have  continued  the  war  againil  the 
emperor)  ;  ihcy  ,had  juft  made  a  very  honourable  peace  for  themfclvcs  with  that 
monarch,  and  not  a  very  difadvantageous  one  with  the  Mufcovites,  whom  they  dreaded 
as  a  power  fuperior  to  them  ;  fo  that  I  went  freely  all  over  Conftantinople,  and  was 
fo  fir  from  being  affronted  in  the  leaft,  that  I  rather  mot  with  civility  in  every  place  ; 
entered  publicly  into  fuch  of  the  inofques  as  I  defired  to  fee,  and  fometimes  even  on 
Fridays,  juft  before  the  fermon  began,  and  when  the  women  were  come  into  the 
mofques  to  hear  their  harangues  :  this  is  permitted  by  fpcaking  to  the  keeper  of  the 
mofque,  and  giving  him  a  very  finall  gratuity,  and  at  other  times  fending  for  him 
when  the  mofques  were  fhut :  and  indeed  to  fpeak  juftly  of  the  Turks,  they  are  a  ver^ 
traclablc  people  when  they  are  well  uled,  and  when  they  have  no  profpecl  of  getting 
any  thing  by  ill-treament ;  and  what  makes  them  more  troublcfome  and  fulpicious  in 
places  on  the  fea,  is  the  rough  ufage  they  meet  with  from  the  corfturs. 
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Chap.  II.  —  OfGalaia,  Pera^ihe  Aqusdnds,  and  Jome  other  places  near  ConJiant'mopJe. 

GALATA  is  fituated  to  the  north  of  the  port  of  Conftantinople,  It  is  encompaffcd 
\vith  a  wall  near  three  miles  in  circumference,  having  the  water  to  the  fouth  and  caft, 
and  is  built  from  the  fta  up  the  fides  of  the  hill ;  it  is  very  much  inhabited  by  Chriftians, 
and  by  all  the  Europeans :  here  they  have  their  warehoufc-s,  cuflom  houfc,  and  all 
European  fliips  come  to  this  port.  The  Greeks  have  three  churclies  in  Galata,  and 
the  Armenians  two :  the  Jefuites,  Domimcans,  and  Francifcans,  have  each  of  them  a 
convent  in  this  place.  During  tlie  time  of  the  Venetian  war  a  convent  under  the  pro- 
teftion  of  Venice  was  feized  on,  and  the  church  turned  into  a  mofque,  and  fuch  Franks 
as  lived  near  it  were  ordered  to  remove,  on  which  all  the  Englifli,  and  fome  other?, 
removed  to  Pera,  which  is  on  the  top  of  the  hill  where  all  the  ambafladors  refide,  and 
it  is  a  much  finer  fituation,  AVhat  they  call  the  Quattro  Strade  are  almofl  entirely  in- 
habited by  Franks  and  other  ChrKHans.  Pera  is  under  the  Topjee-bafhaw  ofTophana, 
and  Galata  is  governed  by  a  waiwode.  Pera  and  Galata  are  the  thirteenth  region, 
which  was  called  Sicena.  The  Trinitarians,  two  forts  of  Francifcans,  and  the  Capu- 
chins,  have  each  of  them  a  convent  in  Pera.  The  ambafladors  live  here  in  greater 
Hate  than  in  any  other  parts,  becaufe  it  is  the  cuftom  of  the  country,  and  they  keep 
open  table.  The  king  of  the  Two  Sicilies  has  lately  obtained  capitulations  for  trade, 
as  well  as  the  Swedes,  and  has  a  minifler  here.  This  place  and  Galata  having  been 
much  inhabited  by  Genoefe,  who  had  obtained  it  of  the  Greek  emperors,  there  are  ftill 
fome  of  thofe  families  remaining,  many  of  whom  are  drogermen  to  the  ambafladors ; 
of  which  each  nation  has  a  certain  number ;  one  or  two  of  them  do  mofl  of  the 
bufmefs  of  the  nation  ;  and  the  others  are  employed  occafionally  by  the  merchants  : 
there  are  alfo  Gjovani  de  Lingue,  as  they  call  them,  who  are  young  men  that  have 
fmall  falaries,  take  their  turn  in  waiting  at  the  palace,  and  attend  on  fl:rangers  or  others, 
when  there  is  occafion  :  the  French  have  twelve  of  thefe  of  their  own  nation,  who  are 
educated  at  the  Capuchin  convent  at  the  expence  of  the  king,  are  fent  to  different 
confuls  abroad,  and  promoted  as  they  deferve.  The  Mufcovites  and  Germans  alfo 
have  fome  of  their  own  nation,  but  are  obliged  chiefly  to  make  ufe  of  the  natives  of 
the  place,  who  know  befl  how  to  difcharge  the  myfl:erious  office  of  a  drogerman.  The 
head  drogerman  of  the  port  is  always  a  Greek,  and  very  often  a  prince  of  Moldavia  ;  he 
is  fomewhat  in  the  nature  of  a  fecretary  of  ifliate,  as  well  as  interpreter,  and  has  a  great 
influence  in  relation  to  the  affairs  of  the  Europeans,  and  more  particularly  when  treaties 
of  peace  are  on  foot.  It  is  faid  the  Venetian  ambaflfador,  who  is  called  the  Bailo,  has 
an  unliniited  commiflion  from  the  republic  to  draw  for  what  fums  he  pleafes,  and 
even  that  his  accounts  ai-e  not  examined.  So  great  an  interefl:  that  flate  has  to  ferve 
with  the  Porte. 

To  the  north  of  Pera  is  Tophana,  on  another  hill,  and  nothing  can  be  imagined  more 
beautiful  than  the  profpcd  of  the  vale  between  them:  on  the  brow  of  the  hill,  on 
Tophana  fide,  there  is  a  public  building  called  Galati  Serai,  (for  this  upper  part  of 
the  hill  is  reckoned  as  a  part  of  Galata  or  Pera)  ;  this  building  is  finely  fituated  round 
a  large  court ;  it  is  diiflincd  for  the  education  of  the  itcheoglans  for  the  fcraglio  of  the 
grand  fignior,  and  contains  in  it  about  four  hundred  ;  they  are  raoHily  orphans  or 
children  of  poor  people  who  cannot  educate  their  families  ;  they  are  kept  under  great 
difcipline,  never  flir  out,  nor  can  they  fo  much  as  look  out  of  their  windows,  and  no 
pcrfous  are  fuS'ered  to  go  in :  they  learn  to  read,  write,  ride,  and  draw  the  bow,  and  to 
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clwnt  their  devotions ;  the  grand  fignlor  goes  there  once  in  two  years,  and  chufes 
out  ol"  them  fuch  as  he  pleafes  about  twenty  years  old,  who  are  made  his  itcheoglans : 
mod  of  them  are  officers  about  him  like  pages,  and  attend  him  on  horfeback,  or  in 
the  chamber,  being  fomcthing  of  the  nature  of  chamberhiins,  and  thefe,  according  to 
their  merit,  are  often  advanced  to  be  pafhas,  and  to  the  liigheft  offices. 

Tophana  is  fo  called  from  the  foundery  of  cannon  [Tope].  It  is  governed  by  the 
*ropejee-Bafhaw  [the  captain  of  the  artillery],  as  well  as  Pera  ;  there  are  a  great  number 
of  very  fine  brafs  cannon  on  the  quay  and  other  places  about  it ;  for  now  they  make 
none  of  iron.  .  One  of  their  fined  fountains  is  in  this  place.  To  the  north  of  it  is  Fun- 
duclee,  and  north  of  that  two  or  three  more  places  built  up  the  fide  of  the  hills,  which 
look  like  one  continued  town  from  Galata. 

To  the  weft  of  Galata,  on  the  north  fide  of  the  port,  is  the  public  arfenal  or  dock 
called  CaiTum-palha,  where  there  are  covered  buildings  to  lay  up  the  galleys  in  winter ; 
and  here  is  what  they  call  the  bagnio  for  the  grand  fignior's  capuve  Chriftian  flaves. 
1  faw  here  eleven  large  men  of  war,  and  was  informed  that  there  are  commonly  about 
twenty,  and  that  they  have  in  other  parts  twenty  more ;  the  largeft,  called  the  Capitana, 
as  I  was  informed,  is  twelve  feet  longer  than  the  Royal  Sovereign,  being  a  hundred 
and  eighty  lix  feet  long,  and  forty-fix  feet  eight  inches  broad  ;  it  is  twenty-one  feet 
deep  in  the  hoki,  has  three  decks,  befides  the  quarter-deck,  and  a  fpare  deck :  the 
fheet  anchor  weighs  ninety-live  quintals,  and  the  cable  is  thirty-two  inches  in 
circumference ;  llie  carries  a  hundred  and  ten  guns,  and  fixteen  hundred  men.  The 
galleys  go  out  every  fummer  round  the  iflands  to  colled  the  harach  or  Chriitian  poll 
tax  ;  and  the  captain  paflia  or  high  admiral  fails  with  four  or  five  men  of  war,  and 
levies  what  money  he  can  on  the  iflands,  and  other  places  on  the  fea,  which  belong 
to  him. 

On  the  height,  to  the  north-weft  of  the  arfenal,  is  a  down  called  the  Okemeidan 
[the  Place  of  Arrows],  where  they  go  to  exercife  with  the  bow  and  arrow  ;  and  there 
are  many  marble  pillars  fet  up  to  ftiew  how  far  feveral  grand  figniors  have  ftiot,  fome 
of  which  are  at  an  incredible  diftance ;  it  is  a  height  which  commands  a  fine  view  of 
the  port,  and  Conftantinople :  there  is  an  open  Turkifli  namafgah,  or  praying  place  on 
it,  where  I  was  informed  they  circumcife  the  Grand  Signior's  children ;  in  this  place  the 
grand  figiiior  reviews  the  army  before  he  goes  out  to  war. 

Water  has  been  brought  to  Conftantinople  at  great  expence,  and  is  very  neceflary  in 
this  country  where  they  drink  it  in  fuch  great  quantities,  and  ufe  fo  much  for  wafliing  and 
bathing  ;  and  the  more  care  has  been  taken,  becaufe  a  want  of  it  would  certainly  caufe 
a  rebellion  in  the  city  ;  for  this  purpofe  they  formerly  made  fo  many  large  cifterns  as 
refervoirs  of  the  water  of  tlie  aqucdud,  in  cafe  it  Ihouid  fail ;  and  the  great  ciftern  under 
faint  Sxiphia  fervcs  for  that  purpofe  at  this  rimcj  tlic  moll  antient  aqueduct  was  built  by 
the  emperors  Valens  and  Valentinian  ;  this  aquedud  isfeen  in  three  places  ;  it  conveys 
water  to  the  city  at  the  diftance  often  miles,  being  brought  for  the  moft  part  from  places 
three  or  four  miles  to  the  fouth-eaft  of  the  village  called  Belgrade.  Thefe  three  parts  of 
the  aquedud  are  called  the  crooked  aquedud,  the  long  aquedud,  and  the  high  aquedud  j 
the  laft  is  nearcft  to  Conftantinople,  and  rocdves  the  water  that  comes  from  the  other 
two,  which  are  different  ftreams  ;  the  crooked  aquedud  is  fo  called,  becaufe  it  makes  a 
turn  before  it  croflTes  the  valley  from  one  hill  to  the  other  ;  this  aquedud  is  executed  in 
a  very  fine  taftc  ;  it  is  a  ruftic  work,  and  confills  of  three  tiers  of  fine  arches  one  over 
another.  The  w  ater  firft  runs  on  a  wall,  and  then  on  twelve  arches,  tor  two  liundred 
and  twenty-one  yards  ;  it  then  turns  and  crofles  the  vale  on  the  three  tiers  of  arches ;  in 
the  loweft  thei-e  are  four  arches,  in  the  middle  ten,  and  there  are  palTages  made  throi  gh 
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the  piers  in  the  length  of  the  aqueduft,  by  which  one  pafles  to  the  other  fide  of  the 
valley ;    in  the  uppermoft  tier  there  are  twcnty-one  arches,  the  feven  or  eight   firfl 
arches  on  each  fide  are  built  on  the  dcfcent  of  the  hill,  two  or  three  on  thefolid  wall, 
and  ten  over  the  middle  arches;    in  the  upper  ftory  alio,   there  are  archesi through 
fifteen  of  the  piers,  in  order  to  pals  the  whole  length  of  the  aqueducft,  as  it  has  been  ob- 
ferved  there  are  through  the  piers  of  the  middle  arches ;  the  aqueduct   being  in  that 
part  about  fix  hundred  and  feventy-two  feet  long,  and  a  hundred  and  feVen  feet  high  : 
it  is  a  very  magnificent  work,  and  the  water  is  conveyed  to  it  from  a  rivulet  that  paifes 
near  Belgrade,  and  muft  be  the  Hydraulis ;  the  water  of  this  river  is   ftoppcd  in  two 
different  places  by  a  wall  built  acrofs,  fo  as  to  make  two  large  lakes,  and  runs  in  chan- 
nels through  the  wall,  which  is  built  to  keep  them  up  :  thefe  feem  to  be  Turldfii  works, 
and  defigred  as  refervoirs  of  water  in  cafe  the  rivulet  fliould  dry  up  in  fummer,  that  they 
might  be  fupplied  by  two  fuch  great  bodies  of  water  to  be  let  out  by  lower  channels  which 
are  in  the  wall,  and  may  be  opened  on  occafion  ;  from  the  laft  of  thefe  the  water  pafles 
to  a  deep  bafon,  into  which   fome  other  n;reams  are  brought,  and  from  that  it  runs 
partly  in  the  channels  made  on  the  fide  of  the  hills,  and  partly  on  arches  over  valleys, 
and  hollows   in  the  hills,  to  the   crooked  aqueduct  already  defcribed,  from  which   it 
runs  on  the  fides  of  the  hills  into  another  bafon,  and  fo  does  the  water  of  the  long 
aqueduct,   and   from  that   bafon  it  goes  in  one  channel  to  the  high  aqueduct.     The 
other,  called  the  Long  Aquedudt,  feems  to   be  a  modern  work,  and,  I  fuppofe,  was 
built  by  Soliman  the  magnificent,  who  is  faid   to  have  repaired  the  other  aqueducls ; 
and  if  it  was,  it  is  a  work  truly  worthy  of  him  ;   and  I  faw  on  it  a  fiiort  Turkilh  infcrip- 
tion  :  it  was  built  as  a  further  fupply  of  water  to  be  conveyed  by  the  high  aqueduS ; 
it  is  two  thoufand  two  hundred  and  twenty-nine  feet  long,  eighty-five  feet  and  a  half 
high,  and  the  wall  is  twelve  feet  thick  ;  it   confifts  of  two  flories  of  arches  one  over 
another  ;  in  the  lower   ftory  there  are   forty-feven  arches,  and  fifty  in  the  upper :  at 
the  firft  defcent,  at  each  end  of  the  hills,  the  water  runs  on  a  long  wall :  other  llreams 
are  brought  to  this  water  by  the  fide  of  the  fouthern  hill,  which  palles  likcwife  on  a  fmall 
number  of  arches  over  the  valleys  that  are  in  the  way.     The  water  of  this  aquedu6t,  as 
obferved,  communicates  with  the  crooked  aqueduft,  and  both  run  to  the  high  aqueduct, 
which  is  a  vaft  maifive  rullic  budding,  by  which  the  water  is  conveyed  over  a  valley  ; 
it  is  above  eight  hundred  and  forty  feet  long,  and  one  hundred  and  twelve  feet  high  j 
it  confifis  of  four   large  arches,  as  many  over  them,  and   three  fi:ories  of  fmall  ones 
between  them,  there  being  nine  arches  in  the  upper  and  lower  flories,  and  fix  in  the 
middle   one.     This   irregularity,    contrary   to   the  manner  of  the   antients,  and    the 
arches  not  being  true,  gives  this  aqueduci  a  very  Gothic  appearance,  though  it  is  a 
work  of  great  expence  and  magnificence,  for  the  walls  are  fifteen  feet  thick ;  and  the 
great  arches  are  above  fifty  feet  wide.     Afcending   by   the  hill   to  one  of  the  fmall 
arches,  there  is  an  arched  pafiagg  froni   it  through   the  wall,  confifting  of  forty-four 
fteps,  which  leads  up  to  the  great  arches  above,  where  there  is  a  paffage  through  the 
piers,  ar,  la  the  crooked  aqueduct,  and  a  defcent  likew  ife  by  flairs  at  the  other  end  : 
from  this  aqueduct  the  water  runs  along  the  fide  of  the  hills,  in  channels  covered  in 
with  flone,  there  being  arches  built  only  in  two  or  three  places.     This  water  formerly 
run  on  thofe  arches  in  the  third  valley  between  the  third  and  fourth  hill :  but  the  eaft 
part  of  that  aqueduct  being  deflroyed,  the  water  is  conveyed  in  channels  on  the  ground 
to  the  feveral  parts  of  the  city.     About  ten  years  ago  a  new  aqueduct  was  built  to 
fiipply  Pera,  Galata,  and  the  neighbouring  villages:  the  water  comes  from  Bauchicui, 
betvv'een  Belgrade   and  Boiyucderry,  and   runs  acrofs  a  valley  there  on^  an  aqueduct 
wliich  confilts  of  a  great  number  of  arches  that  are  very  well  built  5  from  this  valley  it 
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runs  round  the  hills,  and  fomctimcs  under  ground,  and  crofling 'a  low  ground  i>. 
rifes  in  fuch  fquare  pillars  as  have  been  before  defcribed,  in  order  to  keep  the  water 
to  its  height  :  as  it  pafles,  part  of  it  is  conveyed  to  the  villages  on  the  wefl:  fide  of  the 
canal  of  the  Thracian  Bofphorus,  and  coming  near  Pera,  't  rifes  in  the  fame  fort  of 
pillars,  and  runs  into  a  refervoir,  confiding  of  many  little  cells  made  to  contain  the  water, 
and  is  conveyed  from  them  to  the  fcvcral  parts  of  Pera  and  Galata. 

The  point  of  JGalata  oppofite  to  the  feraglio  was  called  Cape.  Metopon.  Befliickfafl; 
is  faid  to  have  been  formerly  called  Jafon,  from  his  touchmg  there  5  at  that  place  thero 
was  a  grove  of  cyprefs  trees,  and  a  temple  of  Apollo.  At  Ortacui  there  was  a  poit 
■called  Clidium  :  and  lower  there  was  a  port  in  which  the  veflelsof  the  Rhodians  ufed  to 
lie,  which,  1  I'uppofe,  is  the  place  where  fliips  now  ride  at  anchor  near-Befhicktafi), 
Vv'hen  they  are  ready  to  fail,  becaufe  it  is  diHicult  to  go  out  of  the  port  with  a  ftrong 
north  wind.  The  cape  at  Cruchidmc  was  in  the  middle  ages  called  Afcmaton.  The  bay 
vhich  had  fbe  name  of  Scala;  was  at  Arnautcui ;  below  it  is  the  cape  of  Kflies ;  further 
there  is  a  laige  bay,  on  which  Badcfu  is  fituatcd  :  tlis  cape  on  which  the  caftle  ftands, 
and  where  the  bridge  is  fuppofed  to  have  been,  was  called  Cape  Mercury.  The  bell 
port  of  the  liofphorus  was  at  the  river  Ornoufdera,  it  is  called  Sarantacopa,  and  by 
Dionyfius  Byzantinus,  i.coflenion.  Under  Thrapia  is  the  rock  Catargo :  here  is  a 
fmall  ri\  c:,  and  the  port  Pharmaias,  which  is  faid  to  be  fo  called,  bcicaufe  Medea  touching 
at  this  place  opened  her  box  of  drugs  there.  The  bay  of  Boiyucdery  was  called  Sinus 
Saromcus  from  an  ahar  there  to  Saron  of  Megara ;  the  point  of  this  bay  to  the  north 
was  called  Amilton  and  Tripition  by  the  Greeks.  The  convent  of  Mavro  Molo  higher 
up  was  dellroyed,  becaufe  it  was  a  place  of  djbauchery  for  failors  and  other  interior 
people.  As  to  the  Cyanean  rock  on  the  Europe  fide;  at  the  foot  of  it  there  is  a. 
white  marble  pillar  broken  into  three  or  four  pieces,  and  a  Corinthian  capital  near  it  j 
the  Ihaft  is  two  feet  in  diameter  ;  above  on  the  rock  is  what  has  been  thought  by  fome 
to  have  been  its  pedeflul  ;  it  is  about  three  feet  in  diameter,  and  has  round  it  four 
fefloons  joined  by  bulls  heads  :  there  are  many  names  on  it,  which  feem  to  have  been 
cut  by  people  that  came  there.  The  name  of  Auguftus,  mentioned  by  fome  authors, 
I  fuppoie,  is  SKBASTVS,  which  is  cut  on  the  (lone  in  Roman  characlers,  much  better 
than  the  other,  and  very  near  to  the  bale  of  the  pcdeftal :  this  is  more  juflly  thought 
to  be  an  altar  to  Apollo,  which  the  Romans  placed  on  this  rock  ;  though  from  the 
lioles  for  irons  l^oth  above  and  below,  it  feems  as  if  fome  other  Hones  were  fixed  to 
it,  which  wuuld  rather  incline  one  to  conclude  that  it  was  the  pedellal  of  a  pillar. 
On  the  continent  near  this  ifland  is  the  light  houfe  of  Europe,  which  is  a  high  tower. 
Going  along  the  coalt  of  the  Euxine  fea  in  Thrace  towards  the  weft,  the  lirfl:  place 
meritioneil  is  Phinopolis,  which  feems  to  be  the  court  of  Phineus,  from  which  tlie  ^Ar- 
gonauts went  (after  they  had  been  (lopped  by  contrary  winds)  to  the  Afia  fide,  and 
facrificed  to  the  twelve  gods  :  it  is  pofliblc  this  place  put  in  the 'I'ables  was  c  •  the  well 
fide  of  that  broad  cape,  which  is  about  two  leagues  to  the  welt  of  the  cape  at  the 
entrance  of  the  Bofphorus,  where  I  faw  a  fquare  tower  on  the  height  with  fome  anticr.t 
(tones  in  it.  I  obfcrved  here  in  the  fea  clifts  a  layer  of  earth  about  three  feet  thicl , 
which  appears  like  planks  of  timber  burnt  to  a  coal.  About  eighteen  miles  to  the 
wed  of  this  tower  was  Philea,  or  Phr)gia  on  the  Palus  Phileatina ;  this  place  is  about 
the  fame  dift.ince  alfo  from  Belgrade  :  what  is  calfed  the  lake  is  a  fori  of  gulph  that 
Winds  into  ttic  land,  and  there  are  fome  rivulets  that  run  into  it ;  as  well  as  1  could 
learn  there  is  a  bank  of  fimd  before  the  mouth  of  it,  which  is  covered  with  water  in 
winter,  and  when  the  wind  blows  (trong  from  thf  north  ;  there  is  now  a  fmall  port  on 
the  outfide  of  it.     The  town  was  vi\  a  pcninlula  at  the  eafl  end  of  the  gulph,  on  very 
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high  ground  to  the  weft  and  north,  having  a  gentle  defcent  to  the  fouth  ;  on  the  eaft 
fide  it  was  defended  with  a  wall,  a  great  part  of  which  is  llill  remaining,  and  is  called 
by  the  Turks  Dourkous,  town  and  lake ;  if  there  had  been  a  good  entrance  for  Ihipping, 
this  town,  which  is  not  a  niile  in  circumference,  would  have  been  very  finely  fuuated 
for  trade.  HalmedyflTus  or  Salmedyflfus  is  faid  to  have  been  forty  miles  further  ;  they 
informed  me  of  a  port 'twenty  miles  off",  which,  if  I  miflake  not,  is  called  Aiade  ;  it  is 
well  frequented,  and  probably  is  the  antient  Halmedyflus,  though  ther^  feems  to  be  a 
miftake  in  the  diRancc.  I  was  informed  that  there  are  fome  ruins  there,  efpecially  of 
the  wall  that  was  built  by  the  emperor  Anaflafius  acrofs  the  neck  of  the  peninfula  to 
Sclivr^,  the  old  Sclymbria.  I  was  informed  that  this  place  is  about  thirty-fix  miles  ' 
from  Selivre,  and  as  far  from  Condantinople,  All  tlic  country  this  way  is  a  veiy  rich 
foil,  and  abounds  with  wood ;  and  the  village  of  Belgrade  is  fuuated  in  a  wood  ;  the 
Englifli,  Swedilh,  and  Dutch  Ambafladors  refide  there  in  fummer,  where  they  have 
cool  fliady  walks  in  the  woods  by  the  two  large  bafons  of  water  which  are  to  fupply  the 
aquedutt. 

Chap.  IH.  —  Of  Selivret,  and  Adriample. 

I  SET  out  with  the  caravan  from  Conflantinople  for  Adrianople,  on  the  feventh  of 
July  in  the  afternoon  ;  the  road  is  to  the  fouth  weft,  througii  an  open  fertile  coun- 
try, which  is  uneven  as  far  as  Selivree  :  it  is  to  be  obferved  that  the  prefent  road  to 
Adrianople  goes  out  at  the  Selivree  gate  ;  and  that  the  Adrianople  gate  is  at  a  confider- 
able  diftance  from  it  to  the  weft ;  through  which,  doubtlefs,  the  antient  road  to  Adria- 
nople went,  though  it  is  now  difufed,  probably  becaufe  it  is  a  more  uneven  country. 
Near  a  league  from  Conftantinople,  to  the  left  of  the  road,  there  it  a  large  building 
called  Bayreut-Han  [The  Powder  Houfe],  where  all  the  powder  is  made  for  the  ufe  of 
Conflantinople,  and  the  places  on  the  Black  Sea  ;  and  the  fhips  take  it  in  there.  Five 
miles  from  Conftantinople  there  is  a  fmall  town  called  [The  Little  Bridge],  from  a 
bridge  there  near  the  fea,  over  the  outlet  of  a  lake  ;  as  well  as  I  could  learn,  the  lake 
receives  a  fmall  river  into  it,  which  probably  is  the  Bathenius  of  Ptolemy.  We  flopped 
here  for  about  two  hours,  and  then  travelled  aimoft  three  hours  till  midnight,  and  lay 
in  a  meadow  near  the  road.  On  the  eighth  we  went  feven  miles  to  a  town  called 
The  Great  Bridge,  where  there  is  a  large  bridge  over  the  mouth  of  another  lake,  into 
which  probably  the  river  Athyra  of  Ptolemy  falls.  Ten  miles  further  is  a  village  on 
the  fea  called  Camourgat ;  and  near  a  league  beyond  it  there  is  a  fmall  town  called 
,  Pevadofe,  fituated  on  a  rocky  eminence  over  the  fea.  Twelve  miles  beyond  this 
we  arrived  at  Selivree,  the  Selymbria  of  Ptolemy,  fituated  very  near  the  fea  to  the  wefl 
of  the  old  city,  the  w'alls  of  which  are  entire,  and  ftand  on  a  fmall  eminence  ;  the  old 
and  new  town  together  are  about  a  mile  in  circumference ;  it  is  probable  that  the  wall 
formerly  mentioned  went  acrofs  from  the  old  town  to  the  Black  Sea.  The  Greeks 
and  Armenians  have  each  an  old  church  adorned  vnih.  Mofaic  of  the  middle  ages ; 
about  one  of  them  I  faw  a  relief  of  a  man,  with  a  pole  or  fpear  in  one  hand,  and  in 
the  other  a  long  fliield  that  refted  on  the  ground.  The  old  town  is  thinly  inhabited  ; 
the  prefent  city,  which  !s  a  poor  place,  is  to  the  wefl  of  it,  and  is  chiefly  fubfifled  by 
being  a  great  thoroughfare.  I  pafTed  the  day  at  Selivree  in  the  kane,  and  in  feeing  the 
antiquities,  and  fet  forward  in  the  evening  ;  going  out  of  the  town  we  faw  a  party  of 
Tartars  with  their  bows  flung  about  their  bodies.  From  Selivree  the  remainder  of  the 
way  to  Adrianople  \vas  near  wefl,  and  in  ten  miles  we  came  to  a  fmall  town  called 

4  Keliclee 


IN    THE    EAST.  733 

Kelidee  which  might  be  Melamias  of  the  Itinerary,  faid  to  be  at  the  river  Athyras  *  : 
we  lay  in  the  fields  about  a  mile  further,  and  on  the  ninth  travelled  five  miles  to 
Chourley,  which  feems  to  be  Izhrallon  of  the  Itinerary,  which  is  mentioned  as  eighteen 
miles  from  Heracloa  in  the  way  to  Adriaiiople  :  both  the  Greeks  and  Armenians  have 
a  church  here,  and  I  faw  an  infcription  in  the  Armenian  church-yard,  which  makes 
mention  of  a  Perinthian,  and  probably  this  place  was  in  tiic  diflrift  of  Perinthus,  called 
afterwards  Ileraclea,  and  at  prefent  Heraclee.  I  faw  alfo  about  the  town  feveral  marble 
covers  of  coffins,  and  ruins  of  a  wall  built  with  brick  and  flone,  which  feem  to  be 
the  remains  of  an  antient  enclofure.  The  fituation  of  Chourley  is  very  beautiful,  on  a 
rifing  ground,  commanding  a  view  as  hr  as  the  fea,  and  is  computed  to  be.  five 
hours  from  Heraclee,  and  four  from  Rodofto  ;  we  Itaid  here  till  the  evening,  and 
went  about  two  hours  further,  and  lay  in  the  fields  near  a  village  called  Bola\'anna  ; 
on  the  tenth  we  went  about  two  hours  to  a  town  called  Borgas,  which  from  the 
name,  as  well  as  fituation,  feemis  to  be  the  antient  Bergulas  :  we  travelled  in  the  even- 
ing eight  miles  further  to  Baba,  where  there  is  a  beautiful  large  Turkiih  bridge  over  a 
fniall  river,  a  fine  mofque,  and  an  old  church  entire,  built  of  brick ;  this  may  be  Bur- 
tudizum.  We  went  eight  miles  further,  and  lay  in  the  open  air ;  on  the  eleventh  we 
travelled  four  miles  to  Hapfa,  which  is  eight  from  Adrianople,  and  feems  to  be 
Oftudizum. 

Adrianople  w^s  firft  called  Oreftes,  and  had  its  prefent  name  from  the  improvements 
made  in  it  by  the  emperor  Adrian  ;  the  Turks  call  it  Edrinch  ;  the  town  is  fituated  on 
a  rifing  ground,  and  on  the  plain  at  the  foot  of  it :  the  antient  city  feems  to  have  been 
on  the  plain,  where  great  part  of  the  walls  remain,  though  they  feem  to  be  of  the 
middle  ages,  and  there  are  many  infcriptions  which  make  mention  of  the  later  Greek 
emperors  who  repaired  them.  The  river  Mcritcheh,  which  below  Is  the  antient  Heber, 
runs  to  the  fouth  ot  the  town,  and  is  joined  by  two  other  rivers  a  little  lower,  one  of 
which,  called  the  Ardah,  is  navigable  from  Philopopoli  by  floats,  and  mult  be  the  Heber 
above  the  conflux  ;  the  other  is  called  the  Tounfah.  The  INIeritcheh  is  a  fine  river  When 
it  is  joined  by  the  other  two,  and  is  navigable  down  to  Enos,  a  town  at  the  mouth  of 
the  river  v»!iich  retains  its  old  name  ;  but  as  there  are  fome  (hallows  in  the  river,  tliey 
do  not  navigate  it  in  the  fummer  months.  Adrianople  is  ver\'  delightfully  fituated,  in  ii, 
beautiful  plain,  watered  by  three  rivers  -,  the  fhops  which  are  well  built  and  furnillied, 
and  the  kanes  are  within  the  city  walls,  but  moH:  of  the  people  live  on  the  licighc 
over  tiie  old  city,  which  is  a  more  advantageous  fituation,  where  moil  of  the  houfes 
have  their  gardens,  and  enjoy  a  very  fine  profped  ;  they  have  two  or  three  beautiful 
mofqucs  on  the  outfide  of  the  city  •,  the  largefl;  may  vie  with  the  bell  in  Conflantinople, 
and  is  built  in  a  good  tafte.  There  are  two  mofques  in  the  city  which  were  churches ; 
and  there  arc  two  large  verd  antique  pillars  in  the  portico  of  one  of  them.  This  is  one 
of  the  four  royal  cities  in  which  the  grand  figniors  have  made  their  refidence ;  the 
feraglio  is  to  tiie  well  of  the  town,  and  of  the  river  Meritcheh,  which  nms  both  on 
the  well  and  fouth  fides  of  the  city  ;  it  is  built  on  a  fine  plain  fpot,  and  there  is  a 
large  meadow  towards  the  river  planted  with  trees;  befides  the  principal  building  for 
the  grand  Cgnior,  which  did  not  feem  to  be  large,  there  are  many  little  houfes  in  the 

•  The  port  at  thf  mniitli  of  the  river  Athyra*  wns  cnllcJ  Navale  ^^clantinctlm.  Tliis  jilnco  nss  in 
the  road  to  Cunllunliiioplc  from  Hcraclea,  and  was  twouty-niiic  miles  from  tlic  former,  protably  by  .t 
fliort  way  acrofi  the  country  :  bctwi'tn  it  and  Hi-railia  was  Ciononhrurion,  \>  hich  is  faid  to  be  Irftwven 
Sclymbria  ar.d  the  river  Alliyras  ;  but  as  Heradra  is  but  fviiirttt-u  miles  from  Sclivrec,  the  diilaiices  oi. 
tliofc  two  places  from  Hcrucka  i)  much  too  great.  Ccinoplirurion  ought  to  be  coirtded  to  fo.irleeii, 
aitd  Melantiada  tu  tlurteea. 

[gardens 
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gardens  for  the  ladles,  and  in  other  parts  for  the  great  officers  ;  and  as  they  are  low, 
it  has  the  appearance  of  a  Carthufiaa  cloyiter.  Nobody  is  permitted  to  enter  tiiis 
feraglio  without  a  particular  order  from  Conftaatiiiople.  The  Bo!tanT[ce-bafha\v  refides 
in  one  part  of  it,  to  whom  moll  of  tiie  country  belongs  as  far  as  Philopopoli,  and  a 
great  territory  round  about  it,  of  wliicb  he  is  the  governor;  and  he  is  not  fubJL'cl 
to  the  Boftangee-baliaw  at  Conflantinople.  On  the  hill  to  the  weft  of  the  feraglio 
there  is  a  larg"  fummer-houfe  which  beltmgs  to  the  grand  fignior,  from  which  there  is 
a  fine  profpe£t  o^'  the  city,  ar.d  all  the  country  round. 

The  city  is  governed  by  the  janitzer  aga ;  it  is  a  place  of  great  trade,  fupplviug 
all  the  country  with  goods  brought  by  iaiid  from  Conib.ntinople,  and  from  Smyrna, 
and  other  j  ar  :  by  fca,  and  up  the  river  ;,they  have  a  great  plenty  of  all  forts  oi 
provifions  ;  they ^  alio  make  filk,  which  is  chiefly  ufed  for  their  own  manufactures. 
The  wine  of  this  place,  which  is  moflly  red,  is  very  ftrong  and  well-flavoured,  and 
they  have  all  forts  of  fruits  in  great  perleclion  :  tlie  Greeks  have  an  archbifhop  here. 
There  is  a  village  called  Demerlata,  about  a  league  to  the  I'outh-weft  of  the  town, 
wliere  Charles  the  twelfth,  king  of  Sweden,  rellded  fome  years,  till  he  was  removtd 
to  Demotica,  as  it  is  imagined,  by  the  infligation  of  his  enemies,  who,  it  is  Hiid,  thought 
that  this  place  was  too  near  the  great  road.  The  French  have  two  or  three  houfes 
here,  and  a  conful :  the  Englifh  alfo  have  a  perfon  with  confular  power  to  act  for 
them,  though  they  have  little  bufmefs  ;  but  formerly  when  there  was  war  with  the 
emperor  they  had  their  factors  here,  and  fold  a  confiderable  quantity  of  cloth,  tin, 
and  lead.  When  I  was  at  Adrianople  I  faw  the  entrance  of  an  ambailador  extraor- 
dinary from  the  emperor,  on  the  conclulion  of  the  peace. 

"Chap.JV.  —  Of  Demotica,  Rodojlo,  and  GalUpoli. 

"WE  left  Adrianople  on  the  feventeeth,  travelled  fouth wards,  and  paffed  through  a 
Tillage  called  Ahercui,  where  there  is  a  large  kane  for  the  grand  fignior's  camels, 
which  are  bred  in  that  country :  we  went  in  between  the  hills,  and  arrived  at  De- 
motica on  a  fmall  river  called  Kefeldele-fu,  which  falls  into  the  Meritcheh  about  a 
mile  to  the  north-eafl ;  it  is  near  twelve  miles  from  Adrianople  :  the  prefent  town 
is  chiefly  on  the  north  and  eafl  fide  of  the  hill,  where  the  antient  town  was  likewife 
fuuated,  which  is  fuppofed  to  be  Dyme  ;  there  are  remains  of  the  walls  of  a  caltle, 
and  of  feveral  ardficial  grottos  :  the  Chriflians  live  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  hill,  and 
have  two  churches,  Charles  the  twelfth,  of  Sweden,  lived  at  this  place  for  fome 
time:  I  was  informed  that  he  commonly  rode  out  every  afternoon,  and  that  ibme  few 
of  his  followers,  who  were  given  to  gallantry,  were  obliged  to  be  very  fecret  in  thofe 
affairs,  the  king  having  been  always  very  remarkable  for  the  flricteft  chaftity  ;  drog- 
germen  and  people  of  great  confideration  x)ften  came  to  him.  I  fliould  conjecliure  that 
Plo'tifiopolis  was  higher  up  the  river  on  which  Demotica  Hands,  as  Trajaaopolis  was 
twenty-two  miles  from  it  in  the  way  to  the  city  of  Hcraclea.  The  hdls  th^it  run  alung 
from  the  fouth-weft  to  the  north-eaO;  near  ^idrianople  feem  to  be  mount  Rhodope. 
Between  Adrianople  and  Plotinopoiis,  tbere  was  a  place  called  Nica:a,  where  it  is  laid 
the  Arians  drev/  up  a  confeihon  of  faith  in  order  to  impofe  on  the  world,  the  place 
bring  of  the,  fame  name  as  the  city  where  the  famous  council  was  held.  On  the 
eignteentn  we  went  a  mile  to  the  north-ealt  to  the  river  Meritcheh,  which  is  here 
very  rapid ;  we  croiTed  it  on  a  flat  bottomed  beat,  and  travelled  feven  ri'les  near  eaft 
through  a  v  ry  fine  country  to  Ouzoun-Kupri  [The  Long  Bridge],  a  town  fo  called 
from  a  bnu-e  built  acrofs  the  plain,  and  over  the  fmall  river  Erganeh  to  the  weil 

of 
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of  the  town,  which  overflows  the  plain  in  winter,  being  near  half  a  mile  long,  and  con- 
fifts  of  u  hundred  ana  il.venty  arches;  it  is  built  of  hewn    (lone,  and  is   a  very  great 
work.     If  Dyme  was  betvveen  Plotinopolis  and  Trajanopolis,  this  would  be  the  mod 
hkely  place  for  the  latter  ;  at  prcfent  it  is  only  a  fmall  town,  havhig  very  few  Chriftians 
in  it,  and  no  church.     We  went  fixteen  miles  further  to  the  eaft  to  another  fmall  town 
called  Jeribol,  which  fcems  to  be  a  corruption  from  Hierapolis ;  this  poflibly  might  be 
Apris,  where  the  roads  from   Trajanople  to  Heraclea  and  Gallipoli   feem   to   have 
parted  ;  we  lay  at  this  place,  and  on  the  nineteenth  went  eight  hours  to  Rodoflio.     The 
whole  country  of  Thrace  I  pafled  through  from  Conftantinople  is  an  exceeding  rich 
foil,  which  produces  in  the  downs   the  greateft  plenty  of  herbage  I  ever  faw  in  places 
entirely   unimproved,  and  a   great   quantity   of  excellent  corn,  and  alio  fome  flax  j 
the   country  is   mo'tly  uneven,  and  has   very   little  wood   in  it ;    fo  that   the   an- 
tients,  who  fay  Thrace  is  a  barren  country,  except   near  the    fea,  were  very    much 
midaken.     Rodofto  is   the  old   Bifanthe,  afterwards    called    Rhedeflus,    and  in   the 
Itinerary    Refifton  ;  it  is   fituated  in  a  very  large  bay  on  the  fea,  and   up  the  fide 
of  the    hills,    the    town  being   near   a  mile  in   length ;    it    is   chiefly   inhabited   by 
Turks,    though   there  are   feveral   Greek   and  Armenian   families  in  the  town ;   the 
latter  have  one  church  and  the  Greeks  five,  and  their  archbifliop  of  Heraclea  has 
a  houfe  here  ;    they  make  exceeding  good  wine,   and   it  is  a  place  of  great  export 
of  corn  for  Conftantinople.     The  late  princes  Ragotfki  refided  in  this  town,  in  a  palace 
where  feveral  of  their  adherents  now  live,  ar>d  receive  their  penfions  from  the  porte. 
To  the  north-eaft  is  Heraclea  the  old  Perinthus,  about  the  point  that  makes  this  great 
bay  to  the  north.     When  I   arrived   at   this  place  I  paid  off  my  janizary,  and  the  next 
day  he  came  and  faid  he  was  not  fatisfied,  that  he  expefted  to  have  been  longer  with 
me,  and  if  I  would  not  give  him  more  he  would  oblige  the  conful  at  Adrianople  to  pay 
him,  and  at  lai'l  threatened  me  with  the  mequime  or  court  of  juflice ;  but  as  he  could 
not  intimidate  me,  I  iieard    no  more  of  him  ;     and  on  the  twentieth  embarked  for 
Gallipoli,  where  I   arriveil    on  the  twenty-firft.     I'his  is  the  antient  Callipolis,  finely 
fituated  at  the  northern    entrance  of  the  Hcllefpont  on  rifing  grounds,  and  on  the 
fouth    fide  of    therit,    fo    that    it    makes    no    appearance    comuig    to    it    from    the 
north.,     Lampfacus  is   on   th'*    other    fide    in   Alia,   about    a  league  further  to  the 
fouth  ;   a  village  called    Shardr.ck,  being   directly  oppofits:    to    Gallipoli  ;    this  city, 
though  it  is  three  railed  in   circumference,  is  but  a  poor   place,  and  has  very  little 
trade.     The  upper  parts  of  the  town,  where  the  pi  ople  chiefly  live,  are  pleafant,  and 
the  houfes  have  gardens  to  them  ;  the  (hops  are  in  the  lower  part  of  the  touni.     There 
is  a  little  rivulet  to  the  weft  of  the  city,  and  to  the  fouth  a  finall  .enclofcd  port,  and 
a  fine  bafon  within  the  walls  which  is  not  now  ufed  ;  the  old  ruined   caflle  is  above 
it  to  the  north.     To  the   eaft  of  the  port  there  are  about  twenty  ruined  houfes,  vviiich 
were  t)uilt  along  the  fhore  for  the  reception  of  gallies,  probably  during  the  time  of  the 
Greek  emperors.     Ncir  a  fmall   bay  to  the  north  of  the  city,  and  on  the  Propontis, 
there  is  a  line  powder  houfe,  where  all  the  lliips   of  the  grand   figiiior  take  in  their 
powder  that  go  out  into  the  Mediterranean.     There  are  about  three  hundred  Greek 
families  here,  they  have  two  churches,  at  one  of  which  the  archbiihop  of  Heraclea  has 
a  houfe,  in  which  his   fuflVagan  bifliop  refides ;  there  are  fome  families  ot  Jews  here.  - 
As  pallengcrs  often  flop  at  this  port  in  their  way  between  Smyrna  and  Conftantinople, 
and  other  parts,  fo  the  plague  is  frequently  brought  to  this  city.     About  two  leagues 
to  tlie  north  ofGsllipoli  is  thenarrowell  part  or  neck  of  this  peninfula,  wliich  was  com- 
puted to  be  about  five  miles  broad  ;  there  were  three  towns  on  it,  one  to  the  wed  called 
Cardia  on  the  bay  Melanis,  which  makes  the  peninfida  j    one  in  the  midcHe  called 

Lyfimachia, 
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Lyfimachia,  which  Is  thought  to  bo  a  large  village  on  the  height  called  Boulalycre ; 

it  was  built  by  Lyfimachus,  who  dclhoyed  Cardia,  and  was  afterwards  demoUflied  by 

the  Thracians,  and  rebuilt  by  Antiochus  :  the  third  town  was  Padye  to  the  eaft,  which 

might  be  either  in  a  fhallow  bay  rather  to  the  fouth-eaft  and  by  eaft  of  Boulaiyere,  or 

on  a  little  bay,  fomething  more  to  the  north  than  that  village,  where  a  fmall  rivulet 

falls  into  the  fea.     There  was   a  wall  acrofs  this  neck  of  land,  and   a  town  near  it, 

which  on  this  account   was   called  in  the  Greek  language  Macrontychon  [the  Long 

Wall].     Going  to  the  fouih,  a  hi  tie  north  of  the  narrow  p;;fl"age,  where,  I  fuppofe, 

Seftus  and  Abydus  were  fituatcd,  there  is  a  ruin  of  an  old  caiile  or  town  on  the 

h-^ight,  about  half  a  mile  from  the  fea ;  it  is  called  Acbafli,  and  is  the  abode    of  a 

<3e  vifhe ;  tliis   probably    V\-as   -55!gos,   where    the  Athenians  loll    their  liberty,  being 

defeated  by  the  LaceuKmonians,  and  that  the  rather,  becaufe  by  the  bed  information 

that  I  could  get,  there  is  a  rivulet  there  as  there  was  at  iEgos,  which  went  by  the  fame 

name,  and  was  to  the  fouth  of  the  fuppofed  Sl-IIus,  which  1  imagine  was  not  where  the 

caiile  now  is,  for  reafons  I  have  already  mentioned  ;    there  is  a  deep  bay  here,  at  the 

•  bottom  of  which    is   a  large  village   called  Maydos  ;  this  probably  is  the  port  Ccelus 

[[KorAoj],  which   might  have   its    name  from  the  great   hollow  or  bay  ;  and  it  is  def- 

cribed  as  fouth  of  Seltus.     At  this  port  the  Athenians  beat  the  Lacedasmonians  by  fea, 

and  ereded  a  trophy  at  Cynoflema,  or  the  tomb  of  Hecuba,  which  I  fuppofe  to  have 

been  the  prefent  European  callle,  commonly  thought  to  be  Seftus,  being  a  high  point 

of  land  to  the  fouth  of  that  port,  and  fo  very  proper  for  the  ereftion  of  a  trophy,  on 

account  of  a  victory  gained  in  that  harbour.     Cynofema  alfo  is  mentioned  as  oppofite 

to  the  river  Rodius,  which  feems  to  be  the  river  at  the  caftle  over  againfl;  it  on  the 

Afia  fide.     Alopeconefus  was  at  the  weftern  cape  of  the  fouth  end  of  the  peninfula  ; 

the  eaftern  cape  was  called   Maftufia,  where  the  outer  caftle  of  Europe 'is  iituated,  in 

which  a  paftia  always  refides.     To  the  north  of  it  is  a  little  bay,  and    a  fine  fpot  of 

ground,  which  probably  was  the  fiteof  Eleus;  the  tower  or  fepulchre  of  Protefilaus  is 

mentioned  near  it,  as  well  as  a  fmall  temple  to  him. 

Chap.  V,  —  Of  Mount  Athos. 

WE  embarked  at  Lemnos,  and  landed  at  Monte  Santo,  as  it  Is  called  by  the 
Europeans,  on  the  eighth  of  September  ;  it  is  the  antient  mount  Athos  in  Macedonia, 
now  called  both  by  Greeks  and  Turks,  Haion  Horos  [The  Holy  Mountain]  by  reafon 
that  there  are  fo  many  convents  on  it ;  to  which  the  whole  mountain  belongs ;  it  is 
a  promontory  which  extends  almoft  direftly  from  north  to  fouth,  being  joined  to 
the  continent  by  a  neck  of  land  about  a  mile  wide,  through  which  fome  hiftorians 
fay  Xerxes  cut  a  channel,  in  order  to  carry  his  army  a  fhort  way  by  water,  from  one 
bay  to  the  other ;  which  feems  very  improbable  ;  nor  did  I  fee  any  fign  of  fuch  a 
work  :  the  bay  of  Contefta  to  the  north  of  this  neck  of  land  was  called  by  the  antients 
Strymonicus ;  to  the  fouth  is  the  bay  of  Monte  Santo,  antiently  called  Singiticus, 
and  by  the  Greeks  at  thivS  day  Amouliane,  from  an  ifland  of  that  name  at  the  bottom 
of  it,  between  which  and  the  gulph  of  Salonica  is  the  bay  of  Haia-Mamma,  called  by 
the  antients  Toronaeus.  The  northern  cape  of  this  promontory  is  called  cape  Laura, 
and  is  the  promontory  Nymphacum  of  the  antients  ;  and  the  cape  of  Monte  Sa'nto 
feems  to  be  the  promontory  Acrathos  :  over  the  former  is  the  higheft  fummit  of  mount 
Athos  ;  all  the  other  parts  of  it,  though  hilly,  being  low  in  comparifon  of  it ;  it  is  a 
very  fteep  rocky  height  covered  with  pine  trees ;  if  we  fuppofe  the  perpendicular 
height  of  it  to  be  four  miles  from  the  fea,  though  I  think  it  cannot  be  fo  much,  it 
*  _      .        may 
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may  beeafily  computed  if  its  fliadou  could  reach  to  Lemnos,  which  they  fay,  is  eighty 
miles  diftant,  thouj^h  I  believe  it  is  not  above  twenty  leagues. 

There  are  on  Monto  Santo  twenty  convents,  ten  on  the  north  fide,  and  ten  on  the 
fouth,  mod  of  them  near  the  fea,  there  betiig  only  two  on  the  eaft  fide,  and  three 
on  the  weft,  that  are  above  a  mile  from  the  water,  the  cape  itfelf  not  being  above 
two  leagues  wide.  Many  of  thefe  convents  are  very  poor ;  ibme  indeed  have 
eftates  abroad,  and  moft  of  them  fend  out  priefts  to  colled  charity,  and  the  perfon 
who  returns  with  the  greateft  fum  of  money  is  commonly  made  goumenos  or  abbot, 
till  anoriier  brings  in  a  greater.  They  pay  a  certiiin  price  for  their  lands,  and  a  boftangi 
refides  in  their  town  to  receive  it,  and  to  protect  them  againft  injuries  ;  every  convent 
alfo  pays  a  poll  tax  for  a  certain  number.  It  is  thought  that  they  are  obliged  to  give 
lodging  and  provifions  to  all  comers  ;  but  where  perfons  are  able  they  always  expect 
charity ;  no  female  animal,  except  thofc  that  are  wild,  is  permitted  on  this  mount. 
Their  manner  of  living  is  much  the  fame  as  that  of  mount  Sinai ;  they  never  eat 
meat.  The  priefts  and  waiters,  when  in  their  refe£tory,  wear  the  hood  on  their  heads, 
and  a  long  black,  cloak;  and  a  perfon  from  a  pulpit  reads  fome  book  in  the  vulgar 
Greek  all  the  time  they  eat.  In  every  convent  they  have  many  chapels  adjoining  to 
their  rooms,  probably  fitted  up  by  particular  perfons,  out  of  their  devotion  to  fome 
faint  ;  there  are  alfo  houfes  with  chapels  to  them  all  over  the  lands  of  the  convents  ; 
which  they  call  Kellia,  and  might  formerly  be  the  cells  of  hermits,  but  are  now  in- 
habited only  by  a  caloyer  or  two,  who  take  care  of  the  gardens  or  vineyards  adjoining  : 
thofe  houffS  which  are  on  their  eftates  at  a  diitance  from  the  convents  they  call 
Metokia.  Befides  their  lay  caloyers,  they  have  alfo  hired  fervants  to  labour,  called 
Men  of  the  world  ^Ko(r/i*ixoi'J.  They  have  no  manner  of  learning  among  them,  nor 
do  they  fo  much  as  teach  the  antient  Greek,  though  I  was  informed  they  did  ;  fo  that 
ihe  priefts  lead  very  idle  unprofitable  lives:  and  confidering  them  in  a  political  view, 
any  one  would  think  that  two  or  three  thoufand  perfons  would  be  much  better  em- 
ployed in  the  world  in  propagating  the  Chriftian  race  in  a  country  where  the  number  is 
daily  diminifliing  ;  fo  that  in  this  refped  it  is  the  policy  of  the  Turks  to  encourage  this 
life.  Some  of  their  convents  have  been  founded  b\  piinces  of  Bulgaria,  Servia,  and 
Walachia,  and  are  •filled  with  people  of  thofe  countries;  and  thefe  prielt?  are  fo  extremely 
ignorant,  that  they  can  neither  talk  nor  read  the  vulgar  Greek.  The  convents  are 
built  round  a  court  with  a  church  in  the  middle ;  lour  of  them  on  the  eaft  fide 
are  the  largeft  and  richeft,  and  of  them  Laura  is  the  chief,  and  has  the  greateft 
intcreft  and  command  over  the  reft,  and  the  monks  of  it  are  efteemed  the  moft 
pohfhed,  as  well  as  the  moft  politic;  Iverone  and  Vatopede  are  the  moft  beautiful 
both  in  their  building  ind  fituation  on  the  water  ;  the  fourth  is  Calandari :  four 
or  five  convents  on  the  weft  fide  are  very  curioufly  fituated,  being  built  on  high  rocks 
over  the  water. 

When  I  landed  I  went  firft  to  the  convent  of  Laura,  where  Neophytus.  archbiftiop 
of  Naupadus  and  Larta  refided  ;  he  had  refigned  his  archhifliopric  above  twenty 
years.  I  was  conducted  to  their  refectory  to  fee  them  dine,  and  to  the  archbilhop's 
apartment,  at  whofe  tabic  I  always  eat.  The  marble  font  in  the  churcli  feeined  to  be 
an  antient  vafe.  On  the  ninth,  I  went  to  vilit  the  monafteries  on  the  north  fide  of 
the  hill,  and  in  four  hours  came  to  the  poor  convent  of  Caracallo,  where  we  took  fome 
reirelhment,  and  in  an  hour  more  came  to  the  convent  Philotheo,  which  1  viewed,  and 
went  on  to  the  monaftery  of  Iveront-,  which  is  delightfully  fituated  on  a  flat  fpotnear 
the  lea  in  the  middle  of  beautiful  meadows  ;  it  is  a  large  convent, where  I  was  very  civilly 
entertained,  prclVed  much  to  flay,  and  faw  an  old  bifliop  of  Lemnos,  who  had  refigned, 
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and  an  archimandrite  of  Mufcovy,  who  had  travelled  in  that  country.  I  then  went  by 
water  an  hour  to  the  north  to  the  poor  convent  Stravro  Niketa,  where  I  was  very  civilly 
entertained  by  the  archbifliop  of  Philippi  and  Dranie,  who  had  refigned  ;  he  con- 
ducted me  to  the  orangery,  and  prefcnted  me  with  a  bough  loaded  with  lemons. 
Aged  prelates  often  refign  their  bifhopricks,  and  come  to  thefe  convents,  in  order  to 
end  their  days  in  a  quiet  retirement.  I  went  by  water  an  hour  further  to  the 
convent  Pantocratori,  where  I  lay  ;  the  abbot  had  travelled  in  Spain,  Italy,  and  Ger- 
many, and  talked  Italian.  This  convent  was  founded  by  John  prince  of  Wallachia, 
who  with  fome  of  his  family  arc  buried  in  it.  I  here  law  a  hermit  at  fome  diftance  in 
a  wood  ;  he  lived  in  a  hut  almod  inacceilible,  by  reafon  of  the  briars ;  they  faid,  he 
was  a  hundred  years  old,  and  had  lived  there  forty  years  ;  he  had  no  chapel,  not  being 
obliged  either  to  attend  the  facranient,  or  to  adminiilcr  it,  or  perform  any  offices  of  the 
church  ;  he  had  nothing  on  but  a  coarfe  coat  and  trowfers,  without  a  Ihirt.  On  the 
tenth,  we  rowed  to  the  large  convent  of  Vatopede,  where  I  received  great  civilities  ; 
and  they  fent  to  my  boat  prefents  of  fruit  and  other  things.  We  went  two  hours  to 
the  north  to  the  convent  of  faint  Simenus,  built  by  Pelifena  daughter  of  Arcadius. 
We  here  mounted  on  mules,  and  went  half  an  hour  through  pleafimt  fields  to  Kilan- 
darl  convent,  which  is  one  of  the  four  great  ones,  and  was  founded  for  Servians,  by 
Stephen  king  of  Servia  ;  the  monks  feemcd  to  be  very  ignorant,  and  I  was  but  very 
indilferently  accommodated.  On  the  eleventh,  we  went  t\vo  hours  up  the  hills  to  the 
fouth  to  the  convent  Zographo ;  they  fay,  it  was  founded  by  a  nephew  of  Juftinian 
for  Bulgarians  :  it  is  two  miles  both  from  the  convents  Caftamoneto  and  Dokiario  ;  we 
went  to  the  fea  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  cape,  and  arrived  at  Dokiario  convent ;  we 
afterwards  failed  a  mile  to  the  poor  convent  of  St.  George  Zenopho  ;  and  tailed  a  fait 
water  in  the  way,  which  is  foft  and  purges  ;  we  then  vs'ent  by  water  to  Slmopetra  con- 
vent, and  afterwards  to  St.  Grcgorio  and  St.  John  Dionyfius,  where  we  lay.  On  the 
twelfth,  we  went  by  water  to  the  monaftery  of  St.  Paul,  from  which  we  rid  two  miles 
round  the  hills  over  the  fea  to  the  hermitages  of  St.  Anne,  near  the  nioft  fouthern 
extremity  of  the  cape ;  they  confift  of  about  forty  houles,  inhabited  by  near  a  hun- 
dred hermits  :  they  are  fituated  in  a  femicircular  hollow  of  the  hill ;  there  are  fome 
hermits  alfo  near  the  conventof  faint  John  Dionyfius,  and  near  Simopetra  :  two  or  three 
hermits  live  in  each  of  the  houfes.  Some  of  them  who  retire  in  this  manner  have 
little  fortunes  of  their  own,  and  live  on  their  gardens,  and  what  bread  or  corn  they 
can  either  get  from  the  convents,  or  purchafe ;  and  when  I  was  there,  they  were  bufy 
in  gathering  and  drying  their  figs,  raifins,  and  nuts ;  they  make  alio  a  fmall  quantity 
of  wine  and  brandy  for  their  own  nfe ;  fome  of  them  work  and  make  wooden  Ipoons, 
or  carve  images  of  devotions.  On  Sundays  and  holidays  they  go  to  the  cliurch  of 
St.  Anne,  which  is  common  to  them  all,  where  they  fliew  the  hand  of  that  faint ;  this 
place-is  four  riiiies  from  Laura,  and  from  the  higheft  fummit  of  the  hill.  We  returned 
to  faint  Paul's,  and  went  by  water  to  Simopetra,  which  is  the  moft  curious  of  all  the 
convents,  as  to  its  fituatlon  ;  it  is  built  on  a  rock  which  rifes  up  out  of  the  fide  of  the 
hill  towards  the  top  of  it,  the  whole  hill  being  covered  with  trees  ;  an  aqiieduft  adds 
greatly  to  the  beauty  of  the  profpect,  which  confilts  of  three  ftories  of  arches  ;  it 
conveys  the  v/ater  to  the  convent  from  the  neighbouring  height.  On  the  thirteenth, 
we  went  to  the  convent  of  Zeropotamo,  where,  in  the  front  of  the  church,  there  is  a 
curious  old  relief  of  faint  Demetrius  in  verd  antique ;  and  in  the  walls  of  the  con- 
vent I  faw  two  antient  heads.  We  went  a  mile  and  a  half  to  the  poor  convent  of 
Rufikon,  which  is  to  the  eafl  of  Zenopho ;  we  went  an  hour  further  to  a  large  con- 
vent not  half  a  mile  from  Cares,  which  is  the  only  town  on  Monte  Santo,  and  is 
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about  the  middle  of  it,  fituated  towards  the  top  of  the  height  on  the  north  fide,  and 
is  the  nioft  pleafant  part  of  all  the  mountain.  The  land  of  this  place  belongs  to  fe- 
veral  convents,  and  mofl:  of  them  have  houfes  and  gardens  here.  The  town  is  inha- 
bited by  caloyers,  who  have  their  fliops,  and  fell  fuch  things  as  there  is  a  demand 
for  ;  the  only  artifts  they  have  are  thofe  that  make  cutlery  ware  and  beads,  and  carve 
reliefs  very  curioufly  in  wood,  either  on  crolTes  or  in  hillory  pieces ;  and  here  they 
have  a  market  every  Saturday,  when  the  people  at  the  diftance  of  three  or  four  days 
journey  bring  in  corn,  and  other  provifions ;  all  they  fend  out  from  their  mountain 
being  thofe  trinkets  they  make,  and  walnuts,  chefnuts,  common  nuts,  and  fome  black 
cattle  which  they  buy,  and  fell  when  they  ?re  fit  for  the  market  ;  they  are  alfo  fup- 
plied  in  part  from  abroad  with  wine ;  the  cold,  as  it  happened  this  year,  very  often 
doftroying  their  grapes.  Many  houfes  and  gardens  in  Cares  are  purcbafcd  ot  the 
convents  by  two  or  three  caloyers  for  their  lives,  who  cultivate  their  gardens,  make 
thofe  images,  and  lead  very  agreeable  independent  lives. 

Mofl;  of  the  monks  on  this  mountain  are  what  they  call  Stavrophori,  from  a  crofs 
they  wear  under  their  caps  worked  on  a  piece  of  cloth,  which  is  called  Stavromene, 
to  which  alfo  they  tic  a  very  fmall  crofs  made  of  wood ;  thefe  have  taken  the  vow  on 
them,  and  then  they  can  never  eat  meat,  nor  leave  this  life ;  whereas  in  other  convents 
there  are  very  few  of  them.  As  to  thofe  of  the  highefl;  fl:ate  in  the  monaftic  life,  called 
by  them  the  Monks  of  the  Megalolkcina,  I  believe  there  are  very  few  of  them,  though 
I  was  told  fome  old  men  in  their  infu'inaries,  who  were  pafl:  the  world,  had  taken  this 
vow  on  them,  which  is  an  entire  renunciation  of  the  world,  of  property,  and  of  all 
office,  and  employ,  and  an  obligation  to  greater  internal  exerciles  of  devotion :  the 
hermit  1  iaw  in  the  wood,  if  I  do  not  miltake,  was  of  this  fort. 

Chap.  M.  —  Of  TheJJalonica,  and  the  places  in  the  way  to  it. 

FROM  this  country  of  men,  into  which  none  of  the  fair  fex  are  permitted  to  enter, 
ue  fet  forward  by  L.nd  to  Salonica  on  the  fourteenth,  with  a  little  caravan,  and  went 
northwards  to  the  gulph  of  Contefla,  our  journey  afterwards  being  mofl:ly  to  the  weft. 
We  came  to  the  ifthmus,  or  neck  of  land,  by  which  this  land  is  joined  to  the  country 
to  the  weft  ;  the  whole  length  of  Monte  Santo  being  about  thirty  miles :  at  the  north, 
eaft  extremity  of  it  there  is  a  fmall  cape  which  extends  into  the  gulph  to  the  north,  and, 
I  fuppofe,  is  the  promontory  Acrathos.  On  the  north  fide  of  the  bay  they  fliewed  me 
a  port  called  F.fborus,  which  may  be  Contefta  of  the  maps,  and  polfibly  the  antient 
port  of  Amphipolis  ;  the  point  to  the  north,  which  makes  this  bay,  is  not  brought 
out  far  enough  to  the  eaft  in  the  common  maps,  for  it  appears  to  me  that  there  was 
another  bay  to  the  north  of  this  ;  the  whole,  according  to  the  fea-charts,  being  the  bay  of 
Contefta.  At  the  weft  end  of  this  bay  I  was  fhewn  another  port  called  Erifo,  where,  they 
fay,  there  are  ruins  of  an  old  city  called  Paliocaftro,  which  might  be  Acanthus,  to 
which  Xerxes  led  his  army  :  to  the  north  of  this  was  Stagira,  where  Ariftotli.'  was 
born.  The  river  Strymon,  which  was  the  bounds  of  Macedonia  to  the  north,  fell  into 
the  fea  at  this  gulph  ;  it  is  made  to  have  two  mouths,  one  of  which  might  fall  into  this 
foulh  part  of  the  gulph,  the  other  into  the  north  part.  To  the  north-eaft  of  the  Stry- 
mon was  the  country  called  Macedonia  Adjefta,  inhabited  by  the  Kdoncs  ;  it  extended 
to  the  Neftus,  and  was  a  part  of  Thrace  conquered  by  king  Philip,  and  aiided  to  Ma- 
cedonia. To  the  fouth  of  that  country  I  faw  Thalfus,  a  large  iihmd,  with  four  or 
five  villages  on  it,  being  famous  among  the  antients  for  excellent  white  marble,  and 
for  its  mines  of  gold.     I  was  well  informed  that  in  one  part  of  the  illand  are  many 
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graves  and  coffins  cut  out  of  the  rock  ;  it  is  fort)'  miles  from  Lemnos,  and  oppofife  to 
Cavalla  and  the  Ncflus.  The  part  of  Macedonia  from  mount  Athos  to  the  peninfula 
of  Pallene,  or  Phlegra,  was  called  Chalcidice. 

We  foon  came  into  an  improved  country  inhabited  by  Chriftlans,  and  lay  at  Palaio- 
cori.  On  the  fixtecnth  we  proceeded  on  our  journey,  and  having  gone  about  half  way, 
I  faw  at  fonie  dillance  to  the  north  a  long  narrow  lake  called  BaKaruke,  where  there  is 
a  lake  in  Dewit's  map,  which,  according  to  that,  empties  itfelf  into  the  Singitic  bay. 
We  lay  at  Ravanah ;  and  on  the  fcventeenth,  about  ten  miles  from  Salonica,  we  de- 
fcended  into  a  fine  plain,  in  which  runs  a  fmall  ftream  that  muft  be  the  river  Cha- 
briuV;  there  is  a  fait  pool  near  the  fea,  v.hich,  I  fuppofc,  is  about  the  mouth  of  it. 
Four  miles  from  Salonica  in  the  fame  road  are  hot  baths,  tlie  waters  are  only  lukewarm, 
and  I  thought  there  was  a  mixture  of  fait  and  fulphur  in  them  ;  thefe  are  pnjbably  thofe 
baths  from  which  Theffalonica  was  firft  called  Therma,  and  gave  the  nr.me  of  Thermai- 
cus  to  this  great  bay,  which  is  now  called  the  Bay  of  Salonica  ;  the  city  being  fituated 
about  the  north-eail  corner  of  it,  and  has  the  forementioned  plain  to  the  north  eafl:, 
fome  hills  to  the  north  weft,  and  a  great  plain  to  the  fou'h  weft,  extending  beyond  view 
to  the  fouth,  I  fuppofe  to  the  mountains  Olympus  and  Pierus,  and  the  other  mountains 
near  Larifta.  In  this  plain,  and  near  it,  were  many  places  very  famous  in  antient  hiltory. 
The  country  about  ThefTalonica  was  Ccdlcd  Amphaxiti-J,  the  river  Echedorus  ran  through 
it,  which  is  faid  to  have  been  drunk  dry  by  the  aiiny  of  Xerxes  ;  to  the  north  on  this 
river  was  the  country  called  Mygdonia  ;  the  rivers  Axius  and  Lydias  likewife  run 
through  this  plain  ;  between  them  the  country  was  called  Bottitea,  in  which  Pella  was 
fituated,  where  the  kings  of  Macedon  refided,  from  Philip  the  father  of  Alexander  the 
great,  down  to  Perfes,  and  where  Alexander  the  great  was  born.  To  the  fouih  of  the  river 
Axius  in  Emathia  was  Edeffa  or  iEga,  fifty-nine  miles  from  ThefTalonica,  in  the  Roman 
road  ;  Dioclctianopolis  and  Pella  lieing  between  thefe  places.  In  JEqx  the  kings  of 
Macedon  refided  before  they  removed  to  Pella,  and  it  continued  to  be  their  burial 
place.  Between  the  Lydias  and  the  Aliacmon  was  the  country  called  Pieria,  in  which 
was  Methone ;  at  the  fiege  of  this  city  king  Philip  loft  his  eye ;  here  alfo  was  Pydna, 
near  which  the  Romans  vanquiflied  Perfes,  and  put  an  end  to  the  kingdom  of  Macedon. 
To  the  weft  of  thefe  places  was  Berrhosa,  fifty-one  miles  from  Theflalonica  ;  of  the 
people  of  this  place  faint  Paul  teftifies  that  they  were  more  noble  than  the  Theftido- 
nians,  in  that  they  received  the  word  with  all  giadnefs  :  near  mount  Olympus  was  Dius, 
where  Alexander  fet  up  the  bronze  ftatues  made  by  Lyfippus  of  thofe  brave  men  who 
died  on  the  Granicus  in  the  battle  agalnft  the  Perfians.  It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  many 
places  both  in  Syria  and  Afia  Minor,  have  the  names  of  places  in  thefe  parts,  which 
were  doubtlefs  given  them  by  colonies  that  went  out  of  Greece,  and  by  the  kings  of 
Syria,  and  the  Greeks  that  followed  them,  after  the  time  of  Alexander  the  great,  who 
were  doubtlefs  fond  of  giving  the  Greek  names  of  their  own  native  country,  to  thofe 
ftrange  places  they  went  to  inhabit,  as  of  mount  Olympus,  Pieria,  Magnefia,  Hera- 
clea,  Berrhcea,  and  many  others. 

Theflalonica  is  faid  to  have  its  name  from  its  foundrefs  Theflalonica,  fifter  of  Alex- 
ander the  great  :  the  prefent  walls,  which  feem  moftly  to  have  been  built  under  the 
Greek  emperors,  are  five  or  fix  miles  in  circumference,  taking  in  the  plain  ground  on 
which  the  city  now  ftands ;  it  goes  up  to  the  top  of  the  hill,  and  joins  to  the  caftle, 
the  prefent  city  not  taking  up  above  half  the  ground  enclofed  within  the  walls,  which, 
were  well  repaired  when  the  war  broke  out  with  the  emperor.  The  walls  come  very 
near  the  fea,  and  the  boats  are  drawn  up  on  the  beach,  there  being  no  quay  ;  the 
ftrcets  ai-e  Eot  well  laid  out;,  and  the  houfes  are  ill  built  of  unburnt  brick,  having  gar- 
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dens  to  mofl  of  them.     There  are  in  the  city  feme  few  remains  of  antiquity ;  one  of 
the  principal  is  a  very  grand  triumphal  arch  much  ruined,  but  in  the  perfection  of  the 
fculinure,  and  coftlinefs  of  the  wo.  k,  it  feems  to  rival  any  arch  that  remains  ;  it  con- 
fiftcd  of  three  arches  built  of  brick  and  cafed  with  marble.  One  member  of  the  cornice 
under  the  fpring  of  the  arch   is  worked  with  one  row  of  leaves  like  the  Corinthian 
order  ;  there  were  niches  in  the  fronts  between  the  aiches  ;  the  piers  all  round  were 
adorned  with  three  compartments  of  reliefs  one  over  another,  as  of  fome  procedion  ; 
the  rL-Iiefs  are  four  feet  iwo  inches  deep,  and  are  divided  from   one  another  by  other 
reliefs  which  are  a  foot  broad,  and  confdl  of  running  boughs  and  flowers ;  the  reliefs 
are  much  defaced,  but  feem  to  have  been  cut  in  very  great  perfeftion,  and  the  arch 
is  faid   in  hj  of  the  time  of  the  Antonines ;  it  is  probable,  that  the  upper  part  was 
adorned  in  proportion  to  the  reft,  but  whatever  ornaments  there  were  they  are  now 
deflroyed  ;  as  tl;e  ;u"cli  feems  to  be  low  in  proportion,  it  may  be  conjeftured  that  there 
was  another  compartment  of  reliefs  alio  covered  by  the  earth.     The  fliops  and  houfes. 
are  built  about  it  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  it  was  difficult  to  take  the  meafures,  efpecially 
of  the  miiidlc  arch,  which  I   have  given   by   the  befl   computation   I  could  make. 
Another  piece  of  aniiqu'ty  is  tlie  remains  of  a  very  fine  Corinthian  colonnade,  it  confills 
of  five  pili.irs  ol  Cipolmo  ;  the  capitals  are  of  exquiiile  workmanOiip  ;  the  pillars,  two 
feet  in  diameter,  are  nine  feet  two  inches  apart ;  the  frieze  is  fluted,  and  on  the  enta- 
blature is  a  f)rt  of  an  Attic  order  of  fquare  pilaftcrs  with  an  architrave  over  it,  the 
other  parts  of  the  entablature  being  taken  away,  if  ever  there  were  more ;  but   the 
greateft  beauty  of  this  colonnade  are  four  alt-reliefs  in  both  fronts,  between  the  Attic 
pilafters,  of  a  perfon  as  big  as  life  ;  to  the  eafl  is  a  Bacchus,  Meicury,  and  two  Vic- 
tories ;  to  the  wefl  Lcda,  a  woman,  a  naked   man,  and  a  woman  in   profile,  with 
fomething  in  her  left  hand   held  up  ;  the  fculpture  ot  all  of  them  is  exceedingly  fine : 
by  this  difpofition  one  would  alfo  imagine,  that  this  was  a  triumphal  monument  in  an 
extraordinary  talle,  it   being  othcrwife  difficult  to   conceive  how  two  fronts  of  fuch  a 
colonnade  could  appear  to  advantage.     Within  the  fouth  gate  of  the   city,  there  is  an 
antient  gateway  or  triumphal  arch  remaining  of  hewn  Itone  ;  on  each  fide  to  the  fouth 
there  is  a  relief  about  three  feet  long,  and  two  and  a   half  wide.     There  arc  fevcral 
mofqucs  in  the  city  which  were  furmerly  churches ;  that  which  carries  the  greateft 
mark  of  antiquity,  is  the  rotundo,  and  if  it  was  not  an  antient  temple,  it  was  cer- 
tainly built  when  Chriffianity   was  firlt  publickly   eflabliflied,  though  I  imagme  it  to 
have  been  a  heathen  temple,  and  probably  a  pantheon  ;  tlie  walls  are  very  thick,  and 
built  of  good  brick  ;  the  chapels  round  it  are  arched  over  with  double  arches  of  brick, 
excepting  the  two  entrances  to  the  weft  and  fouth  ;   there  are  in  them  oblong  fquare 
niches  which  appear   like  windows,  and  are  now  filled  up ;  above  thefe   the  wall  is 
not,    I  fuppofe,  fo   thick  by  twelve  feet,   and  over  every  one  of  thefe  apartments 
there  is  an  arched  nich.     The  cupola  is  adorned  with  mofaic  work,  appearing  like 
dght  frontifpieces  of  very  grand  buildings,  the  perfpective  of  which  feemed  to  be  very- 
good  ;  the  apartment  oppofite  to  the  entrance  is  lengthened  out  to  twcnty-feven  paces, 
and   ends  in  a  femicircle,  which,  if  it  was  a  temple,  I  fuppofe  muft  have  been   added 
by  the  Chriftians  for   the  altar.     They   Ihew  a  lepulchre   to  the   call  of  this  mofque, 
in  which,  they  fay,  Ortagi  EfTendi  is  buried,  who  took  the  city.     The  moft  beautiful 
mofque  in  the  town,  which  was  a  church,  is  that  which  had  the  name  of  faint  Deme- 
trius ;  it  is   fevonty-one  paces    long,  and  forty-one   broad  ;  there  are  on  each  fide  a 
double  colonnade  of  white  marble  pillars,  each    fupporting   its  gallery,  with  pillars 
over  thoiu  ;  the  gallery  fupported  by  the  inner  rows  of  pillars  being  under  the  gallery 
of  the  pillars  that  are  on  each  fide  next  to  the  middle  nave ;  the  wliulc  church  is  cafed 
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v'ithin  with  marble  ;  there  is  a  church   under  it,  which  is  fhut  up,  and  no  one  can 
enter ;  it  is  faid  that  St.  Paul  preached  in  it.     Another  mofque  was  the  church  of  St. 
Sophia",  built  fomcthinjr  on  the  model  of  St.  Sophia  in  Conftantinople,  having  a  cupola 
adorned   with  beautiful  mofaic  work ;  there  are  fome  fine  verd  antique  pillars  ui  the 
church  and  portico  ;  and  in  the  church  there  is  a  verd  antique  throne  or  pulpit,  with 
two  or  three  ftcps  up  to  it,  the  whole  being  of  one  piece  of  marble.     A  fourth  mofque 
was   the  church  of  St.  Pantaleemon,  \^■hich  is  but   I'mall  ;  before  it  there  is  a  fort  of 
fuggeftum  or  pulpit,  with  winding  fleps  up  to  it,  all  of  one  block  of  white  marble ; 
on  the  fides   of  it  are  cut  three  arches,  fupported  by  Corinthian  pillars,  under  which 
are  mezzo  relievos  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  and  other  faints  :  I  faw  fuch  anotlier   at  one 
of  the  mofques  ;  thefe  feem  to  have  been  made  in  the  very  earliefl  times  of  Chriflianity, 
before  the  art  of  fculpture  was  entirely  loft.     There  are  feveral  Greek  churches  in  this, 
city  ;  but  I  could  not  find  out  the  tomb  of  Eutyches,  the  adverfary  of  Neftorius  ;  they 
have  an  archbifhop,  and  a  fmall'monaftery  on  the  hill  within  the  walls.     The  number 
of  Jews  here  is  thought  to  exceed  the  number  of  Chriftians  and  Turks  put  together, 
infomuch  that  they  have  a  great  influence  in  the  city.     The  Turks  drink  much,  and 
to  that   may  be  imputed  their  being  very  bad  people  in  this  place  ;  the  janizaries  in 
particular  are  exceedingly  inlblcnt.     They  have  a  great  manufadure  of  coarfe  woollen 
cloth  in  and  about  Salonica,  which  is  exported  to  all  parts  of  Turkey  for  the  wear  of 
common   people.      The  luiglifli,    French,  Dutch    and  Venetians,  have  their  confuls 
here,  the  chief  export  being  filk,  wax,  and  cotton  to  Smyrna,  in  order  to  be  embarked 
for  Europe,  and  a  great  quantity  of  tobacco  to  Italy,  as  well  as  to  mofl  parts  of  Turkey, 
as  it  is  efleemed  the  beft  after  that  of  Latichea.       A  paflia  and  janitzer  aga  rcfide  in 
this  city.     Salonica  is  fifteen  days  journey  with  a  cai-avan  from  Conftantinople,  being 
about   a  hundred   and  eighty  miles   from  Rodofto  ;  it  is   three  days  from  Cavalla, 
Monte  Santo  and  Lsrifla  ;   fixteen  miles  from  Veria,  perhaps  Berrhcea  ;  and  four  days 
from  Volo,  the  old  Pagafa  on  the  bay  Pagafasus,  now  called  the  gulph  of  Volo. 

Chap.  ^^I.  —  Of  the  f  elds  of  Tanpe,  cf  Larijfa,  Pbarfalia,  and  the  battle  between 

Cafar  aiid  Pcmpcy. 

THE  road  from  Salonica  to  Larilfa  is  dangerous  and  unfrequented  ;  fo  tliat  moll 
perfons  embark  at  Salonica  for  the  port  of  Claritza  in  Theffaly,  on  the  fouth  fide  of 
the  bay  of  Salonica,  being  a  voyage  of  about  fifteen  leagues.  We  embarked  for 
that  place  on  the  nineteenth  in  the  afternoon,  and  arrived  on  the  twentieth  late  at 
night,  and  lay  in  the  open  air  at  the  foot  of  mount  Olfa  in  Theffaly,  in  that  part  of 
it  which  was  called  Pelaf'giotis  ;  the  country  of  Magnefia,  and  mount  Pelion  being  to 
the  eaft,  and  make  that  head  of  land  which  is  to  the  north  of  the  bay  that  was  known 
to  the  antients  by  the  name  of  Pagafrsus.  The  next  morning  we  went  to  the  convent 
of  St. Demetrius  on  the  fide  of  the  hill  over  Claritza:  this  place  is  about  two  leagues 
from  the  river  Pcneus,  which  riles  in  mount  Pindus,  the  grcateft  part  of  tf.e  way 
being  a  rich  narrow  plain  not  a  mile  broad,  which  may  be  thepleafant  fields  of  Tempe, 
that  are  defcribed  to  be  five  miles  long,  and  of  the  breadth  of  half  an  acre  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Peneus.  On  the  weft  fide  of  the  Peneus  is  the  famous  mount  Olympus,  which 
the  poets  feigned  to  be  the  feat  of  the  gods.  We  came  to  the  Peneus,  where  there  is 
a  bridge  over  it  to  the  weft  fide  ;  here  we  were  ftopped  at  a  cuftom-houfe  where  the 
officer  made  a  demand,  and  talking  high,  he  proceeded  fo  far  as  to  make  mention  of 
baftinados  ;  but  a  janizary  I  had  with  me  anfwered  very  coolly,  that  the  officer  muft: 
exercife  his  feverity  firfl  over  him ;  and  fliewing  my  firman,  or  paffport,  he  began  to 
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be  eafy,  and  permitted  us  to  go  on.  We  travelled  on  the  ea*^  f\de  of  the  Peneus,  where 
the  road  feems  to  have  been  levelled  by  cutting  away  the  rock  at  the  toot  of  mount 
Offa;  the  road  leads  to  the  fouth-weft  for  about  two  leagues,  the  paflage  for  the 
river  being  in  fome  parts  very  narrow,  with  fmall  iflands  in  the  middle,  fo  that  the 
water  of  the  Peneus  might  be  conlined  on  fome  great  rains,  and  caule  the  flood  in  the 
time  of  Deucalion.  Some  fay  the  palTage  was  enlarged  by  an  earthquake  and  the  p.ets 
feigned  that  the  giants  put  mount  Oila  on  Pelion  and  Olympus,  and  made  way  for  the 
river  to  pafs  freely. 

We  lay  in  a  kane  at  Baba,  about  four  hours  from  tlie  port,  having  travelled  in  all 
two  leagues  by  the  river.  On  the  twentj'-fecond  we  came  into  a  valley  about  two 
leagues  long,  and  two  miles  broad,  in  which  we  went  to  the  fouth,  the  Peneus  running 
along  the  north  fide  of  the  plain  towards  the  eaft,  we  went  fouthwards  between  the 
hilis  which  are  to  the  weft,  and  crofled  fome  low  hills  into  that  large  plain,  in  which 
Lariffa  is  fituated  about  two  leagues  further  on  the  river  Peneus.  It  is  much  to  be 
doubted  whether  the  firft  of  thefe  plains  was  not  the  fields  of  Tempe,  as  fome  authors 
mention  that  the  Peneus  palled  through  the  fields  of  fempe,  and  then  between 
Olympus  and  Offa,  though  others  fpeak  of  them  as  at  the  mouth  of  the  Peneus. 
Xerxes  failed  with  his  army  from  Theffalonica  to  this  river  ;  and  it  is  to  be  obferved  that 
Daphne  was  the  daughter  of  Peneus,  and  that  the  fable  of  her  and  Apollo  had  its  fcene 
here.  The  Peneus  is  mentioned  as  a  clear  river  by  Homer.  To  the  north-eaft  of 
Larifla  there  is  a  defcent  on  every  fide  to  a  very  level  ground,  which  in  fome  parts  is 
morally,  and  probably  is  the  bafon  of  that  lake  which  oversowing,  together  with  the 
Peneus,  caufed  the  Deuadion  flood,  'lb  the  weft  was  Cynocephala',  where  T.  Quintius 
Flaminius  vanquiflied  king  Philip  in  a  very  great  battle.  Larilfa  ftill  retains  its 
antient  name,  and  is  fituated  on  the  Peneus,  which  runs  on  the  weft  and  north  fides 
of  it ;  to  the  weft  there  is  a  large  ftone  bridge  of  ten  arches  over  the  river :  a  fmall 
rivulet,  which  is  dry  in  the  fummer,  runs  into  the  Peneus  near  the  bridge,  and  probably 
pafled  through  the  weft  part  of  the  old  city.  LarilTa  is  faid  to  be  thirty  miles  fmm 
the  iea,  but  it  is  not  more  than  eighteen  :  it  was  for  fome  time  the  refidence  of 
Philip  king  of  Macedon  ;  before  the  battle  of  Pharfalia,  Scipio  and  his  legion  were 
quartered  here  ;  and  after  his  defeat  Pompcy  came  to  this  city,  and  gomg  to  the  fea, 
embark.d  on  board  a  iiHTchant  fhip.  There  are  no  fort  of  remains  of  antiquity  in 
this  pl.ice,  not  fo  much  as  the  walls,  except  fome  pieces  of  marble  about  the  Turkifli 
burial  places.  Th.'  prefent  io^n  is  throe  miles  in  circumference,  and  in  the  middle 
of  it  there  is  a  wooden  t  j^ver,  with  a  large  itriking  clock  in  it,  which  hai  been  tii.  re 
ever  fmce  the  Chriftians  had  poflelTion  of  this  country,  and,  1  fuppofe,  is  tlm  only- 
one  m  all  Turkey :  a  paflia  refides  here,  and  they  compute  fifteen  thoufand  Tuikifli 
houfes,  fifteen  hundred  Greek,  and  about  three  hundred  Jewifli  families.  The  people, 
both  lurks  and  Greeks,  have  a  bad  character,  and  it  is  dangerous  travelling  near  the 
city,  except  on  the  fide  of  the  port  of  Claritza  ;  it  is  a  great  road  from  Jaiiina  three 
days  to  the  weft,  from  Albania  the  antient  Kpirus,  and  from  many  other  p.irts  lu  go 
to  the  port,  in  order  to  embark  for  ConftantiTiople,  Smyrna,  and  Salonica  :  they  have 
only  one  Greek  church  here,  and  their  metropolitan.  Twenty-four  miles  to  the  foMih- 
eaft  of  Larifla  is  Volo,  faid  to  be  PagaGe,  where  the  potts  fay  the  fliip  Argos  was 
built ;  and  near  it  is  Aphita:,  from  which  place,  they  fay,  the  Argonauts  failed  : 
the  fouth-eaft  corner  of  lias  land  is  the  old  promontory  Sepias,  wheie  five  hundred 
fail  of  Xerxes  fleet  were  fliipwrecked  in  a  ftorm. 

We  fet  out  from  Larifla  on  the  twcJitj-tiiird  on  poft  horfes,  which   arc  to  be  had 
in  many  parts  of  Turkey,  and  one  travels  on  them  with  great  fccurity,  as  the  palhas 
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commonly  difpatch  their  people  this  way ;  and  fo  it  is  fiippoftd  that  thofe  who  travel 
in  this  manner  belong  to  the  great  men,  who  would  find  out  the  rogues  if  they  gave 
their  people  any  difturbarice.  When  travellers  have  an  order  in  their  firman  for 
horfes  tliey  p;iy  only  ten  afpers  an  hour  for  each  horfe,  otherwife  they  agree  as  they 
can.  From  Larifla  we  went  fouthwards  over  uneven  downs,  and  dcfcended  into  at 
very  fine  plain  about  twenty  miles  long  from  call  to  weft,  and  almoft  a  league  broad 
at  the  eaft  end,  widening  to  the  well ;  which,  without  doubt,  istho  plain  of  PLarfaiia; 
there  is  a  fmall  town  to  the  fouth  of  the  plain  called  Catadia,  over  it  is  a  ruined 
place  on  a  hill,  which  feeins  to  be  Pharfalus,  being  about  thirty  miles  from  Volo,  the 
old  Pagafce,  as  Pharfalus  is  faid  to  have  been  ;  a  fmall  river  runs  through  the  plain  to 
the  well,  which  mufl  be  the  antient  Enipeus  that  fell  into  the  Apidanus,  and  fo  both 
ran  together  into  the  Peneus.  To  the  north-eaft  of  the  fuppofed  Pharfalus  the  hills 
turn  northward  towards  the  river,  and  on  thefe  hills  I  fuppofe  Pompey's  army  was 
encamped  near  the  ftream,  as  Ceefar's  probably  was  on  the  hill  to  the  eaft  of  Ph..rfjlus, 
Pompey  had  the  Enipeus  to  the  right  wing  of  his  army,  for  Ca^far  fays  he  had  a  rivulet 
to  the  right  with  high  banks  for  his  defence.  Hiftorians  give  an  account  that  this 
battle  was  fought  in  the  plains  of  Pharfalia  near  Pharfalus,  and  between  that  town  and 
the  Enipeus,  which  fixes  the  place;  and  yet  it  is  very  extraordinary  that  Casfar  fliould 
not  mention  the  name  of  Pharfalus  and  of  the  Pharfalian  plains  ;  he  only  fays,  that 
after  taking  Metropolis  he  chofe  a  place  in  the  country  for  providing  corn,  which  was* 
near  ripe,  and  there  expected  the  arrival  of  Pompey :  perhaps  he  ne  :,lecl:ed  all  thefe 
circumliances  out  of  a  fort  of  vanity  ;  as  well  imagining  that  every  one  mull  be  well 
informed  of  the  very  fpot  where  a  battle  was  fought  which  determined  the  empire  of 
the  world,  hi  the  middle  of  the  plain,  about  two  leagues  north-weft  of  the  fuppofed 
Pharfalus,  is  a  hill,  on  which  probably  Metropolis  was  fituatcd,  which  Ca;far  liad  taken, 
where  I  was  informed  there  are  fome  ruins,  and  about  as  much  further  are  two  hills 
in  that  part  of  the  plain  where  it  extends  further  northwarJ,  on  one  of  which  might 
be  Gomphi,  vvhich  he  had  taken  before.  The  foldiers  of  Pompey  had  poffefled  them- 
felves  of  the  higheft  hills  near  the  camp,  where  being  befieged  by  Caefar,  and  wanting 
v.ater,  they  fled  towards  LarilTa,  and  Ca;far  coming  up  with  them  at  about  fix  miles 
diftance,  and  preparing  to  attack  them,  they  pollefled  themfelves  of  a  hill  that  was 
walhcd  by  the  river,  which  I  fliould  have  thought  to  have  been  the  firft  high  hill  to  the 
fouth  fouth-weft  of  Larifia,  at  the  foot  of  which,  I  fuppofe,  the  Apidanus  flows,  if  the 
difhmce  was  not  rather  too  great. 

We  took  fome  refrcfliment  at  Catadia,  and  changed  our  poft  horfes  ;  this  town  is 
feven  hours  from  Lariffa,  that  is,  about  twenty  miles,  and  we  fet  out  the  fame  day 
for  Zeitoun,  which  is  computed  to  be  twenty-four  miles  from  Catadia ;  it  is  fituated 
near  the  bay,  called  by  the  antients  Malliucus  :  the  road  is  over  rich  hills,  which  extend 
to  the  eaft, and  make  the  head  of  laud  which  is  between  the  baysPagafasus  and  Malliacus, 
and  is  the  antient  country  of  Theffaly,  called  Phthiotis,  from  Piithia  where  Achilles 
was  born:  there  was  a  town  called  Thebes  in  this  pai-t,  and  the  Myrmidons  were  of 
this  country,  of  whom  the  poets  feign  that  of  pifmlres  they  vv^ere  made  men ;  but 
Strabo  mentions  their  induilry  like  that  of  a  pifmire  [_^Jf^?ij]  in  cultivating  their  land, 
as  a  n\ove  probable  derivation  of  that  name.  Palling  theie  hills  I  faw  to  the  weft  a  long 
nairow  lake  called  Davecleh,  of  which  I  can  find  no  account;  but  poflibly  the  river 
Apidanus  may  rife  out  of  it. 

Chap. 
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Chap.  VIII.  —  OfZcHoun,  Tbcrmopyla,  a7id  other  places  in  the  way  io  IJvcidia. 

ZEITOUN  is  fituated  on  the  fouth  fule  of  a  hill  :it  the  foot  of  the  high  mountains, 
and  on  another  hill  to  the  fouth,  iuhabitcJ  by  Turks  ;  on  the  top  of  tlie  former  there 
is  a  caftle:  it  is  fituated  about  four  miles  to  the  well  of  the  north-wcit  corner  of  the 
bay  of  Malliacus,  and  about  as  far  north  of  the  river  Sperchius ;  conlequently  this 
muft  be  Lamia,  famous  for  the  Lamian  war,  which  the  Greeks  waged  againft  Macedon 
alter  the  death  of /lexander:  there  may  be  three  or  four  hundred  houfes  in  Zeitoun, 
the  greater  part  Chriftians,  who  are  faid  to  be  a  good  fort  of  people,  but  the  air  is  un- 
healthy in  the  fumm.er. 

When  I  came  to  Zeitoun  I  went  to  the  kane,  and  cliofe  for  coolnefs,  and  to  be  free 
from  vermin,  to  lay  in  the  gallery  which  leads  to  the  rooms.  In  my  firfl  fleep  I  was 
awakened  by  a  terrible  noife,  and  leaping  up  found  great  part  of  the  kane  fallen  down, 
and  the  horles  running  out  of  the  liable ;  I  did  not  know  what  was  the  caufe,  but  my 
fervant  immediately  faid  it  was  an  earthquake,  fo  that  we  were  in  the  utmoft  confter- 
nation  ;  the  Iront  and  great efl;  part  of  the  kane  was  deflroyed,  and  we  got  out  with 
much  diilicuky.  A  'I'urk  who  lay  on  a  bulk  before  the  gate  was  covered  with  ruins, 
but  was  taken  out  alive,  and  not  much  hurt.  It  was  a  moon-fliiny  night ;  but  fo 
many  houfes  had  fallen  down,  and  fuch  a  dull  was  raifed,  that  we  could  not  fee  the 
(ky  ;  the  women  were  fcreaming  for  their  children  and  relations  who  were  buried  in 
the  ruins  of  the  houfes  ;  fome  of  them  were  taken  out  alive,  but  fcveral  were  killed  : 
and  going  to  the  churches  the  next  day  I  faw  many  laid  out  in  them  in  order  to  be 
buried,  their  houfes  being  fallen  down.  I  got  my  things  removed  to  a  dunghill  in  a 
place  moft  clear  trom  buildings,  and  I  felt  near  twenty  fliocks  in  about  two  hours 
time,  fome  of  which  were  very  great :  the  next  day  it  rained,  and  I  got  into  a  flied, 
but  the  people  advifed  me  to  leave  it ;  and  every  thing  was  attended  with  the  utmoft 
face  of  diitvefs,  nothing  was  to  be  got,  nor  could  I  have  horfes  till  the  afternoon ; 
and  when  I  crofled  the  plain  I  was  fliewn  cracks  in  the  earth  about  fix  inches  wide, 
which  they  faid  were  made  by  the  earthquake.  This  calamity  chiefly  aft'efted  the 
Chriflians,  wlinfe  houfes  were  built  only  of  flonc  and  earth,  but  not  one  of  the  houfes  of 
the  Turks  fell  down,  which  were  (Irongly  built  with  mortar.  1  obferved  as  I  travelled 
that  the  earthquake  had  thrown  down  many  of  the  houfes  in  the  neighbouring  villages, 
b\it  did  no  great  damage  on  the  other  fide  of  the  hills,  which  bound  this  plain  to 
the  fouth. 

The  valley  in.  which  Zeitoun  (lands  is  a  fine  fpot  of  ground,  it  is  about  five  miles 
wide,  and  the  river  Sperchius  runs  along  the  fouth  fide  of  it :  this  vale  extends  be- 
yond view  to  the  welt.  'I'he  Thaumaci  arc  mentioned  as  at  the  <:ntranco  to  a  great 
plain  :  probably  at  the  end  of  this  plain  there  may  be  a  narrow  pais  between  the 
mountains  to  another  plain,  which  feems  to  have  extended  to  F.pirus,  and  to  the  bay 
Ambracius  on  the  Adriatic  lea,  between  which  and  the  bay  of  Zeitoun  feems  to  be 
the  narrowefl  part  of  Greece  ;  and  probably  it  may  not  be  above  a  hundred  miles  from 
one  fea  to  the  other.  The  country  of  Doris  was  at  fome  dillance  to  the  well  on  the 
fouth  fide  of  the  river  ;  it  was  calleil  Tetrapolis,  by  realon  that  it  i;;id  four  principal 
cities.  The  firlt  order  among  the  Greeks  calk-d  the  Doric,  was  probably  invented  in 
this  country  ;  in  the  beginning  it  was  a  very  fimple  order,  as  it  appi"ars  e\  n\  now  in 
fome  places  ;  the  ciipital  conliUing  only  of  a  I'arge  lill  or  fquare  ib  ne,  and  a  large 
■  quarter  round  under  that,  and  the  entablature  of  a  deep  architrave  of  one  face, 
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a  broad  frieze,  and  a  very  fimple  cornice.  Tlie  river  Sperchius  is  a  confiderable 
ftream  :  Sperchia  is  mentioned  in  fuch  a  manner  by  Ptolemy  as  to  fhew  that  it  was 
not  at  the  mouth  of  the  Spherchius,  but  to  the  north  of  it,  probably  where  Leda 
now  is  at  the  north-wefl  corner  of  the  bay,  which  is  the  port  ofZeitoun  ;  on  theeaR 
fide  of  the  bay,  about  the  middle  of  it,  is  Achino,  doubtlefs  the  antient  Echinus. 

To  the  fouth  of  the  Sperchius  and  of  the  bay  was  the  country  of  Locri  Epichne- 
medii,  the  Opuntii  being  to  the  eaft  of  it :  our  road  was  between  the  fea  and  the  high 
mountains  ;  thefe  mountains  are  called  Coumaita,  and  are  doubtlefs  the  old  mount 
Oeta,  lb  tiuiC  I  began  to  Idok  for  the  famous  palTage  called  Thermopylae,  where  the 
Spartans  with  a  few  men  oppofed  the  great  army  of  the  Perfians.  At  the  place  where 
the  road  firft:  turns  to  the  eaft,  between  the  mountains  and  the  fea,  are  hot  waters 
which  the  Greeks  called  Therma!,  and  gave  the  name  to  this  freight  of  Thermopylae, 
that  is,  the  gates  or  pals  of  the  baths.  It  is  certain,  that  this  pafs  is  mentioned  as  fixty 
paces  wide,  and  in  Ibme  parts  only  broad  enough  for  a  fmgle  carriage  ;  fo  that  as  the 
narrow  padage  is  mentioned  on  the  fea,  in  cafe  it  lead  to  the  fame  road  in  which  we 
went  acrofs  the  mountains,  the  fea  muft  have  loft,  and  left  the  paflage  wider,  though 
pollibly  it  was  a  way  round  the  cape  by  the  fea  fide,  where  there  might  be  fome  narrow 
palTes.  After  going  about  fix  miles  to  the  eaft,  our  road  was  to  the  fouth  between 
the  mountains  ;  I  obferved  two  fources  of  the  hot  waters,  which  are  I'ak  and  impregnated 
with  fulphur  ;  they  incruft  the  ground  with  a  fait  fulphureous  fubftance :  the  river 
Boagrius  runs  into  the  fea  from  between  thefe  hills,  which  is  probably  ilie  ftream  that  is 
fo  often  pailed  in  this  road.  The  whole  country  of  the  Epichnemedii  is  full  of  high 
mountains. 

Near  the  entrance  of  the  bay  of  Maliacus  is  the  north-weft  corner  of  the  illanJ 
Negropont,  the  old  Eubcea  ;  it  is  a  very  high  point  of  land  :  the  Greeks  call  this  iiland 
Egripus,  from  the  chief  town  the  antient  Chalcis,  oppofite  to  old  Aulis,  which  now 
has  that  name,  being  on  the  Euripus  paflage,  where  the  fea  frequently  flows  and  ebbs, 
and  probably  the  prefent  name  is  a  corruption  from  this  word  ;  it  is  but  tv/elve  miles 
from  Thebes  in  Bceotia  ;  there  is  a  paflage  to  it  by  a  draw-bridge,  and  a  pafha  and 
janitzer  aga  refide  there  ;  the  former  commands  the  country  to  the  weft  nt'cir  as  far  a& 
Salona.  This  ifland  is  faid  to  be  three  hundred  and  fixty-tive  miles  round,  in  fome 
parts  forty  miles  broad,  and  a  hundred  and  fifty  miles  long,  though  it  cannot  be  fo 
much,  for  from  Zcltoun  to  Athens,  which  is  much  about  the  length  of  it,  is  only  a 
hundred  and  eight  ftiort  miles,  according  to  their  computation  :  Eretria  was  the  next 
city  in  it  after  Chalcis,  which  was  deftroyed  by  the  Perfians,  rebuilt,  and  then  taken  by 
Lucius  Quintius ;  here  was  the  fchool  of  the  Eretrian  philofophers,  and  near  it  was 
Amarinthus,  famous  for  the  worlhip  of  Diana.  At  the  promontory  Arteniifium  the 
Greeks  fought  the  firft  battle  with  Xerxes.  I  obferved  two  points  or  heads  of  land  on 
the  fouth  fide  of  the  bay,  and  law  the  high  rocky  cape  of  Eubcca  to  the  north,  which  is 
now  called  Lebada,  and  is  the  promontory  Cencsum.  I  obferved  alfo  a  fmall  ifland, 
which  may  be  IVIyonnefus. 

About  ten  miles  from  Zeitoun,  we  pafled  by  Molo,  and  a  little  further  had  Andra  to 
the  left ;  we  then  went  on  fouthwards  between  the  high  hills,  often  crofling  a  llreain, 
which  I  fuppofe,  is  the  antient  Boagrius,  at  the  mouth  of  which  there  was  a  port, 
probably  near  Andra  ;  I  faw  a  part  of  the  mountain  to  the  fouth,  which  has  many 
fummits,  and  is  called  Iliakora ;  we  came  to  a  poor  hamlet  called  Ergiere,  fourteen 
miles  from  Zeitoun,  and  lay  in  the  open  air,  the  earthquake  having  tlyowu  down  all 
their  houfes. 

On 
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On  the  twenty-fifth  we  went  on,  and  in  an   hour  came  to  a  guard-houfe,  where 
they  keep  watcli  in  order  to  catch  rogues ;  it  is  half  way  between  Zeitoun  and  Livadia. 
I  faw  on  the  mountain  to  the  weft  an  old  caftle  called  Kidonietry,  near  which  they  fay 
there  are  ruins  of  an  old  town  called  Paliocaftro,  which  may  be  Thronium,  the  capital 
of  this  country,  though  the  dillancc  is  rather  too  great' from  the  mouth  of  the  Boagrius, 
for  it  is  mentioned  only  as  three  miles  from  it :  Alope  was  fituated  to  the  fouth-eail  of 
it,  near  which  was  Naryx,  the  native  place  of  Ajax.     We  afcended  the  height  of  the 
mountains,  and  on  the  top  of  ihcm  pafl'ed  by  another  guard,  and  defcended  into  a  vale 
about  a  league  wide,  and  lour  leagues  long,  having  that  chain  of  mountains  called  lapora 
to  the  fouth,  which  are  faid  to  be  mount  Parnafl'us,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  which  at  a 
great  diftance  was  Delphi.     From  this  part  we  faw  Dathis,  on  the  ffide  of  the  hills  to 
the  north.     This  vale  I  judged  to  be  part  of  Boeotia;  in  it  is  a  village  called  Turco- 
cori,  inhabited  chiefly  by  Turks :  here,  or  in  fome  other  part  of  the  vale,  might  be 
Orchomcnus  ;  for  near  it  I  faw  the  fields  covered  with  pieces  of  brick.     I  obferved 
fome  dry  beds  of  torrents  in  this  vale,  and  towards  the  eaft  end  a  river  runs  as  from 
the  north-eaft,   which  we  pafl'ed  on  a  bridge  ;   it  is  called  Mavro  Nero  [Black  water] ; 
it  runs  into  another  vale  to  the  fouth,  and  muft  be  the  river  Cephiffus,  which  empties 
Itfelf  into  the  lake  Copias  ;  this  fecond  vale  is  about  two  miles  wide,  and  winds  round 
to  the  lake  I  fiiall  mention,  having  mount  Parnafius  to  the  weft.     In  this  vale  to  the 
north  of  the  Cephillus,  I  fuppofe  was  Cheronsea,  the  country  of  Plutarch.     We  croifed 
over  low  hills,  and  came   into  the  vale,  about    half  a  league  wide,  and  two  leagues 
long,  extending  eaftward  to   the  lake :  on  the  fouth  fide  of  this  vale  on  the  foot 
of  the  mountains,  is  I Jvadia ;  the  foot  of  mount  Parnafl'us  extends  to  the  weft  of  it, 
and  the  mountains   fouth   of  it   I  take  to  be  Zogara,  which    i,s  mount  Helicon,  for 
both    thefe  are  ranges  of  mountains,  which    extend    fome  miles,  though  one  part 
where  Delphi  was,  might  be  the  height  of  ParnalTus,  properly  fo  called,  which   had 
two  heads. 

Livadia  is  the  antiont  Libadia  ;  it  is  about  twenty  miles  from  Caftri,  the  antient 
Delphi.  This  place  was  famous  for  the  worftiip  of  Jupiter  Trophonius,  public  games 
being  performed  to  his  honour  here;  and  an  opening  of  the  eiirih  is  mentioned, 
where  they  worlhipped  him,  and  there  his  oracle  is  faid  to  have  been  ;  it  is  mentioned 
alfo  as  a  cave  to  which  it  was  rery  diflicult  to  defcend.  The  town  of  Livadia  is 
divided  by  a  rivulet  which  feparatcs  the  two  parts  of  the  hill  on  which  it  is  built  ;  this 
water  has  its  fource  from  a  very  line  fpring  without  the  town  ;  the  weft  hill  being 
a  perpendicular  rock,  a  room  is  cut  into  it  about  three  feet  above  the  ground,  and 
twelve  feet  fqu;\re,  with  a  bench  on  each  fide  cut  in  the  rock  ;  it  appears  to  have  been 
piwnted  ;  and  this,  without  any  enquiry,  the  Greek  fchoolmaller  told  me  was  the  place 
where  they  wordiipped  Trophonius ;  there  are  feveral  niches  cut  on  tiie  face  of  the 
lock  to  the  fouth,  and  I  obferved  one  round  hole  which  went  in  a  coniiderable  way, 
though  it  did  not  feem  big  enough  for  a  man  to  get  through  ir,  but  pollibly  it 
might  be  the  difficult  entrance  to  the  grot  of  Trophoni\is,  and  to  the  recefs  where 
the  oracle  was  uttered.  There  are  fome  imperfect  infcriptions  about  the  town  which 
mention  the  name  of  the  city  :  there  are  fix  hundred  and  fifty  houfes  in  the  town,  fifty 
of  which  are  inhabited  by  Jews,  and  there  are  an  equal  number  of  Chriftians  and 
Turks  ;  the  former  have  three  churches  ;  and  there  is  a  caftle  on  the  fuinmit  of  ilie 
weftcrn  hill. 

S  c  :  Chaf 
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Chap.  IX.  —  Of  the  lake  Copias,  Thebes,  Phyle,  and  feme  places  in  Attica,     ' 

FROM  Livadia  I  fet  out  to  the  eaft  for  Thebes,  -whicli  is  in  the  roa<.J  to  Athens, 
and  i'oon  came  near  the  antient  lake  Copias,  now  called  the  Valto  of  Topolia,  that  is, 
the  marfli  or  fen  of  Topolia,  which  is  a  vilhige  on  the  north  fide  towards  the  north-ead 
corner  of  it ;  and  as  the  lake  took  its  name  from  Copa;,  which  is  faid  alfo  to  be  on 
the  north  fide  of  it,  it  feems  probable  that  Topolia  is  the  old  Copa; ;  though  I  at  firfl 
imagined  it  to  have  been  under  the  hills,  which  we  paffed  over  into  the  vale  of  Livadia, 
at  the  weft  end  of  the  lake,  where  there  is  a  moaaflery,  and  a  village  called,  if  I 
miftake  not,  Ciaipou  ;  but  as  Coronea  is  faid  to  have  been  at  the  north-weft  corner  of 
the  lake,  it  is  probable  that  it  was  there,  and  that  the  famous  battle  was  fouglit  near  it» 
probably  at  the  end  of  the  plain  in  which  the  Cephiflus  runs  ;  in  this  battle  Agclilaus 
beat  the  Athenians  and  Ba>otians  ;  and  at  Thebes  I  was  told,  that  Granitzo,  two 
iiours  to  the  fouth  of  Livadia,  was  the  old  Coroncca :  mount  Libethrius  was  near 
Corona;a,  on  which  were  the  ftatues  of  the  Mules,  and  this  might  be  the  hill  between 
tht  two  plains,  or  that  to  the  north  of  the  Cephiflus  :  at  the  north-eaft  corner  of  the 
lake  was  Medeon,  and  near  it  on  the  eaft  fide  Onchseftus,  and  fouth  of  the  lake 
towards  the  eaft  end  Haliartus,  which  might  be  at  a  ruined  place  in  the  middle  way 
between  Livadia  and  Thebes,  which  the  common  people  fay  was  old  Thebes :  Mount 
Citha;ron  is  probably  that  mountain  we  had  to  the  left,  which  extended  to  the  moun- 
tains ot  Megara.  The  plain  in  which  the  lake  of  Topolia  lies,  feems  to  be  about 
twelve  miles  long  and  fix  broad,  that  is,  between  thirty  and  forty  miles  in  circumference, 
though  Strabo  makes  it  to  be  near  fifty  ;  the  reafon  why  it  is  called  at  prefent  rather  a 
marfti  than  a  lake,  is,  that  in  fummer  the  v/ater  does  not  appear,  all  being  overgrown 
with  reeds,  though  it  has  always  water  and  fifli  in  it.  There  are  feveral  pools  about 
the  plain,  which  probably  have  a  communication  one  with  another,  and  in  winter  the 
water  rifes  very  much  ;  all  over  it  there  are  dry  fpots,  which  are  improved,  and  alfo 
fome  villages  :  where  the  water  remained  it  appeared  green,  the  other  parts  looking 
white  in  the  feafon  of  autumn,  when  we  palled  that  way  :  this  lake  overflowed  in  fuch 
a  manner,  that  it  once  deftroyed  two  hundred  towns  and  villages  :  it  is  very  obferv- 
able  in  this  lake,  that  though  the  Cephiflus,  and  many  ftreams  fall  into  it,  yet  there 
are  only  fubterraneous  paflfages  out  of  it,  which  are  faid  to  be  fixty,  and  are  feen  about 
Topolia.  Strabo  mentions  a  fubterraneous  paflfage  from  it  to  lake  Hylica,  and  there  is  a 
lake  at  fome  diftance  to  the  north  of  Thebes,  and  of  the  hills,  which  is  now  called  the 
lake  of  Thebes,  being  about  fix  miles  over  every  way  :  it  is  probable  that  thefe  lakes 
and  niorafiy  grounds  had  fuch  influence  on  the  air  of  Bceotia,  as  to  aftedt  the  intellcftual 
faculties  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  country,  infomuch  that  aBceotian  genius  for  dullnefs 
became  a  proverb  of  reproach. 

We  arrived  at  Thebes  about  twenty-four  miles  from  Livadia  :  this  city  is  faid  to 
have  been  firft  founded  by  Cadmus,  on  the  fpot  where  the  Arx-Cadmia  was  fituated  ; 
and  here  Amphion  is  faid  to  have  made  the  ftones  dance  into  their  places  by  the  force 
of  his  mufic  :  but  the  city  was  fo  deftroyed  by  Alexander  the  great,  that  it  never  Avell 
recovered  itfelf  afterwards ;  it  produced  many  great  men,  as  Pindar,  Epaminondas, 
Pelopidas,  Hercules,  and  Bacchus  ;  it  is  faid  to  be  fituated  on  the  river  Ifmenus,  which, 
I  luppofe,  is  at  fome  diftance  to  the  north  :  the  city  is  in  a  plain  about  five  leagues 
long  and  four  miles  broad ;  but  the  ground  about  Thebes  is  uneven,  being  divided 
into  many  little  low  hills  by  torrents  which  come  from  the  mountains,  and  on  one  of 
thefe  hills  the  prefent  town  is  fituated,  which  is  about  a  mile  in  circumference ;  it  is 
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fuppofed  to  be  the  fpot  on  which  the  antient  city  "ft'as  founded  by  Cadaius,  which  was 
called  Arx-Cadmia.  To  the  eaft  is  another  hill  of  greater  extent,  and  rather  lower, 
which  plainly  appears  to  have  been  built  on ;  and  upon  thefe  two  hills,  and  the  valley 
between  them,  the  antient  city  feems  to  have  been  fituated  ;  there  is  nothing  to  be 
feen  of  the  ruins  of  it,  except  fome  little  remains  of  the  city,  or  caftlewall,  to  the  weft, 
near  a  large  fquare  tower,  by  which  it  appears  that  the  v/alls  were  cafed  with  grey 
marble  both  infide  and  out,  one  tier  fet  up  an  end  remaining  ;  fo  that  probably  they 
were  built  after  that  very  antient  Greek  manner  one  tier  fet  up  an  end,  and  tlie  other  laid 
flat :  there  is  alfo  an  old  gate  ftanding  ten  feet  wide,  and  arched  over,  all  of  large  hev.n 
ftone,  which,  if  I  miftake  not,  was  made  for  a  portcullis,  but  without  any  ornament 
whatfoevcr.  There  is  a  fountain  to  the  fouth  of  the  town,  and  the  water  for  the  ufe 
of  the  city  is  conveyed  in  channels  along  the  ground  from  the  fouth-caft,  palling  over 
the  valley  to  the  hill  on  fome  modem  arches.  They  fay  there  -were  a  hundred  churches 
in  and  about  the  town,  fome  of  which  are  in  repair  ;  fragments  of  infcri{)tions  have 
been  found  about  them,  and  I  faw  fome  Corinthian  capitals  of  the  fineft  workmanfliip. 
An  archbilhop  refides  here,  and  a  waiwode  and  cadi,  there  being  in  the  town  about 
two  hundred  Greek  houl'es,  fevcnty  of  the  Jews,  and  a  thoufmd  of  the  Turks.  There 
are  fome  hills  to  the  north  of  Thebes  at  fome  diflance,  which  intercept  the  view  of  the 
lake.  It  is  about  eighteen  miles  from  this  city  to  the  pafllige  to  the  Negropont,  and 
Athens  is  about  thirty-fix  miles  both  from  the  antient  Aulis  and  from  Thebes. 

I  went  at  Thebes  to  the  kane,  and  the  next  day  moved  to  the  houfe  of  a  prieft  ; 
and  the  archbifliop  of  Thebes  hearing  of  me,  fent  and  defired  to  fee  me.  I  was  very 
courtcoufly  entertained  by  him,  and  met  the  archbilhop  of  iEgina  at  his  houfe,  who 
was  making  a  progrefs  to  colleft  chanty  for  his  church.  I  faw  two  hills  in  the  plain  to  the 
north-weft,  and  they  fliewed  me  a  hill  to  the  north  north-weft,which  they  faid  wasPlatasa, 
but  that  place  was  near  the  road  from  Athens  to  IVIegara. 

We  fet  out  for  Athens  on  the  twenty-feventh.  The  road  leading  to  that  city 
goes  to  the  eaft  for  about  fix  miles ;  it  then  turns  to  the  fouth  over  fome  low  hills, 
and  at  length  erodes  the  mountains  callcil  Ozia,  which  are  the  antient  mount  Pente- 
licus,  famous  for  its  fine  marble :  having  afcended  to  the  height  of  it,  we  came  to 
Phyle  on  a  high  rock  towards  tlie  dcfcent  on  the  other  fide,  to  which  Thrafibulus 
fled,  when  he  was  expelled  by  the  thirty  tyrants,  whom  he  afterwards  drove  out  ;  the 
top  of  the  hill,  not  half  a  mile  in  circumference,  is  fortified  with  ftrong  walls,  which 
are  almoft  entire  ;  there  is  a  view  of  Athens  from  it,  though  it  is  at  ten  miles  diftance : 
defcending  the  iiill  we  faw  a  road  to  the  left,  leading  to  a  convent  between  the  moun- 
tains, which  is  called  Panaiea,  and  palling  by  Calfia  we  came  into  the  plain  of  Attica, 
in  which  Athens  Hands:  this  plain  is  about  two  leagues  broad,  and  three  in  length, 
from  mount  Hymcttus  on  the  eaft,  to  the  hills  towards  Eleufis;  but  north  of 
mount  Hymettus  it  extends  to  the  eaft  to  the  fta  towards  Porto  Rafti,  w  hich  is  near 
the  promontory  Sunium,  and  to  the  north  towards  Marathon,  where  Miltiades 
defeated  the  Pcrfians:. 

Cii.'VP.  X.  — Of  Athens. 

TO  the  weft  of  mount  Ilymettus,  which  was  famous  for  its  honey  and  fine  martite, 
there  is  a  range  of  lower  hilh;  ;  that  which  is  nearell  to  Athens  is  mount  Anchefinus  : 
Athens  was  about  a  mile  to  the  fouth-weft  of  it,  on  a  hill,  which  on  every  fide, 
fxceptto  the  weft,  is  almoft  a  perpendicular  rock  ;  it  is  about  three  furlongs  in  length, 
ujid  ojic  in  breadth  j  this  hill  was  the  antient  Acropolis,  lirll  cidled  Cecropia  j  to  the 
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north  of  tv-hlch  the  prefent  city  of  Athens  is  built,  as  the  antient  city  in  length  of 
time  probably  extended  all  round  it ;  the  walls,  I  fuppofe,  being  thofe  modern  ones 
with  which  it  was  defended  when  It  was  under  the  Venetians. 

Two  rivers  watered  the  plain,  one  the  Iliffus,  which  run  between  mount  Anchefmus 
and  mount  Hymettus,  and  fo  pafled  to  the  eafl  of  Athens.  The  Eridanus  ran  in  the 
plain  to  the  weft  of  the  city,  and  being  divided  into  many  parts  to  water  their  olive 
gardens,  it  becomes  a  very  inconfiderable  ftream,  as  the  other  is  quite  loft,  by  diverting 
it  into  their  fields. 

Athens  is  fituated  about  two  miles  from  the  fea,  was  built  by  its  firft  king  Cecrops, 
who  was  fucceeded  by  feveral  kings  to  Codrus  ;  after,  him  it  was  governed  by  Arcons, 
at  firft  made  during  life,  and  afterwards  for  ten  years,  and  laft  of  all  yearly :  they 
were  conquered  fucceflively  by  the  Perfians,  Macedonians,  and  Romans,  and  for  five 
or  fix  ages  paft  the  city  has  undergone  a  great  variety  of  fortune,  and  notwithftanding 
•there  are  great  remains  of  its  antient  grandeur,  which  are  proofs  in  what  a  degree  of 
perfeftion  the  noble  arts  of  fculpture  and  architecture  flourilhed  in  this  city,  which  was 
the  mother  of  arts  and  civil  polity. 

The  afcent  to  Acropolis  is  at  the  weft  end  ;  there  are  three  gates  to  be  paffcd 
through  in  the  way  to  the  top  of  the  hill  ;  the  propylsum  was  probably  about  the 
third  gate,  which  was  built  at  a  great  expence  ;  there  is  a  fniall  fquare  tower  remaining 
a  little  way  within  it,  which  feems  to  be  of  great  antiquity,  as  I  obferved  by  that 
antient  manner  of  laying  the  ftone  fo  often  mentioned ;  it  has  only  a  cornice  round 
at  top,  and  is  not  twenty  feet  fquare ;  it  is  faid  that  it  was  adorned  with  fluted  Ionic 
pillars,  and  a  rich  frieze  covered  with  reliefs,  and  probably  thofe  reliefs  which  I  faw 
on  the  wall  within  the  gate  were  part  of  them ;  but  this  colonnade  does  not  remain, 
and  the  caftle  wall  is  built  almoft  all  round  it.  This  might  be  the  temple  of  victory 
without  wings,  built  near  the  wall  from  which  ^geus  the  father  of  Thefeus  threw 
himfelf  down,  when  expecting  his  fon,  and  not  feeing  the  fignal  agreed  on,  he  appre- 
hended he  was  dead ;  or  it  might  be  part  of  the  propylaeum,  and  have  another  anfwering 
to  it  ;  and  if  fo,  the  afcent  probably  was  winding  along  the  weft  fide,  and  the  grand 
entrance  might  be  from  the  fouth,  probably  by  a  magnificent  flight  of  fteps,  near  to 
the  fouth-weft  corner  of  the  hill.  This  tower  is  not  above  twenty  feet  to  the  fouth 
of  the  weft  wing  of,  what  is  called,  the  arfenal  of  Lycurgus,  which  might  cither  be 
the  temple  of  winds,  or  the  citadel  mentioned  here  by  Paufanias,  or  a  building  he 
fpeaks  of  to  the  left  of  the  temple  of  Viftory,  in  which  he  defcribes  feveral  very  famous 
paintings  :  it  is  a  building  of  the  antient  Doric  order,  having  a  wing  on  each  fide  to 
the  fouth,  in  wliich  there  feems  to  have  been  two  pillars  ;  the  temple  probably  opened 
to  the  fouth  with  fix  pillars  in  front,  and  a  colonnade  of  three  more  on  each  fide 
leading  to  a  door,  which  has  two  fmallcr  doors  on  each  fide  of  it.  Thefc  inner  pillars 
are  higher  than  the  others,  as  if  they  had  fupported  fome  covering,  and  it  is  polllblc 
there  might  be  two  other  rows  of  pillars  within.  There  was  alio  a  portico  with  a 
colonnade  in  the  other  front,  and  there  are  rooms  under  tlic  whole. 

From  this  temple  we  went  to  the  famous  temple  of  Minerva  called  Parthenon,  it 
was  built  under  Pericles  by  letinus  the  architcft.  As  it  is  of  that  plain  Doric  order 
before  mentioned,  it  may  be  queftioncd  whether  the  other  more  beautiful  orders  were 
invented  when  it  was  built,  as  one  would  imagine  they  would  have  embelliflred  this 
temple  in  the  fineft  manner  of  thofe  times,  when  they  beftowed  fo  much  expence  on 
it :  it  was  miferably  fliattered  in  the  late  Venetian  wars  ;  for  the  powder  being  kept 
in  it,  a  bomb  of  the  Venetians  happened  to  fall  in  by  the  hole,  which  was  in  the 
middle  of  llic  arch,  to  give  light  within,  which  blew  up  tl:e  temple  ;  fo  that  only  the 
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wefl  end  remains  entire,  and  the  pillars  and  pediment  of  the  eafl:  end.      The  fluted 
pillars  are  very  large  in  proportion  to  their  height,  and  being  unthout  bafe  or  pedellal,- 
have  not  fo  much  as  a  fillet  at  bottom  :  two  tier  of  columns  are  mentioned  by  fome- 
modern  writers  as  round  the  infide,  and  to  have  made  a  gallery,  of  which  there  is 
now  no  fign,  and  probably  this  was  a  Chriftiau  work  ;  but  the  iemicircle  at  the  eaft 
end,  which  is  almofi:  effential  to  a  Greek  church,  as  well  as  the  pillars  of  the  altar 
are  fhown.     I  faw  the  fign  of  the  wall  which  feparated  the  inner  part  of  the  temple 
from  the  pronaos,  or  ante-temple,  and  as  there   were  two  entrances   to   the  temple, 
it  is  probable  there  was  a  pronaos  at  each  end,  as  there  was  at  the  temple  of  Thefeus, 
only  with  this  difference,  that  the  pronaos  there  is  open,  having  only  two  pillars  in 
froiit ;  one  of  them  remains  entire,  and  there  are  figns  within  of  the  wall  of  the  other. 
It   appears  norwithflanding  that  there  were  folding  doors  at  the  entrance  from  the 
portico  to  the  weft,  as  by  opening  and  llmtting  them  they  had  worn  the  marble  pave- 
ment.    Probably  they  placed  in  the  middle  ])art  of  the  temple,  that  famous  ftatue  of 
Minerva  which  was  dedicated  by  all  the  Athenians,  and  was  faid  by  the  vulgar  to  have 
fallen  down  from   heaven.     At  each  end  of  the  temple  of  Minerva  there  is  a  double 
colonade,  and  from  the  floor  on  which  the  outer  row  fl;ands  there  are  two  fteps  up 
to  the  fecond  colonade,  each  a  foot  deep,  fo  that  thofe  pillars  are  near  two  feet  fliorter 
than  the  outer  row,  and  the  pillars  on  each  fide  are  on  a  pavement  about  half  a  foot 
lower  than  the  inner  row.     This  made  me  imagine  that  pollibly  the  outer  pillars  were  an 
addition  in  the  time  of  Adrian,  to  ereft  on  them  thofe  magnificent  pediments,  which 
were  doubtlefs  the  finefl;  adorned  of  any  in  the  world,  and  the  ornaments  appear  to 
have  been  made  in  Adrian's  time,  his   ftatue  and  that  of  his  emprefs  Sabina  being 
among  them  ;   they  are  very  fingular  in  their  kind,  not  being  reliefs  but  entire  figures 
of  the  finefl:  fl;atucs,  which  appear  as  big  as  life,  being  hiflory  pieces  ;   that  to  the  weft, 
Paufanias  fays,  reprefented  the  birth  of  Minerva.     1  faw  in  the  pediment  one  naked 
figure  fitting,  two   clothed,  a  woman  as  in  a  pofture  of  walking,  all   without  heads, 
and  two  bodies  in   the  middle ;   one  ftanding,  and  x\drian  fitting  with  his  arms  round 
a  woman,  and  a  naked   figure  fallen  down  ;  the  hiftory  on  the  eaftern  pediment  was 
the  difpute  berween  iVIinerva  and  Neptune  about  naming  the  city ;  where  I  faw  re- 
maining  the  head  of  a  horfe,  a  naked  man  which  was  fitting  fallen  down,  two  men 
fitting,  tiieir  heads  being   broke  oft",  one  like   a  woman  as  flying, 'the  head  likewife 
gone ;  the  middle  part  was   all  deftroyed  ;  and  on  the   other  fide  there  remain  only 
rhree  broken  figures  :  there  were  in  each  of  them  at  leall  a  dozen  rtatues  bigger 
than  the  life,  befides  a  carriage  and  two  horfes  in  one ;  fo  that  if  this  ornament  was 
not  originally  dcfigned,  it  is  improbable   that  a  pediment  fliould   be  made   capable  of 
receiving  them,  and  by  making  the  pillars  in  front  longer,  thev  gave  a  lighter  air  to 
the  building  ;  whereas  if  the  double  colonnade  had  been  at  firft  defigncd,  there  would 
have  been  the  fame  reafon  for  making  all  the  pillars  of  one  length,  and  it  muft  rather 
have  offended  the  fight,  to  fee  the  pillars  on  each  fide  much  Ihorter  than  thofe  in  the 
front.     All  round  between  the  triglyphs  in  the  frieze,  there  are  moft  exquifite  alt- 
reliefs  of  combats    with  centaurs,    lions,    and  many  on  horfes ;    anil  all  round  the 
temple  ©n  the  outfide  of  the   walls  there  arc   molt  beautiful   bafs-reliefs  in  the  frieze, 
which  is  three  feet  four  inches  deep,  being  chiefly  proceflions  and  fiicrifices,  and  was 
a  work  of  immenfe  coft  ;  but   they  are  not  feen  to  advantage ;  and  if  thcfe  and  the 
other  reliefs   are  of  the   lame  ilate  as  the  temple,  they  are  on  the  fuppofition  I  have 
made  in  relation  to  the  hiltory  of  architedurc,  a  proof  that  fculpturewas  in  tliegreateft 
perfedion,  when  architedure  was  not  arrived  at  iti  higheft  improvements. 

About 
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About  fixty  paces  to  the  nurth  of  the  temple  of  Minerva  in  the  Acropolis  of 
Athens,  is  a  temple,  vhich  is  fuppofed  to  be  the  Erettheion  ;  Paufanias  fays  it  was 
a  double  temple ;  what  now  remains  feems  to  be  only  one  part  of  it ;  the  building 
is  of  a  very  beautiful  Ionic  order,  fluted  within  eight  inches  of  the  capital,  which  fpacc 
is  carved  with  bafs-reliefs  of  flowers ;  the  cufhion  of  the  bafe  is  fluted  horizontally,  as 
defcribed  in  Caria  ;  the  pilaflers  at  the  end  of  the  wall  appear  as  if  they  were  Doric, 
but  in  reality  are  only  the  cornice  between  the  pillars  continued  round  on  the  pilafters, 
and  below  it  the  relief  of  flowers  is  likewife  continued  on  them :  the  building  extends 
in  length  from  eall  to  weft,  the  other  part  feeming  to  have  been  to  the  eaft ;  at  the 
wefl:  end  there  is  a  fmall  door,  not  in  the  middle  ;  and  above,  it  is  adorned  with 
Ionic  pilafliers,  which  are  about  three  quarters  of  a  circle  ;  at  the  eaft  end  are  fix 
pillars  of  a  portico  with  fteps  up  to  them  ;  it  appears  that  there  was  a  wall  to  the  weft 
of  them  ;  and  it  is  to  be  fuppofed  that  the  weft  end  of  the  eaft  temple  correfponded  to 
this,  at  a  proper  diftance  to  the  eaft ;  the  room  feems  to  have  been  divided  into  three 
parts ;  to  the  weftern  part  on  the  fouth  fide  was  a  portico  from  which  there  was  a  door 
now  almoft  buried  under  ground ;  this  portico  confifted  of  a  colonade  of  cariatides 
four  in  front,  and  one  more  on  each  (ide,  as  it  is  to  be  fuppofed,  though  there  is  now 
only  one  on  the  weft  fide  ;  they  are  very  fine  ftatues  of  women,  with  beautiful  drapery, 
and  their  trefies  hanging  down  in  a  fine  manner ;  they  are  feven  feet  long  ;  each  of 
them  has  over  its  head  two  quarter  rounds  adorned  with  eggs  and  darts ;  thefe  mem- 
bers are  round  ;  over  them  there  is  a  fquare  broad  fillet  which  fupports  the  entablature, 
and  if  there  were  fix  more  fuch  ftatues  to  the  other  temple,  they  might  be  the  nine 
Mufes,  and  the  three  Graces,  unlefs  they  might  be  the  daughters  of  Erecfheus,  who 
were  l"o  renowned  for  their  virtue:  on  the  north  fide  there  is  a  portico  of  four  pillars 
in  front,  and  one  more  on  each  fide :  the  whole  is  built  of  marble,  the  walls  being 
two  feet  thick,  and  the  pilhrs  of  this  beautiful  building  are  all  of  hewn  ftone.  It  is 
remarkable  that  there  vi'as  a  well  of  fait  water  in  this  temple,  concerning  which  they 
had  fome  fabulous  ftories. 

At  the  fouth-weft  foot  of  the  hill  are  the  remains  of  the  theatre  of  Bacchus;  it  is 
built  of  large  hewn  ftone  ;  in  tlie  wall  of  the  femicircle,  oppofite  to  the  fcene,  are  two 
arches  at  an  equal  diftance  from  the  middle  of  the  theatre :  there  are  thirty  arches 
which  extend  to  the  eaft  from  the  theatre,  they  feem  to  have  been  an  aqueducl:,  the 
ground  is  rifen  to  the  fpring  of  the  arches :  fome  have  taken  this  to  be  the  portico  of 
Eumenes,  though  they  do  not  feem  to  have  been  arches  of  that  kind  :  on  the  fiime  fide 
of  the  hill,  towards  the  fouth-eaft  corner,  there  is  a  grot  cut  into  the  rock  about 
twenty  feet  wide,  and  twenty-fix  long,  with  a  particular  fort  of  Doric  frontifpiece  : 
the  -whole  is  crowned  with  a  work,  on  which  are  two  infcriptions  relating  to  two  vic- 
tories gained  at  the  games  by  two  tribes ;  and  the  archons  mentioned  in  the  infcrip- 
tions  fliow  it  to  be  of  great  antiquity  ;  there  is  a  plinth  over  it  as  for  a  ftatue,  and  on  one 
fide  on  the  hill  is  a  ftone  cut  like  a  concave  dial ;  to  the  weft  of  the  front  of  the  grotto 
are  two  or  three  niches  cut  in  the  rock,  probably  for  ftatues  ;  and  a  little  higher  on 
theJiill  are  two  Corinthian  pillars;  this  has  been  thought  to  be  the  grotto  in  which 
Apollo  had  his  amours  with  Creufa,  daughter  of  Eredheus ;  but  that  is  defcribed  as 
a  little  below  the  Propyla;um,  defcending  from  the  iiill,  and  muft  have  been  either 
at  the  weft  end,  or  very  near  it,  either  on  the  north  or  fouth  fides,  and  probably  was 
that  which  in  Fanelli's  plan  is  called  the  grotto  of  Nineveh,  or  rather  Niobe,  as  it  is 
called  in  a  Venetian  plan  of  Acropolis  ;  fo  that  this  building  feems  to  have  been  eredled 
on  another  ocrafion  to  fome  deity  by  thofe  two  tribi  s  which  had  gained  the  viclories ; 
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Unlefs  we  can  fuppofe  that  the  way  from  Acropolis  extended  all  down  t!ie  fide  of  the 
hill  ;  and  even  then  it  is  not  probable  that  this  ihould  be  that  temple,  as  it  is  mentioned 
under  the  Propylffium. 

Further  to  the  eaft,  at  the  fouth-eaft  corner  of  the  hill,  is  that  curious  fmall 
building,  commonly  called  the  lantern  of  Demolthenes  ;  but  it  is  faid  to  be  a  temple 
of  Hercules,  built  in  all  probability  on  the  occafion  of  the  victory  of  the  tribe  Acamantis, 
when  Euainetus  was  archon,  which  was  in  the  hundred  and  eleventh  Olympiad,  that 
is,  in  the  four  hundred  and  eighteenth  year  of  Rome,  as  appeared  by  an  infcription 
on  the  architrave  now  defaced  or  hid,  the  convent  of  the  Capuchins  being  built  round 
the  greater  part  of  it ;  this  circular  building  is  of  the  Corinthian  order  iluted,  having 
fix  pillars  round  it  :  there  are  two  tripodcs  cut  between  the  pillars  in  has  relief;  from 
thefe  to  the  folid  bafement  the  wall  between  them  confifts  of  one  flone  ;  the  architrave 
and  frieze  alio  all  round  are  of  one  (lone  in  depth  ;  the  cornice  is  compofed  of  feven 
ilones,  and  the  whole  is  crowned  with  a  fingle  ftone  hollowed  within ;  it  is  adorned 
on  the  outfide  with  leaves,  and  on  the  top  there  is  an  ornament  which  is  very  much 
defaced,  but  is  fomcthing  like  a  Corinthian  capital  :  the  reliefs  of  combats  round  the 
frieze,  which  are  alio  defaced,  are  faid  by  fome  to  be  the  labours  of  Hercules. 

To  the  fouth-wefl  of  Acropolis  is  the  hill  called  Areopagus  ;  it  is  directly  fouth 
of  the  temple  of  Tiiefeus,  and  has  its  name  from  the  trial  of  Mars  there  on  account 
of  the  murder  of  Hallirrhothius  ;  it  is  a  rocky  hill  not  very  high.  The  place  of  judi- 
cature, which  was  aftenvards  fixed  to  that  very  fpot  where  Mars  was  tried,  feems  to 
have  been  to  the  north  of  the  height  of  the  hill ;  it  makes  a  large  femicircle  to  the 
north,  and  the  fide  of  the  hill  that  way  is  fupported  by  a  wall  of  very  large  ftones, 
and  makes  part  of  a  circle,  but  does  not  rife  above  the  ground  of  the  area  ;  to  the 
fouth  of  it  in  the  middle,  there  is  a  fort  of  tribunal,  cut  in  the  rock  as  for  a  throne, 
with  fleps  up  to  it  on  each  fide,  and  in  the  middle  ;  and  at  fome  diitance  on  each  fide 
arc  four  fteps  cut  in  the  rock  to  the  higher  part  of  the  hill :  it  was  at  this  place  that 
St.  Paul  would  have  taught  the  Athenians  the  knowledge  of  that  God  whom  they 
ignorantiy  worlhipped. 

To  the  eaft  of  the  hill  of  Areopagus  is  the  high  hill  called  the  Mufi\:um,  from  the 
po'jt  Mufa'us,  who  ufcd  to  rehearfe  his  verfes  there,  and  v/as  buried  on  that  fpot ; 
it  is  direclly  fouth  of  tlie  theatre  of  Bacchus ;  this  place  Wiis  well  fortified  by  Deme- 
trius. There  are  feveral  grottos,  probably  for  fepulchres,  cut  in  the  rock  round  it ; 
and  on  the  top  ot  the  hill  are  remains  of  a  very  magnificent  mcmument  of  white 
marble,  which  is  a  proof  both  of  the  perfedion  of  architecture  ami  fculpture  in 
Athens  ;  it  is  a  finali  part  of  a  circle,  about  fifteen  feet  wide  on  the  outfide  ;  to 
the  fouth  there  is  a  bafement  about  ten  feet  above  the  ground,  over  which  on  four 
ftones  feven  feet  nhie  inches  deep,  there  are  reliofi^  as  big  as  liio;  begiiming  from 
the  weft  is  the  figure  of  a  ni;m,  then  one  in  a  car  drawn  by  four  horfes  abreall  led 
by  one  man,  another  fingle  man ;  and  further  to  the  eaft  tive  mt-n  ftand  clofe  one 
belore  another  ;  if  the  building  was  perfcdt  to  the  eaft,  it  appears  plainly  it  is  ruined 
to  the  weft,  and  that  a  third,  and  it  may  be  a  fourth  pilafter  is  wanting  on  that  fide ; 
between  the  two  pilhus  to  the  eait  there  is  an  oblong  fquare  niche,  in  which  there 
is  a  Itatue  fitting,  and  under  it  tliis  infcriptiou  UMlAT.'i^  ANTIOXOI  BASlAEilS 
A[Nrioxo-f],  fuppofed  to  be  the  anceftor  of  the  perfon  reprefented  fitting  in  a  larger 
niche  to  the  weft  with  a  femicircular  top,  under  which  ftatue  is  the  name  of  the 
perfon  to  whom  this  monument  is  fuppofed  to  be  erected  <^^AO^A^rK»^:  Eni'I>ANOTX 
.  IIIA.ET. ;  it  is  alio  fuppofed,  that  to  the  weft  there  was  another  niche  and  ftatue 
of  fome  other  anceftor  of  this  nerlon  ;  the  other  fide  of  this  IjuildinT  was  adorned 
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with  Corinthian  pllafters  correfponding  to  thefe,  two  of  them  only  remainitig ;  on 
one  fide  of  the  pilafters,  between  the  ftatues,  is  a  Latin  infcription  to  the  honour  of 
Antiochus  Philopappus ;  and  though  this  infcription  is  iinperfecl,  yet  it  may  be  ga- 
thered from  it  that  he  was  a  conful,  and  preferred  to  the  prtetorian  order  by  Trajan  : 
probably  this  monument  is  the  fame  as  that  mentioned  by  Paufanias,  only  under  the 
name  of  a  Syrian  ;  who  might  fome  way  or  other  dei'ive  his  pedigree  from  the  kings  of 
Syria  of  the  name  of  Antiochus. 

At  fome  little  diftance  to  the  eafl:  on  the  plain  there  is  a  fountain,  which  may  be 
Enneacrunos  ;  and  further  eafl  are  the  remains  of  the  city  of  Adrian,  as  it  is  called  on 
a  man-nificent  gate  to  it,  which  is  like  a  triumphal  arch  ;  it  had  alfo  the  name  of  new 
Athens,  and  I  found  an  infcription  to  the  honour  of  Adrian,  put  up,  it  may  be,  by  the 
council  and  people  of  the  citizens  of  both  cities  ;  though  it  is  to  be  looked  on  as  apart 
of  Athens ;  it  being  only  a  compliment  to  give  it  the  name  of  the  emperor.  This 
gate,  which  fronts  to  the  weft  and  eaft  is  of  the  Corinthian  order,  and  very  magnificent ; 
the  capitals  of  the  pilafters  are  very  particular.  This  little  city  of  Adrian  probably 
confifted  only  of  a  few  public  buildings  erected  by  him,  and  was  enclofed  by  a  wall 
built  with  buttreffes,  extending  from  the  gate  to  the  fouth,  and  it  may  be  as  far  to 
the  north  ;  there  are  no  other  remains  of  this  city,  except  fome  very  magnificent 
fluted  Corinthian  pillars  to  the  number  of  feventeen,  being  fix  feet  in  diameter,  and 
confifting  of  fixteen  ftones  in  the  fhaft,  each  about  three  feet  deep ;  by  meafuring  their 
diftances,  I  could  fee  that  there  were  fix  rows,  and  about  twenty  pillars  in  each, 
which  make  in  all  a  hundred  and  twenty  ;  and  Paufanius  fays,  there  were  a  hundred 
and  twenty  pillars  of  Phrygian  marble  in  that  temple,  which  was  built  to  Jupiter 
Panellenius,  and  Juno,  and  to  all  the  gods.  The  grand  gate  does  not  feem  to  have 
correfponded  to  this  building,  as  it  is  not  parallel  with  the  pillars ;  fo  that  probably 
this  gate  led  to  the  library  and  gymnafium  adjoining  to  the  temple,  in  which  he  fays 
there  were  a  hundred  pillars  of  Libyan  marble  :  on  two  of  the  pillars  there  is  a  wall 
built  with  three  paffagcs  in  it,  one  over  another,  and  openings  at  the  fides  like  windows 
and  doors,  which  have  made  fome  imagine,  that  the  palace  of  Adrian  was  built  on  thofe 
high  pillars,  which  would  indeed  have  been  a  very  bold  work  ;  but  this  wall  appears 
to  be  modern,  being  built,  as  may  be  feen,  after  part  of  the  entablature  was  broken 
down  ;  and  they  pretend  to  fay,  that  fome  hermit  lived  in  that  airy  building. 

To  the  fouth  of  this  part  of  the  city,  near  the  bed  of  the  Iliifus,  there  is  a  ftanding 
water,  and  two  ruined  conduits, which  they  call  the  fountain  Callirrhoe,  and  on  the  height, 
«n  the  other  fide  of  the  Iliflus,  are  remains  of  a  beautiful  fmall  temple,  which  is  almoft 
entire,  and  was  the  temple  of  Ceres  Chloe  ;  it  is  built  of  very  white  marble,  the  walls 
being  of  one  ftone  in  thicknefs,  the  front  is  to  the  weft,  and  had,  I  fuppofe,  four  pillars 
before  the  portico ;  the  culhion  of  the  bafe  is  fluted  horizontally  ;  and  the  work  of 
the  bafe  ranges  round  the  temple  and  the  infide  of  the  portico  ;  there  were  four  fteps 
afl  round  on  the  outfide ;  this  temple  was  converted  into  a  Greek  church ;  but  it  is 
not  now  ufed  by  the  Chriftians.  There  is  no  water  in  the  bed  of  the  antient  river 
Iliflus  except  when  the  winter  torrents  run  from  the  mountains,  the  waters  being 
diverted  above  to  their  gardens  and  olive  trees :  continuing  along  to  the  north  by  the 
bed  of  this  river,  we  came  to  a  large  bridge  over  it  of  hewn  ftone,  confifting  of  four 
arches,  each  twenty  feet  wide  :  on  the  weft  end  of  it  is  the  front  of  a  building,  which 
they  hy,  is  the  remains  of  a  nunnery  that  was  on  the  bridge  before  the  Turks  had 
poflefiion  of  the  country.  This  bridge  leads  to  the  Circus,  on  the  foot  of  mount 
Hymettus  above  half  a  mile  from  the  city ;  it  was  about  two  hundred  and  feventy 
paces  long,  aad  fjsty-two  wide  j    the  feats  were  built  up  the  fide  of  the  hill,   but 
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nothing  remains  of  it,  except  a  fniall  part  of  the  wall  on  each  fide  of  the  entrance.  On 
one  fide,  towards  the  further  end,  is.  a  paflage  up  to  the  height  over  it,  hollowed 
through  the  rock,  which  feems  to  have  been  done  for  the  fake  of  bringing  the  flone  ; 
though  the  common  people  fay,  that  the  conquered  at  the  games  went  off  that  way, 
not  to  have  the  difgrace  to  return  in  the  face  of  the  people. 

Near  a  mile  to  the  north-weft  is  mount  Anchefmus,  called  St.  Georgio,  from  a 
church  on  it  of  that  name  ;  what  is  commonly  taken  for  Anchefmus,  is  a  fmall  high 
rocky  hill,  about  a  mile  to  the  north  north-eaft  of  Athens  ;  though  it  is  probable  that 
the  whole  chain  of  low  hills  which  runs  to  the  north  between  the  two  rivers  went  by 
that  name.  On  the  foot  of  this  hill  towards  the  town  are  two  Ionic  pillars,  fupport- 
ing  their  entablature,  each  of  them  confifts  of  two  flones  in  the  Ihaft,  which  rife  about 
fourteen  feet  above  the  ground,  and  are  two  feet  four  inches  in  diameter.  On  tlie 
eaftern  pillar  are  figns  of  the  fpring  of  an  arch,  fo  that  it  is  to  be  fuppofed  an  arch 
was  turned  from  it,  and  that  there  were  two  pillars  on  the  other  fide  ;  it  is  probable 
that  on  this  arch  was  the  remaining  part  of  the  infcription,  which,  if  it  were  perfect, 
is  fuppofed  to  fignify  that  Antoninus  Pius  finiflied  the  aqueduct  in  new  Athens,  which 
was  begun  by  Adiian  ;  for  this  feems  to  have  been  a  portico  to  a  refervoir,  of  which 
I  thought  I  faw  fome  figns,  there  being  an  area  cut  to  the  north  into  the  hill,  with 
fome  little  remains  of  the  wall  round  it  about  forty  feet  v.ide,  and  a  hundred  long  j 
the  water  was  probably  brought  round  the  hill  to  this  place,  it  may  be  from  the  Iliffus  j 
and  from  this  refervoir  it  might  run  on  arches  to  the  new  city  of  Adrian. 

Going  from  the  houfe  of  the  Englifh  conful,  at  the  north-weft  foot  of  Acropolis,  I 
faw  in  a  private  yard  reniiJns  of  an  antient  wall  of  hewn  ftones,  one  tier  laid  flat,  and  the 
other  fet  up  an  end  alternately,  which  might  be  part  of  the  old  Prj'taneum.  To  the 
north  of  Acropolis  in  the  cit)'  there  are  remains  of  a  wall  of  hewn  ftone,  which  poffibly 
might  be  the  temple  of  Venus  Urania.  What  is  commonly  called  the  Temple  of 
Winds,  is  an  odagon  b'uilding,  and  remains  entire,  but  the  ground  has  rifen  within  a 
foot  of  the  top  of  the  door,  which  is  next  to  the  ftreet ;  it  was  called  by  the  antients 
the  Odtagon  Tower  of  Winds,  and  was  built  by  Andronicus  Cyrrheftes  ;  there  was  a 
weather-cock  to  it,  which  was  a  triton  that  turning  round,  with  a  wand  pointed  to  the 
wind  that  blew  j  the  top  of  it  confilts  of  a  fmall  round  ftone  about  three  feet  in 
diameter,  againft  which  there  refts  a  number  of  ftone  flabs  all  round,  which  are  about 
.  two  feet  wide  at  bottom,  and  diminifh  towards  the  top  ;  the  fmall  pillars  which 
fupport  the  cornice  within  are  of  the  fame  fluted  Doric  order  which  is  feen  in  the  other 
buildings  here :  there  is  an  entablature  on  the  outfide,  and  below  the  two  faces  of 
the  architrave  are  the  figures  of  the  winds  larger  than  life  in  mezzo  relievo  ;  the  fpace 
they  take  up  as  they  are  in  a  flying  pofture,  being  about  three  feet  and  a  half  in 
depth.  The  creatoc  of  Raphael  moving  over  the  elements  in  his  paintings  in  the 
Vatican  gallery,  is  fomething  in  this  tafte ;  over  every  one,  in  the  face  of  the  architrave, 
is  cut  the  name  of  the  wind  in  Greek ;  and  each  wind  has  fome  emblem  relating  to 
one  of  the  eight  different  feafons  of  the  year,  which  feem  to  intimate  that  fuch  a 
wind  commonly  reigns  at  that  time  ;  fo  that  dividing  the  year  into  eight  parts,  allowing 
fix  weeks  to  each  feafon,  and  beginning  with  KAIKIAS,  or  the  north-eaft,  and  v.  ith 
the  month  of  Oftober  ;  this  wind  has  a  plate  of  olives  in  its  hand,  though  I  could 
not  fee  it  diftindly,  by  reafon  that  a  tree  grows  before  it  ;  this  is  th.e  feafon  for  olives, 
which  in  antient  limc;^,  as  well  as  now,  v.cre  the  great  revenue  of  Athens  :  the  next  is 
BOPF.AS,  or  the  north  wind,  which  has  a  (hell  in  its  hand  to  (hew  the  po^ver  and 
domiiiion  of  the  fea  at  that  time  :  IKIPXIN,  the  north-welt,  is  pouring  water  out  of 
a  vafe,  being  a  rainy  wind  :  ZhiTPOI,  the  weft,  has  a  lap  full  of  flowers,  being  a  wind 
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that  reigns  p:\rt  of  February  and  Marcli :  NOTOS,  the  fouth  ;  this  and  the  following 
are  hid  by  the  houfes  built  againll  them  ;  it  probably  may  have  later  flowers,  as  Al'f , 
the  fouth-weft,  may  have  early  fruits  :  ETPOZ,  the  fouth-eaft,  holds  its  garment  as  if  it 
were  windy  ;  and  AnHAIflTHS:,  the  eaft,  has  in  the  garment  the  latter  fruits,  appks, 
peaches,  pomegranates,  oranges  and  lemons  :  feme  of  the  anticnts  called  this  the  fun- 
liial,  there  having  been  on  every  fide,  below  thcfe  figures,  a  dial,  of  v.'hich  the  lines  are 
now  feen.  The  figures  of  the  winds  are  a  greatinltance  of  the  boldnefs  of  defigning, 
and  of  the  perfection  of  fculpture  at  the  time  this  building  was  ereded. 

Within  the  prefent  town  are  the  remains  of  a  portico  of  four  pillars  fupporting  a 
pediment ;  it  is  of -that  fluted  Doric  order  already  defcribed :  this  is  commonly  called 
the  temple  of  Auguftus,  and  there  is  an  infcription  on  the  architrave  of  the  time  of 
the  Roman  emperors ;  it  is  fo  defaced  I  could  not  copy  it,  but  it  is  faid  to  be  to  the 
honour  of  Caius,  though  the  building  without  doubt  is  of  a  much  older  date,  on  what 
occafion  foever  that  infcription  was  put  up:  near  it  on  a  long  ftone,  which  miglu  be  the 
fide  of  the  door-cafe,  is  that  famous  law  of  Adrian,  concerning  the  cultom  to  be  paid 
on  the  oil  of  Athens. 

The  mod  magnificent  and  beautiful  piece  of  architetR:ure  in  this  city  is  feen  in  the 
remains  of  a  building,  which  is  faid  to  be  the  temple  of  Jupiter  Olympius  ;  which  was 
a  very  antient  temple,  faid  by  fome  to  have  been  built  by  Deucalion,  but  it  was  very 
much  adorned  and  improved  by  Adrian  ;  and  what  remains  feems  to  be  a  building  of 
that  emperor's  time  ;  the  ruins  of  a  very  large  enclofure  confirm  that  it  is  part  of  this 
temple  ;  for  it  was  four  ftadia  or  five  hundred  geometrical  paces  in  circumference  ;  the 
three  pillars  which  ftand  together  are  fluted  ;  and  the  lower  part  filled  with  cablins  of 
reeds,  is  of  one  ftone,  and  the  upper  part  of  another,  fo  joined,  that  it  is  not  eafily 
difcerned  that  they  are  of  two  ftones  ;  the  other  pillars  are  plain,  of  one  (lone,  and 
have  a  very  grand  appearance  ;  I  faw  a  rough  wall  to  the  weft  extending  above  a 
hundred  yards  to  the  north,  and  in  one  part  there  is  a  femicircular  tower. 

The  temple  of  Thefeus  is  on  the  outfide  of  the  town  to  the  weft,  being  to  the  north 
of  Areopagus,  and  to  the  north-weft  of  Acropolis ;  it  is  exadtly  the  fame  kind  of 
archite£lure  as  the  temple  of  Minerva;  two  fteps  go  all  round  the  building.  The 
pillars  in  the  portico  or  pronaos  to  the  weft  are  four  inches  above  the  bottom  of  the 
others,  and  it  had  fuch  a  portico  to  the  eaft,  for  at  that  diftance  I  faw  there  had  been  a 
wall  ;  the  Greeks  having,  I  fuppofe,  deftroyed  the  eaft  end  to  make  the  femicircular 
place  for  the  altar.  In  the  front  between  the  triglyphs  are  mezzo  relievos  of  fingle 
combats,  being  the  adlions  of  Thefeus  ;  and  from  the  corner  on  each  fide  rfte  four  fuch 
reliefs  ;  and  in  the  front  within  there  are  fine  reliefs  on  the  architrave,  which  is  con- 
tinued from  the  front  of  the  portico  or  pronaos  to  the  fide  pillars  ;  to  the  weft  are  the 
battles  of  the  LapithcC  and  the  Centaurs  ;  to  the  eaft  are  perfons  fitting  and  others  com- 
bating ;  all  in  a  fine  tafte,  and  of  excellent  workmanfhip. 

Of  the  three  ports  of  Athens,  Phalereus  and  Munychia  were  to  the  eaft  of  a  fmall 
promontory,  and  the  Pyraseum  to  the  weft  of  it ;  the  latter  is  much  frequented,  being  a 
well  enclofed  port  with  a  narrow  entrance,and  about  a  mile  in  circumference;  it  is  called 
by  the  Greeks  Porto  Drago,  and  by  the  Italians  Porto  Leone,  from  a  ftatue  of  a  lion  that 
was  there,  which  is  novv^  before  the  arfenal  at  Venice  :  the  foundations  of  a  wall  are  feen 
from  the  Pyra:eum  to  Athens,  which  probably  is  that  called  Macrotychi,  which  was 
built  in  fo  much  hafte  by  Themiftocles. 

At  Athens  I  was  recommended  to  the  Englifli  conful,  who  was  a  Greek  ;  he  accom- 
modated me  in  his  houfcj  and  introduced  me  to  the  waiwode^  to  whom  I  made  a  very 
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handfbme  prefent ;  and  on  fliewing  my  firman,  he  faid,  he  was  there  to  obey  the 
grand  fignior's  commands ;  fo  that  I  faw  every  thing  in  and  about  Athens  with  the 
utmoll  freedom. 

Chap.  XI.  —  Of  Eleufis,  Mcgara,  and  the  IJihrnus  of  Cormth. 

WE  fet  out  on  the  fourth  of  September  for  Leffina,  and  travelled  in  that  road 
which  \v;u>  called  the  Sacred  Way,  becaufe  they  went  by  it  in  proceflion  to  the  temple 
of  Ceres  and  Proferpine  :  at  the  tirft  entering  in  between  the  hills,  above  a  league  from 
Athens,  we  pafled  by  a  large  convent,  and  afterwards  near  an  oblong  fquare  building 
with  buttrelles  round  it,  which  feemed  to  be  a  ciflern,  and  in  halt  an  hour  came  to  a 
ruin  on  the  right,  which  might  be  a  fmall  temple,  there  being  many  niches  cut  in  the 
perpendicular  rock  of  the  mountain  which  is  near  it ;  this  may  be  fome  remains  of  the 
temple  of  Ceres,  Proferpine,  Minen'a  and  Apollo,  which  is  mentioned  in  this  part  by 
Paufanias.  Pafling  the  hills  we  went  clofe  by  the  fea,  in  a  road  cut  on  the  fide  of  the 
hill,  and  came  into  the  plain,  having  a  fait  lake  to  the  right,  which,  without  doubt,  is 
fome  remains  of  the  channels  called  Rheti,  from  which  a  fait  water  ran  into  the  fea ; 
infomuch  that  fome  were  of  opinion  that  the  flream  came  from  the  Euripus  of  Euba-a  : 
thefe  were  the  bounds  between  the  territories  of  the  Athenians  and  Eleufinians.  The 
Cephilfus  ran  through  tiie  Eleufuiian  territories,  and  is  laid  to  have  overflowed  Eleufis, 
f6  that  it  mufl  be  on  this  fide  of  the  hills,  though  I  did  not  obferve  any  river,  and 
probably  it  is  only  a  winter  torrent  which  fpreads  itfelf  over  the  plain.  There  are 
many  other  fables  of  thefe  parts  relating  to  Ceres,  Proferpine  and  Triptolemus,  as 
Eleufis  is  faid  to  be  the  fcence  of  their  ftory.  To  the  north-eafl  in  the  way  to  Bceotia 
was  Platxa,  where  the  army  of  Xerxes  was  routed  by  Paufanias.  Having  pafled  the 
lake,  and  coming  towards  the  bay,  I  faw  fome  broken  pillars  both  towards  the  fea  and 
to  the  right  ;  this  might  be  the  place  called  Erineon,  from  which,  they  fiy,  Pluto 
carried  Proferpine  to  his  infernal  regions  ;  for  it  is  mentioned  as  near  the  Cephilfus. 
We  turned  to  the  fouth  into  the  plain  of  Eleufis,  which  extends  about  a  league  every 
way ;  it  is  probably  the  plain  called  Rarion,  where,  they  fay,  the  firll  corn  was  fowed..* 
There  is  a  long  hill  which  divides  the  plain,  extending  to  the  eafl  within  a  mile  of 
the  fea,  and  on  the  fouth  fide  is  not  half  a  mile  from  it ;  at  the  eail  end  of  this  hill  the 
anticnt  Eleufis  was  fiuiated  ;  about  a  mile  before  we  came  to  it,  I  faw  the  ruins,  of  a. 
fmall  temple  to  the  call,  which  might  be  that  which  was  built  at  the  threfliing  floor 
of  Triptoleihus.  In  the  plain,  near  the  north  foot  of  the  hill,  are  many  pieces  of  ft ont-S 
and  pillars,  which  probably  are  the  remains  of  the  temple  of  Diana  Propyhca,  v.hich  was 
before  the  gate  of  the  city  ;  and  at  the  north  foot  of  the  hill,  (^\\  an  advanced  ground, 
there  are  many  imperfect  ruins,  pieces  of  pillars  ajul  entablatures  ;  and  d  lubtlefs  it  is 
the  fpot  of  the  temple  of  Ceres  and  Proferpine :  1  here  faw  the  fame  lort  of  Doric 
capitals  as  thofe  at  Athens,  except  that  they  had  only  three  lilfs  in  the  quarter  round 
t)f  the  capital,  and  probably  are  very  antietit.  1  liiw  likewife  a  fine  Ionic  capital,  and  one 
of  a  piialler  of  the  Corinthian  order,  which  probaldy  belonged  to  fome  later  improve- 
ments of  the  temple.  .fUl  up  the  ealt  end  of  the  hill  arc  ruins,  and  on  the  top  of  it 
are  many  ciflerns  cut  down  into  the  rock  in  the  fhape  of  jars  to  receive  the  rain 
water ;  and  to  the  weft  on  a  higher  part  of  the  hill  are  remains  of  a  tower ;  there 
is  a  ruin  in  the  plain  to  the  fouth,  probably  of  the  temple  of  Neptune  ;  there  are  alfo 
two  other  ruins  to  the  eaft,  which  are  not  far  apart ;  one  of  them  might  be  the  temple 
of  Triptolemus,  and  the  other  the  well  of  Callichorus,  where  the  women  ufed  to  dance 
and  fing  in  honour  of  the  fupreme  goddeiii  ot  Uie  place.  To  the  weft  are  the  foun- 
dations. 
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datlons  of -a  gate  of  the  city  of  grey  marble,  and  a  little  further  there  is  a  fine  trunk  of 
a  ilatue  of  a  fneep  with  a  curling  fleece  divided  down  t!ie  back ;  being  the  bead  which 
was  facrificed  to  Ceres ;  at  the  temple  of  Ceres  I  faw  t'.ie  large  buft  or  upper  part  of 
a  ftatue,  fuppofed  to  have  been  defigned  for  that  goddefs  ;  it  is  fo  large  that  it  meafured 
at  the  flioulders  five  feet  and  a  half  broad;  there  is  a  circular  fort  of  ornament  on  the 
head  above  two  feet  deep,  the  middle  part  of  which  is  adorned  with  foliages  of  oak,  as 
mentioned  by  travellers,  but  the  face  is  much  disfigured  ;  I  law  alfo  what  I  took  to  be 
an  altar  of  grey  marble,  cut  like  a  bafon  and  funk  into  tha  ground  ;  it  is  probably  of  the 
Taurobole  kind  for  facrifices,  in  the  fame  manner,  as  feveral  others  I  have  feen. 
The  preient  poor  village  of  Leffina  is  inhabited  only  by  a  few  Greek  families. 

Going  on  to  Mcgara,  which  is  fituated  with  regard  to  Eleufis  as  this  is  to  Atliens, 
and  about  the  fame  diftance,  we  went  to  the  weft  of  the  long  hill  that  divides  the 
plain,  and  on  the  fouth  fide  of  it  came  to  a  fpring  near  the  fea,  the  water  of  .which 
is  not  good ;  it  has  been  fuppofed  to  be  the  well  Anthenon,  at  which  Ceres  fat  down 
to  repofe  herfelf  after  the  fatigue  fhe  had  undergone  in  fearching  after  Proferpine. 
Paffing  to  the  fouth  over  hills  near  the  fea,  we  turned  to  the  wefl  into  the  plain  of 
Megara,  which  extends  about  three  leagues  to  the  wclf,  and  may  be  a  league  wide ; 
on  the  fouth  fide  it  has  for  half  way  thofe  hills  which  v/ere  called  mount  Nifus,  at 
the  eafl  end  of  which  Megara  was  fituated  ;  the  other  part  of  the  plain  is  bounded  to 
the  fouth  by  a  chain  of  lower  hills  extending  eaftward  to  the  fea,  being  a  little  more 
to  the  north  than  mount  Nifus  :  to  the  fouth   of  thefe  lall  liills  is  another  plain,  which 
is  to  the  eafl  of  Megara,  and  extends  about  a  league  every  way  ;  at  the  eaft  end  of  it 
is  the  port  of  Megara  called  Nifa^a,  from  the  founder  of  it,  Nifus,  the  fon  of  Pandion 
king  of  Megara.     Megara  was  partly  on  a  hill,  and  partly  on  the  plain  to   the  eafl:, 
where  there  are  remains  of  two  towers  of  a  gate  of  grey  marble,  on  which  is  that 
curious  infcription  relating  to  the  public  games.     The  city  walls  appear  to  have  been 
built  fi'om  north  to  fouth  up  the  hill ;  on  which  there  was  a  famous  temple  of  Ceres : 
to  the  fouth  of  the  city  are  remains  of  a»  fmall  round  building  cafed  with  large  pieces 
of  grey  marble,  on  which  there  are  feveral  Greek  infcriptions,  that  are  much  defaced ; 
and  though  Paufanias  gives  an  account  of  a  great  number  of  public  buildings  at  Megara, 
yet  there  are  rio  other  remains  of  them.     They  find  here  feveral  medals,  moil  of 
which  were  flruck  in  the  city.     The  whole  bay  between  the  Morea  and  Attica,  had 
the  name  of  Saronicus,  and  is  now  called  the  gulph  of  Engia,  from  the  ifland  of  that 
name,  the  old  ^gina :  the  ifland  Colouri,  the  antient  Salamis,  extends  from  the  head 
of  land  towards  the  port  of  Athens  to  the  old  promontory  Minoa,  which  is  fouth  of 
Megara  ;  Ajax  was  king  of  it,  who  fent  his  troops  and  twelve  fhips  to  the  fiege  of 
Troy.     To  the  north  of  Megara  about  a  league,  are  feveral  old  churches,  the  place 
being-called  Palaichoro,  or  the  old  village,  and  is  fuppofed  by  fome  to  be  Rhus,  men- 
tioned by  Paufanias  ;  Euclid  was  of  this  place,  and  his  fchool  was  kept  here,  his  difciples   . 
being  called  Megarici. 

"We  left  Megara  on  the  eighth,  afcended  the  high  hills  to  the  fouth,  and  faw  to  the 
wefl  under  us  the  north-eall  bay  of  the  gulph  of  Lepanto,  formerly  called  the  bay  of 
Corinth  ;  and  confequently  we  were  on  the  Iflhmus  of  Corinth,  which  is  in  Achaia. 
The  little  bay  before-mentioned  is  made  by  a  head  of  land,  which  extends  to  the 
weft  from  the  eaft  end  of  the  gulph,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  which  is  the  port  of  Argilio  : 
Cromyon  was  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Ifthmus.  The  rocks  Scironides  were  about  this 
place,  where  a  famous  robber  Saron  attacked  people  in  the  road,  and  threw  them  down 
the  rocks  ;  but  Ihefeus  took  this  robber,  and  ferved  him  in  the  fame  manner,  throwing 
him  into  the  fea  ;  and  the  poets  feign  that  his  bones  became  rocks  ;  it  is  probable  there 
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might  be  another  road  nearer  the  fea,  for  this  we  went  in  was  at  lead  a  mile  diftant 
from  it.  On  the  eaft  fide,  on  the  top  of  the  mountains,  we  came  to  a  narrow  pafs, 
where  Scira  might  attack  the  travellers.  Adrian  is  faid  to  have  made  this  way  broad 
enough  for  two  chariots  ;  to  the  eafl  of  this  was  cape  Minoa,  We  went  on  winding 
round  the  high  hills,  defcended  to  a  rivulet,  and  afcending  again,  came  to  a  fine 
fountain  on  the  hill,  with  three  bafons  full  of  water  ;  it  is  called  Brifimiguifi,  We 
at  lafl  defcended  to  that  low  ground,  which  is  properly  the  Ifthmus ;  the  narrowed 
part  of  it  feemed  to  be  towards  the  north  end  between  a  bay  on  each  fide ;  and  it  is 
probable  that  with  the  help  of  machines  they  drew  their  velTels  by  land  acrofs  that 
part  to  Schoenus.  A  ridge  of  very  low  rocks  run  acrofs  the  Ifthmus,  near  the  firfl 
entrance  of  it,  then  at  a  httle  diftance  appear  like  ruins  ;  and  further  on  is  the  canal, 
which  was  begun  to  be  dug  acrofs  it,  where  one  fees  the  bank  of  earth  that  was 
thrown  up  on  each  fide  ;  it  extends  about  half  a  mile  from  the  weft  ;  and  where  they 
left  off,  I  faw  plainly  the  ground  was  very  rocky,  which  doubtlefs  made  them  defilt 
from  their  enterprize,  though  it  is  faid  that  the  oracle  at  Delphi  advifed  them  againft 
it :  the  perfons  who  at  different  times  endeavoured  to  make  this  canal  were  Alexander, 
Pitras,  Demetrius,  Caefar,  Caligula,  Nero,  and  Herodes  of  Athens.  Further  to  the 
north,  about  the  middle  of  the  Ifthmus,  runs  a  fmall  ftream  from  the  eaft,  and  to  the 
fouth  of  it  is  a  very  high  fteep  bank,  on  which  are  remains  of  the  wall  that  was  built 
acrofs  the  Ifthmus  by  the  Greek  emperor  Emanuel  in  one  thoufand  four  hundred  and 
thirteen,  and  was  demoliftied  by  Amurath  the  fecond  in  one  thoufand  four  hundred 
twenty-four,  but  rebuilt  by  the  Venetians  in  one  thoufand  four  hundred  and  fixty- 
three ;  this  wall  might  go  to  the  port  Cencrea  ;  but  the  prefent  port  of  Corinth  on 
the  weftern  gulph,  which  was  called  Lech^eum,  is  at  a  great  diftance  from  it,  and  on 
the  fouth  fide  of  the  gulph :  this  part  was  called  Examilia,  becaufe  it  was  fix  miles 
broad  ;  and  there  is  a  village  to  the  fouth-eaft  which  now  bears  that  name  ;  notwith- 
ftanding  the  Ifthmus  is  not  above  four  Englifli  miles  wide,  but  it  is  to  be  confidered 
that  the  Greek  miles  were  very  ftiort ;  at  the  end  of  this  wall  by  the  fea  there  are 
great  remains  of  a  large  fquare  caftle,  but  I  could  fee  nothing  like  a  theatre,  which 
feems  to  have  been  in  another  place.  In  the  road  to  Corinth  there  was  a  temple  of 
Neptune,  and  it  is  faid,  that  the  theatre  and  the  ftadium  built  of  white  ftone,  w^re  in 
the  way  to  the  temple,  being  on  part  of  mount  Oenius,  called  alfo  the  mount  of 
temples,  from  the  great  number  there  were  on  it ;  as  the  temples  of  Bacchus,  Pluto, 
Diima,  and  many  others :  here  was  alfo  a  forcft  of  pine  trees,  with  which  the  victors 
at  the  games  were  crowned.  I  fuppofe  thefe  public  buildings  were  on  the  foot  of 
the  hills  to  the  fouth,  fomewhcrc  about  the  village  Examile :  it  was  here  the  famous 
Illhmian  games  were  held  every  luftrum  or  five  years,  inftituted  by  Theleus  in  honour 
of  Palaemon,  or  Portunus,  to  which  all  the  people  of  Greece  relbrted  ;  and  thefe 
games,  without  doubt,  anlwerod  fbme  end  of  trade  ;  for  which  this  placfe  was  lb  well 
fituatcd  on  both  feas  ;  which  made  Corinth  fo  ilourifhing  a  place. 

Chap,  XII.  —  Of  the  Morea  in  general ;  and  of  Corinth. 

THE  Morea  was  firft  called  Argos,  frona  the  city  of  that  name;  it  was  afterwards 
.called  Apia,  from  Apis  the  third  king  of  the  Aruves;  and  then  P>lovonnefus  from 
Pelops  king  of  Phrygia  ;  and  l.iftly  the  Morea,  becaufe,  as  it  is  laid,  the  hgure  of 
it  rciembles  the  leaf  of  a  mulberry-tree.  It  is  computod  to  be  ahout  a  hundred  and 
fevcnty  miles  long,  a  hundred  broad,  and  fix  hundred  milt-s  in  c'rcumfcrer.ce  gomg 
round  the  bays  :  it  is  now  governed  by  a  i)afKa,  iuid  in  tiiC  time  of  tlie  Venetians  w..s 
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divided  into  four  parts  ;  Ciiiarenza,  containing  Achaia ;  Belvedere,  in  which  was 
Elis  and  Mcffenia ;  Zaconia  or  Maina,  which  was  the  old  Laconia  and  Arcadia  ; 
and  laftly,  Sacunia,  which  was  the  country  of  Argos.  The  Morca  is  mountainous, 
but  the  country  on  the  fca  and  in  the  vales  between  the  mountains  is  very  rich,  and 
produces  a  great  quantity  of  corn,  oil,  and  fdk,  the  latter  chiefly  about  MiUhra  and 
the  country  of  Calabrita,  through  which  the  Alpheus  runs. 

From  the  lower  part  of  the  lllhmus  there  is  an  afcent  up  a  ftcep  bank  to  a  higher 
ground,  on  which  Corinth  ftands  near  the  fouth-wefl  part  of  the  Ifthrnus,  a  fmall 
mile  to  tliefouth  of  thcgulph  of  Lepanto,  and  to  the  north  of  the  high  mountains,  and 
rather  to  th.e  north-well:  of  that  high  hill  called  Acrocorintlius,  on  which  the  citadel 
was  built.  Corinth  was  firft  called  Ephyra,  and  was  built  by  Sifyphus,  fon  ofiEolus; 
it  was  deilroyed  by  the  Romans  in  the  Achaic  war,  but  was  rebuilt  by  Julius  Casfar, 
and  made  a  Roman  colony  ;  the  common  people  nc^w  call  it  Cortho  :  at  prefent  there 
are  very  little  remains  to  be  feen  in  this  great  city.  There  are  fome  ruins  of  walls 
tow;irds  the  port  which  was  called  Lecha:um,  there  having  been  walls  on  each  fide  of 
the  road  leatiing  to  it :  this  port  is  faid  to  have  been  two  miles  from  the  city,  though 
I  fhould  not  have  computed  it  to  he  above  one.  Cenchrese  alfo,  now  called  Kecreh, 
was  computed  as  eight  miles  diftant.  The  antient  city  fcems  to  have  been  on  the 
fpot  of  the  prefent  town,  and  to  the  weft  of  it  in  the  plain :  without  the  town  to  the 
north  there  are  great  ruins  of  a  large  building  of  very  thick  walls  of  brick,  which 
might  be  antient  baths,  or  the  foundation  of  fome  great  building  ;  fc/r  I  obferved, 
that  the  rooms  \\*hich  are  arched  are  very  fmall :  at  the  fouth-weft  corner  of  the  town 
are  twelve  fluted  Doric  pillars  about  five  feet  in  diameter,  and  very  (hort  in  proportion, 
refting  on  a  fquare  bafe,  as  I  obferved  one  of  them,  the  bafes  of  the  others  being 
under  ground  ;  they  feem  to  be  much  older  than  thofe  of  Athens,  and  differ  from 
them  in  the  capital ;  for  mftead  of  a  quarter  round  below  the  fquare  member  at  top, 
there  is  a  quarter  of  an  oval ;  and  five  inches  below  the  capital  are  three  angular 
channels  round  the  pillar,  and  below  thefe  the  flutes  begin.  If  I  miftake  not,  they 
are  all  of  one  ftone,  except  that  the  upper  part  of  the  fhaft  down  to  the  flutes  is  of 
the  fame  ftone  as  the  capital.  There  are  feven  pillars  to  the  fouth,  and  five  to  the 
•weft,  counting  the  comer  pillars  twice  •:  there  is  one  pillar  without  a  capital  near  them, 
"which  is  as  high  as  the  architrave  over  the  others.  The  prefent  town  is  very  fmall, 
and  more  like  a  village  :  they  have  an  export  of  corn,  and  fome  oil.  The  caftle  on 
Acrocorinthus  is  kept  in  repair,  and  fo  ftrong  that  it  flood  out  a  fiege  of  four  months 
by  ail  the  Turkifh  army  :  in  it  is  the  fountain  Pirene,  facred  to  the  Mufes,  from  which 
it  is  faid  Bellerophon  took  Pegafus  whiiif  he  was  drinking ;  which  is  dcubtlefs  the 
reafon  why  ufually  the  reverfe  of  their  medals  was  Pegafus,  and  fometimes  with 
Bellerophon  on  him.  It  is  fiiid  that  the  city  walls  went  to  the  top  of  this  high  hill,  that 
is,  probably  the  walls  on  both  fides  of  the  city  were  continued  up  to  the  caftle  :  I  faw 
no  other  ruins  that  I  could  nrake  any  thing  of:  fo  little  is  now  remaining  of  that  city, 
which  was  formerly  fo  famous  for  its  architeduxe,  fculpture,  and  painrings. 

__  .  CiiAP.  XII!.  —  0/the  giilph  of  Lepanto,  and  Pairas. 

THE  gulph  of  Lepanto,  formerly  called  the  bay  of  Corinth,  is  about  four  leagues 
wide  in  the  broadeft  part,  and,  they  fay,  it  is  a  hundred  miles  long ;  but  the  whole 
length. from  Corinth  to  the  caftle  of  the  Morea  at  the  entrance  of  it,  is  computed  but 
twenty-two  hours  travelling,  at  lefs  than  three  miles  an  hour,  fo  that  at  the  moft  it 
cannot  be  above  fi::ty  miles.     On  the  north  fide  of  this  bay  were  the  countries  of 

4  .  Phocis, 
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Phocis,  Locrls,  Ozolae  and  iEtolia  ;  Anfilio  is  the  firfl  port  to  the  call,  which  might 
be  Pagse  of  the  territory  of  Megara :  it  is  fituated  to  the  fouth  of  a  cape  which  extends 
to  the  weft  from  the  Hthmus.  In  the  length  of  Phocis  there  are  three  great  moun- 
tains, which  ftretch  to  the  fea  ;  the  eaftern  one  is  called  Livadoftro,  being  fouth  fouth- 
weft  of  Thebes  ;  the  next  to  the  weft  is  Zogara,  and  is  tiie  old  Helicon  to  the  fouth 
of  Livadia ;  and  the  third  is  lapora,  which  is  mount  Parnaflus,  and  is  to  the  north  of 
Salone  * :  Corinth  is  eight  hours,  probably  near  twenty  miles  both  from  Argos  and 
Napoli  Romania,  which  was  Naupolia  the  port  of  Argos,  and  it  is  about  double  the 
diftance  from  Leondari,  the  antient  Megalopolis,  which  was  the  capital  of  Arcadia. 

We  fet  out  from  Corinth  to  Patras  on  the  ninth,  by  a  road  which  is  on  the  fouth 
fide  of  the  gulph  of  Patras :  about  four  miles  from  Corinth  there  is  a  river,  which 
may  be  the  Afopus,  and  a  mile  further  another,  which  probably  is  the  Nemea,  de- 
fcribed  as  near  Sicyon,  which  was  on  a  rifing  ground  to  the  fouth,  a  village  called 
Vafilica  is  now  on  that  fpot ;  Sicyonia  was  a  diftin(5i:  territory  from  that  of  Corinth, 
but  both  of  them  were  in  Achaia  Proper  ;  about  fix  miles  further  there  is  a  ruin  on 
a  high  hill,  which  may  be  iEgira,  faid  to  be  a  mile  from  the  fea,  and  on  a  hill ; 
many  places  are  mentioned  along  this  coaft,  of  which  I  could  find  no  remains,  only 
about  leven  miles  further  I  faw  a  piece  of  a  thick  wall  on  the  fea  fhore,  which  appeared 
as  if  it  had  fallen  down,  where  poflibly  Helice  might  have  been,  faid  to  be  overflowed 
by  the  fea ;  about  ten  miles  to  the  eaft  of  the  caftles,  is  a  fmall  town  and  port  called 

•  Ton  miles  north  well  of  Arfrilio  is  Ifola  bona,  where  there  is  a  good  port,  and  it  has  a  convent  on 
it  :  five  miles  from  this  is  Ilola  delli  Afini,  which  is  uninhabited  and  woody,  it  is  oppofite  to  Dibrena ; 
the  bay  in  this  idaud  is  called  Diporti  having  two  ports.  Five  miles  to  the  weft  is  the  port  called  I^iva- 
dioftro,  which  is  tiie  port  of  Thebes,  being  about  twelve  miles  dillant  from  it  acrofs  the  mountains  ;  and 
fixty  miles  from  that,  according  to  their  computation,  is  the  great  bay  Prefpitia,  whicli  is  the  port  of 
Livadia,  being  about  twelve  miles  from  that  city.  This  bay  has  tliree  ports  in  it,  Livadia  to  the  north, 
Lafigiera  to  the  well,  where  there  is  a  rivulet,  and  St.  Cedro  to  the  eaft  ;  it  is  probable  that  one  of  thefe 
was  the  antient  Mychos  :  ten  miles  from  this  was  the  great  bay  of  Salona,  which  has  many  ports  in  it, 
and  is  under  mount  ParnalTus :  this  bay  was  called  Criflicus  :  Cirrha  was  on  the  weftcrn  promontory  of  it, 
and  gave  name  to  the  cape  ;  it  miglit  be  at  a  ruined  place  called  Panaiea :  on  the  oppofite  promontory 
was  Anticyra  famous  for  hellebore  ;  to  the  north  of  which  was  Medcon.  CrilFa  was  on  this  bay,  I 
fuppofc  at  the  bottom  of  it:  and  about  lix  miles  to  the  north  is  Salona,  thought  to  be  AniphilTa  in  Locris. 
Chalaron  alio  in  Locris  was  north  of  Crilfa ;  to  the  north  of  which  was  Delphi,  now  called  Callri,  about 
eight  miles  weft  of  Salona  :  to  the  weft  of  this  was  the  coimtry  of  the  Locri  Ozolae,  of  fmall  extent,  and 
BO  places  of  note  in  it  ;  but  it  is  probable,  that  the  three  following  ports  were  in  that  country :  Vidavi  is 
five  miles  weft  of  the  bay  of  Salona,  which  might  be  Ocneon  ;  and  five  miles  from  that  is  Tifjli,  which 
may  be  Ocanthe  ;  ten  miles  from  this  is  St.  Nicola,  oppofite  to  which  h  the  ifland  of  Shifonie,  which 
is  about  thirty  miles  from  Lcpanto,  the  antient  Naupactus  in  iEtolia,  fituated  on  the  fide  of  a  hill  at  the 
firft  entrance  of  the  narrow  palTagc  out  of  the  gulph,  which  is  not  two  leagues  wide  ;  this  was  in  the  hands 
of  the  Venetians  when  they  had  the  Morea.  About  three  miles  to  the  weft  is  a  low  point  of  land, 
the  old  promontory  Antirrliium  at  the  entrance  of  the  gulph  on  which  the  caftle  (>f  Romeli  is 
fituated,  which  was  alfo  in  polfeirion  of  the  Venetians,  who  near  tliis  place  beat  the  Turks  in  a  fea  fight 
in  One  thoufar.d  five  hundred  and  feventy-one.  There  is  a  regular  tide  here,  which  at  full  moon  rifes  abcut 
three  feet  in  the  gulph.  iEtolia  was  bounded  to  the  weft  by  the  river  Achclous,  which  probably  is  the 
river  Afpcro,  and  empties  itfelf  oppofite  to  the  Curzolari  iflands  ;  to  the  well  of  this  was  another  river 
called  Lvenus,  which  may  be  the  river  Aphidarc,  near  a  cape  of  that  name :  between  thefe  two  rivers 
was  jEtoKa  proper ;  ilitolia  adjecta  being  to  the  eaft  of  the  Evcnus,  which  was  part  of  the  country  of 
the  Locri,  and  is  the  rcafon  why  Ptolemy  places  Naupadus,  and  fome  other  parts  under  the  Locri. 
The  Achelous  alfo  was  the  bounds  of  Achaia  the  Roman  province,  which  compreliendcd  under  it  Doris, 
the  Locri,  and  Opuntii,  as  well  as  Phocis,  Docotia,  and  Attica.  Between  the  two  foremcntioncd  river* 
was  Pleuron  near  the  fea,  at  the  foot  of  mount  Aracinthus,  whicli  may  be  the  mountain  called  Galata  ; 
at  the  caftcrn  foot  of  which  is  the  village  Galata,  and  has  been  thought  to  be  Calvdon,  which  was  the 
antient  vEolis  ;  but  as  this  was  on  tlie  river  Evenus,  it  ought  to  be  looked  for  more  to  the  weft : 
Between  this  and  Pleumn  was  Oleum  :  about  twenty  miles  from  the  caftlcs,  iLcrc  is  a  port  much  fre- 
quented called  Meffalongi. 

VOL.  X.  ^  E  Vortitza, 
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Vortitza,  which  probably  was  iEgium,  where  the  council  of  all  Achaia  was  held  ; 
its  country  is  faid  to  be  watered  by  two  rivers ;  the  PhosniK,  probably  in  a  beautiiul 
little  plain  a  league  to  the  fouth-eaft  of  it,  and  the  Meganitas,  which  may  be  the  river 
that  falls  into  the  feato  the  eafl:  of  the  town,  and  has  a  large  bridge  over  it;  at  the 
weft  end  of  the  town  I  faw  a  ruin  of  a  fmall  antient  building,  and  in  the  front  of  an 
old  church  a  fine  relief  of  a  lion  feizing  a  horfe.  Four  miles  to  the  well  was  Rhypa.', 
faid  to  be  above  the  military  way,  and  fo  probably  was  at  fome  didance  from  the 
fea  towards  the  mountains  :  further  to  the  weft  was  port  Erineus,  probably  the  port 
of  Lambirio  four  miles  weft  of  Vortitza.  The  port  Panormus  was  oppofiie  to  Nau- 
paftus ;  and  now  there  is  a  port  called  Tekeh  over-againft  Lepanto  ;  it  is  three  miles 
to  the  eaft  of  the  caftles,  which  are  built  on  the  promontory  called  Rhyum,  and  alfo 
Drepanum,  being  a  flat  point,  which  is  not  a  league  from  the  oppofite  caftle ;  this  is 
called  the  caftle  of  the  Morea  and  of  Patras,  being  about  four  miles  to  the  north  of 
the  town  of  Patras,  in  the  middle  between  them  is  a  port  called  Laia. 

Patras  was  firft   called  Aroe,  then  Patra,    and  being  made  a  Roman  colony  by 
Auguftus,  it  had  the  name  of  Colonia  Augufta  Aroe  Patrenfis,  and  fo  it  is  Ityled  on 
the  coins  of  the  city  :  the  reverfe  being  a  jjian  ploughing  with  a  yoke  of  oxen.     It  had 
its  fecond  name  from  Pater,  fon  of  Preugenes,  who  made  great  improvements  in  the 
city,  and  there  are  medals  with  his  head  and  name,  and  the  fame  reverfe  as  the  others. 
Auguftus  fent  to  Patra  many  of  thofe  who  affifted  him  in  gaining  the  victory  of  Aftiuni. 
There  were  feveral  temples  in  this  city,  and  one  near  it  to  Diana  Triclafia,  with  a  grove, 
to  whom  a  young  man  and  virgin  were  yearly  facrificcd,  in  expiation  of  the  crime 
of  two   young  perfons,  who,  in  the  time  of  Diana,  married  againft  the  will  of  their 
parents.     The  city  is  at  the  fouth-weft   foot  of  the  hill  of  the  caftle,  on   which  it  is 
fuppofed  the  firft  antient  city  was  built ;  it  is  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile   from  the  fea, 
and  more  than  a  mile  in  circumference.     There  are  fome  fmall  ruins,  probably  of  a 
Circus,  which  on  one   fide  feem  to  have  had  the  advantage  of  a  rifing  ground  for 
the  feats ;  and  acrofs  a  bed  of  a  torrent  to  the  eaft  of  the   caftle  are  remains  of  two 
aqueducts,  the  fouthern  one  is  built  of  very  thick  walls  of  brick,  and  is  entirely  de- 
ftroyed,  the  other  is  ftanding,  confifting  of  two  tier  of  arches  one  over  another.     Near 
the  fea  there  is  a  large  uninhabited  convent,  where,  they  fay,  they  have  the  body  of 
St.  Andrew  in  a  ftone  tomb,  to  which  they  pay  great  devotion,  and  ftiew  a  little  cell 
near  the   church,  which   is  half  under   ground,  where,  they   fay,  the  Apoftle  lived, 
who  converted  thefe  people  to  Chriftianity,  and  was   martyred  here   at  a  place  they 
pretend  to  fliew  on  a  raifed  ftone  work  about  thirty  feet  fquare,  which  feems  to  be 
the  crown  of  an  arch  that  is  under  ground.     They  have  here  an  archbifliop  and  tvvelve 
parifti  churches,  to  each  of  which  there  belong  about  eighty  Chriftian  families ;  and 
there  are    four   other  churches.      There  are  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  Turkifh 
families,  who  are  not  the  beft  fort  of  people,  and  the  others  of  that  profeffion  in  the 
Morea  may  be  ranked  with  them  ;  there  are  about  ten  families  of  Jews.     The  air  of 
this  place  is  exceedingly  unhealthy  in  the  fummer,  as  it  is  almoft  all  round  the  Morea, 
except  that  on  the  ealtern  fide  it  is  not  fo  bad ;  but  Patras  and  Corinth  are  moft 
remarkable  for  bad  air,  infomuch  that  labourers  will  not  live   here  in  fummer,  but 
come  from  abroad,  and  ftay  during  the  winter  months.     There  is  a  fine  plain  to  the 
fouth  of  the  town  covered  with  olive  trees ;  the  fruit  of  which  produce  only  a  thin  oil 
fit  for  clothiers,  and   is  fent  to  France.     They  alfo   export  filk;  and  from  the  ports 
near,  efpecially  in  the  gulph,  they  carry  a  great  quantity  of  corn  to  Chriftendom, 
though  it  is  prohibited.       They  have  alfo  tobacco  for   their  own  confumption,  but 
about  the  gulph  there  is  a  ftrong  fort  ufed  for  fnuff,  and  exported  for  that  purpofe. 

9*  They 
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They  have  here  many  gardens  of  oranges,  lemons,  and  citrons ;  and  the  towTi  and 
country  are  well  lupplied  with  all  forts  of  goods  by  the  (hops  which  are  in  this  city. 
The  Englifh  conful-general  of  the  Morea  refides  in  this  city,  but  the  French  conful 
lives  in  Modon,  and  has  a  vice-conful  here.  The  Venetians  and  Dutch  alfo  have 
their  confuls,  it  being  a  road  where  many  fliips  come  to  anchor,  efpecially  thofe  which 
trade  into  the  gulph,  and  to  fome  ports  near.  Patras  is  reckoned  twenty  leagues  from 
Cephalcnia,  thirty  from  Zanth,  and  forty  from  Corfu,  from  which  ifland  to  Otranto 
in  Italy  it  is  near  as  many  more,  though  from  the  nearell  point  it  is  computed  only 
twenty  leagues,  which  is  the  (hort  paffage  they  make  from  Patras  and  Corfu  with  their 
row  boats. 

To  the  fouth  of  Patras,  at  a  diftance  from  the  fea,  was  Phara;,  which  might  be  at 
Saravalle  about  a  league  from  Patras  under  the  mountains,  where  there  is  an  old 
calUe.  Further  to  the  fouth  was  the  river  Pirus,  which  probably  is  the  Lefca  that 
waters  the  plain.  To  the  fouth  of  this  was  Olenus,  founded  by  Olenus,  fon  of  Vulcan, 
which  is  fuppofed  to  be  Caminitza,  about  twelve  miles  from  Patras  ;  it  is  laid  to  have 
been  near  the  river  Melas,  which  mufl  be  the  river  Caminitza.  Beyond  this  there  is 
a  cape  of  low  land,  which  extends  a  great  way  into  the  fea,  making  two  heads,  one 
ftretching  to  the  north- weft,  and  is  called  cape  Baba  ;  the  other  extends  further  to  the 
wefl;,  and  has  the  name  of  cape  Chiarenza,  where  there  is  no  town  or  village,  only 
a  cullom  houfe ;  this  is  fuppofed  to  be  cape  Araxus :  on  the  fouth  fide  of  this  cape 
towards  the  eafl,  there  is  a  ruined  place,  called  by  the  Greeks  old  Acha^a  ;  this  feems 
to  be  Dyme,  a  Roman  colony,  which  was  five  miles  to  the  north  ot  the  Larillus 
that  mult  be  the  river  Galtouneh,  on  which  there  is  a  town  of  that  name:  this  river 
was  the  bounds  between  Achaia  and  Elis,  as  the  Alpheus  was  between  this  and  Mcf- 
fenia,  the  latter  is  fuppofed  to  be  the  Orpheo,  about  thirty  miles  fouth  ot  the  Gaf- 
touneh.  The  poets  feign  that  Alpheus  purfuing  Arethufo,  was  turned  into  this  river, 
Arethufa  being  metamorphofed  into  a  fountain  which  ran  under  ground,  and  broke  out 
near  Syracufe  in  Sicily  ;  and  that  the  river  Alpheus  purfued  her  unmixed  through 
the  fea,  anil  joined  her  at  that  dream,  they  alfo  add  that  any  thing  put  into  the  Alpheus, 
appeared  at  that  fountain.  This  is  the  river  which  Kercules  is  laid  to  have  turned, 
in  order  to  clean  the. (tables  of  Augeas,  king  of  Elis,  which  held  three  thoufand  oxen, 
and  had  not  been  cleaned  in  thirty  years. 

They  have  wolves,  jackals,  and  fome  linxes  on  the  mountains  of  the  Morea.  It  is 
computed  that  this  country  has  in  it  about  a  liundrcd  thoufand  Chriflians,  feventy 
thoufand  having  been  fold  when  the  Turks  took  it  from  the  Venetians,  who  held  it 
only  twenty-five  years  ;  it  then  llouriflieil  more  in  people,  being  now  thinly  inhabited, 
though  at  prefent  it  has  rather  the  advantage  in  a  free  trade,  the  Venetians  not  having 
permitted  any  thing  to  be  exported  but  to  Venice ;  whereas  it  would  rather  feem  to 
have  been  more  politic  to  have  given  a  new  conquered  country  all  the  advantages  of 
a  tree  trade. 

The  part  of  the  Morea  called  Maina,  from  a  town  of  that  name,  is  divided  into 
the  upper  and  lover,  from  which  the  inhabitants  have  the  name  of  Maniots,  living 
among  thofu  inaccellible  mountains,  whicli  are  the  iunicnt  mount  Taygetus,  where 
they  have  always  preferved  their  liberty.  To  each  part  they  have  a  captain  or  head, 
and  thefe  are  generally  at  war  with  one  anotlier,  and  fometimcs  a  pretender  fets  up, 
and  caufes  a  civil  war.  The  upper  Maina  is  to  the  welt  of  the  river  Eurotas  ;  tho 
inhabitants  of  this  part  are  the  more  favagc  people,  and  come  little  abroad  ;  thofe 
oi  the  lower  Maina  to  the  call,  extending  to  the  gulph  of  Coron,  and  near  to  Calaniiia 
are  more  civilized,  go  abroad  to  Calamita,  :md  pay  only  a  fmall  poll  ta.\  when  they 
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arc  caught  out,  but  the  people  dare  not  injure  them.  Their  country  produces 
nothing  but  wood,  and  all  their  export  is  of  the  large  acorn,  with  its  cup,  which  is 
fent  to  Italy  for  tanning ;  fo  they  go  into  the  neiglibouring  parts,  and  labour  the 
land  for  a  proportion  of  the  produce,  and  will  pay  nothing  to  the  grand  fignior. 
It  is  faid  that  any  one  recommended  to  their  captain  might  travel  in  thofc  parts 
very  fecurely. 

Chap.  XIV.  —  Of  the  ijlmd  of  Cephaknia. 

AT  Patras  I  embarked  for  Meflina  in  Sicily  on  the  twentieth  of  Oftober,  and  we 
were  obliged  by  contrary  winds  to  put  into  the  port  of  Argoftoli  on  the  fouth  fide 
of  Cephalenia.  This  illand  is  called  by  Homer  Samos  and  Same ;  it  is  computed  to 
be  a  hundred  and  fcventy  miles  in  circumference,  and  is  about  three  or  four  leagues 
to  the  north  of  Zanth.  C.  Antonius  returning  from  exile  came  to  this  ifland,  and 
began  to  build  a  city  ;  but  was  recalled  before  it  was  finiflied.  Marcus  Fulvius,  after 
he  had  conquered  the  iEtolians,  took  this  ifland  ;  the  city  of  Same  fuflaining  a  fiege 
of  four  months.  Cephalenia  was  given  to  the  Venetians  in  One  thoufand  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty-four  ;  it  was  taken  by  the  Turks  in  One  thoufand  four  hundred  and 
feventy-nine,  aiid  retaken  in  One  thoufand  four  hundred  and  ninety-nine ;  it  has  in 
it  about  fixty  villages.  Same  was  to  the  eafl  of  the  iiland,  and  was  deftroyed  by  the 
Romans ;  afterwards  there  was  a  town  there  called  Cephalenia.  To  the  north  is 
the  port  Fifcardo,  and  to  the  fouth  a  very  fine  harbour  called  Argoftoli :  at  the 
further  end  of  it  is  a  town  of  the  fame  name,  which  is  the  capital  of  the  ifland. 
The  antient  city  Craiuum  was  fituated  about  this  place ;  to  the  north  of  it  is  a 
caftle  on  a  high  hill,  and  a  village  round  about  it  :  this  hill,  if  I  miflake  not, 
is  called  mount  Gargaffo,  on  which  there  were  fome  remains  of  a  temple  of 
Jupiter ;  it  may  be  the  old  mount  ^nus,  where  there  was  a  temple  built  to 
Jupiter  jSlnefius :  at  the  north-weft  end  of  the -harbour  is  the  town  of  Lixairi: 
there  is  another  port  to  the  weft  called  Valle  de  Aleflandro.  This  ifland  is  governed 
in  the  fame  mamier  as  Zant,  by  a  proveditore,  and  two  confilieri,  who  fit  with  him, 
and  have  votes  in  hearing  caufes,  all  three  being  noble  Venetians ;  they  have  two  or 
three  Greek  fyndics  on  the  part  of  the  people,  to  take  care  that  the  antient  laws  of 
the  ifland  are  obferved  :  in  thefe  iflands  they  keep  the  old  ftyle.  In  Argoftoli  they 
have  three  Roman  churches,  and  one  at  the  caftle,  and  there  are  two  Roman  convents 
in  the  town  :  the  bifliop,  vrho  is  a  fuflragan  of  the  archbifliop  of  Corfu,  refides  at 
Zant ;  they  are  Greeks  in  all  the  other  parts  of  the  ifland.  Cephalenia  is  well 
peopled  and  improved,  confidering  that  it  is  a  rocky  and  mountainous  ifland :  this 
improvement  confifts  chiefly  in  vineyards  and  currant  gardens  ;  the  currant  trees  are  a 
fmall  fort  of  vine,  they  export  a  great  quantity,  and  the  fruit  grows  like  grapes ; 
they  make  a  fmall  quantity  of  very  rich  wine  of  this  fruit,  which  has  its  name  from 
being  the  grape  of  Corinth  ;  the  beft,  which  are  the  fmalleft,  are  of  Zanth,  but 
they  have  them  about  Patras,  and  all  up  the  gulph.  ■  The  ftate  of  this  ifland  is  very 
miferable,  for  it  is  divided  into  two  great  parties  under  Count  Metakfas,  and  the 
family  Anino,  who  judge  in  all  affairs  of  their  clients  by  force  of  arms,  fo  that  often 
the  whole  ifland  is  under  arms,  it  being  the  great  aim  of  each  party  to  deftroy  the 
other.  Another  powerful  family  is  the  Coriphani,  his  anceftor  was  a  fugitive  from 
Naples,  and  with  which  foever  fide  he  joins,  that  party  is  fure  to  be  the  ftronger ; 
there  are  befides  thefe  other  families  of  condition,  which  take  part  on  one  fide  or 
other,  and  they  are  all  defcended  from  fugitives,  fo  that  the  whole  ifland  is  full  of 
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very  bad  people ;  and  the  Venetian  governors  find  their  account  in  thefe  divifions. 
A  ftory  they  have  invented  will  give  fome  idea  of  the  charader  of  thefe  people,  as 
well  as  fome  others  :  they  fay  that  the  Creator,  when  he  made  the  earth,  threw  all 
the  rubbiHi  here ;  and  that  there  being  three  notorious  rogues  he  font  one  to  this 
ifland,  another  to  St.  Maura,  and  the  third  to  Maina.  We  came  into  the  port  of 
Argoltoli  on  the  twent)'-fecond,  and  went  to  the  town ;  I  defired  to  be  afliore  as 
one  performing  quarantine,  and  with  a  little. money  I  might  have  obtained  it,  on  the 
condition  of  being  a  prifoner  with  any  one  they  (hould  pleafe  to  name,  to  whom  I  fhould 
have  been  fure  of  being  a  prey,  and  in  whofe  houfe  I  muil  have  remained,  and  could 
never  have  gone  out  without  him,  and  confequently  Ihould  not  have  been  in  a  very 
agreeable  fituadon  ;  fo  I  chofe  to  remain  on  board  the  fliip,  and  we  fet  fail  again  on  the 
fevendi  of  November. 

Chap.  XV.  —  A  Voyage  from  Leghorn  to  Alexandria  in  Egypt. 

HAVING  made  fome  obfervations  in  my  voyage  from  Leghorn  to  Alexandria,  I 
thought  it  might  not  be  difagreeable  to  the  reader  to  fee  them  in  this  place.  On  the 
fsventh  of  September,  One  thoufand  feven  hundred  thirty-feven,  we  fiiiled  out  of  the 
road  of  Leghorn  on  board  an  Englifh  fhip  bound  to  Alexandria  in  Egypt.  This  fea 
is  now  called  the  Tufcan  fea,  lying  between  Corfica,  Sardinia,  Sicily,  and  part  of  Italy,  to 
the  fouth  of  the  republic  of  Genoa,  the  andent  Liguria. 

We  failed  about  two  leagues  from  the  ifland  of  Gorgona,  which  is  like  a  high  rocky 
mountain,  the  cliffs  of  which  are  almofl:  perpendicular  all  round,  except  in  one 
place  to  the  eaft,  where  they  have  a  fmall  port  called  Gorgona,  which  is  the  only  en. 
trance  to  the  ifland,  being  a  flielter  for  fmall  fifhiag  boats.  Over  this  port  the  grand 
duke  has  a  fortrefs  with  about  twenty  foldiers  in  it,  who,  by  their  fituation  are  capable 
ol  hindering  the  landing  of  a  confiderable  body  of  men  ;  fome  fiihermen  live  at  this  port, 
who  chiefly  arc  employed  in  catching  anchovies. 

We  afterwards  failed  to  the  eaft  of  the  ifland  of  Capraia,  the  Capraria  of  Pliny.  This 
ifland  is  about  two  leagues  long,  and  one  broad,  being  mountiiinous  and  rocky.  We 
had  a  plain  view  of  the  only  town  in  it  of  the  fame  name  of  the  ifland,  which  is  fituated 
on  the  high  ground  over  the  fea  to  the  eaft  ;  to  the  fouth  of  it  is  a  large  caftle  on  a  rock, 
and  the  town  extends  to  the  north  to  a  fmall  bay,  on  which  there  is  a  fiihing  village  ;  the 
chief  fiipport  of  this  ifland  being  a  trade  in  filh,  which  they  carry  to  Leghorn.  There  is  a 
Francilcan  convent  in  the  town,  which  belongs  to  the  province  of  Corlica  ;  this  ifland 
being  fubjecl:  to  the  Genoefe. 

We  afterwards  palfed  by  the  ifland  of  Elba,  the  Ilva  of  the  antients  ;  it  is  about 
five  leagues  long,  and  three  broad.  Pliny  fays  it  was  a  hundred  miles  round  in  circum- 
ference, of  which  it  may  not  fall  much  fliort,  if  mcafurcd  round  by  the  bays  and 
creeks,  of  which  there  are  a  great  number.  The  north  part  of  this  ifland,  with  the 
port  of  Kerraro,  and  a  caille  called  Cofmopoli,  belongs  to  the  grand  duke  of  Tufcany. 
The  fouth  part  (except  Porto  Longone,  w  Inch  belongs  to  the  king  of  Sicily,  and  all 
about  it  within  cannon  fliot  of  the  fortrefs)  is  fubjed  to  the  duke  of  Piombino ;  m. 
the  territory  of  the  latter,  the  iron  ore  is  found  ;  and  they  fay,  that  having  cleared 
the  mines  entirelyol  the  ore,  after  leaving  them  about  thirtv  yeais  they  fmd  iron  ore  in 
them  again,  which  perhaps  gave  rife  to  what  Virgil  fays  of  it : 

Ilr> 
Infula  inexhauflis  Clialybum  gcnerofa  mctkllis. 

And 
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And  this  alfo  may  be  the  reafon  of  what  Pliny  affirms,  that  there  had  been  more  iron 
dug  out  of  it  in  three  thouiand  years  than  the  whole  ifland  would  contain  :  it  is  a  very 
remarkable  paflage,  "  Unde  per  tria  annorum  millia  plus  eflet  ferri  egeftum,  quam  tota 
contineret  infula."  They  have  a  vuljrar  notion  that  the  iron  cannot  be  melted  hcre,which 
poflibly  may  be  owing  to  what  Strabo  fays  of  iEthalia,  which  fomc  have  thought  to  be 
Elba  ;  he  affirms  they  could  not  melt  the  iron  on  the  fpot,  but  carried  the  ore  immedi- 
ately  to  the  continent ;  and  therefore  fome  think  there  is  a  quality  in  the  air  which 
hinders  the  ore  from  melting  or  running  ;  but  it  is  more  probable  that  they  had  not  the 
conveniency  of  wood  for  their  foundery  in  fo  fmall  an  ifland. 

Three  leagues  to  the  fouth-wefl:  of  Elba  we  faw  the  flat  ifland  of  Planofa,  called  by 
the  Romans  Planafia  :  the  land  of  it  is  fo  low,  that  it  cannot  be  feen  further  than  the 
diftance  of  four  or  five  leagues.  I  was  informed  that  ruins  of  houfes  and  caftles  are  {een 
on  it  from  the  fea,  when  they  fail  near  it ;  that  fifliermen  and  others  go  there  in  the 
day-time,  but  that  it  is  not  inhabited  for  feai  of  the  Corfairs ;  this  iOand  belongs  to 
the  duke  of  Piombino. 

Four  leagues  fouth  of  Elba  we  faw  the  iflanu  of  Monte  Chrifto,  which  appears  like 
one  high  mountain  ;  it  is  now  uninhabited,  and  I  have  many  reafons  to  think  that  it  is 
^thalia  of  Strabo,  which  has  fo  much  puzzled  the  geographers ;  many  of  them 
having  conjeftured  that  it  was  Elba  ;  but  as  Strabo  himfelf  was  at  Populonium  on  the 
promontory  of  Piombino,  and  faw  all  the  iflands  of  this  fea  from  that  place,  we  can- 
not fuppofe  he  could  be  miftaken  ;  and  in  another  part  he  mentions  both  Ilva  and 
yEthalia,  fo  that  it  cannot  be  Elba  ;  he  alfo  makes  ^thalia  equally  diftant  from  Corfica 
and  Populonium,  that  is  three  hundred  ff:adia  or  thirty-feven  miles  and  a  half,  and 
Monte  Chrifto  anfwers  exaclly,  meafuring  on  the  fea  charts  about  twelve  leagues  or 
thirty-fix  miles  for  each.  There  is  alfo  no  other  ifland  on  that  fide  of  Corfica  and 
Sardinia,  except  Capraia,  which  can  be  feen  from  Populonium ;  and  Monte  Chrifto 
being  fo  near  Elba,  is  moft  likely  to  partake  of  the  nature  of  the  foil  of  it,  producing 
iron  ore  in  the  fame  manner,  which  might  grow  again  in  the  pits ;  the  knowledge  of 
which  may  be  loft  by  reafon  that  the  ifland  is  now  uninhabited.  Strabo  mentions 
the  port  Argous  in  this  ifland,  which  he  obferves  (according  to  fabulous  hillory)  was 
faid  to  be  fo  called  from  Jafon's  touching  there  with  the  {hip  Argos,  when  he 
was  in  fearch  of  the  habitation  of  Circe ;  Medea,  as  they  fay,  being  defirous  to  fee 
that  goddefs. 

Three  leagues  weft  of  Monte  Argentato  in  Italy  we  faw  the  ifland  of  Giglio,  called 
by  the  Romans,  Idilium,  iEgilium,  and  Iginium  ;  we  could  but  juft  fee  the  flat  ifland 
of  Gjanuti,  four  miles  fouth-weft  of  Giglio,  thought  to  be  Dianium  of  Pliny,  called 
by  the  Greeks  Artemifia  and  Artemita.  We  had  for  a  confiderable  time  a  fight  of 
the  ifland  of  Corfica,  and  a  plain  view  of  the  town  ofBaftia,  on  the  flat  fliore  on  the 
eaft  fide  of  it.  We  were  feveral  days  eaft  of  Sardinia  ;  having  often  a  fight  of  that 
ifland,  as  we  were  frequently  becalmed,  and  fometimes  had  contrary  winds ;  fo 
that  we  did  not  fee  Sicily  till  the  thirteenth  day  from  the  time  we  fet  fail,  though 
the  voyage  in  other  refpefts  was  by  no  means  unpleafant,  as  we  had  very  fine 
weather. 

We  did  not  fail  a  great  way  from  the  moft  weftern  of  the  LiparjE  iflands,  called 
Uftica,  which  I  take  to  be  the  ifland  Euonymus  of  Strabo  ;  to  agree  with  whofe 
defcription  of  it,  the  old  geographers  in  their  maps  have  made  an  ifland  fouth-eaft  of 
the  others,  and  called  it  Euonymus  ;  becaufe  Strabo  fays,  that  it  is  the  fartheft  to  the 
left  failing  from  the  ifle  of  Lipara  to  Sicily,  and  that  on  this  account  it  had  its  name  : 

but 
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but  for  reafons  I  fliall  mention,  I  apprehend  that  Strabo  meant  it  was  on  the  left, 
failing  from  Sicily  to  theifle  of  Lipara  ;  for,  he  fays,  this  iHand  is  farther  out  in  the  fea 
than  any  of  them,  which  could  not  be  properly  faid  of  an  ifland  to  the  fouth-eafl  of 
the  others,  becaufe  that  would  be  nearer  to  the  land  both  of  Italy  and  Sicily  ;  and  if 
it  were  not  for  this  objection,  it  might  be  an  ifland  called  Volcancllo,  to  the  fouth-eaft 
of  Volcano,  at  a  very  little  diftance  from  it ;  which  is  a  very  fniall  ifland,  that  has  a 
fmoaking  Volcano  ;  the  other  Volcano  breaking  out  in  flames.  I  mufl  obferve,  that 
all  the  maps,  efpecially  thofe  of  the  old  geographers,  are  very  falfe  with  regard  to 
thefe  iflands  ;  and  I  hnd  the  fea  charts  are  mofl  to  be  depended  on  for  the  number 
and  fituation  of  them  ;  though  I  obfervcd  that  De  Lifle's  map  only  is  right  in  making 
two  Volcano  iflands,  one  larger  than  the  other  ;  who,  notwithftanding,  if  I  am  rightly 
informed,  is  miflaken  in  placing  the  little  one  to  the  north,  which  ought  to  be  to  the 
foutheaft.  I  could  not  but  pleafe  myfelf  with  the  imagination  that  I  was  near  the 
place  where  the  Romans,  at  the  Liparix;  iflands,  gained  their  firfl  fea  victory,  in  a  moft 
fignal  engagement  with  the  Carthaginians,  under  the  conduct  of  the  conful  Duilius ; 
who  was  not  only  honoured  for  it  in  a  folemn  manner,  but  had  a  fort  of  triumph 
decreed  him  during  his  whole  liie,  and  the  famous  Columna  Roftrata  was  erected  to 
his  honour,  which  is  now  to  be  feen  in  Rome  with  a  long  infcription  on  it,  and  is  one  of 
the  greatefl  and  mod  curious  pieces  of  antiquity  remahiing  ;  being  about  two  thoufand 
years  old. 

I  law  cape  Gallo,  which  is  very  near  the  port  of  Palermo,  and  falling  in  w  ith  the 
weft  of  Sicily,  we  failed  between  the  iflands  called  by  the  antients  iEgates  ;  though  in 
all  the  maps  we  fee  particular  names  given  them  by  the  old  geographers,  yet  I  caimot 
find  that  tiie  old  names.- of  thefe  three  iflands  are  certainly  known;  that  to  the  north 
eafl;  oppofite  to  Trapano,  from  which  it  is  ten  miles  diftant,  is  now  called  Levanzo  ; 
fouth  of  it  is  the  ifland  Favagnana,  which  is  ten  miles  in  circumference  :  it  is  a  fine 
fertile  fpot  of  ground,  being  modly  a  flat,  with  a  high  hill  towards  the  north  fide,  on 
which  there  are  three  .caflles  garriibned  by  the  king  of  Sicily;  in  one  of  which  the 
governor  refides.  This  place  was  a  great  refuge  for  the  Corfairs  ;  and  they  frequently 
came  out  from  it,  and  infefted  the  feas  till  Charles  the  fifth  carried  his  arms  into 
Africa.  The  third  ifland,  thirty  miles  weft  of  Trapano,  is  called  Maritimo  ;  it  appears 
like  a  high  mountain ;  to  the  north-eaft  of  it  is  a  rocky  promontory,  which  is  a 
peninfida,  and  much  lower  than  the  reft  of  the  ifland  ;  on  which  there  is  a  caftle  built, 
where  they  keep  a  garrifon :  the  iflands  called  iEgates  are  famous  for  a  fecond  fignal 
viftory  by  fea  which  the  Romans  obtained  over  the  Carthaginians  under  the 
command  of  the  conful  Lutatius  Catulus ;  concerning  which  the  hiftorian  fa)s,  that 
after  the  battle  the  whole  fea  between  Sicily  and  Sardinia  was  covered  with  the 
wreck  and  ruins  of  the  enemies  fleet ;  and  this  total  defeat  put  an  end  to  the  firft 
Punic  war. 

The  mountain  of  Trapano  is  one  of  the  firft  things  that  ftrikes  the  eye  to  the  weft 
of  Sicily,  on  the  top  of  it  is  a  caftle  ;  and  at  the  foot  of  this  hill  to  the  weft  is  a  flat 
point  ol  land  which  ftretches  into  the  fea,  and  the  city  of  Trapano  ftands  there,  on  the 
fpot  where  the  antient  Drepanum  was  fituated  :  this  is  called  by  Virgil  Ilhvtabilis  ora, 
becaufe  here  iEneas  loft  his  father  Anchifes,  'and  after  his  return  from  Carthage,  he 
celebrated  divine  honours  to  his  memory  in  this  place.  I'his  city  is  remarkable  for 
adions  in  the  Punic  wars,  as  well  as  the  fmall  ifland  of  Columbaria  oppofite  to  it. 
The  mountain  of  Trapano  to  the  weft  is  mount  Eryx,  fo  famous  for  the  worfliip  of 
Venus,  who  on  tliis  account  was  called  Wjius  lirycina.     Virgil  makes  the  temple  of  this 

goddcfs 
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goddefs  to  be  built  by  iEneas  and  his  followers,  when  he  was  about  to  leave  behind  hlni 
the  women,  and  infirm  people  to  fettle  on  the  ifland  : 

Turn  vicina  aftris  Erycino  in  vertice  fcdes 
Fundatur  Vencri  Idalise. 

Strabo  fays,  that  the  town  on  the  top  of  the  hill  was  originally  inhabited  by  women 
dedicated  to  the  goddefs  by  foreign  nations,  as  well  as  by  the  Sicilians;  but  that  in 
his  time  it  was  inhabited  by  men,  and  the  temple  was  ferved  by  priefls,  who  lived  in 
great  poverty  ;  the  place  not  being  then  frequented  :  he  adds  that  the  Romans  built  a 
temple  to  this  goddefs  at  Rome  without  the  Porta  Collina,  called  the  temple  of  Venus 
Erycina  ;  fo  that  probably  the  devotion  was  removed  to  that  place. 

To  the  fouth  of  Trapano  I  had  a  plain  view  of  the  city  of  Marzala,  built  where 
Lilybeeum  flood,  which  was  the  port  where  they  ufually  embarked  for  Carthage : 
the  promontory  and  town  alfo  are  often  mentioned  in  hiflory,  efpecially  that  of  the 
Punic  wars :  it  is  faid  the  port  was  deflroyed  by  the  Romans,  in  order  to  hinder  the 
convenient  paflage  of  the  Carthaginians  to  and  from  the  port,  in  cafe  they  fliould 
afterwards  rec®ver  it  ;  and  it  was  entirely  filled  up  again  by  Don  John  of  Auflria  in 
One  thoufand  five  hundred  and  fixty-feven.  Auguftus  brought  a  colony  to  this  town. 
The  fea-coafl  being  fhoally  it  anfwers  in  that  refped  very  well  to  the  defcription  of 
Virgil  in  this  vevfe, 

Et  vada  dura  lego  faxis  Lilybeia  cxcis. 

I  favv  between  Sicily  and  Africa  the  ifland  of  Pantclera,  which  was  called  Cofyra 
by  the  Romans,  and  by  Strabo  CoiTura ;  who  fays  it  was  equally  dillant  from  Lily- 
btEum,  and  the  city  of  Afpis,  or  Clupea  of  the  Carthaginians ;  it  is  confirmed  to  be 
that  ifland  from  the  name  of  Cofra  which  the  inhabitants  of  Africa  now  give  it  in  the 
Arabic  language :  it  belongs  to  Sicily,  and  is  made  ufe  of  as  a  place  of  baniflunent. 
To  the  fouth-eaft  of  this  is  the  ifland  of  Limofa,  and  a  few  leagues  fouth  of  that,  a 
larger  ifland  called  Lampidofa,  which  did  belong  to  a  Chriflian  hermit,  and  a 
Marabut  or  Turkifli  hermit,  and  ferved  as  a  place  both  for  Chriftians  and  Turks 
to  take  in  provifions,  with  an  agreement  that  neither  of  them  fliould  fufier  from 
thofe  of  the  diiferent  religion.  The  Marabut  dying  not  long  ago,  the  Mahometan 
Corfairs  feized  on  what  was  on  the  ifland,  and  carried  the  Chriiiian  away  captive, 
of  which  great  complaint  was  made  by  the  French  conful  who  demanded  the 
captive. 

Strabo  in  three  places  mentions  the  ifle  ^gimurus  together  with  CofTura ;  in  one 
particularly,  fpealdng  of  the  feveral  fmall  iflands  in  general  as  near  Coflura  and 
Sicily,  he  only  mentions  ^gimurus  in  particular,  and  therefore  probably  it  was  the 
largeft  of  them.  The  three  iflands  which  are  near  Pantelera  or  Cofyra,  are  Semetto, 
Limofa,  and  Lampidofa  ;  and  the  laft  being  much  the  largeft,  probably  it  is  iEgimurus. 
On  this  ifland,  in  the  firfl  Punic  war,  the  Carthaginian  fleet  was  fhipwTecked  in  the 
confulfliip  of  Fabius  Buteo. 

We  thought  we  faw  cape  Bona,  which  is  the  north-eafl  promontory  of  the  great 
bay  of  Carthage.  The  fea  to  the  fouth  of  Sicily  was  called  by  the  antients  the 
Libyan  or  African  fea,  and  comprehended  that  part  of  the  Mediterranean,  which  is 
on  the  coafl  of  Africa,  from  the  entrance  into  this  fea  at  the  pillars  of  Hercules,  or 
the  flreights  of  Gibraltar,  to  the  eafl  bounds  of  Cyrenaica,  where  the  Egyptian  fea 
begun.  This  is  now  commonly  called  the  fea  of  Barbary  along  the  Afric  coaff, 
and  on  the  fide  of  Sicily  the  fea  goes  by  the  name  of  the  channel  of  Malta. 

When 
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When  we  approaclied  Sicily  I  found  we  were  failing  along  the  fame  coafl;  by  which 
iEneas  made  his  voyage ;  and  as  I  had  a  view  of"  the  cities  and  places  on  the  fhore, 
I  could  not  but  obferve  the  juftice  and  poetical  beauties  of  the  defcriptions  of  the  great 
inader  of  the  Latin  Epic  poetry. 

As  foon  as  we  had  doubled  the  fouth-weft  point  of  Sicily  we  faw  the  city  of  Mazra, 
the  antient  Mazara,  from  which  one  third  part  of  Sicily  is  now  called  Valle  di  Mazara  : 
fome  way  to  the  eaft  of  it  was  the  famous  city  of  Selinus,  w  hich  was  deflroyed  before 
Strabo's  time.     The  poet  makes  mention  of  it  as  abounding  in  palm  trees  : 

Tetjue  datis  linquo  ventis  palinoCa  Selinus. 

We  afterwards  had  a  very  plain^view  of  the  city  of  Xiacca  on  the  fide  of  a  high  ground. 
Sailing  on  I  faw  the  city  of  Girgend  on  the  fide  of  a  hill,  being  built  up  to  the  top  of 
it ;  this  town  is  about  four  miles  from  the  fea,  and  is  the  antient  city  of  Agrigentum, 
where  the  tyrant  Phalaris  refided.  This  city  remained  when  moft  of  the  other  towns 
on  the  fouth  of  Sicily  were  deftroyed  in  the  Carthaginian  wars  :  it  was  firft  a  colony  of 
lonians ;  and  afterwards  a  colony  was  brought  to  it  from  tlie  cities  of  Sicily  by  T. 
Manlius  the  Praetor.  Under  the  Greek  name  Acragas  Virgil  defcribes  its  eminent 
fituation,  as  well  as  mentions  its  having  been  formerly  famous  for  a  fine  breed  of 
horfes : 

Arduus  inde  Acragas  oilentac  maxima  longe 
Mxnia,  magnanimutn  quondam  generator  equorum. 

At  the  fame  time  I  had  a  plain  view  of  mount  ^tna,  which  now  among  the  vulg^' 
goes  by  the  name  of  mount  Gibello,  and  is  fec:;i  almoft  all  along  the  for.th  imd  ea^l 
coafts  of  Sicily  :  I  difcerned  a  very  little  fmoke  afcending  from  the  top  of  it.  This 
mountain,  ib  famous  among  the  antients,  is  very  beautifully  defcribed  by  Virgil,  as 
feen  by  iEneas  from  the  coafts  of  the  Cyclops  about  Catana,  where  Ulyffes  had  put 
in  not  long  before,  and  where  both  thofe  heroes,  according  to  the  fiftions  of  the  poet, 
met  with  fuch  extraordinary  adventures  in  reladon  to  Polyphemus.  I  foon  afterwards 
faw  cape  Leocate  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Salfo,  the  antient  Himera,  near  which 
there  was  a  caftle  called  Phalarium,  where  it  is  faid  the  brazen  bull  was  kept :  there 
is  alfo  a  river  called  Rocclla,  which  runs  into  the  fea  to  the  north  of  Sicily,  the  fource 
of  which  is  near  the  fountains  of  Salfo,  and  the  Rocella  was  formerly  alfo  called  the 
Himera,  which  gave  occafion  to  the  antients  to  make  a  very  extraordinary  ftory, 
affirming  that  thefe  two  rivers  were  one,  and  called  Himera,  and  that  part  of  the  river 
run  north,  and  the  other  part  fouth,  and  that  in  fome  places  the  water  was  frcfli,  and 
in  others  fait ;  of  which  Vitruvius  gives  the  true  caufe,  that  one  part  of  this  river,  or 
rather  one  of  thefe  rivers  paflTed  through  places  where  they  dug  fait ;  for  in  the  middle 
of  the  ifland,  about  the  fource  of  the  river  Salfo,  there  are  mines  of  rock  fait,  which 
probably  is  the  reafon  of  the  modern  name  of  this  river. 

Further  to  the  eaft  I  faw  a  city  called  Terra  Nova,  near  a  river  of  ijie  fame  name  ; 
this  is  fuppofed  to  be  Gela,  wluch  had  its  name  alfo  from  the  river,  as  is  mentioned 
by  the  poet : 

Apparct  Camarina  procul,  campiquc  Gcloi, 
Immaiiifqiic  Gela  fluvii  (-ogiiomine  didta. 

There  is  but  one  city  more  mentioned  by  Virgil  on  the  fouth  fide  of  Sicily,  which  was 
in  ruins  in  Strabo's  time:  the  place  where  it  ftood  is  now  called  Camarana,  the  old  name 
ot  the  city  being  Camarina,  a  colony  of  the  Syracufans. 

VOL.  X.  c  F  We 
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"We  had  a  fight  of  Malta  at  a  great  dilhmce,  and  at  length  came  up  with  capePaffaro 
the  old  promontory  oi  Pachynum ;  as  it  is  a  peninfula,  and  the  land  very  low  to  the 
weft  of  it,  i"o  it  appears  at  a  diftance  like  an  ifiand,  with  a  caftle  built  on  it,  in  order  to 
hinder  ihips  from  going  into  the  port,  to  lay  in  wait  for  other  veflels.  The  ground  off 
this  cape  is  very  foul,  and  (hips  cannot  come  to  anchor  there  without  danger  of  cuttin'^ 
their  cables,  fo  that  it  anfwers  very  well  to  the  poet's  defcription  of  it : 

Hinc  altas  cautes,  projeftaque  faxa  Pachyni 
Ivadimus. 

Over  this  cape  we  faw  the  high  lands  about  Syracufe. 

To  the  eaft  of  Sicily  is  that  fea  which  was  called  by  the  antients,  firft  theAufonian 
fea,  and  afterwards  the  Sicilian  fea ;  it  extended  from  the  ftreights  of  Sicily,  now  called 
the  Faro  of  Meflina,  to  the  promontory  of  lapygia  in  Italy,  to  the  mouth  of  the  Adriatic 
fea,  to  the  bay  Ambracius  in  Greece,  and  as  far  as  Crete,  having  the  African  fea  to 
the  fouth  :  I  do  not  find  any  particular  name  for  this  fea  at  prefent,  but  the  mariners  call 
all  thefe  feas  as  far  as  the  Adriatic,  by  the  general  name  of  the  Mediterranean,  a3  tliey 
call  the  feas  farther  to  the  cad  the  Levant. 

We  loft  fight  of  Sicily  on  the  twenty-firft  of  September  in  the  evening,  and  making 
a  great  run  on  the  twenty-fourth  in  the  morning  we  faw  to  the  north  of  us  the  high 
mountains  of  Candia,  the  antient  Crete,  which  is  remarkable,  as  it  was  the  fcene  of  fo 
many  fables  of  the  antients. 

From  Crete  eaftward  near  to  Cyprus  it  was  called  the  ^Egyptian  fea,  extending  weft« 
ward  on  the  coaft  of  Africa  to  Cyreniaca,  where  the  African  fea  began. 

On  the  twenty-feventh  of  September  we  came  in  fight  of  the  coaft  of  Africa  about 
cape  Solyman,  in  the  kingdom  of  Barca,  and  juft  on  the  confines  of  ^gypt,  which  was 
that  part  of  Marmarica  about  httle  Catabathmus,  where  the  famous  temple  of  Jupiter 
Amnion  was  fituated,  to  which  Alexander  the  great  travelled  with  fo  much  difficulty  to 
coniult  the  oracle  :  near  it  there  was  a  famous  fountain  of  the  fun,  which,  they  fay,  was 
cold  at  noon,  began  to  grow  warm  at  night,  and  was  very  hot  about  midnight.  The 
next  day  we  came  in  fight  of  the  tower  of  Arabia,  and  the  day  after  faw  Alexandria  ; 
as  we  approached  it  we  had  a  very  agreeable  profpect  of  the  famous  column,  of  the  walls 
of  the  old  city,  of  the  country  covered  with  palm  trees,  which  grow  to  a  great  height, 
rifing  up  above  the  buildings  of  the  city.  And  on  the  tv*  enty-ninth  we  arrived  in  the 
port  of  Alexandria,  after  a  very  pleafant  and  agreeable  voyage  of  twenty-three  days. 
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